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NISSIO• NENO 
News and Analysis of Developments in Christian Mission 

January, 1973 

Nicaragua. Undeterred by reports that emergency supplies to earthquake 
stricken Managua are piling up at the airport and on the lawn of the. Central 
American republic's strongman ruler, Church World Service has prepared for 
immediate air shipment to Nicaragua of two million water purification tablets, 
10, 000 blankets and 100, 000 pounds of used clothing. Over the Christmas 
weekend CWS acted to raise half a million dollars and tons of relief supplies, but 
distribution at the other end is hampered by red tape, lack of gasoline, and the 
need to dig out transport vehicles from under the rubble. CWS sent their 
Dominican representative, Klaus Klawitter, to Nicaragua to report back on 
emergency needs. There are plenty of doctors and nurses on hand and only two 
days after the quake CWS had refused more than 300 offers from volunteers until 
a program and pattern had been established. There are 4, 000 to 7, 000 persons 
dead in the quake, and 300, 000 have been evacuated. Church World Service is 
appealing for $500, 000 to help the refugees rebuild their homes and lives. UMCOR 
has established a Nicaragua Earthquake Relief fund to contribute to the CWS 
appeal. 

Rural and Urban Work. Is there any longer a justification for the traditional 
separation between "rural" and "urban" in National Division mission work? A 
recent joint meeting of the Town and Country and Urban Ministries of the United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries suggested that there were common goals of 
liberation, justice, development, reconciliation, fulfillment and quality of 
community life as well as common strategies of mission action. No clearly defined 
areas of disagreement were identified, although a difference of emphasis was 
noted. . Town and Country places stronger emphasis on the congregation as the 
central focus of mission strategy than does Urban Ministries. It was also noted 
that General Conference redefinition of T & C to include communities up to 50, 000 
may create potential conflict unless cooperative planning can prevent overlapping. 

Korea. A national referendum to revise the constitution of South Korea has given 
the presidency broad control and powers which are no longer checked by the 
legislative and judicial structures. Although the churches of South Korea are 
the one institution of society which is in the most strategic position to use its 
voice, Churchmen still will be severely limited in the extent to which prophetic 
criticism against the new, almost totalitarian powers of the Park government 
can be exercised. In view of the tremendous pressure to make every 



institution give wholehearted support for the new definition of the presidency, 
a policy of silence in the churches carries its own courage. 

~· The four major districts of the Kyodan (the United Church of Christ ln 
Japan) have still been unable to hold general assembly sessions because of 
internal disruptions. The districts of Tokyo, Kyoto, Hyogo, and Osaka, wht• 
correspond to a Synod or an annual conference in relative size in the Church, 
have not been able to re-elect members to executive committee of the Ky~-~;~~:~~ 
or to re-elect delegates to any resc)leduled session of the general assembl( .. .... , . ..,.,,~ .... 
new preparatory committee for a general assembly bas now been selecte.CI .. 
representative basts in hopes that plans for a general assembly in 1973 cw 
early 1974 can be carried out. Recently, the Kyoto district attempted to~ 
a district general assembly for ordaining candidates and that was dt~ :-~~ 
by radicals. The dispute began in 1970 when primarily younger and!~ 
ministers and theological students in the Kyodan opposed the ratlf~~-""" .. 'l~ 
Japan-United States Mutual Security Treaty and wanted the C~~··• 
a stand. A number also opposed that year the Kyodan's partic~ 
Expo '70 at Osaka, claiming that was no place for the Church to lljft a 
and insisting ~e Church oppose capitalist and impertali,.t atr~ 
help build a state based on equal justice. Some obseners see ttMt 
a theological one -- the younger group pressing for a "Je68 ofJ-~ 
concerned with the poor while the perhaps somewhat older gr~ 
the "Christ of Faith" approach to personal change •re--•*'~· 
created a vacuum at the national level of the XJOdall, •\ tile --~ 
that there is no danger as yet of dissolution of the K,..u w 
vitality is emerging at the local level. 

Uruguay. A layman, Mr. Luis Odell, has ~a ell\Cl•mllllfllti;tl 
Methodist Church here, succeeding the Rev. BmlllO CM• 
become head of the World Council of Churcb.A' mYJB-~ 
Evangelism. Mr. Odell ls administrator of ll~ioit 



Institute in Montevideo and a founder of !SAL, the interdenominational 
Protestant church and society movement in Latin America. 

Panama and Costa Rica. Since 19(.8 the United Methodist annual conferences 
in Panama and Costa Rica have been moving toward autonomy. With only 
700 members in the Panama church and 1, 000 in Costa Rica it was hoped 
that the two conferences would merge into one church and eventually unite 
with the Methodist Church of the Caribbean. But with dates set for February 
for autonomy and merger, the General Board of the conference in Costa Rica 
voted in December for autonomy but opposed merger with Panama and union 
with the church of the Caribbean. Due to complex legal implications, the 
outcome presently is not determined. 

Sudan. United Presbyterians are assisting in relief in this civil war ravaged 
African nation. A school, health center and new village will be built at 
Doleib Hill, where Presbyterian missionaries first arrived in 1902, the first 
missionaries in the area. Five other health centers are planned at Abwong, 
Nasir, Jekao, Akobo and Pibor, and reception centers will be built at the 
last four. A village is planned for Abwong, and possibly another at an unnamed 
location. On the spot exploration has found that Yorn, tentatively selected as 
the site for a third village, is largely flooded during the rainy season and will 
probably be abandoned as a site. Cost of classrooms at Doleib Hill will be 
$4, 500, four houses will cost $t, 200. Reconstruction of churches is also 
planned. 

Minority Empowerment. The Presbyterian Economic Development Corporation 
(PEDCO) will move from localized (New York-New Jersey) to nationwide 
support of selected projects under the 502 program of the Opportunity Funding 
Corporation and the Small Business Administration. This program allows a 
community-oriented development company to obtain from the Small Business 
Administration a ninety percent guarantee on loans to minority businesses. 
PEDCO lends to the local development company ten percent of the total loan, 
making participation in the 502 program possible when it otherwise may not 
be. In its four years PEDCO has loaned and invested$(. million with loan 
repayments and interest now running at about half a million dollars a year. 
In the twelve months ending November 30, 1972, the total of principle and 
interest payments received was $515, 218. 08, of which $205, 845. 76 was 
interest - - a cash return. 

Burundi. The World Council of Churches has launched an appeal for $250, 000 
to aid victims of tribal warfare in the tiny African country of Burundi. The 
Council has been helping refugees who have fled to Zaire, but now it is 
possible to give aid to people still inside Burundi. 

Appalachia. The National Division of the United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries is funding a ministry within a 150-mile radius of Knoxville, 
Tennessee, to encourage college students to stay in the poverty area and work 
for social change. A second objective is to establish cooperative community 
development relationships between the campuses and their communities. The 



ministry will be directed by James Sessions and William Troy, both United 
Methodist ministers with experience in campus work. 

American Indians. While not condoning the damage to the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs during its occupation by the Trail of Broken Treaties caravan in early 
November, the Rev. Homer Noley, a UM Indian executive, says that it cannot 
be compared "with the human damages suffered by Indian people throughout 
our history. " The Department of Interior estimates damages to the BIA of 
$2. 3 million, including $297, 000 in two weeks' lost time by bureau employees - -
a figure Mr. Noley notes is the"b1ggest indicator"of the BIA 's problem. The 
occupation was not a planned part of the "Trail" project, according to Mr. Noley. 
Two units of the Episcopal Church gave $10, 000 to the Indian coalition and the UM 
National Division gave $4, 000 before its arrival in the nation's capital. Taking 
a similar approach to that of Mr. Noley and the National Division, the 
Executive Council of the Episcopal Church has adopted a resolution supporting 
"the demand for justice and liberation" of the Trail of Broken Treaties while 
maintaining that such support is not an endorsement of property damage. 

For All the Saints. A missionary for thirty-seven years and a pioneer of the 
18-year-old United Mission to Nepal, Dr. Bethel Fleming died November 25 in 
Wenatchee, Washington as a result of injuries she suffered in a fall in early 
November. She was seventy years old. She and her husband, Dr. Robert 
Fleming, a noted ornithologist and missionary, were among the first to enter 
the small Himalayan Kingdom when the United Miss ion was started and from the 
beginning she was in charge of the Mission's medical work in the capital of 
Kathmandu. She first went out as a Presbyterian missionary to India in 1932, 
and later was medical officer for the Woodstock School and Landour Hospital 
for 17 years. Memorial gifts are being accepted by Dr. Roy Coats, 4 Woodgate 
Lane, Ithaca, N. Y. 14850, for an emergency tuberculosis hospital i Kathmandu, 
Mrs. Fleming's final major project. 

Bishop Paul Neff Garber. The resident Methodist bishop in North Africa and 
Europe right after the Second World War, Bishop Paul Neff Gtrber, died 
December 18 at the age of 73 in Geneva, Switzerland. He was the first represent
tative of the World Council of Churches to establish contact with Yugoslavian 
churches after the war. He was also dean of Duke University Divinity School 
and a strong advocate of church-related higher education. 

India. At the close of a year-long observance of the 19th Centenary of the 
martyrdom of St. Thomas the Apostle, Prime Minister IndJ.ra Gandhi praised 
the work of Christian missionaries in her country, saying they had led and 
encouraged leaders of other religions to work with the people. 

Northern Ireland. Religious News Service reports that no one was wounded, 
maimed or killed by bomb or bullet in Northern Ireland on Christmas Day. 
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Key 73 & Salva t ion Today 
"If my people, which are called by my 

name, shall hurnble themselves and 
pray . . . I will forgive their sins and 
heal their land" ( II Chronicles 7: 14) . 

At the recent general assembly in 
Dallas of the ational Council of 
Churches Dr. Colin Williams, Dean of 
the Yale Divinity School and a longtime 
spokesman in the Church for liberal 
causes, not d that "the sense of crisis 
and commitment" is often lost in liberal 
Christianity. The Christian faith , he de
clared, does talk about a "profound 
crisi " that has come about because of 
Christ. "Our liberal churches do not 
create the arenas in which people can 
become a little child, they believe in 
starting as adults," he said. 

Well, there is a difference between 
becoming a little child and being child
ish and there are some elements of this 
year's vangelism campaign known as 
Key 73 which are more in the latter 
category than the former. "Phase I" of 
the effort opens this month with a call 
to national repentance, (of which, fol
lowing the renewed bombing in Viet
nam, we most certainly are in need ) and 
the promise from II Chronicles of for
giveness and healing if we humble our
selves and pray. It is doubtful, however, 
that thi promise will be fulfilled if 
participan ts follow the urging of a Key 
73 publicity release and "ring church 
bell s, ound sirens, toot horns, all to call 
attention to a continent-wide involve
ment in prayer." Apparently, these or
garuzers are aware neither of noise 
pollution nor of Jesus' view of those 
who sound their own trumpet and call 
attention to themselves at prayer. What-
ver national repentance is, we doubt 

that it ounds like a high school football 
rally. 

There are also such gimcracks as 
"Prayer-a-grams" and "praise-a-grams" 
which, according to Key 73, "can be or
dered from the Prayer-a-Gram Founda
tion, Inc." in Fort Wayne, Indiana ( $2.00 
a set for 75 notes and envelop s). The 
Foundation just happens to be one of 
the sponsors of Key 73. 

Hopefull y, the spirit of Key 73 will 
overcome the commerciali sm and the 
honky-tonk approaches so that people 

can confront the "profound crisis" that 
has come about because of Christ. It is 
a crisis that forces us, individually and 
as a nation, to face the results of our 
hubris, our pride, to humble ourselves 
and then, in the words of the gospels, to 
turn about and be born again. It is a 
personal crisis of the greatest magrutude 
when that happens-and the hope of 
Key 73 is that many individuals will 
share with others this year the new life 
and joy they have found in Christ and 
their own new sense of comrrutment to 
Him . But it will be only a partial re
newal and a partial rebirth if we do not 
face the fact, as Dr. Williams also said, 
that in our technological world "sin is in
creasingly corporate" and we allow many 
orgaruzations, from the Pentagon and 
international corporations to real estate 
offices and zoning boards "to do our sin
rung for us." As Dr. Williams correctly 
noted : "Evangelism which deals only 
with individual sins is not Christian 
evangelism." 

Key 73 is so named, we are led to be
lieve, because a group of evangelical 
churchmen happened to meet in the 
Francis Scott Key Motel in Arlington, 
Virginia, in the late 60's and agreed on 
a massive non-denorrunational campaign 
"calling our continent to Christ." In the 
nineteenth century a group of college 
students happened to meet under a hay
stack at William College during a light
ning storm and thus began a famous 
missionary movement. This month in 
Bangkok, Thailand , the Committee on 
World Mission and Evangelism of the 
World Council of Churches will meet to 
consider what salvation means today, 
individually and corporately, around the 
world . The CWME, historically, traces 
its lineage back to the International Mis
sionary Conference at Edinburgh in 1910 
which pulled together the many strands 
of the Protestant missionary enterprise. 
In their own ways, both Key 73 and the 
Committee on World Mission and Evan
gelism are heirs of the Haystack Move
ment. We will be looking to both for 
insight into the possibility of renewal 
and evangeli m in our time. 

It has become a truism that the task 
of the churches today is to fi gure out 
how to combine the strands of personal 
and social salvation. Everyone agrees on 

this but no one is exactly sure how 
properly to do this as yet. Any help that 
either of these movements can give us 
toward a real solution of this problem 
will b a great step forward. 

We Are the Enemy 
"We have met the enemy and they is 

us"-Pogo 
When Walt Kelly's comic strip charac

ter made this observation, it seemed cute 
and lovable. In the light of the renewed 
bombing of North Vietnam, the state
ment takes on grim reality. It daily be
comes clearer that the United States' 
actions in Indochina are, by any objec
tive standard of morality, criminal. It is 
widely agreed that this war was a 
blunder which continues only because 
the United States will not admit to itself 
and the world that it blundered and lost 
a war. For this, and this alone, we have 
been dropping an unprecedented amount 
of bombs {on some days, the equivalent 
of a Hiroshima bomb a day ) on a poor, 
peasant Asian people whose only crime 
is to refuse to adrrut that we are "Num
ber One." 

Our leaders should recall the warning 
of a soldier, Michael Williams, to the 
incognito King Henry V before the 
battle of Agincourt : "If the cause be not 
good, the king himself hath a heavy 
reckoning to make when all those legs 
and arms and heads, chopped off in a 
battle, shall join together at the latter 
day and cry all 'We died at such a 
plaoe.' " What has been happening over 
Nortl1 Vietnam is gangsterism and if we 
live in an adequate international system, 
the leaders of this and previous adrrun
istrations would be brought to trial and 
a "heavy reckorung" as war criminals. 

That will not happen, but that fact 
does not lessen their moral guilt. Nor 
ours. For one other thing is clear. Most 
of us with the few honorable exceptions 
like the Berrigan brothers, are in the 
same moral position as the bulk of the 
German people under Hitler. That com
parison is offensive but a Vietnamese 
child killed by one of our bombs is just 
as dead as any Jew who died in a gas 
chamber. The Germans said they didn't 
know what was going on. What is our 
excuse? 
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THE CHIEF ISSUE in Jewish
Christian Dialogue is that 
there be dialogue. The next 
most important issue is that 

the dialogue be a meeting of minds 
and hearts at the church-synagogue 
community where Jews and Chris
tians live. 

For a decade, occasional union 
services (Thanksgiving, for example), 
exchanges of clergy, interreligious 
music festivals and other events have 
been part of religious life in many 
com munities. At Cincinnati 's Wise 
Temple two years ago a Christian 
musician conducted his sacred can-

tata " The Song of Deborah" for a 
special service of - commemoration . 
The cantata was the result of six 
months of research by the com
poser, assisted by scholars of He
brew-Union University, and incor
porated ancient and modern Hebrew 
melodies set to the text of Judges 5. 
Dialogue, to be useful , requires 
some investment of self. 

United Methodist Chri.stians are 
encouraged toward this new per
spective by the landmark statement 
on Jewish-Christian Dialogue which 
was adopted by the Atlanta General 
Conference last April. This resolu-

tion suggests four reasons for such 
a meeting of traditions : 1) recogni
tions of our common roots, 2) the 
potential service for humanity which 
depends on mutual understandi ng 
and acceptance of each other as 
persons, 3) our Christian need to 
understand the reasons for prejudice 
and oppression of Jewish people 
particularly, and 4) the responsibility 
for problem areas in the world 
which are not likely to yield to solu
tions discovered or proposed in iso
lation. Moving into intimate con
tacts requires some change of heart, 
involves us in some problems and 

9 



A basic theological issue for dialogue, according to Robert 
Huston, opposite page, is the relationship between the 
covenant of God with Israel and the covenant made in Jesus 
Christ. Attesting to the vita lity of Judaism are Sa lly Priesand, first 
woman rabbi in the United States, and her classmates at 
Cincinnati's Hebrew Union College, who marched in academic 
procession prior to ordination . Below, Jews gather at the 
Western or " Wailing" Wall on Yorn Kippur, the Day of 
Atonement, the holiest day in the Jewish religion . The Western 
Wall is the only remnant of the ancient Temple in Jerusalem . 
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opens fo r us some promise for the 
future. 

A New Perspective 

A change in att itude is cruc ial. 
Jewish-Chri stian conversation does 
not appear to be of highest co ncern 
fo r many. There are rationa les 
offered for this . After all , until now 
the United Methodist Church as a 
w ho le has not ca ll ed our attention 
to the potential and the need! But 
co uld the basic reason for non-con
ce rn be the subtl e condi tioning of 
anti-Semitism, and its foundation 
stone, ant i-Judaism, whi ch lie just 
beneath the su rface of our li ves? 
Just as it is impo rtant fo r w hite 
United Methodists to recognize and 
admit our racist conditi oning on 
co lor, all United Methodist Chri s
tians may find the ad mi ss ion of ant i
semitic elements in our co nditi on
ing a prerequisite for creative under
stand ing. 

The change in heart is bluntly 
approached in the General Confer
ence resolution . " There is no va lid 
biblical or theological basis fo r anti
semit ism ." We do not have to be 
technical scholars to trace the devel
opment of rivalry between ea rly 
Christians and Jews. It is a bit more 
difficult to discover how trad iti on in 
the ea rl y Church co lored New Tes
tament interpretation and encour
aged an anti-Judaism w hich Jesus 
hardly cou ld have shared and which 
eventually became an anti -Semi tism 
that is a denial of the gospel of love. 

O ur own history books have left 
out much of the story of Jewish 
travail. The centuries of migration
then-expulsion rhythms played out 
in England, France, Spain , Portu ga l ; 
the systemati c assimilation in ghet
toes in Central Europe ; Christian 
oppression and scapegoati ng are not 
as clearly in our minds. The more 
pagan anti -Semiti sm of the modern 
period we know about, pa rticularl y 
its horribl e culmination in the Nazi 
ho locau st. Could it be that on the 
w hole, we do not see that event 
in the perspective of the hi story of 
Christian anti-Semiti sm ? 

Even in the last five years Jews 
have been made to feel that " Jews 
ca n depend only on Jews" w hen 
opp ressions are to be chall enged. 
The change at hea rt which is both a 
prerequisite for dialogue and a re
sult of conversation includes a sense 
of guilt over today's fai lures to pro
vide an antidote to the same germ 

that caused the di sease of on ly a 
generation ago. What is the level of 
our conce rn about discrimi nation 
agai nst Jews in Soviet Ru ss ia today ? 
How sensit ive are w e to the subtl e 
anti-Judai sm in our l iterature which 
has all owed the child ish mind to 
ass ume the slant that so mehow Jews 
were the enemy of Jesus? How much 
do we understand Israe l in its mod
ern sense as an exp ression of the 
relationship between land and per
sonhood? Or, how concerned have 
we been about blocks to Jewish as 
we ll as to b lack freedom of move
ment in housing their fami lies? 

One way of answerin g the charges 
of past gui lt is to joi n with Jews in 
defense of human ri ghts wherever 
the individual o r socia l groups are 
opp ressed . The change in hea rt is a 
prior issue. On ly an active so rrow 
engages us in works of reconcili a
tion and reco nstru ctio n. 

Even with a new perspective by 
Ch ri stians in evidence, however, 
the re are p roblem issues in dia
logues. Some of these ca ll for both 
empathy fo r Jewish fea rs and firm 
ness in our convi ctions. 

Relationship Between Ecumenical 
and lnterreligious Ventures 

A mong some Jews, ecumeni ca l 
developments among Chr istians are 
viewed wi th some suspicion that 
success might negate a healthy 
pluralism in which Jews would play 
a viab le role. Some Jews fea r that 
union negotiations and growing rap
prochement between Protestants 
and Roman Catholics in such devel
opments as state and community 
Conferences of Churches might 
mean a new era of Christian trium
phalism and excl usivist aims. 

The factua l intent of church union 
p lans cannot be judged that way, 
however. For example, A Plan of 
Union for the Church of Christ Unit
ing looks toward a broadened and 
co nti nual contact with Judai sm : 

The [ Church of Christ Uniting] 
gives thanks for its biblical roots 
in Israel and des ires meaningful 
relationships with those who co n
tinue the heritage of Judai sm in 
their fa ith and institutions. The 
[ Church of Chri st Uniting] wi ll 
seek occasions for theological dia
logue, cooperation and common 
action with the Jewish peop le. 
In Chri st ian integrity, the search 

fo r more obvious manifestations of 
the oneness we are given in Jesus 

11 



During Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year observance, a ram's 
horn is blown as a symbol of God's summons to the people for 

self-judgment, self-improvement and atonement. Rosh Hashanah is 
a Hebrew term meaning " the head of the year." Ten days of 

penitence end with Yam Kippur. 



Christ cannot be moderated . As we 
search for the reduction of barriers 
through community ecumenical ac
tion, or council s of churches or co
alitions, or church union probes, we 
can make sure, too, that the dia
logue for the sake of universal 
humanity continues. 

New Evangelical Thrusts 

Such evangelizing thrusts as 
" Exp lo '72" and the current coope r
ative evangelism of " Key '73" may 
arouse sensitivities. It i.s not so much 
that either is uniquely aimed at Jew
ish conversion. Rather there is the 
fear that concentrated emphasis on 
a particular style of evangelism en
courages those few groups of Chris
tians who do have a mania fo r 
regarding Jews as the primary target 
for co nversion attempts. Such a 
simplistic approach to witnessing is 
not supported by the General Con
ference statement. The validity of 
Judai sm in the divine economy is 
implicit in its paragraphs. While a 
Christian professes the uniqueness 
of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, 
there need be no repetition of the 
exclusivist claims of those in the 
past who have concluded that Jews 
were to be excl uded, condemned, 
or converted . We need not park our 
Chri sto logica l integrity outside the 
dialogue living room o r hall , but the 
basic purposes of conversations do 
not include conve rsion. The inherent 
rights of all reli gious communities 
to propagate their faith and to seek 
co nverts is not denied . The appro
priate balance, and how to arti cu
late it, is a compli ca ted intergroup 
and interreligious problem. 

Understanding the Covenants 

A basic theol ogica l issue is posed 
in one sentence of the General Con
ference call for dialogue. " The rela
tionship between the covenant of 
God with Israel and the covenant 
made in Jesus Christ and the under
standings by Jew and Christian of 
each of these covenants merits ex
ploration anew." Did Jews as a total 
group merit the charge that they 
rejected Jesus? In any event, does a 
supposed rejection cance l a previ
ous election by God? Some ea rl y 

Christians predicted that Jews would 
be eliminated . Have the Jews been 
rejected by God? The relationship 
between Israel as a chosen people 
and those who believe in Jesus as a 
chosen Son should be explored in 
company with each other, not in un
creat ive iso lation. 

Biblical Images of the Church 

A nother related issue for Chris
tians is the relative importance of 
the numerous biblical images of the 
Church . Two images which focus 
the problem are " Body of Christ" 
and " People of God." Two others 
are worth exploring also : " The 
Church as the New Creation" and 
" The Church as the Community of 
the Holy Spi ri t." The New Te.stament 
church was deeply conscious of its 
ties with Israel, the old-covenant 
comm un ity. Understanding the 
church to be a people of God places 
an emphasis wh ich will be easier for 
Jews to understand . The metaphor 
of the body of Chri st, however, con 
tai ns more difficulties. This image 
emphasizes the unity and identity of 
Ch ri st with hi s people of the new 
covenant, and stresses the identifi ca
tion of the risen and ascended Christ 
with all persons. The bond of that 
unity is not law but love. Most Chris
tians assume that law is synonymous 
with Judaism and love with Chris
tianity. As we talk we might probe 
such a topic as " Christian Law and 
Jewish Love"! What is the sou rce of 
Chri stian tri umphalism w hich has 
hardened so many hearts? Where is 
our concern for the w holeness of 
humanity, rooted in the hope of our 
oneness given in Jesus Christ? 

The Middle East 

Not all the issues are of bibli cal 
and theological orig in . The thorniest 
of all points in Jewish-Chri stian 
dialogues may be our attitudes 
toward the Middle East. Our con
cern as Chri stians is for a more 
earnest search for Jewish and Arab 
secu rity and dignity. Perhaps Chris
tians can serve the ca use of recon
ci liat ion, but only if we pay the price 
of deeper understanding of all sides. 
We need not take a Zionist position, 
but as we are serious about deeper 

relations with Jews we may not avoid 
learning their history and intense 
identification of land with person
hood . Our co nce rn for the Pa les
t inian Arab, Moslem and Christian, 
need not be subverted . Neither 
should that co ncern be a barrier to 
a dialogue where we li ve. 

The Promise 

The promise of a new awareness 
of our heritage in Judaism will not 
come through a pattern which re
duces both Jewish and Christian 
beliefs to the absurdity of lowest 
denominators. Respect for the best 
in each other and fo r each other is 
an essentia l ingredient in a renewal 
of relationship . We are not uncon
ce rned for relations with other 
religion s, but the relationship with 
Judaism is unique in history. Our 
roots are the same, our spiritua l 
patrimony is held in common. 
Differences are rea l and they need 
not be glossed over. Indeed , diver.si
ties are refreshing when we seek 
community without compromising 
differences. 

The benefit in conversations rests 
with the participants. Can we see 
that the human dignity of those who 
are separated because of co lor can
not be supported by either the 
Jewish minori ty or the w hite Chris
tian majority alone ? Can both Chris
tians and Jews sense that mutual 
understanding of our reli gious tradi
tions and practices will contribute 
to the com mon search for the whole
ness of mankind? 

So we return to the fundamenta l 
question . Can United Methodist 
Christians moderate the hidden 
agenda of " horror and hatred of the 
stranger" ? Can we see Jews as the 
persons they are, rather than the 
objects oth ers have seen them to be? 
Can we embrace a real exchange for 
the sake of a larger reconcilia tion? 
As the Soviet writer Solzhenitzen 
remi nds us: " Mutual lack of under
standing carri es the threat of 
ec lipse." • 

Dr. Huston is the Associate Genera l 
Secreta ry, Division of Ecumenica l and 
lnterre l igiou Concerns, United Method
; t Church. 
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Ju st how imoortant for America 
are the relationships between Chri s
tians and Jews? 

If you take a look at the votin g 
results of the 1972 Presi dential elec
ti on, you will have a pretty good 
insight into the practi cal conse
quences fo r our nation o f the state 
of health of Jewish-Chri sti an rela
tions. 

It appears that President Nixon 
received a substantial percentage 
(32 %) of the votes of the American 
Jewi sh community-just abou t dou
ble the number of Jew ish votes that 
he tallied in the 1968 election . This 
was a record high propo rt ion of 
Jewish voters for the Republi can 
party. Consistently over the past dec
ades, Jewish citizens have voted 

overw helmingly fo r the Democratic 
pa rty, based on a deep-seated Jewish 
commi tment to li bera l and inter
nati onalis t va lu es and idea ls. Thu s, in 
the 1968 Pres identia l election Jews 
gave a h igher proportion of thei r 
vo tes (88%) to Senato r Hubert 
Humphrey than d id the Puerto 
Ri cans, even though the su bstantial ly 
hi gher socioeconomic statu s of the 
Jewish co mmuni ty should have led 
to a more con se rvati ve cl ass vo tin g 
pattern . 

How does one expl ain thi s turn 
of events and w hat are its implica
tions fo r the socia l and po litica l 
future of America? Numerous ex
p lanati ons are bei ng offered, and 
among the more obvious ones are 
some such as these : President Nixon 

deliberate ly courted the Jewish 
voters by provi d ing substantial 
economic and m ilitary aid for the 
State of Israel, thereby allaying the 
anxieties of the Jewish people over 
the security of Israel. He also sup
po rted the human rights of the 
3,000,000 Jews of the Soviet Union, 
incl ud ing their right to emigrate to 
Israel and elsewhere, which is an 
emoti onall y charged, high priority 
concern among mos t American Jews. 
He also demonstra ted a concrete 
concern for the security of thousands 
of midd le-class Jews (and others) , 
especia lly in the federal , state and 
mu nicipal civi l services and in educa
tio n w ho feel that the introduction 
of a " quota system" would be direct
ly at the expense of their livelihoods. 
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And so on and so forth. 
I have no doubt that these factors 

played a vital role in the effective 
wooing of the enlarged number of 
Jewish voters into the Republican 
camp this year, but that is far from 
an adequate exp lanation . From con
versatio ns with hundreds of Jews 
from eve ry class and status in 
American life, I am persuaded that 
a very substantia l number voted not 
so much for President Nixon as 
against Senator George McGovern . 
And here I am not speaking about 
personalities, because in many ways 
Senator McGovern's prophetic pas
sion especia lly against the Vietnam 
war and the Watergate scanda l made 
him an appealing figure as a latter
day Isaiah or Amos to a great many 
Jews. In fact, a number of Jewish 
religious and communal leaders 
signed a full-page ad in The New 
York Times a week before the elec
tion supporting McGovern for hi s 
stand protesting the moral outrage 
of that incredible political espionage. 

It was the fact that Senator Mc
Govern was the foremost spokesman 
in our nation today of the liberal 
Protestant social gospel ethos that 
ironically, I believe, triggered off the 
profound ambivalence among many 
in the Jewish community that finally 
resulted in so many Jews withho ld 
ing their votes from him . 

As contrasted with the evangelical 
ethos that President Nixon has em
braced and articulated, the liberal 
Protestant social gospel ethos reacted 
against the pietism, private salvation 
and otherworldly emphases of 
evangelicalism and insisted that the 
Gospel requires a commitment to 
socia l justice, to redemptive action 
in history, and to reconciliation be
tween man and his fellow-man . That 
liberal Protestant world-view was 
clearly far more congruent with 
the Biblical-Rabbinic world-view of 
Judaism than was that of privatist
apocalyptic theology of evangelical
ism . 

This theological compatibi l ity led 
many Jews to assume that they 
shared almost inevitably strong com
mon interests with liberal Protes
tants. Indeed, as religious historians 
have repeatedly informed us, the 
liberal Protestant leaders and 
churches broke with the " Evangelical 
Empire" concept that claimed that 
America is " a Christian nation ," and 
that advocated instead a pluralist 

In dozens of Christian -Jewish 
dialogues, the one issue that 
obsesses liberal Protestants, 
observes Marc Tanenbaum, 
below, is the plight of Arab 
refugees . 

Refugees 'in a United Nations 
camp in Jordan, above. Rarely, 
he says, is Protestant concern 
voiced for the Jews in Arab 
countries . Opposite page, 
Al Fatah sympathizers defaced 
this synagogue in Tunis , North 
Africa. 
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v1s1on of America that supported 
religious liberty and dialogue. On 
a theological level , it was liberal 
Protestant scholarship that provided 
much of the leadership that articu
lated a new Christian understanding 
of Judaism as a living faith of perma
ment va lue and truth to the Jewish 
people, and not j ust as a pass ing 
phase substituted by the " new 
Israe l" of Christianity. Indeed, liberal 
Protestants were among the f irst to 
abandon proselytization which re
duced Jews to being solely candi
dates for conversion. They were also 
the first to undertake the revision 
of Sunday School textbooks and 
church education teaching material s 
as a major step in removi ng the 
theologica l basis of anti-Semiti sm in 
Christian pedagogy. 

And on a social-political level, 
li beral Protestants and Jews formed 
the backbone of the coa lition in the 
civi l ri ghts struggle in the 1960s, and 
in virtua lly every major effort to 
co mbat racism, overcome poverty, 
enlarge economic development 
domestically and in the third wo rld . 

Jewish Priorities 

But exactly there is the cri sis point 
between liberal Protestants and Jews. 
Given the deep kinship in theo logi 
ca l and socia l orientations between 
liberal Protestants and Jews, it was 
natural that most Jews had devel
oped ce rtain expectations about 
liberal Protestant attitudes and be
havior toward Jewish interests. Side 
by side with the universa l agenda 
w hi ch Jews share with liberal Prot
estants, there is a parti cular Jewish 
agenda whose pressing priorities are : 
preserving the security of the State 
of Israel, the liberation of Soviet 
Jewry, the relief from oppression of 
Jews in Arab countries, combatting 
anti-Semitism in the United States 
and ab road, and preserving the job 
security of middle-class Jews w hile 
not hurting the equal opportunities 
of blacks and other deprived minori
ties. 

With the exception of the Soviet 
Jewry issue, the liberal Protestant 
commun ity failed their Jewish 
neighbors on vi rtuall y every Jewish 
priority concern . Liberal Protestants, 
including United Methodists and 
United Presbyterians, found it pos
sible to support practicall y every 
new nation in the third world , except 
Israel. Liberal Protestant leaders 

The only Jewish priority concern which liberal Protestants 
share, says Rabbi Tanenbaum, is the liberation of Soviet 
Jewry. Opposite page , a cantor intones the Sabbath day 
prayers in Moscow's Central Synagogue . Above, youthful 
members of the militant Jewish Defense League protest 
outside the United Nations against Soviet treatment of 
Jews . 
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chilled my blood when as recently 
as 1970 they told me unblinkingly, 
face-to-face, " The right of Israel to 
exist is still ~n open question." The 
right of Chad, Dahomey, Zambia, 
Zaire, etc., to exist was unqualified 
and absolute, but Israel's existence 
had to be defended and justified 
every other day by Jews to liberal 
Protestants. How do I explain that 
to a Jewish constituency to whom 
Israel is the only reliable refuge 
after the Nazi holocaust trauma? 

The Refugee Issue 

In the dozens of dialogues be
tween Christians and Jews since 
June, 1967, the one issue that 
obsessed liberal Protestants was that 
of the plight of the Arab refugees, 
always articulated with the implica
tion that Israel uniquely or so lely was 
responsible for their hapless condi
tion . Far more Protestant ink and 
passion have been spent on Palestine 
refugees than on any other single 
refugee problem in the world. Hard
ly ever did liberal Protestants voice 
a word of compassion or concern 
for the nearly 750,000 Jews who 
were driven out of Arab countries, 
whose total property and capital 
wea lth were appropriated by Arab 
governments. Not a flicker of 
" Christian charity" for Jewish refu 
gees; not a word of advocacy for 
compensation and reparations for 
Jews from Arab countries. And that 
is not past history. Read the latest 
brochures prepared by the Near East 
Council of Churches distributed by 
Church World Service in recent 
weeks to all the churches of America 
and you w ill understand how one
sided and grotesquely unfair is the 
role of liberal Protestantism in rela
tion to Israel and the Jewish com
munity. 
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"Double-standards, one-sidedness, 
moralism, indifference and hostility
these are the ingredients of th~ 
Jewish-Christian stew cooked by the 
several headquarters of liberal 
Protestantism." 

Add to this the fact that not a 
single Protestant denomination has 
a single person working fu ll-time at 
seeking to develop re lationships with 
the Jewish commu nity-in contrast 
to the Roman Catho lic communi ty's 
Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish re la
tions-and you get the picture of 
liberal Protestantism's stance towa rd 
the Jews as Jews perceived it in 
November, 1972. 

Double-standards, one-s idedness, 
mora lism, indifference and hostility 
-these are the ingredients of the 
Jewish-Christian stew cooked by the 
several headquarters of libera l Pro t
estantism . And that sour diet fed to 
the Jewish community by mainline 
Protestant leadership since June, 
1967 has resulted in a widespread 
Jewish conviction that the liberal 
Protestant community simp ly ca nnot 
be cou nted on as friends or all ies 
on the crucia l issues that affect 
Jewish survival and continuity. 

Breakdown of Trust 

The breakdown of that trust in 
the libera l Protestant ethos and i ts 
symbolic exponent was demon
strated in voting booths around the 
nation as Jews fought agai nst their 
ideo logica l intuitions and pul led the 
Republican lever, most of them fo r 
the first time in thei r lives. 

The problem of the breakdown of 
that trust on the pa rt of Jews toward 
l iberal Protestants is of fundamenta l 
importance to the future of our 
country. Our society desperately 
needs a major reordering of its 
national priorities in order to begin 
to treat seriously the urgent human 
needs of our cities and its deprived 
people. How wil l that reo rdering 
take place unless there develop 
strong and effective coalitions of 
like-minded people who will be-

come the constituents in every ci ty 
and state fo r meaningful social 
change? Given the conse rvative 
po li t ica l shifts in our nation, the 
ranks of allies fo r such coalitions 
grow thinner and thinner, and that 
means that the nation itself can no 
longer affo rd the drifting apart and 
even alienation between the fo rmer 
natural all ies of the social j ustice 
coa litions, liberal Pro testants and 
Jews. 

There are still solid theological 
and ideological grounds on wh ich 
to try to rebuild someth ing of that 
libera l Pro testant-Jewish coalition . 
But somebody, somewhere in the 
liberal Pro testant society is going to 
have to show some genu ine inte rest 
in wanting to repa ir the bridges be
tween themselves and the Jew ish 
community, and it is going to take 
more than reso lutions and pious 
po litica l statements. The task ahead 
is nothi ng more nor less than that 
of rebu ilding from the ground up, 
deed by deed, action by action, the 
new edi f ice of Jew ish-Chri sti an rela
tions whose foundation-stones w ill 
need be authenti c concern , caring, 
and support fo r those matters on 
which the very lives of our peoples 
rest. • 

Rabbi Ta nenbaum is the national in ter
religious affairs director of the American 
Jewish Committee, and is widely re
garded as a leading figure in the ad
vancement of Jewish-Christia n under
standing. He was the only rabbi present 
at the Vatican Council during the deli
berations that led to the adoption of 
the Conciliar Declaration on Non-Ch ris
tian Rel igions. Rabbi Tanenbaum is 
presently the co-secretary of a join t 
Vatica n- In te rnational Jewish Consulta
tive committee, and of a similar liaison 
body with the World Council of 
Churches. 



JOHN C. DEBOER 

Y NEIGHBOR'S DAUGHTER 
is a freshman in college. 
By. the time her children are 
in college (a round the year 

2000) the population of the United 
States will have increased by 75 
million . That increase represents 
more than all the people now living 
in the states west of the Mississippi! 

These new millions will require 
more housing. Even more people 
than this will need new housing, for 
additional millions will move from 
the country and small towns to 
cities. Thus it is estimated that this 
nation will need to provide new 
housing in and around our existing 
large cities for 3 million new metro
politan residents each year for the 
next thirty years-the equivalent of 
thirty cities of 100,000 each year! 

Up to now new homes have typi
cally been provided by private 
builders who bought up land, built 
houses or apartments and sold or 
rented them to the public. The result 
has been unplanned, erratic land 
development often called urban 
sprawl. 

In the 1960's, however, American 
builders and financiers began to 
examine another way to increase the 
housing supply-a way that had 
been developed mostly in Europe 
and Japan . The idea was to buy a 
large tract of cheap, undeveloped 

land outside any metropolitan area 
and build a planned new city. The 
developer would start with open 
fie lds and end up with what has 
come to be ca lled a " new town" of 
up to several hundred thousand 
residents, complete with a central 
business district, nei ghbo rhood 
shopping centers, schools, factories, 
offices, theaters, churches, parks, and 
community facilities as well as 
homes. Since the developer could 
plan from the ground up, he could 
plan streets and walkways permitting 
children to walk to school or th e 
neighborhood stores without having 
to cross a street. 

If a developer could solve the 
eno rmous problems of financing this 
kind of project, he could create a 
very desirable new community as an 
alternative to urban sprawl-and 
make a lot of money in the process. 

This idea seemed to be one whose 
time had come. Many new towns 

The Rev. John C. DeBoer is Chair
man of the Department of Church 
Development in the United Church 
of Christ's Board for Homeland Min
istries. He is Chairman of the Inter
religious New Communities Coali 
tion and of the Church Develop
ment Task Force of }SAC. He re
cently completed a sabbatical /eave 
studying the relationship of the 
church to new towns. 

.. ~ 

21 



i 
t 
0 
t 
q 
g 

~ c 
e 
h 
a 
n 
ir 



were bo;n in America during the 
1960' s. A lthough none of them has 
yet grown to fu ll size, tens of thou
sands of people have moved into 
them. Millions more wi ll be accom
modated in the scores o( new, 
planned cities sti ll on the drawing 
boards. 

A Cop-out for the Affluent? 

Thus fa r the new town movement 
in America-unlike the pattern in 
Britain and Japan-has largely bene
fitted the affluent. For examp le, the 
median fa mily income in the new 
town of Columbia, Maryland, is ove r 
$15,000-$15,000 for w hite fami li es 
and $15 ,600 fo r non-whites- making 
this a very unusual city indeed . But 
a number of groups are concerned 
that America should pl an new com
munities in such a way that the man 
w ho sweeps out the shopping mall 
in the new town can afford to li ve 
there, and so that hi s children w ill 
be ab le to enjoy a park ri ght outside 
the back door instead of being se
questered in a decayi ng urban 
ghetto . At the present time such a 
man co uld not affo rd to live in 
Columbia unless he is fortunate 
enough to rent one of the units of 
fede rally subsidized housing for low 
and moderate inco me famili es that 
have been built by a non-profit, 
interfa ith co rporation . 

Certainly w hat happens in these 
new comm unities in the next thirty 
years is an important mi ssion prio rity 
for Ame rica's church agencies. Plan
ning for the establishment of vital 
new congregations and their church 
buildings is part of the church 
agenda. But if the church is to act 
responsibl y as the present-day body 
of the Christ who gave himself for 
the poor, the outcast, and the home
less, it wi ll co ncern itself with pl an
ning so that the urban growth pat
terns of America wi ll not exclude 
any of God's children from the op
portuniti es that the new tow n move
ment offers us. The church must 
make sure that new tow ns become 
a breakthrough for everyone, not a 
cop-out for the affluent. 

A n lnterreli gious New Communi
ties Coalition has recently been 
o rganized by officially designated 
representatives of a dozen Protestant 
denominations, the U.S. Catholi c 
Conference, and the American 
Jewish Committee. Administratively 
related to JSAC (Joint Strategy and 

Action Committee), a co nsortium o f 
a dozen Protestant national mission 
agencies, l. N.C.C. has addressed it
se lf to a two-fo ld purpose : (a) plan
ning for the presence of organ ized 
reli gion in the new town, and (b) 
influencing the social structure of 
the new town, that it might be a 
p lace w here all God's children, of 
whatever race or class, may find the 
abundant li fe together. 

Church p lanners are far from be
ing alone with these concerns. 
Bernard Wei ssbourd, p resident of 
Chicago-based Metropolitan Struc
tu res, Inc. , a co nsu l ta nt to the Ashley 
Sub-Committee in Congress, and a 
new commun ity developer in his 
own right, has offered one plan for 
an urban growth po li cy fo r America 
that w ill benefit everyone. Seated 
in hi s spacious office in a new office 
bui ldi ng over looking Lake Michi gan 
he recently told me, " We need to 
f ind a way for the federal govern
ment and the states to devise some 
ki nd of formu la to buy parcels of 
land at the suburban fringe of thirty
eight key metropo litan areas. O n 
this land we cou ld house one-half of 
the new residents that wi ll come to 
these areas in the next thirty yea rs
some 21 milli on of them." These 
thirty-eight cities account for 85 
percent of the population, 87 per
cent of the black population, and 90 
percent of the population growth 
expected for all metropo litan areas 
over 500,000. New co nstructio n in 
these " satellite cit ies," along with 
federa l subsidies fo r low-in come 
families to match the federal tax 
benefits already enjoyed by home
owners, wou ld make housi ng avail
able fo r all American families and 
increase the housing options open to 
each family. (A Presbyte ri an housing 
task fo rce has dete rm ined that in 
1970 the federa l government lost, 
through these tax benefits to fam ilies 
ab le to buy their own homes, an 
amount five times greater than all 
federa l housi ng subsidies for poor 
people, including public housi ng.) 

The Urban Studi es Center at 
the Unive rsity of Loui sv ille has de
veloped a plan to create new 
communiti es specifi ca lly to bring a 
million people out of poverty from 
city sl ums and Appalachian hollows. 
The plan would accompli sh this by 
recruiting industries for each new 
community, and by simultaneously 
recruiting and training groups of 

Development of new towns in 
Europe and Japan pre-dated 
the American phenomenon. 
Opposite page, the Rev. Robert 
Andrews, Presbyterian minister, 
who heads an ecumenical 
team ministry in the new town 
of Skelmersdale, England, has a 
model of the Ecumenical 
Centre to be used iointly by 
the Congregational, Presby
terian, Church of England, 
Methodist, Baptist, and Roman 
Catholic churches. 

A forest of sai lboat masts in 
the new town of Westlake 
Village, California , symbolizes 
the affluence of residents of 
most American new towns . 
Typical of new towns 
everywhere, Valencia , 
California, separates pedestrian 
and vehicular traffic so children 
can walk or bike to schools 
and shops. Above, federally 
subsidized town houses for 
low and moderate income 
families in Columbia, Maryland 
(foreground) were built by a 
non-profit, interfaith housing 
corporation. They compare 
favorably with non-subsidized 
town houses in background. 
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low-i ncome peopl e to fill jobs. 
The Uni ted States Congress has 

also been co nce rned. The Depart
ment of Housing and Urban Devel
opment has been autho ri zed under 
Tit le V II of the Housing and Urban 
Deve lopment Act of 1970 to make 
loan guarantees of up to $50 milli on 
to new town developers. In o rder to 
qualify, developers must p lan hous
ing fo r low and high income fam ili es 
so that the popul ati on in the new 
town may resemble a cross sec ti on 
of the res idents in nearby areas. 

There are good reasons for church 
mi ss ion agencies to become invo lved 
in the planning for new tow ns-
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Many new towns that did not 
ex ist ten yea rs ago are real pl aces 
today and p rovide, co ll ective ly, a 
livi ng labo rato ry fo r · plann ing to
mo rrow's citi es. Real peopl e live 
in th em. Each has its own charac
ter and ind ivid uality. 

Co lumbia, Maryland has about 
20,000 res idents now and w i ll have 
11 0,000 when i t is completed 
around 1980. Columbia is a much
studi ed new community that is 
used as a yardsti ck for social and 
f inancia l success by many other 
new town deve lopers . 

Reston, Virginia, nea r Dul les 
Airpo rt is home fo r 18,000 per
sons. With its l ively and p ictur
esque Lake Ann Center, it is o ld 
enough now (although only one
f if th complete) for new er res idents 
to th ink of it si mply as another 
growing ci ty. " I rea lly don' t thi nk 
of Res ton as a new town ," sa id 
o ne young w ife of a State De
partm ent executive, " but I rea lly 
l ike living here." This fami ly 
moved in at the begin ning of 
1972. 

Lake Havasu City, Ari zona, near 
the Ca li fo rn ia bo rder, has the 
transp lanted London Bridge as its 
trademark. 

Valencia, Californi a, bui lt on 
land owned by the Newha ll Land 
and Farming Company north of 
the Sa n Fernando Va ll ey, w i l l have 
170,000 inhabitants w hen it is 
comple ted aro und 1985. Abo ut 
one tenth of this number are 
there now. 

W estl ake Vi ll age, straddli ng Los 
Ange les and Ventura co unti es, 
features a good-sized lake. 

reasons having mo re to do w ith the 
needs of people than wi th the 
chu rch's ow n institutional need to 
be present. New towns w ith the mix 
of rac ial and cultura l groups that 
fede ral programs demand w il l 
crea te inter-pe rsonal problems, ex
acerbated by the adjustment p rob
lems of large numbers of people 
moving in each yea r. " Lnstant 
governm ent" stru ctures w ill cause 
clashes between the need of the 
developer to contro l his plan and 
the need of resi dents to fee l they 
can part icipate in communi ty con
tro l. Low- income fa mili es in sub
sidized housing w ill tend to fee l 

Jonathan, Mi nnesota, a " co rn 
fie ld new town" outside the Twin 
Citi es, has a pai nted sil o as the 
" signpost" for its Vil lage O ne, in 
w hich both w ell -to-do and poor 
fam ili es (including welfa re recipi 
ents) are now liv ing. 

Among new towns that are 
under co nstru ction but sti ll with
out res idents, two are of specia l 
interes t. Cedar Rive rside is the first 
" new-town- in-town" to receive 
federal loan guarantees under 
Ti tie VI I. Located o n the bank 
of the M iss iss ipp i Rive r in down
town Minneapoli s, th is unusual 
new commu nity wi ll be the home 
of 50,000 perso ns w hen it is com
pleted in 1990. Cedar Ri verside 
wi ll have a mix of high and low 
income resi dents in a 400-acre 
area that w ill contai n resi dentia l 
apartment un its, a shoppi ng cen
ter, uniq ue in te rnal transpo rtation 
fa cili t ies, two instituti ons of higher 
lea rni ng, and a hospita l comp lex. 

Soul City, a new town fo r 50,-
000 des igned primarily but not 
excl usively fo r b lacks, is bei ng 
developed by Fl oyd B. McKissick, 
fo rmer nati onal di recto r of 
C. O.R.E., in a poverty-stri cken 
ru ral area near the no rthern 
border of North Caro lina. It is the 
first " free sta nd ing new town" 
fa r from a metropolitan area to 
be approved fo r Ti t le V II loan 
guarantees. McKiss ick had to at
tract industry to this rura l back
wa ter in order to secure hi s 
federa l backing, and this was no 
easy task. But by doi ng so he w ill 
provide emp loyment and a higher 
sta ndard of li vi ng fo r thousands. 

alienated as they live in the midst of 
an affluent communi ty fa r from thei r 
o ld fr iends. Yo uth w ill need recrea
ti onal outlets-to say nothing of 
drug abuse co unsell ing- particularly 
during the ea rly years of a new town 
w hen there are fewer amenities. 

These " peopl e serving concerns" 
are pa rt of the church's mission 
agenda. A t each stage of any new 
town 's deve lopment the chu rch w il l 
be p resent with i ts full -time clergy 
and its lay persons, all ab le to help 
so lve these prob lems. Th e church 
can be better prepared to help if it 
has rea lly been invo lved in social 
p lann ing fo r the new town from the 
beginning, in dialogue w ith the de
velope r. 

Harbison, South Carolina 

Not unexpectedly, therefo re, w e 
f ind that the church ·has been pres
ent on the new town fron tier of our 
ti me. The p rojected new town of 
Harbison, South Carolina, has Pres
byteri an parentage . Located just 
no rthwest of Co lumbia, S.C. , Har
bison w ill be the home of 21,000 
people of all income levels and 
races w hen it is completed around 
1993. The land on w hich i t w ill be 
bu il t is largely land purchased by 
the church many yea rs ago and used 
fo r a school. The church fo rmed a 
co rporation, SOCARGA, Inc. (Synod 
of South Carolina and Georgia) to 
develop plans fo r the use of th is 
va luabl e land w ith help from the 
denom ination's national m1 ss1on 
agencies. Socia l planning fo r this 
new commun ity incl udes day care 
cente rs to be operated in associa
tion w ith elementa ry school s. 

Woodlands, Texas 

George Mitchell , the deve loper of 
the Woodlands, a Title V II new 
commun ity no rth of Ho uston, Texas 
(ta rget popul atio n : 156,000), invited 
representatives of all majo r faiths 
and denom inations to form a " Reli
gious Inst itution Pl ann ing Group" 
to develop the ti metable and the 
manner in w hich these religious 
gro ups would be present in the new 
town. In i t ia l wo rk in thi s group has 
resul ted in a design fo r a coopera
tive ministry to be known as 
" Wood lands Religious Community, 
Inc." Denominational officia ls wi ll 
fo rm the corpo rate boa rd that will 
get the min istry sta rted as the fi rst 
peop le move in . As the new res i
dents of the new town arr ive in 
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greater numbers, they will take over 
responsibilities. Planning for the 
" churching" of the new town is be
ing done on an in terfaith basis, pro
jecti ng the possibility of a mix of 
religious stru ctures that wou ld be 
difficult to create anywhere except 
in a new community : denomina
tional churches in sepa rate fac iliti es ; 
denom inational churches shari ng 
facilities with ether congregations 
under one roof; un ion congrega tions 
affiliated with more than one de
nomination ; and so on . The plan
ning group ea rl y requested co nsu lta
tive assistance from the Church De
velopment Task Force of JSAC, w hich 
offers to any such planning group 
the lea rnin gs from similar groups 
elsewhere in the co untry. 

Flower Mound, Texas 

Flower Mound, a new town pro
jected just north of the new Dallas
Ft. Worth Regional Airport, has a 
sim ilar interfaith group wo rking in 
close association with the devel
ope r, Raymond Nasher, and w ith a 
similar co nsultative link with JSAC. 
The " Flower Mound Inter-Faith 
Consultation" co nsists of seventeen 
religious organizations brin ging to 
the planning process the richness of 
their dive rsity. The planning group 
includes Southern Bapti st, Presby
terian (P.C.U .S. and U.P.C.U .S.A.), 
Jewish, Roman Catho lic, Methodist 
(U.M .C. and C.M .E.), Lutheran 
(A.LC. , LC.A., and LC.-M .S.), Epis
copa l, Seventh Day Adventist, As
sembly of God, Disciples of Christ, 
and United Church of Chri st repre
sentatives together with leaders of 
the Councils of Churches in Dall as 
and Ft. Worth . Letters of under
standing have been exchanged be
tween the developer and the Con
sultation ca lling for the pl anning of 
a multi-faith center, independent 
church si tes, and church facilities 
in shopping centers and hou si ng 
faci lities for the elderly. In addition 
the Consultation members are re
quested to participate in social plan 
ning for town-wide programs in 
which religious groups with their 
staff and members may be key par
ticipants. 

The experience of church leaders 
in Britai n seems to indicate that 
these efforts at joint planning are 
right on target. The British have be
gun to plan much more closely to
gether for recentl y designated new 

towns. " Ecumenical experiments" in 
the newest sections of several new 
towns ca ll for church buildings 
which wi ll be the common home of 
seve ral religious groups. 

In the new towns of Li vingsto n 
(Scotland) and Stevenage (England) 
p ioneering church planners are de
signi ng faciliti es in w hich " church 
space" and " community space" w ill 
be under the sa me roof. In Steven
age a community hall and town 
library wi ll be on one si de of a 
foyer/coffee shop, and church facili
ties w ill be on the other side. 

Dr. James Maitland, a Church of 
Scotland mini ster, says " by bui lding 
wa ll s arou nd ou r church fac iliti es in 
the past we have lost contact with 
people in the community." 

Some Pitfalls 

There are pitfalls to be sure in 
the use of common faci liti es by sev
eral denominations, as experience in 
the Cooperative M inistry at Colum
bia, Maryland, over the past five 
yea rs has shown. We must avoid too 
much pre-planning by church offi
cia ls w hich makes it difficult for new 
res idents to do their own decision
making about the sty le of ch urch 
life or the kind of church building 
they w ill have. More options need 
to be kept open so that a mix of dif
ferent kinds of facilities wi ll be 
avai lable and so that flexible styles 
of co ngregational life and minis
terial leade rship wi ll be present in 
the new town . 

But there is so lid agreement 
among church leaders at both local 
and national leve ls in America that 
the planning fo r what is to happen 
in a new town must be done on an 
ecumen ical o r interfa ith basis. 
And reli gious leaders across the 
co untry are responding to this style 
of joint work . Denomi nations are 
forming local coa litions in places 
where new towns are projected in 
order to coordinate and implement 
their planning. A nd from Florida to 
California the stimulus of new 
towns has resulted in regional de
nominational coa litions to integ rate 
new town planning with the 
churches' total agenda for a region. 

Like it or not, America wi ll be 
grow ing during the next thirty years. 
As new patterns are planned for 
new towns, this challenge may be
come a great oppo rtunity for 
America-and the churches. • 

Children play in the Wilde 
Lake Village center, one of 
several villages already built 
in the new town of Columbia, 
Maryland. 
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"I was a member of a 
Christian mission but was 
living with some Jew
ish people in South-West 
Africa," the gloriously robed 
Zulu rabbi, right, said. He 
had just concluded a Suk
koth service, Judaism's tra
ditional Feast of Thanksgiv
ing. "One night my father 
appeared to me in a dream 
and ordered me to accept 
Jewish rituals and to found 
myself a sect." 

Remarkably, he had, and 
now his congregation, some 
75 Zulu-speaking Blacks of 
the Bantu, an ancient Afri
can people, were streaming 
out of their one-room church 
near Pretoria, capital of 
Transvaal, in South Africa. 
During the service, a hyp
notic-like quietism cloaked 
the worshippers, as if a pa
gan ancestral deity and 
Jehovah Himself were doing 
silent battle for supremacy in 
the minds and on the in
choate tongues of these de
vout Zulu. 

The chief priest, right, wears a 
stole-like " talith" on which is 
sewn the traditional Mogen 
David or star of David. 
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The sect calls itself th " Bantu Trad i
tional School ," not mentioning th nam 
" church," and follows J w i h cu tom , 
ritual , and the commandm nt of J wi h 
scripture . All Jewish r ligiou holiday or 
observed , such a s Hanukkah , although 
each is celebrated for only on day; Suk
koth is celebrated with the symbol of 
Thanksgiving , and also a sermon , hymn , 
and prayers familiar to Jews th world 
over. These Africans observe the dietary 
laws. Their sons are ci rcumcised on the 
seventh day after birth by the priest, 
though formerly by a Jewish physician
until the task began taking too much of 
his time. 

As the Sukkoth service begins, the congregation 
sings a hymn, with a drum marking the beat, 
and then chants a responsive read ing . Prayer 
books used by Jews in all English-speaking parts 
of the world are employed. 
A small pile of shoes stands outside the crude 
brick, corrugated tin-roofed chu rch , left, g iven 
the name " Bantu Trad itional School." It is s itu
ated north of Pretoria in the Transvaa l. 
Opposite page, rays of the sun play beacon-like 
on the white caps of the women, who in devotion 
stare at the ground . A shaft of su n splashes 
upon the palm leaves a nd flower blossoms deco
rating a golden staff. 
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However, tribal traditions and 
racial characteristics dating from 
the mists of antiquity quite natural
ly pervade every a spect of the reli
gious thought and behavior of 
these people--and most beautiful
ly, as in the feast robes worn by 
their priests. Thus, it might be said 
that they are less Jews and more 
nearly Africans who, caught up in 
a continent-wide revolution, have 
found a religious peace and path 
to the future by reconciling the rites 
and doctrines of Judaism with their 
own traditional thoughts and ways. 

In the half-light of the sanctuary, Zulu 
women listen silently to the sermon. The 
church's religious leaders decorate their 
feast robes with tassels, embroidery, 
satin, cloaks and plush sleeves . Their 
caps are trimmed with silver stripes and 
variously shaped insignia, designating 
rank in the hierarchy . Zulu and Jewish 
traditional designs contribute the overall , 
exotic effect. 
The chief rabbi , opposite page ,. holds up 
the lulav, which rhododendron flowers 
adom . 
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The request "Lord, teach us to 
pray"-the theme of the 1973 Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity-is di
rectly related to the origin and growth 
of the search for Christian unity itself. 
For, since its genesis early in this 
century to its present manifestation 
as a world-wide observance, this week 
of prayer has arisen from and de
pended upon the willingness of Chris
tians to seek prayerfully the will of 
their Lord and to follow it. Christians 
find themselves repeating this request 
again and again, since prayer does not 
come easily to sinful men. 

Jesus' hope for the unity of his fol
lowers is well known; his prayer, as 
recorded in John 17, is and has been 
one of the moving forces of the ecu
menical movement, compelling those 
who would be his disciples to a life
long search for unity and community 
with one another. This community is 
both a means and an end-he prayed 
"that they may be one even as we are 
one ... so that the world may know 
that thou hast sent me." And Jesus 
prayed this prayer in the hour when, 
by his Cross, he was to draw all men 
to himself. 

When the disciples saw the Master 
at prayer, they slowly realized that 
his intimate communion with his 
Father was central to his life (Luke 
10:22) . Whatever he said and did 
was given meaning and strength from 
his oneness with the Father. 

Prayer for Christian unity has been 
one of the vital factors in bringing 
about the startling ecumenical devel
opments of the twentieth century. 
That is to say, the disciples' request 
"Lord, teach us to pray" has become 
the request of countless Christians as 
they consider how their obedience 
might best be manifested . And, as 
Jesus responded to that first request 
by praying what has become the 
Lord's Prayer, so his prayer for the 
oneness of his followers serves as a 
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model for us who wish to p ray and 
act according to his will regarding 
unity. It is this same prayer for unity 
which the Spirit calls forth among his 
followers , "for we do not know how 
to pray as we ought." Consider his 
prayer : 
I pray that they may all be one 

It is the hope, prayer and the will 
of the Lord that his followers be to
gether in unity. Our generation has 
reminded us that this unity does not 
imply uniformity-on the contrary , it 
is a unity made possible and mean
ingful only as each brings his gifts, 
experience, insight and ethos into 
the larger entity. It is not that we as 
persons lose our individuality in a 
larger communal whole, but ra ther 
that each become a new creation as 
he contributes to and in tum is inte
grated into, the Body of Christ, a 
body which is more than the sum of 
its parts. 
even as We are one 

The mystery of Christ's oneness 
with the Father is too great for us to 
comprehend. But we do know that 
Jesus assumed a complete unity be
tween Himself and God ( I and the 
Father are one ) and that He com
pared this oneness to that of the 
Christian community. This is a unity 
in which one can speak for another, 
in which there is agreement and not 
strife (Paul exhorts the saints to be 
of one spirit and one mind-Phil. 
1: 27) , where there is identity of pur
pose and an absence of dissension ( I 
Cor. 1:10 ). 
so that the world may know that 
Thou hast sent me 

The unity of Jesus with the Father 
was to be accepted by faith. But in 
his prayer, Jesus appealed for the 
unity of his followers in the context 
of a Mission imperative--they were 
to be unified in order that the world 
might observe and know and believe! 
Although a spiritual basis underlies 

this unity, some kind of visible one
ness is also certainly included, if the 
world is to draw any conclusions 
from it. 

Underlying and making possible 
Christi an unity is Jesus' ferven t 
prayer. It is his will that the Chris
tian community be visibly unified for 
the sake of the world . In this respect 
Christ has taught us how to pray for 
unity too. 

The Lord has indeed taught us how 
we are to pray in communion with 
God. Although individual and grow
ing common prayer has been basic to 
the growth of Christian unity in this 
century, there is an action element in 
prayer which should also not be ne
glected . The matter of response may 
not be omitted- after having com
muned with the Father, after having 
received insight into his will, obedi
ence in work is required . 

Part of the difficulty now being ex
perienced in the churches in the ecu
menical movement is attributable to 
the fact that our experiences of unity 
have already transcended and gone 
on ahead of the theological vessels we 
have available to understand them. 

And so various conceptions of uni ty 
abound in the churches; these con
cepts result in different models of one
ness. There is need for us now to con
sider seriously together how these 
varying expressions of our oneness in 
Christ can be related to one another 
in an obedient and fruitful fashion . 
The prayer of the Lord has impelled 
us to growing unity, but we hav not 
yet learned ( or agreed ) how to ex
press this unity in accordance with 
his wish. Thus there is an urgent need 
for prayer for guidance as to how we 
should seek, live and demonstra te our 
unity in the world. 

Gerald F. Moede is Secretary, Faith and 
Order Secretariat, World Council of 
Churches. 

This brings us to the final question 
-for whose sake is the Church to be 
one? The Church is not an end in it
self ; its unity is unmistakably in
tended to serve as a sign to the world, 
as a sign of what oneness and com
munity can mean, and as a sign of the 
intended unity of mankind as well. 
God has created man for fellowship 
with himself and with man's neigh
bor. The unity of the People of God, 
however imperfect it is, either vali
dates the claim of the Church or calls 
it into question in the eyes of the 
world . 

He has willed, and created the pos
sibility, of our being one. The re
sponse is ours to make. Lord, teach 
us to p ray! • 
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-l HE HISTORY of many cul-
tures is inscribed on the 
land and in a great sense 

determined by it. Natural resources, 
plant and animal life, even climate, 
leave their mark on the earth and 
shape the lives of the people. 

For the American Indian, his cul
ture and his land bear the indelible 
mark of long struggle. The sovereignty 
of "the land between the four sacred 
mountains and the four sacred rivers" 
has determined that struggle for the 
Navajos of the Southwest. In their 
language they are called Dineh-"The 
People of the Earth." This reverence 
for the soil is not a trait peculiar to 
the Navajo; many an emigrant ven
turing to foreign shores often carried 
with him a vial of his native soil, a 
relic of a past life-the dark loam of 
Ireland in which the shamrocks grew, 
the rich soil that nurtured the finest 
vineyards of France. 

Taking leave of his homeland was 
not a self-imposed journey for the 

·Navajo; it was the result of conflict 
between the white man's values and 
his own. After successfully defending 
his land from the Spaniards, the 
Navajo was faced with a new tres
passer. The white man who had settled 
the United States gained the territories 
of Arizona and New Mexico in 1846 
as spoils of the Mexican War. 

It was this triumph that placed the 
Navajo between two worlds . The in
justices he suffered at the hands of 

the trespassers have made the suprem
acy of the soil and the cohesiveness 
of his community more precious to 
the Navajo. 

For a people self-sufficient and 
proud, the resolution of conflict be
tween his ancient lore and the values 
of the emerging United States was 
difficult. It is the history of our nation, 
in part. 

Today, the land of the Navajo bears 
the mark of the modem impinging 
upon the old mode of life . The 

avajos are demonstrating that there 
is ample room for both points of view 
and mutual appreciation of the best 
in each tradition. 

Having retained his culture through 
centuries without the use of written 
language, without centers of educa
tion or books, the Navajo has slowly 
come to recognize the need for 
schools. This is the most significant 
mark the twentieth century leaves 
upon his viewpoint. 

Today's Indian is turning from 
sheepherding and rug weaving to skills 
that will secure economic stability 
and self-sufficiency. ' 

"This Land Is My Land . .. " 

The value of the land and the co
hesiveness of the Navajo community 
are inextricably bound, for their past 
has shaped their present. 

The acquisition of the Arizona and 
New Mexico territori es brought white 
settlers to the sacred land of the 

Navajo. When it was decided that 
the Indians were a white man's bur
den in their own land and should be 
moved, the cavalry starved them into 
submission. In 1864, as a community, 
they made the journey remembered 
in sadness as "the Long Walk," a 
journey which ripped them from 
familiar and cherished country. 

A detachment of soldiers, under the 
fi eld command of Colonel "Kit" 
Carson, systematically rounded up the 
Navajo and relocated them in an 
area near the Pecos River in the 
territory of New Mexico. For five 
years, they tried to acclimate to the 
land-alkaline and alien-protecting 
th ir small herds of sheep from 
v1c10us Comanche raids. Of the 
original 9,000 who made the trip to 
this area which they called Hwelte 
over 2,000 died . It was an unhappy 
place, which is now known by its 
Spanish name, Bosque Redondo. 

Dysentery, pneumonia, melancholia 
were rampant, causing the Navajo to 
yearn even more for his homeland. 
Those who were unsuccessful in their 
attempts to return to the sacred land 
in Arizona were returned to Bosque 
Redondo by the blue-uniformed 
cavalry. 

Officials in Washington soon recog
nized the futility of maintaining the 
Bosque Redondo. A delega tion known 
as the Peace Commission (though 
there had been no war) and headed 
by General William Sh rman, traveled 
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A multi-faceted United Presbyterian ministry 
serving the Navafo nation includes medical, 

counseling, recreattonal, educational, and 
churcl1 services. The College of Ganado, neu; 
comprehensive teaching and counseling center, 

offers post-secondary and college-preparatory 
work, community college program, vocational 
division, early childhood education, religious 

education, an in-service teacher aide program 
and other curricula. The year-around school is 

emphasizing the inclusion of Indians on staff and 
Board of Regents. 

Opposite page, Mr. Allen Yashie Hill, lay pastor, preaches in 
the Ganado Presbyterian Church. The church is 

helping to reactivate a farming co-op and to 
organize a corporation to sponsor small business. 

to Fort Sumner to negotiate a treaty 
with the Navajo. 

In 1868, members of the tribe 
entered into agreement with the 
United Sta tes government. A treaty 
was signed , giving them a reservation 
which now comprises 25,000 square 
miles-the sovereign land that has 
come to be known as the Navajo 

a ti on. 
That land and the community that 

dwells there have undergone many 
changes since Barboncito-dejected, 
almost defeated- implored the Peace 
Commission : "I hope to God you will 
not ask me to go to any other country 
xcept my own ." 

A Mission in the Desert 

At the beginning of the twentieth 
century, before the territory of 
Arizona achieved statehood, the Flag
staff Church urged the Presbytery of 
Arizona and the Board of Home Mis
sions in New York to begin missionary 
work among the Navajo. Evangelism, 
education and medicine were cited as 
areas in which the community could 
b nefit from the white man's progress 
and culture. 

An expeditionary force sent to !iCOut 
the area determined it would be ad
vantageous to locate a mission at 
Ganado, Ari zona, probably named for 
the avajo chief Ganado Mucho 
meaning "Many Cattle." Their deci~ 
sion has shaped many aspects of 
Navajo life. Within the first thirty 
years of its existence, the Ganado 
Mission established a hospital, a 
boarding school for grades 1-12 and 
a church . 

The decision to locate the work of 
the Presbyterian mission at Ganado 
was due in part to one man who was 
legendary throughout the Southwest 
- John Lorenzo Hubbell. For years, 
he served as the avajo's merchant, · 
.guide and doctor. 

Today, more than a hundred years 
after the Navajo returned to their 
land, the Hubbell Trading Post at 
Ganado still stands, a National His
toric Site. 

It was John Lorenzo Hubbell who 
opened his home to the first mis
sionaries, Charles Bierkemper and his 
wife. Mrs. Bierkemper was the first 
teacher at the Ganado Mission School. 

Plans for expanding the Mission 
School in Hubbell's home were com
plica ted by a limited water supply. 
The Rev. Fred C. Mitchell, first super
in tendent of the Ganado Mission, con-
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turned to• drill and pray d spite the 
advice of the Indian Bureau that no 
water was to be found in the Canyon 
de Chelly region. Even when the drill 
cable broke, Dr. Mitchell persisted. 
A well was sunk that produced 4,500 
gallons of water an hour-more than 
sufficient for the early needs of the 
Mission. 

With a constant supply of water, 
it was possible to expand the services 
of the eleven-bee Mission hospital. As 
the need grew, the inadequacy of the 
facilities was made more apparent; 
patients housed iu tents were kept 
warm with hot water bottles-the 
water in them often freeezing during 
the cold winter nights. 

Believing that the Gospel could 
best be spread among the Navajo in 
conjunction with healing, Dr. Sals
bury concentrated on expanding the 
hospital. Graduates of its nurses' 
school served in the Army as medics 
or continued their education outside 
the reservation. 

In 1963, the new Sage Memorial 
Hospital was completed . It is now a 
training center for medical health 
personnel sponsored by Project HOPE 
under a five-year lease agreement with 
the Board of National Missions. The 
future administration and develop
ment of the hospital, it is hoped , will 
lie in the hands of Indian community 
leaders. 

Expanding educational opportuni
ties for the Navajo was always an aim 
of the Ganado Mission. Success with 
the grade school program encouraged 
Mission teachers to establish , in 1926, 
the Ganado Mission High School. 
Arthur Hubbard, one of its first gradu
ates, is instrumental in the growth of 
a new two-year community college 
located in the heart of the Navajo 
Nation . 

A New Era of Progress 

Within the scope of its seventy 
years on the reservation, the Ganado 
Mission served the medical, spiritual 

. and educational needs of thousands of 
Navajos. A framework of immediate 
and future goals of the Mission at 
Ganado in relation to changing needs 
of the Navajo and their strengthened 
sense of self-determination grew out 
of a task force investigation in 1968. 

This evaluation revealed that pro
grams at Ganado were duplicating ef
forts of public schools on the reserva
tion and those maintained by the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. While less 

than fifty percent of the enrollment 
at the Mission schools came from the 
reserva tion and the orthern Arizona 
region, the educa tional needs of a 
large portion of the community were 
not being met. This group was di
verse. It included high school gradu
ates who were inadequately prepared 
to enter college and obtain employ
ment, as well as those who had 
entered college unprepared . An in
creasingly large number of young 
adults who had not completed high 
school or developed employment skills 
were also a part of this group . In 
addition a large population of middle
aged and older residents of this area 
were included. This group could bene
fit from enrichment and basic educa
tion programs if they were offered. 

In Navajo tradition, with emphasis 
upon the individual and his role in 
the total community, leaders of the 
Nation determined that a community 
college would provide opportunities 
for the entire population. In 1970, a 
new era began with the creation of 
The College of Ganado. 

Guided by a Board of Regents, hav
ing a majority membership of avajo 
and Hopi, and assisted by the Board 
of National Missions of the United 
Presbyterian Church and the Synod 
of Arizona, this new approach to the 
educational needs of the twentieth 
centu ry Indian began to take shape. 

On the 110-acre campus, the 60 
buildings originally erected by the 
Ganado Mission are being refurnished 
to meet the needs of a community 
college. 

Within limits, college programs 
have been geared to confront basic 
problems among the Navajo-com
munication barriers, lack of motiva
tion, lack of exposure to career possi
bilities. 

The College of Ganado's Diagnostic 
Center has recently expanded its 
testing program to include a compre
hensive battery of achievement, 
interests and aptitude tests that assist 
the student. The Communications 
Development Program, soon to be 
initia ted by the college, will help stu
dents and other members of the 
Navajo and Hopi communities to 
develop a variety of language skills. 

Working for a lateral improvement 
of the community, The College of 
Ganado has offered its services to 
those who are not involved in college 
programs. A day-care center is becom
ing more of a reality. To be owned 

• 

and operated by the Ganado Chapter 
of the avajo Nation , the center will 
provide food, care and informal edu
cation programs for children whose 
parents are working or taking courses. 
Additionally the College is working 
with community leaders in planning 
economic development, housing and 
service systems. Its classrooms, church 
facilities and recreational play areas 
are avai lable for community use. 

Throughout The College of Ganado 
and the Navajo Nation, the people 
are intent upon bettering their lives, 
combining the old with the new. The 
life of the avajo may soon reiterate 
an old chant : " . . . Before me all is 
beautiful , Behind me all is beautiful ." 

• 
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M. JEAN WILSON 

The clients se rved by Victor Ruiz 
today are far different from those 
he se rved 30 months ago. 

In September, 1970, he gave up a 
successful ca ree r in architecture and 
began his wo rk as a United Method
ist Community Developer. Instead 
of worki ng with builders and co n
tractors, he is now working with 
churchmen and gang leaders alike. 
Victor Ruiz is still building, but in
stead of working on one stru cture at 
a time, he's working on an entire 
community at once. 

That community is City Terrace, 
an isolated quarter in busy, crowded 
East Los Angeles, Californi a. Mr. 
Rui z' headquarters are in the heart 
of the barrio in what was once an 
unused and va ndalized medical 
building. Mr. Ruiz and City Terrace 
residents remodeled the bui lding 
and it is now the " Miniplex," occu
pied by the Community Developer 
as well as severa l other groups and 
individuals involved in church and 
social work. At the Miniplex and 
throughout the area, Victor Ruiz is 
faced with offe ring alternatives to 
gang activiti es, vandali sm, drug ad
di ction , alco holi sm, and other prob
lems that plague the urban com
munity. 

When he started working as a 
Community Developer, the on ly 
guideline given to him by the 
United Methodist Board of Missions 
was to stimulate the loca l church 
into community action. He has been 
wo rkin g as a team with the Rev. 
A li ce Weed, pastor of City Terrace 
United M ethodist Church , and a 
congregation of 33 members. The 
Rev. Mi ss Weed served as a mission
ary in mainland China before the 
change in government in that coun
try, then se rved in Costa Rica prior 
to being appointed to the City Ter
race congregation as the first and 
only ordained woman elder in the 
Southern California-Arizona Con
ference. 

Mr. Ruiz and Miss Weed are tak-
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ing advantage of the church's facili
ties, fo rmerly a Jewish recreation 
cente r located j ust two doors from 
the M inip lex. O ne of the f irst proj 
ects undertaken was o rganiz ing a 
neighbo rhood basketba l I team and 
recrea ti on program, using th e p lay
ground that is pa rt of the church 
prope rty. Inside the build ing, one of 
the roo ms has been converted into 
a thrift store operated by women of 
the church and serving the ent ire 
community. Donations are made to 
the shop by o th er churches in the 
Los Angeles area. A literacy center 
is ope rated in ano ther room by Mi ss 
Weed and M r. Ruiz. Students ga th er 
twice a week, lea rn ing to read and 
speak the Engli sh language ; in many 
homes of the community, Spanish 
is th e only language spoken. Pl ans 
are underway to start a day ca re 
cente r at the church. 

Sandwiched between City Terrace 
United M ethodi st Church and Mr. 
Ruiz' headquarters is an aban doned 
se rvice stati on. He and the Ch icano 
Chri sti an Coa liti on, an interdenomi 
na tional you th o rgan ization, have 
p lans fo r the empty facility. Th e 
office wi l l be converted into a serv
ing area and the lube rack area wi ll 
become an in fo rm ati on center as a 
part of an outdoo r coffee house. 
Pl anned prog rams centered at the 
coffee house wi ll be extensive. In 
add ition to mu sica l enterta inmen t 
an d outdoor movies, educa tional, 
employment and drug abu se co un
se ling wi ll be offe red to the young 
peop le. The Coa li tion has p lans for 
tuto rin g se rvices, leadership tra ining, 
and Bi b le study as we ll. Eventually 
the Coa liti on wi ll assume the co m
p lete operati on of the coffeehouse. 

Some of the projects of the fu
ture are represented by fe lt pen 
ma rk ings on a map on the wal l of 
Victo r Ru iz ' office in the M in ipl ex. 
O n the map, M r. Ru iz has outlined 
the target area o f City Terrace w hi ch 
he fee ls is most in need of deve l
opment. W ithin thi s area are ni ne 

dots, sign ifyi ng empty buil dings and 
vacant lo ts. Rather than leaving 
these si tes as objects of vanda lism 
and meeting p laces fo r local gangs, 
Mr. Ruiz p roposes to make them 
centers that w ill be of va lue to the 
neighbo rh ood. A mong his ideas for 
developing the properties are apart
ment build ings, a shoppi ng cen te r, 
a schoo l, pos t office, food coopera
tive, day ca re center, and mi ni -parks 
on si tes that are too small to allow 
co nstructio n of bu ildings. Zoning 
clea rance was obta ined recently for 
one of th e si tes to be deve loped into 
a Head Start center. 

Bes ides improvi ng the phys ica l 
accommodations of the co mmun ity, 
Mr. Ruiz hopes that hi s co nst ru cti on 
proposa ls w ill offer an economic 
boos t to the ci tizens. O ne of the 
b iggest p rob lems of City Terrace is 
economic and there are few persons 
wi th business experi ence to develop 
loca lly opera ted ente rp ri ses. The 
p lans for co nstru ction also include 
plans fo r teach ing busi ness admini s
trat ion and prog ram management so 
that projects wi ll no t only be oper
ated fo r the res idents, but by them 
as we ll. He hopes that the experience 
gai ned w ill be appl ied to fu rther 
expansion o f community develop
ment. 

Beca use of the improvements Mr. 
Ruiz has al ready made and his p lans 
fo r the future, it is surpris ing to learn 
that prio r to 1970, he had no 
experience in social deve lopment. 
Aged 56 and th e grand fa th er of 12, 
his involvement as a Communi ty 
Deve loper was somewhat co inci
denta l. A dozen years ago he was 
wo rking on co nstruction of a Meth
odi st church and was influ enced by 
the examp le of the engi neer on the 
job, w ho was a M ethodi st. After the 
co nstru cti on was co mpleted, M r. 
Rui z became a Method ist and joined 
the church he had helped to build . 
He became act ive as a layman, se rv
ing on Confe rence Boards of 
Evangelism, Laity, and Pensions, and 

in the Counci l of Mi nistries. At the 
ti me the National Division of the 
Board of Missions dete rm ined that 
City Terrace would be one of 10 
comm un ities th roughout the nation 
to receive the services of a Com
munity Deve loper, Mr. Ruiz acquired 
the medica l building for the pu rpose 
of working on neighbo rhood im
provement. One of his assignments 
was to serve on a loca l committee 
to fi nd the perso n to assume the 
development project. W hen no one 
could be fou nd, and fee li ng that the 
chance for Ci ty Terrace improvement 
was too good to be passed up, 
Victor Ru iz vo lu nteered to become 
the developer. W hen asked why he 
would give up a ca reer and comfort
ab le pos i tio n in li fe, Mr. Ruiz an
swe red, " I wa nted to get invo lved ." 

Money is the b iggest prob lem in 
keepi ng the prog ram going at City 
Terrace. The Com mu nity Develop
ment prog ram cove rs on ly the 
sa laries of the wo rke rs. Payi ng fo r 
the Mi nip lex and all other ope rati ng 
expenses must be taken care of by 
co ntributions from churches and 
groups fro m the area . City Terrace 
Uni ted Method ist Church is ab le to 
he lp with some of the expenses each 
month, bu t the co ngregation is mo re 
in a position of needing the services 
offe red than being ab le to suppo rt 
the p rogram. Mr. Ru iz is presently 
in need of a secretary, and says that 
if the rooms in the M ini p lex we re all 
rented, expenses would not be such 
a prob lem. V icto r Ru iz says " . . . if 
the Lo rd sees the wo rk with favo r, 
he w ill provi de." 

In t ime the build ing with w hich 
M r. Ruiz is now invo lved wi l l change 
the appearance of City Terrace. 
Perhaps less obvious but much more 
important wi ll be the impact his 
program w ill co nti nue to have upon 
the residents. By offering meaningful 
ways to use thei r energies and 
reso urces , he is no t on ly building 
a· co mmuni ty. Victo r Ruiz is also 
bu il d ing peop le. • 
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B ESSIE SMITH spoke in flat 
tones, her face without expres
sion . The Christians gathered 

around her nevertheless listened in 
shocked sympathy as Bessie, without 
evident emotion, described the 
numbing horror of the victims of 
strip mining in Appalachia. 

Earlier in the day, our caravan of 
Volkswagen vans had labored 
through the constant dust of a coal
truck road, up the hair-pin switch
backs of a south Virginia mountain
side, until we stood w here the giant 
bulldozers had recently finished cut
ting a beautiful mountain into a hor
ribly scarred caricature of itself. It 
wou ld have been difficu lt to cl imb 
the steep wooded slope befo re. 
Now, we walked along a flat ledge, 
50 yards wide in places, with a verti
cal face nearly as high above us. 
Here the coal had been cut away 
and the mountain left to die. And 
die it will. 

The overburden and waste rock 
was pushed down the steep mou n
tain slope below us, disturbing the 
natural stabi lity of the mounta in . 
Huge crevices, big enough to step 
into, ran along the whole slope
deep beyond measure. 

Some day soon, a typica l heavy 
mountain rain will sluice into these 
fractures and the mountai n may co l
lapse. They will call it a land-s lide 
and an " act of God"-if anyone 
even bothers to take note of the 
mountain 's death. 

Five or six famil ies live in the 
shadow of this mountai n, with other 
cabins clustered further down the 
same " holle r" (a mountain gorge), 
within potential reach of the two
ton slabs of ancient rock that wil l 
come rolling down the mountai n's 
desecrated slope. When the moun
tai n dies, it wi ll not d ie alone. But 
we will likely never hear about it. 
It will be just another of many such 
local tragedies in the mou ntains of 
Appalachia-the death of just one 
mountain of a thousand. 

We were a sma ll group of con
ce rned people gathered for a first
hand look at the life and problems 
of these people. United by our faith 
in Christ and joined in common 
concern for the people of " Amer
ica's longest ghetto," we had been 
summoned by CORA. We came 
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from several denomi nations to fo rm 
a cross-section of the Chu rch : a 
bishop, m ission executives, laymen 
and pasto rs. CO RA is the Commi s
sion on Religion in Appalachia, a 
coa lition of 17 majo r denominations 
joined in Chris t ian co ncern for the 
deprived and dehumanized peopl e 
of our eas tern moun ta ins. 

Now, in a coa l-m ining town in 
southeast Kentucky, we were gath 
ered in a hospita l dining room for 
another in a se ri es of interviews wi th 
the local peopl e. Bessie and her 
pee rs have endured so much tragedy 
that she seemed bored w ith i t. She 
is but one of the spokesmen fo r a 
large segment of the populati on 
that must rely on food stamps and 
othe r fo rms of we lfa re to exi.st. She 
spoke w ithout emot ion, but her 
'words gave strong testimony to the 
indignation of havi ng been deprived 
of the right to ea rn a livi ng. Life 
would be easier fo r Bessie if she 
denied the dictates of her con
science and remained sil ent. She 
to ld us that, because she does speak 
out, every aspect o f the " estab li sh
ment" ri ses up aga inst her and her 
peers in subtly powerful effo rts to 
sil ence their appeals fo r j usti ce. Fo r 
example: Bess ie related that she had 
been cri tic ized by the welfa re case 
wo rke r fo r "attending too many 
ant i-strip m ining meetings and neg
lecting your nine chil dren." The 
next welfare check fa il ed to arr ive. 
A certain fo rm had not been re
ceived from Bessie. She sai d she had 
submitted it seve ral days befo re bu t 
they " co uldn' t f ind it" and she was 
required to fi ll out a new one and 
wait several mo re days fo r it to be 
" processed" befo re welfa re pay
ments co uld be resumed. It is un
derstandable w hy Bessie and others 
li ke her are now active in the local 
Welfa re Rights O rganization. 

Ma rt Shepherd, also in the group, 
descri bed w hat happened to his 
beautiful litt le 80-acre fa rm on the 
moun ta inside. He owned the land 
and fa rmed it, as had hi s fa ther be
fore him. W hen the strip miners 
came with thei r bulldozers and 
trucks, they left all but one acre 
complete ly destroyed-and he sa id 
he has no lega l recourse. Mart, l ike 
many others in the moun ta ins, is the 
victim of a " broad fo rm deed" 
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executed in some di stant past; under 
its term s, mining co mpanies have 
purchased mineral rights for as little 
as S<t per acre. The terms of the 
deed specify that any and all min
era ls on the property may be re
moved by w hatever means the 
miners decide is most feasib le. To
day, that means st ripping. On the 
steep slopes of Appa lachia, thi s 
destroys the land and po llu tes the 
streams with mineral waste. 

It reminded us of the colonialism 
that suppressed and exp loited the 
peop le of Africa in the last century. 
We were incredulous that anyone 
in thi s era and parti cularl y in our 
co untry could have this kind of 
power to destroy the destiny of a 
who le people. But we soon had evi
dence that such malevolent power 
ex ists. 

O ur meeti ng in the hospita l was 
interrupted by a nervous assistant 
hospital admi nist rator who sa id , 
" You people must leave the build
ing immed iate ly. We have just re
ce ived a bomb threat! " It appeared 
that no one in the room really be
lieved it, but we moved out of the 
building with quiet di spatch. O ut
side, the police were waiting to 
com mand us, " We must ask yo u to 
get in your cars and get off the hos
pital grounds at once." While the 
loca l people meeting w ith us as
sured us that it was merely "a 
co incidence," we co uld not help 
noting that our little group repre
sented a wide spectru m of national 
church bodies and potenti ally a 
powerfu l fo rum-and that no pa
tients were evacuated . 

We adjourned to a Presbyterian 
church in a nea rby town and con
tinued our meeting far into the 
night. The women told of having 
moved onto min ing sites to block 
the big machines w ith their bodies. 
They desc ribed how one bulldoze r 
opera tor was fired on the spot when 
he refused to obey hi s foreman's 
command to sta rt up his machine 
and move its b lade aga in st the fo ur 
women standing in front of it. When 
we asked the wo men w hy they, 
rathe r than their hu sbands, had 
taken such dangerous action , they 
replied simply, " W e we re afra id the 
men wou ld be killed ." 

As our ca ravan proceeded away 

from that place, we traveled on 
some public highways that were 
badly broken by the weight of the 
huge coal trucks. At one point, we 
drove for miles behind a 14-wheel 
Mack until it approached a bridge 
posted " Load Lim it 20 tons. " We 
dared not venture onto the bridge, 
but stopped to watch it sag visibly 
beneath the mammoth vehicle that 
must have weighed 20 tons empty, 
to say nothing of the tons of coal 
piled hi gh in its huge box. 

At Blackey, Kentucky, Joe Begley 
is a deputy sheri ff; be is also an 
act ive opponent of strip mining. Mr. 
Begley told of writing citat ions for 
such violations-often on trucks 
without li ce nse plates-only to have 
eve ry case thrown out of court. 

The people w ho are being sub
jected to this exp lo itation by certain 
American industri es and govern
ment agencies, look in vai n to the 
Church to become their advocate 
once again . We who have seen this 
desecration of the land and ached 
in our hea rts for those whose heri
tage is thu s being destroyed wa nt 
the Church to come alive in Chris
tian concern for this hitherto unrec
ognized but most oppressed minor
ity group in our society. Just as it 
did in Africa, the Church can sow 
and nurture seeds to end this ex
ploitive colonialism. 

Though it is already much too 
late, we chall enge the Church to 
assume agai n its historic role in imi
tati on of Christ as the advocate for 
Christ ian morality in ri ghteo us wrath 
aga inst those segments of society, 
industry and government that are 
so tacitly permitti ng the ca rn age of 
our land to continue unabated . 

There are a few faint signs of 
hope. The Ri ght Reverend Wilburn 
C. Campbell , Episcopal Bishop of 
West Virginia, has taken a public 
stand for the abolishment of surface 
mining. The Cong ress is giving seri
ous consideratio n to legislation that 
wo uld forbid surface mining on any 
slope of more than 20 degrees. 

Meanwhile, the people of the re
·gion need help to recover their hu
man dignity and their right of self
determi nation, and CORA is the 
action arm of our denominations in 
Appalachia to help make it happen. 
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NIGERIA 
Dean has been the principal of the 

Theological College of Northern 
igeria since January of this year. 

T.C.N. ., as it is known everywhere, 
is the one seminaiy in the north of 

igeria which trains pastors on an 
interdenominational level. The school 
is now in its fourteenth year. When 
it was founded the very idea of train
ing pastors in the English language 
was practically unknown in this area. 

ow with students from nine different 
churches and sixteen tribes, we have 
shown here at T.C. .N. that Christ 
has "broken down the wall"' which 
divides people and is building His 
own people together, for His glory 
(Eph. 2:14-22 ). The student body has 
now reached a new high in enroll
ment of eighty men and thirty wives. 
The women have their own school 
which makes T.C.N. an unusual 
place. From the beginning it was felt 
that pastors' families must learn to 
serve together and that the wives 
should have an equal chance for 
training alongside their husbands. 
With our student body and eight staff 
fa milies the whole community num
bers above 275. 

Rev. Musa Gotom is our teacher 
in Old Testament and in Pastoral 
subjects. He will be the first alumnus 
of T.C.N.N. to pursue doctoral 
studies. Following Secondary School 
he finished the Diploma Course of the 
College here after which he com
pleted the B.D. degree at London Bi
ble College ( U.K.). He has been on 
the staff for the past three years and 
will be leaving for a three or four
year course in California at the Clare
mont School of Theology. It is impor
tant for us and for the training of 
pastors in West Africa that he has 
b en led to do this graduate work in 
Pastoral Counselling. Think what a 
great help this kind of study will have 
when applied to the problems of the 
African Church by a committed and 
able igerian! Knowing the tremen
dous need for trained Nigerians at the 

highest levels, this is a great step for
ward for the College. Now is the time 
to get our African colleagues into 
teaching and administrative posts. 
Musa Go tom is the kind of Christian 
who will put all that has been en
trusted to him right back into service 
for his own people. Though not all 
the funds needed for his study are 
underwritten as yet, still, there has 
been quite a good response from the 
Churches who cooperate in the Col
lege. 

Lois and Dean Gilliland 
They are United Methodist Mission
aries in Nigeria. The church, which is 
growing rapidly, has 4,500 members. 

CHILE 
Mari, mari pu peni! 
Out of the rolling wheat fields, the 

winding rivers, the stately alamos and 
blue, blue sky comes the Mapuche 
salutation of "Greetings , friends!" 
When I first came to Nueva Imperial 
it was this setting that first impressed 
me. It was summer and everything 
wa~ so lovely. Winter came bringing 
the wheat in and turning the fields 
brown with tilled earth; the rivers 
were still winding, but became swol
len; the alamos after turning gold 
became bare; and the sky almost 
constantly was cloud-covered with 
it being a rare night when we could 
see the jillions of stars that few town 
lights and no pollution afford us . Win
ter here means constant rain, a pene
trating cold and muddy, country 
roads. But spring is now on its way 
and the countryside has been washed 
with the soft pink hue of plum trees 
in bloom. 

It is a lovely area of the varied 
Chilean countryside that offers every
thing from one of the world's driest 
deserts in the north, to glaciers in the 
far south. Being located on the Pacific 
Ocean's famous "ring of fire" it is 
plagued by earthquakes and vol
canoes, and in June we had a series 
of disastrous floods . It is hard to get 
ahead economically if you are forever 
having to recuperate from a natural 
disaster. 

ueva Imperial is not a large town, 
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but it offers a variety of fascinating 
contra ts: Mapuche women with their 
ankle-length cir sses, aprons, shawls 
fas tened with typical silver jewelry 
and head scarves tied in typical 
fashion vs. mini-skirts ; lwasos 
(Chilean cowboys) with their short 
jackets, Hat, broad-rimm ed hats, pon-
hos and boots with silver spurs vs. 

youth in modem dress; and ox-drawn 
carts vs. cars and trucks. Everyone 
is very friendly and this "gringa" has 
had no problem making friends. I love 
it here. 

Being a part of the Rural Work of 
the Methodist Church of Chile, I 
work with the local Methodist minis
ter, who is very concerned with help
ing the Mapuche Indians. These 
people were forced into a reservation 
system at about the time Chile becam e 
a republic in the early 19th century. 
They were never conquered by the 
Spaniards and it was a long, arduous 
battle to ubjugate them. As time 
passed, more and more land was 
taken from them and for a people 
who must subsist off the land, it be
comes more and more difficult. It is 
only recently that they are finally 
receiving some attention and help not 
only through the government, but 
through the Methodist Church, which 
has a history of working with the 
Mapuches. 

Shortly after I first arrived, the 
church held a work camp in four 
Mapuche communities where much
needed social centers were built by 
Methodists from all over Chile. Part 
of the Mapuche problem is due to 
lack of community organization and 
here the people can meet as the pastor 
helps them organize themselves to 
solve problems, get agricultural advice 
and receive instructions on how to 
maintain their health. This latter is a 
major problem, especially TB and 
diarrhea among children. A major 
cause of these two diseases and sub
sequent death among children is due 
to malnutrition, so the church is now 
in the process of establishing a center 
to fi ght childhood malnutrition. 

Over the years, in their attempts to 
achieve economic success, the Ma
puches have tried to be as like other 
Chileans as possible, forsaking their 
customs and languages. As with 
minori ty groups in other countries, 
they are now realizing they do not 
have to give these things up and are 
beginning to take pride in their rich 
heritage. As p art of this new surge 

we are offering Mapuche culture and 
language at the small agricultural 
school/ farm the Methodist Church 
has here for Mapuche children . I 
teach these classes, and enjoy all 
cla ses more than I ever thought I 
would, nev r having taught before. 

Cherie Whi te 
She is a United Methodist missionary 
in Chile, working in a new ministry. 

BRAZIL 
Joao Sara9ol Pereira was employed 

to serve as youth worker and associ
ate for the work in this fi eld. He mar
ried his Presbyterian colleague of four 
years in Word of Life Bible College, 
Vera Lucia ogueira. We are build
ing a house-chapel unit for their use 
while developing our new congrega
tion in Esteio. We've acquired two 
fine lots in a central location in that 
city where it takes from one, two, or 
three months to find a house to rent. 
The city grows very fas t as it is a 
manufacturing center. Weekly meet
ings in the house we built for the 
Teodoro Machado family draw from 
25 to 35 persons. 

Our family visited Brazilian Presby
terian Mission work. In Dourados, 
Mato Grosso, nurse Loida and the Rev. 
Orlando Bomfim developed the Caiua 
Mission which has six churches, 
several schools, and a hospital with 
T.B. wards for Mato Grosso Indian 
nations. They ar e trying to consolidate 
this into an Indian Presbytery before 
retiring after 25 and 30 years of work. 
There the Rev. Evandro and Lourdes 
da Silva with two infants met and led 
us over dirt roads to their ancient 
colonial house in Concepcion, Para
guay, which bas 25,000 inhabitants. 
They have been at work in that thi rd 
city of tiny poor Paraguay fo r two 
years as the first missionaries of the 
Presbyterian Church of Brazil. They 
have done excellent work in giving 
dynamic leadership in evangelism, 
Scouts and public relations. Doors 
are now open to them all over a wide 
area. 

They inherited the results of the 
work of a Scottish Presbyterian M.D ., 
Dr. Lindsay, in the tiny village of 
Belem (Bethlehem ). Dr. Lindsay's 

clinic and Gospel witness of many 
years ended in the 1930's, but bis 
Paraguayan sister-in-law had kep t a 
small group together. Some sixty now 
are gathered under Evanclro's leader
ship . They have bought the former 
clinic site and are building a chapel. 
About thirty persons par ticipate in the 
manse-church activities in Concep
cion. T here are eigh t communicants 
and twelve candida tes for bap tism 
and two fi ne youths living with 
Evandro and Lourdes to finish pre
paratory work before coming to Brazil 
to train for church service. During ten 
busy days of teaching, counseling, 
preaching and meetings with local 
leaders, we were able to help them 
see the outlines of a second stage for 
the work. We took a good look at 
Asuncion and the rich forest and 
agriculture areas of the Brazilian 
states of Paranan, Santa Catarina and 
Rio Grande do Sul's far west. 

Three retreats for the men, women 
and youth of this field took ten days 
and helped consolidate new members 
and added five more to the 40 persons 
on om prayer and training list for 
new members in 1972. Joao S. and 
I did a 1,000 mile trip to study the 
southeastern section of this state, and 
minister to four families that had 
moved from churches in Paranan and 
Minas Gerais. Two families bad al
ready begun a Sunday school in the 
new cement plant vi llage near Pin
heiro Machado. F our major cities of 
from 65,000 to 220,000 inhabitants are 
only served by Pentecostals, or one 
or two decadent churches. The city 
of Rio Grande is particularly demand
ing of attention as the Brazilian 
government is developing the major 
southern port of Brazil. A flamboyant 
Pentecos tal healing sect, and a de
cadent Episcopalian church that took 
over 39 Presbyterians in 1889 to end 
the Rev. I. Vanorden's Presbyterian 
Mission in this state are the remaining 
evangelicals. The city of about 80,000 
is rapidly becoming a spiritism center. 

F loyd E. Grady 
The Rev. Floyd E. Grady and Mrs. 

Loida Grady are on loan to the Board 
of National Missions of the Presby
terian Church of Brazil (I.P.B. ), and 
are serving in Rio Grande do Sul 
·State in a church development project 
in the Canaos- Sapucaia field. 

The Presbyter'ian Church of Brazil 
has 124,799 communicant church 
members served by 594 ordained 
Brazilian pastors. 

43 



- -- - - -
~ 

Huul~s 
~ - ~ 

-

-
- ... 

BLACK RELIGION AND BLACK 
RADICALISM, by Gayraud S. Wil
more . New York, 1972: Doubleday 
and Co., 306 pages, $7.95. 

Gayraud S. Wilmore, Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Professor of Social Ethics at 
Boston University, has made an impor
tant contribution to the literature on 
Black Religion with his new book. 

Dr. Wilmore moves from "The Re
ligion of the Slave" in chapter I to a 
concluding chapter entitled "Black 
Power, Black People and Theological Re
newal." His work is unique in that he 
discusses from cover to cover how the 
struggle for freedom and liberation from 
white domination and o·ppression has 
been the dominant motif for Black peo
ple and their religious institutions in the 
U.S.A. So much of our reading in Black 
history has been giving the impression 
th at Black Religion and Black Church 
life evolved and developed apart from 
the awfulness of American slavery. But 
Wilmore reminds us that the cruelties of 
American slavery as practiced by white 
Christians and condoned by their 
Churches had an overwhelming impact 
upon those first Black Christians in this 
"new" land. We are reminded as we 
read this book that Black people his
torically and today have awakened each 
morning with our ". . . minds stayed 
(focused ) on freedom." 

In his Foreword, C. Eric Lincoln of 
Union Theological Seminary says, "To a 
degree not always recognized, America 
is what it is because the Black minority 
is here .. . " This is a truth that needs 
to be proclaimed daily in this land 
for it is clear that America in its response 
to its largest minority has not believed 
nor understood this. 

~ 

Wilmore's book should help us under
stand why the oft-repeated statement, 
"Sunday morning at 11 a.m. is America's 
most segregated hour" is true. Despite 
our ecumenical dialogue we have not 
yet seriously wrestled with the dialogue 
that must take place between a Black 
Church that exists to comfort the pain 
and eliminate the oppression of its peo
ple and a white church that exists to 
preserve the status quo. Until our ecu
menical dialogue can become broad 
enough to deal with these distinctions 
then an overwhelming number of 
Black Christians will continue to be in 
historically Black denominations and an 
even larger number in predominantly 
Black local churches. 

In the chapter titled, "Three Generals 
in the Lord's Army" the author discusses 
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the freedom-seeking ministries of Gabriel 
Prosser, Denmark Vesey and Nat Turner. 
His detail ing of their Biblical inspiration 
and their propheti c response will help 
the reader understand that Martin Lu
ther King, Jr. was not the fi rst Black 
preacher to strike a blow for freedom in 
the name of the Lord. The commentary 
on Nat Turner, though brief, is helpful in 
placing Turner's ministry in historical 
context in a way that author William 
Styron fa iled to do. 

In the fin al chapter we are brought 
to the present moment. This reviewer 
had hoped that more space might have 
been given in this section to caucuses in 
predominantly white denominations and 
specifically to Black Methodis ts for 
Church Renewal. Unfortunately the im
pression is given that during the Black 
Manifes to confrontation Black Methodist 
staff along with other Black staff used 
the Forman presence to feed the pro
gram budgets of their respective "shops." 
While it is clear that the encounter with 
James Forman helped white denomina
tional leaders "re-discover" their Black 
staff and their programs it may be a bit 
unfair to suggest that Black staff 
"pimped" off the Manifesto. After all , 
Black Staff had been in there slugging 
long before the emergence of the Mani
festo. 

A more detailed description of the 
events of that period might suggest that 
whatever breakdowns occurred resulted 
from poor communication and the fact 
that this was one of the first efforts of 
Blacks from without and Blacks from 
within to push the white church to use 
its resources reparationally. 

It is clear at this juncture that America 
has been unable to remember and re
spond to the historical fac t of American 
slavery. To do so is to acknowledge that 
this republic was built on an inhuman 
activity that is antithetical to our rhetoric 
and our perceptions of ourselves . But 
if white America continues to ignore and 
disown its history of slavery then it will 
never be able to understand and em
power its Black citizens. Thus we have 
the dilemma of 30 million Blacks re
sponding directly and indirectly to a 
history of slavery, a history the res t of 
the nation ignores and dismisses . 

In his las t paragraph Wilmore speaks 
for all Black churchmen. He writes in a 
way that underscores the seriousness 
most of us feel about Black liberation . 
Those of us who know Gay Wilmore 
have seen in his life the courageous 
prophetic ministry that he writes about. 
He is a scholar who is more than his
torian/ theoretician; he has been and is 
an active participant in the Liberation 
struggle through the Church. He has felt 
the wrath of white Christians when he 
helped make possible a grant from the 
United Presbyterian Church to the An
gela Davis Defen se Fund. Yet he, like 
millions of other Black Churchmen, has 

con tinued to trust in God and the liber
ating power of Jesus Christ. 

Wilmore speaks for mill ions of us 
when he concludes by saying: 
" . .. we will never give up the right to 
be what we are. Vf e are a spiritual peo
ple. We are an African people. And we 
are determined, by the power of God or 
of Satan, to be free." 

GILBERT H . CALDWELL 

PUNCTURED PRECONCEPTIONS : 
What North American Christians 
Think About the Church, by Doug
las W. Johnson and George W. Cor
nel l. New York, 1972, Friendship 
Press, 192 pages, paper, $1.95. 

Those who think that the people in 
the Church are unalterably opposed to 
social action, that they do not want the 
denomination to take stands on civil 
rights and war, that there is a terrific gap 
between the clergy and the laity, and 
that the laity feel the Church is no long
er important will be in for a little sur
prise with this book. 

The weapon by which these and 
other concepts are "punctured" was a 
large-scale poll directed and organized 
by Douglas Johnson, Director of Re
search and Information Services, Office 
of Planning and Program of the National 
Council of Churches. With human and 
fin ancial resources from fifteen denomi
nations (including such disparate groups 
as the United Church of Christ, the 
Church of G-Od in Anderson, Indiana, 
the Mennonite Church, the Seventh-Day 
Adventist, United Methodist and United 
Presbyterian churches) interviews aver
aging an hour and fifteen minutes were 
conducted with 3,454 North American 
Christians. That is about twice the num
ber of respondents ordin arily used in a 
Gallup or Harris national poll. The 
respondents were selected from ninety
nine sampling units in the USA and 
twenty-five units in Canada. A mathe
matical system was used to guarantee a 
totally random sampling. 

The North American Interchurch 
Study, as it is called, reveals that 
church people, far from living in a "post
Christian" age, still believe overwhelm
ingly in the classic doctrines of Christian
ity : the belief in God as a heavenly 
Father, Salvation from Sin, and in Jesus 
Christ as God's revelation to man. They 
see the paramount task of the local 
church as reaching beyond itself "win
ning others to Christ ." Churches of 
more than 500 members, and churches 
in the heavily metropolitan north
eastern region, like the Canadian 
clergy an d lai ty, placed that task sec
ond, however, to worship. "Fellowship" 
was placed way down the list, meaning 
that the old oanard that the church is 
simply a social club "doesn't wash ," say 
Johnson and Cornell. Cornell , inciden
tally, is a well-known religion writer for 
the Associated Press and is responsible 



for the lively prose style of what might 
otherwise have been a dull sociological 
report. 

The study found that clergy and laity 
think surprisingly alike on many issues 
though not on all. A surprising 88 per 
cent of the clergy and 71 'per cent of 
the lay people feel denominations should 
speak out on war, civil rights and other 
social issues (but, somewhat contradic
torily, one out of five clergy who know 
about the National Council of Churches 
disapprove of the organization, no 
doubt primarily for its consistent social 
action posture.) Both clergy and laity 
say that there is now less importance 
attached to the devotional life than there 
used to be. One interesting difference 
is that clergy feel that the primary 
reason why people lose interest in the 
church is that the "Church is not impor
tant in modern life," whereas the laity 
downgrade this excuse to number seven. 
In fact, a majority of laity insist the 
Church will be just as important or 
more important a decade from now. The 
laity say their main reason for losing 
interest is lack of time. Johnson also dis
covered that the clergy are much less 
judgmental than lay people, more open 
to the "greys" and complexities of mod
ern life--<:ertainly a switch from the 
days of hell-fire preachers. 

Instead of being bored with modem 
life, church people are of good cheer, 
they've found satisfying goals in life and 
have "a glow about life and its possibili
ties." American churches north and south 
are of a common mind that their prime 
task is to bring people together in a 
context that will influence their lives . 

This study is somewhat of a denomi
national leader's dream, but must leave 
many of them asking how these findings 
can be correlated with Dean M. Kelly's 
study showing conservative churches 
growing and mainline, liberal churches 
declining. If there is so much enthusiasm 
as indicated by this book for social ac
tion, why have groups taking the oppo
site tack been growing in these churches? 

The study was done to find out why 
people give or do not give to the 
Church, but its findings should have 
meaning for many not primarily en
gaged in stewardship promotion. 

C.E .B. 

THE STONES OF ZION, by Gerald 
Green. New York, 1971: Hawthorn 
Books, Inc., 386 pages, $10. 

The sub-title of this fascinating story 
of modern Israel, superimposed on the 
background of a land whose long history 
is recorded in a detail perhaps not 
equalled in any other part of the world. 
is "A .novelist's journey in Israel." Gerald 
Green is an important American Jewish 
author whose skill in investigating, inter
preting and communicating has been 
proved in rare volumes of fiction and 
non-fiction. 

Mr. Green went to Israel first to tour 
the archeological and Bible-related sites ; 
then to study and relate its long history 
to the modem state that has risen there 
over a few decades. Crossing the coun
try from excavation to excavation (in
cluding Tel Beersheba where American 
Baptists are finding centuries-old relics 
of Bible times) he has studied not only 
the land and its relation to "The Book" 
but the life, the heritage, the hopes, and 
the courage of the people now occupying 
the "land of extremes"-from rich agri
cultural lands, from desert, from thriving 
industrial cities. He records that the an
cient past is not dead in Israel, but is 
a daily living presence, helping shape the 
life of today and tomorrow. He pictures 
wi th an artist's hand the contributions 
and the hopes for the future of Israelis, 
Christian and Jewish scholars, artisans 
and laborers, the European and minority 
groups in the population. 

Altogether it is a fascinating human 
story fascinatingly written. 

W.W. Reid 

Gilbert H . Caldwell is national chair
man of Black Methodists for Church Re
newal and dean of black programs at 
New York Theological Seminary .. . Mr. 
Reid is a regular book reviewer for this 
magazine. 

THE BEST AND THE BRIGHTEST, 
by David Halberstam. New Y.ork, 
1972: Random House, 688 pages, 
$10.00. 

FIRE IN THE LA.KE, The Viet
namese and the Americans in Viet
nam, by Frances FitzGerald. Boston, 
1972: Atlantic-Little, Brown and 
Company, 491 pages, $12.50. 

Those who do not remember the past 
are condemned to repeat it, said George 
Santayana. Now, as this review is writ
ten, the Vietnam negotiations drag on 
in Paris but we are assured that any 
day now the war will end (at least as 
far as American participation is con
cerned ) . Even if this blessed forecast 
is correct, this miserable war, detested 
by all shades of political opinion, shows 
signs of having one more fatal sting in 
its dying tail-it is so unpopular that 
we may yet refuse to learn the lessons it 
has to teach us. 

If we do not learn our lessons, it will 
not be the fault of these two brilliant 
books. Dealing with interlocking parts of 
the picture, they bring it into sharp focus. 
Mr. Halberstam deals with decision mak
ing in Washington during the Kennedy, 
and Johnson administrations ; Ms . Fitz
Gerald with Vietnam and the interaction 
(or lack thereof) between the Americans 
and the Vietnamese. Both tell sad and 
instructive tales . 

Mr. Halberstam begins with John F . 
Kennedy gathering together his team of 
the "best and the brightest" people to 

run the U.S. government and ends with 
Lyndon Johnson's retirement and the 
Democratic Party going down to defeat 
in 1968. In between, he paints a fascin
ating and complicated picture of per
sonal strengths and weaknesses, unex
amined ideological and historical pre
suppositions, all interacting to produce 
the catastrophe that was Vietnam. 

The series of portraits that the author 
draws of a number of the leading actors 
in the drama-Dean Rusk, Robert Mc
Namara, MacGeorge Bundy, Lyndon 
Johnson, to name a few---<:ontribute to 
the almost theatrical fascination of the 
book. Despite this, and the fact that 
many of these people come off poorly, 
this is not a book of villains. It is the 
interaction between personality and 
policy that Mr. Halberstam makes so 
compelling. 

He traces the roots of the war back to 
the end of World War II and the struggle 
between Roosevelt's anti-colonial in
stincts and the U.S. desire not to offend 
the French. More in detail , he lays the 
ground work for much of the slanted 
reporting by government officials in Viet
nam to the McCarthy era and the fate of 
the China experts who were disgraced 
for '1osing China." 

All of this is necessary, but much more 
what Miss F itzGerald is doing in her 
book. She begins with a short h istory of 
modem Vietnam and an analysis of 
Vietnamese culture before the beginning 
of the American involvement. She has 
attempted to show how such figures as 
Ho Chi Minh, Ngo Dinh Diem, Marshal 
Thieu and the Buddhist leadership fit 
into traditional Vietnamese society and 
how they have changed it. 

Perhaps, if we had understood Viet
nam we might either have won or been 
sensible enough not to get involved in 
the first place. After reading Mr. Hal
berstam, one is not so certain. Many of 
the illusions and misperceptions that led 
to increasing U.S . involvement were 
not illusions about Vietnam but illusions 
about American power and the nature 
of the world. One has the sinking feeling 
that if this debacle had not taken place 
in Indochina it would have occurred 
someplace else. 

That is the lesson that these books 
teach us in their different ways. Miss 
FitzGerald looks at Vietnam and shows 
how we never understood and never 
really tried. As a result, we destroyed 
it-South Vietnam perhaps even more 
than the North. In the North, we could 
do terrible physical damage, but in the 
South we could corrupt the society it
self. Mr. Halberstam shows us a b rilliant, 
liberal society so convinced of its own 
superiority both morally and techno
logically that both Christian theology 
and Greek drama should tell us that 
only a tragedy could result from such 
pride. 

A.J.M. 

45 



CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY TODAY 
Perhaps no single event in 1972 is as signifi

cant and useful as your publication of Jurgen 
Moltrnann's "Christian Theology Today"; not 
simply because it is Moltrnann's, but that you 
give priority to this particular stating of dilem
ma in the context of world mission. You dare 
to propose that the crisis problem is theologi
cal; and I call that a nerve-wracking possible 
for institutionalism in our time. 

I'll send copies to our three, young adult 
children for Christmas, and I shall encourage 
all our congregation to read and discuss it. 

( REv. ) CARL ERICSON 
Beulah Presbyterian Church 
Orion, Illinois 

MOL TMANN'S ARTICLE 
Thank you for the excellent November issue 

of new/ World Outlook and especially for in
cluding Moltmann's article on theology. It was 
great! 

w ARREN R. EBINGER 
Board of Church and Society 
The United Methodist Church 
Washington, D.C. 

THANKS 
Thanks for including Moltmann's article in 

the November issue-excellent! 
( REV.) DOUGLAS TANNER, JR. 
West Market Street United Methodist 

Church 
Creeensboro, North Carolina 

JUST SICK 
I was just sick this month to read new/World 

Outlook and learn that money I had contrib
uted to the United Methodist Church had been 
usd to help finance Cesar Chavez and his strik
ers and the Indian Caravan to Washington 
D.C. that was so vio lent and destructive. I 
have always tithed my money and been a 
strong supporter of Methodist projects (and 
there are many good ones ), but I do not ap
prove of these expenditures. I am all for the 
minority schools and teaching them to help 
themselves. 

What discourages me is to realize that radi
cals . . . are so entrenched in their jobs and 
influence over my money tlrnt if I keep on con
tributing, my money will not always go the 
way -I would like. 

HELEN EWING 
Big Spring, Texas 

HIS FRIENDS QUIT WRITING 
"Your attitude will inevitably become anti

Communist if you cling to the church and 
support it."-Prague radio as quoted by the 
October issue of new/World Outlook. The 
Communists are not as intelligent as I thought. 
They sh-Ould read the pro-Communist articles 
which appear unceasingly in our Methodist 
magazines, including NWO; they should read 
the pro-Communist actions of our national 
boards and commissions; they should compile 
a list of the thousands of dollars donated to 
Communist organizations by· the Methodist 
Church, the National Council of Churches and 
the World Council of Churches. Evidently the 
Communists do not even read The Readers 
Digest, which published a partial summary 
of contributions of the World Council to Com
munist groups. The so-called reply, which The 
Readers Digest published on request, did not 
answer anything. 

The Communist Party should obtain a re
port of the active and energetic support of the 
Methodist Church during the campaign which 
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elected a Communist regime in Chile. I was 
in Chile during the campaign and was at the 
Sweet Memorial Center in Santiago when a 
conference was held there to promote the 
candidacy of Sr. Allende. The Communists 
should also review the pro-Communist .articles 
which appear from time to time in the official 
publication of the Metlwdist Church in Chile. 
They should become acquainted with the activ
ities of the man stationed in Cuemavaca, Mex
ico and paid by the National Council of 
Churches to translate pro-Communist articles 
that they may be printed in our Methodist 
English-language publications in the United 
States. How do I know what he is doing? 
He told me. 

Then the Communists sh-Ould invite the 
Methodist Church into Czechoslovakia to help 
them. Or perhaps they should not. Communism 
looks attractive only to the stupid dupes who 
do not have to live under it. My Methodist 
friends in Chile have quit writing to me. 

JOHN w. CARROTHERS 
San Francisco, California 

OMIT OBSCENE LETTERS 
new/World Outlook is such a great maga

zine I fear for its future. 
A contributing factor to my fea rs are the 

letters you receive. To what purpose do you 
include them? Why insist on so carefully pre
senting prejudice, ignorance and hatreds in the 
name of Christ? 

Such letters might serve a purpose in a non
Christian journal but to let the whole world 
know of our in-fighting within the Christian 
community does not release energy for use in 
the world but ( in my case) drains off what 
I have for the " New World" in order to com
pose and modify my feelings at the bigotry 
( my own included ) so evident in the so-called 
Christian community. 

Let's clean up the new/ World Outlook by 
omitting the obscene "Letters" page. 

Keep up your great journalism. 
WAYNE NELSON DETRICK, CAPT. CHC, 

USN 
Senior Chaplain 
Portsmouth, Virginia 

TERROR AND CONSCIENCE 
This is a belated note to tell you of my 

real appreciation for your editorial in the Octo
ber issue, entitled "Terror and Conscience." 
It seems to me that this editorial is one of the 
most Christian and balanced statements about 
the situation in the Middle East that I have 
read in a long time. I congratulate you upon 
your awareness of both sides of the issues 
between the Arabs and the Israelis, and am 
happy for the kind of leadership your editorial 
suggests. 

One of my own personal hopes, perhaps not 
as realistic a one as I might wish from my own 
firsthand knowledge from having been in the 
Near East several times, is tl1at something 
may be done to internationalize the old city 
of Jerusalem. It seems to me that since three 
great religious faitl1s have essentially equal 
claim to that city, not simply access to the 
holy places, that only an internationalized 

superv1S1on would provide the economic fair
ness that is appropriate for the Holy City. 

Again, thank you very much for your edi-
torial and your leadership. 

CHARLES F. KRAFT 

Garrett Theological Seminary 
Evanston, Illinois 

He is professor of Old Testament Interpretation. 

ATTITUDE OF REVERENCE 
I was indeed g lad to read the article "Chris

tian Theology Today" by Dr. Jurgen Moltmann. 
It was my pleasure a few years ago to hear 
Dr. Moltmann lecture a t Duke University, and 
I was impressed by his sincerity. Again and 
aga in during the course of his lecture he used 
the term " tl1e Crucified One" in referring to 
Our Lord. This attitude of reverence is not 
always present in modern theology. 

w. D . KEENE, JR. 
Seamen's House 

orfolk, Virginia 

THEOLOGICAL LEVEL RAISED 
I was very pleased to see the article by 

Moltmann "Christian Theology Today" in the 
November issue. By securing an article from 
a theologian of this rank, you have raised the 
general theological level of Methodist publi
ca tions very significantly. 

CROVER c. BAGBY 
W ashington, D.C. 

The writer is Associate General Secretary of 
the United Methodist Board of Church and 
Society. 

KOREA UPDATE 
When we left Korea in June of 1971, the 

change we would have least expected would 
have been reconciliation between the two 
Koreas. ~fhile some Korean friends caution 
us not to be overly optimistic, there seems 
to be less anxiety over a surprise attack from 
the Nortl1 and more hope that talks will make 
possible, if not actual unification, at least a 
removal of the complete barrier that has 
existed between the orth and the South for 
more than two decades. 

We hoped to find Korea continuing her 
economic progress, but instead we find the 
country in tlrn midst of recession. Salaries have 
gone up, but prices have also risen rapidly. 
Many businesses are on tl1e verge of collapse 
and unemployment is high. On August 3 the 
government took dras tic measures including 
price controls and the freezing of private loans, 
and all hope tl1e result will be economic im
provement. 

The practical ad justments of return have 
been relatively easy. We are living again in 
our prefurlough house and it's good to be in 
a familiar neighborhood, to greet the shop
keepers in the market, to worship among old 
friends at Ah Hyun Central Methodist Church. 

In 1956 as starry-eyed young idealists, we 
set out for the mis ion field expecting to do 
great things for the Lord. We felt we could 
do all things and we sort of slid over the last 
half of that verse in Philippians 4: 13, "I can 
do all things in him who strengthens me." Io 
1972 we return to Korea determined to em
phasize the Him of tl111t verse, knowing tl1at 
the more we trust Him and follow His leading, 
the more He will be able to u e us in His 
work here in Korea. 

BARBARA AND ]ACK THEI 

Seoul, Korea 
They are United Methodist missionaries. 
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MAM MOTH EV GELISM EFFORT 
GETS UNDERWAY ON EPIPHANY 

Millions of persons representing most 
communities in the United States and 
Canada are gearing up for the launch 
of Key 73, a mammoth ecumenical effort 
involving 150 denominations and Chris
tian groups. 

On Epiphany, January 6, Key 73 will 
be officially launched with a half-hour 
color television special entitled "Faith in 
Action." The documentary will feature 
an assortment of Christian lay persons 
witnessing in a variety of ways to their 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

Focusing on the theme "Calling Our 
Continent to Christ," Key 73 is reported
ly the broadest cooperative venture in 
the history of North American Christen
dom. It involves Roman Catholics, the 
Salvation Army, Southern Baptists, most 
Pentecostal denominations, nearly all the 
member groups of the National Council 
of Churches and National Association 
of Evangelicals, several peace churches 
and dozens of evangelistic associations 
such as the Billy Graham Association, 
Campus Crusade and the American 
Bible Society. 

Throughout 1973 there will be hun
dreds of cooperative events including 
continent-wide Bible distribution and 
study, massive lay visitation programs, 
several more mass media events, and 
literally thousands of crusades, state 
fair events, and state and community 
programs. 

JEWISH LEADERS VOICE FEARS 
ABOUT CONVERSION CAMPAIGNS 

Jewish leaders have called upon 
Christian Church bodies to curb mis
sionary efforts directed toward college 
and high school youth which harass 
Jewish young people. 

Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, presi
dent of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, has cautioned major 
Christian denominations that failure to 
confine their evangelistic efforts to 
Christian youth "could damage the care
fully cultivated roots of Christian-Jewish 
relations in our society and destroy the 
fabric of pluralism and religious free-
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'WARRIOR' FOR CHRIST 
KOHIMA, India-Evangelist Billy Graham wears the garb and carries a spear of a 

Naga warrior during his crusade in the northeast Indian state of Nagaland. Mr. Graham 
said he would be a warrior for Christ. The crusade was held as part of the centennial 
year of the Christian church in Nagaland, which has a high proportion of Baptists among 
its population. The Indian government's permission to hold the crusade was considered 
significant because Americans have rarely been granted permission to visit the insur
gency-ridden state. 

dom." 
Dr. Eisendrath said that "such highly 

financed campaigns as Key '73 and 
"The Campus Crusade for Christ," while 
not directed specifically at Jews are 
nevertheless putting unwarranted and 
unnecessary pressure upon Jewish young 
people "which both distresses and dis
turbs us." 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner, director of 

the UAHC's Interfaith Department, said 
that Jewish young people must know 
"how to respond to Christian funda
mentalists who use biblical proof texts 
to amplify their points." 

He cited the use of such texts as Isaiah 
7:14 or chapter 53 of Isaiah to which 
traditional Christianity "has always 
turned in order to incorrectly justify 
its belief that the Hebrew bible pre-
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diets the coming of Christ." 
But, he added, "by far the greater 

challenge to such Christian missionary 
efforts, especially if directed toward 
Jews, is to the Jewish commrmity who 
must increase and intensify its own op
portunity for Jews to know and under
stand Judaism." 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum of the Ameri
can Jewish Committee, has called "on 
the Christian conscience to recognize 
that a Christian theology based on the 
negation of Judaism and that sees Chris
tianity as a substitution for the Jewish 
faith will have the human effect of de
stroying the existence of the Jewish peo
ple." He added: 

"After the Nazi Holocaust, which de
stroyed one-third of the Jewish people, 
and in the face of Soviet threats to carry 
out a program of enforced cultural and 
religious assimilation, which could de
stroy another one-third of the Jewish 
people, the whole question of efforts to 
convert the Jewish people out of their 
religious existence becomes a morally 
unconscionable position." 

Rabbi Tanenbaum pointed out that 
many Christian scholars and several 
Christian denominations had gone on 
record as opposing the attempts at mass 
conversions represented by Key '73 and 
other evangelical movements. 

On a hopeful note, Rabbi Tanenbaum 
said that Key '73 "could well become 
an historic turning point in relations be
tween Evangelical Christians and Jews 
of the magnitude of Vatican Council II, 
provided it is used as an opportunity 
to clarify Christian recognition of Jews 
and Judaism as valid sources of truth 
rather than as objects of conversion."' 

Rabbi Steven Shaw, director of the 
Hillel Foundation at Rutgers University, 
maintains that although the Campus 
Crusade for Christ and the Jews for Je
sus movements present real problems for 
the stability of the Jewish student body, 
the challenge posed by Eastern religions 
-Yoga, Hare Krishna and Transcenden
tal Meditation, among other cult groups 
-involves far more Jewish youth, and 
many in a very serious and mature man
ner. 

EXECUTIVES CIVE Vl~WS: 
'CHINA IN TODAY'S WORLD' 

Christians are called on to under
stand that "God is at work in China" and 
to see that the liberation goals of the 
Chinese Communist revolution were not 
unsimilar to those sought by Christian
ity. 

At the same time, they were warned 
not to expect that Western missionaries 
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could return soon, if ever, to China but 
to rely on Chinese Christians to keep the 
faith there. 

These suggestions were made during 
a panel discussion on "China in Today's 
World" at a Lutheran World Mission 
Conference. It was sponsored by mission 
boards or divisions of the three major 
Lutheran bodies and the Lutheran 
Council in the U.S.A. 

Dr. Jonas Jonson, a Swedish clergy
man serving on the staff of the Luther
an World Federation at Geneva, Swit
zerland, said that the ethics of the Chi
nese Communists in seeking to help the 
poor and the oppressed of China cor
respond in many ways to Christian 
ethics. 

But he added that "China may have 
to find that true liberation is to be found 
only in Jesus Christ." 

Dr. Donald Macinnis of New York, 
director of the China program of the 
National Council of Churches, said two 
Australians who had lived in China for 
two years told him that China is "a more 
Christian country" than any in the West 
because of the way it had "liberated" 
people from exploitation and social in
justice. 

He described the Chinese as "a new 
people with a new self-confidence, new 
self-image and a new consensus and 
a belief system which motivates and mo
bilizes them." 

Dr. Macinnis said this presents a 
dilemma and tension for American 
Christians as they attempt to under
stand the meaning of Chinese libera
tion. The dilemma, he said, pulls in two 
directions: 

"As persons committed to the welfare 
of all mankind, we cannot but welcome 
the end of the cold war and the begin
ning of relations with China . . . on the 
other hand (there) is the fear of Marxist 
subversion of the free world with 
China's presence in the United Nations 
:md the future of Taiwan. 

"While we as Christians can be pro
foundly thankful for the improved way 
that 800 million Chinese are being fed. 
clothed, housed, given employment and 
medical care, we regret the loss in per
sonal freedom, the freedom to evange
lize, and the loss of Christian mission." 

Dr. Macinnis said there are no easy 
answers to these dilemmas, but he said: 
"We must believe that God is at work in 
China, and He has something right to 
say to China and to all of us." 

Dr. James Hsiung, director of East 
Asian studies at New York University 
and a Southern Baptist, who had spoken 
earlier on the domestic and internation-
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REBUILDING IN SUDAN 
A Sudanese workman notches timbers for 

the construction of a church-supported cen
ter in Yei, in the Sudan's soothem region. 
One of the major problems facing re1'ef 
agencies in the Sudan is finding housing 
for the thousands who were forced to flee 
during the civil war and are now returning 
to their home villages. 

It is estimated that some 250,000 Sudan
ese fled to neighboring countries, with an 
additional 500,000 taking refuge in the 
bush and in the shanty towns of South 
Sudan. Plans call for the building of vil-
1.ages, schools and dispensaries to aid these 
refugees as they return. 

al implications of the "detente" with 
China, said he "shared the general" tone 
of the remarks of Dr. Johnson and Dr. 
Macinnis. 

He said there are similarities between 
the "secular Christianity" of China and 
"religious Christian ideals." 

However, he noted that Chinese Com
munism "starts from a different premise 
about human nature." It is that all hu
man nature is potentially good. 

Dr. Macinnis challenged this view, 
observing that the Chinese Communists 
teach that it is possible for everybody 
to be transformed. 

In a question period, Dr. Jonson said 
Christians "shouJdn't even be thinking 
about" reviving traditional Western mis
sions in China. 

He said there is no doubt there are 
Christians in China who are attempting 
to live Christian lives and there are cer
tain signs they can do this more freely 
now than before. 

But, he said, the Chinese Christians 
are unable to communicate with each 
other. People traveling in China from 
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abroad will have opportunity to give 
Christian witness. 

For the present, Dr. Jonson suggested, 
Western Christians should be content to 
listen to China and .. learn what it has to 
tell us." 

Dr. Hsiung, in his formal presentation, 
said that a multi-lateral balance of 
power is developing in the Far East in
volving the United States, China, the 
Soviet Union and Japan. 

He predicted that it will be a better 
guarantee for pea and stability in the 
area than other arrangement over recent 
centuries. 

A native of China who came to the 
United States from Taiwan in 1958, Dr. 
Hsiung said China's leaders were looking 
foiwanl to a worlcing relationship with 
the United States as early as 1949 but 
were rebuffed by "people in Washing
ton.• 

He said Soviet intervention in Czecho
slovakia in 1968 and the Nixon doctrine 
proclaimed in 1969 helped change the 
situation. 

TV SEEN CAUSINC 
DISORIENTATION 

(RNS) 

Television's effects on American cul
ture have created "a kind of permanent 
cultural disorientation," according to a 
a communications executive of the Na
tional Council of Churches. 

Dr. William F. Fore, executive di
rector of the NCC's Broadcasting and 
Film Commission, told the third annual 
conference of the North American 
Broadcast Section of the World Associa
tion for Ouistian Communication that 
~levision has served as a "resonator" of 
current values in society. 

The medium "'has speeded up the 
process of acculturation so much that it 
has given most of us a kind of per
manent cultural disorientation: he said. 

According to Dr. Fore, television is 
"the most pervasive and persuasive 
medium yet devised by man's technol
ogy." Advertising has become one of its 
key ingredients and in fact, he main
tained, "the key ingredient in the 
grt>wth of our national economy." 

Although Dr. Fore called persuasion 
through advertising ·a legitimate and 
vaJid part of buying and selling: he 
added that most of television advertis
ing is untruthful and "restricts rather 
than increases man's freedom." 

He charged that "advertising today 
holds a false image of man which it sells 
to consumers along with its products.• 

Television sees man as id, Dr. Fore 
said, "and so it stimulates his sex fan-

tasies. It sees man as proud-and so it 
appeals to his pride. It views man as 
avaricious-and so it preys on his desire 
for property. It secs him as anxious 
and insecure--and so it feeds on his 
anxiety and insecurity and offers him 
escape." 

The NCC broadcast executive held 
that American television networks "are 
heavily involved in selling programs 
and commercials to foreign countries, 
many in Latin America." This has also 
caused problems, he said. 

"Most developing countries need to 
increase production of basic materials 
and to minimize consumer demand for 
luxury and non-essential items," Dr. 
Fore asserted. "But television is aimed 
at exactly the opposite--development of 
consumer demand for luxury items." 

What is happening as a result, he said, 
is that U.S.-produced television is "ac
tually harming the long-term develop
ment of these Third World nations, 
while bringing in extra profits to U.S. 
producers for programs already paid for 
in the U.S. market." 

Dr. Fore commented that among other 
"costly" effects of television are "physical 
toll among pre-schoolers whose TV 
watching replaces playtime with other 
children and hinders development of 
necessary motor skills and physical re
sponses," and restriction of political de
bate, because TV news is not a "reason
ing process like reading a newspaper." 

Expanding on the la~t point, he said 
studies have shown that of the total 
message transmitted by a TV newsman, 
"only 7 per cent is in his words. All the 
rest-93 per cent-is conveyed by the 
newscaster's personality, 38 per cent by 
vocal intonation and inflection, and 55 
per cent by facial expression and physi
cal posture." 

These negative effects of television do 
not indicate a "conspiracy of control," 
Dr. Fore maintaintained, "but a loss of 
control. and all of us are partly to 
blame." 

As means of correcting these condi
tions. he suggested that religious com
municators insist the burden of proof 
concerning TV violence rest with the 
broadcasters rather than the public, and 
"examine our national values, for TV 
essentially reflects them." 

(RNS) 

'SECTARIAN CHRISTIANITY' 
HAS NO FUTURE: DR. BLAKE 

"Sectarian Christianity" has no future 
in the U.S. and the Churches of the na
tion must proceed into the future with 
increasing ecumenical oonsciousness, 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake told a meeting 
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i:scene c.m pretty 10"4.·inch 
wold.rim plate•. Orderw 
filled for one dozen or 
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FERRELL'S ART WARE 
Ap,omattox , ~ lrtlnla 24522 

AUTHORS WAITED BY 
IEW YORI PUBLISHER 
LeacUna book publilher Heb manu.cri_pta of 
all tn>S : ftcUon, non-ftctiopJ poetry, religious 
and juvenlle worka. etc. new authora wel
comed. For complete Information, send for 
booklet RH It's free . Vantage Press, 516 W . 
34 St., New York, N Y. 10001 

AIOUID THE WORLD TOUR 
Return by 

HOLY LAND OR RUSSIA 
24th Annual world tour. Complete 
sight-seeing. Conferences with Heads 
of State, Ambassadors, Editors, Mis
sionaries and peasants. 13 exotic coun
tries of Asia and eastern Europe-see 
the HOLY LAND. Hawaii, Republic of 
China, Japan, Hong Kong, Philippines, 
Thailand, India, Nepal, Greece, Aus
tria and Hungary, etc. Optional return 
via RUSSIA. July 4th departure. 40 
wonderful days. Write for brochure. 

BRYAN WORLD TOURS 
1880-D Ca1c Blvd., Topeka, Kansas 66604 

of the Friends of the World Council of 
Churches in New York. 

The United Presbyterian clergyman 
gave his first major address in the U.S. 
since retiring as general secretary of 
the World Council, a post he held for 
six years. 

He did not discuss the WCC, but 
used what he called his "new freedom" 
to address himself specifically to the 
"continuing ecumenical task in the U.S." 

Dr. Blake said that the current need is 
for Christians to act in "faith and hope 
rather than to act upon their fears" and 
he outlined five "ecumenical assump
tions" for Americans concerned about 
relevant faith in the last quarter of the 
20th Century. 

Those assumptions are: 
-The ecumenical movement is 

squarely based upon traditional trini
tarian Christianity. 

-The ecumenical movement is oom
mitted to dialogue with persons of other 
faiths and ideologies. 

-The ecumenical movement is com
mitted to justice for the poor and op
pressed everywhere. 

-The ecumenical movement chal
lenges racism. 

-The ecumenical movement is com
mitted to the establishment of a world 
community. 

Former Stated Clerk of his denomina-
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tion, Dr. Blake said he stressed the 
trinitarian basis of the faith because 
the fact is that "God the Father, God 
the Son and God the Holy Spirit is the 
way in which the full richness of the 
faith of Christians in the transcendent 
and immanent God has been and is ex
pressed theologically." 

He said he realized that some might 
question his emphasis on what they see 
as an "ancient dogma" but such stress 
is necessary because critics of ecumen
ism seem to think that an ecumenical 
church must repudiate its past. 

Dr. Blake added that such critics 
"tend to think of tradition as that under
standing and expression of the faith they 
experience in their own childhood, about 
as far back as most traditionalists go in 
this country." 

The tradition on which ecumenism 
stands, he added, is the "mainstream 
of Christian faith and worship which 
has persisted throughout the centuries 
and is made a "living tradition" today 

through "new insights into truth" pro
vided by the Holy Spirit. 

Emphasis on trinitarian Christianity, 
Dr. Blake said, does not define the ecu
menical movement narrowly or ignore 
the mandate for dialogue with persons 
of other faiths and ideologies. 

Dr. Blake said Jews, Muslims, Bud
dhists, Hindus, humanists and Marxists 
should understand that ecumenical 
dialogue "intends to listen to their con
cerns as we speak to them honestly of 
ours." He said: 

"To the Jews who fear that increas
ing Christian unity could be preliminary 
to new anti-Semitic persecutions, such 
as those which have disgraced Christian 
civilization and cultures for many cen
turies, ecumenical commitment to dia
logue means not only respect for them 
and their faith but also admiration and 
love." 

Dr. Blake said ecumenical Christianity 
must challenge systems and attitudes re
sponsible for poverty, oppression, racism 

DEW WORLD SOUDD 
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Our first cassette. on Indio, proved so popular it went into a second printin11. Our second 
cassette , on Faith and Justice, is now ready. Issues dealt with include prisons, Northern Ireland, 
South Africa, the Sudan, women 's ri11hts, Vietnam, the environment. Based on the theme of 
the Beatitudes and Christion response to world problems. 

FAITH AND JUSTICE 
Order now from: Service Center 

7820 Reading Rood 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45327 

Send me , 

--India cassette ($3.50) 

--Faith and Justice ca~sette ($3 .50) 

--Four cassettes , includin11 the two now ready on Faith and Justice and India, at reduced 
rate for new world outlook subscribers, $10.00 (All four to non -subscribers, $12.00). 

Address ---------------------------

City----------- State ------ Zip Code -----

and anything that keeps the world from 
a shared community. 

He had harsh words for Americans 
who "now seem to believe that we are 
or ought to be God's favorites, allowed 
to live on comfortably in the luxury 
earned for us by hard-working people 
of the past while poor people within the 
U.S. and the rest of the world ... hap
pily acquiesce in our afBuence." ( RNS) 

SPIRITED HEARINGS EXAMINE 
DRUC PROMOTION AND MISUSE 

Sharply divergent opinions as to the 
ethics of drug advertising practices, es
pecially for mood-altering drugs, were 
voiced during hearings in Washington, 
D.C., in November oonducted by the 
National Council of Churches. 

With statements often accompanied 
by visuals and myriad statistics, critics 
charged that drug promotion has be
come an exercise in the "medicalization 
of the human spirit" in the name of 
corporate profit and at the expense of 
the public welfare. Industry spokesmen 
vigorously defended current practices, 
pointing out how current drug market
ing techniques have kept consumer costs 
down and have helped the health care 
system respond to an accelerating 
"medical need for pharmaceuticals." 

One of the few points of agreement 
was that no widespread, serious re
search has yet been devised to deter
mine the relationship between drug pro
motion and drug misuse. 

The 20 hours of hearings were chaired 
by Dr. Michael C. Watson, United 
Methodist layman and practicing family 
physician from Bamberg, S.C. He said 
they were held because "many of the 
ethical issues related to social respon
sibility and quality of life . . . have not 
been adequately examined or resolved." 
Previous hearings, he asserted, have 
neither " fostered a climate of oommon 
ooncern among the parties involved to 
resolve the problems" nor "stimulated 
the degree of public awareness and dis
cussion needed to foster responsible de
cision-making." 

Dr. Watson stressed that the panel 
would be free of oonstraint from gov
ernment, industry, profession or other 
vested interests but would be making its 
value judgments from the perspective 
of the "humanitarian values of the 
J udeo-Christian heritage." 

The interfaith panel, including doc
tors, religious leaders, oommunicators 
and others, plans to study the state
ments, develop its findings and make 
recommendations to the NCC for sub
mission to the appropriate agencies. 

(UMI) 



If you're the parent of a child 

See the article on page 48 about actual 
classes using this curriculum. Be the one 
to organ ize such classes for the child ren 
in your community. 

~ho is retarded ... 
. . . you'll welcome these effective, new Christion education 
resources planned specifically for the needs and capabilities of 
mentally handicapped children and youth . 

There are two series : 
ADVENTURES IN CHRISTIAN LIVING AND LEARNING for the trainable 
mentally retarded (persons having an IQ of appr9ximately 25 to 50 
who are very slow in developing but able to learn to care for them
se lves . ) 
EXPLORING LIFE SERIES for the educab le mentally retarded (persons 
who are on ly mildly retarded or have other learning difficulties.) 
Both se ries mee t the children"s need to : 

feel they are persons of worth . 
• experience satisfying relationships with peers . 

learn there are many who are the ir friends , 
• be with persons who can help them know God 's love, 
• have opportunities for acting out feelings and responses, 
• be able to work in any environment with a min imum of tension , 
• have experiences allowing them to enjoy, exp lore , and experi ment 

with their widening world . 
Best of all , these resources were created by twelve denominations for 
a wide varie ty of uses-in many different settings. You and your child 
can use them at home. Or, they can be used in church school classes 
in local congregations, in institutions for the menta lly retarded , o r in 
sheltered workshops or fellowship groups for retarded youth . 

If you are the parent or a 
good friend of a child or 
youth who is retarded, give 
him a little extra help 
toward a more abundant 
life. Mail the coupon be
low fo r complete informa
tion on ADVENTURES IN 
CHRISTIAN LIVING AND 
LEARNING and EXPLOR
ING LIFE SERIES-unit 
topics, age levels, prices . 

Please send me the booklet, Inter-denominational Resources 
for Christian Education of Persons Who Are Retarded . 

NAME ------------------~ 
(Pl ease print or type ) 

ADDRESS -----------------
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H. WI LLIAM TETLOW, FROM PI CT ORIAL PA RADE 

Ecum enical Church, Laspalomas, Grand Canary Island 

As part of the growing tourist boom in the Canary Islands, a large development of hotels and 

apartments is being built in Laspalomas on Grand Canary Island . This ecumenical church is part of 

that development and is now open . It stresses a contemporary adaptation of traditional Mediterranean 

architecture . 


