
1 

Western Circuit Rider 

Newsletter of the Western Jurisdiction 

Commission on Archives and History 

Illustration from The Circuit Rider: A Tale 

of the Heroic Age by Edward Eggleston 

depicting a Methodist circuit rider on 

horseback 

October 2013 

Volume 19, Issue Number 2 

Promoting the Ministry of Memory 

President’s Corner 

September 25, 2013  

At Drew University, Lila Hill, Saturday, 

September 14, 2013, after dinner, was 

honored with the Ministry of Memory 

Award. What a joy to celebrate with her. 

She has been part of our archives since 

1980 and since our archives building 

was built at Drew. Wow! Thanks Lila 

Hill!  

Our next WJ UM CAH events.  

2015 Rocky Mountain will host us. 

2016  Cal-Nev has time to prepare to 

host us with new Commission members. 

2017 Alaska will host a combined WJ 

CAH and Historical Society event. 

Our Dedication Service for Steilacoom 

Methodist Historic Site Number 467,  

August 22, 2013  

We celebrated at the Historic Monu-

ment, the day that Rev. John F. DeVore, 

DD, arrived to be their pastor, and     

began building the First Protestant  

 

Church, built in Western Washington Territory, 

in 1863. Our General Board Secretary, Robert 

Williams gave an excellent Historic  Address.  

Along with Mayor Ron Lewis, David Walker, 

Barbara Essen, Jim Lewis, Jim Walker, Kevin 

Hall, Bo Bryan, Barbara Weikert, helped lead 

the celebration, Musicians and Sound People, 

Suna Chung, Keith Jenkins, Earl Rice, joined 

choirs from Puyallup and Lakewood UMC. 

About 75 persons were present including 

members of the current Oberlin Congregation-

al Church and the Catholic Church.  Historic 

families, and past pastor’s families, including 

Cammie Zielinski, and her son, third and fourth 

generation grandchildren of Rev. John DeVore.  

Their email is: cammiez@comcast.net. 

Jim Walker President WJUMCAH 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Circuit_rider_illustration_Eggleston.png
http://www.ask.com/wiki/Edward_Eggleston?qsrc=3044
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Heritage Sunday Themes: 

2014—Thomas Coke 

2015—No Longer Strangers—

the Story of Immigrants 

2016—Roots, Shoots and 

Branches 

Historical Society Upcoming Meeting Locations: 

2014—Wofford College 

2015—Garrett 

2016—Dover, Delaware Barretts Chapel 

2017—Anchorage 

2018—Missouri 

 

Coming in the Next Issue: 

 More submissions by our fellow readers 

 Important information of some sort. 

Newsletter editor: 

Larry Hayden 

lhaydennjuno@gmail.com 

907-330-9488 

Submittal  by Lyle Johnston, DSW 

In 1946, our World War II soldiers 

were returning home from the Bur-

ma-China-India Theater. A Santa Fe 

train carrying 450 men made a stop 

in Winslow, AZ. on Easter night. 

"This was the first Sunday in the 

United States after an absence of 

three years.  

. . . [T]hey sent for our Methodist 

minister [Noel LeRoque] to conduct 

a brief Easter service on the station 

platform in front of the Harvey 

House." (Frank Williams, Arizona 

District superintendent's report, 

1946) (The Harvey House in Wins-

low has been in private hands since 

1997, completely renovated and 

serves the public. It is a center- 

piece of society and culture there.) 

One of the presentations at the General Commission 

meeting at Drew last month was by representatives of 

the United Methodist Church Foundation.  

www.umcfoundation.org  It is a way of giving today for 

tomorrow’s ministries.  United Methodist Archives & 

History is one of the benefactors.  There are 18 other 

ministries which want your support.  Please check out 

their website. 
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On the path up Mount Roberts, Juneau, Alaska; photo by Florence Johnson 

Western Jurisdiction Commission on Archives and History 

2013 - - Annual Meeting 

April 11-14     Pasadena, California 

DRAFT Minutes by Merlene Barner (Secretary) for action at next meeting 

Thursday 11 April Western Jurisdiction Archives and History  

Opening  from Rev. Dr. DarEll Weist, Chair of the Cal-Pac Commission, 1st UMC Pasadena, CA 

Grace  by Rev. Anthony Tang, DSW 

Welcome was given by Rev. Adiel DePano, Pastor of the 1st UMC, Pasadena, who appreciates the work of 

archives and history and the ministry of memory. 

Greetings from Bishop Minerva Carcano, resident Bishop of Cal-Pac:  Historical presence of church as a 

body that perseveres. Maintaining our history helps us to remember our roots in justice, etc.  People of 

faith walking in God's justice. 

Greetings from WJCAH President Rev. Jim Walker 

3 committees were created: nominations to fill the newsletter editor position, resolutions, and audit.  Larry 

Hayden and Bo Bryan will do the Audit.  Merlene will do Nominations.  

The Historical Society asked for an invitation to host 2017 from a Conference within the WJCAH. 

After dinner, the evening program was held in the church chapel. Catherine Booth was portrayed by Rev 

Gwen Ehrenborg as the “Army Mother”); it was an informative and inspiring tale of the formation of the 

Salvation Army in Britain. 

  

Friday12 April,   Morning Worship was led by Robert Davis using parts from The Order of Saint Luke.  

Presentation Dr. Cecil M Robect, Jr. on "The Azusa Street Experience and the Methodists" about the birth 

of the global Pentecost movement.  The start of the Azusa Street Mission happened on the same day as the 

San Francisco earthquake.  It was begun by W. J. Seymour, a Black Methodist minister.  He later became  
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part of the Holiness Movement that later became the Church of God of Indiana.  This was a new group 

(1906) headed by Rev. Seymore that used speaking in tongues, and going into trances, which caused 

considerable antagonism with other churches.  This was a Black congregation that encouraged integra-

tion; they established Bible schools, they had tremendous growth and created new churches.  They did 

fundraising all over Europe and made a missionary effort to Africa.  They started camp meetings in the 

area. 

His Pentecostal Movement/Holiness experience had a great influence on many Protestant Churches in 

Los Angeles.   Camp Meetings were very effective in the Wesleyan Holiness Movement  and other holi-

ness/spiritual groups.  Some of the Methodist ministers who became baptized in the holiness movement 

left the Methodist Church because they could no longer be a part of a church with whom they did not 

agree with its beliefs.   

The Holiness movement picked up on John Wesley's experience of sanctification--a definitive experience 

that they could document with day and time: e.g. Saul/Paul road to Damascus experience.  Sanctifica-

tion: an experience of cleansing--from bitterness, of heart; feel good, lives of kindness and compassion, 

etc. 

Pentecostal movement: the empowerment from Spirit and its proof was being able to speak in tongues. 

 

Presentation by Rev. Dr. Cornish Rogers on "Biddy Mason".  African American Methodist Episcopal 

Church.  Split off in 1794 from Methodist Episcopal Church led by Richard Allen due to discrimination 

at a MEC in Philadelphia.  Various other independent churches also were established.  AME and African 

Zion Methodist, Christian African Methodist, etc. were Wesleyan in their formation. Black Methodist 

Churches are still active in the Western Jurisdiction.  Wesleyan Caucasian Churches are also alive and 

well in the WJ--Nazarene and others. 

Biddy Mason, was a seminal figure in the establishment of the Black Wesleyan Movement in the 

West.  She was a slave given to Robert Smith in Louisiana.  Smith later became a convert to Mormonism 

and packed up his slaves and moved to Utah to help build the Kingdom of the Saints.   He then moved to 

San Bernardino to establish a way station for Mormons arriving by ship and on their way to Salt 

Lake.  California had joined the Union, so Biddy and her children were free in California and Mexico had 

already abolished slavery.  Judge Benjamin Hayes was appealed to not let Robert Smith take Biddy Ma-

son's family to the slave state of Texas.  Biddy became famous as a midwife and during the smallpox epi-

demic in caring for many people, at risk to herself.  She was a person with a generous heart.  She used 

her money to buy up land which later became downtown Los Angeles.  She became one of the wealthiest 

women in Los Angeles.  Her philanthropy also increased. Biddy attended the 4th Street Methodist Epis-

copal Church which was across from her homestead.  Although she was well respected in the community 

there was evidently some resistance within the church.  With Bob Owens she began a Bible study in her 

home.  It grew so large that it became a church: AME.  Today it has 19,000 members.  The largest AME 

church in the US.  Even though she founded the AME she continued to attend the 4th St. MEC, which 

became 1st UMC of Los Angeles.  She was always a Methodist, as was Richard Allen. 

  

After lunch Dale Patterson, General Commission Archivist, presented the topic of  “What  to do with its 

records when a church closes” or becomes abandoned. 

Closing of churches has been happening since the beginning of Methodism.  Churches close for a variety 

of reasons. 

We have always faced challenges as a church. We need to grasp those challenges and respond to them in 

a faithful way. 
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When closing a church and keeping the church records we need to honor the church and its faithful memory 

and preserve the record and the memory of that ministry. 

Church merges with another church, becomes a new church.  That church becomes responsible for the rec-

ords from church A and church B, in its new form, church C.   

Closed church with no successor.  How do we preserve the records and the ministry of that church? 

One image is that "we are those people who like to sit around and talk about the past".  When a church clos-

es we have the opportunity to share that we have the means and place to maintain and preserve the rec-

ords.  Discipline says that the District Superintendent is to gather the records, including items in the corner-

stone, and take them to the archives.  Commission can let the DS know that you are willing to come and 

help with the gathering of records, packing, loading, and taking to archives.  

When a church closes or merges, he suggests having an annual conference resolution to honor the church 

and its ministry during the annual conference session.  Then there is an identifiable record in the Journal 

with the date of closing or merging and add that the DS and the Conference Commission will pick up the 

records and take them to the conference archives, if not already done.  

Are archive needs of a closed church the same as that of an active church?  What about storage space? 

Saving certain types of records.  Old ledger books, now on computer.  Churches use a variety of software 

programs to store their records.  How is the Annual Conference commission going to reclaim that infor-

mation?  Are any of those files protected by a password?  If they are and that person is gone, they are use-

less.   

Either need to print the information or they are in a commonly used program and you can copy them and 

open them in another program, or they are in a program that can be migrated to another software pro-

gram.  Conference IT people:  How do we get computer files out of local church systems?     

Electronic records are easy to create, but expensive to maintain--film, discs, etc. 

What does the Conference have invested in these records:  Keep deeds and contracts. mortgages.  Annual 

Conference  is responsible for all contracts held by local church--i.e.  electric bill, etc.   Keep any records 

that have any legal, contractual responsibility to the Annual Conference .  Kept for a length time--i.e. blue-

prints until building is sold and go with the new owner or building demolished and kept for 5 years after 

that. 

General Commission has guidelines of what to keep and how long they are to be kept.  Records kept at An-

nual Conference  archives for central distribution.  Keep original, send out authoritative copy to other agen-

cies. 

2 groups of records from closed church:  those that are not kept permanently and those that are kept perma-

nently. 

Closed, so now ministry can be summarized--it's ministry is complete.  Keep membership records, baptism, 

marriage, death, cemetery records.  Reflect basic ministry of the church and kept as faithful ministry of the 

church and its faithful members.  Keep quarterly conference or charge conference reports and minutes, they 

are to the local church what the journal is to the Annual Conference .  Committee minutes.  Some will be 

paper others are digital.  Maintaining digital records so that they are stored forever, not able to be changed, 

and can be migrated to updated software.  Right now migrating to PDF.  applies to images and sound.  Right 

now that is about 25 years and then will need to be migrated.  

The General Commission on Finance and Administration and GCAH have guidelines for current/active rec-

ord keeping. 

We then went on a great adventure by walking quite a few blocks from the church past Pasadena City Hall  

to the train tracks where we boarded a commuter train for a ride to Union Station.  We had a short  
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walk to the La Plaza United Methodist Church which was founded in 1899 where we had a historical re-

view and then they shared plans on creating the Los Angeles Museum of Social Justice.  A film has been 

debuted “Weaving the Past: Journey of Discovery” as a fundraiser for the Museum. 

Then we crossed the plaza to tour the La Placita Roman Catholic Church; we peeked into the chapel and 

went to a downstairs level where the kitchen was that is used to prepare and feed the needy. 

A fine Mexican restaurant group meal was had by all and then we rode the train back, walked to the 

church, and returned to our lodging. 

 

Saturday 13 April 

Rev. Dr. DarEll Weist lead Morning Worship 

Then Professor John W. Wright briefed us on Phineas Bresee.  “The Founding of a Holiness Denomination 

of the Church of the Nazarene from 1895 to 1912”  is a book about him.  Bresee and Joe Widney left the 

Methodist Episcopal Church to "remain true" to the Wesleyan understanding of justification and sanctifi-

cation" as the MEC moved to a more education foundation and created the Nazarene Articles of Faith and 

General Rules. He talked about the North/South Split in 1844 as reflected in the 1848 Discipline.  Bresee 

and Widney helped the University of Southern California survive hard times.  Camp meetings were eventu-

ally replaced by prayer meetings.  They focused on revivalism and social reform.  They worked to have less 

distinction between the wealthy and poor. 

For John Wesley, the society meeting was a renewal movement within the church.  It was a place where 

sanctification could be discussed when the society gathered. 

1844--The MEC split in 1844 with the War between the States.  

1895 Enter the Nazarenes:  Call their structure guides: Articles of Faith rather than Articles of Reli-

gion.  Yet their articles are firmly based on Methodist Articles with some language changes. 

Washington Gladden establishment of social Bible.  Nazarenes borrowed from this for its basis: pietism/

holiness and social gospel. 

Membership in Nazarene Church:  Revival conversion 

 

Patricia Mann gave a PowerPoint presentation on the History of First UMC Pasadena.  She is the spouse of 

one of the former pastors.  Many of the early settlers came from Indiana and bought 400 acres on which to 

raise cattle and have some allergy relief.  They met in homes, than a school, and then built the first of 

many churches on various properties.  They had to rebuild after an earthquake in 1987.  The original pas-

tors had to be presidents of the college that became USC.  They used the “Akron Plan.”  The female group 

in the 1900s was called JOC (Jesus Our Companion) and the men’s group was called Minute Men. 

 

The Rev. Dr. Robert Williams led a worship service on Saturday afternoon.  His message was “Going on to 

Perfection.”  It has been announced that he will be retiring in 2014.  Organist Ae-Kyong Kim was wonder-

ful. 

Then President Jim Walker convened the official business meeting.  Mr. Teodora Ramierez was available to 

promote membership in the United Methodist Federal Credit Union.  Individual conference reports were 

presented, except the Desert Southwest. Report of the General Commission was given by Secretary Robert 

Williams.  The GCAH Annual Meeting  will be September 12-14 in Madison NJ.  Chairpersons of confer-

ence commissions on archives and history are invited to attend the  GCAH meeting and to stay for the His-

torical Society meeting.  General Conference action to restructure the governing bodies of the general 

agencies was overturned by the Judicial Council. 
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Roll Call by Annual Conferences of WJCAH Commission Members was taken: 

            Alaska--Larry Hayden 

            California-Nevada--Sargent Wright 

 California-Pacific--Cornish Rogers, DarEll Weist, Betty Clements, Al Wright, Linda  

    Larsen,  Robert  Davis, Wes Davis 

            Desert Southwest--Anthony Tang 

            Pacific  Northwest--Bo Bryan, Jim Walker, David Walker, Jim Lewis 

            Oregon-Idaho--Shirley Knepp, Linda Tewksbury 

            Rocky Mountain--Marge Benham, Jim Harris, Merlene Barner 

            Yellowstone--Absent 

            General Commission--Robert Williams, GCAH Archivist, Dale Patterson 

Many guests were in attendance including Rusty Lewis, PNW, Chuck Benham and Diane Kenney  

Minutes as presented in the Western Circuit Rider were approved.   Larry Hayden offered to host the 

2017 Historical Society meeting in Anchorage, Alaska in conjunction with the WJCA&H.  Someone pro-

vided    a 2013 calendar with the theme “A Celebration of Black Methodist History Through Stained 

Glass Windows”. 

Treasurer's Report was given by Al Wright:   Robert's Book Fund   3/3/2012   Total  $723.11       

WJCAH 3/3/2012  Checkbook Balance  $5,518.06   Approved 

Budget for 2014  of $1433 income and $2330 expenses was presented.  Cornish Rogers moved, Marge 

Benham seconded  Approved. 

Committee Reports  Audit:   Larry Hayden and Bo Bryan      Found the Treasurer's Report to be in good 

order.  Shirley Knepp moved acceptance, Linda Tewksbury seconded.  Approved. 

Nominations:  Merlene Barner nominated Larry Hayden as the Newsletter Editor.  Linda Tewksbury se-

conded.  Approved.  This makes the position an officer on the WJCA&H.   

The Bylaw Changes as presented at the 2012 WJCAH Annual Meeting were approved. 

 Al Wright moved that the recommended request from each annual conference be $400 annually.  DarEll 

seconded.  Friendly amendment by Merlene Barner was $300.     

Al Wright moved, and Shirley Knepp seconded that, The recommended contribution for each Annu-

al  Conference Commission on Archives and History shall be determined at an annual meeting.   Ap-

proved.  This is to be voted on as a Bylaw change at the 2014 Annual Meeting 

 Cal-Nevada extended an invitation for the 2014 WJCAH Annual Meeting April 24-27.  Location to be de-

cided.  David Walker seconded.  Approved. 

Marge Benham updated her Directory of Annual Conference Archivists and Archives in the 

WJCAH.  There is a copy for each annual conference chair and annual conference archivist. 

Other Business:  Merlene moved and Sarge Wright seconded that an Offering of $50 be given to the Mu-

seum of Social Justice at La Plaza UMC on Olvera Street.  Approved. 

Resolutions Committee  Suggested Change — 

Instead of Resolutions to be presented at the end of the Annual Meeting that the Annual Meeting Host 

Committee write thank you notes to speakers, presenters, special program presenters, as well as other 

appropriate people or groups. 
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Al Wright moved adjournment; Linda Tewksbury seconded. 

Meeting adjourned. 

Jim Walker closed with prayer 

Handouts that were provided include: 

 Reports from the 7 WJ conferences and the General Commission. 

 The Civil War and the Two California Methodist Churches, by DarEll T. Weist 

 Robert Pierce “Fighting Bob” Shuler, Sr. Life Story, from Wikipedia 

 Stories of the Frist Protestant Churches in Los Angles, by DarEll T. Weist 

 A History of Religion in Southern California 1846-1880 by Harland Edwin Hogue 1958 

 Believing Without Seeing, Rev. Robert D. Thomas 

 Sunday Bulletin for April 14, 2013, FUMC Pasadena 

 Morning Prayer bulletin from The Order of Saint Luke 

 Informational Bulletin about the Salvation Army 

 Minutes of the Church of the Nazarene founding October 30, 1895 

 Appendix I – The Apostolic Faith Movement, W. K. Seymour, Azusa Street 

 Booklet about the Museum of Social Justice, October 20, 2012 

 Miscellaneous other papers. 

 

Sunday 14 April 2013 Worship at First UMC Pasadena 

Many people had left for home priorities before the Sunday worship service but those that remained 

heard a very special outstanding and inspiring worship service and music program with the Azusa     

Pacific University’s Men’s Chorale with messages by Director Harold Clousing. 

  

End of 2013 Minutes Report 
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