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Even as North American Christians speak and act more for the alleviation of hunger, 

the situation worsens in many areas. WATCH for increasing tensions between the richer 
nations of the West and East as well, and impoverished nations of the Third World. 

A recent warning comes from Cardinal Paul-Emile Leger in Yaounde, Cameroun. He 
suggests a "catastrophic confrontation" coming between rich and poor peoples as a result 
of the growing disparity. While some men are probing the outer universe with rockets, 
he said, other men "are witnessing, powerless, the degeneration of their universe," the areas 
where they live, and where the raw materials of wealth are extracted at bare subsistence 
fo r the benefit of the rich nations. 

He comments that Africans he has talked with over the past several years show good
will and tolerance toward assistance from the West "providing we meet their real needs 
and not what we estimate, somewhat lightly, to be their needs." But too often, he added, 
"the West seems obsessed by the technical development of the third world. Foreign and 
international trade appear as the cornerstone of human life." 

On the other hand, "the East perceives the growth of underdeveloped countries only 
in the framework of materialist indoctrination according to the historic dialectic. By a 
curious paradox, the tenets of these two doctrines (communism and capitalism ) are 
clashing in the very centers of the populations of all countries. Unfo rtunately in each case, 
the leaders (of the two camps) have nothing better to offer than the ill-omened protec
tion of the nuclear shield." 

Cardinal Leger is far from the first churchman, Catholic and Protestant, to make the 
same basic points. Both Methodist and Presbyterian leaders have expressed similar views, 
and like the Cardinal have called for realistic programs that go beyond feeding the hun
gry to the roots of poverty, and provide for self-development. A few samples of such pro
grams are indicated in this issue. 

W HY isn't the church doing more? One answer is that some people don't think the 
church should be involved at all in self-development-which nevertheless is an aspect 
of mission that is being pressed with increasing vigor in some churches. A more basic an
swer is money-the lack of it. Some interesting findings on this are presented by the Rev. 
Robert K. Hudnut, pastor of St. Luke's Presbyterian Church in suburban Minneapolis, in 
his recent book The Sleeping Giant. 

"The average American Protestant gift to church-related benevolences is $18.41. That's 
35 cents a week. It's five cents a day . . .. In other words, the average Protestant is so 
enchanted with his religion that he is willing to sacrifice the equivalent of a can of frozen 
orange juice a day for it. He is so stunned by the claims of Christ on his life that he is will
ing to give up the equivalent of a hot dog a week at a ball park to feed the hungry and 
clothe the naked and care for the sick ( Matt. 25 :35 )." 

Now, there is a fictional anecdote about the engineer who first devised the automatic, 
exact change lane for a highway toll gate. Years after this invention, he was driving 
through an automatic change lane himself. Unaware that the cost of everything had gone 
up d rastically, he threw in a dime instead of the necessary quarter. The next moment, 
the bell on the toll was ringing loudly at him . F rom this incident he derived the title for 
his famous autobiography, For Whom the Toll Bell.s . 

The cost and hence the toll for being a wealthy people has increased d rastically. We 
cannot calculate the toll in terms of the degradation brought to poorer peoples whose re
sources we continue to take too cheaply. Nor can we calculate the toll in terms of the 
frustration and anger of poorer people that is rising almost geometrically, and the woe 
that this can bring to us unless some drastic changes are made. The cost of our wealth 
is rising on all fronts. The toll bells for us . 

-Stanley J. Rowland, Jr. 
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ARTICLES ON UNITY 
Cynthia W edel's and Pe ter Berger's articles 

on unity (January issue) were great! \Ve 
particularly enjoyed them as we had just held 
a SEARCH, with 100 women-Catholic, 
Eastern Orthodox, Lutheran ( Missouri Synod ) 
and other Protes tan ts-parti ipating. 

MARY ( 1Rs. R OBERT A . ) HARVEY 

Cleveland, Ohio 
Mrs. Harvey is president of Church Wom en 
United in Greater Cleveland. 

CUBAN REFUGEE PROGRAM 
I read Mrs. Barker's article, "Cubans in 

Spain," in the September, 1971 New World 
Outlook just after returning from a three weeks' 
visit to Cuba and a brief stop in Madrid to 
visit with those helping Cubans there who have 
left their homeland. 

The editors wisely placed her article beside 
the article, " Is a Theology of the Revolution 
Possible?" by Dr. Arce Martinez, the rector 
of the E vangelical Theological Seminary in 
Matanzas, Cuba. One should read both articles 
at the same sitting and ask the question, " \!Vhy 
do Christians leave Cuba to live in a strange 
land-Spain, the U.S. or Australia?" eedless 
to say it was not easy for mos.t Cuban Chris
tians to adjust their style of life to a revolu
tionary society, but many have done so and are 
now committed to building a new society. 
Among these are many Christians, who though 
not accepting the Marx ist ideology, feel, as 
Dr. Arce Martinez, that a Christian has a place 
in the revolutionary process in Cuba today. Vl'e 
should urge all Christians to remain in their 
homeland, wherever that may be. 

Now in regard to refugee needs, I believe 
that the church should minister to people in 
need in any place at any time. However, the 
large and costly program of the U.S. churche , 
including the United Presbyterian and United 
Methodist Churches, to serve "newly arrived 
Cubans" should be looked at cri tically. Recog
nizing that certain injustices do exist in Cuba 
today, it does not seem wise to continue to 
ex tend indefinitely this program in the ligh t 
of other urgent priorities of truly displaced and 
uprooted people. 

The program fo r Cubans who seek to come 
to the U.S. is based on several dubious assump
tions : that all Cubans who leave are leaving 
because they are deprived of their human rights 
in Cuba; that they are not adequately fed or 
housed or that they are not permitted the free 
exercise of religion . I believe it is time to take 
a hard look at this program and the assump
tions upon which it continues to be perpetuated 
year after year. 

J OHN H . SI NCLAIR 

He is regional secretary for Latin America, 
COEMAR, United Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. 

!NOIA-PAKISTAN SITUATION 
I am hoping you will devote an entire issue 

of New World Outlook to the India-Pakistan 
situation. I have done some speaking about 
this in Midwest churches and some are very 
alert and asking some intelligent questions. 

NORMA KEHRBERC 

Berkeley, California 
Ms. Kehrberg is a United Methodist missionary 
to Nepal now on furlough. 

UNPRECEDENTED SITUATION 
The unprecedented situation of human need 

on the India-Pakistan subcontinent plus the un
believable position of the U.S. administration 
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on the recent war requires a thorough reporting 
by a magazine such as New 'World Outlook . 
Could an entire issue be given to this situation? 

MONA R . BoMcAARS 

Berkeley, California 
Dr. Bomgaars is a fraternal worker of the 
United Presbyterian Church at Lud/1iana 
Hospital in India . 

SPELLBINDING ARTICLES 
I am not a subscriber of New W orld Otttlook , 

but I received it in a packet of resource mate
rial ( the October, 1971 issue), and I am so 
excited about it that I had to share my 
enthusiasm with the editor. The list of authors 
of arti cles in this special issue, ew Machines 
and the ew Humanity, is astounding, and 
the articles are spell-binding. 

ALICE ( Mns . GLENN) SMITH 

La Crosse, Wisconsin 

CONTENTS ARE RELEVANT 
We have been receiving New W orld Outlook 

sometimes several months late, given the state 
of the mails these days. But always it seems 
to us that the contents are relevant to the 
developments we see in mission here. We note 
the responses to editorials and articles, and 
would like to indicate our gratitude for your 
awareness of the etting and direction of 
miss ion today. 

P AU L B . BILLINGS 

Aomori-ken, Japan 

SHOCKED AT WAR INVESTMENTS 
I was shocked to learn of our actions in 

war. About two weeks ago to my dismay I 
read in our morning paper that Uni ted Meth
odists were contributing and investing in war 
implement manufacturing. This morning we 
the church are offering war foes sanctuary. 
How hypocritical can one get? 

There are so many people white as well 
as black who need food and clothing to just 
live. And I believe that the Bible says that 
such a person is neither hot nor cold . 

I'm just a simple person who is very much 
let down to hear of these things. Surely our 
salt has lost its savor. 

Mns . S. E. WILLIAMS 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 

FOR GOOD EDITING 
On pages 20-21 of the January issue the red 

lettering caught my attention immediately. Isn't 
there a glaring grammatical error there? Should 
not the wording be "whom would it affect"? 
Yours for good editing. 

MRS. W. A. HARDENBERC H 

Ridgewood, New Jersey 

M INISTRY TO SEAMEN 
The excellent article about my friend, 

Reverend Sam Duree in the December, 1971 
issue of your magazine under the title, "Chap
lain to the Seamen," caught my eye. Incident-

ally, your Board of .Missions gave us $1 ,500 
las t year to help in our work. 

W . D. KEENE , J n . 

In ternational Seamen's House 
orfolk, Virginia 

GREAT CONCERN 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee 
of the Presbyterian Church in T aiwan held on 
December 17, 1971, great concern was ex
pressed over present international trends and 
developments which we fea r may have a serious 
effect upon the lives of the fifteen million 
people on T aiwan. Consequently out of its 
Christian conscience, and a love for our country 
and fe llow cou ntrymen, the Executive Commit
tee has issued a "Public Statement on Our 

ational Fate." We hope fo r a public response 
in Christian fe llowship from around the world 
which wi ll help to ensure the human rights of 
the fifteen mi llion people of Taiwan. 

The statement reads in part: 
"Some member countries of the United Na

tions are advocating the transfer of Taiwan 
to mainland rule, while others insist on direct 
negotiation between Taipei and Peiping, which 
means substantially the same betrayal of the 
people on Taiwan. 

" We oppose any powerful nation disregard
ing the rights and wishes of fifteen million 
people and making unilateral decisions to their 
own advantage, because God has ordained and 
the United 1ations Charter has affirmed that 
every people has the right to determine its own 
destiny. . . . 

". . . we earnes tly request that within the 
T aiwan area ( the government ) hold elections 
of all representatives to the highest government 
bodies to succeed the present representatives 
who were elected 25 yea rs ago on the main
land . ... 

"W e believe that such demonstration of 
renewal and progress will give the people of 
other nations, as well as our own, the assurance 
tl1at ju ti ce and internal harmony reign with
in." 

H . Y. Lrn, Moderator 
C. M . KAo, General Secretary 
The Presbyterian Church in Taiwan 
Republic of China 

EXTREMELY ANTI -AMERICAN 

I feel that your editorial policy is extremely 
anti-American and I thoroughly disapprove. 

I am a loyal member of the United Metl1odist 
Church but I feel your policy does not reflect 
the wishes and thoughts of tl1e majority of 
church people of America. 

VERONA M cCoY 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

COUNSELING IN JAPAN 

The article, "Counseling in Japan" ( ovem
ber ), was extremely interesting and well-done. 
As a funding agent for both Pacific Counseling 
Service and CCCO, we appreciate your inter
e t in the counseling service. 

Unfortunately, because of certain omissions 
(see letter from Dave .McFadden, February 
issue), the arti cle migh t be somewhat mislead
ing. 

But despite the above, we found the article 
enlightening and informative. 

L. Wn..LIAM YOLTMON 

Philadephia, Pennsylvania 
He is secretary, Emergency Ministry of Con
science and War, Department of Church and 
Society, United Presbyterian Church. 
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The Politics of Busing 
The majority of the current political 

discussion about school busing is a 
shocking illustration of the misuse of 
politics. Politics at its best should be a 
method by which public issues are il
luminated, examined, and matters of 
public policy formed in the light of ra
tional considera tion. None of these con
ditions exist in the current non-debate. 

To begin with , busing itself is not the 
issue. The issue is how this country can 
get itself a system of quality education 
that is available to everyone, no matter 
,where they live or what their economic 
class or race. Busing is simply one tech
nique by which in some places the goal 
of quality educa tion might be more 
speedily reached. 

In any case, busing for school chil
dren is an established fact of American 
life. As Senator Walter londale of 
Minnesota has pointed out, twenty mil
lion children now ride buses to school 
every week and sixty-five per cent of the 
children ride buses for reasons that have 
nothing to do with school desegrega tion. 

All of which cuts very little ice in an 
election year when it appears that there 
might be a chance to stampede the herd 
of voters over some emotional issue. We 
are therefore treated to the rather 
squalid spectacle of Republicans and 
Democrats trying to outmaneuver each 
other and Governor George Wallace as 
the staunch defender of the neighbor
hood school and archfoe of the evil bus. 

All of this talk about constitutional 
amendments, congressional bills, execu
tive directives , etc. is either dishonest, 
wicked, or both . It is probably mostly 
dishonest because the politicians secretly 
expect little real change in the situation. 
The constitutional amendment will not 
pass; the courts will continue to order 
busing where they think it is called for ; 
and a good show will have been put on 
for the electorate. A cynical tactic, but 
one of the staples of political life. 

The problem here is that the poli
ticians may get run down in their own 
stampede. 

Busing, to put it bluntly, is a code 
word for integration in the minds of 
many people and a promise to stop bus
ing is a promise to stop integration . Any 
one who would play with that keg of 
dynamite in our society in its present un
happy state risks blowing us all sky-high. 

Well, we have been lucky before in 
this country and maybe we will get 
through again with no major blowup. Of 
course, we will all be a little more cynical 
about public li fe, a little more distrust
ful of our leaders and of each other, and 
a little bit fa rther from our goal of 
achieving an open and just society. 

Tennessee Williams immortalized a 
streetcar named desire; let us hope that 
the run of a thea trical about a school bus 
named hysteria will not be so successful. 

New Machines and 
Inhumanity 

Local church groups currently en
gaged in the church-wide study "New 
Machines and the New Humanity" would 
do well to spend one session at least on 
the "Technologiza tion" of Indochina. 
The purpose of such a program should 
be to understand that if the "new ma
chines" continue to be used in the way 
they are being used now in Indochina, 
there will come a time when there will 
be no humanity there at all, "new," "old" 
or otherwise. 

The new machines are p1imarily the 
not-so-new B-52's, which las t year 
dropped 751,322 tons of bombs in South
east Asia, and which, according to a 
study by Cornell University scientists, 
have dropped more bombs on Indochina 
during the present Administration than 
were dropped during all of World War 
II and the Korean War together. 

What this means can be put two ways. 
It means twenty million craters, each 
anywhere from five to twenty feet deep , 
in Vietnam alone. It means bombs with
in bombs, cannisters which relea e small 
bomblets the size of footballs which are 
intended solely for people (not, obvious
ly, a factory). It means bombs dropped 
along rivers and roads and scheduled to 
go off hours later to catch trucks and 
barges (and people). It means "daisy 
cutter" bombs which have killed every 
living thing in 116,000 acres of Indo
china. It means unexploded bombs wait
ing for unsuspecting children. It means 
treating Indochina as one big laboratory 
for experimentation and gadget testing. 

But it also means, according to Fred 
Branfman who spent four years in Laos, 
people 'burned alive by napalm or white 
phosphorous while sitting or sleeping in 
their shelters ," "whole family lines ex
terminated" as bombs fall on trenches , 

and children riddled by pellets from 
antipersonnel bombs. But, of course, this 
is hard to visualize because no TV crews 
have been around to see it happen and 
to see it from the point of the victims and 
not that of the military. Theologian John 
C. Bennett declares: "This reckless and 
unbelievably callous use of our power to 
kill and des troy-in small nations that 
are mere pawns and whose people and 
culture we have never understood-has 
already robbed our country of moral 
credibili ty." 

Inevitably, such a study would rai se 
the need for more information on thi s 
subject. A group might even petition a 
local TV news station fo r more informa
tion in a regular format on the ai r war. 
( One such resource might be the horrify
ing slide show on the ai r war put to
gether by ational Action/ Research on 
the Military Industrial Complex 
[ ARMIC] and now being circulated by 
Clergy and Laymen Concerned.) But the 
study would have more serious conse
quences if it probed such questions as 
the extent we have become dependent 
on technique to solve problems, the 
uses and abuses of power, the motiva
tions behind the use of such destructive
ness, and most seriously the apathy with 
which we generally greet the news of 
the air war' effect on the Indochinese. 

Hunger and Thirst ... 
This special issue on World Hunger 

and Development appears coincidentally 
in one of the months of the year in which 
Christians express their solidari ty with 
Christians all around the world in cere
monies tha t "follow the sun." Both the 
World Day of Prayer and the One Great 
Hour of Sharing underline the Christian 
conviction that prayer and service are 
group activiti es in the full est extent. 

One of the interesting arguments 
among students of the Bible is whether 
it is more likely that Jesus said "How 
blest are those who hunger and thirst to 
see right prevail" (as in Matthew's gos
pel ) , or whether he said , "How blest are 
you who now go hungry; your hunger 
shall be satisfi ed" (as in Luke's go pel ). 
Or perhaps he said both. There un
doubtedly is a difference. But the fact 
that they both exist reminds us that the 
Gospel is concerned both for the hunger 
to see "ri ght prevail" and the hunger 
which come from not having bread . 



\.1 ....... . 



AYEAR AGO I was wa lki ng 
nea r the Bangkok Christian 
Col lege in Thai land. It was 

five o 'clock in the evening and the 
students were co ming out to the 
stree t. I joi ned three you ng men and 
we wa lked the mile toward my 
room at the guest house . They we re 
so yo ung, ye t mature and sensi
tive to worl d iss ues like popula
ti on, hun ger, and peace. As we w ere 
about to sepa rate I asked, " What is 
the chief conce rn of students to
day?" The rep ly ca me qui ck ly : 
" Liberation , the freedom fo r all peo
ple to rise from poverty." 

That st ru ck me, for I had spent 
the afte rnoon in co nference with 
U.K.Th an, Execut ive Secretary fo r the 
East Asia Chri stian Conference. At 
one point in our co nversation I 
asked him, " What do yo u see as the 
growing edge of the churches of 
Asia?" 

He looked at me with a steady 
eye, " War and peace. War is a 
luxury that onl y the ri ch nations of 
the West can afford. Our wa r is 
agai nst poverty and hunger. Also, we 
must give deeper reasons fo r our 
fa ith . Christianity came here during 
co lonial days. Now with co lonialism 
gone and o ther reli gions in resur
gence, we are asked, 'Why are you 
still Christian ?' There mu st be deep 
so ul sea rching and spi ritual renewal. 
We are but two percent of the 
population. Ou r priority is reconcili
ation and the development of 
people." 

He turned to his shelf and handed 
me an attract ive book let. I read the 
titl e, Liberation-Justice-Develop
ment. It was the report of a 1970 
co nference of churchmen from six
teen Asian cou ntri es. They had met 
in Tokyo to co nsider the Church's 
responsibility for the liberati on and 
development of deprived people. 

Again I was stru ck, fo r on the trip 
I had with me a copy of the book 

Renewa l for Miss ion. Thi s was the 
repo rt of a simila r meeti ng held in 
India. A closing paragraph reads, " A 
church today that is concerned only 
with its surv iva l, and not entering 
in to the anguish of Christ, is in dan
ger of being cut off as a dead 
branch. O nl y by pa rticipatin g in the 
stru ggle for food , socia l j ust ice, and 
human dignity ca n we relevantl y 
proclaim the Gospe l. " 

It wo uld be a mi stake to assume 
that such interes t is as deep o r as 
w idespread as it should be. How
eve r, in No rth America, Europe, Asia , 
Africa , and Lati n America yo uth and 
th e more sensitive churchmen see 
liberation and development as the 
major challenge of thi s decade. 

Mahatma Gandhi defined it 
briefl y, " So live that all o thers wi ll 
be helped to li ve better. " The term 
development implies mo re than 
politi ca l revo lution o r an increase of 
material goods . Deve lopment is a 
co nce rted effort to open the way for 
all persons to achieve human dignity 
w ith opportunity to wo rk and earn 
the essentials fo r a mo re abundant 
life. It means the reshaping of unjust 
in stitutions and the employment o f 
physica l, cu ltural, and spiritual re
so urces for promo ting the we ll 
being of all . It embraces all of li fe, 
spiritual , mental, and socia l. 

Mounting Urgency 
Once di stance and the lack of 

knowledge spa red us the embarrass
ment of co mpari sons between our 
affluence and the mi se ry of the res t 
of the wo rld . Now in our one wor ld 
of travel and interdependence the 
Third World is at our doo rstep. 

Hunger at home and overseas is 
not just the cry of the alarmist. A. H. 
Boerma of the Food and Agri cul ture 
O rganiza tion sobe rl y in fo rms us 
that, " after tWo decades of effo rt, 
a majo rity of the world 's people 
have less food than they had in 1945. 

I. W. MOOMAW 

Some 12,000 starve da ily. Du e to the 
lack of food one th i rd o f the people 
suffer bli ghted li ves." Last yea r the 
naked truth broke through to us 
that in the United Sta tes around ten 
milli on of our citi zens lack decent 
food. W orld hunger must be taken 
se ri ously i f disaster of majo r propo r
ti ons is to be avoided . 

British economist Barbara Ward 
ca ll s the w idening gap between th e 
affluent nat ions and the vast ma
jority of mankind , " the wor ld 's 
worst disease." Th e recent Beirut 
Conference disclosed that the At
lanti c Community with 20 percent 
of the wo rld 's popu latio n com
mand s 80 percent of the wo rld 's re
so urces . The Un ited States with six 
percent of the popul at ion co m
mands 40. pe rcent. Th is sca ndalous 
gap is already leadi ng to open rebe l
li on in ce rtai n areas. 

The " green revo lution" w ith high 
yield ing va ri eti es o f maize, w hea t, 
and ri ce offers great po tential. How
eve r, in too many in stances the in
crease is grabbed up by the land
lord, the money lender, and the 
co ntracto r. 

If educa tion fo r the multitud es is 
used as a criterion of progress we 
do not fi nd much comfo rt there. 
From UNESCO we lea rn that there 
are 100 million more illiterate peo
ple today than there were in 1952. 

Despite so me mass ive effo rts the 
past decade has been one of deep
ening cri sis and co ncern . Many are 
ask ing, " Why is progress so slow?" 
A look at so me of the ca uses w ill 
give us a clearer understanding and 
enab le us to better see the un iq ue 
ro le of the churches. 

What Holds Us Back? 
I put thi s ques tion to a ve teran 

Dr. Moomaw, a well-known author 
and lecturer, was formerly execittive sec
retary of Agricultural Missions, Inc., and 
a long-time missionary in India . 
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worke r in Peru . Tho ughtfully he re
plied, " Greed o n the part of those 
w ho ho ld large possess ions." There 
are also mo re specific ca uses. We 
ho uld look first to our premi ses. 

The job o f development has been 
oversimplifi ed. Many governm ent 
plann ers ass umed that if w e wou ld 
o nly pour in enough money and 
Western " know-how" for a few years 
there would soon be glowing re
sults. Thi s was folly and we now 
have disillusionment. 

Our expenditures for war and 
arm aments are now draining away 
the much-needed fund s. This 
creates, in the United States and 
abroad, attitudes and situations that 
are inimical to the development of 
people. In 1970 the nations of the 
world spent $205 bi lli on for military 
purposes. A World Bank estimate 
declares that " even five percent of 
this amount used prudently over a 
period of ten years would signifi
cantly advance the work of develop
ment and remove the major cause of 
war." 

For example, the amount spent by 
the United States on the Vietnam 
war alone cou ld have provided an 
$8,500 home for every family in both 
North and South Vietnam. There 
would have remained a balance 
adequate to develop the Mekong 
River Valley and provide the much
needed schoo ls, colleges, and hos
pitals. As a nation we spend 85 times 
as much on military operations as 
we give fo r development assistance 
to the poor nations. 

World trade patterns are another 
delaying factor. During co lonial 
yea rs the Western powers were 
helped in building up their econo
mies by cheap raw materials from 
the colonies. Those same trade pat
terns still prevail, with the advan
tage accruing to the rich nations. 
With but few exceptions it is ex
tremely difficult for a developing 
nation to sell manufactured prod
ucts through world trade channels. 

All of us are aware of the rapidly 
growing population . This occurs 
mostly in the nations striving for 
development and it strikes hardest 
aga inst the poor in those nations. 
The problems of housing, education , 
and employment are almost beyond 
our imagination . 

There are institutiona l drawbacks 
still to be removed . In many nations 
politica l and social power is held by 
a sma ll elite. These people are slow 
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to support change or pay taxes that 
do not benefit them persona lly. 
Con centration of land in the hands 
o f the few is characteri stic. 

The pattern of land holdings for 
Latin Am eri ca was set in 1529 w hen 
the King of Spain gave to Horatio 
Cortez a tract of 25,000 sq uare mil es 
with 100,000 Indians as peons. To
day over 75 percent of the crop land 
in Latin Amer ica is held by six per
cent of the people. With the green 
revolution is coming the rapid com
mercialization of agricu lture. As un 
planned mechanization increases, 
tenants and laborers are pushed off 
the land . It is estimated that in the 

contro ll ed and land reform can be 
ach ieved without vio lence. O nce the 
scarcity of goods drove men to bitter 
conquest. Now we have at least the 
technical means to overcome scar
city. 

Another asset we often ove rl ook 
is the one billion people eager fo r 
oppo rtuniti es to work and improve 
their life. The late Dag Hammar
skjo ld saw in these willing people a 
potential fo r "the greatest drama of 
our time." Such revo luti on is not to 
be feared . 

There are no easy answers but 
severa l guidelines are clear. As a 
government we should separate 

Crop yields can be greatly increased, 

epidemics can be controlled 

and land reform can be achieved 
without violence. 

world around 70,000 villagers every 
day seek refuge in the congested 
cities. In the U.S. more than 15 mil
lion people were crowded off the 
land during the last ten years. And 
the trend contin ues. 

So far the picture we have pre
sented will seem gloomy but we 
have tried to be objective. 

What of Tomorrow? 
The future does not need to be 

dark. Ever since William Carey, 
the well-known missionary-horticul
turist to India, the churches have 
shown deep interest in develop
ment. Long before governmental 
programs existed, world missions 
opened agricultural schools, per
formed field experiments, and estab
lished cooperative societies. A rich 
reservoir of tested experien ce is now 
at our comma nd . 

Great st rides have been made by 
governm ents si nce 1950 when they 
began to undertake development 
with their larger resources. Many 
capable workers and aid technicians 
have made invaluable contribution s. 
In India alone twenty-seven river 
valleys have been developed for ir
rigation and power. We have 
learned that crop yields can be 
greatly increased, epidemics can be 

military aid from economic aid . For 
too long we have used our aid to 
shore up oppressive dictatorships 
and outdated institutions. To be ef
fective, economic aid must deal 
directly with the causes of under
development. It must help to release 
the potential of people. 

We shou ld seek out and work 
with the new breed of men. In busi
ness, the professions, and among 
students we find emerging a new 
class of men and women who are 
dedicated to reform, and the pru
dent use of resources for develop
ment. It is these people who can 
give a new sense of direction to our 
effo rts. 

We like to think of Uncle Sam as 
a modern Atlas bearing up the world 
on his shoulders. Really when we 
separate our economic aid from the 
vast military component we are now 
giving less than .2 percent of our 
nati onal income as actual develop
ment aid . This places us as thirteenth 
among the sixteen more prosperous 
nations. Canada, England, and the 
European countries are giving .5 per
cent to .8 percent of their income. 
It would seem that we should at 
least equal the amount of other 
nations. 

It is generally agreed that aid 



given through international agencies, 
without strings attached , is more 
productive than that given directly 
by ourselves. The costs of admi ni s
tration are less and the results are 
more thorough and enduring. 

What Role for the Churches? 
When we co nsider the d imen-

ions of th e job to be done we might 
ask why the churches shou ld under
take development work at all . It is 
true, some types of work can be 
done only by governm ents but there 
are basic co ntributions that only the 
churches ca n provide. 

They are in a favored position to 
reach out to the most needy, those 
who are usually bypassed by the 
larger governm ent programs. These 
long-deprived people rea lly under
stand w hat it means to " hunger and 
thirst fo r righteousness ." They above 
all have a va lid claim on the 
churches for a tangible expression of 
righteo usness. 

The churches are free to challenge 
oppressive institutions like land
lordism, usu ry, and exto rt ion . Re
cently a young missionary told me, 
" Some of us may have to be the 
stoned prophets of the twent ieth 
century." 

There is already a notab le token 
program of wo rk ca rri ed fo rwa rd by 

the churches overseas in extension 
education, help with cooperative 
societies, land settlement, and the 
preparation of wo rkers . Over 300 
professionally qualified men and 
women are so engaged . 

In th e yea r 1969 Ameri an Protes
tant denom inations gave an ave rage 
of approx imate ly 15 ents per mem
ber towa rd the suppo rt of thi s wo rk. 
Thi s pitiably small fraction of the ir 
budgets mu st not be taken as a fair 
expression of American conce rn . 
There is f irm reason to believe that 
the people will gladly respond to a 
much large r cha ll enge, if it is wisely 
p lan ned and clea rl y presented . 

True, some mistakes have been 
made in the past. There was an un
due amoun t of paternali sm. Trusting 
peasant people we re so metim es dis
appo inted because of ill -advi sed 
projects. Some effo rts fai led because 
the peopl e involved had too little 
part in the planning. Thi s ca n now 
be large ly avoided by the use of 
professional cou nsel avai lab le for 
the aski ng. The great potential of the 
churches fo r partnership in develop
ment is yet to be challenged and 
emp loyed. 

There is need fo r a new basis of 
sharin g. Two exampl es may be 
given. One is Action for Food Pro
duction (AFPRO) in India. Hunger 

United Methodist agricultural school at Sandoa, Zaire, offers training in 

there is approached as an issue of 
wo rld responsibi l ity, not as the 
problem of that nation alone. To 
combat it the best personnel and 
resources are being app li ed without 
specia l regard as to who are the 
give rs or the receive rs. An examp le 
in Latin America is MEDA, M en
non ite Economic Development As
sociates. Sma ll industries such as 
leather work, fa rm implements, and 
food processing are established. 
Ownersh ip is then transfe rred to na
tional partners or owners as rap idly 
as feasible . 

Personnel is always a key factor in 
deve lopment. The younger churches 
will wish to use their own people 
just as far as poss ibl e and for pro
grams largely of their own choosing. 
Howeve r, there are increas ing calls 
fo r perso ns o f tested expe ri ence and 
competence to wo rk as equals. We 
should offer only those best quali
fied fo r a given ass ignment, rega rd
less of race or nat ionali ty. 

Is development a proper concern 
of the chu rches? Indeed we find in 
the life of our Founder a clear sum
mons to such a ministry of sp irit, 
co mpassion, and exce llence. W ith in
creas ing human need and the vast re
sources now ava il abl e, thi s decade 
ca n be fo r the churches, their hi gh
est hour since the Refo rmation.• 





( A new /W ORLD O UTLOOK report) 

T ll E APPLICATION of science and 
technology to traditional agri
culture-the "Green Revolu

tion"-has produced some dramatic 
results but is fa r short of being a 
panacea fo r the world's hunger prob
lems. 

T his appea rs to be the consensus 
of a number of agriculture experts 
around the world and of articles on 
this subject in scholarly journals. The 
Green Revolution, they say, has 
spawned a whole series of secondary 
problems. While famine and starva
tion may be avoided in certa in na
tions, new questions of the laws of 
upply and demand, underemploy

m nt, and viable markets and market
ing know-how have arisen. Some ex
p rts are convinced tha t it is the 
problem of employment and not the 
technical ability to produce food that 
is the critical hunger problem now. 

Behind all the uncerta inty is the 
continuing food-population race. o 
one can predict exactly what the 
world's population will be in thirty, 
sixty or one hundred years. Some 
estimates have the world's population 
doubling in thirty years. Others ay 
that is conservative. 

Tirnt the accomplishments of the 
Green Revolution are extraord inary is 
beyond question. Writing in the April , 
1969 issue of Foreign Affai rs in an 
article called ''The Green Revolution : 
Cornucopia or Pandora's Box?" Dr. 
Clifton R. Wharton, Jr. says: "It is 
now generally known that major tech
nological breakthroughs in food pro
duction are believed to have lifted 
the spectre of famine in the immedi
a te future and to have pos tponed the 
prospect of Malthusian population 
disaster. Startling developments have 
been accomplished in wheat, rice and 
corn-major food staples in much of 
the developing world. The possibili
ties for doubling or even tripling pro
duction are based upon new high
yicld varieties coupled with adequate 
supplies of water, fertilizer, pesticides 
and modern equipment." vVharton 
says the revolution has not only been 
successful but it is spreading; the In
ternational Agriculture Development 
Service estimates that in Asia alone 
the number of acres planted with the 
new high-yield varieties rose from 

200 acres in 1964 to 20 million in 
1967-68. Such food-importing na tions 
as the Philippines and Pakistan have 
become virtually self-suffi cient. 

As a result, it is almost imposs ible 
to estimate how many people the 
world can feed. Dr. Walter H . Paw
ley, Director of the Policy Advisory 
Bu reau in the Food and Agricul tural 
Organiza tion of the UN ( FAO ), says 
tha t even in low-income countries 
enough food from onventional 
sources could be provided fo r the 
growing population, as long as 40 per
cent of the land was under "universal 
perennial irrigation" and there was 
a five-fo ld increase in average world 
yields (or 1.6 percent a year ) . But 
Dr. Pawley concedes tha t the ques
ti on is one of timing. "The approach
ing avalanche of popula tion could 
exceed the capaci ty of the existing 
cul tivable a rea before the situation is 
transformed by this basic technica l 
breakthrough," he says, in an article 
in CEHES, the F AO review. 

The secondary problems caused by 
the Green Revolution may be more 
pleasurable tO deal with than the 
prospects of fa mine but they are 
every bit as real. Many are the result 
simply of poor planning, fa ilure to 
provide adequate markets and storage 
facil ities fo r the new crops, and , 
generally, the d iehard nature of the 
food-deficit mentality. But some prob
lems are not in this ca tegory and 
indica te the clanger of placing too 
much fa ith in technology to so lve the 
hunger problem. 

For instance, in his Foreign Affairs 
article, Dr. Wharton notes that the 
technology of the Green Revolution 
is seriously limited by the amount of 
irriga ted land, by the ability of exist
ing markets to handle the increased 
product, and by the fact that people 
will not experiment with new tech
niques when a basic food staple (and 
fa mily survival ) is at stake. 

Furthermore, there must be institu
tional refo rms that go along with the 
Green Revolution or small farmers 
and tenants will lack the economic 
incentive to continue it. 

The first or "early" adopters of the 
new technology are likely to be the 
more advanced, literate and progres
sive regions, says Wharton, "in sum, 

Will food production keep pace with 
the population explosion? Hopes lie 
in the application of science and 
technology to agriculture to increase 
yields and in the spread of family 
planning. Opposite page, symbols of 
those hopes are high-yield wheat, grown 
in India u:ith assistance from Action for 
Food Production, a Church World 
Service proiect, and the intra-uterine 
birth control decice, "the loop." 



Happiness is a two-child family is the 
message of posters in Costa Rica and 

India. Runaway population growth 
will increase unemployment and misery 

to the danger point in poor nations, 
experts warn. 
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the wealthier, more modem farmers" 
who already have the skill s and eco
nomic s curity to take risks. W harton 
notes that a "large number" of con
sulting finns have sprung up in the 
Philippines to advis landlords and 
make handsome profits in the bargain. 
There is much evidence that the new 
technology makes the ri ch fa rmers 
richer. 

"If only a small fraction of the ru ral 
population moves into the modern 
century while the bulk remains be
hind , or perhaps even goes backward, 
the situation will be highly explosiv ," 
says W harton. 

Adding to the possibilities of that 
explosion is a runaway population 
growth and the consequent rise of 
unemployment, says W. H . Pawley. 
In Latin America, fo r instance, sixty 
percent of the unemployment equiv
alent of the entire economy is in the 
area of agriculture. "lJn- and und r
employment, arising basically from 
the enormous imbalance b etween 
human numbers needing work and 
the amount of capital available to 
employ them ... represents the dan
ger point in 90-100 countries com
prising 70 percent of the world's 
population," says the fo rmer Director 
of the Indicative World Plan for 
Agricultural Development. There is a 
real danger that the whole social 
system for millions will break down. 

Dr. Pawley's solution is one famili ar 
to readers of British economist Bar
bara Ward. "In 1965," he says, "83 
percent of the world's gross domes tic 
product was produced in what is 
known in UN jargon as Zone A 

(U.S.A.-Canada, Wes tern E urope, 
Japan and Austra li a-New Zealand ) 
and that part of Zone B situated in 
E urope ( U .S.S.R. and Eas tern 
Europe). All the less-developed coun 
tries of Asia, Africa and Lath . 
Am rica produced only 12 percent of 
the total and China another 5 per
cent." Hawley advoca tes that the 
developed countries transfer two per
cent of their income to the less 
developed countries for a period of 
two or three decades. That transfer 
would, of course, need to be either a 
gift or a non-interes t-bea ring loan. 
Pawley is convinced that with a 
guarantee of support equivalent to 
about 10 percent of their own earn
ings, "most developing countries 
could . . . tum the t rick of achieving 
economic take-off qu ickly and there 
would be a reasonable chance of 
crea ting an economic and social en
vironment fa vorable to fertility con
trol before the less-developing coun
tries drown in the population deluge." 

This sort of solution is more 
specific ( and possibly more radical ) 
than that advoca ted by Wharton in 
his Foreign Affairs article, but it is 
clear that the two are essentially on 
the same wave length . Both see that 
the food-population problem is more 
than humanitarian aid and develop
ment; it involves international rela
tions as well . 

And both see also that the Green 
Revolution has its limits as well as its 
unquestioned benefits. The way to 
make sure that its benefits are assured 
is to not be deceived about its limita
tions. • 



W HY IS H UNGER so wide
spread? To begin with, 
agricultural development 

depends upon such factors as roads 
and transport systems, storage facili
ties, processing, marketing, the dis
tribution of supplies, credit, price con
trols, interest ra tes, taxes, subsid ies 
and quotas. The development of food 
producing industries also depends up
on such national organ izational 
factors as land tenure systems, farm 
sizes, government services and policy, 
fa rmer cooperatives and credit as
sociations, rural social services such 
as health centers, schools, family plan
ning centers, responsible local govern
ment and adult informal educational 
systems. 

Agricultural development depends 
upon an integra tion of agricultural in
stitut ions and practices with existing 
value systems of a given culture. It 
depends upon acceptable modes of 
public administration which are cul
turally consistent within the complex 
dynamics of peasant communities. 
Agricultural development is depen
dent upon harmonious relations for 
the introduction of technical innova
tions and social change. Agricultural 
development depends upon adequate 
organizations for basic and applied 
agricultural and social research, and 
of ways to adequately diffuse reliable 
knowledge about agronomy, plant 
genetics, soil science, water manage
ment, pest control, farm management, 
family care, public planning, literacy, 
adult education and mass communica
tion. 

In order to comprehend the grow
ing challenge of hunger which faces 
the churches, it is helpful to under
stand , in a general way, the broad 
array of problems that affect the 
development of agriculture, particu-

larly in those areas of the world 
where basic rural social and economic 
infrastructures are yet to exist abun
dantly. 

Generally, one has the impression 
that if the soil is good and if there 
is sufficient rainfall , given some good 
seed and good breeds of livestock, a 
family can earn its livelihood. But, 
what about proper fertilizers, pesti
cides, tools, adequate fa rm power, 
fencing, drainage and irrigation faci
lities? These questions are sufficiently 
complicated in the temperate regions 
of the world to cause highly trained 
and supported· farmers difficul ty. Yet, 
what about the tropical world , where 
two-thirds of the earth's population 
lives? Not much is known about the 
unusual soils : their physical struc
tures, chemistry and microbiology. 
Not much has been developed in 
terms of adaptable seed, plant ma te
rials, and livestock. Man knows more 
about the surface of the moon than 
about the management of the tropical 
soils of the earth upon which most of 
the world's people struggle to survive. 
Only recently have serious efforts 
been taken to launch the type of re
search that, in time, may p roduce 
reliable knowledge about food pro
duction in the tropical world . 

In a nut-shell , a local farm and its 
fa rm fa mily is like a cell in the body 
. . . it requires support to keep it 
alive, and as it produces essential life
giving energy fo r the health of the 
whole body, it takes a great deal of 
support to carry its products to where 
they are needed. The task is to under
stand the complex and interrelated 
issues affecting, simultaneously, the 
development of local agricultu ral eco
nomics and social structures. 

Much of the burden of agricultural 
development rests upon the weakest 

C. Dean Freudenberger 

sector of the population. Yet, as we 
are often bewildered by this fact, we 
rea lize that agricul tural moderniza
tion is one of the major instruments 
for achieving the development of peo
ples; of building foundations for 
healthy bod ies and minds, employ
ment, elimination of poverty and 
violence, and a change in the mo
mentum of population growth ra tes. 
We have to face the agricul tu ral prob
lem squarely, and re-tune ourselves 
to work with it creatively. 

The Food and Agricultural Organi
za tion of the U.N. ( FAO ), private re
search and educational institutions in 
agricul ture, and some national gov
ernments themselves have recently 
asked the churches to play a more 
active role in rural and agricultural 
development. The churches are lo
cated in the villages of the world. 
Trust and confidence usuall y exist. 
Communica tions among the people 

C. Dean Freudenberger is Agricultural 
Programs Consultant of the W orld Divi
sion of the United Methodist Board of 
Missions. He formerly served as a mis
sionary in Zaire. 
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Man knows m ore 
about the surface 
of the moon than 

about the m an 
agem ent of the 

tropical soils upon 
which most of 

the world's peo
ple struggle to 

surv ive. 

14 [124) 

where the churches minister is effec
tive. New forms of ministry to rural 
peoples, to help them with their food 
p roducing problems, a re urgently 
needed. One-to-one agricultural ex
tensions programs are not sufficiently 
effecti ve by themselves. Mission farms 
are usually unrela ted to community 
efforts fo r self-help. Agricultural 
schools, which minister to young peo
ple long uprooted from their home 
communities, are no longer very ef
fective. D emonstration centers, di
rected by missionaries or national 
leaders, are now understood to be of 
little use fo r communities of rural and 
isolated people. 

What are some guidelines that can 
help the churches minister more ef
fectively? There are seven, in the 
fo rm of q uestions, which help. 

l. Are the local and abundant re
sources of a given area (e.g., land , 
grass, forest, climate) properly de
veloped and responsibly utilized? 
Many tropical soil types are extremely 
fragile and are easily destroyed . Yet 
there are real possibilities for the 
utilization of these resources, by the 
masses of rural people. 

2. Are the returns to the invest
ments of a farmer's labor sufficient to 
raise appreciably the welfare and 
dignity of himself and his famil y? Too 
frequently, a man must work himself 
long hours just to survive. 

3. Is reliable technical knowledge 
about agricultural production avail
able to the rural masses of people? 
What are the responsibilities that the 
churches have, utilizing their class
rooms and pulpits, to help disseminate 
information about new breakthroughs 
in seed va rie ties, planting time, credit 
and savings systems, land tenure 
rights, improved breeds of livestock, 
soil management? 

4. Are people free and able to 
organize themselves to provide es
sential infrastructures for rural and 
regional economic and social develop
ment? It is the task of the church to 
make reconciliation and trust possible 
across all religious and secular lines, 
so that local people can discover their 
own unique capacities and power 
with which to build together those 
just economic and social systems 

which are essential for the develO]J 
ment of their lives in community. 

5. Have the churches in a given 
area tried to cooperate with all peo
ples and agencies involved in devel
opment and have they sought their 
cooperation? Sometimes, the "luxury" 
of denominational isola tion makes it 
impossible for interdependent com
munities to conquer hunger! 

6. Have church leaders effectively 
recruited and considered the collec
tive insights of village citizens for the 
formulation and execution of compre
hensive development projects? Some 
of the best understandings of the 
ecology and agriculture of a region 
(and knowledge about those eco
nomic and social systems which hold 
back development ) are found within 
the wisdom and experience of local 
community leaders. 

7. Is formal educa tion by the 
churches relevant to the development 
needs of people in a given area? 

An overarching guideline is that 
the processes involved in project and 
p rogram service be consistent with 
the goals of development itself : jus
tice, self-reli ance in dignity, with 
economic growth . 

Finall y, one question remains. 
What can I do about the problem? 

I must understand what is happen
ing and why. I must understand other 
broader issues, for example, how in
ternational trade agreements, inter
national corporate business structures, 
and W estern political and economic 
policy which functions for national 
self-interest, intensify the alread y en
gulfing problem of hunger. I must 
help to build the kind of social ethos 
in my own nation which can support 
policy and legislation that can move 
my nation from its dependence upon 
armaments, political intrigue and eco
nomic self-interes t, to spending for 
the kinds of research and service pro
grams that can remove the hunger 
pains which are inflicted upon most 
of the world's people. I can increase 
my support of my church's mission in 
agriculture and rural development, 
and in its programs for national legis
lative action. I can take my place in 
a thousand personal ways by putting 
my shoulder to the task of service.• 





In 1959 the Coptic Evangelical Organization for Social 
Services (CEOSS) , in cooperation with COEMAR, began 
a literacy campaign in the remote, depressed Egyptian 
vil lage of Deir el Barsha on the edge of the desert. Some 
950 enthusiastic men and women enro ll ed in the classes 
and those who knew how to read vo lunteered to teach 
others. From the literacy classes grew Bible study classes, 
a cooperative society, a lending library, yo uth clubs and 
rug weaving projects. Formerly inactive chu rches in the 
all-Christian village were fil led. In 1971 a CEOSS worker 
returned on a part-time basis to encourage the villagers 
to continue improving their community and to give further 
training to the volunteer teachers and leaders. A reading 
program and audio-visual presentations brought the lat
est information on health, agricu ltu ral methods, family 
li fe and new books on Chri st ian belief. Villagers now 
show keen interest in the contro l of fli es, ca re of the soil, 
eye diseases, family planning. The Bible Society di sp layed 
Scriptures and the CEOSS agricultura l expe rt distributed 
breed chickens at cost price. The exper iment has revital
ized three other " pattern villages" too. While helping 
themse lves now, the vill agers want to aid others: they 
have contr ibuted to CEOSS almost $100, the equiva lent 
of 160 days' wages for a laborer. 

In Seattle, unemployment stands at over 13 percent 
and formerly affluent fami li es are hungry. For more than 
a year Neighbo rs in Need, a program begun by three 
church groups, has been distributing food at 36 food 
banks to as many as 20,000 fami li es each week. A thou
sa nd vo lun teers dispense food and money donated by 
churches, businesses and fa rmers. A minister of the 
United Church of Chri st in Japan spent three months 
serving with the program. For five mo nths in 1971 the 
Department of Agriculture refused to release surpl us 
food despite a fede ral court order, insisti ng that a liberal
ized food-stamp program was sufficient. It was o nly when 
a half ton of gift food arri ved from Seattle's siste r city, 
Kobe, Japan, that an embarrassed Agriculture Department 
relented and began di stributing surplus food . However, 
since not al l the unemployed are eli gible fo r the fede ral 
food program and since many essenti als are exc luded , 
Neighbors in Need wi ll continue to be needed. 

The Chinese and lban rural people living along the Re
jang River in the Malays ian state of Sarawak o n the island 
of Borneo often subsist on a poor diet and the sa le of 
flu ctuating cash crops like rubber. United Methodist 
church workers have formed a development committee 
to coo rdinate planning for the introduction of new ri ce 
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Angel Marti- _ 
nez exmnines 
inexpensive 
poultry hous· 
ing and new 
chicks AGAPE 
helped provide 
through revolv
ing loan fund. 

I · 
varieties, better methods of poultry production, nutrition, 
fami ly planning and hea lth care, and the study of the the
o logica l premises for development. United M ethodist 
mi ss ionary Ri chard L. Schwenk manages The M ethodi st 
Mission Agricultural Center at Kapit, which offers rural 
development co urses to fa rmers, pasto rs and thei r wives, 
and students. Graduates rece ive seeds, fruit trees and 
other planting mater ials at subsidized prices. Farmers 
have readily accepted new methods of ri ce producti on. 
The Sa rawak program is but one of 42 major agricultural 
and rural life development programs supported by the 
World Division of the United Methodist Board of Mis
sions in 22 countries with fu nds and 65 missionary spe
cia lists . 

Wolfe and Breathitt Counties in eastern Kentucky are 
among the poorest in th e nati on. They are a target area 
for the ecumenica l Commission on Religion in Appala
chia (CORA), to which United Methodists and United 
Presbyterians are related. A yea r ago mountain residents 
created a cooperat ive fo r feeder pig production with help 
from a CORA-associated program. A ten-sow operation 
ca n add $1,000 to a farme r's inco me, which may be a 
100 percent increase. The co-op acquired 60 head of 
breeding stock from Heife r Project. The local manager 
and hi s assistant, a Church of the Brethren volunteer, ed
ucate members in nutriti on for the pigs, breeding and 
veterina ry sc ience. In addit ion to church support, the 40-
member co-op has go tten initial funding from the Office 
of Economi c Oppo rtunity, the Federation of Southern 
Cooperat ives and the Farmers Home Administration . 

AGAPE is an expanding program of rural self-help initi
ated by COEMAR fraternal workers Don and Anna Sibley 
under the auspices of the National Presbyterian Church 
of Guatemala, which until recently res isted invo lvement 
in community development. In short courses, one-week 
wo rkshops and inst itutes, volunteer leaders from rural 
communiti es and congregations receive training in prac
tical sk ills such as poultry raising and a certain amount 
of conscientization-awareness of issues and loca l and 
national resources. Some 65 unpaid, part-time agents help 
their communities analyze problems and determine pro
grams fo r development. Reg ional coo rdinators make 
periodic visits. AGAPE's nati onal directo r, Angel Martinez, 
a middle-class farmer with a rea l co ncern for th e plight 
of the peasant farmer in Guatemala, has established a 
revo lving loan fund . More than twenty small loans have 
been made to peasant farmers; none of the farmers have 
defaulted on repaym ent. 



THE CHURCHES' WAR ON HUNGER 
J. Benton Rhoades 

"My God, this is a crime! Here we 
are, all Christians, all facing the 
same problems, yet we don't know 
each other." 

A Catho li c layman, professor of 
rural eco nom ics at the University of 
Rhodes ia, was speaking in a co n
ference room of the Methodist 
headquarters in Salisbury where 
fifteen Catholic and Pro testant 
agricultural workers had met fo r the 
first time. The pro bl em: what to do 
in the face of a National Land 
Tenure Act which threatened to di s
pla ce many of the African tenants 
now , occupying church fa rm s, like 
Old Umtali , where the first M eth od
ist agricultu ral mi ss ionary ar ri ved in 
1907. 

The previous day had left 
Botswana where over-grazing is 
rapidl y making that country a dese rt. 
Travelling with Dean Freudenberger, 
Ag ri cultural Advisor of the Method
ist Quadrennial Emph asis on World 
Hunger, I flew over well-wate red 
Rhodesi an farms se rved by elect ri c
ity and roads in the w hite-purchase 
territories within plain view of barren 
villages in th e African tribal trust 
lands. Our purpose was to discuss 
with agricultural and church leade rs 
the role of the churches in response 
to rural pove rty and injusti ce. To ask 
questions and then to help is the 
ro le of Agricultural Missions. 

Agricultural Missions was born 
under the leadership of Dr. John R. 
Mott who, vis iting India in Septem
ber, 1928, obse rved : " Th o rough-go
ing rura~ reco nstru ction is basic to 
the permanent we ll -bei ng of these 
nati ons. The churches have, by p ro
claimin g the Good News of Christ 
se t the arena for a good revolution .'; 

J. Benton Rhoades is executive secre
tary of Agricultural Missions, In c. 

The Interna tiona l Missionary 
Council had met in March of that 
year. It was there that Ralph E. 
Diffendo rfer, then head of the Meth
od ist Board of World Mi ss ions ex
plained: " The life of di stressed vi l
lage rs is not helped by our preach
ing alone. Too much time and 
money is being spent j ust to keep 
church machinery going. O ur .. . 
boards have no place in their 
co lumns of stat istics for the li sting of 
transformed socia l forces. This mu st 
be co rrected." 

Before that, a M ethodi st mini ster 
in Chile, co nce rned about what he 
ca ll ed " tremendous ag ri cultural po
tential of the country, the pove rty 
of the people and the weakness of 
the church" had persuaded hi s 
church to send an ag ri culturi st to 
that co untry to organize the farm 
and school at El Vergel. A Baptist, 
Brayton Case, had been awarded a 
Go ld Medal fo r Servi ce to the Bur
mese people through a program that 
included " ri ce, pigs, and reli gion." 
Th ere were other agri cultural mi s
sionaries scaHered across th e wo rld , 
working in lonely iso lation and with
out professional help or status with
in the missionary enterprise. 

Now in its forty-second yea r, 
Ag ri cultural M iss ions appears to be a 
hybrid of a proper church agency, a 
three-ring ci rcu s and Nader's Raid
ers. Its goa l is a world in w hi ch the 
exp lo ited masses of the rural poor 
wi ll have enough to ea t, will be free 
to decide their own spiritual and 
social destiny and will be able to 
co ntribute to the elimination of hun
ger and war-rather than be the 
problem themselves. It expresses 
Mott's vision of a " world-wide 
agricultural movement by the 
churches. " 

Agr icultural Missions works to 
build up the rural program planning 
capabilities of chu rches and Ch ri s
tian co uncil s in the third wo rld. It 
has nurtured Chri stian Rural Fellow
ships in Eas t Afri ca and Nige ria, the 
Rural Life Departm ent of the Na
tional Christian Council of the 
Philippines, Rural Work Assemblies 
in Centra l America and AFPRO 
(Action fo r Food Production) in 
India. 

Invest in People 
Rural mi ss ion prog rams are no 

better than the leadership in charge. 
If the leadersh ip is in the hands of 
loca l people, the wo rk tends to have 
co ntinuity and to be adap ted to 
loca l co ndit ions. Foreign mission
aries can help, but w hen left w ho lly 
in charge, psychologica l ownership 
of the effort by loca l people and by 
the loca l church is often lacking. 
Local perso ns w ho are fi rst- rate ma
teri al for leadership ex ist in eve ry 
place. Believing this, Agri cultu ra l 
Missions helps loca l groups spot 
these perso ns and get addi ti onal 
tra ining for them w hen needed. Th e 
specific needs of the person and of 
th e program determine the trai ning. 

The pattern o f training is usua ll y 
that of on-the-job observation and 
sho rt co urses. A livestock man from 
Zambia is sent to observe range 
management in Botswana. A well
di gging crew fro m Zai re (former ly 
the Congo) visits another in Upper 
Volta where an ingenious method 
has been tested . Rice extens ion 
workers from Malays ia attend a one
month cras h co urse in " miracle" rice 
production at Los Ban os, Philip
pines. Latin Ameri can co-op leaders 
attend a fo ur-month course in co
operatives and comm unity leade r
ship offe red in Panama. It is the job 
of Agricultural Missions to spot the 
people and the places w here wo rk
ing sk ill s ca n be learned- then bring 
the two together. Money from 
Ch urch Women United and from 
the United Methodist Quadrennial 
Program join w ith grants from other 
denominations to get the training 
job done. The idea is to invest in 
peopl e. 

Learn by Listening 
Ag ri cultural Missions rea li zes that 

there is much to be lea rn ed ye t 
about how to help churches find and 
fu lfi ll their ro le in response to rural 
poverty and injusti ce. It requires 
listening, dial ogue and the grea test 
precisi on where tech ni ca l matte rs 
are co nce rned. The church's inten
tions with regard to hunger and 
exploitation must be clear to the 
poo r. But good intentions are not 
enough. Pos itive action is ca ll ed for 
in the churches. • 
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Greater food production is no guarantee 
that a farmer's children w ill have a 

better balanced diet. 

p ROBAl:ILY TWO THIRDS of the hil
dren in developing countries suffer 
from malnutrition. 'vVe have no way 
of estimating the extent of permanent 
brain injury in children due to lack 
of proper diet during ea rly years. 
Often what may have been con
sidered as low intellectual capacity 
on the part of school children may 
well be due to low protein diet during 
ea rly hildhood. 

V!lhen reprocessed powdered mi lk 
was distributed in rural schools in 
western Kenya in 1955, carefu l re
cords were kept. School registers 
showed fewer days of absence due to 
illness, more rapid scholastic develop
ment and accelera ted weight in
creases. The changes were not 
phenomenal, but they were signifi
cant. Many of the children needed 
much more than a cup of milk a day 
to upplcmcnt their very limited diet. 

However, the increase of available 
food supplies is not a complete solu
tion. Scientific poultry production 
may be introduced into an East 
African vi llage. People may be taught 
to raise better breeds of poultry. They 
can be advised in proper methods of 
packing and marketing eggs. Yet this 
is no guaran tee that children in the 
fam ily will get more eggs in their 
protein-deficient diet. Also the ancient 
taboo aga inst women eating chicken 
may still be observed , a practice 
particularly unfortunate during preg
nancy. I have seen an African farm
er with a five-gallon can of milk 
securely fas tened to the back of his 
bicycle and on his way to a proces
sing plant some miles distant, but this 
is no assurance that his children had 
milk for breakfast. 

In add ition to teaching more 
scientific methods of food production 
skilled nutrition specialists are needed 
to train mothers to take advantage of 
increased and more varied food sup-

Levinus K. Painter is the author 
of The Hill of Vision, the story of the 
Society of Friends in Kenya, and has 
contributed to many magazines. He 
was for a number of years a member 
of the American Friends Board of 
Missions. 

plies in order to plan a better ba
lanced diet for growing children. 
Developing countries have b en slow 
in providing such home services. 

In Nyanza Province of western 
Kenya a resourceful African church 
group, with financial assistance from 
an organization called World Neigh
bors, maintains sixteen specially 
trained field men who go out into 
hundreds of villages where they de
monstrate uses of hybrid maize 
(corn ) , vegetable growing, and the 
applica tion of commercial fertilizers 
and scientific methods of dairy and 
poultry production. But in this same 
area only one woman is serving in 
the area of fam ily health and nutri
tion. Probably the ratio should be one 
nutrition person to three community 
development men instead of one to 
sixteen. 

The Agricultural Training Center 
a t the Lugari resett lement project in 
western Kenya makes limited provi
sion for training women as well as 
men. This center has provided short 
courses for over 5,000 farmers who 
have contracted with the government 
for the the purchase of small fa rm 
plots. From time to time women come 
to the Center for instruction in home 
management and family care. Much 
more of this kind of service is needed. 

In areas where a substantial ma
jority of the young people are getting 
basic elementary education such pro
grams can obtain vast improvement 
in the care and feeding of children 
within the next decade. But all of this 
instruction must be done through 

African leadership. At the same time 
fi eld staff must be trained and 
financed . 

Some parts of East Africa are in
habi ted by nomadic tribes, such as 
the Somali, Turkana, and Masai , 
among whom education has made 
little progress. Adult education can 
be undertaken only through visual 
aids and then with very uncertain re
sults. However, following the drought 
and famine in 1959 a few of the 
Masai turned to agriculture as a 
means of feeding their families. More 
recently, the Turkana tribesmen have 
been encouraged to use more fish in 
their diet. 
Sources For Help 

Assistanc fo r agricultural develop
ment in emerging countries comes 
from many sources. International 
agencies, as well as certain national 
or private groups, are providing 
scientific and research faci lities for 
the purpose of increas ing production 
and diversifying crops. F AO ( Food 
and Agricultural Organization ) of 
United Nations with headquarters in 
Rome makes staff members available 
in many parts of South America, 
Africa, and East Asia. They determine 
needs, seek the cooperation of local 
governments and in emergency situa
tions arrange fo r food shipments to 
famine areas. 

Members of a cooperative group at 
Kaimosi, Kenya, see a demonstraticn of 
their newly purchased tractor. 



Private agencies, largely based in 
the United States, move in with plant 
breeding programs. They develop 
new varieties of food crops that yield 
a much more abundant harvest. The 
Agricultural Development Council 
financed by the Rockefeller Founda
tion and the agricultural program of 
the Ford Foundation have jointly set 
up the Rice Institute in the Philip
p ines and the Agricultural Research 
Center in Mexico. 

A new variety of short-stemmed 
rice has doubled production in some 
southeast Asia countries. A new 
variety of wheat produced in Mexico 
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after over a thousand different crosses 
has greatly increased wheat produc
tion in India and W est Pakistan. 
However, much of the wheat in these 
areas is harvested by hand and is 
threshed by oxen drawing sledges 
over the grain on the threshing floor. 
I saw a few fields where a combine 
had been used . Also in West Pakistan 
a locally built threshing machine is in 
use, scarcely any larger than fa rmers 
in this country once used to clean 
their seed wheat, but it is a vast im
provement over the oxen and the 
sledges. 

The Japanese have been particu-

la rl y resourceful in the production of 
too ls fo r use in cu ltivating crops in 
small fi elds and for harves ting of 
crops. These tools, hand or power 
propelled, have saved labor in food 
p roduction. 

Plant specialists working in th e:: 
Mexico Agricultu ral Experiment Cen
ter have produced maize with eigh
teen percent p rotein instead of the 
customary eight percent. It is hoped 
that within a few years this high pro
tein maize may be in general p roduc
tion. Such a product would aid greatly 
toward providing a well-balanced 
diet fo r millions of hungry people in 
South America and Africa, and with
out changes in food habits. This is a 
very impo1tant factor among people 
with a low literacy level. 

Also in the near future new syn
theti c crosses of maize will be avail
able which are self producing and no 
longer requiring the special hybrid 
seed, and almost as productive. This 
will be a great help in areas where 
money is not available for buying 
hybrid seed. All of these develop
ments will req uire further research in 
each country in order to produce the 
varieties of maize or rice most suited 
to the soil , climate and rainfall of the 
particular a rea. 

According to recent reports the 
United Sta tes spends $45.90 per farm 
family each year on agricultu ral re
sea rch. Japan spends 69¢ per farm 
family on research and India spends 
5¢ per fa mily. These and other coun
tries have greatly benefitted by the 
research being done in Mexico and 
the Philippines under sponsorship of 
foundations in this country. 

To increase food production in 
some countries many local prejudices 
must be overcome, or intrenched in
terests must be dealt with success
fully. In parts of India fa rmers have a 
p rejudice against the use of any kind 
of animal fe rtilizers, bone meal or 
similar ingredients. Village money 
lenders try to defeat the organization 
of cooperatives and credit unions and 
often this person is closely allied with 
the village headman. So food pro
duction for hungry people involves 
many human problems which may 
defeat the best-l aid plans of scientists 
and community leaders. 

F amilies in developing countries 
need funds to educate their children, 
fo r health care and improving their 
homes. They should not always be 
dependent on overseas financial aid 



to maintain their institutions. In order 
to preserve their own integrity they 
should move toward economic in
dependence even as they have gained 
political independence, or hope to at
tain it. This a real challenge that may 
take decades to meet. 

In order to help village people in
crease their income, employment other 
than on the farm will be necessary, 
especially in areas of high population 
density. One such project was 
launched during 1970 in Kakemega 
County of western Kenya. It was or
ganized by American and British 
Quakers and incorporated as "Partner
ship for Productivi ty." This area has 
up to 1,500 people per square mile, 
particularly in the Vihiga Location . 

A skilled overseas manager with his 

assistants make small loans to enter
prising and promising younger Afri
cans who want to go into business for 
themselves. They have constant coun
sel in setting up and operating their 
shops and employees are given special 
training. I have visited some of these 
embryo business enterprises. The first 
was a small shop set up to manufac
ture clothing using only a dozen sew
ing machines; another was a coopera
tive enterprise for producing women's 
knit garments and another just getting 
under way was a silk screen process 
on cotton cloth. All try to use Kenya 
and Uganda p roducts. Plans are 
under way for a tannery and leather 
products shop, also for a ceramics 
shop using local clay. • 

Local church elder promotes "God's 
Acre" maize-growing proiect, Kabras 
District, western Kenya. Opposite 
page, Maragoli woman in western 
Kenya exhibits eggs packed for 
market to an agricultural field worker. 
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ATENANT FA RMER tills land 
he does not own. True to 
feudal tradition, the fruit of 

his labor goes into the silken purse 
of his landlord . If he gets a share 
of hi s harvest at all , it is rarely 
enough to do more than slow hi s 
slide into debt. His future, grey and 
without promise, is no more his 
own than the land he farms. De
pendency on the landowner is the 
norm . In co untries like the Philip
pines where government services 
are weak and ill-suited to the 
farmer, dependency is the rule . 
It is accepted , fo r things have never 
been different. Father and grand
father were tenants, too . Exploita
tion is as ubiquitous as soi l. 

The initial flurry of excitement 
about the Land Reform law has died 
down . It has proved weak and in
effective. The law promised a new 
future fo r the farmer, but co uld not 
deliver the goods. But the cry of 
" land to the tiller !", once sti llborn , 
is again being heard . Filipino tenant 
farmers are o rganizing and di scove r
ing unsuspected strength . Out of the 
traditional fragmentation of rural 
society, a unity is emerging. One 
organization cal ls itself the Federa
t ion of Free Farmers (FFF). Behind 
its phenomenal growth-100 percent 
in six months for a total member
ship of 80,000 and mass base of 
350,000-is the leadership of a soft
spoken, erudite son of the landed 
elite, Jeremias Montemayor. 

Montemayor is not a fa rmer but a 
lawyer. Formerly Dean of the 
Ateneo College of Law, he co uld be 
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a contender for numerous hi gh gov
ernment offices. He has chosen in
stead to dedicate hi s life and hi s 
home, w hich se rves as the FFF na
t ional headq uarters, to the cause of 
the farmer. While hi s intell ectual 
peers have opted for the b rom ides 
of highl y rationa lized inaction, he 
has taken an unprecedented step 
and placed his confidence in the 
wisdom of the fa rm er. This alo ne is 
enough to make many Filipino intel
lectuals shout " fraud !" How can a 
man of learni ng who rubs elbows 
with the President honestly lead , 
mu ch less respect, the unschooled 
farmer in a struggle for power, free
dom and identity? Though a chari s
matic leader, Montemayor is wary 
of dominating his o rganization and 
discourages the cu lt of personality 
wh ich co uld be his stepp ing stone 
to power if he wanted it. An FFF 
member expl ai ned this reticence by 
sayi ng " He is a true leader. He is 
not a 'Messiah' o r a 'superman' but 
simp ly a man who has seen the 
problem for w hat it is." 

An Inverted Pyramid 
The problem is seen as a gross in

equality in the distribution of power. 
Like so many developing cou ntries, 
the Philippines is an ol igarchy. A 
handful of fa milies contro ls busi
ness, politics and finance while the 
rest of the population-more than 
half of whom are fa rmers-are 
powerless. The few are wealthy ; the 
many, poor. The FFF calls this the 
" inverted pyramid." Farmers in the 
most remote barrios now speak of 

Steve Dunwell 
Steve Dunwell is a photo-journalist 

with Agricultural Missions. 

it. The fa rmers' potential for power 
is in numbers, fo r they lack ed uca
tion, wea lth, influence and family 
prestige. " First, the cente r of gravity 
of political power must be with the 
mass," Montemayor says of his 
strategy. From there all else will 
fo ll ow. 

Empowerment is th e essential but 
insufficient beginn in g. To achieve it, 
a strong and unified national organi
zation is req uired , for the goal is to 
exert pressure on the government 
and the elite to expedite lega l jus
ti ce. Freedom wi ll co me to the in
dividual farmer through the power 
the organization ca n wield. The 
rapid growth of the FFF is proof that 
the farmers see this as a rea l pos
sibi lity. It is also a vindicati on of 
Montemayor's leadership . He is not 
a farmer. No one pretends he is. 
The Filipino farmers, he fee ls, are 
stereotypi cally o ri enta l- instinctive 
and intuitive. Montemayo r is, how
eve r, Western in thought. Educated 
by the Jesuits, trained in law, he is 
positive and categorical. In this 
situat ion it is less importan t for the 
leader to be a peasant than fo r him 
to represent the peasant ; to provide 
through the organizat ion a mirror in 
w hich the man in the barrio ca n 
see his own image and understand 
his position bette r. " I wou ld like," 
he says, " to ... give positive expres
sion to the peasants' intuitions. To 
me that is my personal contr ibuti on 
to the movement. I ho pe that they 
can say 'That's it ! Nobody ever ex
pressed it as we ll.'" Montemayor 
knows thi s kind of leadership cannot 



Exploitation 
is as 
ubiquitous 
as soil. 
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Right, farmer waits for his case to 
come before the Court of Agrarian 

Reform in Malolos. Below, migrant 
cane cutter, a "cicada," belongs to the 

most exploited class of workers in 
the Philippines. The Federation of 

Free Farmers has worked extensively 
with workers in the cane indmtry, 

which is not yet subiect to land 
reform. Cane sugar is the staple 

export of the country and is sold to the 
U.S. at subsidized rates well above 

the world market price. 

be paternalistic. Those who purport 
to know the farmer and his needs 
better than the farmer himself are 
scorned as " neo-landlords." " A 
leader must absorb the image of the 
people, purify it, and throw it back 
and inspire the peop le with their 
own image." 

For most of its 17 years, the FFF 
grew slowly. It was not until Monte
mayor began " to learn to learn from 
the farmers" that it began to mush
room . This deference to the com
mon man sets the organization and 
its leader apart. " The farmer is more 
wise in the basic facts because it is 
his life. He knows. Trust in the 
farmer is the rock-bottom basis ot 
our struggle. If you cut that away 
we are dead." The proof of this con
viction is the many leaders at the 
local level who are working farmers . 
The organization has graduated 
more than a thousand members 
from five-week Leadership Forma
tion Courses, often conducted by 
former LFC graduates. 

The Promise of Power 
Farmers are not joining the FFF 

to be " inspired with their own 
image," although that is central to 
the unity of the organization and 
basic to the liberation of its mem
bership . They join because they 
sense the promise of empowerment. 
For some this is the sole reason, 
hopping on a bandwagon in hopes 
of getting a piece of land . Many 
critics point to this and wonder if 
the FFF is less a movement than a 
fad , something-for-everyone pro-



mi ses which will fail when the easy 
victories are past. To turn sheer 
numbers into power which ca n 
bring lasting, substantive changes to 
the rural areas, the FFF must app ly 
its pressure to the sys tem in a 
co heren t and st rategic way. 

The FFF has chosen, perhaps rue
fu lly, to accept Philippine law as its 
initial lever of change. Late r, they 
hope to be ab le to change the laws 
and res tru cture the Constitution . (Of 
the 320 elected delegates to the 
Constitutional Conventi on which 
convened in June 1971, 60 are co n
sidered sympatheti c to the FFF .) A 
large fraction of the lega l work of 
the FFF invo lves litiga ting cases of 
blatant injustice involving fa rmers. 
Backed by the ability to mount mas
sive and persistent demonstrations, 
they have scored many successes, 
often invo lving huge financial se ttl e
ments. Out-of-court se ttl ements are 
co mmon. M ore central to the co n
ce rns of th e ordinary farmer is the 
implementati on of co mprehensive 
land refo rm , a fundamental goal of 
the Federa ti on and a problem whose 
comp lexities have troubled econo
mists and politi cians for twenty 
years. 

It is the Land Reform Code, which 
Montemayor helped draft, which is 
the starting po int for land redi stribu 
ti on. The Code provid es laws gov
ernin g the expropriation of large 
land ho ldings, the co mpensa ti on of 
the landlo rd , and the subdivi sion 
and sa le of the land to the former 
tenants under a lease-hold arrange
ment. The lease ho lder pays a rental 
fee which is a fi xed percentage of 

normal harvests in previous years 
and eventually acquires full titl e and 
ownership of the land . The Code be
comes effective w hen a region is 
declared by law a " land-re fo rm 
area." O ne of its prob lems is that 
on ly a sma ll part of the Ph ilippines 
has come under the Code. The FFF 
is demanding that the w ho le country 
be declared as " Land Refo rm Area" 
and is lobbying to plug the many 
loopho les in the Code itself. 

If the Code went into effect na
ti onwide the immed iate effect 
would, in theory, be the magica l 
conversion of every tenant into a 
leaseho lder. But in areas already 
under Land Reform, i t is clea r that 
the co njuring alone is not enough. 
The primary goa l of the FFF is socia l 
j usti ce, not private ownership
socia l justice throu gh empowerment 
of rural people and rest ru cturing of 
rural socie ty. Land refo rm ca n be a 
fickle weapon . In eve ry land reform 
area there is evi dence that substan
ti ve change do not necessa ril y fo l
low. It is no t uncommon that a 
leasee soon reverts to a state of 
dependency indi stin gui shab le from 
tenancy. The tenant is not depen
dent so lel y because of hi s indenture 
to the land lord but also because he 
has needs w hi ch he cannot meet 
himself. He needs credit for seeds, 
fe rtili ze r and too ls; assistance in 
harvesti ng, storage and marketing ; 
advice on matters of agronomy and 
pl anni ng ; and help in yea rs of 
drought or crop damage. These 
needs are basic to the paternali sm 
on w hi ch the landlord sys tem is 
founded. 

Farm organizer "Bert" Perez talks with 
members of Free Farmers Cooperative 
Inc. at Culatingnan, Tarlac Province. 

The landlord's se rvices, though 
necessary, need not be benign . He 
may offe r credit at usurious rates, 
but at least he offers it. After his 
tenants become leasees, he may no 
longer be so inclined . A Congres
sional committee report makes the 
problem exp li cit when it says: 

Agrarian society in the Philippines 
tradi ti onally rests on the 

paternalisti c- more often than 
no t, oppress ive- re lations be
tween landlo rd and tenant. Land 
refo rm seeks to make the tenants 
se lf-suffic ient and independent 
from thei r landlo rd s by moving 
the government in the place of 
the landlords during the transition 
period from lease-hold to full 
ownership . . .. Caught between 
the resentful resistance of hi s 
landlord on one hand and the in
efficacy and insufficiency of gov
ernment se rvices on the o ther 
hand, many tenants may find 
themselves worse off than they 
were befo re. 

Traditionall y, it is thi s gap be
tween human needs and govern 
ment services that private rural 
developm ent projects st rive to fill. 
The FFF has begun to fo ll ow suit by 
fo rming the Free Farmers Coopera
tive Inc. (FFCI ). Sti 11 nascent, the 
FFCI is a small beginning rel ative to 
the enormity of the probl em. It has 
been able to act tactically : an ir
ri ga tion pump here, a tractor there, 
a warehouse somewhere else. Credit 
is availab le for production purposes. 
However, no one pretends that the 
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Jeremias Montemayor leads a strategy 
meeting at the headquarters of the 

Federation of Free Farmers, above, and 
attends a Religious Acculturation Con

ference at Baguio, right. 
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FFCI can now, o r eve r w ill , provi de 
fo r all the needs of all the member 
fa rmers. Crit ics of the FFF po int to 
th is as a fundamental and potentially 
tragic weak ness. They fear that the 
FFF, w hil e fl ex ing its burgeoning 
muscles, w ill ca use a premature re
di stri bution of po li tica l power and 
place the newly empowered fa rm
ers in a positi on w hi ch is eco
nomica lly in fe ri o r to the tenan cy 
they had known before. 

M any leaders of developm ent 
projects argue that land refo rm must 
wa it until the fa rmers achieve socio
economic independence and lea rn 
the new mental attitudes essenti al to 
prog ress. Ch urch projects usually 
adopt th is pos ture and emphasize 
non-po liti ca l barri o reconstru ction. 
Ye t the FFF- a secular o rganiza tion 
w hose leadership, membership, and 
rationale are stro ngly Ca tho li c-



fo rges ahead, co ntinually pushing 
for land refo rm w ith all its endemic 
prob lems. 

Rooted in Christian Faith 
Fo r M ontemayo r, a devout Ca tho

lic layman, the reasons fo r this co n
victio n are roo ted in the meaning 
of Christianity to deve lopin g na
ti ons. Though stead fas tl y and ca te
go ri cally opposed to co mmunism in 
the Philippines, he looks to the 
guerrill a movements o f Asia fo r hi s 
compari son. " M ao ism is a very in 
fe ri o r phil osophy. But, although 
Chris ti anity is a better W ord , 
M ao ism is a better in ca rnati on. It 
ca n respond to the burnin g, th e l ive, 
the ho t qu es tions of the day." Fo r 
him, a bas ic and instru ctive insight 
of M ao is the notion that the 
struggle is prerequisite to greater 
un i ty ; that the fight fo r justice has 
a va lue independent of the sho rt
term victo ry. Thu s M ontemayo r 
argues that the criti cism o f land re
fo rm as po tentially counter-produc
ti ve is a " defeati st attitude se t up to 
rati onalize secondary effo rts and di s
co urage land refo rm ," and that these 
cri tics onl y buttress the statu s quo. 
" In any stru ggle there w ill be casu
alt ies," he co ntinu es, " but that 
should not stop us from fighting the 
ba ttl e. " 

W hat is there about st ru ggling 
w hi ch justi fies th ese casualties? " It 
is as impo rtant to knock," he says, 
" as th at the door be opened." The 
knock ing, th e strugglin g, th e fi ghting 
bring to the farmer a dignity, se lf
respect and consc iousness whi ch 
fa r outweigh the cos t. If the farmer 

fin ds him self w ith a bigge r pi ece o f 
a small er pie, th e victo ry is still hi s. 
As w ith leadership, so w ith power : 
the ultimate so urce mu st be the 
fa rmer himse lf. 

To a Chri sti an cri t ic w ho argued 
that although the fa rmer may know 
w hat he wa nts, he doesn' t neces
sa ri ly know w hat he needs " and we 
wa nt to give them w hat they need," 
Montemayo r repli ed ca tego ri ca lly 
th at " the peopl e mu st make thei r 
own mi stakes." O therw ise they are 
hurt twi ce: by a mi staken decision 
from th e outside and by not lea rn 
ing by making the mi stake them
se lves. Land Refo rm may be j ust 
such a mis take-not onl y becau se of 
the lack of support ing serv ices bu t 
also becau se it lega li zes pri va te 
ownership to a degree many ag rar
ian co untri es have already fo und 
unwo rkabl e. Co ll ecti ve ownership 
and centralized pl ann ing may be a 
mo re tenabl e scheme. FFF leaders 
have seen w hat Israe l and Taiwa n 
have done and are impressed. But 
the mi stake mu st be made. The 
fa rmers must first experi ence wh at 
they are clamo ring fo r- private 
ownership- befo re they move 
ahead. Any effo rt to d ilute thi s ex
peri ence by making decisions fo r 
him o r undercutting hi s amb itions 
smacks of " neo- landlo rdi sm." 

The goa l is social justi ce and in
dependence fo r the fa rm er- the end 
o f an an cient sys tem where power, 
privilege, opportunity and human 
dignity are the exclusive property o f 
the few. The strategy is redi stribu 
ti on o f power; the tacti c, soc ial 
o rganiza tion. So fa r, the FFF has 

Men at a demonstration to protest land 
grabbing squat ou tside courthouse in 
Digos. Surveyors from the Bureau of 
Lands verified the claims of the 
Federation of Free Farmers about land 
use in the area. 

been abl e to apply real pressure on 
the governm ent for refo rm. The 
vi cto ri es have been dramatic and 
impress ive, insp iring the members 
and accelerating the growth o f the 
Fede ration. A point may co me wh en 
no amount of press ure w ill equal 
the strength of th e o liga rchy itself. 
The FFF seeks to make social justi ce 
po liti ca ll y feas ible fo r th e ves ted in
te res ts o f the governm ent, fo ll owin g 
Pres ident Kennedy's slogan th at 
" po liti cs is the art of the possibl e." 
But radi ca l criti cs beli eve the co un 
try's dependence on the subsidi zed 
sa le o f suga r to the United States
and the co ncentrat ion o f ownership 
of suga r plantati ons in the hands o f 
powerful Senators and government 
officials-may be an example of th e 
boundari es of the " possi bl e." Th e 
FF F, however, is determined to chal
lenge these boundari es from w ithin, 
beli ev ing that th e chall enge itse lf is 
o f ines tim able valu e to the peas
antry. Th rough the challenge, they 
will grow in strength and under
standing. 

An FFF leader in Davao provin ce 
spoke at length of the peace-l oving 
and non-vio lent te mperament o f the 
Filipino peasantry. He compared the 
pat ience o f the farmer to a glass: 
" If yo u keep on filling it, it w ill over
fl ow. " The FFF has awa kened the 
fa rmer to his own power. M onte
mayo r seeks to tap that power be
fo re it overfl ows into rage, to turn 
it to constru cti ve use. The essence 
o f thi s pow er is the peasant him
se lf, in hi s determinati on and un 
schoo led w isdom. M ontemayo r is 
humble before it. • 
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ineteen sixty-seven was a time 
when people did not know what to 
do. But 1ississ ippi still had magic, 
and a latt r-day liberal could yet find 
in her black folks a cause to lessen 
the pain of impotence in ewark and 
Watts. So in Detroit of late 1967 curi
ous folk a ttending a church confer
ence sa t on the floor at the f e t of an 
elderly black man, experiencing 
through hi s story a vicarious plunge 
into the unambiguously dangerous 
waters of ru ra l south Mississippi poli 
tics. 

'"S teptoe is my name,'' he sa id, "and 
I come from Liberty in Amite County, 
Miss issippi. 'Amite' comes from 
'amity' which means something like 
peace, and liberty means freedom. 
But for b lack folks there's not much 
of either one of those." He went on to 
tell of the diffi culties of organizing in 
that part of the sta te, and of the ter
rors visited upon the first black man 
brave enough , fool enou'gh to try to 
regist r to vote. 

I joined the circle around Mr. Step
toe, frozen into silence by that guilt 
peculi ar to a white exile from Mis
sissippi . Seeing my home through his 
eyes was like looking a t a piece of 
needlepoint from the underside, 
where the knotted threads and 
raveled edges show. I had known full 
well fo r many yea rs that this side lay 
beneath the colorful pattern of fruits 
and fl owers, but listening to Mr. Step
toe that night renewed the nostalgia 
for home, in spite of its harsh bru
tality. 

The old man's country accent rolled 
over the group, and most of th 
audience missed much of what he had 
to say, as if he spok1:: another lan
guage. "Did you get that?" they 
nudged each other. "What did he 
say?" I was perhaps the onl y one who 
understood full y his patois, ( unless 
there were other silent southerners 
there) having, like Mr. Steptoe, 
grown up on colla rd greens boiled 
low and greasy, even if on opposi te 
sides of the pattern . Having, like him 
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and all other Mississippi Baptists and 
Methodists of whatever race, been 
brought up believing in F ather, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, but liking "Sweet 
Jesus" best, not sure at all , with that 
instinct of the theologicall y unspoiled, 
tha t He had anything a t a ll to do with 
the former three. 

The conference ended a t las t, and 
we all left Detroit. I went back to 

1ew York and I supposed Mr: Step
toe went back to Liberty in Amite 
County, Mississ ippi . Then I fo rgot all 
about it until a few months ago. 

As I read through old reports of 
the Miss-Lou Farmers Cooperative in 
Mississippi, the name Steptoe ap
peared again and aga in . It seems that 
there are Steptoes, most of them re
lated, all over that tri-county area of 
southern Mississippi , in Louisiana, 
and even as fa r as Texas. The ones 
who have made Miss-Lou go are the 
sons of the old man, the first black 
man brave enough, fool enough to 
try to register to vote in Amite 
county. 

If you want to visit "Miss-Lou" by 
ca r, you pass through McComb on 
Highway 55, driving south to the 
Gi llsburg-Magnolia exit. From there 
you take the Gills burg road ( I re
member a trip down that road years 
ago, looking for a cousin who had 
run away from home, in what was to 
become a regular pattern ) until you 
reach a fork in the road just before 
entering the town of Gillsburg. Take 
the right side of the fork and head 
toward the Louisiana line. Then, as 
my guide put it, "You back up one 
mailbox and you're there!" 

Miss-Lou is "coming along." Char
tered in 1968, Miss-Lou grew out of 
the civil rights activities of the elder 
E . W . Steptoe, who is still in good 
health and active within the county. 
The problem in those days was not 
necessari ly getting land, as was the 
case in the Delta and other parts of 
the state. Many black farmers in 
Amite County owned their own land, 
but they were being cheated out of 

fai r prices and cut out of cotton 
quotas. Being unable to get seed, 
fertilizer, equipment, and other es
sentials a t regular cost, they werei dis
united and dispirited . So ea rly efforts 
to get together were motivated by the 
des ire to get a fair shake at what they 
were already doing and learn how to 
do it better. 

When I asked W allace Steptoe 
what he knew about the Steptoe I 
remembered from Detroit, he laughed 
and said , "That's my father. He didn't 
just register to vote. He was the first 
black man in this county to run for 
offi ce." 

The Steptoe sons are all related to 
the cooperative. Lavelt is manager 
still but hopes to step down as soon 
as a full -time manager can be found 
and trained. Another son, Roosevel t, 
is on the economics faculty at South
ern University, Baton Rouge. ( South
ern University, through the efforts of 
the Federation of Southern Coopera
tives in Atlanta, an umbrella organiza
tion for 46 cooperatives across the 
South, set up a computerized book
keeping system fo r Miss-Lou last 
year ). Wallace is staying close to the 
organization also, although he is quite 
busy as a member of the county 
Board of Sup rvi sors. 

Miss-Lou made a major effort to 
help its memb rs diversify crops. In
stead of the perennial cotton crop, 
farmers were encouraged to plant 
vegetables like cucumbers and pep
pers. T ra ining courses were set up on 
small-farm opera ting skills and new 
crop information, as well as basic 
adult education. Prior to thi s year's 
season, there was a small-farm train
ing school in which over 200 members 
of the coopera tive were enrolled . 
Miss-Lou expects this training to help 
its members double their 1970 total of 
700,000 pounds in cucumbers and 
peppers. The 1971 crop is expected to 
bring in $100,000 for Miss-Lou's ap
proximately 400 members. 

" ot all 400 are full participants, 
though," Wallace Steptoe informed 
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me. 'They all aren't full farmers work
ing up to their top, either. That's one 
of the things we're working on." 

But black people have started act
ing toge ther and are beginning to 
trust each other and support each 
other. Many of them now feel that 
th only way they can survive is 
th rough the co-op. 

F rom the physical record, it would 
seem tha t Miss-Lou is indeed "coming 
along." It has expanded from a one
county to a four-county operation. It 
has a strong regional outlet in peppers 
and cucumbers with Cajun Chef 
brands in Louisiana and Texas and a 
very strong national outlet through 
H einz Company. 

In addition to experimenting with 
other easonal vegetables like cab
bage and all kinds of greens, with 
succes ful yea r-round planting pro
grams in W althall and Amite coun
tie , Miss-Lou is continuing to work 
on the kind of mechani zed bookkeep
ing operation best suited to a fa nning 
enterprise. It is also keen on member
ship in the F ederation of Southern 
Cooperatives and the training pro
grams it sponsors. 

I lea rned about the Federation of 
outhern Cooperatives training center 

in Epse, Alabama, close by the Mis
siss ipp i line near Meridian, where 
regular co-op members, a well as 

bookkeepers, ma nagers, and co-op 
board members can receive tra ining. 
They will share in fo rmation with any
one who wants to learn about setting 
up a cooperative. Other lea rning op
portunities presently available are 
swine and beef cattle raising and 
greenhouse production. 

This tra ining fa cility, under the 
direction of James 0 . Jones, is open 
a lso fo r service to other grou ps or as 
a meeting place for other groups. The 
public is encouraged to enquire. 

"The future looks good," Wallace 
Steptoe said . "W e need to fin d an
other manager and get him in trai n
ing. We've been happy to have 
church money and we used some of 
that to hire secretaries to keep ac
curate written records of the produce 
turned in at the fi ve or six sheds we 
have in different communities. 

"Without Miss-Lou the fo lks a re not 
going to be able to do much. If we 
can't continue, it's going to be rough 
around here to li ve." 

I couldn' t help thinking how dif
fi cult it is fo r small fa rmers anywhere 
to hold on, not to mention being black 
and Southern . According to reports 
published by the F ederation, in the 
las t ten years alone more than 
2,000,000 small farmers from the 
South have given up their fa rms and 
moved to the city-to the ghettos of 
Atlanta, Detroit, Chicago and ew 
York. 

Through the long yea rs of diffi culty 
for poor people, som thing of a 
mystique about coopera tives has 
grown up among some people. Many 
visions have not las ted. I don't feel 
any such mystique about "Miss-Lou." 
It sounds like fo lks getting themselves 
together with a lot of hard work and 
swea t, doing what they know how to 
do, only better now. I hope it las ts, 
for all our sakes. • 

M iss Billings, a native of Mississippi, is 
Assistant General Secretary for the Sec
tion of Christian Social Relat ions of the 
W omen's Division of Th e United Meth 
odist Church . 
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SUDDENLY IT WAS ON TV prime 
time. Behind the picture post
ca rd majesty of soaring oaks 

and drooping Spanish moss, at the 
end of washed-out dirt roads, beside 
the swamps and inlets of the South 
Carolina littoral, there was hunger 
and malnutrition. Nutritional diseases 
thought non-existent in America
kwashiorkor, pellagra, rickets, scurvy 
and beriberi-were reported . Nutri
tion-aggravated disease and round 
worm infes tation contributed to make 
the infant mortali ty ra te there the 
second highest in the nation. 

That was in 1968. Americans were 
shocked, incredulous. Responsible 
authorities tried to undercut public 
concern by suggesting that the "ra re 
cases of malnutrition" found were 
really due to "parental inexperience, 
indifference, or gross neglect." But as 
testimony by the poor themselves 
mounted it became clear that many 
Americans- estimates ran as high as 
ten million-simply did not have the 
money to buy food fo r a minimal 
diet. 

Slow to accept the urgency of the 
prob lem, Government fin ally reacted, 
two years later, by extending food 
stamp and school lunch programs and 
their attendant bureaucracies. Pro
mises were made. President Johnson 
had declared that "we want no Ameri 
can in this country to go hungry." 
President ixon went further and 
proclaimed a "national commitment 
to put an end to hunger and mal
nutrition." South Carolina Governor 

John C. West vowed in his February 
1971 inaugural address to end "hun
ger and malnutrition and their at
tendant suffering" in his state. 

The nation seemed to be mustering 
its resources fo r a fro ntal attack on a 
long-ignored aspect of American 
poverty. But what has come of it? 
Hard Times 

Ask those who were "born and 
raised" on the South Carolina coast 
and its off-shore islands. 

To one mother of seven on Yonges 
Island, food stamp assistance is not 
enough. "Hard times of livin', that's 
all it is. Tryin' to make it and just 
can' t make it, that's all. We're just 
sufferin'." She tries to give her chil
dren a little cornbread in the morn ing 
but says that "grits, fa tback, skins
tha t's what we're livin' on." 

Bill Jenkins is a native of this island 
and eight years in the Air Force have 
provided a different perspective upon 
his retum-"disgust.''. "You can make 
it without starving to dea th ,'' he ex
plains. "Couple eggs, maybe some 
greens from the neighbors-enough 
to keep you going. But this is just the 
bare minimum. ot even the mini
mum-just survivin'. I know for a fac t 
that people are just eating whatever 
they can get, just what happens to be 
around." 

Where the tragedy before was per
sonified by a few victims of starva tion 
and severe malnutrition, it now be
comes clear that a much larger num
ber struggle to eke out a living on 
meager federal assistance: people 

Opposiie page, sign on 
wall of 84-year-old 
Charleston county resi
dent, Mrs. Kitts, says: 
"This world is not my 
home, I'm ;ust passing 
through ." Boy eats free 
breakfast at integrated 
Head Start Center, St. 
Joseph's Church, Harts
ville. L eft , Hyland Davis, 
environmental field 
worker. 

caught, as a local aphorism puts it, 
"between the sap and the pine." 

Food Stamps 
Food stamps are the backbone of 

the Federa l anti-hunger program. 
They are avail able in all South Caro
lina coun ties now-a result of the 
mass ive publici ty that this area re
ceived. But these efforts are inade
quate. By its own admission, the State 
Welfare Department can cover ba rely 
52 percent of the estimated needs of 
an indigent fami ly. The food stamp 
program reflects a similar lack of State 
and Federal support. Throughout the 
low-land area, the complaint is the 
same: "the guideline is too low." A 
fa rr. ily of ten must have an income of 
less than $300 per month to be 
eligible for food stamp assistance. 

Of those who are eligible- as much 
as 98 percent of the population of one 
island-many never actua lly get the 
stamps. The reasons vary. Some are 
completely ignorant of the program's 
existence. Others know of it but be
lieve incorrectly that they are in
eligible. But a far greater number 
know they qualify and still cannot 
take advantage of it. Certifica tion is 
a long process which must be re
peated each month . The office i re
mote and understaffed , and public 
transporta tion to it-more than fifty 
miles for ome is landers-doesn't 
exis t. 

Rural peopl often leave home well 
befo re dawn to be a t the offi ce when 
it opens, on ly to wait all day ru1d re-

C 141 J 31 



tum h me withou t seeing one of the 
overworked clerks. To the people who 
make this monthly trek, the system is 
a t best impersonal and denigra ting
at worst, brutal. "Income" is inter
preted so narrowly that a fam il y with 
li ttle or no money fo r food may still 
not q uali fy. "They don't ca re how 
you're living at home, it's just how 
much you're making. They don't care 
about nothing else," fumes a mother 
of four. 

It's not surpnsmg that many 
eligible households give up in disgust 
after a few attempts to run this 
gauntlet and return to "just survivin'" 
as they had before. A mobile food 
stamp van travels through the area 
but comes too rarely and stays too 
short a time to cope with the prob
lem. 

It takes money to buy those stamps 
-money which may not be on hand . 
An experimental free food stamp pro
gram has been tried in Beaufort and 
Jasper counties- southemmo t on the 
South Carolina coast-and will be ex
tended under the new law. But few 
fami lies satisfy its stringent require
ments and it remains, in essence, an 
emergency aid. Various schemes help 
the applicant buy stamps a fraction 
a t a time. However, the program is 
still described by observers as difficult 
to take advan tage of and "insensitive" 
to the needs of the rural poor. 

Th e "Clemson Ladies" 
Another major aspect of the state 

effort to fi ght malnutrition is the 
Clemson University Expanded Nutri
tion Program. Para-profess ional home 
economists supported by thi s project 
-the "Clemson ladies"-work with 
households in their own commun ities . 
They try to help people take advan
tage of food stamp, welfare , medical 
and housing assis tance. On a one-to
one case-work basis they teach basic 
nutrition, cooking, and shopping tech
niques which help the poor make 
better nutritional use of their food 
dolla r. 

Dr. Aaron Altschul of the D part
ment of Agriculture put it succinctly 
when he said, 'The poor are not any 
more ignorant of food nutrition than 
anyone else; they just have less 
money." Unlike the average Ameri
can who uses 17.6 percent of his in
come for food, these people spend 
between 30 and 100 percent of theirs 
and need all the help they can get 
for stretching it. 
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As presentl y conceived, the food 
stamp program, supplemented by ex
tension educa tion, can eliminate the 
extreme hunger which the country 
previously tolerated . It can only do 
this, however, if the Sta te supports it 
full y and if people fit themselves into 
its structured notion of what human 
needs are. For this reason it has only 
been a partial success in this region. 
Cases of outright malnutrition are 
now more rare, though still extant. 
Doctors still find milk and multiple 
vitamin deficiencies and low hemo
globin levels in children and adults. 
They can only guess abou t those they 
don't see-the people whose isola tion, 
ignorance or distrust cuts them off 
from all these services. Says Paul 
Matthias, director of the S.C. Sta te 
Human Relations Counci l, "Things 
are improving, but too slowly." 

Nutrition is but one indica tor of the 
way of life in these rural a reas. As 
the inadequately funded, under
staffed and narrowly conceived food 
stamp program grinds through its red 
tape; as the extension workers of 
various overlapping callings and al
legiances slowly contact isolated 
households and try to fit them into 
existing programs, more bas ic and 
intransigen t prob! ms are revea led . 

Hopeless and Hungry 
It was in Beaufort and Jasper 

counties that cases of nutrition-re
lated deaths were first reported in 
South Carolina and where a 1963 
survey showed over 85 percent of 
black children to be infested with 
pa rasitic round worms. The Beaufort
Jasper Comprehensive Health Center 
is the focus of government efforts to 
combat these conditions. 

Hyland Davis, an environmental 
health worker there says, however, 
"Don't underes timate the problems 
of nutrition or the value of food 
stamps, but there are plenty of people 
-including the poorest of the poor
who will sell those stamps to pay their 
bills or get clothes and shoes for their 
kids. They'd rather have some money 
for housing than a who! cabinet full 
of free food . It's bad enough to be 
hungry. But to be cold and hungry, 
hopeless and hungry, that's something 
worse." 

Comprehen ive Heal th in Beaufort 
is trying to face the challenge of hope
lessness by emphasizing community 
development as an integral part of 
health care. "We are lifting them out 

Willis Smalls, a former tenant farm er 
now inactive because of poor health and 
economic difficulty of farming, stands 
by his tar paper shack on Y onges 
Island. Right, Jessie Mae Jenkins, nutri
tion aide, explains food guide in Beau
fort County. Far right, Elijah Freeman, 
a farm er, addresses meeting of Sea 
Island Small Farmers Cooperative, Johns 
Island. Arthur, left , and William Murray 
unload shrimp. The 11-member Hilton 
Head Shrimp Cooperative, of which 
Arthur is a member, provides docking, 
packing and icing facilities. It was or
ganized w ith assistance from the Beau
fort-Jasper Comprehensive Health Ser
vices. 



of the doldrums," says Environmental 
Health Director Terence Fredericks. 
Parasite infestation is epidemic in the 
area because more than 75 percent of 
the black homes are without safe 
wa ter syst ms while fully half haven't 
got outhouses of any kind . Here, nu
trition and public health are tightly 
bound to improvement of the house
hold . The cooperation needed for 
parasite control to succeed presumes 
hope. "Environment includes home, 
food , clothing and job as well as 
sanita tion," says Fredericks. "We have 
to feed them with the food, which is 
environment. So we are feeding them : 
basic services, meetings on the use of 
them, proper use of water ... 'We've 
got to ... cut out tha t pollution of 
the mind and put in fresh things." 

Their stra tegy is to use sanitation 
projects and deep wells as catalysts 
for community awareness. In some 
cases, it works. For others, like Estelle 
Young, the well has not brought hope, 
but just water. Old, sick and in
continent, she waits for death in the 
room behind the new bathroom and 
speaks with a bitterness which cuts 
through all the rhetoric. 'Tm not look
ing forward to nothin' now," she 
croaks. "I just wake up in the morn
ing and say 'Oh, Lord . I waked up 
again.' " 

"There are plenty of people around 
here still worrying where their next 
meal is coming from," says Mrs. 
Angelina Hires, OEO referral worker 
for the Johns Island area. She works 
closely with Rural Missions, a devel
opment project which, like Compre
hensive Health, is trying to return to 
the blacks the hope and independence 
that the past has denied them. To 
Eric Daniels, Rural Missions Project 

D irector, the worry about the next 
meal is but a symptom of a la rger 
problem of isolation and economic 
depress ion which p revents people 
from taking advantage of Sta te and 
Federal assistance programs, but 
worse, cu ts them off from the op
portunity to build a better future. 
"You can't genera te anything out of a 
community which is a t a subsistence 
level," he says. 
The "Cheap Life" 

A report from the Agriculture De
pa rtment-responsible fo r food stamp 
administra tion-describes conditions 
analagous to those in this rural area 
and concludes that "in general, the 
study indicates tha t low-income 
households . . . accomodate them
selves to a diet which low-income 
fami lies elsewhere would reject. It 
may be that low-income fa milies 
place less value on food than we 
think." Behind this callous remark lies 
the hard truth that a marginal income 
combined with a marginal future 
often means that meager resources are 
diverted to more urgent needs. 

By the warmth of the wood stove 
in her house in Petersfield , Yonges 
Island, Mrs. Viola Ward talks about 
the problems that her fa mily faces. 
"We've been in the dark so long. 
Back here can't get nothin', can't grow 
nothin', can't sell nothin'." Poor dra in
age keeps her from · planting her 
garden and without it "there's ve1y 
little that you can ea t. Just try to do 
the best you can, that's all. We're 
poor, but we try to make out a cheap 
life. I guess we was off the map, must 
have been. Just off the map." 

It's tha t "cheap life," and the sense 
of isolation that life here is all about. 
And that hasn't chang d . • 



JAMAICA'S 

KN --~OLLEGE 

A CONSTA ' T FAILURE of edu
ca tion in developing coun
tries, and even most non

white communities in highly techno
logical societies, is its inability to 
participate in the total development 
of those communities and nations . 

To struggling countri s in the pro
cess of nation-building, studying 
physics and philosophy and raising 
pigs must go hand in hand. Indeed, 
fattening the mind for the fu ture and 
feeding hungry bell ies are not, and 
never should have been, strange bed
fellows. 

owhere, perhaps, is there a better 
example of a total community school 
than Jamaica's Knox College, a small 
secondary school about sixty miles 
northwes t of Kingston, on the edge 
of Spaulding, a dusty little town that 
has on ly a handful of people who are 
largely unemployed, mostly unedu
cated, vastly impoverished. About 
half the population is under 21. 

Knox was founded by a Scottish 
minister, the Rev. Lewis Davidson, 
who came to Spaulding nearl y 25 
years ago with only $100 in his 
pocket. Davidson retired as principal 
in 1970 to give full time to the school's 
development program, and has been 
succeeded by George A. Scott, a 
Jamaican who joined the staff in 1949. 

The school spreads over 93 acres, 
has a half dozen or so buildings, and 
is still building. Its 600 stud nts range 
in age from five to 19, about 200 of 
them residential. Formerly a Presby
terian school, Knox is now a Unit d 

oil g supported by, among oth rs, 
the United Presbyterian Church USA, 
Discipl s of Christ, and the Moravian 

hurch. 
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George M. Daniels 

Knox is interested not only in im
parting knowledge, but, as Davidson 
puts it, in "increasing a student's 
power to learn and improve his ability 
to distinguish between junk and im
portant material." He feels that to 
grow up satisfactorily young people 
must, from their earliest years, be 
functioning members of a community 
and carry their responsibility for it. 

Whi le providing educational faci l
ities for its students, Knox is also pro
moting jobs for the people of Spauld
ing. Ten years ago it opened a print
ing shop with $100 that paid for the 
first press. Now it does small sta tion
ery and booklet jobs for about 60 
clients. In the furniture shop students, 
and a town carpenter who was 
trai ned and hired full-time, make all 
the desks, cabinets, tables and other 
furniture needed in the classrooms 
and faculty houses. "We won't buy 
anything that our tudents and work
ers can't repair themselves," David
son says. Knox also won' t hire anyone 
who lives more than five miles from 
the school. 

Knox Farm covers a growing part 
of the school's 93 acres and provides 
employment for several paulding
ites. It also provides food for a lot 
of p ople who wouldn't have any 
otherwise. In 1970 it produced 50,000 
pounds of pork and abou t 30,000 
dozen eggs. Knox experimented with 
ways of raising hogs-<mly about a 
step or two ah ad of lo al people. 
"\ e know far b tt r ways of doing 
it," Davidson explains, but, he adds, 
"you can't move to far ahead of the 
people; they would f 1 that they 
couldn't do it if you moved too fast." 

ow peopl in paulding raise hogs 

the way they do at Knox Colleg . 
One of the school's most ambitious 

projects is the recently complet d 
processing plant. It has its own 
slaughterhouse and deep freeze units, 
and its line of products will include 
beef steak pies, ham and other 
smoked items, bread and pastrie . 
Training Knox students and a f w 
Spaulding hands will be a retired 
processing expert from California. 

There have been some setbacks. 
ome time ago a dairy failed , al

though it had the highest quality 
yield. According to Davidson it wasn't 
economical and couldn't be main
tained. "What doesn't prove econom
ically feasible is not duplicated," 
Davidson says. "It must be duplicable 
in small communities to be worth
while." 

An international work camp bring 
together young people of cliff rent 
cultural and racial origins. Before 
th r \ ere work camps, Knox had 
summ r chools where international 
students came and did little more 
than mingle with Jamaican studen t . 
"That wasn't enough," Davidson 
says. "Talking about building one 
world and talking about helping peo
pl to g t rid of their hangups wasn't 
accomplishing the job. In summer 
schools they didn't feel it with their 
hand . There was no gut feeling." 

Thus the work phase was add d to 
th summer school, and la t yea r tu
dents included ' hite and orth 
American Indians from anada, and 
an intcrra ial conting nt from incin
nati , Ohio. Th re ' er Blackf t and 

rec Indians (who usually don't g t 
along tog ther b cau of tribal hang
up ) , and tndents from well-to-do 





Above and on preceding page, work 
campers at Knox College teach, paint, 

and rebuild a school. United Presby
terian Fifty Million Fund dollars have 

been used for a Learning Center at 
the College. 
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and poor Ohio families. Together they 
built an infant day care center, fabri
cating all of the materials them
selves, and a multi-room communi
cations building. 

Two major projects were the re
building of a school in Spaulding, and 
staffing and operating a neighborhood 
school at Knox for children who could 
not read. The school runs for 3-5 
weeks, has an average of 300 chi ldren 
(mostly from 4-5 years of age) , and 
demonstrates that non-professional 
teachers can help young children 
break the reading barrier. Teaching 
aids-dolls, pictures and drawing 
books- are made by the work camp
ers and older students. 

Most of the U.S. work campers who 
paid their own way to Knox and $3 
a day to cover their own cost of liv
ing were Presbyterians. One was Dar
ryle Smith, 16, a high school student 
in Cincinnati , who had to go all the 

way to Jamaica to have his eyes 
opened. "I didn't know so many peo
ple would turn out to help others," he 
said. 

Since the religious impulse runs 
right through the Knox program, 
imaginative approaches are being 
made to religious education. To sup
port this, a Center for Study and Wor
ship will soon be completed. 

Despite Knox's success, it has tre
mendous needs : technically qualified 
people to help with its learning skills 
program; assistance in developing an 
inexpensive way of growing vege
tables in water or storing water for 
simple irrigation; dormitories and 
more classrooms, and all kinds of 
audio-visual equipment. 

Knox is the sort of school develop
ing countries need. It is encouraging 
that it is now receiving international 
recognition. • 



A sociate Editor Ellen Clark recently 
visited Cuba. This is the second of a 
two-part article on her visit. 

I T IS STILL NOT SPRINGTIME 

in church-state relations in Cuba, but 
th thaw is unmistakable. For exam
ple, the government has given per
m1ss10n for 150 Roman Catholic 
priests to enter the country, and 100 
of them-mostly Spaniards, but also 
Italian , Frenchmen and Canadians 
-are in Cuba already. 

On his recent visit to Chile, Fidel 
Castro, the best barometer of officia l 
Cuban policy, told Raul Cardinal 
Silva Henriquez of Santiago that the 
church is redefining its guidelines to 
speed up its programs for helping 
men. 

ciIJ}.~h 
in Cuba 
"Today our task is man's urgent 

liberation," he said. "That is the same 
mission of Latin-American Catholics, 
including those of Cuba." 

In response to the Cardinal's ques
tioning, the Cuban Premier admitted 
that there was persecution against the 
church during the early period of the 
revolution because of "the reactionary 
nature of the church." Today the 
churches operate freely, he insisted . 

Castro told the Cardinal that Chris
tianity and Communism have "many 
issues which coincide. They are the 
only philosophies that live from pain, 
suffering and the desire of lions to eat 

ELLEN CLARK 

their flesh." The Cuban Premier's 
comments were reported in Latin
america Press, a Ca tholic-sponsored 
press service. 

Castro might not be tipping his cap 
to the church, but he was paying it a 
new deference. His explanations were 
straightforward enough : concern for 
national image, hopes for Christian
Marxist alliances in Latin America, 
the conviction that the church in 
Cuba has changed for the better. 

A turning point came in 1969 when 
the Cuban Catholic bishops ended 
an eight-year official silence with a 
pastoral letter ·calling for an end to 

Faculty and students at Protestant Seminary cut cane, hold jobs in the community and in other ways support Cuba's Revolution. From 
second left, Adolfo Ham, dean of theology; Juan Antonio Gonzales, student; Sergio Arce Martinez, rector; Jose Garrido , professor. 
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Sign on religious goods store urges 
youth to join the 50,000 agricultural 
workers in Camaguey in "the most rev
olutionary offensive." The Cuban Revo
lution preceded the Second Vatican 
Council, Rome's contacts with East 
European countries and Christian-Marx
ist dialogue in Latin America and 
Europe. Until recently, Christianity in 
Cuba was defensive, iso'lated from new 
theological current$ and language. Op
posite page, chapel at Protestant 
Evangelical Theological Seminary at 
Matanzas and women's Sunday School 
class, First Presbyterian Church, Havana. 

the U.S.-imposed trade blockade. 
Many person credit the papal nuncio, 
Bishop Cesare Zacchi, for nudging the 
bishops and for the general improve
ment in church-sta te relations. Cuba 
never broke diplomatic ties with the 
Vatican. 

Restoring U.S.-Cuba Ties 
Some Protestants, notably Presby

terians, have been more outspoken in 
support of the revolution. One of the 
most articulate is the Rev. Sergio Arce 
Martinez, secretary general of the 
Presbyterian-Reformed Church (see 
September 1971 issue). 

Consider an exchange of letters 
which appeared last year in M ensaie, 
the publication of the Cuban Council 
of Evangelical Churches. John C. 
Smith, then chief executive for the 
missions agency of the United Presby
terian Church, had written to Arce, 

noting that the 1969 United Presby
terian G neral Assembly had adopted 
resolutions advocating the regulariza
tion of diplomatic rela tions between 
the U.S. and Cuba and an end to the 
economic embargo. How would 
Cuban brothers assess the problems 
between the two countries, Dr. Smith 
wondered. 

In a lengthy reply, Arce cited a 
long list of U.S. governmental actions 
which , he charged, were designed to 
undermine Cuban sovereignty. They 
ranged from the elimination of the 
sugar quota to pressure on the Orga
nization of American States (OAS) to 
expel Cuba, to sabotage, to pressure 
on foreign companies to block the sale 
to Cuba of supplies and raw mate
rials. President Nixon accuses Cuba 
of exporting revolution to Latin 
America, he said, but it is the system 
of exploitation, oppression, hunger, 
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illiteracy and so on tha t engenders 
revolution. He also took issue with 

ixon's statement that the initiative 
fo r reestablishing rela tions must come 
from Castro. Since it was the U.S. 
which broke relations it is up to th 
U.S. to take the first step and res tore 
diplomatic and commercial relati ons 
with Cuba without conditions, he 
stated . 

Christians show coopera tion with 
th revolution by voluntary labor and 
participation in mass organiza tions 
such as the Federation of Cuban 
Women and the block organizations 
called Committees for the Defense of 
the Revolution. 

Last year at the annual assembly 
of the Presbyterian church, the min
i ters expressed wil lingness to be 
placed in secular jobs, if needed . 
Cuba has a labor shortage. Some pas
tors have already taken jobs. 

The Rev. Carlos Piedra, Presby
terian pastor of small congregations 
at Encrucijada and Calabazar, works 
during the week as a carpenter in a 
sugar mill. "Before the revolution, pas
tors were privileged," he explained . 
"Many of them still are, that is to say 
they don't need to work. Many of my 
people get up at 5 a.m. A pastor can 
sleep till 10 if he wishes. If I preach 
that it is important to give witness to 
our faith in our working centers, I 
should give example myself." 

A Refuge for Anti-communists 
Piedra has another reason for doing 

manual work. He indicated that many 
people in the church are still against 
the revolution. "They don't understand 
why there are shortages of food and 
clothing and medicine. They oppose 
the revolution because it is Commu
nist. It doesn't matter what I say to 
refute their arguments. It's what I 
do." 

For young revolutionary Christians 
like Piedra the temptation to leave the 
church and work solely with the rev
olution is great. "It is very diffi cult 
to work in the church because people 
call me a Communist," he said . "But 
I have a vocation. I've been called by 
Him, I think. There are many revolu
tionaries in Cuba, but there are few 
in the church." 

Despite initial rapprochement be
tween church and state, fo r many 
Christians, particul arly the old, "the 
atheism of Communism cancels out 
all the good of the revolution," as one 
church worker put it. For them, the 
church is a refu ge, the only institu-

tion to survive the revolution. 
H.enewal has been fro m the top 

down rather than a grass roots move
ment. When the Ca tholic b ishops is
sued their pastoral letter in 1969, 
some priests refused to read it in 
church, and in some churches where 
it was read, parishioners wa lked out. 

The situa tion is similar in Pro tes
tantism. A number of the liberal 
faculty at Union Theological Semi
nary at Matanzas, a join t Presbyte
rian-Methodist-Episcopalian institu
tion, and members of the Student 
Christian Movement have partici
pated in a "jom ada"-a period of 
special commemorative activities- for 
the slain Colombian guerrilla priest, 
Camilo Torres. Torres' memory is 
revered by Cuban radical Christians 
and Marxists alike. But the students 
at the seminary are politically con
servative on the whole. 

Not surprisingly, the suspicion be
tween people in the church and revo
lutionaries outside the church has 
been slow to abate. "If you are a 
conservative and a Christian, you 
have two strikes aga inst you," a wom
an told me. "But if you are a revolu
tionary and a Christian, there is no 
problem." 

Not Like Russia 
I talked with two persons who had 

been fired from their teaching posts 
several years earlier because they 
were Christians. ( Both found other 
work. ) In both cases the individuals 
blamed zea lous local officials and not 
governmental policy. "The govern
ment doesn't persecute Christians as 
in H.ussia," one of the two said . 

Some Christians have been chosen 
as exemplary workers by their fe llows. 
Among the best known are Dr. H.od
riguez Busto, a p rominent Presby
terian layman, who teaches geo
graphy at the University of Havana, 
and Dr. Haul Fernandez Ceballos, 
vice president of the Cuban Council 
of Evangelical Churches, who \.vas a 
leader of the national literacy cam
paign. 

A church leader told us of a con
gregation where some persons no 
longer worshipped for fea r they 
would not advance in their jobs. But 
she thought the fea r was not justified 
because at least one person acti ve in 
that congrega tion held a responsible 
job. 

The cynical might conclude that 
the government is more tolerant of 
the churches because of their en-
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fe bl ment. Perhaps 95 p rccnt ot the 
uban population was nominall y 
hristian before 1959, but th nu m

b r of Christians today is half or less 
the pre-revolution fi gure. Thousands 
of middle-class Christians, much of 
the educated laity and clergy, wen t 
into exile ("a mistake," remaining 
Christians agree). Although the Cath
olic seminary of San Carlos in Havana 
has more than 60 students, there a rc 
onl y eight students at Union Semi
nary ( two thirds of its 150 alumni 
a r exiles, primarily in the U.S.). 

ecu larism has taken its toll of be
lievers too. And the pre-eminence of 
the Communist Party in na tional af
fair i a chall enge-if not a threat
to the church's influence. 

Although there is more cooperation 
among denomina tions, there is no 
move afoot to unite the ever-smaller 
and weaker churches. A Catholic 
pries t at St. Rita's in the Miramar 
section of H avana did not have any
thing good to say about church unity. 
"Ecumenism leads to confusion and 
Communism," he mainta ined , a con
clusion certainly not based on uban 
exp riencc. 

But the Christians we talked with 
in churches and semina ries in Cuba 
were anything hut gloomy. "The 
church is strong," affirm ed Mrs. a r
rn en Sandoval, member of th general 
board of the Methodist Annual Con
ferenc . "There are .fewer people but 
w a re surer in our faith." 

Easier to Witness 
"Tlie worst thing is to be afra id ," 

said Mrs. Icei Rivera, vice-presid nt 
of th uban Federa tion of Methodist 
W orn n. "Ch ristians should be joyful , 
that's our faith. In some ways it is a 
handicap to be a Christian today; 
thcr a r certain jobs you can't hold . 

"On the other hand , it is easier to 
give t ·s timony to our faith. If you 
say you are a Christian, and you don' t 
do it to defy the revolution, hut sim
ply because you bcli ve in od and 
Chri t, you are respected. For there 
is no gain in being a hristian ." 

The hardest thing to ace pt, Mrs. 
Ri vera said , is the d clar d atheism 
of the R volution's leaders. "But," she 
said philosophically, "in uba th y 
s, y th y don' t believe in God but th y 
act as though they do. The poor hav 
th ir n ·eds met. But in pain , France, 
other countries they ay th y b Ii v 
in God but they don't act a though 
th y do ." 

ther church I adcrs xpr s d a 
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simila r openn ss to the process of 
social change in Cuba. "From the re
lig ious and human point of view, the 
most important contribution of the 
Cuban revolution is th consciousness 
of being human, of having digni ty for 
all ," a Roman Catholic churchman 
said . "Before many people considered 
themselves second-class beings, but 
now all think of thems Ives as equal." 

H e thought that Che Guevara's 
concept of the new socialist man-the 
honest person concerned more for the 
community than his personal needs 
-was in harmony with Paul's "new 
man". But, he hastened to add , Chris
tianity has an scha tological dimen
sion and if we limit ourselves to a 
concern on ly for this life, "we are ' the 
most foolish of men.' " 

Another CathoHc official acknowl
edged tha t the nationalization of pa
rochial schools had been a blow to 
the church but stressed that now 
everyone could get an educa tion . 
Furthermore, he said, the priests can 
concentrate on working in religion 
and not be bothered with schools, 
Scouts, and fund-raising. 

From many Christians we heard 
that the elimination of the "pagan" 
aspects of Christmas-trees, expen
sive meals and so on-had restored a 
welcome spirituality to the Nativity. 
And the proscribed religious proces
sions had been a "scandal," they said. 

Blessings in Disguise 
"The austerity of li fe h re is morally 

more healthy," a Catholic official said. 
Even the abrupt and traumatic 

rupturing of r la tions with "mother" 
churches-in the U.S. for Protestants, 
Spain for Catholics-has b en a bless
ing in disguise. The Pr sbytcrian 
Church did not becom independent 
until 1966 and the Methodist hurch 
unti l 1968 but they ar d veloping 
more of a uban identity and arc 
self-supporting. 

Paradoxically, as the size of congre
gregations has shrunk, church offers 
have swell d . The R v. a rlos 

amps, Presbyteri an pastor, said his 
congrega tion had dwindl d from 225 
to 5 worshipp rs, hut his salary had 
risen from 0 to 300 p sos a month . 
Full employment and rationing mean 
that most peopl hav more money 
than they can sp nd . 

To comp nsat for th sh rtagc of 
ministers, a problem parti ularly in 
the Methodist hur h (all but two of 
the ordain d minisl rs in uba in 
1959 hav I ft ), laymen ar playing 

a more active role. The Methodist 
Church ha worn n ministers in every 
provincc-"the best ministers" ac
cording to a male colleague-and a 
woman is a district superintendent in 
Pinar de! Rio province. The Presbyte
rian hurch has only one woman 
ordained minister but has many wom
en lders. 

tructurally, the churches ha 
changed very little. The order of '>VOr
ship and the music we heard a t a 
Presbyterian and a Baptist church in 
Havana wer panish-language rep
licas of . . service . The atholic 
Church has don some exp rimcnting 
wi th religious 111usic. but the result 
arc qu tionablc. At a ma s at ur 
Lady of armen hurch in H a ·~m a, 
w hea rd a larg youth choir, accom
pani d by guitars, drums and organ, 
gusti ly r ndcr panish hymns to the 
tun s of "Old Black Jo " and "The 
Baltic Jl ymn of th R public"! 

om churchmen ar aware of these 
problems. Pr sbytcrian pa tor sa id 
that th challenge of advanc d cu
lar education ' as beginning to revo
lutioni7' Bihl teaching. Th on l 
Presbyterian hurch work r in uba , 
Loi Kro hi r," ho i dir ctor of music 
ducalion for the church, has put to

g th r a book of hymns u ing criollo 
m lodies and a th ology applicabl to 

ub,. In her apartment in ard na , 
1i s ro hi r trumm d h r guitar 



whi le she sang one of her songs. The 
first two lines: "Every Sunday we go 
to church to hear the word of God. 
But God on Monday speaks to us in 
the world ... . " 

Theological Ferment 
Though there have been few 

changes in structures, there has been 
theological ferment. At the beginning 
of the revolutionary process, the 
Christian faith was pietistic, little con
cerned with social behavior, and pre
occupied with personal salvation, an 
Episcopal pas tor said. Some Chris
tians are now of the opinion that they 
can be Christians in a new way with 
a lively commitment to man, he said. 

Is this the church's mission in a 
socialist society where the state feeds 
the hungry and clothes the naked? 
There is still the need for Christian 
service-caring for the ill, sharing 
wi th those in greater need-many 
persons agreed . Indeed, in Cuba, 
where justice has been secured, char
ity and service lack the unsavory 
connotations they often have in the 
U.S. 

Proselytizing is difficult today. But 
many churchmen see their task as one 
of "Christianizing the church." 

"\Ve're trying to develop the aware
ness of our people," Miss Kroehler 
said. "Some can live creatively in this 
revolutionary society, some just Jive 

it out. We have a responsibili ty to 
both groups. 

"The church's contribution can be 
to help society discover what the new 
man is. The revolution is constantly 
changing. Christian participation 
could help it become more human. 
But the only way to participate is by 
being totally committed to the revolu
tion. If you are on the outside, you 
won't be listened to." 

A Marxist said that "the church 
has lost the privilege of leading the 
revolution and must struggle now to 
be accepted." A Christian said that 
Marxists were always talking about 
Christian-Marxist dialogue but never 
began it. Yet, despite the divergences 
of opinions and starting points, there 
is some Christian-Marxis t dialogue 
underway. Union Theological Semi
nary offered a course in Marxism for 
the first time this yea r. 

Christian-Marxist Dialogue 
Members of the Protestant Church 

and Society movement ( ISAL ) meet 
twice monthly to study the Bible in 
a secular world. Baptists, Presbyteri
ans, Methodists and Marxists, pastors, 
laymen, students and workers, discuss 
the theology of liberation and the 
theology of hope, the death-of-God 
school of thought, the relationship be
tween Marxism and Christianity. 

"A Christian can have a Communist 

As in the U.S., there is a generation gap 
within the church. Many young Chris
tians and a growing number of their 
elders find Christian commitment and 
construction of socialism compatible. 
Top, Lois C. Kroehler, Presbyterian mis
sionary who has been in Cuba 22 
years. Above, the Revs. Carlos Piedra 
and Carlos Camps, Presbyterian pastors. 

attitude toward life," said the Rev. 
Carlos Camps, who directs ISAL. 
"Even the question of atheism can 
be overcome." He sees in communism 
a "revolutionary atheism", a judgment 
upon religion for fa iling to live up to 
its beliefs. 

Fidel Castro, who was educated by 
the Jesuits and is now a non-Christian 
Marxist-Leninist, would agree. After 
his meeting with Cardinal Silva, he 
told reporters , "The Cardinal has had 
the kindness to give me this Bible. I 
have been reading it since I was a 
ch ild when we had the Sacred Scrip
tures as obliga tory reading assign
ments. Here we read many examples 
of typical Communist conduct. 

"Read the parable where everyone 
got the same amount of money fo r 
his work," he sa id , as reported in 
Latinamerica Press. "Christ multiply
ing the fish and bread to feed the 
people is a beautiful example. We 
are not like Christ. vVe do not have 
Christ's answer. But based on his 
doctrine we try to do the same thing 
- give bread and fish to all. This is 
why we have land reform, equality, 
social justice. Christ's formula was 
Communistic." 

Unless the Christian-Marxist dia
logue proceeds now, it will be difficult 
to start it later, for much of the 
younger generation has not had the 
experience of Christianity. • 
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WOMAN'S ROLE IN ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT, by Ester Boserup. 

ew York, 1970: St. Martin's Press, 
284 pages, $7.95. 

What is the relation between hun ger 
and woman's role in development? What 
happens when agricultural modernization 
and urban-industrial development are 
pursued with male-priority policies? Us
ing an economic and sociological method 
to identify patterns of work in developing 
countries, Ms. Boserup demonstrates that 
where a division-of-labor-by-sex pattern 
is occurrin g-not only is the productive 
role of women being taken away but the 
entire process of growth · and develop
ment is being retarded! 

Beginning with the agricultural scene, 
it seems that in many places in the 
developing world, European-background 
males prejudicially re-inforced male 
fa rming systems or where they found 
female fa rming systems, they attempted 
to train only men. The results have not 
been promising; women who continue to 
farm without training become a class of 
low-productivity, subsistence agricultur
alists- stereotyped and actually back
ward, illiterate and supers titious in their 
practice. Others are used as cheap and 
casual agricultural laborers- subject to 
wage delays, fa lsified accounts, etc. The 
net results are losing or never getting 
land rights, work . management rights, 
marital rights and family rights . .. the 
exception being the few women who are 
driven temporarily into the market trade. 

Continuing with the semi-male towns 
where the market wome,.,_ are, it is clear 
that this occupation has a limited life
except in Latin America where it leads 
to a correlative occupation-that of being 
a shop-assistant. 

In the male towns (all other towns are 
male because their economic structures 
have long been dominated by men as 
the result of planning all-male industries 
catering only for male migrants or be
cause of male-priority policies for educa
tion, training, hiring and promotion ), 
women are not doing so well either. They 
are often confined to home industries 
with limited lives, domes tic servantry or 
prostitution ( think of the demands for 
services where the majortiy is male! ). 
Or-deserted wives and destitute lonely 
widows have the opportunity to become 
unskilled, low-paid factory workers. The 
few who are allowed secondary educa
tion gain the inestimable privilege-with 
w!1ich Western women are all too famil
iar-of finding "opportunities" in the 
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feminine and feminizing professions
teaching, nursing and clerical (but not 
administrative) work-generally with 
the appropria te comparatively low scale 
of pay, of course. And fin ally, it appears 
that in the male towns which are multi
racial or multi-national, the European
background male is almost always on the 
top while the woman is on the bottom. 
The sidelight to this institutional racism
sexism is, of course, that a woman. of any 
race is usually barred from certain ad
ministrative positions toward the top 
while at the bottom women of all races 
have been employed together where men 
have not been allowed the same privi
leges ! 

To combat the low-productivity and 
low status of women which is often 
emergin g in villages and towns in the 
developing world , Ms. Boserup has a 
provocative proposal: she sugges ts that 
labor-intensive systems of agriculture be 
introduced into village tra ining programs 
for both men and women while urban 
jobs now primarily opened to male 
migrants be offered together with train
ing to women who are already residents 
and wives in the towns . She predicts 
that the net effects should be the fo llow
ing: a stemming of the rural to urban 
migration; a balance of the sexes for 
stable and healthy relationships in both 
rural and urban areas; greater produc
tivity of needed agricultural products; 
education and tra ining for both sexes in 
both rural and urban settings wi th a 
reduction in sexual and moral stereotyp
ing; the re-inforcement of do-it-yourself 
provision of infra-s tructures in vi llages 
still needing amenities while making 
available more tax-money and private 
savings for a controlled rather than mush
roomin g need fo r infra-s tructures in the 
towns. The development of women, 
hunger and full societal growth for the 
benefit of all are at stake! 

The book is well worth readin g for 
provoking a critical view of ag1icultural 
modernization and urban-industrial de
velopment when pursued with a division 
of labor by sex policy-if the effects are 
counter p roductive for the growth of 
whole nations in the developing world , 
th e policies and programs of both 
churches and government may bear con
siderable re-examination. Furthermore 
for the sensitive Western reader th~ 
analogies with the history of our own 
industrial an d agricultural revolutions 
under sexist division-of-labor policies will 
not be lost with the result that no one 
will be surprised to remember why there 
is and has been a woman's movement 
in Western countries fo r over 100 years. 

The book suffers from lack of up-to
date, concrete and extensive information 
from the so-called socialist countries in 
the third-world--e.g. China, Algeria, 
Tanzania, and Cuba. A lively comparison 
both for better and for worse might 

otherwise surface. Meanwhile, readin g 
as a supplemen t to Woman's Role ... 
Ren Dumont's False Start in Africa 
(New York : P raeger), 1966, $3.50. 
esp ciall y chapter seven ("If Your Sister 
Goes to School, You Won't Have An y
thin g to Eat") and chapter sixteen ("Full 
Employment a Priori ty") would begin 
a li vely dialogue on the relation of 
hun ger, development and women's liber
ation. 

J OYCE L. MANSO 

Joyce Manson, a United Presbyterian 
clergywoman, is a former Frontier ln l<'l'n. 

WORLD DEVELOPMENT: A I -
TRODUCTORY READER, ed ited by 
Helene Castel. New York, 1971: fac
millan Co., 296 pages ( paper ) $1.95. 

The editor of this volume which raises 
"basic questions of social justi ce and 
challenges some common myths" is a 
fo rm er dean of the School of Social Work 
at Ha ile Selass ie University in Addis 
Ababa, and f01m er executive secretary 
for development education and training 
in the Board of Missions of the Un ited 
Methodist Church . She defines devdop
ment for man not alone as economics 
the transference of techniques, moderni ~ 
za tion, or even relief, but "the process 
by which powerless people everywhere 
are freed from all forms of dependency 
-social-cultural-economic and political 
-so that they can create a personal 
sense of history fo r themselves and 
thereby express their full potential as 
hum an beings .... Can there be any true 
peace and progress without justice?" 

i\ luch has been written in recent years 
on many angles of this relatively new 
surge in the world fo r human develop
ment : there is scarcely a field of hum an 
ac tivity that has not been stirred by 
new awareness of the need for recogni
tion and development. From hundreds 
of essays on a wide range of related 
themes, the editor has chosen twelve as 
an introductory study for concerned in
dividuals and groups. The scope of the 
volume can be gleaned from the top ics 
considered and the authors: 

"That TI1ird World," by Denis Goulet 
"The Maze of Race and Economics " 

by Daisuke Kitagawa ' 
"Global Development Strategy: a 

Moral Responsibility," by Raul 
Prebisch 

"Interna tional Trade and the Develop
ing Countries," by J . F . Rweye
mamu 

"The Revolution of Our Time," by 
Brady Tyson 

"Has Latin America a Choice?" by 
Juan Luis Segundo 

"Let's Dare to Be African," by Joseph 
0 . Okpaku 

"Playboy Interview : Jesse Jackson" 
"Toward an Overall Assessment of 

Our Alternatives," by Robert S. 



Browne • 
"The hurch and the Third World," 

by Joao Da Veiga outinho 
"The Adult Literacy Proces a ul -

tura l Action for Freedom," by Paulo 
Freire 

"Outwitting the 'Developed ' oun-
tries," by I van Jllich 

w. w. R EID 

TH E H ALLE 'GE OF WORLD POV
E RTY : A Wo rld Po verty Program in 
Outline, by Gunnar Myrdal. New York, 
1970 : Pantheon Books, 518 pages, 
6.95. Random House, $2.95, paper. 

~l u ch of what Gunnar lyrdal, the 
11· di h sociologist, ays in this book is 

not par ticula rly new or startling: the un
derdedeveloped countries are bedeviled 
by the population explosion, inelevan t 
and inadequa te schooling, low-yi !ding 
agri ·ulture, fa ilure to enac t and enforce 
laws such as tax collection and women's 
rights. corrup tion, and trade imbalances. 

Some of ' hat he says is comm on sensi-
al bu t often overlooked : tha t the masses 

are apa theti c and "public opi nion" is the 
opin ion of the elite, tha t in poor countries 
the "m iddle class" is a misnomer (a ll the 
r duca t d are members of the upp r 
class), tha t stat istics fo r literacy, school 
enrollment, em ployment, etc, are x
tremely unr liable in underdeveloped 
lands; th at poverty breeds inequali ty. 

What is particularly distincti ve about 
the book. a lucid summary of Myrdal's 
earlier three-volume Asian D ra ma, is its 
insistence upon equali ty as the sine qua 
11 011 of development. Myrdal disputes the 
belief that inequality is necessary fo r 
grow th , that exploitation of the poor is 
necessary to make possible savin gs to fuel 
development. The evidence, he points 
out. is th at excess wealth in poor coun
tries is dissipated on , conspicuous con
sum ption or sen t abroad and that very low 
levels of living hamper a rise in pro
ductivitv. The vVestern coun tries which 
are the . fom es t ad vocates of the adage 
that "p roduction goes before dish·ibution" 
have themselves become welfare sta tes
and their reforms have made poss ible 
more rapid economic growth . 

Myrdal is ala1m ed that the green revo
lution has lu lled governments into think
ing that agra rian refo1m is no longer 
urgent. vVithout land to the tillers, how
ever, tenant farm ers will h ave little incen
tive to change their methods or to invest 
more labor in soil conserva tion , rodent 
control, irriga tion, affo res ta tion and other 
needed tasks. In the absence of equality, 
technological advances and community 
development measures merely make rich 
fa rmers ri cher. And a food surplus is no 
guarantee th at the poor will have enough 
to ea t. As the better-off fa1mers begin to 
introduce labor-saving machinery, agri
cultural workers become even more su
perff uous and desperate. An "agricultural 

revolution" bas d on technology, without 
regard fo r the poor, has produc cl ru ral 
and urban slums which sti ll plague the 

. . H ow much grea ter will be the 
misery in a country like India , which has 
70 per ent of its popula tion cl pendent 
u1 on agriC\tlture ! 

~ l ost of the needed changes must come 
from the underdeveloped countries them
selves: land reform , popula tion control, 
adu lt ed uca tion, improvement in the 
qua lity-as oppos cl to th e quanti ty-of 
educa tion and teaching, social discipli ne, 
na tional independence, the spread of 
grassroots d emocracy. 

Myrdal is not particularly sanguine, 
si nce, he argues, pressure fo r change must 
come from the poor, and the poor rarely 
revolt (excep t fo r e thnic or reli gious rea
sons or occasional looti ng ; Vietnam is an 
exception ) . 

But that doesn't 1 t the developed 
countri s off the hook, as readers of A sian 
D ra ma often assum ed. Almost half of 
Th e C halle nge of W orld Pove rty is de
voted to the responsibili ty of the de
veloped countries. Myrdal is ha rsh in his 
criti cism of their selfishness. \Ves tern 
countries (Myrdal is no partisa n of the 
wealth y communist countries, but he ex
cludes them from h is study fo r rea ons 
of scope) opportunistically juggle aid 
statistics to show aid to be much larger 
than it really is. apital outflow (capital 
Right, debt servicing, remittance of prof
its, e tc.) from underdeveloped coun tries 
roughly matches capital inflow (aid and 
inveshnents, etc.). In La tin America the 
situation is worse. 

~ l yrda l would like to see the developed 
countries in crease aid considerably, de
tach it from strin gs, adm inister it multi
laterall y, give more to the poores t coun
tries, and use aid to p romote greater 
social equali ty and demo racy. The only 
argumen t fo r aid is the moral one, he 
adds, pointing out that the use of an ti 
communism has led to cynicism . 

T rade is another bone of contention . 
Con trary to popular thinking in the W est, 
so-called free trade breeds inequali ty, the 
more so when substantial in equalities al
ready are es tablished. Again , the pre
scriptions, such as the removal of tari ffs 
from the manufactures of underdeveloped 
coun tries, are not new ; they have been 
proposed by the United Nations Con
ference on Trade and Development and 
re jected b y the club of wealth y countr ies. 

Myrdal, who has the reputa tion for 
being a pessimist (he ays he is just a 
realist ), concludes with a fin al chapter on 
" the Latin American powderkeg." W ri t
ten before the election of a Marxist gov
ernment in Chile, it none theless far
sighted ly analyzes the possibili ties fo r 
refo1m and revolt in the conti nent and 
concludes with an emphasis on uncer
tain ty as to the future and the hope that 
the U .S. will redefin e its policies. 

E. C. 
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DEALING : OR THE BE RKELEY-TO
BOSTON F ORTY-BRICK LOST-BAG 
BLUES, Directed by Paul W illiams, 
a Warner Brothers Release. 

"I don't believe any of this," groans 
Peter (Robert F . Lyons) , the erstwhile 
Harvard preppie turned dissipated, love
sb·uck dope smuggler, a t a crucial junc
ture in Warner Brothers' new hip film . 

Fortunately fo r Dealing and its d irec
tor, Paul Williams (who with David 
Odell ad apted the screen play from Mi
chael and Douglas Crichton's novel by 
the same t itle), credibili ty is not re
quired in order to enjoy this gay li ttle, 
fey little love story. But tolerance for 
roller coas ter p lots with down end ings is 
absolutely necessary. 

E verythin g about the first hall of 
Deali11 g celebrates cha1ming hip moral
ity. The plot casts cute Peter makin g a 
sm uggling run for his friendly neighbor
hood marijuana dealer, John (John Lith
gow ), whereupon he mee ts and fa lls 
crushin gly in love with cocaine-sniffing 
Susan ( Barbara Hershey), a San Fran
cisco succubus. 

Peter must leave her because neither 
of them can afford her ticket to Cam
brid ge. Once re turned to cutting classes, 
Peter d umps, literally, his Radcliffe girl
fr iend (Ellen Barber ) and concocts to 
bring Susan east by having her make a 
delivery fo r John. She is busted , of 
course, because "bourgeois" John makes 
her carry two h uge suitcases fu ll of 
fo rty bricks (one brick weighs one kilo, 
2.2 lbs.) of marijuana. 

Dealing then takes a moral nosedive 
into its own varia tion of Hell. Peter, in 
order to rescue Susan from the law, 
becomes involved with police corrup
tion, robbery, hero in, b lackmail, Cuban 
gangsters and a bloody massacre at, of 
all places, W alden Pond. What begins as 
an iron ic twist on L ove Story, concludes 
as if Ollie and Jennie somehow got los t 
in the set of Th e French C011nection. 

I quibble whe ther Dealing's denoue
ment is sa tisfacto rily just. The college 
fo lks are att ractive and invite sym pathy, 
the hoods and cops are ugly and demand 
disgust. Ye t Dealing portrays them all as 
irresponsible lawbreakers who should 
suffer the consequences. 

Picking over the carnage of Dealing, 
the overriding conclusion is tha t this is 
another slick story designed to jolt the 
aud ience. Dealing is technically fin e, well 
acted and di rected , suspensefu lly plotted , 
but none of this saves the viewer from 
leavin g the thea te r in shock. 

J OHN BATCHELOR 
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ECUMENICAL WITNESS CONFERENCE 

ATTENDS CONFERENCE- Chap"lain William Hughes, a United Methodist chaplain 
who has served in S01ith Vietnam, was among 600 persons attending the Ecumenical 
Witness Conference on ending the war in southeast Asia. The conference was held Janu
ary 13-16 in Kansas City, Mo. 

700 CHURCHMEN ISSUE PLEA : 
EN DING WAR HAS PRIORITY 

Ecumenical Witness, a gathering in 
Kansas City of some 600 Protestan t, 
Catholic, Orthodox and Jewish religious 
leaders, called for the churches and 
synagogues of the country to make an 
end to the war in Indochina their first 
priority. 

In a 2,000-word message, the church
men declared that the war was immoral 
and that Vietnamization was a "racist 
policy," forcing Asians to serve as a 
proxy army for Americans and to die in 
the place of Americans for the supposed 
interest of Americans. 

The conference message recognized 
"the need for the People's Republic of 
China, the Soviet Union and other na
tions to cease supplying the Hanoi gov
ernment and the Provisional Revolu
tionary Government with the materials 
of war." And it acknowledged that 
North Vietnam and the National Libera
tion Front have "terrorized villages and 
committed atrocities." 
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"But," it continued, "the massive ter
ror and atrocities of the B-52's and the 
fleets of helicopters are ours. The na
palm and CS gas are ours. The flame 
throwers ... folding fin rockets and clus-
ter bombs ... our anti-personnel wea-
ponry . . . . All of this is immoral." 

The group included about 300 Protes
tants, 200 Catholics, 50 Jews, a few East
ern Orthodox and approximately 40 
churchmen from Asia, Africa, Europe 
and Latin America. 

The Ecumenical Witness was spon
sored by some 130 individual religious 
leaders . As a follow-up to the gathering 
here, the conference committed itself to 
convene similar conferences in selected 
areas of the U.S., possibly in April, to 
arrange for ecumenical gatherings on 
peace in towns all over the nation. 

In an address to the conference, Dr. 
Eugene Carson Blake, an American 
Presbyterian who is general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches, said 
the U.S. role in Vietnam was the "clear
est example of American misuse of its 

power and the betrayal of its best tradi
tions of justice, liberty and democracy." 

Criticizing American policies in other 
areas, such as Pakistan, Dr. Blake said 
that it was "the task of American 
churches to challenge with whatsoever 
influence they have not merely the poli
cies of the United States in Southeast 
Asia, but also the basic moral assump
tions used as the justifications of these 
policies." 

Archbishop Helder Camara of Olinda 
and Recife, Brazil, called for a united 
campaign by all believers in God and 
also "atheist humanists" to make "every
body see, ponder and feel the insanity of 
continuing to prepare for wars which 
are, and always will be even more so, 
the synonym of collective suicide for all 
humanity." 

In an address entitled "Racism and 
the War," the Rev. Andrew Young, a 
former aide to Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. , who is now director of the Human 
Relations Commission of Atlanta, said 
the same Congressmen who are kept in 
power through denial of voting rights 
for blacks in the South are those who 
control the committees that have sup
ported the war. 

"How can we say there is any differ
ence between Hitler's notions of a su
perior race and what we are doing in 
Vietnam?" he asked. "What is the dif
ference between au tomated ovens and 
automated bombings?" 

Among the actions proposed by the 
conference for escalating resistance to 
the war was recall of mili tary chaplains, 
to be replaced by civilian clergymen 
wherever possible to insure that military 
personnel who are conscientious objec
tors would receive adequate counseling. 

The conference also urged that 
churches give sanctuary as well as 
moral, financial and legal assistance to 
those who seek it, urge Congress to cut 
off funds for the war early in 1972, with
hold payment of telephone excise taxes 
and some portion of income taxes, boy
cott consumer products produced by 
corporations engaged in manufacturing 
military hardware, give serious consider
ation to a hunger strike to protest fund
ing the war, and take a variety of other 
actions against the war. ( RNS) 
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INVESTMENT REPORT ELICITS 
WEAL TH Of. CHURCH RESPONSES 

An offi cial of the United Church of 
Christ has questioned the " cholarly 
validity" of a report which sta ted that 
10 denominations, all champions of 
peace, have nearly $203 million invested 
in "war industries" stock. 

And th treasurer of the United Meth
odist Church said that it is his impres
sion "that significant progress" has been 
made in bringing church practice in line 
with its policies since the data was 
collected . 

Dr. Everett Parker, director of com
munication of the United Church of 
Christ, and Dr. R. Bryan Brawner, the 
United Methodist treasurer, were among 
a few national churchmen responding 
directly to the report prepared by the 
Corporate Infonnation Center of the 
National Council of Churches. 

The study, called "Church Invest
ments, Technological Warfare and the 
Militaiy-Industrial Complex," sta ted 
that the 10 denominations, plus the Na
tional Council, have investments in 29 
of the top 60 U.S. defense contractors. 
The figures were taken from investment 
portfolios of national agencies, particu
larly pension and mission boards. 

Drafters of the report-staff members 
of the NCC Corporate Information Cen
ter-did not propose that all church 
stock in those companies be sold. But it 
said that by holding the stock, the 
churches were guilty of the "irresponsi
ble, immoral and socially injurious acts" 
of the finns in which they invested. 

Denominations included were-in ad
dition to United Methodist and United 
Church of Christ-the Episcopal Church, 
Christian Church ( Disciples of Christ ), 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. (Southern ), 
Church of the Brethren, United Presby
terian Church, American Baptist Con
vention, Lutheran Church in America 
and the Unitarian U niversalist Associa
tion. 

Since some of these churches and the 
National Council support the Corporate 
Information Center, the report did not 
come as a total surprise. For several 
years, churches have actively studied 
their "social responsibility" in invest
ments and a major purpose of the re
search was to offer help in making in
vestment decisions. 

Dr. Parker did say that the report was 
released without "prior consulta tion" 
with top offi cials of his denomination. 

The report was dated for press re
lease on Jan. 7. However, it was "leaked" 
to Th e New York T im es which printed a 

RNS Photo by Don Rutledge 

Five days a week the National Baptist Memorial Church in Washington, D.C., provides 
free dinners for aged people in the neighborhood. Finding many elde rly persons in their 
inner-city area who often live alone and seldom cook a balanced diet for themselves, 
church members felt they should provide good food for their neighbors as part of their 
ministry. 

front page story on January 5. 
A few individuals condemned the 

study outright. 
"It's nonsense," said Herbert Walton, a 

layman who supervised investments for 
the Northern Illinois Conference of the 
United Methodist Church. 

There was some positive response. 
Frank White, director of the study, said 
that of some 150 to 200 letters and tele
phone calls received within four days of 
the Times' story, responses were "4 to 1 
favorable," with most holding that the 
church should speak out on such issues 
as investments. 

Mr. White reported particularly posi
tive expressions from local churches and 
pastors. And, he said, General Motors 
ordered 64 copies. 

Dr. Parker said he was bothered be
cause the NCC document did not define 
what it meant in using the words "de
fense contract." He also said that this 
data on his denomination did not refl ect 
its entire investment picture. 

How, he asked, can a church try to 
change the policies of a corporation if it 

divests itself of stock in that firm? Dr. 
Brawner of the United Methodist 
Church asked the same question. 

The United Methodist Church was 
shown to have almost $60 million, the 
n ost of any denomination, in stock of 
companies holding major defense con
tracts. The figu re was put at 14. l per 
cent of total investments. 

An edi to rial in the news publication 
of the New York United Methodist Con
ference responded by pointing out that 
only 12 of the 29 companies have more 
than 10 per cent of their business in 
military contracts and that 12 have less 
than 5 per cent. 

How "can anyone really believe that 
an institution with 14. l per cent of its 
stockholdings invested in corporations 
with less than 2 per cent in defense 
spending is guilty of irresponsible, im
moral and socially injurious acts?" the 
editorial asked . It added: 

"If we are to have morality by per
centage, is it fai r to equate an invest
ment in G neral Telephone with 3.1 per 
cent involvement in the arms industiy 

[155] 45 



with an investment in Lockheed Aircraft 
with a 72.9 per cent investment?" 

But "morality by percentage" can be 
approached from another direction, ac
cording to Frank \Vhite, director of the 
Corporate Information Center. 

Mr. 'White said, however, tha t one 
must notic tha t General Motors, for 
example, is so big that 2.1 per cent of 
its a les amounted to $385 million in 
1970, making it the 17th largest defense 
contractor. 

It was not, reporters found, immedi
ately po sible to find out precisely which 
agencies of the 10 denominations held 
what stocks, although such data was 
expected after some churches were ad
mittedly unprepared to deal with ques
tions about their stock and the Corpo
rate Information Center d id not place an 
agency breakdown in its report. 

RNS did learn that five United Meth
odist units were represented : the World, 
National and Women's Division of the 
Board of Missions, the Board of Pen
sions, and the Board of Education. 

In response to queries about whether 
the stock cited in the White study had 
been purchased by Churches or may 
have been willed by benefactors, RNS 
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brings new awareness and mean
ing to the ancient yet contempo
rary affirmation of faith in The 
Apost les' Creed. In readi ng these 
"conversations" deali ng phrase 
by phrase with the Creed , one 
will find heightened joy in his 
reliance on the goodness and 
provi dence of God. 

$1 .25 per copy ; ten copies, 
$1 0.00. Order from 

The Upper Room 
1908 Grand Ave. Nashville , Tenn. 37203 
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( RNS) 

Bishop Harold S. Jones (center) , a member of the Dakota (Santee) tribe, addresses 
congregation during the ceremony in which he became the first American Indian to be 
consecrated as a bishop of the Episcopal Church . The ceremony took place in Sioux 
Falls' St . Joseph's Catholic Cathedral, provided by Catholic officials to accommodate a 
heavy influ x of visitors. Episcopal Presiding Bishop John Hines, who consecrated the 
new bishop, kneels at left . 

Bishop Jones, former vicar of Good Shepherd Mission in Fort Defiance, Ariz., will be 
Suffragan Bishop of the South Dakota diocese, half of whose 10,000 communicants are 
Indian. He was born in Mitchell, S.D., in 1909, the grandson of an Indian priest who 
taught school and helped to translate the early Dakota Prayer Book . 

was able to obtain little information. 
Dr. Parker of the United Church was 

of the opinion that little or no stock cur
rently held by his denomination's agen
cies was received through bequests. Nor 
does the United Methodist Board of 
Pensions- with investments of more 
than $330 million-apparently have 
stocks it inherited through wills or gifts. 

FOOD STAMP REGULATIONS 
SCORED BY NCC OFFICIAL 

( RNS) 

The director of the National Council 
of Churches' Campaign Against Hunger 
has protested new federal regula tions on 
food stamps due to go into effect this 
year. 

Hulbert James said that by limiting 
stamps to those who make less than $360 
per month the U.S. Department of Agri
culture is penalizing the poor in popu
lous sta tes where eligibility limits a re 
already higher. He added that the $360 

figure would undoubtedly help persons 
in some Southern and W estern states 
where the cost of living is lower. 

RECORD GIVING REPORTED 
BY AMERICAN BAPTISTS 

( RNS ) 

American Baptist Convention income 
fo r 1971 was the highest in the denomi
nation's 64-year history, according to the 
Rev. Ralph R. Rott, executive director of 
the division of world mission support. 

Receipts fo r the denomination, whose 
national headquarters is in Valley Forge, 
Pa., were $15,253,161 last year, an in
crease of 3.7 per cent over the 1970 fig
ure. 

The 1971 figure, Mr. Rott said , in
cluded the largest amounts ever given 
in two special offerings-the World Fel
lowship Offering fo r foreign mission 
work and the American for Christ offer
ing fo r home missions. 

( RNS ) 
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POPE WARNS MISSIONARIES 
TO SHUN POLITICAL ACTION 

Pop Paul has ' amed Catholic mis
sionaries to tend to the business of 
preading "the m ssage of sa lva tion" and 

refrain from "involvem nt in activities of 
a political nature." 

The pontiff told the General Chapter 
of the Pontifical Institute for Foreign 
Missions that when Church workers en
gage in poli tics in foreign lands they 

ften divide the Church. He ca lled on 
the missionaries to "serve the Church, 
not replace it." 

METHODISTS URGE MIXING 
RELIGION AND POLITICS 

Invita tions for Christians, and espe
cially clergymen, to mix religion and 
politics featured a United Methodist 
conference on preach ing recently. 

The theme of the meeting, sponsored 
by Wesley Seminary in Washington, 
D.C. and the United Methodist Board of 
Evangelism, was how clergymen can 
best deal with public issues in the con
text of pastoral duties. Two hundred 
clergymen took part. 

Dr. L. Harold DeWolf, dean of Wes
ley Seminary, said it was a "tragic mis
take" to separate the need for Christian 
conversion from social action. The 
church, he added, must oppose "evan
gelistic manipulators" who often appear 
as enemies of humanity. 

As an example of a "uniquely success
fu l evangelism effort," Dr. DeWolf cited 
Bishop Abel T. Muzorewa of Rhodesia 
because the African churchman "is the 
No. 1 witness in Rhodesia fo r justice." 

SELECTIVE SERVICE HAS 
SIMPLIFIED C.O. FORM 

Bowing to pressure from religious 
and peace groups, the Selective Service 
System has replaced a new and lengthy 
application form for conscientious objec
tors with a simpler questionnaire. 

Draft director Dr. Curtis Tarr pro
posed a form containing only four ques
tions as opposed to the 31 in a version 
i ued last November. The guidelines 
were published in the Federal Register. 

Th revisions of the Selective Service 
regulations require a local draft board 
to tell a man why a request for defer
ment is rejected. This changes former 
policy. 

Dr. Tarr suspended all calls for regis
trants to appear betore local boards and 
state appeal boards pending the ful l 
implementation of the new Selective 
Service rules. 

When revised draft regulations were 
issued in November 1971, a number of 

churchmen, Congressmen and peace 
spokesmen scored the 31-ques tion C. O. 
applica tion fo rm as too complica ted and 
potentia lly a device fo r "entrapping" 
young men not having philosophical and 
theological sophistication . 

D r. Tarr's revision would , in effect, 
require four statements of applicants fo r 
C.O. class ifica tion : 

-An explanation of beliefs. 
-A report on why a regis trant could 

or could not serve as a military combat
ant. 

-An outline showing how and where 
"religious, moral and ethical" beliefs 
against war were formed. 

-A description of how beliefs con
form to Supreme Court guidelines hold
ing that objector views must rest on be
lief "to which all else is subord inate." 

Under recent Supreme Court rulings, 
an objector may oppose war on moral 
and ethical beliefs as well as religion as 
traditionally defined . 

Rules already in effect do not provide 
for a C.O. application until a man has 
received a lottery number and then only 
if that number places him below the 
figure for the active pool. 

The new procedure is expected to 
greatly reduce the number of registered 
objectors. C.O. applicants have in
creased significantly in the past few 
yea rs. 

( RNS ) 

COMMUNITY, SOCIAL AGENCY 
SETTLE MANAGEMENT DISPUTE 

The Eastwick Community Center in 
Philadelphia and a neighborhood group 
demanding more local control have 
negotiated a settlement. 

The Center, financed and supervised 
by the United Methodist Community 
Service Center, an umbrella organiza
tion, figured in the controversy. 

Under the agreement reached in mid
January, the Service Center will con
tinue to have final say on matters of 
policy, financing, and hiring. But resi
dents of Eastwick will have representa
tives on committees of the sponsoring 
agency and directors will sit on com
munity committees. Furthermore, the 
Eastwick Community Center will be 
permitted to seek public and foundation 
funds and have a voice in hiring staff. 

( RNS ) 

MINISTRY TO VIET VETERANS 
LAUNCHED BY PRESBYTERIANS 

An emergency ministry to veterans of 
the Indochina war facing problems of 
employment, education, discrimination, 
disabilities and drugs has been estab-
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lished in the United Presbyterian De
partment of Church and Society. 

The new program became operati ve 
in January fo r a three-year period 
through the joint efforts of the denomi
nation's Boards of Christian Education 
and National Miss ions and with the 
World Relief and Emergency Service 
Committee agreeing to underwrite the 
first annual budget of $70,000. Addi
tional cooperative support has come 
from the United Presbyteri an Depart
ment of Chaplains and Service Person
nel, Presbyterian Women, Presbyterian 
Men, and other programs. 

Developed in consultation with gov
ernmental agencies, the new ministry 
will join with Methodists, Southern 
Presbyterians, Baptists, D isciples of 
Christ and other groups in a common 
strategy through the National Council 
of Churches. 

Over three million veterans of the 
Vietnam era, reentering U.S. society, 
fa ce an unusual combination of discour
agements, said the Rev. L. William Yol-
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ton, secretary for Emergency Ministry 
on Conscience and War of the United 
Presbyterian Church. The Vietnam vet
eran faces a cold public reception com
pared to veterans of previous wars. His 
problems are greater, benefits are com
paratively less, and half as many are 
taking advantage of their Bill of Rights, 
being either unaware of it or disillu
sioned with its meager provisions. 

BANGLADESH WOMEN RAPED 
IN WAR FACE OSTRACISM 

A church relief executive has reported 
that about 200,000 Bengali women who 
were raped by Pakistani soldiers during 
late 1971 fighting in Bangladesh have 
been ostracized by the Muslim com
munity and are homeless. 

The Rev. Kentaro Buma, a World 
Council of Churches official, made this 
report after returning from a fact-finding 
trip to Bangladesh . 

He noted that under religious tradi
tion no Muslim husband will take back 
a wife touched by another man even if 
the woman was subdued by force. 

"The new authorities of Bangladesh 
are trying their best to break that tradi
tion," said Mr. Buma. "They tell the 
husbands the women were victims and 
must be considered national heroines. 
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Some men have taken their spouses 
back home, but these are very, very 
few." 

Mr. Buma added that the interchurch 
aid unit of the World Council would 
meet to discuss ways of helping the 
Muslim women left homeless as a result 
of rape. 

DR . GEYER RESIGNS 
AS 'CENTURY' EDITOR 

( R S) 

Dr. Alan Geyer has resigned as editor 
of the Christian Century, an ecumenical 
weekl y published in Chicago. The resig
nation becomes effective May 1. 

A pecialist in religion and interna
tional relations, Dr. Geyer will become 
the first Dag Hammarskjold Professor 
of Peace Studies at Colgate. 

Before joining the Century in 1968, 
Dr. Geyer was director of international 
affairs for the United Church of Christ 
in ew York City. He is a United Meth
odist clergyman. 

Trustees of the Christian Century 
Foundation will organize a committee to 
seek a successor. 

BLACK RHODESIAN PROTESTS 
CONFIRM BISHOP'S FORECAST 

Predictions by the black United Meth-

odist bishop of Rhodesia that the Afri
can majo rity in the white-controlled 
former British colony would oppose a 
London-Salisbury agreement on the fu
ture of Rhodesia were apparently on 
target. 

Bishop Abel T. Muzorewa, along with 
the newly formed African ational 
Council which he heads, scored the 
agreement drafted last November by 
British Foreign Secretary Alex Douglas
Home and Rhodesian Prime Minister 
Ian Smith because, he said, it speaks of 
equali ty fo r blacks without giving any 
timetable for the institution of demo
cratic government. 

According to reports in Salisbury, the 
Smith government holds the African 1a
tional Council responsible fo r demon
strations that produced riots in Gwelo 
and Salisbury. 

There were reports that the African 
ational Council would be suppressed 

and Bishop Muzorewa arrested. The 
bishop is demanding immediate turn
over of the government to th black , 
now res tricted to tribal areas under a 
Land Tenure Act. Mr. Smith has long 
banned the bishop from tribal regions. 

A resolution adopted by the nited 
Methodist Board of Mission in January 
expr ssed "all support" fo r Bishop lu-
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( RNS) 

Carrying small coffins, an interdenominational group stages a demonstration against 
liberal abortion laws at the House of Parliament in Helsinki . The placards read, "No
body asked whether I wanted to live" and "My relations were ashamed of my birth, so 
I was secretly murdered ." 

More than 150 participants, dressed in mourning clothes, walked in a silent procession 
through Helsinki during rush-hour, carrying banners and 50 small coffins representing 
the approximate number of children legally aborted that day. Following the demonstra
tion, one of the coffins was lefr on the steps of Parliament bearing a placard which 
read, "Innocent Child 1972. One of the 20,000 for which there was not even a grave." 

zorewa and "all in Rhodesia who are 
struggling to develop a just society with 
majority rule." 

The Board voted that its World Divi
sion plan for financial support fo r the 
African ational Council "as an expres
sion of our commitment to the political, 
social and economic freedom to all the 
people in Rhodesia, black, white and 
colored." The unspecified amount is to 
be channeled to the Council through the 
All African Conference of Churches. 
The money is to be used for legal de
fense aid, education and medical costs 
for families that have suffered because 
of the Rhodesian situation. 

RESTRUCTURE AND ISSUES 
DOMINATE BOARD MEETING 

Proposed restructuring of the United 
Methodist Church commanded the at
tention of the Board of Missions meeting 
in Dall as in January. 

In addition to review and action on 
plans for restructuring agencies within 
the church, the 145-member board : 

-Approved a new policy in its rela
tionships with Latin American churches, 
designed to help assure them greater in
dependence and to inform church mem
bers in the U.S. on Latin American af
fairs . 

- Heard Bishop James Armstrong and 
four Asian Christian visitors urge Ameri
can church people to work for complete 
withdrawal of the U.S. from the war in 
Indochina. 

-Prepared for possible action by the 
church's General Conference, meeting in 
Atlanta in April, resolutions on ecology, 
better health care, agricultural issues in
cluding justice fo r fa rm workers and 
small fa rmers, repression, Southern 
Africa, the Middle East, and better 
minority group ministers' salaries and 
pensions. 

- Adopted a constitution, on the local 
level, for a projected new organization 
fo r women in the United Methodist 
Church. 

-Heard that board income for 1971 , 
based on preliminary, unaudited fi gures, 

was $36,031,000, and that divisions are 
continuing efforts to take social as well 
as financial critt;ria into account in man
aging investments. 

-Learned its overseas relief agency 
has given $410,000 for Bangladesh vic
tims. 

-Rejoiced over reports of an increase 
in income for the Women's Division ( re
versing a two-year downward trend ), 
and in the United Methodist Develop
ment Fund. 

-Listened to a black college presi
dent call for greater church support for 
black colleges. 

( UMI ) 
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DON COLLINSON PHOTOGRAPH, FROM UNllTED METHODIST MISSIONS 

Roman Catholic Cathedral, Lourenco Marques, Mozambique 

The use of modern building techniques, most notably cantilevered concrete, 
combined with certain African forms, is characteristic of much con~emporary 

church architecture in this Portuguese colony. Noted architect Amancio 
d 'Alpoim Guedes feels that this blending of tribal and Twentieth Century 
traditions points the way to the future. This is the first of a series of con
temporary church architecture around the world . 


