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IF SHE DOESN'T MAKE IT, NEITHER DO YOU 
$10,000 for ongoing program of the Bishop Corson 
School, Villa Palmeras, Santurce, Puerto Rico 

Last Spring, Maria Gomez still had another year of 
grade school to go. But her chances of continuing 
dimmed when her unskilled father lost his job. But 
Maria did have something going for her. She was 
smart. And she liked to read and write . 

So when the Bishop Corson School in Santurce, 
Puerto Rico, started enrolling pupils for the current 
school year, Maria Gomez and her parents applied for 
a scholarship. And with them, a number of other fi
nancially disadvantaged pupils. School officials knew 
they had potential. They believed they could make 
good, given a proper chance. 

All summer long, they worked and learned as they 
never had before at the summer school program. They 
found out how to develop good study habits and en
joyed doing it. They made the school 's summer pro
gram a success, for teachers as well as for them. 

The new year at the Bishop Corson School has 
started. Maria is back. And with her a number of stu
dents who otherwise could not meet the full tuition 
costs. 

We expect most of them to make good. And we 
hope that many of them will continue their educa
tion to become Puerto Rico's new leaders . 

You or your church can help us keep our deeds out
running our words for Maria and her friends at the 
Bishop Corson School as you contribute to the Project 
Of The Month. Send your gift designated "PROJECT 
OF THE MONTH" to: 

Treasurer, The United Methodist Board of Missions 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, New York 10027 

The Advance Special Project Of The Month selects 
urgent needs for United Methodism's worldwide min
istries. For information about Advance Specials, write 
to : 
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: I THIS MONTH 

I October is a month of many observances. 
It is tl1e month of World-wide Communion 
Sunday, of Laymen's Day, of World Order 
Sunday, and of Reformation Sunday. For 
women, it is the month of the Call to Prayer 
and Self-Denial. 

These varied observances have tllis much 
in common-they remind us that "no man is 
an island," especially in today's world. Sev
eral articles tllis month point to the inter
connected nature of human life. Frank H. 
Epp, in an Associated Church Press syn
dicated article, discusses the strong biblical 
connection between human rights and 
Christian responsibility. His interpretation of 
t11e Gospel accounts of Jesus' ministry is 
fresh and contemporary. Amy Lee tells about 
the United Nation's current "International 
Year of Human Rights" and its major meet
ing this past summer in Tehran, Iran. 

World-wide attention has been focused 
recently on two countries in which human 
rights are in grave jeopardy: Czechoslovakia 
and Nigeria. In an article written prior to 
the occupation of his country by Warsaw 
Pact armies, Vilem Schneeberger discusses 
the Church in Czechoslovakia during the 
period of liberalization. It remains to be seen 
whether Pastor Schneeberger's account is 
now a "memorial'' to liberalization instead of 
a description of it. 

Anothtr article of timely interest is the 
report of John Abbott on how Church World 
Service goes about the task of meeting dis
asters, such as the civil war and starvation 
in Nigeria-Biafra. We should be especially 
reminded of our brethren in Nigeria and 
Czechoslovakia on the Sundays of World 
Order aad World-wide Communion. 

In connection \vith the mission study 
theme on Southeast Asia there is an article 
by Russell E. Brown of tlie American Baptist 
Convention on tlie least-known country in 
that Asian crescent-Burma. Another mis
sion study theme, the Gospel of John, was 
the subject for one of our staff members this 
summer in the Schools of Christian Mission. 
The impression Mr. Brewster received at 
these schools is that there is a real desire 
for relevant Bible study in the churches. 

There is also a photo essay on the mys
teries of puberty, an article on the Call to 
Prayer, and another on tlie Vashti school, 
which is a recipient of tliis year's offering. 

Finally, our cover shows a rare example 
of Christian art developed out of a non
\11/estern culture. This brass crucifix from 
the Congo is a true African depiction. It may 
seem strange but we tliink its beauty will 
grow on you. 

Photo Credits 
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JUST FOR THE RECORD 
In the business session of our \Vomen's So

ciety of Christian Service our society went on 
record as opposing the picture and the article 
"Midnight in the Manse" on page 45 of the July 
issue of the \VoHLD OUTLOOK .... 

We deplore the fact that our church magazine 
would even give recognition to such a con
troversial person as !\!rs. Marjorie Janney, 
whose outrageous pose has already appeared in 
secular print. This is exactly the type of pub
licity our church docs not need. 

\Ve see no connection between "Midnight in 
the Manse" and attracting young people back 
to the Church. \Vhen they arc attracted in this 
way, it is twt to the Church ..•. 

Our Women's Society of Christian Service 
believes that it is our duty to protest the liberal, 
secular contents of our church literature and 
publications. We would like to take this oppor
tunity to voice our disapproval. 

Mns. HunEHT T. SULLIVAN 
First Methodist Church, WSCS 
Opp, Alabama 

ONE WHO'S NOT SICK 
When I received the August edition of the 

\VOHLD OUTLOOK I sat right down to read this 
fine magazine. First of all, I read the page of 
"letters" and needless to say was quite dis
turbed on reading one in particular. Let me 
just say this: here is one Methodist who is not 
"sick" of the "whole paper." I read the WoHLD 
OUTLOOK clear through and think it is very much 
worth reading. 

Perhaps if some of us did less "judging" we 
could find more worthwhile things to do than 
write such critical letters. 

I just finished serving as President of our 
local WSCS for the past two years and for the 
coming year will be serving as Missionary edu
cation chairman in WSCS. I am sure I will find 
the \VonLD OUTLOOK very helpful. 

My thoughts and prayers go to you, your 
writers and staff and all those behind the scenes 
who bring many of us this fine publication. 

Mns. RAYMOND TRIPP 
Fort Madison, Iowa 

HENDERSON SETTLEMENT 
I enjoyed the article in the August WOHLD 

OUTLOOK about Henderson Settlement. 
I believe that if there were more material 

in the W.O. about what is being done by the 
Church in a constructive way there would be 
less falling off in the giving to missions. 

\Vhen there is too much controversial ma
terial in the church literature, people get tired 
of it, as they can read that in secular magazines. 

(Miss) GHACE THATCHEH, Director 
Dumas \Vesley Com. Center 
Mobile, Alabama 

IN THE NAME OF AMERICA 
In the letters column for July I was shocked 

to sec your excellent magazine denounced by a 
Methodist pastor as a "propaganda sheet.'' The 
writer was castigating you for your review of 
the book, In the Name of America, which in
dicted the United States for committing war 
crimes in Vietnam. 

I will give the preacher a reply: The United 
States is indeed guilty of committing unnum
bered war crimes in Vietnam. I have just finished 
reading this book, In the Name of America. I 
cannot claim to be an authority on international 
law but I do have adequate knowledge of the 
field. 

Let me commend you for your excellent re
view of this book, which is too hot for most 
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magazines to handle. Such neglect is a great 
tragedy because this book should speak to the 
conscience of America. 

FLOYD MALKEY 
Chicago, Illinois 

CLARITY OF CONVICTION 
It is with a feeling of amusement and chagrin 

that I read the statement in the WOHLD OuT
LOOK on page 13 of the July issue which states: 
"Despite the Solicitor General's statement on 
behalf of divinity students, the future for the 
seminarians--cspecially the seniors-in The 
Resistance remains uncertain. Churches are gen
erally not exactly excited about calling a min
ister who has a 'criminal record,' regardless of 
the motives behind the record." ... 

Few of them are pacifists, but they hold to 
the belief that moral values must be considered 
in the nation's policy of defense, a clarity of con
viction that many of our institutional religious 
organizations have been slow to match. 

It would seem that men like Jeremiah, Paul, 
Barnabas, Peter, etc., would not have the op
portunity to preach or serve one of the Churches 
of our day. But again when looking at the 
Churches of our day that seem to be doing 
more "following than leading" on the social is
sues of the day, I doubt that these men would 
be available to just preserve the status quo of 
the modern church. 

!\Ins. B. LoEwEN 
Brownwood, Texas 

EQUAL TIME REQUESTED 
After reading your July issue, in particular 

the article about the seminarians who are pro
testing the draft, I am wondering if you might 
in the future give "equal time" to what the 
chaplains are doing in Vietnam. 

As a Methodist chaplain's wife who is waiting 
and praying while my husband does his tour 
over there, I really would appreciate some at
tention given to the role of the military chaplain, 
who feels his "highest form of patriotism" to be 
with his men on the field of battle. 

I'm proud of my husband's choice of the 
chaplaincy as his career .... 

MHs. SALLIE MEIER 
Kingman, Arizona 

SUMMER CAMPS FOR CHATTANOOGA 
Camping was held for various groups during 

certain summer weeks. We were fortunate to 
receive financial help from our local Community 
Action Program to provide four of our camps for 
60 childien each. We had a short week of resi
dential camping for fifth and sixth graders, and 
the junior high boys and girls. We had two 
Day Camps, one for children of grades 1-6, and 
one for Girl Scouts, at Bethlehem Center. 

\Ve sponsored several other camps. Cub 
Scouts enjoyed a week of day camping. Brown
ies and Boy Scouts attended on scholarships 
from other agencies. 

Baseball and softball teams continued all 
summer. 

Vacation Bible Schools were held in both 
Bethlehem Center and Brock Wesley Center 
with 70 to 80 childien participating. Teen Age 
young people at Bethlehem held a Christian 
Adventure week, with 55 boys and girls. 

This summer we had 22 Neighborhood Youth 
Corps workers on the two Center staffs, and they 
did a good job. 

Mrs. J. B. Harris, Jr., Director, Methodist 
Neighborhood Centers, Inc. 1024 East Main 
St., Chattanooga, Tenn. 

KENTUCKY MOSAIC 
A church and community program, serving 

through a cooperative ministry, is one method 
of approach in Harlan and Letcher Counties in 

Kentucky. A Hural Work Advisory Committee 
was organized in 1961. 

The leaders here are engaged in a socio-reli
gious program, which is a mosaic of activities. 
\Ve will mention a few portions of this mosaic: 
purchase of a bus to make possible field trips by 
young people and other groups; the parsonage 
at Evarts is opened three evenings a week for 
young people to meet; the sharing by several 
churches of movies and films, training classes 
taught by pastors, for young people who wish to 
join the church; prayer groups; Spring Revivals; 
aid with a Church Census; united Sunday eve
ning services in Harlan with members of the 
Presbyterian Church and the Christian Church· 
Vacation Bible Schools with otl1er denomina'. 
lions; support for programs of tl1e Metl1odist 
Men; and aid witl1 the work camp projects at 
Yancey Church, Evarts Church playground, and 
Mary Helen parsonage. 

JENNIE FLOOD (Coordinator, Harlan 
Area, East Ky. Rural Work) 
Box 53, Harlan, Ky. 40831 

"HELEN KELLER AND 
THE FANTASTIC ODDS" 

We thought tl1e article on page 50 of tl1e 
July WonLD OUTLOOK, "Helen Keller and the 
Fantastic Odds" written by "E. W.'' a splendid 
one. \Ve think it most appropriate to share this 
with the students in our school, and with their 
parents and friends to whom our school maga
zine is circulated. We should like to have your 
permission to reprint this in our Florida Hera/cl. 

WM. J. McCLUHE, President 
Fla. School for the Deaf and the Blind 
St. Augustine, Fla. 32084 

AFFLUENCE IN BOLIVIA? 
During our furlough year we heard much 

about poverty and affluence. In the United States 
an annual income of three thousand dollars has 
been set as a dividing line between poverty and 
affiuence. 

\Vhere, then, do we place the Aymara Indian 
family of Bolivia? A family may have (more or 
less) an acre of land to farm with an ox and a 
wooden plow. Perhaps the family will have also 
a few sheep, a cow, a burro or llama. It is esti
mated that fifty to two hundied dollars may pass 
tl1rough coffers of tl1is family in a year. 

How will the members of our Aymara family 
make ends meet? Will tl1ey spend tl1eir money 
for cooking oil, salt, bread, or sugar? These 
items cannot be grown on their small plot of 
land. Will tl1ey use the money to buy pencils 
and paper so that the childien can go to school 
and be "free"? Or \viii they buy shoes and 
clothing and better shelter? What about medi
cines? The infant mortality in some communities 
is fifty percent. 

The Metl1odist church in Bolivia is growing. 
The Aymara Indians are especially open to the 
Gospel at tl1is time. 

DH. AND Mns. BILL MARSHALL (MM) 
Cajon 1409, La Paz, Bolivia 

HARD WORK NEEDED 
IN THE CONGO 

Much is being said tl1ese days about work in 
Africa. But we regret to say that there is little 
realization here that production helps to bring 
on stability. 

We have searched high and low for good 
workmen, but have found very few indeed. 
\Vorkmen will work ratl1er well for a day or so, 
then they will begin to slacken off, until tl1ey 
arc doing almost nothing. 

Thousands arc unemployed. Congo cannot go 
fonvard without hard work by all its people. 

GENE AND ~hLDRED LOVELL (MM) 
EMCC KINDU, B. P. 126 
Rep. Democratique du Congo 
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THE CH.URCH TRAP, by Arthur Herzog. 
New York, 1968: Macmillan, 177 pages, 
$4.95. 
Ecclesiastical pop sociology, which is in

creasingly good for a fast buck, consists gen
erally of candid quotes from distinguished 
churchmen, a smattering of garbled statistics 
about liberals and conservatives and the 
number of clergy leaving the church, and 
iighteous indignation at uniighteousness in 
the Church. 

Arthur Herzog is a well-known magazine 
writer and author. Among his qualifications 
as a sociologist and church authority are, ac
cording to the book jacket, that "he covered 
the Angolan revolution and lived in the 
jungle under fire" and that "he has been 
around the world hvice." In his book you can 
read all about how the churches are losing 
their members, how organized religion is on 
the way out, how ministers lose their pulpits 
over civil rights, how "the people are the 
opiate of religion," how the wall behveen 
church and state hardly exists, and much 
more. It is not recommended as bedtime 
reading for clergymen. 

There is something to be said about get
ting an outsider's view of the church's 
malaise, as in Pierre Berton's The Comforta
ble Pew. Herzog's book is more scatter shot 
than Berton's, but it is still of interest to 
Christians who would like a "secularist's" 
view of;. say, the New Forms of Mission. 
These 'experimental forms by "relevance
minded religionists," says Herzog, are part of 
the "desperate search to be contemporary." 
Obviously of hvo minds on the subject, 
Herzog spoofs "the go-go urge of modern 
religion" but says there is too little denomi
nationai money invested in it. (Consistency 
is not the book's forte.) 

One could complain about a number of 
things in this book: its gee-whiz approach 
to old material; its cliut;:;pah in trying to 
speak about all three religions in 177 pages, 
its assumption that the problems of Catholi
cism and Judaism can be seen best through 
"the Protestant focus"; its desire to shock 
which is matched only by its failure to do 
so. There are inaccuracies: St. Peter was not 
talking about the clergy but about all Chris
tians when he said, "You are a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own 
people." 

Nonetheless, there are some worthwhile 
chapters. The story of how a church in Elm
hurst, Illinois ("Onward, Christian Elm
hurst!") forced its minister out of his pulpit 
is powerfully told. It's the sad, familiar tale 
of the church and minister having different 
expectations about his ministry, especially 
over the question of civil rights. 

The chapter entitled "In the State We 
Trust" tackles the issue of tax-free church 
businesses and how the ordinary citizen ends 
up supporting religion whether he likes it or 
not. Herzog's final suggestion here-that 
everything but property for church sanctu
aries be taxed-is simplistic, but tl1ere cer
tainly needs to be some hard thinking on this 
question. One must ask if a "hard-line" on 
church-state separation is always to be pre-
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ferred. Is it better, for instance, that Church 
and government agencies cooperate in over
seas relief than that the hungry in India die 
while we duplicate efforts inefficiently and 
argue about the American constitution? 

The criticisms leveled by Herzog against 
tl1C Church have been raised before by such 
men as Harvey Cox, Gibson Winter, and 
PierTe Berton. Readers not already familiar 
witl1 these criticisms will find them con-
veniently in this one book. C.E.B. 

THE THEOLOGY OF HOPE, by Jurgen 
Moltmann. New York, 1967: Harper and 
Row, 342 pages, $8.50. 

This book is the major source for the new 
"Theology of Hope." The theme of hope in 
the future is often neglected in a time of con
fusion about religious values. 

In t11e development of the t11esis of hope, 
the author has systematically reviewed its 
implication for all aspects of Christian 
thought, including God, Jesus, the Church 
and its mission, history, and tl1e Bible. 

The book is particularly interesting in its 
discussion of hope as motivation in the 
Church's mission. Here it is noted tlmt the 
message of Christianity was early renewed 
by festivals which recalled the days of the 
past and the treasury of truth that was to be 
guarded and protected. Old Testament 
Judaism recounted the mighty acts of God 
in the past as a promise of God's faitl1fulness 
in the future. 

Moltmann's interpretation of the meaning 
of tl1e life and death and resurrection of 
Jesus is one that can be accepted by rational 
men. Briefly stated, the view eiqiressed is 
that the "risen Lord" revealed and identified 
himself by his spoken word, which was in 
continuity with his pre-crucifixion self. The 
appearances of the "risen" Lord were experi
enced by those involved as a call to service 
and missfon to the world, but not as a blissful 
reunion \vit11 a "divine" being that appeared. 
The call to service is the word of Jesus, now 
called the Lord, seen in the light of God's 
future for tl1e world. Here Jesus the man be
came Jesus the Lord as the founder of the 
congregation of his followers (the Church). 
When Jesus' history is seen as determined 
by the hope of the future, and his own con
sciousness of history takes tl1C form of a con
sciousness of mission, then the raising of 
Jesus from the dead as Christ the Lord can 
be called "historic." 

The author affirms that the titles or names 
given to Jesus are not to be interpreted as 
hard and fast designations which define who 
he is but instead open and flexible titles 
which announce in terms of promise what he 
will be. 

Thus the resurrection from the dead is not 
a case of natural reanimation or resuscita
tion of t11e body from the dead. The real 
meaning is that beyond the incident of 
bodily death, God will achieve his judgment 
and reveal his faithfulness. 

The Holy Spirit gives the power to suffer 
in participation in the mission of the Church 
and the love of Jesus. In this suffering the 
passion for the future life of freedom is also 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

This book is certainly worthy of serious 
study. BONNEAU P. MURPHY 

PHAYEH IN THE SECULAH CITY, by 
Douglas Rhymes. Philadelphia, 1968: 
\Vestminster Press; 140 pages (paper), 
$1.65. 
The autl1or of this volume is a clergyman 

of the Church of England, and director of 
Southwark Cathedral College for Training 
for Laymen. In these capacities he finds 
among laymen and ministers alike a baille
ment about prayer-as we have commonly 
understood it from New Testament days
and its place in the secular and urban so
ciety of our day. 

"I think there are three fundamental rea
sons which contribute directly to the pres
ent difficulties," he notes. "The first is the 
kind of age in which we live, its characteris
tics, and its ethos, which for various reasons 
strongly militate against considering prayer 
as a factor in altering events, and also make 
the kind of concentration that goes with 
prayer increasingly difficult. The second is 
tl1e confusion of the current debate about 
God. Prayer and faith are inseparable, and 
obviously the debate about the meaning of 
the word God will profoundly affect the 
prayer which is addressed to God, and much 
of the present-day theological thinking would 
make a definition of prayer as "talking to 
God" impossible. The third difficulty is the 
limitation we have placed upon the word 
prayer for ourselves as a constituting a spe
cial kind of activity at special times and in 
special places." 

The author then proceeds to examine each 
of these "difficulties" in some detail. He sug
gests new attitudes, new methods, and new 
meanings to prayer for our day. He views 
prayer as daily service-helping others ; 
daily acceptance-forgiveness as being able 
to live with oneself; and daily guidance-a 
daily and constant look at the choices before 
us. W.W.R. 

THE NEW AMERICAN ARTS, edited by 
Richard Kostclanctz. New York, 1967: 
Collier Books (Macmillan); 270 pages, 
$1.95. 
According to the historians of culture and 

of mt, each social upheaval is accompanied 
or followed by greater or lesser changes in 
the arts. Certainly all the arts in America 
were greatly changed in tl1e period following 
the Civil War; and the rapid social and 
economic pressures of World War I, the 
Great Depression, and World War II, plus 
the continuing Cold War, have been the 
backdrop against which we have seen every 
artistic media change as quickly and as 
radically in America. 

Author Richard Kostelanetz has gathered 
together in Tlw New American Arts essays 
that attempt to depict and explain the pur
poses behind much of the new forms (and 
new language) that have sprung up in re
cent years in every art field. He himself has 
written a provocative introduction and the 
chapters on the new fiction and the new 
theater. Other chapters and writers are: 
films, Harris Dienstfry; painting, Max Koz
loff; poetry, Jonothan Cott; dance, Jill John
son; music, Eric Salzman. 

Perhaps not every reader of the volume 
\viii be "converted" to the acceptance of 
these "modern artistic idioms"-but he will 
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at least realize (as many of us do not now) 
that in each field the new artists are trying 
to say something-and that most of it prob-
ably needs to be said. W.W.n. 

CONTEMPORARY PRAYERS FOR PUB
LIC WORSHIP, edited by Caryl l\fick
lem. Grand Rapids, Mich., 1967: William 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.; 141 pages, 
$3. 

In answer to the need for prayers in the 
language and imagery of the day, this vol
ume was originally compiled and published 
in England-principally for use in Con
gregational churches-by a group consisting 
of Anthony Coates, Job Gregory, Caryl 
Micklem, William Sewell, David Stapleton, 
Roger Tomes, and Brian Wren, with Dr. 
Eric Routley, of the University of Edin
burgh, as consultant. The prayers and ex
pressions of faith are taken from many mod
ern sources-and generally use "you" in 
place of "thou" in addressing the deity. 

The prayers have been well received in 
chmches throughout the English-speaking 
world and especially among the younger 
people. As one commentator says, "They are 
clean-cut, true to experience, and models of 
directness and verbal economy ... extremely 
stimulating." 

Part I of the book is rich in general ma
terial for use in the service of worship-or 
for private devotion: opening prayers, 
thanksgiving, confession, assurance, inter
cession, ascriptions of glory, closing prayers, 
blessings, etc. 

Part II is composed of sacraments and or
dinances-much of it in more modern 
speech than is the official church liturgy. 

Part III is new prayers for the Christian 
year and the holy days of the church. 

An appendix gives four "modern versions" 
or paraphases of the Lord's Prayer, one of 
which we quote here: 
"Om Father in heaven, 
May we honour here on earth 

Every sign of your presence, 
Every act of your rule, 
Every item of your plan, 

As it stands in heaven. 
Give us what we need each day, a day at a 

time: 
And forgive us our offences 

in the same measure as we forgive those 
who have wronged us. 

Do not bring us to a testing which is beyond 
our power to withstand. 

For you have the power, and the authority, 
And the glory is for ever yours." 

W.W.R. 

ON BECOMING HUMAN, by Ross Snyder. 
Nashville, 1967: Abingdon Press; 144 
pages, $1.95. 

The announced purpose of this book is to 
stir the reader to asking-and hopefully to 
be inspired to search for the answer to
such questions as : "\.Vlwt is it to be human?" 
"My one life 011 earth-what making of it 
can I bring off?" "What do I expect of life? 
What does it expect of me?" And the author 
does a good job of arousing and inspiring. 
"Discovering yourself and your life" is the 
explanatory sub-title of the book. 

"We all operate with many short-term life 

6 [ 474] 

goals," he notes. "But it is the large hunch
'lifc is in that direction rather than in these 
other clirections'-that we need. We need to 
find big enough goals that they are never 
finished; goals big enough that whatever 
happens, we can land on our own feet in any 
situation." 

The chapters are a statement of "what you 
are if you are a person." "For exploring, 
thinking, organizing one's self as a becom
ing-human, continues all through life. There 
is always more to understand, and to be. 
Events and inventions we never dreamed of 
come to us and set problems we have never 
solved. We keep working at it-and there
fore stay alive.'' 

The book should inspire the reader to 
reach towards and attain new and never end
ing goals in, and with, and for his life. 

Ross Snyder has a unique and expressive 
way with words-a way that makes the book 
"hard to lay down," and that is especially 
appealing to young people. He is professor 
of Christian education at Chicago Theologi-
cal Seminary. W.W.R. 

CHANGE IN THE SMALL COMMUNITY, 
edited by William J. Gore and Leroy C. 
Hoddop. New York 1967: Friendship 
Press; 222 pages, $2.50. 

PROTESTANT PARISH, by Earl D. C. 
Brewer, Theodore H. Runyon, Jr., Bar
bara B. Pittard, and Harold W. Mc
Swain. Atlanta, Ga., 1967: Communica
tive Arts Press ( 159 Forrest Ave., N.E., 
Atlanta); 129 pages. 

For at least half a century, Protestant mis
sionary agencies (especially in America) 
have rightly been concerned with what is 
happening to people in both the cities and 
larger towns and in the countryside and rural 
villages. They have been concerned prin
cipally with the conditions that have 
changed the impact of the churches upon 
the people-the decline in rural farming 
population, the rapid increa.~e in urban pop
ulation, mostly from people crowding in 
from the countryside, seeking better eco
nomic opportunities. 

During the same decades, the sociologists 
and some other specialists in the universities 
of the land have been reaching out in re
search and in surveys to find how changes in 
city life and changes in some rural areas 
have affected the quality of living among 
large segments of the population . 

But somehow the missionary-minded and 
the socially scientific people of the uni
versities seldom seemed to be approaching 
conclusions on the same beam. 

In recent years, however, there seems to 
be more of a coming together of tl1e related 
disciplines: the church people have en
listed the concern of the university scholars 
-and the latter are researching and survey
ing close to the heart of the missionary en
terprise. They are, however, still quite far 
apart in the use of a language (or lingo) 
common to both church-missionary official
dom and the equally obtuse and dull verbi
age of the graduate schools. 

The two studies represented by these two 
volumes well represent both the change and 
needs noted above. Clwnge in the Small 

Community is a book in which five authors 
make contributions toward a total under
standing of recent changes in what "home 
missionary agencies" J..-now variously as the 
small community, the rural community, the 
town and country communities. The authors 
represent the best thinking in the fields of 
anthropology, economics, political science, 
psychology, and sociology. 

Protestant Parish is a case study of urban 
and rural parish patterns. This study project 
was sponsored by the National Division of 
the Board of Missions of The Methodist 
Church through the Religious Research Cen
ter of tl1e Candler School of Theology. 

Chapter I is probably the most interesting 
and helpful in Protestant Parish: for here 
two widely differing churches are surveyed 
in detail. Here are demonstrated reasons why 
and how the officiary of any church can and 
should examine itself, or survey itself-de
termine where it is going and wants to go, 
and whether or not the present processes 
and procedures are getting towards its goal 
of "reaching its people." W.W.R. 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH IN 
THE WORLD, by John A. Bailey. London, 
Eng., 1967: Oxford University Press; 125 
pages, $1.20. 

Mr. Bailey-a former m1ss10nary in 
Kenya, now teaching at the University of 
Michigan-believes that all Christians have 
an obligation to serve and to minister; but he 
finds many false ideas prevalent among lay
men (who are the basic witnesses), and he 
attempts, in laymen's language, to resolve 
some of these misunderstandings. The result 
is a readable and highly informative volume, 
equally useful and helpful to minister and 
layman. 

In his introduction, Mr. Bailey notes: 
"Yet, just because we have had this vision, 
the ministry of the Church in the world is a 
problem to us. The Church, as we must ad
mit if we are honest, is a problem. Too often 
it is exclusive, not really concerned about 
those outside it, about the world. Too often 
the Church is afraid of the world, defensive 
in attitude to it. Too seldom is the Church 
like Christ, whose body the Church is. And 
as for the world, too often it is self-indulgent, 
forgetful of God and of the Church. Too 
often it makes us in the Church feel it has 
forgotten us. The purpose of this book is to 
examine what the Bible has to say on the 
matter of the ministry of the Church in the 
world. It is hoped that, by looking not at tl1e 
Church alone or tl1e world alone, but at both 
together in the terms of the Church's minis
try, we may learn more about them both, 
may gain a few insights into what the 
Church is and the world is, and how the 
Church may serve the world. This is a 
promising task because we plan to turn lo 
the Bible for guidance. \Vherever men do so, 
wherever they let the Bible break through 
their habits of thought and life, and speak 
to them, they are helped.'' 

Mr. Railey, in succeeding chapters, con
siders: the world; man; Jesus Christ and 
the miracles he performed; man in Christ; 
the Cluistian in the world; the end of the 
world-the Christian view of the future; the 
clanger of religion. \V.W.R. 
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EDITORIALS 

When the Earth Shakes 
From the perspective of the 

deliganan~the villagers-of the 
Khurasan province in northeastern 
Iran, the outlook on the world has 
rarely been better than bleak. The 
climate of the high plateau is given to 
extremes of cold and heat; the pleas-

' ant seasons of fall and spring are 
mercilessly short. The land is inhos
pitable, and where the sands of the 
Dasht-i-Kavir have encroached upon 

1 the villages life itself has become pre
carious. Khurasan is the birthplace of 
Omar Khayyam, and the inhabitants 
of the "wilderness" area still find their 
pleasures in human companionship, a 
little wine and much poetry, for there 
is little else. 

The harsh climate, the inhospitable 
land, and the proneness of the area to 
earthquakes have made the Persians 
sensitive to the tenuousness and frail
ty of human life. As a result, Iran ranks 
second only to India in the area of 
religious creativity. 

Far ·from being the "barbarians" 
said to have opposed the ancient 
Greeks, Persians were one of the few 
people in the ancient world to have 
an enlightened religious toleration. 
Ever since Cyrus freed the Jews (and 
was called by Second Isaiah God's 
"anointed") , Persia has been a haven 
for refugees. Nestorian Christianity, 
which believed that Christians should 
not lose sight of the humanity of Jesus 
and the necessity of evangelism, early 
found a home in Persia. Armenian 
Christians fleeing the Turkish mas
sacres in World War I and Jews flee
ing Iraq in 1948 are among recent 
groups to have found new life on the 
Persian plateau. 

Iran has produced Mithraism, 
Manicheanism, Zoroastrianism, Shiism 
(the second largest Islamic group), 
Bahaism, Babfrm, and numerous 
smaller sects. It is also the center of 
the mystical movement in Islam 
known as Sufism. It is not by accident 
that there is in most of these faiths a 
strong emphasis on apocalypse, the 
end of the world. Biblical scholars 
agree that the apocalyptic sections in 
the Bible-such as Daniel, Ezekiel, 
Isaiah 24-27, and Revelation-and 
many books in the Apocrypha owe 
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much to a Persian influence. 
Discussions of the power of light 

and the power of darkness, of oppos
ing forces of good and evil and of im
minent apocalypse are perhaps more 
credible in a land of climatic extremes, 
or where the world can cave in as the 
earth shakes and trembles. The theo
logical problem of how a just and all
powerful God can permit injustice and 
suffering is more easily explained if a 
force for evil can be accountable. An
other response is to say, after all, "God 
willed it." 

Church and international agencies, 
including UMCOR through Church 
'World Service, are already in coopera
tion with the Iranian government in 
relief efforts. Yet as the bereaved vil
lagers weep for the more than 18,000 
dead, and as the 100,000 homeless at
tempt to find shelter for the winter, we 
raise the questions as old as Job, and 
pray that God's berakat, his blessing, 
may somehow lighten man's grief. 

Human Rights Versus 
the Tank and the Club 

October is of special significance to 
church supporters of the United Na
tions since it is during that month that 
United Nations Day is celebrated. 
This year is of special significance 
since it has been designated by the 
United Nations as the International 
Year for Human Rights. 

For an editorialist, however, ce1tain 
problems arise. While he is sitting 
down to extol human rights in the 
abstract, he cannot help noticing 
that human rights in the concrete have 
been having a pretty rough time of it 
lately. 

The prime example of this has been 
the Soviet occupation of Czechoslova
kia. If there was any development 
which had raised hope around the 
world that a happier and freer day 
might be possible in our present 
world, it was the Czech experiment 
in "humanistic socialism," to use the 
Czech term. Vilem Schneeberger de
scribes in tl1is issue the hopes of Chris
tians in that nation, but certainly the 
hopes extended beyond their borders 
to all who hope for an end to fear and 
rigidity in the world. Now, those 
hopes have been brutally crushed by 
the frightened, faceless bureaucrats of 
Eastern Europe. The Czechs have won 
the admiration of the world with their 

combination of firm defense of their 
ideals and refusal to give the Rus
sians provocation for even more com
plete takeover. We wish them success 
in their continuing struggle to show 
that the idea is superior to the tank; it 
is the struggle of all free men. 

In Czechoslovakia, the populace is 
at least clear about the identity of the 
enemy. The reaction of many people 
in this country to the brutal behavior 
of the Chicago police during the 
Democratic Convention is more dis
quieting. Dislike of the language, ap
pearance and philosophy of some of 
the demonstrators have led many peo
ple to uphold the indefensible conduct 
of policemen who beat up those dem
onstrators along with anybody else 
who happened to be around at the 
time. Anyone who does not under
stand that different standards are re
quired of trained, armed men acting in 
the name of the community than of 
civilians (even obnoxious ones) and 
who is willing to delegate to the police 
the power to decide whom to attack 
and under what circumstances has al
ready abandoned democracy and the 
rule of law, no matter what their 
rhetoric about "law and order." In this 
case, it is not enough simply to blame 
the police force . They did not "overre
act"; they were encouraged and al
most ordered to overreact. The people 
who applaud this action invite the 
police state; the Czechs, having had 
one, do not make that mistake. 

The list might be expanded. The 
Vietnamese peasant, still dying while 
the frozen talks drag on in Paris, can 
hardly celebrate the triumph of hu
man rights. Nigeria-Biafra, South Af
rica, China-the list can be extended 
almost indefinitely. There are times 
when it seems that any idea of prog
ress can only be the negative one of 
progress backward. 

And yet, that is not all there is to 
say on the subject. The Christian hope 
has always emphasized both sin and 
redemption. The sense of revulsion we 
feel about the Czech tragedy, the out
cry against the Vietnam War and the 
Chicago brutality, these are signs that 
mankind is not complacent about 
human rights. Our celebration of 
human rights must be a rededication 
to the struggle for their achievement. 
God knows, help is needed in that 
struggle. 
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What are Christian •responsibilities 
in the midst of political division? 
A Christian church in East Berlin. 
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One day when Jesus was still in his 
twenties he returned to his home village 
of Nazareth and announced what he 
called "the acceptable year of the Lord." 

He said he had come to fight for lm
man rights, to announce the release of 
captives, to insist on medicare for the 
sick, and to set free the enslaved. 

For the year 1968 the United Nations 
General Assembly has issued a similar 
call. It has proclaimed the acceptable 
year of the human race. The official name 
is "International Year for Human Rights." 

It is an anniversary celebration. 
Twenty years ago the leaders of the 
world, reacting to the barbarism of the 
second world war, adopted and passed in 
the United Nations General Assembly 
the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. It was signed on December 10, 
1948. 

The twentieth anniversary of that 
event is, however, meant to be more than 
a celebration. It is intended to reaffirm 
that declaration, to reconsider its impli
cations, to broaden and at the same time 
to make specific its interpretations, and 
to act upon its intentions. 

In launching this International Year 
for Human Rights in Canada last De
cember, Prime Minister Pearson said that 
both the federal and provincial govern
ments were confronted by an unusual 
opportunity "to establish new and wider 
dimensions of human rights" within that 
country. 

It is this relationship which is of pri
mary concern today. And as we consider 
the connection behveen Christian respon
sibility and human rights a number of 
important considerations or conclusions 
come to mind. 

The Biblical Source 
First of all is the obvious theological 

fact that the Christian faith at its source 
is loaded with concern for the rights of 
others. 

The source, of course, is Jesus. He de
fined His mission largely in terms of lm
man liberation. The key text is His se
lected passage from Isaiah, read in the 
synagogue in Nazareth as reported by 

"Millions of poor, 
illiterate, wronged, 
sick, imprisoned, and 
enslaved people have 
throughout history 
had no proper rep
resentation." 

"The persecution of 
the church is a sad 
chapter in history, but 
the persecution by the 
church is sadder still." 

Luke. V1'e might say it represents His pro
gram for action in favor of "justice" 
against "robbery and wrong" (Isaiah 
61 :8), and includes among other things: 

good news to the poor; 
release to the captives; 
sight to the blind; 
liberty for the oppressed (Isaiah 61: 
1-2, Luke 4:18). 
Jesus not only accepted and pursued 

this mission for himself, but He also in
terpreted the faith for others to mean 
concern for their brothers. There is 
hardly a page in the gospels where rights 
and righteousness are not commended, 
and abused privileges are not condemned 
and judged. In the one chapter of Luke 
18, for instance, we find encouragement 
of the following: 

the legal vindication of those wrongly 
accused, particularly widows; 

the social acceptance of the repentant 
outcasts; 

adult protection of all the rights of in
fants; 

the radical alleviation of poverty by 
the rich; 

the selection for special assistance of 
those hopelessly aillicted. 

Indeed, Jesus not only encouraged 
such concern but He made it the measure 
of a meaningful life. We hear Him saying 
at the final judgment: "Come, all ye 
blessed of the Father, all ye winners of 
the gold medal and the order of the 
kingdom ... you are the ones who were 
concerned about ... 

the rights of the hungry and the 
thirsty; 

the rights of the refugee and the emi-
grant; 

the rights of the poor and the naked; 
the rights of the sick, of the impris
oned; 
the rights of the least of these ... " 
Not only Matthew 25, as paraphrased 

above, but the entire gospel suggests 
that the believer is fully prepared to 
forego his own rights and privileges as 
long as those of others less fortunate are 
advanced. 

As Jesus minimized his equality with 
God and as an innocent accepted a death 
sentence in order that others might live, 
so His followers are known by their ser
vanthood and by the placing of the inter
ests of others before their own. 
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I This definition of the mission of Jesus 
and His followers reminds us, as a sec
ond consideration, that frequently in his
tory the Christian church has indeed 
been without rights and privileges. 

In the long, hard struggle of minorities 
for recognition, rights, and security, the 
Christian church has voluntarily often 
been in last place. The history of the 
church is too long a story to review here, 
but the persecutions and insecurities of 
the early years are known to us from the 
Book of Acts. 

Several thousand martyrdoms of the 
sixteenth century are reported in the 
Maityr's Mirror. In the summer of 1967 
Pastor Hans Rufenacht of the Emmental 
in Switzerland took a group of us to see 
Schlosz Trachselwald, less than fifty 
miles from the Bienenberg. In this castle, 
scores of our courageous forefathers were 
incarcerated. They suffered, chained in 

1 unheated cells, despised by their country
men, in the days when the rays of reli
gious liberty had not yet brightened the 
deep, dark valleys of Swiss intolerance. 

Yes, the Christian church l'11ows what 
it means not to have even average rights, 
privileges, and securities. She bears on 
her body the marks of intolerance. And 
for that.reason alone, one would think, 
she, of all minorities, would have under
standing and empathy for other mis
treated minorities. 

The Christian Church With Rights 
This bads us to the third point, namely 

this, that while we have often endured 
abuses with patience we have also been 
geniuses in working out rights and privi
leges for the church. 

The record of one small denomination, 
the Mennonites, is really quite marvel
ous, for their leaders have lobbied suc
cessfully for special privileges in Russia, 
in the United States, in Canada, in 
Mexico, in Paraguay, in Bolivia, in British 
Honduras, and in other parts of the 
world. 

The Priuilegium worked out in Russia 

"The brutal violation 
of human rights in 
the twentieth century 
may yet surpass any· 
thing that history 
has yet recorded." 

nearly two centuries ago is particularly 
fascinating. The twenty articles of this 
document contained, among other things, 
a guarantee of religious freedom and ex
emption from military service "for all 
times" or for "eternal ages." 

That eternity didn't even last a cen
tury. But ever since Czar Paul I signed 
the charter of Mennonite rights in 1800, 
the word "Privilegium" has been an in
dispensable part of their vocabulary. 

The story of the rest of western Chris
tendom is very similar, varying only in 
the details. Taking all our efforts to
gether, we have worked out a long list of 
privileges and recognitions, including: 

the legal protection of the Lord's Day; 
the reduction of rail fares for clergy, as 

well as other discounts; 
tax exemptions for church properties; 
tax support for some church programs; 
the power to officiate at marriages, and 
many others. 
As a matter of fact, our gain, and re

tention, of privileges have for us been so 
natural, so important that in their pursuit 
we have never allowed the concern for 
the separation of church and state to 
hinder us. Only when the rights and 
privileges of other minorities were at 
stake did we interpret separation to mean 
non-involvement and not speaking up for 
others. 

Those \Vho Were Forgotten 
We must note, therefore, as a fourth 

conclusion, that once privileges and 
status had been obtained, the under
privileged and those without status were 
often forgotten. 

In this the church has been no different 
than the rest of society, of course, for the 
rich rarely surrender their wealth, the 
strong rarely give up their power, the 
famous rarely risk their reputations, and 
the privileged rarely stoop down to the 
underprivileged. 

The privileged very easily become the 
fat of the land, or, as Pierre Berton de
scribed them in his new hook, "The Smug 
Minority." He says, the "march of social 
progress is like a long and straggling 
parade, with the seers and prophets at its 
head and a smug minority bringing up 
the rear.'' 

Again, Russian history provides us 
with rich illustrations of how people of 
privilege failed to understand and em
pathize for the underprivileged. 

In the era of the great reforms, exactly 
one century ago, when land and privilege 
were to be shared with the masses, the 
landed gentry and the landed church 
negotiated with the tsar how even the re
forms might serve to maximize their 
privileged status. And they were in fact 
able to work out a good deal. They lost 
serfs and some land, to be sure, but they 

"There is nothing in 
the world that can stop 
injustice from eventu
ally being requited." 

got millions of rubles, and cheap labor 
besides, in return. 

As for the people of the Privilegium, at 
the very time when privilege was being 
extended to the masses they saw their 
own privileges threatened and 18,000 of 
the Mennonites left for North America. 

So the church, though often without 
rights herself, has nonetheless seen fit to 
deny others their rights, to engage in 
persecution, and to foster wars of reli
gion. 

The first chapter of A Canadian 
Charter of Human Rights suggests that 
the church of the sixteenth century made 
a major contribution to "protection of re
ligious belief." At least this is how Walter 
Klaassen of Conrad Grebel College un
derstood the fifth paragraph, and he 
wrote to the Toronto Globe and Mail to 
set the unhappy record straight. The 
published letter (February 6, 1968) said: 

"Neither Catholicism nor Protestantism 
can claim any laurels on the religious 
liberty issue during the Reformation 
era. . . The incontrovertible fact is 
that neither Luther nor Calvin had any 
time for religious freedom and both 
amply demonstrated it by persecuting 
any who disagreed \vith them. The 
same holds true for Anglicanism. The 
people in the Reformation era who con
cerned themselves with religious free
dom were humanists like Sebastian 
Castellio, heretics such as Michael 
Servetus, and those maligned ecclesi
astical outlaws, the Anabaptists." 
The persecution of the church is a sad 

chapter in history, but the persecution by 
the church is sadder still. The former, 
Jesus told His followers to expect, the lat
ter He told them to avoid, as He in
structed them to love those who per
secuted them. 

How Can They Obtain Rights? 
A fifth consideration is, therefore, re

lated to the question of how the under
privileged are to obtain their rights, if the 
privileged don't lead the way on their 
behalf. 

Surely, the biggest handicap of the 
underprivileged is not that they have few 
rights, but that they have few ways of 
making their petitions l11own and their 
voices heard. 
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Human Rights and 
Christtart Respo1zs1/Ji!ities 

In a sense they may be compared to 
the paralytic, who for thirty-eight years 
was near the pool of healing. Sadly he 
told Jesus: "Sir, every time I am just 
about ready to step into that pool and be 
healed, someone gets in ahead of me. I 
haven't got anyhody who will help me in" 
(John 5:1-9). As soon as someone ap
peared on the scene willing to represent 
him and lobby for him, he was healed. 

Millions of poor, illiterate, wronged, 
sick, imprisoned, and enslaved people 
have throughout history had no proper 
representation. They could not, cannot, 
speak for themselves and be heard, and 
there was no one to speak for them. 

We should not be surprised that the 
serfs have turned to uprisings, the hungry 
to rioting, the workers to striking, the 
segregated to burning, and the colonized 
to guerrilla fighting. 

Yet, when this happened and when it 
happens, the privileged tend to call for 
more firepower at home and abroad, 
more cops and more bullets, saying, 
"Fore~. is the only language they under
stand. 

There comes a point when this may be 
true, but it is truer still that historically 
force has been about the only language 
that the privileged would hear. It seems 
to be the only language that they under
stand. 

Like the rich man in Jesus' story, they 
don't hear until they find themselves in 
hell, or, as in Russia, surrounded by the 
fires of revolution, or, as in American 
cities, by the noise of gun-fire in the 
streets. Even the bang of Detroit wasn't 
loud enough last summer for Congress to 
vote in the forty million-dollar rat con
trol bill on the first round. 

This is what the Black Power move
ment is all about: the underprivileged 
Negro's only way to challenge White 
Power. He has come to the conclusion 
that \Vhitey understands only power and 
force and ''bum, baby, bum." 

Many Shocking Abuses 
A further analysis of our theme must, 

in the sixth place, be a reminder that 
there are many shocking abuses of human 
rights in our time. 

One hardly knows where to begin with 
the enumeration. Shall we begin with the 
Soviet Union, which is suppressing a 
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growing freedom movement by jailing 
ministers and writers? 

Or shall we start with Canada, where 
all the talk in centennial year, and since, 
about the two founding peoples (French 
and English) must surely have been the 
gravest of insults to the other two found
ing peoples (Eskimos and Indians), who 
first proved that the Canadian environ
ment was worthwhile for human habitat, 
and whose rights have been abused in so 
many, many ways? 

We on the North American continent 
have prided ourselves as champions of 
freedom and human rights, but neither 
Canada nor the United States has ratified 
and signed all the nineteen conventions 
of human rights established internation
ally since 1948. 

As a matter of fact, the United States 
has ratified only the Slavery Convention 
and signed only three of the others, a 
record much worse than that of the 
USSR. Colin Legum of the London Ob
server Service claims that this reluctance 
to ratify conventions is due to the fear 
that ratification will give outsiders the 
right to interfere in its treatment of Ne
groes. 

And as one surveys the situation from 
country to country one finds that the 
story has no end. A number of years ago 
Greece signed the European Convention 
of Human Rights which expressly states 
that "no one shall be subject to torture or 
to inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment." 

Yet in the last few months, prisoners 
of the Greek military regime have been 
tortured in a way that made a doctor ex
plain after examining someone who had 
been interrogated by security officers: 
"\Ve have surpassed our medieval fore
fathers." 

Indeed, we have. The brutal violation 
of human rights in the twentieth century 
may yet surpass anything that history has 
yet recorded, if it hasn't already hap
pened. 

Privileges Must Be Shared 
This brings us to the final point, which 

says that unless privileges are shared 
they will be lost. This is what the Scrip
tures call judgment. 

This truth is no supernatural revelation 
of prophetic insight, however, at least not 

anymore. It has been demonstrated so 
many times in history, that we should, 
even apart from the Scriptures, have 
recognized it as natural law. 

Some have recognized it. I am thinking 
particularly of an Oberscliulze (mayor) 
of a German religious colony in Paraguay 
who spent several months in North Amer
ica recently to solicit loans for long-term 
development in that southern country. 
He knows that his people were accepted 
into the country with special privileges. 
He also 1.'!lows that these privileges will 
have to be shared if they are not to be 
lost. 

Alfred Fast has the right spirit and the 
right vision. There is a question though 
whether he will be able to make it known 
without having both himself and the idea 
rejected. In any event, he will have 
planted a seed which should someday 
bear fruit. 

'What is true in faraway Paraguay is 
true in the world. Unless there is more 
generous sharing, indeed even a surrender 
of our wealth, power, privilege, and rights 
for the sake of the have-nots, we will lose 
them. 

No tariffs, no walls, no fences, no anti
ballistic systems, no espionage networks 
will prevent us from losing. There is noth
ing in the world that can stop injustice 
from eventually being requited. No cities 
are secure and no embassies are safe, not 
even those with impenetrable walls 
around them. 

Conclusion 
The obvious conclusion is that the In

ternational Year for Human Rights is a 
call to all of us to come down from the 
mountains of privilege to the valleys of 
neglect, to speak and act for righteous· 
ness and justice. 

Charity alone is not enough. The Lord 
and the world's peoples want not sacri
fices and handouts, but obedience on our 
part and justice for them. 

l\fost of us westerners are part of the 
privileged society. For all this means an 
extra obligation. As Gerald Johnson has 
said: "No man was ever endowed with a 
right without being at the same time 
saddled with a responsibility." 

This is why the year of human rights is 
a year of Christian responsibility. 
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SILENT to the 
BY RUSSELL E. BROWN 

Russell Broivn is witlz the American Bap
tist Foreign Mission Societies. 

The rnins of Pagan contain one of the largest concentrations 
of pagodas in a!l Burma. They were erected over a period of twelve
centuries (A.D. 108-1248). The Ananda Pagoda, still a place of worship, 
is one of the most elaborate and was built in A.D.1091. 
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BURMA: SILENT TO THE WORLD 

"Come to Burma again; we hope next 
time you will stay longer." There seems 
to be nothing unusual about this farewell 
statement from the pleasant customs of
ficial at Rangoon's Mingaladon airport. 
But both the official and the departing 
American :know that this invitation can
not be accepted. By present regulations 
the visitor is not pem1itted more than a 
twenty-four hour transit visa. 

'Why are foreigners not welcome at the 
present time to Burma's golden slwre? 
The answer to this question is bound up 
with events that go back perhaps a lmn
dred years. For an unraveling of the past 
is going on in Burma today, and a quiet 
revolution, as some patterns that began 
with her colonial period are being swept 
away and new structures attempted. 

British Take Over 
Rangoon means "end of strife," and the 

end of one period of strife came in 1852 
when lower Burma was annexed to India. 
This was the second stage of British ad
vance in Burma. The first had been in 
1826. A third stage came in 1886, ending 
the Burmese monarchy and bringing the 
rest of Burma under British rule. 

Rangoon became largely a British, In
dian and Chinese settlement, with such 
names as Fytche Square, Montgomery 
and Dalhousie Streets, and Godwin 
Road. The shops were mostly Chinese 
and Indian. Members of the Indian Civil 
Service were available to run the post of
fice, develop the railroad, and handle the 
government clerical posts. The Burma 
army was recruited from the country's 
minority racial groups: the Kachin Rifles, 
the Chin Regiment, and the Karens, who 
made good officers. The British built cot
ton mills and railroads, developed the oil 
fields and the mines, and made Burma 
the greatest teakwood and rice exporting 
country in Asia. 

But the Burmans, the majority racial 
group of the land, found themselves dis
possessed: their royal family gone; their 
political power at an end; and their Bud
dhist religion which had been linked to 
tl1e throne, facing decline, its discipline 
overruled by tl1e hand of the secular 
colonial government. 

Resentment led youthful Burman lead
ers to welcome the Japanese "liberators" 
of World War II as a means of driving 
out the British. "Liberation" under Japan, 
however, quickly proved fraudulent, and 
Burma welcomed the Allied reoccupation 
in 1945. 

After World War II 
With the end of World War II, the 
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British hoped for a five-year rebuilding 
period leading to independence. But the 
pressure was for immediate action, and 
so it came, on January 4, 1948, to a land 
still scarred with bomb craters, ruined 
buildings, and hastily patched-up roads. 

The Burman leaders who had been 
giving their attention to political action, 
were now faced with heavy responsibili
ties for trade and banking, taxation and 
industrial development, and programs of 
social welfare. 

Plans were made in the early 1950's for 
economic development and the starting 
of new industries. Burma had not elected 
to remain within the British Common
wealth, but did join the United Nations, 
and in 1950 signed a technical aid agree
ment with the United States. However, in 
1953, the government announced that it 
would decline further U.S. Government 
aid. An important reason for this reversal 
was Burma's unhappiness over the entry 
of more than two brigades of Chinese 
Nationalist refugee troups across its 
nothern border from Yunan Province. 
Since, in this area, Burma shares a com
mon boundary \vith Communist China, 
she watched anxiously as the Chinese 
moved into Tibet, knowing that at any 
time the Red troops could also enter 
Burma, and that the presence of some of 
Chiang Kai-shek's forces offered a good 
excuse for doing so. For Burma to receive 
aid from the United States while our na
tion was also supporting Chiang Kai-shek 
in Taiwan, seemed to deny Burma ilie 
position of neutrality which she felt 
necessary to maintain. 

The Military Junta 
In 1958, concerned lest mounting po

litical rivalries open the way for Burma 
Communists to seize power, General Ne 
Win, head of the army, assumed leader
ship of the country and replaced Parlia
ment with rule by a military junta. In 
1960 the government was returned to 
civilian control. U Nu, highly esteemed 
for his personal warmth, integrity, and 
religious sensitivity, was re-elected Pre
mier. However, strife between political 
factions continued to hamper govern
ment administration. In 1962 General Ne 
Win again took control of the country, 
disbanding Parliament and establishing a 
ruling group which he called the Burma 
Revolutionary Council. 

The new development plan for the 
country was called "The Burmese Way to 
Socialism." As a first step the Revolution
ary Council attempted to improve the na
tion's finances, building up dollar and 
sterling reserves by cutting down imports 

and overseas travel by Burmese people. 
Steps were taken to nationalize more in
dustries. It was felt that government 
ownership would provide for a more 
equal distribution of goods and control of 
prices. Foreign firms and banks were 
closed or taken over by government. 

Further steps brought the termination 
of contracts for foreign teachers at the 
government university and the closing of 
the British Council and United States 
Information Service libraries. Because 
some foreign doctors had developed lu
crative medical clinics, all foreign doctors 
were barred from practice. 

Along with the nationalization of busi
ness came plans to take over private 
schools and hospitals. In both Catholic 
and Protestant communities there had 
been a sizable and highly respected pro
gram of medical and educational work. 
The Protestant schools, hospitals, and 
churches were mostly administered and 
staffed by national leadership and so 
were under the control of the national 
church, railier than foreign mission 
bodies. The Catholic institutions and 
churches had a larger proportion of for
eign staff and administration. For them 
nationalization brought a more radical 
change. 

All Missionaries Leave 
Then came the government ruling that 

missionary personnel would become sub
ject to the policy which terminated the 
employment of foreigners . Religious 
groups received word that stay permits 
for their missionaries were scheduled for 
cancellation by the end of April, 1966. 
At this time there were in the country 
probably less than seventy-five non
Roman Catholic missionaries. There were 
several hundred foreign staff in the Cath
olic missions. Permission was given for a 
few parish priests to stay on, since there 
would othenvise be no replacements for 
their work. 

Why was it necessary to send away 
missionaries who supposedly do not rep
resent a political or economic power 
bloc? It is possible that tl1ere was pres
sure from Buddhist clergy who felt that 
the Christian church in Burma depended 
heavily on western funds and personnel. 

Also, since a large number of the mis
sionaries had served in medical, educa
tional work, and social services, now 
largely nationalized, it would be best to 
have them out of the country, and the 
easiest way to do this would be to expel 
all missionaries. It might have been felt 
that the missionary would be unsym
pathetic to the present government, and, 
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In Southeast Asia, privacy is a luxury and at times water is scarce. 
On the outskirts of Rangoon near tlie new Tliaketa Bridge, 
a man is dousing himself with water. After his shower, he will modestly 
replace the wet longyi with a clean dry one. 
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The people of Burma still get along very well without clwirs. 
"'hen they meet, they just squat down and lwvc their conversation 
right on the main streets of Rangoon. 

A convenient method of transpo1tatio11 in the cities of Burma is the 
"samlor." It is a regular bicycle with a narrow side-car 
attached, in which the passenger sits. It is cheap, but one should 
altcays arrange the price bcforclwnd, and make certain you agree on 
your destination. 

consciously or unconsciously, would have 
a negative influence. But there was the 
polite explanation given by a Burman 
who said, "When you're cleaning the 
house, you don't like to be entertaining 
guests at the same time." 

The general mood of Burma seems to 
be an unfortunate turning inward. As one 
of the mature churches of Asia, the voices 
of Burmese Christians in international 
conferences are deeply missed. 

The Church Is Growing 
vVithin the nation, however, the church 

is showing stability and growth. The uni
versity Christian youth program con
tiimes to be active and the theological 
schools have a higher enrollment than 
ever. Christians seem to be living out the 
words of the Burmese woman who said, 
"Our missionaries are no longer with us; 
everyone must be a missionary now." 

One returned missionary states that 
today the Burma church will undoubted
ly undergo a purifying experience. Pre
viously society was segmented so that 
one grew up in the Hindu community, 
the Buddhist community, or the Christian 
community. In the secularized order to
day, old community ties will no longer 
bind people, and one's way of life will 
be determined by a real choice. There 
will be no place for nominal Christians. 

It is estimated that the Christian con
stituency numbers close to one million in 
a population of about twenty-four mil
lion, the non-Roman churches account-

I: 
I 

ing for about four-fifths of the Christian 
group. The strongest churches are among 
the tribal peoples of the hills who came 
out of animist background and received 
their written language through the mis
sionary. 

Among the Burmans, who are the 
racial majority (seventy-five percent of 
the population) the cultural heritage of 
Buddhism has been strong and therefore 
Christianity has not made rapid progress. 

The Burma Christian Council is the 
agency which coordinates Christian ef
forts in programs of literacy, religious 
education, relief work, and social services. / 
The Vatican II Council meetings paved 
the way for exchanges between Burma's . I 
Catholics and Protestants that have in
cluded joint choral programs, and some 
time ago it was reported that students 
in the Catholic seminary were taking 
speech classes at the Protestant Burma 
Divinity School nearby. 

It Can Stand on Its Own Feet 
Can the Burma church stand on its 

own feet? "Of course it can," says Bill 
Hackett, a second-generation missionary, 
born in Burma. After Bill got back to the 
States in 1966, the first letter he received 
from the Burmese director of the rural 
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farm center where he had worked, told 
of the sadness of the people in parting 
with their missionaries. The second letter 
told of the proble)ns being faced in the 
coming farm season. The third letter told 
with enthusiasm of how the problems 
were being solved and of plans to raise 
seed crops because of the shortage of 
vegetable seeds in the area. Said Bill, 
"These people are learning that they can 
carry the load without the missionary. 
They have the background and training, 
and they will grow quickly in self-con
fidence." 

What do the missionaries wish might 
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Many people in B11rma, especially aro11nd Rangoon, still live in 
makeshift ho11ses. During the rainy season, the land aro11nd them may 
be under water. Ho11ses, patlis and roads are raised at 
least two feet above the gro11nd. 

have been accomplished before they left 
Burma? "We wish there might have been 
professors for the theological seminary 
trained to the doctoral level,'' said an 
educational missionary. "The present 
church leadership is dedicated and able. 
We just wish there were more of them." 
There is no question about it. The Burma 
church is rooted and with a deep sense of 
Christian mission. 

Perhaps the reopening of Burma's 
doors must await a time of greater peace 
and stability in Southeast Asia. But we 
hope the day will come soon when 
visitors can "come again and stay longer.'' 

For healthy economic and social growth, 
Burma needs more foreign trade and 
cultural exchange with her neighbors. 

To the outside world today, Burma 
appears silent. A nation of twenty-four 
million people, and about the size of 
Texas, its name in ancient Pali means 
"Golden Land." 

The preface to the history of modem 
Christian missions was written in 1812 
when Adoniram Judson sailed from 
Salem, Massachusetts, for Burma. Today 
-without missionaries-the Church is 
"alive and well" in Rangoon, .tv[andalay 
and other places in Burma. 
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Everybody lras sometlring to sell in Burma. At M yitkyina, in Nortl1em 
Burma, a woman of one of tlie lrill tribes is selling local produce in 
tire market. i\1lren tired of business, you can easily take a rest riglrt 
on tlre spot . Often tlre vendors lrave covered many miles and walked 
tlrrouglrout tlre niglrt carrying tlreir wares to tlre market. 
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A Burmese woman in northern Burma on Tier tcay to market in 
Myitkyina, goods suspended from lier s1zoulder-pole, one 
baby riding on lier back, another clutching lier skirt. 

_ ... , 
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THE CHURCH IN 
CZECCHO§lOVA~~A 

This article, written before the recent occupation of Czechoslovakia by 

the Warsaw Pact armies, describes the liberalization that was taking place in 

Czechoslovakia. As such, we think it is of great interest to all friends of that nation 
and its people. The Rev. Mr. Schneeberger is superintendent of the United 
Methodist Church in Czechoslovakia. 

BY VILEM SCHNEEBERGER 

This spring the interest of the world 
turned to a small country in middle Eu
rope-Czechoslovakia. This country with 
a population of only fourteen million un
dertook almost overnight deep changes 
in its public life and in leading personnel; 
the State President was dismissed and a 
new one elected, a new government was 
appointed and many leaders of the public 
life were substituted. \:Vhat has hap
pened? An east European socialist coun
try ventured an experiment that tries to 
combine Socialism with democratic free
dom. The socialist structure of economics 
and of the society shall be deepened 
through a free development without cen
sorship or dictatorship of a small group 
of people which in the past had all power 
in their hands. 

The immediate beginning of the new 
trend was at the session of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party last 
December and January. But the roots 
reach many years back. The younger 
generation of Communists is very open
minded and it was only a question of 
time until this group would take over 
leading positions and power. A strong 
progressive force were the writers and 
journalists who fought a hard struggle 
for freedom of writing and for the re
moval of all kinds of censorship. It was 
clear that no force from abroad but these 
hidden forces in the Communist Party it-

The opening sen;ice in the new cl111rcl1 b11ildi11g in Litomerice, about fifty miles no1th of 
Prague. This new Tmilding teas give11 lo the cl1ttrcl1 by tlie government in compensation for 
a11otlwr buildi11g that was torn down. 
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self would one day cause deep changes. 
That day came this year. 

These political changes have great im
portance for Christians and for the life of 
the churches in this counhy. During the 
past twenty years Christians were in 
many ways second-class citizens. The 
work of the churches was limited through 
different restrictions. They could work to 
some extent freely in the church build
ings, but they were not allowed to go to 
the people outside the churches. For in
stance, a minister was allowed to visit 
only members of his congregation or peo
ple who expressly invited him to come. 
To visit an atheist or somebody who did 
not invite him could be classified as un
allowed religious propaganda and pun
ished. Christians could not become teach
ers because according to the constitution 
the teachers had to educate the young 
generation in the spirit of the Marxist 
philosophy. It was not possible to or
ganize the different branches of church 
work on a larger level than the congrega
tion. Ministers were appointed by the 
church but approved by the state au
thorities. And many other restrictions 
were in effect. Now the authorities say 
that religious freedom must not only be 
written into law but that it has to be 
practiced for all people and in every re
spect. ·• 

It is typical of the new atmosphere that 
the Marxists began an open dialogue 
with Christians. On April 29 there was a 
first meeting of this kind in a large hall in 
Prague where nine Marxists and nine 
Christi<ins answered questions that came 
from the overflow audience. One of the 
Marxist ideologists stated that he had 
never spoken in such an overcrowded 
hall. Such speakers as Prof. M. Machovec 
from the Charles University, Prague, 
known through his studies about the 
theology of K. Barth; J. L. Hromadka, 
and other theologians said after a five
hour discussion that this was only the be
ginning of such meetings and of an open 
discussion that should include all levels 
of life. 

No wonder that there are many voices 
asking for changes of laws concerning 
the church policy of the government. 
Even official voices ask for this new 
policy. The new chairwoman of the Of
fice for Church Affairs in the :Ministry of 
Culture and Information, Mrs. Dr. E. 
Kadlecova, wrote on }.fay 18 an article in 
the official newspaper of the Communist 
Party, "Rude pravo," that the still valid 
church laws adopted in 1949 are a "one
sided act of power from the state.'' It is 
now time to stop economic and practical 
discrimination against ministers and 
churches. She writes that full religious 
freedom can nowise threaten the state. 
But "if the law is corrupted against one 

\ , 
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group of citizens, then nobody can be 
safe, not even he who misuses the law." 

Important Anniversaries 
All this happens in a year when the 

Czechoslovak nation celebrates three im
portant anniversaries. 

Fifty years ago, after 'World War I, the 
Czechoslovak Republic was established. 
The Czechs and Slovaks, up until that 
time a part of the Hapsburg Austrian 
Monarchy, struggled against national op
pression and declared on October 28, 
1918, that they would establish an in
dependent state consisting of these two 
nations. Ten days before, T. G. Masaryk 
(later elected first President), published 
the Proclamation of Czechoslovak Inde
pendence in \Vashington, D.C., where he 
lived at that time. 

Thirty years ago, on September 29, 
1938, Chamberlain, Daladier, Hitler and 
Mussolini met in t-.fonich and decided to 
occupy the border lands of Czechoslova
kia and annex them to Germany. They 
hoped this would prevent World War II. 
But it was only the beginning of the oc
cupation of the whole country by Nazi 
troops in March, 1939, and one of the 
starting points of World War IL 

Twenty years ago, in Februaiy, 1948, 
the Communist Party after having 
merged with the Social Democrats, got 
a majority in parliament and took over 
the political power in Czechoslovakia. 
President Benes resigned and all leading 
positions came into the hands of the 
Communists. This was the beginning of 
Socialism in Czechoslovakia. 

All these events had an influence on 
church life in the country. The establish
ment of the independent republic 
brought for the Protestants full religious 
freedom without special privileges for the 
Roman Catholic Church which during 
the Austrian Monarchy had many privi
leges. The Protestant bodies-in the Ecu
menical Council of Churches in Czecho
slovakia there are now ten member 
churches, together with the Orthodox 
Church-were always a minority in the 
country. It is almost impossible to say 
exactly the number of church members 
because membership in a church in 
Czechoslovakia is a private matter and 
nobody asks about this. Approximately, 
there are more than a half of the popula
tion, maybe two thirds, who are Roman 
Catholics. The influence of this church is 
growing because in the last twenty years 
they strongly resisted the Stalinist tyran
ny. Many of the priests and bishops were 
imprisoned and even in prison they gave 
a very good testimony. Recently a high 
Communist leader, writing about his im
prisonment, together with the high Cath
olic clergy, stated that it was so inspiring 
to meet these men that he envied them 

their faith and admired them. 
In December, 1918, the Lutheran and 

Reformed Church in Bohemia and 
Moravia (the west and middle part of 
Czechoslovakia) merged in one church, 
the Czech Brethren Evangelical Church. 
In connection with the establishment of 
the independent republic many Roman 
Catholics left their church that reminded 
them too much of the old monarchy and 
joined the existing Protestant bodies. A 
great number of them established an in
dependent Czechoslovak Church which 
arose from modernistic tendencies in the 
Roman Catholic Church. This was also 
the time when The Methodist Church 
(the former Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South) started a large tent mission. 

The other two events brought on the 
other hand restrictions and limitations for 
church work-first through the Nazi oc
cupation and then through incorrect 
methods of forcing atheism against reli
gion. 

The Methodist Churcl1 
The first Methodists came especially 

from Texas from Czech-speaking church
es. They wanted to pay back a debt to 
the country from which the Methodists 
had received so many blessings. Czecho
slovakia is the country from where the 
Moravians left to go to Herrnhut and 
then went into the world to preach the 
Gospel. They met John Wesley and 
showed him the way of salvation. 

The Methodist Church in Czechoslova
kia will celebrate in two years its Fiftieth 
anniversary. The church, rapidly growing 
in the 1920s, lost through the years sev
eral positions in consequence of the war 
and of political changes in the country. 
During the Nazi occupation some flour
ishing churches in the north of Bohemia 
-in the so-called Sudetenland-were 
closed; the country became a part of 
Great Germany and the Czech popula
tion moved into the inner part of the 
country. It is an irony of history that in 
two places where the Czech Methodist 
congregations became German speaking 
congregations the work had anew to stop 
there at the end of the war because the 
Germans were compelled to leave the 
country for Germany! It was necessary to 
begin the Czech work anew after the war 
ended. New places were opened and 
there was a wonderful revival among 
young people. But since 1948 it has been 
almost impossible to evangelize and or
ganize new local churches. 

Today the Methodist Church in Czech
oslovakia has seventeen circuits with 
forty-two local churches or preaching 
places, served by fifteen full time minis
ters and nine ordained lay preachers, one 
ordained lay woman and many other lay 
workers. The total membership is about 
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3,000. The bishop in charge resides in 
Switzerland, but according to the existing 
laws he is not pcm1ittcd to preside over 
the annual conference and oversee the 
work in Czechoslovakia. So the Annual 
Conference elects a superintendent and 
a council of three ministers and three lay
men who take care of the church affairs. 
Ilut the bishop is free to come whencwr 
he wants, to visit the churches and to 
preach there. \Ve arc very grateful to 
have in Bishop Franz Schafer a man who 
has understanding for the special situa
tion and the cooperation is very good. 

A special thing is the financial support 
of the church work. Since 1949 it has not 
been permitted to have a church head
quarters outside the country and to re
ceive money from abroad, the state took 
care of financial support for the churches. 
It is the only eastern bloc country where 
ministers of all churches get their salaries 
from the state. The salary is low (from 
$500 to $1,200 US a year) and the same 
for all churches. Difference is made only 
according to tlw number of years in ser
vice, the size of the minister's family, and 
the office in the church. In special cases 
the government gave some financial sup
port to repair the church buildings. Now 
there are tendencies to stop this help. 
This would bring many problems for the 
churches, even for The Methodist 
Church, which always received some 

support from the Board of Missions. 
But although the local churches arc 

small there arc devoted and enthusiastic 
members who remained faithful through 
sometimes hard times. They are con
vinced Christians and love their church. 
\Ve could tell many stories showing this. 
This l\lay, for instance, the congregation 
in Litomerice (about fifty miles north of 
Prague) opened a new meeting hall in a 
house given by the city authorities as 
compensation for a bulding that is to be 
demolished. On the opening day there 
were 150 people gathered thanking God 
for their new meeting rooms. The minis
ter of this church is a young man, a 
fom1cr ordained lay preacher. There were 
not enough full time ministers and so the 
church called him into service. Through 
this change in occupation he lost a third 
of his income and yet he is happy to 
preach the Good News to these people. 
Another example. In Novy Prerov, a vil
lage in the south of Moravia just on the 
Aushian border, there live Methodists 
who came after the last war from Bul
garia back into their former homeland. 
One day their meeting house warped. 
They received some money from the 
government to build a new house, but in 
spite of this they had to work many 
long hours without getting any money 
for this work. 

Part of tlze crowd of about one hundred and fifty persons who attended tlze opening of the 
11ew buildi11g in Litomerice. Included are some of the mi11isters of the church. The two men 
at the right in the front row are pio11eer members of the co11ference; the yo1111g man in tlw 
second row (age twe11ty-fo11r) is the youngest minister in the conference. 
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And the Futllre? 
The Christians in Czechoslovakia be

lieve that even in a Socialist country they 
have a future. Christianity is not con
nected with any type of society. They 
have experienced that the church has to 
serve the people in every time and in 
every model of society. The Communist 
ideological leaders remember now more 
than before the humanistic heritage of 
Christianity that represents in many 
aspects a help for modem man. The 
Marxist V. Gardavsky wrote recently a 
book, God Is Not Entirely Dead (in a 
time when Christians speak about the 
death of God!) where he shows that mod
em Marxism has its roots not only in the 
worker movement but also in the Rcf
onnation, in Christianity and in the old 
J cwish thinking. This book was for many 
l\farxists a shock. The Christians believe 
they have to show the real sense of 
human existence-to answer a question 
that the atheists are unable to answer 
satisfactorily. It is not only a question for 
us Christians. But, are we truly able to 
live a life that can be a model for our un
believing neighbors? Do we really have . 
the bread of life for them? Are we real 
witnesses of the love of God that changes 
our lives and our relations to our fellow
man? 

\Ve Christians have a great task of 
reconciliation. This is not only a question 
of our inner life. The reconciliation of 
God means a change in human relations. 
The Christians in a radical secularized 
and unbelieving society have to show this 
reconciliation in their lives. The Czecho
slovak Christians believe they are called 
to build a bridge between East and West. 
This is how they understand the task of 
reconciliation. And this was one of the 
strongest motives that led to the crea
tion of the Christian Peace Conference in 
Prague, in 1958. Peace consists not in re
peating official statements but in a fel
lowship of good relations and coopera
tion between all people, even those who 
have different opinions, a different ideol
ogy and a different faith. 

And what about The Methodist 
Church as one of the smallest and young
est branches in the family of churches in 
Czechoslovakia? Has this church a future 
and a task? This is a question for the 
whole Middle and South European Area 
where the Methodist bodies are very 
small groups. Some people say it is neces
sary to merge and build national church
es that would strengthen the Protestant 
and Christian minorities. But we believe 
the church has not to be only nation-wide 
but a worldwide fellowship in order to 
prevent an unhealthy nationalism. Here 
may be a depositum of The Methodist 
Church into the common treasure of the 
churches in Czechoslovakia. 
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WINDOW ON THE UNITED NATIONS 

RIGHTS 
WORLD 

Bread or freedom? 
Some say bread should come first. 

Some freedom. Ideally they should come 
simultaneously. But inasmuch as the 
ideal society does not exist, the struggle 
for human rights-bread and freedom
must go on in varying degrees through 
all means available--protests, demonstra
tions, campaigns, and the courts. 

These views were expressed by a mem
ber of the Human Rights Division of the 
United ·Nations in a recent discussion of 
the International Conference on Human 
Rights. 

Meeting in Teheran this past spring, 
the conference was the first of its kind 
ever held by the United Nations. 

The rncretariat member summed it up 

OCTOBER 1968 

as "not a complete success and not a com
plete failure. After all, eighty-four coun
tries were there, all with different ideas 
and approaches on the subject of human 
rights. Some wanted to emphasize certain 
things, others wanted to emphasize some
thing else." 

As a beginning, the conference sym
bolized a big step toward mutual recog
nition among nations of the need to keep 
working toward achievement of rights 
and freedoms for all men. 

In deciding, on December 20, 1965, to 
convene an International Conference on 
Human Rights, the United Nations Gen
eral Assembly outlined as its specific pur
poses: " (a) to review the progress which 
has been made in the field of human 

BY AMY LEE 

rights since the adoption of the Uni
versal Declaration of Human Rights; ( b) 
to evaluate the effectiveness of the meth
ods used by the United Nations in the 
field of human rights, especially with re
gard to the elimination of all forms of 
racial discrimination and the practice of 
the policy of apartheid; ( c) to formulate 
and prepare a program of further meas
ures to be taken subsequent to the cele
brations of the International Year for 
Human Rights." 

On invitation of the government of 
Iran, the conference met in the new 
Majlis Building in Teheran, April 22-May 
5, 1968. 

In the presence of His Imperial Majes
ty Mohamad Reza Pahlavi Aryamehr 

Delegates to the conference in plenary meeting. Eig11ty-fo11r nations 
plus UN specialized agencies and bodies and regional 
inter-governmental organi::ations were represented. 
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Shahansha of Iran and Her Imperial 
Majesty Farah Pahlavi, UN Secretary
General Thant declared the conference 
open on April 22. He also delivered an 
address in commemoration of the 20th 
anniversary of the adoption of the Uni
versal Declaration of Human Rights. 

At its first meeting, acting on the pro
posal of the representative of Uganda, 
the International Conference on Human 
Rights observed one minute of silence 
in tribute to the memory of the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

At its conclusion the conference issued 
a proclamation which sizes up the rights 
situation in nineteen to-the-point para
graphs. This Proclamation of Teheran 
emphasizes two "Ifs": rights and respon
sibilities. It reads as follows: 

1. It is imperative that the members of 
the international community fulfill their 
solemn obligations to promote and en
courage respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms for all without 
distinctions of any kind such as race, 
color, sex, language, religion, political or 
other opinions; 

2. The Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights states a common under
standing of the peoples of the world con
cerning the inalienable and inviolable 
rights of all members of the human 
family and constitutes an obligation for 
the members of the international com
munity; 

3. The International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, the Interna
tional Covenant on Economic, Social, 
and Cultural Rights, the Declaration on 
the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples, the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination, as well 
as other conventions and declarations in 
the field of human rights adopted under 
the auspices of the United Nations, the 
specialized agencies, and the regional 
inter-governmental organizations, have 
created new standards and obligations to 
which states should conform; 

4. Since the adoption of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights the United 
Nations has made substantial progress in 
defining standards for the enjoyment and 
protection of human rights and funda
mental freedoms. During this period 
many important international instru
ments were adopted, but much remains 
to be done in regard to the implementa
tion of those rights and freedoms; 

5. The primary aim of the United Na
tions in the sphere of human rights is the 
achievement by each individual of the 
maximum freedom and dignity. For the 
realization of this objective, the laws of 
every country should grant each individ
ual, irrespective of race, language, reli
gion or political belief, freedom of ex-

pression, of information, of conscience 
and of religion, as well as the right to par
ticipate in the political, economic, cul
tural, and social life of his country; 

6. States should reaffirm their dete1mi
nation effectively to enforce the princi
ples enshrined in the Charter of the 
United Nations and in other internation
al instruments that concern human rights 
and fundamental freedoms; 

7. Gross denials of human rights under 
the repugnant policy of apartheid is a 
matter of the gravest concern to the inter
national community. This policy of 
apartheid, condemned as a crime against 
humanity, continues seriously to disturb 
international peace and security. It is 
therefore imperative for the international 
community to use every possible means 
to eradicate this evil. The struggle against 
apartheid is recognized as legitimate. 

8. The people of the world must be 
made fully aware of the evils of racial 
discrimination and must join in combat
ting them. TI1e implementation of this 
principle of non-discrimination, em
bodied in the Charter of the United Na
tions, the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, and other international 
instruments in the field of human rights, 
constitutes a most urgent task of man
kind, at the international as well as at the 
national level. All ideologies based on 
racial superiority and intolerance must 
be condemned and resisted; 

9. Eight years after the General As
sembly's Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples the problems of colonialism con
tinue to preoccupy the international com
munity. It is a matter of urgency that all 
member states should cooperate with the 
appropriate organs of the United Nations. 

10. Massive denials of human rights, 
arising out of aggression or any armed 
conflict with their tragic consequences, 
and resulting in untold human misery, 
engender reactions which could engulf 
the world in ever growing hostilities. It 
is the obligation of the international com
munity to cooperate in eradicating such 
scourges; 

11. Gross denials of human rights aris
ing from discrimination on grounds of 
race, religion, belief or expressions of 
opinion outrage the conscience of man
kind and endanger the foundation of free
dom, justice, and peace in the world; 

12. The widening gap between the 
economically developed and developing 
countries impedes the realization of 
human rights in the international com
munity. The failure of the Development 
Decade to reach its modest objectives 
makes it all the more imperative for every 
nation, according to its capacities, to 
make the maximum possible effort to 
close this gap; 

13. Since human rights and funda
mental freedoms are indivisible, the full 
realization of civil and political rights 
without the enjoyment of economic, so
cial, and cultural rights, is impossible. 
The achievement of lasting progress in 
the implementation of human rights is de
pendent upon sound and effective na
tional and international policies of eco
nomic and social development; 

14. The existence of over 700 million 
illiterates throughout the world is an 
enormous obstacle to all efforts at realiz
ing the aims and purposes of the Charter 
of the United Nations and the provisions 
of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. International action aimed at 
eradicating illiteracy from the face of the 
earth and promoting education at all 
levels requires urgent attention; 

15. The discrimination of which wom
en are still victims in various regions of 
the world must be eliminated. An inferior 
status for women is contrary to the 
Charter of the United Nations as well as 
the provisions of the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights. The full imple
mentation of the Declaration on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimina
tion Against VVomen is a necessity for 
the progress of mankind; 

16. The protection of the family and of 
the child remains the concern of the in
ternational community. Parents have a 
basic human right to determine freely 
and responsibly the number and the spac
ing of their children; 

17. The aspiration of the younger gen
eration for a better world, in which 
human rights and fundamental freedoms 
are fully implemented, must be given the 
highest encouragement. It is imperative 
that youth participate in shaping the 
future of mankind; 

18. While recent scientific discoveries 
and technological advances have opened 
vast prospects for economic, social, and 
cultural programs, such developments 
may nevertheless endanger the rights and 
freedoms of individuals and will require 
continuing attention; 

19. Disarmament would release im
mense human and material resources 
now devoted to military purposes. These 
resources should be used for the promo-
tion of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. General disarmament is one 
of the aspirations of all peoples; 

Therefore, The International Confer-
ence on Human Rights 

1. Affirming its faith in the principles 
of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and other international instru
ments in this field; 

2. Urges all peoples and governments 
to dedicate themselves to the principles 
enshrined in the Universal Declaration Ii 
of Human Rights and to redouble their /! 
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efforts to provide for all human beings a 
life consonant with freedom and dignity 
and conducive to physical, mental, social, 
and spiritual welfare. 

Among the nearly thirty resolutions 
adopted by the conference were these: 
Respect and Implementation of Ht1man 
Rights in Occupied Territories; Measures 
to Be Taken Against Nazism and Racial 
Intolerance; Measures to Achieve Rapid 
and Total Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination in General and the 
Policy of Apartheid in Particular. 

The last-mentioned resolution in Item 
8 "Appeals to all states and organizations 
to give appropriate moral, political, and 
material assistance to the non-white peo
ple of Southern Africa in their legitimate 
struggle to achieve the rights recognized 
in the Charter of the United Nations." 

Treatment of Persons Who Oppose 
Racist Regimes. This resolution expresses 
concern "that those persons who oppose 
the racist minority regimes in South Af
rica, South West Africa, Southern Rho
desia, and in other parts of Southern 
Africa are not, when captured, treated in 
accordance with the minimum standards 
of the Red Cross Geneva Conventions," 
and "Calls upon these regimes [so prac
ticing] to put an end to their cruel, re
pressiv.e, and inhuman practices and to 
treat such individuals in conformity with 
the universally accepted standards ap
plicable to prisoners of war." 

Observance of the Principle of Non
Discrimination in Employment; MeaStLres 
to Elir.iinate All Forms and Manifesta
tions of Racial Discrimination. This reso
lution in Item I "Welcomes the convening 
of a Seminar on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination at New 
Delhi in 1968." 

Establishing of a New, Additional 
United Nations Program on Racial Dis
crimination. This resolution in Item 3 
"Recommends ... that (a) the Secretary
General of the United Nations should be 
requested to prepare regular reports sum
marizing material from the studies of the 
problems of race relations and the crea
tion and maintenance of racial attitudes 
prepared by the specialized agencies, the 
United Nations Institute for Training and 
Research, and other institutions interna
tional and natioiial, active in the field, 
and to make these available to the United 
Nations bodies concerned for use in their 
consideration of these problems." 

The Importance of the Universal Reali
zation of the Right of Peoples to Self
Determination and of the Speedy Grant
ing of Independence to Colonial Coun
tries and Peoples for the Effective 
Gt1arantee and Observation of Human 
Rights; MeaStlres to Promote Women's 
Riglits in the Modern World Including a 
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Unified Long-Term United Nations Pro
gram for the Advancement of Women. 

The resolution on women's rights in 
Item 4 "Recommends that ... every ef
fort be made (a) To ratify as soon as pos
sible the following Conventions adopted 
under the auspices of the United Nations 
and of the specialized agencies: Conven
tion for the Suppression of the Traffic in 
Persons and of the Exploitation of the 
Prostitution of Others, 1949; Convention 
on the Political Rights of Women, 1952; 
Convention on the Nationality of Married 
Women, 1957; Convention on Consent to 
Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage 
and Registration of Marriages, 1962; ILO 
Convention on Equal Remuneration for 
Men and Women Workers for Work of 
Equal Value, 1951; ILO Convention on 
Discrimination (Employment and Oc
cupation), 1958; UNESCO Convention 
against Discrimination in Education, 
1960; International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Dis
crimination, 1965; 

"(b) To amend or add to constitutions 
and other national laws so as to bring 
them into harmony with the United Na
tions Charter, the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, the International Cov
enants on Human Rights, the Declaration 
on the Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women, the conventions of the 
United Nations and the specialized agen
cies, and their resolutions and recom
mendations on the status of women; 

" ( c) To intensify efforts to ensure the 
implementation of these various instru
ments especially by making at least ele
mentary education compulsory for all, by 
adopting educational methods and pro
grams eliminating all discrimination be
tween the sexes and promoting under
standing of the equality of all human 
beings, by providing, in economic de
velopment plans, for optimal utilization 
of woman power and the social infra
structure on which it depends; .... ( i) 
To ensure the equality of men and wom
en in the field of social and economic 
rights, including the right to work, the 
right to equal pay, the right to rest, the 
right to social security, and the right to 
health protection; ( j) to ensure the 
equality of men and women in the field of 
civil and family rights; .. . . 

Human Rights and Scientific and 
Technological Developments; Illiteracy; 
Cooperation with the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees; t71e 
Rights of Detained Persons; UNICEF; 
Disarmament; Economic Development 
and Human Rights. 

Human Rights Aspects of Family Plan
ning; Legal Aid; Education of Youth in 
the Respect for Human Rights and Fun
damental Freedoms. 

In his address opening the an

nual debate on world economic 

and social problems and policies 

at the forty-fifth session of the 

Economic Social Council, held 

in Geneva July 8-August 2, UN 

Secretary-General Thant made 

these statements about the Inter

national Year for Human Rights: 

"This year, more than ever, we 

should be well-advised to take 

the full measure of our tasks and 

responsibilities. The Internation

al Human Rights Year is unfold

ing, having culminated in an un

precedented Conference in Te

heran, celebrating what is per

haps the boldest innovation of 

the Charter-the unconditional 

and universal obligation in re

gard to human rights and funda

mental freedoms. This is an obli

gation which pervades all the 

institutions of the United Na

tions, more particularly those 

concerned with economic and 

social matters. 

"In the unanimously adopted 

Proclamation of Teheran, the 

Conference appropriately and in

sistently reminds us that there 

can be no international order 

which would not be based on a 

minimum sense of justice, that 

economic imbalances in fact per

vert the enjoyment of funda

mental rights. This, therefore, is 

the breadth of our horizon. We 

are fully aware, I believe, of the 

inadequacies of our institutions. 

But we should also be fully con

scious of the richness of their 

message and of the need to give 

them the strength to fulfill the 

tasks which they alone can un

dertake." 
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METAMORPHOSIS 

A thin line separates the 

gulf between childhood and 

womanhood. The Ameri

can girl flits back and forth 

between the worlds 

of fantasy and reality, 

much to the consternation of 

her parents. This may be a 

merciful gesture on her 

part-for what mother and 

father can accept the reality 

of the metamorphosis of a 

young woman overnight? 

(Pages 26-27) 
"The child sees everything which has to be 
experienced and learned as a doorway. So 
does the ad11lt. B11t what to the child is an 
entrance is to the adult only a passage." 

-Nietzsche 
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"In tl1e cl1ild, Tiappiness dances; in tlie man, at most 
it smiles or weeps. lV11en a man dances, he can express the bea11ty 
of the art, not himself or his feelings." 

-Richter 
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"Do you 1101 k11ow I am a woma11? " ' liar I think, l must speak." 
-Shakespeare 
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"Man lzas his will,-but woman has her way." 
-Oliver Wendell Holmes 
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How did the so-called Dialogue with the Bible do 
in the summer Schools of Christian Mission? 
What do people in the schools seem to 
expect of their Bible study leader these days? 

GGGive us Confucius, 
Aquinas, and 
Methuselah'' 

BY CHARLES E. BREWSTER 

It was my privilege this summer to be Lazarus?). Not measuring up in any of incorrect. A "Bible Dialogue Chairman" 
Bible Study leader at three events con- these categories, I was thought by some and two "Dialogue Participants" were to 
nected with the Schools of Christian Mis- to have lost my way going to a nearby join me for the Dialogue. Now it began 
sion, first at the Atlanta Regional Coach- Boy Scout really. to look less like the Johnny Carson show 
ing Seminar, then at the Upper Atlantic After settling in, the first problem and more like the old "What's My Line?" 
Regiona\ School at Williamsport, Pa., and faced was a new wrinkle called "Dia- (And quite a few did ask me that, espe
finally at the Rocky Mountain Confer- loguewiththeBible.''I'dnevermetaDia- dally after the first session.) 
ence School in Denver, Colorado. These logue with the Bible and wasn't sure I'd My third discovery was that although 
schools represented only a small fraction like one if I did. Someone had seen one people generally desire relevant Bible 
of the one hundred schools sponsored by at Purdue, I was told, and thought it study, they've learned not to expect it. 
the ·women's Division in cooperation would be good for everyone else to meet Unconsciously perhaps, people accept 
with the Board of Education. one, even though those who had seen the idea that the atmosphere surround-

Readers not familiar with the schools "Dialogue" weren't altogether in agree- ing Bible study should be totally different 
(and that, alas, means virtually all male ment about what it was. Nevertheless, from, say, New Forms of Mission. The 
readers and all teen-age readers) need to everyone seemed agreed that whatever latter they expect to be an exciting form 
know (a) that The Methodist Church "Dialogue with the Bible" was, it had to of Think Tank in which vital ex-periences 
has had such schools practically since the be better than what we had previously. in Mission are shared. The former they 
time of John Wesley, (b) and that they Also, it seemed a good idea to try some- expect will be a sanctimonious Sleep 
operate with a highly optimistic principle thing different with the Bible, in place of Tank in which one "learns" how Jesus 
of education, namely, that if you "coach" the old devotional lecture. Privately, I Loved the Little Children. Accordingly, 
the teachers well at the Regional Coach- wasn't quite sure how these "Dialogues" the Bible Study period was placed at the 
ing seminar, they will then coach the con- would fit in with my forty page lectures very end of the day at the Regional 
ference leaders at the Regional school, on the Hermetic Tractates and "What School and in the middle of the afternoon 
then the conference leaders will coach Philo Thought About the Logos." Fortu- at the conference school-the two most 
the local church leaders at the Confer- nately, one student told me politely that somnolent periods of the day. For New 
ence school, then the local church leaders these subjects might not be of altogether Forms and Southeast Asia the mind 
will return to their churches and coach the greatest interest to the women. whirls at 45 revolutions per minute, while 
the laymen in the pew who will then be My second discovery was that whereas in Bible Study one naturally expects the 
"in mission." AnY.way, it looks great on the teachers for New Forms of Mission mind to slow down to 16Jf r.p.m's, the 
paper. And for such organization is The and Southeast Asia had workable groups "Talking Books" speed. 
Methodist Church famous. (Doubtless, of about twenty-five or thirty, the Bible Despite these somewhat inauspicious 
when the Kingdom does come the Lord Study leader had the whole school. He discoveries, I soon decided that the 
will call on United Methodists to or- was obviously expected to have "dia- schools were led by competent and dedi
ganize it.) logue" with all two hundred and fifty at cated (and harried) women, that a lot of 

This was my first encounter with the once. That's only slightly less than the work went into planning and paying for 
Schools of Christian Mission and I quick- size of an audience for the Johnny Carson these schools, and that, generally speak
ly discovered that the good ladies, from show. The best that could be done would ing, they are a Good Thing. (I'm now 
past experiences, expect their Bible Study be to walk up the aisle with the micro- "qualified" as an Expert on the Schools 
leader to be as sagacious as Confucius, phone and play "Stump the Bible of Mission, like the kid in the Pontiac ads 
as brilliant as Aquinas, and as old as Leader.'' who knows all about four-on-the-floor but 

I ~fothuselah (or, would you believe, My first impressions, thankfully, were nothing about thirty-six months of car 
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payments.) While the schools aren't quite 
as radical as, say, Columbia's chapter of 
the Students for a Democratic Society, 
nor are they staffed by incognito cadres 
for Che Guevara, they are also some
where to the left of the Old Fashioned 
Hevival Hour. They don't even resemble 
the old l\lethodist Camp Meeting. And 
any impressions that these schools arc 
simply an overgrown "Ladies Aid" was 
quickly erased at one school which 
thoughtfully included fourteen teen
agers, a procedure that should commend 
itself to other schools. The teenagers at 
the Hocky Mountain school not only 
made a real contribution to the New 
Forms of Mission and Southeast Asia 
groups, but almost took over the Bible 
study as well! 

Finally, I have a few observations of 
a more substantive nature about Bible 

Passersby are drawn to a window display at 
tlie American Bible Society's headquarters, 
1865 Broadway, New York City. The ex
hibit shows ten top best-selling paperbacks 
of 1967 as reported by the NY Times Book 
Review. Also shown is the book that outsold 
them all-Today's English Version of the 
New Testament, titled GOOD NEWS FOR 
MODERN MAN. Tlzis little paperback has 
passed the sales mark of 11% million. 
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Study itself. 
First, and most important, is that I 

came away from these schools convinced 
that there is a real desire among people 
in the Church for relevant and dynamic 
Bible study. People are tired of the old 
verse by verse, chapter by chapter grind, 
the endless sentimental "devotionaliza
tion" and emasculation of the Bible, the 
"once upon a time, long, long ago" ap
proach to something that should be alive 
and vital. I was told in Denver that many 
people are still using in their churches a 
verse-by-verse series put out in the mid
·west since the Middle Ages. People who 
think nothing of stocking their kitchens 
with all the most modem appliances are 
using study techniques appropriate to the 
days of the wooden bucket and scrub
board. That's too had. I don't think my 
approach is the only way or even the best 

way, but it is clear to me that people 
want something that is up-to-date, lively, 
and in modem English. Another indica
tion of this is the phenomenal success of 
the American Bible Society's "Good News 
for Modem Man" in Today's English 
Version. The lively version has outsold 
even Valley of the Dolls. 

Secondly, people are delighted to 
"learn" that you can actually use modern 
English in talking about the Bible. To be 
sure, one can probably go overboard 
here, and some of the ladies were just 
a little concerned with a description of 
John 1:14, "The Word became Flesh," as 
John's "sock-it-to-' em" line for the Greeks. 
They were relieved when the phrase was 
translated-double entendre aside-as 
the "punch line" to the prologue, mean
ing that this was the line that told it like 
it is, that said it like no one had said it 
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before (even Paul had hedged on that by 
saying Jesus came "in the likeness of sin
ful Resh"), that separated all the other 
ideas then current about how God made 
himself known from how the Christian 
felt about God's concrete act of love. 

Thirdly, I believe people are no longer 
afraid, if they ever were, of using some of 
the technical terms in Bible Study. After 

/

1 

they get the hang of it, most people pre-

1.: 

fer to say "realized eschatology" than "the 
way things will be at the end of the age is 

r already present now in the believer's 
I union with Christ." It is easier to say "de-

1

. layed Parousia" than to say "the expected 

. second coming of Cdhrist which didn't 
I come off and cause New Testament 

I 
writers to reassess their theology." Like 
modem appliances, verbal shorthand and 

1 
acronyms are part of modem life. There's 

I no reason why the same should not apply 

to Bible study, as long as we all know 
what we're talking about. 

This is not so say that Bible study 
should be immersed in academese and 
jargon. This is as much to be avoided as 
sentimental devotionaleze. If the latter 
puts people to sleep, the former makes 
them uncomfortable. Both drive them out 
of the church. 

Fourthly, I believe the Dialogue with 
the Bible is a good idea and should be 
used more widely. The idea, however, is 
not to have four experts on the Bible, or 
even two experts on the Bible, but to 
have one person fairly knowledgeable in 
the area under discussion, two other per
sons of different background (a mother 
and a teen-ager, or a young minister's 
wife and someone working in a ghetto, or 
someone quite happy with the Church as 
it is and someone else of "Young Turk" 

WOULD YOU BELIEVE? 

\Vould you believe that modem man 
really reads the Bible? 

A little paperback version of the New 
Testament, entitled Good News for 
Modern 'AI an, has passed the 11!2 million 
mark in sales. 

The incredibly low price of this little 
Testament ( 25 cents) obviously makes it 
as available as cards and small gifts. 

The American Bible Society, publisher 
of this Good News, receives many ac
counts of ways in which this book is 
given and used. 

In Evansville, Indiana, 649 children in 
a Released-time Christian Education 
class were given copies of Good News 
for Modern Man. These gift books came 
to them from four local unions, represent
ing laborers, teamsters, and machinists. 

Many churches use the special time of 
World-wide Bible Reading (sponsored 
by ABS) to send copies of this book to 
their soldiers over~eas. 

An eight-year-old girl, named Beth, 

/'
[ sent from Kansas a two-dollar gift fund 

to ABS. ABS used some of this money to 
f send the New Testaments to six marines 
i who were awarded the purple heart. 

The American Bible Society has been 
supplying scriptures for the armed forces 

' of the United States for 150 years. 
It was through the influence of a 

young, homesick serviceman in World 
War II that the ABS World-wide Bible 
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Reading program actually began. This 
marine, stationed in a lonely spot in the 
South Pacific, wrote to his parents, ask
ing them to join him in reading the same 
scripture on designated days. 

ABS has enlarged upon this idea, and 
has published, each year since 1943, se
lected Bible readings for use thoughout 
the world. 

This year National Bible Week comes 
October 20-27. And the time of the 
World-wide Bible Reading is set for 
October 20 through Thanksgiving Day, 
November 28. 

During this time forty million people 
are expected to participate in this read
ing. 

In 1967, for the first time, the Reading 
Program of ABS was combined with the 
National Bible Vlcek of the Laymen's Na
tional Committee. 

The readings, printed upon easy-to
handle bookmarks (free for the order
ing) are used by individuals and groups 
in various ways. Requests that come to 
the Bible Society indicate that the book
marks are used in study groups, in school 
libraries, in hospitals, in Bible gift pro
grams and presentations. And they have 
been used at a Prayer Breakfast, and at 
a Fair. 

111C overall title of this year's Reading 
program is "The Only Way for Modem 
Man." A verse from one of the October 

sympathies, etc.), and then have a fourth 
person to keep the discussion moving and 
to ask the right questions at the right 
time. The format can be varied. The 
Bible leader need not start all the time, 
and he should never talk for a long peri
od of time. The point is to raise current 
issues in the light of the Bible and to 
speak about the Bible in the light of cur
rent issues. In private Bible study it is 
the equivalent of reading the morning 
newspaper alongside the Bible. It is a 
way of reminding us also of Christ's 
prayer that we not be "taken out of the 
world." Done well, Dialogue with the 
Bible can be a dynamic form of group 
hermeneutics, interpreting the Bible in 
contemporary terms. 

I really think we have under-rated 
the capacity of lay people for serious and 
sustained Bible study. 

readings seems to symbolize this "only 
\Vay": 

"And the whole multitude sought to 
touch him [Jesus] for there went virtue 
out of him, and healed them all." 

(Luke 6:19) 
Since 1820 the American Bible Society 

has been closely related to the Methodist 
Church, when the General Conference of 
the former Methodist Episcopal Church 
made it the official agency for the transla
tion, publication, and distribution of the 
Bihle. 

The goal of the ABS remains constant: 
"To provide a Bible for every home, to 
place a New Testament in every hand, 
and to provid,~ a portion of scripture for 
every reader. 

The ABS, although it already has the 
Bible, or portions of scripture, h·anslated 
and published in more than 1,200 lan
guages and dialects, says: 

"The unfinished task of the Church is 
to enable all men everywhere to hear and 
read the redemptive words of God in 
their own tongues." 

TI1e words of Henry van Dyke, written 
many years ago, in reference to the Book 
of Books, still glow with vital meaning 
for modem man in today's world: 

"It has a word of peace for the time of 
peril, a word of comfort for the time 
of calamity, a word of light for the 
hour of darkness." -E. \V 
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Christian students around the world are 
just as confused as the rest of us. 
Given a chance to make a point or 
two-as at a conference this summer in 
Turku. Finland-they can drop the 
ball as easily as their elders can. 

u . 

. '68 
in retrospect 

As I left Berlin to take a plane to Hel
sinki for a three-day stop-over before the 
World Student Conference began in 
Turku, Finland, my host, Rinehart Wolff, 
said: "Take some long walks and enjoy 
the lakes. Finland is a beautiful country 
for relaxing and thinking. The conference 
will not be that important." 

Unfortunately, Rinehart's prediction 
came close to the truth. The 261 student 
delegates brought together under the 
auspices of the World Student Christian 
Federation (WSCF) failed to exert any 
definable force upon the international 
student movement. 

Before attending Turku '68 as one of 
thirty-five delegates from the University 
Christian Movement in the United States, 
I stopped in Berlin to find out something 
about the style and substance of student 
protests there. 

'Vhat impressed me most about the 
students I made contact with was their 
serious, dedicated purpose. Sometimes 
the intellectual discipline in meetings was 
overwhelming. Quote Marcuse to make 
this point; quote Marx to make that point. 
These students were extremely critical of 
their society. They were hostile to a kind 
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of "Pax Americana" imposed from with
out upon 'Vest Berlin's economy. They 
were aggressively, even if naively, against 
U. S. military presence, not only in Viet
nam but also right there in West Berlin. 

The question which continually con
fronts these students (as well as their 
American counterparts) is: "Aren't you 
just romantic revolutionaries who avoid 
the real problem of making alliances in 
the realm of power-politics?" Herc are 
two practical examples of what these 
students arc doing. 

Rinehart and his wife, Barbara, have 
decided to move into a commune with 
their best friends, Lutz and Barbara Von
werder. They will rent an apartment to
gether, work, bring up Nikolai, and spend 
much time studying and strategizing to
gether. This is not uncommon among the 
radical students, particularly couples, in 
'Vest Berlin. 

A Kindergarten 
Another example is the anti-authoritar

ian kindergarten. On the day I went to 
visit, Barbara was in charge of the chil
dren. Every day one mother takes care of 
the fifteen to twenty children in the kin-

dcrgarten. Three times a week the moth
ers come together at the kindergarten to 
discuss politics and education. This also 
is not a unique phenomenon in \Vest 
Berlin. Many people without a radical 
ideology arc interested in getting their 
children into one of these kindergartens 
because the children receive better super
vision than do the children in the public 
facilities. Tiie community, warmth, and 
discipline between intellectual thought 
and action that I found in my short stay 
in West Berlin is undoubtedly out of per
spective because there is fragmentation 
among the various student groups in 
·west Germany, 'Vest Berlin, France, and 
Italy. It was fragmentation, not unity, 
that was present at Turku '68. 

TI1ere were 261 student delegates to 
the \:Vorld Student Conference, of whom 
fifty-six percent were from underde
veloped counh·ies. The resource persons, 
technical staff, and interpreters put the 
attendance at over 300. 

It is interesting to note that the largest 
single delegation was the one from the 
United States. There were internal and 
external problems because of this fact. 
Once again, the richest country in the 
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Christian students f ram many parts of the world disc11ss the f11t11re of student 
movements at T11rk11, Finland. 

:rnoi1 
rtenl 
iistl' 
1 \\'r.' 
ra1k! 
g fue; 
5artm 
'SU]Xi 

pub~ 
h, ar'. 

hou~' 
1rtstJ1 

of prr 
otatioc 
ups t 
:elai:'. 

unit· 

world was represented with the largest 
delegation. Once again, the U.S. UCM, 
the biggest financial supporter of the 
\\TSCF, made its presence felt in num
bers. There were complex problems with
in the group itself. 

The United States student presence at 
this international conference was a para
dox. The preconceived images of what 
kind of people would be coming from 
underdeveloped countries were shot with 
fallacies, the Americans had to confront 

, these delegates from Asia and Africa on 
"the delegate's own terms." The U.S. stu
dents could not define Asians, Africans, 
Latin Americans or Middle Easterners as 
"radicals," "revolutionaries," or anything 
else. This is exactly what happened at the 

' regional strategy sessions. It was a tre
mendously frank, honest, openly confes
sional kind of experience. For the U.C.M. 
this kind of meeting was a rarity in the 
States. 

tions, Poor Nations: The Development 
Dilemma; 4) Technological Revolution 
in the Life of Man; and 5) New Uni
versities of a New 'Norld. The real action 
was to take place in the seminars, al
though time slots were furnished for 
theological reflection, worship, regular 
plenary sessions, and hopefully festive 
events of a spontaneous nature. 

Among the many speakers and resource 
people were Mr. Ross Terrill of Australia, 
a journalist on Asian politics; Mr. Philip 
Valiaparampil of India, a professor of in
ternational affairs at the Free University 
of West Berlin; Dr. Robert Jungk from 
Austria, a journalist who is presently con
ducting research in the area of tech
nology; Professor Laila Shurkryl El 
Hamamsy from Egypt, a specialist in an
thropology and population problems; 
Professor Paul Lin from China, but now 
a Canadian, currently a teacher of histmy 
and observer of Chinese affairs at McGill 

J: University, l\fontreal; and Dr. Otto Klein 
Jargt'. I' Five Seminars of Czechoslovakia, a member of the Phil-
irn tli The structure of the conference was osophical Institute of the Academy of 
al ani built around five seminars: 1) Being Sciences in Prague. 

5 [J1l Human in the Modern World; 2) Politics, Jurgen Moltmann, well known for his 
in~; Power and Social Change: 3) Rich Na- book, The Theology of Hope, addressed 
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the opening plenary session of Turku '68 
on the subject: "God in the Revolution." 
Earlier in the day a press conference had 
been arranged for him. Before the jour
nalists, he emphasized that he was taking 
the student protest movements very seri
ously. \Vhen Moltmann was asked a 
question about the destrnctive tactics 
of students protesting the emergency 
laws in \Vest Berlin, he replied: "The 
student slogan was no violence against 
persons, only against things. . . . Peace
ful means are not always effective 
means, effective means are not always 
peaceful means." 

"Romantic Revolutionaries" 
However, Moltmann's lecture was 

severely criticized by a number of stu
dents who felt he prostituted the meaning 
of revolution and romanticized tl1e tactic 
of violence. I sat up until the early hours 
of the morning discussing the Moltmann 
lecture with some French students from 
Paris and the Sorbonne. Committed 
Marxists of various shades, they wanted 
to know if there were any serious Chris
tians at the conference who could talk 
about such things as street violence and 
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subversion against institutional struc
tures, such as the university and the 
police. This small group of aware French 
students could find only people who were 
talking about "romantic" revolution be
cause they had given up on Christianity 
or people talking about a Christianity 
that had little or no relationship to the 
violent overthrow of oppressive and ex
ploitative institutions. 

Look at All the Disgruntled People 
Though the seminars were beginning 

to move on critical issues, there were still 
many disgruntled people. Because the 
question and discussion period following 
an address might well run into another 
part of the schedule, the small groups 
didn't get started until late Wednesday. 
The issues taken up by the resource per
sons were of such enormous magnitude 
("the changing moral aspects of man in 
a technological society" or "the case for 
revolution in Latin America") that in a 
seminar of sixty to seventy-five people 
many questions and points for discussion 
would arise. Everyone was restless be
cause there had been so much talk of this 
being more than just a study conference. 

The theological reflection sessions on 
Tuesday and Wednesday afternoon only 
made things worse. Two men had been 
solicited for this task by the planning 
committee of Turku '68. They were Rev. 
Paul Oestreicher from England and Pro
fessor Rubem Alves of Brazil. Both were 
to speak in plenary sessions each day, to 
speak quite frankly with each other and 
then make themselves vulnerable to any
one who wished to comment, challenge, 
or raise a question from the floor. Even 
though the first two attempts in plenary 
were less than successes, Alves and 
Oestreicher were never given a chance 
by the conference. 

A "change" in the conference did 
occur. It came out of the pull and tug of 
long plenary sessions on Thursday after
noon and evening. But it was really not 
initiated by either of these groups. A 
third undercurrent, the Asian region, 
struck those North Americans, Europeans 
and Latin Americans who had been play
ing "power politics." An Indonesian stu
dent stood to speak in the evening 
plenary. The Asians were presenting the 
conference with an ultimatum: begin to 
discuss the issues in the seminars as they 
were set up or the Asian representatives 
would withdraw from the conference. 
The cost of sending the Philippine dele
gation to Turku, Finland, had been equal 
to the entire budget of the Philippine 
SCM. The Asians felt they could not 
waste time playing around. 

There were a number of reasons for the 
"necessary troubles." For one thing, the 
most conspicuous people at the confer-
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ence during the first three days were 
white Anglo Saxon participants and re
source people. For another, the present 
conference structure led to generaliza
tions which could not handle specific ex
amples or concrete issues. Finally, the 
general acceleration of the rate of change 
in student protests as a result of uni
versity crises in \Vestern and Central 
Europe and America tended to intensify 
the atmosphere of Turku '68 without pro
viding any creative confrontation. 

A Cameroon Observer 
At a press conference on Friday after

noon, one student expressed clearly a 
typical reaction of conference partici
pants to Turku '68. Mr. Christopher 
Nsahlai of the Cameroons, a student in 
the Rich-Poor Nations Development Di
lemma seminar, said: "The WSCF is a 
family with weak and strong nations. It 
must begin to know what the problems 
are. The 'third world'-in all its pluralism 
-wa~ts a chance ,,to tell the delegates 
what is wrong .... 

A theology student from the University 
of Edinburgh, Scotland, noted that it 
was "impossible ... to meet ... as per
sons and also discuss the issues of the con
ference without falling into ideological 
patterns of conversation.'' 

Czechoslovakians Speak 
One of the best of the planned pro

grams at Turku was one related to the 
events in Czechoslovakia which domi
nated the news. The program was 
planned by two Czechoslovakians, Dr. 
Otto Klein and Mr. Milan Opocensky. 
Dr. Klein asked simply that the Soviet 
Union "Trust us." He stated that the 
Czechoslovakians wanted more demo
cratic socialism which had less power in 
decision-making, in economics, science, 
and culture. In effect, the political crisis 
in that country had grown out of a deep 
need to de-monopolize decision-making. 
Opocensky thought that students were 
looking to Czechoslovakia with a great 
deal of expectation for a workable model 
of a socialist society. 

Implications 
What implications does Turku '68 have 

for the future of the student Christian 
movements, and especially for the 
WSCF? 

First, the planning committee assumed 
that diversity was a value and that gath
ering 300 students from all over the world 
to talk would "increase student under
standing of the fundamental issues that 
impinge upon them and the societies 
from which they come." That kind of 
pluralism broke down immediately be
cause of the deep ideological differences 
present within the conference. The stu-

dent movements are badly out of focus. 
\Vithout a common focus, how can stu

dents effectively influence the rate of 
social change in their own societies? 
Martin Langer, currently secretary of the 
West Berlin SCM, believes that "revolu
tion in Latin America, Asia, and the Mid
dle East and Africa is more exotic . . . 
everyone at the conference wants to talk 
about it. ... But revolutionary activities 
will be harder for people in European 
countries than the Third World because 
liberalism is still so strong in those in
stit1!tions which promote the status quo. 

Students must articulate what kind of 
world, what kind of future, they want. 

Turku '68 did prove that students are 
not the most effective agents of social 
change. Alone. 

Secondly, Turku '68 voiced the concern 
(rather loudly, I might add) that today's 
young people are first students and then 
Christians. This fact has important con
sequences for the future of the WSCF. 
Time and again during the conference, 
leadership heard the complaint that the 
seminars were dominated by professor 
types, that the students did not have 
power, etc. The absence of theological 
reflection and the lack of participation in 
worship are additional significant find
ings. 

The conference itself was so divided 
as to what role the Christian faith was to 
play in the affairs of Turku '68 that a 
planned Eucharist for the last day was 
cancelled. 

End of Abstract Theology 
Thirdly, the bell tolled for abstract 

theology at Turku '68. Those who wanted 
to talk about reconciliation in a revolu
tionary world were given a warning 
which should be heeded. "To play a 
mediating, reconciling role in the midst 
of a struggle or revolution is irrelevant 
and dangerous for Christians .... If the 
Christian has anything to say in the 
midst of the struggle, let him say it. But 
not outside in abstract theological reflec
tion .... " The delegates from underde
veloped countries wanted Christians to 
take sides where there are serious divi
sions and not to remain neutral. 

Finally, to come back to Rinehart's 
comment, one must seriously question the 
value of international gatherings of this 
nature for the life of the SCMs. I am not 
discounting the real joy and warmth of 
informal, personal talks with people from 
around the world, the friends that might 
he made, or the informal insights gained. 
I am discounting great conferences on 
general, amorphous topics, to which peo
ple who are ill-informed, have done little 
preparation, and are not even asking the 
most crucial questions, come at high cost. 
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Major focus of tlic current efforts of Cliurcli World 
Service is Nigeria 11;/wrc this Bia/ran lllll'SC liolds 
a dying cliild. As many as 13,000 liavc been estimated 
tu die daily in this civil tear tom co1111try. 

The major response to tlie crisis in 
Nigeria-Biafra has come not from 
govemmental institutions but from 
such religio11s institutions as Caritas 
Intemational, Catholic Relief Ser-
vices, Oxfam, Lutheran 1Vorld Re-
lief, and Church vF orld Service. 

Here is how one of these agencies 
-Church 1Vorld Service-goes 
about the task of meeting disasters 
aro1111d the world. 

JllB/lCf 
• 

ID 
!If Of/ON 

by Jo/Jn Jbbott 

\Vhen a young American nurse crawled 
through debris in Pleiku during the Tet 
offensive and prevented a young man 
from bleeding to death, her very presence 
and the bandages she used were a reality 
because of Church \Vorld Service assis
tance in Vietnam. 

(Parenthetically, Nurse Becl-y Gould, 
sent to Viehmm Christian Service bv the 
Methodist Committee for Oversea; Re
lief, is now Mrs. Dring. The man she 
saved married her.) 

How does CvVS respond to disasters? 
Quick evaluation and fast action arc 

characteristics of a most unique opera
tion in American Protestantism-a world
wide Church \Vorkl Service disaster min
istry which could well be called "Mercy 
in tvlotion." 

American Protestant and Orthodox 
Christians, during the past two years, 
have been present in a major or minor 
way in t1uick and meaningful response' to 
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some 44 disasters overseas, or an average 
of nearly two per month. 

The most recent disaster-and possibly 
the largest ever faced by eleemosynary 
church and government agencies since 
World War II-is the tragedy in Nigeria
Biafra, where more than a million persons 
have died of starvation during the civil 
war. By the middle of August Church 
World Scnrice had ah·eady shipped over 
a million pounds of food and medical 
supplies to Lagos, Nigeria, and to the 
island of Fernando Po, which is close to 
the area of Biafra. Relief efforts have 
been hampered by a military-political im
passe. For Church \IVorld Service, the 
Nigerian tragedy has been a scven-day
week, around-the-clock project in which 
serious obstacles have been met. Rclicf
rchabilitation problems facing the 
Church arc enormous. 

The military-political impasse in Ni
geria which has prevented effective relief 
work for so long is unusual. In many cases 
governments are not only cooperative but 
disasters arc "cooperative" as well. There 
is a certain predictability of disasters in 
certain parts of the world where floods, 
typhoons or hurricanes occur with star
tling regularity: floods in Korea, typhoons 
in the Pacific, and hurricanes in the 
Caribbean. In these instances GWS ships 
blankets, tents, or other relief goods be
fore a disaster happens so that the goods 
will be on hand for immediate distribu
tion . 

Much attention has been given to the 
way by which the church have sought to 
minister in such major emergencies as 
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the six day war in the :Middle East, the 
recent famine in India, the continuing 
Christian presence in Viehrnm, and the 
starvation in Biafra. 

After the earthquake in Iran, Church 
World Service fonvarded $5,000 to the 
World Council of Churches $100,000 ap
peal to aid Iranian earthquake victims. 
An estimated 100,000 persons are home
less in the northeastern province of 
Khurasan. A special three-man team from 
the \Vorld Council has recommended 
that relief in that country include three 
fully developed medical clinics, and the 
supplying of cooking utensils. 

But not so much is :known about the 
numerous smaller disasters to which 
Church World Service responds. 

Yet James MacCracken, Executive Di
rector of C\VS, sits at the hehn of an en
terprise which, in 1967, responded to 
Hoods in Laos, Nicaragua, Mozambique, 
Syria, Indonesia, Pakistan and Mexico; 
warfare in \Vest Borneo, the Central Af
rican Republic; earthquake in Greece, 
Venezuela, Yugoslavia and India; a 
measles epidemic in Congo; refugees in 
:Malawi, tidal wave in Burma and hur
ricane in Mexico. 

In meeting these disasters, Director 
MacCracken occupies a pivotal position 
in a complex network of inter-relation
ships. As C\VS director he represents the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee 
and World Service of the World Council 
of Churches, and in all disaster responses 
he either receives requests from the 
World Council of Churches or notifies 
the \Vorld Council about the American 

response. A telex machine outside Mac
Cracken's office links C\VS, New York 
with \VCC, Geneva. 

As CWS director, !vlacCracken 1s m 
constant touch, through CWS Secretar
ies in the area departments of the Nation
al Council's Division of Overseas Minis
tries, with a network of more than fifty 
overseas representatives, many of whom 
serve on the staff of, or in partnership 
with, National Christian councils. When 
a disaster happens, these representatives 
n01mally cable CWS New York with re
ports on the disaster, evaluation of the 
situation, and requests for assistance. 

Another important channel of contact 
is the office of the Disaster Relief Co
ordinator of the Office of Private Re
sources of AID, the Agency for Interna
tional Development of the U.S. State De
partment in \Vashington. 

In addition to telex and cable com
munications, a wide variety of other 
facilities are available to help CWS in its 
":lvfercy in Motion" ministry. CROP, with 
field offices located in many states; CWS 
clothing centers strategically placed 
throughout the counh11 ; U.S. government 
agencies responsible for surplus food al
locations; cargo planes which occasional
ly offer free transport after governmental 
agencies have certified the priority of the 
disaster overseas; a freight forwarding 
film which makes an·angements for sup
plies to be placed on cargo ships; and a 
small New York CWS staff which meets 
eve1y Monday morning to assess the lat
est reports and to plan a ministry to 
human need on the basis of careful and 
prayerful consideration of the wisest 
stewardship of resources made available 
to CvVS. 

Director MacCracken is the first to say 
that the real key to any disaster is the 
indigenous church where the event oc
curred. That church, and the CWS rep
resentative in the area, are in the crucial 
position of needing to do something im
mediately. 

But the churches overseas are backed 
up, spiritually and physically, by world
wide ties of concern typified in the CWS 
seal, clasped hands against the back
ground of the Christian Cross. 

The task of C\VS in meeting disasters, 
Mr. MacCracken feels, is to make its 
assistance relevant. \Vhile the amount of 
money sent by CWS to any one area may 
be small in comparison with the number 
of people in need, that assistance is 
normally coupled with similar responses 
from other agencies. Before the waters 
have started to recede, or the ashes have 
begun to cool, or the winds have stopped 
blowing, the world-wide ecumenical 
presence of the churches is there, on the 
spot, showing that in C\~TS disaster relief, 
mercy does move, and quickly. 

WORLD OUTLOOK 

' ·« 



com
other 

; in it 
',11iili 
Cl\~ 

ilarel 
1Illenl 
od a]. 

ion~. 

ientJI 
~r the 
.rdin1 
: SU~ 

md a 
meet; 
e lat
n· to 
i' ana 
1isr~ 

ilabk 

osay 
s the 
toc-
re~ 

'Ucial 

5 inr 

,. 
I· 
I 
I 
i 

Matchstick arms and legs and distended bellies are the rule and not the exception 
among Biafra's starving and 1mdernourished children. The coordinator of Protestant 
relief activity in Biafra, D11tcl1 medical missionary Dr. Herman]. "f.Jiddlecoop, 
explained in a recent visit to the U.S . that the 1mderno11risl1ed children 
are also more liable to infectious diseases. Ile also said that the 
cl1ild in tire center is now dead. 
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A CALL TO 

PRAYER AND 

SELF-DENIAL 

FOR UNITED 

METHODIST WOMEN 

For 80 years

A 
SEASON 
OF 
PRAYER 

Since 1887 Methodist women have 
united in an annual call to prayer, and 
they have given "feet" and "wings" to 
their prayers through increasingly wider 
offerings. 

In a Report from the ninth annual 
meeting of the Woman's Board of Mis
sions of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, at Catlettsburg, KentucJ...)', in June 
of 1887, we find: 

"The week before Christmas 1887, was 
appointed as a season of prayer and 
self-denial for missions. Daily prayer 
at eventide during the intervening six 
months was pledged to gain the out
pouring of the Holy Spirit on the 
\Voman's Missionary Society." 
From the very first, the women of the 

church have responded well to this spe
cial call to prayer (at first named a Week 
of Prayer and Self-denial). The offering 
in 1887 was nearly seven thousand dol
lars. In 1941-42 the figure was $113,400. 
And now as we go to press, the estimate 
for the current offering (June, 1967-May, 
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Building funds in educational tcork in the home field, and urban ministries in Asia, will 
benefit from the 1968 offering. 

1968) is $645,912. 
·when the three branches of Meth

odism were united in 1940, and when the 
United Methodist Church was fo1med in 
1968, this special session of prayer for 
Methodist women was carried over and 
incorporated into the new body. 

Eve1y Methodist center of work would 
like to be placed upon the Roll of Re
cipients, for the call to prayer brings 
monies that lift budgets over and above 
the regular channels of giving. Over the 
years this offering has brought to fruition 
many projects that would not have been 
possible otherwise. Projects have in
cluded scholarships, repairs, buildings, 
supplies, pensions, and many other items. 

The recipients of the offering are by no 
means chosen haphazardly. Every juris
diction has its representatives on the 
Board committee that selects these re
cipients well in advance of the actual 
date. Various fields of work are given 
their tum. 

This year's recipients include some 
much-needed buildings in schools in the 
homeland, an obvious need. [See Vashti 
article.] 

The foreign recipients of the offering 
are listed as "urban ministries in Asia." 

This is purposely a bit vague, so as to 
allow more leeway for the urgent needs 
that crop up constantly in mission cities. 
One of the new needs is for mission work 
in industrial centers. The Call to Prayer 
literature states: " ... Mass movements 
of populations have resulted in manifold 
problems of housing, health, employ
ment, sanitation, and the breakdown of 
family life. The mayor of Manila says 
that its problems stagger the imagination 
of the best ell.-perts." So we can hardly 
name any Christian service that is not 
needed in the fast-growing cities. Cer
tainly the churches need aid, also the 
social centers. Seoul, Korea, has now 
passed the four million mark in popula
tion. Calcutta, India, has a population of 
over seven million. Tokyo, with 10,870,-
000, is now the largest city in the world. 

PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN 
LEADERS: 

"We thank Thee, Father, for Christ's 
workers at home and abroad and for 
consecrated Christian women who arc 
using this season of prayer and self
denial for the coming of Thy King
dom ... Amen." 

( 1968 Call to Prayer literature) 
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:VASHTI 

BY ELIZABETH 
WATSON 

Where' can a girl go? 
We are thinking now of a girl who is 

in her teens, a girl whose family ties are 
becoming untied, whose home is being 
broken up through divorce, or illness, or 
poverty, ~r accident, or various kinds of 
disaster. If a girl needs both a home and 
a school for a while, what good place is 
open to her? 

The Board of Missions of The United 
Methodist Church has good answers to 
this question. One answer is Vashti 
School at Thomasville, Georgia. For sixty
five years this school has been meeting 
the needs of teenage girls. 

How did this come about? 
Back in 1903 some local Methodist 

women of Thomasville became con
cerned about local girls whose mothers 
had to work. They wanted these girls to 
have better schooling chances, better op
portunities, and a better life. 

i The \Voman's Home Missionary Soci-
1' ety of the Thomasville Methodist Church 

established Vashti that year. And Vashti 
has meant better opportunities to thou
sands of girls since that time. 

From a small beginning Vashti has 
grown into a national project of the 
church. But its basic purpose remains the 
same-a Christian concern for the wel-

, ;Ut' i 
sell· ) 

(ing· I 

urci I: 

fare of teenage girls. 
Vashti is open to girls in school grades 

seven through twelve. Approximately 100 
girls per year can be taken care of, in 
home life and academic life. 

The school program, which is ap
proved by the state of Georgia, includes 
business courses, home economics, reli
gious subjects, fine arts, music, and basic 
studies. The program is geared to college, 
work, and/or maniagc. 

\Vhere do the girls come from? Pre
dominantly, from Georgia and Florida. 
But several other states, including Cali
fornia and New York, are represented. 

The girls are from a wide range of 
social and economic backgrounds. Al
though this is a ~viethodist school, girls 
from other denominations are eligible. 

There is a concerted effort amongst the 
Vashti leaders to establish a Christian 
witness, in a Christian way of living. 

Many times during the year the agen
cies and persons who have refened girls 
to Vashti ask: "Is there a Vashti for 
boys?" There isn't-but there might well 
be, for the need is ever present. 

Every girl has her job to do at Vashti, 
and the work wheel includes housekeep
ing, laundry, waiting tables, and campus 

dean-up. 
In a school of this kind it is obvious 

that scholarships and other aids are vital. 
111C local Methodist church, through its 
organized classes, is outstanding in its 
support. Other churches, especially in the 
southeast, contribute various welcome 
sums toward support. 

Life at Vashti is far from grim. 111e 
girls have extracunicular opportunities 
in choirs and clubs. The girls join the 
community in various projects, including 
getting the floats ready for an annual 
Rose Parade. Through the generosity of 
many people in Thomasville several 
tickets each season are provided for art 
shows, plays, and concerts. 

\Vhat of the future of Vashti? Mr. John 
Rogers, superintendent, says: "One 
would hope that the need for Vashti 
would decrease, since that would be an 
indication of a greater success in the 
American home and community. Unfor
tunately, this does not seem to be a 
probability in the near future. 

"As the girls arrive, looking for a better 
chance in life, the school must continue 
to provide adequate facilities, and a well
qualified staff. For these, Vashti looks to 
dedicated Christians everywhere." 

Mr. Rogers, superintendent, opens 
doors to Vasl1ti students. 

1
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RELIGIOUS LEADERS CHARGE 
CHICAGO POLICE BRUTALITY 

The presidents of the National Council of 
Churches and the Synagogue Council of 
America charged "police brutality" against 
anti-war demonstrators in Chicago on the 
night in August Vice President Hubert 
Humphrey received the Democratic nomina
tion for the presidency. 

In a joint statement, Dr. Arthur Flem
ming, NCC head, and Rabbi Jacob Rudin , 
president of t11e Synagogue Council, said: 
"If we do not turn our backs on such 
pagan practices, we are going to be living in 
a police-state instead of a nation ruled by 
t11e concepts of freedom and justice." 

The protest was addressed to the Vice 
President, President Lyndon Johnson, Mayor 
Richard Daley of Chicago, and Chicago 
Police Superintendent James Conlisk. 

Thousands of demonsh·ators, mostly 
young people, had converged on Chicago 
to protest the Vietnam war. Clashes with 
the police took place from the beginning of 
the convention. One of the most serious was 
in and around the Conrad Hilton Hotel on 
the night of the nominating ballot. 

National Guardsmen were called in to 
assist police. Hundreds of persons were 
arrested and scores were injured as t1ie of
ficers and troops moved in. Observers re
ported being horror-stricken by what they 
saw. 

"Our nation is bot1i shocked and humili
ated by t1ie demonstration of police brutality 
which took place in the city of Chicago,'' 
Dr. Flemming and Rabbi Rudin said. "This 
is the 'get tough' policy which some persons 
in and out of public office have been ad
vocating. 

"It is in direct conflict with our Judeo
Christian beliefs. The time has come for 
those who believe in the laws of God to rise 
up and demand an end to this 'get tough' 
approach to ilie social issues of our day. 

"Time is nmning out on us. If we do not 
turn our backs on such pagan practices, we 
are going to be living in a police state instead 
of a nation ruled by the concepts of freedom 
and justice." 

Two National Council officials had earlier 
protested to Mayor Daley and Chicago 
police officials over treatment of the press 
in a conflict in Lincoln Park on the first night 
of t11e convention. 

Dr. R. H . Edwin Espy, NCC general sec
retary, and Dr. Charles Spivey, head of the 
social action department, said police were 
violent in treatment of "accredited newsmen 
wiili clearly visible white arm bands." 

Seventy-iliree staff members and em
ployees of ilie University Christian Move
ment and the United Presbyterian Commis
sion on Ecumenical :Mission and Relations 
also wired Mayor Daley charging brutality 
against the press and the demonsh·ators. 

(RNS) 

CLERGY WALK THE STREETS 
TO AID YOUTH IN CHICAGO 

During the convulsions in Chicago in 
the last week of August clergymen of the 
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WHO SHALL OVERCOME? 
Police in Chicago attempt to clear the street outside the Conrad Hilton Hotel headquarters 
of Vice President Hubert H11mpl1rey and Sen. Eugene McCarthy, during an anti-war 
demonstration t11e week of the Democratic National Convention. Police said the young peo
ple invaded tlw hotel. Cries of police "atrocities" went ttp, both from observers and delegates 
to the convention. At one point, as police and National Guardsmen moved in, demon
strators chanted in unison, "The Whole World Is Watching." 

city's North Side walked the streets in teams 
aiding and counseling ilie youths who had 
converged on the convention city. 

The clergymen-Protestant, Cat11olic and 
Jewish-walked all night, especially in the 
Lincoln and Grant Parks areas where the 
young people clashed with police. 

The project was initiated by t1ie North 
Side Cooperative Ministry, and its 
original purpose was to provide food, hous
ing and medical assistance to the demon
strators. Nuns worked in the kitchens of food 
centers, and clergymen cooperated with the 
Medical Committee for Human Rights which 
was on hand to treat the injured. 

Conflicts early in ilie convention were 
mostly in tl1e Lincoln Park vicinity. Many 
of the clergymen charged police brutality 
after the police used tear gas and night
sticks in t1ie park. 

CLERGYMAN IS FIRST NEGRO 
NOMINATED BY MAJOR PARTY 

A clergyman, the Rev. Channing E. Phil
lips of Washington, D.C., became the first 
black American in history to be placed in 
nomination for the Presidency before a major 
U.S. political party convention. 

Mr. Phillips, 40, pastor of the 700 mem
ber Lincoln Temple United Church of 
Christ, was nominated at the Democratic Na
tional Convention in Chicago as a favorite 
son candidate of the District of Columbia 
delegation. He received a total of 6712 votes 
in the roll call of states and territories. 

Mr. Phillips is a civil rights activist in the 
nation's capital and used the p reconvention 

and convention program to press for home 
rule for the District of Columbia. He is also 
a doctoral degree candidate in New Testa
ment at Drew University, Madison, N.J. He 
has taught at Howard and American Uni
versities in \\1ashington, and is the father of 
five children. 

WORLD COUNCIL ASKS 
RUSSIAN WITH ORA WAL 
FROM CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Top leaders of the World Council of 
Churches have joined the chorus of religious 
and government leaders around the world in 
demanding the wiilidrawal of all troops of 
the Soviet Union and its Warsaw Pact sup
porters from Czechoslovakia. 

Pleas were also made to the Soviet govern
ment to reconsider the policy which dicta
ted military intervention and to renounce 
force or its threat against nations. 

Signing tl1e statement were Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, WCC general secretary; Dr. 
M. :M. Thomas of India, president of the 
policy-making Central Committee, and Miss 
Pauline Webb of Great Britain, vice-chair
man of the committee. 

The World Council leaders said they 
spoke "not only because of the grave issues 
of peace, human liberty and dignity at stake, 
but also in response to a plea indirectly 
forwarded to us from one of our member 
Churches in CzechosloYakia." 

Reference was to a message from the 
Synodal Council of the Evangelical Church 
of Czech Brethren which was sent to all 
congregations of the Church shortly after 

WORLD OUTLOOK 



,j ,, 
" 

icn 
·trnr 
JCO· 

atci 
!On· 

orne 
also 
!Sia· 
He 

Jni. 
r cl 

. of 
ious 
din 
sol 
;up-

ern· 
eta· 
iOl'f 

;ene 
Dr. 
the 

,(js1 

1air· 

troops marched into Prague. There was also 
a request from the Czech Brethren for the 
concern and prayers of all Christians. 

wee leaders added that their statement 
opposing the Soviet-led military action came 
after asking advice of member Churches in 
the nations directly involved, Bulgaria, 
Poland, East Ge1many and Hungary, in ad
dition to the Soviet Union and Czecho
slovakia. 

111e five-point World Council statement 
was directed to member Churches wilh the 
request that it be made known to con
stituents and to governments. It said: 

"I. Vie deplore the military intervention 
into the internal affairs of Czechoslovakia, 
a small, allied, friendly neighbming state, by 
the governments of the USSR, Poland, East 
Ge1many, Hungary, and Bulgaria. 

"II. 'Ve note that the new leadership of 
the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia was 
attempting refo1m of the Party and of the 
state by legal means in no way unfriendly 
to its eastern neighbors and that these re
fo1ms, aimed at an enlargement of spiritual 
and intellectual freedom, were and are over
whelmingly supported by the people of 
Czechoslovakia. 

"III. We fear the effects of this ill-con
sidered action by the USSR and its allies in 
its damage to the confidence of peace-loving 
people everywhere--a confidence upon 
which alone world peace can be established. 

"IV. 'Ve appeal to the government of the 
USSR to reconsider the policy which 
dictated military intervention, to remove all 
its troop~ from Czechoslovakia at the earliest 
possible moment, and to renounce the use of 
force or its threat, upon its allies, remember
ing that the use of military force for any 
purpose by any power, especially a great 
power, gives excuse or reason to other 
powers to resist force by force. The As
sembly of the World Council of Churches 
at New Delhi said, 'All must renounce the 
threat of force. This calls for the end to the 
war of nerves, to pressures on small coun
hies ... orderly methods to effect change 
and to settle disputes are essential.' 'Ve make 
this appeal with some hope because of re
ported new initiatives already taken by the 
Soviet Union. 

"V. Finally, we express to the churches 
and all the people of Czechoslovakia our 
concord and sympathy in their ordeal. We 
support their peaceful resistance to the re
imposition of spiritual, intellectual, and so
cial controls which are unacceptable to a 
brave and courageous nation. \Ve call upon 
all our churches to pray for the people of 
Czechoslovakia and their leaders that by 
courage, wisdom and restraint, peace and 
freedom may be e3tablished with justice in 
their land and throughout the world." 

"THE CHRISTIAN 
CAN'T BE SILENT" 

The international crises in Biafra and 
Czechoslovakia were the setting for an ap
peal by a 'Vest Geiman bishop for greater 
involvement by Christians in public life. 
Roman Catholic Bishop Josef Stangl of 
'Vurzburg, head of a diocese bordering on 
Czechoslovakia which has been taking care 
of refugees from that beleaguered country 
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Persons with Christian 
faith in their hearts bring 
vitality to the church. As 
members of God's family 
they are concerned. From 
these come revitalization and 
renewal. 

Seeking, growing, praying are 
spiritual guides for the Christian 
family. Listening for guidance, 
talking of good, giving to share, 
arc attributes that come through 
power from the Master. 

The Upper Room helps to 
guide families and persons in the 
Christian way of life. Its daily 
readings are helpful to those who 
love the church and seek to bring 
power to it for the serving of a 
needy world. 

Start your day and that of your 
family with a meditation from 
The Upper Room. Its selected 
Bible reading, prayer, and 
Thought for the Day will make 
your day brighter and easier. 
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FREE COPY: Sixty days of i11spiri11g de1·otio11al 
reading are yours free for the asking. Send for a 
comp/ime11tary copy of THE UPPER ROOM toclay. 
CHURCHES: obtt1i11 The Upper Room for your 
member families care/ others: T£•11 cc11ts per copy 

i11 lots of JO or more sent to one address. 
Ask about the self supporting Upper Room 

Family Worship Plan 
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"Pick Me," 
cried the boy from Sarawak! 

Why should a hungry boy's pleas haunt you? 

The same cry could come from the bent form 
of a South Indian mother ... or the anguished 
frame of a tenant farmer. This same outburst 

springs from the father of a homeless household 
in Thailand. It pours from a disease-stricken 

resident of a United States ghetto. 

Its echo rings from a dedicated, but ill-equipped, 
Christian Congolese. Human need is universal. 
Why then, pi"ck and choose for your gift of a 
Methodist Annuity? The World Division and the 
National Division are in the unique position of rec
ognizing and serving these universal needs. They 
have the experience and facility to administer 
annuity funds for the work of major missions 
throughout the world. 

Including the boy from Sarawak! 

For almost a century, the Methodis t annuity has been 
recognized as a dependable source of lifetime income, 
and a productive way of underwriting the church's 
world mission. You may begin with as little as $100. 
Your guaranteed income, ranging up to 8% for those 
advanced in years, begins immediately. For more infor
mation, fill in and mail coupon below. 

r------------------------1 
WORLD DIVISION l Dear Dr. Almand: ~~\ -;,,~, l 

and I Please send me full information on: :' 
/ 

~ I 

NATIONAL DIVISION I D Wills and Bequests .. · ' ' I 
of the f 0 Guaranteed Life Income Annuity Plans W0-108 f 

Board of Missions I l 
I Name I 

of the I I 
METHODIST CHURCH I Address I 

I I I Cily State ZIP I 

L------------------------l 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, New York 10027 
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called on Christians not to remain indiffer
ent. 

"If Christians are to be worthy of their 
name," Bishop Stangl said, "they cannot re
main indifferent to the deep anxiety, the 
tyrannies, the spiritual and material distress 
of so many people today. 

"vVhen thousands of innocent children arc 
dying of hunger, when the liberty of an en
tire population of a nation is crushed by 
aimored cars, when so many other atrocities 
are being committed in the world the Chris
tian cannot and must not be silent." 

SOUTHERN BAPTISTS TOLD 
TO WORK WITH GOVERNMENT 

A top Southern Baptist Mission executive 
urged his denomination to quit refusing to 
cooperate with government and communitv 
groups concerned with meeting humai1 
needs. 

"Our individualism and our commitment 
to the separation of church and state some
times have made us give an automatic nega
tive answer" to such cooperation, observed 
Arthur B. Rutledge, executive secretary of 
tl1e Southern Baptist Home Mission Board. 

He told the Home lV!issions conference to 
"go back home ... see what is going on in 
your community and see if you can help. 

"So many times," he continued, "your 
churches and even sometimes we who are 
directly involved in missions give the im
pression that we don't care wlrnt happens 
in the community so long as we can meet 
our budgets . .. have a growth in members 
... (and) maintain order in our households 
of faith .... 

"Sometimes what we call help is not really 
help at all," he said. "Sometimes our help 
degrades the dignity of the people we think 
we are helping.'' (RNS) 

BARBED COMMENTARY 

A barbed wire fence smTotmds tlic site of the 
Democratic Convention in Chicago, and 
police wait to check cars entering the In
ternational Ampl1itheatrc. With threats of 
wotests coming from many groups, thou
sands of combat-ready state and federal 
troops were available. 

WORLD OUTLOOK 



dili,r. I ~t~ I• 

Olrt. li 
'.th, 
'1~~. 

'.n att i' 
.n t~ 

1· ·d t: 
1ci~·, 

1· :1in, 

~T 
I 

:U~lf 
ngt, 
uni~ 

lllnJr, 

lller.t 
=ome. 

neg~. 

~ntl 
ryol 
oard 
ce to 
Jn in 
~elp 
)1lll! 
) JI( 

:im-
1pem 

mert 
ibe~ 
iold; 

ea]! 
help 

:bin\ 

L 

LET 
YOUR 
GREETINGS 
HE LP r----·-----.,:· -.. ·· · -·-~., 

A 
CHILD 

HJ68 

When you buy UNICEF Greeting Cards, 

you help bring milk, medicine and school

ing to needy children somewhere in the 

world. Through the United Nations Chil

dren's Fund, the proceeds from one box 

of UNICEF cards can protect 50 children 

against tuberculosis. It takes so very little 

to help .•. a child may live because you 

wished someone well with UNICEF 

Greeting Cards. 

Fiii In and mall coupon. All UNICEF cards are 
$1.50 for a box of ten cards with matching en
velopes, and come with a Season's GreetP!lgs 
message in the five official languages of the 
United Nations. 

· - '· •, 

r----------------------1 
I
I TO: UNICEF-USC 

331 East 38th Street 
I New York, N. Y. 10016 

I 
I Please send me a free full-color brochure 0 
1 I Please send me boxes of UNICEF cards @ $1.50 

I 
I Name--------------------~ 
I I Address---------------------

1 City State Zip•----

L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -j 
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Wl1at's l1appe11i11g i11 tl1e wo1·ld? 
Wl1at's l1appeni11g i11 tl1e el101•eh? 

[(eep up through books. 
--·, 

!)i;tlo~t!e. , 
in i\ted1c11H· 
and 1 Thc1ilc 1~_L-------

0 GUARANTEED ANNUAL IN
COJ\IE: THE l\IORAL ISSUES, by 
Philip Wagaman. What does guar
anteed annual income really mean? 
Is it ethical? Is it economically 
feasible for America? This clear
cut guidebook sketches the develop
ment of the concept, arguments pro 
and con, and some actual methods 
and programs which have been pro
posed. (AP) 

Cloth, S3.50; paper, Sl.95 

O WAR AND CONSCIENCE IN 
AMERICA, by Edwai·d LeRoy Long, 
Jr. What do the people across Amer
ica think about the war in Vietnam 
and about war in general? The au
thor gives a broad cross section of 
opinion, outlines changes in our 
concept of war, and gives legal and 
ethical alternatives to military ac
tion. (WP) Paper, Sl.65 

O CITIZEN POWER AND SOCIAL 
CHANGE: The Challenge to 
Churches, by Meryl Ruoss. This 
guidebook for churchmen discusses 
the increasing participation of the 
church in social action, problems 
involved, and a theology for in
volvement. The book also contains 
a glossary, bibliography, and a list 
of organizations. (SN) 

Paper, S2.00 

0 REFLECTIONS ON PROTEST, 
edited by Bruce Douglass. How are 
student demonstrations born and 
carried out? What lasting effects do 
they have? These essays, includ
ing 10 actual case histories, discuss 
student protest around the world 
and show how it has had concrete 
results in areas such as housing, 
immigration reform, and civil 
rights. (PD) Paper, $1.25 

0 DIALOGUE IN MEDICINE AND 
THEOLOGY, edited by Dale White. 
Organ transplants, the population 
explosion and birth control, abor
tion, and prolongation of life are 
some of the topics discussed here 
by both ministers and doctors as 
well as counselors, administrators, 
and teachers. The theme is the ethi
cal implications of our scientific 
powers. (AP) Paper, Sl.95 

O THE MANIPULATOR AND 
THE CHURCH, by Maxie D. Dun
nam, Gary J. Herbertson, and 
Everett L. Shostrom. Even Chris
tians manipulate and use each other 
say the authors, and even in the 
framework of the church. What is 
the cure? Actualization is the 
method outlined which leads to a 
new sense of maturity and self
discovery in the church. (AP) 

$3.50 

~ -
Please send me the books checked above. 
Add sales tax where applicable. 
Postage extra, 20¢ per book. 

O Charge to my account O Payment enclosed 
O Open an account 

Ore/er from the Regional Service Ccn·ter serving your area NAME -------------------

19iO Main Stree~ Fifth and Groce Streets 1661 North Northwest Hwy. ADDRESS ------------------
Dallas, Texas 75221 Richmond, Va. 23216 Park Ridge, Ill. 60068 

1600 Queen Anne Road 201 Eighth Avenue, South 
Teaneck, N. J. 07666 Nashville, Tenn. 37202 

CITY --------------------85 McAllister Street 
San Francisco, Calif. 94102 STATE ---------- ZIP CODE -----

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
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BAPTIST CHURCH ATTEMPTS 
TO KEEP ACTIVIST PASTOR 

The Second Baptist Church in l\lcmphis, 
Tennessee refused to accept the resignation 
of its pastor who announced he was quitting 
because of opposition to his involvement in 
a public march the day after Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. was killed. 

Instead of releasing the Rev. Brooks 
Ramsey, the church voted in a new slate of 
45 deacons and 15 members of the finance 
committee, persons considered "more pro
gressive.'' 

l\fr. Ramsey, who was one of two white 
Baptist ministers who marched on City Hall, 
said he had received numerous calls of 
"harassment, anonymous letters, and now 
they are attacking my family." He noted. 
however, that some members had supported 
him as well as Baptists across the nation and 
other denominations. He didn't know 
whether he would stay or leave the 1,700 
member congregation. (RNS) 

IRANIAN BISHOP 
SCORES DISUNITY 

The Anglican bishop of a middle-eastern 
counhy in which Christians make up less 
than one percent of the population has 
claimed that disunity is the church's greatest 
weakness. 

Anglican Bishop Hassan Dehgani-Tafti, 
the first Iranian to be an Anglican bishop, 
told 15,000 people at a service at White 
City stadium, London, England, that the 
"church'~ greatest weakness is its disunity.'' 
But he ·did not define the disunity along 
denominational lines. Rather, he said, "Over 
and above the historic divisions and differ
ences in the church, a new, subtle and 
dangerous cleavage is appearing, cutting 
across the ancient denominations. 

"This is the difference between those who 
arc struggling to find new ways to interpret 
the gospel for modern man, and those who 
sit tightly in their familiar corners and op
pose any kind of change.'' 

Further, he said, problems caused by dis
unity are compounded for the church by is
sues such as the gap between rich and poor 
nations and the population explosion. 

While the bishop did not elaborate on 
social needs, he slated that some sec what 
the church is doing as "insignificant" in com
parison to the contemporary problems en
countered in life. 

ECUMENICAL LEADER DIES 

Dr. Douglas Horton, ec11menical leader and 
educator, died at a Berlin, NJ! ., l1ospital 011 

Aug. 21 after s11ffering a l1eart attack at Tris 
home in nearby Randolph. The 77-year-old 
clergyman of the United Church of Christ 
teas head of the Congregational Christian 
Cl111rcl1es from 1938 to 1955, and led his de
nomination into the merger with tlic Evan
gelical and Reformed Church which formed 
the United Church . His final years were de
voted especially to Roman Catl1olic-Prot
estant relations. Dr. Horton was an observer 
for the International Congregational Council 
at all sessions of Vatican Council II. His 
analysis of tl1e Co11ncil was recorded in 
fo11r books. Between 1955 and 1959, Dr. 
Horton was dean of the Harvard University 
Divinity School. Ile played a significant mle 
in the fo11nding of both the National and 
World Councils of Churches. 

WANTED JEWELRY 

I 
We Buy Old Gold and Jewelry. CASH PAID 
IMMEDIATELY. Mn.II us oold teeth, w:itchu, 
rings, diamonds, sllverw:ire, eye olasses. aold 
coins, old gold, 1llver, platinum. mercury. Sat
hfnctlon ou:irantced or your articles returned. 
We nrc llcerucd oold buyers. Write tor FREE 
lnform<1tlon. 

ROSE INDUSTRIES 
29-CL East Madison St., Chicago 2, Ill. 

MEMORIALIZE 
bonefadors, leaden, heroes In 
eternal hand-crafted BRONZE. 
Write today for FREE Catalog. 
No obllgalJon. 

NEWMAN BROS,, INC. 
5612 Center Hiii Ave. 
Cincinnati, O. 45216 

ADDED INCOME 

I 

Sell Roll-Writes for Desks, Telephone nnd 
ICitchen Notes. They sell for $1.00 nn<l you 
mnkc 40~ on cnch Roll-\Vritc 

lVritc for information 

George \Vinslon Roll-,Vrite Co. Dept. W 
P. O. Box 701, Lynchburg, Vn. 2~505 

PANELISTS AT HOME WANTED 
BY NEW YORK RESEARCHER 

Leading research firm seeking people to 
furnish honest opinions by mail from home, 
pays cash for all opinions rendered. Clients' 
products supplied at no cost. For informa
tion write: Research 669, Mineola, N. Y. 
11501, Dept. 637. 

peca:n..s 
High quality 12 oz. end 16 oz. 
pcdcges end bulk, Just try our 
testy pecans! You'll cgree with our 
customers over the notion who soy 

. . . · they're the best they've ever eaten! 

/ - ) ·· IDEAL FOR: • F•mily Enjoyment in Doz· 
/ ens of Wcys • Business Gnd Persc!'lal Gifts 

Pool Yo_ur Orders for Quantity Discounts 

WRITE NOW: H. M. THAMES PECAN CO. 
P. 0. Box 2206, Mobile, Ala. 36601 

WRITERS 
N. Y. publisher wonts books on all subjects, 
fiction, nonfiction . No fee for professional 
opinion. FREE: Brochures that show how your 
book con be published, publicized, sold; con
tracts. Write Dept. 203K 

EXPOSITION PRESS INC. 
SO Jericho Turnpike, Jericho, N.Y. 11753 
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MRS. VIOLET CHITAMBAR DIES 
:tlfrs. Satyavati Violet Chitambnr, 90, 

widow of the late Bishop J. R. Chitambar, 
died on July 19, 1968, in Lucknow, India. 

Mrs. Chitambar was born into a well
known Cluistian family. At the age of 7 she 
entered the Mission Girls' Boarding School 
at Nasirabad. Later she attended two noted 
l\lethodist schools in Lucknow, Lal Bagh 
Girls' High School and Isabella Thoburn 
College. 

She and Mr. Chitambar were manied in 
1901. They had six children. 

A leader in her own right, Mrs. Chitambar 
was interested in temperance and other so-

ENHANCE 
THE BEAUTY OF CHRISTMAS 

A complete selection of styles and modern 
fabrics. Write today for FREE catalog C-149 
(Choir Robes); CF-149 (Confirmation Robes); 
P-149 (Pulpit Robes). 

COLLEGIATE CAP & GOWN CO. 
CHlMPllGN, ILL. OKLlHOMl CITY. DKLl. CHIClGD, Ill. 

tOOD N MARKET ST 801 N. Western Ave. 169 w. Wacker Dr. 
LONG ISLlNO CITY. N. Y. VAN NUTS, Cll. 

48·25 36th SL 15525 Cabrlto Rd. 

Buy quality ban
quet equipment J 'I at direct- from-a ""' factory prices. ""-

• WRITE TODAY! ~ 

fal\ THE MONROE TABLE CO. /J{i 
m&\.. 116 Church St., Colfax, Iowa 50054 ~·-

Organizational Mission 

cial reform movements in India. In 1951 she 
wrote a book entitled Alcohol and tlze 
Bible. 

Mrs. Chitambar, with her husband, toured 
America in 1932 and in 1936. She addressed 
many Cluistian women's groups. For a time, 
she was secretary of the vVoman's Society of 
Christian Service in India. 

Bishop Chitambar died in 1940. He was 
the first Indian to be elected to the Meth
odist episcopacy in his counliy. 

THE SALVATION ARMY: 
100 YEARS EVANGELISM 

In October The Salvation A1my is cele
brating one hundred years of evangelism 
through the printed word. 

It was in 1868 that the first of the Salva
tion Army's periodicals appeared. Within 
two years this East London Evangelist was 
renamed The Christian Mission Magazine, 
reflecting the enlargement of the Army's 
work beyond London's East End. In 1879 
the monthly was renamed Tlie Salvationist. 

The Salvation Army's official publication, 
The '~'ar Cry, first appeared in December, 
1879. In the United States The War Cry 
is published in fom' regional editions. 

The Salvatic:m A1my now publishes 127 
periodicals around the world, with nearly 
2 million copies printed per issue. 

DR. YAP KIM HAO 
IS ELECTED BISHOP 

(RNS) 

A 39-year-old pastor has been chosen as 
bishop of the world's newest Methodist 
Church. The Rev. Dr. Yap Kim Hao is the 
newly elected episcopal leader of the Meth
odist Church of Malaysia and Singapore. 

Bishop Yap was elected August 9 on the 
13th episcopal ballot at the Constituting 
Conference for the newly autonomous 
church. 

The Methodist Church of Malaysia and 
Singapore complises the former Southeast
ern Asia Central Conference of The United 
Methodist Church. With 68,506 members 
(full and preparatory), it is one of the larg
est Protestant denominations in the two 
countries. There are 179 organized congrega
tions and 225 ministers. The membership is 
cosmopolitan, including Chinese, Tamil In-

... to TBOUBLED ALASKAN KIDS 
Person with training and/or experience in organizational administration 
to direct the administrative services of a medium-sized residential treat
ment center for emotionally and socially disturbed children. Work in a 
team relationship with the Director of Therapeutic Services to provide a 
smoothly functioning, efficient institution. For further information write: 
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Director, THE JESSE LEE HOME 
4600 Abbott Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

LET US HELP 
YOU EARN 

EXTRA 
INCOME 

What's your goal? $50? $5000? 
We'll supply the candy ••• one
and-only Bowers Peanut Crunch 
and other Nut Confections, Mints, 
Toffees, Salted Nuts, Chocolate 
Bars and Assortments ••• excep
tional candy that has enabled 
thousands to earn funds for many 
worthwhile causes. And we'll help 
you set up your whole program! 
Give you an achievement-award 
plan for maximum results/ Provide 
publicity and other selling aids! 

Get FREE Bowers Plan 
"How-To-Do-It" Booklets! 

Candy is our business - but 
SERVICE is our way of doing busi
ness. We're program specialists. 
We'll give you personalized coun
sel ••• suggest the plan best 
suited to your needs ••• then 
guide you through every step of 
your sale from planning to prolit
counting ! 

Clip, Mail Coupon NOW! 
-------------------------------i 

BOWERS CANDIES, Dept. RR-84 
Moorestown, N.J. 08057 

Without obligation to me, send 
complete description of Bowers fa
mous, original Money-Making Plan. 

Name of Group 

Your Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Phone Number Your Goal 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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THE CHOICE 
CALLED ATHEISM 

by Orio Strunk, Jr. 

Contemporary Christians cannot dis
miss atheism as an immoral stance 
quite without human integrity. Ac
cording to Dr. Strunk, "it would be 
exceedingly difficult to determine who 
has executed more atrocities on hu
manity-organized believers or athe
istic activists." In his introductory out
line of information and opinion on 
atheism, he helps today's Christian 
understand how to effectively con
front the modern atheist. Paper, $1.95 

AT YOUR COKESBURY BOOKSTORE 

-ABINGDON PRESS 

THE BOOK PUBLISHING DEPARTMENT OF 
THE METHODIST PUBLISHING HOUSE 

rLOOK ! OCTOBER 1968 

dians, Europeans, Sengoi, !bans and other 
groups. There are missionaries from the 
United States, Britain, Indonesia, Gennany, 
the Philippines, Korea, Australia, India and 
Thailand. 

Bishop Yap will be the only bishop in the 
Methodist Church of Malaysia and Singa
pore, which will include five annual confer
ences-1\falaya, Malaysia Chinese, Sarawak, 
Sarawak !ban and a new conference com
prising Tamil-speaking congregations. Each 
annual conference will have a president, who 
will be its executive officer. There will be a 
General Conference, with an equal number 
of ministerial and lay delegates from the five 
annual conferences. 

At 39, Bishop Yap is the youngest Meth
odist bishop to be elected this year. He suc
ceeds Bishop Robert F. Lundy, an American 
missionary and church leader who was 
elected to a four-year episcopal te1m in 
1964. 

DEATHS IN MISSION RANKS 
Four persons related to United Methodist 

mission work at home and overseas have 
died within recent months. 

The Reverend Dr. A. H. Rapking, 82, who 
was for several years a director of the De
partment of Town and Country \\'ork in the 
Board's National Division, died June 8, at 
Lost Creek, West Virginia. 

The Reverend Steadman Aldis, 88, who 
was a missionary to India for 37 years, died 
June 22 at Ft. Scott, Kansas. 

The Reverend Wesley M. Smith, 85, a 
missionmy to China for 43 years, died June 

28 at l\larionville, Mo. 
The Reverend Dr. Marion Boyd Stokes, 

85, a missionary to Korea and Cuba for .fl 
years, died July 4 at Misenheimer, N. C. 

RETIRING EXECUTIVES 
In the August issue of \VonLD OUTLOOK 

we listed ten women staff members (or 
fmmer staff members) of the woman's Di
vision who retired on August 31. 

To the Retired List we are now adding 
others who are retiring this year: \Vesley 0. 
Clark, Dayton, Ohio, treasurer of the [for
mer] EUB Board of Missions for 28 years; 

The Rev. Dr. Philip C. Edwards, execu
tive in urban work of Methodist Board since 
1958; 

Miss Mary H. Crawford, 48 years in the 
field of finance in the National Division of 
the Board and a predecessor agency; 

Mrs. Gladys Gabrielson, since 1941 re
cording secretary, 'World Division of the 
Board; 

The Rev. Dr. Gerald B. Harvey, on Meth
odist Board since 1956 as a specialist in over
seas Christian education; 

Miss Isabel Kennedy, on staff of Board 
since 1957 in National Division; 

J. Kenneth Murray, Board attorney since 
1941; 

The Rev. DeWitt S. Dykes, field staff, Na
tional Division of Board, since 1956; 

Two financial crnsade directors in Na
tional Division, the Rev. Arnem Roberts, 
(Delaware), and the Rev. Carl Bergsten 
(Mo.), nine years, and five years of service. 

........................................................................................................................ 

WORLD OUTLOOK 
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE 

Room 1320 
475 Riverside Drive 

New York, N. Y. 10027 

ATTACH MAILING LABEL HERE 

FOR 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS NOTICE 
• OR SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL 

Before you move, send us your new address. Avoid delay in delivery of your 
WORLD OUTLOOK. Notification must reach us 30 days before the change is 
effective. Include your old address (attach mailing label in space provided) 
and type or print new address in the form below. Be sure to include ZIP code. 

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION: WORLD OUTLOOK, United States and Latin 
America, $3.00 per year. 
(Canada, $3.25; All other foreign, $4.00) 

D To enter a subscription to WORLD OUTLOOK, check this box, type or print 
name and address in the form below (if a renewal, attach mailing label 
in space provided), and include check or money order in payment. 
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UNITED METHODIST 
'Poteuda!Uf Sewtce 

so l ;;rn J 

e A Quadrennial Emphasis Program created by General Conference 

• Assigned to the National Division for administration 

• An office has been established and staff employed: 

The Rev. Randle Dew 

Miss Betty Letzig 

• Planning process now going on 

Ideas and suggestions are needed 

Volunteers, age 18-30, are needed for proj

ects of reconciliation and reconstruction. 

Terms of service vary. Subsistence pay. 

Watch for further announcement 

UNITED METHODIST 11~ Se'Wiu 
475 Riverside Drive-Room 342 

New York, New York 10027 
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NOTICE 
ANYTHING 
NEW? 

TRINITY 
UNITED 

METHODIST 
CHURCH 

NEW 

UNITED 
METHODIST 

REFLECTIVE 
ROAD 

MARI(ERS 
Now available-new United Methodist reflective road. mark
ers-a constant sign of welcome to visitors and tourists. 
This 24" wide x 30" high marker is finished in weather-proof 
enamel, constructed of heavy steel, and covered with a clear 
protective coating. Three 1;4" holes are pre punched for easy 
mounting. By day, the marker is maroon and cream; at 
night the cross, border, letters, and directional instructions 
reflect in silver "codit." Order your new United Methodist 
road markers now. Transportation extra from Nashville. 

ORDER FORM 

Style A 

LATIN CROSS 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 
NO DIRECTIONAL COPY 

t 
UNITED 

METHODIST 
CHURCH 

each 
1.............. $5.00 
2 ..... • ... • ...• $4.74 
3 .............. $4.52 
4.............. $4.33 
5..... $4.10 
6 or more. . . . . $4.00 
Quantity desired __ _ 
Arrows (add 50~ each) 
__ Left __ Right 

STYLE B 

LATIN CROSS 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 
DIRECTIONAL COPY 

t 
UNITED 

METHODIST 
CHURCH 

each 
1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7.92 
2.......... . .. $6.30 
3............ $5.90 
4.............. $5.54 
5 .............. $5.25 
6 or more ....... $5.00 
Quantity desired __ _ 
Indicate directional copy 

Arrows (add 50¢ each) 
__ Left __ Right 

STYLE C 

NO CROSS 
YOUR CHURCH NAME 
NO DIRECTIONAL COPY 

TRINITY 
UNITED 

METHODIST 
CHURCH 

each 
1 .........••..• $9.76 
2 .....•.. • •.... $8.60 
3 .............. $7.63 
4.............. $6.75 
5 .............. $5.91 
6 or more ....... $5Al 
Quantity desired __ _ 
Church name---
Arrows (add 50~ each) 
__ Left __ Right 

STYLE D 

NO CROSS 
YOUR CHURCH NAME 
DIRECTIONAL COPY 

each 
1............. $12.60 
2............. $10.40 
3....... $ 9.50 
4........... $ 7.98 
5.......... $ 7.25 
6 or more ...... $ 6.13 
Quantity desired __ _ 
Church name ----

Indicate directional copy 

Arrows (add 50¢ each) 
__ Left --Right 

~ • Orclcr lrom the Regional Service Center serving your area 

1910 Mein Street Fifth end Groce Streets 1661 North Northwest Hwy. 
Dellos, Texas 75221 Richmond, Vo. 23216 Pork Ridge, Ill. 60068 

1600 Queen Anne Rood 201 Eighth Avenue, South 85 McAllister Street 
Teaneck, N. J. 07666 Nashville, Tenn. 37202 Son Francisco, Colif. 94102 

Directional copy is limited to 20 letters and/or numerals. 
Add 20~ per letter for church name in excess of 20 letters, 

Total _______ _ 
Shipping (7% of total order>--------

_Payment enclosed _Charge _Open an account 

SEND TO -----~---...,.-,--,---,---------
(Please print or type) 

ADDRESS ----------------------
CITY --------- STAT'"'----- ZIP ____ _ 

CHARGE TO 

ADDRESS 

CITY --------- STAT'"'----- ZIP ____ _ 

I 
100&.J ________________________________ ___ _Li. 



Wl1at's l1appe11i11g i11 tl1e 'vo1•ld? 
Wl1at's l1appe11i11g i11 tl1e ehn1·el1? 

[(eep up tlirough books. 

O GUARANTEED ANNUAL IN
COME: THE MORAL ISSUES, by 
Philip Wagaman. What does guar
anteed annual income really mean? 
Is it ethical? Is it economically 
feasible for America? This clear
cut guidebook sketches the develop
ment of the concept, arguments pro 
and con, and some actual methods 
and programs which have been pro
posed. (AP) 

Cloth, S3.50; paper, Sl.95 

O WAR AND CONSCIENCE IN 
Al\IERICA, by Edward L eRoy Long, 
Jr. What do the people across Amer
ica think about the war in Vietnam 
and about war in general? The au
thor gives a broad cross section of 
opinion, outlines changes in our 
concept of war, and gives legal and 
ethical alternatives to military ac
tion. (WP) Paper, Sl.65 

O CITIZEN POWER AND SOCIAL 
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Churches, by Meryl Ruoss. This 
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church in social action, problems 
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volvement. The book also contains 
a glossary, bibliography, and a list 
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edited by Bruce Douglass. How are 
student demonstrations born and 
carried out? What lasting effects do 
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ing 10 actual case histories, discuss 
student protest around the world 
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0 DIALOGUE IN l\IEDICINE AND 
THEOLOGY, edited by Dale White. 
Organ transplants, the population 
explosion and birth control, abor
tion, and prolongation of life are 
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and t.eachers. The theme is the ethi
cal implications of our scientific 
powers. (AP) Paper, Sl.95 

O THE MANIPULATOR AND 
THE CHURCH, by Jlfaxie D. Dun
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Everett L. Shostro111. Even Chris
tians manipulate and use each other 
say the authors, and even in the 
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the cure? Actualization is the 
method outlined which leads to a 
new sense of maturity and self
discovery in the church. (AP) 
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