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WHEELS ACTION 
$4000 to buy a station wagon for the Institute for 
Christian Workers in Lima, Peru 

A call may be a command. 
It depends on 

the love 
the readiness 
the courage 
the capacity 
of the hearer 
to respond. 

Eqch year men and women are called to be ministers 
or lay leaders. 

Why are we telling you all this? 
Well, Lima's Institute for Christian Workers is in the 

business of preparing Peruvians for churchmanship . 
And the more you believe in church leadership train
ing, the more likely you will be to help the Institute 
reach people answering this call. 

As a secondary-level theological training school. the 
Institute helps pastors, deaconesses, and interested 
laymen through its 

... 4-year curriculum, consisting of three years of 
academic work and one year of practical field 
work 

•.. Extension program offering short evening and 
vacation courses for laymen and providing lay 
leadership with helpful literature to facilitate 
their work 

... 7800-volume library, conside.red to be one of the 
finest in any of our Latin American Methodist
related theological schools, undergirds both the 
academic and extension programs of the Insti
tute. 

But the Institute has a mobility probl em. Its person
nel can't move around the Lima District to be "where 
the action is" in outposts and developing churches the 
way it needs to. In short, wheels equal action. 

The next time you want to help develop churchman
ship overseas, remember this need. 

You or your church can put action on wheels for 
the Institute for Christian Workers as you contribute 
to the Project Of The Month. Designate your gift 
"PROJECT OF THE MONTH" and send it to: 

The Treasurer, Methodist Board of Missions 
475 Riverside Drive, New York,· N.Y. 10027 

The Advance Special Project Of Th e Month selects 
urgent needs from Methodism's worldwide ministries. 
For further information about Advance Special Pro-

Advance Department, Methodist Board of Missions ·t. 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y. 10027 
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June is a time of bcgi1111i11gs-a time of 
starting vacations, a time of weddings, the 
start of a new fiscal year for many. It is 
therefore appropriate that our special issul' 
on the mission study theme this year should 
center around the ncw-"Ncw Forms of 
Mission." 

Foremost among these new ways of being 
in mission in the United States today is the 
!vletropolitan Urban Service Training in 
New York, better known as l\IUST-1. Not 
only does Dr. \Vcbber describe the program 
for us but it has served as training for a 
much larger program around the country, 
known as MUST-II . 

Dr. Carothers talks about both MUST-I 
and MUST-II in his analvsis of the direc
tions that he believes the cimrch must move. 
Dr. Carother's main focus is not on pro
grams as such but on trends and directions. 
This approach is basic to any discussion . 

Also basic to an examination of new forms 
is the discussion of missionary theologv 
by Mr. Mcllvenna. That may sound like a 
forbidding and abstract subject but we be
lieve that vou will find the article useful. 

For ou1: illustrations of new fonns, wc 
have chosen three different types of ac
tivities in New York City. This is not be
cause we believe New York is any "newer" 
than any other place but simply because its 
mere Sif.e means that there are more types 
of things going on there. 

The first group of churches arc so-called 
storefront churches of different Pentecostal 
groups. In a new experiment, the programs 
of these churches are being underwritten by 
The United Methodist Church. 

The second area we have chosen is not 
fo1mally related to any church. It is a group 
of narcotics addicts who are trying to re
habilitate themselves. 

The third area is an unusual drama com
pany which uses giant puppets to comment 
on the world we live in. 

That world includes a great many coun
tries whose missionary requirements vary 
drasticly. \Ve have selected two as repre
sentative. In Guatemala, several Roman 
Catholic missionaries have identified with 
revolutionary guerillas trying to ove1throw 
the government; they explain their point of 
view to us. In India, the editor of the Indian 
"'itness tells us what new fo1ms he thinks 
are necessary. 

Finally, our cover reminds us that new 
fmms of mission touch the lives of all of us, 
even on vacation. 
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"WHAT PRICE SALVATION?" 
The United Christian Fellowship of Bowling 

Green State University would like to commend 
you on your [April] editorial, "What Price 
Salvation?" It is dellnitely a stimulating article 
for those whom it concerns. \Ve hope that you 
will continue to publish editorials concerning 
these matters. 

JrLL \VrLI!ELM 
United Christian Fellowship 
Bowling Green, Ohio 

0 0 0 0 0 

Your April editorial entitled "What Price 
Salvation?" makes me sick. I am a 1'11ethoclist, 
ancl I want you to know you don't speak for 
me. I especially disliked your comments on 
George \Vallace and the Vietnam war. 

I hope Mr. Wallace gets elected president 
and cleans the Communists out of the govern
ment, the Supreme Court, ancl The l'vlethoclist 
Church. 

Mns. GEnALD INMAN 
Billings, Missouri 

0 0 0 0 0 

Without attempting to spotlight, may I say 
that portions of tliis editorial [Aprill were very 
mm:h to the point. Unfortunately, these were 
cloudecl by a cloud of slogans, generalizations, 
nnd warmed-up diatribes. 

I have no brief for former Governor George 
\Vnllace, but your reference to him is utterly 
irrelevant since he is a duly elected clelegate to 
the General Conference. In the democratic pro
ceclures of sending men to General Conference 
you have to run tlie risk of putting someone 
into office who may be less than wholly de
sirable. 

(REV.) CHARLES DOWDELL 
Malvern, Ohio 

0 0 0 0 0 

One day last week, one of our daily news
papers, ''The Birmingham-Post Heralcl," car
riccl an item titlccl, "Methodist l'\'lagazine Dis
cusses Wallace," in which attention was called 
to the eclitorial in your magazine. To me it is 
obvious that the writer of this eclitorinl clis
approves of our former Governor George C. 
Wallace sitting as an electecl clelegate to our 
General Conference ancl tl1e writer has also 
falsely labelecl Wallace as the "foremost political 
symbol of racism in this nation." I'll challenge 
any member of your staff to prove that George 
C. Wallace is a symbol of racism. I followed his 
speeches ancl actions closely during the time he 
was governor ancl before and after his term of 
office as governor. I have never hearcl him make 
n racist speech. 

Each and every l\fothodist in this nation 
should feel honored to have Governor George 
C. Wallace sit in our General Conference as 
an elcctecl delegate. :Mr. Wallace is a man of 
honor, integrity and proven ability. He has 
scrvecl his country honorably ancl nobly in both 
war ancl peace. 

I am proucl we have one of our own Meth
oclists, George C. Wallace, who is a cancliclate 
for President of the Unitccl States. You can be 
assurecl that many l'vlcthoclists as well as I in
tend to vote for this great American next No
vember if he stays in the campaign for 
l'resiclent. 

ADlllL L. \VlllGllT 
Tuscumbia, Alabama 

0 0 0 0 0 

I am appalled at the statement in our local 
newspaper today, attributccl to Methoclist 
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\VonLD OUTLOOK, regarding Prcsiclential candi
date George \Vallacc. I am in a government 
office and have accumulated consiclcrable litcr
ah1rc which is proudly displayed on my desk. 
He is truly one of America's outstanding citi
zens, an honest, intelligent, forthright indiviclual 
with courage of his convictions, all qualillca
tions which I aclmire greatly ... 

Ji.IAtw HELEN MAnSHALL 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

0 0 0 0 0 

The editorial is a classic of self-delusion and 
humanist cultism, politically motivatecl, and 
sinister as any "George \Vallace," whose general 
theme, together with the General Secretary's 
report, seem to embocly a system devoid of 
heart or reason, blindly seeking a materialistic 
solution and imposing a social system for ma
terial equality without the love, joy, or peace 
of a spirituality based on Jesus Christ. 

I cannot but believe that should Methodists 
begin to reacl tlie WonLD OUTLOOK ... t11ey 
most certainly would cry! 

CLAUDE FREEMAN, Chairman 
Commission on Missions 
St. Luke's Methodist Church 
Lubbock, Texas 

¢ 0 0 0 0 

Thanks for April's eclitorial c,n "What Price 
Salvation?" and the penetrating :irticle by Sar
gent Shriver. 

We need such to translate the teachings of 
Jesus into tlie living of t11ese days. 

Mns. J. W. REED 
Portland, Oregon . . . 

I was very dishirbcd with your article in 
tlie April \VonLD OUTLOOK .... You cannot 
argue with [Vietnamese] history, twist and turn 
it as you will, these arc facts, do not try to 
make us believe differently. A mistake to try 
to help people? Then why <lo we have churches, 
why do we have missions, and why do we 
believe in Cod? \Ve are not perfect, our gov
ernment is not perfect, but at least we have 
tried. Why not try to help the right side for 
a while, print some mistakes the other side has 
made, put things in their proper place and be 
the kincl of magazine people will want to keep 
on receiving? 

I agree with the Baptist prayer in tlie article 
by Sargent Shriver. "May the Lord deliver me 
from my friends. I'll take care of my enemies 
myself." I pray the United States can do the 
same. 

MRs. MAmLEE PAYNTER 
Otis, Kansas 

LETTER WRITERS ON LETTER WRITERS 
Is the shock ancl revulsion of the writer [page 

4] in your April WORLD OUTLOOK due to a 
fact of our national creclibility gap or to tlie 
publicity about it? Thankfully it is media like 
\VonLD OUTLOOK that give us the facts. 

To the woman who doubts that your article 
on the Draft Resisters represents true }.lethocl
ism, I suggest that she reacl the Social Creccl of 
the Ji.lethoclist Church, section on Military Ser
vice. She will also fincl that all major denomina
tions have like stancls .... I am thankful that 
the lcaclcrs of our denomination have taken the 
stand on this war that they have. 

Mns. w~r. F. IloSTICK 
Inkster, Michigan 

0 0 0 0 0 

In the April issue, several writers objected to 
articles ancl editorials as if "'true" .Mcthoclists 
shoulcln't talk like that. 

Who are "true" Methoclists? The Metl1oclist 
Church draws a circle that takes in people of 
very diverse opinions, theologically, economical
ly and politically. It has room for such various 
personalities as Oral Roberts and Stanley Jones. 

It seems to me that as Christians we should 
be aware of clifferent viewpoints on many con
temporary subjects. Otherwise we are in danger 
of becoming solidified into an obsolete or tra
ditional attitude towarcl them. 

\Ve also need to learn about other religions, 
ancl denominations, and something of their be
liefs .... \Ve can appreciate our own heritage 
more by Ilnding some good in the other "isms," 
too. God has spoken to people in diverse ways. 

I want my church publications to keep me 
informed of current thoughts and views, po
litically and theologically. I may not agree with 
all that is written, but it might keep my mind 
from getting molcly. 

frA CONNER 
Sand Springs, Oklahoma 

PRAISE FOR 
DR. AND MRS. ALDRICH 

The year 1968 will see many changes here. 
One change is tliat Dr. and Mrs. H. C. Aldrich 
will be retiring this year. 

Dr. Alclrich, the son of miss10nary parents, 
was born in India. After attending college and 
meclical school in the United States, he came to 
Nadiad with his bride. They were appointed 
to India in 1930. 

Since 1937 Dr. Alclrich has been tlie chief 
surgeon and t11e superintendent of Metl10dist 
Hospital. 

Mrs. Aldrich has always given of her time 
ancl talent in tlie mission work. In recent years 
she has served as administrative assistant to her 
husband, and has taught English classes in the 
School of Nursing. 

The Aldriches will be greatly missed, and 
will always be remembered in many hearts in 
India. 

MAlllAN B,\\'LESS (MM) 
Methodist School of Nursing, Nadiad 
Dist. Kaira, Gujarat, India 

PRIORITIES FOR 
THE WOMEN OF AFRICA 

In every country our team has visited, Li
beria, Ghana, Ethiopia, Tanzania, and Kenya, 
we have found women leaders to be intensely 
interested in making more opportunities avail
able to women and girls. This is the top pri
ority, and in fact, education for all is the aim. 

We have seen programs sponsored by the 
church, by the Y. W. C. A., by interclenomina
tional agencies, ancl by agencies in cooperation 
with the government. Many are working at such 
tasks, but still much needs to be done. 

African women are very energetic. \Ve have 
everywhere seen women selling produce in the 
market places or on tlie streets. 

In all the countries visited, tlie home train
ing courses arc very popular. The husbands 
want tl1eir wives to take these courses, so they 
encourage them. The women learn to <lo many 
kinds of hand work, including embroidery, knit
ting, crocheting, ancl sewing. They are taking 
courses in Home Management, Child Care, and 
in Reading, Writing, ancl Arithmetic. 

In Ethiopia we were granted an auclience 
with His Excellency, Emperor Haile Selassie II. 
The Board of the Y. \V. C. A. expressed their 
appreciation to tlie Emperor and his family for 
their support of the Y. W. C. A. work through 
the years. The Emperor replied that this was 
no more than they should have clone. The Em
peror is a very generous man, and his family is 
generous also. 

Mns. NILES CLAllK 
l'. 0. Box 21, Waterloo, S. C. 29384 
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PHOTEST ANT CROSSCUHHENTS IN 

MISSION: The Ecumenical-Conserva
tive Encounter. Edited by Norman A. 
Horner. Abingdon, HJIJ8. 224 pp. $4.50. 

The occasion of this modest symposium 
is clcarlv set forth in the Editor's \·aluablc 
"Introdt;l'lion": "an apparently widening 
gulf in recent years between the ecumenical 
and the conservative evangelical philoso
phies of world mission." Its goal is suggested 
in the query: "\Vhat arc the possibilities for 
understanding and exchange, even joint 
action?" 

The book's plan is admirable. To each of 
its three parts, treating respectively of "The 
i\landates: Motivation a11d Respo11sibilit11 
for World 1\Jissio11s," "The Design: Objec
tives i11 "'orld Mission," "The Process: 
Strategy of World 1\Iissio11," a widely recog
nized spokesman for ecumenically related 
Churches and for conservative-evangelical 
missionary Societies has been invited to 
present the presuppositions, convictions and 
programs of his constih1cncy. Apparently, 
however, there was no interchange of pre
liminary drafts between the discussants; 
"dialogue" is, therefore, implicit rather than 
explicit. 

In many ways, the ablest and most val
uable essays are the first and the last; read
ers hard pressed for time may wish to focus 
upon them; only between them is there 
real diitloguc. James A. Scherer's introduc
tory chapter traces the dialectical develop
ment of theology and strategy within the 
traditional Protestant missionary enterprise 
succinctly from Edinburgh 1910 through 
Jerusalem 1928, Tambaram 1938, Whitby 
1947, Willingen 1952 (there is a puzzling 
neglect of Ghana 1958) to the "integration" 
of the International Missionary Council with
in the World Council of Churches at New 
Delhi 1961 and on to the i\foxico City 
meeting of the WCC's Commission on 
'..Vorld lV!ission and Evangelism in 1963, 
concluding with some penetrating "Ques
tions to Conservative Evangelicals." 

Dr. Harold Lindsell's response, "A Con
servative Evangelical Exposition," offers a 
disappointingly dogmatic, indeed arrogant, 
declaration of the "alternatives" confronting 
God in His "intention for all men to be 
saved," which flatly contradicts his own 
caveat against "man's idea of what God 
ought to be like," and shows no recognition 
of what one of the greatest of Christian 
theologians was fond of stressing: "the 
sovereign unpredictability of God's Holy 
Spirit." Indeed, the first two conservative 
essays betray all too clearly not so much 
a "widening gulf" as a rigid hardening of 
self-assertion which is at far remove from 
the winsome, ardent, contagious, challeng
ing exponents of conservatism whom one 
has often met overseas. 

Nor are the two other "ecumenical" pres
entations reassuring. Richard Shaull draws 
far too exclusively upon his personal disil
lusionment with exh·emely traditional mis
sions in Latin America. His disparagement 
of "most of the younger churches" as 
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duonwd to survive only "as small ghclto 
communities" is a caricature of the vibrant, 
confident, forth-reaching reality of younger 
ehmchcs in Asia, Africa and the Pacific 
Islands as I have discovered them at first 
hand in the past five years. David Stowe's 
catalogue of "What God Is Doing" (?), 
from "Knowledge Explosion" through "Cy
bernetics and Automation" to "Cosmopoli
tanization" (contradicted by "nationalism"), 
is a useful listing, but affords little concrete 
guidance for the period ahead. Small wonder 
that U.S. News a11d World Report in mid
.January captioned a survey of missions to
dav: "\Vhere the Churches Are in Trouble." 
(A report in mid-May in the same magazine 
gives a remarkably comprehensive and trust
worthy conspectus of national leadership in 
the Churches of Asia, Africa, Latin America 
and the Pacific Islands.) 

The gravest inadequacy of this volume 
is its almost total neglect of the younger 
churches and their leaders-until the final 
essay. Dr. Arthur F. Glasser is as refreshing 
in his candid confession of the shortcomings 
of conservative cvangelicals-"truncated 
... neglect of the cultural mandate," "ten
sion between national churches and foreign 
missions,"" 'dog-in-the-manger' ecumenism," 
"proliferation of denominations, competing 
student movements, etc., whose differences 
arc minimal"-as he is prophetic in his ap
preciation of the role of younger church 
leadership in the realization of Christian 
unity: "These younger churches where the 
Holy Spirit is most active are the most 
vocal in expressing pain over the foreignness 
of the divisions imported into their midst 
from the \Vest." Here is a call to "Authentic 
Ecumenism" to which conciliar and non
conciliar Christians alike can wholeheartedlv 
respond. · 

The lesson from this volume is clear: for 
the overleaping of the "gulfs" which sep
arate, we must look hopefully not to em
battled ecumenists and evangelicals in the 
Old ·world but to Christians of their sister 
churches overseas. 

HENRY P. VAN DUSEN 

Dr. Van Dusen, a past president of Union 
Tlieological Seminary in New York, has 
visited most of tlze younger clmrclzes around 
tlze world. 

MORALS IN A FREE SOCIETY, by 
Michael Keeling. New York, 1968: Sea
bury Press, 142 pages, $3.50. 

In a recent essay criticizing the "new 
morality" Bishop Gerald Kennedy compared 
the modern theologian to the skipper of 
a sailing ship. The sailor who maneuvers a 
sailboat finds that he must tack back and 
forth with and against the wind. He finds 
that his fragile vessel is not able to follow 
the straight line like a powerful steamer. 
Being careful neither to exceed nor ignore 
the limits imposed by the winds, he must 
constantly check and maneuver his craft 
in order to maintain the course. 

Michael Keeling has taken up the diffi
cult task of setting a course for Christian 
morality. He is quick to point out the two 
extremes of moral positions which must be 
avoided. Between authoritarianism on the 
one hand and a "desperate search for quick 

pleasure'" on the other is the mitldle position 
of "tolerance and courage." 

Tolerance in moral statements means 
caution. vVc arc told that a knowledge of 
the nature of our moral judgments should 
make us very cautious indeed about legis
lating in matters of morals, or wanting to 
make other men good. 

Courage is the courage of Christ in Geth
semane. \Ve must, he says, have the courage 
of humility and of accepting what may 
seem a threat to personality itself-the 
courage of not knowing. 

The major moral change of modern times. 
says Keeling, is the increase in concern for 
the poor and the weak and the emphasis 
on the value of the life of every family. But 
it is not clear whether "concern" implies 
tolerance for the present situation or rather 
an intolerance of it. 

The author's moral theology is finally 
summed up with the admonition to remem
ber that to cxe-rcise tolerance demands the 
courage first of all to accept ourselves. 

This seems to be what the "new moralitv" 
or "sihmtion ethics" has become in England. 
Keeling's country. The modern "situation
ists" in the U.S. insist that love will solve 
all the problems of moral conflict and ten
sion. Love is the path between the blind 
law of institutionalism and the licentious 
freedom of individualism. But "be tolerant 
with courage" is an equally simplistic solu
tion. 

Keeling is aware that "it is difficult if not 
impossible to become an expert in as many 
fields as this book has entered, so that the 
opportunity for mistakes has obviously been 
very large." The real danger however seems 
to be oversimplification. 

THOMAS M. PUCELIK 

Fr. Pucelik teaches in the Department of 
Religion at Bradley University in Illinois. 

THE CONFESSIONS OF NAT TURNER, 
by William Styron. New York, 1967: Ran
dom House; 428 pages, $6.95. 

When a serious writer like William Styron 
publishes a novel about a slave revolt in the 
Virginia of 1831, one can be quite sure that 
it is not simply one more cardboard and 
tinsel historical novel. Nor is the point of 
the exercise simply to illuminate a small 
corner of hist01y. The author's real aim is 
to shed light on contemporary events and 
states of mind. 

This is not to suggest that Styron has 
done anything so crude as to put a set of 
modern-day black-power fanatics and south
ern rednecks in fictional fancy dress and 
then draw heavy-handed parallels between 
past and present. The relevance of The 
Confessions of Nat Turner is for subtler 
and deeper than that. What the book does 
-and does splendidly-is to enable us to 
realize the sickness of today's brand of 
racism by giving us fresh insight into the 
roots of that madness. 

The story is based on a historical incident, 
a bloody rampage led by a black preacher 
and slave named Nat Turner, which resulted 
in the deaths of scores of whites and blacks. 
The tale is told in Nat's own language, 
biblically based, but at the same time supple 
and nuanced. 
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Heading this book, one mmes lo under
stand the corrosive effect of discrimination 
on a human soul. By dissecting a small 
society remote from us in time and place, 
Styron helps us to grasp the dehumanizing 
impact on white and black alike of the racial 
cancer in our society. 

The book is above all a deeply moving 
testament to the human spirit-its capacity 
for greatness and its capacity for degrada
tion. It was recently awarded the Pulitzer 
Prize for fiction for 1967. 

EnNEST n. BOYNTON, Jn. 

AFRICA, A List of Printed Materials for 
Children. United States Committee for 
UNICEF. 67 pages, $1.00. 

This is a much-needed guide to more than 
300 books on Africa published in nine 
counb·ies and suitable for American children 
through junior high scl1ool. The materials 
are arranged by general regions and by 
country (in all, 48 countries and territories) 
and a short, candid description is given of 
each item. Information about the content, 
grade level, price and quality of each item 
is included. 

One valuable aspect of the guide is that 
books not recommended (for outdatedness, 
condescending tone, etc.) are also listed. 
The compilers note that few books met both 
the critical standards of writing and illus
trating for children and of accuracy on 
Africa. 

The list can be ordered from U.S. Com
mittee for UNICEF, 331 East 38th St., New 
York, N.Y. 10016. 

C.E.B 

WHY HE CAME, by Kenneth Oxner 
Eaton. Nashville, 1967: -Abingdon 
Press. 126 pages. $2.75. 

The author is minister of the Congrega
tional Church of Northridge, Calif., and is a 
graduate of Acadia University, Nova Scotia, 
and Andover Newton Theological Seminary. 

Seven chapters give as many reasons why 
Jesus came to live among men on earth. He 
came, the author asserts, to preach, to seek 
and to save, to bring life, to enjoy life, to 
judge, to bring division, to destroy demons. 

The chapters are written with clarity and 
simplicity-and with power to convince the 
reader. Says the author: "We must learn to 
see in Jesus a 'Christ of gigantic proportions,' 
of enormous power and vitality and compe
tence; a true Master of men, an expert 
physician, a Lord worthy of commanding our 
admiration and obedience." His book pre
sents Jesus in just this light and dimension. 

PIONEERS OF THE YOUNGER 
CHURCHES, by John T. Seamands. 
Nashville, 1967: Abingdon Press. 221 
pages, $4.95. 

Much has been written-and much is 
known in American churches-about the 
great missionaries who 300 years have gone 
into "the uttermost parts of the Earth" to 
proclaim the Good News and the message of 
salvation. It is right that they should be 
known and honored. 

But during the past century-and even 
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beforc-"national" Christians (once called 
"native")-men and women born and raised 
in the missionary-receiving lands-have 
seen the light of the Christian faith and 
have themselves pioneered in proclaiming it 
to their own people. Some have suffered 
martyrdom; some have been rejected by 
family and friends. And some have blazed 
evangelistic and educational trails in Europe 
and America. There are epic and classic 
stories of suffering and service paralleling the 
acts of the missionaries. But, for the most 
part, they are unknown in missionary-send
ing circles of which they arc indeed the 
products. 

Professor John T. Seamands, son of Meth
odist missionary parents in India, now pro
fessor in Asbury Theological Seminary, has 
written Pioneers of tlze Yormger Churches to 
rescue some of these pioneers from oblivion, 
and to present them afresh to English-speak
ing churches. From the vast number of 
eligibles, he selects fourteen men and women 
for biographical sketches and interpretation 
of their contributions to Christian missions. 
He classifies them as trailblazers, administra
tors, evangelists, educators, reformers, mis
sionaries, or martyrs-two of each. 

"One fact is clear," says Dr. Seamands. 
"Goel uses all types of people in the build
ing of his church." These are builders whose 
memories should ever be kept fresl1. 

W.W.R. 

HANDICAP RACE, by Dorothy Clarke 
Wilson, New York, 1967: McGraw-Hill, 
178 pages, $5.95. 

Those who have enjoyed Dorothy Clarke 
Wilson's previous books will be interested 
to know of this new one, Handicap Race, 
written as an outgrowth of another biog
raphy of hers, Take My Hands. 

Handicap Race gives an intimate picture 
of the life and character of Roger Arnett, a 
paraplegic who overcame extreme physical 
difficulties to live a rich and useful life. 
He is now married, has three adopted chil
dren and is engaged in a full-time career at 
the University of Michigan. 

While he was at the height of fame as 
a runner, as a student at the University of 
Michigan, his spinal chord was severed in 
an automobile accident. In spite of years of 
pain and anguish, he later completed his 
college education, received a master's de
gree, and also became ordained an elder 
in The Methodist Church. In his spare 
time he works with handicapped persons in 
Ann Arbor. Television, Radio and Film 
Commissions is distributing a short movie of 
his work, entitled "The Visit." 

The book is written in a l10mespun de
tailed descriptive style-with warmth and 
understanding. Mrs. Clarke develops her 
story in a way that will give help and en
couragement to those with similar liandicaps 
and to those who are working with them. 

Mrs. Wilson has written six novels, one 
of which, Prince of Egypt, won the West
minster Fiction Award in 1949. However, 
she also enjoys writing biographies. One of 
her best known is the story of the life of 
Dr. Ida Scudder of India, Doctor Ida. 

LILLIAN JOHNSON 

!Hiss Johnson is Executive Secretary of the 
'Vesleyan Service Guild. 

ODDS AGAINST EVENS, by Ernest Mar· 
vin, Philadelphia, 1968, Westminster 
Press, 124 pages, paperbound, $1.65. 

"This honest, gay, exhilarating book is 
a herald of spring for the Church every
where-so long as it's wide awake,'' states 
Bruce Kenrick, in an enthusiastic Intro
duction. 

The author of this book, Ernest Marvin, 
is an ordained minister of the Presbtyerian 
Church of England, a member of the Iona 
community, and pastor of St. James', Lock
leaze, England. 

The story deals in a readable way with 
the work amongst young people of this 
community. The minister and his aides, over 
a period of a decade, have gotten right 
down to brass tacks in the matter of dealing 
with individuals, groups, and even gangs. 

These leaders are idealists, but not of the 
starry-eyed type. They have found a way 
of getting young people to attend evening 
services, then getting them to the nearby 
church club. The author says: "So, over the 
years, despite many shows of reluctance, 
the teenagers have come to church. . . . 
Speed, movement, and brevity, conjoined 
to a reasonable theology, are essential in
gredients." 

The rewards and criticisms resulting from 
a passion play in modern mood, A Man 
Dies, by these youthful actors, is well re
lated. 

E.W. 

RELIGION AND THE SEARCH FOR 
NEW IDEALS IN THE USSR, edited by 
William C. Fletcher and Anthony J. 
Strover. New York 1967: Frederick A. 
Prager, publ.; 135 pages, $5. 

This volume has been published for the 
Institute for the Study of the USSR, and 
is one of a series of books attempting to 
understand and explain modem Russia. 

The thesis of this volume is that since the 
death of Stalin and the downgrading of 
Marx, t11ere has been a fresh scrutinizing 
of all communist beliefs and practices-and 
Russian thought is moving out from the old 
in every department of life and activity. To 
the Christian, a basic new development 
seems to be that the communist drive 
against all religion and in favor of atheism 
has been an almost complete failure. Re
ligion is still deeply ingrained in the Russian 
peoples: it may not be expressed in the 
manner of the orthodox churches-but some
thing basic is in the making, or at least in 
the period of quest. In the search for new 
ideals, men are looking for new rootage. 

Thirteen American and European "ex
perts on Russia" are represented in as many 
papers--or chapters-here, all agreeing that 
the Russia of Stalin is changing fundamen· 
tally-and incidentally that many of our 
mental pictures of what is going on in 
Russian thought, ideology, and philosophy 
are no longer true. The two editors, plus 
Paul G. Anderson, Father Gustav Watter, 
and Max Hayward (contributors of papers) 
are well known in America. 

W.W.R 
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Serious Business 

Thl' issue of s!'ll'l'l i\'!· ('Oll\l'it ·11t ions 
ohjec:t ion has l'Oll ll' I ll'fort• t I I<' go\Trll
ing bodies of a 1111111hl'r of l'hlll'l'hes, 
inc:luding the U nit!'ll l'r<'~h\'tl'rian 
Church, the Episcopal Cl111rl:h, the 
United Chlll'ch of Christ. aml most rc·
Cl'nlly Tlw l'11it1·d \lethodisl Cl111rch. 
Only Llw l 1nil!'cl Chmeh of C:hrisl has 
c11dorsl'd ohjl'dion to parlieular \\'ars. 
The General Conference at Dallas clc·
fcatccl a ''particular \\'ar" rdnl'nce hv 
OG-1 to '1-1-1. The American Catholi~· 
Bishops. nweti11g at the same time in 
St. Louis, postponed for six months 
consideration of the subject. 

When we in the Chmch fail to sup
port selective conscientious objection 
\\'C do three things: we abdicate an 
historic moral responsibility, we rcin
tc1vret \'ast sections of Scripture, and 
having raised men of consci<'nce we 
fail to support them in their hour of 
need. Punishment for such sins, if the 
Bible is to be believed, could be seri
ous. 

Firs.t, we abdicate the right to pro
nounce a moral judgment on wars, 
except to say that all war is bad, un
fortunate, a nastv business, hell, etc. 
The massacres o(GPnghis Khan in the 
thirtcpnth cPntmy arc thus on the 
same moral level as the wars against 
fascism in the twentieth, or the Jewish 
rebellions against the Homans in the 
first. The churches are saying that if 
you were a young ~longolian you 
should have fought with Genghis, re
gardless of what you thought about 
life, unless you were against all "'ars. 
That if you were a young Virginian 
or a young New Yorker in the Civil 
\Var vou automaticallv should have 
fough.t under Lee or G;·ant. regardless 
of what you thought ahout slavery. 
11n less you were against all \\'ars. Ha cl 
you been a young German in 'Vorld 
War II you should have fought under 
Hitler, unless you were against all 
wars. In abdicating the historic re
sponsibility to question a war (a re
sponsibility we now honor in many of 
the Church's martyrs) we are saying 
lo this month's graduates that there 
are no just wars, no unjust wars . Just 
wars. 

As a result, vast sections of Scrip
ture will have to be deleted or rein
terpreted. No hand of Goel \\'ill be 

JU~E HJGS 

Sl'l'll i11 tl1l' \\lll k of lhl' !1t•rot·s of the 
hook of Judges, i11 Da,·id·s slaying of 
Coliat h, in l he \\'ars against the 
Canaanites. "'c 11111st also do awav 
with Isaiah's interpretatio11 of th;;t 
pagan Cyrns as I lw "st'IYant of Cod" 
for \\'hat he did lo thl' Ball\ lonians. 
Assyria \\'ill be simply a wi~-kl'd 11a
tio11, 11ot "the rocl of God's anger" lo 
punish Isral'I. .1-.lost of Jeremiah, 
Obadiah, Esthl'r, a11d much ;nore will 
ha\'l' to go-all hl'cansc Christians no 
long<'r bclie\'l' that thl'rc is anv cliffcr
l'llc:t' in wars, or that any int~·rprl'la
tinn can be gin·n them except to say 
\\'hat cvcryhody else says: "\Var is 
Ill'll." The Bihk will rc•ad mon· like a 
secular history hook. which is what 
some people Sl'em to \\'ant annvav. 

~lost seriously, young ci1rist.ians 
who have hecn taught to discl'rn 
whPre and how Gm! is at work in their 
lives and in the world, and who seri
ously doubt that "God is on om side" 
or any side in this war, will he dis
illusioned-if they haven't been al
readv-bv the Church's failure to 
stan~I by .them in their time of need. 
.I\ !any other young men who have 
doubts but encl up going along with 
the system will also notice the 
Church's failure of integrity. 

For such faults, damnation for us is 
not out of the question. Remember 
that hard saying, "Cursed he he who 
causes one of these little ones to 
stray." 

A Beginning at Dallas 
Any General Conference in either 

The ~lcthoclist Church or the Evan
gelical United Brethren Church was 
hv definition a watershed, both hv the 
n;tmc of its authority and b); the 
length of time hPtwccn such meet
ings. It is a happy fact that the Unit
ing Conference which brought those 
two churches together into The 
United .1-.lcthoclist Church was of a 
character that makes possible a new 
church in fact as well as in name. 

It is very probable that the dele
gates in Dallas surprised even them
selves by the broad commitment to 
change which they displayed. Cer
tainly they showed that they were 
responsive to the changes that arc 
taking place both within the church 
and within the societv it seeks to 
serve. This was partic~1larly true in 
the areas of the urban crisis and of 
the racial question which underlies 

so m11d1 d tliat c:ns1s. But il •,\\JS 

ec111ally lrnc in snc:h \'ital arl'as as 
ec:11m!'11ic:ity and church autonomv. 

There arl' a 1111ml>l'r of reasons f~r 
s11eh a shift. I 11 one s1•11sl', this \\'as a 
changing of Lhl' g11arcl among th!' 
dell'gall's. Thi'~' \\'!'re younger (al
though colll'ge sll1d!'nls would harcllv 
call them young) and lc-ss ho1111cl t;1 
the traditional way of doiiw !hill"'· 
Secondly, s11eh groups as thc.~IC'lhc~J. 
ists for Church Hc·nc\\'al and t lw 
Black \kthodists for Chmeh H1·nl'\\·;il 
had clone tlwir hnml'\\'ork in alerti11'! 
delegates to the issues. 

Finallv, tlw l'c11mcnic:al climate of 
the tinH:s had donl' its work. The-so · 
people no long<'r lookl'cl at issues sok
ly within tlw terms of the .1-.lethodisl 
tradition but more inside the whole 
Christian tradition. 

These devclopnwnts at Dallas mean 
we have a chance for a beginning into 
a more adequate ministry to the times 
if \\'e realize that these changes, happy 
as they may !JC', arc only a beginning 
and not a completion. 'Vhere we have 
come only moves us into the main
stream of our culture, not into its ad
vance guard. 

There were certain attitudes still 
prevalent at Dallas, albeit in a minor 
key, with which we must still grapple. 
"'clcome as the change in the minis
terial rnlc on smoking and drinking 
was, it was passed largdy hy appeal
ing to a reinforced pictism rather than 
by attacking it. l\loralism and legalism 
are still the enemies of renewal, with 
whichever side they are allied. It 
must sometimes be considered 
whether the whole structure of the 
General Conference and indeed of the 
church itself is not so legalistic as to 
becoml' increasingly an obstacle. 
There was a lack of interest in wor
ship which was indicative of the shaky 
theological understanding of the Con
ference as a whole. To sum up our im
pressions, let us quote from Behold, 
the valuable daily sheet issued by the 
J\Iethoclists for Church Renewal: 

"Renewal is not being satisfied 
simply because we have moved from 
being a conservative church to a 
liberal one. Renewal is the decision 
of the church to offer its life for the 
world . . . . For new directions we re
joice. However, the good news today 
is not that we have clone marvellous 
things, but that once again the future 
is open." 
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The RADICAL 
CHURCH: 
ne-w forms 

0 • • in m1ss1on 
by J. Edward Carothers 

Dr. Carothers, associate general secretary of the 
Board of Missions for the National Division, is the 
author of the recently published The Pusher and Puller, 
A Concept of God (Abingdon Press). 
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"\\le arc, today, almost 1111it:<'rs11//y a ;ob so
ciety: tliat is, we get a job f ro111 a sysif•m of 
so111c ki11cl . ... A11d the main cle111and todau 
is 110/ j11st for a job but an opportunity in 
the job." 

The content of mission is determined pita! to have the unalloyed loyalty and 
hy the Gospel, but the form of mission support of the religious forces and they 
elfo1t is cletcnninecl hy the world. The do everything in their power to earn it 
Gospel cannot he reduced into a sentence and keep it through supportive rela tion
l'vc•n when one summarizes the law and ships of every kind. There are excep
the prophets into the Great Command- tions , of course, hut in the main the 
nwnt to love God and neighbor as one secular based hospital is just as cager as 
lows self. The Gospel also includes clef- any other to make religious ministries 
initions of neighbor and a conception of possible to the patients and it often has 
Goel. But the easC' still stands: the con- greater success than the church-based 
tent of mission is determinl'd hv the institutions. 
Gospd while th C' fo1m that mission. takes This same general principle holds true 
is determined by the world. for schools, children's homes, homes for 

The old forms of mission were de- the aged, social welfare agencies and 
vclopcd in a world where the states and other mission forms that arc traditionallv 
nations were more or less primitive when non-action forms by their very nature. I~ 
compared to the present day. Because it short, the old mission forms of the service 
would require more competence than I institutions served a frontier nation that 
possess to discuss the new f01ms of mis- was simply neither willing nor able to 
sion outside the United States this article meet ce1tain needs of the world. vVhere
is confined to that area. However, it is ever there is neither the social will nor 
very possible that what applies to mis- the social ability to meet the needs of the 
sion fonns in the USA also applies in a unfortunate the old mission f01m still has 
lot of places elsewhere. validity. 

In the developing nations of the USA However, the new world that has 
following the Civil \Var there was a clear emerged calls urgently for new forms 
need for relief and rescue ministries be- to meet new needs of the world. Let us 
cause the states and federal government first make a wide generalization about 
were wholly incapable of seeing the need the new fonns that are needed. Then let 
or meeting it. Consequently, the content us illustrate the generalization by draw
of the Gospel called the churches to meet ing up a few specific illustrations. 
the needs of the world by founding all Our society is now capable of meeting 
kinds of schools, hospitals, welfare agen- all basic human needs. There are five 
cies, children's homes and institutions of basic needs for human survival in our so
tencler mercy. No one will ever know ciety: ( 1) housing; ( 2) health services ; 
how much human misery was relieved by ( 3) job opportunity; ( 4) quality educa
all of this vast investment in f01ms of tion; ( 5) income maintenance. It is very 
mission that did for the social order what interes ting to note that these are es
the governments of states and the nation sentials that depend heavily upon so
as a whole would not and, possibly, could ciety's action today. An individual could 
not do. These forms still exist today in come nearer to meeting his own needs a 
areas where local , state, and federal gov- century or even fifty years ago. Let us 
ernment functions either cannot or will take a quick look at each of these just to 
not provide ministries that are essential illustrate the shifting nature of survival 
to hody, mind, and spirit. needs. 

But the history of mission has been to l1011si11g. In the frontier situation a 
spin projects off into the social order and family could make a log cabin or a mud
let them become normal parts of the on- brick house. Tens of thousands did so 
going responsibility of society as a whole. and enjoyed their housing. You can't do 
An excellent example of this is the gen- that in the city, and today 70 percent of 
era! transition of hospitals from church our people are resident in sixteen metro
support into support from tax funds or politan centers where housing is increas
self-support from fees charged. The ingly a critical social issue even for the 
church could not possibly support the middle class. 
modl'rn hospital with its huge budget re- H ealth Service. In the frontier situa
q11in•d to supply mDdl'rn technology in tion ancl later in the small town and citv 
health service. Obviously, hospitals arc situation people lived in famil y grou1;s 
an old form of mission that is rapidly and could depend on someone for help 
passing away and it is quite clear that in time of sickness. It is not so easy today. 

· better religious ministries to patients are Besides, we live longer and more often 

I
I, often provided in those hospitals that are are alone in old age. Without health ser-

neither church-related nor church-sup- vices agencies we suffer more today than 
ported. The main reason for this is the of old . 

I desire of the tax or fee-supported hos- Job 011port11nity. Until a few years ago 
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"(We must not forget) the crisis in the na
tion brouglrt about by the migration of black 
citizens into the cities because farming has 
been meclwnized." 
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it was relatively easy to become a self
employed person. \Ve are, today, almost 
universally a job society: that is, we get a 
job from a system of some kind. It is in
creasingly noted that we are a society of 
employees. Even the manager of a large 
corporation is an employee, not an em
ployer. With a vast majority of the new 
jobs being in the service of local, state, or 
federal governments, we are also becom
ing a different kind of job society. And 
the main demand today is not just for a 
job, but an oppo11u11ity in tlie fob. 

Quality Education. Just any old educa
tion is no longer acceptable. The people 
know that job opportunity is somehow 
linked to quality education. Further
more, the enlightened citizen knows that 
education has to be for a lot of things be
side job opportunity or the nation is sunk 
by ignorance of its own wider needs. 

Income Maintenance. At least 20 per
cent of the nation today is not able to 
work or hold even tJ1e easiest job. These 
are the aged, the very young, tJ1e emo
tionally and physically crippled. The 
welfare system that was a big improve
ment over what we had prior to the 
1930's is wholly inadequate today. It is 
wasteful, degrading and hinders tJ1e de
velopment of self-supporting habits. \Ve 
need a new social instrument to supply 
the economic rights of people unable to 
participate in tlie economic mainstream. 

All of the above are survival needs and 
as such they concern the churches be
cause the Gospel commands us to be a 
servant of our fellow creatures and of 
God. Obviously, the churches are not 
going to be able to undertake a mission 
form that deals directly with the above 
five areas of desperate basic needs. This 
inability to meet needs directly does not 
deliver the church from mission responsi
bility. It calls upon tJ1e church to discover 
what form its mission should take in 
order to see that the basic human needs 
are met. This is where the church today 
is in tension. It has been caught unpre
pared to understand its new role in a 
new world where power is held by social 
institutions that lack the will and the 
ability to direct resources to the meeting 
of human needs. 

What this means is that tJ1e new f01ms 
in mission arc taking the shape of action 
programs designed to push the powers 
now resident in various types of social 
and political institutions into a service of 
the basic human needs. During the past 
five years one of the most interesting fea
tures of American church life has been 
the sprouting up of any number of action 
coalitions, ad-lioc stmctures and con-

sortium arrangements. \Ve have CORA 
(Commission on Religion in Appalach
ia), ACTS (Association of Christian 
Training and Service), IFCO ( Interrcli
gious Foundation for Community Organ
ization) , JSAC (Joint Strategy in Action 
Committee) and a lot of others. The 
reason I have not listed MUST-I (Metro
politan Urban Service Training in New 
York) or MUST-II (Methodist United 
Service Training) is because these arc 
not direct action programs as such. But 
more about them later. 

All of the action coalitions are directed 
to some kind of effort to get the powerful 
social institutions to do what they should 
do by way of meeting human need. This 
means that the mission form emerging at 
the present time is not so much con
cerned with doing tJ1e job of meeting 
human needs directly as it is in seeing to 
it that the social institutions do their job 
of meeting human need. The social and 
political institutions that are thus being 
urged forward (if not pushed) include 
both local, state, and federal govern
ments and such private sector institu
tions as banks, labor unions, and corpora
tions. \Vitness the pressures on Eastman 
Kodak last year as just one example. 

Boiled down to the smallest residue 
one could say that tJ1e main new form 
in mission is some kind of community 
organization that is directed toward 
economic and political demands laid 
upon public or private power centers 
with the specific goal of getting them to 
move in the direction of satisfying the 
five basic social needs listed above. This 
community organization activity is not all 
of tJ1e Saul Alinsl7 variety altJ1ough 
tJ1ere isn't any question about tJ1e influ
ence he has had on tJ1e contemporary 
church. 

No doubt we are going to have a 
fairly good season of action forms in mis
sion and tliis article is not intended to 
put a damper on this fonn of mission. It 
is legitimate and it is also definitely with
in tJ1c Methodist historical tradition, for 
the earlier leaders of !'viethodism were 
community organization people with a 
vengeance. It is only the recent upper
middle-class l\fothodism that shrinks 
from social action bent on converting the 
policies of the state and the practices of 
the business and labor organization. 

Wholly supporting the late but timely 
action programs as a form of mission that 
would convert the systems within our so
ciety to do a better job of serving human 
needs, we should also recognize tJrnt the 
church has a more serious obligation than 
that of laying the lash upon the back of 
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"It is a fundamental responsibiltiy of the 
cl111rclzes to develop the ideas which will 
regenerate our technological culture into a 
T111111an-serving culture." 

JUNE 19G8 

the b«msgressor, cardess and calloused 
though he may seem to be. 

Let us get at the problem of our need 
for a more profound form in mission 
by saying that on the whole we cannot 
expect the secular social institutions to 
develop the ideas which are essential for 
the shaping of the kind of world we want 
to have. \Ve cannot expect the state to 
develop the ideas that are essential for a 
desirable society nor can we expect the 
corporations or the labor unions or the 
commercial enterprises to do so. It is a 
fundamental responsibility of the church
es to develop the ideas which will regen
erate our technological culture into a 
human-serving culhirc. It is the mission 
of the church to convert the world to the 
love of the Gospel and the big issue be
fore the whole world today is whether 
man's scientific and technical powers will 
be used to the glory of God and the wel
fare of humanity. 

Action programs as a form of mission 
are an immediate necessity but the long 
term obligation is for the development of 
a radical church that is concerned with 
the generation of ideas that will bring 
man's developed powers into the services 
of mankind. 

The poverty of ideas in the realm of 
man's social relationships is much more 
serious than the economic poverty that 
is now threatening two thirds of the peo
ple of the planet with hunger and some 
degree of starvation. \Vhy is it more seri
ous? Because the pove1ty in the realm of 
political and social ideas threatens the 
existence of the human race, and this 
poverty is largely due to the failure of 
the churches to understand that the mis
sion of Christianity today calls for an all
out commitment to idea generation as a 
means to converting technology (and the 
systems that employ it) into being a ser
vant of man's needs. 

Let us now illustrate specifically what 
this means. Above it was noted that 
.tvIUST-I in New York and MUST-II 
(now being developed in certain regions) 
are not action programs as such. These 
mission forms are mainly concerned with 
idea generation through a more informed 
perception of our environment and at the 
same time this perception is tested by ac
tion involvement directed toward the 
conversion of cruelty systems that can be 
reached in some way or another. Every 
system in our society serves quite a few 
people to their satisfaction, whether it 
is a numbers racket or an educational 
system. But the question for Christian 
mission is: "How many people does this 
system treat with cruelty?" Even our 
noblest system, as for example our Social 

Security system, is cruel to a fraction 
of the population and it is the aim of 
mission to keep that fraction to a mini
mum through conversion of the system 
itself. 

But the conversion of cruelty systems 
is not accomplished as effectively by 
action pressures as by the pressure of 
ideas that are projected by the power 
of their competent validity. This is the 
emerging form of mission that must be 
nurtured because there is a real limita
tion to action programs that tend to 
become devoted to a narrow line of 
pressure and which ride upon an ideol
ogy that arouses passion hut does not 
always get at the roots of the issues: 
that is, it does not deal radically with 
the problem. 

The radical church deals with the root 
issues and we are beginning to see that 
some of them take us far bevond the 
five mission objectives listed ~arlier in 
this discussion. The best illustration of 
the concerns the emerging radical church 
will take is contained in a small paper
back, HUMAN VALUES AND TECH
NOLOGY: A New Agenda for tlie 
Church in Mission. (Friendship Press 
1967. 475 Riverside Drive, N.Y. $1.50 or 
25 copies for $25.00) Herc we have 
raised the problems of who will manip
ulate the genetic code, who will control 
the institutions of tomon-ow, who will 
decide what we do with our natural 
resources as well as the question of how 
we will decide what to do with our 
powers to manipulate human behaviour. 

There is always danger that in our 
raising of such questions as these we 
will forget immediate and related 
questions such as the ones raised by our 
nation now being composed of a pop
ulation with half of its citizens under 
twenty-five years of age. Or the crisis 
in the nation brought about by the mi
gration of black citizens into the cities 
because fanning has been mechanized. 
Five of our largest cities arc now about 
half black and our churches there are no 
longer what they used to be, nor are 
the schools and retail stores. \Ve do have 
a national crisis. This is what is involved 
in a listing if the five mission objectives 
as being of the kind that can be met only 
through the action coalitions that are 
designed to secure social and political 
changes that will direct resources in new 
ways to the meeting of human needs. 

But let us suppose that we have suc
ceeded, as we will, in meeting the five 
objectives that we have listed above. 
\Vhat then? Because I am convinced that 
we will meet these needs within ten years 
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and meet them on a larger scale, it is 
also inc>scapablc to conclude that when 
these five objectives arc reached we will 
really be in need of a radical church 
whose vital mission is the generation of 
ideas. Nothing could be more dangerous 
than a nation of people situated in rel
ative economic security without clearly 
articulated goals and purposes that sum
mon them to a higher set of values than 
the acquisition of economic goods. 

The basic spiritual issues of the hour 
are, to be sure, economic. "Give us this 
day our daily bread" has urgent validity 
in the rural slums, the city ghettoes and 
the camps of the migrant workers. vVc 
desperately need to develop more support 
for the new fo1ms of mission that arc 
found in the action coalitions. These are 
designed to achieve through political 
change the socio-economic justice that is 
basic to a Christian society. 

But the radical church simply must 
be born. The action coalitions, for all 

their value, are not designed to generate 
ideas for tomorrow. They are acting upon 
ideas generated as long as fifty years ago 
and which have been neglected through 
the years. The radical church that must 
emerge as an idea generator will be a 
new form in mission and because there 
are signs of its emergence, let us risk a 
few projections. 

The emerging radical church will, in 
each local congregation, be a community 
of problem-solving faith. It will be basi
cally devoted to theological inquily with 
an emphasis on relating life in God to the 
ventures of man upon the planet earth. 

Theology is still the queen of the sciences 
and in the radical church will come into 
a new phase. This new phase will draw 
on the data of the world of science to 
develop a nobler sense of awe at the vast, 
unfolding territories of the unknown. The 
more we learn, the more aware we be
come of the yet unknown. Out of this 
awe-full experience, true religion is born. 

It may seem strange that one, in our 
time of popular declaration about the 
declining church, would argue that there 
is an emerging radical church: a church 
that deals with the root issue of life's 
meaning. But there are signs. ·wherever 
you find a pastor with theological vitality 
and the capacity to articulate a theology 
in preaching, stimulate theological in
quiry by teaching, and instrument the
ology by relating to man's current estate 
in the evolutionary process you find a 
growing congregational experience. It is 
to man's nature as a problem-solving 
creature that this emerging mission form 
of the congregation engaged in problem
solving faith appeals. This is the radical 
church and while it does exist, it is still 
rare; and it is an emerging new form in 
mission. 

What is true of the local congregation 
will increasingly be true of the church 
as a denomination or a council of denom
inations. The generation of ideas out of 
a theological understanding of the life 
of man on a little planet is the great 
agenda for the church in the remainder of 
this century. The generation of these 
ideas under the energy of theologies now 
emerging will bring together agnostic, 
atheistic and believing scientists, engi
neers, businessmen and political leaders 
as well as persons of the various profes
sions, including education. The Gospel 
is concerned with what it means to love 
God and neighbor as oneself. The content 
of mission is fixed, and it is a radical 
proposal in a world characterized mainly 
by cruelty and violence to propose a 
conversion of man and his systems to a 
life of love and reverence. This is what 
the Gospel requires by way of the content 
of our mission. But the forms of mission 
must now deal \vith the vast powers 
available in science, technology and 
political structures or systems. To deal 
with this on an immediate basis tl1e 
action coalition form of mission deserves 
our support, but for the long-haul mission 
we must support by every means 
available t11e emergence of the radical 
church; the church that deals wit11 tl1e 
root necessities through idea generation. 
It is tluough ideas alone that the vast 
powers available now for man's de
struction can be brought to tl1e service 
of human need, and this service of man's 
needs is the highest registration of our 
glory to God. 
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BY GEORGE W. WEBBER 

New York's Metropolitan Urban Service Training program (known to many Methodists as 
MUST-I) is a pioneer project in training clergy and laymen for ministry in the church to
day. Dr. Webber, until recently director of MUST-I, is now a member of its program staff. 
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The developing training program of 
J\IUST (Metropolitan Urban Service 
Training) has been shaped by two 
theses. In the first place, it is affirmed 
that commitment to Jesus Christ finds 
expression concretely in concern for 
neighbor. The church as an instih1tion 
and the Christian as an individual are 
thus committed to service in the world. 
MUST, in the second place, is called into 
being to challenge, equip and focus the 
resources of the Christian community 
in tenns of service and social responsi
bility. \Ve began with the thesis that 
significant resources are present in the 
community of faith that can be unlocked 
to meet the needs of an urban world. \Ve 
are more convinced than ever that this 
is indeed the case. I do not for one 
moment gainsay the brutal contemporary 
attacks on the institutional irrelevance 
and introversion of the churches, but in 
spite of the tragic pattern of much of 
church life, there remain vital signs of 
hope and many assets that can be un
frozen for the sake of God's mission. 

The initial starting point for MUST 
was a period of nearly eight months 
spent in trying to understand the shape 
of the city and its needs. In shorthand, 
we were trying to grasp the scope of 
God's agenda for the church. This is 
simply to affirm that in the midst of the 
world's needs, at the points of significant 
decision-making in society, Christ is 
beckoning Christians to join in mission. 
At this point in history, one overarching 
issue gives focus to the mission of the 
church in the ctiy the search for racial 
justice now. In the face of the racism that 
takes shape in poverty, discrimination 
and a host of companion injustices, the 
churches face a challenge to the integrity 
of their life and commitment. For MUST 
this means that in giving focus to our 
training, priority will go to programs 
that may hope to make some impact on 
racial injustice. Our effectiveness will in 
turn be judged not by how much the 
trainees enjoyed any particular program, 
b11t by the degree to which they become 
involved effectively in some aspect of 
the fight for a just society for all men. 

THE CONGREGATION 
No training program can ignore the 

reality of the residential congregation as 
the primary base today for the life of the 
churches. One major component of 
MUST is devoted to seeking out ways in 
which the local congregation can serve 
its laity with an effective style for urban 
involvement. For too long young clergy, 
filled with "renewal theology" have been 
demanding that their congregations tum 
inside out and develop a wholly new 
stance toward the world. Such demands, 
focusing on the congregation as the 

object of missionary work for the clergy
man, have rarely led to much significant 
alteration in the patterns of congre
gational life. The members have simply 
sat out, or speeded up, the departure of 
the clergyman for other fields. The start
ing point for congregational renewal must 
be in locating the mission which is al
ways already present for the congrega
tion in its own situation. A suburban 
church must be challenged, not to all 
kinds of exercises in renewal, but to an 
honest search for the opportunities and 
needs that lie at hand, demanding at
tention from men who are willing to 
follow Christ. Only a small percentage 
of any congregation as presently consti
tuted are likely to enter into sober obedi
ence, but the task is to challenge this 
group to accept their mission and then 
to nurture them in their commitment. 

In offering training to congregations, 
the MUST pattern has frequently been 
to work with clusters of churches in one 
neighborhood. Such an ecumenical 
grouping, often involving Roman Cath
olic participation, means that congrega
tions can be challenged together to find 
and undertake their common mission 
far more effectively than on an individual 
basis. Last fall, for example in the East 
Bronx, a fourteen-week training program 
meeting on Thursday evenings was un
dertaken with three Roman Catholic and 
seven Protestant Parishes. Clergy and 
laymen were joint participants in the 
training sessions under the leadership of 
MUST. The first assignment was to see 
what the churches were doing in (and 
to) their neighborhood. In the second 
stage, a process was initiated by which 
the programs of the churches might begin 
to be shaped by the facts and conditions 
of the community and its needs. By the 
conclusion of the program, a continuing 
process of ecumenical planning organi
zation and action had been instituted. 

But even if every residential congre
gation in America discovered a new sense 
of mission, we would still need to en
courage the emergence of a wide variety 
of new forms of Christian community 
that enable the churches to engage in 
the full scope of God's mission in our 
time. The residential base is simply one 
locus for congregations, important and 
essential, but for the future, no longer 
normative. \Vhere Christians enter ac
tively as men of faith into the worlds of 
industry, politics, education, social 
change, they will inevitably need to 
group themselves in "congregations" that 
equip and sustain them for the task of 
concrete obedience in specific tasks. A 
group of lawyers, meeting regularly to 
wrestle with the claims of faith and to 
seek the relevance of the gospel for the 
legal profession, will be as much a con-
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gregation as a duh· eonstituted church 
body, replete with. full institutional re
galia. In New York, l\IUST has sought 
to encourage the emergence of such new 
forms of "congregation" through a Lay 
School of Mission TIH'ology, vocational 
task forces . and support for ad hoc groups 
committed to change. 

THE CLERGY 

l\fany signs point to a widespread 
malaise in the clergymen of most Prot
estant denominations as well as in Roman 
Catholicism. Hardly a week passes with
out another discouraged pastor coming 
to tell me he is leaving the ordained 
ministry, often as he sees it, for the sake 
of obedience to Christ. While shaiing 
much of the discouragement of these 
men, I have had a strong suspicion that 
at least some of their disillusionment 
can be traced to two rather disagreeable 
facts. In many cases, they are badly mis
guided in the demands they have been 
placing upon their people. Our work at 
MUST has convinced me that manv 
clergy simply do not have the essenth~l 
capacity for analysis that is demanded 
hy their vocation. They are able neither 
to understand their community and its 
dynamics which is essential if they are 
to challenge their people to mission, nor 
are they able to analyze their conrrrega-
. l b tions in sue l a way that they place realis-

tic and relevant demands upon them. 
Several years back, for one example, the 
cager pastor of a large city church under
took a program to renew his congregation 
for mission, including a long se1ies of 
sermons, retreats for the elders and 
study groups for as many of the f~ithful 
as he could persuade. He laid out an im
pressive list of challenges. And then he 
was asked to compare his expectations 
with a realistic assessment of the actual 
resources of his congregation in terms of 
age, present commitments, financial re
sources, etc. Even assuming an unusual 
degree of commitment on the part of a 
high percentage of members, his plans 
were simply silly. In a word, the clergy
man in the parish today needs tools of 
sociological analysis in ferms of his com
munity and his congregation. 

Given adequate competence in this 
area, the clergyman then faces a second 
unpleasant fact. He has not been trained 
in seminary with skills in ministry which 
will unlock the resources of his congrega
tion. The trnditional patterns in preach
ing, teaching and pastoral work as he has 
come to practice them are often grossly 
inappropriate for a contemporary rren
eration that learns through experie~ce, 
not through books, by dialogue, not 
through sermons, and wants pastoral help 
for responsible engagement in the 
world's needs, not in terms of tl1eir per-

sonal hangups. The competence which 
parish ministry requires of the clergyman 
can he developed through training that 
is "on the job"' in its locus. 

One pattern developed by MUST re
c1uires a group of clergymen to commit 
themselves to a weekly program that 
runs for five months, from noon one dav 
to noon the next. In this way, the me;1 
are able to avoid missing a single day in 
their parish. The focus of the training 
time is on their function in the pmish. 
First question: what are you doing in 
your ministry and why? Second ques
tion: what, in fact, is happening in terms 
of your goals and purposes? This is the 
issue of honest feedback and evaluation 
so often avoided by clergy. Third ques: 
tion : in the light of such an honest ap
praisal, what needs to be changed, your 
theology or ministry, your practice, or 
what? Through seminars, workshops, 
reading, and dialogue, the group seeks to 
develop both competence and functional 
integrity. In effect, the program seeks to 
develop with them a style of urban min
istry that will keep them alive and rele
vant in the face of the ambiguities and 
frustrations of the urban setting. 

The key skill has to do with the role of 
enabler, equipper or h·ainer (these are 
used as synonyms). We believe that the 
parish minister needs above all skill in 
helping his people to learn, to reflect, to 
plan, and to act. This demands the abili
ty to work with groups, to use experience 
and involvement for learning. The es
sential competence to match this skill is 
that of "theologian." To the involvement 
of laymen the clergy must bring tl1e re
sources of scripture and tradition, not as 
proof texts, but as genuine elements in 
action decisions. It is his job to "do 
theology," that is, relate faith to obedi
ence. He must have such a command of 
a biblical faith that he brings vital re
sources of insight and wisdom to the con
crete decisions required of Christians in 
their life in the world. 

THE SEMINARIANS 
Implicit in our attention to clergy 

training is a criticism of theological edu
cation. Fortunately many seminaries are 
well aware of the problems they face 
and cooperate eagerly with such pro
grams as those at MUST. Actually our 
concern with theological students is a 
rather minor emphasis in terms of time 
and money, but still I suspect of unusual 
importance. There arc two main pro
grams. 

The l\Ietropolitan Intern Y car 

It is now open to students from any 
seminary and currently has forty men 
enrolled, including some who have had 
a year or two in seminary. The partici-
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pants commit themselves to five funda
mental clements. First, they hold secular 
jobs that can be blue collar, white collar, 
or professional. In the past two years the 
jobs have covered a wide range of possi
bilities: from a night admission clerk at 
Metropolitan Hospital to a teacher in a 
private prep school in Montclair, from an 
assistant to the vice president for person
nel at the Equitable Life Insurance As
sociation of America to a case worker at 
the \Vclfare Department. Second, they 
live in the tenements of East Harlem, 
seeking to relate themselves significantly 
to the life and problems of the commu
nity. TI1ird, they are required to par
ticipate in one community organization 
working for justice or brotherhood either 
in East Harlem, on the job, or elsewhere 
in the city. One of the men three years 
ago ran the Lindsay headquarters in 
East Harlem. Others participate in trade 
unions on their jobs, or in civil rights or 
action groups in the city. Fourth, they 
are e:>..-pectcd to participate in the life of 
a congregation as laymen on as modest a 
basis as they wish. Fifth, they are com
mitted to spend two evenings a week in 
an intensive seminar, requiring another 
six or seven hours of study and prepara
tion. The seminar focuses on what is hap
pening to human life in the metropolis, 
how the Christian faith provides a frame 
of understanding and meaning in this 
secular culture, and what is the relevance 
of the Church in metropolis. 

Such a program tends to put these stu
dents in a forced movement toward ma
turity. In a very real sense, most of them 
have lived their lives in at least three 
cocoons from which they have not yet 
broken free. First, they have been tied 
to families. Even though they may be in 
a period of great rebellion, few of the 
students seem to have achieved a ma
ture adult relationship with their par
ents, particularly if they are still fi
nancially dependent. The move to East 
Harlem, or to another inner city neigh
borhood, tends to break this financial 
link and in many cases has given the 
student a new and more mature relation
ship with his family. 

Second, they have often lived in an 
academic cocoon, learning to beat the 
system and treating subjects academical
ly without relating them to their own life 
experience. In the intern seminar, it takes 
some time before they recognize that the 
leader is not there as a teacher, instruct
ing them on the subject matter. If they 
are going to learn about the city, they 
must want to learn. 111e study which 
they do is not required, and there are no 
examinations. 

Finally, many of them either have 
taken the Church for granted or have 
been only occasionally related to it dur-

ing their college years. They are at the 
point of seriously questioning the institu
tional structure. TI1ey raise fundamental 
questions about the relevance of the 
Church and the gospel, not from a cyni
cal orientation so often typical of semi
narians, but as an honest inquiry and 
genuine search. 111ey have a freedom, 
not always possible when registered in 
the seminary, which usually implies 
some commitment to continue in the 
ministry. Or, to put it another way, how 
many of our students spend their three 
years in seminary as the most cynical, 
critical opponents of the Church, but 
upon graduation find their way into the 
institution that for tluee years they have 
had t11e luxury of attacking without in
volvement? 

111e Maryknollers 
The second program for seminarians 

was initiated by a request from the dean 
of the Roman Catholic Maryknoll Semi
nary. All of their men are preparing for 
mission assignments overseas. The dean 
was distressed t11at so much of the tradi
tional curriculum seemed to the men 
utterly irrelevant and did not "take" even 
if they were good students of the ma
terial. The program tliat has developed is 
designed to confront students \vith a 
strong dose of urban life through direct 
involvement and tlien use this experience 
as a basis for raising theological ques
tions about mission and ministry. 

All first year Maryknollers are required 
to take the program one semester and 
they are joined by an equal number of 
seminarians from Union, General, and 
the New York Theological Seminary. The 
students work in groups of ten with one 
instructor. \Vednesday is spent in first
hand encounter with one urban problem 
for the whole term. In the late evening, 
t11Cre is a period of feedback, reflection 
on the problems raised, and time for 
Bible study. The group spends the nigl1t 
at MUST and then has t11ree hours on 
Thursday for a seminar on mission in an 
urban world. The MUST staff is con
vinced that we have hit upon a very use
ful pattern for theological students in 
thus relating their theological studies to 
the concrete realities of urban life. 

Conclusion 
This report was not meant to be a full 

description of the range of MUST I pro
grams, but an indication of some of t11e 
insights tliat have struck home to one 
member of the staff during our first three 
years. As we seek in this one metropoli
tan area to serve as a training arm for the 
church, we pray that our experience may 
serve as a parable for others who also 
seek to join in God's mission in all the 
variety of forms and places. 
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the 

(or non-shape) 

of missionary 

theology 
BY TED McILVENNA 

Mr. l\'lcllvenna is director, Develop
ment and Operational Education, for 
the Glide Urban Center in San 
Francisco. 
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"BEHOLD, I ~JAKE ALL THINGS 
NEW"-Hevelations 21:5 

A wind is blowing across the streets 
and thoughts of our country. It started 
like the unnerving breeze that gusts 
through the canyons of the city, whipping 
papers and particles of dirt around our 
feet. Now the single, vague wind has be
come many winds of change. Most of 
us engaged in the institutional manifesta
tions of the church closed the doors and 
windows to the draft. \Ve worked a little 
harder at the same old tasks, hoping that 
diligence and hard work, by itself, still 
was the virtue that could keep us secure. 
\Ve did send a few of our number out to 
make observations. Some came back, 
others did not. As the winds gained ve
locity we sent others out so that we could 
better prepare ourselves to deal with the 
oncoming storm. As we sat around our 
green covered tables, endlessly talking, 
we wondered if some of our thinkers 
were right about God being dead-or at 
least gone away. But some of us noticed 
that those we sent out didn't say any
thing about God being dead. In fact, they 
sent messages back that life was really 
pretty good in a drafty world and that in 
the midst of the storms God's voice was 
heard, crying, howling, whispering, 
screaming, singing, demanding: "Freel 
Freel! Free!!!" 

The meaning of those voices for free
dom is to be our major concern and con
sideration for these next years. We will 
not be able to talk about missionary the
ology apart from freedom. 

But what is freedom? The Oxford 
English Dictionary defines freedom as: 
Exemption or release from slavery or im
prisonment; Personal liberty.-Exemp
tion from arbitrary control; Indepen
dence.-The state of being free meaning: 
generosity, liberality, liberty of action; 
The quality of being free from the con
trol of fate or necessity; The power of 
self-determination-Frankness, Open
ness, Familiarity, Outspokenness, Readi
ness.-Boldness of conception, or execu
tion.-Capa ble of motion.-The right of 
participating in membership of a com
pany, a town, or an honored grouping, 
Privilege, The right to trade or practice.
Unrestricted use of. 

The mission of the church in the world 
is to care ethically for God's action in the 
historic process. \Ve are going to be con
cerned about the freedom to be where we 
discern God's action to be; to do with the 
assurance of freedom what we discern 
God would have us do, and to use all re
sources to set God's people free. 

The Method Will Be Experimental 
Theology 

Our theological method will be experi
mentalism, which is the doctrine that all 

knowledge is dcriv(·d from experience. 
No longer will we be able to play the un
involved expert role but will have to 
learn the style of the experimentalist. 
\Ve must go to the places where the 
winds of freedom are blowing, to where
ever persons are imprisoned or in slavery, 
to wherever arbitrary control is in effect 
and there is no redress for the controlled, 
to wherever persons are struggling for 
self-dete1mination, to wherever there are 
those who are hurt or excluded from 
rights and privileges, to wherever per
sons are struggling to find new ways to 
use the resources God has given them. 

In most cases we will be enablers, 
which means to make able, to strengthen 
and to supply with means or opportuni
ties; and above all, to regard those we 
serve as competent and worthy. It is only 
as we see the persons we work with as 
worthwhile and their perceptions as im
portant that we can understand the 
meaning of revelation. This is the stance 
we must take in preparation for the co
incidence of event and appreciation. The 
kids of today have rare insight when they 
say "truth is a happening." 

As alternative modes of individual and 
group life styles emerge they will need 
help in becoming endorsed. The com
munal living style of the Hippies is an 
example. \\Then these new tribes or na
tions among the young are established, 
many good folk immediately see only 
promiscuous sex, slovenly living and 
drug use, and they do not see the needs 
and struggles of the young persons in 
their attempt to understand what it 
means to be a human being in the last 
third of this century. 

The Future Will Be Our Most 
Important Theological Category 

One of my friends, John McHale, ex
ecutive director of the \Vorld Resources 
Inventory, says that "this is the first time 
in history that man outlives things." He 
also points out that we have all the neces
saiy hardware to solve most of our prob
lems of material survival and enonomic 
necessity, but that our problem is in the 
development of "software" needed to 
give direction to the application of de
veloped technologies. In other words, 
man in the future must be concerned 
with new strategies for living rather than 
simply earning his daily bread. We are at 
a time in history where we can actually 
help determine and plan our future ac
cording to what we want in human 
terms. Our problem is that freedom 
means choice and we do not have enough 
alternative life styles to choose from. 
One of our immediate tasks will be to en
courage and endorse many alternative 
life styles. Our problem, however, is that 
the social attitudes and ideologies of the 
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church are directed toward restraint and 
not freedom. 

Let us take Christian education as an 
example. It is presently either preoc
cupied with models of the past or desper
ately trying to build a new foundation on 
a psychological understanding of man. 
As a result of these preoccupations, 
Christian education docs not integrate 
the cultural and social experiences of the 
youth of today and ends up in the same 
"bag" as general education, which in
creasingly alienates youth. 

Youth is, and rightly so, future oriented 
and must be engaged in the frontiers of 
arts, sciences, technologies and the test
ing of alternative life styles. Erik I-I. Erik
son points out that "youth finds meaning 
in life when involved in such experiences 
as reveal the essence of the era they are 
to join." Or, as one young man put it, "I 
wish they (the church) wouldn't talk so 
much about developmental tasks and 
maturity. I would rather be called bad 
than immature." Or, as one young lady 
put it after attending a worship service at 
Glide Memorial Church, "That Christian 
'Good Life' bit leaves me cold, but when 
that Cecil Williams talks about freedom 
I get turned on." 

Another example of our attitude of 
restraint was the furor raised by some 
churchmen when I suggested that most 
young adult church groups probably did 
more harm than good. These groups gen
erally were set up to protect young per
sons from the world rather than help 
them do reality testing in the social 
milieu where their personal and social 
salvation would take place. Instead of 
helping young persons learn to use we 
were inadvertently helping them to re
ject and deny those very experiences 
they desperately needed to have. 

:Missionary Theology Is a 
Common Concern 

For a number of years we have de
partmentalized the missionary tasks of 
the church, just as we have had boards 
and agencies to take care of education, 
evangelism, lay activities, social con
cerns, etc. These bureaucracies had the 
task of taking care of the concerns of the 
church. \~7e then created specialized or 
experimental ministries that were to re
port back new insights so that better pre
scriptive programming could be planned 
and carried out by the various boards 
and agencies. Evaluation was done from 
a conceptual framework by those persons 
brought to the boards and agencies be
cause of their skills as programmers or 
promoters. The effectiveness of this 
method is already past even though the 
tune they have learned to play will linger 
on. From now on we will have a common 
concern for the devising of new models 

that say "yes" to man in his quest for 
freedom. Helationships with national 
church agencies will be functional (that 
pertaining to function and not stmcture) 
and pragmatic (relating to matters of 
fact or common affairs) as new models 
are designed and tested, but only in a 
limited sense will they be programmatic. 
Projects will be designed and tested in 
the field with the help of consultants 
from either national agencies or persons 
they help provide who might come from 
any discipline related or unrelated to the 
institutional church." If these projects 
work they will be continued or turned 
over to other agencies related or unre
lated to the institutional church. If they 
do not work they will be redesigned or 
killed. This is what is called an action 
research methodology which stands or 
falls on the basis of whether or not it 
works and not on administrative ex
pediency. This methodology is made pos
sible by the realization of many in the 
church today that the church exists for 
change and must do what others arc 
not able to do. The word of Goel is revo
lutionary, requiring us not to interpret 
the world but to change it. 

\Ve will have a common concern for 
functional cooperation with other de
nominations, other religions and other 
voluntary and involuntary institutions in 
our society. The day is quickly coming 
when joint projects are evaluated and 
killed with the resources going else
where. This common evaluation will 
take place in relation to systems and 
value formations as well. \Vhen a system 
is seen as oppressive, coalitions (a tem
porary alliance of distinct parties for a 
limited purpose) will be established 
either to attack the system directly or to 
enable and second that group which is 
attacking the system. (Examples of this 
would be the support given to the strik
ing farm workers in California and the 
Freedom party in !vlississippi.) 

\Ve will have a common concern in 
struggling to revise our expectations. \Ve 
will have to be content most of the time 
with symbolic presence and not au
thority. 'When we act as enablers and en
dorsers we will no longer be able to de
fine the enterprise but simply minister to 
it. The servant role is nice to talk about 
but really tough to practice. Doing the 
dirty gut work offers few success experi
ences. This will mean new types of sup
port from fellow workers will be needed. 
The luxury and tragedy of privatism of 
past individual missionary enterprises, 
which created martyrs and missionary 
heroes, must be sacrificed when anotl1er 
method less dramatic but more workable 
is possible. Not "guys" who are good ex-

0 This has been the method of the National 
Young Adult Project. cj JUNE 1968 [ 279] HJ 
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amples but new ways of setting people 
free are needed. 

New functional team ministries will be 
necessary with each person performing 
the function he is best able to perform 
and, at the same time, supporting and 
protecting the freedom of his fellow 
workers. The teams or "task forces" may 
very well be made up of persons lacking 
academic credentials but having opera
tional skills. These new teams will be ex
perimental, just like the methodolog)' 
they employ-creating, adding persons, 
persons leaving, shifting emphasis, creat
ing coalitions, constantly making things 
new, recruiting allies-like a free game 
with unlimited substitutes. 

But what of safety and security and 
the good life? I guess we will have to be 
content with a life of faith, which is al
ways risky. We will have to be content to 
live in the constancy of change and not 
on the rock of ages. Maybe it is time to 
celebrate the fact that this world cannot 
be made safe and secure for us, for the 
church or for anything else or, as the 
Bible puts it in Philippians 1:27: Only 
let your manner of life be worthy of the 
gospel of Christ, so that whether I come 
and see you or am absent, I may hear of 
you that you stand firm in one spirit, with 
one mind striving side by side for the 
faith of the gospel. 

Evaluation 
How will we evaluate what we are 

about? This is really quite simple. There 
are four tests to place upon our mission 
style. 

A. Does it provide freedom for us as 
individuals? 

B. Does it provide freedom for others? 
C. Does it provide freedom for our 

culture? 
D. Does it provide freedom for the 

gospel? 
Now, where do we get started? How 

do we develop this style? How do we 
set people free? 

Let me quote a very bright young man 
named Bob Dylan, "The answer, my 
friend, is blowin' in the wind, the answer 
is blowin' in the wind." 
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Mr. Koi7pillai is editor of The Indian 'Witness. 
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"The youth of tlie clwrch are caught up in the transition from a tradi
tional to a seculari;:;ed and modern society." -Modern teclrniques are 
shown in this billboard promoting family planning. The sign says, "A 
small family is a happy family." 
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The Christian congregation in India 
was originally a group of converts living 
in a "mission compound" around the 
"mission bungalow." Sometimes Chris
tian villages were formed by converts for 
mutual protection against persecution 
from relatives and other followers of 
their former faith. Some towns today, 
like Nazareth in South India, which have 
predominantly Christian populations, 
were Christian compounds or villages in 
the last centmy. Most of the educated 
among the early Christians were workers 
in the church or in mission institutions. 

As their numbers increased and as 
Christianity became more and more ac
cepted as a religion of India, Christians 
spread out into various professions and 
began to live near their places of work 
in the tO\vns and villages. Christians 
in the to,vns and cities today are on the 
whole an educated class, engaged in 
various professions, including service in 
the government. They are a sophisticated 
people, compared to their pious fore
fathers. The youth of the church are 
caught up in the transition from a tradi
tional to a secularized and modern so
ciety. Scientific l'Tlowledge has brought 
with it the questioning attitude charac
teristic of all modern youth. 

Urbanization and industrialization 
have changed completely the traditional 
pattern of society in India. The pattern 
survives today only in small, remote vil
lages. Urban community is made up of 
people of various castes, religions ancl 
languages, the majority of them having 
moved to the towns from the villages for 
work. Big industrial projects, such as 
steel mills, have created entirely new 
townships of workers drawn from differ
ent parts of India. Christians are affected 
in the same way as others by these 
changes, and the Christian congregation 
today in the urban areas is rarely all local 
people coming from a single denomina
tional or linguistic background. 

These rapid changes have called for 
new structures and new forms of ministry 
in India. The local church cannot be the 

(Top) "Urbanization and ind11strialization 
have changed completely the traditional pat
tern of society in India." (Center) "The 
traditional pattern s11rvives today only i11 
small, remote villages." (Bottom) "The 
Christian clwrch m11st aid young people 
who come from the rural areas to live and 
work in complex urban areas." 
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church of all people of that denomina
tion in a town or part of a city, for the~· 
no longer all live around the old church 
building. In the industrial townships, a 
local church structured denominationally 
is not possible at all. So, ministers of town 
churches are reaching out today to form 
neighborhood congregations, which meet 
in homes and may or may not build a 
place of worship. Often they are Chris
tians engaged in similar work and drawn 
originally from different denominations. 
These congregations arc affiliated to a 
church of one denomination, usually the 
one predominant in the area. Also, in 
many cities, congregations of two or more 
denominations and languages worship in 
one church building, all members having 
close fellowship and meeting together on 
special occasions. A service by Mar 
Thoma Christians was held recently in 
Lucknow in North India in the Anglican 
Church. The visiting preacher was a 
presbyter from the Tamil area of the 
Church of South India, and there were 
Anglicans, 1fothodists and Mar Thomites 
in attendance. In some townships such 
services arc every Sunday occurrences. 
In North India church union is being 
seen as the logical outcome of the chang
ing pattern of society, leading to one 
church with one ministry, proclaiming 
the one Gospel to all people. 

The .•ministry among people of these 
urban-indush·ial areas is a specialized 
one. Christians need to discover the 
relevance of their faith to industrialized 
society. The Ecumenical Industrial Insti
tute in the steel town of Durgapur holds 
training institutes for both clergy and 
laity of industrial areas. Roman Cath
olics cooperate in this venture, holding 
several joint institutes each year. The in
stitute also makes surveys and studies 
helpful to both workers and manage
ment as a service to the whole commu
nity in industrial areas. Drawn from dif
ferent linguistic and cultural back
grounds, the people of new industrial 
townships do not easily find the sense of 
community they need in order to live and 
work together and make their be~t con
tribution. Christians, who find their one
ness in Christ transcending all ba1Tiers, 
have the spiritual dynamic to be recon
cilers in areas of change and tension, but 
they need to be helped to use their spir
itual resources in new situations. 

:Ministry Among Youth 
Largely for financial reasons, the 

church in India has generally left work 
among youth to organizations like the 
Student Cluistian Movement and tl1e 

JUNE HJ68 

Yi\ICA. The church needs to use the 
potential among the adult laity for the 
ministry among youth, shifting the em
phasis from preaching to study and dis
cussion. Local churches in India have 
largely neglected the ministry of study, 
and the laity, especially the younger ones. 
are urgently in need of help. Not all 
ministers, unfortunately, are equipped 
to give that help. The situation is serious 
in the urban areas, from this point of 
view. So far as Christian youth arc con
cerned, the church is the weakest influ
ence on their minds. "'hatcver has been 
done so far has been aimed largely at 
training laymen to be useful inside the 
church and persuading young people to 
take up the ministry or work in a Chris
tian institution. But the need of the 
hour is to help the lay adults and youth 
to live the Christian life in the complex 
and changing situation in the country of 
India. 

'Vhat About Institutions? 
This means that there is need for a 

change in the traditional forms of service 
of the church too. Christian missions and 
churches have been rendering pioneering 
service in the educational, medical and 
social spheres through their excellent in
stitutions. 'With the Government increas
ingly taking over these services for the 
people, and financially better placed 
than Christians to do so, the questions 
being debated in the church in India are: 
how far are these institutions necessary 
today to the mission of the church? vVhat 
new forms should these ministries of ser
vice take? What institutions should be 
retained? vVhile these institutions have 
been a great witness in India to the love 
of Christ, the whole pattern of their ser
vice is requiring a change. Though 
schools and colleges are still needed, the 
greater need is to help restless and con
fused young people in India to find 
meaning and hope in life. They are sorely 
in need of good hostels where their 
physical, intellectual, recreational and 
spiritual needs could be met. TI1e Chris
tian church must aid young people who 
come from the rural areas to live and 
work in complex urban areas. 

Government hospitals in the cities, 
recognizing these adjustment problems, 
have started psychiatric clinics which 
never existed in India before. In all of 
India there is only one Christian psy
chiatric clinic, the Nur Manzi! Psychiatric 
Centre, run under Methodist auspices in 
Lucl..11ow. But apart from psychiah-y, 
the younger generation in India, espe
cially in tl1e towns and villages, needs 

counselling and guidance in personal 
relationships. Many suffer agonies be
cause of the h·aditional taboo on dis
cussing intimate personal problems with 
others. This is being broken by per
sistent and sympathetic doctors and so
cial workers. For a long time the Gov
ernment will not be able to provide the 
services youth and others need in India 
today, and they constitute a huge new 
sphere of service for the church. 

Witness in the Public Life 
Christians in India have been so anx

ious to retain their separate identity and 
have been accustomed so long to render
ing service through institutions that they 
have not come forward in sufficient num
bers to serve in other voluntary organi
zations which are engaged in nation 
building. Many public institutions and 
organizations in India are badly in need 
of workers with real concern for people 
and with a true sense of vocation. Politi
cal life has been marred by opportunism. 

It is in these spheres of public life in 
India today that dedicated leadership 
and service is needed. It is not enough in 
these days for Christians to serve faith
fully within their traditional institutions 
of service; they are challenged to plunge 
into the mainstream of life and become 
adventurers for Christ. 

TI1e church in India is thus called to 
change its own patterns of ministry and 
organization and also to encourage and 
help its members towards new forms 
of service and witness in India today. 
One of its handicaps is being tied down 
to a struchlre and organization imported 
from the West and implanted in India. 
The structures are outmoded now even 
in the V1'est, but are unchanged in India 
in those churches which still have close 
organizational ties with churches in tlie 
West. As tl1e Indian churches find 
greater autonomy and unity among tliem
selves, and acquire constitutions and or
cranizations more suited to tlie soil, they 
b • 

might change faster to serve and witness 
in India in new ways. They will need fi
nancial help from the ·west for some 
years to come, though they will gradually 
become self-supporting. 

TI1e churches in tl1e vVest are called 
today to continue to help the church in 
India, but to allow the church to develop 
freely and in new ways. It is difficult, of 
course, for a donor to give money and at 
tlie same time permit the recipient to do 
what he wants with it. But the object re
mains common to Christians everywhere: 
to make Christ J..."!lown to people in all 
their changing and complex situations. 
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CHRISTIAN 

Revolutionaries 
There has been a good deal of discussion recently about the 
extent to which missionaries should be involved in revolutionary 
movements. Increasingly, some missionaries are coming 
to believe that to say and do nothing is to support the status quo. 
When they come to believe that the status quo is immoral 
and opposed to the will of God they are forced to make a choice. 

One of the most highly respected missionary groups in the United 
States is the Maryknoll Fathers of the Roman Catholic Church. Four of 
their missioners committed themselves to aiding the revolution in 
Guatemala-a country where two per cent of the people own 80 
per cent of the land and rule the rest of the people who live in sub-poverty 
conditions. They immediately ran into trouble with their superiors. 

Fathers Arthur and Thomas Melville, who are brothers, 
were suspended in January by the order for failure to 
report back to New York as directed. The priests, and Sister 
Marian Peter Bradford, were expelled from Guatemala by their local 
superior and accused of engaging in "clandestine" political 
activities. The fourth missioner, Fr. Blase Bonpane, 
returned to Mary knoll headquarters in New York last Christmas, at the 
order's direction, to dicuss his activities in Guatemala 
with his superiors. Fr. Thomas Melville and Sister Marian Peter 
were later married. 

The priests had used church funds to help students, who were 
marked for execution by the ruling power structure to escape from 
the country to safety. The students were members of a student group 
movement-Center for Awareness in Social Questions at 
Guatemala City's University of San Carlos. 

"These students would have been killed on sight," Father 
Bonpane has said, "without benefit of representation or trial. 
Their names were on a list and everyone on that list is 
killed as soon as they are found. There is no process of law in 
Guatemala." He added, "I think this is a very legitimate 
use of church funds." 

Obviously, not everyone in his order agrees. And many other 
Christians have serious reservations about the commitment 
of a Christian to revolution. 

Here, Rev. Blase Bonpane, Rev. Arthur Melville, and 
Rev. and Mrs. Thomas Melville state why they have done what 
they have done in Guatemala. 
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GUATEMALA 
The present situation in Guatemala is 

violent. The tremendous social, econom
ic, political and cultural inequalities have 
created deep-rooted tensions between 
the all-powerful small minority and the 
vast exploited majority. This tyranny has 
provoked energetic reactions that are no 
longer containable nor reversible in the 
historical process occurring today in 
Guatemala, and indeed in all Latin 
America. 

A Pe1manent State of Violence 
\Ve have experienced rebellion against 

injustice. vVe have seen strikes, demon
sh·ation~, parades, attempted organiza
tions oi- workers at all levels, and now 
guerrilla activity. The government and 
the rightists attempt to smother these 
acts of rebellion at all costs. The news
papers comment on it daily. The Guate
malan Episcopal Conference laments 
them and condemns them. These acts 
are nothing but the effects of a pe1ma
nent violence, that we prefer to call a 
"state of violence," that has never been 
considered nor denounced as such. Vio
lence simply means the violation of 
human rights. This violence that goes 
disguised as a legal process, hurls the 
weak and poor into the most abject mar
ginality, maintains systems of production 
that make misery inevitable. It is the 
political demagoguery that practices ex
tortion on a grand scale in order to obtain 
the vote of the populace. It is the com
plete dominance that the rich possess in 
all their relations with labor. It is a subtle 
violence exercised on the human spirit 
via all the means of communication. It is 
the violence that allows the small 
wealthy minority to take for itself the 
great percentage of cultivated and cul
tivatable land. This "state of violance" 
is nothing else but consolidated injustice. 

To wish to condemn or repress the acts 
of rebellion, while allowing men to con
tinue to live in a permanent state of 
violence, is the most absurd insincerity 
that we might commit; it is the innocuous 
attitude of the privileged minority. To 

JUNE 1968 

By Rev. and Mrs. Thomas Melville 
Rev. Arthur Melville 
and Rev. Blase Bonpane 
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repress these acts of rebellion without 
erasing the causes that produced them, 
is to affirm and consolidate the same 
violence. We attempt to flght the rebel
lion of the poor, but do nothing to com
bat the injustices. \Ve now condemn this 
false and hypocritical "no-violence" 
stance, which is a very comfortable at
titude in order to maintain a status-quo 
of priviligcs for a small minority and 
misery for the vast majority. 

The People Ask for a Change 
The people of Guatemala, at every 

level, are beginning to learn the causes 
of their misery, to become conscious of 
their unmerited social situation. Thev 
are beginning to learn what their lcgitl
mate rights arc, that there is hope for a 
more dignified and just life. This "growth 
of conscience" becomes more pro
nounc.:cd and more widespread with 
every passing day. TI1e ideas of dwngc· 
of structures, the liberation of man, social 
justice, efficacious love, constifutc the 
objectives of a definite struggle that has 
already begun in Guatmrnla, and to 
which we now join our voices and efforts. 

Tiie best way to effect socio-economic 
changes should have hccn via pacific 
revolution. Neverlheless, we now helieve 
that it is not for the oppressed majority 
lo decide how the revolution is lo he 
effected. It is not nccessarv to ask the 
all-powerful minority how tl1ey arc going 
to Lum over the political power to the 
poverty stricken masses, because their 
answer is obvious to all who wish to 
look. They employ violence and continue 
to arm themselves scandalously in order 
lo prevent any change of slmcturcs. 
There is no other means open lo us to 
accelerate the revolutionary proC('SS; 
there is onlv one road for 11s to lak(': 
"TI10sc who. would make pacific rc\'olu-
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tion impossible, make armed revolution 
inevitable.'' (J. F. Kennedy) 

Christian Revolutionaries 
\Ve now incorporate ourseh-es into the 

revolution that has alreadv been initiated 
by other men of good wlll. Professional 
people, students, priests, peasants, work
ers, nuns, men and women of the differ
ent sectors of society and of various de
partments of the country, we give 
ourselves with unfailing dedication, even 
our lives themselves if necessary, in the 
struggle for justice. 

\Ve promise, as Christians, in union 
with all those who fight for justice, to 
give ourselves in the search for human 
rights for the vast majority of the Guate
malan people. We are moved by the de
sire to offer an cffecti\'e witness of love 
to our neighbors, given the present his
torical situation of Guatemala. ";\Iv 
commandment is this: that you lov~ 
one another even as I have loved vou. 
TI1ere is no greater love than this, .that 

a man give his life for his friend." (John 
1'!:12) "The good shepherd gi\'es his 
life for his shet'p. The mercenary flees 
when he secs the wolf coming.'' (John 
10: 1-21) The rich woh-cs ha\'c oppressed 
the poor sheep long enough. At last, the 
sheep ha\'c hrothcrs. Christian lo\'e is 
measured by the need of one's neighbors. 
If the poor need 11s now to shout for 
justice, and the minorities won't allow 
us to do it from tl!C' temples, in the plazas, 
in the streets, we will do it whert•\·er and 
however we can. 

A life of misen· is not the nalural order 
of things design;•cl by Goel. \V(' wish to 
hrancl as a falsification of Christ's doc
trine, the ideas of resignation, passivity 
and conformity in the• facp of misen· ancl 
injustice. We. feel the need of p;1rtiei-

pating in the construction of a new so
ciety where even• man is able to have a 
full)• human life: "We do not speak of 
only conquering hunger, nor even the 
pushing back the barriers of poverty. 
TI1c fight against misery, while it is 
urgent and necessary, is insufficient. 'Ve 
speak of constmcting a world where 
every man, without exception of race, 
religion or nationality, is able to have a 
fully human life, emancipated from the 
slavery imposed by other men, and by a 
nature insufficientlv dominated; a world 
where liberty is not a vain word, a world 
where the poor Lazarus is able to sit at 
the same table with the rich Dives." 
( Populorum Progressio #47) 

Accidental or superficial refonns are 
not sufficient. Rather we should effect 
audacious transformations, total change 
of stmcturcs: ''The present situation de
mands that we courageously face, com
bat, and conquer the injustices that ex
ist. Development demands audacious 
transfonnations, profoundly new. \Ve 
must begin, without waiting more>, these 
urgent refom1s.'' (Pop. Pro. #32) 

We accept this historical responsi
hilitv het·ause it is a challcn~e to all 
thos~ who "because of their education, 
their situation, or their position, have 
great possibilities of action." (Pop. Pro. 
#32.) To denounce injustice without 
comhatting it, is to relegate oneself to the 
most hypocritical of attitudes. Faithful 
then, to our understanding of our own 
responsibility in the face of the present 
sit11ation of Guatemala, there is no other 
choice left open to us other than the 
fight for justice, for dignity, for the lib
eration of all men, and of every man of 
our country. 

Lci::itimatc Revolution 
"He\·ol11tionan· insurrection (is moral

ly just) in the· case of prolonged and 
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evident tyranny, that gravely offends the 
basic rights of the person, and danger
ously impairs the common good of the 
country." (Pop. Prog. #31) 

Evident and prolonged tyranny is a 
fact, because that authority that does 
not come from the people, which does 
not govern for the people and by the 
people, is called tyranny. The actual 
government of Guatemala receives its 
power from and governs in the name of a 
powerful minority; it docs not govern for 
the people, because it refuses to effect 
the change of structures in the socio
economic order that the people demand. 
in order to rise up from the depths of 
their misery. The situation of Guatemala, 
up until the present moment, gravely 
offends against the fundamental rights of 
the person. TI1e people lack all security 
for their persons. The vast majority is 
not able to satisfy their legitimate quest 
for food, clothing, homes and education. 
Private property is a monopoly in the 
hands of a reduced minority of plantation 
owners and big business men. "What
ever insults human dignity, such as sub
human living conditions, arbitrary im
prisonment, deportation, slavery, . . . 
as well as disgraceful working conditions, 
where men are treated as mere tools for 
profit, rather than as free and responsible 
persons; all these things and others of 
their lfke are infamies indeed." (Vat. II 
Church in the Modem \Vorld, #27) 

TI1e common good "is the sum of those 
conditions of social life which allow 
social groups and their individual mem
bers relatively thorough and ready access 
to their own fulfillment." (op. cit #26) 
Is the majority of the Guatemalan people 
able to arrive at this fulfillment within 
the actual structures, controlled by a 
minority, that governs for its own good? 
"All the forces of today, at some time in 

JUNE 1968 

the more or less distant past, were born 
of a revolution. That is to say, that they 
broke with the system that was no longer 
capable of obtaining justice, and they 
substituted it with a system that was 
better able to serve the common good." 
(Letter of the seventeen bishops of the 
TI1ird V11 orld) 

Is a Christian, as an individual, able 
to renounce the use of self-defense in 
the name of virtue, when he is oppressed 
by others? It would seem he could, but 
is it also virtuous for him to take the 
same attitude of resignation as a member 
of a group and allow his neighbors to 
suffer violence? To accept injustice pas
sively, in such a case, is really complicity. 
There is nothing left but justifiable re
bellion, when resignation and conformity 
are useless. \Ve ask, what would have 
been the obligation of the Good Samari
tan, had he come upon the thieves and 
murderers at the height of their attack 
on the man from Jericho? 

Our revolutionary attitude is an act 
of legitimate defense against the aggres-

sion of a permanent state of violence. It 
is universally recognized that govern
ments have the right of legitimate de
fense against all aggressors. Is it not just 
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to recognize the right of the people to 
legitimate defense against the aggression 
practiced by their own reigning minority 
that oppresst's them by controlling all 
political, economic, military and cultural 
power? 

Therefore, the moral judgment of re
bellion can never be absolute, hut must 
be conditioned by the psychological, so
cial and religious situation of any group 
or society. The admittedly sad conse
quences of an armed revolution is a 
lesser evil necessitated by the need for 
justice. \Vhen the minority manifests 
neither the desire nor the foresight neces
sary to effect the urgent change of struc
tures, the only logical way left open is 
anned revolution so that justice and 
the common good may be established. 

There are, we hope, sincere men of 
good will among this minority, that will 
realize that the oppression that they 
themselves cause is immoral, and will 
know how to respond with courage to 
the changes that must be made. 

We offer to the people of Guatemala, 
who suffer and cry, a hope, some ob
jectives, a road, and our lives. This is a 
fight for and by the people themselves. 
It is time to awaken. "No one is able to 
remain indifferent to the fate of his 
brothers who live in misery, prisoners of 
ignorance and victims of insecurity." 
(Pop. Pro. #74) 

Rise up all you who love justice and 
hate iniquity! All you who believe in 
efficacious love of neighbor, now is the 
time to act! Accept your responsibility 
you who would have a full human life! 
"The hour of action is at hand. The lives 
of innumerable innocent children, as well 
as access to a human condition for so 
many miserable families, are at stake. All 
men and all peoples should assume their 
responsibilities." (Pop. Pro.) 
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PRINCIPLES OF A CHRISTIAN 
REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT 

1. We believe in God, the Creator 
of the Universe, and the right of 
every man to believe in Him or not 
according to his conscience. 
2. We believe man is the superior 
being of the known universe. 
3. We believe that man's intellect 
and free will are his most perfect 
and essential characteristics and 
that his capacity for progress and 
development are manifestations of 
these characteristics. 
4. We believe that the universe 
possesses its own laws that control 
and direct its development. Man, 
by means of his intellect and free 
will, is capable of dominating and 
utilizing this universe for the bene
fit of all humanity. Society ought to 
be organized in such a way that 
every man is able to develop him
self fully. 
5. The unjust organization of our 
society has placed in the hands of 
a few men, riches that belong to all 
the people, therefore these riches 
must be returned to society for the 
benefit of all. 
6. We desire that these individuals 
return peacefully to society what is 
rightfully hers. If they resist, they 
ought to be obliged to do so. Only 
that force which is necessary shall 
be used in order to obtain the rights 
of society. 
7. We are opposed to all violence. 
We understand violence to mean 
the violation of human rights. Be-

cause the wealthy minority has 
taken natural resources that right
fully belong to all society for its 
own exclusive benefit, they are 
violating the rights of society and 
this in effect is violence. The force 
that is used to oblige this minority 
to a just order is not violence be
cause their rights are not being 
violated. 
8. We reject terrorism. By terrorism 
we understand the use of force 
against the innocent. Our very de
sire for justice makes it inadmissi
ble. 
9. We reject the idea that man 
ought to resign himself to suffering 
misery and exploitation in this 
life in order to obtain eternal hap
piness. We reject the use of religion 
by the minority as a pretext for in
justice, that would have us believe 
that poverty is the result of God's 
Will, and not man's injustice to 
man; on the contrary we believe 
that true religion obliges every 
man to struggle for justice. 
10. We are opposed to all tyranny 
without exception no matter under 
what pretext or in whose name it is 
practiced. We understand authority 
as the rule given to individuals by 
those governed, and tyranny as the 
rule appropriated to oneself. 
11. We wish to cooperate with any 
individual or group who seeks and 
struggles for justice, for progress, 
and for the well being of all men. 
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lVitli lVesleyan "enthusiasm," the congregation at tlw Soul Saoi11g Station Church enters into worship. 
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"Until yo11 pray tl1ro11gl1, yo11're not praying. We do a lot of talking, but it 
doesn't get tl1ro11gh." 

The clwir, dressed in black, sings rousing hymn. 

On Sunday church-goers filled the 
~oul Saving Station Christ Crusaders of 
America in Harlem early. The church 
is a five-story converted warehouse with 
a brick facade and a stained glass win
dow. A sign near the door asks passersby: 
"Are you in bondage to drugs, alcohol, 
fear, poverty and other bondages of 
life? Jc~us is your answer, if you want to 
bL· delivered." 

Inside, a large number of neatly 
dressed women with children in tow, 
and a sprinkling of men, were spiritedly 
greeting each other with embraces and 
cries of "Welcome, brother!" and "God 
bless you, sister." 

\\'hen the congregation was seated on 
folding chairs and the choir had taken 
its place, the service began. 

"Is there anything too hard for the 
Lord?" bellowed an assistant minister. 
"No," thundered the crowd. Person after 
person rose to pray or testify to the 
power of prayer. 

"God is a good God," everyone as
sured his neighbor. The choir responded 
with repeated choruses of "He Never 
Failed Me Yet," mms outstretched and 
tears brimming over. The music reached 
a feverish pitch, as soloists belted out 
songs and a combo drummed out a 
boogie-woogie beat. 

i\Hnisters took turns exhorting the con
gregation and thumping their fists on 
the lectern. Hev. Jesse \Vinley, the pas
tor, shouted, "You're cast down, hut not 
destroyed," and a woman stood to cry 
ont in tongues-gibberish to the uniniti
ated. 

"PTIA YED HEAVEN DO\-VN" 
J\s the congregation become emotion

ally keyed up, the temperature in the 
closed room seemed to rise too and large 
women were sweating profusely. Usher
ettes in white dresses, white gloves and 
white headbands or flowers circulated 
fans among the congregation and the 
rhythm of swaying fans momentarily re
placed the steady clapping of hands. 

J\ preacher with lmlging eyes chortled 
as women danced gingerly in the aisle. 
With exaggerated gestures he belittled 
the conventional wisdom of the world . 

'Those on the outside don't understand 
1
, 

us," he reassured his audience. "They 1 

say we can't smoke or drink or dance. j; 
They should see us here," he guffawed, i1 

nimbly hoofing about. [ 
A woman laughed, ""'hen he starts ' 

jumping, he's somethin' else." ! 
"People with a thimbleful of intelli- l 

gence try to explain holiness," the preach- I 
er continued, "but they can't explain it." ! 

He boasted, "I have a B.A.: born again; /: 

-~~~~~~~~-pa-1
11-d~L-L~.D~.:~11e-t1~Io_o_s_e~o1-n~t-l~-~-J-lll-c\-'i-11 ;-~a-..u'l''i·;I J 

"Delii;er him, ]es11s. C11re tltis drug appetite in his mind, in his body, in liis 1. .: praycc leaven c own. - c c la -

will." Reverend Jesse Winley prays for a narcotic addict. lenged the congregation once again lo 
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l'rcacl1er challc11gcs co11grcgatio11 to c111bracc holiness. 

D11ri11g the s'11gi11g of hymn, mc111bcrs of the congregation "feel the spirit." 

JUNE 1968 

C'mbracC' holiness and the people heamn l 
approval. 

Three collections werl' taken up-om· 
the regular tithe, another for the opera
tion of the Soul Saving Station Radio 
Station and a third for the building fund. 
The contributions were obviously gen
erous. 

Then the choir rendered, 'Tl! Make It 
to the Main Highway," as members of 
the congregation filed clown the aisles for 
communion. " 'omen shuddered, "Praise 
you, Jesus," and a few men moaned. Felt 
religion reached its peak 

SERVICE '''AS SHORT 
Three and a half hours after the firs! 

invocation, the service promptly came to 
an end. 1fr. Winley apologized for ah
breviating the service, but he explained 
that he and a busload of the congregation 
were going to attend the dedication of 
a new Soul Saving Station in Paterson. 
New Jersey. 

\Vhile the mainline Protestant denomi
nations in the inner cities watch their 
numbers dwindle to skeletal congrega
tions, churches like Soul Saving Station 
mushroom alongside them. 

Few of them belong to the major de
nominations. TI1ey are frequently re
fen-ed to as "storefront churches," since 
they often rent storefronts for services. 
For the Soul Saving Station, "storefront" 
is a misnomer. For other churches it is 
a burden at best, a slur at worst. They 
prefer "sidewalk" churches. 

Skeptics eye the uninhibited "whoop 
and holler" worship of these churches 
with amusement. But to many migrants 
to the big cities from rural areas, these 
conservative evangelical churches offer 
a simplicity and familiarity lacking in the 
older, denominational churches. 

The Rev. Dr. Il. P. Murphy of the 
United Methodist Board of Missions 
likens the emotional expression of faith 
to the old 'Wesleyan sense of "enthu
siasm," which once included fainting and 
rolling in the aisles-before quiet and 
orderly worship came into fashion . 

"There ought to be freedom for peo
ple to worship as they please," Dr. 
Mm1Jhy maintains. 

Similarly the sidewalk churches are 
often portrayed as low-rate, By-by-night 
operations, whose unlettered ministers 
fleece their flocks to purchase Cadillacs 
and other trappings of the newly rich. 
But Dr. l\'1t1rphy, assistant general secre
tary of the National Division for church 
extension, is unconvinced. 

"Like many stereotypes, this is not 
a true pictme," he says. He believes that 
many of these churches "have sound 
stewardship programs and are fiscally re
sponsible." 

The onus of an escapist theology also 
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clings lo many of these churches. \Vhilc 
the sermons elsewhere may stress King
dom-building on earth or tllC' hope of the 
Second Coming of Christ, the good news 
in most storefront churches is "\Ve shall 
meet in the sweet bye and bye." Salva
tion of the individual is emphasized, too 
often to the exclusion of community con
cerns and responsibility. 

"YOU'VE GOT l\IONEY 
Were this latter charge wholl~· true, 

the Board of Missions would not have 
embarked on a "partnership in mission" 
venture with 25 of the conservative, 
evangelical churches in New York City. 
In the latter part of 1967 the Board's 
National Division started an ecumenical 
loan fund of $100,000 to help these 
churches have adequate buildings for 
their programs. 

In the spring of 1967 the pastors of 
these churches located in ghetto areas of 
Harlem and Brooklyn completed a 
course in community mission sponsored 
by New York's interfaith Metropolitan 
Urban Service Training Program 
(MUST-I). The course was designed to 
make ministers aware of the needs of 
their communities and the resources 
available to meet these needs. 

Soon afterward representatives of 
this group, the Brooklyn Mission l\Hn
isters' Development Corporation (most 
of the churches are in Brooklyn), con
ferred with the Rev. Dr. J. Edward 
Carothers, associate general secretary of 
the Board of Missions for the National 
Division, and Dr. Murphy. 

''You've got the money to help people 
in our communities," one of the ministers 
told tliem, "but we're tl1ere. V11e've got 
the people and the program." 

True enough. \Vhile Methodism re
corded a net decline in membership last 
year, the storefront churches were grow
ing rapidly. Surprisingly, the increase is 
in adults between the ages of 18 and 45. 

Tiieir community-centered programs 
range from serving hot lunches to work
ers to sponsoring anti-poverty projects 
like Headstart and Get Set. 

"All of tl1e churches seemed to be 
helping the people to secure different 
types of aid that might be available," 
Dr. Murphy commented. 

The ministers explored the possibility 
of the Church Extension Committee help
ing tl1em obtain loans for buildings pur
poses at reasonable rates. Since they 
often have no mortgageable property, 
they must pay up to 33 1/3 percent in
terest rates on commercial loans for 
buildings, repairs or renovations, they 
explained. 

"They made it clear that they were not 
seeking charity or a handout, but fair 
rates," says Dr. Dennis Fletcher, who 
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was dcsigna tcd as the staff liaison person 
with the ministers. 

Dr. Fletcher was interested in the 
backgrounds of the ministers. Several 
were graduates of divinity schools; a 
woman was completing work on her doc
torate. Others had once been dope ad
dicts or dope peddlers. 

Evcnluallv the Committee on Church 
Extension v~tccl to make available $100,-
000 from its revolving loan fund for the 
ecumenical loans. Loans are made at the 
same rate as to United Methodist con
gregations, currently 6 percent, and 
they are processed in the same manner. 

Under the plan, the Foundation for 
Urban l\'linistrics, as the Brooklyn Mis
sion Ivlinisters renamed themselves, acts 
as the agent for the churches in process
ing loans, underwriting them and raising 
a reserve fund to guarantee against a 
church defaulting on a loan. The guaran
tee is invested with the National Divi
sion, which pays interest on it. 

" ... WE HAVE THE PROGRAM" 
One of the first churches to be con

sidered for a loan was the Soul Saving 
Station, it received a $20,000 loan to 
renovate its warehouse, two floors of 
which arc used for a program of rehabili
tating narcotic addicts. 

At noon on weekdays 25 to 35 addicts 
drift into the church. Their shabby 
clothes and passive faces contrast sharp
ly with the Sunday worshipers. 

Mr. Winley calls the men to order: 
"You are not the scum of the earth as 
some people tl1ink you arc. Goel is in you, 
but you are fallen men. If you will it, 
God can and will restore you." 

He may call on a witness, a former 
addict now holding a good job. This 
volunteer will tell the group, "If you will, 
you can kick the habit. You and God can 
win as I have done." 

After the testimonial, Mr. "Winley sum
mons forward those men who are pre
pared to repent. Placing a hand on each 
one's head, he prays. The men repeat 
after him portions of the 5lst Psalm: 
"Have mercy upon me, 0 God ... Y\Tash 
me thoroughly from mine iniquity and 
cleanse me from my sins." 

TI1en the men march upstairs for a 
meal of bread, greens, noodles and meat 
-which Winley labels "soul food." The 
church spends between $300 and $400 a 
month for tl1e meals and otl1er expenses 
connected with the addicts program. 
Voluntary help of members of the con
gregation in the kitchen reduces costs. 

After lunch the men line up for the 
anticipated trip to tlie hospital. A hos
pital in Queens, founded by a Negro 
neuro-surgeon, has agreed to accept 
·winley's patients for treatment as beds 
are available. 

The men hug their brown paper bags, 
containing wardrobe and toothbrushes, 
as Jesse Winley announces that six beds 
are free. He chooses a half dozen men. 

"I have been coming here a long time," 
one of the rejected men cries. "You 
promised me," another complains. "\l\lhy 
can't I go?" a third asks. 

\l\linley apologizes for the shortage of 
beds and urges those turned away to re
turn another time. Then he drives the 
addicts to the hospital. 

Mr. Winley takes a dim view of gov
ernment rehabilitation programs for 
narcotic addicts, arguing that treating 
the physical problems Of a man, while 
ignoring his spiritual needs, "fails to free 
him." 

He docs not believe that the despair 
of the ghetto explains drug addiction. 
"Drugs, like death, know no classes," he 
says solemnly. Nor does he think more 
stringent legal control of narcotics 
would solve the problem. 

He describes the addicts he encounters 
as "hard-core." Most have been on drugs 
seven to 10 years and have tried cures 
several times unsuccessfully. Many ex
perts believe that conservative theology, 
which provides a spiritual core, is effec
tive in dealing with such men. 

"The addict's life is one of fear," Jesse 
Winley insists. "TI1ey beg us 'Just get us 
off the streets.'" Soul Saving Station does 
that. 

FUNCTIONAL ECUMENICITY 
Soul Saving Station was not the only 

conservative evangelical church to re
ceive a loan. The Church of God in 
Christ in Brooklyn received a $35,000 
loan to build a "halfway house" for 
alcoholics. TI1e House of tl1e Lord and 
the Church on the Mount, also in Brook
lyn, received a $20,000 loan to repay a 
mortgage and purchase additional prop
erty for worship purposes. TI1e church 
also works with alcoholics. 

Dr. Lincoln \Vardsworth, chaiiman of 
Church Development and Finance of 
the Section on Church Planning and 
Architecture of the National Council of 
Churches, has convened some church ex
tension executives of other denomina
tions to consider providing capital for fi
nancing churches in the ghettos. 

TI1e increased funds will find ready 
use, for tl1e sidewalk churches continue 
to evolve community programs, keeping 
pace with the increasing sophistication 
and awareness of their congregations. 

For United Methodists, this "function
al ecumenicity" is a new concept in mis
sion. But, as Dr. Fletcher says, any 
money we give these churches "will be a 
good investment in Kingdom-building." 
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FOR NARCOTIC ADDICTS, A NEW KIND OF 

(Above) Deaths arising out of narcotics 
have increased markedly since the Vietnam 
'\Var. The young man with his back to the 
camera recently died of an overdose of 
drugs. He had spoken with ex-addict Tom 
Turner about Odyssey House treatment. 
(Right) This Harlem storefront was cleaned 
up by the addicts and is used as a commu
nity involvement center. The landlord 
rented the store for twenty-five dollars a 
month and promised, "If you can make this 
a model block in six months, I'll give you the 
building." 

JUNE 1968 

tJZJ SS& 
BY BLAISE LEVAi 

Dr. Levai, an editor of Literature for the 
United Methodist Board of Missions, is a chaplain 

at Odyssey House and a member of 
its Board of Directors 
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much mystery, so much misunderstand
ing and so many difforcnccs of opinion as 
in the area of narcotics." The late Presi
dent John F. Kc:nncdy's statement re
flr:cts the thinking of medical and reli
gious authorities contending with the 
prohlcm of drug addiction, an<l who arc 
painfully aware of the slow and inadc
r1uatc efforts at prevention and cure. 

TI1crc is much talk about new forms of 
ministry in religious circles today. Ilut 
upon close examination the forms arc 
actually few and hardly ncw. Not many 
churchcs have risked moving into the 
socially taboo area of narcotics. \Vorl:ing 
among "that kind of people," churches 
rr~ason, is controversial. One clergyman 
likened the task to the closest contcm· 
porary,, version of working with "social 
lepcrs. 

This is a new form of ministry, how
C! VCr, the ~fothodist Church in Demarest, 
Xcw Jerscy has found stirring. On Octo
ber 29, 1900 in an empty, run-down Easl 
Harlem building on l09th Street seven
teen addict~ gathered to begin a com
munity of mutual support. Learning 
about this adventure several laymen and 
lhe pastor of the Demarest Church came 
to help make repairs, supplying some of 
the basic household necessities. \Vith the 

l use of a borrowed truck, extra beds, 
• ! dishes, and chairs were collected in 

suburbia for the project. 
One of the laymen, Tore Dalakcr, a 

carpenter by trade, vividly recalls the 
first clay he repaired some of the sagging 
ceilings. "Tiiat's the first time in my life," 
he confessed, "J look turns at hanging 
nails and roaches at the same time." 

TI1e new occupant~. a core of fourteen 
men and three women, swung into action 
renovating the three-story building with 
lumber, nails and paint donated by local 
businessmen. Of different racial, religious 
and economic backgrounds the group 
knew they couldn't go it alone. TI1cy 
knew it wouldn't he easy. TI1ey callecl 
their new experiment Odyssey-a long 
difficult, dangerous journey back home. 
As each member advances through pro
gressive stages, he is subjected, much 
like Ulysses in his explorations, to new 
lest.~ and trial.~. 

As former patients in a pilot research 
program at New York Metropolitan Hos
pital they requested the discontinuance 
of eyclazacinc, an opiate antagonist, 
serving as a crnlch. TI1csc addicts were 
dcter~inecl to function through psy
chiatric group therapy. TI1cy were con
vinced that using narcotics is only one 
symptom of more serious psychological 
problems. 111e residents feel they sec 
themselves best in the eyes of their 
hrotlH'rs; therefore their brothers m11Sl 
open their eyes and speak honestly about 
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what they feel. 
Every interaction session is recorded 

for further research evaluation. "In about 
30 percent of the residents, problems of a 
neurotic nature arc unmasked when the 
sociopathic behavior patterns arc lifted," 
explains Dr. Judiannc Dcnsen-Gerbcr, 
Clinical Director of Odyssey House. 
Each person is exposed to 20 to 30 hours 
a week of group therapy on a continuous 
basis to cause positive behavioral changes 
under psychiatric guidance. In such open 
group confrontation there arc no phony 
defenses, no hiding behind past ration
alizations. But in such a program the 
addict also knows he can be accepted as 
himself. Patients relate to staff and to 
each other without fear of reprisal. 

One of the first things the addicts did 
was to call on the local police, informing 
them of their backgrounds and inviting 
them to visit Odyssey House any time. 
On NBC's Today show, Sergeant Hart 
and Captain Gross of the 23rd Precinct 
described Odyssey House as "an oasis 
in the desert." Said the Sergeant: "That's 
the first time in my life I ever had addicts 
walk into a police station and invite the 
cops into their house. Our precinct pro
vided a Thanksgiving turkey and ate 
with the patients." 

The addiction research project is based 
on a method successfully used in Puerto 
Rico by New York City's Narcotics Co
ordinator, Dr. Efren Ramirez. Drs. A. 
Ronald Servino and Judianne Densen
Gerber established a therapeutic commu
nity volunteering their services. Positive 
emphasis is placed on the ex-addicts' re
sponsibility to prevent through education 
and interaction the spreading of addic
tion. 

Odyssey House functions on a strict 
self-help schedule, avoiding military 
forms of discipline employed by other 
narcotics centers. Daily routine in 
Odyssey House is much like family group 
sessions. Household duties are impor
tant and everyone must work. The son of 
a well-known Hollywood personality 
wished to be treated at Odyssey House. 
Because he refused to participate in the 
household duties, the residents refused 
to admit him. 

Odyssey House also differs from other 
centers in its warm relationships and con
viction that the addict can control his 
behavior and should be held responsible 
for his actions. Odyssey House is op
posed to the traditional concept that ad
dicts are sick people totally dependent 
upon the doctor. 

The rehabilitation service program is 
structured on three basic phases of treat
ment which last from 10 to 15 months. 

TI1e Pre-treatment or induction level 
is initially designed to motivate the raw 
addict to leave the code of the streets 
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and enter into meaningful therapeutic 
encounter. During this period the addict 
must determine the sincerity of his moti
vation to become well. 

TI1e second level of Intensive Resi
dential Treatment begins in earnest to 
reorient or reconstruct the addict who 
comes to the realization that he is not a 
chronically sick person in need of drug 
maintenance but rather, that his way of 
life is distorted or sick. 

Post-treatment or re-entry, the third 
level, assists the resident in effecting his 
reintegration plan into the community as 
rapidly as possible. He may continue 
school or find a job. Once the ex-addict 
becomes an out-patient he is considered 
independent of the program except for 
five-year follow-up sh1dies and occasional 
group therapy sessions. 

It is only fair to state that these 
Odyssey House techniques of relinquish
ing to the patient responsibility and au
thority, though effective, have not been 
accepted by all professionals in this field. 

Because of its extraordinary success, 
Odyssey House was forced to expand its 
program. In May 1967 Odyssey House 
rented a building at 309-311 East 6th 
Street in Manhattan. TI1C new quarters 
have facilities for 60 persons, 40 men and 
20 women. 

Less than a year later, committed to 
the growth of its program, the ex-addicts, 
led by l\folvin Williams, senior resident, 
selected a half-way house in a block in 
Harlem with one of the highest addiction 
rates in the city. The storefront, located 
at 545 Lenox Avenue, has been cleaned 
up by the addicts and is being used as a 
Community Involvement Center. 

TI1e landlord, Mr. Carl Brown, rented 
the 10 by 30 foot store for $25 per month 
with the promise: "If you can make this 
a model block in six months, I'll give you 
the building!" 

At present three Protestant, Catholic 
and Jewish chaplains arc working to
gether at Odyssey House. 

By and large, churches are biased and 
unprepared to cope with the addict. The 
United Methodist Church, for example, 
has done little to help the addict who 
has become a symbolic reflection of 
America's own sordid desire to retreat. 
There is need for honest answers and 
action. While Methodism has a tremen
dous opportunity and responsibility in 
ministe1ing to these troubled people, it 
has thus far failed even to recognize the 
problem. The church can start by accept
ing addicts-not shunning them; under
standing, not condemning. 

Pat and George Ewald, members of 
the Demarest Methodist Church wrote 
to their Benevolence Commission Chair
man: 

"Odyssey is certainly involvement. You 

can sec this as we did, when we met 
nurses at the house counselling even on 
their day off. 

"There are times when the food budget 
runs low-so low that the main meal is 
breakfast cereal and bread donated by 
a nearby Italian bakery. You leave con
fused as to how you can help. Cash is 
not solicited at the door. There is no col
lection plate. It is evident they're grate
ful. \Ve believe enough in what they are 
doing. Maybe the most important thing 
we can do is to just be with them and 
talk to them." 

Later the church voted to contribute 
$750 towards helping Odyssey House. 

Not many church members are con
vinced that such a contribution is "worth 
it." After all, they contend, according to 
statistics (and there are no accurate 
ones) 8 out of 10 junkies return to their 
habit even after they say they've kicked 
it. It must be admitted in spite of on
going research-success has been mini
mal. Cures, however are already being 
effected. 

In numerous interviews with addicts 
the chief reasons for becoming users fit 
into certain patterns. Marianne, an 18-
year old girl says: "I first started drugs 
when I was 14. Maybe it was partly be
cause the block where I lived was hard. 
Getting high made the filthy block seem 
friendlier. The stuff gave me torrents of 
peace even towards the bastards who 
keep the slums the way they are." Mari
anne added: "When I get back into so
ciety I want to be able to help other ad
dicts. And there are more-many more 
than people realize." 

No one knows for certain how many 
addicts are hooked in the United States. 
Estimates have ranged up to 150,000. 
Some 80,000, over half of this nation's 
narcotic addicts, are in New York State. 
In the crowded metropolis of New York 
a crime is reported ever 70 seconds. Last 
year 20,000 of the 209,000 persons ar
rested for major crimes voluntarily ad
mitted that they were drug addicts. This 
means that every 100 addicts who need 
$30 a day to maintain the habit steal $3,-
000,000 in merchandise a year. 

One of the patients in the original 
Odyssey core group put it this way: "The 
way I figure it-all 17 of us had golden 
arms with $1,200,000 in illegal cost to 
society. TI1is supported our yearly habit 
of $400,000 for drugs-roughly $90,000 
apiece." 

Unlike other institutions the church 
can bring understanding and wholeness, 
can replace guilt with faith, aloneness 
with friendship, despair with courage. 

TI1e church is obligated to enter this 
odyssey-the quest of helping the addict 
so that as one ex-addict said: "TI1ere can 
once again be the habit of really living." 
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BY CllAHLES LEHHIGO 

The arts are angry. 
Everybody knows that. Prophets and 

pastors, bishops and laymen join with 
the theologians and philosophers in the 
awareness of the contemporary artist's 
plaint against the mess the world is in. 

The voice crying that "all flesh is 
grass" is heard in the £Im, poetry, sculp
ture and painting, the music and drama 
of this time. 

A growing number of artists express 
their dissent with the status quo, not only 
in the content of the work, but in its 
f01m. Films employ psychedelic effects to 
attack the viewer's senses, sculptures are 
made to be destroyed, music uses elec
tronics to jar the perception, and such 
plays as Genet's The Blacks reach over 
the footlights to shake the audience. 

Faced with such artful provocation, 
some shudder and say, "Yes, yes, I'm 
guilty. I have left undone those things 
which I ought to have clone; I have clone 
those things I ought not to have clone." 

Others roar back at the artist: "Why 
do you concentrate so much on the ugli
ness of the world? vVhy don't you show 
us the good that is?" :Many times, how
ever, those who so complain run to the 
cheap antidotes which the American cul
ture offers-Muzak, Hollywood, and a 
full array of happily-ever-after writing, 
to name just a few such band-aids. 

But where it has not surrendered to 
the popular appetite, art breaks clown 
the superficial barriers of age, sex and 
education: it divides the human commu
nity on the basis of the spirit. In art, the 
generation gap everybody's talking about 
doesn't seem to apply. Both the young 
and old are drawn to the angry arts; both 
the teen-ager and sextagenarian are ad
vocates of a more comfortable passion. 

It is because art is both an instrument 
of change and a mirror of the factors 

behind the change that art is similar to 
religion-art is the shape, or form of 
human existence. Because of this similar
ity to religion, it is important that the 
religious person take note of the artist's 
articulate passion. 

A Time to 'Veep ... A Time to Laugh 
Peter Schumann's Bread and Puppet 

Theater is officially a member of New 
York's Angry Arts Association. The 
troupe's production of "Fire," a mime on 
a week's life in a Vietnamese village, is 
adequate qualification for Angry Arts 
membership. 

In the course of the performance, 
which is cunently being presented in 
the social hall of New York's "'ashington 
Square Methodist church, there is 
hunger, death, burning, and suicide. 

Even without knowing that the play 

is dedicated to three persons who im
molated themselves in protest against 
war, it is difficult for the half-way sensi
tive person to leave the darkened hall 
without shuddering at the pain war 
brings. 

To watch the Bread and Puppet do the 
Christmas story, or an updated version of 
Chicken (The Sky Is Falling) Little is 
another matter. In these productions, one 
laughs at a bombastic King Herod or a 
bumbling police sergeant. 

One laughs-at the same time that he 
is made aware that Herod slaughtered 
many children and that the policeman 
had been called by a rich restaurant 
owner to throw a penniless Chicken Lit
tle into jail. 

Peter Schumann insists that "Chicken 
Little-Or the Story of the World" is 
not an allegory, but it is impossible to be 
unaware of Biblical elements in the plot. 
Chicken Little marries a lady named 
"Eve," they are quickly divorced, and 
then e}..JJelled from a "Garden of Para
dise." 

Chicken Little spends some time as a 
mendicant, and then decides that his 
message ("The sky is falling!") should 
he carried to all persons. He goes before 
kings and professors, but they will not 
hear; he goes to the people, hut they 
divide into factions. 

The drama ends as the hero despairs, 
dons a huge heart inscribed with the 
words "Go to Hell" and leads all the play
ers through a door marked "The Gate 
of Hell." 

The Bread and Puppet's retelling of 
the Christmas story ends on a happier 
note. Herod's soldiers are confronted by 
a 15-foot-angel who tells them that the 
old king is powerful no more and that a 
new one, a prince of peace, is born. They 
throw down their guns, and go to wor-
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At tlte end of "Cltickcn Little, 01· tlie Story of tlie World," 
Chicken Little leads a procession into hell. 
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In the Christmas Story, an angel descends to wam Herod's soldiers. 

A bombastic profc:ssor ignores warning that tlw sky is falling. 

In "Cl1icken Little," the hero meets Eve in the Garden of Paradise. 
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ship the Christ child. 
But the fact remains that the reason 

the soldiers were carrying guns was to 
slaughter the children of Bethlehem. Al
though Joseph and l\fary's search for an 
inn is done with a comic touch, the fact 
remains that Jesus did get born in a 
cattle shed. 

There is a double genius in Peter 
Schumann's work. The first is aesthetic. 
Both the puppet figures and their use arc 
the marks of a creative person. 

The second genius is in the content 
of the works. It is in the way that 
Schumann's theater approaches the 
human situation that the religious per
son may discover new insights. 

For the Bread and Puppet has learned 
to laugh in the middle of the world's evil. 
It is not a scornful laughter but a gutsy 
sound of freedom-freedom from not 
taking oneself too seriously. It is a laugh
ter which does not deny evil, but which 
is a sign that evil is not able to destroy 
the human spirit. 

Often when churches and religious 
persons begin to reflect on the ills of so
ciety, and on the sins of mankind, even 
the prophetic word is twisted to become 
a devise tool, rather than a force which 
triumphs over evil by setting it, with the 
good, in the Kingdom of God. 

What the Bread and Puppet has to say 
to the Christian is that the human condi
tion is not a vale of tears. The message is 
not dissimilar to that of Ecclesiastes: 
"For everything there is a season, and a 
time for every matter under heaven ... 
a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a 
time to mourn, and a time to dance .... " 

Religious Laughter 
But the laughter of the Bread and 

Puppet-and perhaps also of the Chris
tian-has its own quality. It is not a 
childish laughter, unaware of evil. No 
artist, no trnly religious person can ever 
completely put aside the perception of 
man's inhumanity to man. The artist and 
believer are not overcome by the h·agic 
vision. Laughter and tears are set within 
a total context-that of the human condi
tion. To dwell exclusively on either the 
comic or tragic is a hyperbole that may 
he necessary for an artful moment, but 
is never complete by itself. 

The laughter of the Bread and Pupprl 
-and of the Christian-may arise from 
despair. One laughs for the moment be
cause it hurls too much lo do anything 
else. l3ut if despair is the spur, it docs not 
necessarily follow that the laughter is 
despairing. 

Peter Schumann's art mirrors the 
theological statement that it is precisely 
at the point of despair that hope becomes 
most evident. 

Bonhocffcr has already warned of 
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Uncle Fatso appears and orders them out of the Garden. 

Peter Sclumw1111, presiding genius of the Bread ancl Puppet 
Theater. 

cheap grace. One must also beware of 
cheap hope, a wishful daydreaming 
which has lost its roots. Hope is not only 
an imagining of things to come-it is a 
statement of what is. 

TI1e laughter of the Bread and Puppet 
is not an invitation to escape the prob
lems of the world. It is an invitation to 
a compassion with a sometimes bumbling 
mankind. 

The characters portrayed in the Chris
mas story and in Chicken Little are 
grotesque; they are clowns who fumble 
attempts to goodness and evil (or, if you 
please, attempts at living). But if the 
artful clown's actions are inept, the ef
fect of those actions is to free the on
looker from his own self-deprecation, to 
break loose in a very natural and free 
laughter. 

Although the Christian mission re
quires a serious approach to the world's 
problems, the quality of approach 
needed is not an introspective one-it is 
directed outward, not inward. 

In addition to the over-emphasis on 
solemnity, some church leaders have 
fallen into the heresy that the church is 
somehow called to be successful. TI1e 
religious community must apply itself to 
being effective, but this cannot become 
an excuse for forgetting that it is within 
God's grace that faith and love gain 
power. 

To open the gates for some religious 
laughter-in effect, to celebrate the 
mystery that God works through some 
of the most humble acts-is to set the 
life of the church in context of the King
dom of God. 

TI1e arts of today are taking several 
directions, and each direction communi
cates something to the world. One direc
tion is rebellious anger-but that has the 
danger of only momentarily redirecting 
destructive passions. Another direction is 
that of boisterous pleasure-seeking-but 
that is treacherous because it tends to 
forget the very real difficulties human 
beings have in putting love into action. 

TI1e third direction is that symbolized 
by the Bread and Puppet. It is angry, 
passionate, and doesn't pull its punches. 
But it is not uncompassionate, and not 
afraid to laugh. It is a relevant communi
cation because it is grounded in an 
honest statement of the way things are. 

TI1e time has come to trust that the 
world is mature enough to understand 
the paradox that Paul once spelled out 
for the Corinthians: 

"\Ve are the ... unl-nown men whom 
all men lmow; dying we still live on; dis
ciplined by suffering, we are not done to 
death; in our sorrows we have always 
cause for joy .... " 
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INTERNA TIONAl YEAR 

FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 

40 [ 300 J 

BY AMY LEE 

Tlw riglrt of tlw c11ild to education and tlre riglrts of t11e family 
are among tlre basic Truman riglrts being examined in seminars 
mul discussions. 

The International Year for Human 
Rights is at mid-point. 

What is the world doing about it? 
Plenty in the way of celebrations, 

meetings, studies, publicity, contests, and 
national and corporate soul-searching, if 
reports coming to the United Nations 
Division of Human Rights are an ac
curate measuring rod. 

The programs shape up, in part, like 
this: 

Australia 
Freedom of thought and expression. 

freedom of conscience, rights of the child 
in education, rights of the family, rights 
of equality, rights of full development to 
participate in the cultural life of the 
community were the subjects examinetl 
by six discussion groups at a Human 
Rights Conference held in January at the 
University of :Melbourne. Participants in
cluded representatives of the Y\VCA, 
YMCA, Country Women's Association, 
National Council of Jewish Women, 
\Vomen's League for Peace and Free
dom, and Amnesty. Among recommenda
tions submitted to the Federal Executive 
of the Australian United Nations As
sociation were these: 

1. Widening the interpretations of the 
National Service Act relating to con
scientious objection. 

2. Examination of the implementation 
of Aush·alia's immigration policy. 

3. Ratification as soon as possible o( 
the International Covenants. 

4. Re-examination by appropriate de
partments of the provision of facilities for 
physically, mentally, or socially handi
capped children, and extension in finance 
and personnel of Australian foreign aid 
in this connection. 

5. Extension of legislation regarding 
the family, including such matters as 
legal and social recognition of illegiti
mate children, abortion, age for mar
riage, marriage counseling. 

6. Appointments of ombudsmen by 
Commonwealth and State Parliaments. 

The New South Wales IYHR Commit
tee has several events on its schedule. 
One will stress legal aspects of human 
rights, and one education and the schools. 
Also planned arc an exhibition of paint
ings with a human rights theme and a 
traveling photographic exhibition. An in
quiry into the laws of the states of New 
South Wales will be initiated. 

Canada 
The Canadian Commission for IYHH 

has announced that its year of activities 
will be climaxed on December 1-2, 1968 
with an assessment of the status of human 
rights in Canada. 

Suggestions for action during the year 
include: 
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°Consideration of the establishment of 
a national award to Indians who have 
made distinguished contributions to the 
promotion of human rights. 

0 Organizations are being urged to: 
-Make human rights the theme of 

their annual meetings or include human 
rights on agendas. 

-Issue special publications such as 
that of the Canadian Mental Health As
sociation, "The Law and Mental Dis
order: Civil Rights and Privileges." 

-Interpret to members the signifi
cance of 1968 through special articles in 
house organs. 

-Conduct opinion polls on proposed 
reforms in human rights, needs, and 
priorities. Example: The YMCA of Can
ada is planning a survey of youth opinion 
on human rights in Canada and the 
Jeunesse Rurale Catholique is undertak
ing an inquiry on the economic rights of 
rural youth. 

Among the provinces: 
New Brunswick-The Provincial Com

mission on IYHR has launched a high 
school essay contest on human rights. 
Various groups have advocated appoint
ment of a national ombudsman and for
mation of a permanent national human 
rights commission. Two universities have 
undertaken an examination of accom
modation for students to root out dis
crimination. 

Nova Scotia-The Provincial Human 
Rights Committee held a meeting at 
Dalhousie University to examine educa
tion, employment, health services, hous
ing, laws, religion, and social welfare in 
the light of human rights standards. 

Quebec-Thirteen separate confer
ences are being held in different regions 
of the province. Four subcommittees \vill 
examine how the principles of the Uni
versal Declaration are practised in 
Quebec. 

Manitoba-The Provincial Committee 
held a seminar on "The Bill of Rights and 
Fundamental Freedoms.'' A special com
mittee is investigating school texts for 
discriminatory references to Indians. An
other is engaged in a definition of lin
guistic rights. The Students' Council of 
the University of Manitoba is studying 
discrimination in student housing. 

British Columbia-The Provincial 
Committee has set up subcommittees on 
law, housing, education, and health and 
welfare. A series of study conferences are 
planned in various regions of the prov
ince. 

Lebanon 
First major celebration in connection 

with IYHR was a conference in February 
sponsored jointly by the Lebanese Wom
en's Council and the United Nations In
formation Center. It was attended by 
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some 600 people. Main speaker was Dr. 
Charles Malik, former foreign minister 
of Lebanon and a former president of 
the UN General Assambely. 

The conference adopted several rec
ommendations including: 

I. Formation of a committee of legal 
experts to study amendments needed to 
bring Lebanese legislation in line with 
the Universal Declaration. 

2. Ratification of the international 
human rights conventions. 

3. Urging of all national and popular 
sectors to work with international organi
zations for the implementation of human 
rights "especially the rights of the Pales
tinian people.'' 

4. Introduction of human rights sub
jects in school curricula. 

Norway 
During the spring the main IYHR em

phasis has been on organizing study 
groups on topics connected with human 
rights. Nongovernmental organizations 
have distributed more than 20,000 copies 
of a booklet containing study guides on 
the United Nations, UNICEF, develop
ing countries, population problems, and 
racial and religious questions, as well as 
regulations for a nation-wide essay com
petition on the Universal Declaration. 
Members of the winning team will 
receive a free trip to Paris to visit 
UNESCO, the World Bank, and 
UNICEF. 

Yugoslavia 
Institutions cooperating with the Na

tional Committee for IYHR have de
veloped programs such as these: 

0 Trade unions are conducting a series 
of lectures, symposia, debates, radio and 
TV discussions and special film showings. 
News of activities in connection with 
IYHR and special study articles, inter
views, and directives will be published 
regularly in all periodicals issued by the 
Central Board and its subsidiaries, 
branches, and chapters. The Central 
Board has adopted "Human Rights" as 
the theme of the annual conference of 
Yugoslav trade unions to be held this 
month. There will be participants and 
observers from other countries. Special 
working papers on "Human Rights" are 
being prepared for the International 
Labor Organization ( ILO) Conference, 

The Yugoslav Radio-Television will re
port extensively on IYHR activities and 
put on special programs of its own. 

The Cultural Center of Belgrade will 
exhibit material and publications on 
human rights, present film showings, and 
stage a series of lectures and public dis
cussions in November and December 
culminating in a special ceremony on 
December 10. 

The Council for the Education and 
Protection of Children of the Republic 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina has decided 
to acquaint all 2,500 "pioneer" detach
ments at elementary schools with the 
significance of the IYHR observance and 
its scope, and to include them in ob
servances. 

The Yugoslav Federation of Journal
ists in cooperation with the National 
Commission for UNESCO will hold an 
international symposium on the role of 
information media in international rela
tions in Ljubljana, capital of the Repub
lic of Slovenia, September 3-5. It will 
bring together top editors and writers, 
scientists including sociologists, heads of 
press institutes at universities, engineers, 
and printing technicians. 

Libya 
The Libyan IYHR committee ap

proved a wide-ranging program of ac
tivities in areas of information, educa
tion, legislation, communications, social 
welfare, and youth and sports. 

Among these activities: an invitation 
to foreign journalists to report on the 
activities of Libya devoted to observance 
of human rights; a public contest to 
choose a special design symbolizing the 
concept of human rights and represent
ing the contribution of Libya to the 
cause of human rights; demonstration to 
the people of the emphasis on human 
rights in the existing Libyan laws and 
regulations and particularly the Con
stitution; a study of the possibility of 
signing and ratifying international con
ventions on human rights; distribution of 
more newspapers and magazines during 
the year to the passengers of Libyan Na
tional Airlines. 

Also, inauguration of a number of so
cial welfare and public service institu
tions and centers during the year; con
tribution of mosques by designation of 
part of the Friday prayers for the cause 
of human rights. 

Nigeria 
Events planned for IYHR include: 
An international cultural exhibition in 

Lagos featuring arts, crafts, filmstrips, 
slides, musical instruments, books. Tradi
tional dancing by adults and children 
will also be featured. The exhibition is 
scheduled to open sometime before 
Human Rights Day (December 10) and 
last for a month. Foreign missions in 
Nigeria are invited to participate. 

Nigerian education authorities are 
making sure that a study of the princi
ples of fundamental human rights, in
cluding provisions of human rights 
clauses of the country's Constitution, are 
included in civic lessons given in all 
Nigerian schools. 
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The "delegate" from Saudi Arabia 
smiled at the diplomat from Israel. A 
little lady from India offered her pencil 
to the representative from Pakistan. The 
South African seemed to have forgotten 
about apartheid, as he lunched with the 
gentleman from the Congo. 

Millennium at the United Nations? 
No. The peace was shattered as some

body pounded his shoe on the table. 
There were similer activities in a dozen 
languages at the same time-with no 
translations. But at this critical moment 
some magic words reached all ears. "This 
is the picnic day." 

Translations were made available, 
causing smiles and hand clapping. With 
a picnic to think about, a contented quiet 
settled down, and every one went about 
his business as usual. 

v\That was the scene? 
These are pre-school children from 

53 countries enrolled in the International 
Play Group in New York city. The par
ents of these children are persons at
tached to the United Nations-medical 
interns, graduate students, people asso
ciated with consular corps or cultural 
exchange programs. 

One thing that the children have in 
common, at first, is that they arc in a 
strange world, a world without friends. 
Then the day comes when they walk 
into a room where the International Play 
Group children create a small world of 
universal childhood interests. 

Are there language barriers? Of course. 
But there is a youthful communication 
of laughter, ideas, and cooperative proj
ects. Besides, Miss Betsy (Mrs. O'Malley, 
director) and her aides are multi-lingual. 

This pilot program developed as an 
adventure in friendly international rela
tions, a few years ago, at the urging of 
a citizens' group believing that the high 
ideals of the United Nations could well 
apply to children. Elizabeth Frothing
ham (with a Master's degree in Educa
tion at Harvard) offered a program de
signed to help young foreign children to 
become adjusted to new environments. 
This idea caught fire, and International 
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Play Group ( IPG) grows steadily, as the 
word spreads throughout New York's 
large international community. 

The plan is to avoid centralization, 
and to keep IPG on a neighborhood basis. 
In the interest of international good will, 
churches have let their facilities, with no 
strings attached. No attempt is made to 
bring religion into the program. The 
locations for the play groups at present 
are: 

Upper Manhattan, Park Ave. Christian 
Church; mid-i\fanhattan, Central Presby
terian Church; Greenwich Village, First 
Presbyterian Church; Tudor City, 
Church of the Covenant; Flushing, 
Queens, First Presbyterian Church. 

Each group includes 15 to 18 children, 
with no more than 4 American children. 
Fees are on a sliding scale, with no over
seas child turned down because of the 
cost. An average cost per family for a 
three-hour afternoon session is $2.26. 
This is slightly less than one-half the 
actual cost to IPG. Donations make this 
possible. And there is an active scholar
ship set-up, sponsored by organizations 
and individuals who consider this to be 
a blue-chip investment in the future of 
the world. 

A professional, pre-school program is 
offered in these play groups. Activities 
include arts and crafts, music and danc
ing, and trips to the zoo and the Museum 
of Modern Art. 

The IPG puppets, Monsieur I-Iibou and 
Senor Buho, magically speak beginning 
French and Spanish. Children who speak 
those languages feel right at home with 
the puppets. And the other children soon 
begin to pick up French and Spanish 
words. All the children learn conversa
tional English, beginning with "Thank 
you" and "Please." 

Autumn, winter, and spring sessions 
are for children between 3 and 5Jf. The 
summer program takes in those between 
3 and 7. Parents meet at a winter holiday 
party. 

Let's meet Ramon from a Latin Amer
ican counb·y. Transplanted from his 
home to New York, a balling, bustling, 

foreign city, he feels lost and bewildered. 
His mother feels the same way, when she 
is left in charge of her new home in a 
strange world, while her husband mingles 
with his co-workers. The English lan
guage is difficult to pick up, even at the 
market which is frequented by Ramon 
and his mother. 

Then, one day Ramon's father comes 
home with news about something called 
an International Play Group. Ramon's 
parents take him to the nearest IPG for 
an interview. Ramon is enrolled. 

On the first clay, the director places 
a hand on Ramon's head, and asks the 
other children: "Who is this? Where is 
he from?" as she introduces him. Ramon 
keeps to the fringes a bit, at first. But at 
snack time he finds his place easily at a 
low table, for it is marked with a tiny 
flag of his own country. The other chil
dren's places are marked by their flags. 
Later, when Ramon is taken to Rocke
feller Center, he can identify for his 
mother a dozen of the flags flying there. 

There comes a moment when Ramon 
has courage enough to sidle up to the 
director, and, pointing to a little Congo
lese boy, ask: "Why isn't he brownish 
like I am?" 

"Because," comes the ready answer, 
"his father and mother are black, and 
your father and mother are brown. See, 
the boys and girls here are all shades of 
coloring, on the outside. Almost like the 
jars of paint on your easel, don't you 
think?" 

So Ramon learns that to be "assorted" 
as to language and color is usual. 

It is difficult to say whether Ramon 
is won over by the fiiendly director who 
can talk his language, or by the osmosis 
of childhood fun, or by the wonderful 
artist's easel with its rows of rainbow 
paints. 

The lad from the Congo decides to 
help Ramon do a "surrealistic" painting, 
and they dabble in the paints with states
man-like coalition. Then they take off 
their smocks, and join the other children 
in folk dances, and in singing the songs of 
many countries. 

Ramon may, as he grows up, live in 
embassies in many different countries, 
with his parents. He is likely to make a 
better world citizen because of his ex
periences in this International Play 
Group. 

Children who participate in these play 
groups have a wonderful opportunity to 
learn a flexible give-and-take. Whether 
they return to their own countries, or to 
assignments elsewhere in the world, they 
are on the road to becoming miniatme 
world citizens. 

\Viii this mean something desirable for 
the world of tomon-ow? 
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wee MEMORIAL FUND 
ST AN OS AT $82,000 

\Vithin a fortnight of inviting clnirclll's 
and related agencies to subseribe to a major 
water project of the lVlississippi Delta l\lin
istry as a memorial to Dr. Martin Luther 
King, the World Couneil of Churches' Di
vision of Inter-clmreh Aid, Hefugce, arnl 
\Vorld Service has received gifts totalling 
$82,940. Other donations arc expected. 

This money is additional to what churches 
arc giving towards the general program of 
the Mississippi Delta l\linistry for racial 
reconciliation, rehabilitation, and relief. 

These pledges to the l\Iemorial Fund have 
now been received: Denmark $5,000; 
Sweden $10,000; United Church of Canada 
$4,625; Netherlands $27,000; Swiss Jnter
church Aid $5,000; Gennanv's Bread for 
the World Campaign $10,0.00; Christian 
Aid (Britain) $12,000; Norwav $5,000; 
Australia $1,115; Finland $1 ,000; France 
$5,000; Austria $500; Greece $300 and 
Kenya $200. 

Kenya's donation is an offeting made at 
a memorial service for Dr. King, and 
churches in the country have been asl:ed 
to send further gifts through the Christian 
Council of Kenya. 

l\fotropolitan Nikodim of the Hussian Or
thodox Church has cabled that the Svno<l 
of the church is being asked to tak~ the 
Fund .into consideration and to give its cor
responding decision. 

In Latin America, 25 National Council~ 
of Churches have been infonned by cable 
about the Fund. Churches in Eastern Ger
many have said that although it is not pos
sible for them to send money directly, they 
will try in memory of Dr. King to increase 
their own work of assistance. The Ecumen
ical Patriarch in Constantinople has also 
expressed his sympathy. 

After consultation with officers of the 
Mississippi Delta Ministry, it has been 
agreed to emmark the response to the Mar
tin Luther King Memorial Fund to provide 
a water supply for the inhabitants of Free
dom City where people are being settled on 
400 acres of land in houses they are build
ing for themselves. 

FLEXIBILITY NEEDED 
IN MISSION STRATEGY 

(EPS) 

The church's continued vitality and rele
vance will depend largely on its flexibility 
in meeting the new demands of a revolu
tionary world, 140 church and mission lead
ers agreed at a :Methodist-EUB consultation 
in Texas. The consultation met shortly before 
the merger of the two denominations into 
the United l\lethodist Church. 

The theme of the Consultation on Co
operative Mission was "God's Gift of New
ness to the Church and the \Vorld." In this 
context the participants came to grips with 
problems related to autonomy, church unity, 
self-dete1mination and self-support. 

Speaking to the theme, Dr. Charles Ger
many of the l\lethodist World Division said, 
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RNS Pfloto 

Evangelical United Bretl1re11 Bisliop Reuben l'.foeller of llldianaJlolis (left) and Meth
odist Bishop Lloyd Wicke of New York joined in the formal declaration of the union 
of the denominations at the Uniting General Conference in Dallas. In establisliing the 
United Methodist Church, the two bisliops joined Twnds and said: "Lord of the clmrcl1, 
we arc united in Thee, in Thy church and now in the United Methodist Church ." The 
new de11omi11atio11 comprises more than 11 million members. On the table between the 
bishops arc the Plan of Union and oilier official documents of tlw merging Churches. 

"The vitality antl relevance of the church 
in years ahead will depend in large part 
upon the ability of the leadership of the 
chmch to be constantly open to change and 
renewal, and themselves to initiate change 
in the inner life and outer program of the 
church." 

The consultation further agreed on the 
need for ecumenical involvement in mission, 
on the crucial role of the laity in mission, 
and on the end of "the mother-daughter" 
role in regard to mission-church relation
ships. 

They also agreed on the need for con
tinuing Biblical and theological studv of 
the aim of Christian mission. They ~aid: 
"\Ve believe that our primary task is to 

clarify our understanding of the Christian 
mission in our day, act in obedience to it, 
and seek structmes that will truly serve 
it." 

The consultation asked for study and 
courageous action in the area of economic 
and social concerns. It requested further 
stutly in the areas of internationalizing the 
missionary force and in the role of the 
receiving church in the support and de
te1mining of the level of support the mis
sionary should receive. 

Dr. D. T. Niles, of Ceylon, who is cur
rently advising the Methodist Board of 
Missions, advised: "Churches working in 
the same counhy or region can come to
gether to create a missiona1y pool, so that 
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On your vacation or summer travels, 
take a copy of THE UPPER ROOM with 
you. Alone, or with your family, keep 
the habit of daily devotions intact. 
Your days of rest or travel will be all 
the brighter. 

Today, THE UPPER ROOM has in
teresting new features. You will not 
want to miss these. They make THE 
UPPER RooM all the more a welcome 
companion at home or away. 

Visit The Upper Room 
Headquarters 

When your vacation or trip brings 
you near Nashville, be sure to visit 
The Upper Room Chapel, Museum, 
Library and Agape Garden. More than 
70 thousand persons from across the 
world do this each year. Write for a 
free map and guide of Nashville. 

Why not subscribe to THE UPPER 
RooM now - U. S. English, Spanish 
or German, 3 years (sent to one ad
dress) only $3.00; I year $1.50, both 
postpaid. Or secure it through your 
church. Bulk orders (U.S. English, 
German or Spanish) in lots of I 0 or 
more copies, sent to one address, I 0 
cents per copy postpaid. Write today. 

Contributions to The Upper Room 
Emergency Vietnam Appeal help 
send The Upper Room and de1•otional 
literature to our 
men and women in 
serrice. 

----< 

Jrlorltl'aM011r Widely Usc1I Daily De1101ionalG11ide 

38 Languages-45 Editions 
1908 Grand Ave., Nashville, Tenn. 37203 
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the most urgent needs are met, irrespective 
of denominational interests." He also said 
that we "must consider the possibility of 
the Ame1ican church receiving foreign mis
sionaries." 

BOARD COMMENCES 
LOANS TO GHETTOS 

The first loan has been granted from a 
$3,000,000 fund set aside by the l'l'Ietho<list 
Board of i\lissions from its investment port
folio for investment in ghetto enterprises. 

The loan of $100,000 has been made 
from the Board's special Mission Enter
prise Loan and Investment Fund to the 
\Vestern Pennsylvania Methodist Conference 
to aid the conference in helping to create 
the Interfaith Housing Corporation in Pitts
burgh. The Corporation is being organized 
to provide loan funds to help build needed 
non-profit housing in poverty areas of Pitts
burgh, including the black ghetto known as 
"the Hill," where rioting took place in the 
clays following the assassination of the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Planners hope 
that a minimum of 5,000 housing units can 
be built this year. 

In announcing the loan, J. Henry Smith, 
New York, chaiiman of the Board's Mission 
Enterprise Loan and Investment Committee, 
said this was only the first of several loans 
and investments of various kinds the Com
mittee will make. 

The :Mission Enterprise Loan and Invest
ment Fund was set up by tl1e Board of 
Missions to make capital available, under 
special circumstances where local financing 
may be impossible, to people trapped in 
ghetto circumstances so they may plan, de
velop and manage their own economic en
terprises and improvements. 

Of the loan to the 'Vestem Pennsylvania 
Conference, l\[r. Smith said: "The Com
mittee granted the loan at a meeting March 
21, but was unable to make announcement 
immediately because of the necessity of 
completing legal arrangements. The $100,-
000 loan will enable the 'Nestern Pennsyl
vania Conference to join in the new 
Interfaith Housing Corporation, involving 
Homan Catholic, Jewish and Protestant par
ticipation. 

"The Interfaith Housing Corporation is 
lo be capitalized for not less than $500,000 
in loan funds, to be made available to 
neighborhood non-profit housing corpora
tions which are to be fo1med by people in 
poverty areas. These same ghetto residents 
are to be dominantly involved in the de
cision-making process in bringing the hous
ing into being. It is hoped that the Interfaith 
Housing Corporation will be instrumental 
in providing a minimum of 5,000 housing 
units in Pittsburgh this year. l'vlost of the 
housing needed is in the ghcllo area known 
as 'the Hill.'" 

The Committee, and the resulting Mis
sion Enterprise Loan and Investment Fund, 
was brought into being through action of 
the Board of Missions in September, 1967, 
and last January. Its action calls for invest
ment of up to 10 per cent of the Board's 
capital funds in low-yield enterprises 
planned, developed and managed by people 
entrapped in ghetto circumstances. The 

Fund was set up with an initial capitaliza
tion of $3,000,000. A low interest rate 
specified by the Board will vary but Board 
officials have said that it may be the "prime 
rate," currently 6 per cent, as contrasted to 
extremely high interest rates reported 
charged in ghetto areas-some as high as 
30 per cent. 

The Board said its action in setting up 
the Fund was as "an expression of our 
concern particularly in the area of racial 
and economic injustice." The loans and 
investments are intended for individual or 
small enterp1ises unable to get loans through 
no1mal channels except at exorbitant rates, 
Board officials said. They added that loans 
and investments may be granted in any part 
of the world. 

MRS. VERA STOCKWELL DIES 

wood, N.J. 

Mrs. Vera Loudon 
Stockwell, 71, wife of 
the late :Methodist 
Bishop B. Foster Stock
well, died unexpected
ly of a heart attack on 
April 14th, at the home 
of her son, the Rev
erend Dr. Eugene L. 
Stockwell, in Ridge-

Bishop Stockwell was the episcopal lead
er of the Santiago Area of The Methodist 
Church, which includes Costa Hica, Panama, 
Peru, and Chile, at the time of his death in 
1961. He had been elected to the epis
copacy in 1960. 

For 35 years before her husband's elec
tion as bishop Mrs. Stockwell had served 
with him as a missionary to Argentina. She 
taught at the Union Theological Seminary 
in Buenos Aires, and served on the staff of 
the library. 

Mrs. Stockwell was highly proficient in 
Spanish, and served as chaiiman of a com
mittee for a revised Spanish liymnal. 

Mrs. Stockwell was born in New \Vash
ington, Ohio. She studied at Ohio V-7esleya11 
. University at Delaware, graduating there in 
1919. She 1·eceived an !vi.A. degree from 
Boston University in 1926. 

l\frs. Stockwell is survived by her son, 
four grandchildren, and a brother, vVillar<l 
Loudon of Cleveland, Ohio. 

ARMENIAN PATRIARCH 
DEDICATES CATHEDRAL 

Vazken I, Supreme Patriarch and Cath
olicos of All A1menians, consecrated in 
New York the first A1menian cathedral, St. 
Vartan's, in the United States. 

The four-hour service opened a month
long visit to the U.S. by the churchman 
whose headquarters are at Etchmiadzin, 
Soviet Annenin. 

Homan Catholic Archbishop Terence J. 
Cooke of New York, Archbishop Jonathan , 
Exarch of the. Russian Orthodox Chmch, 
and Dr. Dan Potter of the Protestant Coun
cil of the City of N.Y. were among religious 
leaders to attend the ceremony. 

St. Varian's Cathedral was built to re
semble the mother church of A1menian 
Christianity, the Cathedral of Etchmiadzin , 
which was built in crucifo1m style during 
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Important mformation for people 65 or older 
and their children and relatives: 

Protect your 
income and savings 
against big hospital bills 

YOU CAN ••• NOW ••• FOR ONLY $2.50 PER MONTH ••• WITH THE NEW 

s10,000 Medicare Supplement Plan 
• Pays you IN ADDITION to all other insurance. 

Upon acceptance of your enrollment, we 
will send you your American Life Medicare 
Supplement Plan. Policy and your Hospital 
Identification Card. You will also receive 
a premium payment notice covering the 
first quarterly premium at the rate of $2.50 
per month per person (the cost will be even 
lower if you pay the premium for six 
months or a year). Upon receipt of the 
policy, if you are not completely satisfied, 
you owe nothing. 

• GUARANTEED RENEWABLE for life or until benefits total $10,000. 

This message is of special interest to men 
and women 65 or older who are automati
cally covered by the U.S. Government 
Medicare Hospital Plan. 

It tells about the wonderful new $10,000 
American Life Medicare Supplement 
Plan which gives you full protection, in 
accordance with the benefits described, 
against big hospital bills. 
It pays hospital costs which Medicare 
does•not cover. 
U.S. Government Medicare Plan A pays 
only PART OF THE COSTS after 60 
days and NONE OF THE COSTS after 
90 days of hospital confinement. This is 
why it is important that you have the 
full, low-cost additional protection of the 
new American Life Medicare Supplement 
Plan. 

We never know when one of a score of 
diseases or accidents may strike, requiring 
a Jong hospital stay-such as heart attack, 
stroke, cancer, vascular disorder or a broken 
hip. Statistics show that people 65 years 
or older are hospitalized at least twice as 
long as those under 65. 

How about you? Do you have enough in
come to cover big, unexpected hospital bills? 
Do you have enough savings to handle such 
long-term emergencies which could cost 
you thousands of dollars? 

Just one long hospital stay may plunge 
you into poverty, cause you to lose your life 
savings and make you dependent on others. 

But you need not be exposed to these 
hazards! 

Now ••• for only $2.50 a month per per
son ••• you can protect your income and 
your life savings against such perils with 
the new $10,000 American Life l\ledicare 
Supplement Plan. 

This new, low-cost plan pays you up to 
$10,000 tax-free benefits under an easy
to-understand policy. The money is paid 
directly to you (or to the hospital, if you 
prefer). No matter how long you stay in 
the hospital, there's no time limit for each 
confinement up to $10,000 total benefits. 

SONS, DAUGHTERS, RELATIVES: 
You can protect your loved ones 65 or 

older against the burden of a big hospital 
bill (as well as a drain on your own in
come and savings) by taking out a policy 
for your parents or relatives NOW. Just 
fill in the application form today and 
have the person to be insured sign it. 'Ve 
will gladly bill you for the low quarterly, 
semi-annual or annual premiums after 
you have received your policy. 

MAIL APPLICATION TODAY 
NO MEDICAL EXAMINATION REQUIRED 

NO SALESMAN WILL CALL 
Send no money until after you receive your policy 

The present enrollment offer may not be 
repeated in this publication. Regardless of 
whether you participate in the U.S. Govern
ment Medicare program (if you are under 
Social Security or Railroad Retirement you 
are automatically covered by the U.S. Med
icare Plan A insurance), you are eligible 
to enroll under the American Life Medicare 
Supplement Plan. But you must enroll now 
to collect the benefits. As Jong as you are 
65 years or older, there's no age limit. Both 
husband and wife can enroll (a spouse can 
join when reaching 65) and enjoy equal 
benefits for same low premium per person. 

Don't risk your income and your savings. 
Don't saddle your children or relatives with 
your hospital debts. Don't miss this wonder
ful opportunity to be financially indepen
dent. 

Can I have confidence in American Life 
Insurance Company? 
Yes! For over a quarter century, since 
1928, American Life Insurance Com
any has faithfully served policy holders. 
American Life is rated A+ Excellent, 
the highest rating given by Dunne's In
surance Reports, the world's largest in
surance reporting service. American Life 
is licensed under the laws of the State of 
Illinois and carries full legal reserves for 
the protection of all policy holders. Poli
cies are effective and honored by the 
Company regardless of your state of 
residence. 

AME rllcnAetri tFE ~0-~) fl•eS 'u 
0

RA'N CE'Clll.tPJGi" v 
·221 North La Salle Street ~ Chicago, Illinois 60601•FR2-5722 

Please note: You are not insured until the company accepts your application, the policy is issued and first 
premium is paid. 

$10,000 AMERICAN MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT PLAN • SPECIAL-APPLY NOW IF YOU ARE 65 OR OLDER 
to: AMERICAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY • 221 N. LaSalle Street • Chicago, Illinois 60601 

Please enroll me (and my wife or husband if named below) in the $10,000 AMERICAN MEDICARE SUP
PLEMENT Plan. Please send my policy and Hospital Identification Card now. I understand this protec
tion will begin as soon as the first quarterly premium of $7.50 per person is paid. 

My name•----------------MY Date of Birthr _____ _ 
(please print> 

My address; ___________________________ _ 
(street) (city) (state) (tip code) 

ENROLL YOUR SPOUSE HERE: 
First name of wife or husband'-----------: date of birthr _____ _ 

SIGN HERE "----------------------------
0 Please send free copy of Social Security Administration Booklet OASl·35, on Government Medicare 

FOUNDED 1928 • PROTECTING AMERICAN FAMILIES FOR MORE THAN A QUARTER OF A CENTURY 
C·966 PLEASE DO NOT SEND ANY MONEY. You will be billed later. AL-38 
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l 1iJllij:l1!U1l'li1llli'jtll 
GET THE FACTS 

ON REGISTERED OWNER 
BONDS, COUPON .OR 

NEW DEFERRED INCOME 

.· FIHST ·~·Mo RTGAGE 
:'CHURCH .. BONDS 

This advertisement is neither an offer to buy or 
sell any security. In states where this dealer is 
not qualified to act as a deafer, sales literature 
will be deleted from descriptive brochures. 

Holy Land 
Mother-of-Pearl 
Jewelry 

Yes 
Christians in the United States can 

help Christians in the Holy Land. 

Yes ••• 
Half of the best carvers of Mother

of-Pearl are still in Bethlehem and 
"want to earn their living." 

Yes .•. 
We have just received a quantity 

of lovely white Mother-of-Pearl Jew
elry from them. They hope we will 
exhibit and sell for them. And we can 
-at our summer Missions Confer
ences and in your churches. 

Yes .•. 
Twenty percent of your sales may 

go directly to the Methodist Com
mittee for Overseas Relief, for them. 

Order at once, from 

Lenore E. Porter 
Church ~'omen's Handcraft 

Service 
102 East 22nd Street 

New York, N. Y. 10010 
or 

46 

India and Holy Land Center 
39 Main A,·cnuc 

Ocean Gro,·c, N. J, 07756 
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the fourth century. It still stands at Y crevan 
in Annenia, a Soviet state bordering on Iran. 

(RSN) 

NEW DEAN NAMED AT DREW 
A new dean for the controversy-ridden 

Drew Theological School. i\ladison. New 
Jersey, was announced in Dallas during the 
Uniting Con ferenc('. 

Dr. James i\I. Ault, currently of New 
York's Union Theological Seminary, will 
assume the Drew post on July 1, according 
lo Dr. Hobert Fisher Oxnam, president of 
the university and one of the two principals 
in a dispute which has raged for more than 
a year. 

Dr. Ault, 50, is professor of practical 
theology and director of field education at 
Union. He served pastorates in the north
east for eleven years and was named dean 
of students and associate professor in 1961. 
He assumed his present post at Union in 
1964. 

The controversy at Drew broke out in 
early 1967. It centered on disagreement be
tween Dean Charles \V. Ranson and Dr. 
Oxnam and the universilv's trustees over 
administrative relationships.between the the
ological faculty and the university. 

(RNS) 

JOURNALS URGE UNION OF 
TWO CANADIAN CHURCHES 

Union of the Anglican Church and the 
United Church of Canada has been sup
ported by an editorial published jointly and 
simultaneously in the official publications of 
the denominations. 

The editmial was prepared by the editor 
of the United Church Observer, the Rev. 
A. C. Forrest, and the editor of the Ca
nadian Churchman (Anglican), Hugh l\k
Cullum. Both emphasized that the opinions 
expressed were theirs and did not reflect 
official Church views. 

All decisions and planning by both com
m unions should now be one in loyalty to the 
commitment of union, the editorial l1eld. ll 
said the target date for union, now set at 
1974, is a reasonable one. 

(RNS) 

U THANT ASKS STRENGTHENED 
U.N. ROLE IN HUMAN RIGHTS 

Secretary General U Thant, in opening 
the International Conference on Human 
Rights in Tehran, Iran, called on all gov· 
ernments to strengthen the role of the United 
Nations in promoting, assisting and review
ing national and local efforts to translate the 
International Bill of Rights into meaningful 
reality for the individual. 

Holding that human rights have now been 
conclusively defined and articulated in an 
incontestable legal context, U Thant told 
delegates of 132 nations and some 200 non
governmental organizations that, neverthe
less, "serious violations of human rights, 
including resort to violence and terror, con
tinue to occur in a number of places and 
these are made known and publicized more 
than ever before." 

Quoting from the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, signed 20 years ago, he 
said: "All human beings are born free and 

equal in dignity and rights. They arc en
dowed with reason and conscience and 
should act toward one another in a spirit o[ 
brotherhood." 

Consequently, he concluded, everyone is 
entitled to all rights and freedoms set forth 
in the Declaration "without distinction o[ 
any kind, sud1 as race, color, sex, language, 
religion, political or other opinion, national 
or social origin, property, birth or other 
stah1s." 

But U Thant warned that without peace 
in the world and international order, chances 
for genuine respect for human 1ights were 
"slight." 

COSTA RICA CONFERENCE 
The 1968 session of the Costa Rican 

Annual Conference moved from a Pro
visional Annual Conference to an organizetl 
Annual Conference. The new step gives the) 
Methodists in Costa Bica new privileges. 
They have the right now to send a min
isterial as well as a lay delegate to the 
General Conference. Thev may send four 
ministerial delegates and four lay delegates 
to Central Conference in Santiago, Chile, 
in January, 1969. The Costa Rican Church 
has just celebrated its 50th anniversary. 

The 1968 Annual Conference inaugurated · 
the new lVlethodist Bookstore in Alajuela. 
This is the only i\fothodist Bookstore in 
Central America. It serves not only Costa 
Rica and Panama, but Cuba as well. 

Professors at the University of Costa Rica 
spoke to the Annual Conference on the social 
needs of the country and challenged the 
Church to help meet those needs. 

\Vith the new members taken into the 
Conference, the Conference is now believed 
to have the highest ratio of women min
isters in the world-six out of twenty-six. 

l\Ins. BATIDATIA s. FLOYD 

RELIGIOUS AGENCIES JOIN 
URBAN CRISIS TASK FORCE 

A citywide Urban Crisis Task Force of 
religious and community agencies has been 
quietly readying its resources, funds and 
facilities to aid Mayor John V. Lindsay's 
Action Task Force in the event of race riots 
in New York this summer. 

Some seventeen Protestant, Roman Cath
olic and Jewish agencies from New York 
City and surrounding suburban communities 
have been meeting regularly to consider 
plans for action programs in riot situations. 

l~AIMJfJLY 
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Look: 
Beyond 
Th.e 
Surface 

INSCAPE 
Ross Snyder. "You have your own memories, loves, fears. You 
have your own seeing of things-and feeling of them. You have 
your own citadel of decision and assent. And so have I." In spite 
of_ all this,_ hoyr ~o. two persons become "one flesh," one mind, yet 
still remam md1v1duals? Inscape explores in depth the I-Thou 
relationship of marriage. For, "Lile is ceaselessly revelation. Both 
of landscape ... a wide-lensed field with a skyline. And inscape 
•.• a patterning beauty still growing." $2.50 

SIX DAYS
AND SUNDAY 

Dow Kirkpatrick. Communication between persons is one of the 
great problems of our modern day. This engrossing account ex
plor~s ~ne minister's ~!forts to achieve meaningful two-way com
munication between six days and Sunday-between himself and 
his _laymen. Through special sessions with laymen of various occu
pations, statements made from the pulpit by representative laymen, 
and_ special sermons on various occupations, Dr. Kirkpatrick has 
achieved a more realistic understanding in his church. 

Paper, $ 1.95 

JUNE 1968 

THESE 
VINTAGE YEARS 
Margot Benary-Isbert. Adventure or adversity-how do you view 
old age? The author prefers to call ii an adventure .•• an ad
venture that involves risk. She shares her perceptive views in this 
"".onderf_ully warm celebration of age and of life--the joys and 
d1sappomtments, the solitary satisfactions, the times of change 
and beginning again. In a uniquely personal way, These Vintage 
Years challenges readers of all ages, not to endure life, but to 
experience it . • . to risk ... to live. S3.75 

THE 
LORD'S SUPPER 
William Barclay. Why has the Lord's Supper remained so relevant 
in contemporary life? Through a biblical and historical study, 
Dr. Barclay traces the New Testament origins of communion, ex
plains the meaning of a sacrament, analyzes Scripture associated 
with communion, traces the traditions of celebration, and dis
cusses reformations effected in later church history. In summary 
he says, "The Lord's Supper is the unchanging statement of that 
which is unchanging in Christianity." $2.75 

At your Cokesbury Bookstore 

.ABINGDON PBESS 
The Book Publishing Department of 

The Methodist Publishing House 
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RNS Pholo 

Vazke11 I, Supreme Patriarc11 a11d Catl1olicos of All An11en'a11s, center, teas 11011ored in 
New York at a reception given by Arclibisliop lakovos, rigl1t, primate of tl1e Greek Or
tlwdox Archdiocese of North and So11th America. Attending was Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, left, general secretary of the World Co11ncil of Cl111rcl1es, of wl1icl1 both tlie 
Armenian Church and tlie Greek Orthodox Cliurch are members. Catlwlicos Vazken, 
whose headq11arters are in Soviet Armenia, is spiri111al leader of some 4.5 million Armen
ian Christians aro1111d the world. 

It would include the setting up of a 
Communications Network to quell rumors 
with facts; the use of churches for shelters; 
the funneling of food and medical supplies 
lo riot victims, and the use of staff workers 
from various churches and such agencies as 
VISTA volunteers to root out the causes of 
racial tensions. 

As envisioned by Task Force leaders, the 
agency would have an operational center. 
Among sites in teeming !vlanhattan sug
gested for the center have been one of the 
buildings on the close of the Cathedral of 
St. John the Divine or the New York The
ological Seminary, training center of the 
l\Ietropolitan Urban Serv;ce Training Pro
gram (MUST). 

The Interfaith Committee includes the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of New York. 
Its activity also includes contacts with some 
70 VISTA volunteers and, through Neigh
borhood Youth Corps, the "pavement con-
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tacts" with some 4,000 ghetto children. 
(RNS) 

24,000 WILL ATTEND 
TRAINING SEMINARS 

One of the first activities of the new 
eleven-million member United Methodisl 
Church will be the presentation of a nation
wide series of summer meetings. Objectives 
of these meetings will include the intro
duction of mission study themes for 1968-69; 
education in Methodist home and overseas 
programs of mission; the latest techniques 
and mate1ials for missionary education; the 
training of leaders; financial cultivation to 
increase missionary giving; and the presen
tation of the need at home and overseas for 
more missionaries and deaconesses and 
short-tenn workers. 

i\fore than 24,000 persons are expcetcd 
to participate in about 115 of the summer 
meetings. 

DATES AND PLACES 
Summer Missionary Conferences: 

June 8-14: Mt. Sequoyah, Fayetteville, 
Arkansas 

June 17-21: Estes Park, Colorado 
June 24-27: Mt. Sequoyah, South 

Central Jurisdictional Ms. Conf. 
June 24-27: Univ. of l\fanitoba, Mani

toba, Canada (international) 
July 8-12 and July 12-14: Silver Bay, 

N.Y. 
July 14-19: Hartford Seminary, Hartford, 

Connecticut 
July 15-21: Lake Junaluska, N.C. 

Southeastern Jur. Ms. Conf. 
August 2-4: Sheboygan, \Visconsin 
August 2-7: Ecumenical Mission 

Conference, Asilomar, Pacific Grove, Cal. 
August 5-9: NvV Univ., Evanston, Ill. 
Aug 8-11: i\fakawao, Maui, Hawaii 
August 17-21: Seattle University, Seattle, 

\Vashington 
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WANTED JEWELRY 

I 
We Buy Ohl Gold aml Jewelry. CASH PAI 0 
IMMEDIATELY. Mall us gold teeth, watches, 
rlnos, tllnrnouds. sllverwaro, eye olasses, uold 
coins, oltl oold, silver, platinum, mercury. Sat· 
lsfitctlon flllnrantced or your articles returned. 
We me ll censed oold buyers. W11to for FREE 
lnform:i.tlon. 

ROSE INDUSTRIES 
29-CL Eost Modlson St., Chlcogo 2, Ill. 

Isn't It Time You Planned To 
MAKE YOUR WILL? 
Get 4 WILL FORMS plus a complete book 
of information about wills, written by a 
notionally known attorney. Just send $1.00 
to Legal Forms Co., Dept. 1-A, 1967' 
Guard!on Building, Detroit, Mich. 48226. 

I 

Mr. Andy William~ 

Learn cancer's warning 
signals. You'll be in 
good company. 
1. Unusual bleeding or discharge. 
2. A lump or thickening in the 

breast or elsewhere. 
3. A sore that does not heal. 
4. Change in bowel or bladder 

habits. 
5. Hoarseness or cough. 
6. Indigestion or difficulty in 

swallowing. 
7. Change in a wart or mole. 
If a signal lasts longer than two 
weeks, see your doctor without 
delay. 
II makes sense to know the 
seven warning signals of cancer. +. 
It makes sense to give to the 
American Cancer Society. • 

JUNE 1968 

August 18-23: Chautauqua, N.Y. 

\Vorkshops for Chaitmcn of Commissions 
on rvlissions: 
June 21-23: Mt. Sequoyah, Fayetteville, 

Arkansas 
July 19-21: Lake Junaluska, N.C. 

CHURCHES HAVE ROLE 
IN GLOBAL 
STRATEGY 

The Christian churches could play a 
major role in mobilizing the moral forces 
necessmy to achieve a global strategy of 
economic development. 

This was the consensus of several repre
sentatives of intergovernmental agencies 
who addressed opening sessions of the first 
Joint Conference on Development sponsored 
by the ·world Council of Churches and the 
Pontifical Commission on Justice and Peace, 
meeting in Beirut, Lebanon. 

"We need the help of the Christian 
churches to achieve the human solidarity 
needed to exploit the world's resources in 
behalf of all the world's peoples," said !\fr. 
Raul Prebisch, director general of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) . 

He addressed the Conference on \Vorld 
Cooperation for Development which was 
being attended by thirty Christian laymen 
with technical competence in economic and 
social problems and fifteen representatives 
of international, intergovernmental organi
zations. 

Harold Graves of the \Vorld Bank out
lined the difficult problem faced by develop
ing nations whose population is growing 
hut whose agricultural production is not 
keeping pace. 

"The situation is one of concern but not 
of despair," said Mr. Graves. "We have 
learned a lot in the last two decades about 
how to solve agricultural, financial and trade 
problems. But we have not been able to 
create the political will to apply this knowl
edge wisely." 

Reporting on the recent UNCTAD meet
ing in New Delhi, Mr. Prcbisch listed sev
eral "modest achievements," but expressed 
disappointment at the failure to fo1mulate a 
global strategy. The developed countries 
have not realized the urgency of this ex
plosive problem and some are indifferent 
due to prosperity, he said. 

The developing nations do not see that 
their rate of development cannot be ac
celerated without deep changes in their so
cial and economic structures and their at
titudes to development, Mr. Prebisch said. 

Mr. Auguste Vanistendael, a member of 
the Pontifical Commission on Justice and 
Peace, read a message from Pope Paul VI 
which stated that while perfect union be
tween Christian confessions is not yet 
achieved on doctrinal grounds, "there is at 
least one field in which ecumenism can at
tain concrete and immediate results, namely 
economic development. 

"Let all privileged nations and their peo
ple understand: the impatience of the poor 
is growing, we must come to their help," 
wrote the Pope. "The remedies are certain-

ly well known; it is necessary to apply them 
without delay." 

BISHOP'S WIDOW 
WEDS 

Mrs. Modena McPherson Holt, wife of 
the late Bishop Ivan Lee Holt, and the Rev. 
Dr. Karl K. Quimby, fmmer executive of 
the Methodist Board of Missions, were 
married April 26 in Kowloon Union Church 
in Hong Kong. 

The bride has been serving as a Method
ist missionary under special assignment to 
Hong Kong since December, 1967. She has 
assisted with a roof-top kindergarten pro
gram at the Yang Social Services Center, a 
United Methodist refugee settlement cen
ter. She and her husband will continue do
ing social work at the center temporarily 
and return to Ridgewood, N.J., his home, in 
June. 

Mrs. Quimby was born in Atlanta and 
was graduated from \Vesleyan College, 
Macon, Ga. Her first husband was the late 
Rev. Edmund D. Rudisill, Jr., a Methodist 
minister. She served with him as a pastor's 
and disb·ict superintendent's wife in various 
Georgia communities until his death in 1963. 
She has four children by this marriage. 

In 1966 she was married to Bishop Holt, 
who had been episcopal leader of the Dallas 
and Missouri Areas of The Methodist 
Church for 18 years and had been president 
of the World 1\-lethodist Council. He died 
in January, 1967. Before going overseas the 
fmmer Mrs. Holt had been making her 
home in Duluth, Ga. 

Dr. Quimby was director of missionary 
education of the Board of Missions for 17 
years. Following his retirement from the 
Board in 1958, he was on the staff of the 
American Bible Society for several years. 

WHAT GENERATION GAP? 

The members of the Executive 
Council of the Lutheran Church in 
America were discussing how they 
were going to restructure their youth 
commission in the Church. 

One of the things they did was 
to revise one of the by-laws so that the 
purpose of the youth commission be
came that of "fostering youth min
istry . . . by helping young people 
grow in grace, mature in faith, in
crease their understanding of the Gos
pel, assume responsibility in congre
gational life and gain skills for living 
as Christians in the Church and 
world." 

Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz, president 
of Lutheran Theological Southern 
Seminary at Columbia, S.C. and a 
member of the Executive Council, im
plied that some of his colleagues 
weren't "with it" and then stated his 
objection: "That wording's not 
groovy." 

Dr. Reinartz is sixty-six. 
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UNITED METHODIST 

NEW FORMS OF MISSION 
MISSION STUDY 1968-69 
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MANDATE FOR JIJJSSION 
Eugene L. Smith 

A United i\fothoClist pastor, for four
teen years chief executive of Meth

. odist missions overseas, gives us in 
this book a dear, concise and com
pelling reply to the question, "Why 
Christian mission in this kind of 
world?" Now an executive ·of the 
World Council of Churches, Dr. 
Smith interprets anew for our day 
the Christian mission imperaiive in 

· a popularly written text. Sl.75 

VENTURES IN 111/SSION 
Paul 0. Madsen 

Example after example of new 
kinds of ministries and new 
forn1s of mission make this an 
exciting book for the concerned 
Christian. An ·excellent supple
ment to Dr. Smith's book, it is 
the work of an executive Iong
expericnccd in the chnrch's mis
sion. Sl.50 

STUDY-ACTION JIJANUAL FOR 
"NEW FORMS OF JIJTSSION" 
Claire Randall 

MANDATE 
for 

MISSION 

Sl.25 

All of these a\'ailahlc now from the l\lelho<list Board of 
i\lissions Servkc Center, 7820 Reading Road, Cincinnati, 
Ohio 45237 or your Cnk<'sb11ry bookstore. 
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Attractive, Convenient Protection 

Suggested for use in 

• The Church Library 

• The Pastor's Study 

• The Home Bookshelf 

and wherever WORLD OUTLOOK 
should be kept as a continuing 
source of mission information. 

for your copies 
OF 

WORLD OUTLOOK 
The WORLD OUTLOOK Binder has 
distinctive green vinyl covers with 
"WORLD OUTLOOK" stamped in 

gold. 

A full year's issues (12 cop ies) are 
easily inserted. 

Your magazines are preserved with 
a just-off-the-press freshness and are 
kept ready for quick reference and 
re-reading. 

A transparent pocket at the bottom 
of the spine provides for the inser
tion of a card identifying the year of 

issue. 

This binder is offered as a service to 
WORLD OUTLOOK subscribers at 

our cost . .. 

12so EACH, PPD. 

USE THIS COUPON TO ORDER YOUR BINDER, N 0 W ! 

············································································································ 
WORLD OUTLOOK SUBSCRIBER SERVICE 

475 Riverside Drive--Room 1320 

New York, New York 10027 

Enclosed is $2.50 for my WORLD OUTLOOK Binder. 

Please send to: 

Address--------------------

------------------ZIP ---

i 
I 
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Here's an opportunity for you to do 

something special for your church ..• 

As a member of a church school class, WSCS, Wesleyan Service 
Guild, men's club, official board, or any other church group ... you 
can help your church acquire copies of the new revised edition of 
The Methodist Hymnal. These beautiful new hymnals are designed 
in size and in liturgical colors to be pew companions to The Book of 
Worship and Cokesbury Pew Bibles - they belong in your church. 

Acquiring the new hymnals is an excellent project for your group 
to sponsor ... a chance to make a lasting contribution to more mean
ingful worship for your entire~ation. For helpful information 
on project ideas, write to C J 

Contact The Regional Service Center Serving Your Are.:i: 

1910 Main Slreel 1600 Queen Anne Road Fiflh aod Grace Slreels 201 Eigh1h Avenue, Soulh 1661 Norlh Nor1h est Hwy. 85 McAllisler Slreet 
Dallas, Texas 75221 Teaneck, N. J. 07666 Richmond, Va . 23216 Nashville, Tenn . 37202 Park Ridge, Ill. 6 Son Francisco, Calif. 94102 

Shop in person at these Cokesbury Stores: Atlanta • Birmingham • Baltimore • Doston • Chicago • Cincinnati • 
Los Angeles • Nashville • New York • Pitt sbu rgh • Richmond • San Francisro • St•1111lc 
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