


The mountain-moving day is coming. 
I say so, yet others doubt. 
Only awhile the mountain sleeps. 
In the past 
All mountains moved in fire, 
Yet you may not believe it. 
Oh man, this alone believe, 
All sleeping women now will awake and move. 

Akiko Yosano, Japanese feminist , 1911 
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Sputat, Women of the Third World Issue 
This specia l double-size 96-page issue is on Women of the Third World. It seeks to 

give some content to that slippery phrase, "the Th ird World," by lett ing women from 
Africa, Asia, the Middle East, and Latin America speak for themselves as well as women 
from exploi ted and minority groups everywhere. They themselves voice their own 
hopes and desires. 

Many of these areas are what have trad itionally been considered " mission fi elds." 
In l ine w ith the emerging new concept of mission, NEW WORLD OUTLOOK increas
ingly seeks to bring to Ameri can readers the perspective of people in the areas where 
the Church is in mission. Our issue in October, 1970, on Latin America was largely 
written by Latin Americans. Our forthcoming specia l issue in June on " The New 
Generation in Afri ca" wi ll feature art icles, interviews and photographs by, wi th and 
of members of the new generation in Africa. Most of the art icles and poetry in th is 
issue have been wri tten by women of the Third World-women active in the Church, 
in other religions, in pol itics and government, in education, business and social wel
fare and in organizations fo r women. 

If this kind of frank, honest and exciting coverage of today's m1ss1on interests you, 
shouldn' t you read NEW WORLD OUTLOOK regularly? If you are not now a sub
scriber, shouldn't you become one? 

Every month, NEW WORLD OUTLOOK brings art icles, editorials, news and photo 
essays to keep you alert to the developments and needs of the Church in mission. 
Reflect ing the increasingly cooperative nature of mission around the world, NEW 
WORLD OUTLOOK is sponsored by the mission boards of both the United Presby
terian and United Methodist churches. 
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A new consciousness is sp read ing 
among women, an awareness that 
women can shape the future. The 
process is not confined to Europe 
and North America, where women 's 
liberation movements have been 
vocal and publicized . In the Third 
World- the nations of Africa, Asia, 
Latin America and minority comm u
nities within the U.S.A., the areas 
which have often been the object of 
mission, women have become a 
major force for change. 

What do liberation and deve lop
ment mean to women of the Th ird 
World? " Survival of our chil dren ... 
survival of all human life," states 
Jennette Washington , a United States 
mother living on welfare, echoing 
the basic concern of poor and 
hungry women on every continen t. 

Beyond bread, surviva l as a people 
is a priority concern of women . " To 
stay alive is the essence of being a 
woman in Israe l," Ruth Gruber 
sta tes . 

Since survival is v ital , it is not sur
prising to find that women have 
been active in national struggles. Is
rael is remarkable in that it drafts 
women into the army. But Palestine 
boasts women freedom fighters too. 
One of the two women interviewed 
by Charles E. Brewster in " Flowers of 
Fatah" says, " We are happy to tell 
yo u that some of our gi rl s joi n some 
of the military operations inside the 
occupied territories. " 

During the struggle for indepen
dence in Tanzania , Martha Bulengo 
states, women often fought " side by 
side" with men ; more recently they 
demonstrated their militancy by 
fighting legalization of polygamy. 

To Fatima Mernissi , a Moroccan, 
" The Moslem woman 's struggle is 
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linked to the strugg le against im
perialism." 

For Mexican Ana Dominguez, lib
eration is " a fresh feeling" of human 
va lues and possibilities, " a new at
mophere . . . for women to re
eva luate their role and to exercise 
their ri ghts to exp ress themselves, to 
work and to participate in the con
struction of a better society." 

To Josephine Buanga, women's 
leader in Congo (Brazzaville) , " the 
struggle to liberate the woma n is 
that of her own emancipation ... " 

That women themselves often per
petuate dependency is lamented by 
Brazilian Moema Toscano. "Deep 
down (the Brazilian) , woman wants 
the man to continue to make all de
cisions marking the destiny of human 
society. She wishes to be governed 
o r at least oriented by the 'big boss,' 
the leade r, the husband, the 
father . .. " 

But liberation , American style, is 
not necessarily the goal. Ironically, 
Dorothy D. Vellenga writes, the Af
rican woman has achieved " libera
tion " in the sense of freedom from 
the confines of family and home. Yet 
she often longs for what she be lieves 
to be the security and sharing of the 
American woman 's family situation . 

Nor is the American middle class 
" women 's lib" considered relevant 
to women of China, Rhea White
head writes. " Gaining control of 
one's life and having freedom of 
options is not seen [ to be] as impor
tant as selflessly serving the people." 

Although a new sense of unity of 
spirit, a growing movement of self
hood among women, is evident 
throughout the world , no sin gle 
model can reflect the totality of thi s 
universal movement. Priorities in a 
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given place are related to the choices 
and tensions, culturally and social ly 
in the here and now of every wom
an . The quest fo r freedom and self
hood may be expressed in women 's 
drive for public education fo r all 
child ren in Bolivia, in demands for 
political and economic empower
ment in the Mississippi Delta or in 
efforts to replace the pluralistic 
family system in East Africa . 

If there is a theme running through 
these diverse articles, it is that wom
an 's liberation must be both personal 
and societal , individual and col lec
tive. Phyllis Ntantala has spel led out 
(in the longer article from which her 
" Women of South Africa" was taken) 
what liberation means to black South 
African women : " Like their sisters in 
the cities, the women of the reserves 
have joined the organization of the 
people that fight for the people's 
ri ghts, to link their struggle with the 
struggle of the people of the cities . 
They have all come to rea lize that it 
is as workers and as a national group 
that oppression grinds them down. 
To these blacks the demand is equal
ity, freedom, justice, not only for 



themselves alone, but for all , for no 
one is free where others are not. " 

The challenges that women have 
staked out for themselves vary from 
person to person and country to 
country. Her " role in development is 
anything but passive," Paul Hoffman 
notes. " There is no doubt that the 
demands of development require 
women everywhere to join . . . (the) 
pioneering spirit if the human world 
we envision is ever to be attained ." 

Grace Pilgrim and Marlene Cuth-

bert believe women in the Carib
bean " need to exercise a more active 
ro le" in po litics, economics, social 
and community work and educa
tion. Securing day care facilities, as
sist ing unwed mothers and illegiti
mate chil dren, and providing con
tinuing and remedial educatio n are 
some of the tasks they feel women 
are especially keen on. 

To Ghanaian Justice Annie Jiagge, 
politics is a woman 's job : " Real 
change for the better in politics, na
tional or local government and world 
affairs will come when women 's 
voices are heard in the relevant de
cision-making bodies. " 

One woman whose voice is heard 
in the highest bodies of the land is 
Ceylon's Madame Prime Minister, 
Sirimavo Bandaranaike. But Barbara 
and Leon Howell " are not certain 
that Mrs. Bandaranaike has thought 
about what her political involve
ments mean to women in Ceylon 
and the rest of Asia." 

The Church urgently needs the 
participation of women , Brigalia 
Barn believes, and the dependency is 
mutual : " We need a church that will 
proclaim women's rights ... " 

Religion is a central concern to 
women , who are reputed to be more 
pious than men. Reli gion's role in 
shaping women 's destiny will be de
bated for some time to come, but 
there is no denying that the major 
religions have had some harsh words 
for women . Paul 's admonishments to 
women need no repeating ; Mo
hammed's words are ici ly quoted in 
Fatima Mernissi 's article. " Blessed 
are thou , 0 Lord, King of the Uni
verse, who has not created me a 
woman " is a daily prayer in Ortho
dox Jewish synagogues. And a Hindu 

precept has it that " A woman is 
made to obey at every stage of her 
existence." The Buddha was for a 
long time reluctant to ordain women 
nuns, and when he finally agreed to 
it, he imposed specia l rules on the 
nuns. It is, of course, sometimes 
tempting to take sayings from the 
scriptures and give them a harsher 
cast than their contexts merit. The 
Buddha, Mohammed and Paul were 
representatives of their cultures, but 
they rose above them to give women 
greater dignity than they otherwise 
would have had. 

In a clearly unapologetic way the 
Church to be true to its purpose 
must now place its full strength on 
the side of women everywhere in 
their quest for freedom and self
hood. For this pleading is an appeal 
on the side of humanity. 

PLANN INC THIS ISSUE 

The idea and initiative for this special 
issue on Women of the Third World 
came from the Office of the Ministry to 
Women of the World Division of the 
Board of Missions of the United Method
ist Church and more particularly from 
its executive director, Mrs. Maynard L. 
Catchings. She, together with Ellen Clark 
of the new/ World Outlook staff who 
served as coordi nator, planned and su
pervised this issue. They were assisted by 
the staff of the magazine and the follow
ing advisory committee : 

Mia Adjali 
Ruth Clark 
George Daniels 
Elaine Dowe 
Wynsome Hamilton 
Ruth Harris 
Joyce Hill 
M . Jean Huffman 

Theressa Hoover 
Evelyn Kawonza 
Jean Mupashi 
Margaret Shannon 
Betty Thompson 
Dorothy Wagner 
Helen W ilson 
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IT IS IRONICAL that the Christian 
Church, which has often been in the 
forefront in the liberation of the 
human spirit, bringing a new free
dom and dignity to men and women 
in many lands, is now the very in
stitution which is lagging behind, 
holding women back from participat
ing fully in all the areas of the 
Church's life. 

Generally speaking the majority of 
the membership of any local congre
gation is feminine but women are in 
limited numbers in the governing 
bodies and other structural features 
of the ecclesiastical life. There is 
enough evidence that numbers of 
women are not happy about this 
position. Women are supposed to 
get their fulfillment in arranging 
flowers for the altar, raising money 
through church bazaars for their 
overseas missionaries or the poor, 
and so on. In some countries they 
are given the honor of praying for 
the nation in their segregated wom
en's societies. 

The reasons behind all these at
titudes are complex. Superstitions 
about women persist in the Church 
in spite of the witness and model of 
Jesus Christ in his ministry. The role 
which women have played, their 
own self-image and the image that 
men have imposed upon them have 
been determining factors. 

For centuries the theologians and 
preachers have had arguments from 
Scripture and tradition which were 
negative about women . Most of the 
theology of femininity has derived 
from literal and simplistic interpreta
tion of Genesis and St. Paul. The au
thors of both the Old and New Tes
taments were children of their times 
and were not free from the preju
dices of their societies and centuries. 
It is quite clear that sociological fac
tors have influenced their writings 

on women. 
St. Paul himself reveals a puzzling 

ambiguity and contradiction when 
he made his statement to the Gala
tians (3 :28) that " There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 
nor free, there is neither male nor 
female ; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus." This statement is still pro
found and is relevant today in our 
societies that are fighting racism. 

There are no records of Christ's 
speeches about women. The state
ments in the New Testament which 
reflect anti-feminism of the time are 
never those of Christ. His behavior 
and actions towards women reveal 
his attitudes toward them. He in
cluded women in his parables. The 
dramatic happening with the Samari
tan woman shocked even his dis
ciples. Then he defended the adul
terous woman who according to the 
law of Moses should have been 
stoned (John 8, 1-11). Martha, Mary 
and Mary Magdalene are featured 
prominently in the gospels. 

It is nonetheless interesting to ob
serve that in every culture, be it 
Western or African or Eastern, the in
terpretation of the feminine theology 
remains the same. For example, in 
the African traditional religions both 
men and women were ritual special
ists. Parrinder observes that among 
the Dogon of the Sudan and the 
Ewe of West Africa priestesses are as 
prominent as priests in performing 
religious ceremonies. African priest
esses may work in conjunction with 
men like the Hebrew prophetesses 
Hulda and Anna and they may have 
complete charge of a sanctuary. Par
rinder goes on to say the psychic 
abilities of women have received 
recognition and scope to a much 
greater degree in African religions 
than they have in Islam and Chris
tianity where they are still not ac-

cepted for ordination. Yet these prac
tices in the African traditions have no 
effect on the Christian church, even 
in Africa itself. 

NEW TRENDS 
To be fair though, we must admit 

that some extra opportunities were 
offered to women by the teachings 
of Christianity. Some religions have 
been harsh in their teachings on 
women. Women, for example, were 
iequired to be reborn in another 
form before they could enjoy salva
tion. Margaret Sittler Ermarth 's 
Adam's Fractured Rib (Fortress Press, 
1968) gives extensive information 
on this. In line with this, we may 
look at some recent developments. 
Although women are still excluded 
from the hierarchy, religious orders 
for women are still offering a fuller 
life in terms of direct participation 
in the world . We also have the de
velopment of higher educational op
portunities for women on a par with 
men and increasing numbers of 
women training for and entering pro
fessions. There are now increasing 
opportunities for women outside of 
the home. This phenomenon is true 
even in the developing countries. 
This new drive in the secular world 
affects the Church's tradition that 
women may participate only in sub
ordinate levels of the ministry. Thus 
a careful analysis will point to the 
fact that a redefinition of the place 
of women in the body of the Church, 
and particularly within the ministry 

Brigalia Barn, a South African, is Asso
ciate Secretary of the Department on 
Cooperation of Men and Women in 
Church, Family and Society for the 
World Cotmcil of Churches. 



of the Church, is intertwined with 
the broader phenomenon of the role 
of women in society at large. 

Another significant factor is the 
ecumenical cross-fertilization and 
the breaking of barriers of time and 
space between previously isolated 
cultures and places. This has been a 
twentieth-century development. 

In the churches today there is a 
discernible movement to take the 
ministries of women with greater 
seriousness. Theological arguments 
based upon Scripture and tradition 
which were previously throught to 
be decisive are no longer able to 
sustain their traditional interpreta
tions, which projected a subsidiary 
place for women in the scheme of 
creation and redemption. Attention 
is now given to mankind's basic one
ness. It should be noted too that 
there has been in recent years a more 
radical emphasis on renewal and the 
necessity of change in the Church. 
The need for unbroken continuity 
with the past is no longer held to be 
decisively and uniquely relevant. All 
patterns of ministry are being chal
lenged by developments in con
temporary society. Ministers are ful
filling more and more functions for 
which they were not originally or
dained. 

In the last decade there has been 
a substantial change in the atten
tion given to the ordination of wom
en. The question is being seriously 
debated in a much larger number of 
traditions. The recent survey of the 
wee shows that seventy-two of the 
constituent churches ordain women. 
Women who were pioneers in this 
field have fought through difficulties 
and won battles which will make life 
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easier for the next generations. Fears 
about the consequences of ordain
ing women have proved quite un
founded. Some suggested difficulties 
regarding motivation for ordination 
and professional identity have in fact 
been common to the ordained what
ever their sex. 

Questions of celibacy and mar
riage have distinctive features where 
ordained women are concerned, but 
these questions are also being raised 
with reference to male forms of tra
ditional ministry. 

It is significant that no church 
which proceeded to the ordinatipn 
of women has ever had cause to re
consider its decision. 

RELATIONSHIP TO SOCIAL 
EXPERIENCE 

The pressure of the experience of 
society upan the Church is very clear 
in all these developments. If the 
roles played by men and women in 
society are becoming much more 
fluid, and if women are filling impor
tant positions of leadership with 
greater acceptance, it is difficult for 
the Church to retain rigid ideas of 
role possibilities and to continue to 
exclude women from positions of 
leadership. 

The patterns of roles in the Church 
have been influenced by our so
ciety's structuring of the family. Tra
ditionally certain roles have been 
designated to particular people with
in the family. In this scheme the 
man is the breadwinner, and makes 
all the decisions concerning work 
and money. The woman bears the 
children, and attends to all house
hold matters. The same patterns are 
true in the Church. 

The sexual revolution and the 
questioning of established authority 
in a variety of ways have made their 
impact. Men and women whom God 
has called to work together in the 
service of the Church can help to 
break down what can now be seen 
to be unjustified claims for power 
being retained exclusively for males. 
This will make it possible for the 
people to use their gifts irrespective 
of their sex. However, this can only 
be achieved if some modifications 
are introduced into the hierarchical 
structure of the Church as an institu
tion. 

In an increasing number of areas 
of secular society women may enter 
positions of full responsibility. 
Churches need to show a greater 
sense of responsibility in encourag
ing women to take their full share in 
the various structures of the Church. 

CURRENT EVENTS 
We are encouraged to see the 

World Council of Churches appoint 
another woman as one of its presi
dents : Dr. Kujoka Takeda Cho of 
Japan. In 1968 the WCC Assembly 
elected Miss Pauline Webb as Vice 
Chairman of the Central Committee. 
Dr. Cynthia Wedel became the first 
woman president of the National 
Council of Churches in 1969. 

Miss Margaret Harbison, a Labor 
Party member of Parliament, has 
been named also as the first woman 
in history to serve as Lord High Com
missioner to the General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland. 

In the USA the churches have 
taken strides in recognizing women 
in recent months. Both lay and 
ordained women are sharing in the 



" In the last decade, there has 
been a substantial change 
in the attention given to the 
ordination of women ." This 
woman is leading chapel ser
vice at Kitwe, Zambia. 
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exhilarating experience of renewal 
which is growing in the churches. 
The Church must surely be aware of 
the need to use for mission and 
evangelism all the gifts at her dis
posal. 

If the Christian Church continues 
to regard male activity and intelli
gence as the dominating elements 
needed for building up society, it 
will fail to avail itself of the great 
contribution which women have 
been making to the Church for 
many centuries. It is the element of 
community which women have al
ways created in the family and in 
the home. 

We need a church that will pro
claim women's rights, unafraid and 
courageous despite culture's slow
ness in emerging from the twilight 
of male privilege and dominance. 

The time is long overdue for a 
church which would be on the side 
of the oppressed so that a change 
could come about. 

We urge the Church to experiment 
boldly beyond the ecclesiastical and 
sociological limit normally present, 
in order that the contribution of 
women may have maximum effect. 

When men and women together 
carry out this service, then the full
ness of human nature can become 
manifest, foreshadowing the com
munion of Saints. • 

(Left) "Questions of celibacy and mar
riage have distinctive features where or
dained women are concerned, but these 
quesHons are also being raised with ref
erence to male forms of traditional min
istry . ~ 





-

Annie Jiagge 

Justice Jiagge was Ghana's first woman law
yer. A Supreme Court justice, she led the 
investigation of Kwame Nkrumah. She was 
fomrnrly chairman of the United ations 
Commission on the Status of Women and 
vice-president of the World YWCA. 

G OVERNMENT AND POLITICS are the 
two spheres of life in which the en
lightened and mature influence that 
women bring to their work has for a 
long time been successfully resisted. 
In the majority of states, women are 
either not present at all in cabinet, 
parliament or local councils, or in in
significant numbers. This unhappy 
state of affairs is one of the root causes 
of world conflict. It means that so far, 
the world has had only half the benefit 
of the good government to which it 
is entitled. 

In recent years significant begin
nings have been made. Russia and 
Eastern Europe have a record of satis
factory participation of women in 
politics and government. The dis
tinguished role of women in these two 
spheres in the Scandinavian countries 
and Britain continues to be more 
generally recognized and accepted. 
Other countries have produced out
standing women in politics and gov
ernment. Women like Mrs. Ban
daranaike of Ceylon, Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi of India and Mrs. Golda Meir 
of Israel are giving distinguished serv
ice as heads of government. Mrs. 
Vijayalaxmi Pandit of India and Mrs. 
Randolph (Angie Brooks ) of Liberia 
competently handled the affairs of the 
United Nations during their tenure 
of offi ce as Presidents of the General 
Assembly. However, in spite of these 
important developments, effective par
ticipation of women in politics and 
government has yet to come. 

In Ghana, women are the first to 
queue up at the polling booth to cast 
th eir votes at all elections and yet 
Ghana has never had more than ten 
women in a parliament of more than 
100 men. At the moment there are 
only two women in parliament of 140 
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Can women afford not to be in on the issues of 

human welfare and human values? 

members. These two women however 
contested their seats against men and 
each won with a comfortable ma
jority. One of them is now the Op
position Chief Whip. The highest post 
ever held by a woman in government 
was that of a minister without cabinet 
rank. We have never had a woman 
cabinet minister . Recently however, 
two Ghanaian women ambassadors to 
foreign countries were appointed , and 
two women now si t on our Council of 
State. It is true that real effectiveness 
need not be in numbers but the in
clusion of more women will be of 
benefit to all. 

Ghanaian women are very active in 
pre- lection political campaigns. They 
give lib rally their time, effort and 
money in support of their political 
parties, but few hold positions of in
flu ence and very few are put forward 
by the leaders of the parties to stand 
election. What is wor e is that some 
women themselves are satisfied with 
the minor posts they hold in the 
structure of their political parties. In 
Ghana, I know of only one woman 
who was appointed on the top-level 
policy-making body of a political 
party. She was a member of the party's 
centra l executive committee at the 
time when Ghana was a one-party 
state and her rank was higher than 
that of a cabinet minister. 

Du to tradition , affairs of State, 
unfortunately, have been reserved to 
men in Ghana. It is true that qu een 
mother have always had a big say in 
certain aspects of state matters but 
generally it has been the domain of 
men and they are now so well
entrenched that the tendency is to 
carry over this tradition into modem 
form s of government. This legacy from 
the past must have been based 
originally either on natural prop nsi-

ties or on the part played by men in 
protecting women during the inter
tribal wars. Whatever the position 
was, this tradition ought to have no 
place in modern society. 

Many serious problems bedevil the 
advancement of women. First on the 
list perhaps is prejudice against wom
en based on traditional attitudes and 
customary practices that relegate 
them to an infe rior position in society. 
Lack of adequate education and pro
fessional and technical training is an
other. The great majority of illiterates 
in the world are women and ignorance 
and apathy on the part of women 
themselves is in no way the least of 
the obstacles they encounter. Heavy 
domestic commitments make pursuit 
of knowledge difficult and women in 
many parts of the world have over 
the years slipped into complacent de
pendence on men economically and 
psychologica lly. This has reduced their 
self-confidence and sensitivity for 
high endeavor and achievement. 

Women themselves must spearhead 
the reali zation that society requ ires 
all they have to offer. Real change for 
the better in politics, national or local 
government and world affairs will 
come when women's voices are heard 
in the relevant decision-making 
bodies. 

I am sure some readers disagree 
because of certain bitter experiences 
they have had with some women exec
utives. I have full sympathy because 
1 have had similar encounters with 
such women and it was in no way 
easier for me to bear because I am 
a woman. But let us look dispassion
ately at the facts. Almost all these 
women have fought their way to the 
top in the face of great masculine re
sentment and hostility. They have 
heard it said : "She is a women, she 

can't cope, she is out of her depth, 
she is too weak or sentimental, she 
hasn't got what it takes." For these 
women to get to the top, they had to 
be better than the best, and they 
strained every nerve to achieve their 
objective. Somehow during this pro
cess, they did violence to their true 
nature as women. Compassion to them 
became a sign of feminine weakness 
and so they unhappily and unknown 
to themselves became almost as hard 
as nails. These women are casualties in 
the process of emancipation of wom
en, but their efforts have made things 
easier for other women and we ought 
to be grateful to them. 

In playing her part in society; ·a 
woman has to be true to her nature. 
Doing what is wrongly called a man's 
job does not require a woman to turn 
herself into the caricature of a man . 
A woman's natu re i complementary 
to that of a man and unless she re
mains es entially a woman in spite of 
the "man's job" she does, her contri
bu tion will be inadequate. It is no 
weakness when a woman moved by 
compassion for a repentant offender 
cuts red tape to show mercy. It is in 
fact a fin er type of courage and women 
should feel free to be themselves. 

Women are only human and· have 
no power to work miracles just be
cause they are women. But the 
miracles will come when men and 
women accept each other as equally 
important in every way and realize 
also that the peculiar contribution of 
each is essential. In Christ, there are 
neither men nor women but all are 
equally children of God . 

There are a number of problems in 
which the special contributions of 
women could be of benefit to all. One 
is the vexing issue of the rich and 
poor nations. We live in a world that 



is shrinking fast. The poor see the 
excesses of luxury in the private life 
in the developed countries and th e 
rich see on their television screens 
the shacks and hovels of the poor. 
We have a world of affiu ence on the 
one hand, a lif of depriva tion, pub
lic misery and starvation on the oth er, 
tw o worlds apart, but one humanity 
in "the spaceship earth" ( to borrow 
Barbara \\'ard's phrase) . As in , ny 
ship, we sink or Roat together. nles 
th re is a thorough-going change in 
the structure of our societies and a 
radical transformation of man and his 
relations to his fellow man, our ship 
may be heading toward the bottom of 
th e sea . 

A third of the human race holds and 
utilizes for its own benefit only, 75 
percent of the wealth of the world . 
Many of those who exploited their 
colonies are among the most affiu nt 
nations. His Holiness Pope Paul VI 
suggested a t Bombay the setting up 
of a common world fund for the un
der-developed countries. Other gr at 
leaders have suggested a world tax 
in proportion to the rev nue of each 
country. 1any beH ve that a non
viol nt r volution is pos ible and that 
th e measures taken on the nat ional 
level to bridge th gap between th 
rich and the poor can be adapted to 
the world situa tion. 

The fa ct that dome tic polici s in 
developed countries make !if more 
difficult for th e world's povcrty
stricken areas should lay a pecial 
hurd n on the h art of all . In the 
dev loping countries, hristians arc 
almost alwa s in the minority and th e 
develop d countri , rightly or ' rong
ly, are considered hristian. Ju ticc 
and fair play in international trade. 
paying just and quitahle pric s fo r 
primary commoditi s from d 'eloping 
countries and allowing commodities 
free acces to th dome tic markets of 
developed countri s are all polit ical 
issues . \ omen hould he painfullv 
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aware that all man-made disas ters are 
caused directly or indirectly by wrong 
political decisions. 

The fight ing in Vietnam and the 
\! iddle Ea t, the situation in outh 
Africa, Rhodesia and ~l ozambique are 
all our problems because God made 
man to be his brother's keeper. \Ve 
Christians ar concerned not only 
about the preservation of human life 
but also the enhancement of human 
d ignity. This is the main r ason why 
the situation in outh Afr ica is so trag
ic. \' iol nee to the soul of man is the 
worst type of violence but tha t is 
what apartheid attempts to do, to de
stroy th God in man-the spirit that 
lifts man above his abject immediate 
surroundings and give him hope for 
future achievement. The fac t tha t 
apartheid has ucceeded in making the 
Africans in South Africa lose self
confidence and initiative i alarming 
notice of a ' orld going wrong. Ju t 
as wa rs begin in the minds of men, 
the def n for peace must al o be 
built in the mind of men. 

It seems that the struggle is for a 
greater humanity. Pronouncements 
that a few year ago might be appro
priate today become matters of great 
cone m . o one can deny th right 
of the Briti h Prime !ini ter, for in
stance, to as ert that in the matter of 
the resumption of arms ales to outh 

fri ca, Bri tain is considering her own 
inter!'sts and will not allow anv mem
ber of th!' ommonwealth t~ make 
any deci ion for her. But in an i ue 
invol" ing the li ves of i- mill ion of 
Cod's childr!'n th is attitude' eems a 
li ttle elfish if not callous. outh 

frica ne ds arm to uppr any 
form of frC'edom movC'm nt and retain 
its bouyant conomy fed on nea r-slave 
labor. The tory that th a rm. ,1 re to 
prot ct the Indian c an from Com
muni t infiltra tion i a ad and in
C'ffecti\ e a fter-thought or an a ttC'mpt 
to cover the profit moti ve' of th!' trans
action . Th h st pro! <' tion ag.1ins t 

Communism in outh fri ca is the 
des truction of aparth id and the in
troduction of true democracy for e ery 
ci tiz n. 

The great scientific achievement of 
our generation have taken u nowhere 
near discovery in our search for 
peace. The $200 mill ion dollar pent 
each year on armanents by na tion 
to keep each other in check have pro
duced ( to borrow the word of 
Thant ) "the most exp nsive zero re
sult in his tory" and noth ing el e. Part 
of the answer to th problem of immi
nent annihila tion of the human race 
lies in the full participation of worn n 
in public life. 

Th re is an urgent need to set on 
foot seriou international action 
aga inst viola tions of the inalienable 
right of man. It may be utopian to 
talk about the gro' th of a feeling of 
solidarity tha t would make uch io
la tion an affront to the human race 
but it is what hri tian everywhere 
mu t work for . 

gain the e are all political issue . 
an worn n really a fford not to be in 

on the deci ion-making body in an 
issu of human welfare, hum< n value 
weighing in the balanc with mam
mon? Ha th story of Lazaru and the 
rich man in hea\ en an ' r levanc to 
our pre ent world ituation? ac
counting t ward w ha e to face the 
i ue ooner or later before the author
ity "from whom no fact are hid" and 
who him elf i alwa s on the ide of 
the oppre ed. How can w account 
fo r our indifference, knO\ ing that H 
b in the outh frica situation toda 
b ing crucified again? God r lies a 
much on women a on men for the 
working out of Hi purpo e on earth . 

nd our r ward? 
" om . you whom my Fath r ha 

hie sed , take for your h ritage the 
l- ingdom prepar d for you ince the 
founda tion of he world ." • 



"Part of the answer to the problem of imminent annihilation 
of the human race lies in the full participation of women in public life." 

Here young women march in the Congolese Socialist Youth Union (U.J .S.C.) 
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The Women of South Africa 

BLACK AND WHITE in South Africa 
have lived together for over 300 

years. In the cities, farms and rural 
areas of South Africa, there are more 
Blacks than Whites, the ratio of 
Black to White being four to one. In 
spite of all the segregation laws that 
fill the Statute Books of South Africa, 
more Blacks live in the cities than in 
the rural areas, their supposed homes, 
and with the growth of industry, the 
number of Blacks in the ci ties is sure 
to grow. The inter-action between the 
two groups has been so great that in 
the cities, farms and some of the old 
mission stations, there are Blacks 
whose standard of living and way of 
life is the same as that of white peo-
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pie of their own class . In some in
stances these Blacks speak and know 
no African language. In tum, in the 
rural and farm areas, there are white 
people whose way of life is the same 
as that of the Blacks with whom they 
have lived for years; white people 
who have gone completely "native." 

As parents (husband and wife) 
Black and White have raised their 
famili es. For it must be remember 
that before the days of the "Mixed 
Marriages" Act of 1949 and the Im
morality Act of 1950, marriages across 
the color line were legal in the Cape 
Province. Even in the Orange Free 
State and Transvaal, where the policy 
has always been "No equality be-

tween Black and White in church and 
state," carnal intercourse between 
Black and White was not illegal. 
Many mixed families reared and 
raised their children outside the ac
cepted social customs. The Colored 
population of South Africa in ci ty, 
farm and rural area, is the offspring 
of unions between Black and White. 
Today the Colored population num
bers nearly two million people. 

As nursemaids in white households, 
black women have brought up the 
children of their white masters. Black 
Christians have more in common with 
white Christians than with black 
pagans. They are members of the 
same denominations and sometimes in 



A 
som areas and churches, they even 
worship together. 

With the brawn f the black man 
and the know-how of the white man, 
together, Black and \ hite have built 
the cit ies and the towns, the high
ways and railroads that form a net
work of communica tions throughout 
the country, the harbors and airports 
that connect outh f rica with the 
rest of the world ; together they hav 
tilled the fertile valleys of the West
ern ape, the rolling plains of the 
Tran k i, the fl at grasslands of the 
Orange Free late, the plateaus of 
th Transvaa l and the verdant sub
tropical co, stland of atal; tilled 
them tog th r to produce food not 
only for the na tion, but for the out
side world . Tog ther th y have bur
rowed into the earth to dig the gold 
and diamonds which have put South 
Africa among the leading countries of 
the world . Today, South Africa is the 
most highly industrialized country, 
the most advanced culturally and edu
cationally in the whole of Africa, with 
her people, both Black and White, 
enjoying the highest standard of liv
ing in the who! continent, with 
white South Africans coming after 
Americans in their tandard of living. 
But a ll th is e onomic and social in
tegration is outside th law, for as 
Dr. \'erwocrd ( the late Prime 1in
i ter ) said : "Integration can under no 
circumstances mean the mere pres
ence of the 'ative in industry. One 
can have these worker present with
out incorporating them into one's so
ciety," and to illustrate his point, Dr. 
\'erwo rd used the analogy of the 
tractor. It must be pointed out, how
ever, tha t unlike the tractor, the "Na
tive" is a human being, who, in his 
association with other human beings, 
sets in motion a chain of social re
actions which are not static or con
trollable. 

The revolution that reached South 
Africa about 300 years ago came to 
The au thor in a outh African writer, fo rmer 
teacher in the Orange Free tale, and the 
widow of A. C. Jordan, exiled professor and 
poet. 



Although education for Africans, 
unlike that for whites, is neither free nor compulsory 

in South Africa, African parents make great 
sacrifices to assure that their children, 

especially girls, get some schooling . 
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that country through the school, the 
white missionary, the white trader and 
the wh ite colonial officer. It was a 
revolution that burst asunder African 
society, changing and influencing its 
structure and institutions, drawing 
the African community into the new 
society tha t was emerging. But un
like revolutions in other parts of the 
world, the African people were to be 
drawn into the new society without 
ever being allowed to participate fully 
in it. Legal separation was to keep 
them outside the body politic of the 
country. 

As in the other lands, women in 
South Africa are women first
( daughters, wives, mothers and 
bu ilders of the homes ) and individuals 
second. They are still discriminated 
against as women and the degree of 
discrimination depends on which side 
of the color line they fall. Non-white 
women-Africans, Coloreds, Asiatics 
-are legally discriminated against as 
members of a disfranchised group. 
However, the school, the city, have to 
some extent given some degree of 
freedom to women of all color groups. 

U N DER LAW all white children in 
South Africa get free compulsory 
education with free books and meals 
up to the age of sixteen. This 
has given white people, especially 
women from working-class homes in 
the cities, women from the fa rms and 
rural areas, a great advantage over 
the Ton-whites. Every white child, 
provided she is not a dud, is assured 
of education up to the tenth grade. 
The majority of the schools being 
public schools are co-educational and 
except in the fields of domestic: 
science fo r girls and woodwork for 
boys, the curricula are the same for 
both sexes. Even the few private 
schools-church schools after the 
pattern of the English public schools 
-as a rule, follow the same syllabuses 
as in public schools. It is when chil
dren get to technical colleges that they 
fo llow courses designed for girls and 
boys. At the university level, there 
are no special courses for girls or 
boys. What one finds is that some 
courses such as librarianship, sociol
ogy, dramatic art, commercial art, 
psychology, fine art, the biological 
sciences , are more popular with girls 
than with boys. In some colleges some 
departments are more popular with 
girls than with boys as was the de
partment of sociology at Cape Town 



Education was the only inheritance African parents could leave 
their daughters, who hod no rights of inheritance under Customary Low. 

University-where even the whole 
staff, except for the professor who was 
head of the department, were women. 
Medicine is only now-within the las t 
forty / fifty years-beginning to at
tract women. A few adventurous ones 
have entered the legal profession. On 
the whole, women tend to shun the 
physical sciences, math, engineering, 
geography, archaeology and marine 
biology. 

In spite of all the advantages-free 
education to the age of sixteen, schol
arships and loans-they have, white 
women's aspirations seem to be in
fluenced very much by their back
grounds. It is usually women from 
professional and middle-class busi
ness homes and daughters of rich 
farmers who enter the universities. 
Those women from working-class 
homes, except a few bright ones who 
win scholarships to go beyond the 
tenth grade, leave school as soon as 
they legally can, to join the thou
sands of workers in industry, com
merce, offices and department stores. 
This trend-middle-class going to uni
versities and Training Colleges, and 
the working class leaving school for 
work-is also to be found among the 
Colored people; and because there is 
no compulsory free education for 
Colored people as there is for Whites, 
Colored girls leave school earlier
most times after the sixth grade. Those 
Colored girls who go beyond are, 
as it were, carried by their back
grounds. For a long time it was only 
in the Cape Province that there were 
schools for Colored people as a group. 
The other three provinces started such 
facilities only in the mid-thirties . 
Colored people in these provinces 
availed themselves of whatever fa
cillties there were for Africans. As a 
result it is only in the Cape Province 
that Colored people have made ad
vances in education. There are in the 
Cape Province Colored women with 
university degrees in teaching and 
medicine, nurses with high qualifica
tions in special fields such as radiol
ogy, physiotherapy, neuro-surgery. 

The majority of Colored women are 
primary school teachers, nurses, ste
nographers; a good few are librarians, 
commercial artists, opera singers, 
dancers (ballet ). Those in the las t 
two categories often take up other 
work off-season. 

A s1ATIC WOM EN have been, and to a 
large extent still are, held back by 
both their customs and religion and 
the discriminatory laws of South 
Africa under which all Non-whites 
suffer. In the province of atal where 
we find a large community of Asiatics, 
Hindu women seem to have had a 
better chance in education than Mos
lem women. Some of their ( Hindu ) 
women are university women. One 
such is now on the teaching staff of 
the university of Natal in Durban. 
The opening of Sastri College in Dur
ban in the thirties helped in getting 
Asiatic women out of the house and 
raised their level of literacy. Besides 
being a technical college, Sastri Col
lege catered specially for Asiatic 
women, giving them courses under 
a comprehensive home economics pro
gram and also courses in English . 
Starting at Sastri College, some 
women went on to high school, and a 
few to the university. 

In the Cape Province on the other 
hand where there are more Moslems 
than Hindu, it is the Moslem women 
who have made advances in educa
tion . Two things seem to have favored 
this-( 1) the presence of schools for 
Colored people in the Cape Province, 
( 2 ) the influence of the Malay com
munity on the Moslems of Indian ori
gin, with whom they share their reli
gion. Except for their religion, the 
way of life of the Malay community 
in and around Cape Town is the 
same as that of the Colored people 
with whom they have lived for years. 
The Malay community is descended 
from the political prisoners from 
Malaya who were brought to Robben 
Island twelve miles from Cape Town, 
when the settlement was under the 

Dutch East India Company. On their 
release these men married Colored 
and white women in and around the 
settlement. Because they were skilled 
artisans-cabinet makers, tailors, 
printers, shoemakers, etc., they were 
the first to be absorbed into industry. 
As a group they acquired more by 
way of property and money than the 
Colored people. This enabled them 
to send their children to school. When 
the Moslems of Indian origin came, 
they got into business and this made 
their position a little better than that 
of the Colored people and their close 
association with the Malays in reli
gion helped to break some of their 
conservatism. A few of their women 
have been to ·university; the first such 
to get an M.A. degree from the Uni
versity of Cape Town was Cissie Cool, 
daughter of Dr. Abdurahman; the 
Cool girls too were among the first 
to go to university, one of them even 
going overseas to qualify as a nurse. 
One other, daughter of a sheik, is now 
on the staff of the University of Ibadan 
Medical School, Nigeria. The new 
"bush" 0 college on Salisbury Island 
in Durban for Indians only has drawn 
in quite a number of Asiatic women 
from Natal and other parts of the Re
public of South Africa. This is also 
the case at the "bush" college for 
Coloreds only, in Bellville twelve 
miles east of Cape Town. 

0 " Bush College": These are colleges for 
the various Non-white groups- Coloureds, 
Indians, Xhosa, Sotho, Zulu-established in 
1960. under The Extension of University 
Education Act of 1959, commonly known in 
South Africa as The University Apartheid 
Act, for it debars Non-whites from register
ing as students in those universities that be
fo re th is date enrolled on-whites as stu
dents. These were the University of Cape 
Town, Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, Uni
versity of Natalin Durban and Pietermaritz
burg, and to some extent the University of 
Rhodes in Grahamstown in the Eastern Cape. 

The new Colleges for Non-whites are noth
ing but glorified high schools to indoctrinate 
Non-whi te children on the lines set out in 
Bantu Education. Hence the name "bush 
college." 



trange as it may seem, the barrier 
to education for Afri can women 
comes not from their society, hut from 
the tate. I t is part of the tliscrimina
tion that Africans are subjected to. 
That there has never been any free, 
compulsory education fo r Africans 
has never deterred frican parents 
from giving their child ren, especially 
girls, education. One thing th at the 
African people appreciated when they 
fi rst met the Whites and appreciated 
it more after their defeat, was that 
it was education that had given the 
white man his superior knowledge 
and power, and if they (Africans ) 
were to live with the white man as 
his equal, they ( Afri cans) would 
have to have his (white man's) kind 
of education. So, when the mission
aries established the first schools, the 
pagans sent their children to school 
to acquire the tools of power and 
knowledge. The girls were not left 
behind, for as the parents put it, edu
cation was the only inheritance they 
could leave their daughters who had 
no rights of inheritance under Cus
tomary Law. Writing on this subject : 
"The Education of Women," Mrs. 
Jessie Herslett, wife of a missionary 
doctor in Zululand, now living in 
Plumstead near Cape Town, suggests 
as a reason that African parents 
feared education made people soft 
and as they did not want their sons 
turned soft, they sent their daughters 
to school instead. Whatever the rea
son, it has borne good fruit for the 
African people, especially those of the 
Cape Province where the policy at 
first was liberal, with children of all 
color groups following the same syl
labuses and in some areas even at
tending the same schools. It is because 
the women were not left behind that 
the African people of South Africa 
are today the most advanced cul
turally and educationally in the whole 
continent of Africa. Thousands of 
Africans in South Africa are the fifth 
generation of educated people. Afri
can women are today to be fou nd in 
every branch of learning open to 
Non-whites in that country and were 
the policy of South Africa not what 
it is, some of these women would be 
holding positions of responsibili ty in 
the country, making their contribu
tion to human progress. 

T HEY HA VE BEEN PIONEERS in the 
teaching profession, both in the rural 
areas and city. Among the first to 
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open schools in Pon<loland was Em
ma, daughter of hicf Sandile, and 
who wa~ married to a Poncio chief. In 
and arou nd Cape Town, women have 
gi\'en va luable service in areas where 
there were no faciliti s fo r children 
of worki ng moth rs. Mabel Siboto 
fo unded th e Creche and Nursery 
School in Langa, an Afri can township 
nea r Ca pe Town ; Dora Tamane 
fou nded the Creche and Nursery 
School in Blouvlei; Esther Uangani 
and Li lian Pato started the school in 
Parkwood for the Afri can community 
living among th e hushes and sand 
dunes in that area . Theirs was a per
sonal sacrifice fo r th ey rece ived no 
funds from anyone, hut ran these 
services with their own money and 
small contributions from those of the 
parents who could pay. Charlotte 
Maxeke ( nee fa nye) went back to 
her native land after graduating from 
Wi lberforce In titu te, America. With 
her husband, Maxeke, a graduate from 
Lincoln Uni versity, they founded a 
school on the li nes of Wil berfo rce a t 
Maxeke's home vi llage, Lotha, Idu
tywa, Cape Province. For lack of 
funds and Government support, Max
eke's school had to close down. Un
daunted these two moved north and 
helped in the foundin g of Wilberforce 
Institute in Eva ton Transvaal. vVi th 
the help and inspiration from his edu
cated wife, the Rev. John L. D ube 
founded Ohlange Institute in Veru
lam, Tata! and so did :'.frs. Bokwe 
help her husband, the Rev. John Knox 
Bokwe, establish a school for children 
of all color groups in Ugie, a farming 
area in the Transkei at the tum of the 
century. The public school in Ugie, 
now an exclusively white school, grew 
out of Bokwe's school. With their mis
sionary husbands, women have ven
tu red into the backward areas of the 
country, bringing education and Chri s
tianity to their fe llowmen. In this 
regard we call to mind Mrs. Tyham
zashe, who, wi th her husband, Gwayi 
Tyhamzashe, started the first school in 
the diamond fields of Kimberley and 
from there, these two moved north to 
Zoutpansberg to open schools and 
missions among the Pedi ; Mrs. 
Mpamba, wife of Will iam Mpamba, 
missionary among the Pedi of Pieters
burg and co-found r of the first mi s
sion hospital, Jane-Furse, in Pieters
burg. 

Others have been pioneers in lands 
ou tside the borders of their own coun
try, torch-bearers of civilization wh o 

have inspired women in other parts 
of Afri ca. Miss Tshabalala spent years 
in Rhodesia as a missionary and came 
home in her old age to be b uried 
among her people; Linda Mvambo 
( ;.. 1 rs. Mahuscla ) was the first African 
nurs in Rhodesia. Her husband 

lahusela , from the Cape Provine~ 
had been among the fi rst teachers 
from South Africa to go to Rhodesia 
to teach ; Phumla l\'gozwana ( Mrs. 
Kisosonkole of Uganda), teacher, so
cia l worker, d iplomat, was the first 
woman to sit in the Legislative Coun
cil of that country. She has sat in the 
chambers of the United l\'ations as 
one of the advisors to the Uganda 
delegation to the United Nations. 
When Ghana became independent in 
1957, she imported a number of 
teachers from South Africa, among 
th m un iversity women. In the same 
way South African Black women 
have gone into Nigeria as teachers; 
one of them, Veronica Dyantyi ( Mrs. 
\ latebese) became the second South 
African woman on the staff of the 
;.. Jedical School of Ibadan University. 
As nurses, librarians, clerks, teachers, 
wives of ministers of state, they now 
serve the newly independent country 
of Zambia. 

They have been pioneers in the 
nursing profession, bringing to their 
people the benefi ts of modern medi
cine. Today it is the granddaughters 
of women like Cecilia \ fakiwane, 
Dora l\'ginza, Rose Mokoena ( Mrs. 
Pieterse) , who staff the hospitals and 
cli nics in city and rural area through
out South Africa and their services 
are beyond reproach. 

In 1902, African delegates from 
every province of wha t is now the 
Hepublic of South Africa met at a 
convention at Lovedale to d iscuss the 
des irabi lity of establishing a college 
fo r their chi ldren. At th is convention 
th delegates pledged themselves to 
raise money for the proposed college. 
They also agreed that when the col
lege opened , women should be ad
mitted from the very start . The dele
gates expressed a fear that if the girls 
were not taken at the beginning, they 
( women ) may never be admitted and 
th y would never again ca tch up with 
the men. When Fort Hare College 
opened in March April, 1916, four 
women were among the fi rst students. 

0 F THE 753 TEACHERS- Black and 
White-tra ined at Lo"edale, appear
ing in the Lovedale Register of 1900, 
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310 were African women. By 1900, 
Healdtown, twelve miles west of 
Lovedale, was already in existence; 
so were Emgwali Training School for 
Girls, St. Matthew's, Blythswood, 
Shawbury, Lamplaugh, to count but a 
few schools in the Cape Province. 
All had produced their crop of women 
teachers. In the province of Natal a 
number of schools, among them 
Adam's College, founded by the 
American Board of Missions, had also 
produced their educated women and 
sent these into the country. The edu
cation of women is something that the 
African people accepted from the 
start. 

But the situation in South Africa has 
been getting worse over the years. 
What seemed at first as the ushering 
in of a whole people within the ambit 
of civilization had to be stopped and 
measures designed to keep the Afri
cans back, adopted instead. Diamonds 
and gold had been discovered and 
the country needed labor. That labor 
was to be provided by the millions of 
Blacks in the country. As the country 
developed industries more and more 
Blacks had to be driven into the labor 
markets, not as full workers, but as 
an exploited labor force. The South 
African rulers know too well that it 
is not easy to control and exploit an 
enlightened people. So the first thing 
they did was to lower the standard 
of education of the Blacks. There 
came into African schools what was 
known as " ative Education," whose 
aims as enunciated by the Welsh 
Commission on Native Education of 
1935/ 6, was to "prepare the African 
child for his position in a subordi
nate community, while that of the 
white child was to prepare him for 
his position in a dominant commun
ity." Going hand in hand with these 
aims was the fact that African schools, 
being mission schools, suffered from 
( 1) a shortage of teachers, ( 2) lack of 
accommodation-thus overcrowded, 
( 3 ) lack of adequate school equip
ment, ( 4) the poverty that was creep
ing in on the African people in city 
and rural area. There was a general 
fa lling of standards all around . But 
because the Cape Province had a 
legacy of a broader system of educa-

tion, it managed to maintain a higher 
standard even in this mire. 

Credit must go the Nationalist 
Party, the ruling Party in South Afri
ca, for hatching up an educational 
policy that promises to solve South 
Africa's labor problems for all time. 
Through their Bantu Education Act of 
1953, the rulers of South Africa have 
devised a master plan that relegates 
every African child to the position of 
hewer of wood and drawer of water 
from the time of his birth to the 
time of his death. In his now famous 
speech in the House of Senate, on 
June 7th, 1954,- "Bantu Educatio~ 
A Policy for the Immediate Future," 
Dr. Verwoerd, then Minister of a
tive Affairs and chief architect of 
Bantu Education, said : 
"When I have control of Native Edu
catio·n I will reform it so that Na
tives will be taught from childhood 
to realize that equality with Euro
peans is not for them. People who be
lieve in equality are not desirable 
teachers for natives. When my depart
ment controls Native Education, it 
will know for what class of higher 
education a Native is fitted and 
whether he will have a chance in life 
to use his knowledge." 
Again Dr. Verwoerd: 
"Native Education should be con
trolled in such a way that it should 
be in accord with the policy of the 
State. Good race relations cannot exist 
when education is given under the 
control ... of people (missionaries) 
who create wrong expectations on the 
part of the Native himself. Race Rela
tions cannot improve if the result of 
Native education is the creation of a 
frustrated people." 
In case there were still any in doubt, 
Dr. Verwoerd again makes the posi
tion quite clear: 
"Until now he (the African) has been 
sub;ected to a school system which 
drew him away from his community 
and misled him by showing him the 
green pastures of European society 
in which he was not allowed to graze." 
These sentiments were repeated by 
Mr. W. A. Maree, Minister of Bantu 
Education, at a meeting in Welkom in 
August, 1959 when he said:-
"Every law concerning Natives which 
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the Nationali.st Government has 
passed or, passing, is being passed with 
the object of protecting the white 
man in the social and economic 
spheres; also to ensure the para
mountcy of the white man in South 
Africa. Further and future relation
ship between Europeans and Non
Europeans would depend on the 
schooling given to Natives. It was 
wrong to create the impression that 
the education he receives would be 
the key which would give him jobs 
which the white man had." 
These are the aims of Bantu Educa
tion and it has been in operation now 
since April 12, 1955. This is the 
tragedy that has befallen the African 
people, the gravity of which was elo
quently expressed by Nonkosi George, 
a mother and woman delegate from 
the Western Province, at the All-in 
Teachers' Conference in Queenstown, 

• Cape Province on December 14, 1953, 
when she said: 
"A fiock without lambs has no fu
ture; a herd without young stock i.s 
doomed; a people whose children are 
condemned to a life of ignorance has 
no future." 
Exhorting the delegates, the women in 
particular, this delegate called upon 
the African people to rise in their 
numbers to fight Bantu Education. 
Throughout the country the women 

For a long time it was only in the Cape 
Province that there were schools for 
Colored people ( racially mixed ) in South 
Africa. Like Africans, the Colored also 
do not have free or compulsory education . 

rallied to the call and in the Cape 
Province they did the only thing that 
was left open to them to do, namely, 
refuse to co-operate with the Govern
ment in the enslavement of their chil
dren. It was the women who saw to 
it that the resolution of the people
not to serve on the Government School 
Boards and Committees set under the 
Bantu Education Act-was carried 
out. To this very day in the Cape 
Province, all those collaborators on 
the School Boards and Committees 
are Government appointed and do 
not have the confidence of the people. 
True the African people still send 
their children to school because 
they have no choice. They cannot, 
as they had done before, tax them
selves and build school for their chil
dren. The Bantu Education Act makes 
it a crime for anyone to impart 
knowledge to a black person without 
the permission of the Minister of 
Bantu Education. Young people from 
colleges and high schools have left 
home and their country to seek edu
cation in countries outside South 
Africa . They are refugees and exiles 
scattered in the African countries, in 
Europe, England and a few are here 
in America. Many of them are young 
girls who have left behind parents, 
brothers and sisters. Many of them 
have not realized their dreams; but 

they are waiting and hoping that 
someday, some one who cares will 
come to their rescue. 

When in 1957 the Government 
launched its attack on the Nursing 
Profession , reducing and lowering the 
standard of training for the Non-white 
nurse and the status of the qualified 
nurse, to conform with the standard as 
set under the Bantu Education Act, 
the on-white nurses and some pro
gressive white nurses launched the 
Federation of South African Nurses 
and Mid-wives, in protest, to fight 
against segregation in the medical 
services. "Disease knows no color bar," 
the nurses in FOSANAM said. Some 
of_ these women refused to accept the 
sops that were offered under the new 
Act (Nursing Amendment Act ) . 
As in Bantu Education the Govern
ment had anticipated the protest of 
the people and had closed all loop
holes. Under the new Nursing Act, 
no nurse could practice her profes
sion unless her name was in the regis
ter of her racial group. To fail to satis
fy this condition was a crime. To em
ploy a nurse not so registered was 
made a criminal offense; registration 
with one's racial group was made a 
pre-condition for entry into any urs
ing School. These women are working 
under these conditions under protest. 
They have no choice. • 
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I N ONE OF GHANA'S most widely 
spoken languages, Twi, there is a 
proverb which reads MMea nyinaa ye 
baako. Two men translators, one 
British and one Ghanaian, have trans
lated it into English as "Women are 
all alike." With my limited knowledge 
of Twi, it seems to me that it could 
equally well be translated "All women 
are one." But is this true? It is par
ticularly difficult for a woman from 
a post-modem , over-industrialized so
ciety like the United States where 
women are now crying out for libera
tion and self-fu lfi llment to even begin 
to comprehend the problems of a 
peasant woman in a Third World 
country who is fighting for some de
gree of dignified survival for herself 
and her children. Even between edu
cated women of different cultures 
there is a problem of communication. 

This difference in perspective was 
brought home to me one afternoon 
during my last stay in Ghana when 
I was waiting for a bus with a Ghana
ian friend of mine. This woman, like 
so manv other Ghanaian women I 
admired, combined a sharp intelli
gence, wit and tough resiliency with 



a soft and stylish femininity. Afua, 
who was now over 30, had supported 
herself since she became a pupil 
teacher at the age of 14. Although she 
had won a tuition scholarship to a sec
ondary school, her father could not 
afford the additional expenses. By al
ternating years of teaching with 
courses at Teacher Training Colleges 
and eventually the university she 
gradually had acquired a university 
degree in history and education and a 
specialized degree in the teaching of 
art. She was a talented painter and 
had sold a number of paintings. She 
had married sometime ago and had 
two children but she and her hus
band had gone their separate ways 
and he was now working in another 
town. In addition to her children, she 
was supporting her mother and sister 
who lived with her and helped with 
the children. She was also sending 
money to a brother who was attend
ing secondary school. 

As we were waiting for the bus 
we had been conversing idly about 
mutual friends when suddenly she 
burst out that there were times when 
she wished so much she weren't a 
Ghanaian. How she would love to be 
in a society where the family was 
like ours- where man and wife and 
children stayed peacefully together 
in one house, where man and wife co
operated in the bringing up of the 
children, where if the wife worked, 
she could contribute to the common 
goal rather than being solely respon
sible, as a number of Ghanaian women 
are, for the expenses of her children. 
Afua's statement seemed natural, given 
her own difficult circumstances, and 
her ideal of the Western family sys
tem was common among many edu
cated Ghanaians. 

Yet, I was struck by the irony of 
the statement in the context of my 
own American background. It was 
just the family system that Afua was 
describing that so many American 
women find so oppressive today. One 
writer (William Neill, The Rise of 
Feminism in the West ) has even as
sociated the rise of the feminist move
ment in the West with the increasing 
emphasis on the nuclear or conjugal 
family as opposed to the extended 
family. Not long ago I was giving a 
speech on Ghanaian women, and 
when I was sharing my observations 
that I had not known one married 
woman in Ghana who wasn't work
ing, that child-rearing was shared 
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among so many people and rarely 
left to the mother alone, that women 
delegates had played an important 
role in the r cent Constituent Assem
bly which debated and formu lated the 
new Constitution for Ghana's Second 
Republic, the comment was "I think 
they are the ones who are liberated!" 

What does liberation mean in such 
different societal contexts? In many 
of the West African countries I would 
guess that one finds a kind of "libera
tion" by defau lt. Many women have 
been forced to be on their own and 
develop their own resources in order 
to survive in a rapidly changing so
ciety. Part of this is due undoubtedly 
to the changes in the family structure 
in which the traditional web of rights 
and obligations that gave individuals 
a sense of security and belonging has 
begun to crumble and a new pattern 
of responsibility has not yet taken firm 
hold. 

There has been in most African 
societies a ritual significance attached 
to women which reflects a basic cul
tural value concerning growth, fertil
ity, creativity and the extreme impor
tance of maintaining the links between 
the ancestors, those who are now 
alive, and those yet to be born. 
Paul Bohannon, in A frica and 
A fr icans, has stated it this way. "Afri
can men ritualize rather than deny 
their basic dependence on women." 
He also states that "the innermost 
secret of every religious club barred 
to women is the male's ultimate de
pendence on women." In the matri
lineal societies of Ghana it is the 
Queen-mother ( usually the sister or 
aunt of the king) who is the reposi
tory of the genealogical information 
crucial to the correct selection of a 
new King and she had the deciding 
say in the selection . One aspect of 
her role was beautifully symbolized 
for me at a funeral celebration I at
tended. At the conclusion of the 
King's dancing, the Queen put her 
back up to the King which was a way 
of saying "Lean on me." 

In Twi the term used when olders 
go into consultation to decide a case is 
"consulting the old woman"-the "old 
woman" being a symbol of wisdom. 

But does the traditional view of 
women and their importance as a link 
between the past, present and future 
get translated into the modern politi
cal scene? The conflicts which this 
arouses is nowhere better illustrated 
than by the fo llowing statement of 

]. B. Danquah , who was one of 
Ghana's leading thinkers and p~triots . 
H was reacting to the special elec
tions Nkrumah had set in 1959 in 
order to get ten women into Parlia
ment as special M. P.s to represent the 
interests of women. In an article in 
the Daily Graphic entitled "Must 
Poli tics Be Imposed on Our Women?" 
he rei terated the Ghanaian view that 
"woman is the goddess behind the 
scenes who is consulted in case of the 
need for a high decision, but she is 
never to expose herself to the slings 
and arrows of outrageous politics. 
Women should be more concerned 
with the permanent-inheritance and 
tradition. . . . An occasional woman 
politician is all right but to make it 
an instrument of national policy to 
compel or thrust women to stand for 
election to Parliament is dreadful 
politics." 

There is still a great deal of 
prejudice among both men and wom
en regarding the election of women 
candidates to Parliament. To give 
women a more effective public voice 
a Committee on the Status of Women 
was formed in 1966 and it has con
centrated its efforts in getting wom
en into policy-making positions in the 
Government largely through behind
the-scenes pressures. The Committee 
was successful in getting Judge Annie 
Jiagge to head one of the most 
thorough Commissions of Inquiry 
which was held after the coup. An 
interview with one of the new wom
en M.P.s reported in W est Africa 
stressed how she, too, used an indirect 
approach to appeal to voters in last 
year's election : 

"Some of her constituents would not 
consider discussing such things as 
votes and rural improvements with a 
woman. So she quite happily bowed 
to custom and spoke through a man, 
for she knew that these same consti
tuents fe lt that she had been well 
educated and was well informed and 
so could speak for them in Parliament." 

This dilemma of trying to combine 
a traditional ritual respect and vener
ation for women with the new elec
toral and bureaucratic demands of a 
modem State is a real one. Perhaps 
one of the key issues is education. 
Women have very seriously lagged 
behind men in formal education. One 
estimate based on the 1960 census is 
that three-fourths of Ghanaian women 
have never been to school. The gap is 
narrowing but disparities in opportun-
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ity still create problems not only be
tween men and women, but between 
educated women and their illiterate 
mothers and sisters. 

In the economic field the difference 
between the traditional working 
woman and the more modem career 
woman is also striking. Ghana has a 
very high percentage of its women 
economically active-around 54 per 
cent as compared to approximately 40 
per cent in the U.S. The market mam
mies of West Africa have always fas
cinated outsiders. These colorful 
traders command much of the inter
nal retail trade of the country and are 
also involved in real estate and trans
port. I imagine most women in Ghana 
have tried their hand at trading at one 
time or another-even teachers or 
nurses may be sell ing something on 
the side such as blouses, lingerie or 
purses. Trade is considered "natural" 
for women in Ghana in much the 
same way that elementary school 
teaching or nursing is considered 
natural to American women. Women 
are also involved in farming. In the 
areas of the country which are still 
close to a subsistence economy, this 
may be limited largely to food crops, 
but in the cash crop areas women 
own farms alongside those of men. I 
remember talking to two elderly 
women session members in a Presby
terian church in Ghana. One woman 
was proudly telling me of her cocoa 
farm which was close to seventy miles 
from that town and she described how 
she would go to stay there from time 
to time to supervise operations. Men 
sometimes comment unfavorably on 
the contrast between these hard
working women, engaged in the tradi
tional pursuits of farming and trading, 
with the educated woman involved in 
office work, nursing, or sales work in 
a store. The feeling is that these latter 
women don't "pull their weight." Men 
often choose to forget that these 
women may also be mothers and it 
is much more difficult to take a baby 
to the bank or hospital or department 
store than to carry him on your back 
to the field or market. There has been 
a great demand for day nurseries to 
relieve working mothers in urban 
areas, but the response by both gov
ernment and private agencies does not 
begin to meet the need . 

To move from the role of women in 
society to the definition of women in 
relation to men, we again move into 
a tangle of contradictions and con-
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(Above) The future generation is of great concern to Ghanian women. (Opposite page) 
Market mammies of West Africa fascinate outsiders with their involvement in the 
economic life of the nation. 

flicts. In the matrilineal societies, in 
particular, a woman's status is deter
mined by her birth into a particular 
lineage. Her marriage does not affect 
this status and h r children are con
sidered as members of her lineage 
although traditionally her husband 
has certain rights in and duties to
ward his childr n and has the privi
lege of naming th m. Her name does 
not change a t marriage, however, and 
traditionally there was no such title 
as Mrs. so and so--whatever her hus
band's name might be. In Ghana a 
Mrs. is a woman who has married 
under British law or the Ordinance as 
it is termed. It is sometimes applied to 
a marriage which has been celebrated 
in a church. A Missus is a "wedded" 
wife, as Ghanaians put it. 

It has been stated by some anthr°' 
pologists that the blood ti e was often 
stronger than the conjugal or marital 
tie and, in cases of conflict between 
husband and wife, it was often easier 

to return to the maternal home. The 
most poweiful man in a woman's life, 
then, might be her brother or uncle
whoever happened to be the head of 
the lineage-rather than her husband. 
While this tendency might be more 
marked in matrilineal societies par
ticularly because of the children, it 
also had some relevancy to the wife 
in a patrilineal society. Today the ties 
between brothers and sisters-par
ticula rly th o from the same mother 
- are very close, although not without 
confli ct, and this in itself creates diffi 
culties fo r a marriage. 

One of the complaints of women's 
lib advocates in America has been the 
dependence of a woman on her hus
band for her definition of her own 
status. This is not one of the main 
complain ts of Afri can women. Indeed , 
it is interestin g to read and hear some 
of th e cri ticisms of women's organiza
tions recently formed in Ghana wh ich 
:ire based on the occupations of the 



husbands, e.g. lawyers' wives associa
tions, doctors' wives club. Many 
Ghanaians, both men and women, look 
at such groups with some amusement, 
almost derision, saying "Don't these 
women have an identity of their own? 
Why are they dependent on their hus
bands' profession for their status?" 
This is an emphasis which was miss
ing in traditional society, and is found 
only among a very small proportion 
of the society today. 

1 vertheless, an unmarried woman 
is an anomaly in Ghanaian society. 
There seems to be the idea that a 
woman needs to be under the control 
and direction of some man-whether 
husband, brother, uncle, or father. 
Single women are regarded with some 
uneasiness in Ghanaian society and 
most women are at some point in 
their lives involved in a marriage. 
There is the widespread misconcep
tion in Ghana that there are many 
extra available women waiting for 
marriage. This has been disproved 
demographically by the census which 
gave men a slight edge in terms of 
proportions in the population. Socio-

• logically it may be true, however, as 
women of a much wider range of ages 
are available to men for marriage and 
also many young men are wary of 
marriage, largely because of the ex
penses involved in contracting the 
marriage. 

Such an argument regarding the 
larger number of women eligible for 
marriage has been used by the pro
ponent of polygamy, and any discus
sion of the male-female rela tionship 
in Ghana would be incomplete with
out looking at the question of polyg
amy in its various guises, as well as 
the co-existence of different forms of 
legal marriage-the customary, the 
Muslim, and the Ordinance (or Brit
ish) types. Under the category of cus
tomary marriage there are sti_ll more 
variations wi thin a single tribe as well 
as the variations among the various 
ethnic groups in Ghana. In traditional 
society the difference in status be
tween a wife, a concubine, and a girl
friend was quite clear, mostly having 
to do with the extent to which the 
relationship was publicly acknowl
edged on the part of the families in
volved. This was symbolized by vari
ous stages of rituals. In modern soci
ety, however, the lines have become 
increasingly blurred and it is difficult 
at times to determine whether or not 
a woman is legally married. Interest-

ingly enough the most widely based 
protest of women against this confu
sion of laws seems to be not so much 
for a legal decree against polygamy 
as for a legal definition and strength
ening of customary marriage which is 
potentially polygamous. 

The "girl-friend" type of polygamy 
found mostly in urban areas is par
ticularly deplored by women because 
the girl-friend, who may have borne 
the man several children, has few if 
any rights and is often left to fend 
for herself. Needless to say, the in
security this produces for the "wed
ded" or legal wife is also intense. Al
though there were conflicts in the 
polygamous fami lies in the traditional 
rural societies, which are still typical 
of most of the country, the wives had 
recognized status and rights and obli
gations to the husband and to one 
another. 

The problem this ambiguity creates 
for children is particularly poignant 
and is increasingly becoming a con
cern of men as well as women in 
Ghana's Second Republic. There is an 
abhorrence of the term illegitimate in 
Ghanaian society. No child who has 
a socially recognized father is consid
ered illegi timate regardless of the 
marital status of the parents. Children 
may be born "out of wedlock" -wed
lock usually referring to an Ordinance 
marriage or a Church marriage, but 
such a small proportion of the popula
tion marries under these forms that the 
term does not have much social rele
vance. This is of small comfort, how
ever, when the father refuses to care 
for the children and their mother. 
During krumah's regime a law was 
passed almost two years after it had 
first been introduced entitled "The 
Maintenance of Children Act" which 
enables a mother to report a delin
quent father to the Department of 
Social Welfare. Interestingly enough , 
it passed only when the Minister of 
Social Welfare was a woman, Susanna 
Al-Hassan-the only female member 
of Nkrumah's cabinet. She put the 
full weight of her influence behind the 
hill and was supported in this by 
President krumah who saw it as a 
necessary piece of legislation, al
though in its final form it was consid
erably weakened. Such a law is con
sidered a step in the right direction 
and is among the most active pro
grams administered by the Depart
ment, but it lacks any real bite be
cause there are no provisions for 

penalizing a father who refuses to con
form to the rulings of the committee 
who has heard the case. The mother 
then has to take the case to court and 
few have the inclination or money to 
do so. 

When the Constitution was promul
gated one of the leading women dele
gates who is a highly respected M.D. 
was in the forefront of the fight to 
have an article protecting mothers and 
children in the new Constitution. It 
was eventually accepted. When she 
seconded it, she made the following 
comments : 

"Family law in Ghana has too many 
gaps and leaves far too much for regu
lation of relationships within the family 
stmcture to customary law which is in 
many ways outmoded and ineffective to 
deal with these relationships . . . A fat her 
should have the same duty and respon
sibility towards a child w hether born in 
wedlock or not, and the child should not 
su.ffer any social or economic disability 
for not being worn in wedlock." 

A number of women expressed to 
me, in their concern regarding polyg
amy, that the real problem was not 
wives sharing the same husband, but 
what happens to the children of dif
ferent mothers-are they given equal 
treatment by the father; do they live 
in similar circumstances; do they 
have the same opportunities, etc? One 
woman expressed admiration for the 



A farmer's family gathers for dinner in a bush village near Kumasi, Ghana. W omen's 
groups in Ghana are divided on tchether polygamy is justified in rural areas. 

wife of a prominent man who had 
taken all the man's children into their 
home to see that they had a similar 
upbringing and equal access to edu
cation. This concern for equality ap
plies not only to the children of one 
man, but to children in an entire ex
tended family. One woman told me 
that she had received an education 
and her sisters had not, although they 
had helped her with hers. Therefore 
she was concerned that the gap be
tween her own children and her sis
ter's children should not occur and so 
she was helping to educate her nieces 
and nephews as well as her own chil
dren. Doubtless these are exceptional 
women, but I think they do reflect the 
capacity for sacrifice as well as a 
strong equalitarian streak that perme
ates much of the thinking of women 
in Ghana in an attempt to reduce the 
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divisiveness in a society which is 
marked by insecurity, and a desire for 
more outward symbols of status. 

This concern for status, however, is 
the other side of.the coin and women 
are as guilty of it in Ghana as men 
are. In fact, many men blame women 
for pushing them into a charade of 
"conspicuous consumption." I think 
that part of this can be explained by 
the insecurities that women feel in a 
marriage. One woman columnist , 
criticizing her sisters for this tendency 
to keep pestering the husband for 
more and more material goods, felt 
that this stemmed from the anxieties 
of the wife. If only the men would 
leave other girls alone and be more 
devoted to their wives, she felt, every
thing would be all right. One woman 
commented on the tendency of men 
from a certain ethnic group to give 

their wives new clothes, a house and 
other conveniences and still go after 
other women. She said, "These men 
feel when they have provided these 
things it is enough. They don't know 
how their carrying-on hurts us." 

This concern for status is to some 
extent reflected in some of the differ
ent women's organizations and their 
expressed attitudes toward different 
problems concerning women. One 
women's group in Ghana which called 
for government legislation against 
polygamy in 1968 was the Women's 
Society for Public Affairs. This group 
is made up of a number of prominent 
career women-doctors, lawyers- but 
is also composed of many women who 
were married to men in high positions 
in the government. They have at
tempted to make contact with other 
women's groups but have not been 



too succe ful. In tum they have been 
criticized , being unrepresentative of 
women as a whole in Ghana. On 
journal made the followin g tatem nl 
in r f r nee to their inauguration 
magazine: 

''The . . . otherwise impressi e list of 
foundation m embers describes the 
women in m ost pompous term s. Surely ii 
should be enough to indicate where M rs. 
X (nee Y) is workin g, if she is workin g, 
without also listing her h usband's nam <', 
degrees and rank, the Indy's Olen degrees, 
certificates or diplomas, where she went 
lo chool or college, etc.? It is these trap
pings of pomposity, snobbishness and 
arrogance that may defeat the otherw ise 
noble aim of unity or offering leadership 
to the women of Ghana . This attitude is 
a defect in our educated women; it is 
basically di isive and the y would be 1ccll 
advised to shed it ." 

This group has tried to "democratize" 
its image and played a leading role in 
g tting the pr viou ly mentioned arti
cle ins rted in the onstitution. 

nother a ociation, which claims, 
with som justification, to be more 
broadly r presentative, is the Ghana 

s embly of Women, which is a fed
eration of many type of women's or
ganizations in Ghana such as the 
Y.W . . ., church groups, occupa
tional groups including nurses, mid
wives, market women. Under a dif
ferent nam , the Federation of 
Ghana \Vom n, it was founded in 
1953 as the brain child of Dr. Evelyn 

martiefio, who had received the in
spiration from reading of a similar 
organization in Jamaica. In 1960 it 
was disband d when most women's 
group came under the aegis of the 
party and assumed a more political 
ori ntation. This group has been com
posed largely of women who have 
made their own way in the world 
wh ther through trading or business,
social work, the civil service, teach
ing, nur ing, etc. and their attitudes 
reflect this difference. This group has 
not laid much stres on campaigning 
for monogamy, but did b gin a cam
paign in 1956 to have customary mar
riage trengthened o that women 
who married und r this system would 
have their rights more clearly defined 
and back d up by enacted law rather 
than cu tomary law. Thi group ha 
again become active under the nam 
of the Ghana As embly of Women and 
ha o far be n working on vocational 
training for young women who are 
large! illiterate and have migrated 

to the urban areas. o new cam
paigns hav been launched in terms 
of the legal status of women, but they 
hav made public statements on some 
government actions which they fe lt 
wer in imical to women. 

Another group which has been re
vi ed since the coup is the Women's 
League for Social Advancem nt, led 
by Hannah udjoe, who was very 
a live under Nkrumah's government. 
Her specialty then was the organiza
tion of day nurseries, but her group 
ev ntua lly became much more politi
ca lly oriented than the Federation of 
Ghana \Vomen, and she now admits 
to a feeling of having been us d by 
the politicians. This is a feeling ex
pressed by a number of women- the 
desire to have strong independent 
women's organizations that can in 
some way avoid being manipulated 
by those in power. Because of these 
past associations it may be difficult 
for her newly revived group to get 
moving effectively; but her aims are 
laudable. In a statement given to a 
weekly paper in Ghana she lays em
phasis on work among women in the 
rural areas as well as unemployed 
girls in the city. Her attitude toward 
polygamy is expressed in the follow
ing way: 

"Monogamy may be all right in the 
urban areas and among the sophisticated , 
but circumstances in the rural areas 
would. seem to support polygamy . ... 
However, it will be one of my aims to 
preach about the benefit s of monogamous 
marriages when the right tim e presents 
itself. 111 the meantime my main ob;ec
ti ves will be to send cheer and enlighten
ment to our mothers, grandmothers and 
sisters i11 the rural areas while at the same 
time safoaging the lnrge number of idle 
;ob-seeking girls in our urban co111muni
ties." 

The e are just some examples re
flecting the diversity of views ex
pressed by women's groups which 
have rather different constituencies. 
The call for unity is frequently reiter
ated and there is a genuine desire for 
this among many women. One woman 
who had been active in a number of 
worn n's groups mentioned that there 
was a need for a variety of women's 
groups; she felt there was a unity of 
purpose and a pecialization of talents 
and that some competition was good 
and might even be more effective in 
the long run. 

It is difficult to reach any firm con
clu ions on the role of women in 

Ghana or projections for the future 
since the present is in such a state of 
flux. The future generation is of great 
concern to most Ghanaian women. 
Their desire for a better life for their 
children is inten e and I feel that it 
underlies most of their attempts at 
reform . The sacrifices of Ghanaian 
mothers are proverbial. The worst in
sult that can be given to a Ghanaian 
man or woman is to insult his or her 
mother. \Vomen have a tremendous 
role in shaping the future and I think 
they would appreciate more help 
from the men in this endeavor. Many 
Ghanaian women would not mind 
being more dependent on their hus
bands in this area. Therefore, this 
demand for security is uppermost in 
the minds of many. Yet, it is not a 
search for security in its own right, 
but is seen as a means for unleashing 
the potentialities of both women and 
children. When the article in the new 
Constitution was being debated, one 
of the women delegates suggested 
that if children had a more secure 
family life, perhaps they would be 
more competent in running the coun
try and Ghana would not now be in 
its present difficult straits. This desire 
for more security and protection for 
women and children is seen as a 
means to an end of greater peace and 
prosperity for the nation as a whole. 
It may be because traditionally 
women have been much more in
volved in the economic life of the 
country that Ghanaian women seem 
to have this underlying sense of con
cern and responsibility for the total 
society. At various discussion groups 
I attended, I was fascinated at how 
easilv the discussion could shift from 
complaints over the legal status of 
women in customary marriage to, for 
example, the agricultural problems of 
the country and the possibilities of 
irrigating the Accra plains to provide 
more food or to consumer protection 
and the control of prices. 

I think many of them would say 
that these more urgent problems are 
not going to be solved until women 
can have a stronger say in the coun
cils of the world, and therefore the 
struggle must go forward on all fronts 
at once. Perhaps one could para
phrase President Nkrumah's state
ment that Ghana is not free until the 
rest of Africa is free, by saying that 
men cannot be free until women are 
also free--the liberation of one is 
bound up with the liberation of all. • 



M artho Bulengo is Mriatont necuttoe director:J the Communlflf Development Trwt 
Fu of Tanzania and member of the n
ecutioe committee of the National Council 
of Tanzama Women. 
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NO TO POLYGAMY 
T Martha Bulengo 

l ,HROUGHOUT TANZANIA HISTORY, economic grounds. Women feared 
women have stood in the front lines that most rural communities would 
to face the challenges of society. Dur- use polygamy to provide a labor force 
ing the civil wars and the slave trade,1 for the men, hence degrading wom-
women played a great role in defend- ~n's position in society; the women 
ing their country. Women hid away instead demanded the spread of edu-
children and relatives from being cap- cation so as to raise the consciousness 
tured as slaves, and kept alive possible of national pride among women. 
supply routes when men were at war. Through the U.W.T. (National 
They mobilized public opinion and in- Council of Women of Tanzania) a 
formed friends from foreign countries series of meetings was held regarding 
about the evils of the slave trade and the proposals. Many letters were sent 
colonialism. to local newspapers. After much de-

During the struggle for indepen- liberation a strong memorandum was 
dence2 women showed their militancy presented. As a result, some of the 
with equal vigor. Although they lacked changes advocated by women were ac-
education, they were often the driv- cepted into the proposed bill. 
ing force behind the men, spurring The action by Tanzania women re-
them on and fighting side by side with garding marriage law is only one in-
them. stance which shows the growing 

This historical role of women has awareness of our women of their 
present impact. Women have shown rights in society. (The controverafal 
their militancy in regard to the gov- Ma"iage bill was eventually passed 
ernment-proposed unification on mar- in the Tanzanian legislature. It WtJ8 

riage laws which were presented in deemed a victory for women in Tan-
1969. One of the proposals was for the zania, especially a~er the defeat of a 
conversion of monogamous marriage subclause in the bill which would 
to polygamous marriage by voluntary have permitted a man to renounce 
consent of both parties. Women did the Christian faith and change the 
not hesitate to object that legalizing tenns of the marriage from monog-
polygamy would lead to the degrada- amy to potential polygamy. In the 
tion of female dignity and respect. debate, Lady Marion Chesham aald 

Another objection was advanced there would be "no stability in the 
against the voluntary consent by both Christian marriage where a wife Uves 
parties because it was feared that im- in constant fear of a potentially polyg-
plementation would be difficult to en- amous marriage." Such a clause, she 
force and female weakness would be noted, would put a Christian wife in 
exploited by men who would coerce a "very sad and tragic position.• The 
their wives into giving their consent. clause was eventually withdrawn and 

Polygamy was also objected to on the Ma"iage Bill was passed.) 

'Like many countriu ln Africa. Tan
zania eXJJerienced the horrors of the 
slave trade, which tDO.t pursued m that 
country chiefly by French and Arab 
traders. (In 1866 Daf1ld Llmngstone aet 
out on his 1.ast fourney to Lake Nyassa 
for the JJU'f'J08e of e:tpOsing and deatroy
ing the slave trade.) 

• The first struggle for inde-pendenct! 
occu"ed in 1905 with the Mafi-maf' up
rising againat the German administration. 
Following the British Mandate and the 
Second World War the country t.oa.t 
placed under U.N. trusteeship. Tan
ganyika became independent in 1961 
and in 1964 ;oined Zanzibar to become 
the United Republic of Tanzania. 
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B EFORE FRENCH COLONIZATION the 
Congolese woman lived in the back
ground confined to household duties 
and work in the fields. At puberty 
he was promised in marriage, with

out her consent, to a man chosen by 
her father. In general she was nei ther 
consulted nor asked her opinion 
when questions which concerned her 
directly arose. But the Congolese so
ciety like most Bantu societies was 
nevertheless democratic and from 
time to time a queen or a woman 
chief would emerge. Then their hus
bands would take no decision with
out consulting them first. 

Slavery had passed and the Congo 
was a feudal society when the colo
nizer landed and introduced Euro-

pean laws, religion and technology. 
The whole Congolese society was 
confronted and thrown off balance 
but the woman was the first to suffer. 

At independence and during the 
regime of Father Fulbert Youlou, a 
priest suspended by the ecclesiastical 
authorities in 1956 and first President 
of the Republic of the Congo, the 
woman was used for the personal 
propaganda of the leaders and of the 
political parties. Although a voter, she 
was not involved in the political life 
of her country and served only indi
vidual ambitions. 

Associations of women were nu
merous but the most important were 
tJ1e UFA, Union of African Women, 
affi liated to the Progressive Party of 

A. B. Meskiani is the pen name of an Al
gerian film maker. 



the ongo, and the "Caiman" women 
of th UDDIA, D mocratic Union for 
th African lntere ts . During public 
meetings and parades in the streets 
the women from the associa tions 
strutted around displaying clothes 
and jewels showing off the wealth of 
their respective parties. 

The role of th woman in those 
dark moments of the Congoles his
tory was essentially one of corruption. 
But all women were not accepting 
this role imposed by a corrupt r gime 
and many were arrested and impris
oned, accused of being Communists. 

A national organization, grouping 
all militants from all classes of soci
ety, was created : the Union for th 
Emancipation of the African Woman 
( UEF A ). TI1is organization partici
pated in the overthrow of the regime 
of Father Youlou . Later three of its 
members were elected to the National 
Assembly. At its first Congress UEF A 
became the URFC, Revolutionary 
Union of Congolese Women. TI1at 
Congress set its purpose as follows: 
• Promote the participation of wom

en, fully and constantly, in all 
national endeavors ; 

• Be watchful over the advancement 
of the woman as a full citizen; 

• Struggle against all backward cus
toms which shackle the woman; 

• Raise the level of awareness of the 
woman to involve 'her in the eco
nomic life of the country; 

• Mobilize all efforts toward the 
participation of all women, no mat
ter their educational level. 
During the Presidency of Massam

ba Debat three women were members 
of the Central Committee of the 
MNR, National Movement for the 
Revolution. One woman was a mem
ber of the Political Bureau. Two 
women were members of the Eco
nomic and Social Council. Under the 
direction of the Congolese Workers 
Party and under the presidency of 
Marien N'Gouabi six women have im
portant positions in the party. 

Following is an interview with Mrs. 
Josephine Buanga, President of the 
URFC, member of the Central Com
mittee of the PCT, Congolese Work
ers' Party, teacher in technical school 
(on leave while President) and 
mother of six children. 

Q. How do you conceive the role of 
the Congolese woman in defense of 
the Congolese Revolution? 
A. It has been acknowledged that a 
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new society cannot be crea ted with
out the support of th e woman. 

The ongolese woman , always con
scious of the problems of her society, 
brings to it her own feminine talents, 
her uniqueness. She firmly stands by 
her male companion in the revolution
ary struggle. She contributes h r faith 
in just causes and in the realization of 
th e tasks of the Revolution. Her stoic 
temperament incites her to accept the 
rigors of the revolutionary tasks with 
sereni ty and optimism. She has, today 
more than y st relay, a spirit of sacri
fice which she shows in both her home 
and in her society. She adapts ra
tionally to the new conditions of our 
day and struggles against under
development. She has remained, until 
now, the most ac tive element of our 
society in agricultural production and 
everywhere else in our economy. The 
role of the ,.Joman is thus, basically, 
that of an agent of development. This 
is an essential role in a country such 
as the Congo which wishes to build a 
national independent economy. 

Her role is also para-military for 
she knows that the gun must go hand 
in hand with the hoe for the peasant 
and hand in hand with the pen for 
the intellectual. The task of national 
defense lTlUSt also be assured by the 
Congolese women. 

Q. Has it been easy to organize the 
women? 
A. There is a tradition in this domain. 
The women used to form into groups, 
"Musiki" or "Kiterno," whose role 
was to ass ist each other in their work, 
at death, births, wakes, etc. 

But after the revolution all those 
groups were dissolved and replaced 
by URFC, Revolutionary Union of 
Congolese Women. In this Union the 
woman became conscious of her role 
and her place in the building of the 
nation . 

It was thus not difficult to organize 
the women since they were already 
organized before the revolution . The 
new element was to give them an 
ideal, a greater vision than they had 
had in their former mutual aid groups. 

Q. There is presently in the world a 
struggle to free women. In Europe 
this is a struggle for equality with 
man. How do you see the struggle 
here in the Congo? 
A. In the Congo the struggle to liber
ate the woman is that of her own 
emancipation for she is conscious of 

her lagging behind the man. 
Actually, before the 13th, 14th and 

15th of Augu t, 1963 (overthrow of 
regime of Father Youlou) the Congo
lese woman was subjected to the most 
backward customs. She wasn't even 
conscious of her responsibilities and 
her dignity was scoffed at. 

With the revolution she struggled 
to improve her cultural, economica l 
and social level. 

Doesn't our motto proclaim "Strug
gle alone liberates"? The Congolese 
woman has tried to overcome many 
obstacles for her own advancement 
and total emancipation . She leads a 
resolute and conscious fight against 
tribalism, nepotism, regionalism and 
all political subjection. For us a strug
gle for a fictitious and formal equality 
with man is secondary. The principal 
goal is the integration of the Congo
lese women, by constant politiciza-



tion, in the struggle for the liberation 
of the oppressed from their oppres
sors. 

Q. What advantages and disadvan
tages do women who work have? 
A. It is obvious that women partici
pate in work which benefits society. 
Work gives her moral satisfaction, it 
enhances her dignity, gives her a 
position in society; when she marries 
work assures her position of equality 
with her husband. Work also gives 
material assurance when she grows 
old. 

The woman who works has a dual 
role. She is more or less overworked. 
A mother would be free part of her 
day if she were able to send her chil
dren to day-care centers. However, 
the advantages of working are, in the 
final analysis, greater than the incon
veniences which, by nature, the 
woman knows how to put up with. • 

"The role of the woman is that of 
an agent of development." 

May 1, 1970 Worker's Day in Congo, Brazzaville . 



North Africa 
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WHAT IS THE IMPACT of the 
world-wide liberation wave 

on the twentieth century Moslem 
woman? 

The masses of Moslem women will 
answer without hesitation that the 
impact is nil. Each man in modern 
Morocco, for example, has the right to 
marry more than one wife, and to 
repudiate the mother of his children 
with hardly any formalities . The 
woman's right to work is conditional 
upon her husband's approval. 

But there are women who will 
argue that tremendous changes have 
occurred . Women have gone to 
school; they are filtering into admin
istrations and companies by secre
tarial channels; they are taking part 
in development schemes as doctors 
and teachers. Some women will go 
further. They will assert that the 
veiled, sequestered, second-rate fe
male citizen is a disappearing breed. 
For them the liberation started when 
the Algerian woman took up the gun 
and climbed the Aures Mountains as 
a guerrilla, to defeat France. For 
them Leila Khaled, the Palestinian 
who hijacked planes, is the incarna
tion of this liberating process. 

Whom can we believe? Unfortu
nately, no clear-cut answer is possible, 
when dealing with the present-day 
Moslem world. As in every society on 
the eve of a radical upheaval, Arabo
Moslem society is crumbling under 
the contradictions--class and cultural 
-which gnaw at its foundations. ( The 
term Arabo-Moslem societies usually 
designates the Middle East and North 
Africa-although in North Africa the 
dominant ethnic group is not Arab but 
Berber.) 

The upper class holds political 
power through its control of the army 
and the police. Politicians indulge for
eign interests which own, directly or 
indirectly, the national resources. The 
common people, whose pre-colonial, 
self-sufficient economies were de
stroyed by the colonial powers, were 
deceived by national rulers after the 
so-called independence. Taxes taken 
from the peasants are usually used 
to support conspicuous consumption 

and a parasitical bureaucracy in the 
urban residential quarters. 

The cultural contradiction is more 
specific and more tragic in the case of 
the Arabo-Moslem world. It is the 
eternal question of East versus West, 
Islam versus Christianity. The West 
has a fascinating, omnipotent tech
nology. The East needs badly this 
technology to fight droughts and 
floods, increase land production and 
transform raw materials. The dilemma 
is that modernization, progress, came 
to mean aping the West. To ape the 
West is to deny one's identity, to bury 
one's glittering past, to give in to the 
conqueror. To modernize is to recog
nize the West's supremacy. It is, 
therefore, so tempting to turn to the 
pas t, to reassuring tradition. A tradi
tion, a past indeed full of glory, but 
so far so stagnant, so helpless before 
modern problems. (This is in fact a 
false dilemma. The dilemma of tra
dition versus modernization exists 
only in a static, neo-colonial situation, 
not in a dynamic, revolutionary one.) 

The liberation of the Moslem 
woman is but one aspect of these con
tradictions. To resolve this question 
is to put an end to six hundred years 
of slumber. Let us first look at the 
Moslem woman's lot. We will then try 
to establish the causes of her aliena
tion, and finally the perspective of 
an eventual women's liberation. 

The Moslem Woman 
We are the only women in the 

world who have no right to show our 
faces. The veil , so talked about by 
tourists seeking exotic excitement 
around the Mediterranean shores, is 
the symbol of our slavery. The veil 
means that the woman belongs to a 
man who possesses her body and wor
ries about its being seen by others. 
To a veiled woman, seclusion is the 
only rational way of life. Her only 
reason for being is to provide sex, 
children, and good cooking. 

In 1964, I went to see a movie in 
town, with six other female under-

The author is a Moroccan currently study
ing sociology at Harvard University. 
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graduate students. It was midnight 
when we started on our way back to 
the University dormitories, some 
three miles away in the suburb of 
Rabat, the capital of Morocco. A car 
stopped alongside us. Two young 
men, a bit drunk, got out and tried 
to persuade us "to go for a drink." 
When we refused, they started to 
push some of us into the car. Scared 
to death, we started fighting back. 
For if a woman loses her virginity, no 
matter under what circumstances, 
even rape, she will dishonor the en
tire family, and will have a hard time 
convincing a future husband-if ever 
she finds one-of her innocence. A 
police car stopped at last. We wel
comed the police and asked for pro
tection . The police looked at us and 
then walked over to the men. They 
started a conversation about the in
decency of "modern girls" who are 
bringing shame on the society, violat
ing tradition and rituals, challenging 
the Koran rules, and "screaming for 
help after all that.'' 

This little incident was meditated 

Fatima Mernissi 



Shaky anachronisms in religion, lnws, 
and economy constitute the backbone of 
woman's slavery, says Miss Mernissi . 
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and discussed for weeks afterward in 
the women's dormitory. It made clear 
many aspects of the nature of the 
struggle for worn n's liberation. The 
most important is the non-individual
is tic aspect of the struggle. 

No Individual Salvation 
o individual salvation is possible. 

A growing 11umber of educated 
women, who come mainly from the 
middle and upper class, can afford 
to go to school, discard the veil, and 
get a job . But they will never be lib
erated . Any police officer, obnoxious 
judge, or mildly capricious head of 
state, could at any moment withdraw 
their liberties by bringing forward 
the necessity to respect tradition . 

The liberation of the woman can
not be partial, for example the "mod
ernization" of the urban woman as 
opposed to the rural one, the libera
tion of the middle-class woman as 
opposed to the less privileged. Genu
ine liberation can only be brought 
about by a revolution which will un
dermine the shaky anachronisms and 
allow the birth of a new society. 

What are the shaky anachronisms 
which constitute the backbone of the 
woman's slavery? Three are relevant: 
the concept of the woman forged 
from religious sources; the legislation 
concerning marriage and divorce; and 
the place of the woman in the econ
omy. Because in the majority of Mos
lem countries Islam is accepted as the 
source of laws, the first and second 
problems are interlocked . 

Is Islam Guilty? 
One of the most explosive questions 

is : 'What is the part of Islam in the 
woman's systematic dehumanization?" 
Whoever dares ask such a question is 
condemned as being an agent of the 
West, of the Christians, paid by them 
to attack the very foundations of the 
society. If Islam is not guilty, who is? 
Somebody has used the Koran to cre
ate values, make them into laws and 
degrade fif ty percent of the popula
tion . The guilty are the Arab-Moslem 
aristocracies, who have used and 
abused the Koran to build their con
ception of the woman, to give a divine 
stamp to female exploitation . 

The sources of Islam are three: 
First is the Koran, which is the exact 
reproduction of God's words as they 
were dictated to the prophet Moham
med. To attack a Koranic verse is to 
attack God directly. Mohammed's 

biography is the second source. The 
third is a collection of the prophet's 
sayings, attitudes and opinions. These 
three sources give not only a religious 
view of the world, but a whole de
tailed conception of social organiza
tion and way of life. Laws concerning 
property and the family came directly 
from the Koran, and many still do. 

In many passages, the Moslem 
sources, like the Judeo-Christian ones, 
give a ra ther sexist view of the 
woman, such as : 

"Men are in charge of the women 
because Allah hath made the one of 
them to excel the other . . . So good 
women are obedient, guarding in 
secret that which Allah hath guarded. 
As for these fro m whom ye fear re
bellion admonish them and banish 
them to bed~ apart, and scourge 
them." 

Koran, Chapter 4, Verse 34 

But in contras t to Judeo-Christian 
teaching, Islam took decisive, revolu
tionary steps when it came to women's 
rights to property and to the position 
of the women in society. 

Killing of Female Infants 
In the seventh century, when 

Islam appeared in the Arab peninsula, 
women were considered less worthy 
than a camel. Their uselessness was 
illustrated by the then current prac
tice of killing of female infants. Mo
hammed condemned this practice so 
strongly that it disappeared simulta
neously with the spread of his teach
ing. Mohammed went further. He 
granted to the Muslim woman what 
the Code Napoleon did not grant the 
French woman until the late 1950's: 
the right to possess property and to 
administer it without any interference 
from her husband. But this Moslem 
woman's property right is violated in 
practice. In orth Africa, fo r exam
ple, strong pressures are put on the 
woman not to manage her share of 
property. Sh is obliged to leave it 
under the control of the male heading 
the family; otherwise, she will be 
ostracized. In 1950, after my fa ther's 
death, my mother claimed the prop
erty she inherited . My uncles opposed 
her rights, and the Moslem judges she 
consul ted did not give her the support 
she needed. For three years, we lived 
in a cold war atmosphere within the 
extended fami ly, when my mother 
decided to go ahead and challenge the 
males . 

The verse which has been used to 
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stablish polygamy as an institution 
is Vers 3, from Chapter 4, entitled, 
"Women" : " . .. Marry of the women, 
who seem good to you, two or three, 
or four, and if ye fear that ye cannot 
do justice to so many then one only." 
But this verse is far from being an 
order for man to have many wives! 
And the verse makes sense only in the 
very sp cific conditions it came to 
olve in 625. It came after the battle 

of Uhud , which was a decisive con
frontation between Mohammed's up
porters and his pagan countrymen. 
The outcome of the battle was not 
clear. What was clear was that the 
Prophet-General lost a very large 
number of fighters . The widows and 
daughters of the dead, who lost their 
economic support as well as their 
protection, became the number one 
concern of Medina, the small town 
where the prophet had set up his 
headquarters. To exhort the newly 
converted Moslem to marry many 
wives was the only way to allow the 
grieved families to be reintegrated in 
the then persecuted nascent Moslem 
community. It was a tactical move in 
625 which became a flagrant anach
ronism in modem Morocco. 

Moreover, the verse puts a condi
ton to the man who wants to have 
many wives: he has to be sure that 
he will never at any moment favor 
any of them. He has to be a god, or 
at least a demi-god to be perfectly 
just. But not many men have suHered 
from the ethical fear of being unjust 
while linking their lives to many 
wives at once. 

No Man, No Food. 
The woman in Moslem society 

earns h r living by living off a man. 
he leaves her father's house early to 

join the husband's compound. A part 
of the marriage contract is the Sadaq 
( dowry ): 

"A dowry given by the husband 
to the wife is obligatory." 

Article 4, Moroccan Code 
de Statut Personnel 

In fact the marriage contract is a bill 
of sale. The dowry is the price the 
man pays. 

The woman's dutie toward her 
husband are stated in article 36 of the 
Moroccan code: fidelity ; obligation to 
brea t-feed the children; good house
keeping; obedience; deference to
ward the father, mother and relatives 
of the husband. 

The man's duties are utterly dif
ferent : to provide economic necessi-

ties such as food, clothing, housing 
and medical care; qua! treatment for 
the various wives in case of polygamy; 
permission for the wife to visit her 
parents; granting complete liberty for 
the wife to manage her prop rty with
out her husband's interference. 

The strange fact is that the Moslem 
woman is far from being the parasite 
she is supposed to be. She does par
ticipate directly in the economic 
process. 

Grains, Beads, and Typewriters. 
In the countryside, where eighty 

per cent of the North African popula
tion lives, the female is not usually 
veiled. It is not only because most are 
Berbers (as opposed to Arabs ) but 
because the veil is the symbol of the 
leisured woman. The rural woman 
works as hard on the fields as in the 
house. 

In the cities, illiterate women par
ticipate in crafts: bead-setting, carpet 
weaving, lea ther embroidery, sewing, 
etc. ( During the colonial occupation, 
the crafts market was completely de
stroyed by competition from Euro
pean machine-made products. The 
craftswoman lost her only means of 
asserting herself, and found herself 
more than ever before dependent on 
the male.) 

In the modern sector, in Morocco 
for example, there are jobs in the 
huge bureaucratic administration, the 
nascent light industrial sector, and in 
services. It is the woman who has had 
at least two years' secondary educa
tion who can get in, after acquiring 
secretarial skills. The tiny minority 
which goes through university gets 
quite comfortable positions. 

on-paid in the countryside, hardly 
paid in the crafts, integrated but at 
the lowest echelon in the modem sec
tor, the Moslem woman is far from 
having acquired full citizenship 
among her folk. Economically mar
gina l, she is made to feel dispensable 
and dependent. 

Moslem Women's Liberation 
"What is to be done?" The evident. 

The Moslem woman's fate is linked to 
the labor market. The labor market 
depends on the type of economy. The 
economy has to be organized so that 
women can get education and jobs. 
Only one girl in fourteen gets a sec
ondary education in Morocco. A neo
colonial economy is unable to provide 
jobs even for the males. Less than 
fifty per cent of the 20 to 29-year-old 
Moroccan males have jobs. If Mo
rocco is to give jobs to Moroccans, 
phosphate, which is our main raw 
material, has to be refined in the 
country, not in American and French 
factories. 

Algeria did not liberate the woman, 
because it failed to liberate the econ
omy. The Algerian economy, far from 
being socialist, is neo-colonialist. The 
best lands in Algeria are still used to 
grow wine, which Algerians are not 
allowed by Islam to drink. They grow 
it to sell to French capitalists at the 
price these capitalists state. Algeria 
still sends an important part of its 
young men to work in French fac
tories , in the most despicable condi
tions. Algeria's oil Hows to French 
shores exactly as before the revolu
tion . Meanwhile, the Algerian woman, 
who took part in the revolution and 
was expecting its benefits, has been 
asked to go back to seclusion. A 
wave of traditionalism, of conserva
tive Islam, is flooding Algeria, making 
people forget about the economic 
failure of the regime. The women, as 
usual, are the first victims. The Al
gerian feminist , Fadela M'Rabet, in 
her book, "Les Algeriennes," states 
that the rate of suicide among young 
girls who refuse arranged marriages 
and seclusion has risen drastically 
since the end of the revolution. 

The Moslem woman's struggle is 
linked to the struggle against imperi
alism. The day the Moslem woman 
decides to stand on her feet, many 
castles will fa ll down, among them 
those of the corrupt Arab regimes, 
and those of such companies as Stand
ard Oil, Texaco, and Coca-Cola. • 



an interview with 
Mrs. Issam Abdul Hadi 

Among "third world women" few 
have become as politically active as 
fast as have Palestinian Arab women. 
Two women who best represent the 
new consciousness among Palestinian 
women are Mrs. Issam Abdul Hadi, 
41, the General Secretary of the Gen
eral Union of Palestine Women, and 
Mrs. Hannan Tuqun, secretary of the 
Committee for Foreign Affairs of the 
General Union of Palestine Women. 
They were interviewed last Novem
ber at the Beit-al-Maqdas, an orphan
age in Amman, Jordan, for daughters 
of Palestinian fighters, which is headed 
by Mrs. Tuqun. The interview was 
conducted by three journalists for the 
Associated Church Press, which in
cluded Managing Editor Charles E. 
Brewster. 

Mrs. Abdul Hadi, what is the pur· 
pose of the General Union of Pales
tine Women? 

The General Union of Palestinian 
Women was founded in the year 1965 
as a result of a conference that was 
held in Jerusalem with one hundred 
and thirty-nine representatives of 
Palestinian women from every [Arab] 
country. It is a part of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization. 

The aim of the organization is to 
organize and mobilize the Palestinian 
woman and combine her with the 
revolution. Its main aim, when 
founded , was to prepare the Pales
tinian woman for her role in the com
ing liberation of Palestine. 

How does the organization func
tion? 

Well, we are working through our 
committees. We have committees for 
membership, external relations, in
ternal relations, financial , militia, eco
nomical, and social affairs. Each one 
has its own planning. 

The economical committee is re
sponsible for backing the steadfast
ness of our people in the occupied 
area. The social committee is respon
sible for answering the needs of the 
Palestinian women and families . It is 
responsible for the families of workers 
and martyrs. The militia committee 
is responsible for military training. 

Can you tell us about the training? 
We have three militia training 

camps. We usually hold this military 
training during summer vacations but 
also we have them during all the 
year, for our ladies and students. It 
is not only military training but also 
fighting illiteracy and teaching sew
ing, embroidery, first aid. Rehabilita
tion centers teach these things-weav
ing, knitting, and battle aid and the 
militia. I think the Militia Committee 
is one of the most important. 

How many women are training this 
way? 

There is one camp with eighty, 
one with thirty, and one with fifty . 
That is in all three camps. It is for girls 
and for women. For e_veryone who 
likes to have that training. It is all 
kinds of training in using weapons 
and carrying weapons. We are happy 
to tell you that some of our girls join 
some of the military operations inside 
the occupied territories. Here in Am
man we have hundreds of participants 
that belong to this union. 
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Do non-Palestinian women par
ticipate? 

Yes. Here in Jordan it is also for 
the Jordanian women and the Pales
tinian women. They are members on 
an equal basis. 

How did you personally get in
volved in the General Union of Pales
tine Women? 

I was one of the members of the 
Jerusalem conference I told you about. 
It was then that I was elected to be 
the chairman of the union and that 
is how I became involved. I was then 
a member on behalf of the social as
sociations. We have many who are 
teachers, students, laborers, nurses, 
from every section of society. 

Has there been any resistance from 
Palestinian men to your organization? 

Since 1964, after the foundation of 
the Palestine Liberation Organization , 
we women became very interested in 
political affairs and that is how we 
began to fight for our rights. We 
fought and demanded that the men 
give us our freedom then. After 1967 
every man had to accept the new 
situation of the women and her work 
and activities, whether political, so
cial or humanitarian . After 1967 there 
was a rebirth of the Palestinian peo
ple. There are no more obstacles in 
our way as women. 

Where is your family? 
I have my family still on the West 

Bank [Israeli-occupied Jordan] and I 
am working here. 

Were you expelled? 
Yes. I was arrested [by the Israelis] 

for forty-five days with my daughter, 
who is seventeen. There were differ
ent accusations against us. My daugh
ter was herself tortured twice, once 
for her accusations [charges ] and once 
for mine. After being in prison for 
forty-five days they couldn't get any 
confession so they expelled us to the 
East Bank, on the first of April, 1969. 

~~~ 
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(Top ) With an encouraging smile from Mrs . Tuqttn , the children of Beit al-Moqdas 
hegin their evening meal. Th eir fath ers were killed in the struggle to liberate Palestine, 
and the y are now zahrad, the " flowers of Fatah ." (Bottom) Mrs . l ssam Abdul Hadi, 
at right, explains the purposes of the General Union of Palestine W omen. 



What were the "accusations" 
against you? 

They accused me of being active in 
what they call "women confusion" in 
those demonstrations and of giving 
shelter to fedayeen [guerrillas]. They 
accused me of participating in both 
passive and active resistance. Well, 
I was accused of being behind the 
protest and hunger strike which took 
place in the Holy Sepulchre at which 
time a memorandum was passed out 
complaining of six things ( 1) torture 
of prisoners, ( 2) confiscation of prop
erties, ( 3) demolition of houses, ( 4) 
annexation of Jerusalem, ( 5) expel
ling people to the East Bank, and ( 6 ) 
massacres which took place now and 
then, especially the one in Rafa' which 
took place just before the time of that 
sit-down. I was accused of being be
hind these things. 

I don't know how to ask this, but 
was there any truth to these accusa
tions? 

Well, to tell you the truth, some 
were honest and some were not. 

Have you ever taken part in mili
tary operations? 

No. 
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Mrs. Tuqun, who supports this or
phanage and what is its purpose? 

The orphanage is supported by Al
Fatah [the major guerrilla organiza
tion] and al ~o by Mr. Yussef Madi, 
a Libyan. The purpose is to serve 
the Palestinian people as a whole and 
to prepare the children to understand 
a cause, that they have a country to 
fight to regain. We can accept up to 
100 girls here. Now we have regis
tered ninety- three. The orphanage is 
for either daughters or sis ters of mar
tyrs. It is for daughters of the martyrs 
of the Palestine Liberators. 

Are they all orphans or do they have 
one parent? 

Most have one parent, usually the 
mother. We ask them if they like to 
have their children in the boarding 
school here because we Arabs are 
not used to boarding schools . Now 
we have a waiting list. 

We call our girls zahrad-the 
flowers of Fatah. 

We understand you teach Hebrew 
to the girls, is that so? 

Yes, we give Hebrew language to 
the higher classes as they get their 

military training. Our fight against the 
Zionists is a long fight, so we must 
prepare. 

We make a great deal of difference 
between a Jew and a Zionist. Many 
Jews, we think, will understand . We 
want to have a Palestine democratic 
sta te, as we used to have before the 
Balfour Declaration [ 1917, which 
promised Palestine as a "homeland" 
fo r the Jews ). We do not hate the 
Jews . 

What else do you teach them? 
They have military training, in us

ing arms. Also, we teach the history 
of the problem after the Zionist decla
ration. There is also training within 
the camps to handle arms and to do 
different exercises. But this is for the 
higher classes. Some of them stand 
watch at night or at daytime. 

What do you, Mrs. Tuqun, think of 
the role of Palestinian women and 
how has it progressed? 

The Palestinian woman was the 
first in the Arab countries to be 
emancipated. Before 1948 they were 
unveiled in Jaffa. After 1948 there 
was a problem [Israel], something 
more important. The Palestinian wom
an actually started working during 
the [British) Mandate (1918-1948) . 
We were protesting against the im
migration of Jews then. I remember 
my mother going out on demonstra
tions. In Egypt, however, the women 
started appearing earlier (in political 
life] . Now the Palestinian men treat 
us as equals. A great responsibility is 
put on us because we have so many 
things to do. 

What is the purpose of the Foreign 
Affairs committee, which you head? 

Basically, we get in touch with dif
ferent outside groups and committees . 
In the states, for instance, we have 
many groups and friends among 
women. 

What do both of you think of the 
recent civil war in Jordan, the clash 
between the fedayeen and King Hus
sein's Army? 

(Mrs. Abdul Hadi ) I'm afraid we 
can have no comment on that. 

Are you in favor of the airplane 
hijackings? 

( Mrs. Abdul Hadi ) No, we are 
totally against it. Innocent passengers 
are not the enemy. It is not the proper 
way to fight. • 



In the Edith Lehman High School 
in Dimona, a city in Israel's southern 
desert, I asked some children what 
they wanted to be when they grew up. 

Little Yvonne, who came from Al
geria, said, "I want to be a doctor." 

Malka, whose parents came from 
the mellah-the ghetto-of Casa
blanca, said, "I want to be a school
teacher." 

A sabra, born in Israel, Ilana smiled 
mischievously. "I want to be Prime 
Minister." 

When I asked Rakhel, whose par
ents had survived Auschwitz, "What 

do you want to be when you grow 
up?" she said simply: "Alive." 

To stay alive is the essence of being 
a woman in Israel. Whether they 
work in the city or on the farm, in 
schools or hospitals whether they 
keep house or serve in the army, the 
women of Israel are fighters for sur
vival. 

Last year, I visited Kfar Ruppin, a 
border kibbutz in the Jordan Valley. 
Each night, shells fell on their settle
ment. Trenches leading to bomb-proof 
shelters had been gouged through the 
lovely green lawns, like scars in a 



man's face. Death stalked the homes. 
Safety lay underground. 

Women and children spent their 
nights underground in the air-raid 
shelters. Newborn babies spent their 
first hours on earth in a bunker, cam
ouflaged against air attacks. Tiny beds 
with skinny mattresses were stacked 
on top of each other against the 
arched walls. Only the children slept 
on the ledges and mattresses, not their 
mothers who often slept on chairs, the 
floor or, as one of them put it, "even 
standing up." 

During the day, when air-raid 
alarms sent them racing back, the 
women held classes in the bunkers, 
read books, sang songs, dreamed up 
new games, and helped the children 
make cutouts and pictures showing 
the peaceful life in the kibbutz. 
Huddling in one of the shelters, I 
asked a woman who looked exhausted 
from sleepless nights, "Do you ever 
wish you could get away?" 

She paused. "Sure I do. But if I 
leave, the Fatah will take Tel Aviv." 

Not one woman or child was evac
uated from a border settlement. Every 
woman was defending her kibbutz. 
This was survival. 

This year, I returned to Kfar Rup
pin during the cease-fire. The women 
no longer looked exhausted ; the small 
children still slept underground . There 
were sti ll Fatah infiltrators crossing 
the Jordan, and shells fell despite the 
ceasefire. The women and children 
still raced through the trenches to the 
bunkers when the alarm went off. But 
now the older children were allowed 
to sleep above ground for the first 
time in more than three years. 

A 13-year-old-girl said, "It feels 
good to wake up with the sun shining 
in your face." 

The kibbutzim were shaped by 
women hungering for roots. They 
came to the kibbutz to rebuild the 
land and rebuild themselves. 

In the early days of the kibbutz, 
fifty years ago, the young women 
broke with their past. Eagerly, they 
sacrificed individual comforts for the 
common good. The dream was com
plete social, economic and sex equal
ity. Women were to be emancipated. 
They had to prove they were strong, 
free and independent, just as men. 
They drained malarial swamps-and 
many di ed of malaria. They dug irri
gation canals. They ripped up rocks. 
They ploughed the arid soil and 
planted fruit trees and barnyard crops 
where for centuries there had been 
not a blade of grass. Deliberately, 
they rejected the comforts of middle
class life. One room. A bed. A crude 
table. No cosmetics. Build against 
time. This is the adventure and the 
romance. Build for history. Build for 
survival. This is the regeneration of a 
nation . 

Gradually the woman in the kibbutz 
learned that she could rebuild the 
Jewish land and still be feminine. She 
~ till worked in the vineyards and the 
fields, but she no longer felt it was 
demeaning to work in the ki tchen, the 
sewing room and the children' quar
ters. She hung curtains on her win
dows and pictures on her walls. She 
put a gay spread on her bed and 
planted roses and anemones in her 
garden. Surreptitiously, she began to 
visit a beauty parlor on her trips to 
town. 

On Friday night, she transformed 
the kibbutz. She set the wooden tables 
in the communal dining room with 
fresh white cloths . The smell of fr sh
ly baked Sabbath bread fi lled the air. 

After dinner, she relaxed while the 
children of the kibbutz sang songs and 
recited verses from their favorite 
poets. 

Now her day is fu ll with work, 
hours of relaxed play with her chil
dren, and in the evening, she rests or 
reads, listens to the radio or watches 
television- "The Forsyte Saga" was 
a rage in Israel. She goes to movies in 
the kibbutz, meetings, discussion, 
plays and concerts. The best actors 
and musicians come to the kibbutzim 
to perform; she listens to the Israel 
Philharmonic Orchestra or watches 
the Habimah National Theatre or 
other repertory companies perform. 
Her evening may end with communal 
singing, and the high-spirited joining 
of hands in the hora, the national folk 
dance, going round and round, fas ter, 
more breathless, until she fa lls into her 
chair, exhausted and exuberant. 

Her education begins at two with 
nursery school. Israel had a Headstart 
program long before it became popu
lar in America. At five, she enters 
kindergarten and at six elementary 
school, which is free and compulsory 
for every child, Jew and Arab alike. 

At fifteen, she joins Gadna, a scout 
organization where she goes on long 
hikes and learns the geography and 
history of the Holy Land . The Bible 
is her guide. 

At eighteen, she joins the army for 
a twenty-mon th stint. She is taught to 
use light weapons for defense. Most of 
her work is in non-combatant service. 
She may be a radio operator, a com
puter programmer, an electronics 
technician, a communications officer, 
or a secretary. She may work in a 
border village as a fa rmer. 

Often she becomes a teacher while 
sh does her army service. Any Is-



The contnutlng roles of women in Israel Me shown 
b11 these women paratroopers (top) preparing to 
fump during the Annual Paratrooper Da11 and b11 
these women members of kibbutzim (bottom, left 
and right), participating m regular actWfties. 



raeli soldier who has not completed 
elementary school or is a newcomer 
who has not learned Hebrew must at
tend the army's Mickey Marcus 
School in Haifa at the end of his army 
service. There, in a three-month crash 
program, he gets the equivalent of 
eight years of elementary school. The 
teachers and the pupils are all eigh
teen to twenty. The teachers, all girl 
soldiers, are high school graduates ; 
the soldiers are a living roll call of 
many of the towns from which Jews 
have come into Israel- Baghdad, 
Casablanca, Tunis, Cairo, Bombay, 
Sana in Yemen and cities behind the 
Iron Curtain. 

Since its birth in 1948, Israel has 
taken in a million and a half new im
migrants. Nearly six hundred thou-

sand were Jews who had come from 
Arab lands in a kind of reciprocal 
though involuntary exchange for the 
six hundred thousand Arab refugees. 
The Jews from North Africa and 
Moslem lands now make up sixty per 
cent of Israel's population. 

Israel's women are the pivotal force 
in the country's determination to 
absorb these newcomers and bridge 
the gap between the different cultures. 
Regular women teachers as well as 
the army soldier-teachers teach school 
in the frontier towns where many of 
the new immigrants live. 

Young women teachers stand before 
classrooms of children whose parents 
have come from some 79 lands with 
79 different cultures. Many of the 
problems they face have striking simi
larities with the problems women in 
the United States face in integrating 
new migrants from Puerto Rico and 
the rural South into New York and 
other Northern cities. 

There is the difficulty of language. 
Hebrew may be as strange to a child 
who has come from Algeria or Libya 
as English is to a child from Puerto 
Rico. In both countries, Israel and the 
US, women must teach the language 
of the land as a second language. 
Often the children have to teach their 
parents to speak and read and write 
the strange tongue. 

The women of Israel are doctors 
and judges and members of the 
Knesset (the Parliament ). They are 
musicians and writers, actresses and 
dress designers, diplomats, architects, 
artists , bookkeepers, waitresses, statis
ticians, housewives- they run the 
whole gamut of women's experience. 

In a pioneer country such as Israel, 
woman suffrage is self-evident. Wom
en vote at the age of eighteen. Eleven 
women were elected to the first Knes
set. 
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ia and frica, Israeli worn n 
ar working with men, teaching the 
men and women of newly developing 
land what th y have learned through 
trial and error. From Africa and ia, 
nur e , te. cher , ocial workers, wom-
n 1 ader come to Israel to tudy, to 

m t th ir worn n counterpart and 
t. ke back to their countrie ' hat th 
ha e learned from the worn n of I -
rael. 

On the horizon of I rael , a new 
woman ha emerged, molded by the 
country's climate and landscape and 
hi tory, ecure in her love of life, 
read to defend her land, to help ab-
orb new immigrant and to build to

ward the future when peace will come 
to the liddle East. • 
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Caribbean 

rlJe Cbanca.\n~ 
Caribbea\\ 

Grace Pilgrim 
and Marlene Cuthbert 

T HE CARIBBEAN, especially the ap-
proximately fifteen main English

speaking islands, is changing, These 
islands have progressed from colonial 
status to independence or associated 
statehood. Traditionally, women have 
not played a major role in the political 
scene, due mainly to social attitudes. 
But there is no law which prevents 
women from being involved in politics 
and currently women occupy several 
important positions, such as governor, 
president of the Senate, cabinet min-
isters, senators. If more women went 
into politics they could use their in
flu ence to help end corruption. Said 
the Barbados Advocate (November 
22, 1968 ) : "There is a great deal of 
social legislation that only a woman 
can talk about with intelligence and 
feeling ." 

Caribbean women need to break 
with the tradition of allowing men 
to run the political scene, not only by 
running for office but by raising thefr ... _._....I 



voices as responsible citizens. They 
must not underestimate themselves. A 
comm nt by the Business and Profes
sional Women in Britain is probably 
aptly applied to many Caribbean 
women : "One reason why women 
continue to be treated as second class 
citizens is because in their heart that 
is what th y want to be." Undoubted
ly silence is the path of least resistance , 
but it is not the path of progress. 

In the realm of the economy women 
participate at most levels in the arib
bean, especially in the labor for e. As 
the islands become more industrialized 
women arc found in greater numbers 
in industry. Traditionally, women 
have fom1ecl a considerable part of 
the agricultural labor force. 

The principle of equal pay for equal 
work has not always been applied in 
the private sector, though it has be n 
accepted in theory. Another inequali
ty exists with regard to the income 

which discriminates against 

married working women who must 
acid their income to their husband's. 

Economic progress must be accom
panied by social progress. Most 
Caribbean governments have develop
ment plans for better housing, better 
schools, etc. But there is a gr a t back
log of poverty, illiteracy, malnutrition 
and socia l ills to eradica te, especially 
in the smaller islands, b fore any 
progress is made at all. 

In many islands there are some wel
fa re services available, such as clay 
nurseries which permit mothers to 
leave their children in safe hands 
while at work. But too many wage
eaming mothers have to leave their 
children with older children, grand
parents, or sometimes no on . vVomen 
in the Caribbean need to press for 
and assist in providing more day care 
and play centers for children. Another 
urgent need is for special education 
programs for young mothers in child 
care, child psychology, nutrition and 
family planning. 

Women must also work to change 
laws which discriminate against il
legitimate children and unmarried 
mothers. More provision needs to be 
made for adoption and foster care of 
homeless children. People need to be 
educated to the value of providing a 
home for children rather than leaving 
them in an institution. 

fany types of educa tion are needed 
-continuing education for young 
adults, remedial education for the 
thousands of school dropouts; voca
tional training for the school-leavers 
who have not had this opportunity in 
school. We need the ideas and ideal
ism of youth, and they are willing to 
take action, as the growth of Black 
Power has shown. 

In some is lands Fami ly Planning 
Associations have been established 
since the 1950's. But other islands still 
have no such association. There are, 
on the other hand, many women's 
groups in the islands: the YWCA, Red 

These 
Jamaican 
women are 
shown at a 
ceremony 
celebrating 
independence. 

Cross, Soroptomists, Toastmistresses , 
church Fellowships and leagues. But 
not enough women are conscious of 
the need to be full y involved. Only a 
Few women serve on governing boards 
of schools. 

In 1970 many of these women's 
groups came together in the Carib
bean in one group known now as the 
Caribbean Women's Association
CARIW A. The aim of CARIW A is "to 
promote understanding and unity 
among Caribbean women in pursuit 
of their common objectives." The ob
jectives of CARIWA cover four main 
areas in which women need to ex
ercise a more active role : politics, 
economics, social and community 
work, and education. One goal is also 
to encourage the growth of commu
nity solidarity, a spirit of self-help, 
and the development of economic co
operative programs, and "to protect 
and defend the interests of Caribbean 
womanhood and the general interest 
of all persons." 

More specifically, CARIWA hopes 
to b an information channel to 
schools, trade unions and other organ
izations on vocational guidance and 
conditions of employment, to have re
search projects on areas of regional 
concern , to encourage more inter
change and exchange projects within 
the region, to work toward adult edu
cation, to encourage governments to 
ratify the convention on Human 
Rights and other agreements which 
are protective of woman labor. 

But most important is the encour
agement of local groups and individ
uals to be involved and assume re
sponsibility for the progress of wom
en in the Caribbean. 

Miss Pilgrim, a nurse, is chairman of 
the National Organization of Women of 
Barbados and president of the Business 
and Professional Wom en's Club. Mrs . 
Cuthbert is chairman of the Ecwnenical 
Consultation of Carribbean Women 011 

their Role in Church and Society. 
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Latin America 

"The majority of Brazilian women still live at the outer fringe of the social 
and political events most important in their own time and country." 

T o UNDERSTAND THE SITUATION of 
women in Brazil today, it is 

neces ary to reconstruct our coloniza
tion. Beginning in earnest in 1530, 
the Portuguese occupied Brazil's 
coastline and gradually transplanted 
their entire cultural system from the 
Iberian Peninsula to Brazil-without 
the slightest consideration for the 
indigenous culture found here. 

A great number of colonizers set
tled here without their families , with 
the intention of returning to their 
homeland as soon as they had become 
wealthy. Upon arriving in Brazil, 
they created illegal ties with Indian 
women and later with egro slaves. 
Their prejudices were, in large part, 
suppressed because of the necessity 
they felt for female companionship 
and for a sexual relationship as com
pensation for the rugged pioneer life. 

Even the Roman Catholic Church 
closed its eyes to the scandals, and 
in small towns then in existence there 
wa no less tolerance regarding these 
alliances . Such an attitude toward 
men-women relationships had very 
important consequences in the evolu
tion of Brazilian society and in the 
life-style of women. It explains, in 
part, why the woman's inferior status 
endures, principally in the rural fam
ily, where she was always selected 
for marriage through the man's deci
sion. Only the man's interests were 
taken into account. 

The exceptions were rare; they in
volved the union of women from a 

The author is professor of sociology at 
Ponti£cal University, Rio de Janeiro. Kae 
Lewis translated the article. 

high social and economic situation 
with men of less prestige. In this 
way women imposed their authority 
and social superiori ty on the large 
plantations, on the estates, in the 
towns, and many melted into history 
as real matriarchs. But most Brazilian 
women had an inferior status in mar
riage. This inferiority was nurtured 
through Catholic traditions that re
served a secondary position for the 
woman and, thus, a subordinate role 
in family relationships. 

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 
In the twentieth century industrial

ization began profound modillcations 
in the roles of the woman. She began 
working with men in industrial jobs, 
in retail trade and in public firms . 
With all this, her entry into private 
business is relatively recent, and until 
about the last World War, this type 
of position was viewed with reserve 
except for women linked to business 
through family ties. 

The number of women who held 
paying jobs before 1950 was ex
tremely low. Gradually women con
centrated on activities linked to their 
traditional functions : teaching, nurs
ing, primary manufacturing, sewing 
and for the lower classes, domestic 
work or jobs as servants and janitors. 
Women worked with men in produc
tion, but still did not compete as 
rivals or equals. They were generally 
occupied with activities considered 
improper for or beneath the capacity 
of men. 

With the surge of development 
through which Brazil passed in the 

fifties, there was a fem inine invasion 
into all those sectors of work and 
education traditionally reserved for 
men-medicine, architecture, engi
neering, scientilic research , finance 
and public relations. After the '50's 
there was no economic activity women 
had not tried to penetrate. 

While these changes marked a true 
revolution, married women especially 
still felt the weight of an archaic set 
of laws . Civil marriage law locked 
the woman into a state of complete 
dependency on and inferiority to her 
husband. The married woman who 
wanted to work outside her home 
needed the express authorization of 
her husband (and this authorization 
could be rescinded at a moment's 
notice). She could not open or use 
a bank ac ount without her hus
band's consent, though he was allowed 
to do as he pleased. Neither was 
the woman allowed to travel outside 
the country wi thout her husband's 
written authorization in her passport, 
nor if she became widowed, was she 
allowed to keep her children if she 
remarried. In many aspects she was 
equated with our indigenous popula
tion, minors, and the incapacitated. 

After a large campaign spearheaded 
by several pioneers in defense of 
women's rights and by some en
lightened politicians, the civil laws 
related specifically to women were 
reform ed in 1962. From then on, 
women were recognized with a cer
tain equality (not yet total ) in rela
tion to their husbands, although cer
tain legal principles inherited from 
the Middle Ages endure. One exam-



pie is Article 219, Paragraph IV, 
which states that a marriage con
tract may be annulled if the bride has 
lost her virginity prior to her wedding 
night. 

PARTICIPATION IN POLITICS 
For more than 50 years the Bra

zilian woman has been part of the 
working force outside her home, but 
even so, her political activity did not 
experience parallel growth. Since 
politics was considered a subject "for 
men only" any great interest shown 
by women was condemned as a sign 
of "masculinity." 

The liberal revolutionary move
ment of 1930 turned against the power 
of the old landlords and awarded 
women the right to vote-almost as 
a given-even before women them
selves were organized to fight in de
fense of their rights. Thus women 
lost a significant opportunity to unite 
fo r a conscious look at their actual 
social and political situation. 

The fight for the vote had existed 
since the end of World War I, car
ried forth by only a handful of lucid 
and combative women. Among them 
it is especially fitting to remember 
the name of scientist Bertha Lutz, 
a true pioneer in every campaign for 
women's rights. In spite of their dedi
cation, this small group never man
aged to mobilize female public opin
ion, restricting their action to political 
battles. Lack of popular response in 
support of the feminist cause was con
tinually due to the social marginaliza
tion of the Brazilian woman. 

Since women gained the right to 
vote ( 1934) , their participation in 

voting in elections (which have been 
historically irregular ) has been neg
ligible. When women hold office, it 
is usually a reflection of the political 
prestige of the father, husband, or 
some powerful family figure who finds 
in the woman a way of prolonging his 
power through a political puppet. 

Although the number of women 
voters in urban centers generally 
equals the number of men voters, 
their legislative representation is 
slight. Take the state of Guanabara 
as an example. It has long been con-

sidered one of the most enlightened 
political nuclei in the country, hav
ing been the seat of the Federal Gov
ernment until 1960. Elections were re
cently held there and in every state of 
the union. Among 235 candidates for 
the State Legislative Assembly were 
eleven women; the government party 
elected one woman and the opposi
tion party, three. For the Federal 
Assembly there were no women can
didates, just as at no time has a 
woman demanded a seat as Senator. 
N ver have we had a female Min-



Widely differing roles of women in Brazil ore shown by (opposite page) 
Dr. Bertha Lutz (being interviewed by the author), who at seventy-six is still 

active in many organizations working for women 's rights, and (below) 
this woman from Bahia who sells food specialities of that 

state on the streets of Rio de Janeiro . 



The increasing participation of women in Brazilian society is shou;n both by the increasing number of 
women entering universities (below) and workin g in industry (op posite page). These applicants takin g 
university entrance exams are among thousands applyin g; the tests had to be given in a huge soccer sta
dium . Th e women workers are employed in a cigarPNe fa ctory where the ma;ority of w orkers are tcom 
en; they are favored because of the delicate nature of the work . 

ister of State, Judge of the Supreme 
Federal Tribune, State Governor, or 
any other position considered more 
elevated in the hierarchy of federal 
power. 

THE WORKING WOMAN 
Among working class women par

ticipation in union life is likewise 
minimal. In the cigarette, footwear 
and garment industries, where they 
are a majority, unionized women 
rarely occupy leadership posts. 

The participation of women in in
dustry is relatively slight. In part this 
reflects the country's slow pace in 
the area of industrial development. 
The majority of women who migrate 
continuously from the interior rural 
areas to seek work in the cities find 
themselves forced to look for jobs as 
domestics or become involved in un
productive commerce (beauty salons, 
saleswomen, etc.) if they are not first 
forced to prostitution or begging. 

Data from the Ministry of Work 
indicates that only 16.2 percent of all 
industrial workers are women. In com
merce and professions, the figure rises 
to 21.4 percent. There are no statistics 
for agriculture. 

In the state of Sao Paulo, the most 
developed area of the country, the 
participation of women in the produc
tive sector is much greater than in 
any other part of Brazil. Women rep
resent 28 percent of the persons em
ployed, very near the percentage of 
women registered in more advanced 
countries. But in the state of Guana
bara, second in the country in per 
capita income and where Rio de 
Janeiro is located, only 50,731 out of 
318,335 industrial workers ( 16 per
cent) are of the feminine sex. Of 
346,958 workers in commerce, only 
61,136 are women. 
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Although women have moved rap
idly onto all rungs of the professional 
ladder in both private enterprise and 
public service, rarely does a woman 
hold an executive position of real im
portance. Female colleagues are the 
first to dissuade her from asserting 
leadership. Although economically 
emancipated, such women still show 
signs of dependence and inferiority in 
relation to men. 

The Brazilian woman sees hersell 
• as a "usurper" of masculine roles and 

profess ions and therefore asks no 
more than a place as a modest, dis
creet helpmate ready to perform rou
tine and dull tasks, meanwhile re
serving honors and prestige for men. 

"A WOMAN'S PLACE" 
Mentally, the Brazilian woman has 

riot yet liberated herseU from the ideal 
image that a masculine society has 
attributed to her in the past. She 
continues believing that her place-
through destiny or divine will- is the 
home: the kitchen, the ironing board, 
the children's room. The single wom
an dreams of the day when her "rich 
Prince Charming" will appear to 
pluck her from the working world and 
set her upon the domestic altar. The 
married working woman dreams of an 
improvement in her husband's eco
nomic situation which would enable 
her to return to her household from 
which she "ought never to have gone 
forth." 

In recent years, principally in more 
developed urban centers (Sao Paulo, 
Rio de Janeiro, Porto Alegre) upper
middle class and upper-class women 
have begun to perceive that their 
domestic environment greatly limits 
their outlook on life. Work oppor
tunities for women with some pro
fessional competence have improved 

greatly, gradually placing them on 
an equal footing with men. The priv
ileges which only the working woman 
possesses ( freedom from a routine 
schedule and domestic chores, a circle 
of friends independent from her hus
band ) act as strong forces of attrac
tion. All these fac tors have induced 
women who never otherwise would 
have thought of productive work to 
seek a lucrative and interesting pro
fession. 

In the interior of the country, the 
idea is still firmly upheld that work 
"on the street" is for men or for 
socially downtrodden women. For the 
average middle-class woman home is 
still the favored place; marriage, the 
most desired goal; and caring for the 
husband and children, the most ideal 
occupation. And thus be it! 

The majority of Brazilian women 
still live at the outer fringe of the 
social and political events most im
portant in their own time and coun
try. Except for a minori ty whose status 
can be compared to that of their sis
ters in more advanced countries, the 
Brazilian woman has only partially 
freed herself from the shackles of the 
past. Many times she has been re
pressed through her own default. 
Deep down, this still underdeveloped 
woman wants the man to continue to 
make all decisions marking the destiny 
of human society. She wishes to be 
governed or at least oriented by the 
"big boss," the leader, the husband, 
the fa ther. She believes that she has no 
other worthwhile contribution to give 
-or better still-that she has indeed 
a significant contribution : to bear 
children, preferably of the masculine 
sex, so that they can continue gov
erning the world. • 



Ana E. Dominguez 

MEXICAN WOMEN range from most 
traditional to very modern; we be
long to a transitional society. The 
variety creates a mosaic but the tra
ditional group is a majority. 

A well-known Mexican psychia
trist recently pub I ished some studies 
on a " normal group of children" 
focused on their acceptance and 
nonacceptance of femininity. He 
describes two types of girls' be
havior : the one accepting her femi 
ninity is not very intelligent, inter
ested in her looks, gracious, kisses 
and pets everybody; she is easily 
dominated by stronger characters 
and admires her father who is the 
man of the house ; her mother be
haves in a similar way. The gir l w ho 
does not accept her femininity has a 
high IQ, is very clever, independent, 
not easy to dominate; her mother is 
a professional, intellectual type ; in 
a word she has personal ity and is 
able to think. The description of the 
characteristics of both girls reflects 
very well the feminine stereotypes in 
the Mexican mind. 

The idea of incompetence and in
capacity to think is so genera li zed 
that even intellectua ls subscribe to 
it. Even those w ho are promoting 
women cannot avoid wea ring the 
same glasses. 

To understand these co ncepts, 
one has to search in the historical , 
psychological and social develop
ment of the feminine image in 
Mexico. 

Starting with Ind ian society, 
women were dependent but treated 
with a certain dignity and respect. 
This deteriorated w hen the con
querors came and took Indi ans as 
their mistresses and seco nd w ives
regardless of their si ngle o r married 
condition. Through these uni ons 
women were in a better position 
than Indian men, and even when 
they were considered as slaves, had 
more privileges. Men reacted very 
negatively against this historical fact 
and have attacked women si nce 
then. 

A "N ICE AND FEMININE WOM
AN" is a quiet, obedient and swee t 
se rvant, never daring to exp ress dis
agreement. This is the model girls 
are educated to and thei r formation 
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at home, school , church and society 
is such that at the end it isn ' t hard 
to accept oneself as a dependent, 
indecisive and insecure being. For 
such a girl it is almost impossible to 
accept responsibilities or to con
sciously participate in politics, soci 
ety building or anything else. Ac
cording to this evaluation, women 
have nothing to do outside the 
home. 

Their low educational level makes 
it worse. In a recent poll trying to 
draw Mexican women 's profiles, 
79.6 percent of the sample had gone 
to school for less than ten years 
and 60 percent of them hadn ' t fin 
ished elementary education . Since 
woman 's role is to be fulfilled only 
through maternity, why should a 
girl develop her intellectual gifts? 
Paradoxically women are almost en
tirely responsi ble for children 's edu
cation . 

This poor schooling doesn ' t ne
cessarily mean that girls wouldn ' t 
like to get an education, but rather 
that their housekeeping duties or 
lack of money prevents them from 
studying. It is notorious though that 
the few who are given schooling 
opportunities, according to the Na
tional University Statistics Depart
ment, show much more interest in 
studies than boys, get better marks 
and a higher percentage finish their 
requirements for degrees. 

In almost any society women are 
tradition keepers and so they are in 
Mexico-transmitting to their chil
dren the old patterns and trying to 
keep them as much as possible . 
Sometimes this rea ches extremes, 
for example the idea that a good 
Mexican woman is submissive to 
the point that to be beaten by her 
husband is acceptable and to bear 
this treatment is one of the wife 's 
duties. Or the idea that the more 
children you have-no matter one's 
health or economic possibilities
the better male or female you are. 
HAVING CHILDREN as a means to 
confirm masculinity or femininity 
creates social problems like " single 
mothers" and illegitimacy. It has 
been stated that at least 40 percent 
of the children born in Mexico City 
are illegitimate. 

Mothers, single as well as married, 
are to take care of and educate 
young children by themselves. It 
seems that, especially for boys, 
being under feminine rul e during 
formative yea rs, without an appro
priate masculine image around, 
causes the development of a com
plicated psychological mechanism 
which is a mixture of insecurity and 
revenge against women . This reac
tion is expressed later on as " ma
chismo"-a superior, dominating 
and very often sadistic relationship 
of male toward female-the sym
bolic domination of those who were 
dominated, co rrected and punished 
during early childhood. 

Machismo is also defined as the 
male's tendency to prove his mas
culinity. A " macho" has to try almost 

everything to convince everybody, 
but mainly himself, how mascul ine 
he is. This attitude reflects a des
perate search fo r the meaning of 
masculinity. 

In keeping the traditional pattern 
women are unconsciously perpetu
ating many problems, like machismo, 
irresponsible paternity, illegitimacy 
and all types of discrimination . But 
feminine behavior is quite under
standable when there is no other 
path but to stay in such a soc ial en
vironment. To get rid of the image 
given by the brain -washi ng suffered 
for centuries means overcoming a 
lot of pressures and prejudices, 
fighting against fami ly and friends. 

YOUNG WOMEN are accomplish
ing the enterprise. Better preparation 
opportu nities at eve ry leve l of hu
man development are helping 
women acquire a more critical con
sciousness which helps them take 
new respon sible participation in a 
serious way. 

Women are combining new values 
and a lot of cou rage to change the 
mentality. They do it through many 
different efforts, like a consultation 
on Mexican women 's problems held 
some months ago by a group of 
young Roman Catho li c girls. Some 
of the factors retarding women's de
velopment mentioned there were: 
lack of confidence in women 's ca
pacities, social overevaluation of 
men that produ ces inferiority com
plexes of women, and the attitudes 
of most institutions toward women, 
starting with the Roman Catholic 
Church's traditional antifeminism. 

Th ere are many othe r activit ies in 
the line of the " co ncientization" of 
women. Maybe the efforts are not so 
well organized but somehow a new 
atmosphere is provided for women 
to reevaluate their ro le and to exe r
cise their rights to think and to ex
press themselves, to work and to 
participate in the construction of a 
better society to which we all , 
women and men , belong. • 

Ana Dominguez is a biochemis try instructo r 
at the Un ive rsity of M ex ico . A Methodist 
engaged in ecumenica l projects, she is 
acti ve in the Mexican women's movement. 



Songs of Zambia 



The songs are from Women in Zambia, by Edith Dahlschen 
(National Education Company of Zambia, Ltd., Lusaka, 1970) 

Kupula kuvava ngati ungaryanga waka 
Ncembele e e e 

Mwana wamunyako para wakulira mutole ubabe 
Ncembele e e e 

Ulimbile wako wa cizungu cino ukamnonenku 
Ncembele e e e 

Pounding is tiring. 
I would rather be eating than pounding. 

Oh women 
If you see another woman 's child crying, 
Don't neglect it-go to care for it. 

Oh women 
You modern woman without a child , 
Go to care for other women's children , 
You cannot wait for your own-it will never come. 

Oh women 

Timbuka pounding song 



Kyeseke kana sakutwa 
Kyeseke kana sakutwa sana 
Kyeseke kana sakutwa telela. 

Kyesekeyo nakitwanga 
Kyesekeyo nakitwanga sana 
Kyesekeyo nakitwanga telela . 

Mumuji wama banana 
Mumuji wama banana sana. 
Mumuji wama banana telela . 

Mabele saka hankanka 
Mumome bitwa kamwale. 
Ba mama basa bakana 
Mwanani iyi mucheche 
Waluba kuteka meme 
Wayuka kutwa maluku 
Nakoma naba rubemo 
Balume sanga baila 
Nayuka bakeya kesha 
Balume kebe tukane 
Kebasake bakapenta 
Nakebo kubwela kwetu . 

Let me try to pound. 

Let me try to pound the way I used to. 

My village has many bananas. 

When my breasts were firm 
Young men looked at me 
To watch me poundina. 
My mother sent them away, 
" My child, you are still youfll, 
You don't know yet how 
You only know how to 
I am grown up now 
Since my husband 
I think he will 
My husband is dWIDftl .. cJft!kW 
He likes street 
I want to go 



Teeleza, mwan'a ka, ni ku laele 
Ona koo ko ya u tiise lubasi lwa munn'a hao 
Lutimbo lu maswe, Lusebo lu maswe ku ba manyalo 
Muta ni ta shwa u ta ni nahana 
Makete, mwan'a ka, Ku fiyela mwa ndu ki nto ya niti 
Mikeke ya hao, Libyana za hao u no Ii tapisa 
Ki bona bupilo bwa kwa manyalo. 

Listen to my advice, my child ; 
The marriage you are going to enter 
Requires you to respect your husband 's family. 
Hatred is very bad . 
It is also bad to gossip about your husband 's family . 
When I die, you will remember me and my advice. 
Tidiness is very important, 
Keep yo ur hu sband's cloth clean, 
Dishes and household utensils should be clean also, 
Do not forget to sweep your house ; 
These are the responsibilities of a married woman . 

lozi folk song 
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Argentina 
Lucho ... 
... por una idea; 
n por una doctrina . 
Por una pi dra ; 
no por un pala io. 
Por una semilla ; 
no po r un arbol. 
Por un fcono; 
no por una cated ral. 
Por una go ta de angre ; 
no por la de un ejercito. 
Po r un resq ui cio azul ; 
no por un ielo. 

Virg inia Rodas 

I fight 
... for an idea ; 
not for a doctrine. 
For a stone, 
not for a pala e. 
For a se d ; 
not for a tree. 
For an icon ; 
not for a cathedral. 
For a drop of blood; 
not for the blood of an army. 
For a patch of blue ; 
not for a sky. 

From Habra Un Dia Y O tros Poemas, by 
Virginia Rodas. (Edito ri al Plus Ultra, Bueno' 
A ires, 1968) Rep rint d with perm" ion . 

La Mujer Fatal 

Dedico este poema a la vi da, 
a sus veci nos, al panadero, al ca rn icero, 
al bodeguero, 
a la primera, segunda y terce ra pe rsonas 
del Singular, en el Presente de lndi cativo 

i06nde vive ella? iD6nde es ta la muj er, 
d6nde el marido ? 

Averigue su paradero por tasmanos. No fue faci l. 
Su madre le busc6 esposo, le compr6 la feli ci dad 
en un estanquillo como se compra una revista. Ella 
es obra de la casualidad y de la vieja. Entonces 
prefiri6 la deshonra. Ahora calla. j Pobre ! 

Caballero, iusted sabe lo que es comerse un cabl e? 
iNo? Pregunteselo a ella . 
El marido nunca afront6 la si tua ci6n. Le emba rgaron 
los muebles de la sala y paulatinamente se fue 

quedando sola, 

ella y la soledad, ella y un unr co arm ari o, 
ella y los ganchos de pelo, ell a y una fl o r de papel, 
ella y la puerta, ella y la araria del techo, 
ella y el co rtinaje flor ido de su pelo, 
ella, deshecha, postrado el rostro en la pacien cia . 

Yo vivf en su barrio, 
conozco la historia, la rebeld fa y f inalmente 
el divorcio. 
Ella ten fa toda la raz6n . 

Belk is Cuza M ale 
From Cuban Poetry 1959-1966 (Book In
stitute/ Havana, 1967). 

An Ill-Fated Woman 

dedicate thi s poem to life, 
To the neighbo rs, to the baker, 
to the butcher, 
To the grocer, 
To the fi rst, seco nd and third perso n 
Si ngular of the Present Indi ca tive . 

W here does she live? Where's the woma n, 
where 's her husband? 

I learned her whereabouts through others. It wasn ' t easy. 
Her mother sought her a husband, bought her happiness 
Off a scand , just as one buys a magazine. She 
Is the work of chan ce and the old lady. Then 
She preferred dishonor. Now she keeps quiet. Poo r gi rl ! 

Mister, do you know what it is to be busted? 
No? Ask her. 
Her husband never faced the situation . They put a w;it 
O n the living-room fu rn iture and slowly and surely 
She was left there alone, she and loneliness, 
She and one wardrobe closet, 
She and the hairpins, she and a paper fl ower, 
She and the door, she and the chandelier, 
She and the handsome drapery of her hair, 
She, ruined , her meek face taking it patientl y. 

I lived in her neighborhood . 
I know the sto ry, the rebellion and finally 
The d ivo rce. 
She was entirely in the right. 

Translated by Angela Boyer 
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THE 
BITTERNESS 

HAS BEEN 
SPOKEN Rhea 

Whitehead 

I N TRADITIONAL CHINA girls had 
little status. Educational oppor

tunities were almost nil, rights in mar
riage non-existent. Wang Lung, the 
peasant in Pearl Buck's novel The 
Good Earth, lay in bed early on his 
wedding day thinking of the woman 
coming to his house. Never again 
would he have to rise summer and 
winter at dawn to light the fire. He 
could lie in his bed and wait. And if 
the woman wearied there would be 
her children to light the fire, the 
many children she would bear him. 
And grandsons were coming, grand
sons, grandsons, grandsons! 

The woman was a work horse and 
a child bearer whose only security 
was found in the future of her son. 
She might eventually become the 
head of the household as a grand
mother and widow, but story after 
story tells of personally humiliating 
and emotionally disturbing earlier 
years. Suicides were not uncommon. 

Today writers in People's China 
say, "Women of Mao Tse Tung's era 
are equals of men!" How has such a 
change come about? Has the woman 
of China really shed her traditional 
role? Is she "liberated"? What is her 
view of happiness and life-purpose? 
How does her quest for equality re
semble or differ from that of her 
American sisters? 

Beginnings of Struggle 
The first open challenge to the sub

ordination of women came in 1898 
when leaders of a short-lived reform 

Rhea Whitehead is a missionary of the 
United Church of Christ seconded to the 
China Program of the National Council of 
Churches in Hong Kong. 
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movement advocated education and 
unbound fee t for women. In 1911 the 
Republican revolution again pro
moted women's rights. Later, one of 
the slogans of the May 4th movement 
of 1919 was "Down with the human
devouring ritualistic tradition" mean
ing those fam ily conflicts that ended 
in the death of the wife. In the twen
ties women became political workers 
for both the Kuomintang ( National
ist ) and Communist parties . A new 
generation of women appeared who 
had gone to schools, many sponsored 
by Christian missions; occupational 
opportunities for women in the urban 
areas began to develop. 

Women's participation in the anti
Japanese struggle ( 1937-45 ) fur
thered the politicization of the wom
en's movement. The terrors of war 
and the gradual weakening of the 
Kuomintang along with efforts by the 
Communists turned many women to
ward the left. The Communists saw in 
the women of China one of the larges t 
groups of disinherited people in the 
world. A systematic effort was made 
to recruit and organize them, espe
cially in the countryside. Claims to 
rights for women were coupled with 
the demand to sacrifice for nation 
building. New feelings of pride and 
hope began to replace the pain and 
anguish of life for Chinese women. 

The People's Republic 
In 1949 the Communists came to 

power with the inauguration of the 
People's Republic of China. A new 
marriage law was put into effect on 
May 1, 1950, which did not introduce 
a totally new concept of marriage, but 
ra ther extended to a larger propor
tion of the population rights already 
enjoyed by the urban intelligentsia. 
The law was progressive judged by 
any standards. Bigamy, concubinage, 
child betrothal and exaction of gifts 
-all part of the feudal marriage sys
tem-were prohibited. Marriage 
would henceforth be based on the 
complete willingness of both parties. 
Husband and wife were seen as equal 
partners in the home, "du ty bound to 
love, respect, assist and look after each 
other, to live in harmony, engage in 
productive work, to care for the chil
dren and to strive jointly for the wel
fare of the family and for the building 
up of the new society." \Vomen 
gained equal rights in holding prop
erty, an important step forward . Di
vorce was to be granted when hus-

band and wife both desired it. If 
just one partner insisted on divorce, 
it was to be granted only after media
tion attempts had fa iled and the case 
had been reviewed by a court. 

Guidelines were spelled out, but the 
task not finished . The process of mak
ing women outside the major urban 
centers aware of their rights con
tinued. In a country with a huge 
population and vast area, which in 
1950 had widespread illiteracy and 
poor communications, old patterns 
wou ld not di e quickly. The campaign 
to change the status of women in
cluded newspaper articles, broadcasts, 
plays about the marriage law and how 
it affected peop le's lives, as well as 
"speak bitterness" meetings in which 
women publicly aired complaints 
aga inst husbands and families. "Dar
ing to speak out" was in itself a revo
lution . 

In the fifteen years between 1950 
and 1965 many forces combined to 
help women overthrow male domina
tion, one of the four chains of Mao 
Tsetung's 1927 list which also in
cluded political, clan and religious 
authority. "Build socialism" women 
were exhorted. "To gain emancipation 
you must do productive work just like 
men." Yet how could women be mo
bilized with child care and other 
domestic tasks occupying much of 
their day? One cadre's wife com
plained that she could earn only a 
small number of work points a year 
because she also had to care for the 
children, cook, gather firewood, carry 
water, make shoes, sew and mend, 
and tend the vegetable garden . A sur
vey showed that a peasant mother 
spent 131 days a year in domestic 
work and child care. 

The Great Leap Forward ( 1958-61) 
The Great Leap Forward and at

tempts to set up communes in 1958 
furth ered the emancipation of women 
with the establishment of nurseries, 
kindergartens, communal dining halls, 
and laundry service units. The sociali
zation of housework was seen as the 
way to free the great majority of 
women from dom estic toil. Where 
previously domes tic work was exalted 
as "glorious" now Engels and Lenin 
were quoted on the "petty, dirty, 
heavy and dull" nature of house
hold tasks and its "deadening, stulti
fying" effect on women. An ambi 
valence on this question remains as 
generally physical labor is glorified. 

"\Vomcn became mor<' a11d more in 
vofo <>d beyond the home. It teas ('.n i
mated that in the textile industry alone, 
.sixty per cent of tlie workers were 1com-
1· n." 



Organization of some communes on 
the basis of collective living led to 
unfounded speculation in the West 
that the family as such had altogether 
disappeared from China. The more 
radical type of communal life was 
only scattered and short-lived. But the 
greater degree of social organization 
helped the working mother. Options 
varied. Families could have a grand
parent care for small children, hire a 
helper, send their youngsters to a 
larger nursery or to a "child watching 
station," a neighborhood organized 
cooperative. One mother now living 
in Hong Kong told me recently, "With 
Liberation ( 1949) we were supposed 
to have equality, but only in the late 
fif ties did the nurseries make it pos
sible for me to have any freedom to 
join in community tasks." 

Women became more and more in
volved beyond the home. It was esti
mated that in the textile industry 
alone, sixty per cent of the workers 
were women. The peasant women had 
always worked in the fields; now 
women made up 30 to 40 per cent of 
the labor force. Education was open 
to more women and a growing num
ber of women became teachers, doc
tors and engineers. Women were also 
represented in politics and govern
ment. 

The gradual but increasing popu
larization of the use of contraceptives 
and legal abortion also contributed to 
the woman's ability to play a role out
side her family. In fact, the political 
and economic emancipation of women 
was seen as a prerequisite for success
ful implementation of planned parent
hood. The Malthusian theory that 
overpopulation is the cause of poverty 
was rejected by the Chinese Commu
nists, the case for family planning 
being based on the woman's equality, 
her right to study and participate in 
political decisions and her heightened 
social consciousness. 

The Cultural Revolution ( 1966-69) 
Mid-1966 saw the beginnings of 

the Cultural Revolution. Attacks on 
various forms of self-interest and 
elitism showed that women's emanci
pation was not yet complete. Three 
lines of criticism particularly affected 
women. 

First, the family was attacked as a 
haven for self-interest. Exhorting 
women to be concerned beyond their 
own families was not new. But now a 
spate of articles criticized women for 
remaining idle, talking only about 
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their family affairs, thinking of living 
in comfort, and restricting themselves 
to the circle of family life day and 
night. Liu Shaochi ( disgraced and in
active head of state) was attacked as 
having used all means to confine 
women to their families and spread
ing "the counter-revolutionary fallacy 
that women could do the greatest pos
sible service to the people by taking 
good care of their household chores 
and looking after their husbands." 
A report told of coal miners' wives 
who previously stayed home and did 
not take part in collective activities. It 
was only during the Cultural Revolu
tion that they adopted the motto : 
"\Ve must do our share and not hang 
around the kitchen at home." Not 
surprisingly some husbands resented 
the idea of their wives going out to 
work instead of concentrating on 
keeping their homes clean and com
fortable. Again and again families 
were exhorted to move beyond their 
own concerns and "Serve the people." 
Women should take a more active in
terest in national and world affairs as 
well as caring for husband and chil
dren. Inside each family Mao Tsetung 
should be made the household head 
and the Thoughts of Chairman Mao 
taken as the family guide rather than 
the views of any one member. 

Second, the question of the female 
sex as such was said to be irrelevant. 
How should the question of women 
be approached? The leading theo
retical journal, Red Flag, denied that 
there was a "woman's viewpoint" or a 
"man's viewpoint." All problems are 
ones of class. You have either an ad
vanced revolutionary class viewpoint 
or a declining reactionary class view
point. There is no specific women's 
conception of life and world. The 
very question of what women live for 
is improper. If one asserts that there 
are natural dulies of women or that 
women must be "women as well as 
cadres" then one sinks into the quag
mire of a bourgeois theory of human 
nature. The main vehicles used before 
the Cultural Revolution for promot
ing women's equality disappeared. 
The All China Democratic Women's 
Federation has been unheard of since 
mid-1966 and the monthly journal 
Chung-kuo Fu-nu (China's Women ) 
ceased publication at the same time. 

Third, new charges of discrimina
tion against women in work and 
Party posts were raised. From Shang
hai came the admission that women 

on committees were often regarded as 
decorati ve fixtures. Others said that 
those women who had gained leader
ship roles owed their positions to ties 
of blood and marriage. Women were 
pushed off with the comment, "Girls 
get married sooner or later." Schools 
were criticized for not accepting 
equal numbers of girl students. 

Jan Myrdal in Look February 10, 
1970 describes the Liu family from 
the Yenan hill village of Liu Ling. 

"In 1962 (Myrdal's first visit to this 
village) Liu Chen-yung (the husband ) 
had helped his wife in the house. They 
were a young couple and this had been 
considered good and progressive. Now, 
he sits at home and takes care of the 
children in the evening when she takes 
part in the brigade meeting. 

During the Cultural Revolution, the 
women had demanded that they be 
given equal opportunity of going to the 
meetings. In theory they were equal, but 
but in practice, the men le~ all the care 
of the children to them and went alone 
to the meetings. There had been some 
discussion about this demand. Many 
people said that men were not suited to 
care for the children: "They cannot 
breast feed them." But during the spring 
of 1967 the women had gotten a deci
sion adopted by the brigade that the 
women were to have the same right as 
the men to go to meetings and that the 
men had the duty to stay at home and 
care for the children when the women 
went to the meetings. 

" It is good for the men to learn to care 
for the children," she (the wife) said, 
"and it is good for the children too ." 

Post Cultural Revolution 
Recent reports indicate a growing 

expectancy by China's women that 
they will play more significant roles 
in schools, Party, industry and farm. 
Some schools became coeducational 
only after the Cultural Revolution and 
new admission criteria in some cases 
give definite quotas to the number of 
girls. Twenty per cent of the delegates 
to the Ninth Party Congress in April, 
1970 were women. One province re
ported that 20 per cent of the revolu
tionary committee seats were held by 
women and that this percentage 
would be increased. 

Models of both young and old 
women who have joined in productive 
activity are commonly presented in the 
Chinese press. An all-woman crew 
effectively mans a mountain railroad 
line. Women serve as army doctors, 
People's Liberation Army fighters, and 
make up military detachments. The 
new group of "barefoot doctors" 
( rural medics ) has a large proportion 
of women. Women are praised for 



' dis "A wife marne ht . 
like a pony boug , 
I'll ride her an4k " 

h . her as I li e. w ip 

Old Chinese saying. an 



being Party secretaries and pace
setters in industry. A 38-year-old 

hanghai turbine generator operator, 
Li Wen-Ian, "only thinks of the revo
lution and the masses ; she never 
thinks of h rself." Women have been 
honored as martyrs who gave up their 
li ves protecting people or saving state 
property. 

Kathy Mulherin in the October 5, 
1970 issue of Christianity and Crisis 
describing the struggle of American 
women for liberation says : 

(Women's Liberation means) . . . . 
"we have to begin making some changes 
in our lives. W e have to 'struggle' with 
ourselves and with our men; we have to 
resist the tendency deep in ourselves to 
make the best of the situation as it 
stands, to make relatively minor ad;ust
ments. The word 'struggle' also implies 
a deep commitment and love, but it 
points to a hard truth: at the very root 
of the relationship between a man and a 
women there must be confl ict. Other
wise the woman will never gain control 
over her life." 

What is the relationship of the ex
perience of Chinese women to their 
American sisters' experience in the 
\ Vest? Is there significance in their 
experience for us? Are there similari
ties in struggles? Differences? 

It is obvious that women of both 
America and China have fe lt ex
ploited. From the early days of the 
twentieth century to the present, Chi
nese have been taught to recall the 
bi tterness they have faced under sub
jugation. They are encouraged to 
relive their oppression, to share it with 
others, especially with the younger 
generation so that youth will continue 
in revolutionary zeal. 

Both American and Chinese women 
feel the need for ongoing struggle. 
Emancipation has not yet been 
achieved. Progress yes, but full libera
tion is fa r from fin ished. Mao Tse-tung 
Thought, with its emphasis on con
tinuing revolution against all forms of 
oppression, supports the Chinese 
women in their task. 

Yet there appear to be basic differ
ences in how the struggle is viewed . 
When American feminists speak of 
"oppression" they speak primarily of 
the oppression of male supremacy. 
The basic conflict must be in the rela
tionship behveen a man and a woman. 
Chinese women speak of continuing 
class confli ct. Women's liberation can
not be isolated from class sh·uggle. 
Teng Ying-chao (wife of Premier 
Chou En-Lai) said, "The Women's 
Liberation Movement must be closely 

linked with the movement for national 
libera tion . Isolated it will get no
where." At present black women in 
America by and large identify them
selves with the b lack movement and 
fight for their rights from within that 
movement. The Chinese si tuation is 
similar. The Chinese woman fights for 
the on-going transformation of her 
own society and identi fies her own 
liberation with the building of social
ism. Some rad ical American feminists 
believe women's lib and the struggle 
for socialism are inseparable, but most 
American women do not think in 
those terms. 

Within women's lib, American 
women talk of struggle with oneself 
and with men-struggle with oneself 
to know oneself and gain confidence; 
struggle again t all forms of male 
chauvinism. In the Chinese view the 
struggle is also with oneself but for 
the purpose of eliminating selfishness. 
Gaining control of one's life and hav
ing freedom of options is not seen as 
important as se!Bessly serving the 
people. In this giving of oneself 
comes self- fulfillment. Kathy Mul
herin at a later point in her article 
says, "We (women's lib ) will be a 
movement based on the needs of 
u;omen, on our feelings." The Chi
nese would likely say that their move
ment must be based on the needs of 
China, that personal fee lings must al
ways be second to the needs of the 
people. 

The context of the struggle of Chi
nese women for liberation is shown 
in the fo llowing quotation: 

"We (Chinese women) live for the 
purpose of making greater contributions 
to the Chinese revolution and the world 
revolu tion and for the purpose of making 
the lives of others better. Only this is the 
oreatest happiness . ... Wh en we give of 
n11 rst'lves we feel hapvy in our hearts. 
W e must be 'oxen' to the proletariat and 
mosses of the people; work for the peo
ple until we ore exhausted; work for the 
revolu tion until we die . ... After seHing 
up a philosophy of life of wholeheartedly 
serving the people, the revolution will be 
able to make proper arrangements for 
and properly solve oil household prob
lems, problems of children, problems of 
husbands." 

\Ve could wish for a chance to ask 
our Chinese sisters if the question of 
women can simply be reduced to one 
of class struggle. Will the achieve
ment of socialism really solve all prob
lems? Can the process of liberating 
women be completed as a part of 
class struggle without another strug
gle going on between men and 
women? 

And they might wish to ask if 
women's emancipation can really be 
seen separa te from the struggle 
against class oppression and the 
search for a new society. Are there 
not dimensions of our seeking libera
tion beyond the man-woman conflict? 
Why are you struggling for libera
tion? What will you do with your lives 
when you have achieved it? • 

Selections from Quotations from Chairman Mao Tsetung on Women 

A man in China is usually subjected to the domination of three sys
tems of authori ty [political authority, clan authority and religious 
authority] .... As for women, in addition to being dominated by 
these three systems of authority, they are also dominated by the men 
( the authority of the husband ) . 1927 

In order to build a great socialist society, it is of the utmost i.m
portance to arouse the broad masses of women to join in produch~e 
activity. Men and women must receive equal pay for equal wor~ m 
production. Genuine equality between the sexes can only be realized 
in the process of the socialist transformation of society as a whole. 

With the completion of agricultural co-operation, many co-operatives 
are finding themselves short of labor. It has become necessary to 
arouse the great mass of women who did not work in the fields before 
to take their p lace on the labor front. ... China's women are a vast 
reserve of labor power. This reserve should be tapped in the struggle 
to build a great socialist country. 
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WOME 
What was the attitude of Buddha 

toward women? His own aunt, Ma
hapajapati Gotami , requested ordi
nation and several times the Buddha 
refused . But when the Venerable 
Ananda asked the Buddha whether 
women could attain to the highest 
spiritual development like men, the 
Buddha answered yes. And finally he 
admitted women into the Order. 

The Buddha's reluctance was in
terpreted by many to be contempt 
for women 's dignity. This is wrong 
and is taking things at face value 
without analysis . The Buddha knew 
we ll enough that women are poten
tially in a position to develop like 
men, at least spi ritually. How could 
a person equipped with transcen
dental wisdom cherish any feeling 
of contempt toward women! His re
luctance was partly a test of the ap
plicant's will power. Had the lady 
Pajapati Gotami been less devoted 
she would have given up. Had the 
Buddha regarded women as inferior 
to men in every way he would not 
have later praised so many Bhikku
nis. 

A Bhikkhuni was a ye llow-robed 
nun . The Order is now extinct be
cause the rules were too strict and 
limited .* Eight heavy rules were laid 
down for Bhikkhunis : 

• According to the Theravada School of 
Thailand, their line of succession was inter
rupted and , accordi ng to the Buddha's in
ju nctions, cannot be established again . Some 
believe to the contrary. 
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BUDDHISM 
1) A Bhikkhuni , however old in 

age or ordination, was to pay respect 
to a Bhikkhu (Buddhist monk), how
ever young in age or ordination . 

2) A Bhikkhun i was not to stay in 
a monastery where there were no 
Bhikkhus (living in separate quar
ters). 

3) Every fortnight a Bhikkhuni 
was to ask Bhikkhus about the day 
when the Code of Discipline for 
Bhikkhunis must be recited and also 
to request Bhikkhus for instructions 
or sermons. 

4) After the period of Rains Re
treat a Bhikkhuni was to ask for ad 
monition from both Bhikkhus and 
from among themselves. 

5) Having committed a serious 
(but expiable) offense, a Bhikkhuni 
had to undergo penance in both the 
community of Bhikkhus and then 
among the Bhikkhunis. 

6) A Bhikkhuni was to be or
dained by both the Bhikkhus and 
Bhikkhunis. 

7) A Bhikkhuni was not allowed 
to insult Bhikkhus. 

Bl A Bhikkhuni was not allowed 
to reproach a Bhikkhu, but not vice 
versa. 

Sometimes scholars regard the 
special rules imposed upon women 
as humiliation, the Buddha's willful 
lowering the dignity and self-respect 
of women, and a barrier against 
women entering the Order. But this 
was due to the Buddha's transcen-

dental Wisdom . The Buddha was 
concerned about the future of Bud
dhism, and thus the future of 
women as well . He foresaw a time 
when there would be more world
ly Bhikkhus, who would be carried 
away by the female charms of Bh ik
khunis, who were closer to them 
than the lay female di sci ples. So the 
Buddha did not so much approve of 
the establishment of the Order of 
Bhikkhuni . But if there was any lack 
of confidence on his part, it was 
directed toward the nature of men 
rather than women . 

The Division of Labor 
If in many cases women, today as 

in the past, are preparers and servers 
of food for monks, there is no shame 
in that. It is the law of " div ision of 
labor." Women have monopolized 
the duty of conceiving the child and 
giving birth . They should cheri sh a 
sense of pride and dignity in that, 
regarding food, they often do fa r 
better than men can do, and rega rd
ing the bearing of a ch ild, they can 
do what men can never do at all . As 
mothers they often earn greater 
gratitude from their children than 
the fathers. 

The Buddha knew we ll how the 
law of nature has made it clear that 
a man is born to be a Protecto r and 
a woman a Produ ce r. Th is is another 
phenomenon in the relative world of 
duality. Unless one intervenes and 

Poon Pismai Diskul 
Princess Poon P1sma1 D1skul 1s president of 
the World Fellowship of Buddhists, head 
quartered in Bangkok. 

overlaps the duty of the other there 
is no harm done. Troubles nowadavs 
are due to the w rong interpretation , 
regarding one side as superior and 
the other as inferio r, and the conse
quent erroneous attitude. This is the 
result of most people being led 
astray by the false vibrations of gross 
material development, which has 
blinded them to their own price less 
spi ritual heritage. 

Once the highest spiri tual capacity 
of women is accepted, there is no 
question either about " lower func
tions in society" or about the in
creasing participation of women in 
jobs that call for greater responsi
bility and discernment than the pre
paring and servi ng of food for the 
fam ily. In short, those who ca n be 
breadwinners are free to do so, 
whereas others w ho can not o r w ho 
prefer househo ld functions are 
equally free to follow their incl ina
tions. 

We must admit that differences 
are to be expected in a rel ative, phe
nomenal world . These are to be 
regarded as comp lementary, not as 
adve rsa ry ; as help ing each other to 
form a complete w ho le, not as hin
dering o r hurting each other. In a 
relative world the essence of Bud
dhism neve r is conquest. I t is, on the 
contrary, a division of labor for mu
tual benefit and development, a 
manifestation of cooperation and 
coexistence. • 



CEYLON'S MADAME PRIME MINISTER 
BARBARA AND LEON HOWELL 

MADAME PRIME MINISTER, do you 
feel that women in Ceylon view 
themselves any differently politically 
because you have been Prime Minis
ter for many years now? 

Yes, a small number, but do you 
think you have influenced a larger 
part of the population to be in
volved? 

Women in Ceylon have always 
taken more than o rdinary interest in 
po litics. 

Oh, yes, in vi llages as we ll as 
larger towns an increasi ngly large 
number of women take ve ry active 
ro les in po liti cs. Yo u kn ow , I think 
we influ enced India on thi s qu esti on 
even. W e are a ve ry small country 
compa red to Ind ia but I think thi s 
is tru e. 
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The Hon. Sirimavo R.D . Bandara
naike, Prime Minister of Ceylon and, 
upon her election in 1960, the first 
woman ever to be se lected to lead a 
nation by pop ular vote (Indira 
Gandhi of India and Golda Meir of 
Israel joi ned her later), was answer
ing our question put to her at the 
end of a press conference held re
cent ly in Singapore. 

As Si ngapore braced fo r the en
trance of thirty-one Heads of Gov
ernment for the Commonwealth 
meeting, there was as mu ch sense of 
expectancy about the arri va l of the 
two women Prime Ministers, Mrs. 
Gandhi and Mrs. Bandaranaike, as of 
almost any other delegates. 

Th is had little to do with the fact 
that they were women. The confer
ence was quite obviously goi ng to 
deal with very sensitive questions of 
race and the Afri can delegations 
were going to lead that d iscussion . 
Observers felt that these two wom
en, both because of who they are 
and because of attitudes of their 
own countries, wou ld be ve ry im
portant allies of the Africans. It was 
thus a great d isa ppoi ntment to every
one when Mrs. Gandhi had to cance l 
hecau se of upcoming elections in 
India. 

Mrs. Bandaranaike became the 
only woman rep resentat ive at this 
" summi t" meeting now ca ll ed by 
some the " battle of Singapore." (She 
mercifull y was involved in all meet
ings and escaped the brea thl ess 
rounds of parties sched uled for 
wives of dipl omats.) 

She expressed during the openin g 
reception deep regret that Mrs. 
Gandhi was not here. Experienced 
in politics, she then said: " But of 
co urse she is terr ib ly busy ge tt ing 
ready fo r the election s. I know some
th ing about how mu ch time must go 
into speaking, trave ling, p lanning 
strategy and worki ng out position 
papers. " 

Mrs. Bandaranaike was indirectly 
referring to another achievement of 
hers. She had been elected as the 

world 's tirst woman Prime Minister 
in July, 1960, at 43, after the assass i
nation of her husband , S.W .R.D. 
Bandaranaike, who had been Prime 
Minister from 1956-59. Her govern
ment had been defeated in the 1965 
elections in Ceylon and for fi ve years 
she had also been the world 's first 
woman opposition leader in a parlia
mentary situation . In May, 1970, she 
had won a resounding victory and 
became Cey lon 's Prime Minister for 
the second time. 

Time magazine, not then or now 
very sensitive to issues that involve 
women, wrote after her election in 
1960 that the widow had wept her 
way into office. Mrs. Bandaranaike 
has obvio usly not forgotten those 
words and in her inaugura l speech 
in 1970 she said : " The forces that 
have brought me to this hi gh office 
. .. were not set in motion by the 
tears of a weep ing widow. They 
were crea ted by the agony and the 
angu ish of the fo rgotten mi llions 
scattered throughout this country, 
w ho suffer in si lence, w itho ut a roof 
over their heads, or four wal ls to ca ll 
their own , without one proper meal 
to nourish o r susta in them , wi thout 
the bare essentia l amenities of a 
decent life." 

Both Mrs. Bandaranaike and her 
late husband we re born to wea lthy 
and aristocrati c fa mili es in Ceylon ; 
Mr. Bandaranaike and several of 
thei r children we re educated at Ox
ford . Yet he w as an ea rl y leader in 
demanding independence from the 
British- which came painlessly in 
1948-an d by 1952 he had come 
more and more to identify with the 
large masses of Sinhalese Buddhists 
(who represent about 70 per cent of 
Cey lon 's population), w ho do not 
speak English, against the Western
o ri ented English-speaking (of ten 
Chr isti an) elite in which he had been 
raised. He himse lf was a Christian 
convert to Budd hism in the 1930's. 

Promi sing to make Sinha lese the 
national language and to move to
ward a socia list soc iety, based on 

"The forces that have 
brought me to this high of
fice were not set in motion 
by the tears of a weeping 
widow." 

Barbara and Leon Howell are Ameri
can writers living in Singapore. 



(Below) Mrs. Banaranaike ;oin s in greeting a B11ddhist d.ignitary . 
Both she and her late husband, a Christum con vert to Buddhism , 

identify w itli th t' Buddhist masses of Ce ylon. (Opposite page) 
In spectin g 11 ho11sin g pro;ect durin g the Commo nwealth 

Conference in Singapore. 

Buddhist asp irations, he won a 
smashing victory at the polls in 1956. 
As prime minister he began what 
was called the second postwar revo
lution in Ceylon . 

After his death, which came in 
part beca use he was not able to 
move fast enough to give power to 
the Buddhist masses, Mrs. Bandara
naike continued his programs. She 
met strong resistance from most of 
the urban communities, the large 
Tamil Hindu minority (about twenty 
per cent of the population), and 
much of the Christian community. 

Ceylon, for all its natural beauty 
and its rich tea , rubber and copra 
trade, nevertheless has serious im
balances in its economy. Foreign ex
chan ge desperately needed for in
dustrialization is severely limited 
and , internally, even after fourteen 
yea rs of attempts at interna l redis
tribution, a smal l number of people 
contin ue to control a major part of 
the wea lth. 

Unemployment has been growing 
and this is a serious problem for any 
government, right or left. She is criti
cized because she is in a united front 
with several Marxist groups who are 
wi lling to work in a constitutional 
democracy. Certainly many of the 
people that English-speaking visitors 
are likely to meet are harshly critical 
of her Sri Lanka Freedom Party 
(SFLP) and Mrs. Bandaranaike. 

But the Anglican Bishop of Kur
anega la, Laksh man Wicremasinghe, 
wro te in the fa ll : 

" A large majority of our people, 
especially in the underdeveloped 
rural areas, have made it clear that 
they are not satisfied with political 
independence, cu ltural emancipa
tion and government for their we l
fa re by o ligarchy. They have taken 
responsibi lity for their destiny 
through the use of thei r votes . .. 
They have also indicated that they 
want soc ial wel l-being for them
se lves and their children urgently-
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adequate food, clothing, housing 
and education , employment, equality 
of opportunity, and an adequate in
come to meet essential needs. And 
no future government, however 
large it majority in parliament, will 
urvive if it i not able to do this." 

(Ceylon Churchman) 
During the Singapore " ummit," 

the debate raged about Britain 's 
Judgment that it mu t sell maritime 
arm to outh frica, that symbol of 
racial inju tice, in order to protect 
its hipping lanes in the Indian 
Ocean against a possible Russian 
threat. Canada 's Prime Minister. 
Pierre Trudeau, called for a longer 
range look at the future of the area. 

Mr . Bandaranaike took the lead 

in this by circulating a paper among 
delegations concerning the Indian 
Ocean . She cal led for the creation of 
a " peace zone" in order to stabilize 
the Indian Ocean so the " cold war" 
would not enter it. She made a plea 
that the region should be allowed 
to concentrate on much-needed de
velopment free from the tensions of 
supe r-power conflict. 

At the least her proposal-which 
met with rather wide approval here 
-was asking that nuclear weapons 
not be brought into this area which 
has been relatively free of such ten
sions until recently. Her own gov
ernment has refused use of its port 
facilities both to Russians and U.S. 
navies unless they sign declarations 

that they are not carrying nuclear 
weapons. 

Thus Ceylon , a nation of only 
twelve million , was spea king on be
half of a region with a billion people 
in the littoral states of the Indian 
Ocean . 

Mrs. Bandaranaike's role in Cey
lon is not easy; she is under con
siderable fire at home from people 
to the left and right of her. But one 
thing is clear ; she is fully in charge. 
No longer do the most chauvinist of 
males whisper, as they did in the 
early 1960's, that she was only a 
front for clever men . 

The widow d0esn ' t call upon tears 
to make her point, either at home or 
abroad. • 
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I tHllLLEN6E! 
Jennette Washington 

P EOPLE ONLY GO ON WELFARE 
as a last resort, searching out ways to 
maintain themselves at the minimum 
level of human decency. But the mo
ment they walk in the door of a 
Welfare Center to apply for help, 
people are stigmatized; their dignity 
is stripped from them . They are lined 
up like cattle begging for a meal. 

They have a right to it because the 
Constitution says that everyone has 
a right to life. Life includes all the 
things necessary to maintain life. 
Yet, when we come to the present 
Welfare System, it seems that we 
have to go through a whole agenda 
that is planned to pry into people's 

private lives. Why did you come 
here? What do you want here? Why 
do you think you need it? The whole 
bit. In the Welfare System, people 
are expected to conform with a 
child like attitude. 

Basically, people are honest. They 
sometimes become greedy, but 
that 's because they've always had 
too much. When peopl e have had 
very little all their lives, they tend to 
protect what little they have and try 
to manage. But when they don 't 
have anything at all , people become 
angry and hostile ; second , they 
question this country's motives. If a 
person has need, why just the fact 
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that need exists should be enough to 
get that person help. 

We have private lives of our own, 
just like everyone else. We are 
whole persons and the Welfare Sys
tem breaks us up into bits and 
pieces ; it shatters lives. 

Even when I was a child, it was a 
bad system. My mother had to get 
Welfare right after the war. We had 
used clothes. My mother had to use 
those clothes vouchers-I guess 
that's what we ca lled them-to get 
shoes. When it wasn ' t time to cash 
those vouchers in , you didn' t have 
shoes and you just didn ' t go to 
school. And when the rationing 
stamps were out for flour, sugar and 
the other staples, people had to 
come back and stand in a long line, 
whether it was hot or cold , rainy or 
sunny, whether they were old or 
sick. It was degrading. That's what I 
remember as a child growing up . 

When you went to school, you 
were labelled. " Their family is on 
Welfare." People looked at you as 
if you were a different krnd of per
son than the other children because 
their mothers and fathers had jobs. 
At that time in my community, 
Blacks, Puerto Ricans and even some 
Whites were not earning any big 

Mrs. Washington is first vice-chairman . to 
the New York City Welfare Rights Or~aniza · 
tion and Eastern Regional Representative fo1 
the National Welfare Rights Organization. 
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money. As it gradually go t worse, it 
turned into a racial situation, with 
certain races getting into the unio ns 
and getting jobs while others were 
excl uded . The educational system 
worked like that, too; certain ra ces 
got al I the chances to advance. I 
saw myself and my family stil l sitting 
in the same place and I started ask
ing myself some questions about the 
system. 

We are the most valuable re
sources of this country, her man
power, in spite of all the labels they 
pin on us of being lazy and not 
wanting to work. And we have a 
duty; we have a concern to see that 
this nation takes noti ce of these 
peop le and takes care of them . 

For me, it's not easy beca use I 
have nine children of my own and 
no help. And my teenagers have 
troubles. Teenagers see another 
world outside and then they live in 
this world of their family and it's 
hard for me to explain why we have 
so little. 

I was kicked out of school in the 
tenth grade because I was what they 
called an agitator. But I feel that the 
education I might have gotten in 
high schoo l might not have moti-

"At that time in my community, Blacks, 
Puerto Ricans and even some Whites 
were not earning any big money." Ap
palachian whites, such as this woman in 
Kentucky, are among groups ·wffering 
economic deprivation even though not on 
welfare. 
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vated me to do what I am doing to 
day. I might have been o ut there 
somewhere, knocking around with a 
high schoo l diploma, fee ling I was 
giving something and not rea lly giv
ing a thing ; just picking up a pay 
check, satisfying my personal wants 
and ignoring the needs of othe rs. 

You see, I think ou r sys tem can do 
that to people. People who feel they 
have made it say to me, Jen nette, 
you're a smart woman. You ca n 
articulate. Why don't you go back 
to school, then get a good job and 
make it? And I ask them, Make it 
how? What is make it? We have not 
really defined " make it." Black peo
ple tell me I cou ld make it and I 
tell them that before I do anything 
to make it, Black Peop le have to de
fine to me what is " make it. " Is it 
based on the White world idea of 
making it? Is it that middle class life 
w here you have a car, a home and 
children who are like ni ce little 
dolls ; puppets who sit in chairs, 
never get dirty, don' t scream out or 
think for themselves? Is that " making 
it"? 

I think " making it" is something 
else. Making it is first making it in 
our own minds. "Making it" is keep-

ing a com mitment to what you be
li eve in and working on that com
mitment. 

Besi des this commitment to a real 
ca use as an individual , I have a com
mitment as a mother and as a 
woman. And this is where other 
women can do their part and help 
change a harmful Welfare System 
into one that helps people get up 
instead of one that keeps them 
down forever. We women must stay 
together on this issue and not let 
anyone divide us. We ca n do this 
first by challenging the male power
holding group of this nation. We 
must make them remember that we, 
as mothers and as women, are con
cerned about the survival of our 
children, of all human life. We 
women have to organize, ag itate, 
pressure and demand ; not beg. You 
see, in the past, women have always 
been told that they should stay be
hind their men and be nice and cool 
and don ' t rock the boat. Well , I just 
don ' t want to rock one boat, I want 
to rock all boats-the big boats. And 
I want all women to help me. Until 
we can do that and challenge, chal
lenge, things are not going to 
change. • 
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Speech before the Woman's 
Rights Convention 

at Akron, Ohio in 1851 . 

" That man over there say that a woman 
needs to be helped into carriages, and 
lifted over ditches, and to have the 
best place everywhere. Nobody ever 
helped me into carriages, or over mud 
puddles, or gives me a best place . 
And ain ' t I a woman? Look at me. 
Look at my arm! I have plowed 
and planted and gathered into 
barns, and no man could head me 
And ain ' t I a woman? I could as much 
and eat as much as a man when I 
could get it, and bear the lash as well 
And ain' t I a woman? I have borned 
thirteen children and seen them 
most all sold off into slavery. And 
when I cried out with a mother's grief, 
none but Jesus heard . 
And ain ' t I a woman?" 

A /reed slave, she travelled throughout the 
North preaching emanc1pallon and w omen's 
righ ts. 

Sculpture of S<J'iourner Truth by Inge Hardison . 



~ AND PEACE, it has often 
been said, are matters too important 
to be left to generals or diplomats. By 
the same token, one might add that 
development should not remain the 
exclusive domain of the economists. 
We have long tended to associate de
velopment with industrialization, 
modem technology and sophisticated 
financing . . . in short, with things 
rather than with peopl,e. We have 
now, however, come to realize, at the 
start of the Second Development 
Decade, that in spurring progress of 
any kind, the most important factor 
is the human factor; and the most im
portant goal is human well-being. We 
have also learned that women have a 
most significant contribution to make 
to development. There clearly is a 
close relationship between the status 
of women and the status of economic 
development. Those countries where 
the rate of development is slowest are 
those where women are held in vir
tual slavery. 

The strategy for development in 
the 70's is both gwbal and total in 
concept. In describing that strategy 
as gwbal, I mean that it calls for an 
equal partnership of all nations-rich 
and poor alike. Speeding world-wide 
economic and social progress is a uni
versal responsibility, for today's most 
serious problems are common to all 
mankind. The effect of over-popula
tion, environmental damage, economic 
stagnation and unemployment, or epi
demic disease simply cannot be con
tained within national boundaries; and 
no single country can hope to deal 
with them in what used to be called 
"splendid isolation.'' Only through a 
global effort, with each nation as a 
full-time participant, can we achieve 
the goal of a decent existence for all . 

The strategy for development is 
total because it seeks to correlate 
all key areas of human endeavor. Agri
culture, balanced rural/urban growth, 
education, vocational training health 
industrialization, trade, job ~reation '. 
a fuller and better use of natural re
sources-all these and many other 
elements will be encompassed in the 

Mr. Hoffman is administrator of the United 
Nations Development Program. 

THE 
NEW 

PIONEERS 
OF 

PROGRESS 

Paul G. Hoffman 

inter-woven pattern of the overall 
plan. Because the strategy will touch 
all aspects of human life and environ
ment, it will affect all human beings 
-men, women, youth and children 
equally. But women will have a spe
cial role to play. 

Women, perhaps because they have 
been traditionally looked upon as the 
weaker sex, have always sought each 
other out to work together, be it in 
the sophisticated organizational set
ting of the Western societies, or in the 
informal exchanges which occur while 
doing the washing in an African river. 
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There may be occasional jealousies 
and arguments, but underneath runs 
a common experience which has al
ways enabled women to rely on and 
trust each other and to band together 
for common purposes and causes. 
They have proven particularly effec
tive in advancing those areas of social 
neglect related to their primary con
cern-improving the lives of their 
children. In fields of health, educa
tion, community development and so
cial services, women have spear
headed a unique contribution. And 
their ability to work together in those 
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Iranian women practice newly-learned skills in an adult literacy class, being conducted 
under a UNDP-assisted government program. 

areas transcends both social and na
tional boundaries- we find occasion 
upon occasion of urban women work
ing with rural women, of educated 
women making common cause with 
those who lack schooling, of women 
in developing countries cooperating 
with their counterparts from the in
dustrialized lands. It is this ability 
applied to issues of social concern 
which creates for women their very 
special role in the development 
process. In fact, a pattern which 
draws women out from their own 
communities to receive special train-

ing by other women, in order that 
they may return home to share new 
methods and ideas with their neigh
bors, is fundamental to many develop
ment projects. It is human to be com
municative, and women are particu
larly so. 

In endorsing the strategy for the 
Second Development Decade, the 
United ations General Assembly en
couraged "The full integration of 
women in the total development ef
fort ... " This means at every level 
and in all disciplines. Women have 
been and will continue to be involved, 

as I see it, at three interlocking stages: 
as beneficiaries of progress, as par
ticipants in speeding that progress, 
and as leaders in providing their coun
trymen with the opportunity to realize 
their inborn human potentials. 

Still, one must be warned against 
singling out the advancement of 
women as a self-contained goal. 
Women are a part of the total society. 
The gains they achieve in health, edu
cation , career choices, and chances 
for a more rewarding existence con
tribute to the overall economic and 
soc§! progress of their countries
while that progress in turn opens new 
horizons for them. In our interdepend
ent world and age, all peoples will 
profit from this beneficent cycle. 

Poko Ouechago lives in a rural com
munity in Upper Volta. Each week she 
attends a village meeting to receive 
instruction in basic hygiene and child 
care, in budgeting the small family 
income, in raising livestock and in new 
farming methods. She is also being 
taught to read and write. Her in
structress is a fe llow villager trained 
at a United Nations Development 
Program/ UNESCO educational cen
ter. Poko Ouechago, along with 
thousands of other women in her 
country, is a recipient of develop
ment's benefits . 

Evangeline Viloria is studying agri
cultural engineering in a UNDP / 
UNESCO project at the Central 
Luzon State University in the Philip
pines. When she graduates, her newly 
acquired skills in modern agricultural 
techniques and crop-growing methods 
will take her to rural communities 
where she will play a vital role in 
improving land use and increasing 
farm production. She will specialize 
in training farmers in the use and 
maintenance of agricultural machin
ery. Miss Viloria is an active partici
pant in speeding the development 
process. 

The Woman's Organization of Iran 
is barely ten years old. Yet today, 
through its ninety-five branches, it is 
dynamically engaged in building, ser
vicing and manning family welfare 
centers and centers for the training of 
rural women, as well as in setting up 
programs of general education, lit-
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eracy and vocational training for 
women. Through voluntary service, 
and with nominal government and in
ternational assistance, Iranian women 
are changing the image of their sex 
and lib rating themselves to play a 
prominent role in the development of 
their country as a whole. 

These three brief examples are just 
a few of the many which illustrate 
the challenges and variety of oppor
tunity which are open to women. 

Before further exploring the roles 
of women in development, however, 
let's look briefly at the current status 
of women throughout the developing 
world . A significant characteristic of 
women in the low-income countries as 
a whole is their position as the most 
economically and socially deprived 
sector of the citizenry. For example, 
UNESCO points out that over 70 per
cent of the world's illiterates are 
women. In many developing countries 
the illiteracy rate is as high as 86 per
cent for women as compared to 51 per
cent for men. Over 70 percent of il
literate women who live in these 
countries reside in rural areas where 
they are bound by conservative and 
demeaning trad itions. And this helps 
us to understand why, in over half the 
developing nations, women represent 
35 percent or less of the total enroll
ment in literacy courses. 

Although, theoretically, women 
have the same access to education as 
men in the low-income countries, 
many of the developing nations sim
ply do not have enough schools to 
even approach the goal of full female 
enrollment. In fact, in much of the 
developing world, girls make up less 
than 30 percent of primary students. 
The overall participation of women in 
higher education is still more limited. 

So far as adults are concerned, new 
job opportunities are opening up for 
women in the developing countries, 
particularly in low-skill industrial 
categories. However, in most of the 
less-developed countries women only 
account for 20 percent of the total 
paid work force. 
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We must also be aware of the fac t 
that women may be the first to suffer 
from the troublesome changes that the 
early stages of development progress 
often bring. Development is producing 
an upheaval throughout the low-in
come nations. It breaks up traditional 
fa mily patterns. It draws husbands off 
to urban centers in search of employ
ment opportunities- and when the 
males leave home for migrant work or 
for jobs in the cities, their women 
must bear the full responsibility for 
tending the crop-lands and the live
stock, and fulfilling other tasks vita I 
to family survival. In fact, it is not 
uncommon to find women with 
greater burdens today, because of 
development, than they had to carry 
in the past. Thus, both naturally and 
understandably, they sometimes resist 
the introduction of new ways. 

In short, the women of the low
income world are often the victims of 
a paradox. The basic statutes of new
ly independent nations provide wom
en with more political and social 
rights than were accorded women in 
Western societies until quite recent 
times . The right to vote, to stand for 
and hold public office, to receive an 
education, to work in jobs of their 
own choice- all these and more are 
written into their constitutions and 
laws. A few educated women in these 
new states have been elected and ap
pointed to the highest government 
positions. However, these "guaran
teed" rights mean little to the vast 
majority who are poor, untaught and 
trapped by cultural outlooks which 
relegate them to a secondary place in 
society. They also mean little when 
the economic conditions of the less
developed countries make it impossi
ble to provide women with the train
ing, health care and job opportunities 
which would allow them to improve 
their way of li fe and standard of living. 
Thus, where the status of women in 
the low-income countries is concerned, 
we see another facet of the classic 
pattern in which lack of development 
prohibits the widespread enjoyment 

of social and economic rights, and 
this debarment, in turn, produces 
sluggish ra tes of development. Break
ing this self-defea ting pattern is a 
major target of the United Nations 
Development Program. 

In reviewing the UNDP's roster of 
projects, there are few which seem 
specifically designed to assist women. 
But this appearance is deceptive. Be
cause of the nature and scope of its 
work, women are directly or indi
rectly affected by just about every
thing the Program does. 

The UNDP's basic objectives are 
to help low-income nations create 
favorable conditions both for mobiliz
ing development capital, and for ef
fectively using such capital and all 
oth r available economic, human and 
natural resources. As the world's larg
est multilateral channel for this so
called "pre-investment" assistance, the 
UN DP is active on virtually every 
economic and social front- including 
agriculture, industry, public utili ties, 
educa tion and vocational training, 

health, ru ral/urban development, fam
ily planning, ecological protection, 
trade promotion and governmental 
services. 

The Program and the seventeen in
ternational agencies ( mos t of them 
members of the UN family) which 
carry out its field work are helping 
governments in four specific ways. Of 
the over 1,300 major long-term p re
investment projects which the UNDP 
has financed to date, approximately 
480 have been for natural resource 
surveys and economic feasibility 
studies. Almost as many large-scale 
projects have been in the area of edu
cation and training. The UNDP has 
also assisted just under 300 projects 
in applied research. Finally, the 
UNDP has provided funding for 34 
major development planning projects 
that are enabling countries to blue
print sound overall development ef
for ts. 

The costs of all UNDP-assisted 
projects approved to da te, including 
many thousands of smaller-scale 

In a variety of UNDP agricultural programs in the Philippines, cattle are driven into 
sheltered milking sheds (o pposite page, top ), a soil technologist carries out analyses 
of samples (o pposite page, bottom), and fam1 marchinery is demonstrated (below). 



technical assistance missions, will 
total over $4 billion by the time work 
now in hand is completed. But less 
than hall of this cost represents the 
U DP's contribution since the major 
share is borne by the countries re
ceiving UNDP aid. 

Let us examine some of the UNDP's 
activities in the Philippines as one ex
ample of how women are beneficiaries, 
partners and leaders in the develop
ment process. 

The woman's role in the rural areas 
of the Philippines is one of caring 
for the family, of raising the live~tock, 
of working in the fields, and of mak
ing the family clothing, utensils and 
other basic necessities . In addition, 
she may also spend time at the market 
selling or bartering the handicrafts she 
makes or the extra produce she raises. 
The methods she uses in her daily 
work may be primitive, wasteful, un
sanitary and such that she is realizing 
but a small percentage of her po
tential ability. 

Through a UNDP-assisted Agri
cultural Training project, women as 
well as men are learning how to cul
tivate and grow the new miracle 
grains, and even acquiring the tech
nical skill and know-how to operate 
and maintain mechanized farm ma
chinery. I refer to Miss Evangeline 
Viloria. Not only is she benefitting 
professionally from her training, but 
she will be sharing the skills she ac
quires with other women in rural com
munities. 

In the early 1960's the Philippines 
imported 90 percent of all milk and 
milk products, making these items too 
expensive for a large majority of the 
population. A Dairy Training and Re
search Institute, established with 
UNDP assistance and the expertise of 
the Food and Agricultural Organiza
tion, has developed new strains of 
cattle suitable for tropical conditions 
as well as new fodders and new meth
ods for maintaining grazing lands. 
Application of these better techniques 
has increased the Institute's herd milk 
production by 300 percent. The relo
cation of the new strains of cattle and 
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training programs on their care are 
now being undertaken. The Institute 
is also turning its attention to resolv
ing milk and milk-products distribu
tion and storage problems. Thus, by 
the end of the Decade, women 
throughout the Philippines will have 
access to low-cost milk so necessary 
for family health. 

One further example, in this case 
of a shorter term technical assistance 
project, will serve to round out the 
picture. Marian Davis is an Ameri
can home-economics teaching special
ist. She is working out of Kabacan 
Cotabato where she trains Philippine 
women under a program which will 
take these women back to small vil
lages and communities where they, 
in turn, \>Vill apply and disseminate 
what they have learned . And home 
economics in the rural countryside 
includes education in health and sani
tation, in methods of preserving and 
storing extra produce, in preparing 
new foods and in practicing time-and
money-saving household methods. 

The benefits women derive from 
development are multiplied when 
women become active participants in 
the process. We have already referred 
to the many training programs where
by women are recruited and taught 
basic skills which they will teach to 
others. But women are also receiving 
special grants and fellowships for ad
vanced technical study in fields such 
as agriculture, mechanical engineer
ing, business administration , nuclear 
physics and similar areas heretofore 
customarily reserved solely for men. 
Once trained, they will contribute di
rectly to their countries' development 
in practical professional positions as 
well as in teaching posts. 

At the Tunisian Vocational and Ad
vanced Training Institute at Rades, 
for example, Mrs. Sfar is working 
hand-in-hand with Miss Jeanne 
Aselle-Ferrand, an ILO ( Interna
tional Labor Organization ) expert. 
She is preparing herself to assume 
the directorship of this Institute whose 
purpose is to train young Tunisians, 
women as well as men, for profes-

sional careers and as instructors and 
teachers. The recruitment of young 
Tunisian women for higher-level vo
ca tional training is an important as
pect of the Institute's work. 

There are many similar examples 
of teacher training programs for 
women, of their participation in the 
development of cottage and handi
craft industries, of their work in com
munity health clinics and even in in
dustrial development projects. All 
point to the active role that women 
are playing in speeding the progress 
of their countries . 

Let me remind you , however, that 
this is but a beginning. Where thou
sands are now being trained, hundreds 
of thousands must have this oppor
tunity. V\There several thousand rural 
villages receive the benefits of com
munity development programs, all 
should have access to them by the 
end of the decade. V\There today eight 
out of ten women in some developing 
countries can not read or write, basic 
schooling should be avai lable to all 
by 1980. 

In sum, the fruits of development 
must reach all women in the low
income nations. But just as important 
are the benefits to be gained by those 
of us who live in the industrialized 
world. Though less immediate, they 
are equally real, particularly within 
the context which governs the Sec
ond Development Decade: develop
ment as a global process . . . as an 
equal partnership of rich and poor 
nations whereby all peoples will share 
the bounties of progress. 

Development will mean that we in 
the industrialized world will be able 
to enjoy a richer variety of new pro
duce and products and engage in new 
opportunities for inter-cu ltural ex
change which will add color and di
versity to our lives. 

As development moves forward , 
grea ter numbers of people will be 
able to enjoy higher standards of 
health , wellare, education and eco
nomic well being. In the long-run this 
can lead to a reduction of tensions 
and strife. Development efforts are 



"peace-making" processes which could 
herald a future less prone to conflict 
and violence. 

It is heartening to see that women 
of the wealthier nations, as individuals 
and through the organizations to 
which they belong, have responded to 
the needs of development. It is even 
more praiseworthy that major inter
national women's organizations-the 
World YWCA, the International Fed
eration of Business and Professional 
Women's Clubs, the International 
Women's Alliance, the International 
Council of vVomen and the Interna
tional Association of University 
Women among others-are all plan
ning to include the role of women in 
the Second Development Decade in 
their conferences and seminars this 
year. And this exemplifies the third 
aspect of women's involvement in in
ternational development. Open to 
them is a variety of ways, beyond 
those already mentioned, whereby 
they can assist, support and carry 
the effort forward . 

Women's organizations will con
tinue to be approached to help in 
the recruitment of experts for spe
cialized assignments in development. 
They have provided scholarships and 
grants for the education and training 
of women from developing nations. 
Even in the less-developed countries 
they have mounted special programs 
to provide supporting assistance for 
U DP projects, as witnessed by the 
contribution made by the National 
Federation of Women's Clubs of the 
Philippines. Many similar groups are 
working hand-in-hand with govern
ments in assisting the processes of 
change and in promoting new atti
tudes which will accord women a 
fuller, more fruitful role. 

The key to development in the com
ing decade is the universal accep
tance of the need to progress. Posi
tive attitudes toward development 
and change are as pertinent to the 
developing nations-where new skills 
and methods seem to have no mercy 
for tradition-as they are to the indus
trialized states which will have to 

make adjustments in their own eco
nomies if the economic growth of the 
less-developed countries is to go for
ward at an acceptable pace. This 
points to the need for mounting major 
educational programs on both the cur
rent sta tus and processes of develop
ment, as well as on its future impli
cations. Women, whether actively en
gaged in development work or in con
commitant support efforts , must be 
deeply involved in stimulating the 
willingness to accept change. And, 
they will find their efforts to be more 
meaningful-and consequently more 
apt to receive organizational support 
and enthusiasm-when they are re-

la ted to development's objectives. 
Women's role in development is 

anything but passive. For Evangeline 
Viloria, and her many counterparts 
in all developing nations, progress has 
meant a critical decision to cast aside 
the famili ar and the traditional in 
order to adopt a new and different 
way of li fe. They are true pioneers 
who are creating new hope and new 
opportunit ies for all women-and all 
humanity-everywhere in the world. 
There is no doubt that the demands 
of development require women every
where to join Miss Viloria in her pio
neering spirit if the human world we 
envision is ever to be attained. • 

Young rural African woml'n in l\fali ll'arn to read and 11,rite in a u;£>ekly class lll'ld in 
thl' ir village . 



PROMISES TO KEEP 
This is in answer to the editorial "Here We 

Go Aga in" in the January issue. 
I felt that you were unfair to President Nixon. 

After all, he inherited a nightmare. When he 
wants to keep his promises, the legislators will 
not let him. If you were a Republican president 
and had Democrats in control of the House and 
Senate, how far would you get with your 
promises? 

Now I want to know what you would do if 
you were in his place? It is easy to run an offi
cial down. What would you do about these 
things you mentioned in that editorial? 

Mns. EvA . EHRMAN 

Kokomo, Indiana 

DISGRACEFUL EPISODE 
One of your readers asked a question that 

should be answered: Who asked the United 
States to enter the war in Vietnam? The answer 
is simple. When France was defeated in 1954 
the Geneva Conference set up a demarcation 
line between north and south . An election was 
to be held in 1956 to unify the country. The 
United States forestalled the election because it 
was obvious (as President Eisenhower com
mented) that the Communists would win and 
take over the entire country. Our governmen t 
then set up go Dinh Diem as the head of an 
anti-communist government at Saigon in the 
south. Our puppet government in Saigon in
vited the United States to come to its aid. Ac
tually, the United States invited itself to in
tervene in Vietnam. 

All the evidence available indicates that most 
of the people of Vietnam want us to get out. 
Even people who are anti-communists would 
probably prefer communist rule to the genocide 
being inflicted on them by the United States. 

Of course our puppets in Saigon don't ·want 
us to leave. The fate of this gang is tied to our 
support. 

The writer asks what we are to do about 
our boys in prison camps. President Nixon 
wants to Vietnamize the war and bring our 
combat troops home, while we continue to pro
vide air support and financial aid to the South 
Vietnam govennment. This program, even if 
successful , will do nothing fo r our war pris
oners. The only way to gain their release is to 
negotiate a settlement with North Vietnam and 
end the war. Prisoners of war are never re
leased until there is a war settlement. 

The writer laments because the war is being 
called "a big mistake." It is much worse than a 
big mistake. It is the most disgraceful episode 
in United States history. The war is both illegal 
and immoral. Our political and military leaders 
are guilty of the very war crimes for which we 
hanged many Germans and Japanese after 
World War II . 

FLOYD MuurnY 
Chicago, Illinois 

POLITICAL JUDGMENTS SUSPECT 
From the vantage point of your wisdom you 

accuse the Nixon administration of "a clear 
decision to re-escalate the war in Southeast 
Asia ,'' " lying," and "lack of political courage or 
wisdom" (Editorial , January ). Close on your 
heels comes Life magazine (February 12), to 
score argumentation and accusation like you rs 
as "palpable nonsense." I am inclined to agree 
with their judgment rather than yours. 

While I do not believe the Church is at its 
best when culture-captive, and do not see its 
chief function as rallying support for any ad
ministration, Republican or Democrat, it would 
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appear that your biases, which may include a 
premature identifica tion of the Kingdom of God 
with the platform of the Democratic Party, 
render you r political judgments suspect. That 
your free speech is based on a United Methodist 
expense account may symboli ze more of the 
Church's present diffi culties than many of us 
would be willing to face. 

( R EV.) CHARLES R. BHIT'I' 

Auburn, Alabama 

KEEP IT OPEN 
Your magazine has been a source of much 

information and encouragemen t to me during 
the past few years. As always, I have not writ
ten about articles with which I agreed, but am 
writing this . .. about several things in the 
January issue with which I disagree. 

In the section of books there is a review of 
Sisterhood Is Powerful, edited by Robin 
Morgan. Miss Magalis makes a comment, " It 
will reach certain young women up to the age 
of abou t thirty years whose orientation is to 
the political left, that is-the same women who 
have written it." 

I object to this sort of labelling and limiting. 
I am certain ly not in the "up to the age of 
about thirty" group-not by a long shot. While 
I cannot, and do not expect to agree with every 
essay in the book, I found any number of ideas 
which certainly do speak to me who, by the re
viewer's analysis, am not within the group the 
book will reach. 

However, I must take issue more strongly 
with an editorial , "Jesus Christ Superstar,'' 
which mentions among other things the new 
musical work by that name. The writer says 
"The album is sa id to be neither good rock nor 
good opera and is probably even worse the
ology ( the idea is that Jesus Christ was like a 
rock superstar with ego hangups)." 

I cannot begin to judge the merits of rock 
or opera (who did? ) represented in this work. I 
heard it for the first time last week, having 
never heard of it before. Has the writer listened 
to it? Who did put that judgmen t on it? I cer
tainly did not hear anything like that. 

Listening to this music was a very profound 
worship experience for me because I felt that 
the writers had captured some facets of Christ 
(very Biblica l ones, I think) which have deep 
meaning for me at this time. I mention par
ticularly: His absolute commitment to God's 
will in spite of discouragement, the total lack of 
comprehension of his friends, his very human 
tiredness, his fear, his not knowing really ex
actly the outcome of what he was doing . 

Please keep the magazine open and free from 
labelling and fencing off. W e don't need to split 
the generation gap more by emphasizing the 
attraction of art works to within a certain age. 

PATRICIA A. ASHBY 
Callao, Peru 

" AFFLUENCE" NEEDS CLARIFICATION 
wish to express my appreciation for Miss 

Clark's splendid article in February on " In
ternationalization of Missionaries ." We were 
pleased to see Medical Missionary Or. Noboru 
Iwamura on the cover too, although we fail ed 
to find his name to go with his face. You might 
expect us face-conscious Orientals to notice 
this. 

There are two items in need of correction. 
One, A VACO is the audio-visual agency of the 
Na tional Christian Counci l of Japan, not the 
Kyoda n. \>Ve are members of the National Chris
tian Council of Japan, and in that sense AVACO 
is ''our agency." 

Secondly, your reference to " the affiuent 
Japanese" causes us concern . Affluence is a 
\'arying commodity and Miss Clark's use of 
'"afll uent Japanese" needs clarifica tion by using 
a few comparisons. \>Vhile it is true that Japan's 
GNP ( referred lo cynically by some as our 
gross national pollution ) has increased dramati
ca lly in recent years, compared to the incomes 
of white co llar, skilled and especia lly non-skilled 
workers in the U.S ., our Japanese counterparts 
would hardly be considered affiuent. 

However, to use "affiuent Japanese" in re
fe rring to the Japanese Church is quite another 
ma tter. Japanese Christians number barely one 
percent of our population while neighboring 
Republic of Korea's Christians are ten percent 
of the total population. Neither in numbers nor 
in financial position do we feel we are an 
"affiuent church." Only in one area can we be 
considered affiuent, and that is the number of 
pastors avail able to serve 1,600 churches. One 
reason for the surplus is that 320 pastors over 
the age of 65 ( 85 of these over the age of 75) 
continue to serve pastorates because our pay
ments to retired pastors are so low it would be 
impossible for them to exist on their pension 
alone if they did retire. 

Therefore, when you use "affluent" with 
reference to the Japanese, please remember 
that we Christians are a very small minori ty 
still struggling to achieve financial au tonomy in 
a nation of comparative affluence. 

GEORCE HANABUSA 

Tokyo, Japan 
He is executive sec retary, Com mittee for Ecu
menical Min istries, The United Church of Christ 
i11 Japan. 

HALF TRUTHS ON INDIA 
have read your article in the November 

issue ("Church Union in South Asia : Split in 
Northern India"), and am really shocked to find 
that a responsible Church magazine would 
print half truths and give such a one-sided pic
ture. Your informants were very likely the dis
appointed ones! 

You say, "The Central Conference that turned 
down Union was dominated by clergy." That 
is not true. The Central Conference was com
posed of an equal number of clergy and laity. 

You further say "The District Superinten
dents , on the verge of having all their jobs 
abolished, understandably felt threatened." In 
the Plan of Union there is a place for District 
Superintendents, but it is optional. How can 
anyone know that "the Bishops, aga in , felt that 
they were no ~ treated as equals by tbe 
Anglicans"? 

The uncomplimentary way you refer to our 
Bishops as being afraid to take a financial loss 
ignores the fact that they presided at eleven 
annual conferences that brought a favorable 
vote, knowing that their salaries would be re
duced by three fourths of the present amount. 
Yet no Bishop spoke or worked against union. 

Nowhere did you show what happened at 
Nagpur at the last nego tiating conference which 
broke down the spirit of union . 

EILEEN B. TOWNSLEY 

Delhi , India 
Mrs. Townsley is a United Methodist missionary. 
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VOICES OF THE NEW FEMI NISM. 
Edited by Mary Lou T hompson. Bos
ton, 1970 : Beacon Press, 246 pages, 
$5.95. 

WOME 'S LIBERATIO A D THE 
CHURCH : The New Demand for 
Freedom in the Life of the Christian 
Church edited by Sarah Bentley Doely. 

ew York, 1970 : Association Press in 
co-operation with I-DOC. 158 pages. 
$2.95. 

ADAM'S FRACTURED RIB. Observa
tions on Women in the Church by 
Margaret Sittler E rmarth. Philadel
phia, Pa. , 1970 : Fortress Press, 159 
pages. $3.25. 

"We live under an international caste 
system at the top of which is the Western 
white male ruling class, and at the very 
bottom of which is the female of the 
nonwhite colonized world," writes 
Roxanne Dunbar in "Voices of the New 
Feminism." 

This theorist of feminism views fe
male libera tion in the context of inter
nationa l social revolu tion and sees white 
male workers in the United States among 
its most formidable foes. She believes 
that both in this society and elsewhere 
femin ism must be asserted as the basis 
for revolutionary social change and her 
call is to women "and other oppressed 
people" to lead and structure the revo
lution and the new socie ty. 

Roxanne D unbar is not of the refo1m 
ist school of feminism . She believes in 
nothing less than a worldwide social 
revolution. Although the voices repre
sented in these three books vary in 
accent, volume, and tone, they are all 
saying one thing : Enou gh! No longer 
will they be content with lower economic, 
educational, and social sta tus. Even the 
sanctuary is not safe from their demands. 

These three books are all published 
by religious groups. "Women's Libera
tion and the Church," the fi rst of the 
excellent I-DOC series dealing with con
temporary issues, dwells primarily on 
the raw deal women have received in 
the church. Margare t Ermarth's book 
"Adam's Fractured Rib" developed ou t 
of a Lutheran study commission that led 
to the recent ordina tion of women in the 
Lutheran Church in America. 

Ranging much more widely as one 
might expect of a group whose orthodoxy 

~ 

is libera lism, "Voices of the New Femin
ism," published by the Unitarian Uni
versa list \ Vernen 's Federa tion, leals not 
on ly wi th discrimination in the church 
but touches on sex inequality in educa
tion , economic , and government. It is 
very strong on historica l perspective 
and has one of the bes t bibliogra phies I 
have s en. Lucinda Cirsler, an architect 
and c ity planner, put this bibliography 
together and it includes such subheadings 
as Biograph y and Autobiography, Psy
chology and Psychiatry, Clothes, Litera
ture and Litera ry Criticism. Cirsler wi ll 
lead you not only to such celebrated 
feminis ts as Doris Less in g and Emmeline 
Pankhurst but to perceptive writers of 
fiction like Tillie Olsen, Christina Stead , 
and Grace Paley. 

Despi te their diffe rences, some themes 
are common to all three books: the often 
reitera ted belief that men as we ll as 
women are to be liberated by the new 
eq uali ty of the sexes . lv!any of the writers 
see a new world in which men will be 
ab le to express tenderness and domes
tic aptitudes without shame and women 
will be able to excel without fear of loss 
of "fem inin ity." 

There are frequent comparisons of the 
woman revolution and the black revolu
tion . Pauli Murray, the brilliant black 
woman lawyer who some years ago with 
a grant from Method ist women compiled 
state laws on race, writes bold ly in 
"Voices" of the libera tion of black wom
en. Black women, she warns, can neither 
postpone nor subordinate the fi ght 
against sex discrim ination of the Black 
Revolu tion. Because black women have 
an equal stake in both women's and 
black liberation, "they are the key figures 
a t the juncture of these two movements." 
And white women feminists are their 
natura l allies in both causes, lawyer and 
civil rights veteran Murray argues. She 
suggests tha t productive inte rchange be
tween black and white women is facili
tated by the absence of power rela tion
ships which separate black and white 
males. 

"Wom en's Liberation and the Church" 
centers on the shocking discrimination 
women, Protestant and Roman atholic, 
have suffered in the community which is 
supposed to transcend all barriers. Edited 
by a young woman on the staff of 
Church Women United, this book in
cludes the intelligently angry voices of 
such younger Protestant women as Da
vida Foy Crabt ree, a seminarian who 
was elected as vice-president of the Na
tional ounci l of Churches, and Susan 
Copenhaver Barrabee as well as better 
known sisters Sidney Callahan and Rose
mary Ruether. Most impress ive of the 
essays in many ways and certainly most 
original is Peggy Ann \ Vay's "An Author
ity of Possibil ity for Women in the 
Chu rch." This book has an invaluable 
appendix which includes the statement 

made by the women 's caucus a t the De
troit Assembly of the a tional Council 
of Churches (unlike much rhetoric in 
retrospect it still reads well ). Here too 
are lesser known sta tements of various 
women's church caucuses. The devas tat
ing survey by Earl Brewer which reveals 
the inequity among top-paying pos itions 
held by men and women in nationa l level 
burea ucracies of the churches and the 
already famous stud y of sex-stereotyping 
in United Methodist nursery school 
lite rature are to be found here. 

Of these three books, I found "Adam's 
Fractured Rib" leas t helpful though if 
the other two books did not exis t one 
would be happy enough fo r it. This 
single-a uthorship book somehow seems 
scrappier than the collections. l\ l rs. Er
marth, a professo r of history at \ Vitten
berg Un ivers ity, headed a subcom mittee 
on the Role of Women in the Life of 
the Church, this "the" being "the 
Luthera n Church in America." It has 
lots of footnotes, interpolated news 
stories , and quotes but somehow doesn't 
rise above its reference mater ials. There 
is sloppy scholarship. 

Dr. Ivy Chou, the l\ le thodist theolo
gian, becomes Dr. Chow. Dr. Charlotte 
Brown-Meyer, the woman associa te gen
eral secretary of the World Cou ncil of 
Churches whose regrettably brief career 
as director of the inter-church aid divi
sion of the World Council of Churches 
is claimed as a victory (she was out be
fore this book was), becomes Charlotte 
Proune-Mayers. 

Little a ttention is given to the impor
tant role of women's miss ionary socie ties 
in the development of alternative power 
structures on the North American scene 
and the little more than two pages given 
to the United lethodist Church are la
mentably ske tchy and ill-info1med. 
Source seems to be the World Method
ist Counci l and no mention is given to 
the powerful \ Vernen's Division which 
remains the la rges t organized group of 
women in the United Sta tes. This whole 
section on other churches is weak-most 
are b·ea ted in a superficial paragraph or 
two; the Waldensian Church of Italy is 
placed in France. 

l\ luch stronger, na tura lly, are the ref
erences to Lutheranism, especially in 
Germany, though I felt lo mention the 
suicide of one gifted woman pastor and 
to quote some self-pitying pastorinnen 
was not the bes t argumentation . In read
ing the chapter on the Lutheran 
Churches of orth America, I kept think
ing of Peggy Way's article in "W omen's 
Liberation and the Church" in which she 
professed to admire the Missouri Synod 
Lutheran more than other male clerical 
types because they come right out and 
"embody with hones ty what almost every 
churchman I know believes anyway. It is 
just that the l\ lissouri Synod men have 



written it all down and stated it in clear 
conceptual categories." 

I liked Mrs. Ermarth's last part best. 
It deals with basic problems of emanci
pation . The section on "Ordination and 
Sub-Ordination: A Problem in Man
Woman Relationships" is particularly 
good . She quotes Margaret Mead who 
says society holds such a low opinion of 
women who work for the church, profes
sionally or otherwise, that it often as
sumes they are either of low mentality 
or victims of neuroses . Mrs. Ermarth 
finds it understandable that Sigmund 
Freud could complain that the great un
answered question for him after thirty 
years" of research into the femi~.in.~ soul 
was What does woman want? What 
is less understandable is that Freud could 
not see the problem is not woman's 
alone; it is man's and mankind's. There 
are two easy ways out of the dilemma : 
one is to take the Muhammadan position 
that women have no soul; the other is to 
say that it was all settled in the Garden 
of Eden . The Christian can accept 
neither position." 

Mrs. Ermarth sees a "male backlash" 
shaping up and cites such sophisticated 
works as Lionel Tiger's "Men in Groups" 
and Bruno Bettleheim's "Children of the 
Dream" as symptomatic. "The church's 
task is to recognize that the conflict 
exists , to understand it, and to elevate it 
to creative purposes that are consonant 
with what we conceive to be God's pur
poses." 

Betty Thompson 

BEYOND FEMlNISM by Marilyn 
Brown Oden. Nashville, 1971: Abing
don Press, 112 pages, $3.50. 

Here is a book of gentle strength. Mrs. 
Oden is obviously a person of faith and 
vigor. She subtitles her book "The 
Woman of Faith in Action." The woman 
of faith can be any woman in any condi
tion- Mrs. Oden's book applies to all, 
but she herself is a middle-class minis
ter's wife, with an M.Ed degree and 
four children. She writes from her own 
experience to women like herself. There
fore she says too little about sin le 
women, the poor, those who have little 
education and therefore little chance to 
choose a fulfilling vocation. 

This is a 'Women's Lib" action book 
for Christian women who do not wish to 
belong to the radical feminist extreme 
who try to imitate the male role nor 
to the "mistress-madonna" type at the 
other extreme. Mrs . Odens' most impor
tant point, which she shows clearly, is 
that there is another alternative. Not a 
compromise position but an innovation. 
A position beyond feminism , which comes 
from faith , recognizing our worth as free 
individuals created by God, knowing 
that life has come as a gift from God, 
accepting that this carries a responsibil-
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ity. She says that we women must recog
nize the different phases in our lives, the 
years when the children are little, when 
they are older, or gone altogether, and we 
must see that we have different responsi
bilities and find different ways of self
giving in all these phases . Women have 
special qualities that come with our sex 
and especially ones that come with child 
rearing. We have a special sensitivity 
for persons and this sensitivity in action 
is what the world needs. Mrs. Oden sug
gests ways in which we can actualize 
ourselves and ways in which we can find 
opportunities for self-giving, at home, 
in the community, the nation, and shape 
the world we dream of. 

Janet Galloway 

WHEN THE MlNISTER IS A WOMAN, 
by Elsie Gibson. New York, 1970: 
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 174 
pages, $4.95. 

In Consultati.on on Church Union, pre
pared for nine Protestant denominations 
looking toward merger, it is stated : "God 
calls men to the ministry of word and 
sacrament and gives them the gifts 
needed to carry out their calling." Elsie 
Gibson points out how opaque this sta te
ment is for women. Does "men" mean 
"human beings," which would include 
women in the ministry as more than 80 
Protestant bodies do, or "adult males," 
which would exclude them, as is the case 
in the traditional view of Catholic, Or
thodox and Episcopal churches? 

Mrs. Gibson's study was conducted 
among 270 ordained women from some 
21 denominations in the United States 
(and a few Canadians) . Herself a min
ister for 35 years in the United Church 
of Christ, she recounts and discusses the 
experiences of women who have pio
neered in following their sense of calling 
and mission, often in the face of many 
obstacles. 

She examines the developing ministry 
of women from New Testament times to 
the present, an excellent introduction to 
women's history in the church . Men and 
women alike in reading this section of the 
book will be asking whether we ought 
not to begin a study of "women's his
tory," just as we need to learn black his
tory, in order to fill a large gap in our 
knowledge, a gap that was produced in a 
manner much like that relating to blacks: 
women's contribution was simply ignored 
and overlooked in a society that has 
given a place of importance almost ex
clusively to the white adult male. 

The church has not been the least of
fender. The history of women's work in 
the church in the early centuries of the 
Christian era comes in large part from 
the writings of theologians and the deci
sions of church councils regarding what 
women were no longer permitted to do, 

rather than from records of their con
tributions. Women in recent years have 
shown what they can do in ministry, and 
the validity of their calling is well at
tested by their determination and in
genuity in fulfilling their vocation in spite 
of discontinuity and discouragements. 

While Mrs . Gibson presents a strong 
appeal for recognition by the church of 
women's abilities, she does not favor 
fighting for women's rights . Perhaps the 
weakness of the book is that it assumes 
that society and its traditional role expec
tations will not change and therefore 
women continue to struggle for their op
portunities wherever a male-dominated 
church will permit them to work. 

She divides women into three cate
gories, viewing their ministry in the light 
of their marital circumstances: single 
women, married women, and widows 
(including divorcees). She describes 
the problems women encounter in terms 
of traditional roles , and her one sugges
tion for changing old patterns is that the 
church extend ordination to those who 
perform part-time ministries and to per
sons-both male and female-who, al
though they may make a significant con
tribution, are at present permitted to 
function exclusively as laity. 

On the one hand, Mrs. Gibson sees 
the single woman minister as committed 
but lonely; and on the other hand, she 
presents the married woman minister as 
one who must be burdened with two full
time careers : motherhood and the min
istry. While she sees the necessity for 
husbands who are cooperative and un
derstanding, she has a hard time getting 
away from stereotyped assumptions of 
what a married woman ought to do. 

She quotes a young woman respondent 
who wrote : "I feel that what is called for 
is .. . a whole reordering of male-female 
relationships, so that we act out of a 
commitment to the development of real 
personhood in both men and women, 
rather than out of traditional role 
models." Yet Mrs. Gibson contents her
self with describing what she sees as the 
present realities of life for women who 
choose both marriage and the ministry. 
One could have wished that she had 
added to her thoughtful study some sug
gestions for creatively working out those 
tensions that exist today for the profes
sional woman in the church . 

MARGARET E. HOWLAND 

Betty Thompson is Assistant General 
Secretary, Section of Communications, 
for the Board of Missi.ons of Th e United 
Methodist Church . ... Janet Galloway is 
a New Jersey housewife who was form
erly a missionary in India . ... Th e Rev. 
Margaret Howland is minister of the 
Woodside Unit.ed Presbyterian Church in 
Troy , New Yark and was very active in 
the campaign to liberalize New York's 
abortion laws last year. 
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000 00000000 ~ 000 
wee COMMITTEE HICHLICHTS 
DIALOGUE, RACE AND FINAN CE 

A new thrust in dialogue with men of 
other living faiths, complete agreement on 
a program to eradicate white racism and 
a new-found fe llowship highlighted the 
24th Central Committee of the World Coun
cil of Churches which ended in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia January 21. 

Meeting in Africa Hall since January 10, 
the 120-member policy-making committee 
countered the institutional and financial 
crises of the Church with speeches, state
ments and declara tions that should usher in 
a new chapter of the modern ecumenical 
movement. 

The committee, which de te rmines World 
Council policy between general assemblies, 
was meeting in Africa for the second time 
(it met in Enugu, Nigeria in 1965 ) and 
gave accord to the role of the churches in 
the search for African unity. 

It also met its own financial crisis with a 
challenge to the 252 member churches to 
increase their contributions and suggested 
a cutback in program and activity that 
would not hinder the progress and promise 
of the mandate given b y the Fourth Assem
bly in Uppsala, Sweden, in 1968. 

Though a number of churches in Europe, 
l\sia, Africa, Australasia and Latin America 
.vere received as members, the committee 
earned that future progress in relations 
.vith the Roman Catholic Church might 
10t be as fast as the past five years in 
;vhich developments far outpaced expecta
ions. 

The churches' concern for peace and jus
ice in international affairs was eviqent in 
he committee's urgent call to British Prime 
v!inister Edward Heath not to resume arms 
ales to South Africa and a ca ll on the 
nember churches (for the first time } to 
1ress their governments for the abolition of 
apita l punishmen t. 

The need for effective implementa tion of 
he United Nations conventions on human 
ights was highlighted by the Central Com-
1ittee when it saw evidence of increased 
buse of basic human rights. It urged the 
11 to establish machinery to hear com
laints abou t brutality and violence aga inst 
olitical dissenters and minority groups. 

More important to the internal fe llowship 
f the council was a new emphasis on 
1eology in the life and program of the 23-
ear-old Council. 

Meeting in this historic country with 
gendary links to King Solomon and the 
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DISCUSSION AT COUNCIL MEETINC 
ADDIS ABABA-M. M . Thomas of India (center ), chairman of the World Council 

of Churches' Central Committee, confers in Addis Ababa with Russian Orthodox Arch
bishop Vladimir ( le~ ) ana Randolph Nugent, director of the National Council of 
Churches' Division of Overseas Ministries . The Committee urged Britain to bar arms sales 
to South Africa, continuation of the WCC's anti-racism work and the establishment of 
an ecumenical fund in development . 

Queen of Sheba and which today has a 
strong Orthodox Church, this Central Com
mittee heard more interventions of a theo
logical nature than had many previous meet
in gs. 

Africa Hall, headquarters of the U 's 
Economic Commission for Africa and the 
sea t of the Organiza tion of African Unity, 
was crowded with delegates, members of the 
diplomatic corps, journalists and representa
ti ves of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church 
when His Imperial Majes ty Haile Selassie I 
mounted his imperia l seat to open the com
mittee on Sunday, the 10th. 

His speech and those of Acting Patriarch 
Ahuna Theopilos and Dr. W . A. Visser 't 
Hooft set the theme for the next 11 days .... 
"a society responsible to God as the Creator 
and Redeemer." 

Statement of Dialogue 
In an effort to help Christians live with 

their fellow men of other faiths the Central 
Committee, at the request of staff, issued an 
"interim policy statemen t and guidelines" on 
dialogue. This gives support for bilateral 
dialogue of a speci fic nature and participa
tion in world religious meetings under cer
ta in conditions but prohibits involvement in 
the organizational structure of world inter
religious organizations. 

The committee gave preference to world 
religious meetin gs that intend grappling with 
major human problems related to justice. 
development and peace on regional or world 
levels. 

"Christians enter into all forms of dialogue 
from the standpoint of their faith in Jesus 
Christ and their obligation to witness to 



him," said the committee in its interim state
ment. "Love requires us to recognize and 
respect the integrity of our partners who 
enter into dialogue from the standpoint of 
their faith and commitment." 

1 ot being able to solve all the theological 
issues involved, the Central Committee 
asked the Faith and Order Commission and 
the Division of World Mission and Evan
gelism to give further study to the relation 
of God's salva tion in Jesus Christ to h is 
presence and activi ty in the whole world 
and in the lives and tradit ions of men of 
other faith and ideologies. Also to the rela
tion between dialogue, mission and witness, 
and the way in which d ialogue is to be 
under tood and practised in the con text of 
indigenization. 

" ew criteria have to be developed for 
judging what are the responsible ways of 
expres~ing the Christian fai th in different 
cultures ," the committee said . "Dialogue is 
necessary to enable Chris tians to find out 
both what are the authentic changes which 
the Gospel demands and the authentic em
bodiment which the Gospel offers." 

Support for Race Program 
T he criticism that followed last Septem

ber's action by the Execu tive Committee 
making grants to organizations of racia lly 
oppressed peoples died when the Central 
Committee approved the decision. After the 
longest debate of the 12-day meeting (3Jf 
hours) the committee agreed tha t the deci
sion was "in accord with the Program to 
Combat Racism" which it had authorized 1'8 

months ago at Canterbury, England. It went 
on record saying the wee cannot be iden
tified comple tely with any political move
ment. 

l'\ lember churches now are asked to "in
vestigate and analyze" the military, political, 
industrial and finan cial systems of their 
countries , to discover and identify the in
volvement and support provided by these 
systems in the perpetuation of racism and 
rn ia l discrimination in both domes tic and 
fore ign affairs. 

The invitation of the South African 
churches for a consultation on joint strategy 
and action was welcomed and it will take 
place in the near future. Severa l South Af
rican churches had said afte r the Executive 
Committee's decision that they cou ld not ap
prove the anti-racism grants until they re
ceived a ful ler explanation. 

oting that the question of violence can
not be fu lly discussed or resolved in the 
c:mtext of racia l issues, the committee ap
proved a study on non-violent methods of 
social change which will concen trate on 
ways and mea ns of preven ti ng "the use of 
vio lence by those sustainin g the status quo 
when confronted by non-violent act ions and 
demon~trntions." Priority wi ll be given to 
action-oriented infomrntion and reflection on 
non-violen e, and a number of theologica l 
and ethical issues wi ll also be examined. 

General Budget Lagging 
Increased demands from member 

chmches for new programs and activi ties, 
and a sharp rise in in fl ation have brought 

John Tayl or Ph oto 

WCC executive committee m embers v isited the W CC-aided A ll-Af rica Lep rosy and 
Rehabilita tion Trainin g Centre (A L ERT ) outside Addis A baba. Dr. Doroth y Sam uel 
( left ), Indian researcher, shows leprosy bacillus to Dr . Tore Godal and Dr. T racey K. 
Jones, Jr. (right ), general secretary of the Un ited Method ist Board of Missions. 
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about a fi nancia l crisis in the general budget 
of the World Council. In spite of an increase 
of 19 percent in member church contribu
tions from a reques t of 33 percent in 1968, 
the Counci l faced a deficit of $43,000 las t 
yea r and a furt her poss ible de ficit of $70,000 
th is year. 1972 will be a crucial yea r with a 
poss ible de fi cit of some $170,000 and cuts 
in program and activity have been sug
ges t cl. 

The Centra l Committee has asked the 
member churches to increase their contribu
tions to the general budge t b y a t leas t 25 
percen t beginn ing in 1972 though it is rec
ognized tha t a number of churches are them
selves suffering from a similar crisis. 

Concern over a strange indifference to the 
need fo r unity among the churches was ex
pressed . The comm ittee was told that 
churches now face the danger of new di
visions d ue to their va ried understanding of 
Christ. the Gospel, the Church and above 
all their views of political and social involve
mf'nt. The Central Committee asked for 
fur ther stud y of the idea of a genuinely uni
versal council , convened to express Chris
tian unity. Eastern Orthodox representa tives 
said such a counci l could be convened only 
after un ity had been achieved while others 
see the wee as having a preparatory role 
in exploring the des irability of such a coun
cil. 

A new structure for the Council was ap
proved to be full y implemented by 1975. It 
calls fo r three new program units: F aith 
and Witness, Justice and Service, Education 
and Communica tion, with a separate com
mittee responsible for general policy and 
budge tary proposals of each. 

ln other major decisions the Central Com
mittee: 
-elected Mrs. Dr. Kiyoka Takeda Sho, 53, 
a professor at Interna tional Christian Univer
sity in Tokyo, as a Pres ident of the World 
Council replacing the late Rev. Dr. D. T . 

iles of Ceylon ; 
- approved the merger of the World Coun
cil of Christian Education with the WCC; 
- voted to set up a social work portfolio to 
promote concern for human dignity through 
church programs; 
--endorsed the Ecumenical Development 
Fund as a valuable instrument to ass ist de
velopment programs ; 
--endorsed the appeal for funds to a id US 
draft-age immigrants in Canada, made by 
the Council's Division of Inter-Church Aid , 
Refu gee and World Service on behalf of 
the Canadian Council of Churches; 
-approved three small consulations on 
"Science, Technology and the Quality of 
Life," "Political and Economic Choices in a 
Technological Era," and "Images of the 
Future"; 
-requested the creation of an Advisory 
Group on Studies on Man ; 
- approved the inclusion of non-member 
chmches in Christian Medical Commission; 
- continued for another three yea rs the 
Committ e on Society, Development and 
Peace between the World Council and the 
Roman Catholic Church. (EPS) 
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CHURCH AGENCIES LOBBY 
TO DELAY COPPER MIN I NG 

A study panel set up by agencies of six 
Protestant denominations is aggressively 
lobbying to delay proposed copper mining 
in Puerto Rico by two American corpora
tions. 

Based upon hearings held in San Juan in 
late January, the group is, in effect, asking 
the six Churches to force proxy fights aimed 
at winning certain environmental and hu
manitarian assurances from American Metal 

limax, Inc., (AMAX ) and the Kennecott 
opper Corporation. 
The two companies are involved in joint 

negotiations over mining in the Lares
Utuado-Adjuntas areas of the Puerto Rican 
commonwealth. The Puerto Rican govern
ment grants all mining permits and would, 
repor tedly, receive about $7.7 million per 
year from the operations. 

Collectively, the six Protes tant agencies 
which sponsored the hearings own 60,000 
shares of AMAX stock ( $2,212,200) and 
143,000 shares in Kennecott ($5,700,000 ) . 

Presentation of a set of recommendations 
to church leaders on the mining q ues tion 
was set for a la ter date. Each agency holding 
stock in the two companies will then decide 
whether it wishes to enter this fray, one of 
an expanding number of attempts to use 
church wealth to pressure corporations. 

MORE 
out of life. 

Would you like to discover a new way, 
a new direction, a new meaning in 
your life through a more vital per
sonal relationship w ith God? 
Millions have discovered such new 
meaning by the practice of daily de
votions. 
The Upper Room, the world's most 
widely used daily devotiona l guide, is 
more than just a publication . It is the 
basis for a discipline, a habit, a daily 
communication w ith God , . . a w hole 
new way of life. 
Start daily devotions in your home. If 
not already using The Upper Room, 
enter a trial subscription or bulk order 
to begin w ith the May-J une number. 
Subscriptions are 3 years for $3 .00, 
one yea r for $1.50. Bulk orders, 10 or 
more copies of one issue to one ad
dress, 15 cents per copy. Order from 

The Upper Room 
1908 Grand Ave. 

Nashville, Tenn. 37203 
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LISTENER 
LOUISVILLE-Dr. Cynthia W edel, Na

tional Council of Churches' president, 
listens intently as she presides over the 
m eeting of the General Board of the NCC . 
The policy-making body studied a restruc
turing pkm during the meeting . 

The agencies which authorized the hear
ings were the American Baptist Home Mis
sion Society, the Women's and National Di
vis ions of the United Methodist Board of 
Miss ions, the Coordinating Comm ittee on 
Inter-American AHairs of the United Pres
byterian Church, Standing Committee on 
Social Criteria for Investments of the Epis
copal Church, the Board of Social Ministries 
of the Lutheran Church in America and 
three units of the United Church of Christ 
-the Board for Homeland Ministries, pen
sion boards and the United Church Foun
dation. 

A decision to hold the San Juan hearings 
was made in early January, primarily on an 
appeal from Episcopal Bishop Francisco 
Reus-Froylan of Puerto Rico. 

The bishop opposed the copper mining 
proposals for months. He asserts that the 
operations would endanger ecological bal
ance and adversely affect the values and 
life styles of the people in the rural areas 
where the mines would be located . 

A spokesman for AMAX told Religious 
News Service that discussion on Puerto 
Rican mining had been underway for eight 
years between his corporation, Kennecott 
apd a se ries of Puerto Rican administrat ions. 

The matter is a stormy political question 
on the island, with many conflicting reports 
on the amount of land involved, the number 
of persons who would be displaced and 
whether smelting and refining would be 
done in Puerto Rico or elsewhere. 

The Ecumenical Panel on Copper Mining 
in Puerto, the group sponsored by the six 
Protestan t groups owning AMAX and Ken
necott stock, set out in hearings on Jan. 
21-22 "to determine the legitimacy of post
poning mining in the island ... due to the 
potential danger such mining migh t be to 
the health and well-being of the people of 
Puer to Rico." 

Six church representatives heard about 25 
witnesses, most of whom were opposed to 
the mining, according to summaries of the 
tes timony obtained by R S. 

Witnesses included Bishop Reus , a Meth
ocli~ t clergyman from the proposed mine 
site, representatives of anti-pollution groups, 
professors, geologists , students and Edero A. 
Gelabert, executive secretary of the mining 
commission of Puerto Rico. 

Hearin gs were organized by Dr. H ugh 
White, Jr., head of the National Industria l 
Mission in Detroit. 

Representatives of the two mining com
panies were invited but refused to par
ticipate, according to a background state
ment prepared by the study panel. 

However, late last year, AMAX officers 
met with Bishop Reus and Robert S. Potter, 
chai1man of the Committee for Inves tments 
of the Episcopal Church. 

On Jan. 9. Arthur Reef, an AMAX spokes
man, underscored a statement the corpora
tion made after the meeting. 

He told R S that AMAX believed that 
copper mining would be a "pe1manen t con
tribution" to the econom y and welfare of 
Puerto Hico. He said that in the past most 



industry set up on the island had been 
"light" and tended to employ more women 
than men. 

fr . Reef said AMAX and Kennecott 
geological investigations were begun at the 
instigation of the Puerto Rican government. 
He said AMAX believed the mining could 
be done without sacrificing the goals of 
ecology, which he added, are part of the 
firm's ba ic philosophy. 

In the past, the huge metal corporation 
has won several conservation awards for its 
anti-pollution efforts. Last year, it received 
the First Annual Environmental Honor 
Award in Conservation from "The Environ
mental Monthly" for painstaking planning 
on a Colorado molybdenum mine set to 
open in 1974. 

ewspaper reports in San Juan have con
tained conflicting data on such questions as 
the amount of land involved and the num
ber of fam ilies affected . An article in "El 
Mundo" on Jan. 24 said a total of 3,500 
acres would be util ized and 28 fa rmers dis
placed . The "San Juan Star" asserted four 
days later that 36,000 acres are sought and 
that 800 families would have to be re
located. 

Some opponents want no mining or smelt
ing, some want mines but no smelting, while 
others indicate they might favor both. 

The two mining companies es timate that 
40,000 tons of copper per year could be 
produced . For the first three years, 1,600 to 
2,000 jobs would be created in construction 
and about 800 thereafter through the smelt
ing stages. 

Some witnesses before the ecumenical. 
panel claimed that negotia tions have been 
carried on in secret. Protests on the des truc
tion of fa rm land were issued , water and air 
pollution dangers were cited and some said 
the mining would make a few Puerto Ricans 
wealthy and continue the poverty of the 
majority. 

Recommendations of the study group 
asked the companies to disclose their com
ple te current and future proposals to the 
Puerto Rican government, particularly those 
dealing with economic, social and ecological 
issues. 

Church stockholders were asked to in
troduce a resolution which would requi re 
AMAX and Kennecott not to enter into new 
mining ventures unless the firm s "undertake 
to indemnify those upon whom : .. opera
tions will impose costs in terms of environ
mental damage." 

A further proposal asks for corporation 
annual reports on what steps are taken to 
guard against ecological damage. The 
AMAX spokesman pointed out that his cor
poration has done that in annual repor ts to 
stockholders and in its journal. 

Public hearings on copper mining in 
Puerto Rico, another suggestion of the panel, 
were announced to the church group on 
Jan. 21 by Mr. Gelabert, Puerto Rico's min
ing commissioner. 

The church panel, in its summary of find
ings from the San Juan hea rings, wro te 
,critically of the companies fo r maintaining 
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a "cloak of secrecy" and for refusing to dis
close provisions of a December 1969 draft 
agreement wi th the Puerto Rican govern
ment. 

The finding said the churches have the 
responsibi lity to show concern for ecology, 
the economic welfare of peoples, political 
stabi lity and social and cultural balance in 
investment policies. 

Testifying in San Juan, Episcopal Bishop 
Antonio Ramos of Costa Rica, who is a 
Puerto Rican citizen, said : "One of the con
tributions the Churches could make in this 
situation would be to help make technical 
information available to the masses so that 
they can make decis ions about this issue 
(copper mining) which will affect the enti re 
nation." (R S) 

PROJECT EQUALITY BECOMES 
INDEPENDENT, NAMES BOARD 

Project Equality, an interreligious agency 
seeking fa ir employment through religious 
purchasing power, has incorpora ted as an 
independent agency and named 10 promi
nent churchmen to its board of directors. 

"Spun off" from its parent group, the Na
tional Catholic Conference for In terracial 
Justice, the new incorpora tion was planned 
from its inception in 1965 as an administra
tive uni t of the NCCIJ. 

According to a statement by PE's execu
tive director, the Rev. Robert A. Hoppe, 
and CCIJ executive d irector James T . 
Harris, Jr., the spin-off fo llowed a series of 
actions by the CCIJ board and the fo rmer 
PE council. The two organiza tions will con
tinue to share quarters in Chicago. 

Project Equality, which promotes equal 
employment opportunities by directing the 
purchasing power of religious institutions 
toward businesses that accep t PE affirma
tions, has 17 local offices and covers 23 
states. It is supported by nearly 400 major 
religious bodies. 

Through a program of on-s ite compliance 
rev iews of more than 3,000 businesses in the 
program, PE reports that it is generating 
an es timated 1,000 job opportunities for 
minorities each month . 

Joining delegates from PE's 17 local of
fices, as well as staff representatives and an 
NCCIJ delegate on the board of directors 
will be: 

Jesse N. Alexander, Jr. , associate execu
tive director, National Council of the YMCA, 
New York ; the Rev. John R. Compton, as
sistan t to the president of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Chris t ), Indianapolis; 
Harry Fleischmann, race relations coordi
na tor, American Jewish Committee, New 
York; Bishop Raymond J. Gallagher of the 
Lafaye tte (Ind.) Catholic diocese. 

Also, James Hamilton, executive director 
of the Washington, D.C. office, a tional 
Council of Churches; the Rev. Oscar Mc
Cloud, associa te executive director, Council 
on Church and Race, United Presbyterian 
Church, New York ; the Rev. J . Metz Rol
lins, executive director of the ational Com
mittee of Black Churchmen, New York ; 
Rev. Howard E . Spragg, executive vice-
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presiden t, Board of Homeland Ministries, 
United Church of Christ, Philadelphia. 

Also, the Rev. Cedric Tilberg, secre tary 
for program and leadership, Board of So
cial Ministry, Lutheran Church in America, 

ew York, and Mrs. Carolyn Wilh Im, sec
re tary for racial justice, Board of Missions, 
Unit d Methodist Church, New York. 

John Cannon, a Detroit attorney, is board 
chainnan, and the Rev. Bennie E. Whiten , 
Jr. , associate director of the New York City 

1ission Society, is vice-chairman . (R S ) 

CICOP CALLS " DEVELOPMENT" 
INADEQUATE FOR LATIN POOR 

U.S. missioners "are aware of the chang
ing mission reality and a re willing to openly 
confron t the full agenda of challenges," said 
Father Louis M. Colonnese in opening the 
eighth Catholic Inter-American Cooperation 
Program in Washington, D.C. 

Father Colonnese, director of the Latin 
America Bureau of the U.S. Catholic Con
ference, however acknowledged tha t there 
are "some highly insecure reactionaries" who 
are afraid to face the contemporary issues. 

If such reactionaries were present at this 
CI COP meeting (Jan. 28-31) they were 
bombarded with discussions geared to chal
lenge old-time thinking. 

The topic of the meeting was "Freedom 
and Unfreedom" in the Americas. This soon 
turned into a platfonn for criticizing de
velopment theories regarding the mass ive 
poverty in Latin America. 

In place of the tenn "development" the 
word "liberation" was offered as being more 
in keeping with the real situation in Latin 
America. 

In the process, aid programs by developed 
nations, especially the U.S., were strongly 
criticized as fostering a dependence and 
domination of the poor na tions b y the rich . 

"Liberation implies the suppression of 
elitism by a populace which assumes control 
over its own change process," according to 
Denis Goulet of the Center fo r the Study of 
Development and Social Change at Cam
bridge, Mass. 

"Development, on the other hand, al
through frequently used to describe various 
change processes, stresses the benefits said 
to result from them : material prosperity, 
higher production and expanded consump
tion, better housing or medical services, 
wider educational opportunities and em
ployment mobility, and so on ," he continued . 

Goulet said the development outlook con
tains two errors: 
-It uncritically supports change strat

egies which va lue efficiency above all else, 
even if efficiency must be gained by vest
ing decisions in the hands of elites. 

-It dismisses violence as unconstructive, 
but refuses to condemn the violence atten
dant upon legal structures . 

"Words like development, moderniza tion 
and technical assis tance evoke for La tin 
Americans, not progress, but destruction of 
thei r fragile societies by forces they cannot 
control," he said. 

Those who attack the "mys tifica tion 

wrough t around such words as development 
and foreign aid proclaim inst ad revolu
tionary consciousness and cultural act ion for 
freedom ," added Goulet. "Thei r central mes
sage is that oppressed groups everywhere 
cannot be freed via the channels of develop
ment so long as rich nations and classes 
maintain right control over change processes 
themselves." 

Goule t also criti ized the "special bias 
of U.S . scholars" that "subversion is a de
structive and socially pathological phenom 
enon." 

Citing olombia sociologist Orlando Fals 
Rorda , Goulet sa id subversion can produce 
positive results. 

Subversion "shatters apathy and brings 
d ynam ic a ttitudes to peasants, opens up 
new channels of social mobility based on 
merit, builds new institutions and hastens 
the advent of sound development." 

The libera tion viewpoint is growin g in 
socie ties where a new critical consciousness 
is being formed. 

"Ever more people are coming to under
stand that 'to be underdeveloped' is to be 
relega ted to a subordinate role in history, to 
be given the role of adjust ing to, not of 
initiating, technological processes," added 
Goulet . 

For him this is more than a "war of 
words: the battlelines are drawn between 
two con fli cting inte rpretations of historical 
reality, two compet ing principles of social 
organiza tion ." 

The terminology of liberation also has its 
limitations, noted Goulet. "It too can be 
trivia lized, uncritically used and transfo1med 
into an instrument of social control or 
escapist individualism." 

The commercialization of radical thinking 
by huge quantities of paperback books, 
plays, e tc., on the topic can neutralize the 
movement for liberation, he warned. 

"Like some huge digestive system, our 
socie ty secretes its own gastric juices to 
polish the rough stones of dissent into 
polished pearls of confonnity," he said. 

The subtle domination exercised over 
La tin America by the U.S. expresses itself 
"in such day-to-day ways tha t they pass al
most unnoticed," according to Helan Jawor
ski , a Peruvian sociologist. 

The U.S. tries to pattern its aid programs 
after its own mode of capitalistic develop
ment, sa id Jaworsk i, executive pres ident of 
the Center for the Study and Promotion of 
Development. 

The result is an attempt to promote the 
"American way of li fe" rather than search 
for indigenous solutions to local problems, 
he added. 

He c1;ticized the "use of mass media, 
especially TV, as a tool to educate for 
consumption . Latin America's barriadas 
(shantytown slums ) are the hum an and 
tragic response to the attempt to adapt so
cial life to the standards of diffe rent eco
nomic strnctures." 

Barriadas have been a growing phenom
enon during the past 20 years as the rural 
poor migra te to the cities in sea rch of jobs 

and money to buy the goods advertised in 
mass med ia. Most Latin-American cities, 
however, are not industrialized enough to 
pmvide the numerous jobs that would be 
needed to employ these masses. As a result , 
most of the migrants stay poor and can not 
escape the barriada. 

"The domination takes place because 
with in the tota l capitalisti c system certain 
sacrosanct objecti ves are kept inviolate: free 
trade and free enterprise, the propagaticn 
of a model of society that has to consume 
in order to survi ve and the stubborn denia l 
that there is any asymmetry in the ex istin g 
in te rnational relations," sa id the Peruvian . 

Businessmen, industrialists, government 
structures, the academic world , the military 
and hurch organizations are "converted 
into so many tools and accomplices of the 
domination," he added . 

Hegarding U.S. fore ign aid, Jaworski spe
cifica lly criticized "the ridiculously low and 
inadequate amounts of aid gran ted to Latin 
Am erica in comparison to the fw1ds repa
triated as profits to the United States by 
U.S. companies opera ting down there. The 
imbalance has meant a constant process of 
decapitalization and has contributed to 
make underdevelopment pennanent." 

Developed countries must realize that the 
underdeveloped cannot progress under a 
capitalist sys tem, he stressed. Jaworski also 
favored the terminology of libera tion. 

"Perhaps the only way out for us is an 
iron curta in that would protect the integrity 
of our subcontinental space under a clearly 
socialist regime of production. This curtain 
would isolate Latin America from the in
creasin g Rood of goods from the extremely 
modern North American industry and would 
enable it , with a coefficient of austerity, to 
rebui ld its economy," he said. 

The theology of liberation expounded by 
the more radical Latin-Arnerian theolo
gians makes Goulet fee l that the chances 
are good for Church people to become ac
tively involved in seeking revolutionary 
changes in the dominant relationship fac
ing Latin America. 

"Given the high visibility of pries ts and 
bi>hops in most Latin-American countries, 
the activism of groups which attack the 
complicity of the Church wi th the status 
quo is an event charged with explosive 
political potential ," said Goulet. 

He noted the social awareness which 
marks the thinking of Latin theologians. 
Some see the theology of liberation as an a t
tempt to baptize Marx, he added. 

"It is surely no accident that the Marxist
Christian dialogue has been carried out in 
Latin America, not by scholars, but by so
cia l infonners from both camps," sa id 
Goulet. 

CICOP is sponsored by the Latin America 
Bureau of the U.S. Catholic Conference. 

-Agostino Bono 
(LP ) 

WOMEN'S DIVISION ENDORSES 
AN EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 

The n, tional United Methodis t women's 
organ iza tion has endorsed the principle of 
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A YOUNGER ELDER 
LA JOLLA, Calif.-Pert Ann Muilenberg, 19, smiles a~er becoming elected the young

est elder ever e/,ected to help govern the La Jolla Presbyterian church in La Jolla, Calif. 
A co-ed at the University of California in San Diego, Ann hopes to bring yo 11ng and old 
closer together on social issues. President Nixon has worshipped twice at the church. 

a federal equal rights amendment for wom
en, and has reitera ted its qualified suppo1i 
for President's Nixon's proposal for a famil y 
assistance plan (FAP ) as a step toward wel
fare reform . while sharply criticizing his 
recommended "floor" of $1,600 annually per 

fami ly. "We point with shame to a program 
that asks a family of four to live on $1 ,600 
in 1971 ," their sta tement said . 

Those and other actions came during 
meetings of the executive committee of the 
Women's Division, United Methodist Board 

of Mi sions, February 9- 13. The Division is 
the national policy-making body for about 
1,600,000 women in 36,500 local Women's 
Socie ties of Christian Service and Wesleyan 
Service Guilds. 

The executive committee declared that 
the Women's Division supports "an equal 
rights amendment which would assure that 
equality of rights under the law shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United States or 
by a state on account of sex." 

In an action on welfare reform, the Sec
tion of Christian Social Rela tions (Mrs. John 
Paul Stone, San Diego, Calif. , chairman, 
spoke for the Women's Division, basing its 
statement on a 1969 Division policy posi
tion which supported the FAP concept but 
insisted that an adequate amount be pro
vided, and that a mother with dependent 
children not be compelled to work to qualify 
for assis tance (as has been proposed by the 
Administration ). 

Emphasizing the necessity for adequate 
income maintenance, the Section of Chris
tian Social Relations said : "It is difficult to 
make a polite, carefully worded statement 
on welfare reform . The situation is too 
urgent and too shocking when a nation with 
the moral heritage and material wealth that 
we possess continues to reaffirm its military 
might, backing programs of weapons and 
war for 1972 with $77.5 million, and deals 
meagerly and unwillingly with its poor 
citizens ... . We ask, as the National Wel
fare Rights Organization (NWRO ) pos ter 
asks, 'Why $5,500 every three seconds for 
war and $1,600 a year for a family?' 

" . .. we continue to encourage relation
ships with poor people's organizations, and 
call on United Methodist women to direct 
their attention to programs and legislation 
affecting the poor in a time when we strug
gle to redirect our resources from the de
struction of human life to the enhancement 
of it." 

In a report from its Committee on Ecu
menical Relations, of which Miss Doris M. 
Handy, Pittsburgh, Pa. , is chairman, the Di
vision executive committee learned that 
projections for the remainder of the 1968-72 
quadrennium in ecumenism include : 

Reaffirmation of the necessity for study 
by United Methodist women of the Con
sultation on Church Union's (COCU ) draft 
of "A Plan of Union," with priority on local 
interdenominational stud y; assisting local 
women to "be ecumenical in fact, not just 
word," with the Women's Division Commit
tee being a "genera ting agent to assist in 
ecumenical training" ; expressing concern 
that the Women's Division should work with 
people "of all diverse beliefs and disci
plines." 

Among reports heard by the executive 
committee was one by Division president, 
Mrs. Wayne W. Harrington, Omaha, Nebr. , 
who represented United Methodist women 
at the centenary observance of Isabella Tho
burn College, Bareilly, India, founded by a 
Methodist missionary and Asia's first college 
for women. (UMI ) 
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ANGRY WOMEN 
BELFAST, N. Ireland-Two Irish women, one brandishing a hurling cl11b (center ), are restrained 

during violence in Belfast. Several hundred stone and bottle throwing Roman Catholics rioted after a 
five-year-old girl was accidentally run over and killed by a British military vehicle. 

FIRST CATHOLIC RELIG IOUS 
ON METHODIST MISSION STAFF 

Dr. Helen C. 
Volkomener, a sister 
of the Providence 
Community, Seattle, 
Wash ., and associate 
professor of philoso
phy and sociology at 
Southern Oregon 
College, Ashland, 
Oregon, has been 
elected to serve on 
the staff of the 
United Methodist 
Board of Miss ions in New York. She will 
become executive secretary of Development 
Education and Training in the vVomen's 
Division of the Board on July 1, succeeding 
Mrs . Helene Castel who resigned. 

Dr. Volkomener, believed to be the fir st 
Roman Catholic Church worker (priest or 
religious ) to serve on the staff of a na tional 
agency of the United Methodist Church, 
will be on the staff of the United Methodist 
Office for the United Nations at New York's 

Church Center for the U.N. Dr. Volkomener 
has been program director a t the Center of 
Intercultural Documentation (CI DOC) , 
Cuernavaca, Mexico, of which Dr. Ivan 
Jllich is executive director. 

Lay Catholics are employed by several 
church agencies ; priests and other fu ll -time 
church workers teach a t United Methodist 
colleges. 

Other staff members of the Women's Di
vision e lected or promoted are Mrs . David 
J.Ca thcart, Lakeland, Fla., who will become 
the Women's Division staff member assigned 
to the ashvi lle Region: Miss Beverley C. 
Berry, New York and Ocala, Fla., who will 
become treasurer of the Board's National 
Division and an associate treasurer of the 
Ikard ; Miss Ann Eaton, San Francisco and 
Princeton, \ '\I.Va., who will become Wom
en's Division secretary of Leadership , 
Schools and Mission Education, and suc
ceeds the la te Miss Dorothy Barnette ; Miss 
Peggy LaDora Halsey, New York and 
Gainesvi lle, F la., who became secretary of 
Financial Promotion in the W omen's Divi
sion and is a former spccial-tenn home mis-

sionary; and Miss Helen Abshire, New York 
and Winchester, Va ., who will become sta ff 
assistant in the 'vVom en's Division. 

PRESBYTERY ENDORSES PLAN 
TO END BAIL BOND SYSTEM 

A program that would abolish the bail 
bond system has been endorsed by the 
Philadelphia Presbytery. 

Responding to a task force report com ing 
from the Metropolitan Christian Council of 
Philadelphia, the Presbytery gave unanimous 
approval to three alternate plans to replace 
the present sys tem. 

In one plan, the ci ty itself would provide 
bail, on a non-profit basis. In other cases, 
those arres ted with "roots in the commu
nity" would be released on their own recog
nizance, not posting bail if the amount set 
was Jess than $2,000. 

Another a lternative would have trial post
poned so that the arres ted person could re
ceive "extensive rehabilitative, vocational 
and training services." Then, if in the opin
ion of the court the counselling program was 
fruitful , no trial would be held. 



"These plans would considerably lessen 
the prison population," said the Rev. Philip 
l\lartin of the Presbytery staff. "Sometimes 
half the people in jail have not been tried. 
Overcrowding was a factor in the Holmes
burg Prison riot last July," he added. 

The Philadelphia Presbytery was the fi rst 
denomination here to approve the recom
mendations of the task force . Parti ipants on 
the task force include the Philadelphia 
Yearly Meetin g of Friends, the Southeas t 
Pennsylvania Conference of the United 
Methodist Chur h, the Episcopal Diocese of 
Pennsylvania and the Pennsylvania South
east Conference of the United Church of 
Christ. 

Their report was prefaced by a quota
tion from former President Lyndon Johnson, 
who aid, "Because of the bail system, the 
scales of justice have been weighted for al
most two centuries not with fact , nor law, 
nor mercy. They have been weighted wi th 
money. 

"The defendant with means can afford 
to pay bail. But the poorer defendant lan
guished in jail for weeks , months, and per
haps years before trial. ... He stays in jail 
for one reason only-because he is poor." 

The Rev. Cotton Fite of the Metropolitan 
Christian Council Staff said that Judge 
Donald Jamieson, the new presiding judge 
of the Court of Common Pleas, is "fervently 
in favor of the reforms." (RNS ) 

EVANGELISM STYLES VARY 
Recent reports indicate a variety of styles 

in evangelism in work related to the Com
mission on Ecumenical Mission and Rela
tions, United Presbyterian Church. 

From Ethiopia, missionary Kermit D . 
Hultgren reports : "One night while the 
hostel boys were praying in the chapel the 
Holy Spirit fell on them as it did in Acts, 
ch. 2. All were greatly blessed .... The ex
perience so warmed their hearts and created 
such a desire in them to communicate their 
love for God that most of them became 
very active witnesses of their faith. Our 
church attendance more than doubled." 

People in northwest Colombia, especially 
in the remote rural areas, are being stirred 
with the same enthusiasm. This religious 
enthusiasm is providing the inspiration for 
both personal life and community action and 
development. This is the region where 
COEMAR is involved in the Northwest 
Colombia Project. 

The project was initiated by Presbyterians 
in Colombia. United Presbyterians through 
COEMAR are contributing the services of 
two couples, the Rev. and Mrs. G. Lee 
Stewart and Mr. and Mrs. I. Lewis Baker, 
Jr. They work with Colombians in a multi
thrust program: church development, edu
cation, medical assistance, and economic de
velopment. The project assumes that the key 
source for development already exists: 
human potential. 

The project is moving best in the rural 
uplands, where there has been little mission
ary presence, and lay people are catching 
fire with faith and work for self-develop-

96 [258) 

ment. Their fa ith has strong Pentecostal 
overtones, ye t remains in the Presbyterian 
structure. A report from the area notes the 
"pxtraordinary balance and temperance" of 
the charismatic ministries, and adds: 

"Fai th healing and prophecy are regarded 
with cau tion and are not allowed to supplant 
medical or technologi al alternatives. De
spite some enthusiastic advocates, prayer 
was fe lt to be a dubious replacement for 
fertili zer. The movement had begun to en
courage mutual support in the community 
and avoidan ce of debt. The people are in
creasingly receptive to new attitudes and 
methods." 

New churches are springing up, typically 
pastored by laymen who have some charis
matic religious experience, such as a faith 
healing. These pastors involve themselves 
strongly in both Bible study and community 
affairs, and encourage the development 
work. 

A different sort of evangelism is reported 
from Seoul, Korea, by Elizabeth and Otto 
DeCamp. Station HLKY, related to the 
Presbyterian Church in Korea, is now being 
directed by Elder Chae Kyung Oh. He has 
greatly increased its time on the air, and 
the station is reaching a wider audience 
with the gospel message. Letters to the sta
tion tell of conversions . 

Station HLKY does a variety of program
ing. It is one of the largest radio stations in 
Korea, especially respected for its objective 
news coverage. The DeCamps work there 
wi th COEMAR support. Mr. DeCamp ad
vises on radio broadcasting, while Mrs. De
Camp-a nurse-serves in the Severance 
Medical Center hospital. 

MARGARET MEAD URGES 
REPEAL OF ABORTION LAWS 

Anthropologist Margaret Mead has called 
for the repeal of all abortion laws. She holds 
that the problem should be turned over to 
"the church and the medical profession. 

"The church should direct the consciences 
of its members and the medical profession 
should provide medical care," she said re
cently at the annual meeting of the Planned 
Parenthood Association of Rhode Island. 

Her remarks came at a time in which 
abortion laws are being considered by sev
eral state legislatures. The Iowa House of 
Representatives in mid-February killed a bill 
that would have liberalized the state's 112-
year-old abortion law, while the New Mex
ico legislature defeated efforts to repeal or 
amend its liberal abortion law. More than 
700 abortions were performed in New Mex
ico in the year fo llowing the liberalized law's 
passage. 

In the Iowa debate Rep . A. June Franklin, 
the only black member of the legisla ture 
and a Roman Catholic, blasted both sides 
of the emotional issue as being "phony and 
hypocritical." She said that the opponen ts 
of changing the abortion law wanted to 
preserve life but she said the same protec
tion of life "has never been a top priority 
in this country." 

Save on Qua lity Tables ... Buy At 

~~~~~:~IRECT PRICES 
for their money 
by ordering direct 
from Monroe! Find 
out how mu ch 
YOUR organization 
can save, too, on 
tables, chai rs and 
other banquet 
needs . Send to· 
day for FREE 
ca talog! 

THE MONROE TABLE CO. 
116 Church St., Colfax, Iowa 50054 

AUTHORS WANTED BY 
NEW YORK PUBLISHER 
Leading book publisher seeks man uscripts of 
all types : fiction, non-fiction, poetry, religious 
and juvenile works, etc. New authors wel
comed . For complete Information, send for 
booklet RH. It 's free. Vantage P ress, 120 W. 
31 St., New York, N . Y. 10001 

THIS SPACE CON 1RIBU1(0 BY TH( PUBLISHER 

Discover cancer. 
Early enough 

to do sometliing 
about it. 

The seven waro ing signals 
are: 

1. Unusual bleeding or 
discharge. 

2. A lump or thickening in 
the breast or elsewhere. 

3. A sore that does not 
heal. 

4. Change in bowel or 
bladder habits. 

5. Hoarseness or cough. 
6. Indigestion or difficulty 

in swallowing. 
7. Change in size or color 

of a wart or mole. 
lf you have a warning 
signal, it doesn't necessar
ily mean you have cancer. 
You probably don 't. But 
if your symptoms last 
longer than two weeks it 
pays to do the smart thing ! 
and see your doctor. 

American Cancer Society 
Fight cancer with a checkup and a check . ® 

She ci ted the war, the killing of Indians, 
the enslavement and lynching of blacks and 
sending men to the moon while people 
starve on earth. She also critized those 
who oppose abortion yet also object to sex 
education in the schools. 

"The woman should have some rights on 
this," said Rep. Elizabeth Miller (R.
Marshalltown, Iowa) in supporting change. 
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"Those who do not beli ve in abortion have 
every right to believe this way, but they 
should not deny a woman who does not be
lieve this way." Opponents of the bill argued 
that an unborn child is a living being and is 
entitled to the protection of the state. 

In Dr. 1\lead's ta lk, the noted anthropolo
gist noted that, unfortuna tely, the issue of 
abortions tends to become an argument be
tween Catholi sand Protestants. 

In the past, Dr. Mead sta ted, Protes tan ts 
tried to legislate morality-"they were pri
marily responsible for P rohibition"-and 
now some Ca tholics would like to do the 
same thing in the area of abortions. 

The an thropologist pointed out that just 
as non-drinking Protes tan ts supported re
peal of Prohibition when they became aware 
of the grea ter evils caused by the law, so 
also "there a re a lot of Catholics who recog
nize the evils of present abortion laws
the abortion black marke t, the dangerous 
practice of unqualified abortionists." 

( RNS ) 

WOMEN HAVE ALL THE STATUS 
THEY NEED, SAYS AUTHORESS 

'Women have all the sta tus they need , says 
Mrs. Ray C. Steelman, wife of a Palo Alto, 
Cali f. , pastor, in the March issue of Decision 
a monthly magazine of the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association. 

"Our status is assigned to us in the words 
of Genesis 1 :27 : 'So God crea ted man in his 
image, in the image of God he crea ted him ; 
male and female he created them,'" she said. 

Mrs. Stedman said that women need to 
be libera ted from "the idea that submis
sion, as the Bible se ts it forth , is a dirty 
word ." 

She noted tha t the Apostle Paul, who is 
accused of robbing womanhood of all status 
by insisting on \vifely submissions, also wrote 
that in Christ "there is neither male nor fe
male for all are one in him (Galatians 
3:28 ) ." (R S) 

EPISCOPAL BISHOP UNRUFFLED 
AS HIS STAND DRAWS CRITICISM 

Episcopal Bishop Robert L. DeWitt of 
Philadelphia endorses protes ts against "the 
style of modern life that has become so 
thing-oriented, o money-oriented, so com
petition-oriented that people are sacrificed 
on the altar of prevailing values." 

He seems relat ive ly un concerned by the 
criticism directed at him . Con troversy is 
nothing new to the bishop. During a recen t 
talk with studen ts at La Salle College, he 
said that hippies, Yippies and blacks who 
refuse to be "brought into the mainstream 
of American life" are protesting aga inst the 
"dehu maniza tion of man." 

Later he explained to a newsman that d is
senters "a re speakin g on behalf of all peo
ple who are ca ught up in the increasing 
rigidities and tight structures of modern li fe 
and over-organ izat ion." 

Bishop DeWitt draws a distinction be
tween violent ex tremists and political and 
cultura l revolut ionaries who, he says, want 
to make society and sys tems more serv ice
able to the people. 

LUTHERAN FEDERATION URGED : 
GIVE VOICE TO "THIRD WORLD" 

The Lutheran World Federa tion has been 
asked to give top priority to the crea tion of 
a church-to-church info1mation and experi
ence-shar in g mechanism that gives adequate 
voice to "Third World" Churches. 

LWF President Mikko Juva, a Finnish 
theologian, told LWF offi cers tha t today 
must be a time of "mutual giving and re
ceiving among all Churches. 

"The time is definitely over," he said , 
"when the economically strong Churches of 
the north were the 'givin g' Churches and 
the economically weak Churches of the 
south were the 'receiving Churches.' 

"It is evident," he said, that the majority 
of Lutheran Churches belong to what might 
rightly be called the Establishment .... " He 
cited steps taken by the LWF to involve in 
its constituency 'those who fo1m a minority 
but among humanity as a whole the vast 
majority. 

"The Voice of the Third World is not 
unimportant to issues which related to our 
more directly spiritual tasks , the cultiva ting 
of missionary spirit, furthering pas toral con
cern and working for regeneration of faith," 
he said. (RNS) 

JUDGE DISMISSES INDICTMENTS 
AGAINST STRINGFELLOW, TOWNE 

Indictments charging Dr. William String
fellow and poet Anthony Towne with 
harboring Father Daniel Berrigan, S.J., 
when he was a fugitive from justice have 
been dismissed . 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR RESOURCES 
FOR EXPERIMENTAL WORSHIP? 

Now one 72-page catalogue lists everything from patterns for banners to new 

songs for worship, from folk and peace albums to electronic music, from "whole 
earth flags" to Missa Luba. Over 250 items. Tells you exactly where to get what 

for creative groups. 

The catalogue costs $1.00. Write to The New Music and Arts Exchange, 152 

West 66th Street, New York, NY, 10023 

U.S. District Judge Edward W . Day con
firmed that two charges against both men 
were dropped "without prejudice," which 
means the governmen t could seek new in
dictments. 

Fa ther Berrigan , convicted of destroying 
draft records in Maryland, was captured at 
the hom e of Dr. Stringfellow and Mr. Towne 
on Block Island last August. The pries t had 
eluded the FBI for three months after fai l
ing to appear to serve a prison te rm . 

The Jesuit and his brother, Father Philip 
Berrigan, S.S.J., are now held in the fed
eral prison in Danbury, Conn. 

Dr. St ringfellow, an attorney and theo
logian, and Mr. Towne were accused of 
harboring a fugitive from justice and bein g 
accessories after the fact of the crime for 
wh ich Father Daniel Berrigan wa~ con
victed. 

Judge Day did not disclose the spec ific 
reason for dismissing the charges. Edwin H . 
Hasting, a Providence lawyer representing 
the accused, said the judge found the in
dictments insufficient and too general in 
scope. 

The two Episcopal laymen pleaded inno
cent to harboring Father Ben-igan , although 
they admitted tha t "a t a certa in time and in 
a certain place we did relieve, receive, com
fort and assist" the p,;es t. 

They denied any attempt to "harbor" or 
conceal Father Berrigan or to hinder law 
enforcement authorities from arres ting their 
gues t. ( RNS ) 

MINISTER FROM INDIA 
NOTES M YSTI CISM 
IN CHRISTIANITY 

Modern man has ignored the inheren t 
mys ticism in Christianity, crea ting a credi
bi lity gap among young people, a United 
Methodist minister from India said here. 

"Young people are religious per se," said 
Dr. Sam Kamelasan, "and because they as
sociate Christianity with the mistakes of the 
so-called establishment, they turn to East
ern religions ." 

Dr. Kamelasan is currently on the min
i ~ t erial staff of Walnut Hill Uni ted Method
ist church in Dallas. He will return to India 
in July to resume duties as pastor of a 
church in Madras. 

"I believe there is a Christian mys ticism," 
he said. "The reason mystery in religion ap
peals to man is because he is inherently 
worshipful of the unknown . It is an awe 
rather than a fear." 

He explained he fee ls Chris ti anity in re
cent years has made the unknown, the "in
explicable," a sign of weakness. "What we 
are saying in essence, is tha t all mystery in 
religion is not acceptable to modem man." 

Therefore, concludes Dr. Kamelasan, the 
young people of the 1960s and 1970s "are 
in revolt aga inst the adult world 's Chris
tian ity. 

"I think young people are more re ligious 
today. They are discarding external activi ty 
for internal reality through their interest in 
mysticism. I think they are saying, 'I need 
the internal level,'" he said. 



Dr. Kamelasan, however, pointed to a 
basic diHerence in the mysticism of Eastern 
religions and Christian mysticism. 

"Eastern religions are centered on self, 
meditation, a withdrawal from the world. 
But the motivation of Christian mysticism is 
involvement. It teaches us to be involved in 
life. not detached from it." 

Dr. Kamelasan said the Christian faith , 
through it neglect of the mystical aspect 
within man, is not challenging the total man . 

"There is not social gospel or spiritual 
gospel," he says . "The total man is both, and 
obviously many of our youth have missed 
this mystical element, so they tum to East
ern religions." (RNS) 

VOLLEYBALL MARATHON NETS 
$706 FOR A BLACK COLLEGE 

Through a marathon 2llt-hour volleyball 
game, United Methodist high school students 
in Spokane, Washington, raised $706 for 
their congregation's Race Relations Sunday 
offering. Participants collected pledges from 
church members to give 30 cents fo r each 
point scored in the game. 

After long night of steady play that pro
duced many sprained fingers , blood-shot 
eyes, and two holes in the new church 
ceiling, the young people scored 2,356 
points. 

They ate breakfast and attended morning 
worship at Central United Methodist 
Church, where the pastor, Dr. S. Raynor 
Smith, quipped that he never remembers so 
many people sleeping through his sermon. 

Funds raised will go to Huston-Tillotson 
College in Austin, Texas . (RNS) 

RABBI SAYS HIS LONG HAIR 
WAS REASON FOR DISM ISSAL 

A young, long-haired and bearded rabbi 
has become a source of controversy at Tem
ple Shaaray Tefila, a 126-year-old Reform 
synagogue in New York. Although many 
vigorously support him, some members have 
objected to the rabbi's experimental type 
services and his personal appearance. 

Rabbi Philip Schechter, 37, reported that 
a letter from Frederick H . Block, president 
of the congregation, informed him the board 
of trustees had disapproved the renewal of 
his contract for the fi scal year beginning 
July 1. 

The charges by the board range from 
complaints about his personal appearance, 
wearing a white robe at services, "conduct
ing important religious services in a spirit of 
levity and a lack of reverence of the 
prayers," Rabbi Schech ter said. 

The rabbi observed that he was "fi red fo r 
what I can only assume is my long hair be
cause I was never asked to refu te any other 
charges against me." He said the board had 
accused him of having "an unsightly mass 
of hippie-type hair." 

Referring to the charges of wearing the 
white robe, he held the criticism was 
"absurd" since "on the High Holy Days
all rabbis do. 
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"Could it be that some members of the 
congregation are opposed to me because my 
beard and hair length remind them of 
Moses and the prophets of Israel?" Rabbi 
Schechter asked. "Could it be that they ac
tually oppose young people comin g to our 
services because my sermons relate the 
Bible to •today's events?" 

Eric Lipetz, president of the congrega
tion's men's club, has described the rabbi 
as a "man of Cod , a kind and ethical young 
man who tried to bring young people back 
to the religious fold and out of the drug 
culture." 

Another member of the congregation ex
plained that the new rabbi had introduced 
some of the experimental-type worship ser
vices approved by the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations, the central congre
ga tional body of Reform Judaism. Many 
of the members responded favorably but 
some objected. 

In an earlier action, a special committee 
appointed to inves tiga te the charges voted 
to retain Rabbi Schechter. But the board of 
trustees rejected the committee's report. At 
the time the rabbi was hired , several months 
ago, he was wearing his beard and long 
hair. (RNS ) 

M ISS MONA E. KEWISH , 57, 
MISSION EXECUTIVE, DIES 

Miss Mona E . Kewish, 57, of 400 Central 
Park West in New 
York and formerly of 
Chicago and Salina, 
Kansas, a United 
Methodist m1ss10n 
executive and form 
er social work ad
ministrator, died 
January 23, at Me
morial Hospital in 
New York after an 
illness of two 
months. 

Since 1968 Miss Kewish had held a dual 
staff position in the National Division of 
the United Method is t Board of Missions, 
wi th offices at 475 Riverside Drive in New 
York. She was assistant general secretary 
of the Division for its Section of Joint Ser
vices, which coordinates work in Architec
ture, Research and Survey, and Deaconess 
Service. She was also executive secretary of 
the Department of Children's Homes and 
Residences, which opera tes 13 children's 
homes and 19 residences for youn g business 
women throughout the U.S. 

Miss Kewish began a 14-year career with 
the Board of Missions in 1956, serving fi rst 
as executive fo r Communi ty Centers and 
since 1963 as executive for Children's Homes 
and Residences . For five years, 1951-56, she 
was director of one of the National Di
vision's principal settlement houses, Marcy 
Center, in a racia lly changing neighborhood 
of Chicago (the center has since merged 
into the Marcy-Newberry Association ) . 

Having a background in Christian educa
tion as well as social work, Miss Kewish 
served 1944-5 1 as parish worker and Chris-

tian education director at the Union Avenue 
Methodist Church in Chicago. F rom ,1937 
to 1941 she taught in public schools in 
Kansas. She also had served on the staff of 
the Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House, 
a Methodist community center in Eas t St. 
Louis, Ill. She was commissioned a Method
ist deaconess in 1945. 

Born in Salina, Miss Kewish spent her 
early life there and attended Lane High 
School. Working at various jobs while at
tending high school and college, she studied 
at Ottawa University, Ottawa, Kansas; 
Kansas State Teachers College at Emporia; 
the fo rmer National College for Christian 
Workers, Kansas City, Mo. (now part of St. 
Paul School of Theology in Kansas City) , 
and George Williams College, Downers 
Grove, Ill . She received a diploma in Chris
tian education from National College ( 1944 ) 
and a bachelor of science degree in social 
sciences from Williams ( 1949 ) . She did 
graduate work at Tulane University, New 
Orleans, La., and received the master of 
social work degree in 1963. 

Miss Kewish was a member of the Na
tional Association of Social Workers, the 
National Conference of Social Work, the 
National Association of Deans and Coun
selors, and the American Academy of Certi
fied Social Workers. A lifelong Methodist, 
she was a member of Christian Church 
Methodist in New York. She was an artist in 
leisure hours and on vacation ; several of 
her watercolors and oils hang in the Na
tional Division offices. 

Surviving are a sister, Mrs. C. E. Beckner, 
Paola, Kansas, and a brother, Cale R. 
Kewish, Newhall, California. (UMI ) 

TAIWAN , SOUTH AFRICA 
DEPORT MISSIONARIES 

United Methodist missionaries have been 
ordered to leave Taiwan and South Africa 
in recent days in unrelated actions. 

The Rev. and Mrs. Milo Thornberry, Jr., 
formerly of Texas, were placed under house 
arrest in Taipei on March 2, ordered out of 
the country wi thin 48 hours, and are now in 
Hong Kong. Mr. Thornberry taught church 
history at the interdenominational Taiwan 
Theological College. 

No reason was given for the action 
against the Thomberrys, but officials of the 
Board of Missions speculate that the ex
pulsion was a poli tical act aimed at under
lining the displeasure of the Chinese Na
tionalist government over President Nixon's 
message in which he indicated U.S. in
teres ts in improving relations with Com
munist China. 

In the South Africa case, A. Gus Kious, a 
United Methodist from San Leandro, Calif., 
and Mr. and Mrs. Reed Kramer of Knox
ville, Tenn ., serving under a program spon
sored by tluee denominations, have been 
served deportation orders to become effec
tive with the expiration of tl1eir temporary 
resident permits. No official reason was 
given, but several news accounts speculated 
multi racial aspects of the young workers' 
program may be responsible. (UM I ) 
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The Family, by Marisol CO LLECT ION O F THE MUSEUM O F MODERN ART , N EW YORK 

Marisol !Escobar) is a Venezuelan artist who now lives in New York . She did this paint
ing-sculpture of painted wood and other materials in 1962. 


