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July is a hot month. Many people like to 
keep their brains cool during the summer
time by reading only light material which 
does not make them think. In our modem 
world, where things happen so fast, this is 
-not always an approach that works so well. 
Besides, many church people spend the sum
mer going to meetings in order to be pre
pared for the coming year. 

Our contents this month are not particular
ly light but we hope that they are interesting 
enough to read even in hot weather. 

We have several things this month that 
relate to Red China. First there is the cover 
picture of the girl Red Guard at a demon
stration in Peking. We find this a haunting 
picture. We cannot quite be sure of this 
little girl's age but certainly she is not very 
old. This is the face of the future of much of 
the world. What does it say to us? 

In addition, we also have a photo essay on 
! China today. These pictures are no different 

from other ones coming from that enigmatic 
land but they do indicate some of the turmoil 
that is going on there. 

Brave is the man who will try to examine 
China today. But if any man has the cre
dentials, it is David Stowe. Dr. Stowe, now 
head of the Division of Overseas Ministries 
of the National Council of Churches, is a 
former missionary in China and an astute 
China watcher. 

Closely related to China is the war in 
Vietnam. Whether we are "hawks" or 
"doves," we can agree that the work being 
done in South Vietnam by Vietnam Christian 
Service is necessary. Our photographs only 
show one project in Hanoi but this project 
is illustrative of the work being carried on 
throughout that unhappy land. 

In the original Communist country, Russia, 
the plight of religious groups has generally 
improved in recent years. A notable excep
tion is the lot of the Jews. This is related 
both to traditional Russian anti-semitism and 
to politics about the state of Israel. In any 
case, it is a matter of concern to Christians. 

Israel brings to mind the United Nations. 
Here we have brought you a light summer 
feature, in spite of the serious debate taking 
place there. The gardens of the UN head
quarters provide blessed relief for troubled 
delegates, as well as for the passerby. 

The programs described by Miss Watson 
and by Miss Schonger demonstrate again the 
continuing obligation of the Christian mis
sion both here and abroad to minister to 
those in need: 
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WHO'S AGAINST THE MAY EDITORIAL? 
Your editorial in May \VonLD OUTLOOK, en

titled "\Vl10's Against the War?" prompts me to 
attempt a reply. 

My dissent comes from the opinion that not 
only are you in error in your concept of the Viet
nam war as "an incredible political blunder," 
but also in your support of the position of Dr. 
King. 

. . . The principles of non-compliance with 
the law as advocated by Dr. King are, in my 
opinion, very close to treason. I bclie\'C that Dr. 
King has weakened his position with those most 
able to help the civil rights cause. 

. . . I am always enraged at the position so 
often taken in editorials such as yours that the 
views of the Justice Department, the State De
partment, and most of the newspapers, do not 
correspond to the facts. \Vl10 are you to judge 
the facts in this issue? ... Your editorial does 
not suggest any alternative to our present policy. 
... You arc doing a disservice to The Methodist 
Church, and to the thousands of Methodists 
e\·crywl1erc who arc searching for the answers 
to the problems facing us as a Christian nation. 

JosEPII A. RAJl.'D 
P. 0. Box 17, Groveland, }.fass. 

000000 

This is tlw first letter I have e\'er written a 
magazine or newspaper, but I felt that I could 
not let the editorials in the }.fay issue of WonLD 
OUTLOOK go unchallenged. It is "intellectuals" 
like you who arc muddying the thinking of to
day. Your all-out support of Martin Lutl1cr King 
is, to say the least, reprehensible. 

You arc certainly not speaking for the Meth
odist people in this country when you write that 
kind of editorial. 

Mns. NELSON Bmn 
\Vyecrs Cave, Virginia 

ON BISHOP WARD'S ARTICLE 
The April issue is at hand of the \Vom.n OuT

LOOK. I think I have read it since it began. I 
have always thought it was our best Methodist 
paper. I like the fact that you give everyone 
a chance in the letters column. 

Bishop Ward's article on the Holy Spirit is 
very real to most of us. I spent thirty years as a 
missionary in India, seven years working in the 
American Indian School here in South Dakota, 
and two years in the Peace Corps. \Ve need to 
give His Holy Spirit full reign in our lives. 

Now, [I have] a few criticisms. 
When Bishop \Varel mentioned what Ma

hatma believed, I couldn't help thinking that 
Gandhi lived in great frugality with the poor 
people. Do our Bishops? 

Is it the business of The Methodist Church 
to pay lawsuits? Is that the spirit of Christ? 

I was glad to see the articles on ccumcnicity 
and Vietnam .... 

GE!lTIIUDE BECKE!l 
Flandreau, Soutl1 Dakota 

A LAYMAN LEADS WOMAN'S SOCIETY 
IN INDIA 

The wi\'CS of the district superintendents, the 
Bible \\'omen, and some of our preachers' wi\'cS 
work with the women in the slums of the cities, 
and in the \'illagcs. In addition to adult literacy 
classes, regular Bible Teaching, and Sunday 
schools, these women organize and conduct 
\Voman's Societies. 

The best \Voman's Society of Christian Scr
\'ice worker in ?-.loradabad District is Charan 
Singh, a layman. lie began conducting \Voman's 
Society meetings in his village, where there was 
no literate women to lead. \Vith our help he has 
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now organized societies in sixteen villages. \Ve 
follow Mabel Sheldon's book for \'illage so
cieties, and Charan Singh teaches a lesson a 
month. 

GLADYS DOYLE (MM-F) 
Address in U.S.: 
cl o India Office, Metliodist Bd. Missions 
475 Riverside Dr., New York, N. Y. 10027 

WOMEN HAVE THEIR DAY IN PAKISTAN 
Yesterday we had a most encouraging day. 

There was a woman's meeting, to discuss and 
plan the work for women. The Re\'erend Hugh 
Lormor, executive secretary for Pakistan, met 
with us. 

\Ve realize that if we are going to strengtl1en 
the church we must strengthen the \Voman's So
cieties on the local levels. The work is far from 
adequate because of tl1e lack of trained leaders . 

Thirty-five women met with 11r. Lormor for 
several hours, to study our situation. These 
women are wives of pastors, and of district su
perintendents; and missionary women; and of
ficers of \Voman's Societies. 

It is now decided that we shall have a full
time worker, called the Coordinator of \\'omen's 
\Vork-a totally new job. Plans call for surveys 
in order to get a more accurate picture of present 
work and unmet needs. There are many needs 
for training conferences, and for more materials. 
\Ve need your prayers, for tl1e church and its 
leaders here in Pakistan. 

Mns. MELVINA E. \Vu.so:-; 
Lucie Harrison Girls' School 
17 Warris Rd., Lahore 4, \Vest Pakistan 

VARIETY IN MISSION LIFE 
Ed helped to take out of customs innumer

able items of equipment and personal effects 
for the mission. He met more than 200 workers 
and \'isitors at the airport, helped them with 
the legal papers necessary to enter the country. 
He was administrator of the conference and, 
the latter part of the year, was :lcting conference 
treasurer. The Methodist office under his super
vision sent out about se\'en thousand letters. 
The little church in Obrajcs, where he is pas
tor, gained eight new members. 

Nat continues as editor of Iligliland Ecl1ocs, 
and is in charge of the clinic volu.ntecr program. 
During July and August Nat worked on the 
history of the church in Bolivia, for the Ency
c/011cdia of World i.\/ctlwdism. 

En AND NAT BAnnEn ( ;\l;\I) 
Casilla 356, La Paz, Boli\'ia 

FIFTY TOBA INDIANS PER DAY 
The Board of 11issions and Ad\'ance reported 

to the 75th Annual Conference of The Methodist 
Church in Argentina in January that the work 
with the Toba Indians in northern Argentina 
was carried on throughout HJ66 by our three 
hard-working m1ss10narics, Dr. and ;\!rs. 
Cicchetti and 11iss Elizabeth Stauffer. Fiftv 
people per day ha\'C recei\'ed medical attentio~ 
through their efforts. 

Miss Stahl, a new missionary nurse, has been 
added to the team. 

On the invitation of the Dutch Rcforn1ed 
Church, the United Board and the Methodist 
Board have planned the creation of a much ))('l
ier anti-tuberculosis center for work with the 
Indian population of the Castelli area, for whom 
this disease is a real scourge. 

From Pampa Brcc::cs, March, 1967 
lnA E. Sm:n:>.tAN, editor 
Na\'arro 4567 Buenos Aires, Argentina 

DEACONESS SUCCESS STORY 
~liss Eh-ira Lopez lacks half an inch of being 

fi\'e feet tall; she weighs only 74 pounds. But 
she has made a wonderful record in the church 
here. 

Miss Lopez came here after two years of 
deaconess training at Harris College in Manila. 
\Ve did not then ha\'e a single adult group in 
the area who could join our simple worship ser
\'ices. Now we ha\'e fi\'e dilferent congregations 
into which people from surrounding \illages can 
come. Due in part, at least, to the inspiration 
of 11iss Lopez, we ha\'e completed three church
e> in tl1is circuit, and a fourth is being started. 

This has come about because Miss Lopez 
has hiked countless miles, and has even waded 
rfrers, to keep the meetings going in which the 
Filipino people learn songs and scriptures. 

Miss Lopez has been a great help in guiding 
our scholarship and self-supporting students, 
who lh·e here, and who attend the nearby gov
ernment high school. They, in turn, furnish 
leadership in evangelistic and Sunday school 
teacher teams tliat go out on week-ends. 

MAnIAN W ALKEn (MM) 
Palling Methodist Center 
Capas, Tarlac, Philippines 

"THE TRANSFORMING POWER" 
IN FAMILY LIFE IN THE CONGO 

The only class in the seminary where the 
\\ives study witl1 their husbands is in the class 
on the Christian Famih-. You can be sure that 
the children keep tl1e .discussions in line \\itl1 
reality. 

Nowhere is the transfom1ing power of the 
Gospel seen with such \'hidness as it is seen in 
the relationship between husband and wife, 
and in the concept of family life. Any one who 
doubts the superiority of the Gospel ought to 
make some comparisons as to how the religions 
of the world have affected the total life of 
women. Few women in \Vestcrn countries 
realize what a tremendous difference the Gos
pel has wrought in tl1cir li\'eS, in contrast witl1 
those women who live outside its influence. 

ELwooo AND Dams BAnTLrn (;\I~!) 
Kimbulu-Kayeke, Ecole Theologie 
11uhtng\\ishi, sac prive, Lubumbashi 
Rcpublique du Congo 

NEW PRESIDENT AT LYDIA 
PATTERSON INSTITUTE 

On April 27, 1967, the Re,·erend Mr. Alfredo 
Naiiez was installed as president of Lydia Pat
terson Institute. On the same dav a new field 
house g),nnasium was dedicated ai the Institute. 
Dr. Edward Carothers of the Methodist Board 
of ;\lissions was the principal speaker. 

Every penny gi\'en to the Institute is used for 
the maximum benefit of our young people. In 
this second semester (spring, I 967) we ha,·e 
the largest student body cver-855 enrolled. 
Of this number, 135 are in the night school. 

Our Institute has made application for mem
bership in the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools, as well as in the Na
tional Honor Socictv. 

Ncics Bulletin from L\'dia Patterson Inst. 
501 South Florence St.: P. 0. Box 11 
El Paso, Texas 79901 ( ~1-IIF) 

YOUNG PEOPLE ACTIVE IN BRAZIL CHURCH 
Central Church is in the midst of a building 

program. The sanctuary is about half-finished 
( ~pring of HJG7 )-and the thrilling part is that 
all the money has come from the local church 
group. 

Thrrc is a large group of acth·e young people 
in the church. Some arc studying on the junior 
college Je,·el. Eight of these young people have 
recently finished a training course preparing 
them to teach adults to rcacl. Helping pcop!P 
lc~.rn to read is an important ministry of the 
church. 

Lr:o:-; A:O-."D ~IAHTIIA Sme:-.-.- {~!~!) 
Caha Postal G7, Muriac, ~linas Gcrais 
Brazil 
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WITNESS TO A GENERATION. Signifi
cant writings from CHRISTIANITY 
AND CRISIS 0941-1966), Edited hy 
Wayne H. Cowan. Indianapolis, 1967: 
The Bohhs-!Uerrill Company, Inc., 272 
pages, $5.95. 

From hawk (or vigilant eagle) on the eve 
of V11orld \Var II when neutrality was the 
prevailing temper of the American scene to 
aggressive dove in the present Vietnam em
broglio, CHRISTIANITY AND CRISIS has 
maintained an independence of opinion 
which has placed it at the top of U. S. jour
nals of opinion. This collection commemo
rates a quarter of a century of the fortnightly 
review founded by the venerable Christian 
realist Reinhold Niebuhr and "sustained," as 
the dedicatory page has it by Union Semi
nary's present president, John C. Bennett. 

Distinguished by any standards, the col
lection, unlike many anthologies, is the kind 
of book that is interesting to read right 
through. Although the mixing of articles 
chronologically is sometimes annoying, it has 
the merit of proving that some of the articles 
written in 1940 are just as fresh and pe1ti
nent as those dated 1966. Here are fascinat
ing living pieces of contemporary history
Niebuhr on the death of President Franklin 
Roosevelt, Jacques Maritain on anti-semi
tism, Martin Niemoeller in 1946 on the 
question of German guilt, Karl Barth on the 
difference in his attitudes toward Nazism 
and Communism, Adlai Stevenson on the 
survival of a free society, Paul Tillich on the 
God of history, Dietrich Bonhoeffer's "Who 
Am I?" These alone would be w01th having 
bound together for preservation. 

Such memorable and well-publicized edi
torials as the one opposing Senator Gold
water and John Bennett's "A Roman Catholic 
for President?" are here. Commentary on 
the "new morality" is well represented by 
Harvey Cox's famed Playboy's Doctrine of 
Male. Cox also writes on Evangelical Ethics 
and the Ideal of Chastity (these articles 
found their way into Cox's surprising best
seller The Secular City). Howard Moody's 
definition of obscenity not as "slick paper 
nudity" nor weirdo films but as the debase
ment and depreciation of human beings is 
included in the section "Speaking to New 
Realities." 

The new theology does not get a hearing 
except as it is put down by Langdon Gilkey 
in "Secularism's Impact on Contemporary 
Theology.'' But the new style of Cluistian 
witness is well represented in the moving 
coverage of civil rights by John Maguire, 
Wayne Cowan, Malcolm Boyd and other 
participants in freedom rides and marches. 

Editor Cowan gives us a useful and inter
esting introduction and lets us in on how 
close this valuable journal was to folding in 
1954 when it had 4,000 subscribers and a 
defi.cit of $2,000. What he does not tell is his 
own role in pushing its circulation to 20,000 
and detennining many of the new features 
of recent years. Oddly enough, none of the 
Roman Catholic "aggiornamento" writers he 
mentions, like the late Gustav Wiegal and 
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the COMl'vlONWEAL crowd of Clancy, 
Callahan, Leo, Finn, appear in the collec
tion. However, it seems mean-spirited to ask 
for more when so much is given. 

In looking over even the recent contribu
tors, few under forty (other than Steve Rose 
who is there) appear. The approach to the 
mis is also rather timid with general articles 
on such safe giants as Camus and Faulkner 
(albeit some very good theatre and film 
criticism by Sidney Lanier and Tom Driver). 
In looking to the future one also wonders 
whether CHRISTIANITY AND CRISIS, 
which has been so successful at bringing us 
some of the best European political and 
theological thinking, will be able to give a 
new generation similar stimulation from Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America. This overwhelm
ing majority is represented in the present 
collection by one man-M. M. Thomas of 
India. Alan Paton has two moving essays but 
there is no black African. 

Nonetheless, the collection achieves its 
editor's purpose of bringing together ma
terial to give the journal's characteristic 
flavor and indicates its breadth and depth. 
To quote founder Niebuhr "As long as this 
journal combines moral imperatives with 
moderate moral discdmination, it will have a 
creative future in both Church and Nation." 
And many happy returns! 

BETTY THOMPSON 
Executive Secretary, Section of 
Communication, Methodist 
Board of Missions 

THE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH, hy 
Demetrios Constantelos. 1967: Green
wich, Conn, Seahury Press; 124 pages, 
paper, $1.95. 

Just when most young Orthodox were be
ginning to assume that at last the Orthodox 
Church in America had come of age, yet 
another book appears on the scene present
ing a defense of Orthodoxy. There are many 
things wrong with the Orthodox Church, 
but to continue to offer the same excuses 
centu1y after century-and this time by one 
of Orthodoxy's outstanding scholars in Amer
ica-is inconceivable. 

Chapters five through nine do offer some 
justification for the claim made on the back 
cover that "this is an authoritative, straight
forward, and highly readable account of the 
essential teachings of the Greek 01thodox 
Church, written for the general reader." 
These chapters deal with Worship, Sacra
ments, Traditional Practices, Saints and Holy 
Fathers, Optimism and Hope. They offer a 
clear presentation of some of the fundamen
tal aspects of Orthodox belief and practice 
and will be a good source for those desiring 
an introduction to Orthodoxy. 

In the opinion of this writer the rest of 
the book is inaccurate in many instances and 
frequently inconsistent. 

The first chapter argues for the use of 
"Greek Orthodox" as the name of the church, 
but many other names ("Orthodox Chris
tian," "Greek Christian," "Orthodox Catho
lic," "Eastern Orthodox," etc.) are used in 
the rest of the book. 

On page thirty it is stated that ", .• the 
Greek 01thodox Catholic Church is tl1e 
Church of God on earth; she is not a grand 

division of Christianity but t1rn pure original 
Christianity; not a body of believers but the 
body of Christ on earth." How is this recon
ciled with statements on pages 69 and 70 
against the conversion of "other Christians"? 
Surely, even the most uninformed reader will 
see through this duplicity. 

The final chapter might have made sense 
if it had not been stated on page 65 that 
"The Orthodox Church is not a worldly or
ganization or a social system, but a living 
organism with Christ as her head." In light 
of this, it is hard to imagine what line of 
thought led to the inclusion of a chapter 
devoted largely to arguing for the legislative 
recognition of the Orthodox Church as a 
fourth major faith. Even Archbishop Iakovos, 
who wrote the brief Foreword to this book, 
has stated repeatedly that no amount of 
legislation \vill make us a fourth major faith. 
Such recognition will come automatically 
when we have assumed the responsibilities of 
a major faith. 

JAMES CouCHELL 
Campus Commission 
Standing Conference of Orthodox Bishops 

VILLAGE OF THE OUTCASTS, hy Roh
ert M. Wulff. Garden City, N.Y., 1967: 
Douhleday; 226 pages, $4.95. 

"A long . train journey seemed the most 
sensible trip, so I asked for a ticket to the 
end of the line. 

'Chiengmai?' 
'Is that the end of the railroad?' 
'Yes, the end. The end.' " 
As accidentally as that did Robert Wulff, 

fresh out of Minnesota's St. Olaf College, 
and enamoured of the Orient, discover his 
calling to work with lepers in the remote 
regions of Thailand. 

The end of the line turned out to be the 
beginning of a remarkable adventure for a 
young man who had no skills to offer except 
compassion and a desire to be of service. 
Wulff joined the staff of missionary doctor 
Richard Buker, who tutoi·ed him in leprosy 
work. Then, eight years before the founding 
of the Peace Corps, he set out \vith nine 
lepers to start their own village under the 
principle that even lepers ought to work, 
and that every leper in the village should 
work. 

Wulff's book is largely his diary of those 
six years in the jungle. He describes the 
growth of the village to over three hundred 
lepers, his efforts to get the village accepted 
by neighboring non-lepers, and the close 
friendships he formed \vith Thais whom he 
treated as partners in this unique enterprise. 

He tells of his nightly scorpion-hunting 
routine, and his meetings \vith king cobras, 
pythons, kraits (a powerful snake), hornets, 
elephants, gibbons, leopards, A.I.D. person
nel, thieves, missionaries, and other deni
zens of the jungle. He is frequently humor
ous and always frank. "I have no desire to 
be a hero," he says, "as far as king cobras 
are concerned.'' 

Towards the end of tlrn book he describes 
his marriage to a young Thai, Ajana Arie, 
and their return to the United States. We 
are never told, however, what Mr. Wulff is 
doing now. 

The book has a foreword by Vice Presi-
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dent Hubert Humphrey, who says that he 
had the work of this fellow-~'linnesotan in 
mind when he first started talking about a 
Peace Corps in the 50's. There is an ap
pendix on leprosy control methods by Dr. 
Buker. 

C.E.B. 

THE GLORIOUS 11\IPERATIVE, by 
Everett W. Palmer. Naslwille, 1967: 
Abingdon; 160 pages; S3.00. 
Here are twelve sermons by the resident 

bishop of the Seattle Area of The Methodist 
Church. But while they appear as separate 
sern1ons, and were so preached, principally 
at the Candler School of Theology at Emory 
University, they have unitedly a common 
purpose: "To help make the organized 
church vigorous and relevant." They are 
written alike to ministers and to laymen. 

In a day when too many persons seem 
eager to tear down the church, literally and 
figuratively, Bishop Palmer would encourage 
the faith, the outlook, and the strategy that 
help build up the church into an institution 
serving the needs of men. He notes: 

"Paul once urged Christians in Corinth 
that they 'strive to excel in building up the 
church.' This, I believe, is the duty and 
vrivilege of every Christian in every genera
tion. Paul wa,~ not implying that the church 
is of human devising and that man, merely 
by rolling up his sleeves, makes possible its 
life and growth, i.e., builds up the church. 
Rather he was calling for that response in 
love, faith, and obedience by which God can 
work through men for the upbuilding of his 
church. There was never any doubt in Paul's 
1nind that the church was of God, not of 
man. But, likewise, he was fully cognizant of 
the necessity for man's response to the divine 
initiative as a means to the church's well
being." 

Chapters, all leading toward vigorous sup
port and renewal of the church, bear such 
titles as: 

"The Concern of the Church in Economic 
Life"; 

"The Role of the Church as Peacemaker"; 
"Concern for Persons.'' 

w. w. REID 

CALL TO ADVENTURE, edited by Ray
mond J. Magee. Nashville, 1967: Ab
ingdon Press; 160 pages (paper). 

What is the purpose and value of a "reli-
gious retreat"? How should one be con
ducted in order to give the most help to 
participants? 

Thirteen "retreat leaders" of note contrib
ute twelve chapters--each the portrayal of a 
different "retreat experimentation"-to this 
volume. There are throughout the chapters 
many practical suggestions for both the par
ticipants and the leaders of religious groups 
that wish to retire to mountain height, or 
lakeside, or to some upper room for con· 
templation, study, and communion, and to 
share with God and with one another. There 
are groupings of the chapters under head
ings of: Retreats as Advance; Retreats as Ad
venture; Retreats as Training for Life of 
the Spirit. 

The names of the chapter-writers are suf
ficient guarantee of the value of their observa-
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tions and suggestions: John Oliver Nelson, 
Ralph M. Holdemann, Douglas V. Steere, 
Frederick K. Wentz, John B. Magee, Charles 
Whiston, Wayne R. Rood, William Mc
Namara, 0. C. D., Allan A. Hunter, George 
Bnmn, J. T. F. Bugental, Gerald V. Haigh, 
Robert M. Cox. 

W. w. REID 

THIS IS LIVING, hy Leonard Griffith. 
Nashville, 1967: Abingdon Press; 158 
pages, $3.00. 

The author of this in-depth study-which 
the sub-titles, "Spiritual Treasures from Paul's 
Letters to the Philippians" -is minister of 
the Deer Park United Church in Toronto, 
Canada, and was earlier, for six years, min
ister of the famed City Temple in London, 
England. 

In fifteen brilliant messages (or sermons), 
the author studies Paul, the man-and the 
words which were addressed not only to men 
1900 years ago "but to me personally .... 
It has my name and address. . . . After I 
have read it through and pondered it for a 
while, I can begin to imagine that I have 
a very dear friend who has been imprisoned 
by a hostile government and has written to 
thank me for sending him a gift of money." 

The sermons are entitled: Saints in Christ; 
Partners in Christ; Victories in Christ; Life 
in Christ; Stability on Christ; Unity in 
Christ; Salvation in Christ; Pride in Christ; 
Ambition in Christ; Citizens in Christ; Joy 
in Christ; Magnanimity in Christ; Content· 
ment in Christ; Credit in Christ. 

In these sermons, based on one letter, we 
find the heart and the whole wide panorama 
of the Cluistian faith. 

W.W. REID 

DOING RIGHT AND WRONG, by John 
B. Snook. New York, 1966: Associa
tion Press; 128 pages, 75 cents 
(paper). 

The author-a member of the religious 
department of Phillips Exeter Academy, 
New Hampshire-has written this volume in 
"A Keen-Age Reflection Book" series to help 
guide young people in decision-making con
cerning moral and ethical questions. He 
shows how young people "discover them
selves," make decisions, and accept responsi
bilities. There are chapters entitled : "Think
ing About Right and Wrong,'' "Discovering 
Yourself," "Families and the Right Person
ality," "Right and Wrong with Friends," 
"Believing and Choosing"; and a closing 
chapter on the problems that come to all 
young persons-tl1eir career, their choice of 
a life mate, their duties as citizens, the "so
cial glass" or abstinence, war and peace, 
"involvement" in Christian social concerns. 

The volume is readable, opening up ques
tions without giving dogmatic answers. It is 
valuable to youth in their teens and beyond 
-and to teachers and parents of youth. 

W.W. REID 

YOUNG CHILDREN SING, edited by R. 
Harold Terry. Philadelphia, 1967: 
208 pages; $4.75. 

The American Lutheran Church and the 
Lutheran Church in America have coop-

crated to publish this attractive and well-il
lustrated hymnal for the teaching of children 
from three to seven years of age. This volume 
is for the use of the teacher-but parents 
of children of tl1is age will find it equally 
delightful and serviceable. It is a master
piece of the p1inter's art. 

There are 133 hymns here; texts cl10sen 
that children can comprehend, and tunes 
chosen that they can sing: yet much of both 
belong in the "standard hymnals" of Protes
tantism-and will carry over into adult needs 
and uses. More than three dozen texts and 
tunes were written especially for this hym
nal, and all have been tested with church 
school classes. Many of the older hymns 
have been given new arrangements and 
modem hannonizations. Related prayers 
have been inserted for use by children with
in the several divisions of the hymnal: 
Easter, Trinity, God's World, God's Love 
and Care, Jesus Our Friend and Savior, Our 
Church, Praise and Adoration, Living as a 
Christian, Giving Thanks. 

The illustrations will add delight to the 
children. Sections on worship and music in 
Christian education, and how to teach music 
to children, will be helpful to teachers and 
parents alike. 

W. w. REID 

THESE l\IEET THE MASTER, by' David 
C. Hill. l\finneapolis, 1967: Augsburg 
Publishing House; 95 pages (paper), 
Sl.95. 

This is a book for slow reading and con
tinued meditation-a welcome relief from 
the too-many books of "devotional reading.'' 
The sub-title describes the precedure: "40 
porb·aits of persons who encountered Jesus." 
The gradually unfolding story of the "en
counter" of men with Jesus begins with 
Joseph and Mary, and proceeds through 
Cleopas and Paul. The whole is the Gospel 
in a new and exciting format. Each of the 40 
persons tells his or her own story ("en
counter") in the first person singular. Each 
story is told in semi-verse form-yet is a fair, 
though sometimes "free," translation of the 
Gospel account. The author is a newspaper 
reporter and free-lance writer in Minne
apolis . He has written refreshingly, making 
his subjects "live"; and the reader will gain 
a number of new insights at many points. 

W. w. REID 

U. S. METHODIST TOURIST 1\1AP. 
Evanston, Illinois, 1967: Commission 
on Promotion and Cultivation; 1200 
Davis St., $1.00. 

This wall map, sub-titled "Institutions and 
Projects That You Can Visit," is good value 
for any Methodist family or individuals 
planning trips or staying at home. The 
legend identifies 993 Methodist colleges, uni
versities, and Wesley Foundations; hospitals 
and .homes; mission projects; Methodist 
shrines; and other points of interest. This 
would be a wonderful gift to hand to friends 
or neighbors as they start out on a summer 
vacation trip. 

E.W. 
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EDITORIALS I 
I! 
ji Conversions in Indonesia 
I' From the Republic of Indonesia 
r comes news of large numbers of peo-

ple seeking to become Christians. The 
reaction of Christians in other lands to 
this news is joy, mixed with a certain 
amount of surpdse. 

Indonesia has long been the home 
, of one of the largest bodies of Chris

tians in Asia. To this should be added 
the fact that, unlike many Muslim 
countries, Indonesia has always 
stressed religious liberty and conver
sion has never been the social trauma 

, it is elsewhere. Christians were active 
. in the movement for independence 
· and have always been prominent in 

the government of the republic. 
The fact remains that conversions 

in the present large numbers are 
something new and seem to be re
lated to the political convulsions that 
have racked Indonesia in the last two 
years. The attempted Communist 
coup against the government (the 
facts of which are not yet altogether 
clear), the retaliation by the army and 
its subsequent takeover of the gov
ernment, the gradual ousting of Presi
dent Sukarno, and (most of all) the 
bloodbath in which hundreds of thou
sands of people were butchered-all 
of these events have had a profound 
effect upon the people of Indonesia. 

Many people are still interned in 
I: camps. A recent NBC documentary 

suggested rather sh·ongly that both 
Muslims and Christians were being 

: used in these camps to preach anti
Communism and that conversion was 
a convenient way of saving one's neck. 

Ii There is probably a certain amount 
of h'Uth in this charge. It is certainly 
not up to us to judge the validity of a 

I profession of faith, but historical prec
' edent would indicate that conversion 

to escape the deathbed is as well 
l'llown as conversion on the deathbed. 

All that we may leave to the prov
idence of God. There are other factors 
at work which we should also ex
amine. Many of these people looked 
to Communism to help them escape 
from the miserable lives they lead. 
Now they are disillusioned but Islam 
still remains identified with the reac
tionary old order they wish to escape. 
Christianity seems to them to off er an 
answer to spirihrnl and social needs. 
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Finally, of course, our reaction will 
test the sincerity of our claims of mis
sionary zeal. We are so used to adding 
converts in small numbers, rather like 
new members of a club, that we hard
ly know what to do with large num
bers of new Christians. In the process, 
the whole Christian community is 
under a strain of readjustment. Which 
may be one of God's purposes. 

Mission Means Risk 
"I would not, after seeing the peo

ple who go there, recommend to any 
of my friends that they go there," said 
District Attorney Robert W. Duggan 
about the Loaves and Fishes coffee 
house in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
The patrons of the church-sponsored 
establishment, said the D.A., are 
"dirty and £lthy and dressed in the 
most peculiar clothes I ever saw." 

Admittedly, it has not been easy for 
the four churches sponsoring the 
Loaves and Fishes-First Methodist, 
Shadyside Presbytedan, Third Pres
byterian and Calvary Episcopal-to 
explain their motives to the people of 
Pittsburgh in general and the police 
in particular. But apparently they 
have succeeded with the police, at 
least to the point that charges of 
operating a "disorderly house" have 
been dropped. Antiphetemine pills 
were found on two patrons in a recent 
raid, and a packet of marijuana was 
discovered on the premises. People 
have been calling it the "Loaves and 
Fixes" since a similar raid last Fall. 

While not condoning the drug 
traffic, Presbyterian, Methodist and 
Episcopal leaders in Pittsburgh have 
publicly announced their continued 
support of the Loaves and Fishes and 
articulated their motives. They have 
quoted Matthew 11:19, descdbed 
how Jesus went where the people 
were, and admitted that this ministry 
is not in the so-called normal or con
ventional church pattern. They know 
that mission means risk. 

It will still be a while before all the 
people even in the participating 
churches "dig" this message. It will 
be even longer before those outside 
the church understand it. 

No doubt some of the Loaves and 
Fishes patrons are "dirty and £lthy"
though not as dirty and filthy as some 
of the men whom Jesus called by the 
Sea of Galilee. And some are "dressed 
in most peculiar clothes"-though 

nothing yet as "hip" as the habit of 
John the Baptist. We recommend the 
place to our friends. 

Hats Off, 
Here Comes the Symbol 

There are times when we begin to 
feel that the representatives of both 
church and state in this country are 
afflicted with a galloping case of pomp
ous old fogeyism, the chief symp
tom of which is a tendency to fly into 
a violent rage and confuse appearance 
and reality. A couple of good illustra
tions are at hand. 

One-Congress is debating in fierce 
terms a bill to establish severe penal
ties for burning the flag. This would 
be in addition to the bills aheady in 
existence in all the states forbidding 
flag burning. The bill is thus at best a 
duplication. 

The basic objection to the bill, how
ever, is deeper. The flag is only a sym
bol of the country-it is not the coun
try itself. 'To transfer our emotions 
about the country to the symbol is to 
forget what the real basis of our loyal
ty is all about. Surely our allegiance is 
to the democratic ideal and not to a 
piece of cloth. We have never been 
greatly impressed by flag burning as a 
form of protest-it seems as irrational 
as what it seeks to protest as well as 
being tainted with a desire for pure 
shock. But to think that a flag burner 
can be answered by stiffer penalties 
is to turn frqm debate to repression. 

In another area, a "mod" celebration 
of Ascension Day by some students at 
the Episcopal Theological School in 
Cambridge, Mass., has caused some 
editorial head-shaking by both The 
Christian Century and Christianity 
Today. The idea of sending up a 
helium-filled balloon to the accom
paniment of mock football yells may 
not be the final form of the new 
liturgy but it does seem to blend the 
current ideas of Marshall MacLuhan 
and John Robinson. To some of us 
who were there by accident, the mood 
did seem to be one of celebration 
rather than mockery. In any case, 
those who objected seem to have more 
a literalistic view of the Ascension 
than we thought common these days. 

This is an age of questioning; an age 
of reexamination. If we wish to defend 
values, we must not commit the mis
take of confusing them with their tra
ditional symbolism. 
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CHINA TODAY 
Communist impact and Christian responsibility 

by DAVID M. STOWE 

What has reen the impact of nearly 
twenty years of Communist rule upon 
the ancient culture of mainland China? 
What is the responsibility of Christianity 
in approaching this changed China? Dr. 
Stowe is Associate General Secretary 
for Overseas Ministries of the National 
Council of Churches and a former mis· 
sionary serving in China. This article is 
adapted from a paper given by Dr. 
Stowe at a China Consultation in Rich· 
mond, Virginia. 

W
HAT ARE the prospects for 
Christians of actually having 
an opportunity to renew re
lationships and activities in 

China? Nothing is clear about the Chi
nese future except one thing; and for that 
one point of clarity we have the Cultural 
Revolution to thank. In making chaos of 
the Chinese scene, and cutting off almost 
all remaining news of the church there, 
the Cultural Revolution has established 
the fact that nothing is impossible. It was 
all so unthinkable-that the inner hard 
core of the Communist Party, old com
rades of the Long ?'-.farch not only could 
quarrel but that they had been bitterly 
quarreling among themselves for years 
and were finally willing to risk splitting 
the country wide open to gain their ends. 
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Nothing, except perhaps an invitation to 
Chiang Kai-shek to return, was more out 
of character. The orthodoxies of China
watching-whether liberal or State De
partment-were confounded, and the fu. 
ture opened to a kind of unpredictability 
which calls for constant alertness and 
sensi ti vi ty. 

Within this context a graded hierarchy 
of probabilities appears as we look at the 
next ten years. Least likely is a collapse 
of the regime and the return of the 
Kuomintang; or its replacement by some 
home-grown alternative to Communism. 
Not much more probable is the rapid 
progress of revisionism, outstripping even 
the Russian model, which would permit 
the return of organized missions, in some 
up-dated form. Fairly likely, however, is 
a gradual increase of revisionism so that 
channels of outside contact arc opened 
and with them a resumption of some ecu
menical relations, possibly a good bit. In 
ten years the contacts may be sizeable; 
and within a generation, perhaps, the 
r~sumption of some form of mission 
seems a not unlikely prospect. 1992 will 
be the 175th anniversary of Robert Mor
rison's entry into Canton. By that year 
there may be other Morrisons there again. 

Looking beyond the decade ahead in 
order to think more spaciously about our 
responsibility now in respect to that fu
ture, I think of the comment of a Jesuit 
missionary friend of long experience in 
China. He said, in effect, "The Com
munist occupation of China will be seen 
some clay as a providential preparation 

for the gospel. The old Chinese culture 
was almost impervious to Christian faith. 
It had to be broken up and thus opened 
to radical new questions and new answers 
before the Christian mission could get a 
real hearing. That breaking and opening 
up is what Communism is doing." 

The experience of Christian witness in 
China, viewed historically, certainly 
lends color to this. Many writers like 
Levenson (Modern China and Its Co11-
f 11cian Past) and Varg (Missionaries and 
Chinese Diplomats) have analyzed the 
reasons why so vast a missionary effort in 
China, dating from the great 17th century 
Jesuit pioneers in Peking, produced by 
1949 an effective Christian community of 
only half of one percent of the popula
tion, a church which in many ways was 
still an exotic and externally subsidized 
enclave within the society at large. Many 
of us have warm memories of that church 
and some of its wonderful members; we 
may have had experiences of "successful" 
moments in missionary evangelism; but I 
suspect no one who 1.-nows carries any 
other impression of the mission as a 
whole than that of a quite rcsistablc force 
meeting an almost immovable object. 

Besides such general impressions, and 
our very specific individual memories, 
we have very little understanding, I 
think, of the actual dynamics of what 
church growth actually occurred, and of 
the situations in which it did not. If we 
arc to use the memories and personal rec· 
ords of those who were actual partici
pants in mission, we have only a decade 
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"Mao as a mortal qod fits· the classic pattern of the saqe-emperor fairly well." 
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in which to study what happened, and 
why; and to learn whatever we can learn 
from the past. 

I propose, therefore, that we launch 
without delay as comprehensive and seri
ous an analytical study of church planting 
and growth in China as we can manage. 
It must be analytical-that is, not simply 
recount facts and figures, but rather con
centrate on dynamics or "reasons why" 
the given facts and figures emerged, in 
very specific and defined situations. This 
might be one of the most important ways 
to manifest responsibility toward witness 
in China now. 

Even without these studies, however, 
we know in general what some of the 
basic problems were. 

Chinese Xenophobia 

Most obvious, probably, was Chinese 
xenophobia-or to put it more positively, 
that sense of superiority which was never 
more operative than when all the evi
dence seemed to be going against it, and 
it therefore had to be sustained at any 
cost. Levenson has pointed out how the 
Chinese intelligentsia managed to couple 
a repudiation of their Confucian light 
that failed with an equally vehement re
jection of the Christian component in 
Western technological culture. The trick 
lay in seeing them both as equally incom
patible with the modem scientific out
look, which then could be accepted as a 
kind of universal fate for all peoples and 
not a gift of the Christian West to Con
fucian China. 

This episode has very important bear
ing on the argument that it was the fail
ure of Christianity to provide means and 
morals for cultural revolution and nation
al-rebuilding which led to the debacle of 
1949. Certainly the church and missions 
should have been more relevant and more 
creative socially; but the idea that the 
Christian mission can ride into success on 
a platform of cultural modernizing seems 
thoroughly discredited by the Chinese as 
well as the Japanese experience. Tough 
old cultures have a way of picking and 
choosing among the modernizing ma
terials which are offered them; and of re
jecting alien religious elements while ap
propriating what they can assimilate to 
their own historic ethos. 

However, we must recognize that 
Levenson and others concentrate upon 
the selective rejection of Christianity by 
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mandarin groups, old and new. In at 
least one spectacular instance, that of the 
T'ai-P'ings, we see an essentially exotic 
creed serving as the vehicle for a great 
indigenous and popular social movement. 
I am one who believes that the Christian 
mission did come near to a massive break
through into Chinese life in the T'ai
P'ing movement; and that if it ever comes 
near again it will be in no less indigenized 
and therefore suspect and "syncretistic" a 
form. But the point here is that an alien 
faith has made its way twice in the in
tensely self-protective and self-confident 
Chinese society-once massively in Bud
dhism; and once momentarily with the 
T'ai-P'ings. It can happen. 

Cultural lncompatihility
Naturalism 

One basic component in Chinese cul
ture-perhaps the most ancient and basic 
of all-is a profound, pervasive and 
many-faceted naturalism. I use the term 
to indicate a primary orientation toward 
the natural process and environment in 
which human life is rooted-an "ultimate 
concern" for nature in the broadest sense. 
Almost any Chinese landscape painting 
with a human figure somewhere off to the 
side of center, an indigenous but tiny part 
of a much larger magnificence of moun
tain, water and sky, symbolizes this spirit. 

One expression of this naturalism is the 
religion of place and of clan, of the inter
lacing geographical and biological en
vironments, which was both aboriginal 
and highly developed in the imperial 
cults. The Book of Rites reminds of how 
"The son of heaven sacrifices to heaven 
and earth, the feudal lords sacrifice to the 
hills and streams within their fiefs." (Lutz 
36) The whole Taoist tradition embodies 
this spirit, as does much of the Chinese 
literary tradition. For Tu Fu, the great 
poet, the realm of being and value is not 
bifurcated. The Good, the True and the 
Beautiful are not an absolute, set over 
against an inchoate reality that always 
struggles unsuccessfully to approximate 
the pure value of the absolute. Rather, 
reality is dense, all one being. Values are 
the way we see things. This is the essence 
of the Chinese world view, says Kenneth 
Rexroth; and he is at least half right. 

The difficulty of asserting the Christian 
conviction of a transcendent norm of 
righteousness, a pervasive dualism of "is" 
and "ought," in this context is evident. 

Cultural lncompatihility-Humanism 

An analogous Chinese this-worldiness 
was rooted in the profound and rich 
humanism of the Confucian tradition. 
The mandarins had waged a millenia
long battle against Buddhist and popular 
Taoist "superstitions" which include 
virtually all trans-human concerns and 
reverences. Christian superstitions
whether merely of a liberal Protestant 
personal theism or proliferated in ortho
dox theological and cultic systems-re
ceived no more sympathy. The First 
Teacher had said, "Respect the gods but 
have little to do with them." He had em
bodied and proclaimed a way of life 
which focused on right human relation- . 
ships and on social and personal values 
integral to mortal existence. Against this 
urbane, practical focus on human capaci
ties and achievements Christianity 
seemed an irrational and superstitious 
view. 

Cultural lncompatihility
Chinese Realism 

Cognate both to this naturalism and 
this humanism, different as they were in 
many respects, was a deep strain of 
earthy and calculating, if not almost 
cynical, hedonism in Chinese life. With 
this temper Christianity in its 19th cen
tury Protestant form clashed sharply. 
Evangelical and heavily pietistic Protes
tantism envisaged Christianity in terms of 
Victorian models of idealism and puritan
ism. The veteran missionary Arthur 
Smith exemplified this contrast in his 
books on Chinese life and custom, even 
though he stood in the relatively liberal 
and socially oriented Congregational tra
dition. He could not restrain a bitterly 
critical note in his descriptions, all of 
which illustrated his conviction that what 
China needed was "conscience and char
acter." 

Long before, of course, China had re
pudiated its own native idealist, Mo-tze, 
and consigned his teaching of "universal 
love" to the waste-bin of heresy and 
fanaticism. 

On another level, in spite of the origi
nal Confucian tradition of speaking truth 
to power, of the sage bringing the ruler 
under judgment, and the Taoist cynicism 
about all establishments, China had no 
very active b·adition of prophetic crit
cism in society. Both the naturalist and 
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the Confucian-humanist strains func
tioned, by and large, as props for the 
existing order of things. Never very 
strong in missionary preaching and teach
ing, the prophetic dimension of Christian 
faith was little felt in China. What ethical 
force it exerted was focused on personal 
and familial levels. A revolutionary attack 
on fundamental institutions and power 
centers was beyond the imagination, and 
probably beyond the capacity, of the 
Christian mission and the tiny church. 

The Effect of Maoism on tl1e Chinese 
Environment 

Against this background of resistance 
and incompatibility, we must ask what 
influence a generation or more of Com
munism will have. 

-Chinese xenophobia is being rein
forced. Nationalism, suspicion of foreign 
influence-even of fellow-communists in 
other countries-assurance that the Chi
nese way of thinking and doing is su
perior to that of the outer barbarians, 
reach new intensities, and no doubt will 
continue. Marx-Leninism as a foreign 
"tao" has had to be thoroughly reinter
preted and indigenized by Mao. 

Thus the prospects for any kind of for
eign religion are even dimmer than be
fore. If h Christian mission is ever to 
make headway in China, it will have to 
come to terms radically with the Chinese 
spirit. 

-But traditional Chinese naturalism 
has been broken. The power of indige
nous nature-superstitions, although per
haps still evident in some residues which 
trouble the Party press, is surely gone. 
Never again will the feng-sliui and the 
earth and city gods really grip the Chi
nese mind. Nor will the spirits of the 
ancestors and the whole apparatus of 
familial piety, the individual's celebration 
of his biological rootage in nature, regain 
their hold. Mao has written poetry which 
has overtones of the old Taoist naturalism 
and aestheticism; but it has a core which 
overrides that mood with a focus on 
man's striving and his powers over na
ture. 

In freeing man from the matrix of 
nature and setting him over against it, 
Communism has done precisely what 
Christianity does. It says, "Have do
minion!" (Genesis 1:28) History, not nat
ural process, becomes the center of atten
tion and the locus of value. A 'Vestem 
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"The old Chinese culture was almost impervious to Christian faith." A Christian teacher in pre-Com· 
munist China talks about agriculture to a curious crowd. 
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critic may believe that Tu Fu's naturalism 
"is the only religion likely to survive" the 
20th century; but it does not appear to 
have survived even one generation of 
Mao. 

-Communism is also undercutting 
Confucian humanism. The social-struc
tural forms in which the latter had been 
embodied were one of the first and chief 
targets of an intense attack on feudalism 
and familialism. Against the generalized 
Chinese optimism about man, his nature 
and powers, Communism set a perception 
of radical evil. This is seen as socially 
determined, of course, and theoretically 
should not be present in the messianic 
proletariat and peasantry. But recent 
news reports make clear that original sin 
has been discovered in a peasantry which 
has reverted, on a rather large scale, to 
selflsh concerns, raiding granaries and 
commune banks, eating draft animals and 
generally living it up at the ex-pense of the 
state. 

-On the score of "conscience and 
character" a strange reversal has taken 
place. Maoism has installed a puritanism 
and idealism quite out-stripping any
thing now evident in those Christian so
cieties from which the 19th-century mis
sionaries drew their models. The taunt 
of the cadres in the early liberation years, 
"We do what you Christians only talk 
about," had much substance to it. In
deed, many Communist activists had 
been influenced by Christianity, in some 
case having drifted from an early involve
ment with the church as a potential 
bearer of democracy and liberty into the 
Communist movement. 

A fanatical puritanism in money mat
ters, devotion to duty and labor, and 
austerity in sex mark obvious resem
blances to the Protestant ethic. On a 
deeper level, convictions of radical 
equality among human beings, the prior 
claim of the last and least upon society's 
attention, the necessity and dignity of 
sacrifice, mirror Christian idealism. Sel
fishness, whether expressed in "econom
ism" or in other ways, individualistic or 
familial, is the key crime. The welfare of 
others, indeed of all mankind, is inter-
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nalized as the chief end of man. 
Two or three generations ago Chinese 

idealists, a tiny but important minority, 
looked to Christianity briefly for the 
promise of social and national redemp
tion. Failing to find it vigorous and prac
tical to accomplish their purpose, they 
turned to an idealism with more muscle. 
If the result of the repeated Great Leaps 
and devoted application to the thoughts 
of Mao Tse-tung is disillusionment, one 
wonders where the next generation of 
idealists will tum. Will they reconsider 
that faith which is the direct and indirect 
source of so much of the moral vigor of 
Chinese Communism? 

-There is another side to this picture 
of convergence behveen the result of 
Communist control and the Christian 
ethos, however. That immemorial Chi
nese reluctance to recognize any trans
cendent personal deity, pa1ticularly one 
with concern for individual human be
ings, seems at first look to have been 
reinforced by Communist atheism and 
scientism. Mao as a mortal god fits the 
classic pattern of the sage-emperor fairly 
well. But no more than the emperor does 
he serve on earth the will of any trans
cendent reality more personal than an 
overarching Heaven or a tao (dialectic) 
moving through cosmic history. Yet, in 
another way, Communism may have 
opened up the transcendental question. 
"Creation," for example, is not a tradi
tional Chinese concern, but Communism 
has made it a central question. 

-Finally, Communist realism identi
fied radical evil in man; but again, went 
only half-way with its insight. By focus
ing ·on class determinism, it failed to 
reach the Christian insight of original sin
fulness in all men, especially in the right
eous or those of impeccable class rela
tionship. A bridge from Taoist acquies
cence in human weakness and Confucian 
optimism to · Christian anthropology was 
begun. But it reached only pa1t-way to 
the other shore. 

One thing is striking in this summary. 
The crucial intellectual problems of con
temporary Christianity include those 
posed by the Communist impact on Chi-

nese tradition. These are: the problem of 
a transcendent God (God is dead; reli
gionless Christianity); the correlative 
challenge of a reductive naturalism so 
evident in the literature and theater of 
the \Vest; the question of any but a pure
ly relative and socially conditioned 
morality; and the everlasting uncertainty 
about how seriously to take forgiveness 
and universal love. Our problems, that is, 
in a real sense are the problems posed by 
Maoism. One most significant approach 
to Christian witness in China is serious 
homework on our present theological 
problems. 

A second major challenge, in part also 
theological as well as practical, is that of 
radical indigenization as an aim and 
mode of mission. We are still all bound 
up with inhibitions, uncertainties and 
confusions about "syncretism." These 
make a genuine kenosis of Christianity 
on the future Chinese scene still out of 
sight. To tackle squarely and imagina
tively the degree to which the gospel 
will have to take Chinese form in any 
post-Maoist mission is something we must 
be about. No doubt the exact forms of 
such indigenization must await the event, 
and depend on the ability of talented and 
committed new Riccis to play their part 
by ear. But thought and experimentation 
now will provide them necessary back
ground and prepare the ecumenical 
church to sustain them, as it did not sus
tain the Jesuits. 

Implicit in any genuine indigenization 
will be an absence of foreign subsidy and 
support for Christianity in China. Mis
sions and missionaries of the future will 
have to live largely off the country-pre
sumably through their ability to make 
their way in terms of "secular" livelihoods 
and services. One happy implication of 
this is the probable impossibility of a se
ries of massive sectarian invasions, heavi
ly financed and manned from outside. 
After World War II there was all too 
much of this; and to attempt a repetition 
after Mao would be tempting the divine 
judgment indeed. But divine providence 
will probably forestall any such lapse 
again. 
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A LOOK AT 

CHINA TODAY 

Soldiers in one of the huge military parades held regularly in Peking. 

JULY 1967 [ 325] 13 



A LOOK AT CHINA TODAY 
In the past ')'ear, the iniage of China in the outside world has been a confused one. The turmoil 

accompanying the struggle over the "Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution" covers the scene 

with a haze. From many witnesses, we hear stories of humiliations and even armed struggle. From 

others, we receive warnings that the aspect of violence can easilJ be exaggerated. What are we to 

think? 

These recent pliotographs of mainland China cannot answer that question. At best, they can 

only add a few more fragments to the jigsaw puzzle. The)' do not show scenes of violence and of 

hwniliation but they do show a country going through an upheaval. The precise nature and effects 

of the upheaval, it may be too soon to tell. 

Wall posters, inscriptions and portraits of Mao Tse-tunq virtually cover many of the buildinqs in Pekinq. "Mao's teach· 
inq is the compass of our activities" reads one sloqan. 
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Immense street demonstrations take place In the Chinese capital, This is an army demonstration. 
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A LOOK AT CHINA TODAY 

These portraits waiting lo be carried in a demonstration in Canion show Chairman Mao and North Vietnam's Ho Chin Minh. The Vietnamese war is the 
Iheme of many demonstrations. 
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The custom of wearinq surqical masks aqainst 
qerms and dust has been adopted by many mem
bers of the Red Guard. They claim that qood 
health will enable them lo "qrasp the revolution 
and stimulate production." 

JULY 1967 

These soldiers are beinq trained outside Nankinq. 
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The struggle in China is illustrated by this huge smiling poster of Mao Tse-lung. The sign underneath challenges President 
Liu Shao Chih lo appear al a high school in Peking and deliver his "self-criticism.'' · 

The disruption of normal life is shown by this band of Red Guards. Known as "little long marchers," they march from re
mote sections of the country lo the capital. Selling out with meager food supplies. they may travel over five hundred miles 
on foot. 
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LOOK AT CHINA TODAY 
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The 
Plight of 
Soviet fews 

Alone among Soviet citizens, Jews are the victims of a 

subtle but inexorable policy of attrition. The aim is the 

eradication-through painless but nonetheless effectual 

1neans-of the Jews in the USSR. 

These are excerpts from the recent report of the Ad Hoc 

Commission on the Rights of Soviet Jews. The Commission 

included such distinguished leaders as theologian John C. 

Bennett, Fr. George B. Ford, and civil rights leader Bayard 

Rustin. 
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The future of Soviet Jewry is in grave 
jeopardy. As a nationality, as a culture, 
and as a religion Judaism in the USSR is 
faced with possible extincti~n. 

SovmT JEWS AS A NATIONALITY 

Soviet Jew1y is officially designated a 
nationality. Soviet Jews are not Russians 
or Ukrainians or Bielorussians, although 
they have mastered the languages-chief
ly Russian-of the peoples among whom 
they live, and although they have made 
creative contributions in those languages 
and cultural milieux. They remain Jews, 
and both Soviet law and public opinion 
so regard them. 

In the .first three decades of Soviet rule, 
the State supported a wide network of 
cultural, educational, artistic, journalistic, 
communal and research institutions in 
Yiddish, the spoken tongue of the masses. 
(Hebrew had been banned as the lan
guage of "reactionary clericalism" and of 
"bourgeois nationalism"-i.e. Zionism.) 
These institutions began to be destroyed 
in the late 1930's. In 1948-49 this process 
of liquidation was completed. In 1952 
some twenty-four leading Jewish cultural 
figures were executed on trumped-up 
charges. 

Now Soviet Jew1y, as a nationality, is 
atomized from within, isolated from its 
brethren abroad, bereft of educational 
institutions, subjected to a wide range of 
discriminatory deprivations in culture, 
religion, education, employment and 
public life. The Soviet Jewish commu
nity is being denied its natural right of 
group existence and its basic human 
right of meaningful identity. 

Yet after half a century of Soviet rule, 
and despite nearly two decades without 
these cultural institutions, the Jews of the 
USSR-among them large segments of 
youth-still retain their profound self
awareness as a distinct national group, 
with a legitimate pride in their ancestral 
heritage (even though many no longer 
know its contents); with the powerful 
yearning traditional to the Jews for 
knowledge of their past and for com
munal bonds with fellow Jews elsewhere, 
and with common aspirations for the 
future. 

JEWISH CUI..TUIIE 

Jewish culture, once so flourishing in 
the USSR, is now represented by the 
merest tokens. There is one monthly 
journal. A grand total of nine Yiddish 
books (.five by masters long since dead) 
have been published since 1959. There 
are about a dozen professional actors and 
folk singers who wander the counb')', 
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without a theater of their own, presenting 
programs of Jewish dramatic readings 
and music. 

'Vhatever their intrinsic merit, these 
tokens are incapable of providing the 
kind of cultural nourishment needed by 
large nun1bers of Jews who desire as full 
a secular cultural life as is possible, and 
who are eager to salvage something of 
the Jewish cultural heritage for their chil
dren. 

TI1ere is no professional Jewish theater, 
nor any book-distributing agency. There 
is no daily or weekly newspaper, nor any 
other printed means by which Soviet 
Jews might learn what is going on among 
their fellow Jews at home or abroad. 
There is no research institute, nor any re
search of teaching department for any 
kind of Jewish historical, social, scientific, 
linguistic or literary studies in any uni
versity. There are no textbooks for any 
Jewish subject; not only does the regime 
forbid the publication of any sort of 
Jewish text, but it frowns upon their 
receipt from abroad. 

TI1e Jews are the only Soviet national
ity that is permitted no history, no cul
ture, no education. This is the extent of 
Jewish cultural life in the USSR today. 

JEWISH RELIGION 

Soviet authorities recognize that a sub
stantial number of Jews are still religious. 
But the USSR is an ideologically atheist 
country. It prohibits all religious educa
tion under the age of eighteen, discour
ages all religious faith and conducts 
massive anti-religious propaganda. In 
these circumstances, Soviet spokesmen 
contend there has been a steady, natural 
loss of interest in all religions as the 
atheist viewpoint has come to prevail. In 
no respect, they claim, does Judaism 
suffer any disabilities not faced by all 
other religions. 

Although there certainly has been a 
substantial diminution of faith and al
though all religions have surely suffered 
greatly over the decades, every compe
tent observer of the Soviet scene in recent 
years has been struck by evidence of a 
reverse process. More and more young 
people can be seen at church services, 
either to pray or out of curiosity. Of great 
potential consequence for the future is 
the remarkable and grO\ving influx of 
young people into the Christian clergy. 
Vigorous, new, young leadership is aris
ing in the Moslem religious community as 
well. 

But this situation does not describe 
Jewish religious life. TI1e sad fact is that 
iudaism is subjected to much harsher 
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Soviet Army officer and Jewish boy play toy soccer game in a public park in Leningrad, 
U.S.S.R. The boy won. 
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and more severe h·eatment than any other 
religion. 

Other religions are endowed with a 
fairly wide range of institutions, church
es, seminaries, and monasteries, so that, 
comparatively speaking, they all thrive. 
The Russian Orthodox, the Churches of 
Armenia and Georgia, the Lutherans of 
the Baltic repuh:ics, the Moslems, even 
the three million Baptists who are dis
persed all over the country are permitted 
nationwide organizations of their con
gregations and clergy. They may even 
join international bodies, such as the 
World Council of Churches. 

None of this is available to religious 
Jewry. Jews are forbidden any kind of 
nationwide federation or organization. 
This means that every one of the sixty
two k"TIOWn remaining synagogues is a 
congregation unto itself, with no formal 
contact with any of the others or with re
ligious Jewry in other lands. 

The synagogues are beset by restric
tions-and thoroughly infiltrated by in
fo1mers and police agents who spread a 
miasma of fear-that speak an official 
intention to liquidate Judaism as speedily 
as possible. Massive synagogue closures 
and bans on private prayer meetings in 
the past few years in a host of cities have 
deprived many Jews of their last place of 
worship, and of even the barest oppor
tunity for communal prayer. 

Moreover, since the forcible closure 
of the sole rabbinical seminary-the Mos
cow yeshivah-in 1962, all education and 
training of a new generation of rabbis 
]ms come to a halt. Old rabbis die or re
tire and there are no replacements. This 
is in striking contrast to the privileges 
other denominations enjoy, of either 
maintaining seminaries inside the coun
try or sending young seminarians to study 
abroad. 

Jews are forbidden to publish indis
pensable religious books, such as Bibles 
and prayerhooks, or to produce indispen
sable religious articles, such as phylacter-
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"I do not know much about Jewish reli
gion. All I can see, I always had many 
friends among Jewish people in Russia 
and what I know, what I can see, I know 
about restrictions in universities and in 
the institutes when very talented Jewish 
young people sometimes can, sometimes 
are not adapted [Ed: accepted] and in
stead of them people of other nationali
ties are adapted but who are less talented. 
This is all what I know. This is what I can 
say as a fact because I know it myself." 
-Mrs. Svetlana Alliluyeva, commenting 
on the Jewish situation in the USSR, at a 
New York press conference, April 26, 1967 

ies and prayer shawls. The importation 
of all such items is also forbidden and 
their acceptance from visiting foreigners 
severely condemned. 

JUDAISM IN ANTI-RELIGIOUS PROPAGANDA 

"Scientific" anti-religious propaganda 
directed against Judaism goes far beyond 
the standard government polemics aimed 
at the "false belief" of the other religions. 
All too frequently such propaganda is 
rife with hatred of the Jew and contempt 
for the Jewish heritage; ancient anti
Semitic stereotypes are dredged up 
and given modern currency. The Bible 
is besmirched; Jewish history, heroes and 
traditions become the objects of vilifica
tion. Even political suspicions about Juda
ism's beliefs and practices are aroused. 

The whole of Judaism, past and pres
ent, wherever it has existed, is portrayed 
as one long, unintem1pted chain of filth, 
crime, e:-:ploitation, bloodthirstiness, hy
pocrisy, lust for profit, and a Nazi-like 
belief in Jewish "racial'' superiority. In 
the mass mind, therefore, the "Jew" of 
Judaism and the "Jew" on the street tend 
to he seen as one and the same. Thus is 
created and nurtured an atmosphere in 
wihch popular anti-Semitism is seemingly 
encouraged, and certainly not discour
aged, from above. 

CONCLUSION 

Such a wholesale assault not only de
prives Soviet Jews of their rights as in-

dividuals and as members of a group, 
but affronts their self-respect, besmirches 
their honor, and lowers their dignity 
among their non-Jewish neighbors. 

This historic violation of human rights 
-the enforced culh1ral and spi1itual dis
integration of so vast and creative a com- · 
munity, coming as it does on the heels 
of the Jewish tragedy during World War 
II-is a prospect which no person of con
science can view with equanimity. 

A great power such as the Soviet 
Union, precisely because it presents it
self to the world as a revolutionary force 
that seeks to enhance the dignity of man, 
must surely accept a basic obligation 
toward certain fundamental individual 
and group rights. 

Among these is the natural human 
right of a historic people, such as the 
Jews, to perpetuate its group life and 
culture. Closely linked with that is an
other basic human right-the right of in
dividuals to find self-realizations through 
their natural kinship with such a group. 

Many individual Soviet Jews have as
similated into the national cultures of the 
Russian, Ukrainian or other nationality in 
the USSR and have made honorable con
tributions to those cultures. No one can 
quarrel with, or gainsay, their iight to 
have taken that path. 

Yet there can be little doubt that a 
vast number of Soviet Jews would choose, 
in one form or another, to exercise their 
natural right to group life and the equally 
natural right to seek fulfillment through 
their group. 

These are, in fact, rights which the 
Soviet Union accepts as cardinal princi
ples of domestic and foreign policies, 
frequently subsumed under the heading 
of the right to national self-determina
tion. "'hat we ask for the Jews is simply 
these basic rights in practices and not 
just in principle. 'Vhat we seek is that 
Jewish rights be observed no less than 
those of all other Soviet national and reli
gious minorities. 
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Vietnam Christian Service 
TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY ARlvIOND M. NOBLE 

In the war-ravaged country of South Vietnam, Christian groups are working 
to serve the inhabitants of that desperate land. One such group, sponsored by 
American Protestants, is Vietnam Christian Service. It is a growing ministry, 
spreading throughout the country. 
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Social worker Neil Brenden counsels children in a burned-out area. Fire-blackened foundation posts are all that are left of some homes. which are built out 
over a marsh. 
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Vietna1n Christian Service 
A raging fire sweeps one of the heavily 

populated areas of Saigon. Five thousand 
of the poorest residents are made home
less in the blaze. 

American social worker Neil Brenden 
goes among the homeless dispensing 
meat, clothes and soap donated by the 
Vietnam Christian Service. The children 
are not forgotten. They are given tablets, 
pencils and notebooks so they may con
tinue their education. 

Brenden has been in the poverty areas 
of Saigon for nearly a year, and has an
other year to go. Working side by side 
with him is his pretty wife, Marta. Both 
are social workers with Masters degrees 
from the University of Minnesota. They 
are Lutherans, one of several denomina
tions represented in the Vietnam Chris
tian Service. 

Here in Vietnam, Methodists, Presby
terians, Lutherans, Baptists, Mennonites, 
Evangelical United Brethren, First Cove
nant, Oregon Friends, Church of the 
Brethren, Disciples of Christ, and Breth
ren in Christ are working together to aid 
people in agony. 

The Methodists, through Church 
\Vorld Service, are the largest financial 
contributors. The Mennonites have as
signed the most people-thirty-three out 
of a total staff of sixty-five. 

"There's no one else to help; the 
father's family all died of tuberculosis. 

He's out of work. They have eight chil
dren and his wife is expecting another." 
A Vietnamese social worker is describing 
the plight of a family to Neil Brenden. 
The worker continues: "The father is a 
dockworker making two thousand pi
asters ( 118 piasters to the U.S. dollar) 
a month, when he works. Lately, employ
ment has been irregular and he is out of 
work for two to three months at a time." 

The conversation takes place in Sai
gon's dock area, a sprawling, poverty 
stricken, rough place where Americans 
are cautioned not to go at night for fear 
of Viet Cong and hoodlums. 

Across the desk the Vietnamese social 
worker and the two Brendens attempt to 
figure what can best be done for the 
family. 

Through Vietnam Christian Sen1ice a 
family in the United States has pledged 
fifteen U.S. dollars a month to help meet 
the needs in Vietnam. It is decided that 
the Vietnamese family will be given 
eleven-hundred piasters a month to pay 
their rent and other bills. Material aid in 
the fo1m of commodities locally pur
chased will be given. The sixteen-year-old 
daughter is accepted for the sewing class. 
Hope for the future is given in these daily 
classes, for in three months a teen age girl 
becomes a seamstress. 

There's another large room ne:\."t door 
to the sewing class, which is located at 

Marta Brenden confers with a Vietnamese social A Vietnamese interpreter keeps the discussion 
worker in the project office. movinq durinq a planning session. 
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the Xom Chieu Community Service Proj
ect. The large room is the child care 
center, which cares for eighteen children. 
They m·e taught on what would be a 
kindergmten level in the United States. 
One imp01tant benefit the children re
ceive is a highly nutritional lunch with 
eggs and fresh fmit. 

Eighteen children is an aclmowledged 
drop in the bucket. Neil Brenden says: 
"'Ve hope to expand next year. It hurts 
to turn so many away. The line between 
those we accept and reject is such a fine 
one." The children accepted are from 
families with the lowest incomes and 
standard of living. 

One result of the child care center is 
that families remain together. Many of 
the parents feel the child would be better 
off in an orphanage and therefore aban
don the baby. 'Vith the center operating, 
the parents feel there is a chance. The 
center also teaches sanitation and hy
giene to the mothers. 

The sixty-five VCS staff members are 
in alJ parts of South Vietnam. They are 
stationed in places now familiar to Ameri
cans: Pleiln1, Nha Trang, Hue, and 
Quang N gai. A VCS worker in the refu
gee feeding program was in Quang Tri 
when it was overrun recently by the Viet 
Cong. His was the only house occupied 
by Americans which was not mortared. In 
1962 a Mennonite medical assistant was 
abducted from Ban Me Thuot. He has 
not been heard from since. 

VCS operates a thirty-three-bed hos
pital and clinic at Nha Trang, which 
served tl1irty-five thousand patients in 
1966. Two doctors, four nurses and a 
medical assistant make up the team. A 
twenty-bed facility at Pleiku treats seven
ty-five patients a day. VCS supplies a 
doctor and two nurses to tl1at project. 

A child welfare worker helps care for 
three hundred orphans at tl1e Roi Due 
Anh orphanage. She gives hygiene and 
child care instruction to the staff and 
teaches sewing and otl1er crafts to the 
older girls. 

A social worker, public health nurse, 
clinic nurse and an agriculturist work at 
Di Linh. Their work is to improve agri
cultural methods, treat and refer patients 
needing medical help, to improve sanita
tion and general hygiene and to create 
interest in self-help projects needed for 
community improvements. 

An agriculturist and a home economist 
at Pleiku conduct classes in gardening, 
animal husbandry, sewing, nutrition, and 
carpentry. 

A social worker, two nurses, and three 
community development workers are 
busy in several refugee camps around 
Quang Ngai. 

During 1967 new teams will be placed 
at other locations. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Richard Milk, from 
Austin, Texas, are among the thirteen 
Methodist volunteers cunently at work in 
Vietnam with VCS. He is an agriculturist 
and she is a home economist. Based at 
Hue, they played a big part in setting up 
a demonstration fmm with poultry and 
hog projects. Courses in leadership train
ing are also given. 

VCS is also hard at work in the capital 
city of Saigon. In October of 1966 a 
school lunch program was inaugurated 
supplying bread to 32,000 students. This 
requires 6,500 loaves of bread a day. 

VCS is distributing U.S. surplus com
modities to twenty-eight institutions in 
tl1e Saigon area. Approximately 7,000 
people are being given supplemental food 
daily through this program. 

By the end of 1967 VCS hopes to ex
pand its services by adding teams in sev
eral more locations throughout Vietnam. 

Most affected by tl1e present upheaval 
in Vietnam are the children. Forty-seven 
percent of the population is under 
sixteen years of age. Vietnam Christian 
Service is at the front in helping these 
youngsters in agony. 

"This is a real experiment in ecumeni
cal living, working and worship, and it's 
successfui," says Carolyn Nyce, a public 
health nurse with Vi~tnam Christian Ser
vice in Saigon. 

In her duties the pretty twenty-eight
year old nurse comes in contact with the 
most poverty-stricken residents of the 
population-packed city. Seven people live 
in a room which in America would be a 
small bedroom. Tuberculosis, polio, in
ternal parasites and scabies are common. 

"Christians should be involved with 
the problems of the world," was her 
reply when asked why she volunteered to 
come to Vietnam. 

Carolyn, who comes from a comfo1t
able middle class home in DoylestO\vn, 
Pennsylvania, admits that part of her rea
son was "to look for adventure and to 
learn about other people." 'When asked 
if she thought of the dangers of a war 
zone when she volunteered, she replied: 
"No, I didn't think about that at all, but 
it did take some courage to fill out all the 
paper work to get here." 

It was not the first time she had elected 
to help those less fortunate. For one year 
she had worked at a home for delinquent 
girls, in Altoona, Pennsylvania, as a coun
selor and nurse. She was a staff nurse at a 
hospital in Harrisonburg, Virginia, when 
she read about the Vietnam Christian 
Service in church periodicals and decided 
to apply. She has been in Vietnam eleven 
months of her two-year tour. One of her 
duties is driving patients to the hospital. 

Carolyn also advises young Vietnamese 
girls on how to teach nutrition, child care 
and health measures to thosa whose fi-

Public health nurse Carolyr 
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Carolyn checks on the condition of a child in a large family undergoing treat
ment. Well known in the neighborhood, she is frequently called in by mothers 
when children are sick. 

Making her rounds, Carolyn passes a young Vietnamese who knows how to beat 
'the heat. Creeks, canals and puddles are mostly open sewers. 
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Children cared for by the center are well fed but funds limit such care to children from families with 
worst housing and lowest incomes. 

nancial circumstances force them to live 
by the side of stagnant pools of water. 

In order to help break the strangle
hold of poverty on the uneducated, 
Carolyn is instrnmental in the sewing 
classes, which in three months teach teen
age girls to be seamstresses and thereby 
earn a living. She advises and counsels 
the home economists who pass on the 
knowledge to the residents of one of 
Saigon's worst slum areas. TI1e head of 
the household may earn less than twenty 
dollars a month, when he works. Fre
quently, two or three months at a time 
go by when there is no work. 

But the people are still friendly and 
they wave and greet Carolyn when she 
walks down the dirt streets. And she an
swers all greetings in Vietnamese. If 
someone is sick in a home the people will 
beckon her to come in. If it is serious she 
will arrange for a doctor to come or take 
the patient to the hospital. 

"The personal, people to people ap
proach," she says, "is better than just pro-· 
viding aid. One of the most important 
things about this job is to show them that 
someone has confidence in them and en-
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courages them. They see that someone 
takes an interest in them. 

"I don't believe in killing. I don't be
lieve in war, that's not the way to solve 
things," says this 1961 graduate of Goshen 
College, a Mennonite college in Indiana. 

Many Mennonite men are serving three 
years in Vietnam Christian Service as an 
alternative to milita1y senrice. The tour 
for a U.S. soldier in Vietnam is one year. 

Carolyn says she would encourage 
others to volunteer for a tour in Vietnam. 
'Vhen asked what she misses the most, 
she replied: "Not being able to go out 
into the country-we can't because of 
security reasons." 

But Carolyn, who has many hobbies, 
is still able to indulge in two of her 
favorite recreations. She often goes swim
ming at the Special Senrices swimming 
pool in Saigon and has gone water skiing 
on the Saigon river. 

'Vhen asked how her parents, very 
active church people, felt when she an
nounced her trip to Vietnam, she said: 
"They said they weren't surprised at the 
idea. They said, 'Next you'll probably 
want to go to the moon.' " 

This building is the headquarters of the Xom· 
Chleu Community Service Project. 
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Teenage girls learn how lo be seamstresses in a course al the center. After a three-month course, the girls can easily obtain good sewing jobs. 

Some of the staff of the main office of Vietnam Christian Service in downtown Saigon pose for an infor
mal photograph. 
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BARBARA SCHONGER 

First Step 
J T was difficult to feel like a part of 
the country because the ground was so 
hard. The dirt never gave way, but in 
the wind and cold, it miraculously bal
anced everything on its surface. Jagged 
mountains grew from this stubborn earth 
several miles into the sky. Clouds 
drooped close over the land and its 
people, selfishly absorbing sound and air. 
Against the mountains, people who ex
isted here appeared freakishly small and 
as insignificant to the day's plan as any 
pebble. 

A dark, stiffened, female figure trudged 
down a mountainside carrying two 
buckets filled with water. None splashed 
over the side. Although fragile-looking, 
the bearer was steady and confident. 

As she escaped the vast height, the 
Peruvian woman sank into a valley of 
smelling, scrambled shacks. The seams 
of each building were loose and the walls 
bulged as though to free the stagnant air 
inside. But outside was not free either. 
All air was heavy with the exhaust of 
living not absorbed by the ground. 

Never was there a floorboard for her 
to walk on. Ankles collapsed among 
loose, jagged stones. The ground was 
as hard as a tombstone; in thousands of 
years seldom had this mountain earth 
been built upon, but close to the dirt, 
people had squatted, slept, eaten, 
washed, conceived, died . . . often with
out even fabric protecting the earth. 

Suddenly she was gone ... swallowed 
by the mountains, by the other thousands 
like her, and swallowed by the thick, 
confining air which, in tum, she swal
lowed. 

Scrunching her face as though in pain, 
Ana slowly sat down on her cot. The bed, 
one of four in the one-room adobe house, 
swayed under the weight of her pregnant 
body. Silently, she sat for several minutes, 
not moving, only staring at the dismal 
wall. She felt as though the unborn child 
were spitting poison into her blood, then 
blowing it into every part of her body. 

Ana reached for some sewing which 
lay in the middle of the bed, stretching 
her arm but trying to keep her awkward 
body straight. She was adding a few 
seams and ripping some out of one of her 
skirts to make a sturdy piece of cloth to 
wrap the new baby in. It would have to 
be large enough to tie around her back 
so that she could carry the child. Ana 
was sure of her stitches; she had made 
similar wraps during her eleven other 
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pregnancies; five she had made back into 
skirts when the infants died. 

This baby felt as though it would live. 
It was very active-almost a problem 
to cany. The unborn life did not excite 
Ana, although she would love the child 
once it left her body. 

Beginning darkness had slipped into 
the room. Ana lit one candle that sat on 
a stack of newspapers that no one in the 
house could read. Her face and hands 
were all one could see ... the rest of her 
body, buried in dark clothing, did not re
flect the weak light. Her face was the 
color of the ground, with rosy cheeks 
rough from the wind. One could not see 
her eyebrows or eyelashes, but immedi
ately noticed the long, thick, black hair 
slicked abruptly from her face. Each 
strand was glued to another by dirt and 
stale soap. Because there was no running 
water, Ana did not wash her hair often. 
She had to walk about a half mile to get 
water from a small, community pool. The 
pails she lugged had seemed especially 
heavy lately so she collected only what 
she needed-enough to wash clothes and 
sponge the six children. This had re
quired two trips a day. 

Most afternoons, Ana was alone for a 
couple of hours. Her husband was out 
working, or looking for work, or drinking 
liquor at a bar. The children were off 
somewhere. They would come home 
when they were tired. 

This evening, and three others during 
the week, were special for Ana . . . her 
reading teacher came to the house. Real
izing that her instructor would be there 
soon, she put her sewing down and went 
to get the book the teacher had given 
her. It would be her fifth lesson and Ana 
felt as though she were doing quite well. 

Now, she sat and waited for Senora 
Gonzalez to come with the reading charts 
and books. The Senora had become a 
good friend of the whole family. Ana's 
husband admired the Senora's knowl
edge. The children certainly loved her; 
they enjoyed the little books she brought 
for them and were delighted to sit silent
ly, listening to the reading lesson. Ana 
prayed that her children would learn to 
read. She never thought that her sons and 
daughters could be "successful" and live 
any differently than she and her hus
band, for the government people did not 
let this happen to people like her. She 
was an Indian. But, if the children could 
read, there would be more work available 
to them and then, more money. 

Recently Ana found she could not 
simply listen to a person reading, but had 
to stare and wonder at the skill ... how 
could anyone tell what the words were? 
She had never really thought about 
words looking different from one another 
until she started her lessons. Ana smiled 

JULY 1967 

as she glanced at her primer and the 
many words on the first few pages which 
she recognized, almost without thinking. 
There were others, though, that she could 
not remember. "I must find out today 
what they are and not forget,'' she said 
aloud. 

Since her lessons had begun, Ana's 
imagination had been making life very 
exciting. Now she saw herself in front of 
a church Riled with people and she, Ana, 
was standing in front of everyone reading 
forcefully, then sweetly, beautiful words 
from the Bible. She pictured herself 
wearing a new dress and the air around 
her was sweet like flowers . . . the same 
smell that the Senora had. When the ser
vice was ended, small children ran to her, 
hugging her legs. Adults, whom Ana 
knew could not read, simply stared, 
smiling. 

Ana's dream ended when someone 
knocked on the door. It was the Senora. 
Ana took the books and papers from her 
visitor's arms, leaving the instructor with 
a large chart to hang on the wall . Ana 
would have loved to have it hanging all 
the time in her home. To her the ar
rangement of letters and syllables show
ing how words are formed, made a beau
tiful picture. The black letters on white 
background added light to the room. 

While her visitor hung the chart and 
talked about her own activities of the 
past couple of days, Ana thought about 
the word "illiterate." It had bothered her, 
suggesting to Ana a disease or reason to 
be kept away from people, away from 
the sunlight. But, the Senora had ex
plained its meaning at their first class, 
and had shown Ana that her ideas were 
very wrong. TI10usands of adults were 
being taught to read all over the world, 
right now. Hard work was involved in 
learning, but a new kind of life would be 
possible. TI1e Senora had said that per
haps Ana would not see many big 
changes, but certainly her children would 
be happier. 

"It's a kind of magic," Ana thought. 
After learning to read, the changes Ana 

would see would be' mainly within her
self and in what she could do for her 
family. Before she could learn about 
healthful food and water preparation, or 
the necessity of keeping one's body clean, 
or skills she needed to supplement her 
husband's income, Ana would have to 
know that such ideas existed. 

It was not the Senora's wish to visit 
Ana for the first time and say, "I want to 
make your life better, my dear, so I am 
going to teach you how to prepare guinea 
pigs for dinner." 

Ana had to understand that protein is 
needed in a person's diet, that guinea pigs 
contain protein, that there is a method 
of preparing the meat that will eliminate 

"germs," and preserve the protein. Then 
Senora Gonzalez would have to explain 
"geims," "preserve," "diet," and demon
strate frequently how Ana could use this 
information every day in her adobe 
house, on her way to get water, and in 
the open-air markets. 

This comprehensive plan of explana
tion and demonstration is fine, but what 
would happen when the Senora's visits 
stopped? Ana would have no way of 
learning anything more; she could not 
yet read. 

The first step toward improving a stand
ard of living in an illiterate community 
has to be the "first step." Not only does 
literacy provide a means for self-educa
tion, but if a person knows how to read, 
then the first household hints, personal 
hygiene information, etc. may be dis
cussed by both the instructor and student. 
Ana would be a part of the learning 
project-not just provided with infor
mation. 

Ana is now part of the major Christian 
literacy project in Latin America, ALF
ALIT. It has literacy experts who train 
national leaders to conduct indigenous 
adult reading programs. It provides 
Christian reading materials and litera
ture about personal hygiene, community 
development and other ''how-to-do-it" 
subjects. ALF ALIT is organized so that 
staff persons train neighbors of new read
ers to see that they are improving their 
new skill. 

At this point in.Ana's reading develop
ment she is still dreaming and sometimes 
giggling about the lessons and what she 
hopes will happen to her and to her chil
dren. But, what is important is that she 
likes the classes and realizes that she is 
learning to read so that she will improve 
many aspects of her life. She has an idea 
of the opportunities which will he hers 
once she can read. 

"Ana, hey Ana," the Senora was calling 
her. Ana was embarrassed to realize that 
she had been thinking about many things 
except the work that was to be done now. 
She settled her heaviness on the cot and 
began to work with her instructor on les
son number Rve. 

TI1e hour passed quickly and it was 
time for Senora Gonzalez to leave. 

"Senora, Senora!" Ana heard her oldest 
daughter calling to the teacher in the 
street. "Been teaching my mama to read?" 

'Wearily Ana returned to the cot. 
Thoughts crowded her mind ... "What 
could she do?" 

Ana lighted another candle and pulled 
her sweater tightly across her chest. She 
began to study the primer. TI1e simple 
words would eventually introduce more 
complex ones. TI1en, answers to many of 
Ana's questions would be possible. 
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The 
OUTREACH 
from Dulac 

By Elizabeth Watson 

Kindergartners enjoy morning play at Dulac Community Center, Dulac, La. 

In 1932 Miss Ella Hooper, director of 
the MacDonell Methodist center at 
Houma, Louisiana, asked her sister, Miss 
Wilhelmina Hooper: 

"Wouldn't you like to go to Dulac and 
become a teacher? There are no provi
sions at all for the education of the In
dian people in that part of Louisiana." 

Evidently Miss Wilhelmina said "Yes" 
because she went to Dulac. She was not 
connected with any agency. She taught 
the little school "on faith," in a room 
offered by an interested woman. For 
many years friends of the Hoopers and of 
the school supported this little school. As 
time went on, the Parish added a certain 
amount of support by supplying text
books, and an old plantation home in the 
community was bought by the Hoopers 
to serve as a schoolhouse. 

At first, the idea was that Miss Wil
helmina should stay at Dulac for only 
two months-until the muskrat season 
began. But she found that her 70 pupils 
(of all ages) didn't want to leave school, 
not even to trap muskrats. 

Miss Wilhelmina was never officially 
the director at Dulac. But she is the per
son who is remembered there as being 
the one who did more for Dulac than any
body else. She retired in 1965, after 33 
years of devoted service. 

'Vh.l'ln Miss Ella Hooper, who was a 
Methodist deaconess, retired from the 
MacDonell center in 1950, she moved 18 
miles southwest, and became the director 
of the organized Dulac Indian Mission. 
She was able to persuade the 'Voman's 
Division to take over the work there. 
Land was purchased, surplus army bar
racks were acquired, and moved to 
Dulac. 

After a year in Dulac Miss Hooper 
again "retired." Mr. and Mrs. James 
Turner came in as teachers and directors. 
Tl1ey got the Mission off to a good start, 
and they added a staff nurse to provide 
health services. · 

In 1953 Mr. and Mrs. Carl Brunson 
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came to Dulac. They had the job of clos
ing the school, because in 1954 the county 
opened a school for Indians. The old 
~chool building was then used for a 
kindergarten program and as a place for 
recreation. 

In 1959 when Dulac was a recipient of 
the Week of Prayer funds, a community 
center building was built. This year, 1967, 
a two-family apartment house for staff 
members has been constructed, and an 
addition has been built onto the 1959 
Center building. The Reverend Jerry 
Moon is now director at Dulac Methodist 
Center, and Mrs. Moon is education di
rector. 

What is Dulac? It is a Louisiana town, 
and it is also a community ten miles long, 
built along a bayou. It is a picturesque 
place of ancient moss-hung trees, with 
shrimp fishing boats speeding along its 
blue waterways. 

The heritage of the people of this area 
includes five tribes of Indians (including 
Houma and Choctaw), French, Italian, 
Spanish, Mexican, Portuguese, and Negro 
-a truly integrated community. 

The oil industry in Louisiana has 
brought new opportunities to the com
munity, including a greater demand for 
fish and seafood, caused by the increased 
population. 

Because the schools were late in com
ing, the majority of older people are not 
able to read and write. The young adults 
can do so. And the present compulsory 
education laws promise better things for 
the future. 

French is spoken in the homes of the 
Dulac community, and so the kinder
garten children at the Dulac Community 
Center are, of necessity, being taught 
English. They are also taught how to 
play, how to get along with other chil
dren, how to sit upon chairs while eating 
at a table. 

Three groups of kindergarten children 
are brought in by bus to the Center, five 
days a week. There are six teachers for 
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the three kindergarten classes. The chil
dren play, run about, learn, sing, eat and 
in general react like any other American 
group of similar age. 

On our visit in March to Dulac we 
asked a group of five-year-olds if they 
could sing a song for us. They agreed, 
and thus we heard a highly improbable 
tale about a frog who enjoyed eating bog 
(or perhaps a bug?) whilst engaged in 
sitting precariously upon a log. 

During the summer of 1966 120 chil
dren participated in ·a Head Start pro
gram at Dulac. 

In the Dulac community there are Bap
tist, Methodist, Roman Catholic, Church 
of God, and Full Gospel churches. 

There are so many Catholic children 
in the kindergarten that the Center de
clares the same holidays that the Catho-
lics declare. ' 

What is the program at the Center? 
In addition to the classes of the ( 80) 
kindergarten children, there are several 
other activities. There are two craft clubs 
for younger boys. Two groups of older 

. boys enjoy basketball, baseball, and vol
ley ball. Boy Scouts meet on Wednesday 
evenings. Scouting is new to the Center, 
but is already popular. The Scouts go 
hiking one week-end a month. 

Girl Scouts are divided into three 
patrols, according to ages. Teen Girls' 
Club, with girls 14 to 17 years of age, 
stresses group living and home eco
nomics. Younger girls in two club groups 
are interested in stories, painting, crafts, 
dress-up and make-believe. 

Boys and girls (ages 12 to 15) in the 
"Go-Go Gang" are interested in sports, 
crafts, movies, and sightseeing. Staff 
members meet with a planning commit
tee of this group. 

Parents of the kindergarten children 
meet once a month for discussion about 
important topics, such as discipline and 
nutrition. 

For two afternoons a month the Cen
ter opens to the public a clothing room 

where used clothes and other items are 
on sale at nominal prices. The Center is 
in continual need of good used clothing 
for this project. 

House-to-house visits are important in 
the schedule of the staff members at the 
Center. Parents are called on before their 
children are enrolled in the kindergarten. 
Problems of all sorts are discussed with 
the people of the community, including 
the military draft, and income taxes. 

For two weeks in the summer, 120 chil
dren paft!cipate in a Vacation Church 
School. · 

During the summer of 1966 a group of 
young people from Dulac were taken 
on a ten-day tour of Texas. At other 
times small groups from the Dulac Center 
have visited New Orleans, Baton Rouge, 
and Evangeline State Park. 

The Dulac Methodist Church is across 
the street from the Center. It is a part of 
the Louisiana Conference, and is one of 
the three points of the Houma Heights 
charge served by the Reverend Mr. W. 
W. Bevill. As the church has only one 
room, the Center lends a neighborly hand 
in furnishing space for church meetings. 
It also lends leaders for Methodist Youth 
Fellowship, Sunday school classes, and 
Woman's Society. 

Mr. Moon, director at Dulac Commu
nity Center, states: "It is through the 
generosity of Methodist women that we 
have functioned all these years. 

"Dulac is growing. The television is 
showing people lots of things never be
fore known on the bayou. And with the 
increase of off-shore oil drilling new peo
ple with new ways are coming into the 
community. 

"There are two major needs at Dulac, 
educational and insight. Our biggest 
problem today is not lack of schools, but 
of keeping the children in school. 

"The mission of the church is tremen
dous. It is with our prayers that we ask 
you to continue to support your Method
ist mission project at Dulac. 
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in Special Summer Projects 
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MANY MORE work-camp groups 
than the Dulac, Louisiana, Com
munity Center can accommodate 

wish to come there during the summer. 
This is not surprising, as the Dulac 

community is a picturesque place at any 
season, with its setting of blue bayous, 
gray Spanish moss-draped trees, and the 
frequent sight of swift-moving shrimp 
and fishing boats along the watenvays. 

The neighborhood served by the Dulac 
Center is about fifteen miles long, a 
narrow strip where people have settled 
along the bayou. The farms deal in sugar 
cane. But the majority of people look to 
the twenty miles between Dulac and the 
GuJf of Mexico for their livelihood. With
in these marshy acres nature has provided 
fish, oysters, shrimp, small animals, and 
other natural means of support. 

During the summer of 1966 a group 
of young people from the University of 
Southern Illinois came to Dulac to work 
for a few days. This summer, 1967, three 
dozen or so young people from the First 
Methodist Church at Bartlesville, Okla
homa, will come to Dulac, and work on 
a house which was begun last year. They 
will also move playground equipment, 
and help in landscaping the grounds. 

The dirctor of Dumas V'/esley Com
munity Center at Mobile, Alabama, made 
arrangements far in advance for the com
ing of sixteen young people and three 
counselors from Christ Church and the 
E. U. B. Church of Deerfield, Illinois, 
in June, 1966. Methodist people were 
asked if they could take two or more 
persons into their homes for the week. 
The young Methodists of Mobile went 
all-out in hospitality for the visitors, with 
a picnic supper one night, and a water
melon feast on another occasion. 

Eight of the young people from Deer
field worked with the Day Camp spon
sored by the Center, to help with the 
children and their activities in the city 
park. The others worked at the Center 
building. What did they do? Painted 
kindergarten chairs and tables, repaired 

playground equipment, and talked with 
the children at the center. 

From various parts of the United States 
college students assembled in New 
Orleans last summer to help in inner
city work. They were under the sponsor
ship of the Methodist Student Movement 
and the National Division of the Metho- · 
dist Board of Missions. 

St. Mark's Community Center (Meth
odist), 1130 North Rampart St., took ad
vantage of the opportunity presented by 
the presence of these volunteers, and 
asked several of them to aid in a Play 
Camp which it sponsored (for pre-school 
children) two afternoons a week at the 
Iberville Housing Project in the city. 

In Baltimore, Maryland, there is a spe
cial summer program which is "staffed" 
by young people, children, and adults. 
These volunteers are families who offer 
to take care of one child, or of several 
children who would benefit from a Vaca
tion-in-the-Country. This enterprise is 
sponsored by the Fells Point Methodist 
Parish at 211 South Broadway, with three 
participating churches. 

Not all the host families are Method
ists; some are Catholic. And those fami
lies that "give it a try" for Negro children 
usually end up by liking the experience. 

There are more Baltimore Children 
wishing for country vacations than there 
are families to take them. But one big
hearted fann family took 24 children 
within one summer, by caring for a dozen 
boys and girls in two two-week periods. 

The young people in these work camps 
or projects pay their own travel e1q)ense, 
chip in for their food, and really try to 
help in the neighborhoods they visit. It 
is a wondeiful experience for all con
cerned, although it is also a serious re
sponsibility for all concerned. 'Ve have 
noted here only a few of the many sum
mer programs in which young people 
paiticipate in Methodist centers. They 
are pushing forward the Kingdom of 
God in the southeast. 

E.V'l. 
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The Prayer Calendar of the Methodist Board of A'1issio11s marks sei;eral days in July for special prayer: July 3: Prayer for the 
Hungry; July 5: Prayer for New Missionaries and Deaconesses; J11ly 14: Prayer for Thos(' i11 Poverty; July 16: Prayer for Retired 
'~'orkers; J11ly 17: Prayer for the Unemployed; July 20: Prayer for Those Living in Depressed Areas. 
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PRAYERS AT THE END OF DAY 
By Grace V. Jf/ at kins 

Bless those, 0 Lord, who voice a fair 
And eloquently-worded prayer. 
Bless those whose S}loken iwayer is snrnll, 
And those who speak no prayer at all, 
The ones too weary, Lord, to say 
Soft-uttered words at close of day. 
Help the1n to find a sweet release, 
A healing, sanctifying peace, 
Assured unspoken prayer can be 
A high and holy psalm to Thee. 
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LANGSTON HUGHES 
1902-67 

James Langston Hughes, 65, died 
at Polyclinic Hospital in New York 
City on :May 22, 1967. 

J\fr. Hughes was the famous 
author of many poems, stories, and 
plays. He once said of himself: "My 
writing has been largely concerned 
with the depicting of Negro life in 
America." 

His first book, The ·weary Blues, 
was published in 1925. Mr. Hughes 
told how he, as a bus boy in a 
'\'ashington hotel, let himself be 
"discovered" as a poet by Vachel 
Lindsay, by placing on Mr. 
Lindsay's table a copy of his poem, 
"The Weary Blues." His valor was 
rewarded when Mr. Lindsay's inter
est was aroused, and as a result, he 
introduced the young poet to pub
lishers. 

Mr. Hughes was born on Feb1u
ary 1, 1902, at Joplin, Missouri. His 
mother was a teacher, his father a 
store-keeper. 1fr. Hughes graduated 
from Cenb·al High School in Cleve
land, attended Columbia University 
for a year, and graduated from 
Lincoln University in 1929. 

Mr. Hughes was a poet of high 
rank. Perhaps he would have agreed 
that these words from one of his 
poems, entitled "Mother to Son," 
constitute a so1t of capsule sum
mary of his own life story: "And 
sometimes goin' in the dark. . . . 
I'se still climbin'-and life for me 
ain't been no c1ystal stair." 
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MOTHER TO SON 

by LANGSTON HUGHES 

Well, son, I'll tell you: 
Life for me ain't been no crystal stair. 
It's had tacks in it, 
And splinters, 
And boards torn up, 
And places with no carpet on the floor
Bare. 
But all the time 
l'se been a-climbin' on, 
And reachin' landin's, 
And turnin' corners, 
And sometimes goin' in the dark 
Where there ain't been no light, 
So boy, don't you tum back. 
Don't you set down on the steps 
'Cause you finds it's kinder hard. 
Don't you fall now-
F or I'se still goin', honey, 
I'se still climbin', 
And life for me ain't been no crystal stair. 
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I, TOO 

by LANGSTON HUGHES 

I, too, sing America. 
I am the darker brother. 
They send me to cat in the kitchen 
\Vhcn company comes, 
But I laugh, 
And cat well, 
And grow strong. 

Tomorrow, 
I'll be at the table 
\Vhcn company comes. 
Nobody']} dare 
Say to me, 
"Eat in the kitchen," 
Then. 
Besides, 
They'll sec how beautiful I am 
And be ashamed-

I , too, am America. 

Doth 1•ocms used by JlCrmission of Alfred Knopf Co. , publis hers nnd copy rii:?h t owners . 
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The Call: Rev. James R. McGraw 

Pentecost • in 

Photo by Diana J. Davies from lnrloht 

The Invocation: Rev. J\falcolm Boyd 

The Testimony: Dick Gregory 
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"When Pentecost day came round, 
they had all met in one room, when 
suddenly they heard what sounded 
like a powe1jul wind from heaven, the 
noise of which filled the entire house 
in which they were sitting; and some
thing appeared to them that seemed 
like tongues of fire; these separated 
and came to rest on the head of each 
of them .. They were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak foreign 
languages as the Spirit gave them the 
gifr of speech. . . . Everyone was 
amazed and unable to explain it; they 
asked one another what it all meant. 
Some, however, laughed it off. They 
have been drinking too much new 
wine' they said." Acts 2:1-4, 12, 13 

the East Village 
by CllABLES E. BBE1VSTEB 

Two performances of "An Evening 
With God" attracted over 3,500 hippies, 
teeny boppers, priests, businessmen, 
doves, ministers, activists, pacifists, 
squares, nuns, and members of the Rama 
Krishna Society to a celebration of the 
Pentecost at a theater in New York 
City's East Village in May. The celebra
tors came from the North and from the 
South (of Manhattan), from the East 
Side and the West Side, and from the far 
away lands of Astoria, Suburbia, and 
even Exurbia. All who spoke were Ameri
cans, yet each heard in his own native 
language. At the end they asked one an
other what it all meant, and some laughed 
it off. Few attempted to explain it. 

The program was a three-hour worship 
service. First, in the modem style, came 
the Collection-$3 was the price of 
admission. Then the Rev. James R. Mc
Graw, editor of Renewal magazine, gave 
the "Call" by reading the second chapter 
of Acts and e"-"Plaining that "An Evening 
With God" was a benefit for his maga
zine, in addition to being a celebration of 
Pentecost. He welcomed those who had 
not the air fare to the larger celebration 
in Fatima, Portugal, where Pope Paul VI 
was then on pilgrimage. 

After the Call, the Rev. Malcolm Boyd, 
controversial Episcopal priest, led the 
congregation in an Invocation. He read 
selections from his new book, Free to 
Live, Free to Die. 

Negro comedian Dick Gregory gave 
the evening's "Testimony" by satirizing 
the use of the birth control pill and the 
eating of meat. Many in the audience 
were "amazed and astonished," but some 
laughed. 

The congregation was then led in a 
"Confession" by the editor of "The Real-
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ist" magazine, Paul Krassner, who burnt 
his draft card, but not before someone in 
the audience had yelled, "Sit down, ya 
Imm, you're boring the - - - out of us." 
(The 35-ycar-okl Krassner has a 4-F 
classification). Host ~kGraw tried to 
apologize by suggesting that "the lan
guage of one is not the language of the 
other." As the intermission lights went up, 
those who disagreed with the evening's 
hermeneutics left the theater. 

After the intermission Dr. Timothv 
Leary, controversial founder of the 
League for Spiritual Discovery and ad
vocate of the "sacramental use" of LSD, 
peyote, and marijuana, delivered the 
"Revelation." Leary sat cross-legged on 
a mattress, with a flower in front of him 
and a movie screen behind him, and a 
lone candle flickering near the mattress 
(fire was one of the evening's symbols). 
Leary's disciples in the balcony flashed 
four different images at the same time on ·.}:."'!.,[. 
the screen as Leary urged the audience 
to "tum on, drop out and tune in." Drop
ping-out, Dr. Leary said, means "to de
tach oneself harmoniously, tenderly and 
gracefully from worldly commitments 
until the entire life is dedicated to wor
ship and search." "Turning-on" means 
"going beyond one's secular mind to con
tact the many levels of divine energy 
which lie within one's consciousness." 
And "tuning-in" means "expression and 
communication of the new revelations in 
visible acts of glorification, gratih1de and 
heauty." "Everybody wants to him on." 
Leary said, '1mt to drop out-that's 
rough .... Have vou forgotten this coun
try was founded hy people who dropped 
out?" 

The tone of the Revelation was so 
evangelistic that many eJqJected Leary 
to urge people to come fonvard and sign 
Drop Out Decision Cards. 

Then the congregation sat back to en
joy the "Anthem" by Negro folk singer 
and civil rights activist Len Chandler. 
Finally, Dr. Harvey (The Secular City) 
Cox, noted theologian, led us in an "Af
firmation" by attacking the Viet Nam 
'Var and reading se:qr passages from the TI1e Revelation: Dr. Timothy Leary 
Song of Songs. 

At the conclusion Boyd, Cox, Krassner, 
Leary, Chandler and Gregory held hands 
around a Communion Table on the stage. 
Host McGraw recalled the words of the 
prophet Joel quoted in Acts: 

"In the days to come-it is the Lord 
who speaks-I will pour out my spirit on 
all mankind. TI1eir sons and daughters 
shall prophesy, your young men shall see 
visions, your old mon shall dream dreams. 
Even on my slaves, men and women, in 
those days, I will pour out my spirit. I 
will display portents in heaven above and 
signs on earth below. 111e sun will be 
turned into darkness and the moon into 
blood before the great Day of the Lord 
dawns. All who call on the name of the 
Lord will be saved." 

And who is to say it will not be so? 
But to many in the audience, the time 
was not yet. The Anthem: Len Chandler 
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The Confession: Paul Krassner 

The Aflhmation: Dr. Harvey Cox 
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WINDOW ON THE UNITED NATIONS 

A Stroll 
in the U.N. Gardens 

United Nations 

by AMY LEE 

I N NEW YORK CITY there is a bank 
not, as Shakespeare wrote, "whereon 
the wild thyme blows," but where 

cool greenery interrupts the geomeb.·ic 
Row of steel, cement, and stone. 

It is a bank of the East River at the end 
of 42nd Street. On it rises the United Na
tions like some vast concrete ship with 
towering mast of glass. Its prow, turned 
northward, almost touches the sweep of 
lawn and trees. 

Here, in the cool of the green, visitors 
to Fun City this summer may find re
newal when fun amid traffic, noise, 
crowds, and hot pavements grows a bit 
forced. 

Eastward beyond the plaza at the visi
tors' entrance are gardens that parallel 
the river. Even a 90-degree day loses its 
sting as one strolls among them or rests a 
while on a bench, watching the pleasure 
boats, freighters, tugs, and other river 
craft gliding past, almost close enough to 
touch. 

Cooling, too, are the golf-green
cropped lawns that spread their green 
carpeting beneath the Japanese cherry 
trees. By summer, of course, the exquisite 
pink and white cherry blossoms, at their 
peak in May, have gone, but the trees 
still raise their branches in welcome. 

And roses in the UN gardens bloom all 
summer. 

More than three fourths of the United 
Nations site is devoted to gardens. 

Some 2,000 prize-winning rose bushes, 
185 flowering cheny trees and 52 dwarf 
fruit trees share the landscaped areas 
with pin oaks, sycamores, sweet gum, 
hawthorn, and honey locust trees. 

Lining the walks are ilex, myrtle, wis
teria, rambler roses, and a ground cover 
of English ivy and grass. 

Many plantings were gifts from various 
groups and individuals. 

A view of the United Nations gardens 
looking north toward New York's 

fashionable Stttton Place area and 
the 59th Street Bridge. 
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Roses frame the UN Secretariat building. The All-America Rose Selection, Inc . donated 
1,500 bushes for this garden located at the north end of the Conference area between 
the General Assembly building and the East River. 
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Dr. Eugene Smathers, 60, pastor of a Presbyterian church in Big Lick, Tenn., which has 
never had more than 75 members, scored a surprise upset when he was elected moderator 
of the 3.3 million-member United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. Dr. Smathers defeated 
Dr. William H. Hudnut, Jr., of New York, who recently led the denomination's Fifty Million 
Fund to a successful conclusion. The new moderator succeeds Dr. Ganse Little, minister of 
the Pasadena (Calif.) Presbyterian church . Dr. Smathers said he hopes to "extend the 
strength and mission of the Clwrc11 to the poor of the world." 

PRESBYTERIANS ADOPT 
NEW CONFESSION 

The Confession of 1967 officially joined 
the historic tradition of Christian creeds as 
it won final approval by a vote of about four 
to one at the 179th United Presbyterian Gen
eral Assembly. 

The Presbyterians' Confession of 1967, 
part of a proposed Book of Confessions, is 
one of the first major changes in any denomi
nation's confessional standards in three cen
turies. \Vritten in contemporary language 
around a theme of reconciliation, the new 
document points specifically to the church's 
obligations in the areas of war, poverty, 
racism, and sexual anarchy. 

The new statement of faith has been under 
preparation and study for nine years, and 
has received preliminary approval from two 
previous General Assemblies. During the 
past year more than two thirds of the denom
ination's presbyteries (regional governing 
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units) voted favorably on it, clearing the 
way for .its final adoption at the meeting in 
Po1tland. 

Some key excerpts from the 2,500 word 
document: 

"In Jesus of Nazareth true humanity was 
realized once for all. Jesus, a Palestinian 
Jew, lived among his own people and shared 
their needs, temptations, joys, and sorrows. 
He expressed the love of God in word and 
deed and became a brother to all kinds of 
sinful men . ... 

"The one sufficient revelation of God is 
Jesus Chdst, the 'Word of God incarnate, to 
whom the Holy Spirit bears unique and au
thodtative witness through the Holy Scdp
tures, which are received and obeyed as tl1e 
word of God written. The Scriptures are not 
a witness among others, but the witness with
out parallel. .•. The Scriptures, given under 
the guidance of the Holy Spidt, ·are never
theless the words of men, conditioned by 

the language, thought forms, and literary 
fashions of the places and times at which 
they were written. They reflect views of life, 
history, and the cosmos which were then cur
rent. The church, therefore, has an obligation 
to approach the Scriptures with literary and 
histodcal understanding .... 

"The Christian finds parallels between 
other religions and his own and must ap
proach all religions with openness and re
spect. Repeatedly God has used tl1e insight 
of non-Christians to challenge the church to 
renewal .... The gift of God in Chiist is for 
all men ... . 

"The church, in its own life, is called to 
practice the forgiveness of enemies and to 
commend to the nations as practical politics 
the search for cooperation and peace. This 
requires the pursuit of fresh and responsible 
relations across every line of conflict, even 
at risk to national security, to reduce areas 
of strife and to broaden international under
standing .... 

"Enslaving poverty in a world of abun
dance is an intolerable violation of God's 
good creation. . . . The church calls every 
man to use his abilities, his possessions, and 
the fruits of technology as gifts entrusted to 
him by God for the maintenance of his fami
ly and the advancement of common welfare. 

"The relationship between man and wom
an exemplifies in a basic way God's ordering 
of the interpersonal life for which he created 
mankind. Anarchy in sexual relationships is 
a symptom of man's alienation from God, his 
neighbor, and himself .... The church comes 
under the judgment of God and invites rejec
tion by man when it fails to lead men and 
women into the full meaning of life together, 
or withholds tl1e compassion of Christ from 
t~10se ca~,ght in the moral confusion of our 
time .... 

OEO CRANT TO POOR 
APPLAUDED BY NCC 

The Office of Economic Opportunity's 
grant of $399,967 to help poor farmers in 
10 Alabama counties was called "one of the 
significant developments of the war on pov
erty" by an official of the National Council 
of Churches. 

Dr. J. Edward Carothers, chairman of the 
Anti-Poverty Task Force of the NCC, urged 
Christians in Alabama and throughout the 
United States "not to allow political oppor
tunists to undermine this effort to meet an 
urgent hlUUan need." Dr. Carothers is also 
the Associate General Secretary for the Na
tional Division of tile Methodist Board of 
Missions. 

When the OEO announced the allocation, 
it immediately drew fire from Alabama poli
ticians both in the U.S. Congress and in 
the state. 

Gov. Lurleen B. Wallace announced that 
she would veto the grant. 

A similar situation existed during the 
winter in a long fight over the re-funding of 
the Child Development Group of Mississippi, 
a Head Start project opposed by tile state's 
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political leaders. The project was cut off 
last September and then re-funded on a 
smaller scale after months of debate. 

The Alabama grant was made to an or
ganization called the Southwest Alabama 
Fanners Cooperative Association, with head
quarters in Selma. 

The IO-county area was once devoted to 
cotton growing, but the co-op's efforts have 
encouraged the fa1mers to plant other crops. 
With the OEO grant, the fmmers would be 
able to buy fertilizer and other supplies at a 
saving and by cooperative selling they could 
bargain with larger buyers for higher prices. 

Such an effort would enable the farmers 
to raise their incomes and become self
sufficient. 

"This program," Dr. Carothers said, "will 
help to create the social and economic atmos
phere in hard-pressed rural areas of the 
Deep South that will make it possible for the 
people to succeed where they are. It will 
help reduce the necessity for migration of 
the rural poor from slums in the country to 
slums in the city." 

Dr. Carothers urged "concerned Chris
tians" to support the project with cards and 
letters to their Congressmen to counter 
"politically inspired attacks" launched 
against "such a carefully developed, self-help 
project for economic development." He noted 
·that OEO preserves "the general principle of 
maximum participation of the poor people in 
poverty programs." (RNS) 

PLIGHT OF FARM WORKER ISSUE 
OF BOTH WOMAN'S AND 
NATIONAL DIVISIONS 

The plight of the farm workers, par
ticularly the seasonal and migratory workers, 
has long been a concern of The Methodist 
Church. 

Both the Woman's and National Divisions 
of the Methodist Board of Missions have 
taken action to bring the issue before the 
people. 

In an effort to gain "ground swell" support 
for a bill which would extend the National 
Labor Relations Act to roughly 1.5 million 
agricultural employees, the Woman's Divi
sion and its Section of Christian Social Re
lations have joined the National Campaign 
for Agricultural Democracy ( NCAD) . Also, 
background material on the issue will be 
made available to women attending the 
Regional Schools of Christian Mission this 
summer. 

Likewise, the National Division has se
cured support for its proposal that there be 
an augmented program through the Texas 
Council of Churches to develop authentic 
conversations between growers and agricul
tural workers and with the whole community 
as well. 

In joining NCAD, the Woman's Division 
has united with other church, labor, civil 
rights, student and civic groups in an effort 
to bring justice to the "most dispossessed and 
powerless members of our society." Both 
The Methodist Church, through its boards 
and agencies, and the National Council of 
Churches are original participants of NCAD, 
founded nearly four months ago in 'Vash
ington, D.C .. 

The major' responsibility of the Washing-
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to11 staff is to develop legislative strategy 
effective in getting congressional support; 
and to disseminate identical information to 
all participating national organizations. 

The bill has been submitted to the House 
of Representatives (HR 6343), and also to 
the Senate ( S 1866). Committee hearings, 
both in vVashington and out in the field are 
now in session. The NCAD is presently in
volved in building a factual case supporting 
the bill and obtaining affirmative testimonies 
from growers, small farmers, sharecroppers 
and farm workers themselves. 

Passage of the bill would provide workers 
a base to bargain for decent wages and work 
rules guaranteed by a legal contract. It 
would also bring democracy to the rural 
power imbalance which has plagued the 
farmer since his first attempts at farm or
ganization with political backing failed. In
deed, inaction on farm labor issues is a Con
gressional tradition, according to NCAD 
spokesmen. 

The chief argument offered by the opposi
tion of amending the National Labor Rela
tions Act deals with the "cost price squeeze," 
saying in effect, prices will increase drastical
ly if wages are increased. 

It is at this point that NCAD officials be
lieve the women's orgimizations can play a 
key role. It is their responsibility to study 
and research the issue and then interpret to 
their constituencies the problems of the farm 
workers, and the relationship to the con
sumer. 

Both the Woman's and National Divisions' 
proposals have such dialogues included. 
Under the auspices of the Woman's Division, 
jurisdictional and conference officers attend
ing the regional schools \vill receive materials 
based on the Washington hearings and they 
in tum will interpret it in the conference 
schools. 

A meeting of the Texas Council of 
Churches in Corpus Christi June 8 and 9 
will set in motion active steps for bringing 
the migrant ministry, Texas Council, growers 
and workers together. 

Two staff people have been employed by 
the Texas Council of Churches .to interpret 
the program to churches in the area and to 
help people be involved in meditation and 
reconciliation of this group of farm people. 

Dr. Harry Komuro, executive secretary for 
Missions and Provisional Annual Confer
ences, attended the June 8 meeting. 

Both the Woman's and National Divisions 
have confirmed their belief in the principle of 
the Social Creed of The Methodist Church 
that supports the right of free and collective 
bargaining for all workers, including farm 
workers. 

They have also reaffirmed their belief in 
a minimum wage coverage to all farm work
ers and have urged their members to make 
their voices heard in Congress and the en
tire national community. 

NEW GREEK PRIMATE CALLS FOR 
ECUMENICAL ADVANCE 

Preaching at his solemn enthronement in 
Athens, Greece, Archbishop Ieronymos of 
Athens and all Greece called for strong ecu
menical ties with the non-Orthodox Chris
tian churches. 

However, the former professor of canon 
law at the University of Thessaloniki and 
chaplain to the Greek royal family, cau
tioned that "constant and long preparation 
must precede every Greek Orthodox Church 
participation in pan-Christian conferences." 

At the same time he stresses that "our 
relations with other Orthodox Churches 
must be arranged in such a way that our 
faith, unity and communion in the Holy 
Spirit become more evident, this being as
sured through mutual acquaintance and in
ter-orthodox theological conferences and the 
exchange of theological professors." 

As a professed ecumenist, the 62-year-old 
Archbishop Ieronymos is in striking contrast 
to his ultra-conservative predecessor who has 
been noted for consistent opposition to any 
relationship or dialogue with the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

In his enthronement address, the arch
bishop, dressed in stiff purple vestments en
crusted with gold, spoke of important issues 
confronting the Church of Greece in the 
modem world. 

Regarding the Church's stand on contem
porary problems, he said, that "it must prove 
that only Christianity gives a radical and 
realistic solution to them." 

At the . same time, referring to aimed 
conflicts around the world, he said the ques
tion must be asked, "How can Christianity 
help to stop wars and antagonisms when it 
is itself i1Teparably divided?" 

Turning to Orthodoxy's ecumenical mis
sion, he said Christianity, regardless of doc
trinal differences, must proclaim the basic 
principles on which all Christians agree and 
try to put them into effect. 

"First," he said, "there must be mutual 
love. Second, all people, irrespective of their 
religious beliefs or race, must be considered 
as brothers and children of the same Heaven
ly Father. Third, the individual personality 
must be inviolable." 

Other basic needs, Archbishop Ieronymos 
said, were respect for the freedom of man's 
personal, political, and social conscience; 
educational and economic opportunities for 
all; and man's right to develop fully his spir
itual and material cultures. (RNS) 

RADICAL REFORM URGED 
TO AMERICAN BAPTISTS 

A call for radical reform and a "humiliat
ing house cleaning" of the church was de
livered to delegates at the annual convention 
of American Baptists at Pittsburgh, Penn
sylvania. 

Dr. Roger L. Fredrikson, pastor of the 
First Baptist Church in Sioux Falls, S.D., 
also explored a problem which has plagued 
the church-the division of opinion on what 
form its evangelistic effort should take. 

"Unless there is a radical recovery within 
the church of the vast dimensions of God's 
mission to his world, there will be little 
authentic evangelism in our day," he de
clared. 

"No one will pay much attention if we 
simply rearrange the institutional furniture 
again. . . . People can smell our religious 
imperialism a mile away-and they \viii run 
from it eveiy time. 

"!viore and more of our young people are 
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disgusted and bored with our attempts to 
organize and package religion. They are not 
interested in becoming involved in the petty 
quarrels, hurt feelings, cozy club ahnos
phere and unctuous inspirational meetings 
that characterize much church life." 

Such a refmm, he said, "will not be done 
through our own strength and ingenuity ... 
it will come through costly repentance, radi
cal obedience, healing love, creative insight 
and daring vision born of the Spirit of Al
mighty God. 

"The first order of the day is whether 
our churches will pass through t11e kind of 
humiliating house cleaning which in the end 
will make them instruments of God's grace." 

Neither those who "focus on the words 
and the institutions in a church-centered 
kind of evangelism" nor those who "center 
on action in the strnctures of power in the 
world" have the complete answer to how 
the evangelistic effort is carried out, he 
said. Nor is there an answer "by simply say
ing we wiJI walk the middle ground," l1e 
declared. 

"It is in the wholeness of Christ's mission 
that we must discover our witness." He asked 
the delegates to seek for "deeper ground." 

There is "a vastness and a wonder" about 
Christ's mission, l1r. continued. "For some 
of us this will mean starting in the commu
nity of faith, and for others the beginning of 
the mission is in the world." (RNS) 

EXPERTS DISCUSS 
FUTURE OF HUMANITY 

The future of the human race was under 
intense discussion in Chicago recently by 
some of the nation's most advanced tech
nical and philosophical thinkers at the first 
National Consultation on Technology and 
Human Values. 

The consultation, whose major addresses 
and working sessions dealt with the implica
tions of futuristic techniques ranging from 
electronic brain stimulation to the shaping 
of human evolution through genetic manipu
lation, was sponsored by the National Coun
cil of Churches. 

Some 150 experts representing science, 
industry, government, labor, education and 
religion met daily in six simultaneous work
ing groups at the Edgewater Beach Hotel 
and issued summary reports on their discus
sions, agreements and-as was often t11e 
case-disagreements. 

Group discussions were built around 
a series of problematic issues relating to tech
nology and the "rich-poor split" among men 
and nations-overpopulation and hunger; 
work and income; technological impact on 
youth; urban crisis; birth, health and death; 
and man's relation to his natural environ
ment. 

Chairman of the consultation was the Rev. 
Dr. J. Edward Carothers, associate general 
secretary of the Methodist Board of Missions. 

Here and there, points of consensus 
emerge from these reports :-"The most 
critical issue that threatens to upset the 
ecological balance of nature is the rapid 
growth and distribution of human popula
tion. The enmmous increases tend to con
centrate in cities and in areas of the world 
where the natural resources are least able 
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to support the people. Unless these factors 
can be guided it will become impossible to 
maintain a high quality of environment. Day 
by day we come closer to the point of no 
return on these dynamic forces." 

-"Today, because of the profound re
strncturing of the basic elements of reality 
which has characterized the development of 
technology in the past two decades, there is 
a very real sense in which youth have had 
more experience with the prevailing cultural 
milieu than have their parents." 

-"An annual income guarantee (should) 
be one part of a new total program which 
will include the provision of meaningful and 
useful job opportunities for all who are will
ing and able to work." 

-"Access to the food, clothing, shelter 
and all other social resources which people 
need to live with dignity and self-respect is 
a basic human right." 

-"In order to serve the esthetic needs of 
society, and to control the total economic 
cost of land development, it is urgent to 
give new thought to a policy of zoning the 
whole landscape." 

-"We may increase the Gross National 
Product, but this does not necessarily mean 
better life." 

Conspicuously absent from discussions 
and addresses alike were such terms as 
"automation" and "cybernetics." It appeared 
that problems such as unemployment created 
by machines belonged to the past and not the 
future. 

There were no arguments over whether 
computers could ever approximate human 
thought, or whether mankind 'vill become a 
race of vassals to machines. 

· "The brave new world is upon us right 
now," one participant said. "Our only prob
lem is to decide what kind of brave new 
world it's going to be." 

The first of the consultation's five plenary 
speakers, a professor of philosophy at the 
nation's foremost technical university, said 
technology's tendency to concentrate power 
"portends a specific danger ... that even in 
a democracy the people may lose control." 

Dr. Huston Smith of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology declared that un
precedented technological concentration of 
power, coupled \vith lack of candor from the 
'White House, has created the "greatest 
credibility gap in our nation's history." 

The undeclared Vietnam war, waged by 
the Administration in the face of "impressive 
editorial, church, university and even Con
gressional opposition, has become the most 
doubted war in our history," and threatens 
to "undermine the American people's control 
of their government." 

The effect of technology on society has 
been to urbanize and depersonalize modem 
man, Dr. Smith said. Role filling has be
come more important than personal fu1fill-
ment. · 

"The average American now moves every 
five years and changes careers three times. 
This reduces the personal component in his 
life in ratio to the extent to which it is built 
·of role behavior. So our emptiness is greater." 

But he went on to point out that oppor
tunity for personal identity is also greater. 
"Traditional society gave its members some 

individuality without allowing tl1em to win 
much more, whereas contemporary society 
gives its members almost no individuality 
and permits them to win a great deal,-but 
they must win it. It will not be handed to 
them." 

British-born socio-economist Robert Theo
bald warned the consultation that mankind 
will destroy itself unless the world's social 
and economic structures can be drastically 
retooled to serve humanity rather than them
selves. 

Humanity is doomed to extinction either 
by war or by a breakdown of environment 
unless men take radical steps to shore up the 
racial and economic splits that divide the 
world into rich and poor, he declared. 

This split represents two separate crises 
-one domestic, the other intemational
which threaten to merge into a single global 
threat: a split between those of us with 
white faces and the majority of the world, 
Mr. Theobald said. 

The very survival of Western civilization 
depends on its ability to adapt its actions 
to rapidly changing political, social, eco
nomic and moral realities, he asserted, add
ing that "revolutionary" changes must be 
wrought by "evolutionary" methods. 

Russian-born biologist Dr. Theodosius 
Dobzhansky, professor at tlle Rockefeller 
University in New York City; told the con
sultation that science is on the point of being 
able to alter the course of human evolution 
by manipulating genes. 

Man's mastery of technology has brought 
him to the point where he becomes, at least 
potentially, a full partner in tlle process of 
his own creation, he said. 

"The core problem is where the evolu
tionary process is taking mankind, and where 
man himself wishes to go." 

But he warned that the size of the world's 
population presents a far more urgent prob
lem than its quality. "The world population 
is now over three billion; by 1980 it may be 
four billion; and by 2000 seven billion. Ex
trapolations beyond that are pointless, be
cause the present rate of increase simply can
not be long maintained." 

Dr. Jose Manuel Rodriguez Delgado, 
Spanish-born professor of physiology at Yale 
University School of Medicine, urged that 
man's technological triumph over nature 
should be matched by a similar conquest of 
the human mind. 

"The exploration of the inner space of man 
must be considered as important as the ex
ploration of the outer space of earth," he 
declared. 

Using color slides to illustrate his point, 
he said science has already mastered basic 
principles for controlling human thoughts, 
feelings and actions by technical means. 

The pictures showed how monkeys in Dr. 
Delgado's laboratories responded to electrical 
stimuli in different parts of tlleir brains. 
Leaders were caused to lose their aggressive
ness, mothers to reject their young, and tllC 
timid to forget their inhibitions. 

In a particularly striking series of photo
graphs, he demonstrated how monkeys 
learned to "tum off" the anger of their 
"chief" by a radio-operated electronic brain 
stimulus. 
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Adult literacy and literature 
programs supported by lit-lit 
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Protestant and Orthodox churches throughout the country have saluted "Lit-Lit" on its 
25th anniversary. The National Council of Churches' Committee on World Literacy 
and Christian Literature operates in countries throughout the world, bringing literacy 

, and Christian reading material to the underprivileged. In a congratulatory message, 
President Johnson wrote: "Thanks to you, millions of underprivileged people throughout 
the world have had the word of God placed in their hands. The minds you have freed 
from ignorance will free others." 

The implications of this experiment for 
human society were obvious to all consul
tants and alanning to many. 

A leading social psychologist told the 
:final plenary session that the need to de
velop new social institutions is "far more 
critical" than the need for new weapons, 
faster computers, supersonic transports, bet
ter spacecraft or any other form of "tech
nological hardware." 

Dr. Donald N. Michael, program director 
in the Center for Research on Utilization of 
Scientific Knowledge at the University of 
Michigan, said "Hardware alone cannot 
solve our problems or let us take advantage 
of the opportunities technology has already 
opened." 

The next century will need "institutions 
designed to limit and disrupt" the informa
tion monopoly of the "establishment" and 
the social control that goes with it, he de
clared. 

He called for "more sources of support 
for responsible muck-raking, partly as a 
means for undercutting the institutionalized 
presentation of reality which more and more 
becomes the expression of the mass media." 

Institutions of the future should be 
created with limited lifetimes, so that they 
will care more about doing their jobs than 
about perpetuating their existence, Dr. 
Michael said. "By limiting the lifetime of an 
organization you can prevent its forgetting 
what it was organized to do." 

Between now and the year 2000 "we are 
faced with a continuing series of increas-
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ingly complex social issues, world-wide tur
moil and a persistent scarcity of skilled 
human beings and time in which to do the 
tasks required to make a humane and 
dignifying world," he predicted. 

CANTERBURY SEES EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITY AS 'IMMENSE 
OPPORTUNITY' FOR CHURCHES 

Britain's entry into the European Com
munity would present an "immense oppor
tunity" for the continent's Christiail churches 
to rebuild the foundation of faith and morali
ty, according to the Archbishop of Canter
bury, Dr. Michael Ramsey. 

His remarks were made in an address 
before the House of Lords, on Britain's ap
plication to join the six~nation Common 
Market and related communities. 

Referring to what he called an aspect of 
the European Economic Community about 
which he had the deepest convictions, the 
Anglican Primate said: "The very name Eu
rope speaks of a Christian civilization of 
which we are all the heirs, a civilization now 
tired, distracted and corroded from within 
by some of the terrible trends of modem 
history. 

'1 see the entrance of Britain into the 
European Community as giving immense 
opportunity to all the Christian churches 
in Europe--Roman Catholic, Anglican, Prot
estant without pretending that their prob
lems of unity are yet solved, to be acting 
together with a new vigor to rebuild the 
foundations of faith and morality." 

Dr. Ramsey said that this action together 
could not be a replica of the past, since it 
had to be carried out "amid the very new 
conditions of our industrial and technological 
society" and with the churches working as 
allies and not rivals. (RNS) 

EUB'S COMMEMORATE 
HISTORIC MOMENT 

More than 1,000 Evangelical United 
Brethren churchmen, and guests from sev
eral other denominations, met in Neffsville, 
Pennsylvania, on Pentecost Sunday to com
memorate the 200th anniversary of the his
toric meeting of two of their "spiritual 
fathers" -Martin Boehm and Philip William 
Otterbein. 

Two hundred years ago in a nearby barn, 
which then belonged to Isaac Long, Boehm 
and Otterbein met and dramatically ex
pressed their common spiritual ties. Out of 
their meeting and joint endeavors came the 
United Brethren in Christ, a fellowship 
which joined in 1946 with the Evangelical 
Church to form the present Evangelical 
United Brethren denomination. 

Principal speaker at the anniversary ser
vice was the Rev. Dr. John Ness, Jr., Day
ton, Ohio, secretary and curator of the EUB 
Historical Society. "The average man," Dr. 
Ness said, "does not need the gospel pre
sented more rationally; he needs to hear it 
proclaimed by those who believe it more 
passionately." (RNS) 

NEW ADOPTION PROGRAM 
PLANNED FOR NEGRO, RACIALLY 
MIXED CHILDREN 

The Worcester diocesan bureau of Cath
olic Charities is planning a campaign to place 
infants of Negro and racially mixed parent
age in white adoptive homes. 

Commenting on the plan, Francis X. 
Naughton of the charities office reported 
that "one of the most pressing needs in the 
field of adoption is :finding adoptive homes 
for these children. 

"Presently," he said, "children of Negro 
or mixed racial backgrounds sit in an adop
tive no man's land. In most instances, Ne
gro or racially mixed families cannot afford 
to adopt them and white families do not 
want to adopt them." 

"Therefore," he explained, "more often 
than not they wind up in temporary home 
situations without ever being adopted." 

Mr. Naughton said that the Worcester 
bureau has already had some success in 
placing children of Oriental background in 
white adoptive homes and that there has 
been "some success elsewhere" in placing 
Negro and racially mixed children in white 
homes. (RNS) 

MISSIONARIES URGED TO 
CONTACT VATICAN 

Protestant missionaries were told to con
tact the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity if they should have any diffi
culties with Roman Catholics in their mission 
areas. 

'We are there to serve you," said Father 
August B. Hasler, a member of the sec
retariat. 

The priest addressed 160 missionaries, 
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m1ss1011 agency officials and rcprese11tatives 
of votmc:er churches in Asia and Africa who 
att~nded the enlarged annual meeting of the 
Luthemn "'orld Federation's Commission 
on "'arid ~lission in Baden, Austria. 

"If vou should have difficulties," Father 
Hasler. said, "with the Roman Catholic hi
erarch\' in vour mission fields. if vou see 
prosel;tism ·on our side, if yo~ da"n't suc
ceed in ha,ing common Bible translation 
with us, and s; forth, please write the Sec
retariat for Promoting Christian Unitv." 

Although the Protestant-Catholic . union 
cannot be foreseen at this time, Father 
Hasler maintained there are many opportuni
ties for close cooperation. 

"\Ve as Christians have to give a common 
testimony to the world," he said. "There are 
already many possibilities--common wor
ship, common study centers, common Bible 
translations .... " (RNS) 

QUAKERS HAVE PASSPORTS 
REVOKED AFTER AIDING NORTH 
VIETNAMESE 

Five U.S. Quakers who sailed a boat 
loaded with medicine to North Vietnam 
early in April in defiance of federal regula
tions have had their passports rernked. 

A sixth Quakrr, Dr. Earle L. Reynolds, 
captain of the ketch "Phoenb:" and leader of 
the expedition, has been ordered to tum his 
passport in at the U.S. Embassy in To1.·yo 
and to return home. 

Dr. Reynolds, 56, has been Jiying in 
Japan since shortly after \Vorld War II when 
be went to Hiroshima with the U.S. Atomic 
Bomb Casualty Commission. (EPS) 

RESEARCH FINDS CHURCH 
LEADERSHIP IN "STATE OF CRISIS" 

"The church is in a state of leadership 
crisis." 

That is the opinion of Robert L. Wilson 
and James H. Davis of the Department of 
Research and Survev of the 11ethodist Board 
of 11issions. Mr. \Viison and Mr. Da'is have 
prepared a paper on "Leadership Needs of 
The Methodist Church," which surYeys the 
church's objectives, looks at what makes a 
relevant church, what it means to be a 
relevant church and, finally, at the leader
ship needs for the relevant church. 

The paper points out that despite the 
amount of formal education of clergy and 
the effort spent in pro,iding training and 
printed resources for laymen, there is a gen
eral dissatisfaction with the church leader
ship. But, it goes on, the leadership needs of 
any organization depend on its objectives 
and, for the church, they are complex. 
"There is a serious gap between the state
ment of objectives as stated in theological 
1anguage ... and the understanding of the 
next step that can be taken on the local level 
toward achie,ing these goals." 

Looking at institutional de\'elopment, the 
paper points out that it is not necessarih· bad. 
"But institutional gro'\th is a by-prod~ct of 
rno,·ement toward an objective, not the basic 
objectirn." 

The church, the paper continues, "is not 
characterized by "ithdrawal, but by so 
broad and superficial inrnh·ement in so many 
dh·erse aspects of society tliat it fails to make 

an impact. The result is pious sentiments 
about a multiplicity of issues and no real 
influence on most." 

The leadership of the denomination must 
limit the institutional in\'Ol\'ement of the 
church. The areas of societ\' in which the 
church becomes inrnlved sh~uld depend on 
the situation cmTent at the time. 

"The church carries on too manv acti\'ities 
which were no doubt needed in a· time past, 
but which now are duplications of ser\'ices 
offered by other units within the larger so
ciety. Some church-sponsored institutions are 
like encrusted barnacles which pre\'ent speed 
and maneuverability in the contemporary 
scene .... If the church is to ha\'e maximum 
inlpact, it must choose its targets carefully." 

According to 11r. Wilson and 11r. Da,is, 
there are fi\'e characteristics of a good objec
tive. It must be achievable, feasible, com
patible, measurable and anlendable. 

Turning to the question of what is a 
relernnt church, the paper takes a look at the 
sociological point of 'iew, saying that rele
\-ance refers to the relationships between 
social units. What has been happening, it 
goes on, "as the church is concerned with 
becoming more reJe,·ant, is a proliferation of 
church-related groups to forn1 social units of 
comparable scope with social units from 
other institutions." 

:Much of the criticism of the local church, 
the paper says, implies that it is irrelevant to 
even• issue. "This is not true. The local 
chu;ch is not irrele\'ant to personal religious 
growth, to spiritual nurture, to ritual rein
forcement of religious commitments, to the 
nuclear family and its problems, or to local 
neighborhood issues." And the local congre
gation furnishes the people who make up 
the higher levels of the organization. But, 
the paper continues, "the local congregation 
is irrelevant to man" issues which occur at 
other levels of orga~ization scope." 

This attempt by tl1e churches to be rele
\'ant to establishing social units comparable 
to various social units in otl1er institutions 
has great implications for tl1e future leader
ship needs of the church, tl1e paper con
cludes. 

"Relevance will require laymen who have 
the commitment, slills, information and op
portunity, to specialize at particular levels 
of social units and/or to specialize on par
ticular issues. 

"The chief need for church leadership in 
tl1e future will be for ministers and lavmen 
who can tolerate ambiguity, adapt to. new 
situations, learn new skills, and in,·ent new 
roles .... Onlv if tl1e church leaders of the 
fuhrre are tl1e~1sel\'es 'self-renewing' will the 
church be renewed.· The leaders must evi
dence in tl1emseh-es the qualities they wish 
the institution to possess. And, if tl1e institu
tion wants to possess certain qualities, it 
must recruit, train, retain, and promote the 
leaders who demonstrate those qualities.'' 

GRANT $40,000 TO HELP FUND 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZERS 

The Executive Committee of the National 
Dhision of tl1e 1Iethodist Board of Missions 
has approved a recommendation allocating 
$20,000 per year for two years fo help estab
lish an Inter-Religious Foundation for Com-

munity Organization. 
The Conunittee also approved the ap

pointn1ents of Mr. Paul Stauffer, assistant 
general secretary, Section of Home Fields, 
and Dr. Richard Nesmitl1, executive secre
tary, Planning and Strategy, to serve as 
representati,·es on the Foundation's Board 
of Directors. · 

The first formal meeting of the board was 
held in 11ay at tl1e American Jewish Com
mittee headquarters in New York. 

The purposes of the Foundation as out
lined in the proposed Constitution and By
Laws are 1) to implement common pro
grams and strategy among religious groups 
for the development of community organiza
tions among the poor and others; 2) to con
duct research and develop educational ma
terials in connection with the building of 
such programs and strategy; and 3) to 
determine tl1e areas of highest priority in 
the development of such community organi
zations. 

According to Mr. Stauffer, The Metl1odist 
Church has been three years behind otl1er 
denominations in recognizing it cannot con
tinue its policies of "paternalism" or "colonial 
welfarism." 

"The Church must work toward turning 
tl1e frustration of poverty into purpose so 
that the disadvantaged \\ill be provided a 
voice and can be helped to work toward 
tl1eir own goals," he said. 

It was also noted that the Church had 
been living in an age concerned witl1, di
rected bv and administered to ''Ven• Im
portant Persons" (VIPs), but that r{ow it 
was finding itself confronted with tl1e 
plights of the "Very Little Persons" (VLPs). 
"Our concern now is to develop forms of 
mission that will help support the poor as 
tl1ey work to help themsel\'es," l\fr. Stauffer 
added. 

It was e\ident that the funding of com
munity action programs would require sup
pmt beyond the capacity of any single de
nomination or board, and that an ecumenical 
approach would not only provide the neces
sary financial support, but also rich resources 
of leadership skills, motivation and legitimate 
human goals. 

In recognition of these imperati\'es, rep
resentatives from Protestant, Catholic and 
Jewish agencies fom1ed an ad hoc commit
tee to build tl1e frame for the Inter-Religious 
Foundation. Temporary officers included 
Rabbi }.Jarc Tannenbaum, president; 11sgr. 
John Egan, vice-president; and James 11c
Daniel, treasurer. An account was estab
lished in tl1e interracial Freedom National 
Bank in Harlem and a search started for 
suitable staff. 

Each member organization is required to 
demonstrate its commitment to the purposes 
of tl1e Foundation by contributing not less 
than $1,000 per year to meet an operating 
budget estimated at $100,000 a year. Various 
major denominations have joined the Na
tional Dhision in coming in on a larger scale 
to help get the organization on its feet. 

It is recognized that tl1e Foundation can
not do all tliat is requested or needed to 
bring about effecti,·e community organiza
tion programs in all cities that ask for help. 
but it is belie,·ed tl1at the membership can 



supply all the initial budget which will serve 
ns an inducement to foundations, interested 
individuals and other sources, lo provide the 
millions needed among the poor, both urban 
and rural, who cannot depend upon govem
mcntal assistance lo change the status quo. 

SANCTIONS BITE HARD 
INTO RHODESIA'S ECONOMY 

Though the situation in Rhodesia, to quote 
a citizen who supports Prime Minister Ian 
Smith, has "h1rncd into a crashing bore," it 
remains a place where the African is dis
contented and wonders l1ow long the illegal 
government will last. 

This report was brought bnck to the staff 
of the J\fothodist Board of J\'fissions by Miss 
Marguerite Deyo, the executive secretary 
for Angola, Mozambique, Rhodesia and 
South Africa, who has just reh1111ed from 
h·aveling in Africa for two months. 

Miss Deyo reported that Africans and Eu
ropeans mix freely in Rhodesia's parks, 
streets and pubuc buildings, "but it is in the 
social life, residential and business segre
gated areas that racial discrimination comes 
to the fore." The British Union Jack still 
flies beside the Rhodesian flag outside Prime 
Minister Smith's office and Sir Humphrey 
Gibbs, the recognized governor of Rhodesia, 
still holds out at Government House, though 
Rhodesia considers him only a private citi
zen. Each month he gets a $700 bill for rent 
from the Smith regime. 

It is said, Miss Deyo continued, that the 
key to Rhodesia's fuh1re is tobacco, its most 
important export. Some tobacco has been 
sold, but there is an indication that last year's 
crop of 250 million pounds was taken over 
by the government for resale at a later date. 
There are three huge tobacco storage build
ings constmcted end to end and nearly a 
mile long. 

The shops arc filled with goods of all 
kinds, much of it Rhodesian produced, or 
imported from South Africa, \Vest Germany, 
Czechoslovakia, Scotland and Japan. 

Oil and gasoline were the cmcial items 
when the Unilateral Declaration of Inde
pendence was first made, but though gaso
line is rationed and expensive ( 87 cents for 
a rationed gallon, and $1.27 for an unra
tioned gallon), the city sh·eets are still 
packed with cars and the parking lots are 
full. 

Miss Deyo said she believed that in many 
ways sanctions have bitten hard into the 
economy of the country, "but I also believe 
that they have forced the European segment 
into a stronger national unity, and that the 
people have learned to economize, develop 
new industries, and are in many ways more 
independent than previously. The cost of 
living has risen 24.7 per cent, according to an 
unofficial report." 

The Methodist Bonrd of Missions, at its 
annual meeting in January, supported the 
mandatory economic sanctions voted by the 
United Nations against the Ian Smith 
regime in Rhodesia. The resolution reaf
fhmed the Board's previous position that 
there is need for Britain to find ways to re
store its legal authority in Rhodesia and the 
power to protect the populations of the ten:i
lory. 
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Figures are reported, Miss Deyo said, 
showing that 2,500 more Africans were 
employed in 1966 than in the previous year, 
but other sources say that thousands of Afii
cans have gone back to live on reserves and 
that a number of European £aimers have 
given up forming and moved away. Many 
others have turned from raising tobacco to 
raising cattle or growing fruit. 

On the matter of voter registration, the 
Africans are divided. It is impossible for 
them to have public meetings mging regis
tration. Boycotts arc out of date and over
worked, according to some African leaders, 
who believe that perhaps the time has come 
to give positive support to voting. Some 
Africans feel that unless the African registers 
his vote, the world cannot lmow what he 
thinks. 

There are still many detainees, restrictees 
and political prisoners in various camps and 
prisons, Miss Deyo reported. The Cluistian 
Council, she said, has been most active in 
relief for the men and their families. In 
Janumy 1967, there were approximately 370 
resbictees at the best-known restriction area, 
Gonal"Udzingwa, where the nationalist 
leader, Mr. Joshua Nkomo is held. Family 
welfare has been one of the main emphases 
of the Christian Council's relief scheme and 
a Rehabilitation Committee has been estab
lished. 

Government assistance to the families of 
detainees and restrictees is treated, as in all 
relief cases, after application and proof of 
destihltion. It is said that in some cases, 
families have been threatened with eviction, 
even when the Council Relief Office has been 
paying the rent. There is a similar attitude 
toward the non-payment of scl1ool fees for 
children of the detainees/restrictees. 

The government has withdrawn its aid for 

the restrictees' wide education program and 
this \viii create a problem of inactivity, which 
the lack of proper facilities for exercise will 
surely aggravate. 

Turning to the development of The Meth
odist Church in Rhodesia, Miss Deyo re
ported encouragement on the matter of pas
toral self-support and noted several success
ful pledging systems in district circuits. 

"On my visit I could not help but feel 
that the Church has h·agically failed the 
European population within the country," 
~viiss Deyo charged. "The mral area has 
through its approximately 70 years of histo1y 
had uttle service and inspiration from the 
church, and I believe has been neglected by 
the church. The sh·ength of the Rhodesia 
Front Party is in the rural areas. 'This is the 
first time that a minister has been in my 
home for 10 or even 20 years; is a common 
remark made by several farmers to a visiting 
minister. 

"I cannot help but beueve that all of the 
denominations have let the African people 
down by not ministering more than they 
have to all people. If all had been touched, 
would Rhodesia be in the deplorable sihla
tion it is today?" 

In the field of education, The Methodist 
Church has 47,956 persons enrolled in 
church schools, nearly 47,000 of them in 
elementary schools. For several years, the 
lower primary schools in mral areas have 
been self-supporting except for government 
grants for teachers' salaries. All staff houses 
and school buildings are built by the peo
ple. The Rhodesia Annual Conference has 
voted that all lower primary schools at Meth
odist centers be self-supporting and nine 
classrooms have been built at the center in 
Mrewa since 1958. 

Enrollment in the University College of 
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Rhodesia totals 847 this year, 547 Europeans, 
and 300 Africans and Asians. There are 
more than 20 l'vlethodist students enrolled 
this year, 12 of them receiving scholarships 
from The l\fothodist Church. 

BOARD TO RECEIVE $3,000,000 
WAR DAMAGE PAYMENT 

A total amount of $3,251,605.06 will be 
received by the Board of Missions of The 
Methodist Church from the Foreign Claims 
Settlement Commission in \Vashington, D.C., 
for property losses and damage in China 
from 1937 to 1945. 

Of the amount, $1,368,610.38 will go to 
the \Voman's Division of Christian Service 
and $1,882,994.68 will be paid to the World 
Division. 

Announcement of the award was made 
by Dr. Ashton A. Almand, World Division 
treasurer, at the executive committee meet
ing of the Board in New York. 

Dr. Almand said after an extensive pro
gram of research and study, an original 
claim of nearly $5 million was made, based 
on amounts the two divisions had actually 
sent to China for repairs and rehabilitation 
following the damage. However, he said, 
"the War Claims Administration consistently 
mled damages had to be predicated on 
'Value of Property' rather than on 'Cost to 
Replace.' Negotiations continued until our 
revised claim was acceptable to the attorneys 
for the 'War Claims Commission.'' 

At the same time, Dr. Almand and his 
staff assisted Methodist missionaries who 
suffered personal losses in filing individual 
claims. "These claims," Dr. Almand said, 
"have nearly all been accepted as presented 
and in most cases the individual missionaries 
have already received their payment." 

SOCIAL SECURITY 
CONCERN VOICED 

A "great concern" for more adequate So
cial Security provisions has been expressed 
by the Woman's Division of the Methodist 
Board of Missions. 

At executive committee meetings of the 
board in New York the division's Section of 
Christian Social Relations recommended that 
pending legislation, HR 5710, be called to 
the attention of Methodist women and that 
they be urged to study and convey their con
victions to their congressmen. 

MINISTER'S ROCK 'N ROLL SHOW 
BROADCAST BY 14 STATIONS 

A Lutheran minister in Minneapolis, 
ivlinnesota, has become known as "the swing
ing shepherd" because of his rock 'n roll 
radio program which is now heard on sta
tions in 14 cities. 

The Rev. John Rydgren, director of tele
vision, radio and films for the American 
Lutheran Church, created the program for 
teenagers and college-age listeners. 

Called "Silhouette," it combines the hit 
records of the day with "soft-sell" inspira
tional messages and interviews with record
ing stars and young people. 

"My messages," Mr. Rydgren said, "are 
designed to put across the point that the 
Church, and more particularly, that Christ 
is interested in every part of the "teen 
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world.'' 
He developed the program at the request 

of Scott Burton, program director of vVDGY, 
Minneapolis, and is now shooting for a target 
of 500 to 1,000 stations. 

The response to the program thus far has 
been "extremely favorable," he reported. 

Much criticism has been leveled at some 
of the contemporary pop tunes because of 
lyrics which dwell on sex and drugs. Mr. 
Rydgren concedes that selecting songs for 
his program poses a few problems. 

"\Ve by to be careful, but we won't 
hold back," he said. "And in our interviews 
with the young people we encourage them 
to s~:ak frankly about the problems they 
face. 

Some of the interviews heard on the pro
gram originate from conversations held at 
the "Silhouette Shack." 

"The shack is not a specific place," Mr. 
Rydgren said. "We move around like a float
ing crap game. TI1e kids get together to 
listen to big beat music and to dance. I play 
the drums, and then we talk about such 
things as music, school, sex, Christ and 
faith." 

Mr. Rydgren also spends a good deal of 
time "on the road" interviewing recording 
artists, songwriters and young people in 
other areas. A recent trip took him to Los 
Angeles to tape interviews with the "Mamas 
and the Papas" and the "Righteous 
Brothers.'' 

"It may seem unusual for a Lutheran pas
tor to host a radio program such as 'Silhou
ette,'" Mr. Rydgren observed, "but I put my
self through seminary at Columbus, Ohio, 
by working as a disc jockey at a rock 'n roll 
station. 

"I enjoy what I'm doing, and I like the 
music. Actually what we're doing is follow
ing Christ's pattern. He went where the ac
tion was, and our radio show goes where 
the teens are." (RNS) 

McCRACKEN LIBRARY FOR 
SEMINARY IN PUERTO RICO 

Dr. Robert J. McCracken, senior minister 
of New York's historic Riverside Church 
since 1946, has announced that he will 
donate his personal library to the interde
nominational Evangelical Seminary of Puerto 
Rico. 

Dr. McCracken plans to retire on June 4. 
The seminary to which he will give his 
private collection of books is the leading 
theological school in the Spanish-speaking 
Caribbean and Latin America. Most of the 
clergy in Puerto Rico were trained there, as 
well as many of the pastors of Spanish
speaking congregations in the United States. 

Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, pastor 
emeritus of Riverside Church, donated his 
personal library to Evangelical Seminary in 
1961, according to Dr. Raymond Strong, 
president of the theological school located 
in suburban San Juan, directly opposite the 
25,000 student University of Puerto Rico. 

Plans are under way for the expansion 
of the Fosdick collection in time to cele
brate Dr. Fosdick's 90th birthday in 1968. 
The noted preacher turned 89 on May 24. 
In the coming year, efforts will ·be made to 
raise $100,000 for the "Fosdick Library 

Fund" for the library of Evangelical Semi· 
nary. 

Founded in 1919, the Evangelical Semi
nmy is supported by the American Baptist 
Convention, Disciples of Christ, Evangelical 
United Brethren, The Methodist Church, 
The United Church of Christ, and the 
United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
In 1963 the seminary received a major grant 
from the Theological Education Fund of the 
World Council of Churches. The Fund con
tinues to finance the seminary's production 
of theological textbooks in Spanish. A total 
of 50 students currently are training there 
for the Christian ministry. 

DR. MACKAY ON VIETNAM 
'FAREWELL TO MANKIND' 

Continued U.S. involvement in the Viet
nam war may mean "farewell to mankind," 
an elder statesman of the United Presbyterian 
Church warned recently in Portland, Oregon. 

Dr. John A. Mackay, president-emeritus of 
Princeton Theological Seminary and former 
moderator of the Church, told a Peace Fel
lowship Breakfast: "Let us repent or suffer 
disaster. If this goes on, a third world war 
becomes almost inevitable. 

"We must withdraw," he said. 
A former missionary to Latin America, Dr. 

Mackay said, "We must seek the humaniza
tion of society, not the great god Mammon. 

"The quest for peace must face the reality 
of revolution in our time. We must under
stand the forces making it, and meet the re
sulting challenge. The genius of the Chris
tian religion is revolutionary change in per
sons and structures. 

"Our Lord," he claimed, "would be called 
a 'Red' in our time." 

Dr. Mackay also charged the nation had 
adopted a policy of recognizing any regime 
that seems able to protect American inter
ests, "especially financial interests.'' 

"We may,'' he said, "for the first time in 
American history, be caught up in a truly 
tragic era." (RNS) 

COMMISSION FOUR MISSIONARIES 
FOR SERVICE IN VIETNAM 

Commissioning services for four of ten 
rvfethodist volunteers assigned to duty in 
Vietnam were conducted at the executive 
committee meeting of Methodist Committee 
for Overseas Relief held recently in New 
York. 

Bishop Ralph T. Alton of the Wisconsin 
Area presided over the commissioning. 

The ten volunteers are assigned under the 
auspices of Vietnam Christian Service, a 
joint refugee relief effort of Church World 
Service {relief arm of the National Council 
of Churches), Lutheran World Relief and 
the Mennonite Central Committee. MCOR 
provides both personnel and money to this 
organization. 

Commissioned were Miss Rebecca Gould, 
Altoona, Pa.; Miss Sarah Katherine Clark, 
Decatur, Ala.; and the Rev. and Mrs. R. 
Dean Hancock, Elkhorn, Wis. They are 
scheduled to arrive in Vietnam some time in 
July. 

Transferring to Vietnam are the Rev. and 
Mrs. Everett W. Thompson, Methodist mis-
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Newly commissioned missionaries for Vietnam. Right to Left: Miss Sarah Katherine Clark, 
Miss Rebecca Gould, and the Rev. and Mrs. R. Dean Hancock. 

sionaries presently serving in Japan. Though 
lvICOR is committed to send 10 volunteers, 
the remaining four have not yet been se
lected. 

As of July, the number of Methodist volun
teers in Vietnam with VCS will be 13. Ac
cording to Dr. J. Harry Haines, general sec
retary of MCOR, plans are under way to 
send 15-20 more during the fall of 1968. 

'Workers provided to VCS by the commit
tee are part of integrated relief teams work
ing in various parts of Vietnam. Each team 
includes a doctor, nurse, agriculturalist, so
cial worker and home economist. 

In a report to the executive committee, Dr. 
Haines noted that "post war Vietnam will 
confront the American churches with an op
portunity for service unparalleled in their 
long history." 

·while the results of a Christian presence 
in Vietnam have been emerging slowly, 
they have neve1theless been evident, he 
sa.id, but we must also be prepared to meet 
the challenge of a cease-fire when it finally 
comes. 

"The ending of hostilities will leave that 
small country with a ruined local economy 
-large areas of fields and forests defoliated, 

Rev. and Mrs. Everett 1V. Thompson, who 
have served 20 years in Japan, are trans
ferring to Vietnam. 
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abandoned farm land \Vhich has. reverted to 
its original jungle state, clogged inland water
ways, ruined irrigation systems, dislocation 
of one-tenth of its population who are now 
refugees, burned and bombed out villages, 
destroyed roads, and war-clogged city 
slums," Dr. Haines observed. 

Not only will the Vietnamese find them
selves wrapped in economic chaos, but the 
state of mind and spirit among the civilian 
populace will continue to be one of hatred 
and suspicion, he added. 

As Dr. Haines explained, the task of the 
churches would be that of aiding and assist
ing the Viebmmese people, not to build 
new economic sbi.1ctures or restore the old. 
Such a task would require a person-to-person 
ministry, re-developing some of the material 
needs but most important seeking to create 
self-confidence and confidence in the future, 
and a sense of feeling at home in Vietnam 
and in the larger world. 

"Part of this will have to be tackled only 
after hostilities 11ave ended," Dr. Haines 
said. "However, there is a large-scale opera
tion which must be undertaken now, with 
the assumption that this \vould be expanded 
many times when peace finally comes." 

The master blueprint for the church's role 
in reconstruction would first call for an in
crease in finances and personnel. An addi
tional one hundred people well trained, high
ly motivated, and hopefully already with ex
perience at home or abroad, will be available 
to work with refugees and others who can 
be reached. 

Presently there are 63 persons employed 
on the VCS staff working on a $481,000 
budget. Such a move would double the ef
fectiveness of the work now under way, as 
well as the budget, he said. As these workers 
plan and cany out their activities, they 
would be looking to the post-war period and 
gearing their present tasks to the challenge 
that lies ahead. 

AUTHORS WANTED BY 
NEW YORK PUBLISHER 

Your book can be published , promoted, distributed 
by successful. reliable company . Fiction, non-fiction, 
poetry, scholarly, religious, scientific and even con· 
troversial manuscripts welcomed. Free Editorial Re· 
port. For Free Booklet write Vantage Press, Dept. 
WD-1, 120 W. 31 St., New York, New York 10001 . 

"The exact dimensions of the job to do or 
the people and other resources needed to do 
it can only be approximated until a cessa
tion of hostilities come about," the general 
secretary further noted. 

However, he estimated that the recon
struction program of the American churches 
might be three million dollars a year for 
four years. This would include two hundred 
highly trained specialists in the field of 
medicine and public health, community de
velopment, agriculture, handicrafts, literacy 
and village-level education and social wel
fare. There might also be specialists in the 
field of training amputees and other 
wounded or handicapped persons. 

Miss REBECCA GouLn 

Born in •· Cuba City, Wis., Miss Gould 
comes from a family of ministers. Her 
father, the Rev. Theodore Gould, is a pas
tor in the Cenb·al Pennsylvania Conference 
of The Methodist Church, and she has two 
uncles also in the ministerial field. 

She attended V/est Suburban Hospital 
School of Nursing, Oak Park, Illinois, where 
she received her diploma in nursing in 1962. 
She also attended Wheaton College where 
she received a bachelor of science in nursing 
in 1965. 

Prior to entering the mission field, she 
was a nurse at Columbia Presbyterian Hos
pital in New York City. 

Miss Gould has been appointed as a nurse 
in Vietnam. 

Miss SARAH KATHERINE CLARK 

1'1iss Clark also comes from a ministerial 
background, having a brother and a father 
serving as pastors in Decatur, Ala. She at
tended Birmingham Southern College for 
three years studying biology and chemistry 
and \vill complete her bachelor of science 
degree in nursing from Emory University 
School of Nursing this spring. 

Miss Clark has been assigned to Dak To, 
Vietnam, as a public health nurse. 

THE HANCOCKS 

The Rev. and Mrs. R. Dean Hancock have 
been appointed as a refugee nutrition worker 
and home economist in Dak To, Vietnam. 
Prior to this assignment, Mr. Hancock was 
pastor at the First Methodist Church, Elk
horn, Wis. 

Mrs. Margaret Hancock received her edu
cation at Morningside College, Sioux City, 
Iowa, where she studied home economics 
and social psychology, receiving a bachelor 
of arts degree in 1954. She holds a five year 
Iowa teaching certificate. She has taught 
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home economics in Rock Valley, Iowa, 
Waterford and Burlington High Schools in 
\Visconsin. 

Mr. Hancock also attended Morningside 
College majoring in sociology and receiving 
a bachelor of arts degree in 1953. He re
ceived his bachelor of divinity degree three 
years later from Garrett Theological Semi
nary, Evanston, Ill. 

The Hancocks are members of the Wis
consin Conference, and the parents of three 
children. 

THE THOMPSONS 

Commissioned as regular missionaries in 
1926, the Rev. and Mrs. Everett W. Thomp
son are transferring to Vietnam from Japan, 
where they have served for nearly 41 years. 
Born in Jefferson, New Hampshire, Mr. 
Thompson is a graduate of Wesleyan Uni
versity (B.D., 1921), Boston University 
School of Theology (S.T.B., 1926) and the 
New York School of Social Work (B.S., 
1946). 

Mrs. Thompson, of Trout Run, Pa., is a 
graduate of Ohio 'Wesleyan University 
(A. B., 1923) and the New York School of 
Social Work (B.S., 1946). Their only son, 
Lawrence H. Thompson, also is a mission
ary in Japan in the field of social work. 

NAME W. W. REID 
HYMN SOCIETY 'FELLOW' 

\Villiam Watkins Reid, an associate lay 
leader of the New York Conference and 
former director of the Department of News 
Service of the Methodist Board of Missions, 
was named a "Fellow of the Hymn Society 
of America" at the recent annual meeting of 
that 1,900-member organization. The rec
ognition was for "contributions in the writ
ing of new hymns" and for service to the 
Society. 

Mr. Reid is the author of "Sing With Spir
it and Understanding," a histo1y of the So
ciety from 1922 to 1962; and of a volume 
of 65 hymns and poems entitled (after the 
first hymn) "My God Is There, Controlling." 
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The Society has seven living "fellows." 

WRITERS 
N. Y. publisher wants books an all subjects 
fiction, nonfiction. Na fee far professional 
opinion. FREE: Brochures that shaw haw your 
book can be published, publicized, said; tips 
and article reprints an wrltlnr;, publlshlnr;, 
contracts. Write Dept. 203·G 
•XPOSITIOH 386 PARK AVE. S., N. Y.16 

• Large 10 inch gold
bordered plates. 

• Orders filled for 25 
or more plates 
showing 'your own 
Church or othet 
scene. 

e We also print 
Church Note Paper 

For samplo and illustrated literature write: 

PRESTON-HOPKINSON CO. 
Dept. O, Appomattox, Virginia 24522 
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THE FIRST NATIONAL METHODIST 
CONVOCATION ON MEDICINE 
AND THEOLOGY 

The first National Methodist Convoca
tion on Medicine and Theology was held in 
Rochester, Minnesota, April 5-7, 1967. 

This Convocation was sponsored by the 
Council of Bishops. It was planned over a 
period of two years, under the chairmanship 
of Bishop Fred G. Holloway, with Bishop 
Otto Nall assisting. Representatives of the 
Board of Hospitals and Homes, the Board of 
Christian Social Concerns, the National Di
vision of the Board of Missions, and the 
Commission on Chaplains were in on the 
planning, in cooperation with the Rochester 
Methodist Hospital and the Mayo Clinic. 

The three-day convocation came to grips 
with some of man's most searching questions 
and deepest needs. 

The 400 participants, in 40 round-table 
discussion groups, dealt with various ways 
of cooperation for persons b·ained in medi
cine or theology. 

In the world of today, when man is find
ing it possible to prolong life, control the 
birth rate to a greater extent than has ever 
before been la10wn, and even to change per
sonality, a moral and religious foundation is 
greatly needed. 

MRS. THOMAS RILEY NICHOLSON, 
1873-1967; 'CHRISTIAN 
AMBASSADOR' 

Mrs. Evelyn Riley Nicholson, a beloved 
leader of Methodist women, died on Feb
ruary 15, 1967. Interment was at Mt. Vernon, 
Iowa. She would have reached her 94th 
birthday had she lived until June of this 
year. 

Mrs. Nicholson was a delegate to four 
General Conferences of The Methodist 
Church. She was a delegate to the Interna
tional Missionary Councils of Oxford, Buda
pest, and Jerusalem. She was a member of 
t11e Commission on International Goodwill, 
and of the Conference on the Cause and 
Cure of War. She began and organized a 
peace movement for young people in The 
Methodist Church. She fmmulated the first 
draft on peace authorized by General Con-
ference. · 

Mrs. Nicholson is perhaps best remem
bered, however, as president of the [former] 
Woman's Foreign Missionary Society (1921-
1940), and as founder and first president 
of the World Federation of Methodist Wom
en (1939-1944). Some of the many tributes 
to Mrs. Nicholson by church leac_lers included 
such phrases as "inspired vision and dedi
cated enterprise"; "a leader of sterling 
worth, competent to lay strong foundations;" 
"her ~?e mind opened new fields of involve
ment. 

At a memorial service for Mrs. Nicholson, 
Dr. Olin Clarke Jones, chaplain at the 
Bethany Methodist Home, Chicago, where 
Mrs. Nicholson spent the "golden years" of 
her life, said: 

"There was sparkle to her, and a sense 
of humor, and a gentleness. But there was 
also great strength and high courage. One 
ever felt in her a world of wisdom and ex
perience in reserve." 

Bishop Brashares, said: " ... The name 
Nicholson shines with double splendor. 
Bishop Thomas Nicholson illuminated with 
his Christian spirit the fields of education 
and administration ... Mrs. Nicholson, in 
her own right as teacher, creative inspirer 
of new movements, ambassador of God, 
added luster to our understanding of what 
a Christian ambassador can be." 

NEW WING AT ROBINCROFT 
A new wing, Meyer Hall, has been added 

to Metzger Hall at the Robincroft residence 
at 275 Robincroft Drive, Pasadena, Cali
fornia. The wing has 30 rooms, an assembly 
room, lounge, and a beauty parlor. Rooms 
have also been added to the Health Unit. On 
April 8, 1967, the retired deaconesses and 
missionaries who had made their home at 
Thoburn Terrace in Alliambra, moved to 
their new quarters at Robincroft. Many per
sons felt sad at the closing of Thoburn Ter
race, named for the famous missionary fami
ly in India. But a careful survey in 1964 by 
concerned Methodist women resulted in a 
decision to merge the Home in Alhambra 
with the Home in Pasadena. 

NOTED WITHOUT COMMENT 

Christians "cannot accept it as normal that 
a saint's body is buried in one nation 
while his head lies in another."-Coptic 
Orthodox Patriarch Kyrillos VI, repeating 
his demand for the return of St. Mark's 
body to Egypt. The body of the saint is a 
relic in the Cathedral of St. Mark in 
Venice, but the head is in St. Mark's 
Cathedral, Alexandria, Egypt. According to 
Coptic tradition, St. Mark came to Alex
andria and founded the Coptic Church in 
45 A.O. 

"I had a three-page letter from a wom
an dentist in Halifax on the evils of kiss
ing. She said it was one of the causes of 
tooth decay and what business did Chris
tians have promoting tooth decay."-Rev. 
H. E. Bartsch, deputy commissioner for the 
Christian pavilion at Expo 67, telling about 
one of the letters he received criticizing 
the pavilion. 
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May we suggest Cokesbury's 
f aiding furniture next time? 

(ESPECIALLY FOR SUNDAY MORNING NON-PROFESSIONALS) 

Moving a four-foot table through a three-foot door 
isn't as impossible as it sounds-not if you're moving . 
convenient folding furniture . And when they're not 
needed, these handy tables and chairs can be stored out 
of the way in any small area. 

Cokesbury offers you a wide selection of folding furniture 
in your choice of materials, colors, and prices. Special 
quantity prices are available, too, for even greater savings. 

Write your Cokesbury Regional Service Center for infor
mation ... they'll help you select just the right style to 
fit your needs and your budget. 

Order from the Regional Service Cen·ter serving your area 

1910 Main Street Fifth and Grace Streets 1661 North Northwest Hwy. 
Dallas, Texas 75221 Richmond, Va. 23216 Park Ridge, 111. 60068 

1600 Queen Anne Road 201 Eighth Avenue, South 85 McAllister Street 
Teaneck, N. J. 07666 Nashville, Tenn. 37202 San Francisco, Calif. 94102 



111,editatio11,s f 01· all occasio11,s 

. 
'Vornen s . 
Programs for. , 
Speeial Occas1on~ 

-----~- --- - --

WOMEN~s PROGRAMS 
FOB SPECIAL 
OCCASIONS 
By Ruth C. lkcrman. A wealth of creative ideas for devotions, decorations, 
and refreshments especially designed for those special times when women 
come together in the church and community. Unique in that each pro
gram deals with a special occasion. The author has planned and tested 
programs for installation services, bridal showers, mother-daughter socials, 
memorial services, New Year's Eve fellowships, silver or golden wedding 
anniversaries, and patriotic days. There are 22 programs plus a section 
of table graces and special situation prayers. 160 pages. $2.25 

TOO BlJSY NOT TO PRAY 
By Jo Carr and Imogene Sorley. Two homemakers and mothers express 
their fears, their confusions, and their aspirations in applicable prayers. 
Again and again, we are reminded that true prayer is not mere speaking 
fluently in King James English, but is opening our hearts to God with 
complete honesty. The authors write in an unconventional, fresh, and 
sometimes even startling manner-'-yet they exhibit an amazing depth of 
understanding of the deeper meaning of the Christian faith for daily living. 
112 pages. $2.50 

BEHIND THE CLOIJDS-
LIGHT 
By L. H. Mayfield. To find light behind dark clouds-this is the all-important 
first step toward recovery from physical, emotional, or spiritual suffering. 
Using the eloquent scriptural examples of the courage of others, these 27 
meditations help encourage and console those who face crisis and suffering 
with an assurance of better things to come. Confidence, faith, hope, and 
friendship are brought to those who need it most-helping them find 
courage to go on. Illustrated. 64 pages. Boards, $1.50 

PlJTTING LIFE ON 
CENTER 
By Robert E. Luccock. These 365 daily meditations first appeared in the 
author's column in Christian Herald. They are grouped into thirteen weekly 
cycles, each of which explores one central theme of the Christian faith. 
By reading one of the meditations every morning, your thoughts can be 
directed into Christian channels and your day into Christian patterns. The 
essential ingredient in each day's reading is its suggested scripture passage. 
Then , following a brief meditative study, the devotion closes with an 
original and thoughtful prayer. 236 pages. $2.75 

COME 1VITH FAITH 
By Michael Daves. Twenty-two impressive and beautifully-written medita
tions designed for use with communion services throughout the year. The 
first twelve are written for use on special days and the other ten are 
for general use. Some of the basic ideas are developed from drama and 
literature as well as from Scripture. Some of the meditations are provided 
for the following days : Advent, Christmastide, New Year's, Lent, Eastertide, 
Confirmation, and Thanksgiving. 160 pages. $2.75 

At your Cokesbury Bookstore 

ABINGDON PBESS 
Tlie Book P11blislii11g Dcpart111e11t of 

Tlic lllctlrodist P11Mis11i11g House 


