


$5,000 to build a welding room for Tyrand Parish 

Poverty can destroy a young man's natural ambition 
for achievement. If there is no sense of accomplishment, 
of individual worth, apathy takes over. 

Tyrand Methodist Parish is in the poverty-stricken coal 
mining district of West Virginia, Appalachia. Here hun
dreds are unemployed, underE]mployed, or dependent 
upon welfare. 

Tyrand Methodist Parish is helping young people and 
families begin a new start. 

• Self-help ministries include sewing and cooking 
classes. 

° Craft production, leather work and weaving help 
supplement low incomes. 

0 Demonstration farming teaches dairying, strawberry 
raising, single crop farming. 

$5,000 is needed for a welding shop to teach a new 
trade to young men who want to provide for themselves, 

escape the welfare rolls, build a future on hard work 
and ability. 

You or your church can help provide that future as you 
contribute to the Project of the Month. As gifts accumu
late they are applied to meet in full the need of each 
project. Reports on projects successfully underwritten from 
this fund will be reported here in later issues. Designate 
your gift "PROJECT OF THE MONTH" and send it to: 

The Treasurer, Methodist Board of Missions 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, N. Y. 10027 

The Advance Special Project Of The Month selects 
urgent needs from Methodism's world-wide ministries. 
For further information about Advance Special Projects, 
write to: 

Advance Department, Methodist Board of Missions 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, N. Y. 10027 
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January is a month of mixed emotions for 
many of us. Chagrin that yet another year 
has slipped by with so much undone is tem
pered by the knowledge that we have an
other fresh start in a sense (thus remind
ing us of the wonderful availability of 
grace). 

It is in this sense altogether fitting that 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
should come in January, the month of new 
beginnings. We are happy this month to 
bring you two articles that will appear also 
in The Sacred Heart Messenger this month. 
Fittingly enough, one is by a Protestant and 
one is by a Catholic. One is about the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity itself and the 
other is about a society fo1med to honor that 
great and intensely human ecumenical 
pioneer, the late Father Gustave A. Weigel. 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
takes place shortly after Epiphany and that 
in a sense is what it's all about-the mani
festation of Christ. We like to think that it 
is partly for this reason and not merely 
custom that many churches hold their mis
sion study in January. This year's theme is 
"Affiuence and Poverty-Dilemma for Chris
tians" and we bring you several articles 
bearing on the subject. 

Some of the pictures in the article on 
Latin America have already caused some 
emotion around our office and they are start
ling but that is the way it is and we do not 
think there is anything to be gained by 
prettying things up. 

Mr. Ravitz's article reminds us again that 
all these problems exist in the United 
States as well as around the world. In this 
time of disillusion and reaction to the de
mands of the poor and of Negroes, his re
minder of what must be done is particularly 
timely. 

We hear so much about the cities and 
their problems that we tend to overlook 
what's going on in the rural and small town 
areas. Amy Lee brings us an interesting story 
from upstate New York of one such area. 

Our United Nations story this month is a 
reminder of what the real war in Viet Nam 
is all about. It is a refreshing change from 
most of the news we get from that area. 

Two persons well-known to Methodism 
have been traveling and the stories they 
have brought back are fascinating. Bishop 
W. Ralph Ward has been to Estonia and 
Mrs. Glenn L. Laskey has been to Africa. 
We think you will find their stories worth 
reading. 

Happy New Year. 
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LETTERS 
CHRISTIAN UNITY IN SWITZERLAND 

I believe that the Week of Prayer for Chris
tian Unity (January) will long stand out in my 
memory as a high point of our time together in 
the 14th Session of the Graduate School of 
Ecumenical Studies at Bossey, near Geneva. 

Nowhere else could one expect to share this 
time of prayer, contemplation, and consecration 
with such a varied group from every comer of 
the globe. 

Seeking the significance of the ecumenical 
movement and its implications for our own lives 
and churches was the goal of our retreat for 
Christian unity. \Ve came to realize that the 
great Christian bodies are praying together, as 
we meditated on Psalm 106. 

MARGARET '\V ADE CAMPBELL 
c/o l\lethodist Board of Missions 
Mexico Office, 475 Riverside, N.Y.C. 

HOSPITAL MURAL FOR ESKIMO CHILDREN 
'Ve are excited about the mural for the chil

dren's ward at Maynard-McDougall Memorial 
Hospital in Nome, Alaska. Several of you con
tributed to a memorial for Stephen and Eric, 
and we decided to have a mural depicting 
Eskimo scenes painted for the children. 

Many children are flown in to the Hospital, 
completely alone. We felt that a mural of 
scenes such as they might see in their home 
villages would be comforting, and keep the 
hospital from being a frightening experience. 
Mrs. Ron Senumgetuk, wife of an art professor 
at the University of Alaska, has undertaken the 
mural. 

ANITA AND Bon FENSTERMACHER 
205 Clark St., Walkerton, Indian:: 

PROTESTANTS IN BOLIVIA 
It is a wonderful experience to work and wor

ship with Bolivian groups. Often in this coun
try, Protestants can be identified at sight, 
because of something different in their appear
ance. This is especially true when the Christian 
church has given them a living relationship to 
Jesus Christ, the true light of the world. 

'Ve are still Methodist missionaries, but we 
are being lent to Church World Service. You 
will be glad to know that the eight tons of 
machinery, clothing, and other items, which 
you good folk gave us to use in Bolivia, ar
rived just a day or two before Christmas, 1965. 
By February, most of these tons of gifts had 
been distributed throughout Bolivia. 

WENDELL AND RUTH KRAMER 
Casilla 1696, Cochabamba, Bolivia 

NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS IN JAPAN 
The new year is the biggest annual holiday 

in Japan, as in most of Asia. It is celebrated 
not for just one day, but for several. Most of
fices and factories are closed from December 30 
or 31 until January 5 or 6. 

The Japanese people try their best to have all 
debts repaid before the magic hour of midnight 
on the 31st of December. This means more than 
mere monetary debts. Any one who has acted 
in kindness or helpfulness in any way must be 
repaid-so that there is much giving of gifts. 

Every home is cleaned from top to bottom, 
and streets and alleys are cleared of trash, and 
beautified. 

THE MACMULLENS 
7 Daiko-sho, 10 chome 
Higashi-ku, Nagoya-shi, Japan 

"HUSBANDS WHO BEAM WITH JOY" 
On a visit to Elisabeth ville (now Lubum

bashi) I made tl1e rounds with Mary Bozeman, 
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who is in charge of women's work for that area. 
At the four social centers I saw classes of 

women taught by African leaders, meeting to
gether once each week to study nutrition, cook
ing, child care, family health, sewing, knitting, 
French, and the Bible. 

Why do they learn to knit where tl1e climate 
is so hot? Because the nights are cool, and 
where tl1e people have no way of heating tl1cir 
houses they must put on wam1 clothing. 

There is a school for women, for women from 
tl1e:: 16 districts outside Elisabethville. They 
have classes each morning and afternoon for 
four months. 

We were surprised that tl1eir husbands do 
not object, for tl1is means that wives will be 
away from home for this length of time. But 
011 graduation day, as each woman marches up 
to receive her diploma, no one is more proud 
than the husband, who beams with joy. 

Supplies and materials for these classes are 
furnished by many Woman's Societies through
out the country. 

DR. p AULINE CHAMBERS 
Piper Memorial Hospital 
Kapanga, Rep. of Congo 

CHURCH MUSIC IN RHODESIA 
Seven of tl1e students at Epworth Theological 

College have organized what they term the 
Seven Seminary Singers. They specialize in 
sir,ging new African-style church music, and 
they go out to different churches to give musi
cal programs. 

This is just one of the encouraging signs that 
African church music is coming into its own in 
tl1is conference. 

Many pastors who, a few years ago, were 
dubious about drums or African music in the 
church, said that they were moved by the 
African music which they heard last year at 
Annual Conference. 

Ten churches were represented at the annual 
Arts Workshop, including the Roman Catholic, 
and one of the African independent churches. 
Of tl1e ninety people attending, about half were 
in tl1e music group, the otl1ers were in art and 
drama. The music group had instruction in 
music theory, choir training, and some practical 
experience in making new hymns. 

JoHN AND GLOIUA KAEMMER 
Nyadiri Methodist Centre, P. B. 636 E 
Salisbury, Rhodesia 

DZCH IN MANILA 
Our churches, through tl1e National Council 

of Churches in tl1e Philippines have recently 
opened a powerful radio station in Manila. 
DZCH can be heard in much of Southeast Asia. 
Its program director is Bill Matthews, a Texan, 
and a graduate of Perkins School of Theology. 
This radio presents an important opportunity 
for Christian witnessing in the field of mass 
communications. 

JAN AND RICHARD DEATS 
Box 841, Manila, Philippines 

WINTER APPLES AND SCENERY 
IN HIROSAKI 

The Japanese people do not have central 
heating, and they insist upon lots of fresh air 
-even in tl1e midst of a snow storm. It is not 
uncommon to have snow on the floor or ice on 
the- stairs. It takes some adjustment to get used 
to this attitude about winter! 

But the winter scenery is very pretty indeed. 
Hirosaki Park is very still in winter; it is re
freshing to take a walk there. Sometimes I am 
the first one to break the newfallen snow. 
Mount Iwaki turns a silvery gray, and the sun
rise and sunset send sparkling colors shimmer
ing across the snow. 

Winter also brings apples-lots of apples. 

John Ing, a missionary, brought apples to north
ern Japan in 1875, and today tl1e economy 
tl1rives on the apple industry. We look forward 
to fall and winter apples. They have interesting 
names : Indo (named for Mr. Ing's home state, 
Indiana); Gorudan Dirishiyasu (golden deli
cious); and Su ta Kingu (star king), 

DONALD H. SEELY 
5 Shimo Shirogane-cho 
Hirosaki-shi, Aomori-ken, Japan 

THE BISHOP GETS AROUND 
The Bishop of our region, Bishop Nathanael 

do Nascimento, is new this year, 1966. He is 
vitally concerned about the participation of the 
church in community life. One of his first ac
tivities was to visit his region. 

The Bishop made it a point to visit every 
church, even the remote country charges. At 
each church he spoke to the official board, met 
the youth group, and visited the homes of at 
least two members. He has also met with major 
city officials. 

The result? A revitalization of the church in 
all its channels of activity. 

EDWIN AND NANCY TIMS 
Caixa Postal 403 
Campos, Estado do Rio, Brazil 

JANUARY PRAYERS 
This mission station was greatly blessed dur

ing the Universal Week of Prayer in January. 
Each morning, teams of staff members and 

seminary students conducted inspiring services 
in 14 chapels. Upon arriving at six o'clock in 
tlte morning we would find the chapels already 
packed with villagers eager to join in worship 
with fellow Christians around the world. 

Thanks were given for the blessings of the 
past year. There was renewed dedication, and a 
petition for guidance along the way for the new 
year. 

LOYD AND MARGARET SCHAAD 
C. P. 9, Malange, Angola, Africa 

"FOR CHILDREN WHO HAVE NEVER 
HAD A CHRISTMAS GIFT" 

On the Sunday before the children go home 
for the Christmas vacation, the church is beau
tifully decorated. Near the altar is a tree 
trimmed in white with a picture of Christ at 
the top. 

At the close of a lovely service every boy and 
girl, and every adult, places a gift wrapped in 
white beneath tl1is tree, marked: "A Christmas 
gift in the name of Jesus for children who have 
never had a Christmas gift." 

During the holidays members of our Metho(l
ist Youth Fellowship take these gifts to a dozen 
villages to distribute to the children. 

GEORGE AND ELSIE GARDEN 
Methodist Rural High School 
Zaheerabad, A. P., India 

COULD IT BE 1905? 
Under the heading of "Books" in the October, 

1966, issue of WORLD OUTLOOK, tl1ere is an 
excellent review of tl1e new Methodist Hymnal 
(p. 5). 

In the matter of accuracy, is the reviewer 
not incorrect in naming tl1e date of the edition 
of a Methodist hymnal prior to 1935 as 1912? 
I am rather certain tlrnt that earlier edition was 
dated 1905. 

ELBERT WILSON 
Winter Park Methodist Church 
P. 0. Box 819 
Winter Park, Fla. 

Editorial comment: In reply to our Florida 
correspondent, we are reporting that Mr. W. W. 
Reid, who reviewed the Hymnal so excellently, 
says "Yes, it was 1905." Our excuse? \Veil, 
we were mighty young in 1905. 

WORLD OUTLOOK 
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THE COMFORTABLE PEW, by Pierre 
Berton. New York, 1965: J. B. Lip
pincott; 137 pp., $1.95. 

THE RESTLESS CHURCH, edited by 
William Kilbourn. New York, 1966: J. 
B. Lippincott; 145 pp., $1.95. 

WHO'S KILLING THE CHURCH?, edited 
by Stephen C. Rose. Chicago, 1966: 
Renewal Magazine; 144 pp., Sl.50. 

THE HUMILIATION OF THE CHURCH, 
by Albert van den Heuvel. Philadel
phia, 1966: Westminster Press; 192 
pp., $2.25. 

DISSENTER IN A GREAT SOCIETY, by 
William Stringfellow. New York, 
1966: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston; 
164 pp., $4.95. 

The trickle of "renewal" literature which 
began about 1960 •has become a flood. All 
of the above books are concerned to a 
greater or lesser extent with the hoary ques
tion "what's wrong with the church?" Pierre 
Berton's book, The Comfortable Pew, is one 
that caused a furor when it was commis
sioned by the Anglican Church in Canada. 
It belongs to the now ancient tradition of 
the outsider who lets the church have it 
with both barrels. Mr. Berton, a television 
and magazine journalist of wide renown in 
Canada, begins by telling why he left the 
church. One of his reasons is that as a young 
reporter assigned to the religious beat he 
was disgusted by the competitiveness of the 
churches. His other arguments are primarily 
those of irrelevance, failure of leadership, 
complicity in war and racial discrimination, 
inability to confront problems of sex and 
other moral issues in a contemporary way, 
and refusal to communicate in terms modem 
man can understand. 

"Once again we return to the problem 
of the religious establishment's preoccupa
tion with its institutional entity, the con
tinued missionary emphasis on its 'absolute 
rightness,' its obsessive attempts to preserve 
certain jargons, myths, and mysteries in the 
belief that by doing so it will also preserve 
itself. And, of course, it will preserve itself, 
as a Hy is preserved in amber, or a corpse in 
glacial ice, or a fossil embedded in imperish
able granite," wrote Mr. Berton. 

Hard on the poison came the intended 
antidote, a collection called The Restless 
Church, which showed Mr. Berton that 
when it came to vitriol the church itself had 
a comer on the market. Bishops Robinson 
and Pike, Monica Furlong, Peter Berger, 
\Verner and Lotte Pelz, Harvey Cox, and 
William Stringfellow wrote with varying 
degrees of approval or disapproval of the 
original blast. As Martin Marty wrote in the 
introduction, the simple arguments "I can 
be more radical than he, ha-ha; and I am in 
the Church" would not justify publication. 
But there are some excellent essays in this 
collection. The most astringent criticism 
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against the church and Berton is offered by 
lay theologian William Stringfellow. He sug
gests that Berton sees the church solely as a 
system of ethical imperatives. "The most 
cogent indictment of the churches which 
Berton's book actually makes is in a sense, 
himself and his own Sunday school indocri
nation in which he was misled, as so manv 
others, into supposing that the Gospel is 
just a radical ethical idealism which should 
be applied to practical affairs in the world 
today. Again and again Berton fails to dis
tinguish between ethical idealism and volun
tary love, between mere human moral in
sight and sacramental action in this world, 
between justice and grace, between the con
flict of good and evil and the drama of death 
and resurrection." 

In Dissenter in a Great Society, subtitled 
"A Christian View of America in Crisis," 
Stringfellow turns his attention toward so
ciety, but his vantage point is that of the 
"orthodoxy of radical involvement." Rang
ing widely (the book is composed primarily 
of speeches and articles and is somewhat 
jerky in its composition) the Christian law
yer discusses poverty and property, the 
political crisis, warfare between the races, 
and Christology and ethics. It lacks the 
cohesive beauty and sustained indignation 
of his earlier autobiographical polemic My 
People Is the Enemy, but it is well worth 
reading. He argues convincingly that the 
Christian witness means demonstrating in 
and to the world what the true society is by 
the living example of the church. 

"The Christian political witness is affirm
ing and loving the essential humanity of all 
in Christ in the midst of men's abdication of 
human life and despite the whole array of 
death's assaults on human life." 

"The Christian political witness is the 
audacity to trust that God's love for this 
world's existence is redeeming, so Christians 
are human beings free to live in this world 
by grace in all practical matters and deci
sions. 

"That is why the Church of Christ is the 
only society in this world worthily named 
great." 

Who's Killing the Church? edited by 
Stephen C. Rose, the brilliant young editor 
of Renewal, the magazine started by the 
Chicago City Missionary Society, consists of 
aiticles which have appeared in that stimu
lating periodical. Such sacred cows as wom
en's organizations in the church and de
nominational bureaucracies are attacked. 
Contributors include Peggy Way, Don 
Benedict, Gordon Cosby, Howard Moody, 
Harvey Cox, and the late Robe1t Spike. 
Punning on the titles of the chic books, the 
blurb on the back reads: "How to get from 
the comf01table pew to the secular city and 
still be honest to God." 

Hear Peggy Way on women in the 
church: "It is a fact that formal church 
leadership (need we state that it is pre
dominantly male?) had counted on the 
women to raise money in whatever ways 
they cmtld; to do 'good works' for the entire 
church; and to keep themselves occupied in 

their own organizations and out of the ses
sions, vestries, church councils, presbyteries, 
etc.-where the real decisions concerning 
the church are made .... Traditional wom
en's groups are often branded as irrelevant, 
irreverent, and banal. But they are no more 
so than the rest of the church, and the truth 
is that the struggles for renewal now going 
on within them bespeak of the latent health 
of the entire body of Christ." 

Finally, there is The Humiliation of the 
Church by the World Council of Churches' 
youth depa1tment director, Dutch born Al
bert van den Heuvel. Here again is a book 
derived from speeches and articles. In his 
final chapter this ecumenical civil servant 
poses the question "Is the church in the way 
of its own renewal?" He quotes Provost 
Southcott who says that renewal of the 
church doesn't mean renewal of its wall
paper but of its walls. "The churches are 
biding their time, and even write apprecia
tive critiques about all these new ideas in 
their church magazines. It keeps things go
ing. And, the public knows, postponement 
is the best road to complacency." 

Betty Thompson 

THE SECULAR CITY DEBATE, edited 
by Daniel Callahan. New York, 1966: 
Macmillan; 218 pp., $5.95. 

Daniel Callahan, of Commonweal, has 
collected a number of articles written dur
ing the last year or two in response to Harvey 
Cox's The Secular City. The book is divided 
into five parts and contains what reviewers 
said about the Cox book, critical essays that 
first appeared in Christianity and Crisis and 
Commonweal, and supplementary articles 
by Rubenstein, Schwarzschild, Claude 
Welch and H. R. Holcomb with a response 
by Harvey Cox. A significant final essay by 
Cox entitled "Beyond Bonhoeffer" is worth 
the price of the book. It is listed as an ap
pendix as it does not deal with the theme of 
the secular city. 

As might be expected, the quality of 
articles on the secular city varies in useful 
ness in helping one to understand Cox'~ 
position regarding secularization and city 
culture. One serious omission by the edit01 
is his failing to identify the various author> 
of the articles. 

The most helpful part of the book is the 
section that includes the articles by those 
"Pressing the Inquiry Further" and Cox's 
responsible reply. Other discussions that 
added special dimensions to the debate in
clude Max Stackhouse's outline of the mean
ing of covenant (p. 35 ff.), C. C. West's 
brief but vital presentation of "what it 
means to be secular," and George Younger's 
excellent essay clearing Cox of the charge 
that he has just re-stated the "Social Gos
pel" (pp. 77-79). 

The Sec11lar City Debate should be a use
ful tool for those who not only wish to bet
ter understand The Sec11lar City, but it will 
also help those seeking to deal more fully 
with the issues Cox lias raised. 

William B. Gould 
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EDITORIALS 

Responsibility and 
Being Prophetic 

The recent Assembly of the Nation
al Council of Churches in Miami 
Beach; Florida, raised again the old 
question of the church's role in so
ciety. 

While meeting in the gaudy sur
roundings of the nation's most pub
licized resort, the Assembly delivered 
itself of pronouncements on such sub
jects as Vietnam, Southwest Africa 
and family planning. These state
ments might be said to represent the 
liberal Protestant-Orthodox consensus 
on matters of national and interna
tional import. As such, they are clear
ly on the side of the angels. 

This is not said in sarcasm. Most of 
these pronouncements work very hard 
at responsible presentations of issues 
and generally arrive at a position 
which is ethically and politically re
spectable. That is not a small achieve
ment for a group so large and so di
verse. The questions about such pro
nouncements lie on a deeper level
the difficulty of reconciling the criti
cism of society with an awareness of 
political realities and possibilities. To 
examine how delicate a balance this 
is, let us look at two of the Assembly's 
statements on topics of major impor
tance. 

The first is a "Resolution Concern
ing Southwest Africa and its Bearing 
on Southern Africa." Upon examina
tion, this turns out to be a resolution 
endorsing United States policy in the 
United Nations about the territory of 
Southwest Africa. Not to minimize 
this issue or to overlook National 
Council policy statements in the past, 
this seems like a very odd and frag
mentary response to the variety of 
problems now confronting the world 
from the area known as Southern Af
rica (Rhodesia, Angola, Mozambique, 
the Republic of South Africa, and re
lated territories and small new na
tions). To be sure, a resolution on 
Rhodesia was introduced and then 
withdrawn because it was not acted 
on that very day but it was hastily 
drawn and only endorsed British 
policy. 

Admittedly, the Southern African 
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situation is very complex and offers 
scant opportunity for outside leverage 
at the moment but is it really possible 
that our ethical insights can only ven
ture so far as to endorse U.S. or British 
policy in these matters? This is indeed 
to conceive of the churches as a kind 
of unofficial State Department. 

Not mentioned in this context was 
the problem that now confronts the 
churches themselves-the possible 
withdrawal of their own funds from 
banks which help to bolster the 
apartheid government of South Africa. 
Again, this is not a simple issue but so 
much more the reason for a public 
debate. Incidentally, this same issue 
will confront the Methodist Board of 
Missions this month at its annual 
meeting. Let us hope that it will not 
again evade the issue for its decision 
to withdraw funds or not will have a 
powerful influence on other groups. 
Personally, we hope the Board will 
take its money out. 

To return to Miami Beach, the "Ap
peal to the Churches Concerning 
Vietnam" was undoubtedly the most 
publicized action of the Assembly and 
potentially the most important. If 
there is any one subject on which the 
American public is not agreed as to a 
course of action, the war in Vietnam 
is that subject. The document cer
tainly has value as a study paper and 
may perhaps have some influence in 
Washington. It is one with which 
churchmen should familiarize them
selves. 

It is, nevertheless, a document so 
carefully balanced that Archbishop 
Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox 
Church could simultaneously praise 
U.S. action in Vietnam and the Na
tional Council statement. That may 
be getting somewhat too balanced 
and realistic. 

By way of contrast, we would cite 
an editorial which appeared in the is
sue of Commonweal for December 
23, 1966. (This is particularly notable 
since the magazine, edited by Catho
lic laymen, took its stand after the 
bumbling statement of the U.S. Cath
olic bishops on Vietnam.) This edi-

torial is too long to quote in full but 
we should like to quote its introduc
tory paragraph: 

"The United States should get out 
of Vietnam: it should seek whatever 
safety it can for our allies; it should 
arrange whatever international face
saving is possible; and, even at the 
cost of a Communist victory, the 
United States should withdraw. The 
war in Vietnam is an unjust one. We 
mean that in its most profound sense: 
what is being done there, despite the 
almost certain good intentions of 
those doing it, is a crime and a sin. At 
a moment when claims of military vic
tory are drowning out quiet admis
sions that the . war cannot be settled 
for years, this conclusion must be 
affirmed and reaffirmed." 

Now that, we submit, is a statement 
which takes both ethical and political 
realities seriously and to which atten
tion must be paid, whether one agrees 
or not. 

Editorials, fortunately for editors, 
do not have to be written by commit
tees or voted by large bodies. That is 
why, at their best, they can speak 
with a sharpness and clarity that reso
lutions may never achieve. 

This being so, it may seem unfair to 
pick apart statements from a group 
whose record is pretty good. In the 
classic admonition, "Don't shoot the 
piano player, he's doing the best he 
can." 

This form of human kindness is, 
ultimately, a disservice to the church. 
To search out God's purpose and to 
proclaim it is our task. The "new evan
gelists" are certainly right when they 
include the Christian's stance in so
ciety as an integral part of conversion. 
This being so, sharpness and clarity 
are part of our witness. Even the theo
logians of the secular would not deny 
that we have an accent of ethical in
sight which is our particular contribu
tion to the world. 

Can church bodies be both "respon
sible" and "prophetic"? Maybe not. 
But we'll never know if we settle for 
pretty good. 
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THE 
DEMOCRACY 
REVOLUTION 

RRIODICALLY, over the centuries 
there have been events that moved man
kind forward a little bit further in the di
rection of greater freedom, a more relia
ble justice, a broader degree of personal 
opportunity. '~'e are in the throes of such 
an event in our society in this era. It is 
the Democracy Revolution and it has at 
least three major dimensions: social, 
economic and political. 

THE SOCIAL DIMENSION 

Although there are other obvious 
aspects of .this social revolution, such as 
the recognition of the rights of women 
and of tl1e aged, without question the 
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by MEL RAVITZ 

Affl11ence and pove1ty, civil rights, the rise 
of the third world-how do all these things 
tie together? Are they pait of the revollltion 
of 011r times? What is tlzat revol11tion? Mr. 
Ravitz is uniquely qualified to examine 
these q11estions on two scores-he is both 
an associate professor in the School of So
ciology and Antl1ropology at Wayne State 
University and one of the nine co11ncilmen 
of the city of Detroit. 

most dramatic and most tlnmderous 
thrust of this social revolution has been 
what has been roughly termed the civil 
rights movement or "the Negro Revolu
tion." 

vVhile I do not presume to speak for 
any individual Negro, let alone all Ne
groes, I believe Negroes have been say
ing repeatedly in words and actions what 
it is they want. They want to be able to 
live, to work, to play, to grow and to 
participate in all phases of community 
life all over America in the same way as 
everyone else. And they want to do so 
peacefully, with dignity and now. One 
of the participants in the '\Tatts riots of 
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last year is reported to have put the mat
ter more bluntly: 

"What this is all about is the gravy of 
this great society. 'Ve want some of it, 
brother-yeah, and a piece of the 
steak. We want in." 
Montgomery, Little Rock, Birming

ham, Jackson, Selma, East Philadelphia, 
Bogalusa, these towns symbolize the 
phases of the Negro revolution. These 
places and the events which occurred 
there have made plain to the world that 
Negroes are prepared to give themselves 
to win voting rights and equal oppor
tunity. Men, women and children have 
by the thousands, or alone when neces
sary, put their jobs, their fortunes, and 
their safety on the Bring line to confront 
electric prods, billy clubs, fire hoses, and 
dogs. These brave actions are not per
formed by a people that is indifferent to 
liberty. They know what they are doing 
and they value the goal they hope to win 
for all of us. 

That such dramatic tactics as marches, 
sit-ins, boycotts, demonstrations of all 
sorts have had to be used in the civil 
rights struggle reveals the thickness of 
our traditional encnistations of prejudice 
and fear. One wonders why, with rela
tively few exceptions, white America has 
been so impervious to elementary logic 
and morality and simple human right. 
After all, who are white people that they 
should withhold freedom from anyone? 
With what arrogance do whites some
times suggest: "Negroes must earn their 
freedom"? \Vho shall determine when 
that freedom is indeed earned? Will it 
be the good folk of Alabama or of l\fa
sissippi? Or should it be Sheriff Clark or 
perhaps Mr. or l\frs. Governor YVallace? 
And we might ask further: which of us 
white people "earned" his freedom to 
vote, to buy a house, to secure a decent 
education, to merit employment? 

As a matter of fact, those who spout 
this phrase that Negroes should cam 
their freedom usually don't even mean 
what they say. There is a basic specious
ness to this notion in that even well edu
cated, middle class Negroes arc often 
denied basic rights that the most igno
rant, repugnant white person has as a 
matter of course. 

Educational achievement, social 
graces, monetary success cannot be made 
the price of human freedom. The very 
denial of freedom contributes to poor 
education, lower motivation, indifference 
lo achievement. Only in an atmosphere 
of full civil rights will we be able to pro
mote education and accomplishment, be
cause only in such an atmosphere is there 
proper incentive and motivation. 

T11E Ecor-:o:-.nc D1:-.mxsmx 
Legal equality alone is not enough to 
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help the impoverished, uneducated Ne
gro of Mississippi or of a Michigan slum, 
just as it isn't enough to help the im
poverished white who has had legal 
equality for a long, long time. It is im
perative that legal equality be accom
panied by tangible, meaningful oppor
tunity to learn, to earn and to spend. 

A major problem regarding the poor 
has to do with getting them jobs they 
will be able to work at for years ahead in 
an age not only of automation but of 
cybernation as well. There is evidence 
that a gap exists between the increase in 
the work force and the number of jobs 
necessary to employ that force. In his ex
cellent pamphlet, The Politics of Pov
erty, Michael Harrington points out that 
we are not generating sufficient jobs each 
year to keep up with the million and a 
half annual increase in the labor force. 
By 1975 this situation will produce a 
crisis for millions of our youth, especially 
those who are less well educated than 
high school graduates. 

I am talking here and now about the 
poor: about Negroes and whites, about 
.l\foxicans and Puerto Ricans, about ten
ent farmers and migrant workers, about 
slum dwellers in Chicago and Detroit, in 
Watts and in Harlem, about ADC 
mothers and school drop-outs and 
pushed-outs, about old people, about all 
those persons who are somehow not part 
of the constantly improving conditions 
of this affluent America. 

The much heralded anti-poverty pro
gram might have been the means to re
duce poverty in our society, but, as it is 
presently organized and operating, it is 
really not very effective, certainly not ef
fective enough. For one thing, the focus 
of the anti-poverty program is on poor 
people rather than on the causes of pov
erty. 'V:hile helping poor people is im
mediate and imperative, it is quite differ
ent from attacking those aspects of our 
culture that generate poverty. 

As it operates today the anti-poverty 
program seems to be principally con
cerned with the hopeful poor, and not 
with the hard core, disadvantaged and 
disgnmtlecl. " 7c might also note that as 
it is presently operated the anti-poverty 
program is really not much more than an 
advisory service and a temporary train
ing and paying service, with some mini
mum ·health diagnosis thrown in. 

The anti-poverty program must not 
become a cruel hoax on poor people. If 
there is any hope for the sun•h·al of this 
society as a cohesive social unit, it rests 
ultimately on our ability to close the gap 
between the ailluent and the alienated. 
And this requires both sensitive atten
tion to the immediate needs of poor peo
ple as well as a planned program to 
modernize our social and economic sys-

TI-IE DElVIOCRACY RE\T(l 

" ... The ei;ents wliicli liai;e occurred Jwi;e 
made plain to tire world tlwt Negroes are 
prepared to gii;e tliemselves to win i:oting 
rigl1ts and equal opportunity." Tlie motlier 
of murdered civil riglits tt:orker James 
Cheney comforts one of lier clrildren at lrer 
son's memorial service. 
, .. 
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THE DEMOCRACY REVOLUTION 
"That such dramatic tactics as marches, sit-ins, boycotts, demonstrations of all sorts 
have had to be used in the civil rights strnggle reveals tlie thickness of 011r traditional 
encrustations of prej11dice and fear." Thi1ty-t1co Negro and white Methodists "kneel in" 
at the altar d11ring the 1966 Methodist General Conference in s11ppo1t of an appeal for 
a mandatory end to racially constitllted annllal conferences. 
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terns to reduce production of the im
poverished. 

THE POLITICAL DIMENSION 

The social and economic aspects of the 
democracy revolution necessarily involve 
the political dimension. Successful social 
change belongs to those who master the 
art of politics at the local, state and na
tional levels. Given the framework and 
the values of our society, there is no 
other way to accomplish durable change. 

Politics deals with power and the 
means to get, hold, use, and control it. 
At the level of each community, politics 
raises the basic question: who shall de
cide what others shall ·have and shall do? 

If we look back on it, it is certainly 
understandable why southern whites so 
bitterly opposed the civil and voting 
rights measures. They knew that the 
stakes were not merely the relatively 
minor question of racial desegregation, 
but the more fundamental question of 
control of power. So long as the Negro 
did not vote in the south, and so long 
as there was a one-party system that suc
cessfully elected and re-elected its con
gressmen and senators, the power of the 
south over the entire nation was 
immense, because of the seniority system 
of the congress. Once Negroes vote and 
either create a two-party system or throw 
their support to the more liberal candi
date, the south inevitably will lose its 
hold on key congressional committees 
and therefore the basis of its power. 
That's what was at stake in these civil 
and voting rights battles. And south
erners concerned about southern white 
power knew and accordingly fought bit
terly. 

Other things are happening in the po
litical realm. Recent court decisions on 
legislative reapportionment are funda
mental to the changes of the coming dec
ades. The one man, one vote concept is 
revolutionary in its import. It will be the 
means by which we move politically into 
the urban age even as in social and eco
nomic terms we have been urbanized 
these past seventy-five years. All over the 
country we are experiencing groping ef
forts to apply the one man, one vote con
cept at every legislative level. 

In all ways then: socially, economical
ly, politically, the thrust of the democ
racy revolution is to enlarge the scope of 
participation in the society · and to 
equalize it as fairly as possible. Essential
ly we are dealing with power, and this 
latest surge of the democracy revolution 
endeavors to divide it in more satisfac-
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tory terms. Thus, we seek an end to sec
ond class citizenship for Negroes, for 
women, for the aged, for any minority. 
We seek genuine opportunity for jobs 
and job-upgrading for all the people of 
America who want to work. And we seek 
too a fair voice and vote in decision-mak
ing bodies for those areas where people 
are concentrated. In short, we are en
gaged in a struggle to determine who 
shall have what share of power and who 
shall control the society and its com
munities and make the major decisions. 

Whether the ensuing struggle is vio
lent and shattering or whether it is 
handled peacefully and constructively 
within the framework of our institutions 
depends on what the majority popula
tion does. One way or another, change 
\vill come. It is on its way, and the most 
cherished values of the society point the 
way to the future. 

To move the democracy revolution 
ahead to its ultimate fruition will require 
that we do many things. 

We shall have to find and encourage 
intelligent, liberal and devoted leaders, 
both Negro and white, poor as well as 
prosperous. 

We shall have to work in every com
munity to end racial discrimination in 
the areas of education, housing and em
ployment. 

We shall have to improve our health 
and welfare structure, especially to in
volve voluntary agencies in meaningful 
ways, and to make the public agencies 
more effective. We shall have to invent 
and support creative ventures to reclaim 
the disadvantaged of our community and 
to integrate them into the mainstream of 
urban life. We shall have to make the 
anti-poverty program really effective in 
providing real jobs, at decent wages for 
all who want to work': 

We shall have to build in many loca
tions in the city, including on cleared 
urban renewal lands, both public and 
private housing that is aesthetically at
tractive, architecturally varied and priced 
within the means of a much broader 
spectrum of our citizens. 

vVe shall have to devise a relocation 
program that will deal compassionately 
with displaced people and compensate 
them to the point where they can move to 
more adequate housing within their fi
nancial means. 

'i\/e shall have to improve our public 
school system to the point where its ex
cellence is acknowledged and appreci
ated in every neighborhood of every city. 
And we shall have to continue and 

quicken our efforts to desegregate our 
schools in a constructive and responsible 
manner. 

We shall have to establish a broad 
plan and then implement it to provide 
adequate medical and hospital facilities , 
especially for the indigent. 

\i\/e shall have to arrive at workable 
solutions to the problems of mounting 
crime which affects all citizens. We must 
understand and teach that crime is not 
related to race but rather to social and 
psychological pressures and to the ab
sence of strong affirmative values. We 
must recognize that crime will not be 
abated but \vill rather be aggravated and 
new crimes provoked if we fail to find 
solutions to the crime problem that bal
ance firm control with sensitive respect 
for individual rights. 

We shall have to provide in every 
community more recreational spaces and 
places, especially in the recreationally 
overlooked areas of the central city. 

Finally, each community must recog
nize that now that the poor have been 
discovered they represent an opporhmity 
to diverse persons and groups to organize 
them for diverse ends. Some want to or
ganize the poor to e>..-ploit them for per
sonal profit or political advantage. Others 
want to control them to prevent their 
pa1ticipation in community affairs. If a 
community desires to end racial injustice 
and economic impoverishment it will 
have to help the poor to organize in 
order that they may help themselves. We 
must make available to the poor, without 
strings, the ablest, democratically com
mitted community organizers. Though 
the organizations thus established will 
present grievances and will make urgent 
demands, we will at least have the 
greater assurance that it is the poor them
selves who are speaking. 

Thirty years ago the American novel
ist, Thomas Wolfe, stated eloquently the 
attitude we must hold as we carry on 
the democracy revolution: 

"I think the true discovery of America 
is before us. I think the true fulfillment 
of our spirit, of our people, of our 
mighty and immortal land is yet to 
come. I think the true discovery of our 
democracy is still before us. And I think 
all these things are ce1tain as the morn
ing, as inevitable as noon. I know I 
speak for most men living when I say 
that our America is Here, is Now, and 
beckons on before us, and that this 
glorious assurance is not only our liv
ing hope, but our dream to be accom
plished." 
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011ly seeds fo.- Cast1·0-type 
1·evolutions flou1·ish in ••• 

LATIN AMERICA 
Perennially ripe for revolution, and with an increasing crop of new babies every 

year, Latin America is nevertheless just about the hungriest continent on earth. 
There isn't enough arable land to support the population's food needs, and much of 
it is so crudely cultivated that its yield is minimal. The result? A starvation diet 
for innumerable millions. Most children south of the border, if fortunate, may man
age to consume half the nutritional needs their growing bodies demand daily, but 
usually get less owing to limited supplies of limited foodstuffs. Poor transportation 
facilities prevent the shipping of food from rich areas to the more prevalent barren 
sections, and even where there is agriculture, the staples raised are of limited va
riety. In many villages, for example, families often own communally a couple of acres 
each, but on this plot must grow enough to feed the family group, which in Latin 
America may run to a dozen souls. On the large plantations, the peasants are paid 
about forty cents daily and given an acre to farm for themselves and the family. 
The plantations, incidentally, are a source of severe problems, for on them grows 
but one product, such as sugar or rubber. On several such mono-culture plantations 
will rest an entire country's economy, which in turn prospers or fails according to 
what the rest of the world is paying for the product. As for the foods the peasants 
grow and exist almost entirely on, these are few. In the vast Amazonian regions, 
from which comes most of the world's rubber, bananas and yucca :Bour prepared in 

. various ways comprise ninety-five percent of the year's diet. In the equally far-flung 
Andean cordillera, some thirty million Indians eat mostly potatoes, maize, and baked 
goods made from maize :Bour. Though all these foodstuffs are comparatively nutri
tious, they hardly comprise ·a well-rounded diet, and perhaps the most pernicious 
result is that these peasant or Indian farmers are often too weak or ill to do any 
sort of work, hence cannot till their own fields, much less earn any sort of living. 
The human ills resulting from starvation are intricately involved in the destinies of 
all Latin American ,countries, though sometimes it's a disease caused by sources 
other than hunger which devastate the working force and cause fields to lie fallow. 
Malaria is such a sickness. Only in recent years have inroads been made on its prev
alence in Central America, for example. In Mexico in the last decade drainage of 
much swampland has created considerable acreages of arable farm and grazing 
lands, and also has caused the malaria mortality rate to plummet. In an average 
sampling of 100,000 Mexicans, deaths from malaria have fallen from 85 to 2, in an 
annual rate, and the average income of these farm people, mostly, has risen from 
$647 to $1,080 annually. In Nicaragua, in a similar period, the conversion of swamps 
to usable land has caused malaria deaths in a sampling of 100,000 persons to plum
met from 278 to 27 in years compared 10 years apart, and in the last the average 
income was $1,000 whereas when the study began it was only $424 annually. Curi
ously enough, it is the water that had to be got rid of here which, by being absent 
elsewhere in the continent, causes low yields on so much farmland. More often 
than not, it has to be canied in barrels by ox-cart from creeks and wells many miles 
to a parched field. 

A forest rat is the only hrcakfast available for this little girl's family. They live 
in an Amazonian village, where starvation kills many people annually. 
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LATIN AMERICA 
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This farmer owns about two and one-half acres of land, scarcely 
enough to support his wife and tl,.ree children. 

In the cities the poor are always hungry but the middle-class families, having 
money to spend, never are, though they cannot always buy the food they want. 
There are often shortages of all sorts of staples, and it is not unusual for a house
wife to queue for hours at her local foodstore for her weekly ration of flour or baked 
goods, for example, when there's a wheat shortage. And in Argentina and ·Chile, 
two of the world's biggest meat producers, there are periods when the sale of beef 
in stores or restaurants is illegal-not because there is a scarcity, rather all the 
meat possible must be e11.-ported abroad, so these countries can pay for such vital 
imports as machinery, automobile parts, and raw materials for steel-making. 

In recent years, what amounts to a global effort has been launched to improve 
Latin America's fa1ms, farming methods, and other food producing abilities. Vari
ous UN agencies and the Alliance for Progress plus private investment are pouring 
billions into the continent, and thousands of Peace Corps workers are supplying 
up-to-date knowhow and lots of elbow-grease, all in an effort to help our intercon
tinental neighbors secure the kind of three square meals a day the rest of us take for 
granted-unless having had too much to eat for too long has us on a strict diet. 
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This man is employed on a sugar-cane plantation. His income and the p1·osperity of his country depend on the price of 
sugar in the world market. 
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In another market, a woman sells potatoes. They are a diet staple-with maize and maize flour-for thirty million 
Indians. 

HUNGRY LATIN AMERICA 

This woman in a market is selling coca leaves. Coca, a narcotic, is widely used hy poor people. 
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DOUBLE 
BARRIERS 

AND 
THE WEEI( 

OF 
PRAYER 

FOR 
CHRISTIAN 

UNITY 
hy RICHARD N. JOHNSON 

January 18-25 is the annual Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity. This ob
servance is increasingly widespread. 
l\lr. Johnson, associate executive di
rector of the Department of Faith and 
Order of the National Council of 
Churches, brings us some guidelines 
on the Week of Prayer and its ob
servance. This article, and the suc
ceeding one, are adapted from articles 
which will appear in the January issue 
of The Sacred Heart Messenger. 
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During the Weck of Prayer for Chris
tian Unity a year ago, Protestants and 
Catholics in Holyoke, Massachusetts, 
came together for the first time to pray 
for unity within Christ's Church. The 
significance for Christians of such joint 
prayer for unity after years of isolation 
was captured by that community's Daily 
Transcript, which said in an editorial fol
lowing the service, "It is especially mov
ing and significant that the enthusiasm 
of both hosts and guests welled up in 
those who have lived in Holyoke a great 
many years, if not all their lives, who 
are old enough to remember a religious
social climate of unyielding double bar
riers. They know best what removal of 
those barriers means." 

"A religious-social climate of unyield
ing double barriers"-what an indict
ment of the Church is implied by this all 
too accurate description of its past con
tribution to the society of mankind! Even 
the most bitter foes of the ecumenical 
movement can scarcely remain un
touched by this expression of relief over 
the lifting of barriers erected by a di
vided Church. What a tragedy it has 
been that the Church, which purports 
to be a community of reconciliation, has 
not only failed so often in its task of heal
ing the divisions which beset mankind, 
but also has imposed its own barriers on 
the community of man! 

The enthusiastic response to the Week 
at Holyoke was shared by Catholic, Or
thodox, Anglican and Protestant Chris
tians in countless other communities 
throughout the world who joined to
gether to off er thanksgiving for the gifts 
God has preserved in each of their tradi
tions, and prayer for the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit that they might be respon
sive to the opportunities God is opening 
for a fuller manifestation of their unity 
in Christ. In this country alone, orders 
for Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
leaflets which totaled 208,000 in 1965, 
soared to over 1,367,000 in 1966. 

There are several reasons why prayer 
for unity has an important place in ef
forts toward ecumenical advance. 

First of all, it provides a place where 
all Christians can readily take up ecu
menism. Christian people without ecu
menical experience often are afraid 
that they lack the technical competence 
to engage in serious dialogue, but it is 
clear to them from the beginning of 
their interest in ecumenism that all 
Christian people can pray for a fuller 
manifestation of unity in Christ's Church. 
The "Living Room Dialogue" program 
has demonstrated the possibility of fruit
ful ecumenical discussion even among 
those who lack formal theological train
ing. But too many Christians under
estimate tl1e contribution they can make 

in dialogue until their confidence is bol
stered through participation in prayers 
for unity. Since such prayers entail con
cern for the issues involved in the unity 
for which we pray, those who pray for 
a fuller manifestation of the unity of 
Christ's Church will want to move for
ward, to discern those very issues 
through study and dialogue. And so 
prayer-for-unity services will provide 
many with an important place to begin. 

Secondly, members of many commu
nions are willing to participate in the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Not 
only are various communions divided 
over how to resolve tl1e deeper issues 
that impede union, they are also divided 
on the question of how the unity of the 
Church should be manifested once those 
issues are resolved. This has led some 
Christians to look askance at ecumeni
cal endeavors which do not appear to 
contribute to the realization of that way 
of manifesting unity which they endorse. 
Members of most communions, however, 
can join in praying for "the manifestation 
of unity which God wills in tlze way in 
which He wills it." This is what the 
"Week of Prayer for Christian Unity" is 
all about. 

Thirdly, that "change of heart" which 
can come through prayer for unity is a 
prerequisite for any ecumenical ad
vance. As the Decree on Ecumenism 
states, "There can be no ecumenism 
worthy of the name without a change of 
heart. For it is from newness of attitudes 
(cf. Eph. iv, 23), from self-denial and 
unstinted love, that yearnings for unity 
rise and move toward maturity . . . 
This change of heart and holiness of 
life, along with public and private 
prayer for the unity of Christians, should 
be regarded ·as the soul of the whole 
ecumenical movement, and can rightly 
be called 'spiritual ecumenism.'" 

After centuries during which the rela
tionship between the various commu
nions has been too often only a polemical 
one, there can be little ecumenical ad
vance until we die to our denominational 
false pride. This does not mean that we 
.should belittle the heritage we have 
received from our particular communion 
or be hesitant to . e"-press our convictions 
about truths preserved in our particular 
tradition. But it does mean that we must 
learn to distinguish between sincere con
viction and an unyielding dogmatism 
that is rooted in a prideful refusal to ad
mit that our positions might be inade
quate, or that we can learn from the 
wisdom of other communions. Sincere 
conviction has a place in ecumenism. 
False pride does not, and it is often 
through prayer for unity that God's grace 
can operate to free us from this false 
pride. As Father William Sullivan has 
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The traditional kiss of peace is exchanged bu Pope Paul VI and the Archbishop of Canterbury at the conclusion of a joint vrauer service. 
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Holy Communion, according to United Presbyterian rites, is celebrated at the World Center for Liturgical Studies, Boca Raton, Florida. 

Twenty Protestant, Ea.stern Orthodox and Roman Catholic scholars are shown taking part in a Spiritual Life Institute at St. John's Ahbey. 
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stated, "Prayer for unity as Christ wills 
it, and by the means He wills it, implies 
not only a commitment to one's own 
confession and the Church, which in its 
mysteriousness sm1Jasses every confes
sion, but also a readiness on the part 
of every Christian to give up whatever 
may stand in the way of visible Christian 
unity. If the churches wish to become 
the Church, there must be death. . . . 
Prayer for Christian unity, like prayer 
for peace, means that those who pray 
are ready and willing to suffer and die 
for each other and the world to permit 
God to achieve that for which they 
pray. Christian prayer for unity implies 
a Christian solidarity that transcends 
confessional loyalties." 

Even more important, prayer for 
Christian unity enables us to maintain a 
proper attitude toward ecumenical ad
vance. The unity of Christ's Church is 
God's gift and must never be regarded 
as our achievement. A prayerful eA-pres
sion of thanksgiving for the gift of unity 
which God has given us in Christ is 
the proper response to ecumenical ad
vance. 

There is an ever-present danger that 
progress toward manifesting our unity in 
Christ will lure us into a prideful ecu
menical snobbery which will lessen the 
chance that others will be won to ecu
menical commitment. There is nothing 
so devastating to ecumenical advance as 
cliques of "ecumenists" who separate 
themselves from other Christians 
through self-righteous scorn over the 
fact that the others have been slower 
to understand ecumenical imperatives 
than they. Through prayer for unity 
God's grace can free us from ecumenical 
false pride just as it can free us from 
denominational false pride. 

Finally, I would like to offer a few 
suggestions for improving an observance 
of the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity in 1967. There is considerable 
need for growth in the area of joint plan
ning. The days of unilateral planning for 
ecumenical activities should come to an 
end. This does not mean that all Week
of-Prayer-for-Christian-Unity activities 
should be joint ones. There is a place for 
prayer for unity services in our separate 
parishes. However, a joint planning com
mittee composed of representatives from 
all the communions participating in the 
Week can coordinate all activities within 
the context of a total design aimed at 
making the greatest possible impact on 
the community. It can minimize sched
ule conflicts, and it can assess the need 
for activities beyond those which have 
been held in past years. 

Such a planning committee should 
give special attention to problems in its 
own community which should be ad-
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dressed during the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity. It is impossible to pre
pare a prayer leaflet designed for use 
throughout the world which wi11 address 
the important issues in each place where 
it is used. The 1967 leaflet provides for 
the insertion of prayers which would be 
directed toward specific local needs on 
two of the days during the Week. There 
is no reason why such prayers cannot 
be inserted on other davs as well. The 
planning committee will want to give 
serious attention to discerning the specific 
local needs which should be the subject 
of prayer in its place, and may wish to 
establish special task forces to deal with 
them. 

Numerous communities are turning to 
neighborhood services as a means to 
extend and deepen participation in the 
Week. In some places, attendance at the 
large city-wide services, which have 
been characteristic of the observance of 
the ·week in past years, has tended to 
decrease when the novelty has worn off. 
Neighborhood services usually attract 
many people beyond those who partici
pate in the city-wide gatherings. A series 
of these, perhaps climaxed by a city
wide service, can be an avenue for 
growth. 

The planning committee should also 
consider the use of all existing channels 
for ecumenical activity during the Week. 
l'viinisterial associations can be encour
aged to plan discussions related to ecu
menism or to organize retreats for the 
clergy during the Week. Congregations 
can emphasize the concerns of the '¥eek 
in their regular worship. Business, pro
fessional or civic organizations may be 
encouraged to schedule special programs 
on ecumenism. Lay groups (men, 
women and youth) can be encouraged to 
.plan ecumenical activities. 

Other ecumenical events should be 
scheduled along with prayer for unity 
services during the Week. Ecumenism 
encompasses study, worship, dialogue 
and action. An excfosive emphasis on 
any one of these can lead to distortions. 
Prayer for unity can degenerate into a 
kind of ecumenical pietism if it is iso
lated from these other forms of ecumen
ism. Ecumenical forums, dialogue 
groups, Bible study groups, filmstrip 
presentations, and task forces to enable 
Christians to act together in dealing with 
special community problems have been 
successfully combined with prayer ser
vices during the Week in many locali
ties. 

The planning committee should also 
consider the possibility of initiating ecu
menical programs which will continue 
throughout the year. "Living Room Dia
logue" programs have been launched in 
many communities during the Week. The 

once-a-year observance of the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity should not be 
used to salve our consciences for failing 
to manifest more fully our unity in 
Christ during the rest of the year. 

The planning committee may also de
cide to continue on a permanent basis 
in order to plan and promote joint prayer 
for unity services on other appropriate 
occasions, such as Lent, Good Friday, 
Refo1mation Sunday (Christ the King 
Sunday, for Catholics), and Thanksgiv
ing and to foster prayer for unity 
throughout the year. 

Again during January 18-25, 1967, 
Protestant, Orthodox, Catholic and 
Anglican Christians throughout the 
world will join in praying for the unity 
of Christ's Church. The important con
tribution which the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity has made to ecumenical 
growth in past years should not deceive 
us into thinking that its full potential 
has been realized. It has enabled us to 
break do'vn a few of the "double bar
riers" which have isolated Christians 
from each other, but divisive issues re
main. As we continue to pray for Chris
tian unity in the patient expectation that 
our prayers will be heard, the issues 
which separate us may in time be re
solved, and the one Church of Jes us 
Christ may be set free from its own divi
sions in order that it may play its proper 
role in reconciling all men to God and 
to one another. 

Christian hope does not give way in 
the face of difficulties. We speak of a 
strong faith; we may also speak of un

wavering hope. Hope is a con~tant trust in 
the power and love of God to bring about 
his will for the peace and love of his 
children. 

The full meaning of this living hope 

will be visible only in the last day. The 
present time is marked by affliction and 
suffering. All Christians and all churches 
have to bear the contradiction between 
this hope and present experiences. But 

the living hope is stronger than the pass
ing danger. It unites those who suffer 
and ensures that the tribulations are 
recognized as tests of their faith. Chris
tians therefore receive comfort and give 

it likewise to others. In the mutual com
fort to be found among Christians, God 
has given us a strong bond of unity ( 11 
Corinthians l :3-7) . Again, throughout 
the ages he fulfills those prom ises for 

which Christians are waiting. 

Material for Sermon or Private Meditation 
for Saturday, January 21, from the materials 
prepared for the Weck of Prayer for Christian 
Unity. 
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"I see ••• no hope (for union) in compromise, comprehension 
or conversion. But I do hope there is another way. I don't know 
it. 1\'Iy hope is made stronger by the fact that I see the phenom
enon which is great in our day. It is the convergence of the Chris
tian Churches .•.. What do I mean by convergence? The moving 
of Churches towards each other •••• We are anxious today to 
speak to each other in a friendly way. We're not debating any 
more. We suddenly find out there's a great deal we hold in com· 
mon. We know indeed there's much on which we disagree. But 
the convergence has been a fact and this convergence gives me 
l " iope •••• 

IN 

THE 

FOOTSTEPS 

OF 

A PIONEER 
by ROBERT M. BALKAM 
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These were the words of the late Rev. 
Gustave Weigel, S.J., addressed to a 
group of Catholics, Anglicans, and Prot
estants at Grace Episcopal Church, Silver 
Spring, Maryland, in February, 1962, 
when he and the Right Reverend Angus 
Dun, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Washington, described their hopes for 
the reunion of separated Christians. 

Father Weigel was without peer 
among modern American Catholics in 
the field of ecumenism. He was a true 
pioneer, thoroughly familiar with all the 
theological aspects of the unity-and of 
the division-of Christ's Body. He was 
equally at home in personal contact with 
clergy and laity of any Christian church 
or community. And so his death in Janu
ary, 1964, nearly a year before the Vati
can Council approved its Decree on 
Ecumenism, was a tragic loss at a most 
critical time. 

Yale University awarded him the first 
honorary degree it ever gave to a Roman 
Catholic priest and acknowledged that 
he had " ... broken through the Reforma
tion Wall and pioneered in Catholic
Protestant dialogue." He was equally re
spected at the Vatican Council where, as 
a consultant to the Secretariat for Pro
moting Christian Unity, he was active in 
deliberations from its preparatory period 
until his death during its third session. 
Sought by Council Fathers and Observ
ers, as well as by members of the press, 
he was the one who consistently gave the 
most succinct statement-frequently 
with great good humor. He was equally 
understood by bishop and correspond
ent. 

Like many pioneers, Father Weigel 
left no one behind to replace him. Yet, 
today, there is even greater need for 
what he did and for what he stood for 
than when he was alive. It is this need 
that has called the Gustave Weigel So
ciety, named in his honor, together, a 
group that would seek to follow in his 
footsteps. 

The Decree on Ecumenism is a solemn 
declaration of the Church, but it will re
main simply a declaration unless its mes
sage (strikingly similar to the message 
that was Father Weigel's long before the 
Council was even announced) is heard 
and given life by many of the clergy and 
laity alike. In this decree, . the Council 
exhorts " ... all the Catholic faithful to 
recognize the signs of the time and to 
take an active and intelligent part in the 
work of ecumenism" (Chap. I, § 4). It 
reminds us that " ... anything wrought 
by the grace of the Holy Spirit in the 
hearts of our separated brethren can con
tribute to our own edification" (Chap. I, 
§ 4). 
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This realization brought together a 
group of doctrinally separated Christians 
to talk, to pray, and to learn from each 
other. This group grew into the Gustave 
Weigel Society, which has at present 
over 250 members, Anglican, Orthodox, 
Protestant and Catholic-clergy, mem
bers of religious orders, and laity. 
Though the Society is principally located 
in metropolitan Washington, D.C., it also 
spreads through twenty-one states from 
Florida to Hawaii. Its members include 
many of Father Weigel's friends, notably 
the honorary Co-Chairmen, Dr. Douglas 
Horton, observer for the International 
Congregational Council at the Vatican 
synod, and Father John Courtney 
Murray, S.J., Father Weigel's colleague 
on the faculty of Woodstock College in 
Maryland. 

The Chair of the Board of Consulters 
is shared by Dr. Robert McAfee Brown, 
Presbyterian, who co-authored with 
Father Weigel An American Dialogue, 
and by Father John B. Sheerin, C.S.P., 
editor of the Catholic World, who joined 
with Father Weigel in becoming the first 
official Catholic observers to be present 
at a non-Catholic meeting in this country 
-the Faith and Order Conference of the 
World Council of Churches, held in 
Oberlin, Ohio, in 1957. 

The membership of the Society, in
cluding a total of twelve Observers, nine 
periti, and a lay auditor of the Vatican 
Council, is well aware of the doctrinal 
issues which separate Christians, but it 
also believes deeply that the clergy and 
laity of these separated communions 
must begin to talk with one another, to 
pray together, and to experience those 
things which already unite Christians. 
Only after this has happened will they 
begin to know the pain caused by the 
divisions that remain. Father Weigel 
often expressed the conviction that man's 
work is to come together in this sort of 
experience, but that God alone will effect 
the final union. 

The foundation of the Gustave Weigel 
Society was laid during reh·eats for Chris
tian clergymen held at Loyola-on-Po
tomac Retreat House, Faulkner, Mary
land. In August, 1962, Father Weigel 
conducted the first such retreat there. 
Forty-nine clergymen of many denomi
nations came from as far as Chicago and 
Birmingham. For two days there was 
true convergence of Christians in spite of 
their doctrinal separation. But the aware
ness of divisions still to be overcome was 
also very apparent. During one of the 
discussion periods, an Anglican priest 
commented on the obstacles raised by 
the dogmas of the Assumption and the 
Immaculate Conception. Father Weigel 
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replied that there are sufficient refer
ences to Mary in the Scriptures for the 
development of an authentic Protestant 
devotion to Mary. "If you will develop 
your own Mariology and bring it to us, 
you can help us." 

Since then, each succeeding year has 
seen a similar retreat. In 1965, five Rom
an Catholic priests participated in the 
retreat led by Father David J. Bowman, 
S.J., recently assigned to the staff of the 
National Council of Churches, who is 
the author of the comments on this 
month's General Intention. During the 
closing discussion of that retreat, Mon
signor Joseph F. Denges, pastor of St. 
Stephen's Roman Catholic Church in 
\Vashington, invited the ministers and 
their wives home to a Bible Service and 
Social Hour, during which. the formal 
establishment of the Society was an
nounced. 

Since that announcement, there have 
been five meetings. Since then, the So
ciety has sponsored three retreats. At the 
end of one of these, the wife of a Luther
an pastor said: "Most of what I had 
learned about the Catholic Church in 
forty years, I have unlearned in two 
days." An Episcopalian said: "I had 
never talked to nuns before. They are 
such real people!" 

There is one experience that is com
mon to all these retreats: a vivid, and at 
times startling, awareness of the unity 
that already exists, mixed with a sense of 
deep pain at the divisions which still 
separate. The latter is particularly true at 
the time of Communion during Mass. It 
was felt as much by the Catholics as it 
was by the Protestants. 

The aim of the Society is to provide 
the atmosphere for this type of e:qJeri
ence. Until Christians experience ecu
menical fellowship, they will feel no 
urgency to work and pray for unity. 
Father Weigel gaye himself unsparing
ly because he loved so deeply. The 
group activities of the Society are 
planned to inspire the individuals par
ticipating to return to their own home 
situation to stimulate prayer and work 
for Christian unity there-where it must 
happen. Father John Courtney Murray, 
S.J., said recently: "If ecumenism were 
left in the hands of theologians, it would 
dry up and blow away." 

Formal dialogue between official rep
resentatives of the different confessions 
must go on; research in ecumenism is 
needed (it is a new science); diocesan 
ecumenical commissions and councils of 
churches must establish guidelines and 
direct their people. But unless ecumenism 
reaches pulpit and pew, it will die. One 
need only look to the decree of union 

solemnly ratified at the Council of Flor
ence in 1439 which "officially" healed 
the great schism between Christians of 
the East and West. The clergy and laity 
"back home" refused to accept the agree
ment of their leaders and the schism still 
exists today. Not only can history repeat 
itself but it will, unless large numbers of 
Christians heed the urgency of Christ's 
high-priestly prayer: " ... that all may 
be one, so that the world may believe 
that thou hast sent Me" (Jn. xvii, 21). 

Anyone who knew Father Weigel 
agrees that he lived his life out in answer 
to a call. It is told that in the weeks just 
before his death he would answer the 
phone at Woodstock, appointment book 
in hand, with the query: "What's the 
date?" If there was no entry for the date 
requested by the caller, chances were 
good that he would accept the invita
tion. After his sudden passing, substitutes 
had to be found for a number of speak
ing engagements he had accepted. 

His days at the Council were an end
less round of self-giving. Now, three 
years after his death, it is just becoming 
possible to see Father \Veigel's life and 
his conh·ibution in proper perspective. 
Everywhere he went he moved people 
deeply. Some he moved 'vith alarm! In 
pre-conciliar days when he spoke favor
ably of Protestants, some judged him to 
be a danger to the faith. Protestants who 
heard him often thought they misunder
stood what he said. As the Council pro
gressed and many of his words became 
the words of Council Fathers, he was the 
one everyone thought of when anything 
ecumenical was planned. If he wasn't 
available, the affair might. be postponed 
until he was. 

But he died with his work unfinished. 
Christians had barely begun to converge 
-to come together in order to realize 
their common membership in the Mysti
cal Body of Christ. The Society which 
bears his name hopes to carry on that 
work-fully realizing that it \vill take 
many to replace him-and realizing also 
that even enlisting enough just to replace 
him is not sufficient. The need is much 
greater than it was three years ago. 
Many, many Christians must know that 
they are called by Christ Himself to pray 
and work for the healing of His broken 
body. Chapters of the Society are being 
established in various cities to provide 
opporhmities for other interested people 
to come together and share this vision 
and experience, in order to take it back 
to their own parish or institution. The 
Gustave Weigel Society hopes thus to 
contribute impetus to bringing Chris
tians together in conversation. Ultimate 
union is left to God. 
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Renewal 
The area of upstate New York around Pulaski has sometimes been referred to as "apathy valley." 
Now, the Grace Fellowship of Churches is trying to change that description. 

F ROM scratch" appears to be the 
take-off point for rural church re
newal in the villages surrounding 

the upstate New York town of Pulaski. 
When Rev. Nelson Reppert anived on 

the scene two years ago he discovered 
that in six of the eight churches under his 
charge no new members had been re
ceived since the mid-forties. The young
est member age in three of these was 42. 

In twenty years not much has hap
pened to disturb the life pattern of that 
land stretching eastward from the shores 
of Lake Ontario toward the vast forested 
acres of the Adirondack Mountains. 

It's still primarily hunting, fishing, and 
dairy-farming country. It has been called 
variously the "infertile crescent" and 
"apathy valley." 

Today many residents drive to Syra
cuse, about 40 miles south, to work. 
Some work part time, farm part time. 

Little industry has moved in to dis
place the small dairy farms or break the 
endless twice-a-day milking routine. 

And between the bars, \vith their 
three- or four-piece combos on week
ends, and the church suppers and barbe
cues yawns an entertainment and cultural 
chasm as deep and dry as the Salmon 
River gorge at peak power-plant loads. 

Yet among the little settlements of 
farm and village houses turning their 
broken-paned grey-black, patched, or 
freshly painted facades to· the seasons the 
quite beautiful little rural Methodist 
churches stand out. They are reminders 
that past good poses present challenge. 

Their white frame structures are early 
rural American. Of the eight in the Grace 
Fellowship of Churches-Altmar, Orwell 
Union, Pineville, Ricard, Richland, Fern
wood, Dugway, North Mexico-only two 
have running water. 

An atmosphere of Sunday morning re
ligion without frills hangs over the pews 
with their narrow seats and low, curving 
backs and over the graceful antique 
chairs on the pulpits. 

New ideas, new ways-suspect, for
eign, frightening-push against this un
seen but tangible atmosphere almost 
without avail. 

Yet the inevitable pressure from those 
new ideas and new ways is felt and those 
identified with the pressure-the minis-
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ters, Mr. Reppert and Rev. \'\Tanen 
Clarnette, and the church and commu
nity worker, Mrs. Alice Snell-often 
meet with hostility and indifference. 

Though the past exerts a strong pull, 
it does occasionally accommodate the 
present in useful ways. In the Orwell 
Union church hang two magnificent 
bronze chandeliers which hold all but 
one or two of their original etched glass 
kerosene lamps. 

Rescued from near discard, they were 
restored, electrified and ·hung in the sanc
tuary about six years ago. 

Signs that the "electrification" being 
carried on by the ministers and Mrs. Snell 
may in time prove equally practical are 
not wanting. 

Under those same chandeliers on a re
cent Sunday evening a large audience of 
MYF members and adults watched a 
World Vision film on Vietnam. It traced 
the work of chaplains and religious min
istries among the fighting men and the 
people of South Vietnam. 

Mr. Reppert voiced his appreciation 
for the number who had come from 
other churches in the Grace Fellowship. 

It's the way Mrs. Snell felt when mem
bers of one Woman's Society changed 
their minds and decided to go on a visit 
to Folt's Home, Herkimer, a Methodist 
home for retired men and women in the 
Syracuse area. They had at first declined 
her invitation to go with the women of 
another Woman's Society because "we 
don't know them." 

l'vlembers of the Fernwood Woman's 
Society, with Mrs. Snell's encouragement, 
for the first time decided to hold the 
recommended two-part observance of 
the annual Call to Prayer and Self-Denial 
sponsored each October by the Woman's 
Division of the Methodist Board of Mis
sions. 

The night the Fernwood women held 
their Quiet Meal, the first part of the Call 
to Prayer service, the moon was at the 
half, white-silver in the autumn sky. The 
lights in the church shone gold-yellow 
through the stained glass windows. No 
footfalls stirred the brittle bronze leaves 
beneath the maples on the church lawn. 

In the sanctuary the women had gath
ered for brief worship. At its conclusion 
Mrs. Jay Maltby requested that they 

walk in silence the few steps to the 
church hall to maintain the proper 
atmosphere for the Quiet Meal. As they 
partook of the very simple sand\vich 
fare, various members read appropriate 
inspirational selections. Each reading 
was followed by a period for meditation 
and prayer. Three hymns were sung. 
After it was over, the women left quietly. 

Talking started up later in the kitchen. 
Several women expressed their apprecia
tion for the event ("it was one of the 
best things we've ever had" )-and espe
cially for Mrs. Donald Halsey's planning 
of the program. Mrs. Maltby had a sug
gestion: next year they might bring their 
Bibles and read selections from them-or 
just read them during the meditation 
periods. 

The main areas of Mrs. Snell's work at 
present are the ·woman's Societies and 
the church schools-the cultivation of 
leadership potential, the strengthening of 
Christian education. 

Vacation church schools were held for 
two summers under the direction of Mrs. 
Barbara Maslin, the first church and 
community worker in the area. After Mrs. 
Snell came last July, she organized a two
week day camp for children who had 
been unable to attend vacation church 
school. She and one of the two summer 
workers, Miss Ruth Ann Doan, also 
helped Mr. and Mrs. Reppert escort 
about 20 MYF-ers to Washington, D .C. 

One of Mr. Reppert's chief concerns is 
that the church win back the farmers who 
no longer come. 

Frequently, on his way back to the 
parsonage in Orwell after an evening 
meeting somewhere, he passes the farm 
of a man he calls Shirtless Smith (the 
way he used to see Mr. Smith in the sum
mer driving his cows to pasture or back 
to the barn). 

Lights burn late in Shirtless Smith's 
barn. "He likes to sleep late in the morn
ing," Mr. Reppert said, "so he has to milk 
late at night." 

But the sight disturbs Mr. Reppert. 
For him it accentuates the relentless 
routine of the dairy farmer's existence: 
a six-hour sentence of labor day in, day 
out, a calendar on which Christmas, 
Washington's Birthday or the Fourth of 
July do not appear in red. Three hours 
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in ~~Apathy valley'' by AMY LEE 
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milking and cleaning out the barn every 
morning, three hours again in late after
noon or evening. 

The young pastor puzzles about how 
to reach Shirtless Smith who seems to 
be perfectly contented with his cow-tied 
life, so much so that he is even building 
an addition to his barn for more cows. 
But Nelson Reppert can't accept the idea 
that Shirtless Smith is really satisfied. 
\Vhat minister worth his salt could? 

"Farmers used to come to church," he 
said. "Our sacred hour of 11 a.m. Sunday 
comes from our rural beginnings. It was 
the time a farmer had free after morning 
chores. He would come to church, stay 
for dinner and fellowship, then go back 
to the afternoon milking and chores." 

Mr. Reppert has a Saturday night min
istry which has developed more rapidly 
than his ministry to the non-churchgoing 
farmers. Early last spring he made a de
cision: to bear witness to the love of 
Jesus Christ for all men in a place where 
many other non-churchgoing residents 
gather: the bars. 

Son of a Methodist preacher, Nelson 
Reppert grew up in a family that never 
lacked for love and satisfying adventures. 
Until his decision to visit a local pub, he 
had never been in a bar of this type be
fore. 

The night of his debut was intimidat
ing: cold, rainy, dismal. He drove up to 
the bar, looked at the misted neon
lighted windows, struggled with fear and 
the temptation to run away. 

But he had made a decision. He turned 
up his collar and plunged in. He went to 
the bar and ordered a ginger ale. No one 
spoke to him or paid any attention to 
him. Later he went over to a table and 
sat down. Still no one spoke. He saw that 
one man had recognized him but 
avoided contact. 

"It was pretty rough that night," he 
said. "Especially the language." 

The second week someone did talk 
with him. It was a lengthy confession. It 
kept him downing more ginger ale than 
he really wanted. Then, after he had 
moved on to talk to someone else the 
"confessor" noted his empty glass' and 
called out from the other end of the bar 
"give the preacher another ginger ale.;, 
The whole line of heads snapped around 
to look at him. 

Week after week Nelson Reppert kept 
his Saturday night appointment at the 
bar as punctilliously as his four Sunday 
church services. 

"I don't go in a judgmental way," he 
said. "I don't preach. I listen to anyone 
who wants to talk to me." 

He feels he has been accepted. The 
owner has told him some people don't 
drink as much when he's there. The 
thing that has distressed him most was 
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the appearance one night of a fourteen
year-old girl who had been brought by 
a couple for her first night "out." In their 
eyes it was the greatest treat they could 
offer her. 

In time Mr. Reppert joined the bar's 
pool players. Losers had to pay thirty
five cents a game or buy beer. He put his 
te1ms to them: if he played, it would be 
just for fun; because of the church's prin
ciples and his own he could not gamble. 
Players gradually learned his te1ms and 
accepted them. Ironically, he and his first 
partner won six out of seven games and 
because of those terms his partner had to 
forego the usual pay-off. 

Mr. Reppert hasn't seen many of his 
bar "congregation" in church yet, but 
that doesn't bother him. He believes in 
ministering to them where they are. He 
hopes by his presence to help them un
derstand that the love of Jesus Christ in
cludes them. One particularly rough 
night a big-six-footer came over to him 
and urged, "You better go, preacher, it's 
getting pretty rough in here.'' He ap
preciated the sense of concern that man 
showed for him and what he represents. 

Mr. Reppert believes the three ele
ments he recently heard listed as essential 
for children's normal development-love, 
something interesting to do, and a good 
example-are equally essential for adults. 
He feels the church might well adopt 
these criteria as a measure of its service 
to mankind. 

On their basis he is trying to figure 
out just what the church in his area can 
offer the people in the way of "something 
interesting to do." As he sees it, the 
church will have to out-attract the bar 
where they now get fellowship, where 
they feel comfortable, uninhibited, at 
ease, and where they feel they have 
"something interesting to do." 

If the people in the bar seem less than 
enthusiastic about what the church has 
to offer, some of the church people are 
less than enthusiastic about accepting 
ideas for new and stepped-up activity 
Mr. Reppert presents. 

"I just plowed ahead doing things the 
first year and a half," he said. "I had to. 
Nothing had been done for so long. We 
had a Thanksgiving service, a Watch 
Night service, special observances in 
Lent, an Easter sunrise service. From 
here on, if the people want these things, 
they will have to initiate the action.'' 

Is anything really happening here? Is 
there hope? 

Mr. Reppert thinks so. Of course there 
have been no great leaps forward. Just 
inchings-here a little, there a little. 

The Orwell church, a Methodist-Con
gregational union church, is about to 
make the union legal. Articles and by
laws are being drawn up. "This will at 

least-and at last-give us ownership of 
the building," Mr. Reppert said. Its new 
foundation will be less sand, more rock. 

The foundation of the Altmar church, 
literally sand, is coming in for inspection 
as the congregation enters into consulta
tions with an architect ~n plans for a new 
educational wing. The church was built 
on the banks of the Salmon River when 
Altmar was known as Sand Banks. A new 
education wing, as the church itself, re
quires sure foundations. 

Mr. Reppert sees possibilities of end
ing a sharp and long-standing division in 
the congregation at Ricard. 

And he and Mrs. Snell point to new in
terest and growth in the MYF, par
ticularly among the young people at 
Richland who now have the understand
ing leadership of a dedicated couple, Mr. 
and Mrs. Stanley Gleason. 

Under discussion also is a realignment 
of the churches which, it is expected, 
will bring about a more practical and 
effective program for all. As yet there is 
no group ministry or larger parish setup, 
just the very loose association . of the 
churches in the Fellowship. But that is a 
step toward greater cooperative action 
and mutual understanding. 

Another piquant fusing of past with 
present was the John Wesley service 
held the last Sunday in September at the 
Pineville church. None of the villages in 
the Grace Fellowship of Churches ex
ceeds the 500 population figure, some are 
under 200, Pineville hardly more than 
the church and a few houses along the 
road. 

In the little church's colonial-style 
edifice, rising on a foundation of stones 
from the beach, set in patterned rows, 
the un-electrified kerosene lamps glowed 
again for that one night. Music from the 
golden oak pump organ filled the small 
room. "Mrs. Reppert was the organist," 
Mrs. Snell said, "and under her skillful 
touch that organ really came alive.'' A 
fire in the pot-bellied stove kept out the 
chill of the September night. 

People crowded into the narrow pews 
for Evening Prayer as Mr. Reppert led 
them in the "Sunday Service of the Meth
odists in North America" as prescribed 
by John Wesley in 1784 for the Method
ist societies in America. 

The sermon he delivered was one of 
Wesley's and dwelt on how hard it is 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Pineville church does not stay open 
through the fall and winter. It has only 
seven members. But this was the second 
Wesley service held there-Mr. Reppert 
says, the "second annual.'' It reminds of 
rigors still calling for answers the gospel 
-and the churches-alone can supply. 
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"THEY ALSO SERVE WHO ONLY ST AND AND W AIT0 

JANUAHY 1967 

TEXT AND PHOTOS BY SAM TAMASHIRO 

We live in an era when human worth and significance are 
often measured by the number of times one appears in 
newspapers and magazines, on radio and television. 

To complicate matters even further, we have many unde
serving personalities with a flair for gaining the attention 
of the mass media time and time again. Then, too, the mass 
media's failure to report on significant deeds or events is 
interpreted by too many people to mean that nothing im
portant has or is happening in certain spheres of activity. 

Therefore, for the majority of us who work quietly behind 
, the scenes, our satisfaction comes in doing our chosen 
'tasks with integrity and faithfulness and hope. 

For Bonhoeffer the answer was "living every day as if 
it were our last, yet in faith and responsibility living as 
though a splendid future still lay before us." 

Accordingly, this photo essay is dedicated to those who 
work behind the glare of the public spotlight: the lonely 
and vigilant fireman in the dispatcher's office at the fire 
house waiting for the sounding of an alarm or a phone 
call; dishwashers who are unseen by the diners except for 
their hands; the wife of a graduate student almost over
whelmed in typing the final draft of the doctoral disserta
tion; the anxious parent awaiting the results of her daugh
ter's audition as a dancer; the scholar behind the screen 
of academic discipline whose work will benefit other 
scholars; and the church organist who practices long hours 
in solitude. 
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THE Soviet Union prides itself, as 
its Intourist guides affirm, on being a 
land of religious freedom. The presump
tion is that if after indoctrination into 
Marxism one still believes in God and 
wants to worship, he has the freedom to 
do so. Little is made of the lack of oppor
tunity to exercise this freedom, and of 
the inconvenience, harassment and threat 
that may or may not confront the in
dividual and his family if he chooses to 
practice and cultivate his faith. 

In Estonia, which the Soviet Union 
absorbed into its orbit in 1939, many 
have chosen this perilous and difficult 
road. Like those in other totalitarian 
countries, they follow the admonition to 
be "as wise as serpents and as harmless 
as doves." In some respects Methodists 
here are pioneers of twentieth-century 
church renewal as they find their way to 
what Dietrich Bonhoefier may have had 
in mind when he spoke of "religionless 
Christianity." The unwritten story of 
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THE 
CHURCH 

IS 
STILL 

THERE 
IN 

ESTONIA 
by W. RALPH WARD 

When the Soviet Union absorbed 
the Baltic country of Estonia, the 
tiny group of Methodists in that 
land were cut off from contact with 
the outside world for many years. 
Now, more contact is possible. 
What has happened to the church 
there? Bishop Ward, head of the 
Syracuse Area of The Methodist 
Church, visited Estonia last Sum
mer. 

Methodism in this iron-curtain country 
is an heroic one which may well become 
a chapter in the twentieth-century Acts 
of the Apostles. For among these people, 
traditional forms and disciplines have 
nearly vanished but the substance of a 
dynamic and vital faith is much in evi
dence. 

In the last few years there has been 
an easing of travel restrictions to Estonia. 
Dr. Harry Denman, General Executive 
Secretary of the Board of Evangelism, 
now retired, and Dr. J. Manning Potts, 
Editor of The Upper Room, stopped sev
eral years ago in Tallinn while on a 
world tour. Two years ago Bishop and 
Mrs. Richard C. Raines spent several 
days in this same city and met with 
Methodists there. This past summer Mrs. 
Ward and I, accompanied by our son 
Gerald, had the unforgettable experience 
of a similar visit. 

The Methodists in the city of Tallinn 
are cut off from the time-honored pat-

terns of connectionalism and operate 
without a token of the vast resources 
available to us in America from the 
boards and agencies of the church. Yet 
they are warm and friendly, hopeful and 
courageous, rich in brotherly love, ex
pressing an earnest faith in God through 
Jesus Christ. 

This church has strong ministerial and 
lay leadership. The leaders are mature 
but not aged. Young men and women are 
coming along who show marked evi
dence of both ability and commitment. 
The older leaders give no sign of posses
siveness but, rather, are open and \villing 
to share leadership \vith the new genera
tion. These leaders have been tested by 
many trials but their lives manifest in
tegrity, courage and radiant faith. These 
chosen ones have proved worthy and 
have borne fruit in a church that lives 
daily by faith in the things that are un
seen. 

In European Methodism the visitor 
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must keep in mind the difference be
tween the membership of the church and 
its constituency. For historical reasons 
the membership is small. Yet the true 
measure of the church's influence can be 
seen in its constituency; a wide variable, 
to be sure, but a dimension that must be 
taken into account. We became sharply 
aware of this as we shared in two ser
vices of worship with Estonian Method
ists where the constituency far outnum
bered the membership. 

This church had a seating capacity of 
approximately six hundred and was filled 
for both of the services we shared. In 
each instance, at least nine hundred wor
shipers were crowded into the sanch1ary. 
The only time anyone moved during 
these services, apart from the men who 
took up the collection, was when some
one seated in a pew would arise to ex
change places \vith a standing worshiper. 

Estonia is a land of song. On the out
skirts of Tallinn we visited a great amphi
theater. Every five years it is filled for a 
song festival which unites 35,000 voices 
gathered from throughout the land. This 
festival, with a century of history behind 
it, is a witness to Estonian national unity. 
We noted this love of music in the sing
ing of these great congregations. In the 
first service the music was provided by 
organ, piano and a large mixed choir. In 
the second service a male choir and a 
brass band were added. The singing of 
both choirs and congregations was un
forgettable. Variations of familiar hymn 
tunes were used, but the singing that was 
the most moving was purely Slavic in 
character and it set a rich emotional tone 
for worship. 

WHAT type of persons composed 
this congregation? At first glance 
they seemed to be largely grand

mothers and other women in their ba
bushkas, but as we sat in our places with
in the chancel and had much opportun
ity to study the faces of those present, 
we realized that they were a mixed 
group, both men and women, young and 
old. There were many men and young 
people in the congregation, both in the 
nave and balcony. Estonians composed 
the bulk of the congregation, hut Rus
sians were also present, identifiable by 
their use of earphones through which 
they listened to an interpretation of the 
service in Russian. 

Though there were no hymnbooks or 

bulletins, the congregation participated 
fully in the singing and responses. It has 
been years since anyone in the congrega
tion has had a new hymnbook or Bible. 
After the message an offering was re
ceived. No obvious announcement was 
made regarding this offering and no 
prayer was said either before or after it 
was received, yet everyone placeci some
thing in the collection boxes as they were 
passed from pew to pew. The service 
closed with a Slavic hymn and the wav
ing of hands by everyone present. 

Later we were to learn that the Meth
odist core of this congregation is a work
ing fellowship. We met in the home of 
the chief pastor and shared an evening 
of discussion \vith the officials of the 
church. This home is more than a resi
dence for the pastor; it is a church cen
ter, located near the center of the city 
and constructed by members of the 
church from the rubble of war damage. 

Our visit among these people made 
it very clear that the habit of life they 
follow is one of austerity, that the fruit 
of their labor is meager, and that their 
future is filled with grave uncertainties. 
We hope the day will shortly come when 
familiar pressures \vill be lessened and 
doors will be opened so Bibles, hymn
books and church school literature can 
be printed and distributed among them. 
We know there are young men in this 
congregation who are looking forward to 
the ministry. At present they will have to 
pursue their theological preparation 
under severely limited circumstances. 
Each one has a position with the govern
ment upon which his livelihood depends; 
yet these young men are ready to make 
the sacrifice. The talent they have for the 
ministry is apparent. 

·what can we do for our Christian 
friends in Estonia? \Ve can pray for them. 
\Ve must remember them in our thanks
givings and petitions. Furthe1more, we 
need to be mindful of their prayers for 
us, and that we need their intercessions. 

\Ve can be ready, if and when the way 
is opened, to use our resources to make 
available to them Bibles, hymnbooks and 
lesson materials. 

Finally, we can profit by their example 
of integrity and courage and show forth 
a likeness to them in our Christian wit
ness. vVe can learn the art of being cap
tives of the unseen values of the Chris
tian faith, and of bearing witness to that 
faith even under adversity. This is the 
faith that will overcome the world. 
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THE 
COURAGE 

OF 
AFRICAN 
WOMEN 

by VIRGINIA DA VIS LASKEY 

Mrs. Laskey is president of the Wom
an's Division, Methodist Board of Mis
sions 

ANY one who wishes to have a re
newal of spirit, to encounter the 

zest and enthusiasm of a developing so
ciety, and to feel what pioneering is like, 
should visit Africa. 

Living in Africa is not soft and easy, 
except for a privileged few. Travel is dif
ficult, red tape is abundant. The food is 
not extraordinary, pure water is hard to 
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come by. But the spilit of the people 
emerging into freedom is magnilicent. 

Sometimes I feel stultified with self
imposed limitations, with administrative 
responsibilities and organizational de
tails. But this 1966 visit to Africa revital
ized my whole outlook. 

Everybody I talked with, everybody 
I listened to in seminars, and at the 
Workshop at Kitwe, spoke with en
thusiasm about what she is planning to 
do, and where she is planning to go. 
These persons were no wild-eyed dream
ers, but intelligent women (and men) 
who knew from ex-perience the terrific 
difficulties to be overcome, and the al
most insurmountable barriers to be 
broken-but they were determined to 
conquer them. 

These people made me think of our 
own heritage-of our forebears of a few 
generations ago, those who came to the 
United States of America to build a na
tion. I thought about those hardy souls 
who literally built a country with their 
hands. I thought of those who set out for 
the unknown West, who lived for a while 
in sod houses, persons who built because 
they had courage, vision, and determina
tion. All these qualities the people of 
Africa possess. 

The African Workshop at Mindolo 
Ecumenical Institute at Kitwe, Zambia, 
was the culmination of two years of 
work, study, and cooperation between 
the Woman's Division (Section of Chris
tian Social Relations), and the World 
Division, both of the Board of Missions 
of The Methodist Church. 

We traveled in three teams, with staff 
leadership, and with a woman from the 
country involved, to help interpret what 
we would hear and say. And what mar
velous and heartbreaking things we saw 
and heard in Algeria, the Congo, and 
northern Rhodesia! 

We were also in Addis Ababa to visit 
the Organization of African Unity, and 
the Economic Commission of Africa. 
And we observed the refugee situation in 
Dar es-Salaam. 

The three teams joined up in Mindolo. 
There were fourteen American women, 
one representative from the World Di
vision, and twenty-eight Africans, includ
ing staff, program resource people. There 
were also eleven Americans and ten Afri
cans involved in the program of United 
Church Women. 

We were delighted to meet again a 
number of African women who have 
been in World Understanding Work
shops in the United States, or have par
ticipated in other special programs. 

From the start, we Americ;:ans were 
given to understand that our ideas and 
opinions were not to be injected, or im
posed upon the group, unless asked for 

and needed. But there was really no need 
for us to have this instruction, because 
after the orientation and introductions 
were over, the African women, able and 
well informed, carried the responsibility 
of the Workshop in a highly capable 
manner. They served as chairmen of ses
sions, as panel participants, as discussion 
leaders; and they spoke freely from the 
floor. 

I was impressed with the maturity of 
the African women leaders. They faced 
the issues of the day in a realistic way. 
They were knowledgeable about eco
nomic, political, religious, social, and cul
tural conditions in their respective areas. 
There was free discussion about health 
service, family planning, the lack of 
schools, teachers, the need for funda
mentals to be taught in nutrition, per
sonal hygiene, child care, home-making, 
and so on. The women were well aware 
of the great gaps to be closed, of the 
long, uphill struggle in which they are 
engaged. 

But progress is being made. In the 
places visited we saw much evidence of 
training for women. We saw women 
learning to sew on sewing machines 
(many had babies on their backs as they 
sewed). We saw cooking classes and ex
periments in community development, 
literacy classes, work with young people, 
the teaching of children (children who 
cannot get into the overcrowded 
schools). We saw church groups, voca
tional education for women and girls, 
Y. W. C. A. programs-all these and 
much more. 

The women's deep and abiding con
cern was centered about how, as dedi
cated Christian women, they could 
engage in building a nation, or nations. 
Again and again they spoke of this mat
ter. They wish to use their newly found 
freedom to build a nation which will im
prove conditions for women and chil
dren. They realize that they must help 
one another, and this they are willing to 
do. They feel that great advances could 
be made by having a strong woman's 
organization in Africa. The African wom
en wish to make contact with other wom
en from other parts of the world, seeking 
help from them in leadership resources. 

It may be trite to say that none of us 
who participated will ever be the same, 
after this e:-.-perience in Africa-but it is 
true. A person cannot be caught up in 
the hopes, the dreams, the anxieties, the 
frustrations, and the great expectations 
of such women without feeling a true 
kinship with them-and a desire to share 
their problems. We are better able to 
understand African women, to interpret 
Africa and her peoples. And we can 
begin to decide our own responsibility as 
a nation and as Christians. 
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Poetry for a new year 

AS FAIR A GLOW 
A Poem for the Epiphany Season 

By Grace V. Watkins 

If we should wonder how it happened they 
Were chosen for the star-led journeying, 
Let us remember that 'in many a day 
Of summer, fall and winter, greening spring, 
The Wise 1\:len pondered ancient prophecies. 
They knew the path of every constellation, 
And, watching soundless-moving galaxies 
At night, they prayed in humble dedication. 
Oh, let us he as faithful and discerning, 
As diligent in pondering the Word, 
That watching, waiting, with a love as burning, 
As deep and holy, we may be prepared 
For missions lighted with as fair a glow 
As Wise Men followed centuries ago. 

JANUARY 1967 

A NEW YEAR'S PRAYER 

By Effie Smith Ely 

Not that the year shall be 
From care and suffering free: 
I pray to bear my part 
With an heroic heart. 

Not for an easy task, 
0 Father, would I ask, 
But for the will and might 
To do hard work aright. 

Not for a sun-clear way 
Through this new year I pray, 
But, on dim paths untried, 
That Thou wilt be my guide. 
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Profile of Methodism 
Hawaii • m 

THE fiftieth state has been called a 
laboratory of races-of peoples, re

ligions, and cultures working at living 
together in elbow-to-elbow juxtaposition. 

People and their problems invite 
church involvement. That the effective 
church is not a retreat from the world, 
but involvement in it, is nowhere more 
dramatically evidenced than in Hawaii. 

It is true that the years and such to
getherness have crumbled ethnic barriers 
to a degree, and the population has be
come partially one of mixed blood 
strains. 

Still, there are segments which are 
definitely Japanese, Chinese, Filipino, 
Samoan, and so forth. The 1960 census 
showed Japanese and Caucasian, the two 
largest groups, to be about equal in num
ber. But somewhere in the early 1960's 
the Caucasians forged ahead. 

Out of each hundred islanders there 
are said to be 33 Buddhists, 33 Catholics, 
and 10 Protestants. There are both Shin
to shrines and Buddhist temples in Ha
waii. Individuals often have Shinto wed
dings-but Buddhist funerals. 

In further breakdown of statistics, Ha
waii churches are Episcopal, United 
Church of Christ, Methodist, Presby
terian, Lutheran, Baptist, Seventh Day 
Adventists, Mormon, Christian Science, 
and other groups. 

The state has a constant high turnover 
of military and industry personnel, which 
affects the membership and activities of 
serving churches. Also, there are immi
grants from Pacific Islands to the south, 
who come to Hawaii handicapped by 
barriers of language and culture, and 
who are poorly equipped to meet the 
existing economic pressures. These and 
other concerns open wide vistas for ser
vice in an area where Methodists are at 
work. 

Under a royal grant Methodism had its 
start in 1855, when Hawaii was a king
dom. The church has been adjusted to 
changing times and needs. Among church 
leaders there have been several promi
nent Japanese and Korean Methodists, 
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some of whom had been forced to leave 
their countries because of unsettled con
ditions. 

The Reverend Lawrence A. Hinshaw 
of the First Methodist Church in Hono
lulu told us: "Where people are, there 
are problems-and there the church be
longs." 

This philosophy is backed by First 
Church's outreach. It opens its doors to 
the educating of retarded children. It 
furnishes tutors for students in an anti
dropout campaign. It ministers to the 
military personnel through a service
men's club. 

This church sponsors a Saturday Meth
odist Mission Tour. It has Sunday after
church dinners for servicemen and visi
tors. It has special adult classes, with 
speakers who are authorities in their 
fields. There is involvement in current 
social-political problems. It supplies 
counseling. It has a Neighborhood Ad
venture Club for all children (at the first 
session the director, Dayle Russell, was 
expecting maybe fifty children, but two 
hundred showed up). 

Aldersgate Methodist Church of Hono
lulu is concerned with transplanted Sa
moans, and others from low-cost housing 
developments, who are caught in the 
economic "squeeze." 

Not all Methodist churches of Hawaii 
are as large as those we have mentioned, 
but all are involved in service. 

Two churches have been assisted with 
building programs from the 1966 "One 
Great Hour of Sharing" offering. These 
are Aiea Church on Oahu, and Hilo 
Church on Hawaii. 

The philosophy of service is at work at 
Susannah Wesley Community Center 
(sponsored by the Methodist Division of 
National Missions) in a low-income, low
opportunity section of Honolulu. The 
name Susannah vVesley has its own 
magic. I had considerable trouble in 
finding this Center, although the bus had 
dropped me at the right comer. I in
quired around, giving the address only. 
A young attendant at a gas station was 

by MARJORIE VANDERVELDE 

searching a city map for this address, 
when I happened to mention the name 
of Susannah Wesley. Immediately, an 
ear-to-ear smile appeared on his face. 
"Oh, sure, I've been there lots of times," 
he said, . and proceeded to direct me. 

This Methodist Center in Hawaii has 
served the area since 1900, when it was 
started as a home for needy children. To
day, it is a hub for community activities 
for all ages. It also goes out to the people 
with nursery schools, tutoring, adult 
classes in cooking, sewing, ceramics, 
self-improvement, and basic English. It 
takes citizenship classes for immigrants 
to people in low-cost housing develop
ments. 

The policy of the Susannah Wesley 
Center is directed by a board, with Mrs. 
Gladys Lang as executive director. A 
new and enlarged center is under con
struction. 

Cooperating with Susannah Wesley 
Center are the University of Hawaii Ex
tension service, officials of the federal 
Economic Opportunity program, and 
others. 

The 1966 "Summary of Programs and 
Projects" published by the Hawaii Office 
of Economic Opportunity shows a fed
eral grant to the "delegate agency Sus
annah Wesley Community Center," for 
"a pre-school program for 150 children 
located in the Kalihi Valley, Kuhio Park 
Terrace and Kaanumanu Housing Proj
ects." Under other grants to the_ Center 

. are listed "study hall projects, adult 
group work, and student guidance." 

Of great significance in Hawaiian 
ecumenism is tl1e recent founding of Ha
waii Loa College by the following 
churches: Episcopal, Methodist, Presby
terian, and the United Church of Christ. 
This college, located on the windward 
side · of the magnificent Pali, and dedi
cated to high academic standards in lib
eral arts, science, humanities, arts and 
social sciences, was opened in Septem
ber, 1966. 

Methodism in Hawaii denotes involve
ment in the community. 
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WINDOW ON THE UNITED NATIONS 

The Mekong Projeet
Dope for Southeast Asia? 
THE tendency to take a solely nega

tive view of United States policy in 
the Far East was scored by a State De
partment official in a recent talk at the 
Methodist Office for the United Nations. 

Richard H. Donald, deputy director of 
the department's Office of Asian Com
munist Affairs, addressed a session of the 
Methodist-sponsored United Nations 
China Seminar. It was attended by about 
60 church leaders including jurisdiction
al secretaries of Christian Social Rela
tions, annual conference chairmen of 
boards of Christian Social Concerns and 
Peace and World Order, and representa
tives from the Russian Orthodox Church, 
American Friends Service Committee, 
and several Protestant denominations. 

Noting that the topic assigned him, 
"Hard Realities of United States Far 
East Policy," seemed to imply that he 
was expected to say only bad things, Mr. 
Donald asked, "May I say some good 
things?" 

Among those "good things" he cited 
major economic breakthroughs in Japan, 
Taiwan, Korea, Malaysia, and Thailand; 
the growing role of Australia in the Far 
East; and the recent Manila Conference 
in which seven Asian countries agreed on 
a whole range of concerns. 

Calling that a "remarkable feat," Mr. 
Donald said, "One of the weaknesses of 
the Far East is that there has been no 
sense of regionality, no sense of common 
purpose. That is now changing. There is 
growing awareness on the part of these 
countries of mutual interests. Manila was 
an example. So is the Mekong River 
Project, being carried out with United 
Nations assistance." 

His mention of the Mekong Project 
sent us off to the UN for current news on 
that unique Far East cooperative pro
gram directed by Cambodia, Laos, Thai
land, and Vietnam. 

The project's cooperative effort for the 
benefit of all people in that area provides 
heartening contrast to the Vietnam war 
which necessarily dominates the news. 

The Mekong River, according to UN 
sources, is one of the world's ten great 
waterways. It flows 2,600 miles from the 
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mountains of Tibet to the South China 
Sea below Saigon. In the lower basin, the 
area chosen for development, its 1,500-
mile course nearly equals that of the 
Mississippi. 

Yet, until recent years, not a bridge 
or power dam has been built across it. 
And, except for about four percent of the 
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basin which is under irrigation, the 
waters of the Mekong flow past lands 
which, in the dry season, are parched as 
a desert. Only one rice crop per year is 
produced. With steady water supply, ex
perts believe, two or three crops a year 
could be harvested. 

Ironically, flood control is as urgent a 
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THE l\IEKONG 
PROJECT 
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need as irrigation, for in the rainy season 
the waters wash out crops in the Mekong 
delta, particularly in the lower part of 
Cambodia and southern Vieh1am. 

Undevelopment long kept the area de
prived of needed power. Except at one 
small installation in the Vietnam high
lands, not one kilowatt of hydroelectric 
power was generated on the Mekong or 
any of its tributaries before 1965. 

Yet the river and its tributaries have a 
potential of some 20 million kilowatts of 
electricity for agricultural, industrial, 
and community use. Cheap power, for 
instance, would make possible the pro
duction of nib·ogenous fertilizer needed 
to increase farm yields. 

TI1ere are other development needs: 
fisheries to increase the protein supply 
for families of the l\tlekong basin; com
munity water supplies; longer stretches 
of river for transport. 

The river's potential, dmmant for cen
turies, is finally being developed. Timt 
development started in 1951 when the 
United Nations Economic Commission 
for Asia and the Far East ( ECAFE) be
gan investigations of the Lower Mekong. 

These and subsequent studies showed 
that the Lower :tvlekong could be har
nessed to provide elech·icity, irrigation, 
flood control, and a dependable interna
tional transpoit route. 

In 1957 ECAFE urged the four coun
tries of the lower basin-Cambodia, 
Laos, the Republic of Vietnam, and Timi
land-to join forces in a development 
program. 

In 1958 the countries fmmed a coordi
nating committee, with UN aid, and in 
1959 work began. 

The four countries have since been 
joined by 21 other countries, UN agen
cies, and other organizations. The co
operating countries are Australia, Bel
·gium, Canada, China, Denmark, Finland, 
Germany, France, India, Iran, Israel, 
Italy, Japan, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Sweden, 
the United Kingdom, and the United 
States. 

UN agencies assisting, besides 
ECAFE, are the UN Development Pro
gram, the UN Bureau of Technical As
sistance Operations, the International 
Labor Organization ( ILO), the Food 
and Agriculture Organization ( F AO), 
UNESCO, the World Health Organiza
tion (WHO), the World Meteorological 
Organization ( WMO), the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, the Internation
al Bank for Reconstruction and Develop
ment, and the ·world Food Program. 

Several countries have offered assis
tance in the fo1m of cement, seeds and 
fertilizers, petroleum products for survey 
teams, forestry improvement projects, 
fellowships, and ex-pert services in va1i-

ous fields. 
Thus today, with seven years of fact

finding and groundwork behind it, an 
international program for development 
of the :tvlekong is in the construction 
stage. 

The year 1966 saw projects in Cam
bodia and Vieh1am singled out for spe
cial attention: a bridge across the main
stream of the Mekong in Viebmm, and 
hydroelectric power and irrigation facili
ties in both Viehlam and Cambodia. 

The overall Mekong program seeks the 
comprehensive development of the water 
resources of the lower basin, including 
mainstream and tributaries, for the gen
eration of hydroelectric power, irriga
tion, flood conti·ol, drainage, navigation 
improvements, watershed management 
and water supply-and related economic 
and social growth. 

In the completed column are: 
The Nam Pung hydroelechic power 

project and the larger Nam Pong power 
and irrigation project, both in northeast
ern Timiland. 

Agreement with the International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development to 
administer financing and construction of 
the Nam Ngum tributary project in Laos. 

Agreement for exchange of power be
tween Laos and Thailand. 

Design for construction of the Prek 
Tlmot tributary project in Cambodia and 
for the My Thuan bridge in Vietnam. 

Basin-wide survey of the domestic 
power market. 

Investigation of possibilities for large
scale pulp and paper industry. 

Training programs in river piloting, 
maintenance and use of jet boats, hy
drology. 

In the under-way column: 
Discoveries of iron ore and rock salt 

reserves in Thailand, and bauxite in 
Cambodia, which indicate possibilities 
for mining and industrial development. 

Demonstration farms for training 
farmers in improved techniques, for in
troducing new crops, and for making 
best use of future irrigation water from 
Mekong projects. Three fa1ms are in 
operation in Laos, Cambodia, and Thai
land. Plans have been drawn up for one 
in Vietnam. 

In June 1965 two jet boats, given to 
the four-nation committee by New Zea
land, recorded a first in Mekong history 
by navigating Khone Falls, a series of 
rapids at the Laos-Cambodia border. 

This feat l1as encouraged exploration 
of possibilities for passenger and cargo 
b·ansport up the Mekong. Elsewhere in 
the basin navigation is being eased by 
installation of buoys, channel markings, 
and dredging. 
· "Good things" to remember when the 
war news bears down all around. 
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Discussing the plan of union of the proposed merger of the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church and The Methodist Church al'e leaders of the group which drew ttp the plan, 
which was approved in November by simultaneous General Conferences of the two 
chmches. Shown hel'e (from left to right) al'e: Charles C. Parlin, secretary of the Meth
odist ad hoc committee on the merger; Bishop Reuben H. Mueller, chairman of the EUB 
Commission on Church Union; Bishop Lloyd, C. Wicke, chairman of the Methodist 
group; and Dr. Paul A. Waslibum, executive director of the EUB group. The plan must 
now be voted on by the annual conferences of the two clwrclies. 

METHODIST BISHOPS 
SPEAK ON VIETNAM 

The Council of Bishops of The Methodist 
Church, in calling for a speedy end to hos
tilities in Vietnam, has suggested a world 
consultation of religious leaders to help end 
it. 

"Such a world consultation might well 
take place in Asia or at any other location 
which could be unitedly determined," the 
bishops said in a statement released Nov. 12 
following their meeting. 

The statement expressed concern for all 
Vietnamese civilians wounded in the war 
and called for an expanded program of medi
cal aid "to meet the needs of tJ1e appalling
ly large number of men, women and chil
dren · being crippled and maimed in the 
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struggle raging across their country." 
In addition, the bishops pledged to con

tinue "our greatly enlarged relief efforts 
through church agencies." 

Bishop Richard C. Raines of Indianapolis, 
Ind., is president of the Methodist Council 
of Bishops, and Bishop Roy H. Short of 
Louisville, Ky., is secretary. 

Full text of the bishops' resolution on 
Vietnam follows: 

"The h·agic dimensions of human suffer
ing in Vietnam call for a far greater re
sponse by concerned and compassionate 
people than has yet been evident. We join 
men of goodwill throughout the world in 
a plea that means be found speedily to 
bring an end to hostilities and slaughter. 
There must be no further escalation by any 

pmticipants. 
"This struggle is not merely a national 

problem but a human problem in which the 
very future of mankind itself is at stake. 
Nowadays we know that neither victory nor 
defeat, in the sense in which they were once 
understood, is possible for wan"ing nations; 
the present issue is one of human survival. 
The contemporary global context is entirely 
new; all peoples desire the privilege of self
determination without hindrance by any 
other power bloc whatsoever. 

"The General Conference of The r..foth
odist Church in 1964 rightly declared that 
'no nation is ultimately sovereign. All na
tions and people are under the judgment of 
God.' Therefore, in the name of God and in 
the name of humanity, we insist that both 
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BishoJl RalJlh \Varel signs an agreement for a joint i;ent11rc i11 11011-Jlrofit l1011si11g lnJ fo11r 
religious de110111i11atio11s and Urban America, Inc. Rqm.•se11tatfocs of the other gro11Jls 
look 011. (Sec story 011 Jlage 4.'3.) 

sides cease their mutual dcstmetion and 
seek peace. 

"Dramatic action is needed to break the 
present impasse. This can begin with the 
households of faith. \Ve acknowledge the 
great responsibility which surely rests upon 
the religious communities in all lands with 
respect to this crisis. As the Council of Bish
ops of The 1'-!cthodist Church, we announce 
our readiness for representatives of our 
dn1rch to assemble with other representa
tive religious leaders of the Judeo-Christian 
tradition and indeed of all the world's great 
religious traditions: to assess our common 
obligations to all humanity in this crucial 
hour and to deliberate on what initiatives 
people of all religious persuasions might un
dertake in order to avert disaster. Such a 
\\'oriel consultation might well take place in 
Asia or at :111\' other location which coulcl 
he unitedly d~tcnninccl. The urgency of the 
h111nan situation won Id seem to warrant the 
selling aside of usual protocol and custom
ary restraints which might clclay the ealling 
of s11eh a meeting in the very near f11t11re. 

"Further steps arc also a\'ailahle to the 
11ations in orclC'r to lessen the current le\'cl of 

·12 

tension, without any party in the conflict 
expecting to impose its will upon the other. 
First of all, we would vigorously support the 
United Nations Secrctarv-Gcneral U Thant 
in a fresh initiative bv hi~n to effect a cease
fire. \Ve urge him t~ invite representatives 
of the opposing forces to meet at a desig
nated time :md in a neutral place to under
take a negotiated settlement. Reganllcss of 
what their opponents may do, the United 
States and its allies, with their powerful 
military presence in Vietnam, arc in a posi
tion to show their openness and good faith 
hy responding positively to such an appeal 
and not have their action mistaken for 
weakness. 

"Scconclly, we respectfully urge Presi
drnt Johnson of the United States and other 
world leaders to call for a truce, in the hope 
of provoking a similar response from North 
Vietnam. 

"\Ve cxpn•ss appreciation to thnsc gov
cmmL'nts which arc pro\'icling medical aid 
lo all Vietnamese civilians woumlecl in the 
war. It is imperati\'l' that the lcaclers of all 
nations shoulcl cxpaml this program in order 
atlcqnatdy to meet the nel'ds of the ap-

pallingly large number of men, women and 
children being crippled and maimed in the 
struggle raging across their country. In ad
clition, we shall continue our greatly en
larged relief efforts through church agencies. 

"Finally, we would urge the major powers 
to commit themscl\'es jointly to a program 
of massive economic rehabilitation in the 
tom and tortured land of Vietnam." 

U.S. DISTRICT JUDGE 
RULES OUT DUMAS ACT 

A U.S. District Judge has filed an opinion 
that 1\lahama's Dumas Act concerning 
dmrch organization and property o\\11er
ship has "breached" the first amendment of 
the U.S. Constitution with regard to the 
separation of church and state. 

In so doing, he sustained the :-.tcthodist 
system of property O\\'nership. 

The opinion issued in ;\lobile No\', JS 
stemmed from a suit brought by ~lethodist 
Bishop \V. Kenneth Goodson, Binningham, 
and other officials against No1ihsiclc Bible 
C:lmreh of Prichard. Ala. 

The dmreh-fonnrrh· Trinil\' ~lcthmlist 
Church-was ordered l;y the jt;dgP's mling 
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to deliver within thirty days its "real estate 
and personal property" to the Alabama
West Florida l\fothodist Conference, one of 
two conferences headed by Bishop Good
son. 

The congregation, which now lists itself 
as non-denominational, separated itself from 
The Methodist Church in 1965 and claimed 
ownership of the real estate under provision 
of the 1959 Dumas Act. 

The Dumas Act provides that when a 
sixty-five percent majority of adult members 
of a local church disagrees with the parent 
church the local church may sever its con
nections and retain its prope1ty free and 
clear of any trust or deed of the parent 
church. 

Judge Daniel H. Thomas, in his decision, 
said the Dumas Act had violated the prin
ciple of separation of church and state. 

He ruled that the Dumas Act operated 
onlv on connectional churches and not on 
pu;ely congregational churches. 

"The court is persuaded that the effect of 
the Dumas Act," he said, "is to engraft upon 
the segment of American Protestantism a 
legislative scheme of property ownership 
in derogation of the ecclesiastical systems 
e.volv~d by several Protestant denomina
tions. 

"By passage of the Dumas Act," he said, 
"Alabama has expressed a preference to and 
aided those who profess a belief in a con
gregational structured church. This it can
not do." 

In commenting on the opinion, Bishop 
Goodson stated, "I am gratified that the 
courts have again sustained the appointive 
system and the connectional nature of The 
Methodist Church as thev have done so 
often in the past. The implications of this 
case go for beyond merely matters of prop
erty. They involve the whole matter of the 
existence of the connectional and the epis
copal churches." 

A previous lower court decision uphold
ing the constitutionality of the Dumas Act 
is cuITently on appeal in the Alabama Su
preme Court. It concerns the property of 
the Union Springs Methodist Church. 

The defendants in the suit concerning 
the Prichard church had asked the federal 
court to stay its proceedings pending the 
outcome of the Union Springs case. 

Judge Thomas refused, saying that the 
complaint in the Prichard case made no 
claim that the Dumas Act is contrary to 
Alabama law "and this court is not called 
upon to make any interpretation of the 
Alabama law." 

COLLEGE GRANT RULING 
LEFT STANDING 

The "unconstitutional" ruling for Mary
land state grants to church-affiliated col
lege~, including Methodist-related \Vestern 
Maryland College, was left standing by the 
Nov. 14 refusal of the U.S. Supreme Court 
to review the case. 

The action has the effect of limiting the 
impact of the Maryland Comt of Appeals 
decision to the borde1:s of the state, although 
some had hoped that the Supreme Court 
would dete1mine the constitutionality of 
federal grants to private colleges by acting 
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on this case. 
The state court had decided last May that 

grants for building projects at three schools 
were unconstitutional, oveJTuling a county 
circuit court decision. It ruled that what 
mattered was not the non-religious nature of 
the proposed buildings but that the institu
tions were "sectarian" in form, . administra
tion and community image. 

·western Maryland, at Westminster, had 
been granted $500,000 for a science wing 
and a dining hall. Other awards by the state 
legislature were for academic and housing 
facilities at two Catll6lic and one United 
Church of Christ colleges. The top state 
court upheld the grant to Hood College on 
the grounds of the looseness of its ties with 
the UCC. 

JOIN TO PROVIDE 
LOW-INCOME HOUSING 

Providing better housing for thousands of 
lower-income families throughout the nation 
is the goal of an agreement signed Novem
ber 16 in New York by four Protestant de
nominations, including The Methodist 
Church, and a secular agency. 

The five co-signers will furnish technical 
assistance and advice to local churches and 
church organizations which sponsor non
profit housing under Federal housing legis
lation. They will help in the fo1mation of 
inte1faith, non-profit housing corporations, 
which can benefit from low-cost, long-term 

government loans. In some cases, they may 
help interested groups find "seed money" 
for projects. . 

One of the main purposes of the churches' 
participation in the program is to stimulate 
the creation of racially, culturally, economi
cally and religiously balanced communities. 

Denominations besides The Methodist 
Church participating in the program are the 
United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., 
the United Church of Christ and the Epis
copal Church. The secular agency is Urban 
America, Inc. 

The signing ceremony completed months 
of discussion among the four denominations 
and Urban America. Negotiations continue 
with other religious bodies, with the likeli
hood that others will soon be brought into 
the venture. 

Under the program, each of the four de
nominations will contribute $25,000 annual
ly for two years. The program will be ad
ministered by the Local Development 
Services Division of Urban America, Inc., 
and policy will be made by a seventeen-man 
advisory committee on which the four de
nominations will be represented. The Meth
odist representative will be Robert Pease, 
executive director of the Urban Redevelop
ment Authority of Pittsburgh, Pa., and a 
member of the National Division. 

Churches are in the forefront among or
ganizations in communities throughout the 
nation that are committed to the develop-
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conte1npo ra ry world? 

To better understand their 
problems and potentials read: 

CHRISTIAN MISSION 
IN THEOLOGICAL 
PERSPECTIVE 

288 pages. 
Paper, $2.50 

Etlitetl l1y 

GERALD H. ANDERSON 

In 1956 some 500 Methodist leaders began a careful reappraisal of the 
nature of the church's concept of its mission. This study is now 
complete, and these 12 essays, prepared from the annual consultations 
on "The Theology of Missions" of The Methodist Church, deal with 
significant conclusions of the study. 

Among the topics: the church and its ministry; the Gospel, the 
Church, and the Mission; the history of Salvation in the history of 
the world; the work of the Holy Spirit; Christian theology and the 
living faiths of the world; Christian responsibility and revolution; and 
God's word and the aim of Christian mission. 

The contributors: 

An appendix of information on the memberships of world religions 
and on U. S. Roman Catholic and Protestant missionaries overseas is 
included, plus an extensive bibliography and suggested audio-visual 
resources for further study. For all concerned Methodists, this study 
will provide enlightening reading. 

• S. Paul Schilling 
• L. Harold De Wolf 
• John D. Godsey 
• Carl Michalson 
• D. T. Niles 
• J, Robert Nelson 
• A. Roy Eckardt 
• Walter G. l\1uelcler 
• W. Richey Hogg 
• Everett Tilson 

ment of non-profit, lower-income housing. 
The cooperative program of Urban America 
with the denominations may involve an an
nual operating budget of $1,000,000, which 
could release hundreds of millions of dollars 
in Federal funds to be used by sponsoring 
church agencies, and facilitate the building 
of as many as 30,000 low-rent housing units 
annually. Additional stimulus to this type 
of housing program comes from recent legis
lation making Federal funds available for 
rent supplements to low-income families. 

Under the agreement, Urban America's 
staff will help churches and groups of 
('hurches apply for low-interest, long-term 
Federal loans and, in addition, assist in 
problems of building design, construction 
and management. A number of Methodist 
congregations in several pmts of the coun
try, groups of churches, and groups formed 
by churches and other interested organiza
tions have gone into the lower-income hous
ing field . 

CATHOLIC GROUP 
DEFINES MISSIONS 

The ultimate criterion of a valid mission
ary enterprise, according to the Catholic 
Foreign Mission Society of America, is the 
amount of time, energy and resources which 
the Christian community devotes to the gen
uine love and service of their fellow men. 

What the criterion is not, said Maryknoll 
in a document released by the society's Fifth 
General Chapter, is isolated pastoral statis
tics which speak of large numbers of con
verts, communions, infant baptisms, and 
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reflect Church wealth, and social and po
litical influence. 

The document, entitled "l'vlission Aposto
late," was prepared as a follow-up to the 
society's document on The Role, Function 
and Characteristics of Maryknoll, which 
emphasized that the central thrust of the 
Christian community is the presentation of 
the Church as a sign of God's love for man. 

Mission Apostolate took a questioning ap
proach to many of the central issues facing 
the Maryknoll society and the Church in 
the world today, and urged an openness and 
willingness for change whenever and where
ever possible. 

In developing nations, the document 
asked, how do religious institutions relate to 
the existing seculai· institutions of the com
munity? Are they in competition? Do the 
religious institutions cultivate an effective 
effort toward unity between social classes, 
racial groups, hostile secular communities 
and Christian churches? 

"If our institutions," said the document, 
such as catechetical centers, schools, hos
pitals, credit unions, youth centers and co
operatives, "are run more efficiently and 
have better standards than the correspond
ing secular institutions, do they serve in the 
long run to promote the quality and number 
of secular institutions, or do they discourage 
and impede their development?" 

What type of community are we fo1ming, 
the document asked? · 

"Does the Christian community give echo 
to the longings of the more responsible, con
cerned, unselfish and honest members of the 

larger community, to those who are deeply 
engaged in the search for justice, peace, 
progress, culture, brotherhood and free
dom? Or does the Christian community ap
peal principally to those who want to escape 
involvement in the pain and struggle of 
their brothers?" 

Also, the document pressed, "Is the Chris
tian communitv identifiable as the Church of 
the poor? Is it, willing to incur the displeas
ure of established powers and the loss of 
financial support, if necessary, to defend the 
poor?" 

In another look at the Christian commu
nity, the document asked whether or not 
the community was a true sign of unity, 
manifesting honest cooperation and mutual 
respect among persons of different national
ities, cultures and ages, and pursued the 

· question if there were "divisions between 
missioners and the national clergy, between 
clergy and laity, and between mission or
ganizations." 

The questioning extended into ecumeni
cal matters to ask if persons of other faiths 
were sought out for finding ways of co
operation. "How conscious are we of the 
important role lay missioners can play in giv
ing Christian witness? Are we glad to be of 
service to them, to share resources and 
facilities, and to collaborate with them?" 

In terms of future development, the docu
ment asked if there was an openness to
wards seeking and accepting outside advice 
in planning and policy. 

The possibility of structures more effec
tive than those of the classical parish . was 
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introduced and the document posed the 
question-"are we open to exploring and 
adopting new methods?" 

Such things as reassessment, consultation, 
planning, cooperation, specialization re
search, experimentation and evaluation, said 
the document, "are indispensable realities of 
life today, and therefore are vital to success
ful mission work. 

"\Ve must be willing," the document con
ti~ued, "~o look at the past and admit our 
mistakes. 

Mission Apostolate gave special attention 
to the place of the sacraments of baptism 
and the Euchnrist-"both are signs which 
express and thereby deepen a faith and love 
which are already there"-and called for a 
re-examination of their role in mission work. 

A glory of the American priesthood, said 
the document, has always been "great gen
erosity and availability towards those who 
request the sacraments" and "ingenuity of 
making them more available." 

It is not a question of replacing this 
generosity with an attitude of refusal, said 
the document, but it is time to establish new 
priorities that will make the fo1mation of a 
truly Christian community of service the 
primary task. 

Accordingly, said the document, "we 
must examine our preaching to be sure that 
it does not unwittingly encourage an under
standing of the sacraments as automatic 
means of grace rather than pledges of the 
Christian's vocation to serve and give his 
life as Christ did." 

In a section on the relationship between 
the clergy and the laity in the Christian 
community, the document urged that the 
priest "be concerned with assisting the laity 
to do their job rather than having them 
assist him in his job." 

"A priest or group of priests in isolation," 
said the document, "does not mirror a com
plete image of the Church. Only a commu
nity of Christians composed mostly of lay
men, including and served by a priest-and 
religious where possible-can offer integral 
Christian witness, for they alone can ade
quately portray the full life of God's people, 
and therefore be a true sign of the kingdom 
of God." 

The document urged that the people be 
freed from the idea that the clergy consti
tutes some kind of privileged class within 
the Church, "because this idea is totally 
contrary to the Gospel. \Ve should strive to 
avoid anything in our standard of living, 
dress, nttih1des, comportment, and associa
tions, which might foster the image of the 
Church as a hierarchy of privilege." 

The missioner must adopt a special atti
tude towards non-Christians, the document 
stated. His goal is not the same as that of 
the county agent, Peace Corps volunteer or 
social service worker, even though he is 
concerned with exactly the same human 
beings-as men, not just souls. "~vlissioners 
must bring a humble respect and esteem for 
other men and their values and a wise spirit 
of collaboration." 

Ultimately, the document said, "men will 
not feel that we are treating them as equals 
unless we come to them to learn as much 
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as we intend to teach. This demands not 
just a readiness to learn about people, the 
language and the culture, but more deeply 
n readiness to be changed and to grow." 

N. Z. METHODISTS 
ASK TROOP WITHDRAWAL 

The !vlethodist Conference of New Zea
land, at its annual conference, urged the 
withdrawal of New Zealand troops from 
Vietnam. 

It also resolved to ask The Methodist 
Church in the United States to urge Presi
dent Johnson to make a special Christmas 
pence gesture in Vietnam. 

The conference expressed "grave con
cern" at escalation of the war and the 
mounting toll of death and destruction. 

Declaring that the Church was convinced 
that peace could not come to Southeast 
Asia, nor the spread of communism be pre
vented, by action which increased the suf
fering and disruption of the Vietnamese 
people, Methodist delegates said that by 
withdrawing its troops New Zealand could 
take "a positive and effective part in bring
ing about a peaceful settlement." 

Earlier, delegates heard the Rev. Ernest 
Heppelthwaite, convener of the Church's 
International Relations Committee, charge 
that the allied governments had been guilty 
of "falsehood, misrepresentation and decep
tion"s to justify the support they gave to one 
side in the civil war. 

He also asserted that the element of the 
war that constituted the greatest threat to 
mankind was the stridently self-righteous 
attitude of the powers and factions involved. 

"The self-righteous attitude," he said, "re
fuses outside attempts to influence it, si
lences criticism from its friends, cannot 
respond to moral assessments, and refuses 
to admit wrong doing." 

The Rev. W. Selwyn Dawson said the 
world's Christian church does not support 
escalation by the United States and its 
allies. 

However, the Rev. A. Everill Orr com
plained he was becoming tired of "the con
tinual verbal bombardment of the United 
States." He said that never before had a 
nation given so much aid to other countries. 

The Rev. 0. M. Olds, in addressing dele
gates, said he blushed.with shame whenever 
the government said New Zealand should 
fight communism in Vietnam now rather 
than have to fight it on the beaches of its 
own country later on. "That is cowardly," 
he charged. (RNS) 

HOPE LUTHERAN COUNCIL 
MAY LEAD TO UNION 

Cautious hope that the newly formed 
Lutheran Council in the U.S.A. (LCUSA) 
might "in God's good time" lead to union of 
the four cooperating Church bodies has 
been expressed by the first president of the 
new Council. 

Dr. Malvin H. Lundeen, secretary of the 
Lutheran Church in America, said in an in
terview that he hoped by working together 
through the Council the four Lutheran 
groups might eventually reach the merger 
point. 

However, he said lie was "afraid" that 
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THE CHURCHES~ 
1VAH ON 
POVERTY 
LYLE E. SCHALLER. Should the churches 
participate in the government's anti
poverty programs? How should this 
participation be handl ed? In this timely 
report, Dr. Schaller outlines the problems 
and issues, methods a lready being 
used, and guidelines for this participation. 
First he treats the national and 
interdenominational movements against 
poverty, and then he discusses specific 
government programs in which the 
church might participate-VISTA, Head 
Start, migrant programs, job training, the 
rural front. Fina lly he examines the 
church-state issue and other problems 
and the need for the church to remember 
its first responsibility as spreader of the 
gospel. A thought-provoking study. 
160 pages. Paper, $1.95 

DIRECTION 
AND DESTINY 
MAXIE D. DUNNAM. "Setting the 
direction of our life is the most important 
single thing we can do." These 56 
meditations deal with how we can decide 
now to establish firm goals and decide 
to attain them. In each meditation, the 
author talks about one facet of this 
struggle for direction-dedication, 
determination to achieve, Christian 
commitment, discipline in our task, 
devotion to our aims. He also talks about 
the importance of finding joy in life 
as we proceed on the path toward our 
destiny. Fresh and helpful, these readings 
are equally useful for your own reading 
and for programs. 144 pages. $2.75 

CHANNELS OF 
CHALLENGE 
MAXIE D. DUNNAM. Are we really 
Christians if we fail to tell the world 
about our faith? The author firmly believes 
that we must share our faith . In these 
pages he talks about some of the areas 
in life in which we can witness for 
the relevance of Christianity to modern 
life-in our own actions, in dealing 
with others, in social concerns, in daily 
living, in meeting adversity, in showing 
our reliance on Christ in any situation. 
Together says that they are "fresh, 
making the point quickly and incisively, 
never belaboring it or stumbling." 
144 pages. $2.75 

1VHAT JESUS 
PROCLAlltlED 
RAY W. RAGSDALE. These messages are 
written about the very heart of 
Christianity-Christ's teachings in the 
New Testament. In each message, Dr. 
Ragsdale shows that Christ's words are not 
only simple and direct but just as vital 
today as they were two thousand years 
ago. Some of the topics discussed are 
the fatherhood of God, the brotherhood 
of man, character, service, prayer, 
faith, material possessions, God's will, 
divine and temporal love, eternal life, 
discipleship. From these discussions, we 
see how Christianity can be a personal, 
practical faith for everyday life. 160 
pages. $3.50 

THEDEATH 
OF GOB 
CONTROVERSY 
THOMAS W. OGLETREE. Would you like 
to know what the death-of-God 
theology is really all about? This clear 
and straightforward explanation tells you. 
The author first outlines the main 
themes of Altizer, Hamilton, and Van 
Buren-what they mean by the death
of-God, why they feel that God's 
death is necessary for the founding of 
the true Christianity, and what sort of 
church they hope for. Then he compares 
and contrasts the ir work and finally 
points out what effect it is likely to have 
on the church in the future . " ... the 
simplest, dearest, fairest review of 
the death-of-God controversy which has 
appeared to date."-The Christian 
Century. 128 pages. Paper, $1.45 

WINDOWS ON 
THE PASSION 
CHARLES C. WISE, JR. These six poetic 
meditations vividly portray some of the 
dramatic events in Christ's life leading 
th~ough Passion Week. Uniquely 
presented, they use dramatic monologues 
to show Christ through the eyes of 
those with Him during the events
Satan, Zacchaeus, the disciples, Pilate. 
Their viewpoint gives us a fresh and 

· revealing look at the significance of the 
temptation in the wilderness, the 
meeting with Zacchaeus, the Great 
Commandment and Last Supper, the trial, 
the Crucifixion, and the journey to 
Emmaus. 144 pages. $2.75 

At Your Cokesbury Bookstore 
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such a day was "quite a way off." 
Dr. Lundeen pointed out that pa1ticipa

tion in LCUSA is not a commitment to 
merge. Throughout negotiations leading to 
formation of the new Council-which on 
Jan. 1 will replace the present National 
Lutheran Council-it has been stressed that 
the agency will be an instrument for joint 
theological study and cooperative service 
programs, not union. 

In addition to the LCA, bodies participat
ing in the new Council are the American 
Lutheran Church, the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod and the Synod of Evangeli
cal Lutheran Churches. 

Dr. Lundeen, who was the last president 
of the former Augustana Lutheran Church, 
which merged into the LCA, said he 
thought the question of union might be 
raised if the participating bodies achieve 
enough doctrinal consensus to declare altar 
and pulpit fellowship-that is , to pe1mit an 
interchange of preachers and a sha1ing of 
altars. 

Such fellowship, he suggested, might 
come through the cooperative activities and 
study sponsored by the new Council. 

He expressed hope that the Council soon 
will move into two areas where cooperation 
is not now possible--campus ministry and 
the assignment of new American mission 
fields. 

Representatives of the four LCUSA mem
ber Churches and several hundred visitors 
at the Council's constituting convention 
here were told at a dinner that millions of 
Lutherans "seek a fuller embodiment of the 
oneness of the church" than that provided 
by the Council. 

The banquet speaker, Dr. Jerald C. 
Brauer, a prominent Lutheran theologian 
who is dean of the University of Chicago 
Divinity School, said large numbers of Lu
therans "will not be satisfied with fearful or 
half-hearted efforts. 

"Let us no longer be afraid of the word 
'union' or 'unionism' as we work together 
and study together," the theologian said. 
(R S) 

CATHOLICS, DISCIPLES 
PLAN ECUMENICAL CENTER 

Plans to make Indianapolis a national 
cen ter for theological study on an ecumeni
cal basis have been announced by officials 
of the Catholic Seminary Foundation of 
Indianapolis and Christian Theological 
Seminary of the Christian Churches (Dis
ciples of Christ). 

As a first step toward establishment of an 
interreligious theological center, it was an
nounced that the Catholic St. Maur's Theo
logical Seminary will move from South 
Union, Ky., to a site adjacent to the Dis
ciples' seminary. 

While the new facilities are being con
structed the Catholic seminary will use 
classrooms, offices and library of the Dis
ciples school-and facility-sharing will con
tinue even after the Catholic institution is 
complete, it was stated by Dr. Beauford A. 
Norris, president of Christian Theological. 

Dr. Norris also stated that the Disciples 
school is working with the Catholic semi-
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nary of Indianapolis to "bring a major con
centration of resources for theological edu
cation here" and "preparing a join t program 
of shaiing facilities to make Indianapolis a 
national center for these studies." 

Christian Theological also is a new semi
nary; the first buildings on a proposed $6.3 
million campus were dedicated this year. 

Father Mario W. Shaw, O.S.B., of In
dianapolis, a b·ustee of St. Maur's and co
ordinator of the seminary site purchase ar
rangement, was enthusiastic about ecumeni
cal prospects for the future. 

He expressed hope for broad Protestant
Catholic cooperation at the theological edu
cation center in the coming decade. 

Dr. Ronald E. Osborn , dean of Christian 
Theological and also president-elect of the 
Disciples, also hailed the cooperative ar
rangement, noting that the time has come 
when ministers no longer can be trained in 
isolation. 

"We need not only to study Catholicism," 
he said, "but to study with Roman Cath
olics." (R S) 

ECUMENISM MAJOR THEME 
OF REFORMATION FETE 

Several special ecumenical events are be
ing planned by Lutherans of the United 
States during celebration of the 450th an
niversary of the Protestant Reformation 
next year. 

One plan calls for a series of Lutheran
Roman Catholic "dialogues" in key cities 
across the nation, according to a report 
made at the constituting convention of the 
new Lutheran Council in the U.S.A. 

It also has been prosposed that the ob
servance be used to begin a long-range 
study in which Roman Catholic scholars 
would scrutinize Lutheran religious educa
tional materials for misleading statements 
that might lead to prejudice. Lutheran 
scholars would reciprocate by studying 
Catholic curriculum materials. 

A joint Catholic-Lutheran study of wor
ship also has been suggested . 

Dr. Malvin H. Lundeen of New York, 
chairman of the 450th anniversary commit
tee, told the convention that the observ
ance's emphasis will be on "repentance and 
renewal in the present generation rather 
than on 'rattling the bones of the con
troversial past.' " 

Dr. Lundeen said one of the objectives 
will be "to proclaim Jesus Christ the Lord 
of the Church and Savior of men, and to 
present the Christian faith winsomely and 
persuasively as God's greatest provision for 
man's deepest needs, both present and 
eternal." 

He said the observance also will seek "to 
stir Christian people to greater faithfulness 
and devotion, helping them to realize anew 
the richness of their heritage and the great
ness of the tasks to which God calls them in 
this day." 

Art exhibits, musical presentations, com
munity services and radio and television 
programs will be used to convey the mes
sage of renewal, Dr. Lundeen said. Three 
hymns have been commissioned for the ob
servance. 

DON'T BE DEAF! 
TEAR OUT THIS AO! 
If you act now, you can get a won
derful FREE 16-page book that 
may help you hear again - with 
both ears. Know who's talking, 
where sounds come from, and 
what's been said. 

Simple words and pictures show 
amazing new Beltone aids created 
for folks who won't wear a hearing 
aid for fear of being conspicuous. It 
may be the answer to your prayers! 
Write for it today. 

For your second chance at hap
piness at home, with friends, at 
work- write for this valued Beltone 
book, "Welcome Back to the World 
of Sound," sent in plain wrapper, 
Dept. 4117, Beltone Electronics 
Corp., 4201 West Victoria, Chi
cago, Ill. 60646. 

EXECUTIVES WANTED 
F ull- time pos itions available w ith the Boy 
Scouts of America . Challe ng ing work wi th 
people. Li fe-Jong. profess iona l serv ice career. 
E xcellent benefi ts. Age 21-35 . College degree. 
Scouting knowledge helpful. Geographic 
choice. Write : Dept. RH-1, P ersonn el Di
vis ion, N ational Council , Boy Scouts of Amer
ica, N ew Bru nswick, N.J. 08903 . 

AROUND-THE-WORLD-TOUR 
18th annua l around-the-world-tour . A ll expense and 
economica l , includes sightseeing and conferences wi th 
H eads of St2tes, Ambassadors, Editors, Educators, 
Miss ionaries, 16 Exotic countries~ee H OLY LAND , 
Japan, Formosa, H ong Kong, T hailand, India , Nepal, 
Egypt , Greece, etc . Optiom l retu rn via RUSS IA . 
Jul y J departu re. 7 wonderful weeks. ( Also 31-day 
H oly La nd T our , departure June JO) . Write for folder . 

BRYAN WORLD TOUR 
1880C Cage Blvd., Tope ka , Kansas 

ADDED INCOME 
Sell Roll-W r ites for Desks, Telephone a nd 
Ki tchen N otes . They sell for $1.00 a nd you 
make 40¢ on each Roll-W r ite 

Write for inf ormation 

George Winston Roll-Write Co. Dept. W 
P . 0. Box 701, Lynchburg, Va . 24505 

FUNERAL FUNDS 
APPLY BY MAIL TO AGE 10- FOR UP TO moo 

NO AGENT WILL CALL . NO MEDICAL EXAM. Sup· 
plement Socia l Security to hel p surv ivors meet you r 
afte r·death b i l ls, debts or fami ly needs. Leoa l re· 
serve l ife insurance pays in a ll states for dea th from 
any cause , except during the fi rs t policy yea r for 
either suicide or death from undi sclosed pre-exi sting 
hea lth cond itions. li fet ime rote guaranteed . Applica
tion moil ed to you . No obliga tion . Mo il you r name, 
a ddress, and yea r of birth w ith this ad to Grea t 
Lokes Insurance Ca., Elo in, Ill. 60120 . Dept. A58X2 

R OBES 
Wide s ty le selec ti o n . Fin es t 
materials. Master tailoring. F air 
p ri ces. Writ e for c at a log a nd 
swatch es. State name of church 
and whether fo r pulpit or ch oir. 

De Moulin Bros.&Co. 
1140 So. 4th St., Greenville, Ill. 

47 



48 

Do something special 
for your church .. . 

As a member of a church school class, WSCS, Wesleyan Service Guild, 
men's club, official board, or other church group, you can help your church 
acquire copies of the new revised edition of The 111 ethodist Hymnal.* These 
beautiful new hymnals are designed both in size and colors to match The 
Book of Worship and Cokesbury Pew Bibles. All three belong in your church's 
pew. 

Acquiring the new hymnals is an excellent project for your group to spon
sor-an opportunity to make a lasting contribution to more meaningful 
worship for your entire congregation. For helpful information on project 
ideas, write the Cokesbury Regional Service Center serving your area. 

* Because of the tremendous response, orders received prior to publication 
have created a backlog that will require several months to fill. An order 
placed now will be shipped at the earliest possible date. 

iJ•··············································································································································································••J 

• 
Orcler from the Regional Service Center serving your area 

' . 
. 

1910 Main Street Filth and Groce Streets 1661 North Northwest Hwy. 
Dallas, Texas 75221 Richmond, Va. 23216 Park 'Ridge, Ill. 60068 

1600 Queen Anrie Road 201 Eighth Avenue, South 85 McAllister Street 
Teaneck, N.J. 07666 Nashville, Tenn. 37203 San Francisco, Calif. 94102 
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Theme of the observance will be "Life 
... New Life." 

Next year's observance will mark the 
450th anniversary of Martin Luther's post
ing of 95 theses on the door of the Catholic 
church in Wittenberg, Germany, generally 
considered the start of the Protestant Ref
ormation. ( RNS) 

SURPRISE VOICED 
AT EUB VOTE 

Surprise that the Evangelical United 
Brethren General Conference did not "re
ject emphatically" the plan of union with 
The Methodist Church is the reaction of the 
Methodist magazine Concern to the recent 
union meetings. 

An article by Editor Allan R. Brockway 
says the projected union is clouded by what 
it says of the Methodist stance on segrega
tion and on the ecumenical movement. The 
article appears in the Dec. 1 issue of Con
cern, published semi-monthly by the Meth
odist Board of Christian Social Concerns. 

Pointing out that the EUBs voted for 
union by a margin of only sixteen votes, 
Brockway wonders why they did not de
feat it since: "The EUB gave up everything 
unique to the denomination. The result is 
the first step toward a new 'united' organi
zation that is actually a slightly larger Meth
odist church at the cost of the death of 
EUB." 

He holds that the EUBs "succumbed at 
every substantial point of difference"
terms of bishops' service and selection of 
district superintendents particularly-al
though the name was a compromise. This 
resulted largely, according to the article, 
from a "weighting" of the rules in favor of 
the proposed plan, which in tum was al
most entirely along Methodist lines. Those 
who disagreed with any portion "could ex
press their dissatisfaction only by a negative 
vote on the entire union proposal." 

Brockway says that Methodist action to 
keep de-segregation of annual conferences 
voluntary means the church moves into 
union "with its segregated structure intact 
or strengthened," and that the union's elimi
nation of the Central Jurisdiction "is not 
equivalen t to an inclusive church." 

As to ecumenicity, the article says Gen
eral Conference handling of the plan puts 
other participants in the nine-denomination 
Consultation on Church Union on notice 
"that Methodists handle union negotiations 
like the child who takes his toys and goes 
home when others won't play by his rules." 

CONFERENCE MERCERS 
ADVANCE IN SE 

Mergers of four Methodist annual confer
ences in North Carolina and Virginia, to 
make the first de-segregated conferences in 
the Southeastern Jurisdiction, have cleared 
another hurdle. 

The church's Judicial Council has ruled 
that a two-thirds vote was not necesary in 
each of the four conferences, but only two
thirds of the total votes cast in the three re
ceiving conferences, as well as two-thirds in 
the transferring unit. 

Transfer of North Carolina-Virginia Con-
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ference from Central (Negro) Jurisdiction 
into Southeastern Jurisdiction and its 
merger with North Carolina, Western North 
Carolina and Virginia Conferences was 
voted on last summer. All gave the plan a 
majority, but North Carolina did not reach 
the two-thirds favorable vote that some of
ficials thought was needed. That conference 
asked for a legal ruling to clarify the situa
tion. 

The merger could take place sometime in 
1967. It still requires approval by two-thirds 
of the members of Central Jurisdiction an
nual conferences, to be released from that 
jurisdiction. The vote will be taken in the 
spring and early summer. 

A similar aggregate two-thirds vote is 
necessary in the receiving jurisdiction, 
Southeastern, but that approval is believed 
to have been carried last June in South
eastern conferences' strong approval of a 
resolution which invited Negro conferences 
to transfer into Southeastern and then 
merge as agreements were attained with 
overlapping Southeastern conferences. 

The validity of this in relation to the 
orth Carolina-Virginia merger was not 

considered in the Judicial Council's deci
sion. 

The merger will involve some 19,025 
Negro members of about 200 churches and 
nearly 850,000 members of predominantly 
white churches. Under its terms, Negro 
ministers would have the same rights, 
privileges and obligations as the white min
isters in the conferences to which they 
would move, and members of conference 
boards would be chosen without regard to 
race. The plan does not call for merger of 
congregations "until such time as a more 
favorable climate has been created." 

ACENCIES TO SPONSOR 
CHRISTIAN UNITY STUDY 

Four national Methodist agencies are co
operating in guiding a church-wide, two
year study of Christian unity beginning this 
autumn. 

Joining in the sponsorship of the study 
are the Woman's Division and the Joint 
Commission on Education and Cultivation 
of the Board of Missions, the General Board 
of Lay Activities, the J)ivision of the Local 
Church of the General Board of Education, 
and the Commission on Ecumenical Affairs. 

"We hope that through this study Meth
odists will gain a better knowledge of what 
Christian unity means for them, and the 
church," said the Rev. Dr. Robert W. Hus
ton, general secretary of the Commission on 
Ecumenical Affairs which has its head
quarters here. 

Chief resource for the study will be a book 
by the Rev. Dr. Albert C. Outler of South
ern Methodist University's Perkins School of 
Theology faculty-That the Work/. May Be
lieve. A study guide has been prepared by 
Dr. Dorothy McConnell, associate general 
secretary of the Board of Missions and head 
of its Woman's Division. 

Other resources will be utilized also, Dr. 
Huston said, including materials prepared 
by the nine-denomination Consultation on 
Church Union. 

NEW! 
GOLDEN 

"PRAYING HANDS" PEN 
Reproduction of well-known " Pray
ing Hands," by Albrecht Durer, 
sculptured in metal on the cl ip. 

A desirable and useful memento of 
church anniversaries and other spe
cial events. 

WRITE TODAY-for Free SAMPLE 
PEN and full details of our sales 
program . 

COLLINGWOOD CORP. 
Dept. W.O. 44 Warren Street 
Providence, Rhode Island 02901 

As a part of the study, more than 500 per
sons are being invited to attend a conference 
March 9-10, 1967, in Cincinnati, Ohio, on 
the theme "Educating for Ecumenism." In
cluded in the conference will be representa
tives of the annual conference and jurisdic
tion missions and Woman's Society struc
tures, conference lay leaders and directors of 
Methodist Men, conference board of educa
tion chairmen and executive secretaries, and 
conference ecumenical affairs chairmen. 

Focus at the conference will be on review
ing ecumenism in its world dimension, ex
amining The Methodist Church's involve
ment in the ecumenical movement in this 
country, and suggesting responsibilities and 
opportunities for local church action. The 
faculty for the conference will be inter-faith 
in make-up and include leaders known for 
their ecumenical orientation, including 
Father Gregory Baum of the Center for 
Ecumenical Studies at the University of 
Toronto's St. Michael's College. 

In addition to this conference, Christian 
unity will be the primary emphasis in study 
and discussion during 100 regional and an
nual conference Woman's Society Schools of 
Christian Mission in the summer of 1967. 
About 20,000 women attend these schools 
each year. 

Copies of Dr. Outler's book and other 
study materials have been sent to key Meth
odist leaders. All agencies involved in spon-
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sorship of the study will work through 
their regular channels to involve leaders in 
Methodism's 39,000 local churches and to 
issue specific invitations to the Cincinnati 
conference. 

D. E. REDMOND LEAVES 
MISSIONS STAFF 

One of the principal executives of the 
Methodist Board of Missions, the Rev. Dr. 
Donald E. Redmond, is leaving the staff of 
the Board in New York to return to his home 
annual conference in Texas. 

Effective December 15, Dr. Redmond 
will become district superintendent of the 
Corpus Christi District of the Southwest 
Texas Methodist Conference. The appoint
ment was announced by Bishop 0. Eugene 
Slater of the San Antonio-Northwest Texas 
Area. Dr. Redmond succeeds the Rev. Dr. 
Darrel Gray. 

Dr. Redmond has been on the executive 
staff of the Board of Missions for six years, 
the last two of which he has been executive 
secretary of the Section of Cultivation and 
director of the Department of the Advance 
in the Joint Commission on Education and 
Cultivation. Before that, he was director of 
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Without a will, your 
lifetime of Christian 
stewardship can be 
wiped out overnight 
All your life you've been prudent in 
your use of this world's goods. By 
regular saving and modest investing, 
you've assured your family a life free 
of worry. You've always given back 
to God through His church a portion 
of His good gifts. 

But suppose you leave no will? 
What happens at your life's end? 
Depending on local laws, the state 
may provide only meagerly for your 
loved ones. Your church may receive 
nothing at all. 

The World Division urges you to 
seek competent legal counsel in draw
ing a will which will protect those you 
love, and also perpetuate your life
time of stewardship through the 
church. Write today for complete 
information on the many forms your 
bequest may take, along with the 
booklet, "Well done ... " 

WORLD DIVISION 
OF THE BOARD OF MISSIONS 
OF THE METHODIST CHURCH 

Dr. Ashton A. Almand, Treasurer, 
Dept. WO.J7 

475 Riverside Dr., New York, N. Y. 10027 

the Advance Department of the Board's Di
vision of World Missions. 

RECENT DEATHS INCLUDE 
MANY NOTABLES 

The Rev. Jay Samuel Stowell, 83, 
writer, speaker, publicist and interpreter 
with the Board of Missions from 1920 to 
1953, died in St. Petersburg, Fla., October 
4. 

Dr. Stowell, ordained as a Congregational 
minister in 1912 and a home missions ex
ecutive for the United Presbyterian Church 
for four years, began his long career as a 
Methodist executive in 1916, when he 
joined the staff of the Board of Sunday 
Schools of the former Methodist Episcopal 
Church as an editorial writer. In 1920 he 
became an executive of the Board of Home 
Missions and Church Extension, where he 
served as director of publicity, editor and 
speaker. When three branches of Method
ism united in 1939 he became director of 
the Department of Field Cultivation of the 
new Board of Missions, in which post he de
veloped and administered an extensive 
speakers' bureau on missions. He retired in 
1953. An author, Dr. Stowell wrote The 
Child and America's Future, ]. W. Thinks 
Black (about the problems of a Negro boy 
in 1922) and a manual for Sunday school 
superintendents which is still in use. 

The Rev. Dr. Elbert M. Moffatt, 82, 
missionary to India for thirty-three years 
and business manager of the Board for three 
years, passed away in Columbia, S.C., Octo
ber 4. 

Dr. Moffatt, who first went to India in 
1911 under the auspices of the Young Men's 
Christian Association, began Methodist mis
sionary service there in 1920. Most of his 
work was in the field of education, though 
he also worked in finance, administration 
and publishing. His varied service included 
being: dean of commerce faculty at Luck
now Christian College, district superinten
dent of the Almora and Sitapur districts, 
treasurer of the World Division for all of 
India (handling millions of dollars in mis
sion funds from America) and superinten
dent of the Methodist Publishing House in 
Lucknow. He served on the executive board 
of The Methodist Church in India and 
helped to organize a large-scale relief opera
tion in Asia during World War II. He was 
at the Board of Missions headquarters in 
New York from 1947-50 as business man
ager and returned to India for six years' . 
service before retiring in 1956. 

Mrs. Harriet Elenor Lyons, 90, a mis
sionary to India, Singapore and the Philip
pines for thirty-eight years, died in Los 
Angeles, Calif., also on October 4. 

Mrs. Lyons served as a missionary to 
India for a year before her marriage in 1900 
to the Rev. Ernest S. Lyons. They served as 
a missionary couple in Singapore until 1903, 
when they were transferred to the Philip
pines for thirty-four subsequent years' ser
vice. He died in 1948. 

The Rev. Dr. Marshall J. Murphree, 
76, a missionary to Rhodesia for thirty-seven 
years, died in Oneonta, Ala., October 7. 

Dr. Murphree retired in 1957 after thirty
seven years of service in Rhodesia in the 

fields of Christian education, publishing and 
Christian family life. For many years, he 
was principal of the Hartzell Training 
School and director of the Old Umtali Bibi
cal Institute, both at the Old Umtali Meth
odist center. The Biblical Institute has 
trained many of the Methodist ministers in 
Rhodesia. He was director of Christian edu
cation for the Rhodesia Methodist Confer
ence, manager of the Rhodesia Mission 
Press and director of programs for strength
ening Christian family life. 

Born in Oneonta, Dr. Murphree was edu
cated at Taylor University and the Boston 
University School of Theology. Surviving 
are his wife, a daughter and two sons. 

Dr. Ceorge Way Harley, 72, Methodist 
miss'ionary to Liberia, subject of newspaper 
and magazine articles, and recipient of 
honors from church, government and uni
versity, died November 7 at his home in 
Lancaster, Va., of a heart attack. 

An authority in many fields other than his 
chosen profession of medicine, Dr. Harley 
served as a Methodist missionary to Liberia 
from 1926 until his retirement in 1960. He 
pioneered in the development of the Canta . 
mission center in the interior of Liberia, and 
served there during all of his . missonary 
career. Today Canta is one of the largest 
centers of Methodist work in Africa. 

Though a medical missionary, Dr. Harley 
did much of the work of building the Canta 
mission center himself. Out of his physical, 
mental and spiritual labors came a hospital, 
a church, a nurses' training school, a lep
rosarium, a school, a brick and tile yard, a 
sawmill, shops and other buildings. He 
trained Liberians to do many types of work 
in all phases of the operation of the mission 
center, and became a recognized authority 
on Liberian tribal customs, languages, folk
lore and tropical diseases. 

Dr. Harley was skilled in many fields-as 
physician, carpenter, plumber, architect, 
anthropologist, mechanic, blacksmith, 
farmer and cartographer (his map of the 
roads and trails of Liberia was for many 
years a standard reference). He was also an 
author, of Native African Medicine and 
Tribes of the Liberian Hinterland (the lat
ter with George Schwab). 

Dr. Harley received many honors during 
his life of missionary service, and later in re
tirement. In 1960 Liberia's President Wil
liam V. S. Tubman presented one of the 
highest awards his nation can bestow
Knight with Great Band of the Liberian 
Humane Order of African Redemption. In 
1961 he received the "Methodist of the 
Year" award from WonLD OUTLOOK, Meth
odist magazine of missions. His alma mater, 
Duke University at Durham, N.C., twice 
honored Dr. Harley. He received the honor
ary doctor of humanities degree in 1957, 
and in the summer of 1966 was recognized 
on the fiftieth anniversary of his graduation. 

The story of Dr. Harley's pioneering work 
has been told in Together, Coronet, The 
Reader's Digest, the New York Times and in 
many other publications, on television and 
in Edward Hume's book, Doctors Coura
geous. He was listed in 'Vho's Who in Amer
ica. 

WORLD OUTLOOK 
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AFFLUENCE AND POVERTY: Dilemma for Christians - ~-... . 
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Twelve inch record 33 1/3 Sale $4 

Nine recorded interviews on affluence and poverty, 
conducted by Eric Robinson, the Man with a Mike. 
Produced to accompany the 1966-67 Methodist Mis
sion Study Book, 

Keepers of the Poor 
by Dr. J. Edward Carothers 

Use this to introduce important issues and stimulate 
discussion. Hear the author discuss the central theme: 
The attitudes of the prosperous keep the poor in pov
erty. Order Speak Up on Poverty, and hear a victim of 
poverty tell what it's like. 
Hear from Skid Row, community centers, Brazil, Japan, Africa, Henderson Settlement in Appalachia. Authentic in
terviews with missionaries, national Christians. and others who know poverty up close and describe it vividly. 

READ UP 
ON POVERTY 

Keepers of the Poor Paperback $1 

Keepers of the Poor is the provocative study book 
which tackles some of the root causes of poverty and 
examines why church people look away from their 
own responsibility. Dr. J. Edward Carothers, who heads 
the National Division of the Methodist Board of Mis
sions, writes from a background of both parish ministry 
and of national responsibility. He heads the Anti
Poverty Task Force of the National Council of Churches, 
and knows the everyday life of America's hidden poor. 
This is the Methodist supplementary book for the in
t~rdenominational study prepared by Friendship Press. 
Guide by Richard Edgar for Keepers of the Poor $.35. 

These materials were produced as supplements to the interdenominational study "Affluence and Poverty: Dilemma 
for Christians." 

For additional resources including the Friendship Press materials and other audio-visuals, order from Service Center, 
7820 Reading Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45237. The above materials may be ordered from this address. Please en.close 
payment. 
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