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IT HURTS to think that we haven't helped them more. But the crux of the matter is that one of the top priority needs 
for Africa is well-trained national Christian leadership. While there are a number of Christians in the Portuguese Afri

can colony of Mozambique, there is a gnawing urgency fo'r more well-trained African Christian leaders. 

At Ricatla 's Union Seminary, about 13 miles from Lourenco Marques, one-year Leadership Course in theory and 
practice is planned to train young Africans to serve with faith and technical competence. This is right at the heart of 
the church's crusade. United States Methodists are asked to contribute $1,580 for scholarship and training expenses. 
Upon completion of studies there is a year of field work, with local churches providing room and board for the stu
dents . . 

Recently in a seminar discussing nation building, a young African expressed the desperation of endless re,liance 
upon others for aid and assistance. He listened carefully to a description of the promised fruits of modern technol
ogy-computers to relieve the brain of tedious calculation, atomic power to run industr!es, less toil, more money, 
more leisure. 

"But," he said, "who ow:is and controls the new technology? We don't, and never will. Afric<:>.n nations will be 
exploited to provide raw materials for the giant machines overseas." 

His youthful impatience may soon be harnessed for the gain of Mozambique and the church. And some of the 
money needed to underwrite a Leadership Training Course could help to meet this imperative need. 

For this task costing $1,580 send your Advance Special gifts in any amount, marked PROJECT OF THE MONTH, to: 

~ 
Treasurer 

Board of Missions of The Methodist Church 

475 Riverside Drive 

New York, New York 10027 
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I THIS MONTH I 
Someone has said that the season of 

Christmas is the h·ue climate of the soul. \Ve 
are not sure how theologically adequate a 
statement that is but certainly the Advent 
and Christmas seasons are an important part 
of that climate. This month we hope to 
bring you a Chrishnas garland. 

On the letters page, we have culled out 
letters telling about special Christmas cus
toms and services in many lnnds, for your 
use in Christmas programs. 

The poems under the overall title of "The 
Glow of Chdshnas" might also find a pince 
in your Chrishnas programs as might the 
special meditation by Florence Hooper, "An 
Ancient Rule, Forever Relevant." To many 
of our long-time readers, Miss Hooper's 
meditations are among the more pleasant 
traditions of the Chrishnas season. 

Universal Bible Sunday on December 11 
brings opportunities for special programs. 
This year marks the one hundred and fiftieth 
anniversary of the American Bible Society 
and recent announcements from the Vatican 
looking forward to a common Bible for all 
Christians heighten the significance of that 
anniversary. Ile sure to read lviiss \Vatson's 
story about the Bible Society. 

A reflection of the Christmas season is 
Sam Tamashiro's photo essay, "The Gift." 
No more need be said. 

The concluding portion of Colin Morris' 
exegesis of 'The Rule of God Over the 
World of Nations" is also, to an extent, a 
piece about Christmas, for Mr. Morris is 
working out what the incarnation means in 
the world that we live in. 

Not so closely related to the Christmas 
season but a perenially fascinating subject is 
the relationship between modem psy
chological ideas and the h"aditional Chris
tian concepts of sin and salvation. Dr. 
Stringham is well equipped to relate these 
two areas. A missionary and a psychiatrist, 
he has served in both China and India as 
well as in private practice in the United 
States. 

Amy Lee continues her articles on the 
American Indians with a visit to Oklahoma. 
The Oklahoma Indian Mission Conference 
is an old acquaintance of our readers but we 
like to visit there from time to time. 

Finally, Chrishnas is a season to be con
cerned about our fellow men. Our United 
Nations story this month is a perfect ex
ample of this concern on the international 
level. \Vorking to improve the world's food 
supply is a fine example of the Chrishnas 
spirit. 

PHOTOCRAPHIC CREDITS 
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CHRISTMAS HIGHLIGHTS AT 
GEORGIA SCHOOL 

\Ve began our preparation for the Christmas 
season on the first Sunday of Advent, by light
ing the candles on the Advent wreaths on the 
dining tables. 

A play entitled "Come to the Stable" was 
presented on December 5 by the seventh and 
eighth grade students. 

Bishop John Owen Smith addressed our 
school with a timely message on December 7, 
at a special assembly. 

Members of the Future Teachers Club and 
the Tri-Hi-Y visited the senior citizens at the 
County Home, and Odd Fellows Home, to con
duct a program of worship and carol-singing. 

All of us at Vashti wish you great joy this 
Christmas tide. As Henry Van Dyke wrote: 
"\Vlzatever ioy or success comes to you, I slzall 
be glad." 

DOROTHY MARIE vVATSON, Superintendent 
Vashti School, Thomasville, Georgia 

PRE-HOLIDAY PARTIES AT 
EPWORTH VILLAGE 

Epworth Village has pre-holiday parties, one 
for each house. There are two cottages for boys, 
two for girls. 

Generous Methodist women of the Societies 
and Guilds, with other interested friends, send 
in gifts, which are sorted out by the staff mem
bers. 

Our pre-Christmas dinner is very special. 
Each child is given the privilege of inviting one 
adult to be his guest at this time. Uusually a 
child will invite his school teacher, or his Sun
day school teacher. But sometimes a child will 
surprise us by inviting his dentist. 

BETTY BARNES 
Director of Social Service 
Epworth Village, York, Nebraska 

CHRISTMAS CLOTHES IN COSTA RICA 
At Christmas time every one thinks of chil

dren. The children of our church will have a 
party prepared for them by their Sunday school 
teachers. Many of the children will be wearing 
new clothes. In very large families, only fifty 
percent of the members will have something 
new-the other members will have to wait until 
next Christmas for their turn at new clothing. 

Christmas is also a time for goodies, such as 
tamales wrapped in banana leaves. 

We hope that you will remember Costa Rica 
in your prayers. 

HERB AND ANN TAVENNER 
Apartado 2212, San Jose, Costa Rica 

CHRISTMAS STORY SCENES IN ALGERIA 
The arrival of Christmas among the Chris

tians of Kabylia means the advent of merri
ment. 

There are few pine trees. Olive branches 
might make appropriate Christmas evergreens. 

This is a country where one may sec scenes 
similar to Bible scenes acted out daily, and all 
the vivid details of the story of the birth of 
Jesus take on new, rich meaning. 

THE HuGn JonNSONS 
Mission Mcthodiste, Ft. National ( G.K.) 
Algeria, North Africa 

THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE IN ANGOLA 
The excellent programs put on by the various 

station schools added greatly to the real spirit of 
Christmas. 

On Christmas morning there was an over
flowing crowd in the central church. The church 
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was decorated with papaya and banana trees, 
palm branches, and summer flowers, inter
mingled with cypress branches. 

The youth choir sang, as never before, "Glory 
to God in the Highest." 

THE SCHAADS 
C. P. 9, Malange, Angola, Africa 

MEMORABLE CHRISTMAS SUPPER 
IN THE JAPANESE HILLS 

Our Sunday school is held in a thatched-roof 
farm house, high on the crest of a hill overlook
ing terraced rice fields. 

At Christmas time we told the Christmas 
story to the thirty children gathered there, and 
sang carols. The children presented a simplified 
play by Tolstoi. 

It was growing dark, and we were preparing 
to leave, when we were told that the mothers 
of the children were preparing dinner for every
body. So we stayed, and were served hot soup, 
beef stew, pickles, and a large "decoration cake" 
-a decided luxury in Japan. 

Later, as we were driving away dO\yn a 
snow-covered valley flooded with moon-light 
we had a warm feeling as we thought that the 
Buddhist ladies of that village had cared 
enough to prepare such a good meal for us. 

LUCETTA HARKNESS 
11 Konno-cha, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo, Japan 

245 CHRISTMAS DINNERS IN NEPAL 
Our Nepali friends are keeping us well in

formed as to happenings, especially Rachel, our 
hostess. Two hundred and forty-five persons 
were fed a Christmas dinner. This was made 
possible by one of our generous friends from 
Lancaster, who always foots the bill. 

\Ve rejoice to have had the wonderful privi
lege of working in Nepal, and of having now 
the privilege of being able to tell the wondrous 
story at home. 

ELIZADETH AND EDGAR MILLER 
Route 1, Liverpool, Pennsylvania 17045 

WHAT CHRISTMAS BRINGS TO TAIWAN 
Christmas brought to Taiwan a Christmas 

Eve candlelight service; baptisms; and the chil
dren's creche program, with hundreds of people 
crowding in to see it. 

It brought a church family party; all-night 
carolling by the young people; and a Christmas 
program at the hospital for lepers. 

Clothing and food were collected and dis-
tributed to many in need. 

ELLEN M. STUDLEY 
No. 20, Lane 143 
Hsin Sheng South Road, Section I 
Taiwan, Taipei, Republic of China 

"TURN NOT AWAY" FROM THE 
"HERCULEAN TASKS IN ARGENTINA" 

Four dedicated people are doing the first 
church work among the Toba Indian people of 
northern Argentina. 

l\'1iss Elizabeth Stauffer is a Swiss missionary 
nurse. At the same station arc Dr. and Mrs. 
Cicchetti, and Miss Ruth Clark, a Methodist 
missionary from the United States. 

These leaders are facing herculean tasks in 
a battle against disease, poverty, and ignorance. 

There is an eighty percent illiteracy rate. 
Ninety percent of the Tobas have (or have 
had) tuberculosis. Ten percent have leprosy. 
The infant mortality rate is high. 

Many churches in Argentina arc sending 
food, medicines, sheets, and money to help in 
this mission. Colcgio Ward (Methodist) in 
Buenos Aires has sent 406 pounds of powdered 
milk to the clinic, for Toba children. 

During the Christmas season, as we partake 
of the bounty about us, let us not turn indiffcr-

ently away from those who remain deprived 
of even their most fundamental needs. 

HELEN AND DELBERT ASAY 
Suiza 599, Ramos Mejia 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 

RICE IN KOREA FOR CHRISTIANS 
AND NON-CHRISTIANS 

Many of you helped to make Christmas a 
wonderful season in Korea, by sending us boxes 
of clothing, soap, and candy; gifts; and money. 

We gave gifts to 225 people-including some 
very poor children who attend a night school in 
an unheated tent. Korea grips one's heart! 

\Vith money for relief, which came through 
l\lethodist Church giving, we bought rice for 
the poor in our church, and also an equal 
amount of rice for the non-Christian poor in 
the community. 

MARGARET MARTIN 
2853 N. E. 56th Ave., Portland, Oregon 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS IN SIBU 
Christmas time brings a flurry of church and 

home activities here in rural Borneo. 
Nature cooperates, providing us with tower

ing, gloriously red poinsettia plants, and snowy 
white gardenia bushes. 

\Ve pray that Christ will be made welcome 
in the hearts and homes of more families than 
ever this year. 

THE \VIANT FAllIILY 
Bukit Lan Methodist Service Centre 
Methodist Office, P. 0. Box 155 
Sibu, Sarawak, Malaysia 

MOONLIGHT CAVALCADE TO INDIAN 
VILLAGE AT CHRISTMAS TIME 

One Christmas our hostel children pied that 
they be allowell. to set aside one measure of 
raw grain from each meal's allotment, to be 
given to needy Christian villagers. 

On the evening of the Christmas program we 
all were invited to the village. It was a crisp, 
moonlit night. Boys and girls from the hostel, 
the district superintendent, the teachers-we 
made quite a cavalcade, traveling in ox carts or 
afoot. 

In the village we found the people assem
bling between two mud homes. The courtyard 
had been swept, bamboo mats were spread out. 

The villagers enacted for us the story of the 
first Christmas. There was a rough manger 
filled with rice straw, and in it was a kicking 
brown baby. At the close of the drama the pas
tor suggested that the people might have some 
gifts for the Babe of Bethlehem. Several fami
lies gave small offerings of grain; a chicken and 
eggs were offered. One family brought a pump
kin that had grown over their grass roof. 

Then the hostel children announced that they 
had gifts to give. Into a cloth held out by the 
head of each family, the girls measured out 
grain. It was difficult to tell which group was 
happier-the villagers or the hostel children. 

LOUISE CAl\!PDELL 
1017 Napier Town, Jabalpur, M. P., India 

THE MUSIC OF CHRISTMAS 
IN THE CONGO 

Last Christmas Eve fifty Congolese voices 
rang out in an impressive outdoor performance 
in Luluabourg. 

These were voices of students at the Union 
Secondary School at Kah1bc, united in a Christ
mas musical program. The Christmas songs 
were from Europe, from America, and from 
Africa-the latter being especially written for 
this occasion, by African writers and composers. 

The chorus was accompanied by an African 
orchestra. The musical instruments included 
piano, violin, accordion, clarinet, and drums. 

EDITH l\IARTIN 
622 North Cherry, Harrison, Arkansas 
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POPULATION DILEl\11\IA IN LATIN 
AMERICA, edited by J. l\layone Stycos 
and Jorge Arias. \Vashington, D.C. 
1966: Potomac Books, Inc., 24-9 
pages, S2.4·5 (paper). 

The population of Latin Amedca is grow
ing at a rate faster than has been observed 
anywhere at any time. This fact is not only 
giving demographers an interesting phe
nomenon for study but is challenging econo
mists, educators, housing authorities, public 
health experts, and religious leaders. 

Here are ten papers written by popula
tion experts for the Pan American Assembly 
on Population held in Cali, Colombia in Au
gust 1965. The first three papers give proof 
of this greatly increased rate of growth 
based on reports published in the Demo
graphic Yearbooks of the United Nations, 
recent census figures, and studies made by 
the Latin American Center of Demography 
{CELADE) in Santiago, Chile. In the next 
four, experts in economics, health, housing 
and education discuss some of the resultant 
problems, and in the final section a priest, a 
biologist and a sociologist discuss possible 
solutions. The authors give proof to show 
that it is the increased rate of population 
growth which is causing the problems, not 
the size of the population. There is no close 
relation between population density and 
6'COnomic prosperity. Neither is there a 
clearly defined relation between urbaniza
tion and economic prosperity. (The degree 
of urbanization in Argentina, Chile and 
Uruguay is surpassed only by that of Aus
tralia and new Zealand). A 3 percent in
crease in the national income will bring 
no improvement in living conditions if the 
population grows at the same rate! Slower 
growth means larger savings and invest
ment and a population with more of its 
members in the working years of life. Hous
ing, education and health, already below 
the minimum standards established by the 
United Nations, will require an increase of 
3 percent investment per year just to con
tinue the same inadequate provisions if the 
population increases at 3 percent. 

As the authors point out, if the difficulty 
is caused by the high rate of population 
growth, the answer will be to reduce this 
rate. No one is ready to consider raising the 
death rate. Emigration is no longer a viable 
solution since it is in these very countries 
that there would be more room for immigra
tion. This leaves a reduction in the birth rate 
as the only real solution. The cultural and 
religious heritage in the Latin American 
countries complicates the problem. How
ever, the more open position which the 
Church is assuming, the interest of univer
sities in conducting scientific research in the 
population field, a public awakening to the 
advantage of family planning, the availa
bility of more effective contraceptive prod
ucts, and the active programs for family 
planning which are being developed by gov
ernment and private agencies give hope for 
a new day. 

Marian Derby 

DECE~IBER 1966 

COLONIALISl\I AND CHRISTIAN l\IIS
SIONS by Stephen Neill. New York, 
1966: l\lcGraw-Hill; 445 pages, $7.95. 

It is seldom that a definitive work is also 
easily readable. Bishop Stephen Neill, Pro
fessor of Missions at the University of Ham
burg, has accomplished this feat in this 
much needed book on the history of colonial
ism as it relates to missionary work through
out the world. Those who have appreciated 
the sound scholarship and lucid style of his 
earlier books (The Christian Society, et al.) 
will find the same standard here. He not 
only includes a great amount of historical 
material as he traces the missionary en
deavor on each continent, but gives helpful 
critiques of each situation as it is presented. 

His opening chapter on the colonial idea 
is an excellent, brief history of colonialism 
dealing with the Greeks and their colonies, 
the Romans, and the trading posts. He gives 
adequate attention to the role of the Church 
after the crusades with special reference to 
the rise of Islam and the effect it had on the 
missionary efforts of Christendom. He points 
out that "in the Middle Ages all history was 
Church history" and ·he tells carefully and 
accurately the story of this period. He traces 
the colonization of the \Vestern world by 
describing the role of the Crown, the place 
of the colonists, and the relation of the 
Church to the aboriginal inhabitants. His 
analysis of the role of the Jesuits (page 
64 ff) is especially perceptive and is a cor
rective to other Protestant accounts that 
have lacked accuracy and a balance of judg
ment. 

Although much of Bishop Neill's life was 
spent in India, his over-all history and ap
praisal of colonialism and the missionary 
movement is consistently good and fair to 
each area discussed. The largest single body 
of material is understandably given over to 
Africa and its relationship to the \Vestern 
powers. One of the advantages of this book 
is that the student seeking information 
about colonization and the history of mis
sions in a particular area of the world can 
refer to the appropriate section. easily and 
receive adequate information. The bibliog
raphy is a rather brief, selective one and 
points out the dearth of material on coloni
zation and the missionary movement_ as 
noted by Neill in his. inh·oduction. It also 
underscores his comment·that a book needs 
to be written on colonialism and the 
"younger churches." One of the highlights 
of Neill's survey is his final chapter in which 
he comments on his theme of "Colonialism 
and Christian Missions." He lists no less 
than fourteen carefully reasoned conclusions 
which deal with the reasons for the rise of 
colonialism and the role of the missionary 
within this era. Concerning the present 
scene, he systematically notes nine observa
tions including the fact that the world is 
now covered by independent political en
tities, that there are self-governing younger 
churches throughout the world, and that 
these two factors have had a profound effect 
upon Christianity in general and the mis
sionary enterprise in particular. vVhat is 
clear through all that he writes is "One age 
has died; another is striving to be born. We 
stand in the time of birth-pangs, in which 

the future still remains obscure" (p. 422). 
The informed, reasoned, lively presence of 
Stephen Neill helps this time to be less 
obscure for those who are hoping that this 
age may see the Church reborn, a new-crea
ture, vitally relevant in her faith and mis-
sion. 

William B. Gould 

WEALTH AND WANT IN ONE WORLD, 
edited by l\Iuriel S. Webb. New York, 
1966: Friendship Press; 126 pages; 
paper, $1.95. 

In six chapters written by six outstanding 
social and religious workers, the reader is 
exposed to as many facets of the economic 
extremes of poverty and affluence; and then 
the whole presentation is brilliantly sum
marized, and we are projected into the 
struggle to "bring the extremes nearer one 
another" in a final chapter by the editor. 
Miss Webb is an experienced social worker, 
a sensitive leader in the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, and a writer with a rare gift of 
analysis and portrayal. 

Chapter I, from the pen of Bishop Trevor 
Huddleston, of Tanzania {formerly Tanga
nyika), Africa, makes vivid the poverty in 
rich Johannesburg, as well as in Tanzania. 

Margaret \Villiamson examines the pov
erty hidden in cities and in remote areas of 
Canada and the United States; and outlines 
the governmental and private efforts under 
way or proposed to remedy the causes of 
"poverty in the midst of wealth." 

Chapter III, "Affluence in Suburbia," by 
Dr. Charles Radford Lawrence, a sociologist 
in Brooklyn (N.Y.) College, is a sociological 
study of the new communities or suburbs 
around America's greatest cities-and some
thing of the changed personalities and 
changed concerns of people living in "subur
ban affluence." 

Luis Alberto de Souza, a Brazilian lawyer 
and sociologist, now working in international 
Catholic centers in Mexico, contributes the 
chapt~r ~;1 "Affluence and Poverty in Latin 
Amenca. 

David Barry, of the New York City Mis
sion Society, further examines the present
day programs-"programs spurred by the 
growing problem of juvenile delinquency." 

Director James MacCracken, of Church 
\Vorld Service, outlines briefly the efforts put 
forth across the world since World War II 
to help relieve poverty on every continent. 

After summarizing-and drawing differ
ences and parallels from the varied points of 
view of the members of the symposium, Miss 
Webb notes: "The church-and the 
churches are now encompassed by a triple 
revolution not of their own making, a revo
lution of automation, welfare, and human 
rights. It will not be easy for Christians to 
find their true mission in such awesome 
events. Many of the age-old directions for 
personal witness and fulfillment are being 
submerged in the necessity for corporate and 
ecumenical action. Many new alliances are 
demanded in order to use mankind's new 
potential for overcoming poverty. But there 
is nothing contrary to the Christian heritage 
in what we are called upon to do." 
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The Frightening 

Christmas Angels 
As Luke records the Christmas 

story, all the people who were visited 
by angels had the same reaction: fear. 

Zacharias, a priest, was a righteous 
person, and so was his wife, Elisabeth. 
They walked "in all the command
ments and ordinances of the Lord 
blameless." (Luke 1:6). Neverthe
less, when Zacharias saw "an angel 
standing on the right side of the altar 
of incense ... he was troubled, and 
fear fell upon him." 

The next person to behold an angel 
was Mary. :Mary was in Nazareth 
when "the angel came in unto her, 
and said, Hail, thou that art highly 
favoured, the Lord is with thee: 
blessed art thou among women." 

This was certainly not an unfriend
ly greeting nor a dismaying one. But 
Mary "was troubled at his saying, and 
cast in her mind what manner of salu
tation this should be." 

The third time we hear of angels in 
this version of the gospel story is in 
Luke 2: "And there were in the same 
country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 

"And lo, the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they 
were sore afraid." ( 8 and 9). 

Why should all these persons be 
startled at seeing the heavenly visi
tors? Startled, frightened, daunted? It 
could not have been because the 
angels brought sad tidings. In every 
case the message was a joyous one. 

Why was the reaction to the words 
of the angels always a fearful one? 
We do not know. We can only guess 
that, in accord with all finite beings, 
the hearers felt themselves inade
quate and unworthy to be the recipi
ents of messages direct from the 
infinite God. Perhaps they also felt 
that it was going to take a good deal 
of living up to such visions. And if, at 
the first moment of seeing the angels, 
each person could have had his 
choice, he might have wished for the 
angels to disappear, and thus relieve 
him of this overwhelming responsi
bility of reporting what he had heard 
-and of believing it. 
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But the angels went right ahead 
and delivered their messages. Mary 
was told "fear not"-and so were the 
shepherds. The messenger to Zach
arias also said "fear not" but he did 
not appreciate Zacharias' doubt, ex
pressed by his question: "Whereby 
shall I know this?" (Luke 1: 18) . And 
for this doubt, Zacharias was stricken 
dumb for a season. 

And what of the results? What of 
these persons who heard the angels, 
and overcame their instinctive fear. 

Was not the angelic message a high 
point in each life? A turning point? 
For Zacharias, a son who became a 
leader with a special mission "to make 
ready a people prepared for the 
Lord." (Luke 1:17) . For Mary, who 
"found favour with God" and became 
the mother of Jesus, the Saviour of the 
world. And for the Judean shepherds, 
who were destined all their days on 
earth to glorify and praise God. 

A Famous Victory 
The General Conferences of the 

United Evangelical Brethren Church 
and The Methodist Church have met 
in simultaneous sessions and approved 
the Plan of Union to make their two 
churches into the country's largest 
Protestant denomination, the United 
Methodist Church. The plan must 
now go to the respective annual con
ferences of the two churches. If ap
proved there, the new church will 
come into being in 1968. 

For all of us who believe in church 
union this should be a great day. But, 
somel~ow, it doesn't seem that way. 
In the classic words of Pyn-hus, "An
other such victory, and we are un
done." 

It has been evident throughout the 
period of negotiations by the Method
ist-E.U.B. ad hoc Committee that the 
procedure followed and the resulting 
Plan of Union were hardly models of 
church union negotiations-that they 
were, in fact, mere mechanical amal
gamation of present structures with 
no pretence of a critical look at those 
structures. 

Voices have been raised all along 
protesting this procedure and this 
whole general approach, most notably 
by the Methodists (and EUBs) for 
Church Renewal. It was the feeling of 
most of us, however, that merger it
self was such a good thing that inade-

quacies could be-indeed, must be
overlooked for the principle of church 
union. Somehow, the healing balm of 
church union would overcome the 
deficiencies we all knew were there. 

Chicago proved otherwise. It is dif
ficult to explain why Chicago (the 
Methodist part) was such a profound
ly dispiriting experience. Much of it 
was mood and tone. 

There was an uninformed conser
vatism and a stiff-necked pride pre
sent. In negotiating points of differ
ence with the EUBs, the Methodist 
attitude was consistently one of 
insisting on its own way. These were 
largely points of polity which are 
hardly holy writ but matters of tradi
tion and sentimental attachment. It 
was soon obvious that a ten million 
member tradition will outweigh a 
750,000 tradition anytime. 

The delegates were never chal
lenged to approach things in any spir
it but that of collective bargaining so 
they can hardly be blamed for not ris
ing to the occasion. 

Anyone who felt like rising to the 
occasion would have had a hard time 
doing so. It is more clear at each suc
ceeding General Conference that the 
machinery and procedure of the Gen
eral Conference itself have become 
demonic. It may be true, as often ob
served, that the Holy Spirit can work 
outside structures. It is less clear how 
much harder it is for Him to work in
side the present one. Watching com
plicated parliamentary wrangling 
meant to prevent delegates voting on 
an issue, who can confidently pro
claim that we are showing forth the 
Gospel? Does a system which places 
a premium on manipulators, picky 
legalists, and wheeler-dealers, really 
justify our proud boasts? 

'i\' e learn from our mistakes but 
only if we realize that they are mis
takes. The United Methodist Church 
can have much to give to church 
union but only if it admits that what 
we got at Chicago was not church 
tmion but its opposite, denomination
al triumphalism. No wonder we are 
afraid of church union, if this is what 
we think it is. 

Church union is for renewal and for 
mission. 'Ve can be renewed, but only 
if we realize that what we displayed 
in Chicago was the face of a church 
desperately in need of renewal. 
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: "The truth is that the love-ethic in its pure form cannot come to terms with the compulsion which is a necessary feature of all organized 
: Bfe." A chaplain comforts a wounded marine in Vietnam. 

THE RULE OF GOD 
OVER THE WORLD OF NATIONS 

PART II 

by COLIN MORRIS 

I In the concluding section of this challenging article, begun last month, Mr. 
Morris examines the role of the Church as the "New Israel" in history. Mr. 

· Morris is president of the United Church of Zambia. The article is adapted 
: from an address he gave to the W odd Methodist Council in London. 
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T HE NEW IsnAEL testifies to the rule 
of Goel over the world of nations by 

three dimensions of action, the Evan
gelical, the Prophetic and the Eschatolo
gical, each of which takes historical am
biguity seriously, the first in the human 
heart, the second in the sphere of im
mediate political action and the third in 
the total meaning of history. And in 
order to be faithful to my whole thesis 
about Biblical truth, it must be pointed 
out that each of these three modes of ac
tion involves a wrestling with paradox. 

'\That is the testimony of the evangeli
cal dimension of the life of the New Is
rael? It is clear that from the earliest 
times the Church has never been allowed 
to regard the plight of the nations with 
either contempt or complacency for they 
have treasure to bring into the New Jeru
salem. She has lived always under a 
powerful missionary compulsion to 
preach the Gospel to all nations so that, 
against Christ's return, there should be 
found in every land the first fruits of the 
Harvest He will accomplish. The New 
Israel exists as a mission to and in the 
nation within which it is set, testifying to 
God's claim upon it and presenting a liv
ing picture of what redemption could 
mean to its life-for this New Israel is 
made of the same material as the world, 
but it is the world shot through with the 
redemptive power of God. Within the 
nation, the New Israel testifies to God's 
rule by proclamation of Christ's Lord
ship, by the office of intercession and by 
a quality of witness which is a steadfast 
refusal to allow the commands of God to . 
take second place to those of men; a wit
ness which reminds the nation that its 
primary engagement is with God. 

The evangelical imperative serves too, 
to offer the nation proof that God gra
ciously acts within history. This proof is a 
matter not of philosophical speculation 
hut of personal encounter-the humility, 
true repentance, creativity and lack of 
pride which are characteristics of those 
who have been with Jesus. By enabling 
a man to respond to the New Command
ment, the Gospel strikes at a threefold 
ambiguity in the human heart. His rela
tionship towards God is clarified (Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God); inner 
harmony is restored ("With all thy heart 
and soul and mind and strength) and 
his relationship with other men is purged 
(And thy neighbor as thyself). 

Unless the Gospel offer occupies the 
forefront of the life of the New Israel, 
the other dimensions of her activity are 
bound to degenerate into a vapid moral
izing, eloquently described in Richard 
Niebuhr's epigram as testifying to a "God 
without v.rrath, who brings men without 
sin into a kingdom without judgment 
through a Christ without a Cross." It 

must never be forgotten that the first out
post of God's rule over the nations is the 
human heart; that whatever may be the 
social and political implications of Jesus' 
teaching, He is first and foremost con
cerned with the quality of the personal 
life of His subjects. Though all the ills of 
the body politic cannot be ascribed to 
human sinfulness, many can, and there
fore this personal source of evil intent 
must be radically dealt with. 

But the evangelical concern of the 
New Israel must not be interpreted nar
rowly as spiritualizing men out of con
crete human situations. It is not merely 
the person within the nation who needs 
to be redeemed but also those elements 
of nationality which divide him from 
other men, within which he hides and 
which are expressions of his egotism and 
self-assertiveness. The frontiers crossed 
by the Gospel are not only those on the 
maps but also those in the human mind. 
Truly evangelical proclamation always 
strikes at a pressure point in conduct; it 
is never confined to the welfare of the 
soul in the abstract. The validity of our 
conversion is attested by the power to 
deal with our most persistent and char
acteristic social sins. I would challenge 
the adequacy of any Gospel proclama
tion which allowed a man to come to 
Christ in South Africa or the Southern 
States of the United States, but left his 
racial attitudes unchanged; or did not 
affect tribal prejudices in Africa; or jingo
ism in China; materialism in the 'Vest; 
Xenophobia in Asia, and so on. Though 
it is always dangerous to talk about na
tional sins, since the detection of them is 
more often symptomatic of the observer's 
envy than anything else, nevertheless our 
history, tradition, experiences, character
istic power-structures do predispose us 
to certain moral weaknesses of national
ity which need to be redeemed. In this 
sense, it is part of the evangelical role of 
the New Israel to elevate the mind and 
purify the heart of the nation. And that 
is a politically relevant contribution. 

But here we must grapple with a para
dox which cannot be evaded in consider
ing the evangelical dimension of the 
New Israel's testimony to God's rule over 1 

the nations. I would ell.-press it as follows: 
The particular fruit of the evangelical ex
perience which Christians seek con
scientiously to apply in the fields of 
political and international affairs is the 
love-ethic. And there is no doubt that 
Jesus enjoined the law of love upon His 
followers-whatever else in the Gospels 
is obscure, that most certainly is not. Yet 
the paradox is this: The love-ethic we are 
commanded to make the law of our 
being is, by definition, impossible of ful
fillment within history. And fmther, if 
we attempt to cany it through too rigor-
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ously we forfeit any possibility of rele
vant political judgment and action, and 
indeed, pressed to its limit it becomes 
self-defeating and destructive. 

It could, of course, be retorted that the 
paradox I am stating is a false one; that 
the love-ethic only seems impossible of 
ful£llment because no group or nation 
has yet had the courage to test it. And 
no doubt you could also quote G. K. 
Chesterton's aphorism that it is not that 
Christianity has been tried and found 
wanting but tlmt it has been found hard 
and not tried. But I would maintain that 
this paradox is a genuine one in the sense 
that the Bible itself furnishes proof of it. 
The heart of Biblical truth-the Cross
is at one and the same time the utter 
vindication of the love-ethic and also 
proof positive that tl1is ethic is beyond 
ful£llment within history and certainly 
in the area of political action. 

The classical theory of the atonement 
depicts a stmggle between the crucified 
Christ and the legions of Hell which is 
cosmic in its significance. Though de
feated in principle, tlwse powers in fact 
still operate to extend the area of chaos 
not solely in the human heart and in tl1e 
realm of interpersonal relations but also 
within the collective institutions of so
ciety. It is all too clear tlrnt in concrete 
historical situations the only barrier 
against the onset of tl1is chaos is tlw use 
of a degree of constmctive power, in
volving compulsion, which the pure love
ethic must rule out of court: Indeed, it is 
good Reformation theology that the state 
as sword bearer has its origins in tl1e fall 
of man, where the break up of the origi
nal pattern of divine order resulted in 
the necessity of a degree of compulsion 
to impose order and social cohesion upon 
the life of man. 

Or if you expose the moral meaning 
of the Cross at its simplest, which demon
strates tl1e tmth that love can only be 
fully realized at the expense of life itself, 
it is obvious that whereas an individual 
can choose the way of the Cross, no 
larger grouping such as a nation ever 
has or ever will. For according to the 
love-ethic, tl1e way of sacrifice must be 
personally and freely chosen, no one can 
either enjoin it upon others or choose it 
for them without destroying tlrn basis of 
the ethic. One could go further and 
claim that if any degree of validity is ac
corded to the state as a divine ordinance 
it exists for purposes which are the pre
cise opposite of the way of love unto 
death. It is the purpose of the state to 
preserve life, to shield its members from 
extinction whether threatened by outside 
enemy, internal chaos or natural hazard. 
That is what the state is for, and there
fore it has a divine function which, with
in the ambiguities of history, is the pre-
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cise contrary of the ultimate logic of the 
love-ethic-ful£llment at the expense of 
life itself. So the attempt to enjoin the 
love-ethic upon the state is to invite it to 
deny the law of its being. 

The truth is tlmt the love-ethic in its 
pure form cannot come to terms with the 
compulsion which is a necessary feature 
of all organized life. And it obscures 
political problems when it causes Chris
tians to seek an ideal possibility in situa
tions which offer only a number of realis
tic alternatives, none ideal, few satis
factory, all morally relative. Follow the 
love-ethic through to its limit and it will 
deny the Christian any pmticipation in 
political life at all because he will seek in 
vain for a political system pure enough 
to deserve his devotion. 

Unless the Cluistian is to retire to the 
mountain top and pray his life away, he 
must operate witl1in society as a respon
sible man, which means that in certain 
fields he must make decisions on behalf 
of others-in industry, through the ballot 
box, witl1in the family circle. He is per
fectly entitled to follow the love-ethic 
in sacrificing his own interests without 
hope of reward but he cannot justify the 
sacrifice of interests other than his own. 
He cannot compel those for whom he is 
responsible to choose sacrifice. Hence, 
willingly or unwillingly, he must follow 
the hard law of collective relations and 
choose the only kind of justice that so
ciety has ever known-that which issues 
from the harmonizing of legitimate con
flicts of interest, if necessary by the im
position of superior power. And when he 
has got that far, he is thinking politically. 
He has faced up to the unpalatable fact 
that all collective relations are so morally 
obtuse as to make a strategy of pure dis
interestedness impossible. 

The unwillingness to accept the ten
sions which this paradox sets up results 
in the prevalent political heresy of evan
gelical Christianity. It is the belief that 
if only men would love one another all 
political problems would disappear since 
the necessity for politics at all stems from 
a selfishness which men could easily 
transcend if they had the will. Its stable
mate in the realm of international affairs 
is the assumption tlmt the fervent preach
ing of the Gospel leading to the conver
sion of sufficient citizens of sufficient 
counh·ies will bring to pass a Christian 
world government. So will the Christmas 
Angel's prophecy be ful£lled-peace on 
earth will result from tlw actions of men 
of goodwill. 

The fallacy of this majestically simple 
theological position can easily be ex
posed by examining the life of the Chris
tian Church, whose members, by defini
tion, are committed to the law of love and 
are, or ought to be, converted men, yet 

within which conflicts of interest, prob
lems of power and authority occur which 
must often be settled (dare one say it?) 
by political means. How much more so 
in tlw state and the world of nations who 
make for themselves no impressive claims 
to a knowledge of Divine truth or the 
power to live it out in community? 

Most serious of all, this lofty indiffer
ence to the complexity of political prob
lems and the insistence on attributing all 
national and international tensions to 
simple unbelief leads to monstrous paro
dies of the true evangelical role of the 
New Israel. It enables the most effective 
mass evangelist of our time to wash his 
hands, in a public statement, of the Viet
nam tragedy as the responsibility of the 
politician because his job is to preach 
the Gospel. It provides thousands of 
Christians, all devout and sincere, with 
justification for blinding themselves to 
the stark injustices of racial discrimina
tion in their lands, city or street because 
their business is to offer all men Christ 
but only some of them a seat in their 
parlor or a vote in their elections. 

It provided many missionaries in Af
rica and Asia with a pseudo-Biblical 
warrant for resisting the claims of sub
ject peoples for freedom and self-de
termination, marking off the New Israel 
from the political arena so absolutely 
that young nationalist Christians were 
forced to make a straight choice-their 
political allegiance or their Church mem
bership. 

Is it possible to take to ourselves the 
tensions involved in both attempting to 
obey the law of love and yet recognizing 
the impossibility of its ful£llment within 
history? Certainly there is no way for
ward in striking such a paradox asunder 
and cleaving to tlw half which it is least 
painful to come to terms with. Neither in 
a personal pietism which is too naive to 
recognize that in refusing to make politi
cal decisions one is making a political 
decision with terrifying implications, nor 
in a worldly cynicism which abandons 
altogether the attempt to make relevant 
the impossible law of love and accepts 
the power-structures of this world on 
their own terms, is there any possibility 
of achieving that tmly Biblical stance 
which describes the New Israel as being 
in tlw world but not of it. 

The very possibility of the prophetic 
role of the New Israel rests upon us a 
paradox. The only way we can act 
prophetically within the world of nations 
is to grant them a status which, in our 
evangelical role, we must categorically 
deny. In evangelism, we must offer Christ 
to a lost world, to warn men to 'flee from 
the wrath to come ... .' In prophecy we 
are seeking to encounter what Niebuhr 
calls the 'Hidden Cluist' within histmy; 
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to search Him out where He is doing 
some good thing in an area beyond hope. 
Obviously therefore, however pessimistic 
may be the ultimate theological judge
ment upon the nations, there are still in 
the here and now proximate goals, vari
ous levels of achievement, morally signifi
cant situations which demand a response 
from us. 

Here of course is the point at which 
our abandonment of any secular hope for 
the nations allows us a freedom to oper
ate within speciRc political situations, to 
accept the immediate task as w01thy of 
our very best efforts. For the great dan
ger of all political action is that it tends 
to absolutize itself-to project itself for
ward into the fuhire towards some great 
historical denouement. Every political 
ideology incorporates its own eschatol
ogy-a doctrine of last things in terms of 
which the past and the present are given 
meaning. It is of the nahire of b·uth in 
the political realm that if it is carried 
through too consistently it becomes false
hood. (It is the great merit of democracy 
that it rarely allows any political ideo
logy to be worked out to its logical con
clusion without modifying it by the flux 
of public opinion through the ballot 
box.) The Cluistian is able to bear his 
share of responsibility for the good order 
and justice of the community, free to 
seek the truth of the moment, accepting 
the limits of the possible. He need fall 
prey to no political messiah, inerrant 
ideological word, inner voice of fanati
cism-all inviting him to leap from the 
pinnacle of the temple in order to inherit 
the kingdoms of this world. 

The most important of all the prophetic 
gifts of the New Israel is political realism 
-a freedom both from utopian optimism 
and fanatical despair. vVe above all men 
recognize that the effectiveness of politics 
lies in its harnessing to constructive pur
poses morally dangerous forces. The self
regard and national pride which Chris
tians are required to shun like the Devil 
are the forces which the politician must 
use to motivate men for socially beneficial 
ends. Listen to a debate in the House of 
Commons or the Senate of the United 
States on aid to under-developed coun
tries. The moralist delivers a fervent ora
tion on the reality of the one world fam
ily and the responsibility of the well 
endowed for the weak and poor. But it is 
the politician who gets the bill through 
by pointing out that Communism feeds 
upon poverty and that if we do not do 
something for Africa and Asia the Chi
nese will. So the end result is an act of 
political morality, achieved by the be
guiling of deadly dangerous sentiments. 

To condemn this hard truth about po
litical motivation as evidence that politics 
is "a dirty game" is a pious hypocrisy and 
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to pretend that there is some other more 
enlightened, noble means of accomplish
ing political ends is a delusion. You 
might charge that this is a very cynical 
view of politics, yet surely the God who 
maketh the wrath of men to praise Him 
can also use their pmdent self-interest 
to induce them to accept larger claims 
and wider responsibilities. The ambigui
ties of political morality cannot be 
evaded. The suggestion that in politics, 
the Clu-istian alone can march confidently 
forward tlu-ough the murk, guided by 
heavenly radar, speaking what is true 
and doing what is good whilst others 
wallow in confusion and compromise is 
a piece of gratuitous nonsense which will 
survive neither the realism of the Bible 
nor the experience of history. The Chris
tian politician is not wrong less often 
than others-though he may tend to be 
wrong about different things. All politi
cians are limited by the material they 
must use. The sculptor may have a soul 
.as pure as driven snow but he must still 
get his hands dirty if he wishes to model 
in clay. If we wish to speak and act in 
political terms we are forced to deal in 
power in order to get a rough approxi
mation of justice in any area where in
terests clash. And the truth about power 
is that it always exacts too high a price 
for its services. 'Ve may proclaim the 
theological truth that it is utterly futile to 
attempt to organize life around the self
personal or collective-yet we shall dis
cover that often and again the dynamic 
energy released by this egotism is the 
only force available to motivate men to
wards good ends. 

Thus it is pa1t of the prophetic role 
of the New Israel to free Christians from 
illusions about what is possible and not 
possible in politics-to get those who are 
committed to the Great Absolute-God 
-to see value in the relative ... tentative 
harmonies, provisional equalities, proxi
mate justice . . . for nothing grander, 
more sublime is likely to emerge from 
political action \vithin history. 

But to heap paradox upon paradox, 
the New Israel as prophet must sacrifice 
a degree of relevance in order to be 
truly relevant to the life of the world of 
nations. Take, for example, the question 
of justice. The Bible's view of justice, as 
thundered forth by .the prophets, is 
nothi~g like so simple, sublime and 
cogent as Aristotle's majestic 'To each his 
duel' The prophets would have none of 
this business of equal justice. They de
claimed that God was angry with princes 
and kings because they turned the poor 
away from their doors. Biblical justice al
ways has a built-in bias towards the 
little people of the earth-'He has torn 
imperial powers from their thrones, but 
the humble have been lifted high. The 

hungry he has satisfied with good things, 
the rich sent empty away.' The Bible is 
certainly not a political book. It an
nounces that God is against all concen
trations of power and wealth and influ
ence, however legitimately obtained and 
benevolently used. 

Or take the power of imagination 
through which God enables the Christian 
to identify himself \vith others, 'put him
self in their shoes,' sense how they are 
feeling. The political value of this gift is 
beyond question for it enables us to 
penetrate the barriers of perception and 
get some ideas of what our policy looks 
like from the other side of the Iron Cur
tain or East of Suez or South of the 
Equator or on the wrong side of the 
bread line or from the Negro side of the 
town. 

Or consider the highest exercise of 
earthly love-the love of one's enemies 
and the forgiveness of wrongdoers. With
out doubt there are socially redemptive 
possibilities, in the strictest political 
sense, from the discriminating exercise of 
the degree of forebearance, not to men
tion the embarrassment we would be 
saved whenever we have got to stop 
punishing f01mer enemy nations in order 
to build them up militmily so that they 
can form part of our defense bloc against 
our former ally, the new enemy. 

Now none of these political qualities, 
to which the New Israel testinies, is 
relevant in the sense that it is an ac
cepted value of politics, a logical out
working of any forces operating within 
the concrete sihrntion. Yet each of these 
qualities is supremely relevant because 
it testilies to the truth that the nation's 
main engagement is with God, not with 
an economic crisis, a strategic problem, 
a political dilemma. We are required to 
sacrifice relevance in the sense of speak
ing solely in terms of what is given in 
order to be relevant in the sense of iden
tifying the true seat of ambiguity and ex
posing it before God. 

So far we have been speaking of the 
prophetic insights which the New Israel 
offers her members from the treasures 
of her faith and her Biblical understand
ing of the world as they testify to God's 
mle over the nations. But is there any 
corporate action open to her when· the 
world of nations is heedless of her ad
monition and blind to the political \\fit
ness of her saints? One and one only
the vocation of suffering, with its three
fold stages of protest, disobedience and 
martyrdom. The Church qua Church 
cannot match power with power in order 
to restore, when it is disturbed, that 
equilibrium we call justice. The only 
power she possesses is the power to re
ceive the full bmnt of power and trans
form the pain and hardship of it into 
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suffering. In the words of Tiieodore 
Beza, the Church is an anvil which has 
worn out many hammers. Her only initia
tive, in the limiting situation, is to ex
haust the capacity of the powerful to 
use their power against her-to use the 
pain inflicted by others to alter relation
ships and shame men into changing their 
policies. 

TI1e political significance of this time
honored strategem of the Church has 
been rediscovered in our century by a 
Hindu saint, ?\fahatma Gandhi who 
neutralized the power of an empire with 
his ragged legions of hungry, fanatical, 
sad-eyed men. In our own time, the 
martyrdom of the Kenya African Chris
tians during the Mau Mau uprising, the 
slaughter of missionaries in the Congo 
counter-revolution, the casualties of the 
U.S. civil rights marches are examples of 
the political power as well as spiritual 
significance of suffering. TI1ings have 
changed because men have suffered. 
Things always change when the New 
Israel invites the world to do its worst. 
This is the time when the 'littleness' of all 
political events is seen in its true context. 
TI1e suffering Church is a testimony to 
the world that all earthly forms of power, 
from the most benevolent to the most 
despotic, are only permitted to persist 
'Till He come ... .' 

'Till He come .. .' a challenging phrase 
which leads us straight into the heart of 
the third dimension of the action of the 
New Israel in testifying to God's rule 
over the world of nations-the escha
tological. The paradox is easily stated 
but virtually impossible to discuss. The 
New Israel is called to live out its life in 
the midst of the world of nations as 
though something utterly beyond human 
comprehension had actually occurred; to 
testify to that which cannot be put into 
words-to point the nations to an utter
ly-beyond-history in the midst of history. 

How does this whole business of the 
human enterprise end? What form will 
the grand finale of this glorious, tragic 
pageant of history take? Anyone who can 
rise above his own immediate interests 
and project himself beyond his own life 
span must wrestle with this question. 
And if he is reasonably intelligent he will 
be seeking not so much an answer as a 
reassurance. He will not delude himself 
that this great sprawling thing we call 
history can be summarized in a simple, 
intelligible statement-an original, lumi
nous truth. But he does want to know 
that the end result is not an end without 
an end, utter futility, aimlessness, as 
though humanity were adrift on some 
raft in a limitless ocean, carried now this 
way and that but never getting any 
closer to land. He would like to feel that 
all that has been nobly and well wrought 
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by mankind will not be as evanescent as 
the sculpting of elaborate shapes in the 
sand, destined to be washed away by the 
next tide. 

Whether the Bible's answer to his 
heart-cry will nourish hope or despair 
depends upon his faith. Certainly we are 
not pennittecl to treat history like some 
detective story, where, in the last chapter 
and the last paragraph the significance of 
the obscure becomes plain, every enig
matic word and geshtre and action falls 
into a pattern we ought to have been 
able to trace all the way through had we 
been clever enough. Tiie last page, para
graph and sentence of history will be a 
record of the same old order and chaos, 
ambiguity and meaning, good and evil. 

For Biblical faith, the meaning of his
tory is seen as being beyond itself. We 
are not waiting for something to happen 
in history but for something to happen 
to history. 'Ve can grasp this much; that 
for mankind the kingdom whose seed is 
hidden within history will be perfected, 
and history must encl before it is fully 
revealed, even as the seed of eternal life 
in the heart of the individual believer 
needs death to make it manifest. And we 
know that Christ will do this thing; that 
what He has accomplished through the 
total redemptive event will become fully 
plain. His return in clouds of glory is a 
metaphor of the bringing of transparent 
clarity to all the affairs of men and na
tions, the tearing away of all veils, the 
restoration of everything that has been 
clesb·oyed-the gift of a new heaven and 
earth which will render both church and 
state null and void, for the New Jem
salem has neither temple nor sword. 

Now since by definition, what happens 
beyond hist01y can be neither described 
nor comprehended, we could well 
pigeon-hole the whole area of Christian 
eschatology, claiming that it is pointless 
our worrying about what we cannot be 
expected to understand. But· it is not to 
be. The New Israel is commanded to 
live with the end as a present reality 
rather than a tentative hope. It is made 
clear to us that the end is not what comes 
after everything else but what has been 
inaugurated by the Christ-Event, and 
since we cannot possibly claim ignorance 
of the fact that the Christ-Event has 
taken place, we must also take seriously 
the implications of Christian eschatology 
for our life and conduct. 

TI1e apparent contradictions in the 
New Testament between the kingdom 
of God as a present reality and as an 
imminent event do not trouble us too 
much as an intellectual problem, for hav
ing swallowed the camel of the presence 
of the end from beyond history, we do 
not have too much difficulty in digesting 
the gnat of the weird concept of time this 

must involve. So we can face up man
fully to paradoxes such as Christ both 
saying, 'The Kingdom is come upon you 
.. .' and 'Pray ... thy kingdom come on 
earth .. .' But the question which is more 
daunting is this: What are the political 
implications of eschatology? What is the 
significance for the world of nations of 
the presence within history of the utterly
beyond-history? 

Albert Schweitzer once wrote an in
fluential book whose title could be trans
lated into English The Secret of tlie 
Kingly Rule of God. It speaks for the 
Jesus who, whenever He had performed 
one of the miracles which were signs of 
the kingdom warned those who had eyes 
to understand the significance of what 
had happened that they should 'tell no 
man.' The kingly rule of God over the 
nations is a secret. It is not to be spoken 
of lightly nor can its relationship to spe
cific political and international events be 
announced with any degree of confi
dence. V/hy? Because the open proclama
tion of it to those who cannot understand 
will do little more than add one more 
area of ambiguity to already confused 
situations. Indeed, to designate a con
crete historical happening as an outwork
ing of God's \vill is to subject Him to the 
relativities of good and evil within time. 

TI1e wisdom of this difference is rein
forced by the nature of political truth it
self. It is characteristic of political de
cisions that they can rarely be described 
in principle as right or wrong. They are 
only proved to be right or wrong by their 
consequences. Should Britain enter the 
Common Market? Even after a full and 
careful analysis of all the facts has been 
made, no answer in principle is possible. 
The decision to enter or stay out of the 
Common Market will only be revealed 
to have been right or wrong in the light 
of its consequences. Hence, the 'crunch' 
of a political decision may only come in 
Rve or ten or twenty-five years' time. 
What did Jesus say? 'God's \visdom is 
proved right by its results' (Matthew 
19:11). Confident declarations in princi
ple that God's will is embodied in a po
litical policy or the general stance of the 
nation in an international crisis are less 
likely to be prophetic than foolhardy. 
The kingly rule of God is a secret be
cause we must not 'use' Him to our 
schemes, seek His sanction for policies 
which are shot through with our national 
self-assertiveness and therefore doomed. 
God's will is both so simple that a single 
fallible human being can respond to it, 
and yet so majestic that it bursts out of 
any attempt to contain it within a nation
al policy or an international situation. 

Certainly a prophet called Isaiah 
could put into the mouth of God the 
words, 'Ho, Assyria, the rod of my anger 
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"Charles Peguy once said that cver!fthing 
begins in mysticism and ends in politics." 
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and the staff of my fury!' But in the mod
ern world, judgments of this order are 
more likely to issue from our partisan
ship and subtle political analysis than 
from any confidence of speaking a divine 
truth. Ask a group of Christians from two 
contending nations to interpret into mod
ern dress a slice of Bible history like this 
passage from Isaiah and it will be too 
clear that Assyria is the nation that op
presses us, resists our will, challenges our 
supremacy. \~Te will go so far as to grant 
it the status of a scourge in God's hands, 
but we are in no doubt who presents 
Israel. We do! 

So though the New Israel is ever con
scious of God's rule over the nations, she 
is reverently agnostic about the concrete 
political events which are revealed as 
bearers of it. The world may cry 'Thank 
God!' when some miraculous deliverance 
is received or curse God when a disaster 
occurs, in no doubt that the extraordinary 
is God's doing, but the New Israel keeps 
her secret well. She is too conscious of 
the imminence of the end to attempt to 
usurp the role of her Lord as judge of all 
the earth. His finger, and His alone, 
points to what will be established and 
what cast down; what in history has 
borne God's will and what has been 
smashed by it. 

Only in one way can the New Israel 
be sure that her proclamation of God's 
kingly rule is not in error and that is 
when, by the power of Christ, she per
forms those miracles which are the signs 
of the kingdom-and they can rarely be 
translated into the material of political 
policies with any close degree of rele
vance. 

It might be thought that this attitude 
of agnosticism about the concrete evi
dences of God's rule must restrict the 
Church to an other-worldly pietism, 
dumb and paralysed before the events of 
our time. But it is the very fact that 
God's kingly rule is a secret within the 
world that lends moral urgency to our 
actions in the political realm. For if we 
could proclaim with utter confidence 
that God's will demanded this or that 
course of action, then the result would 
be complacency and arrogance, a non
chalant reliance upon God to vindicate 
His own plans. Instead, we are those 
who must see every political issue as 
demanding knife-edge moral application 
and prophetic insight lest, when all 
things are made plain, we are revealed 
as having confused the trivial and the 
important, and discarded as of no great 
significance the fulcrum about which 
God was to move the nations. Because 
the world is prone to make facile distinc
tions between what are called major and 
minor political issues, the seeds of catas
trophe and war often drop unnoticed in 
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some obscure corner and germinate in 
darkness until they burst forth in a poi
sonous growth that desolates the earth. 
TI1e Christian who is vigilant to enter 
into the mystery of the kingdom and seek 
out the evidence of God's rule ought to 
be the one least likely to overlook the 
tiny hinges upon which great things 
move. Put in political terms, his gifts to 
the dialogue of our time ought to be 
sublety, sensitivity and keen moral per
ception, for his search for the secret will 
make a politician out of him. 

The word vigilance reminds me of an
other aspect of the eschatological dimen
sion of the action of the New Israel. It is 
right that we should tluill to the rich 
imagery of the return of our Lord in the 
vision captured in verse by Charles \Ves
ley: 

Lo, He comes with clouds 
descending ... 
Once for ransomed sinners 
slain, 
Thousand, thousand saints 
attending 
Swell the triumph of His train! 

But we must not be so carried away by 
it all that we fall into the trap of assum
ing that this eiq:ilosive bursting into his
tory of God's reality will be the first 
inkling we shall have that the consumma
tion of history is upon us. Nor should we 
be so seduced by that phrase 'The second 
coming of our Lord' that we imagine 
that in the meantime He is somewhere 
else, in Heaven, perhaps, preparing for 
His triumphal entry into history for the 
second and last time. There are New 
Testament images which describe our 
Lord sneaking back into history like a 
burglar at night or like the unannounced 
return of our boss when we thought he 
was safely away on holiday. In other 
words, it is a Biblical insight that the 
One who will come again is always com
ing, imperceptibly, silently, persistently. 
How the concept of His constant enter
ing into specific historical sihiations can 
be reconciled with the vision of a final 
consummation I really wouldn't know 
unless it is to be seen as a problem of the 
inability of spatial language to describe 
what is both timeless and timely. How
ever ... the problem is not the concept 
but the reality-Christ confronting us as 
the end in the midst of history in imper
ceptible ways. But how? 

Well, if the personality of Christ the 
Judge bears any relationship to that of 
the historical Jesus we can be sure that 
the One who is always coming encount
ers us in the form of the casualties of this 
world, the lonely, broken, outcast, im-

prisoned, defeated, dying. He slips into 
history and confronts us with the end in 
shape of those, right under our noses 
who are easiest ignored, or whose plight 
is too painful or costly for us to amelio
rate. 

Translate this eschatological truth into 
political terms and it means that the 
members of the New Israel engage in the 
battle against poverty, disease, racial dis
crimination, injustice and oppression not 
as a humanitarian concern but as an 
acknowledgment of the presence of the 
One who always comes in a hungry 
child, a despised man of another skin 
pigmentation, an oppressed minority. 
And the judgment upon us if we should 
be careless and complacent is corre
spondingly severe. It is a theological 
judgment, not merely a failure of human 
concern or lack of benevolence. \Ve have 
been found wanting at the End. The 
New Israel as watchman has failed in 
vigilance and not noticed that the thief 
in the night has slipped past us as we 
strutted proudly in our lofty perches. 
Charles Peguy once said that everything 
begins in mysticism and ends in politics. 
Certainly the mystical vision of our 
Lord's glorious return ought to be the 
inspiration of a political radicalism 
which makes most current ei-q:iressions of 
political radicalism seem pallidly con
servative. \Ve can never ever be sure 
whether the next person we meet on the 
sh·eet, color, race and class apart, who 
has a claim upon us, confronts us as a 
casual encounter or an ultimate judg
ment. 

Christian eschatology presents us with 
the vision of a world of nations haunted 
by the presence of the one who is the 
object of all national policies and politi
cal programs-the Son of Man-man 
who is the goal of history, not man as he 
is, but whose true being is revealed in 
Christ. 

Now I have finished, except to add one 
final word. 111e greatest proof of God's 
rule over the world of nations consists 
not in any of the dimensions of the action 
of the New Israel I have described, but 
in her very survival. Against all odds, 
assaulted from 'vithout and sapped from 
within, lifted up and cast down, never 
permitted to rest but always on the 
move, the story of the New Israel has 
been one of sudden ends and strange 
new beginnings, of decay and restora
tion, of death and resurrection, of humili
ation and glory. To what end? To tl1e 
end simply that in every time and place, 
in a thousand accents, she can cry in the 
midst of the world of nations, 'Fear God 
and give Him glmy, ye who dwell upon 
the face of the earth, of every nation and 
tribe and tongue and people, for the hour 
of judgment has come ... .' 
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LORD 
SOPER 
IN 
NEW 
YORK 
One of the best-known 
and controversial clergy· 
men in England is a Meth· 
odist minister. But being 
pastor of Kingsway Hall 
in London is only part of 
the gentleman's fame. He 
is best-known for his ad. 
dresses al Speakers' Cor· 
ner in Hyde Park. where 
he handles hecklers with 
a wit and aplomb that 
must be seen to be be· 
lieved. He is active in poli· 
tics (an alderman of the 
London County Council) 
and his life-long devotion 
to the Labor Party led to 
his being named a life 
peer by the present British 
government. He is a paci· 
list, a vegetarian, an au
thor, a battler for causes. 
He is. of course. the Rev. 
Donald Soper, Baron 
Soper. Recently. Lord 
Soper toured the United 
States under the auspices 
of the Fellowship of Recon
ciliation, a pacifist group. 
His itinerary included a 
trip lo New York, where 
he held an open air meet· 
ing in Greenwich Village's 
Washington Square as a 
kind of American approxi
mation of Hyde Park. Un
fortunately. the weather 
made Washington Square 
an approximation of what 
it must have been like out· 
side the ark. However. it 
takes more than a rain 
storm to dampen Lord 
Soper. Besides Washing· 
ton Square proper, he 
visited a group of parish· 
ioners of Washington 
Square Methodist Church 
and preached at St. Mark's 
Methodist Church in Har· 
!em. Here are some 
glimpses of Lord Soper in 
action. 

[ 597] 17 



__.., 

LORD SOPER IN NEW YORK 

18 [ 598] WORLD OUTLOOK 



- - -- ·- -· ··- --- - ---- - ---- ---·- --- -- - - -- ·- - -- -.:'.:-_ .. ... ..; 

(Left) The rain has emptied out the usual crowd of students, mothers and children, artists. bums, and assorted types who usually thronq 
Washington Square. 

(Bottom Left) Imperturbable despite the rain, Lord Soper ponders a question. 

(Bollom Right) The small crowd he managed lo attract was interested if wet. 
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(Top Left) Lord Soper talks with Rev. A. Finley Schaef. pastor of the Washington Square Methodist Church. in the parsonage upon his return from the park. 

(Above) In the parsonage, a group of church members ask Lord Soper questions. 

(Bollom Left) Pausing before answering, Lord Soper explains the connection between his advanced social views and his traditional theology. 
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The next morning, Lord Soper preached at St. Mark's Church. Here he prays during the service of Holy Communion. 



RESENTMENT-SIN OR SICl(NESS? 
by JAMES A. STRINGHAM 

~'hen Christians hate one another, is this a sin or a form of psychological illness? Or both? Dr. Stringham is uniquely 
qualified to examine this question. He is a missionary psychiatrist, who now heads the Nur l\'Ianzil Psychiatric Center 
in Lucknow, India. 

Today the Christian Church in general 
and Cluistian missions in particular are 
in a very crucial period. There has been 
a marked change in mission work since 
my initial experience in China thirty 
years ago. The missionaries are increas
ingly helpers, assistants, advisors. They 
are less and less the "masters and bosses" 
of the work. In India it is increasingly 
difficult to obtain visas for missionaries 
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unless they are specialists, such as medi
cal people. This makes for a greater 
sense of urgency because of the realiza
tion that we may not have long to work. 
The day is drawing near when the door 
to Christian missionaries to other lands 
will be closed. Is there anything that can 
be done to increase the effectiveness of 
Christian missionaries right now? The 
answer is "yes." 

One of the chief reasons for ineffective 
Christian living is due to the fact we are 
living in "sin." After our £rst two or 
three years in China the overwhelming 
thought came that the message for the 
Christian church, at home as well as on 
the mission £eld, was that we were liv
ing in sin and needed Christ's help. By 
and large the church in general and in
dividuals like myself in particular did 
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not recognize this. TI1is sin manifested 
itself in many ways. However, I plan to 
talk about only one of them here; name
ly, difficulties in interpersonal relation
ships. Before discussing this further a 
few examples will be given to illustrate 
this point. 

A Church-Going Business Man 
TI1is man Peter had joined the church 

before he was a teenager. His father had 
been an elder for years. He had thus 
been brought up in a Christian family 

' and went to church regularly. Peter had 
a lovely family. Still Peter was not happy. 
He harbored many resentments, not only 
toward his mother but also toward vari
ous members of the church and com
munity. From any human point of view 
these resentments were justified. Physi
cally Peter had his difficulties also. He 
had high blood pressure. He had dizzy 
spells. He had been known to call the 
doctor in the middle of the night because 
of peculiar physical complaints. His 
gastrointestinal troubles had been con
sidered as a "sluggish gall bladder." An
other time he was put on a diet for 
"probable ulcers." His life adjustment 
was poor. He had repeated failures. Bad 
luck seemed to '110und him." His bitter
ness and resentments made him unhappy. 
He would cross the street to avoid meet
ing certain people. TI10ugh he would 
partake of communion from the same 
table, there were individuals he would 
not speak to. These resentments caused 
subconscious guilt. These in tum were 
dynamically related to his 'bard luck." 

i . During therapy he learned to forgive 
' those he had resented. He prayed for 

them. He prayed for himself to be for
given for his resentments. As he did this, 
his life became happier. His life situation 
improved, and he has been working 

1: 

Ii 

steadily. Peter is typical of many people 
found in our Christian churches. 

I 
I 

I 

A Depressed Unhappy Housewife 
YVhen first seen nine years ago Gene

vieve was sad and depressed. Life had 
been miserable for her. She was worried 
about her daughter and could not control 
her. Though she loved her daughter, she 
didn't know how to show this love. Her 
childhood was full of emotional trauma. 
Her father had deserted her mother. She 
lived \vith a very strict aunt and uncle 
during early childhood. After her mother 
remarried she joined her step-father's 
church. His abuse of her was very trau-
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matic. TI10ugh he abused her, he was 
still a member in good and regular stand
ing in his church. Because she married a 
divorced man she was expelled from her 
church. She had become inactive reli
giously. After reading Dr. Shoemaker's 
book, How to Become a Christian, she 
became more active in her religious life. 
Though she started praying, she did not 
feel better. Her prayers were directed 
to forgiving her father, her step-father, 
her aunt and uncle-all of whom she felt 
bitter toward. As she was able to forgive 
them and obtain forgiveness for herself, 
she improved rapidly. She found herself 
singing and whistling, things she had not 
done for a long time. Praying, reading 
the Bible, and going to church became 
part of her life again. ' Even though she 
and her husband might have been classed 
as a couple of misfits, her forgiving and 
being forgiven helped transform her life 
and her marriage. 

1'1other-in-lmv Problem 
Sara was an attractive young married 

woman with a family. She was tense, 
nervous, unhappy. She had recurrent 
diaIThea, sweating, and palpitations. She 
and her husband rarely did things to
gether. They were unhappy in their 
marriage. She had been a rejected child 
from birth. Her older sister was more 
favored. Many other upsetting things 
had happened during the years. Her 
chief point of difficulty at the time cen
tered around her "in-law" relationships. 
"His folks were too possessive, he worked 
for them but didn't get any fair pay." She 
felt bitterly resentful. Merely discussing 
these things made her more upset. As 
she asked God's help .and started praying 
things began to change. In about six 
weeks she was able to forgive her 
mother-in-law. With this her whole life 
changed. TI1is was noted by others. Dur
ing several years, contact was maintained 
with this family and they continued to 
live this new life. Comment: This woman 
had always been a Christian but she 
couldn't forgive. Her early life trauma 
were not changed. Of ten dealing with 
specific difficulties, such as the resent
ment in this case, leads to a recovery. 

Resentment ls a Mental Health 
Problem of World-Wide Magnitude 
People in all walks of life are subject 

to this cancer of the soul. It is often the 
root trouble in splits and frictions with-

in organizations including Christian 
churches. The basic resentments come 
from the individual's earlier experiences. 
Sometimes these go back to childhood, 
sometimes they occur later in life. Pass
ing into the individual's subconscious 
mind, these resentments and hostilities 
become a source of almost unlimited 
emotional energy. Often this energy is re
leased in a destructive way, causing dif
ficulties of a physical, mental or emotion
al nature. Resentment may contribute to 
the dynamics of "the accident prone in
dividual," high blood pressure, coronary 
disease and people with cardiac neuroses, 
stomach ulcers, alcoholism. The crank, 
the trouble maker, the individual no one 
can get along with are often that way 
because of bitterness and resentment. 
Children's problems are often connected 
with resentments in parents. Resentments 
contribute to many marriage difficulties. 
They make some people become para
noid, have persecution complexes or de
velop even more serious mental difficul
ties. 

1Vorld Implications. Resentments cause 
difficulties, not only on the home front, 
but are an important grass-root cause of 
war. Millions of hearts with bitterness 
and hatred scattered around the world 
make a fertile soil in which the seeds of 
war grow. Re.sentments are but one of 
many causes of wars. 

The Christian Responsibility 
All Christians have made a conscious 

decision and commitment to Jesus Christ 
and accepted Him as Lord and Savior. 
Many of these Christians have given 
their whole lives to Christian service. 
The plain fact that in any group of Chris
tians there are many whose hearts and 
minds harbor resentments and hab·eds 
right now is a tragedy. Many reading this 
article are suffering from this bitterness 
cancer. This can be stated \vith a fair 
degree of accuracy because of my ex
perience of the last twelve years. During 
the ten years of private practice in the 
United States, from 1951-1961, the ma
jority of my patients were Christians. 
Many of them were "pillars of the 
church." TI1rough conferences I came to 
know many ministers and Christian lead
ers. Resentment is one of the three most 
common spiritual problems of both min
isters and missionaries. It is equally com
mon among the Christian group in gen
eral. It was found to be a problem of 
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such significant dynamic importance that 
treatment was indicated in approximate
ly one third of a hundred consecutive 
patients in private practice. Resentment 
might be classed as one of the "respecta
ble Christian sins." Individual Christians 
who would not tolerate adultery and 
murder condone and accept resentment 
among their members. They defend the 
right of people to bear ill will toward 
others because the wrong suffered justi
fied such feelings. TI1ey quote the rea
sons for the individual feeling resentful 
and say, "You would feel the same way 
too if it had happened to you." We ac
cept and condone this type of sin. This 
should not be. 

Other Christian leaders have pointed 
this out. In his book, In Quest of God's 
Power, Dr. Charles L. Allen, pastor of 
the First Methodist Church in Houston, 
Texas, told the story of a woman who 
came to him because she couldn't get 
along with anyone. Since the most diffi
cultly was with her sister-in-law, Dr. 
Allen helped her work on that relation
ship. After the bitterness with this one 
was resolved, she got along all right with 
other people. Agnes Sanford in her book, 
The Healing Light, told the story of a 
"strong church woman" whose whole life 
was being ruined by her son-in-law. She 
called her feelings ''being hurt"-she 
didn't recognize it was resentment. After 
she learned to forgive her son-in-law, the 
initiative for becoming reconciled came 
from her son-in-law's side. All she did 
was forgive and pray. They became fully 
reconciled. God's Healing Power, writ
ten by the late Rev. Edgar L. San
ford, has a similar story. This wealthy 
woman had frequent headaches, in
digestion, as well as many other com
plaints. Medical doctors' treatment had 
not given relief. She wanted to be 
told in plain English what her trouble 
was. He told her he felt her trouble was 
bitterness and anger. These feelings to
ward her aunt were ruining her life spir
itually, mentally, physically and emo
tionally. After she had really forgiven her 
aunt things changed. A year later she re
ported she had no more aches, pains, or 
indigestion. Learning to forgive was hard 
but it not only healed her but resulted in 
a change in her aunt as well. 

The Bible and Resentment 
Resentment and hate are violations of 

The Great Commandment. 
"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 

with all thy heart and with all thy soul, 
and \vith all thy mind. TI1is is the great 
and first commandment. And a second 
like unto it is this. Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself." (Matthew 22:37-
39 ARV) 
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Chapter thirteen of I Corinthians ap
plied leaves no room for hate or bitter
ness. In Acts 8, Peter said, "For I perceive 
that thou mt in the gall of bitterness 
and the bond of iniquity." The au
thor of Hebrews ( 12:14-15) wrote, "Fol
low after peace with all men, and holi
ness, without which no man shall see the 
Lord, looking diligently lest any man fail 
of the grace of God, lest any root of bit
terness springing up trouble you, and 
thereby many be dellled." Exodus 34:6-
7 speaks of the sins of the parents visited 
on the children until the third and fourth 
generation. I had one case where resent
ment could be traced through five gener
ations. However, I believe it was trans
mitted by example rather than by true 
heredity. It was damaging and devastat
ing none the less. We need also to re
member that it is required that we for
give in order to be forgiven. (Matthew 6: 
14-15.) There is not the slightest Biblical 
support for accepting or condoning re
sentment or bitterness as right or normal. 
It is sin and demands just as drastic 
treatment as any other sin. 

Renewal in Our Churches. vVe hear 
much about "renewal," "revival," "re
thinking," the work of the churches. Re
ligious groups meet to discuss ways of 
making this effective. Many explanations 
are offered as to why this does not occur. 
Unrecognized sin in the churches is the 
biggest single reason for this weakness. 
Until this is recognized and dealt \vith 
new plans and approaches will be equal
ly ineffective. Matthew 5:23 might be 
paraphrased as follows: "If therefore 
thou art preparing to offer a plan for 
church renewal and then rememberest 
that thy brother has aught against thee, 
first go and be reconciled to thy brother 
and then rewrite your plan for church 
renewal." 

Getting Rid of Resentment 
Is painful, possible and difficult. Sev

eral steps usually are necessary. (a) The 
first step is to recognize its presence and 
reality. This is often extremely difficult 
for Christians because we know it 
shouldn't be there. It is difficult to admit 
that one hates one's mother for instance. 
(b) Following recognition of the resent
ments must be the conviction that these 
attitudes are wrong, harmful and should 
be gotten rid of. ( c) Next comes the 
wanting to get rid of them together with 
the hope that they can be gotten rid of. 
( d) TI1en, there must be the willingness 
to pay the price of forgiving especiaHy if 
95 percent of the wrong is on the other 
side. TI1is step requires God's .help. As 
He works, we see our sin in the matter 
too; we see the hate in our hearts as just 
as bad as whatever the other person did; 

we begin to understand why the other 
person acted as he did. As we forgive the 
one who has hurt us we need also to ask 
for forgiveness for our sin of holding the 
resentment. ( e) As forgiveness becomes 
real, comes a release and happiness in 
the individual's heart which gives the 
person a vision of how other problems 
can be solved. One patient expressed it 
this way, "I have never been able to see 
how Christ could really change the 
world, but now I can see that if all peo
ple felt toward one another the way I 
have come to feel toward my brother 
whom I used to hate, peace through 
Christ can come after all." It should be 
remembered that this forgiveness may be 
slow in coming. (f) One knows that for
giveness has really taken place in the fol
lowing way. When the individual thinks 
of the person and the things they did to 
hurt one, it is as if, from the emotional 
point of view, the things never took 
place. Only the non-disturbing intellect
ual memory remains. ( g) A final and im
portant step is that the individual should 
continue to live in daily contact with 
God. The daily devotional time should 
be a habit. As one lives thus in contact 
with God, other areas which need chang
ing may be brought to one's attention. 

I do not mean to imply that all ques
tions have been answered or that all that 
might be said has been said about resent
ment. However, there are a few points 
which should be reemphasized. ( 1) Re
sentment is a very frequent cause of dif
.ficultfos even between Christians. ( 2) 
Though it is sometimes advisable to 
apologize to a person we have hated, 
this is not always so. ( 3) If one does feel 
it is necessary to apologize, it is extreme
ly important that we have already for
given the person we hated deep in our 
heart. If this is not done first, the person 
to whom we are apologizing may feel we 
are pointing out their sins. Our attempted 
restitution may thus become retribution. 
( 4) Resentment is a poison. It is danger
ous. It divides and splits churches and 
families. It is continually sapping the life 
and vitality of the church. It is sin. It is 
evil. It is against God. It can be gotten 
rid of. To do so requires our forgiving 
and being forgiven. God's help is avail
able in doing this if we ask Him. Each of 
us is a follower of Christ. Let us look at 
our work, our lives, and our commit
ments. It may well be that hate and re
sentment in our hearts now is completely 
neutralizing an the good we are attempt
ing to do by our Christian commitment 
and work. vVhat a shame! vVhat a trag
edy! Let us pray silently, "O Christ, is 
there anyone I hate, resent, or need to 
forgive?" If the answer comes "Yes" we 
already have taken the first step. Go on 
from there. 
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''EVERY 
GOOD 
AND 
PERFECT 
GIFT 
IS 
FROM 
ABOVE, 
AND 
COMETH 
DOWN 
FROM THE 
FATHER OF 
LIGHTS, WITH WHOM THERE 
IS NO VARIABLENESS, NEITHER 
SHADO w OF TURNING. H 

-JAmfS 1:17 
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• • • THE GIFT OF CHILDHOOD . 
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THE GIFT OF DAILY WORK. 



. . . THE GIFT OF CREATIVITY. 
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. . . THE GIFT FOR THE CAPACITY 
TO RESPOND TO GOD'S LOVE. 
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The Glow 
of Christinas 
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THE HOMEWARD CHRISTMAS JOURNEY 

By GRACE V. WATKINS 

Within this lovely season, Christmas-bright, 
Bless all the ones, 0 Lord, who travel home: 
A little farm house where the prairie light 
Is wide and gold; a city house; or some 
Unneighbored cottage on a windy shore. 
When they shall see each well-remembered face, 
Oh, may they feel, as oftentimes before, 
Immensity of love and joy and peace. 
And, Lord, the ones for whom there cannot be 
A going home except in memory-
Give them a shining gratitude, and lead 
Their hearts to ministries on hills of need 
Where they shall see horizons vast and far, 
Illumined by the wondrous-gleaming star. 
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WHAT OF THE MANGER? 

By MILDRED N. HOYER 

What of the manger of the soul 
As Christmas dawns again, 

And Jesus seeks to find a place 
Within the hearts of men? 

What if the manger overflow 
With selfishness or doubt; 

Or thoughts of unf orgiveness 
Should crowd the Christ Child out? 

ONE NIGHT IN BETHLEHEM 
By JANE MERCHANT 

We do not know how many saw 
A difference in the sky 
And pondered, with instinctive awe 
What it could signify. 

It was not given all to read 
Of prophecy and star. 
Not all were told it calne to lead 
The learned ones from afar. 

Yet carpenters and serving maids, 
And men with nets to mend 
Must have said: "Look! Before it fades
What may this light portend? 

"It's not for such as we to ask; 
Perhaps the wise ones know"
y et found in every arduous task 
A difference, a glow. 
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A 
SLOWLY 
GROWING 

FABRIC 
by AMY LEE 

The old stereotypes of the 
American Indian die hard. In 
Oklahoma, where the Okla
homa Indian Mission Confer
ence is the largest concentra
tion of Indian churches in the 
nation, Miss Lee observes some 
of the changes taking place 
today. 
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Piano lessons, beadwork, and steward
ship and tithing. 

Threads in a slowly growing fabric of 
aid and self-help projects-and greater 
individual involvement in the church
for Indians served by the Oklahoma In
dian Mission Conferences of The Meth
odist Church. 

TI1e bead work project was begun re
cently by Martha Stewart in the King
fisher Indian Mission church. Kingfisher, 
a town of some 3,500 population about 
40 miles northwest of Oklahoma City, is 
one of seven communities where Miss 
Stewart serves as conference town and 
country worker. TI1is is supported by the 
National Division of The Methodist 
Board of Missions. 

Though miniscule in relation to the 
massive employment needs among the 
Indian people, the bead work project is 
at least a start toward income-producing 
activity. 

"It takes a long time to move both In
dians and whites," Miss Stewart ob
served during our recent visit to Okla
homa City. Beads and supplies she ob
tains through the Board of Missions 
Cash-for-Supplies fund and from dona
tions. 

The Indian church and Woman's So
ciety at Kingfisher also benefit. Half the 
profits from the sale of bead-work arti
cles goes to the maker, half to the church 
treasury. 

On the day of our visit that treasury
and Mrs. Daisy Black Bear, Woman's So
ciety president-were richer by $41. 
That amount represented sales of some 
of Mrs. Black Bear's attractive and un
usual bead-work necklaces. 

Before Miss Stewart could get to the 
Black Bear house to deliver the money, 
Daisy appeared unexpectedly at the door 
of the Broadway Motel where Miss Stew
art makes her headquarters in Kingfisher. 

Daisy had been preceded by another 
caller-Sue Jones, a soft-voiced, smiling 
little girl of twelve with a piece of music 
in one hand. The room was momentarily 
full of greetings and hand-shaking. 
Daisy, looking at light-skinned Sue sit
ting quietly on the couch, jokingly asked 
us how we liked the pale-face Indian! 

When Martha put the money for her 
work in her hand, Daisy said, "Oh, now 
I can buy Charlie some shoes." Charlie, 
Daisy's youngest son, started school this 
fall after attending Head Start· classes in 
the summer. 

At Martha's request we all went out-

side to have our pictures taken. Next we 
exchanged addresses. Daisy said she 
loved to get mail from people back East. 

"Well, I have to get home now," she 
said, and eased into the not-new black 
car waiting for her. It was filled with 
nodding, smiling Indians and sagged 
slightly on its rear axle. With farewell 
waves they drove off. 

Back in the motel room Sue Jones 
showed us her music-John Schaum Be
ginners' Course. Sue takes a piano lesson 
every Tuesday afternoon after school. 
Her teacher is a member of the Woman's 
Society of the white First Methodist 
Church. The society pays for the lessons. 
Sue practices Monday afternoons on the 
piano in the church. 

Piano lessons-another Stewart-in
spired project-have more than usual 
significance for Indian youngsters like 
Sue who are growing up among the 
Cheyennes and Arapahoes of this area
two tribes whom Miss Stewart describes 
as most backward and underprivileged. 

She attests the existence of 'bitter 
prejudice" against them in Kingfisher 
and the other towns she works in. 

"The white people think these Indians 
are lazy and that they drink too much. 
In some cases they do," she admitted, 
'but it was the white man who brought 
liquor to them." 

As to how the Indians in these towns 
make a living, Miss Stewart said, "They 
do odds jobs now and then. Many are on 
welfare. There are lots of school drop
outs. Few go on to college." 

We later met one who was college
bound, however, after a stop at the home 
of another Indian neighbor, Rena Cook. 
In her neat print dress, her hair in little 
braids, Mrs. Cook came down the porch 
steps to see us. As she stood by the car, 
two young girls came out of the house. 
They did not linger after introductions. 
They had just acquired a car and couldn't 
wait to sit in it. 

Martha had $27 for Rena for mocas
. sins. She accepted it without indicating 
as had Daisy Black Bear, what it would 
be used for. 

After leaving Rena's we drove past the 
Indian Mission church, a small white 
edifice with a fellowship hall next door. 
Several people were walking around out
side. We stopped. TI1ey turned out to be 
the outgoing and incoming pastors and 
their wives-Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Light
foot and Mr. and Mrs. Spencer Ahpea
tone. 
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J Mr. Lightfoot, we learned, had been 

I:'

'. assigned to the church in Colony, a town 
of 400 people about 60 miles southwest 
of Kingfisher. I "How do you like moving to Colony?'' 

I Martha asked. 

1 
"Got to like it," he said. 

I, ~frfs. Ah1p~atone showeK~' littfile1 
cntlfrnsi-

1,

'. asm or t 1e1r move to mg s 1er rom 
Oklahoma City. "'Ve've been in our house 
in the city just three years. "'e were 

• getting quite a few things done. We just 
had the living room papered." She 
shrugged slightly. "My daughter and her 
husband are going to live in it." 

A radiant-faced young Indian came 
over to see Martha and be introduced
Floyd Black Bear. "He has a scholarship 

' to Cook Training School in Tempe, Ari
zona," she said proudly. In his bearing, 
his manner, his alertness, Floyd gave the 
lie, as no words could, to the stereotype 
of the lazy, dnmken Indian-the stereo-
type accepted and resented by the 
whites. 

\Ve moved on, heading for Sue's house. 
On the way Martha pointed out the 
Black Bear house. It looked impossibly 
small for the ten people who live in it. 
Only one story high, it seemed to be 
pulled earthward by some invisible force. 
Three or four young children were play
ing around the front door. In the side 
yard a young man sat idly on an old iron 
bed. 

\Ve drew up by Sue's house. It was set 
back from the street and somewhat hid
den by untrimmed bushes and foliage. 
Here, too, young children ran around in 
the yard. Sue's mother, in loose dress and 
old slippers, a cigarette in her hand, 
walked out to the car. Martha introduced 

i her-Mrs. Red Bird-and asked if she 
!' would let Sue come into the city for a 
I. few days and stay with Martha's mother. 

I 
I 
i' 

! ~frs. Red Bird assented but said she 
didn't want Sue to miss her piano lesson 
-she was doing so well. Martha said, 
"\Ve'll take Sue over to her teacher's 
house and see if she can have her lesson 
now. Sue, go get your things and come 
along." 
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\Ve parked across from the teacher's 
house, a pretty white frame dwelling on 
a tree-lined street. Sue ran over to the 
house and disappeared inside. \~Te waited 
in the car while she took her lesson. 

TI1en we headed back to the city. 
The city where, that morning, we had 

sat around a big table in the Indian Mis-
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sion Conference office at Epworth Meth
odist Church, talking with Rev. Pat Free
man, newly elected conference youth 
director; J eannc Conover, director of 
children's work (a post formerly held by 
Martha Stewart); Rev. Frank "'heeler, 
executive secretary of the conference 
educational staff; Martha, and Rev. 
Robert Pinezaddleby, newly elected su
perintendent of the Southwest District. 

Before Mr. Pinzaddlcby joined us-his 
new duties were already pressing in 
upon him-we had touched on several 
aspects of Indian-white relationships, and 
the ignorance and confusion perpehrnted 
by the old war-whooping, feather
bedccked images of Indians endlessly re
peated on television. 

"\Vhen my four-year-old niece in Ohio 
found out I was coming to Oklahoma to 
work with Indians," Jeanne Conover had 
said, "she asked me if I was going to get 
scalped. Her only knowledge of Indians 
is from TV. I had a hard time explaining 
that it's not that way now." 

Martha told about two Indians boys 
looking at a TV cowboys-and-Indians 
show and saying "get 'em, cowboys!" 
until their mother interrupted with, 
"Who do you think you are?" 

Frank "'heeler told about an occasion 
when Bishop Angie Smith was dressed up 
in Indian regalia and one Indian youngs
ter in the audience said to another, "Now 
there's a real Indian." 

Pat Freeman said, "When Pat Jr.-he's 
seven-and I were making the rounds 
here after coming back from Missouri 
[Mr. Freeman recently completed a 
three-year pastorate there], he put his 
arms around my neck and asked, '\Vhere 
did all those Indians 'come from?' 

Pat laughed, then turned serious. "\Ve 
were leaving the conference just as the 
congregation was singing the last hymn 
and Pat Jr. said, 'Wait, I want to hear it 
in Indian language.' 

"I wonder sometimes if Indian identity 
is being maintained at the expense of 
unity. In Missouri I practically forgot I 
was an Indian. It's not tlmt I want all In
dian identity to be lost, but there must 
be a happy medium." He said he believes 
his son will feel the old ties even less 
than he does. 

Mr. \Vheeler deplored the now mean
ingless bestowal of tribal membership on 
whites. "It was a custom that once had 
value," he said, "because it honored a 
white man who had made a real contri-

bution to the Indian tribe or to Indian 
life. Now it just perpetuates the 'old' 
without any real virtue or purpose." 

After Mr. Pinezaddleby, an imposing 
Kiowa pastor in business suit and muted 
yellow striped shirt, joined us the con
versation took a different tum. His very 
presence, authoritative, business-like, 
semed to call the at-ease atmosphere to 
attention. 

\Ve congratulated him on his new 
position, one to which his talents and 
c>..-perience had eminently fitted him. He 
is a graduate of the Perkins School of 
Theology of Southern Methodist Univer
sity and was for several years director of 
youth work for the conference. 

"\Vhat is the nature of your visit?" he 
asked. 

Still in the mood of the talk about TV 
cowboys and Indians, we answered, 
"Friendly," and said we e>..-pected to hear 
good news of conference progress. 

"Our biggest news," he stated, is the 
results of the stewardship and tithing 
program. It was started a year ago last 
April. A leadership council made up of 
officers of the various churches and con
ference staff members held a meeting for 
church members. Lots of literature was 
distributed. 

"Since then we have been uncovering 
more and more leadership potential. \Ve 
see evidence of new and deeper individ
ual involvement in the church. Tilere is 
m11ch awakening taking place. People 
want to learn more about the church. 

"And there is greater interest among 
young people." 

Contrary to this optimistic view the 
consensus at the table before Mr. Pine
zaddleby's arrival was that too few 
young people were going into church
related work. Mr. vVheeler had noted 
that church-financed scholarships were 
of some help and incentive but that 
larger scholarships were available from 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. "Some stu
dents get both," he said. 

Pat Freeman, a graduate of St. Paul's 
Methodist Tileological School in Kansas 
City, recalled the awakening of his own 
desire to serve the church. 

"I first felt I wanted to follow a Chris
tian vocation when I was a member of 
a caravan team. It was on those caravan 
visits that I saw the many needs of the 
Indian people. I think something went 
out of The Methodist Church when the 
caravan teams were discontinued." 
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Universal Bihlc Sunday comes Dcccmher 11, 1966 

A ~ENTURY AN( 

Fifty years ago in New York, push cmts were one way of distribut
ing Bibles. 

"By far the largest share of tlze world's 
peoples are still living in a scriptural 
vacuum. The average person in most 

·lands lwlds no hope whatever of having 
a Bible in his own language unless it 
comes from the Bible Societies." 

A statement from the Dark Ages? 
From Colonial days? No, this statement 
is from the August, 1966, issue of the 
American Bible Society Record, and it 
refers to the immediate present. (Pages 
96-98) 

The placing of Bibles and Bible por
tions in strategic places continues to be 
the heroic life work of the American Bi
ble Society, now celebrating its 150th 
year of existence. 

The American Bible Society was 
founded on May 11, 1816, at City Hall in 
New York City. 

On May 11, 1966, a group of ladies 
and gentlemen in nineteenth-century 
costumes met in the same room at City 
Hall to mark the 150th anniversary of 
that event. These persons were descen
dants of the 1816 founders. Amongst 
notable names we found Fenimore 
Cooper, DeWitt Clinton, and John Jay. 

The life hist01y of the American Bible 
Society is so vast an achievement that 
we can note here only a few highlights 
of its progress. 

Distribution: In 1817 twenty-four Bi
bles were supplied to a United States 
ship. Ever since that time the supplying 
of Bibles to servicemen has been a part 
of American Bible Society (ABS) policy. 
During the \Var Between the States the 
ABS smuggled Bibles under a "truce of 
God" to boys of both North and Sout11. 

In 1965 more than 745,000 copies of 
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Scripture were distributed to men and 
women serving with the United States 
armed forces. 

More than 25,000 copies of One Way 
for Modern Man, a modern picture ren
dition of the gospel of John, were dis
tributed on 14 United States campuses. 
And approximately 80,000 students from 
foreign lands were offered scriptures in 
their own languages, in 1965. 

Thirty per cent of the 400,000 blind 
people in the United States were reached 
in 1965 by ABS through Braille Books, 
Talking Bible Records, and tape record
ings of the Bible. 

In Burma, a Bible van distributed 
12,880 copies of scripture during the :6rst 
quarter of 1965. 

In India, four Bible vans touring the 
remote villages and vast hinterlands are 
credited with a large part of the thirty 
per cent increase in Bible distribution 
rep01ted for 1965. 

In Italy, 500 volunteers offered scrip
tures in towns and villages, in streets 
and market places, and from door to 
door, at whatever prices people could 
pay. A total of 559,453 copies was dis
tributed in 1965. 

In South Viet Nam, where war has in
terrupted and hindered scripture dis~ 
tribution, Bible van teams are making 
contact with refugees in crowded towns 
and cities. 

Penzotti Institutes and vVorkshops are 
largely responsible for the success of Bi
ble distribution throughout Latin Amer
ica. During 1965 Penzotti Instih1tes and 
vVorkshops trained hundreds of laymen 
and lay women to serve as Bible distrib
utors. There are 221 million people in 

this part of the world, and they speak 
more than 600 languages and dialects. 

During 1965 the largest single order 
for Bibles ( 500,000) in the hist01y of the 
United Bible Societies (of which ABS is 
a pa1t) was received from the Republic 
of Ghana. These Bibles are being placed 
in public schools. Two thirds of the cost 
was borne by the government of Ghana, 
and the Bible Societies were asked to as
sume responsibility for the balance. 

Since 1816 the American Bible Soci
ety has distributed more than 750 mil
lion copies of scripture. The vast major
ity of these copies have been in English 
or Spanish. 

Distiibutors of the Bible are cou
rageous and hardy people who have 
traveled the world's by-roads by way of 
riverboats, canoes, donkeys, cycles, vans, 
cars, liners, planes, and of course, feet. 

One of the missiona1y endeavors of 
early days which caught the imagination 
of children and young people was the 
Bible ship, Morning Star. Actually, there 
were five ships of this name, from 1856 
to 1906. These ships cmried the Word of 
God to the wide stretches of Micronesia 
and the Marquesas Islands. School chil
dren "stockholders" from the United 
States and Hawaii ( 150,000 strong) pur
chased ten-cent shares to build the first 
two Stars. 

A special Bible which symbolized the 
750th million copy was presented by a 
representative of ABS to President Lyn
don B. Johnson, who stated: 

"The Bible was by far the greatest per
sonal treasure of our pioneer ancestors, 
for it contained the hope and the prom
ise and the inspiration which gave them 
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Compiled by ELIZABETH WATSON 

courage to keep on." 
Translating: Bible translators, as well 

as Bible distributors, are due much credit 
for hard and heroic work. 

In the first years of its existence the 
American Bible Society faced a growing 
demand for French Bibles in the Louisi
ana Tenitory, and for Spanish Bibles 
along the Gulf of Mexico, in Florida, and 
in the Southwest. 

By 1818 the Reverend Christian Denke 
had translated the Epistle of John for 
the Delaware Indians. 

German Bibles were obtained from 
abroad, then from local printers, before 
the Society began producing from its 
own plates. Danish Bibles came next, 
then Swedish, Portuguese and others. 
By 1890 sizable numbers of scriptures 
had been printed in Italian, Russian, 
Polish, Hungarian, Chinese and Czech. 
The Bible was available in Japanese by 
1887, and in Korean and Siamese soon 
after. 

In 1962 the American Bible Society en
tered a vast collaborative effort to sup
port translation, production, and dis
tribution in most of the countries of 
Africa. 

In English the ABS offers the King 
James translation, the Revised Standard 
Version, the New English Bible, and 
the j. B. Phillips translation. 

At this time in ABS history translators 
are including colorful prints, photo
graphs, and drawings in certain scrip
ture portions. Paper covers are appear
ing in color, for wider appeal. Special 
Christmas and Easter leaflets are being 
issued. 

Good News for Modem Man is the 
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title of an inexpensive New Testament 
(paperback) in today's English, pub
lished by ABS in the autumn of 1966. 

Five of the major Bible Societies have 
recently sponsored a new edition of the 
New Testament in Greek. And there is 
a new Spanish New Testament meant for 
new literates, and others who may be 
unfamiliar with the literary language. It 
is God Comes to Man . 

During its first year ABS issued 6,410 
Bibles. 

To date, at least one book of the Bible 
has been translated and published in 
1,250 languages. But there still are more 
than a thousand languages and dialects 
into which not even a portion of the Bi
ble has been translated. 

Films and Other Aids: American Bible 
Society aids include films, radio-televi
sion announcements, film strips, window 
displays, and other . exhibits, most of 
these being available to church groups. 

In March, 1966, ABS released a spe
cial anniversary film, "Faith for Eveiy 
Frontier." This 45-minute film reviews 
the hist01y of ABS from its 1816 begin
ning to the present time when the Soci
ety is calling for ten million new Bible 
readers. The film points to new efforts to 
bring the word of God to every frontier. 

United Bible Societies: Among the 
most effective projects initiated by the 
United Bible Societies (of which ABS is 
a part) are the Translators' Institutes. 
Here, missionaries and nationals dis
cuss locally related problems of lan
guage, orthography, and cultural anthro
pology with recognized translation au
thorities. Such Institutes (in 6-week 
sessions) have been held in Japan, Tai-

The American Bible Society's .new head
quarters building near Lincoln Center in 
New York was dedicated Palm Sunday, 
1966. 

wan, the Cameroun, the Philippines, and 
Mexico. 

Suppo1t: From a modest budget of 
twenty thousand dollars in 1818, the ABS 
annual budget has grown to $6,646,000 
in 1966. Funds from the cunent cam
paign of ABS to raise six million dollars 
will be used for new printing presses, 
adequate stocks of scriptures, easier-to
read scriptures, and programs to encour
age Bible reading. 

In 1964 and 1965 the churches sup
plied more than twenty per cent of the 
ABS budget. The ABS "prayerfully antic
ipates" that in the foreseeable future 
the churches will supply fifty per cent 
of its budget. Individual donors, at pres
ent, are the society's greatest source of 
income, however. 

New Bible House: On Palm Sunday, 
1966, a new twelve-story Bible House 
was dedicated at Broadway and 6lst 
Street [1865 Broadway] in New York 
City, "at the crossroads of the world," 
proclaiming to the city, the nation, and 
the world the living reality of the Ameri
can Bible Society's bold new program: 
"God's Word for a New Age." 

The goal of the American Bible Soci
ety remains constant: To provide a Bible 
for every home, to place a New Testa
ment in every hand, and to provide a 
po1tion of scripture for every reader." 

The American Bible Society has been 
closely related to The Methodist Church 
since 1820 when the General Conference 
of the [former] :Methodist Episcopal 
Church made ABS the official agency for 
translation, publication, and distribution 
of the Bible. 
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AN ANCIENT 
RULE, FOREVER 

RELEVANT 

By FLORENCE HOOPER 

The conflict between rich and poor, 
deprived and affiuent, white and Negro, 
crowds today's newspapers and periodi
cals, and echoes endlessly over radio and 
television. 

The annual mission study theme for 
1966-67: "Affiuence and Pove1ty: Dilem
ma for Christians" poses unavoidable col
lision with phases of the problem which 
bring it terrifyingly close to our con
sciences, right now, in this troubled 
world in which our lives are cast. 

Reams are written in secular books 
and pamphlets. Legislatures are be
devilled or challenged by proposed laws, 
schemes, nostrums-many of them pal
pably unworkable, unethical, unscientific, 
and often seriously out of line so far as 
their effects on national and world 
economies are concerned. 

Like you, I read and listen and think 
about the suggested solutions, often with 
dismay and disagreement. Yet I cannot 
deny the prime importance of the matter 
itself, which is perhaps even greater than 
in previous centuries. At any rate, it now 
clamors more loudly for practical an
swers. 

This conflict is a veritable "dilemma 
for Christians" and there seem to be, 
alas, no facile solutions. Yet I would call 
your attention to a basic principle under
lying it, as the Old and New Testaments 
set it forth. As we well know, the Bible 
does not offer answers to specific prob
lems. It lays down general truths, com
mandments, and incentives which the in
dividual, under the guidance of the Spirit 
of God, must study, to find his own 
motivation and response. It is imperative 
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that every modern Christian review his 
ideals and practices in this matter in 
the light of the will of God as expressed 
in His word. Make no mistake about its 
being a demanding discipline, going to 
the very heart of divine-human relation
ships. 

Through both Old and New Testa
ments there runs like a guiding thread, a 
sort of Ariadne's clue, a Golden Rule: 
"Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy
self." The Rule's fundamental social 
truth has been proven in all ages , its 
validity highlighted most vividly when, 
as is sadly often the case, it is most .Ba
grantly violated. 

There is a majestic rightness about the 
Jewish law in this connection, as found, 
for example, in Deuteronomy ( 8:18): 
"You shall remember the Lord your God, 
for it is I-le who gives you the power to 
get wealth." Rich or just comfortably off, 
we need often to be reminded of that 
fact, just as truly as did the people of 
ancient Israel. 

"111e Lord your God is not partial and 
takes no bribe. I-le executes justice for 
the fatherless and the widow, and loves 
the sojourner, giving him food and cloth
ing." (10:17, 18) 

"Justice, and only justice you shall fol
low. (16:20) "If there is among you 
a poor man, one of your brethren, in 
any of your towns . . . you shall not 
harden your heart or shut your hand 
against your poor brother, but you shall 
open your hand to him and lend him suf
£cient for his need, whatever it may be." 
(15:7,8) 

111e Hebrew prophets heap scorn on 
the rich man who "tramples upon the 
needy and deals deceitfully with false 
balances that he may buy the poor for 
silver and the needy for a pair of san
dals." (Amos 8:4 ff.) 

If you and I do not actually use false 
balances in a material sense, do we 
skimp a day's work, or remain deaf to 
needs which clamor at our door? 111e 
Rule is as de£nitely pertinent now, and 
as uncomfortable to obey, as it was mil
lennia ago. The inescapable duty of one 
who has this world's material, occupa
tional, and intellectual treasures is to 
share with brethren in need. 

Christians are bound to that humble 
self-giving which honestly emulates the 
perfect self-giving of their Lord. To this 
end they are called to face modern situa
tions in the light of both His example 
and His teaching. 

Ponder His parables. I-low startlingly 
they picture our condition! 11rn story of 
the Good Sammitan is poignantly pe1ti
nent right now. Remember Catherine 
Genovese! Think of the parable of the 
Talents when you are making out your 
annual budget, or even your income tax 

return. That story demands creative use 
of the resources entrusted to you. 

Obedience to the Golden Rule is sure
ly involved in the way we spend our 
money. Do we spend for "that which is 
not bread" either for ourselves or for 
others? Is our expenditure keyed to 
selRslmess or to the will of God? 

It must, however, be noted that money 
and its use are not the only measures of 
obedience to the Rule. Overweening am
bition, at no matter what cost to the well
being of our fellows, can be as serious a 
violation as callous refusal to render fi
nancial or physical help. The lonely peo
ple about us are as truly in need as are 
the hungry ones. Ministry to the spirits 
of others is as urgently commanded bv 
Christ as is aid for their bodies. Their 
need, and our God-given ability to meet 
it, must be the determining factors. 

Dr. \Villiam Barclay, in his commen
tary on The Letters of James and Peter 
(Ed. by Wm. Barclay, pub. in U.S., 1961, 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia, used by 
permission) sounds another wise note of 
caution : "The great characteristic of the 
Christian ethic is that it is what may be 
called a reciprocal ethic which never 
places all the responsibility or all the 
duty on one side. If it speaks of the 
duties of slaves, it also speaks of tl1e 
obligations of masters. If it speaks of tl1e 
duty of children, it also speaks of the ob
ligations of parents." (Pages 263-64.) 

A.5 one studies the Rule the truth of 
Dr. Barclay's observation grows clear. 
To love a neighbor as yourself implies 
the wholesome self-respect which Christ 
expects and creates \vithin the hearts of 
those who try to follow in His steps. He 
did not deprive himself or His disciples 
of the social joys, or of the beautiful 
world round about. "Man does not live 
by bread alone," He said. Yet He never 
seized things for himself at the expense 
of those in need about Him. Of those 
whom He helped He demanded a certain 
kind of return. To the woman taken in 
adultery, He said: "Go and sin no more." 
To the lawyer whose question called 
forth the story of the Good Samaritan 
He suggested: "Go and do thou like-

. " wise. 
As we face need of myriad kinds in 

this our day, Christ tells us: "Love thy 
neighbor as thyself." Can we heed Him? 
Or "what with worries and riches and 
pleasures, is the spirit's life choked out of 
us, so that we produce no crop?" (Luke 
8:14-15, Phillips). . 

Peter, in his First Letter, sums it all 
up: 

"vVhatsoever gift each of you may 
have received, use it in service of one 
another, like good stewards, dispensing 
the grace of God." (First Peter, 4:9, 10, 
NEB) 
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WINDOW ON THE UNITED NATIONS 

RICE-

t -
One Third of the World's "Daily Bread" 

A S International Hice Year draws 
to a close, the one third of the 

world's people for whom rice is "daily 
bread" can feel new hope. Better rice 
crops are being plotted, engineered, 
planned for. 

Proclaimed for 1966 by Dr. B. R. Sen, 
director-general of the Food and Agri
culture Organization ( F AO) of the 
United Nations, International Rice Year 
had among its goals the multiplication 
and distribution of improved seeds, 
wider use of fertilizers, better water 
management, mechanization programs, 
and disease and pest control. 

In announcing its support of IRY the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture pointed 
out that the pm1)ose of IRY was "to focus 
attention on the importance of rice to the 
world's economy and to world nutrition, 
and to stimulate further progress in rice 
culture. The world rice crop amounts to 

DECEl-.113EH 19GG 

about $20 billion a year and earns nearly 
a billion dollars in foreign exchange for 
exporting nations. U.S. rice production 
amounts to about 7J~ billion pounds a 
year, with about 55 percent of the crop 
going to world markets." 

The United States played a particular
ly significant role in supporting IRY this 
year: it was host countiy for meetings of 
F AO'S International Rice Commission 
and its four \Vorking Parties. This is the 
first time the IRC has met in the United 
States, and only the second time meet
ings have been held outside the Far 
East. 

There was another "first": a new 
\Vorking Party-the Rice Committee for 
the Americas-held its inaugural ses
sions during the IRC's 12-day conference 
at Lake Charles, Louisiana, last July. 

\Vhy Lake Charles? 
Situated in the heart of rice counby 

Lake Charles was the perfect "home 
base" and take-off point for the dele
gates, observers, and secretariat staff to 
see how rice is grown in the United 
States. Some of the U.S. methods are 
unique and quite different from the sub
sistance farming in Asia and the Far East 
where more than 90 percent of the 
world's rice production is based. 

According to Dr. Roy C. Dawson, F AO 
agricultural adviser in the North Ameri
can Regional Office, Washington D.C., 
IRC conferees took two field trips: One 
to Beaumont, Texas, and one to Crowley, 
Louisiana, centers of the U.S. rice indus
try which extends over Louisiana, Ar
kansas, East Texas, reaching even into 
~1Iississippi and the Sacramento Valley in 
California. 

"This region produces all the rice we 
need in this country plus more for ex
ports," Dr. Dawson told \VonLD OuTLOOK 
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in a recent telephone interview. "Since 
the loss of Cuba as one of our rice ex
port markets, we are having to seek new 
ones. 

"Expansion of rice production in Latin 
America led to the establishment of the 
new Rice Committee for the Americas," 
Dr. Dawson stated. 

"Interest in the committee proved suf
ficient to warrant a second meeting. It 
will be held probably in a year or two, 
with Brazil as host country." 

Because, up to this year, all meetings 
of the International Rice Commission 
except one-held in Italy-were held in 
the Far East, Latin American countries 
had shown little interest in the IRC. The 
July conclave in the United States 
changed all that. 

"The new Rice Committee for the 
Americas will deal with problems in the 
production and protection of rice in 
North and South America," Dr. Dawson 
said. 

TI1e three other Working Parties, old 
hands at the meeting game, were holding 
sessions as usual during the IRC July 
conference. 

The Working Party on Rice Soils, 
"'ater and Fertilizer Practices, in its 
tenth session, covered such topics as tech
niques in determining water require
ments for rice crops, and the more ef
ficient use of fertilizers and water 
management. 

The Working Party on the Agricultur
al Engineering Aspects of Rice Produc
tion, Storage and Processing, in its fourth 
session, took up problems of planting, 
harvesting, storage and processing of 
rice. 

The Working Party on Rice Produc
tion and Protection, meetng for its 
eleventh sesion, considered measures for 
preventing rice diseases, and control of 
insects (in the field and in storage), 
rodents, and birds. 

Also under study, according to Dr. 
Dawson, was the problem of toxins that 
form in rice during storage. 

Countries participating in the IRC con
ference were Brazil, Ceylon, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, France, India, Haly, 
Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Netherlands, 
Sierra Leone, Thailand, and the United 
States. 

Countries sending observers were Co
lombia, El Salvador, Guyana, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, and Panama. 

Recommendations resulting from ses
sions of the ·working Parties have been 
submitted to F AO. 

A prime concern of the International 
Rice Commission, as of many other inter-
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national organizations, is the population 
explosion, for the biggest population in
creases are in major rice-eating areas. 
The bulk of rice is produced and eaten in 
the Far East. 

A recent release by FA O's Anthony 
Leeks, head of the Rice Section of the 
Commodites Division, notes that among 
countries where rice is the main food 
Mainland China consumes the most: 40 
percent of the world's rice production. 
Over 400 million people in China are 
rice eaters. Roughly 700 million of the 
inhabitants in the Far East, not including 
China, are also habitual rice eaters. 

Mr. Leeks also points out that in Latin 
America rice is important in such coun
tries as Cuba, Pem, Ecuador, and 
Guyana (formerly British Guiana). 

"Other big groups of rice eaters," he 
says, "are found in Brazil, the United 
Arab Republic, and parts of the Near 
East and W'est Africa. Elsewhere rice is 
a small part of the diet." 

Rice eaters, he states, may be classified 
roughly in three groups: 

TI1e largest group is made up of the 
habitual rice eaters of the Far East. They 
are mainly poor and have to rely on rice 
for most of their nutrition. Even when 
their incomes permit purchase of other 
foods, they prefer rice. 

The second big group of rice eaters in
cludes people in West Africa, parts of 
Latin America and Asia who have settled 
in urban areas. They have usually mi
grated from rural areas where little rice 
is grown; to them rice is a semi-lma1ry 
food. As they earn more in the cities they 
switch from maize, millet or sorghum to 
rice. 

The third group of rice eaters is scat
tered among countries where rice is 
eaten only as a special dish. People in 
this group, according to Mr. Leeks, are 
well fed, their diet is diversified-they 
have plenty of meat, eggs, fish, poultry, 
sugar, and some wheat and rice. Most 
live in the high income countries of Eu
rope and North America. 

Mr. Leeks notes some interesting rice 
preferences among people of different 
countries. Millions, he says, prefer rice 
hand-pounded rather than machine
milled or parboiled. In parboiling the 
paddy is soaked in hot water and dried 
prior to milling and cooking. About 50 
percent of Indian rice eaters prefer par
boiled rice. So do many in East Pakistan. 
Among millions of others there is a strong 
preference for highly polished rice. Mr. 
Leeks calls this unfortunate because the 
husked or parboiled types retain higher 
nutritive values. 

Preferences in shapes of rice vary, too. 
Long grain rice is considered superior in 
countries of Southeast Asia and it brings 
a higher price in the world market. 

Round grain rice (in this rice the 
grains tend to stick together in cooking) 
is preferred in Japan, Korea, Taiwan, 
and parts of China. In the U.S. round 
grain rice is preferred for dessert and 
long grain rice for use in curries. 

TI10ugh it may have look-alike fea
tures, rice calls variety kin. As F AO ex
plains: "Long, medium and short, about 
7,000 varieties of rice grow over a wider 
range of latitudes, climates and altitudes 
and soils than any other cereal crop. 
Thriving round the equator, rice has 
also been cultivated profitably as far 
north as Czechoslovakia and Hungary. It 
has been successfully established at 10,-
000 feet in the Himalayas and in the trop
ical swamps of Liberia. The only limiting 
factor, in fact, seems to be water; for al
though there are drought-resisting varie
ties, and research is going on in the hope 
of finding more and better ones, none at 
present matches the yield or reliability of 
wet paddy." 

With the aid of the UN EJ. .. 'Panded Pro
gram of Technical Assistance or the UN 
Special Fund, F AO has helped several 
countries to boost their rice crops. 

In the United Arab Republic, for in
stance, the problem was to increase the 
crop without increasing the area of cul
tivation. F AO sent a Chinese expert, Dr. 
C. I. Pan, to help. His suggestion to single 
out one particular variety for cultivation 
turned the trick. Since 1954 rice produc
tion has doubled. 

In Sudan three F AO experts have 
helped to double rice yields through the 
use of improved varieties. Now, after 
eight years of assistance and effort, 
Sudan grows enough rice for its own 
needs and could produce a surplus. 

Trade, of course, is another vital 
aspect of the rice picture. F AO points to 
this predicament in the rice trade: 

"One of the peculiarities of the world 
rice trade as compared with other com
modities is that three-quarters of it is 
carried on between developing countries. 

"While some are trying to push their 
rice exports, others, for currency reasons, 
have to restrict their imports. A possible 
solution to this dilemma . . . is some form 
of intra-regional trade arrangement. ... 

"Meantime, the very precariousness of 
the rice trade contains its own lesson. It 
is that if man is to survive, he must 
cooperate." 
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RICE FACTS 
from FAO 

"THE SOUL 
OF RICE" 

DECEMBER 1966 

This morning, as every morning. eleven hundred million human beings 
rose to face a future dominated by the single word, rice. 

Rice means life for more than a third of the population of the world. 

Among these rice-eating peoples population is increasing so fast that by 
the end of this century they will make up more than half the world's popula
tion. 

Today the annual world rice crop weighs about 260 million tons before it 
is husked. It is the world's biggest crop. 

The theme of International Rice Year: this enormous crop can. and must, be 
multiplied. 

The gap must be narrowed between the countries of Asia and Africa where 
the average cultivator harvests about LSOO pounds per acre and the coun
tries of Europe and North America where the yield ranges from 4.000 to 
4.500 pounds per acre. 

A charming story about the religious beliefs and customs that surround 
the growing of rice appears in the F AO magazine, Freedom from Hunger 
(January-February, 1966). 

Called "The Soul of the Rice," it opens with an account of a ceremony in 
which a woman, carrying a basket filled with white wrappings. "like a 
child's swaddling clothes," is welcomed at a Malay farmhouse. She places 
the basket on a newly made sleeping mat, then removes the wrappings to 
reveal a bundle of seven ears of rice, freshly harvested, annoinred with oil. 
perfumed and tied together. 

This is the Rice Child: the Soul of the Rice, born anew. The ritual, the story 
notes, is based on the belief that "in rice, as in man. there is an animating 
principle which explains the whole cycle of life ..•. This principle is the 
:soul of the rice, and although contained in the fibers of the plant it can also 
escape from them. Only by preserving this soul from harvest to the following 
year's seedtime can the continued prosperity of the paddy field be ensured. 

" ••• the Rice Soul, in the symbolic child form, had been taken from a plant 
previously selected as the Mother of the Rice. At the farmhouse, after three 
days of tender care closely paralleling the rituals considered necessary to a 
newly born human baby, the grains of the Rice Child would be mixed with 
some from the Rice Mother before being placed. still in the basket, in the 
big rice bin. There the· Rice Soul would guard the store until time for the 
next sowing, when it would be mixed with the new seed and then returned 
to the paddy •••• 

"Beliefs crediting rice with spiritual attributes similar to those of man and 
his gods have sprung up almost wherever it has been cultivated. except in 
the Western and South American countries, to which it came after Chris
tianity had taken hold .••• 

"As the great basic religions of the human race spread ever wider, they 
either embraced the older rituals, adapting them to their own purpose. or 
rejected them. 

"Who now, for instance, throwing rice at a wedding couple, connects it 
with the ears of rice forming the Rice Bride and Rice Bridegroom who, in 
Javanese custom, were even given their own bridal chamber, from which the 
reborn Soul of the Rice would eventually emerge?" 
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METHODIST OVERSEAS 
STUDIED AT MEET 

An international conference meeting in 
Green Lake, Wis., October 29-November 4 
to consider guidelines for Methodist or
ganization and relationships around the 
world found general agreement in certain 
broad areas, but had varying opinions in 
other areas. 

There was general consensus in the areas 
of Christian unity, in the autonomy and in
terdependence of churches, and in the need 
for change in world Methodist structure. 
Approval was given to a general plan in
volving a series of regional conferences and 
an over-all international conference. 

The Consultation on Methodist Church 
Structure was called by the Commission on 
the Stmctme of Methodism Overseas 
(COSMOS) of The Methodist Church. 

The Consultation was not legislative, and 
its decisions are binding on no one. Its rec
ommendations were not released in detail, 
pending further study by COSMOS, which 
will use them in preparing a report and 
recommendations to the 1968 Methodist 
General Conference in Dallas, Texas. It is 
the General Conference that must make any 
final decision about any change in Methodist 
structure. 

The Consultation was called by COSMOS 
officially to "prepare a proposal for study 
looking toward recommendations to the 1968 
General Conference on organization and 
administration issues of The Methodist 
Church's worldwide structure." COSMOS 
leaders said they consider the Consultation 
an important event in their timetable for 
preparing recommendations to the General 
Conference. The next step, they said, is to 
provide for wide discussion in U. S. Meth
odism of the same issues faced by the Con
sultation. 

Among the 250 Methodist and ecumenical 
leaders from 48 countries at the Consultation 
were bishops, parish ministers, mission 
board and ecumenical agency executives, 
seminary professors and laymen. 

Debate revealed that one group, includ
ing persons from both the U. S. and over
seas, saw a need for basic, somewhat radical 
change in the way The Methodist Church 
is organized around the world. Another 
group, however, preferred to keep the pres
ent structure essentially unchanged, though 
with probably some modifications. Despite 
the presence of divergent opinions, the Con
sultation recommended to COSMOS that 
some change in world sh·ucture should be 
made. 

There was an expressed willingness by 
U. S. representatives to recommend to U. S 
Methodism that the present preponderance 
of American influence in Methodist stmcture 
(based on strength of numbers, as for ex
ample, ten American delegates in the Gen
eral Conference to one overseas delegate) 
be subordinated in the interest of a more 
balanced international structure. 

Though there was some difference in in
terpretation, which was brought out in floor 
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Bishop H erbeit Vl el ch is shown looking over congrailllatory letters and telegrams as he 
celebrated his 104th bi1thday on Nov. 7 in New York. Looking on are his two daughters, 
Miss Eleanor Welch (left) and Mrs. Anthony F. Blanks. Thought to be the oldest bishop of 
any denomination in the world, Bishop Welch was elected in 1916. He retired in 1936 but 
was recalled for various assignments for many years. 

discussion, the Consultation found substan
tial agreement in the field of Christian unity. 
One of the recommendations said: "We (the 
Consultation) recommend that COSMOS 
petition the General Conference to affirm 
that the goal of The Methodist Church in 
ecumenical relations in the union of churches 
-within the boundaries of theological con
viction and to the degree that it strengthens 
the Christian mission." Another recom
mendation asked COSMOS to "consult with 
Methodist Churches historically related to 
the church in the U. S. regarding their pres
ent union plans in order to encourage them 
to move forward to fulfillment as soon as 
possible with whatever help COSMOS can 
provide." Representatives from some parts 
of the world said that, for the foreseeable 
future, their churches' role in Christian unity 
would be cooperation rather than church 
union, though the latter might be an ulti-
mate goal. · 

In discussion of the autonomy and inter
dependence of churches, representatives of 

Methodism in some pa1ts of the world ex
pressed a desire for structural autonomy, 
while those from other sections made it clear 
they desire to continue their present rela
tionship as Cenh·al Conferences to the Gen
eral Conference. There was general agree
ment, however, on these recommendations 
to COSMOS: 

"We affirm that the move toward an 
autonomous structure on the part of l'vleth
odist Churches in different parts of the 
world is a welcomed development. We ask 
COSMOS to call on the General Conference 
to affirm its readiness to continue the sup
port in prayer, concern, personnel and funds 
to any Methodist Church overseas which 
moves toward or has achieved autonomy, 
or to a related united church." 

'While approving autonomy for those parts 
of overseas Methodism which may desire it, 
the Consultation also expressed supp01t of 
those sections of the church overseas which 
desire to continue their present relationship 
to the General Conference. The Consulta-
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tion also said that support in prayer, con
cern, personnel and funds should continue 
to be made available to those churches 
which continue in their present relationship. 

A sense of the interdependence of l'vleth
odist Churches in regions of the world 
(Latin America, Asia, etc.) emerged from 
the Consultation, along with a continuing 
feeling of need for world interdependence. 
The Consultation said: "Let us all be as
sured of continuing support and unbroken 
fellowship of one another in the spirit and 
manner we have become accustomed to ex
pect from one another in the Methodist 
family." 

Recommendations as to the next steps in 
possible changes in worldwide Methodist 
structure were made by the Consultation 
and are under study by COSMOS. Though 
not released in detail, the next steps en
visioned by the Consultation, in broadest 
outline, involve regional l'vlethodist Confer
ences in various parts of the world and an 
over-all international conference. 

In making recommendations to COSMOS, 
the Consultation heard and discussed formal 
papers on five alternatives in Methodist 
structure. They were: I-Modification of 
present structure, 2-Autonomy, 3-A 
United Methodist Church Conference, 4-
United churches, and 5-A World Meth
odist Conference of Churches. Though the 
Consultation did not endorse any alternative 
specifically, elements of all were in the rec
ommendations to COSMOS. 

Bishop Richard C. Raines, Indianapolis, 
Ind., president of COSMOS who shared the 
presiding duties at the Consultation with 
COSMOS vice-presidents Bishop Sante U. 
Barbieri, Buenos Aires, Argentina, and Bish
op Lloyd C. Wicke, New York, said: "It is 
important to realize that while the Consulta
tion was an important event in Jvlethodist 
Church life, 'its decisions are binding on no 
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one. They are purely advisory to COSivIOS, 
which will study them and make official 
recommendations to the 1968 General Con
ference. Of course, it is that body that must 
make any final decision regarding changes 
in l\fothodist structure." 

The broadly inclusive nature of the Con
sultation is indicated in some of the groups 
represented: \~1orld Council of Churches, 
World Methodist Council, East Asian Chris-

tian Conference, Evangelical United 
Brethren Church (with which Methodism is 
considering union), British Methodist 
Church and several agencies of The Meth
odist Church (such as the Council of 
Bishops, the Coordinating Council, the Com
mission on Ecumenical Affairs and the Board 
of Mission). l'vlinisters and laymen from the 
U. S. and overseas comprised the largest 
group. 

RNS Photo 

Bishop Homer A. Tomlinson, leader of the 75,000-member Chllrch of God and self-pro
claimed "king of the World," poses in front of the Great Pyramid and Sphinx in Egypt. 
Bishop \V. R. (Bill) Rogers blows a 37-inch Texas Longhorn horn to a.nnormce his candidacy 
for president of the United States in 1968 on the Theocratic Party ticket. 

Lutheran Film Associates 

A new Lutheran film, A Time for 'Burning, has been winning acclaim in television and film 
showing arollnd the collntry. Filmed in Omaha, Nebraska, in "cinema verite" (film tr11tl1) 
style, the motion victllre docltments the struggle within an actllal church in attempting to 
establish interracial communication. 
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DEADLOCKED ELECTION 
IN KOREA CONFERENCE 

A deadlock on the election of a bishop, 
reports on growth in several areas of church 
life and an international missionary com
missioning service marked sessions of the 
quadrennial General Conference of the 
Korean l\fothodist Church September 20-27 
and October 13-17 in Seoul, capital of South 
Korea. 

After 111 ballots foiled to produce the 
necessary two-thirds majority vote needed 
to elect a bishop, the General Conference 
adjourned, authorizing the holding of a spe
cial General Conference session in March, 
1967, to try again. The extra session in 
October was held after a deadlock persisted 
all through the regular session in September. 

Through the entire course of balloting, a 
number of ministers received votes for 
bishop but there were three consistent lead
ers from first to last-incumbent Bishop 
Whan-Shin Lee, who has served for the last 
four years; the Rev. Dr. Hong-Kyoo Pyun 
and the Rev. Kwang-Woo Kim, both pastors 
of large churches in Seoul. 

In addition to setting the special General 
Conference session next lvlarch, the dele
gates committed the oversight of the church 
to a nineteen-member Caretaker Committee, 
including Bishop Lee, former Bishop Chong
Pil Kim, missionaries Charles Stokes (Ameri
can home: Wilmore, Ky.) and George 
Sidwell (American home: Rio Grande, 
Ohio), and fifteen Korean churchmen. The 
General Conference also authorized an "ex
haustive and basic" study to be made of 
church structure, church policy and the 
episcopacy. 

The Korean Methodist Church has been 
autonomous since 1930, the 1966 General 
Conference celebrated the thirty-sixth anni
versary of autonomy. There are three annual 
conferences but only one bishop who is 
elected for a four-year term but who cannot 
serve more than two terms. The church is 
affiliated with American Methodism and re
ceives aid through the Methodist Board of 
l\'Iissions in the form of missionaries and 
mission funds. The Korean church is one of 
five autonomous Methodist churches to 
which American Methodism is related. 

The vigor and growth of the Korean 
Methodist Church was reflected in the Epis
copal Address by Bishop Lee in reports of 
the various boards and agencies for the 1962-
66 quadrennium. Highlights included: 

Membership: 1962-50,522; 1966-63,246 
(total constituency is 242,37 4) 

Number of churches: 1962-1,095; 1966-
1,175 

Number of pastors: 1962-1,215; 1966-
1,434 
Other statistical data, which while not 

telling the full story of Korean Methodism's 
work and witness, are indicators of its vi
tality: seventy-five Methodist chaplains 
serve in Korea's mmed forces; six mission
aries serve overseas, including two in Sara
wak (Malaysia), two in Pakistan and two in 
Bolivia; there are 33 orphanages serving 
3,148 children, three homes for the aged, 
six social centers, two student hostels, four 
hospitals serving about 400,000 persons, and 
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21 schools with 31,160 students; there are 
3,648 Sunday schools with 107,030 stu
dents; giving to overseas missions has in
creased eighteenfold in four years; there are 
two full-time evangelists working at police 
stations, five industrial evangelists and two 
persons working full-time in the rehabilita
tion of prostitutes; the Department of Wom
en's \"lork has active programs in evange
lism, education, rural work, social work, 
health and sanitation, children's work and 
youth work. 

A "first" in the life of Korean Methodism 
occurred at the General Conference. It was 
the first commissioning in Korea of an 
American Methodist missionary, and it was 
an international event with both Korean and 
American bishops participating. 

The missionary commissioned was Miss 
Bonnelyn M. Page, a young nurse from Mo
line, Ill., who went to Korea in 1964 as a 
three-year missionary and decided while 
there to become a regularly commissioned 
worker. She is on the staff of the Wonju 
Christian Hospital. 

Performing the comm1ss10ning service 
were Korea's Bishop Lee and America's 
Bishop Hazen G. Werner, administrator of 
the Taiwan-Hong Kong Area and a repre
sentative of the Methodist Council of 

Bishops. Bishop \Verner also presided at 
some conference sessions. 

1966 A GOOD YEAR 
FOR COOPERATION 

Ecumenical cooperation between Roman 
Catholics and other U. S. Christians has 
been catching on with dramatic zest and 
enthusiasm this year in local communities 
across the nation. 

In evidence of this "boom" in Christian 
unity, more than fifteen localities from Mas
sachusetts to California now boast councils 
of churches in which Roman Catholic 
parishes and dioceses hold full membership 
alongside Protestant, Anglican and Eastern 
Orthodox congregations. 

In New Mexico the state council of 
churches has Roman Catholic membership, 
and in Texas ten Roman Catholic dioceses 
are considering application. 

The Rev. Dr. John B. Ketcham, execu
tive director of the Department for Councils 
of Churches in the National Council of 
Churches' Division of Christian Unity, said 
these figures are "out of date as soon as they 
can be compiled, since new councils are 
being added almost every month." 

A document called "Information on Rela
tions Between the Roman Catholic Church 
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and Councils of Churches"-advisory guide
lines for churches interested in developing 
ecumenical dialogue and action in their own 
communities-was jointly issued in October 
by national agencies representing Protes
tant, Anglican, Eastern Orthodox and Ro
man Catholic churches. 

Compilation of this document was one of 
the first acts of an official "working group" 
recently formed by the National Council of 
Churches and the (Roman Catholic) Bish
op's Commission for Ecumenical Affairs. 

It was sent to all Roman Catholic bishops, 
councils of churches and ecumenical offi
cers of NCC-member denominations. 

The document is intended as "informa
tion for appropriate authorities" rather than 
official policy of the National Council or the 
Bishops' Commission, Dr. Ketcham said. 

Its guidelines are based on experience as 
well as official statements from such bodies 
as Vatican II. 

Formal and informal conversation, joint 
working groups, exchange of observers, 
community action task forces, common 
prayer and experiments such as the increas
ingly popular "Living Room Dialogues" are 
recommended as first steps toward member
ship. 

("Living Room Dialogues" are small ecu
menical groups of laymen meeting informal
ly in one another's homes, with no priests 
or ministers present, to discuss differences 
as well as common ground in matters of 
faith and worship.) 

The reason for this new trend toward 
common membership in church councils lies 
deeper than official pronouncements, Dr. 
Ketcham said. 

"In almost every case, a need for common 
action prompted the formation of ecumenical 
committees months and even years before 
official membership ever came under con
sideration," he pointed out. 

"It all really began in 1962 and 1963. The 
first session of Vatican Council II convened 
at Rome in the fall, and by coincidence just 
a few months later in January of 1963 Prot
estant, Orthodox, Catholic and Jewish lead
ers gathered at Chicago for the historic first 
national Conference on Religion and Race. 

"The Civil Rights revolution of the 60's 
was well under way. These men-pastors, 
ministers, rectors, rabbis, priests and bishops 
-returned to their homes convinced as 
never before that they had a major role to 
play in this period of upheaval and soul
searching," Dr. Ketcham said. 

"The Christians were convinced that the 
whole church was being called to repentence 
and reconciliation. In towns and cities 
across the country, men began to under
stand that segregation had tom and maimed 
the body of Christ. 

"Something had to be done. Divided ac
tion could only nurture and perpetuate di
v1s10n. How could Christians proclaim 
brotherhood if they refused to do it with 
one voice? 

"Local committees were formed, differ
ences were laid aside, no delays were 
brooked, and an epoch-making chapter in 
the history of the modern church was be
gun," he said. 

White House sources have maintained 
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that without the active support of thousands 
of churchmen throughout the country the 
Civil Rights Bills of 1964 and 1965 could 
not have become law. 

The churches' concern over such issues as 
poverty, the fate of migrant fmm workers 
and urban renewal have provided other 
equally effective springboards for common 
action, Dr. Ketcham added. 

BISHOP M. L. HARRIS 
DEAD AT FIFTY-NINE 

Bishop l\farquis LaFayette Harris, 59, 
died :in Atlanta Oct. 7 after an extended 
illness. A fmmer college president and All
Ametican football player, he had presided 
over the Atlantic Coast Area of The Meth
odist Church since his election as a bishop 
in 1960. 

Bishop Harris died at St. Joseph's Hos
pital, where he had been a patient several 
times in recent weeks. Funeral services Oct. 
9 at Central Methodist Church were con
ducted by Bishop Charles F. Golden of 
Nashville. Bishop Noah W. Moore, Jr., of 
Houston, Tex., gave the eulogy. Other par
ticipants were retired Bishops Willis J. King 
of New Orleans, Edgar A. Love of Baltimore 
and Matthew W. Clair, Jr., of St. Louis, 
Mo., and the Rev. A. S. Dickerson, pastor. 

Burial was in South View Cemetery, At
lanta. 

Born March 8, 1907, near Tuskegee, Ala., 
Bishop Harris atencled both high school and 
college at Clark College, Atlanta, and re
ceived his bachelor of science degree there 
in 1928. He gained the bachelor of divinity 
degree from Gammon Theological Seminary 
here in 1929, the master of sacred theology 
from Boston University in 1930 and a doc
tor of philosophy degree from Ohio State 
University in 1933. He also did graduate 
study at Harvard and w·estem Reserve Uni
versities, was a fellow of the National Col
lege of Canada and was granted honorary 
doctorates by Gammon, Clark and South
western College. 

During his educational career, Dr. Harris 
taught physics and mathematics at Clark 
College; taught physics and chemistry, di
rected athletics and was dean of men at 
Claflin College; was dean and professor of 
sociology at Samuel Houston College. 

Licensed a !vlethodist minister in 1927, 
he entered the Lexington Conference in 
1930 and served pastorates in Cleveland, 
Martin's Ferry and Columbus, Ohio. 

In 1936, he was elected president of 
Philander Smith College in Little Rock, 
Ark., and remained there until 1960, when 
he was elected a bishop in the church's 
Central Jmisdiction. He also served for 
seven years as executive secretary of the 
Lexington Conference Board of Education. 

vVhile in college, Harris distinguished 
himself in both debating and athletics. He 
attained 1926 All-Ametican honors at guard 
and tackle in football and played profes
sional basketball and baseball briefly after 
graduation. He was founder of the Gulf 
Coast Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
and was its president 1955-60. 

Bishop Harris served the denomination in 
many ways, both before and after his elec
tion to the episcopacy. He was a delegate to 
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each General Conference from 1940 to 1960, 
was a long-time member of the General 
Board of Education, was a delegate to both 
World Methodist Council and World Coun
cil of Churches meetings. He also served as 
vice president of the Arkansas Council of 
Churches, as a member of the Mid-Century 
Conference on Children and Youth in 1950, 
member of the State Advisory Board of 
United Nations. He gained special honors 
from the Urban League of Greater Little 
Rock and Phi Beta Sigma. 

At the time of his death he was a member 
of the Methodist Coordinating Council, 
Board of Lay Activities, Commission on Pro
motion and Cultivation and the board of the 
National Council of Churches. 

He also was a member of the American 
Mathematical Society, Ame1ican Association 
of Symbolic Logic, American Philosophical 
Association, and other academic and frater
nal groups. He was the author of three books, 
Some Conceptions of God, Voice in the 
Wilderness and Life Can Be Meaningful. 

Survivors are the widow, Geneva; a son, 
Marquis L. Jr., of Milwaukee, Wisc.; sister, 
!vlrs. Ethel Rogers of Cincinnati, Ohio; 
brother, Elisha Harris of Trevose, Pa. 

Arrangements have been made by the 
Central Jurisdiction College of Bishops for 
supervision of the five annual conferences 
over which Bishop Hanis presided-Central 
Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Mississippi and 
Upper Mississippi. 

SCARRITT BREAKS GROUND 
FOR NEW LIBRARY 

Scanitt College here has broken ground 
for a new $725,000 library and approved 
plans to double the size of its campus from 
nine to eighteen acres. 

The groundbreaking ceremony took place 
as a feature of the Scarritt board of trustees 
meeting Oct. 3-4. 

Doubling the size of the campus involves 
land acquisition over a period of years at an 
expected cost of about $900,000 under a 
proposed urban renewal program. 

Scarritt President D. D. Holt said the cost 
of construction of the new library is being 
underwritten by a gift of $600,000 from the 
Woman's Division of the Methodist Board 
of Missions. An additional $125,000 will be 
required to furnish and equip the building, 
bringing the total to $725,000. 

Members of the Methodist 'Woman's So
ciety of Christian Service throughout Ameti
ca contributed most of the $600,000 for 
Scarritt as a part of their annual "Call to 
Prayer and Self-Denial" last year. 

Mrs. Glenn E. Laskey, Ruston, La., presi
dent of the Vloman's Division, participated 
in the groundbreaking ceremony, along with 
Bishop H. Ellis Finger, Jr., Nashville, presi
dent of Scarritt trustees; Dr. Holt, and 
others. 

The new libraiy will be a part of the Joint 
University Library system in which Scarritt, 
Peabody College, and Vanderbilt University 
cooperate. 

Scanitt is a Methodist senior college and 
graduate school specializing in the prepara
tion of lay men and women for full-time 
church and community vocations. Its cur
rent enrollment is 152. 

REPLACE THAT OLD COFFEE MAKER 
with a NEW Automatic 

80-CUP URN 
SAVE $24 ~::::;;;:;;;;;,:;~ 
ON THIS 
SPECIAL 

• 

80 CUP 
URN 
FREE 

For selling only $48 of M-K SPICES 
Write today for details and special 

order form. Money raising offers, too. 

<tfl1e ORIGINAL <J;fouse o~ '(t~avohs® 

91 MARION-KAY 
Dept. 3·U Brownstown. Ind. 47220 

e Large 10 inch gold
bordered plates. 

• Orders filled for 25 
or more plates 
showing your own 
Church or othet 
scene. 

e We also print 
Church Note Paper 

For sample and illustrated literature write: 

PRESTON-HOPKINSON CO. 
Dept. O, Appomattox, Virginia 24522 

G 0 W N S 
CHOIR-PULPIT 

HANGINGS 
ALTAR BRASS WARE 

Send today for this 
valuable book! Find 
out how your church, 
club, school or lodge 
can also save money 
on tables, chairs and 
other equipment. Mail 
coupon today! 

r The MONROE Co. 116 Church St. Colfax, Iowa 50054-, 
I Please mail me your new Factory-Direct Catalog. i 
: NAME I 

I ADDRESS : 

I CITY STATE ZIP -- I 
L __ -----------------1 
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The Church of the Good Shepherd 
had a special problem. 

Allen solved it. 

The problem was the usual one in gothic-style 
churches with an organ in the chancel. The organ 
chamber and casework of this beautiful church 
face across the chancel, creating a serious tonal 
disadvantage for the organ (bright in the chancel, 
dull in the nave). 

However, an Allen Organ installation solved the 
problem. Because Allen starts with clear, natural 
tones, the church was able to use special high
frequency tonal projectors, directed toward the 
congregation, in addition to the regular speakers 
in the organ chamber itself. This unique arrangement and the church's 
marvelous acoustics enable the high notes to sparkle with an 
unusual activity and brilliant presence, while the middle and lower tones 
resound with magnificent fullness. Truly a breathtaking effect. 

Perhaps your church has a problem which you would like 
to discuss with Allen. Or perhaps you would like more information 
about Allen Organs and the name of your Allen dealer. 
Write: Allen Organ Company, Dept. W0-12, Macungie, Pa. 18062 

Allen 2-manual Custom Organ at the 
Church of the Good Shepherd, New York City. 

' ' . . . . . . 



me1n.e.;;1&ta?tC('} ci/ ?~te~f 
,fdtJ.tt~4t; .&tt?~a ,tfe~ l~tJ. a?~ 

/~ .. . p~l a?lf1.~ite~tda~1,t&.i;,1 

?41adauitMuJ;,1 Ml 

Two Inspiring 
And Beautiful Gill Books: 
SUNRISE TO 
STARLIGHT 

Compiled by May Detherage. Inspi
ration and wisdom for all of life 
are found in this delightful collec
tion of the world's great writing. 
The book is developed in five parts 
representing the hours of the day 
and the periods of man 's life: 
Dawn {childhood), Morning 
(youth), Noontime (adulthood), 
Evening (maturity), and Nighttime 
(old age). Fully indexed by author
title-subject. Bound in dark olive 
green Kivar Kidskin with light olive 
green cloth end sheets; tied with 
an "old gold" cord. Boxed in an at
tractive gift box covered with sun
burst gold paper. Thirty full-page 
photographs. Size 8Y2"x11 ". 208 
pages. $4.95' 

THE TREASURY OF 
INSPIRATIONAL 

CLASSICS 
Compiled by Bliss Albright. A treas
ure chest of inspiration from these 
classics: Acres of Diamonds, As a 
Man Thinketh, Friendship, The 
Majesty of Calmness, Of the Imi
tation of Christ, Life's Extras, The 
Story of the Other Wise Man , Fav
orite Inspirational Poems, and The 
Greatest Thing in the World. Peo
ple of all ages from throughout the 
world have read and enjoyed these 
books. Now, in one volume, you 
can own the best of each of these 
familiar works by famous authors. 
Includes bits of poetry, Scripture, 
and devotional thoughts touching 
on all aspects of life. Attractively 
bound. Size 7"x I 0". I 92 pages. 

$3.95' 

Sltop in p~t1on .r t#t~n Cakt1bur1 Srortr: 
Atlonto • Baltimore • Botton • Chicago • Cincinnati 
Oa11os • Detroit • Konsos City • Los Angeles • No,h•illc 

New York• Piltsburgh •Richmond• Son ftoncisco 

~ ............................................................ .. 
COKESBURY 

Send mail orJcu fo Regional Service CcnfctJ' 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75221 • NASHVILLE, TENN. 37203 
PARK RIDGE, ILL, 60068 • RICHMOND, VA. 23216 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 94102 • TEAmCK, N. J. 07666 

!'lease send me the follo-wiup boohs: 
_copies, Sunrise to Starlight ~ $4.95 each. (AP) 
_copies, The Treasury of Jnspuationol Classics @ 

$3.95 each. (RV) 

0 Payment enclosed 0 Charge my aeeount 
0 Optn a new account 

Postage ex tra. 

Add state sales tax where it avplics 

Send to----------------

Street or RFD --------------

City 

Stale ·------ Zip Code -----
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