


How can you help your church 
acquire The Methodist Hy111nal? 
Everyone wants to do his share toward placing the all new Methodist hym
nal in every church pew and in classrooms, too. 

Cokesbury wants to help you in this important endeavor and for this pur
pose, a free Hymnal Information Packet is available to you simply by writ
ing to the Cokesbury Regional Service Center in your area. In this packet 
you will find our booklet, How to Raise Jlll oney for Your H y11inals, a hym· 
nal poster for your church, and a brochure describing all the outstanding 
features of the new hymnal. Since publication date vvill be approximately 
May 1, 1966, you will have plenty of time to utilize the helpful suggestions 
Cokesbury has for you in the inform a ti on packet. \V rite to Cokesbury today! 

& -
Otdcr lrom the Regional Service Center serving your <1rca 

1910 Main Street Fifth and Groce Streets 1661 North Northwest Hwy. 
Dallas, Texas 75221 Richmond, Vo. 23216 Park ·Ridge, Ill. 60068 

1600 Queen Anne Rood 201 Eighth Avenue, South 85 McAllister Street 
Teaneck, N. J, 07666 Nashville, Tenn. 37203 San Francisco, Calif. 94102 
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A new year is the perfect time to look 
ahead. This month we bring you several 
articles that take a look into the future. 

First of these is Dr. Stowe's comprehen
sive look at the factors that shape the 
Christian mission in our time and which 
must help us plan ahead. This article covers 
the waterfront, but sometimes that is neces
sary. We think you will find it exciting. 

In the field of the "war on poverty," Dr. 
Stauffer both tells us what is being done in 
this much-discussed area and indicates 
what needs to be done. 

January marks the observance of the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. This 
week is not new but many new approaches 
to unity are opening up. Local dialogue 
groups are one such approach. We bring 
you one sample dialogue so that you may 
see what some people are doing in this area. 

The Vatican Council has drawn to a close 
but its decisions may cause some new 
things to happen in the world. The editor 
attended the closing session of the Coun
cil ; his analysis here is based on what he 
thinks the Council will do for unity. 

The two poles of Christianity are illus
trated by Father Sullivan's article and our 
cover photograph. He writes from the 
Catholic tradition, but addresses all Chris-

. tians. The rural evangelist shown with his 
family preaches out of the evangelical tradi
tion. Any true unity must encompass both 
these traditions. (We also like the looks of 
our Mississippi family.) · 

You will see a new name on our mast
head this month-Sam Tamashiro. Mr. Ta
mashiro's work is familiar to our readers . 
His illustration of the prayer by St. Francis 
shows once again his sensitivity and artistic 
skill. 

The New Year is an occasion for poetry 
and we have several examples. 

Miss Watson tells us of an institution 
whose many years of missionary service are 
entering a new phase. 

Miss Lee's United Nations article is about 
new breakthroughs in increasing the 
world's supply of water. One happy side 
effect of this would be so that Methodists 
could drink more New Year toasts-in 
water. 

We will drink one to all of you-Happy 
New Year! 

Photographic Credits 
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"EXCELLENT PUBLICITY" 
How exciting it was to see the fine article 

on Neighborhood House in print! [August 
WoRI.D Oun.ooK, "A Welcome in Wilming
ton," p. 38]. We have had interesting responses 
from people who have read our story. Excel
lent publicity! 

MARY G. WHITE, director 
Neighborhood House, 1218 B St. 
Wilmington, Delaware 

"STUDYING THE BABY BOOM" 
My hearty thanks to WORLD OUTLOOK for the 

effective presentation in the article "Studying 
the Baby Boom," in the August, 1965, issue 
[page 35]. This offers real hope for taking the 
concern of this office before your reading pub
lic. 

Your support and encouragement of our un-
dertaking are warmly appreciated. 

Wn.LIAM D. STRONG 
Planned Parenthood Consultant 
for Church World Service 
475 Riverside, NYC 

UNITY IN KOBE 
Here in Kobe I think we are taking strides 

toward interdenominational understanding. 
Two study groups, one in English, and one in 
Japanese, involve Christian pastors, mission
aries, and laymen-from both Catholic and 
Protestant churches. 

During the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity a number of interdenominational ser
vices were held. At the English service clergy
men from three countries and four denomina
tions led the service. People from other lands 
( focluding India and the Philippines) joined in 
the worship. 

JUDITH DODGE 
Keimei J ogakuin 
35 Nakayamate-dori 4-chome 
Ikuta Ku, Kobe, Japan 

RESPONSIBILITY ON THE 
HEAD AND SHOULDERS OF CONGOLAIS 

It is encouraging to see the way in which the 
leaders in church and state are assuming re
sponsibilities, and tackling the jobs to be done. 
It is good for the missionaries to be around at 
this time to help in various ways; but the re
sponsibility for the new Congo rests on the 
head and shoulders of the Congolais them
selves. 

Seldom have I taught a group of leaders 
more interested in learning than I taught in 
my class on "The message of the Book of 
John," in the 1965 Pastors' School. 

At the Central Congo Conference I heard 
several Christian leaders say: "I can never be 
the same again. I must do more for God, the 
church, and our people than ever before, be
cause I have been spared [during the rebel 
invasion] for a purpose." 

EDITH MARTIN 
B. P. Luluabourg, Rep. De. du Congo 

CHRISTIAN COLLEGE OF THE PACIFIC, 1966 
The new Christian College of the Pacific, of 

which The Methodist Church is a part, will 
open near Kaneohe, with the Freshman class in 
the fall of 1966. What a witness it can be to 
all those who enter from our own islands, and 
from all the islands of the Pacific! 
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DICK AND PEGGY PETERSON 
Parker Memorial Methodist Church 
P. 0. Box 832, Kaneohe, Hawaii 

COMEBACK IN ALASKA 
This past year has been a year of comeback 

and growth for the 49th state. Tourism is up 
throughout the state, and Anchorage is bustling 
with construction, as a result of the quake. 

It has been a year of growth for the 
churches as well. Many churches are involved 
in building programs. A new congregation has 
been formed in the city of Sitka. A solid Wes
ley Foundation program has been inaugurated 
at the University of Alaska, and a Methodist 
Student Movement group has been formed at 
Alaska Methodist University. 

Walt has completed his seventh month as 
commentator for the weekly radio program, 
News of the Religious World, which is spon
sored by tl1e Greater Anchorage Council of 
Churches. 

'WALT AND LYDIA HAYS 
2901 Sheldon Jackson 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 

"CHURCH QUARRELS" 
Examination results have been announced in 

favor of the two candidates sent for higher 
degrees last year. The Reverend T. N. Karim 
obtained the Master of Theology degree in the 
field of History of Religions. Only two candi
dates (of the forty-five seminaries in India) 
have succeeded in achieving this distinction; 
and both are from our post graduate school. 
The first one was the Reverend Isaiah Jusud
hason. 

In addition, the Reverend D. V. Samuel has 
become the first person in the history of the 
Serampore Senate and its affiliates to achieve 
the Master of Religious Studies degree. This 
degree was instituted in 1962. The theses are 
interesting, practical documents, Mr. Samuels' 
thesis was on "Church Quarrels." In this thesis 
he makes an analysis of the tensions in more 
than sixty Indian congregations. 

HENRY H. PRESLER 
Leonard Theological College 
Jabalpur, M. P., India 

"LAND OF PROMISE" 
We attended the opening ceremony of the 

Y. M. C. A. World Alliance. Fifty-five nations 
answered the roll call. Mme. Pandit, one of 
the speakers, stated: "Nothing is so full of 
possibilities for the world as genuine coopera
tion between nations. It is a bridge that will 
never break; it is the key to the land of 
promise which science is creating .... " 

MRs. MARIE BALE 
International Christian University 
1500 Osawa, Mitaka, Tokyo, Japan 

CHURCHES MAY SHINE IN BURMA 
Now we have three regular church services 

on Sundays. One is in the home church in 
East Rangoon, another is with a new congrega
tion across the Rangoon River at Dalla, and 
the third is in a rural suburb of Rangoon called 
Bauktaw. 

At Bauktaw, for five years there have been 
an elementary school, a social center, and a 
preaching place. 

We will appreciate your prayers that these 
places may grow and shine brightly in their 
neighborhoods. 

ROBERT AND ELEANOR HOWARD 
65 Signal Pagoda Rd, Rangoon, Burma 

IN STUNTZABAD VILLAGE 
We had a long Christmas vacation. A part 

of that time I spent visiting the Christian 
village of Stuntzabad. 

Huge irrigation canals nearby feed the net
work of smaller and smaller canals which bring 
water to the parched desert soil. 

All farm work is done with the aid of 

simple tools and oxen. Houses are made of 
mud bricks. The desert dust is thick in the air, 
yet the thousand people of the village seem 
clean and orderly. The fields of wheat, sugar 
cane, cotton, and mustard were beautiful. 

BARBARA HERTZLER 
42 H/6 P. E. C. H. S. 
Karachi, West Pakistan 29 

"THE OLD METHODIST SYSTEM 
OF CLASS MEETINGS" 

The old Methodist system of class meetings 
is a vital element of church life here. A book 
for class leaders has recently been published. 

Norm is much concerned with training class 
leaders. The six district workers assisting him 
can travel more widely this year, thanks to the 
motorcycles purchased for their use by con
cerned Christian people in the United States. 

NORll! AND WINNIE THOMAS 
Arnoldine, P. 0. Headlands, Rhodesia 

"A COUNTRY-WIDE EVANGELISTIC 
CAMPAIGN" 

There is a country-wide evangelistic cam
paign which is being carried out by the com
bined efforts of all the evangelical churches. 
All are working together, whereas we have 
often before been guilty of competing. 

At present there are a thousand prayer 
groups meeting in the different cities through
out the country. 

BARBARA CAUFIELD 
Casilla 248, Sucre, Bolivia 

MEDICAL MISSIONS ON THE 
HIGH PLAINS OF BOLIVIA 

Our medical work on the high, windswept 
plains between two snowcapped ranges of the 
Andes Mountains is in the rural dispensaries 
at Huatajata, Warisata, and Ancoraimes. 

Only if we educate the Aymaras will our ef
forts be successful. The people are poor, but 
not desperately so. Many times they can af
ford not only a small transistor radio, and a 
bicycle (virtual necessities) but also they can 
afford their fiestas. 

"Challenging" is the best word I can think 
of to describe this work. We are not content 
with the status quo. Already we have used one 
gift to set up a small laboratory in the clinic at 
Ancoraimes. We deeply appreciate your sup
port of the medical work in Bolivia over the 
years. 

Dn. AND MRS. BILL J. MARSHALL 
Cajon 1409, La Paz, Bolivia 

CRUSADE SCHOLARS EVERYWHERE 
Everywhere I traveled I met Crusade Schol

ars-a superintendent of a hospital, a principal 
of a secondary school, pastors of Annual Con
ferences, principals of agricultural institutes. 

During November, 1965, the Crusade Schol
arship Committee gave me the opportunity to 
visit India. I visited Crusade Scholars in their 
work, I listened to comments concerning the 
Crusade program. I visited Indian universities, 
medical colleges, and theological schools. 

There was continual appreciation for tl1e 
training that is being received-training that 
enables individuals to assume positions of lead
ership in Methodist institutions, and in other 
community areas, in their own countries. 

This is the message which I was asked to 
convey to the church in America: "We still 
need tl1e cultural exchange and educational 
training tliat come from scholarships provided 
through the Crusade Scholarship Committee. 
We hope this program will be continued." 

MARGARET SWIFT, director 
Crusade Scholarship Office 
475 Riverside Drive, New York City 
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B 0 0 · ·· K S 
ON THE GROWING EDGE OF THE 

CHURCH, by T. Watson Street. Rich· 
moncl, Va., 1965: John Knox Press; 
128 pages, Sl.95 (paper). 

"New dimensions in world missions" is 
the sub-title of this volume of general study 
of Christian missions by Dr. Street, former 
executive secretary of the Board of 'World 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
Dr. Street is currently dean of Austin Pres
byterian Theological Seminary. 

Dr. Street accepts much of the "modern" 
outlook upon world missions-including 
the fact that the whole church is engaged in 
"mission," and that every person calling 
himself a follower of Christ is called to be 
a "missionary" no matter what his occu
pation or place. But he warns of the danger 
of substituting "theology of mission" for 
the actual doing of missionary work-aca
demic discussions in place of service. This 
is, indeed, a timely and needed call to the 
church not to abandon and weaken the 
time-honored and time-tested missionary en
terprise, but to strengthen it by "actual ex
peditions across the frontiers," especially in 
view of current opportunities (and despite 
many difficulties that may ultimately make 
for strength) across the world. 

Dr. Street stands for the ecumenical ap
proach in world missions wherever possible, 
for joint action overseas, for increased at
tention to conditions and factors at home 
that weaken the witness of Christianity and 
of its institutions: but he pleads for con
tinued vigilance for the advancement of 
"Christian missions overseas" by under
standing, responsible, and well-trained 
representatives of the faith. 

A chapter entitled, "The Incamational 
Life" is an important and near-classic por
trayal of what has been accomplished and 
is being accomplished by the often
maligned "foreign missionary enterprise, 
and by those who, through the centuries 
and today, have given their lives and their 
fortunes for its advancement and service 
to mankind." If you have time for no other 
reading, peruse this one chapter: it helps 
renew faith and pride in "missions." 

This is a well-balanced presentation of 
mission and missions that should be pon
dered by missionary executives and con
cerned laymen alike. 

PEACE CORPS AND CHRISTIAN l\IIS
SION, by Roger D. Armstrong. New 

York, 1965: Friendship Press; 126 
pp., Sl.75 (paper). 

i\fr. Armstrong gives helpful information 
about the Peace Corps and presents a chal
lenge from this to the church's understand
ing and expression of its mission. Unfor
tunately, while the book has some strong 
parts it has serious weaknesses. The author 
stimulates interest and anticipation of a 
study on an exciting movement which is 
challenging the contemporary college com
munity. 

However, the chapter on "The Seculari
zation of the vVorld," is a poor man's 
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Harvey Cox. Mr. Armstrong does not tie 
this into the theme or carefully develop 
how this is related to the Peace Corps and 
missions. 

The treatment of Christian Mission starts 
boldly. "The prospect for church and mis
sions as we have known them in the past 
and as we may expect to know them in the 
future looks very dim." One would expect 
the author to do battle in defense of his 
charge, but in a homiletical fashion he 
then defends the very thing he attacked 
by showing "signs of new vigor" in the 
churches. 

Are the churches and especially the mis
sion boards impervious to the modem mood 
of the secularizing process? The author's 
seeming infatuation with the Peace Corps 
and cynicism about modern missions shows 
a decided lack of understanding of current 
activities in the church at home and abroad. 

Despite the lack of uniform strength in 
the book there are definite areas of interest 
to those wanting to know more about the 
Peace Corps and how it relates to mission 
activities. We hope this will provoke other 
studies in the area. 

A VERY c. MANCHESTER 

ANGLICANS AND UNITY, David 1\1. 
Paton. Stars Books on Reunion, Lon
don, l\Iowbray, 1962. 

METHODISTS AND UNITY, Rupert 
Davies. Stars Books on Reunion, Lon
don, Mowbray, 1962. 

THE CHURCHES' OUTREACH, Hubery 
and Morgan. Stars Books on Re
union, London, 1\fowbray, 1964. 
These three books, written especially for 

the Anglican-Methodist conversations on 
reunion in Britain, raise issues that should 
be of more than casual interest to the Amer
ican Protestant churchman. David Paton 
candidly faces the criticisms that are leveled 
at Anglicanism in light of its role as a sup
posed reconciling agent among Christian 
Churches. The reality of Anglicanism is de
scribed in terms of the Chicago-Lambeth 
Quadrilateral ( 1888), the Prayer Book 
( 1662), the historic Episcopate (re-asserted 
1920), and the Lambeth Conference ( origi
nating in the 1930s). He is quick to state 
that this reality has already passed away 
and that the times call for change in the 
nature of the Anglican communion. Though 
he asserts that Anglicanism is not perma
nently interested in Anglicanism, he does 
not provide any new patterns when he 
speaks of the Anglican Communion of to
morrow in much the same terms that he 
sees Anglicanism today. His discussion of 
the importance of unity should be sincerely 
challenged both for accuracy and meaning. 

Rupert Davies uses British Methodist his
tory, and especially the words of the Vles
leys themselves, to argue that Methodism 
separation was never planned originally. 
Essentially he sees Methodism as a reform
ing society within the larger Church, shar
ing a common heritage while working for a 
reform of the establishment. He is more ac
curate in describing what Anglicans dislike 
about Methodism than he is in outlining the 

dislikes of Methodists concerning Anglican
ism. In listing the major difficulties between 
the two communions, he appears naive re
garding the Anglican acceptance of criti
ism. 

The final pamphlet, written two years 
after those by Paton and Davies, and pub
lished jointly by the Anglican and Method
ist Churches, is more aware of the plight 
of the Christian Church in Britain, but it 
does not present any new patterns for re
newal. The Anglican writer (Morgan) 
spends most of his time defending the in
stitution. While he recognizes the present 
chaos of the Church of England, it is dif
ficult to see at the same time how he sees 
her as the coming "Great Church." All these 
men could benefit from a careful reading of 
Bishop J. A. T. Robinson's "A New Refor
mation?" (Westminster, Philadelphia 1965, 
paperback). 

WILLIAM B. GOULD 

THE OXFORD ANNOTATED APOC
RYPHA (R. S. V.), edited by Bruce 
1\1. l\letzger. New York, 1964: Oxford 
Press; 298 pages, 53.50. 
Under the editorship of Princeton's pro

fessor of New Testament, a group of emi
nent theological seminary scholars have 
prepared this complete text and notes on 
the Revised Standard Version of the fifteen 
books of the Apocrypha-companion piece 
to the O:tford Annotated Bible. It is espe
cially designed for ministers and students, 
but there is much of value here also for 
the general reader. 

The notes include a general introduction : 
the meaning, use, and church attitude to
ward the Apocrypha; an introduction to 
each book; literary, historical, geographical, 
and religious notes for each chapter; and 
cross references to other biblical material. 

There are added tables of rulers and 
events of the period between the Old and 
New Testaments, an index of people and 
places, and maps of Palestine, and of the 
Mediterranean Near-East areas. 

RELEVANT LITURGY, by L. W. Brown. 
New York, 1965: Oxford Press; 87 
pages, Sl.50. 
In these Zabriskie Lectures, given last 

year at Alexandria, Virginia, the author 
argues for Christian worship that is rele
vant to life, and which illustrates the unity 
of the Church. He presents the case for a 
relevant liturgy with informed passion and 
illustrates his points from the life of the 
Church of Uganda where he serves as a 
missionary bishop. He has an excellent un
derstanding of the continental and English 
reformation as he traces the development 
of liturgy and ties his historical studies in 
with an appreciative study of the work done 
on liturgy both at the Vatican Ecumenical 
Council and the Fourth World Conference 
on Faith and Order of the World Council 
of Churches. 

At the close of these stimulating lectures, 
Bishop Brown provides a sample liturgy for 
Africa which many may find less radical 
than the contemporary situation seems to 
demand. 

WILLIAM B. GOULD 
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THE WAR NOBODY WANTS 
The agonizing war in Vietnam 

might be characterized as the war no
body wants. Leaders of both sides, 
from President Johnson to North 
Vietnam's Ho Chi Minh, have de
nounced the struggle. International 
figures, such as UN Secretary General 
U Thant and Pope Paul VI, have ap
pealed for an end to the conflict. Yet 
despite such proclaimed unanimity 
of desire for peace, the war continues 
and grows and deepens in intensity. 

The fact of course is that both sides 
desire the war to end more or less on 
their own terms so that "peace" has 
very different meanings in Hanoi and 
Washington. In the meantime, the 
war itself imposes its own iron logic 
so that the danger is that one side or 
the other finds itself in a situation it 
did not set out to create. 

We believe that this has happened 
to the United States with potentially 
grave results that are not as yet fully 
understood in this country. What we 
have in mind is the growing transfor
mation of the conflict from a civil 
war between Vietnamese (with both 
sides receiving assistance from out
side countries) to a full-scale war be
tween the United States and North 
Vietnam. 

The war in Vietnam is ultimately a 
political war and the final victor will 
be the side that wins the political 
victory. Our announced aim in aiding 
the South Vietnamese was to make 
possible a free political settlement. 
Due to a combination of circum
stances and mistakes, we have gotten 
further from this goal rather than 
nearer and are in danger of even 
further losing sight of what the final 
settlement must be like. 

It is difficult to say at what point 
the buildup of American troops in 
Vietnam crossed a mythical line and 
turned this from a Vietnamese into an 
American war. Whatever the point 
was, it should be celebrated by the 
Chinese Communists as a day of feast
ing. For years, it has been the aim of 
Communist propaganda to picture the 
United States as an aggressive power 
bent on subjugating and destroying 
the small, underdeveloped nations of 
this world. Now, we can be made to 
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fit this caricature and the fact that the 
reality is a good deal more compli
cated is not much help to us. Every 
photograph of American planes 
napalming a Vietnamese village is 
money in the Communist political 
bank. 

How, it may be asked, have we got
ten ourselves in this plight and what 
possibility is there of our getting out 
of it? 

There are two attitudes that have 
cost us most dearly in Vietnam. The 
first is the well-known human tend
ency to confuse our wishes with 
reality. The consistently optimistic 
tone of official pronouncements about 
the situation in Vietnam over the 
years as contrasted with the facts 
makes instructive if melancholy read
ing. 

The second attitude that has caused 
us trouble is a disinterest in politics, 
with a resulting overemphasis on a 
military solution. It has been the 
peculiar genius of both the Chinese 
and Vietnamese Communists to make 
an artful synthesis of politics and war
fare so that they reinforce one an
other. This synthesis is not very pleas
ant but it works effectively. 

Here we come to perhaps the root 
misconception. Americans find it hard 
to really believe that ruthless regimes 
can win. We are so certain that the 
people on our side are the "good 
guys" that we forget the old adage 
that "you can't beat something with 
nothing." Politically, by our support 
of repressive and weak governments 
in Saigon, we have come perilously 
close to trying to "beat something 
with nothing" in Vietnam and the end 
result is that the South Vietnamese 
government has become a shadow 
and the confrontation is between 
North Vietnam and the United States. 

This same moral absolutism and po
litical naivete has beset the American 
opponents of our policy in Vietnam. 
Criticism has become identified with 
two groups. First, there is a small 
group of leftists who reject American 
society completely and are therefore 
outside the mainstream of political 
debate. Secondly, there are the paci
fists who (with all due respect) often 
slide over the very real questions of 
the use of power. Both of these tend 
to an attitude of moral superiority 
which only serves to antagonize the 

bulk of public opinion. 
It is in this context that the recent 

policy statement by the National 
Council of Churches comes as a cour
ageous and sensible attempt to re
vive the political debate so sorely 
needed. It is a reminder that our pri
mary aim must be to seek a settlement 
rather than simply a military victory. 

We hope it has not come too late. 
Already, there are disquieting signs of 
a war psychology in the United 
States. According to the Louis Harris 
poll, one third of the American people 
now believe that demonstrations 
against our policy in Vietnam should 
not be allowed. The administration is 
talking of cutting funds for the much
heralded "great society" to further 
what appears to be yet another mili
tary escalation. 

Emotionally, this public mood is 
understandable. When relatives and 
friends are dying in a war, it is hard 
to think of much else. It is particular
ly hard to think about whether they 
should be fighting there in the first 
place. 

Here is where the North Vietna
mese can make a bad miscalculation. 
They reason that the casualties will 
cause a desire to end the war at all 
costs. In fact, they are more likely to 
produce rage and a desire for revenge. 

It would be foolish to say that there 
is an easy way out of this bloody sit
uation. The North Vietnamese do not 
seem to want negotiations at this 
time. It is not probable that a cessa
tion of the bombings will bring a sud
den change in this attitude. Neverthe
less, we think it should be tried as 
part of an effort to recapture the po
litical initiative. Further escalation 
must be stoutly resisted, for the same 
reason. We must convince the world 
that our main goal is an end to this 
war and shift the burden of continu
ing it onto the North Vietnamese. 

We do not say this lightly. Men are 
dying in Vietnam and there will be 
immense public pressure to step up 
the war. This administration is hardly 
likely to forget what happened to the 
Truman administration over the Ko
rean War. But if we let our under
standable emotions guide our con
duct, we shall have truly forgotten 
what our professed aim is in Vietnam 
and succeed in destroying the moral 
principle we seek to defend. 
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by David M. Stowe 

This provocative analysis of factors shaping the Christian mission today 
is adapted from an address given by Dr. Stowe 
at the First Assembly of the Division of Overseas Ministries of the National Council 
of Churches, recently held in Nashville, Tennessee. 
Dr. Stowe is Associate General Secretary for Overseas Ministries of the National Council. 

THE SHAPE 
OF OUR CALLING TO MISSION 
Of O\'Crriding importan_cc in shaping our mission for the future is the maturing in our world of applied intellectual 
po11:cr. This is what the Chinese Communists are talking about, in part, when they begin their indoctrination courses 
with a slogan which seems at first hearing to be strange and even blasphemous: "Lao-kung ch'uang-tsao shih-chieh"
"Labor creates the world." As an ultimate theological assertion we Christians believe that to be fundamentally wrong, 
denying the agency of God in the creative process of cosmic evolution and world history. But taken as a description of 
the visibly operative factors in current history, this identification of active human intelligence as a creative factor of 
decisive si~nificance becomes more and more clearly correct. 

Hccently an astro-physicist told an audience that he was holding in his hand a fragment of a meteorite from outer space 
which was probably fanned about the time the earth took shape, some four billion years ago. "Most of our stone's history 
\\'as uncovered within the last decade," he said. "In this short interval we have gained as much scientific l"Tiowledge over 
all fields as in all of man's prc\'ious million years of experience." In a time-scale of four billion years the last ten years 
count for as much in knowledge as the previous three billion. 999 million, 999 thousand, 990. 

Thus there has been a great shift in attitudes toward all the technical problems which mankind faces in its struggle 
for sun·irnl and for expansion of life. A few years ago there was great concern over the depiction of natural sources of 
power-oil. coal, wood-by industry. Today it is accepted that science is well along toward the utilization of generalized 
and diffuse sources of power, such as solar or nuclear energy, which are for all practical purposes limitless and inex
haustible. The same can be said of human needs for nutrients, fiber, buildin~ materials. There is, in sum, no reason to 
doubt that organized intelligence has the theoretical capacity to cope with all the physical and biological needs of man
kind, including the limitation of population to a level which the planet can bear. 
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Secularization 
Central to the kind of intellectual ac

tivity which forms the basis of our era 
are three things: a critical spirit; an in
sistence upon tangible and measura
ble results as a criterion for meaning; 
and disciplined but unfettered imagi
nation. By questioning everything, by 
working close to the verifiable, and 
by assuming that reality is plastic to 
constructive human intelligence men 
have discovered an unsuspected con
gruity between human aims and the 
world, and an unprecedented mastery 
over it. It is this development which 
Bonhoeffer called the "coming of age 
of the world," the triumph of the 
secular spirit. Esoteric, hidden "spir
itual" forces behind the world process 
possess less and less significance and 
plausibility. We seem to do best by 
taking the world on its own terms. 
Any kind of transcendence not funda
mentally operative through the world 
of normal experience looks like an 
unnecessary hypothesis. 

Organized Christianity has felt this 
secularization as a threat-and indeed 
it is a threat to all traditional forms of 
thought and worship. Not for nothing 
does the Roman Curia resist an ag
giornamento which takes the secular 
world seriously; it recognizes the im
pending death sentence to the post
Tridentine form of Roman Catholi
cism. But for Christians involved in 
world mission it is important to re
flect upon the threat directed by sec
ularization at the vast medieval sys
tem of Islam, and most of Buddhism 
and Hinduism. These are still almost 
entirely precritical in their orientation 
and without even a rudimentary ex
perience of coming to terms with the 
secular spirit. In traditional societies 
as in the West religious institutions as 
such are bound to be increasingly 
marginal because the fundamental 
sources of their power over the minds 
of men have been eroded away. 

Communication and 
Transportation 

The knowledge explosion and tech
nology have produced facilities for 
communication which are among the 
most influential factors in the con
temporary world. Conversely, it is a 
vast development in the organization, 
expression and transmission of knowl
edge and experience which powers 
the intellectual and technological ex
plosion among an international elite. 
In terms of the masses, techniques 
and programs of teaching literacy are 
matched by developments in the pro
duction of printed materials which 
may destroy the newspaper industry 
in New York, as printers fight auto
mation to the death, but which will 
vastly increase the supply of literature 
available to new readers and old else
where throughout the world. 

Meanwhile, the development of the 
transistor radio and of vast Asian film 
and television industries represents a 
possibility of . communication even 
with those who cannot or will not 
read, on a mass scale unprecedented 
in history. Underpriviledged as well 
as advanced peoples are now part of 
the mainstream of modern thinking 
and action, sharing its problems and 
many of its gifts, at least vicariously; 
and feeling far more resenhnent and 
dissatisfaction when they learn of 
their own deprivation than traditional 
misery alone could induce. 

One facet of this revolution is, of 
course, the face-to-face and in-person 
communication represented by the 
transport of persons by road, sea and 
air. For a small but growing minority 
of leaders in every sector of society in 
every country, including the church, 
casual and constant international 
travel is part of a mode of life with 
profound effect upon perspectives and 
attitudes. And even for the masses of 
underdeveloped countries there is an 

erosion of those life-styles which rep
resent an entire lifetime spent within 
walking or donkey-back distance of 
one's birthplace. The whole world im
pacts by airplane and film and broad
cast upon almost every pocket of 
human existence, and increasingly the 
inhabitants of these "pockets" are tun
ing and even flying outside. 

Internationalization 
Correlative with the communica

tion and transportation revolution is 
a world-wide mingling and inter
penetration of cultures which points 
directly toward the imminent emer
gence of one cosmopolitan world 
civilization. Prof. Arend van Leeu
wen is the most recent of a series of 
thinkers who have pointed out that 
the dominant and determining com
ponent in this homogenized global 
culture is Western-substantially Eu
ropean and North American. Yet, in 
view of the influence of, for instance, 
Japanese art and philosophy, of Chi
nese cookery, Indian theology, Afri
can music, and other non-western 
components in the world-wide cultural 
mix, it would be a mistake to label it 
too simply as "Westernization." More
over, as we shall be noting presently, 
nationalism is a controlling sentiment 
in most countries overseas. From this 
fact comes a countervailing emphasis 
upon traditional local modes of feel
ing and styles of life which sharply 
modifies the dominance of Western 
modes. In liturgy and devotional life 
these modifications may take on criti
cal importance. 

One important specific consequence 
of cosmopolitanization is the en
counter of world religions with a force 
and intimacy never before known. 
While it is true that religious factors , 
per se, become less and less impor
tant, yet a prevalent alliance of na
tionalism with traditional religion has 
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given an extra prominence to Islam, 
Hinduism and Buddhism in many 
countries. They cannot be written off 
as dead or dying. Christian mission 
must take seriously the dialogue with 
these faiths; and Christian theology 
must take their perspectives seriously 
as major spiritual options available 
to modern man. 

Education as the basic 
"industry" 

The enterprise of education is the 
constitutive activity of contemporary 
society, upon which in a very real 
sense all depends. Already it ·is ap
parent in the developed societies that 
education is not so much a prepara
tion for life as a continuous element in 
the life-span of a person who must be 
constantly updating his information 
and upgrading his skills in order to 
survive at all in a milieu of applied 
intellectual power, changing tech
nology and cultural complexity. To be 
effective in mission, Christians will 
have to learn how to penetrate and 
use the powerful machinery of or
ganized learning. 

THE PRIORITY OF 
POLITICS 

The second of the two great consti
tutive factors in our world is politics
that is, social power organized in gov
ernmental structures as contrasted 
with economic, religious, intellectual 
or military ones. To borrow another 
phrase from Chinese Communism, 
"politics must take charge." The fun
damental reason is that intellectual 
power does not automatically generate 
guidance for its own application. That 
must come from levels of evaluation, 
appreciation, and revulsion, attach
ment and hostility, which are not in
tellectual so much as visceral and 
spirihrnl-the two being very closely 
linked in the Old Testament psy-
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"The whole world impacts by airplane 
and film and broadcasting upon almost 
every pocket of lwman existence . . ." 

chology which locates the springs of 
action in "heart and reins and bowels." 
In our time the organization of the 
intellectual enterprise and its applica
tions and fruits has therefore been 
largely committed to the political sec
tor. Consider also the increasingly 
preponderant role in every society of 
governmental spending and direction 
in relation to technological develop
ment, the location and nature of in
dustry, the handling of investment, 
price, labor-management, and interna
tional trade factors. 

Nationalism 
Contributory to the decisive role of 

politics is the sentiment of nationality 
which seems to be the most generally 
and deeply felt of all motivating 
forces in our time. vVe are nearing the 
conclusion of an extraordinmy period 
of twenty years in which almost every 
linguistic and ethnic group of any 
consequence in the world has sudden
ly achieved national independence. 
This spectacular process of nation
forming now confronts the world with 
the more important and critical task 
of nation-building in all these socie
ties. 

Democracy 
Fundamental to politics around the 

world is the ideology of democracy 
developed in the west from Biblical 
and classical roots. The gist of that 
ideology is an affirmation of dignity 
and value for every human being re
gardless of possessions, race, creed or 
culture, and of his essential equality 
with everyone else, including an equal 
right to every advantage which so
ciety provides. It means that in some 
way he shares in the decision-making 
process, whether through parliamen
tary democracy or some more subtle 
means of political participation. It 
means that all social institutions exist 
for the benefit of the people, not vice 
versa-for banks, universities, church
es, industries, newspapers nor all the 
rest. 

No government anywhere can ex
pect to exist on any other premise 
than this democratic one, however 
obliquely it may appear to practice its 
profession. A vivid example is the Chi
nese government which is widely held 
to be profoundly undemocratic yet 
bases its entire propaganda effort 
upon the slogan, "Vilei jen-min fu-wu" 
-"Serve the people." 

The consequence of this democratic 
ideology is, almost universally, revolu
tion. In the USA it is the Negro revo
lution and the revolution of the eco
nomically depressed one fifth of the 
population. In Latin America it is the 
ferment which seethes against the 
privileges of a small elite. Right 
around the world the revolutionary 
consequences of democratic ideology 
can be pointed out. One form of this 
same phenomenon is the revolution of 
small or underdeveloped nations 
against the "neocolonial" influence 
and prerogatives of great powers, on 
the principle that democratic equality 
applies in the relations of nations as 
well as of individuals. 

g 



----- ··· - · .. ··---------------------------------------------, 

10 

GEOGRAPHIC FACTORS 
An indication of particular charac

teristics of certain regions may help 
define the bearing of these trends 
upon the actual situations in which 
the church works in mission. 

China · 
The repeated references to Chinese 

Communism have signalled what is 
almost certainly a fact: that by its 
ideological, demographic, military, 
cultural and economic dynamism 
China is bound for dominance in East 
and South Asia, and a world role as 
one of the super-powers in competi
tion with Russia and the USA. Any 
calculation of trends in Asia, the 
Pacific Basin and in Africa must take 
full account of this radically secular
ized, democratized and politicized so
ciety of such enormous bulk and 
vitality. 

Polarity of Developed and 
Undeveloped Societies 

China's role and significance is part
ly defined by its own emphasis upon 
the sharp division between the afflu
ent, advanced societies and those 
which are still poor and backward. A 
recent statement by Lin Piao outlines 
a global conflict between the "city" 
and the "countryside"-between the 
developed, industrialized, areas where 
applied intellectual power has trans
formed life, and the undeveloped, still 
largely rural and village societies, 
where poverty still thrives on igno
rance. Using its own experience of or
ganizing rural discontent in order to 
seize metropolitan and national 
power, the Chinese government pro
poses to lead all the "rural" societies 
in a similar world-wide revolutionary 
drive. Since current development 
trends are widening rather than nar
rowing the gap between rich nations 

and poor nations, Lin's proposal packs 
a real punch. 

Africa 
Nation-building, following a spec

tacular period of nation-forming, is 
the agenda for most of Africa. Its peo
ples start from farther down on the 
ladder of education and technical 
capacity than any other great region. 
With a church which constitutes a 
large minority in competition with ad
vancing Islam for the allegiance of 
nearly a hundred million animists, 
Africa represents the most vivid evan
gelistic challenge to Christian mission 
for the remainder of this century. 

Latin America 
Here the agenda is revolutionary 

adjustment of a situation in which a 
highly advanced and privileged elite 
confronts peasant and proletarian re
sentment of an order which is not 
only exploitative but archaic. Tradi
tionally Roman Catholic in culture, 
the continent is in fact largely secular 
and pagan. Christianity has the ad
vantages, as well as the present liabili
ties, of a religious establishment 
which could be of major influence if 
transformed spiritually and ecumeni
cally. Alongside the Catholic estab
lishment, meanwhile, the world's fast
est growing Protestant community 
struggles for social relevance and ecu
menical fellowship, against a tradition 
negative about both. 

japan 
This remarkable society, the only 

highly developed nation outside the 
West, could play a creative role as 
buffer and broker between the West 
and an Asia increasingly under Chi
nese domination. Or it could be 
drawn into the Chinese orbit and be
come a client and perhaps ally of Chi-

nese power and ideology. With a very 
fluid ideological and religious situa
tion, and great cultural and social 
vitality, Japan merits close observa
tion and careful missionary planning. 

Conclusions 
What guidance, then, may we draw 

from such an attempt to discern the 
present shape of God's action in his 
world? Here are suggestions which 
are really questions for consideration 
as we consider the shape of our call
ing to mission. 

I. In a world where applied intel
lectual power is of decisive impor
tance, the amateurism and sentimen
tality of some Christian ministries 
overseas is no longer acceptable. Tech
nical competence-or at least skill in 
finding and using technical com
petence-intellectual curiosity and 
courage, the ability to use research 
and generate it if necessary, broad 
familiarity with the major develop
mental mechanisms and dynamics of 
contemporary society, the ability to do 
a professional job among fellow pro
fessionals serving human needs
these are essential for the men and 
women on the field and in the head
quarters. Heavier investment in study 
and research by mission and service 
agencies, channelled through ecu
menical facilities rather than in de
nominational driblets, may cut into 
program funds, but will add greatly 
to the integrity and fruitfulness of the 
remaining balance. 

2. In theological enterprise, mis
sions must take leadership in the 
growing movement toward a genuine
ly secular Christian faith-that is, an 
understanding of our belief not in 
terms of archaic philosophical con
cepts but in terms relevant and lumi
nous with meaning in the scientific, 
world-affirming and world-under
standing age in which we are set. 
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" .. The Chinese government is widely 
held to be profoundly t111democrat ic, yet 
bases its entire propaganda effort upon 
the slogan ... 'Serve the People.'" 

Because overseas ministries are con
cerned with the broadest possible min
istry to the whole world, they are in a 
particularly strategic position to rein
terpret and reaffirm God's intent and 
God's action in the whole world. 
Secularization must be seen to be an 
opportunity for presenting the world
ly faith of the Bible to all mankind. 
It also points toward a probable evan
gelistic opportunity in the lands of the 
great traditional faiths unparalleled in 
all mission history. Part of our re
sponse to this opportunity must be a 
serious dialogue with these faiths of 
a depth and scope hitherto unknown. 
The great missionary tradition of 
scholarly interest in comparative cul
ture and religions must be revived. 

3. The Christian community is still 
playing rather than working seriously 
in the areas opened by the commnni
cations revolution. Sister churches in 
Asia, Africa and Latin America recog
nize the immensity of their task and 
the crucial place of modern communi
cations media, printed, filmed and 

. electronic, in their mission. Our re
sponse is small, in funds and in tech-
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nical skills and talent. Pilot projects 
and experimentation are needed to 
guide us in developing the ecumenical 
programs which alone are adequate to 
the task. The structure of DO:M pro
vides a marvelous opportunity to 
press for teamwork of communica
tions specialists with medical, educa
tional, evangelistic and agricultural 
and community development person
nel. 

4. In a world determined by poli
tics, the tradition of non-political, if 
not falsely and wrongly political, mis
sion and service programs confronts 
us with a life or death problem of rel
evance. Frankly, I do not see even the 
direction in which an answer lies, so 
complex are the problems of involve
ment with politics in other countries 
and culhH"es, and so deeply ingrained 
is the largely irrelevant political bias 
and experience of persons from our 
middle c1ass American churches. Yet 
somehow we must face and deal with 
this question. 

Is it not possible to create an ecu
menical task force heavily fortified 
with expertise in the arts of overseas
manship, in the political sciences, so
cial psychology and commi:mity de
velopment, and current revolutionary 
history, which will help us see how in 
a profound and Christian sense the art 
of politics may be part of the equip
ment of the saints for the work of 
ministrv overseas? 

In tiwse analyses and suggestions 
we have taken our agenda from the 
world-which is basic. It is also true 
that the state of the church and its re
lationships in mission and service tells 
us much about the shape of our call
ing. ,;ve must consider such com
ponents of the church-mission picture 
as these: 

• An inclusive ecumenical frame
work for Joint Action in Mission and 
Service, taking seriously our fellow
Christians of Catholic, Orthodox and 

Conservative Evangelical persuasion; 
• the necessity to redefine partner

ship in mission between older and 
younger, mission-sending and mission
receiving churches, recognizing that 
neither an imperialism of the sending 
partner nor his abdication from re
sponsibility for decision and even 
from mission are acceptable; and also 
that, while money corrupts and much 
money corrupts greatly, nevertheless 
money is th_e indispensable basis upon 
which overseas ministries are possible 
at all; 

• the meaning of the church as a 
minority in secular and non-Christian 
societies, and of its dispersion through 
all the earth and all ranges of so
ciety in the person of its ordinary 
members; 

• the crisis in understanding and 
support of overseas ministries, as in
creasingly affluent churchmen con
tribute a declining proportion of their 
resources to this cause; and as a so
phisticated understanding of our call
ing in mission and service veers more 
and more widely from the stereotypes 
which still dominate the imagination 
of the man in the pew. 

Perhaps these questions and sug
gestions sound too radical and unset
tling. It would be nice to sound the 
old trumpet calls and rally the troops 
to yesterdav's ancient and glorious 
campaigns. But that would be to be
tray our responsibility. Let me finish 
by quoting a few words addressed the 
other clay by a Roman Catholic lay
man to his Fathers in God at the 
Vatican Council. They are addressed 
to us too. 

"The reform and renewal required 
to begin to speak to the indifferent 
and the hostile is vaster by far than 
the Council has yet envisaged. Tiiat 
is why an urgent plea goes forth to 
the Council. Do not be timid. What 
seems to you too much is far too 
little." 
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All Christians believe that unity is God's 
gift to the Church. Prayer for unity is a 
profound act of faith that a united 
Church is God's gift and not man's cre
ation. Even though the pursuit of unity 
sometimes creates false suspicions of in
differentism and often strengthens a real 
confessionalism, no Christian can be con
tent with a unity less than that which 
God has given in His Son. 

For this reason commitment to the 
unity of the people of God in Jesus 
Christ is not a denial of confessional 
loyalty in favor of a vague sort of Chris
tianity which embraces all only because 
it is indefinite. As Christians become 
conscious of each other, they become 
aware that the Lord they all worship is 
not divided. Earlier generations tried to 
overcome the sin of disunity by an apos
tolate of prayer and propaganda that 
sought God's backing for their efforts to 
unite His Church. Conversion of one 
Christian to another denomination was 
considered the only way to eliminate 
divisions. This program of prayer and 
action was rooted in the theology that 
only one Church had maintained the 
unity God willed in Christ. The others 
could recover it by renouncing their er
rors and seeking communion with the 
one true Church. This concept of Chris
tian unity justified prayers for the return 
of separated Christians and inspired, on 
all sides, high-pressured and often ques
tionable missionary advances against 
Christians of other communions. Still 
other Christians believed that true be
lievers were everywhe~e. Unity would 
be recovered when the false barriers of 
the churches were let down and true be
lievers were able to recognize each other. 
Still others recognized the reality of ec
clesiastical divisions and worked only to 
achieve cooperation and a peaceful re
lationship among the hopelessly divided 
portions of the Church. 

Sectarianism has been a barrier to true 
unity in the past. In reaction to it, in
differentism has been offered as a solu
tion. But prayer for the visible unity of 
all Christians accomplished as Christ 
wills and by the means He wills avoids 
both extremes by total dependence on 
God's will. Such prayer for unity is of
fered in submission to the Spirit with 
the assurance that readiness to follow 
His will is an essential condition for 
discovering the truth. 

Christians now pray for unity within 
and with firm commitment to their own 
communions. They believe that Chris
tianity is as large and inclusive as the 
will of God to bring "the universe, all 
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in heaven and on earth ... into unity in 
Christ" (Eph. 1:10), that the people of 
God are the "great nation" which God 
promised to make of Abraham. Confes
sional loyalty, in this perspective, means 
that each Christian thanks God for the 
unity which he experiences in his own 
confession, and prays that God may 
deepen constantly his awareness of that 
unity not only with his fellow-Christians 
of the same confession, but also with 
those of other confessions. Confessional 
loyalty in an ecumenical age emphasizes 
that the real unity of the Church is in 
Jesus Christ and is only imperfectly wit
nessed by the present visible state of 
Christ's Church. 

Confessional loyalty is not to be mis
taken for the attitude of the man from 
the Far \Vest who guarded the stage
coach and its contents with a shotgun. 
Confessional loyalty is rather a commit
ment to bring one's own confession into 
a closer unity with God and Father in 
Jesus Christ, the source and center of 
all unity, at the same time that one prays 
and works in and for the universal 
Church to tear down the artificial bar
riers which prevent the churches from 
uniting with each other and to make the 
one Church visible upon earth. 

Prayer for unity as Christ wills it and 
by the means He wills it implies not only 
a commitment to one's own confession 
and the Church, which in its mysterious
ness surpasses every confession, but also 
a readiness on the part of every Chris
tian to give up whatever may stand in 
the way of visible Christian unity. If the 
churches wish to become the Church, 
there must be death. Prayer for unity 
does not allow for a neuh·al attitude to
ward one's own or other Christian con
fessions. Christians who pray for the 
unity which Christ wills must pray with 
and for all other Christians. And their 
prayer is never simµly an intellectual 
exercise. Prayer for Christian unity, like 
prayer for peace, means that those who 
pray are ready and willing to suffer and 
die for each other and the world to 
permit God to achieve that for which 
they pray. Christian prayer for unity im
plies a Christian solidarity that h'ans
cends confessional loyalties. 

Christians could never pray for unity 
unless they believed it was the eternal 
will of God already achieved in Jesus 
Christ. This means that somehow sep
arated Christians who are not able to be 
at one in what they believe nor in the 
way they express it are united one to 
the other in Jesus Christ by the eternal 
will of God. A theology of conh·oversy 
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is never hard-pressed to point out the 
differences that separate Christians even 
to the point of making reunion unthink
able. But each Christian who prays the 
prayer of Christian unity is committed to 
the belief that unity is possible not be
cause men are prepared to make the 
necessary concessions but because unity 
is a gift already given by God in Jesus 
Christ. Prayer for unity is simply an 
elaboration of the Lord's prayer. "Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven." 

Faith in the unity of the Church is 
faith in the will of God accomplished in 
Jesus Christ. The unity of the Church is 
not our gift to God. Unity is the gift God 
gave to man before the beginning of 
time. Man has continually rejected it and 
only in the person of Jesus Christ has the 
eternal design of God finally been real
ized. Christians are that strange breed 
of men who believe in the unity of all 
things in Jesus Christ in spite of over
whelming evidence to the contrary. They 
believe more strongly in the love of God 
in Jesus Christ than in the wars which 
witness to the mounting tensions be
tween nations. Without this faith, prayer 
for unity would be no more than a pious 
daydream. 

With this faith, prayer for unity knows 
no boundaries. Prayer for unity concerns 
the churches but it also concerns the na
tions. Christian unity is not complete 
when the churches have entered into 
communion with each other, not even 
when the first great schism between the 
Jewish people and the Christian Church 
is healed. Prayer for Christian unity is 
that God's will be done on earth that all 
in heaven and on earth might be brought 
into a unity in Christ (Eph. 1:10), as He 
wills and when He wills. 

Prayer for unity is, in its deepest 
meaning, prayer that Jesus Christ return 
and take possession 'of His kingdom. 
Christians in the early Church prayed 
explicitly, as we do, but more consciously 
for the return of Christ. Each week 
when they came together to commemo
rate all that He had done, they waited 
anxiously for His return. And each week 
they returned to their homes convinced 
they had not done enough, determined 
to do more that they might be a com
munity sufficiently open to His grace so 
that He would return to take possession 
of His kingdom. 

The unity of all who love each other 
and are at one in their love for God was 
believed to be the condition for His re
turn. Clement of Rome cited a perplex
ing riddle in response to the question 
when would the Lord return. "When two 

will be one, and the outside will be like 
the inside, and when man and woman 
reunited will be neither male nor female, 
then Christ shall return." 

Unity that is just this intense is what 
we pray for during the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity. This unity is what 
we already possess as God's gift in Jesus 
Christ, and what we continuously reject 
by our divisiveness. This unity is what 
we can never restore by ourselves. And 
this is why we pray that God will give 
unity as, when and how He wills, and 
that we may be sufficiently open to His 
grace to receive it. 

The Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity recalls all Christians to their 
common faith in God and Father re
vealed in Jesus Christ. Praying together 
for the unity Christ wills makes it clear 
that some of the traditional barriers are 
human constructions which men must 
tear dowi'i to reveal the true unity which 
is God's gift to man in Jesus Christ. 
Prayer for unity involves not only all 
Christians but also the entire world. 
Even though many men do not under
stand what real unity is, they dedicate 
their lives to attaining it. Christians pray 
for unity with understanding and sin
cerity when they are totally committed 
to pray and to work to the limit of their 
strength that God's will may be done, 
that the Lord Jesus may return to take 
possession of the Kingdom which is His 
from all eternity. 

A PRAYER 

"Sovereign Lord, Ruler of the universe, 

look down from heaven upon your Church, 

upon all your people, and upon your little 

flock, and save all of us, your unworthy 

servants, the creatures of your flock, and 

give us your peace, your love, and your 

assistance. Send down upon us the free 

gift of your Holy Spirit so that with a clean 

heart and a good conscience we may kiss 

one another with holy love, not deceitfully 

nor hypocritically, nor to control each 

other's freedom, but blamelessly and purely 

in the bonds of peace and love. For there 

is only one Body, and one Spirit, and one 

Faith as we have been called in one hope 

of our calling so that we might all come to 

you and to your infinite love in Jesus Christ 

our Lord, with whom you are blessed with 

your all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, 

now and through endless ages. Amen." 

(Liturgy of St. Mark; prayer 

before the kiss of peace) 
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VATTICAN C01UNCTIL= 
AN END OR A JBEGTINNTING? 

by Arthur J. Moore, Jr. 

In October of 1962, a pope 
Peter's Square in Rome 

pomp and solemnity, a 
olic Church. In December 

two months later, another 

pomp and solemnity, over 
In the short }leriod of time 
nies, a revolution took 

That a revolution took 

anyone disputes it, let him 

ten years and compare the 
then to the church today. 

Methodist observer Albeit Outler 

was carried tlu:ough St. 
to inaugurate, with great 

council of the Roman Cath

of 1965, three years and 

pope presided, with great 
the closing of that council. 
between those two ceremo

place. 
place, no one can doubt. If 
cast his mind back five or 
Roman Catholic Church 

Then, there were stirrings 

of hope and signs of new chats with a priest and a nun. vitality but they were gen" 
erally greeted officially with as many expressions of displeasure as of joy. Caution 
and "tradition" were then the watchwords of the day. 

It was only when the bishops gathered together in Rome that they themselves di5· 
covered how deep and widespread the newer currents of thought ran. With a start of 
delight and surprise, the more "progressive" bishops found that, far from being 
isolated as they had thought, they were the majority. It was this discovery that put 
the revolution into e:ff ect. 

Proof of this is that the impulse to renewal did not die with Pope John XXIII. 
John did not create the spirit of renewal in the church but he legitimized it. It is a 
healthy sign that by the time of his death, the spirit that he encouraged was so strong 
that it was never again repressed. 

Under Pope Paul, the drive to renewal has been channelled, it has been momen
tarily dammed U}l, it has been sometimes rerouted but it has never been stopped. 
Many would argue that this channelling and rerouting is a creative use of the drive. 
Others would prefer its pure, uninterrupted flow. There can be no argument, how
ever, about the reality of the drive itself and the vast impact it has had on the life of 
the church. 
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The Constitution on the 
Church, the Decree on the Lit
urgy, as well as those on the 
Laity, Priestly Formation, Pas
toral Duties of Bishops, Mis
sions and others have laid the 
groundwork for a radically dif
ferent and deeper understand
ing of itself by the Roman 
Catholic Church. The Decree 
on Ecmnenism, the Statement 
on Religious Liberty, the State
ment on Non-Christian Reli
gions (Particularly the Jews) 
and the Decree on the Church 
in the Modern World have 
radically altered the church's 
relationships with other Chris
tians and with all mankind. 

The revolution has taken 
place. What does this say to us 
and to the Roman Catholic 
Church itself? 

To Catholics, if an outsider 
may say so and it is the tri
umph of the revolution that an 
outsider may say so, the chal
lenge is to see that the revolu
tion is carried on. Renewal is a 
strenuous business and it is 
much easier to slip back into 
old patterns. At the last session 
of the Council, the spirit of 
fatigue was 01ninously appar
ent. Failed and betrayed revo
lutions litter the pages of his
tory. Va ti can II could easily be
come a shining, lost 1noment 
without constant effort from all 
Catholics-pope and layman 
alike. 

To other Christians, Vatican 
II says clearly that reformation 
is not something that took 
place in the sixteenth century 
(or the eighteenth, or whenev
er we date our own institutional 
beginning). Reformation is 
now and always and it is never 
easy. By the light of Va ti can II, 
we can see how din1 our torches 
have grown and how sound 
asleep we have fall en while 
waiting for the bridegroom. 
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Albert Outler, perhaps the 
most beloved and admired Ob
server at the Vatican Council 
and a sign of what Methodism 
may have to contribute to 
Christian renewal, said in a 
speech given to the American 
Catholic hierarchy and the ob
server-delegates: 

"In a world literally perish
ing for redemptive love, we all 
have need of mutual exhorta
tion and each the right to re
joice at all the char.isms of the 
Spirit-now so abundant in 
your midst-and to hope for 
their full fruition. 

"There will be no more 
meetings of this sort again in 
our lifetime. Our ways from 
here lie in a thousand direc
tions-all in God's keeping, 
thank God. The splendors of 
Vatican II-this strange inter
lude when we have been so 
strangely one-will fade and be 
filed in the archives of our 
memories. But a new advent of 
the Holy Spirit has happened 
in our world in our time-an 
epiphany of love that has 
stirred n1en's hearts wherever 
they have glimpsed it incar
nated .... " 

That we should be able to in
carnate such love is our prayer. 
To quote Dr. Outler again, 
"Our confidence is not in our
selves, our vocations are not 
for ourselves and cannot be ex
ercized by ourselves. We are 
Christ's and our mission is in 
and for the world for which 
Christ died." 

It is also sound Christian 
doctrine, as well as Methodist 
activism, that we must strive to 
be able to express such incar
nation of love as God wills for 
us. In light of the revolution of 
the Vatican Council, it is time 
for us to reassess ourselves. If 
it is God's will, the revolution 
may be only beginning. 
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A CHRISTIAN DIALOGUE 
CONCERN I LOVE I PRAYER 

To be truly effective, the movement for Christian Unity 
must be a local movement seeking the unity of Christians 
in that place. One means of seeking such unity is by dia
logue groups of Ca tho I ic, Protestant and Orthodox lay
men. A guide for such groups is the new Living Room 
Dialogues, edited by William B. Greenspun, C.S.R., and 
William A. Norgren. It is a joint publication of the Na
tional Council of Churches and the Paulist Press. The 
dialogue printed here is the first one in the book, an in
troductory or preparatory session for a new dialogue 
group. 

Coeditors, tlie Rev. William Norgren (cent er), of the National Council of Churches, 
and the Rev. William B. Greenspun (right), of the Confraternity of Christian Doc
trine, talk to a newsman. 
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OPENING PRAYER (ALU 
Let us pray. 0 Lord Jesus Christ, who 

on the eve of your Passion prayed that 
all your disciples might be one, as you 
are in the Father, and the Father in you, 
grant that we may suffer keenly on ac
count of disunion. 

Grant us the loyalty to recognize and 
the courage to reject our hidden indiffer
ence, mistrust and our mutual hostility. 

Grant that we may find each other in 
you, so that from our hearts and from 
our lips may ceaselessly arise your 
prayer for the unity of Christians, such 
as you will and by the means that you 
will. 

Grant that in you, who are perfect 
charity, we may find the way that leads 
to unity, in obedience to your love and 
to your truth. Amen. 

BIBLE READING 
(Each member of the group in turn 

reads a Bible passage and leads the re
sponse. Scriptural quotations are taken, 
for the most part, from .the .Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible. ) 

"Truly, I say to you, whoever says to 
this mountain, 'Be taken up and cast into 
the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, 
but believes that what he says will come 
to pass, it will be done for him. There
fore I tell you, whatever you ask in 
prayer, believe that you receive it, and 

·you will" (Mark 11:23-24). 
"And I tell you, Ask, and it will be 

given you; seek, and you will find ; 
knock, and it will' be opened to you. For 
every one who asks receives and he who 
seeks finds, and to him who knocks it 
will be opened" (Luke 11:9-10). 

RESPONSES 
LEADER: Lord, by your words and 
deeds you taught us the need for faith in 
the power of prayer. 
ALL: Help us to deepen our beliefs in 
the power of prayer. Impress upon us 
that to find ourselves once again united 
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in you, we must continue to seek and to 
ask together. 

BIBLE READING 
"Again I say to you, if two of you 

agree on earth about anything they ask, 
it will be done for them by my Father 
in heaven. For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them" (Matthew 18:19-20). 

RESPONSES 
LEADER: Lord, we are gathered to
gether for your sake. 
ALL: You are here in the midst of us. 
LEADER: We agree on the need for 
our unity; with you we ask for it in 
prayer. 
ALL: According to your word, we hope 
it shall be done for us by your Father 
in heaven. 

BIBLE READING 
"Holy Father, keep them in thy name, 

which thou hast given me, that they may 
be one, even as we are one" (John 17: 
11). 

"I do not pray for these only but also 
for those who believe in me through 
their word, that they may all be one; 
even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
thee; that they also may be in us, so that 
the world may believe that thou hast 
sent me" (John 17:20-21). 

RESPONSES 
LEADER: Lord, on the night before 
your passion you prayed for unity. 
ALL: Unite us so the world may believe 
that you have sent us. 

BIBLE READING 
"And in the morning, a great while 

before day, he rose and went out to a 
lonely place, and there he prayed" 
(Mark 1:35). 

"But so much the more the report 
went abroad concerning him; and great 
multitudes gathered to hear and to be 
healed of their infl.rmities. But he with-
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drew to the wilderness and prayed" 
(Luke 5:15-16). 

"In these days he went out unto the 
hills to pray; and all night he continued 
in prayer to God" (Luke 6:12). 

RESPONSES 
LEADER: Lord, your Gospel tells us 
of your constant prayer during your min
istry. 
ALL: Teach us to put prayer at the 
heart of our Christian witness and mis
sion. 

BIBLE READING 
"And he told them a parable, urging 

them always to pray and not lose heart. 
He said, 'In a certain city there was a 
judge who neither feared God nor re
garded man; and there was a widow in 
that city who kept coming to him and 
saying, 'Vindicate me against my ad
versary.' For a while he refused; but 
afterward he said to himself, 'Though I 
neither fear God nor regard man, yet be
cause this widow bothers me, I will 
vindicate her, or she will wear .me out by 
her continual coming.' And the Lord 
said, 'Hear what the unrighteous judge 
says. And will not God vindicate his 
elect, who cry to him day and night? 
Will he delay long over them? I tell you, 
he will vindicate them speedily'" (Luke 
18:1-8). 

RESPONSES 
LEADER: Lord, help us to persevere in 
our prayer for Christian unity. 
ALL: Do not let us lose heart when the 
novelty of· praying with one another 
wears off. 

BIBLE READING 
"Then Jesus went with them to a place 

called Gethsemane, and he said to his 
disciples, 'Sit here, while I go yonder 
and pray.' And taking with him Peter 
and the two sons of Zebedee, he began 
to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he 
said to them, 'My soul is very sorrowful, 
even to death; remain here, and watch 

with me,' And going a little farther he 
fell on his face and prayed, 'My Father, 
if it be possible, let this cup pass from 
me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as 
thou wilt.' And he came to the disciples 
and found them sleeping; and he said to 
Peter, 'So, could you not watch with me 
one hour? \Vatch and pray that you may 
not enter :into temptation; the spirit in
deed is willing, but the flesh is weak' " 
(Matthew 26:36-41). 

RESPONSES 
LEADER: Lord, we are sorrowful and 
troubled over the scandal of our divi
sions. 
ALL: There is agony within your body, 
the Church. 
LEADER: If it be possible, let these 
divisions pass from us. 
ALL: Not as we will, but as you will. 
LEADER: We have been sleeping in the 
face of our divisions; help us to watch 
and pray. 
ALL: Our spirit is willing but our flesh 
is weak. 

CHRISTIAN DIALOGUE 

INTRODUCTION 
As we begin our dialogue tonight, we 

should share a strong desire that it grow 
and deepen into a fruitful instrument for 
God to use in bringing about the unity of 
all Christians. In our succeeding meet
ings we will be involved primarily in 
discussion based upon study and reading 
done beforehand. Tonight, in our fl.rst 
meeting, we seek motivation and insights 
through meditation on Holy Scripture 
and our conversation. 

It is important that we enter into our 
dialogue with correct motives . and atti
tudes. We must have a clear idea of why 
we have come together, what we hope 
to accomplish and how we will benefl.t 
as individuals. Unless our goals are clear 
at the outset, our chances of persevering 
in the dialogue will be slim. 

Through our dialogues we aim to 
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create a ground swell of prayer and con
cern for Christian unity in America and 
to give depth to the movement. For now 
we are experiencing the honeymoon 
stage of ecumenism in this country. 
Good feelings and friendly gestures 
must mature into a solid ecumenical out
look. Unless such concern and prayer for 
Christian unity develops in local Chris
tian communities the present hope for 
the reconciliation among Christians will 
fade. 

WHAT DOES CONCERN HA VE 
TO DO WITH CHRISTIAN 
UNITY? 

Hopefully, something will happen to 
each one of us in the course of our dia
logues. We will become Christians sin
cerely concerned over the scandal of a 
divided Christendom. 

To feel personal anguish over Chris
tian disunity a Christian needs a univer
sal outlook and sensitivity. He becomes 
aware that Christianity is not being ex
tended throughout the world; it is 
dwindling. He sees the Christian com
munity exerting less and less influence 
on exploding non-Christian populations 
and new emerging nations. 

Divided Christianity presents the 
greatest single obstacle to the spread of 
Christ's Gospel in the world today. Since 
the world can find peace in the nuclear 
age only through Christ, the urgency of 
a common witness for Christ becomes 
more acute each day. 

Christians also realize the diminishing 
influence of Christianity in their O\Vll 

culture. Many religious writers refer to 
our own society as de-christianized. Yet 
our divisions impede and sometimes 
paralyze effective witness. Pressing so
cial problems cry out for a united Chris
tian voice and action in every neighbor
hood of our land. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Do you feel it is more important for 

Christians to be concerned about Chris
tian unity today than it was 100 years 
ago? Why? From your O\Vll experience 
and observations can you give examples 
which would point to a lessening of 
Christian influence in your neighborhood 
or community? 

What are the pressing social problems 
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in America that cry out for united Chris
tian action? 

Can you honestly say that in the past 
you have been personally distressed be
cause the Christians in your neighbor
hood were not united in Christ? Have 
you personally regretted the scandal this 
disunity gives for Christ in your com
munity? Or must you as a Christian ad
mit that Christian unity has not been a 
major concern in your life? 

WHAT DOES PRAYER HAVE 
TO DO WITH CHRISTIAN 
UNITY? 

We begin our dialogue with certain 
assumptions. We have to agree that the 
greatest force for the uniting of all 
Christians is prayer, for without prayer 
our initial interest in Christian unity will 
consume itself in shallow enthusiasm. 
Humanly speaking the goal of Christian 
unity faces insurmountable odds. Our 
own concern and work for Christian 
unity will quickly dissolve in frustra
tion and discouragement unless they are 
based on three things: 

1. Prayer and trust in God's power. 
2. Deep personal commitment to the 

unity that Christ wills. 
3. Patience and resignation to the 

coming of unity in Christ's O\Vll time. 
A member of an ecumenical study 

group made this statement at a planning 
meeting, "Taking part in common prayer 
for Christian unity has given me a new 
insight into my O\Vll personal prayer 
life. I realized that most of my private 
prayer had been negative and selfish. 
I prayed to Christ only when I had a 
personal need. I turned to him only in 
times of my own personal tragedies and 
crises. For the first time I am praying 
for something Christ desires and prayed 
for, 'That all may be one in him.' For the 
first time I see the social implications 
of private prayer. I have begun to pray 
for the sufferings of my fellowman. My 
prayers now embrace world peace, the 
poverty stricken of Asia and social 
justice for the American Negro. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Do you feel that private prayer is just 

an individual thing (between Christ and 
you) or do you believe it also has a so
cial side? 

If an atheist who was a community 
leader asked you what you asked for 
when you prayed to your Christ, would 
your answer edify him? Or would you 
have to admit your own private prayer 
to Christ was too selfish and too much 
centered on your O\vn needs and fears? 
Could you tell him you have been pray
ing daily for Christian unity because 
Christ desires it? 

Suppose the members of this group 
decided that each time they walked or 
drove past any Christian church they 
would quietly say to themselves, "O 
Lord, that they all may one." Do you 
think this would help to make the mem
bers of the group personally concerned 
about Christian unity? Would you be 
willing to say this prayer each time you 
pass a Christian church? 

Do you tl1ink that meetings such as 
these could help to spread concern and 
prayer for Christian Unity? How? 

WHAT DOES LOVE HAVE TO 
DO WITH CHRISTIAN UNITY? 

Now we consider another important 
goal for our dialogues: understanding 
rooted in love. Tonight we strive to 
create a new atmosphere of Christian 
love and understanding among ourselves. 
We will build this new friendship in 
Christ by praying and listening to God's 
Word in Holy Scripture together, by 
studying and talking together. 

By these actions we will penetrate 
more deeply the things that already 
unite us in Christ; we will grow in our 
understanding of each other's faith and 
we will acquire more balanced insights 
into our differences. 

Once we as a group discover new 
depths of love and friendship, then we 
can eliminate the hard core of prejudice 
and apathy within us. Finding out why 
we are brothers in Christ, we will dis
cover why we are separated brothers. 
We must avoid, however, the temptation 
to dwell only on areas of agreement and 
gloss over our differences. An unsenti
mental facing of the issues that divide us 
is necessary if the dialogue is to be 
fruitful. We may discover that some of 
the differences are not as great as they 
seemed at first. Others, of course, may 
prove to be more serious than we had 
suspected. But it is necessary to face 
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them honestly if they are to be dealt 
with in a constructive way. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
(Each member of the group should 

comment briefly on the following ques
tions.) 

Before we can build a friendship on 
the Christian elements we hold in com
mon we have to know what these ele
ments are. Let us go around the room 
and see how many we can name. What 
are the 'things we already share in 
Christ? 

In future meetings we will examine 
some of the things that divide us. What 
are the chief areas of misunderstanding 
among Christians? What subjects do we 
feel we will have to face honestly to 
deepen our understanding of one an
other? 

SUMMATION OF THE 
DISCUSSION 

(Given by the discussion leader. Also 
at this time all the necessary arrange
ments should be worked out for the next 
Dialog.ue.) 

CHORAL PRAYER 
LEADER: Where charity and love are, 
there is God. 
ALL: The love of Christ has gathered 
us together. 
LEADER: Let us rejoice in him and be 
glad. 
ALL: Let us fear and love the living 
God. 
LEADER: And let us love one another 
with a sincere heart. 
ALL: Where charity and love are, there 
is God. 
LEADER: When, therefore, we are as
sembled together, let us take heed, that 
we be not divided in mind. 
ALL: Let there be an end to bitterness 
and quarrels, an end to strife. 
LEADER: And let Christ, our God, 
dwell in our midst. 
ALL: Where charity and love are, there 
is God. 
LEADER: Let us also with the blessed 
see 
ALL: Your face in glory, 0 Christ our 
God. 
LEADER: There to possess pure and 
unbounded joy 
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ALL: For infinite ages and ages. Amen. 

BIBLE READING 
(Each member of the group in tum 

reads a Bible passage and leads the re
sponse.) 

"If I speak in the tongues of men and 
of angels, but have not love, I am a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal ... and 
if I have all faith, so as to remove moun
tains, but do not have love, I am noth
ing" (1 Cor. 13:1-2). 

RESPONSES 
LEADER: Lord, this is our first meeting 
to come to know and love each other as 
Christian neighbors. 
ALL: Inflame us with your charity. Do 
not allow us to become noisy gongs or 
clanging cymbals. 

BIBLE READING 
"If anyone says, 'I love God,' and hates 

his brother, he is a liar; for he who does 
not love his brother whom he has seen, 
cannot love God whom he has not seen. 
And this commandment we have from 
him, that he who loves God should love 
his brother also" (1 John 4:20-21). 

"Put on then, as God's chosen ones, 
holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, 
lowliness, meekness, and. patience, fore
bearing one another and, if . one has a 
complaint against another, forgiving 
each other .... And above all these put 
on love, which binds everything together 
in perfect harmony. And let the peace of 
Christ rule in your 'hearts, to which in
deed you were called in the one body" 
(Colossians 3:12-15). 

RESPONSES 
LEADER: Lord, we desire to unite in a 
bond of Christian friendship. 
ALL: Help us to put on a heart of 
mercy, kindness, humility, meekness and 
patience. 
LEADER: Lord, we desire to remove all 
mistrust of one another. 
ALL: Teach us to bear with one another 
and forgive one another. 

BIBLE READING 
"Now the company of those who be

lieved were of one heart and soul, and 
no one said that any of the things which 

he possessed was his own, but they had 
everything in common. And with great 
power the apostles gave their testimony 
to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 
and great grace was upon them all" 
(Acts 4:32-33). 

"And they devoted themselves to the 
apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the 
taking of bread and the prayers" (Acts 
2:42). 

RESPONSES 
LEADER: Lord, we stand before you as 
separated brothers. 
ALL: Help us to become believers of 
one heart and one soul. 
LEADER: We do not have all things in 
common. 
ALL: Hasten the day we will share the 
breaking of bread in Holy Communion. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
LEADER: 0 Lord, you have loved the 
church and given yourself for it; 
ALL: Sanctify and cleanse it by your 
Word. 
LEADER: Remove all needless divi
sions, 
ALL: Take away the spirit of rivalry 
and jealousy. 
LEADER: Rebuke all our uncharitable 
judgments of one another, 
ALL: Unite us all in your holy work. 
LEADER: Bless all who love the Lord 
Jesus Christ, 
ALL: By whatever name they are called. 
LEADER: Guide them into closer fel
lowship with you. 
ALL: Preserve your Church in unity and 
peace. 
LEADER: Give her increasing tmst in 
the power of prayer and holiness, 
ALL: In the unfailing guidance of your 
Spirit. 
ALL: 0 God, Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, our only Savior, the Prince of 
Peace, grant us the grace to take to heart 
the scandal of our divisions. Deliver us 
from all hatred and prejudice, and from 
all that hinders our unity, in order that, 
as there is but one body and one spirit, 
one hope in our calling, one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father 
of all, so we may also be of one heart 
and one soul, united by the bonds of 
grace and h·uth, of faith and of love, in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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OPPORTUNITY FOR MISSION 
by Paul A. Stauffer 

In an eastern city a three-year-old child dies from poisoning as a result of intermittently nibbling the loose 
plaster above her pallet, partly out of playful curiosity and partly because of hunger. Her several brothers and 
sisters in school were known to suffer from infectious worms but social workers and school authorities did noth
ing. In New England, but a short distance from a gracefully curving super-highway, a pale, gaunt figure of a 
man surveys the ragged children, scrawny chickens and mangy dogs playing among the stumps surrounding 
the miserable, dirt-floored, tar paper shack which they call home and questions with a cry in his voice: "How 
long must we live like this?" 

Such examples are not at all atypical of the crushing effects of poverty. Our country's poor, numbering one 
fifth of our total population, constitute a subculture of misery isolated in urban ghettos, rural slums and the waste
lands of America. In their ranks are numbered the aged, the school dropouts, the non-white minorities, the father
less families, the marginal farmers. Now a category of 11011vea11 poor is being added: industrial workers who have 
become teolmically unemployable due to automation, plant relocation or lack of skills. Here we observe a strange 
paradox indeed; for in a time when society has finally attained the technological resources to obliterate poverty, 
this very technology is intensifying the plight of the poor. In a world of accelerating change there arc, quite ob
viously, new complexities to an ago-old problem. That there is a new urgency to wage all-out war on poverty 
should be apparent to everyone. 

At a time when government brainstormers are intent on getting more out of existing anti-poverty programs and 
in developing new ones, we would do well as church people to ascertain whether or not we arc renewing and 
strengthening the attitudes of simple humanity and genuine neighborhood. Sentimental talk about Christian vir
tues is not enough; mouthing of platitudinous pronouncements will not suffice. These arc times that demand in
carnation-concrete, physical expression-of truth, justice and compassionate love. Just what arc we doing, in 
particular, to help solve our local poverty situations? Perhaps it would be somewhat reassuring to hear a report 
from the various departments of the National Division of the Board of l\fasions. 

City Work 
City churches, in addition to the social services which they have traditionally performed, arc initiating new 

patterns of ministry in their contribution to the war against poverty. In Minneapolis there is a program of group 
counseling for those finding employment difficult or impossible because of personality problems; in Philadel
phia the Mid-Town Parish is concentrating on community planning and betterment such as the "Clean Block" 
program; and in Houston twenty-one churches arc uniting to give ministerial coverage to the large public hous
ing developments. Churches in many of our major cities have participated in Project Head Start in addition to 
providing day care centers for the children of working mothers, literacy classes for minority groups, tutorial assist
ance for school dropouts, thrift shops, employment agencies and homemaking sen·iccs. In brief, a great number 
of our urban churches have arrived at new concepts of the mission of the church as they have become increasingly 
involved in vigorous, community-related service programs. 
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Community Centers 
The ninety-six community centers re

lated to the National Division have also 
committed themselves to working with 
dropouts in tutoring programs, training 
the unemployed for new jobs, and edu
cating the economically and culturally 
disadvantaged in family care and respon
sible citizenship. Several centers are 
maintaining day care projects and are 
participating in Head Start programs. 
Bethlehem Center in Jackson, Missis
sippi, for example, had the distinction 
this past summer of serving 1,200 chil
dren in eighteen different locations in an 
interracial and interfaith venhue. The 
community centers have been active also 
in community development, giving lead
ership to organization and action. These 
efforts have included such diverse inter
ests as revitalizing the community PT A 
and the orientation of family units re
located by urban renewal. Outstanding 
contributions to the field of social work 
research, furthermore, have been made 
possible through funds granted to two 
centers by the federal government. 

Educational Institutions 
All of the schools sponsored by the 

National Division of the Board of Mis
sions were originally establisl~ed for the 
economically or socially handicapped. In 
addition, an extensive program of schol
arship assistance has made it possible for 
as many as 184 students a year to con
tiime their education. In an attempt to 
overcome the intellectual and cultural 
deprivation of the students whom they 
endeavor to serve, the Department of 
Educational 'Vork has worked constant
ly to build up school libraries and estab
lish classes for remedial work in reading 
and mathematics. In many instances, the 
school has become the only permanent, 
stable home the child has known. 

Goodwill Industries 
Goodwill Industries is no newcomer to 

the anti-poverty program, for it pio
neered in providing jobs and training for 
the underprivileged and later for the 
handicapped and disabled. Today, it has 
by far the largest network of workshops 
for the handicapped in the country and 
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at the same time it continues to provide 
persons of limited means with articles 
at reasonable prices through Goodwill 
Stores. In a letter to President Johnson 
reminding him that Goodwill Industries 
had already been in the battle against 
poverty for more than sixty years, Dr. 
Percy J. Trevethan, Executive Vice
President, offered the full cooperation of 
Goodwill Industries in the President's 
war on poverty and pointed to the un
used potential for the expansion of ser
vices both in present programs and in 
the establishment of new workshops. In 
brief, Goodwill Industries has stimulated 
and worked closely with local Commu
nity Action Programs, governors' and 
mayors' committees, and Office of Eco
nomic Opporhmity staff. Numerous 
recommendations made by Goodwill In
dustries staff personnel, furthermore, 
have been incorporated in the legislation 
initiating and directing the Federal at
tack upon poverty. 

Homes and Residences 
Although ·our children's and youth 

homes were not originally established to 
combat poverty as such, this readily be
comes by the ve1y nature of things one 
of their primary purposes. Regardless of 
the reason why a child or dependent 
youth is refened-whether he is the 
victim of parental divorce, abuse, neglect, 
illness or unemployment-the -home 
from which he comes is a deprived one. 
Our homes, accordingly, answer the 
need for food, clothing, shelter, under
standing and an atmosphere of loving 
care. Staff workers are currently giving 
particular attention to helping school 
dropouts. Our residences, on the other 
hand, provide inexpensive living quar
ters, "a home away from home," for 
young women coming into our cities to 
take their first job or to seek business or 
professional training. Directors, social 
workers and other professional staff as
sociated with these residences are noted 
for their active involvement in agency 
and community planning and for their 
service on city and state social welfare 
committees. V/ithin the particular con
text of anti-poverty efforts, they are pres
ently concentrating on establishing pro-
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grams of personal and family counseling, 
remedial education, and rehabilitation. 

Medical Work 
The six hospitals related to the Na

tional Division operate on the premise 
that people who are physically sound, 
socially well adjusted and spiritually 
vigorous are more likely to be able to 
maintain themselves economically. Be
yond this, they provide clinics, maternity 
care and other services for the poor. 
Physical therapy, closely allied with vo
cational rehabilitation programs, is yet 
another avenue of approach to resolving 
some of the multidimensional problems 
associated with the effective combating 
of poverty. 

Missions and Provisional 
Conferences 

National Division institutions in Alas
ka, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, the Rio Grande 
Conference and the Oklahoma Indian 
Mission in addition to their traditional 
programs of economic relief, medical as
sistance, personal and family counseling, 
and community service have become in
creasingly involved in such patterns of 
ministry as establishing special classes 
for slow-learning or retarded children 
and incapacitated adults, developing an 
experimental farm, expanding medical 
clinics for underprivileged communities, 
setting up distribution centers for cloth
ing, food and milk, and enlarging ser
vices in vocational rehabilitation. OEO 
funds have given tremendous reinforce
ment to efforts of our churches, com
munity centers and hospitals to fulfill the 
role of servant to pockets of desperate 
poverty and communities of prolifierat
ing need. 

Town and Country 
More than forty church and commu

nity workers under our Department of 
Town and Country Work are involved 
in at least one or more of the anti
poverty programs. Representing centers 
of action all the way from the Yuma 
Methodist Mission in California to the 
work in Pembroke, North Carolina, they 
have identified with Aid to Migrants, the 
Job Corps, the Manpower Training Pro-
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gram, the Neighborhood Youth Corps, 
Project Head Start and VISTA. Adult 
basic education programs and day care 
centers have been created to help the 
unwilling victims of poverty better to 
help themselves. The numerous strata of 
need in the Appalachian area, in par
ticular, are being given increasing study 
and field service by professional staff. 
One well-known rural church authority 
has made the observation, however, that 
it is nothing short of tragic that so little 
seems to be happening in some areas of 
the deep south because of opposition 
from political forces and because of 
apathy on the part of church people. In
dividualistic piety and other-worldly pre
occupation leave untouched the mani
fold hurts of the world-hurts that 
evoke an echo of Mio's bitter observa
tion in Maxwell Anderson's Winterset: 
"Tell them to ... believe while they can 
it's a warm safe world, and Jesus finds 
his lambs and carries them in his bosom 
-I've seen some lambs that Jesus 
missed." 

National Division Position 
In January, 1965, the National Divi

sion gave definite approval to commu
nity centers and other home missions 
agencies to participate in and accept fed
eral funds from the anti-poverty pro
gram, provided certain conditions were 
met: " ( 1) Persons in the communities to 
be benefited by the programs be in
volved in developing such programs; ( 2) 
Such programs be designed so as to aid 
constructively persons in escaping from 
living at the level of poverty; ( 3) The 
programs serve people in the community 
without regard to religion, race or na
tional origin." 

Enlarging upon this position, Dr. J. 
Edward Carothers, Associate General 
Secretary for the National Division and 
Chairman of the National Council of 
Churches Anti-Poverty Task Force, 
stated that we are in a national crisis as 
respects the problem of poverty. "The 
emergency nature of our situation," he 
said, "would find the churches clearly 
negligent if they refused to render ser
vices to people when there are no other 
social instruments available to render 

services." Observing that the Economic 
Opportunity Act has created new oppor
tunities to expand the ministries of the 
churches while at the same time con
fronting them with the risk of violating 
the principle of separation of church and 
state, he asserted that, "it may be very 
difficult for The Methodist Church to 
travel this narrow lane with opportunity 
on the one hand and risk on the other 
but in the face of clear emergency we 
should try to find the lane and walk a 
straight path in it. If we feel we can
not do this we must face our own con
science if we continue to live in a com
munity which lacks agencies to render 
services for those whom the Economic 
Opportunity Act would serve." 

New Response Called for 
Clearly the poverty of the twentieth 

century is a completely new phenom
enon, with new causes and the very 
definite likelihood that it will increase 
rather than decrease unless some massive 
and imaginatively new responses can be 
engendered. Private charity is no longer 
adequate. Paternalistic, condescending 
policies must be replaced \vith coopera
tion and partnership, which presupposes 
being our brother's brother rather than 
just our brother's keeper. This means 
shaking off the apathy of a sleeping con
science and the blindness of eyes that re
fuse to see. It means, also, enlisting our 
minds and our hands as well as our 
hearts in providing human help to fellow 
human beings. 

Since the scandal of poverty amid af
fluence need no longer exist and since 
Christ identifies himself with every man 
in every man's need (Matthew 25:40), 
we are confronted with a moral and re
ligious issue. A fresh dedication to the 
imperatives of the Christian life will de
mand of us, therefore, more than blight
ing contentment with things as they are, 
more than mere tokenism or splendid 
gestures: it will mean living in the 
splendid freedom of the sons of God who 
can face a world of coexistent want and 
plenty in the spirit of self-giving servant
hood. The War on Poverty, in other 
words, demands a higher patriotism, per
sonal enlistment, an active mission. 
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Where 
there 1s 

hatred, 
me sow 

lovei 

Where 
there is . 

tnJury, 
pardoni 
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Where 
there is 
doubt, 
faithi 
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there is 
despair1 

hopei 
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darkness1 

lighti 

And where 
there is 

sadness1 . 
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A review of international relations to
day in the light of the Christian faith was 
the purpose of the Sixth World Order 
Study Conference convened by the Inter
national Affairs Commission of the Na
tional Council of Churches in St. Louis, 
Mo., October 20-23, 1965. 

Twenty discussion groups took part in 
the conference study program. Partici
pants considered five discussion subjects 
pertinent to the conference theme: "Man 
Amid Change: Christian Imperatives." 
Subtopics included views of man in a 
revolutionary world; international impact 
of science and technology on peace and 
war; patterns of economic and social 
change. Findings were embodied in a re
port submitted to the National Council of 
Churches. The report spoke only for the 
conference, not for the National Council 
or the sponsoring commission. 

An innovation for this conference was 
the special Dag Hammarskjold Lecture 
Series which featured six distinguished 
leaders from various parts of the world. 

Purpose of the series was to present 
world concerns as well as national issues. 

The first address in the series was a ser
mon by Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, president 
emeritus, Union Theological Seminary, 
given at the opening session held at Christ 
Church Cathedral. His topic was "The 
Spiritual Life of Dag Hammarskjold." 

The second lecture was presented at a 
Community Interfaith Meeting in Christ 
Church Cathedral by Miss Barbara Ward 
of London, England, economist, author, 
and lecturer. In private life Lady Jackson, 
Miss Ward is a former editor of the well
known British publication, The Economist, 
and author of "The Rich Nations and the 
Poor Nations," currently receiving wide 
attention in this country. 

The other lecturers, addressing subse
quent sessions held at the Statler Hilton 
Hotel, were Dr. Emilio E. Castro of Monte
video, Uruguay, author, secretary of the 
Provisional Committee for Evangelical 
Unity in Latin America, and a Methodist 
clergyman long active in interdenomina
tional affairs; Dr. Andrew W. Cordier, dean 
of the School of International Affairs, 
Columbia University, vice-president-at
large of the National Council of Churches, 

and for fifteen years executive assistant to 
the late Dag Hammarskjold; Dr. Arend T. 
Van Leeuwen, director of Church and 
World (Kerk en Wereld) Institute of 
Netherlands Reformed Church at Drie
bergen, Holland; Dr. Arthur S. Lall, a pro
fessor at the School of International af
fairs of Columbia University, and former 
Permanent Representative and Ambas
sador from India to the United Nations; 
Dr. Absalom L. Vilakazi, professor of Af
rican Studies, American University School 
of International Service, and former senior 
social affairs officer to the Economic Com
mission for Africa of the United Nations. 

Dr. Arthur S. Flemming, president of the 
University of Oregon and first vice-presi
dent of the National Council of Churches, 
served as chairman of the conference. 
Vice-chairman was Dr. Kenneth W. 
Thompson, vice-president of the Rocke
feller Foundation and vice-chairman of 
the International Affairs Commission of 
the National Council of Churches. 

Excerpts from the addresses in the Dag 
Hammarskjold Lecture Series follow: 

SOME H~GHl~GHlS OF 
lHE © lH WO~lD O~DfER 
SlUDY CONFE~lENCE 
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Barbaro Word "World Poverty and Christion Conscience" 

"The twenty percent of the world's peo
ples who live in the Christian--or should 
we say post-Christian?-societies of the 
West and who absorb seventy-five percent 
of the world's income, investment and 
trade, are as rich in terms of their national 
income as were the nineteenth century ty
coons in terms of personal income. The 
gap between even a quite well endowed 
state like Nigeria and the United States or 
Canada is if anything greater than the gap 
seventy years ago between a Rockefeller 
and an unemployed immigrant. 

"What are we to make of this gap? Some 
people, of course, argue that it is the inevi
table reflection of the greater drive, vigor 
and efficiency of the Atlantic peoples. It 
is no use trying in any special way to raise 
peoples' living standards elsewhere because, 
if they were vigorous, competent peoples, 
they would do so themselves. 

"But we used to talk about the poor in-

side our domestic economies in the same 
way. The Irish immigrant was held by some 
to be equally hopeless. Today we have in 
fact turned the vast majority of supposedly 
hopeless proletarians into fine upstanding 
workers and consumers. We have done this 
not by chance but by a number of specific 
policies. Universal education, better health 
and housing, industrial training-all these, 
largely financed out of income tax, have 
given us a new literate, technically compe
tent people and converted whole societies 
to what one can only call middle class 
standards. At the same time, by welfare 
payments, by higher wages, by pension 
funds, by profit-sharing, we have given 
the majority of the people a much larger 
share of the wealth they help to produce. 
The modern mass market economy depends 
upon this expansion of consuming power. 

"These same policies can be pursued in 
the world at large .... 

Emilio E. Castro "The New Threat: Rich Notions and Poor Notions" 

"Whoever is interested in the cause of 
peace among nations ought to pay less 
attention to the sensational headlines that 
show the differences between political sys
tems, and more to the less conspicuous news 
that goes almost unobserved by the public, 
but which is to be found on the financial 
pages of the newspapers .... 

"Hunger is the true cause of· threat to 
world peace. . . . Today the true problem 
on a world-wide scale is the growing dis
tance between the standards of living of 
the countries of the North and the South, 
the nations of an affiuent society and the 
nations of the periphery, the underdevel
oped nations. Even graver than the danger 
of the atom bomb for the future of the hu
man race is the growing unbalanced state 

between the nations and the poor nations. 
" ... We believe it is more urgent for 

Christians to pray for the success of the 
work begun in the United Nations Confer
ence on Trade and Development in 1964 
than to pray for the disarmament confer
ence. . . . It is less spectacular to appeal 
to justice than to peace; nevertheless, ap
peal to justice is the road to peace .... May 
the Church not take part in ideological 
nearsightedness, but rather may she rise to 
fulfill her ministry on the level of truth .... 

"'When the common citizen complains 
about how foreign aid increases his taxes, 
he is indicating how far he is from the 
magnitude of the problem and how diffi
cult it will be for him to recognize that his 
own personal situation is related to the 

Arend T. Von Leeuwen "World Order, History, and Development" 

"Nothing is more indicative of the tragic 
asptict of life than the unavoidable injustice 
in the struggle for justice. . . . 

"The missed opportunity of the nine
teenth century forces the Christian church 
to make up for a hundred years of negli
gence. The class-struggle within nineteenth 
century Western society was a minor prob
lem as compared \vith the world-\vide chal
lenge which communism is offering to
day .... 
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"The attitude of communist governments 
in relation to the Christian church is deci
sively determined by a deep-rooted resent
ment of the European proletariat in the 
nineteenth century against the Christian 
bourgeoisie and by the conviction that the 
church cannot be otherwise than a hand
maid of the Western-Christian, capitalist 
world. This attitude can, in the future, only 
be changed when the Christian churches 
in Communist countries and the Western 

"What we need is a solid body of opin
ion that accepts the facts of our single 
world community-united by supersonic 
plane and Telstar-and applies to them the 
moral insights of generosity and social jus
tice which, inside western society, have 
turned the despairing proletarians of Marx's 
day into the responsible citizens of today. 
And who will be, with sufficient dedication 
and patience, at the core of such a body, 
if the Christian voice is silent? ... 

" ... As a united Christian people, why 
do we not act to work now to ensure that 
each self-professedly Christian nation de
votes at least one percent of national in
come to developmental assistance? Why are 
we not a vigorous, effective lobby in our 
own parliaments and congresses to show 
that public opinion, rooted in moral con
viction, supports now and will support so 
long as is necessary bold and constructive 
works of international aid?" 

· existence of permanent injustice in world 
relations .... 

" ... If our diagnosis is correct, when we 
affirm that the number one problem of the 
world is the conflict between hunger and 
abundance, the Church has then to de
nounce all other scales of priorities as false 
and misleading .... 

"The world's nations already are in the 
start of dialogue. Let us do our part as the 
people of Jesus Christ so that dialogue has 
the clarity necessary to conquer our fears 
and prejudices. Our children \vill then live 
in a world that will have its own problems, 
but in which they will be able to sleep 
peacefully, knO\ving that their happiness 
does not depend on the unhappiness of 
others." 

churches are capable of a different encoun
ter with Communism than the anti-commu
nist fear and hatred of nineteenth century 
bourgeoisie. 

"Chinese Communism, instead of being 
felt as a scandal and an obsession, should 
be approached by Christian missions as the 
great historical opportunity and challenge 
radically to rethink the missionary obliga
tion for our time." 
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Andrew E. Cordier "Motivations and Methods of Dog Hammarskjold" 

"The Meditation Room at the United 
Nations was, in its present form, [1fr. 
Hammarskjold's] own creation. The short 
tract written by him and given to visitors 
begins with the words, '\Ve all have within 
us a center of stillness surrounded by si
lence.' He saw in the shimmering block of 
iron ore in the center of the room, lighted 
from above, an empty altar 'not because 
there is no God, not because it is an altar 
to an unknown God, but because it is dedi
cated to the God whom man worships 
under many names and in many forms.' 
He concludes 'there is an ancient saying 
that the sense of a vessel is not in the shell 
but in the void. So it is with this room. It 

is for those who come here to fill the void 
with what they find in their center of 
stillness.' . . . 

"His full profile would include Ham
marskjold the mystic, Hammarskjold the 
Renaissance man, and Hammarskjold the 
man of public affairs. In each one of these 
three areas he demonstrated a quality of 
excellence bordering on genius. Any one of 
the three would have established his repu
tation for generations to come, but to have 
reached high qualities of excellence in all 
three of them made him one of the very 
unusual personalities of our century. . . . 

"Dag Hammarskjold did not regard the 

Absalom L. Yilakozi "The Voices of Africa and Its Message" 

"As Jean-Paul Sartre has pointed out, 
the African has been looked at without 
lookfog back for too long. He has been 
talked about, analyzed, put under a micro
scope, all his ills diagnosed, and he has 
borne all this unseemly curiosity from the 
West with amazing fortitude, and has lis
tened to different doctors and prophets 
declare his doom with exceeding calm .... 

"It is only in the last decade that the 
African has begun to look back at the rest 
of the world, to talk back to it, and at
tempted to define himself and his world. 
... \Vhen he does talk even in what seems 
to him a whisper, the outside world hears 
a shrill shout because it has been used to 
his muted silence. . . . 

"Apart from being despised and abused, 
the Africans have had the common experi
ence of depersonalization which was the 
result of their colonial status .. . . 

"The first thing which seems to us to 
be of crucial importance is that the world 
should take Africans seriously. . . . The 
Africans are in dead earnest. 

"It behooves the church ... so to con
duct itself that it clears itself of all taint of 
colonialism .... Christian ex-pression in the 
form of Western cultural institutions and 
practices are under fire, and one l1ears the 
view expressed again and again in Africa 
that the people will begin to believe in . the 
sincerity of the foreign Western missionary 
in Africa when the \Vestern churches will 
have ceased to prevaricate on the question 
of equality of all men and on their rights to 

· run their own church affairs. . . . 
" ... I believe that these separatist [Afri

can] churches were the forerunners of what 
is now a common movement-an African 
reformation-a breakaway from Western 
Protestantism. . . . It is not only self rule 
that is involved here. It is a total evaluation 
of the basic tenets and doctrines be
queathed to Africa by the Western church, 
and much is at stake. My field notes taken 
from all parts of Christian Africa show this 
unmistakable trend. In this connection, I 
think that Christians in the West ought to 
be. warned against the all too prevalent idea 

Arthur S. Loll "The West and Asia-Problems of Understanding" 

"I have frequently heard it said and read 
that what differentiates much of Asia from 
the Western world is the absence in those 
parts of Asia of clear concepts of right and 
wrong. From this it follows that when it 
comes to a problem, whether personal, or
ganizational or international, there is a fuzz
ing up of the moral issues and an inability, 
or at least an unwillingness, to take sides. 
This view goes on to assert that to much 
of Asia, on account of this factor, there is 
really no legal tradition, no idea of the 
Law: the divine Law from which stem the 
codes of human law to the West and other 
parts of the world. All these attitudes, it is 
said, add up to a very devious Oriental ap
proach to life, and of course make it very 
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difficult for the Westerner, with his clear 
concepts of right and wrong and with his 
adherence to the idea of the rule of law, 
to find any familiar guideposts which would 
assist him to understand the Orient. 

"One manifestation of this view is a 
drawing of attention to the prevalence of 
polytheism in parts of . Asia, and to see in 
it a factor that contributes to the currency 
of rather lazy concepts of right and wrong: 
one god might be set against another and 
so a situation might be resolved without 
any moral struggle but simply by giving 
one's allegiance to a particular· deity by 
pleasing his priests (with money and other 
valuables), . or by religious observances and 
sacrifice .... There is little reason why the 

Charter of the United Nations as a perfect 
instrument, but repeatedly stated that the 
rich potentialities of the Charter for peace
keeping and human progress have not been 
fully used. This was the path to progress, 
not the revision of the Charter. In fact, he 
often said that international organization 
as expressed in the United Nations was 
more advanced in this stage of world his
tory than the sense of world community 
that supported it. Therefore, with all of its 
shortcomings, it is vita] to work with the 
existing organization and develop its in
creasing competence to handle the great 
issues at hand." 

of pushing m1ss10nary activities and en
deavors in order to win Africa through the 
church for the West. I think that it is an 
unworthy Christian motive. I also think that 
it is based on a wrong idea of the relation
ships between religion and political ideol-
ogy .•.. 

"Finally, I think it is important for the 
church in the West, especially in America, 
;to make up its mind about its public and 
private stand on the issue of civil rights 
and the Negro in America. It is important 
because the Africans measure the sincerity 
of American missionary or Christian activity 
by . the way American churches accept or 
reject the Negro in their midst. It is some
thing of an anachronism for the American 
churches which discriminate against the 
Negro at home to send missionaries to 
Africa .... To the Africans, all the breast
beating and the angry outbursts against 
South African apartheid are a colossal pose 
and deception so long as the American 
churches condone or practise racial discrimi
nation." 

· polytheism of popular religion in India 
should become a barrier to . the understand
ing of India-any more than it has become 
to the unders'tanding of ancient Greece . .. . 

"From the beginning ... the concept of 
the implementation of the law, both in spir
itual and in secular matters, has been of 
prime importance in the systems of religion 
and philosophy which have emerged from 
India and which have dominated so much 
of the development of Asia. There is no 
basis in fact that I know of for the subjec
tive and deductive view that in Asia there 
is a deep antipathy to the concept of the 
law, and that from this alleged antipathy 
there follows an inability to come to con
clusions as to what is right." 
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DECADES OF 
HEALING AT 

BREWSTER HOSPITAL 
by Elizabeth Watson 

JANUARY 19GG 

The children who are patients at Brew
ster Hospital do not have to worry about 
getting far behind in their scl1ool work. 

The public school system of Jackson
ville maintains there a teacher from the 
Exceptional Children's Education de
partment. This teacher has a certain 
room at the hospital available to her, 
Mondays through Fridays. The children 
who are able to walk come to this room 
for their lessons. 

In general, the teacher has elementary
grade children during the morning, and 
high school ages during the afternoons. 

Of course this schedule has to be kept 
flexible. There is much bedside teaching, 
of necessity. But on some days when her 
pupils just do not feel well enough to 
study, the teacher does not h-y to force 
lessons. Instead, she may have a few 
quiet games, or perhaps she may just 
walk around, and talk with some of the 
children, tell them stories, or get the 
ones who feel like it to sing. 

Usually there are about a dozen or 
so child1'en per week at the hospital, to 
be taught. The teacher has to be "flex
ible" also, for she may be called on to 
help with any subject in grades one 
through twelve. 

"If a student needs help with French 
or German or algebra, or other subjects 
which I do not feel qualified to teach," 
the teacher told us, "I get assignments 
from the child's teacher in the public 
school. Then, later, I mail the completed 
papers back to the teacher." 

The teacher at the ·hospital takes the 
initiative in getting up birthday parties 
in the children's wards, at appropriate 
times. "Mr. Copeland [the hospital's as
sistant administrator] can always be 
counted on to provide ginger ale and 
cakes when they are needed," the teacher 
said, appreciatively. 

One friend of the hospital, who has a 
five-and-ten-cent store, sends in supplies 
of picture books, coloring books, paper, 
and ballpoint pens. 

Not all the children at Brewster Hos
pital come from the city. Some are from 
Jubilee, Live Oak, Lake City, and other 
places. The teacher has found that some 
parents do not consider it necessary to 
provide clothing for their children when 
they are in the hospital. So it has come 
about that Methodist women buy for 
these young patients, at various times, 
socks, dresses, sweaters, robes, and 
pajamas. 

At the time of our visit [October, 
1965] Brewster Hospital had thirty-five 
nurses (it would like to have more); 
thirty-four practical nurses; sixteen 
aides; four ward clerks; four orderlies; a 
director of nurses; an assistant director 
of nurses, an admissions officer, a di
rector of religious and community affairs, 
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technicians, and other supporting per
sonnel-totaling 235 employees. 

Brewster would like to have, again, 
as it has had in the past, a nursing school 
of its own. But because of several fac
tors at present it has to get its nurses 
from other places. Many of its nurses are 
from Florida A. and M. University in 
Tallahassee. 

Brewster Hospital, at 1640 Jefferson 
St., Jacksonville, Fla., is operated by the 
National Division of the Methodist 
Board of Missions. 'Vith a solid back
ground of sixty-five years of services (it 
was started in 1901) the hospital feels 
that it has established a definite place in 
the city and in the community. 

At this time the church-related work
ers at the hospital are: Miss Margaret 
Field, deaconess; Miss Maureen Carr, 
deaconess staff nurse; Miss Audrey Sul
livan, U. S-2, staff nurse; and Miss Karen 
'Vood, U. S.-2, staff nurse. 

Brewster Hospital is fully accredited 
by the Joint Commission on Accredita
tion of Hospitals, which is the nation
wide accrediting organization. 

A new Central Service Building in
cludes such service facilities as X-ray, 
pharmacy, laboratmy, kitchen, operating 
suite, recovery room, and central sterile 
supply. 

At the County Hospital there are spe
cial wings for indigent Negro patients. 
But Brewster is the only Negro hospital 
in the city, and it is one of three such 
private hospitals in the state of Florida. 
The others are in Broward County, and 
in the Tallahas~ee area. Civil rights laws 
are rapidly changing this situation. 

Brewster has a good, stable, thirty
member biracial Board. It has also a bi
racial staff. The ten Negro doctors of the 
area are practicing at Brewster, as well 
as 200 white doctors of this area. 

The people of this community are 
proud of Brewster, and they take ad
vantage of the opportunities for healing 
that are offered them there. But more 
than anything else, perhaps, the people 
would like to have a choice. That is, they 
would like to be free to choose any hos
pital, or the special facilities of more 
than one hospital. 

Miss Emma Burris, who is executive 
secretary of medical work in the Nation
al Division of the Board of Missions, 
states: 

"Brewster Hospital is a vital force in 
improving human relations in the city of 
Jacksonville. For its work in patient care 
for large numbers of Jacksonville citi
zens, and for its part in the total health 
planning of the community, it deserves 
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special commendation. 
"The forward-looking administration, 

board, and medical staIT are continuing 
to examine ways in which Brewster will 
have a unique role to play as it con
tributes to the health and welfare needs 
of the Jacksonville area." 

In the Jacksonville District there are 
fifty-eight. ~vlethodist churches. The 
churches, in general, support and en
dorse Brewster, but the hospital would 
like to sec them undertake a closer and 
stronger relationship. 

The 'i\loman's Societies and the vVes
leyan Service Guilds of this area some
times hold meetings at the Hospital. The 
little prayer room in the Hospital is 
named for Mrs. Ralph Perkins, who was 
formerly president of the Dish·ict 'i\lom
an's Society, and who continues to be a 
constant friend to the Hospital. 

Mr. Norclham, the present adminis
trator of Brewster, states: "I consider the 
Methodist women in Societies and 
Guilds by far the strongest element for 
the support of this hospital." 

On Thursday afternoons at Brewster 
there are short worship services for the 
patients who are able to attend them. 
The services are led by local volunteer 
ministers from various denominations. 

Under the broad title of Director of 
Religious and Community Affairs, Miss 
Field provides attention, encouragement, 
sympathy, advice, and practical arrange
ments. These wide fields may include 
greetings, prayers, flowers, books, maga
zines, and special tray favors at Christ
mas and Easter time. 

The Cherry Reds, a group of volunteer 
women who serve in an auxiliary, bring 
to the Hospital many good things. Indi
viduals serve at the receptionist desk. 
They talk with convalescent patients, 
and sometimes write letters for those 
who do not feel equal to making the ef
fort for themselves. On some days, they 
shop for patients, and do other needful 
errands for them. 

The uniforms at Brewster present a 
pleasing variety of rainbow tints. The 
Cheny Red volunteers wear pinafores 
of the indicated color, with white 
blouses. The practical nurses have pin
striped dresses, the volunteer aides wear 
candy-stripes. The six Red Cross nurses 
assigned to the Hospital wear gray uni
forms. The Hospital aides wear solid 
blue. 

Of course the graduate nurses wear 
white uniforms and white caps. Adorn
ing each cap is the stripe that indicates 
the hospital where the nurse took her 
professional training. 

All these groups have their own tasks, 
standards, and responsibilities within the 
framework of the Hospital's disciplined 
daily and weekly schedule. 

The Hospital has 168 beds available, 
and twenty-two bassinets. 

During a recent year there were 794 
babies born at Brewster Hospital. 

Most of the patients are in-patients. 
The out-patients at present are the physi
cal therapy patients and the accident 
cases. In general, Brewster has an aver
age of about 115 patients a day. 

In the physical therapy rooms we 
noted a patient who was patiently keep
ing one leg submerged in a "whirlpool." 
Another patient was a small boy named 
Cedric who was being taught how to 
manage his new artificial limb. 

In the well-stocked store room we 
asked the person in charge: "What item 
do you have to reorder most frequently?" 
She replied: "Disposable syringes." We 
took a look at these syringes, made of 
plastic, and at their well-protected steel 
points. For sanitary reasons they are 
thrown away after one use, so we could 
readily understand why they are so 
much in demand. 

The staff members at Brewster take 
much pride in the hospital, and in its 
record and services. At the annual pic
nic, the cafeteria manager has to plan for 
two shifts of picnic lunch, for of course 
the hospital cannot be left unstaffed. 

Each person likes to see the clay's 
events going in the right direction, in 
his own territory. The aides in the pedi
atric ward told us that they sometimes 
have to use a good bit of ingenuity to 
persuade a sick child to eat his lunch, or 
to keep him from eating his dessert first. 
At times the aides even dream up a 
"prize" for the child who gets clown all 
his lunch in the prescribed order. 

Eighty-five per cent of Brewster's 
patients have hospital insurance of some 
kind. But, even so, the Hospital regret
fully says that it has to operate at a loss 
on daily costs. 

The atmosphere in any institution is 
important. Basically, it reflects the spir
itual climate of those who lead the way 
in aclminish·ation, in service, in profes
sional activities, and· in everyday con
tacts with the public. 

In its sixty-five years of serving its 
community of Jacksonville and twelve 
surrounding counties, Brewster has en
gendered its own special flavor and 
spirit. 

Methodists might well label this hos
pital a successful experiment in decades 
of Christian healing. 
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POEMS 
for 

the New Year 

A NEVV YEAR'S PRAYER 
By Effie Smith Ely 

Not that the vear shall be 
From care and suffering free; 
I pray to bear my part 
\Vith an heroic heart. 

Not for an easy task, 
0 Father, would I ask, 
But for the will and might 
To do hard work aright. 

Not for a sun-clear wav 
Through t~1is new year ·r pray, 
But, on dim paths untned, 
That Thou wilt be my guide. 

JANUAHY 1966 
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NOW IS THE TJME 
By Mildred N. Hoyer 

Now is the time for steadv heart 
For steady step, for stead); mind;' 
Steady ahead, not looking behind; 
And, lest we should fall or trip, 
Reaching out for a firmer grip 

Upon the Hand of God. 

HOW WILL TOMORRO\i\T 
HAVE FLOWEHS? 

B11 Ann Barcus iUinga 

\Vhat if the pollen is never blown? 
\Vhat if the seeds are never sown? 
Then how will tomorrow have flowers? 
\Vhat if we never record what \Ve learn? 
\Vhat if we never share things \Ve dis-

cern? 
Then how will men know vvhat is ours? 
\i\!hat if we shut out the cold and the 

rain? 
\Vhat if we dare not feel danaer or 

. b 
pam? 

Then how can we realize blessing? 
\Vhat if, when glutted on S\veetness and 

cream, 
\Ve never follow the beckoning dream 
Our surfeit of ease is suppressing? 
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"Water is a most interesting elusive natural resource. In inost parts of the world the available fresl 
tween life or death. Because water rains from the sky and flows in rivers, many people believe it to be 
ly high prices, and other areas where a man may even be shot for drinking from another's well. One 
Achieving this by using nuclear energy to desalt sea water, thereby producing fresh water, is one oJ 

• WINDOW ON THE UNITED NATIONS 

Water Life or Death 

THE SALT in the sea has not decreased 
appreciably since officials and ex
perts from about thirty-five coun

tries and territories of Africa, Asia, Eu
rope, the Middle East, and the Wes tern 
Hemisphere met at United Nations 
headquarters in New York to consider 
the subject. 

Their desalting deliberations were 
carried on in closed meetings at the first 
United Nations Inter-Regional Seminar 
on the Economic Application of Water 
Desalination (September 22-0ctober 2, 
1965). 

Seminar participants heard lectures by 
experts from the Bahamas, France, Is
rael, Netherlands Antilles, the United 
Kingdom, the United States, and the 
Soviet Union. A lecture on the applica
tion of nuclear energy to desalination 
was given by a representative of the In
ternational Atomic Energy Agency. 
Other lectures were given by specialists 
from the Resources and Transport Divi
sion of the UN Secretariat. 

This definition of desalination from a 
United Nations report, "Water Desalina
tion in Developing Countries" ( 1964), 
nutshells the subject: 

"Desalination is a term used to refer to 
any established process by which the 
salt content of brackish or sea waters is 
reduced sufficiently to make such waters 
fit for human, animal, industrial or other 
specified uses. In general, water may be 
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by AMY LEE 

desalinated in one of two ways. Either 
fresh water is extracted from salty solu
tions or salts are removed from water in 
a solid or liquid state. The former is by 
distillation, which is the most widely 
used desalination process at present, 
while the latter employs electrodialysis 
or freezing processes; other processes are 
still in an experimental stage." 

Capital and energy requirements 
make desalinated water still relatively 
expensive. 

But there are two major cost-reducing 
possibilities: mixing of desalinated water 
with brackish water to produce accept
able water less expensive than de
salinated water alone; the use of by-pro
ducts from the conversion of sea water, 
as minerals concentrated in brine can be 
recovered and solcl. Mr. Fano noted that 
Kuwait is already achieving some success 
with use of by-products. 

Concurrently with the seminar, a 
meeting of the General Conference of 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, in Tokyo, m1animously adopted 
a resolution (submitted by the United 
States) requesting the agency's director 
general, "in concert with the United 
Nations and the specialized agencies, to 
initiate a study on how IAEA might in
tensify its efforts and play an increasing
ly useful role in the development of 
water desalination." 

The resolution noted that "a number 

of member states, including the United 
States and the Soviet Union, have initi
ated an exchange of information on de
salination" and referred to an agreement 
on cooperation between the Soviet 
Union and the United States on de
salination which includes the use of 
atomic energy. 

Several aspects of the past, present, 
and future of desalination were high
lighted for seminar participants in the 
lecture delivered by Joseph Barnea, 
deputy director of the UN Resources 
and Transport Division. 

Mr. Barnea pointed out, for instance, 
that the first operational desalination 
plants came into being with the develop
ment of steamboats. Until then, much 
of a ship's carrying capacity was taken 
up by water. But with installation of de
salination units, fresh water could be 
produced on the spot from sea water, 
rendering obsolete the Ancient Mariner's 
lament, "\i\Tater, water everywhere/Nor 
any drop to drink.'' To say nothing of 

' releasing valuable space for carrying 
passengers or goods. 

It was a logical step from desalination 
units on steamboats to the setting up of 
units on land. Only after World Vilar II, 
however, Mr. Barnea noted, did de
salination come to the fore as a possible 
solution to "acute and exb:eme water 
problems in areas where water was 
needed at any cost." He cited surveys 
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~s~i 1ter spells the difference between prosperity or mere existence, in some areas even the difference be
ht. -, . unending free resource. Yet there are areas of the world where water is sold by the jug at extreme-
1nf : the world's increasingly important problems is to deliver sufficient fresh water to meet man's needs. 
o!Li rlay's most challenging areas of research and development." 

I -From "Nuclear Reactors Applied to Water Desalting," a paper prepared for 

1 
delivery at the Third United Nations International Conference on the Peace-

1 ful Uses of Atomic Energy, Geneva, September 1964. 

showing that "in 1962 there were about 
eighty land-based desalination plants 
operating with a combined output of ap
proximately fifty-six million gallons per 
day." In 1965, he said, estimates put the 
number of plants at 100 with an output 
of about eighty million gallons per day. 
These estimates do not include movable 
units, units operated by military forces, 
pilot and demonstration plants, and ship 
units. 

"Most of the commercial desalination 
plants now in operation are found in 
three areas: around the Mediterranean, 
the Persian Gulf, and the Caribbean," 
Mr. Barnea stated. 

He pointed out also that about ninety 
out of 100 desalination plants are located 
in developing countries. "The majority 
of plants are operating in areas where 
there is no other source of water." 

Mr. Barnea cited two reasons for the 
increased demand for water: 

1. Population growth and rise in 
standard of living. 

2. Growth in commodity production 
and in service industries. 

As population moves from primitive to 
modern housing, he said, there is a cor
responding increase in demand for water 
supply in apartments and for bathrooms. 
Furthermore, the stepped up demand for 
water for production of goods and ser
vices is in addition to the demand 
spurred by population growth and rapid 
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urbanization. 
He noted, too, that both population 

and goods-and-services production seem 
to grow more rapidly in areas where 
there is a shortage of water rather than 
in areas with too much water as, for ex
ample, the Amazon Valley. 

"Since the last world war," he said "a 
rapid development of desert areas has 
started. A large part of the world pro
duction of petroleum comes from desert 
territories and the same applies to 
copper, phosphates and a number of 
other minerals." 

Declaring that the world-wide amount 
of fresh water available from conven
tional sources is "very large indeed," Mr. 
Barnea said nevertheless that a world
wide approach to assessing these sources 
is impractical, that water availability has 
to be studied on an area basis because 
"not every lack of water means a lack of 
water resources." It may stem from a 
neglect of water resources development. 

Mr. Barnea listed various cost-reduc
ing measures for the use and protection 
of conventional water, such as pricing, 
re-use, and pollution control-all fami
liar to New Yorkers exploring ways to 
ease their own water crisis. 

Desalination, Mr. Barnea emphasized, 
is needed and applied today mainly in 
four types of areas: arid, semi-arid, is
lands, and areas of concentrated water 
demand. 

"Desalination as a new method of pro
viding urgently needed water is also a 
new instrument for economic develop
ment," he stated. "[It] will also be ap
plied in the future as an instrument of 
insurance for areas with unreliable con
ventional water supplies or for areas 
where heavy water demand will in the 
near future lead to the full utilization of 
existing conventional water supplies." 

He sees the worldwide application of 
desalination dependent to some extent 
on the tempo of economic development 
in the four types of areas cited. 

"Desalination used . . . as an instru
ment in order to make livable and pro
ductive areas so far excluded from per
manent human settlement will not only 
facilitate economic development but 
may also make a modest contribution to 
a better distribution of population and 
to a wider utilization of natural re-

" sources. 
Mr. Barnea called attention also to 

another type of area of probable need: 
"In areas where low-cost conventional 
water resources are not available any 
more, desalination will have to be con
sidered as an alternative to expensive 
conventional water resources develop
ment projects. In this way desalination 
will acquire its permanent place among 
the potential sources of water, a place 
which is minor today but which will 
grow in importance in the future." 
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T H ·E M 0 ·v I N. G F. I N G E R W R I T E S 

Methodist Missions 

Bishop and Mrs. Lim Si Sin are presented to the Autonomotts Methodist Chmch of Lower BHrma shortly after his 
consecration as the first episcopal leader of the newly independent church. Bishop Lim was elected dttring the con
ference in Rangoon October 5-10 during which the former Bttrma Annttal Conference of The Methodist Chttrch 
became the A11tonomo11s Methodist Church of Lower Burma. Bishop and Mrs. Lim were presented to the confer
ence delegates by Bishop Hobart B. Amstutz (second from right), representing the Methodist Council of Bislwps 
and former bislwp of Burma. Bishop Amst11tz led the consecration service for Bishop Lim, October 10. Among 
other participants shown was the Rev. Hugh N. Lormor (right), an executive secretary for Southeast Asia of the 
Methodist Board of Missions. 

SIGG, MIDDLETON DIE; 
REPLACEMENTS NAMED 

W. Vernon !vliddleton in the Pittsburgh 
Area. 

bishop was en route to the autumn meeting 
.of the Council of Bishops in Seattle, ·wash. 
He and Mrs. Middleton had flown to Minne
apolis from Pittsburgh and planned to con
tinue the trip to Seattle by train. He suf
fered the attack in a cab en route from the 
Minneapolis airport and died without re
gaining consciousness. 

Bishop Sigg 

:tvieeting under a 
pall of sadness cast by 
the recent death of two 
of their colleagues, the 
:tviethodist Council of 
Bishops named leaders 
to administer the Pitts
burgh and Geneva 
Areas until the end of 
the quadrennium in 
1968. The three-day 
meeting ended Nov. 18 

in Seattle, Washington. 
Bishop Frederick Buckley Newell of 

Stamford, Conn., who headed the New York 
City Area from 1952 to 1960, was called 
out of retirement to replace the late Bishop 

40 

Bishop W. Vernon Ivliddleton, resident 
leader of the Pittsburgh Area of The Meth
odist Church, died November 12 in Min
neapolis, Minn., after suffering a heart at
tack. He was sixty-two. 

Funeral services were conducted Novem
ber 16 in the Mount Lebanon Methodist 
Church with Bishop Fred Pierce Corson 
of Philadelphia speaking. Burial was in 
Chambersburg, Pa. 

Bishop Middleton had been the spiritual 
and administrative leader of w·estern Penn
sylvania Methodism since 1960 when he 
was elected a bishop after a distinguished 
career of twenty-one years in national mis
sions work. 

At the time of the fatal heart attack the 

Bishop Middleton was born Dec. 25, 
1902, in Baltimore, Md. He held degrees 
from Dickinson College, New York Univer
sity, Drew Theological Seminary and Drew 
University, in addition to a number of hon
orm-y degrees, and had taken work at Ox
ford University. He was admitted to full 
membership in the Philadelphia Annual 
Conference in 1930 and served as a pastor 
in Pennsylvania before joining the staff of 
the Board of Missions. 
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With the board he was successively 
executive secretary of the Philadelphia l\'1is
sionary and Church Extension Society, 
executive secretary of the Section of Church 
Extension, Division of National t•.'lissions, 
executive secretary of the Section of Home 
Missions, Division of National Missions, and 
general secretary of the Division of National 
Missions. 

At the time of his death Bishop Middle
ton was chairman of the church's General 
Committee on Family Life; president of the 
College of Bishops of the Northeastern Jur
isdiction; a member of the Board of Mis
sions and chairman of the Cmsade Scholar
ship Committee; a member of the Commis
sion on Promotion and Cultivation and 
chahman of the Quadrennial Emphasis 
Committee; a member of the Commission 
on Interjurisdictional Relations; a member 
of the Methodist Corporation; a member 
of the Assembly of the National Council of 
Churches; president of the Pennsylvania 
Council of Churches; and a trustee of a 
number of educational institutions. 

He is survived by his wife, Miriam, 346 
i'didway Road, Mount Lebanon, a son, Wil
liam H. Middleton, Romeo, Mich., and a 
daughter, Dr. Patricia Middleton, Bethesda, 
Md. 

To carry on the widespread work of the 
late Bishop Ferdinand Sigg in the Geneva 
Area, the Council named two active bishops, 
who will share that administrative load in 
addition to their present assignment. 

Bishop Ferdinand Sigg, sixty-three, the 
episcopal leader of 41,000 Methodists in ten 
countries of Europe and Africa, died Octo
ber 27 in a hospital in Zurich, Switzerland, 
after an illness of two days. His home and 
the headquarters of his Geneva episcopal 
area were in Zurich. 

Since 1954, Bishop Sigg had been the 
bishop of the Methodist Church in Belgium, 
Switzerland, Austria, Poland, Czechoslova
kia, Hungary, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Algeria 
and Tunisia. His episcopal area was one of 
the largest and most varied in the worldwide 
Methodist Church, extending from the 
Baltic Sea to the Sahara dese1t and from 
the Russian border to the North Sea. 

Bishop Sigg was first elected a bishop by 
the Central and Southern Europe Methodist 
Central Conference in 1954. He was re
elected in 1960 for life tenure. 

Active in ecumenical circles as well as 
in The Methodist Church, Bishop Sigg was 
a delegate to the Amsterdam, Evanston and 
New Delhi Assemblies of the Vlorld Coun
cil of Churches. He was one of the presi
dents of the Council of Christian Churches 
in Europe and was a member of the execu
tive ·committee of the \Vorld Methodist 
Council. For the last few years, he had been 
chahman of CCSA (Christian Committee 
for Service to Algeria), the agency which 
has been coordinating Protestant relief and 
rehabilitation work in Algeria. 

\Vell known among Methodists and other 
churchmen in the United States, Bishop 
Sigg had visited this country several times, 
as a delegate to Methodist General Confer
ences and to attend meetings of the Meth
odist Council of Bishops. He had spoken 
extensively throughout America and held 
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honorary doctor of divinity degrees from 
two Methodist colleges, Baldwin-Wallace 
College, Berea, Ohio, and Lycoming Col
lege, Williamsport, Pa. 

Bishop Sigg was a Methodist minister for 
almost forty years. After a brief pastorate in 
Basel, Switzerland, he became both admin
istrative assistant to the late Bishop John L. 
Nuelsen and head of the publishing work of 
Swiss Methodism. He held the latter posi
tion until his first election as bishop. For 
many years, he also edited the weekly pub
lication of Swiss Methodism, Schweizer 
Evangelist. 

Born in Dhalwil, Switzerland, Bishop 
Sigg spent his early life there and in Zurich. 
He was trained for work in business admin
istration and banking, and was employed in 
those fields for a few years before entering 
the ministry. He received his theological 
education at the Methodist Theological 
Seminary in Frankfurt, Germany. He was 
preceded in death by Mrs. Sigg, who died 
in 1954. 

Bishop Paul N. Garber of the Raleigh 
(N.C.) Area will be in charge of that por
tion of the Geneva Area which is in Bel
gium, Poland and Czechoslovakia. Bishop 
Garber formerly served as head of the 
Geneva Area. 

The Council is asking Bishop Ralph E. 
Dodge of Kitwe, Zambia, to assume admin
istrative responsibility for the rest of the 
Geneva Area. 

Bishop Dodge is titular head of the 
church's Rhodesia Area, but was expelled 
last year by the white government there 
because of his courageous stand on social 

issues and has been unable to reenter the 
country. He has carried on some of his 
episcopal duties by telephone and cor
respondence from Zambia, where he cur
rently resides. 

The countries to which he is being as
signed in the Geneva Area include Method
ist work in Austria, Bulgaria, Hungary, 
North Africa, Switzerland and Yugoslavia. 

Before his election to the episcopacy in 
1956, Bishop Dodge was an executive sec
retary of the church's Board of Missions for 
work in Africa and Europe. 

Bishop Prince A. Taylor, Jr. of Princeton, 
N. J., presided at the meeting, and Bishop 
Roy H. Short served as secretary. 

Bishop Short will be host to the next 
meeting of the council in Louisville, Ky., 
April 12-15, 1966. 

The 1966 fall meeting will be timed to 
occur on the eve of the adjourned session 
of the General Conference, which opens in 
Chicago Nov. 7. The bishops will meet on 
Nov. 5. 

Even though the 1966 General Confer
ence is to be an abbreviated one and will 
deal primarily with the vote on a plan of 
union with the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church, there will be a brief Episcopal Ad
dress, the bishops decided. 

The usual plan of inviting fraternal dele
gates from various denominations to attend 
the General Conference will be altered in 
1966 to include only representatives from 
autonomous Methodist churches and dele
gates from the three major independent 
Methodist Negro denominations in the 
United States. 

Methodist M lsslons 

A Tw71py mo111e11t for tlre Hawaii Methodist Mission Co11fere11ce and for tlre new Hawaii 
Loa College. The Rev. Dr. Frank E. B11tterworth (le~), superintendent of the conference, 
presents a check for $100,000 to Dr. Chandler Rowe, president of the college. The sum 
represents a maior part of the $167,000 granted by the National Division of the Methodist 
Board of Missions to help start the college. Hawaii Loa is being established jointly by the 
United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., The Methodist Church, the Episcopal CT111rcl1 
and the United Church of Christ. It is estimated to be a $15,000,000 71roicct and is ex
pected to have more tlwn 1,500 students from Hawaii, mainland U.S. and the Pacific 
Basin. It is scheduled to open in 1967. Constrnction is already 1111der way on a JOO-acre 
campus near Honolulu. 
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The best in reading ... 

FOR THE METHODIST FAMILY 

It has been said, "You are what you read." The kind of books you 
enjoy is a key to your interests, personality, and way of life. The 
habit of reading good books should be formed early and cultivated 
always. You, as a parent, can be a great influence in this area. 

On this page you will find a variety of books suited to every 
member of the family ... parents and children. We recommend 
these books for every Methodist home. 

THE l\'.llND OF CHRIST 
Harnlcl A. Bosley. Take a personal pi!· 
grimage of discoYery with the disciples 
and see how they met the challenges of 
their rugged world. The Mind of Christ 
will help each reader to understand thl• 
deep fellowship of those who follower! 
Jesus in his ministry. 144· pages. $2. 75 

l\'.IY GOD, WHY? 
'Wallace T. Viets. Eight penetrating 
Lenten-Easter messages that illuminate the 
great questions of the passion story. Tn
spiration for individual or group worship. 
112 pages. $2.25 

TRULY, I SAY TO YOU 
Elizabeth Allstrom; il/11stratcd by lt1 el 
Silverman. A meaningful and ·easy-to·un
derstand interpretation of the Sermon on 
the !\fount for children. Includes the en
tire sermon, but not verse-hy-vcrse. Rather 
a group of verses form the background for 
several paragraphs of explanation. Ages 10 
and up. 64 pages. S3 

THE EASTER STORY 
FOR CHILDREN 

Ralph W. Sockm:m; illustratcd by Gor· 
don Laite. This unique story of J cs us' life. 
Crucifixion, and ResurrC"Ction begins with 
the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem and rle· 
velops his story, giving special attention to 
the thought that Jesus' victory over death 
is God's proof to mankind of his total love 
for his children and his concern for them 
forever. Ages 7-10. 40 pages. $2.25 

THE CHURCH 
IN THE RACIALLY 

CHANGING COl\11\'.IUNITY 
Robert L. Wilson and James H. Davis. 
What happens to a chmch when its sur
rounding neighborhood changes in racial 
characteristics? Here are ehd1t down-to
carth chapters describing just what does 
happen. This volume outlines not only the 
problems, but the methorls being used to 
solve them. Good reading for laymen who 
may someday soon face a ~imiliar situation. 
160 pages. Pap<'f. Sl.25 

At your Cokesbury Bookstore 

ABINGDON PRESS 
The Book Publishing Department of The Methodist Publishing House 

NEW! 
Apex Paperbound Reprints 

CHRISTIAN ATTITUDES 
TOW ARD WAR AND PEACE 

Roland H. Bainton. Pacifism, the just 
war, the crusade-these arc the three alli· 
tudes toward war which have been 
espoused by the Christian church. Dr. Bain
ton traces the history of each attitude and 
its effect. 304 pages. $2.25 

THE PROTESTANT PULPIT 

Andrew W. Blackwood. Here in a single 
volume, those interested in preaching will 
find thirty-nine sermons by leading Prot
estant ministers of every period from the 
Reformation to our own day. 
320 pages. Sl.95 

l\1EDITA TI ONS 
FROM WORLD RELIGIONS 

Qui1iter M. Lyon. Two hundred hrief 
meditations, each based on a passage from 
the scripture of a world religion help thr 
readrr enrich his life with the \visdom and 
insightg of all religions. Outstanding read
ing! 248 pages. Sl.75 

GOD'S COLONY IN MAN'S WORLD 

George W. 'Webber. In any slum area 
the problems of urban life arc seen in 
exaggeration-juvenile delinquincy, over· 
crowder! schools, anrl poor housing. !\fr. 
Webber describes in these pages what he 
hclieves the Church must be to men today. 
160 pages. Sl.25 
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Now that the amendment calling for 
simultaneous jurisdictional conferences has 
been ratified, the bishops fixed the time for 
the 1968 Jurisdictional Conferences as July 
10-14. The exact meeting places of the six 
jurisdictions will be chosen later by the 
respective jurisdictional entertainment com
missions. 

Adoption of five proposed amendments 
to the Constitution of The Methodist Church 
was announced at the Council of Bishops 
meeting November 17 by Bishop Roy H. 
Short of Louisville, Ky., secretary of the 
Council. 

The 1964 General Conference had ap
proved these amendments and had referred 
them to the several annual conferences of 
the denomination for ratification. 

According to Methodist law, amendments 
to the Constitution may be made upon a 
two-thirds majority of the General Confer
ence present and voting and ratification by 
a two-thirds majority of all the members of 
the several annual conferences present and 
voting. 

With the exception of about thirty small 
annual conferences, most of which are over
seas in communist-dominated countries, the 
vote of the conferences is complete. 

Bishop Short explained that the un
reported conferences were not of sufficient 
size to change the results. 

A digest of the amendments and the re
ported votes follows: 

Amendment XIII, providing for all six 
jurisdictional conferences in the United 
States to meet simultaneously at places to 
be selected by the respective jurisdictional 
entertainment committees. 19,181, yes; 
6,208, no. 

Amendment XIV, detailing and facilitat
ing the possible transfer of bishops from 
one jurisdiction to another. 23,094, yes; 
1,819, no. 

Amendment XV, providing annual con
ference membership to the conference presi
dent of the Woman's Society of Christian 
Service and the conference lay leader. 
24,234, yes; 1,564, no. 

Amendment XVI, allowing each pastoral 
charge as many annual conference lay mem
bers as it has "effective, full-time ministers 
in full connection." 24,144, yes; 1,367, no. 

Amendment XVII, clarifying and elimi
nating conflicting provisions in Amendment 
IX adopted several years ago. 23,676, yes; 
981, no. 

CHURCHES, BOARD HIT 
RHODESIAN DECLARATION 

The Christian Council of Rhodesia, which 
includes most of the major Protestant de
nominations in that troubled land, has issued 
a statement declaring Ian Smith's unilateral 
declaration of Rhodesian independence both 
unconstitutional and wrong. 

The statement warns that intimidation of 
people, both black and white, is increasing 
"in many insidious ways" and that "it is a 
betrayal of principle if those who condemn 
this act as wrong remain silent." However, 
the statement calls upon all people in Rho
desia and outside to abstain from bloodshed 
and violence. 

The Christian Council adopted the state-
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ment at a meeting November 26 in Salis
bury, Rhodesia's capital. Among the Coun
cil's member churches are Methodist 
(including two bodies, one related to Amer
ican Methodism and one to British Method
ism), Anglican, Presbyterian and Congrega
tional. Bishop Kenneth Skelton of the 
Anglican Church is the Council president. 

On the same day the Council acted, 
Bishop Ralph E . Dodge of the Rhodesia 
Area of The Methodist Church (the Ameri
can-related Methodist body) made a state
ment in Kitwe, Zambia. He called upon his 
fellow Christians in Rhodesia to "stand for 
what is reasonable, just and right irrespec
tive of the personal sacrifice required. So 
long as the illegal regime of Premier Ian D. 
Smith tries to assume power, Methodists 
are under no moral obligation to carry out 
its orders." Bishop Dodge was expelled by 
the white government of Rhodesia in 1964 
as an "undesirable immigrant" because of 
his outspoken identification with Africans 
in their struggle for freedom and dignity. 

The Christian Council, in deploring and 
condemning Mr. Smith's act, said: "We 
regret the great blow delivered by this act 
to the concept of constitutional law brought 
to Africa by a Western civilization nur
tured in Christianity .... We look forward 
earnestly, and pledge ourselves to work for 
the rapid restoration of constitutional gov
ernment in our land." 

Of the tactics of the Smith regime in 
squelching internal opposition, the Council's 
statement had this to say: "We are deeply 
concerned that information is frequently 
suppressed, a particularly serious instance 
of which is the means by which people are 
taken away from their homes, while it is an 
offense for friends or relatives to make 
known their whereabouts." 

The present situation in Rhodesia, the 
Council said, has been the culmination not 
principally of constitutional or political dis
putes, but of racial division (between black 
and white) and lack of good faith. "If this 
continues, and the longer it continues, the 
graver and deeper will be the wounds in 
the body of mankind and in Christ's body, 
the church, in Rhodesia and far beyond. 
We believe that the church, ministers and 
laymen together, should tum at once to its 
own renewal at the fo~nt of the healing of 
Christ, and be untiring in its own forgiving, 
reconciling and healing work in His name." 

Earlier, Rhodesia's declaration of inde
pendence from Great Britain had been de
plored by a top executive of the Board of 
Missions of The Methodist Church. 

Dr. Tracey K. Jones, associate general 
secretary of the Board's World Division, 
called the action "tragic" and "totally irre
sponsible" for a government which claims to 
embody Christian standards. 

The World Division is the agency which 
has responsibility for mission work of the 
10,300,000-member Methodist Church in 
forty-seven countries overseas. Its work in 
Rhodesia, which started in 1897, comprises 
over 31,000 African members in 200 con
gregations. It has about 100 missionaries, 
mostly Americans, assigned to mission cen
ters there. 

Dr. Jones said that over the past four 

years the position of the Methodist Confer
ence in Rhodesia has been clearly behind 
the aspirations of the four million Africans 
for their full rights in Rhodesian society. 

Commending the United States Govern
ment for its position supporting Great 
Britain and the Security Council of the 
United Nations, Dr. Jones urged that every
thing be done to restore sanity, law and 
order. "It is the only way the kind of society 
in which men and women of all races will 
have an equal opportunity can be created," 
he said. 

"The Christian Council in Rhodesia 
representing the major denominations, has 
opposed this declaration of independence, 
warning that it was a dangerous policy and 
could lead only to disaster. It is tragic that 
the present Rhodesian government has made 
this tragic and totally irresponsible declara
tion of independence." 

Earlier the Division's executive committee 
had unanimously adopted a resolution 
strongly protesting a unilateral declaration 
of independence, declaring it could have 
only serious results for the entire popula
tion of the country. 

The statement charged that "the Chris
tian concern for basic human dignity for 
all its citizens is being overlooked by a gov
ernment which claims to embody Christian 
standards." Unless a solution is found within 
a short time, the statement continued, "the 
people face economic and political stagna
tion or viole~.ce which will mean suffering 
for everyone. 

The World Division has called for specific 
steps as essential to the solution of the pres
ent tension in Rhodesia. Among these were: 

1-The immediate increase in African 
representation in the Rhodesian Parliament, 
to a percentage called for by population dis
tribution. 

2-Rescinding of the present declaration 
of independence and suspension of the pres
ent constitution. 

3-The holding of a constitutional con
ference. 

4-Adjustment of the Land Distribution 
Act to permit access by Africans to equal 
land opportunities as a major factor in their 
economic progress. "Because Africans also 
suffer shocking economic inequalities, the 
improvement of land holding is, therefore, 
the primary opportunity for improving the 
economic position of the African." 

5-The institution of democratic princi
ples in regard to voting. "The present re
strictions on voting are based on factors of 
income and education over which the indi
vidual can have little control. The threat, 
voiced recently by Prime Minister Smith to 
add 'good behavior' as a further condition 
holds peril to the democratic process." 

The World Division called attention to 
the fact that in May, 1964, the Rhodesia 
Conference of The Methodist Church issued 
a warning to Rhodesia whites that U.D.I. 
(Unilateral Declaration of Independence) 
would constitute an "act of rebellion." The 
Division also took note of a statement 
adopted September 29 by the General Com
mittee of the British Methodist Missionary 
Society asking, among other things, for the 
British Government to "take over" the gov-
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New Pocket Size 
This unique manual of devotions is 
prepared especially for ministers, 
teachers, professionals, students, 
and other church workers. 
It is an excellent guide for private 
devotions, as well as a source of 
sermon and teaching material. 
Written by outstanding Christian 
leaders, it is a must for your library. 
Only $1.00 each, $10.00 per dozen 
postpaid. Order from 

The 1t'orld'J mod tddcly used devotional guide 

42 Editions - 36 LnMuMes 
1908 Grand Avenue. Nashville. Tennessee 37203 

A study of the tenets of Christianity 
as taught by Jesus Christ 

THE ALTAR 
by M. ). FLETCHER 

A most provocative book that tears 
away all the artificiality between the 
Christian and the meaningful practice 
of his religion 

At your bookstore, or, send $3.00 plus 20¢ 
for postage and handling to Exposition 
Press, 386 Pa rk Ave., South, New York 16. 

WRll'ERS 
N. Y. publisher wants books on all subjects 
fiction, nonfiction. No lee for professional 
opinion. FREE: Brochures that show how your 
book can be published, publicized, sold; tips 
and article reprints on writing, publlshlng, 
contracts. Write Dept. 2DH 

EXPOSITION 386 PARK AVE. s., N. Y. 16 
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ernment of Rhodesia if all attempts to nego
tiate for uninterrupted progress to African 
majority rule should fail. 

The Division statement also called for the 
release of political detainees and the in
volvement of African political organizations 
in consultations on the future of the country. 

COSMOS PONDERS 
CHURCH STRUCTURE 

·where is The Methodist Church going in 
its worldwide pattern of organization? How 
can it be restructured so as to reAect a more 
trulv international character (less <lominn
tim; from the United States, more participa
tion by overseas units)? How can Method
ism be organized so that the church in a 
particular country is helped to realize its 
own selfhood and fulfill its mission , and yet 
be related meaningfully to Methodists in 
other countries? 

Those were some of the questions of fun
damental importance to the future of Meth
odism that faced a worldwide bodv, the 
Commission on the Structure of Metl;odism 
Overseas (COSMOS) at its annual meeting 
November 13-15 in Seattle, Wash. COSMOS 
is responsible for studying Methodist or
ganization "overseas," that is, outside the 
U. S. As it has sought to carry out this re
sponsibility, it found itself, of necessity, 
considering the structure of The Methodist 
Church in the U. S. A. as well. 

As the chai1man, Bishop Richard C. 
Raines of the Indiana Area, told COSMOS: 
"We did not expect to deal with the basic 
organization of The Methodist Church. 
However, we have found that we cannot 
deal with organizational problems in other 
countries without considering Methodist 
structure everywhere, including the U. S. 

It is being increasingly recognized that 
while Methodism is geographically a world
wide church, with units in some fo1ty coun
tries, it is structurally an American church 
with overseas appendages. This was not, 
and is not, intended, but it works out that 
way. Our Methodist leaders and members 
outside the U. S. are sometimes stigmatized 
as being part of a foreign rather than an 
indigenous organization. 

"In COSMOS, there is general agreement 
that something must be clone to change 
Methodist structure. The question lies in 
what direction to move. The issues involved 
are complex and deep-seated." 

At its Seattle meeting, members of COS-
1'\'IOS and guests from several other agencies 
struggled with the problem of how The 
Methodist Church can best be structured 
to permit maximum self-expression to Meth
odists in a particular country, while nt the 
same time maintaining the bonds of inter
dependency among churches across inter
national boundaries. Related to all of the 
discussion was concern for furthering the 
ecumenical movement and for finding the 
best Methodist structure for both mission 
and unity. 

No formal action was taken; no one type 
of structure was chosen. Four alternatives 
continue under consideration. 

To help crystallize thinking both in the 
U. S. and overseas, COSMOS set up an in
ternational work-study conference on the 

overseas structure of The :tvlethodist Church. 
It will be held October 29-November 5, 
1966, at Green Lake, Wis., just prior to 
the simultaneous General Conferences of the 
j\fothodist and Evangelical United Brethren 
Churches in Chicago, at which the vote on 
merger of the two denominations will be 
taken. 

The discussions in Seattle, and those 
which will be forthcoming, look toward rec
ommendations which COSMOS will present 
to the 1968 General Conference. 

The four alternatives now under consid
eration bv COSMOS are: 

1. Kee'p the present basic Methodist 
structure, but try to modify and adapt it to 
meet the emerging needs. Several overseas 
members of COSMOS said that no amount 
of "patching up" the present structure, of 
central conferences would do, that what is 
needed is a basic overhaul. 

2. Encourage Methodist units outside the 
U. S. to become autonomous churches, look
ing probably toward merger with other de
nominations to form united churches in 
their own countries. 

3. Create a truly international Methodist 
Church with a balance of responsibility, 
authority and participation among the vari
ous parts of the world. A plan for such a 
church has been drawn up, involving a 
world general conference with approxi
mately equal representation from the U. S. 
and overseas and, in addition, several re
gional conferences, including one for the 
U. S., in which Methodists would deal with 
matters primarily relevant to that region. 

4. Organize a world conference or fel
lowship of Methodist churches, each of 
which would be an autonomous church. 

The purpose of the work-study conference 
will be "to prepare a proposal for study of 
the organizational and administrative issues 
of 1fothodism's worldwide structure." The 
conference will make its recommendations 
to COSMOS, which then will make them 
available for study in the U. S., as well as 
in the Central Conferences. 

Included nmong the 250-260 persons at 
the work-study conference will be: 

All overseas delegates to the 1966 special 
General Conference, members of COSMOS, 
all overseas bishops of The Methodist 
Church, General Conference delegates from 
the U. S., American bishops, theological 
professors and representatives of these 
groups: E.U.B. Church, World Methodist 
Council, World Council of Churches, British 
Methodist Missionary Society, National 
Council of Churches (U.S.), East Asia 
Christian Conference, All Africa Christian 
Conference, Latin American Christian Con
ference, the Judicial Council, the Commis
sion on Ecumenical Affairs and the Board 
of Missions (the last three being agencies 
of The Methodist Church) . 

In its three days of intensive discussion, 
COSMOS heard and discussed many points 
of view as presented in reports, position 
papers and impromptu comments. Though 
no official positions were stated for their 
respective organizations, views were ex
pressed by representatives of the E. U.B. 
Church, the British Methodist Missionarv 
Society, the Methodist Commission on Ect;-
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menical Affairs and the Methodist Board 
of lviissions. 

Reports were given on discussions by 
Structure Committees in most of the Cen
tral Conferences overseas-Southern Asia 
(India), Philippines, Latin America, South
east Asia and Europe (the latter being a 
composite report of three Central Confer
ences). A paper exploring theological fac
tors in church structure, especially the fac
tors of mission and unity, was presented by 
the Rev. Dr. J. Robert Nelson of the faculty 
of the Boston University School of Theology. 

In addition to its general discussion of 
church structure, COSMOS also: 

1.-Heard reports on Methodist bodies 
in five countries which were granted per
mission by the 1964 General Conference to 
become autonomous during the 1964-68 
quadrennium if they so desired. It was re
ported that (A) Cuban Methodists, in the 
process of becoming autonomous, have sub
mitted a proposed constitution and articles 
of faith for their autonomous church-to-be 
to COS?vfOS for study, (B) Burma 1fothod
ists became an autonomous church in Octo
ber, having fulfilled all the necessary re
quirements, (C) Liberian Methodists, hav
ing chosen to become a Central Conference 
instead of an autonomous church, will form 
their Central Conference and elect their 
own bishop in December, (D) Pakistani 
Methodists are delaying any decision on 
change in status until 1968 (they are now a 
Provisional Central Conference), and ( E) 
Indonesian Methodists, who became autono
mous in 1964, are moving forward in their 
work and witness. 

2.-Designated Bishop Loyd C. Wicke of 
the New York Area to be the COSMOS 
representative at an important conference 
on "Confessional Issues and the Church in 
Asia," called by the East Asia Christian Con
ference. It will be held in Ceylon in Decem
ber. Bishop Wicke, who is a vice-president 
of COSMOS, will also represent the World 
Division of the Methodist Board of Mis
sions, of which he is president. 

COSMOS is one of the most international 
agencies of The Methodist Church. More 
than one third of its membership is com
posed of representatives from outside the 
United States. 

AMU BUILDINGS 
ARE DEDICATED 

With the completion of a $3,600,000 
building complex, Alaska Methodist Uni
versity (AMU) in Anchorage has taken a 
giant step forward in its capacity for serv
ing the educational needs of the 49th state. 
The three buildings in the complex were 
dedica~d November 1 with leaders of 
Alaska and of The Methodist Church par
ticipating. 

AMU is the only church-related university 
in Alaska and is a major project of the 
National Division of the Methodist Board 
of Missions. Its growing student body num
bers about 500 this year, including students 
from many states and several foreign coun
tries. 

The new building complex increases the 
number of buildings on the campus from 
two to five, thus giving the university a 
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physical plant more adequate to its educa
tional task. The new buildings are ( 1) a 
women's dormitory housing sixty-four 
women, (2) a married student/faculty 
apartment building with twenty-one units 
and ( 3) a student union providing space 
for a post office, a bookstore, student activi
ties offices, faculty offices, a recreation area, 
lounges, a kitchen and a dining area seating 
500. 

The noted architect, Edward Durrell 
Stone, is the designer of the ultra-modem 
building complex and the master planner of 
the AMU campus. The $3,600,000 for the 
three new buildings was provided through 
a long-term Federal loan and a loan from 
the National Division. 

The principal speaker at the dedication 
ceremonies was Dr. Arthur S. Flemming, 
president of the University of Oregon and 
Secretary of Health, Education and Wel
fare in the Eisenhower Administration. He 
is a leading Methodist layman and a vice
president of the National Council of 
Churches. He stressed the important role 
of colleges and universities in helping peo
ple make decisions leading toward positive 
actions. 

The actual dedication ceremonv was con
ducted by Bishop A. Raymona' Grant of 
the Portland Area of The Methodist Church, 
which includes Alaska. He is chairman of 
AMU's board of trustees. Another national 
Methodist leader, Bishop Prince A. Taylor, 
Jr., of the New Jersey Area, president of the 
Council of Bishops, also participated by giv
ing the dedicatory prayer. 

Other leaders of Alaska and of Method
ism who participated in some way included: 
Senator Ernest Gruening of Alaska; the 
Rev. Dr. Frederick P. McGinnis, president 
of AMU; Dr. William R. Wood, president of 
the University of Alaska; the Rev. Dr. P. 
Gordon Gould, AMU director of develop
ment and former staff executive of the 
Board of Missions, and Dr. Don M. Dafoe, 
superintendent of Anchorage schools. 

Opened only five years ago, Alaska Meth
odist University has grown rapidly in its 
academic program, in its enrollment, in its 
service to the 49th state and in its contribu
tion to Christian higher education in Amer
ica. It has a College of Liberal Arts, with 
Humanities, Naturat:Science and Social Di
visions, and a newly ~rganized College of 
Business Administration and Economics. 

AMU was brought into being by the 
National Division of the Board of Missions, 
largely through the financial contributions 
of thousands of Methodist churches. Na
tional Division leaders stress that continued 
support from Methodists throughout Amer
ica is needed for AMU through the Advance 
Special channel of missionary giving. 

CARL M ICHALSON 
KILLED IN CRASH 

The Rev. Dr. Carl Michalson, fifty, a 
theology professor at Drew University, 
1fadison, N.J., died in a plane crash on his 
way to address the national Methodist Con
ference on Christian Education. 

He was one of fifty-eight persons who 
lost their lives when an American Airlines 
jetliner smashed into a hill as it approached 
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a runway of the Greater Cincinnati Aii1)ort 
early ~fonday night, Nov. 8. 

The theologian was to have given the 
principal address the next morning on the 
subject: "Life and Its Setting: the Meaning 
and Experience of Existence." 

~Jore than 1,200 Methodist leaders in 
Christian education attended the biennial 
conference, Nov. 8-13, which had as its 
theme, "A Living Faith and a Learning 
Church." 

In a prayer at the Tuesday morning ses
sion the Rev. Dr. Paul Maves, who was a 
colleague of Dr. Michalson's on the Drew 
faculty, said in pait: "We thank Thee for 
the memory of our colleague and friend, 
Carl Michalson, whose life was focused 
upon the search to know Thee, whose work 
was to enable others to find Thee, and whose 
person was a witness to the Resurrection 
of our Lord." 

The noted scholar and speaker is survived 
by his \vife and a son and daughter. 

BENJAMIN PAYTON NAMED 
RELICION AND RACE HEAD 

The Rev. Dr. Ben
jamin F. Payton of 
Brooklyn, N.Y., has 
been named executive 
director of the Na
tional Council of 
Churches' Commission 
on Religion and Race, 
it was announced 
jointly by the NCC 
general secretary, Dr. 
R. H. Edwin Espy, and 

the Rev. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, commis
sion chairman and Stated Clerk (executive 
head) of the United Presbyterian Church 
in the U.S.A. Dr. Payton's appointment is 
effective Jan. 1, 1966. 

The new director of the major civil rights 
agency of America's Protestant and Eastern 
Orthodox churches succeeds the Rev. Dr. 
Robert W . Spike, who has headed the Com
mission since 1963. 

Dr. Spike has resigned to take up a 
newly created post at the University of Chi
cago Divinity School, where he will be pro
fessor of ministry and director of the school's 
pioneering "doctor of ministry" program. 

A native of South Carolina, Dr. Payton 
comes to the National Council from the 
Protestant Council of the City of New York, 
whose · Office of Religion and Race he has 
headed since early this year. 

The NCC Commission on Religion and 
Race was created in June, 1963, by the 
Council's policy-making General Board as 
an emergency measure following the Bir
mingham, Ala., racial crisis. 

"We believe Dr. Payton will continue to 
give our commission the kind of outstanding 
direction given by the former director, Dr. 
Spike," Dr. Blake said, commenting on the 
appointment. 

"It . is a matter of recent history that, in 
fact, the victims of discrimination have led 
us all. Accordingly, the commission is grati
fied to find a most highly qualified young 
minister out of one of the great Negro de
nominations as (its) new executive direc
tor," ·he said. 
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National Education Association by Carl Purcell 

The director of tlie Methodist Board of Missions' Depa1tment of Visual Education, the 
Rev. Herbert F. Lowe (right), receives one of the coveted Golden Eagle film awards of 
the Council on International Nontheatrical Events (CINE) for 1965. The presentation of 
the award to Mr. Lowe by Willis H. Pratt, Jr., CINE president, was made at CINE's 
eighth annual awards ceremony November 10 .in Washington, D. C. The Board's Golden 
Eagle was for its 1963 motion picture, "The Newcom ers," which deals with the prob
lems encountered by new, 11sually poor immigrants to tl1e city and the church's ministry 
to them. It is set principally in Cincinnati, Ohio. The Golden Eagle award signifies that 
a film is of excellent cinematographic quality and is deemed worthy to represent the 
United States in film showings abroad. 

In its two and a half-year history, the 
commission has co-sponsored the 1963 
March on V1lashington for Jobs and Free
dom; operated the Oxford, 0., training 
school for voter registration volunteers in 
the 1964 Mississippi Summer Project; con
solidated support from the national Chris
tian community for the Civil Rights Bill of 
1964; helped to reconcile the strife-tom 
community of \Vatts, Calif.; and carried on 
many similar activities aimed at securing 
equal rights for all citizens and healing the 
sources of violence in national life. 

An ordained ministei· of the National 
Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc., Dr. Payton 
was assistant professor of sociology and so
cial ethics at Howard University in \Vash
ington, D.C., from 1963 to 1965. At 
Howard he also directed the University's 
Community Service Project, an experimen-

al anti-poverty program. 
He has recently come to national atten

tion as an aiticulate and outspoken socio-
· logical critic on the civil rights front, having 
taken jssue with some implications of a 
report on Negro family life prepared by 
former U.S. Assistant Secretary of Labor 
Daniel P. Moynihan. 

"We have reached a new stage in the 
struggle for racial justice in America," Dr. 
Payton said here today, accepting his new 
post. "Having secured the backing of Fed
eral laws in suppo1t of equal opportunity, 
our task must now be that of ensuring that 
equality of opportunity for all citizens be
comes a social ·reality and not just a legal 
theory." 

He added that the NCC Commission on 
Religion and Race will "continue to take 
the initiative in setting priorities-both 
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moral and technical-for the resolution of 
America's dilemma." 

Born in Orangeburg, S.C., Dr. Payton 
graduated in 1955 from South Carolina 
State College in Orangeburg with a B.A. in 
sociology. He holds a B.D. in philosophical 
theology from Harvard University Divinity 
School, where he won the university's Bill
ings Prize in 1957 and a Danforth Graduate 
Fellowship for doctoral study in 1958. 

He also holds an M.A. degree in philos
ophy and religion from Columbia Univer
sity and a Ph.D. from Yale University in 
sociology of religion and social ethics. 

Dr. Payton was assistant pastor of the 
Ebenezer Baptist Church in Boston, Mass., 
from 1955 to 1958. 

He is a member of the American Society 
of Scholars, the American Sociological As
sociation, the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, Alpha Phi 
Alpha fraternity, the board of directors of 
the Society for Religion in Higher Educa
tion, the Baptist Ministers Conference of 
Greater New York and Vicinity and the 
American Baptist Convention. 

He and Mrs. Payton live in Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 

METHODISM IN ESTONIA 
ACTIVE AND GROWING 

Despite certain restrictions and limita
tions, the Methodists of Russia, meaning 
those in Estonia, for they are the only 
Methodists in the Soviet Union, are carry
ing on their work and witness, and the 
church is growing. The constituency of 
Methodism has more than doubled since 
before World War II, and one congregation 
has increased to more than five times its 
prewar size. 

That information on the Methodist 
Church in Russia (Estonia), one of the 
areas of the world where reports on Meth
odism are hard to come by, is given by 
Bishop Odd Hagen of the Stockholm Area 
of The Methodist Church. He was a visitor 
to Estonia in September, along with three 
ministers from his episcopal area, which 
embraces Denmark, Norway, Sweden and 
Finland. It was his second visit to Estonia 
in four years. Bishop Hagen is the newly 
elected president of the World Methodist 
Council. 

Estonian Methodism is a self-governing 
national church and is so recognized by the 
Soviet Government, but the Methodists 
there want to be considered a part of the 
worldwide fellowship of Methodism, Bishop 
Hagen reported. 

Since 1940 when Estonia and the two 
other Baltic states, Latvia and Lithuania, 
were incorporated into Russia, the Method
ist community in Estonia has grown from 
about 2,000 to more than 4,000, Bishop Ha
gen reported. In the Estonian capital of 
Tallinn, he said, one congregation has 
grown from 200 members in 1940 to the 
amazing total of 1,100. 

"The work of the church is going on," 
Bishop Hagen said. "Methodists are not 
permitted to have church school or youth 
work, but all Methodist ministers are per
mitted to preach. Though short on Bibles 
and hymnals, our Estonian Methodist 
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friends keep active in various ways. For 
instance, the principal congregation in 
Tallinn has five worship services a week, all 
crowded, and has five choirs and a horn
orchestra. 

"One problem is to get new Methodist 
ministers. Our ministers from the time be
fore the war are getting old, and just a few 
have been added in recent years. But I was 
presented to six young men who have de
cided for the minish·y. There is no semi
nary, and all the training for ministerial can
didates must be provided by the present 
ministers." 

The Estonian :Methodists meet every third 
year for their conference, and the situation 
in which the church lives and works has 
been improving in various ways, Bishop Ha
gen reported. Perhaps the spirit of Estonian 
Methodists is summed up best, he said, in 
an incident from his recent trip: 

"One of my ministers from Sweden-a 
real high church Methodist-was with me 
on the platform in a church. He whispered 
to me: 'Bishop, I am so taken by this that 
I do not know what to say. I usually look 
to the sanctuary, how it is decorated and 
find out what kind of liturgy they have. 
Here I see only head by head, faces all 
eager to listen to the word of God. I shall 
never forget it.' That congregation reveals 
the kind of spirit you find in the Estonian 
church.'' 

INTERFAITH GROUP 
FIGHTS SLUM HOUSING 

A new approach to improvement of slum 
area housing has been launched in Washing
ton, D.C., by an interfaith and civic leader
ship group. It will buy and rehabilitate 
apmtment buildings and rent them on a 
non-profit basis. 

The group is Community Organizations 
for the Improvement of Neighborhoods, 
Inc. (COIN), whose sponsors include the 
Greater Washington Council of Churches, 
Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Men, 
American Jewish Committee and several 
other units. President is the Rev. A. Dudley 
Ward, secretary of the Council of Churches 
and general secretary of the Methodist Gen
eral Board of Christian Social Concerns. 

Private and federal financing already has 
put COIN into business in one area of the 
city. It aims to make its rehabilitation proj
ects pilot models to inspire similar non-profit 
and limited-profit efforts by others. 

Sponsors said the rehabilitation would be 
more than merely meeting building code 
requirements but would seek to provide 
"the kind of housing anyone would be proud 
to live in," and a diverse occupancy will be 
sought. In addition to rentals that may be 
even lower than at present, it was pointed 
out, extensive social services on the premises 
will be provided for tenants, including child
care facilities, adult education, family and 
job counseling. 

METHODIST WOMAN 
EDITOR WEDS 

Mrs. John Robins Kenny of New York 
and Medary Ames Prentiss of Farmington, 
Maine, were married at Christ Church 
Methodist in New York October 30 in a 
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booklet, "Well done •.• " 
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private ceremony attended by the immedi
ate family and the wedding party. 

The ceremony was performed by Bishop 
Herbert Welch of New York, senior bishop 
of The :tvlethodist Church. He observed his 
103rd birthday November 7. 

For almost four years before her mar
riage, :tvlrs. Prentiss was editor of The Meth
odist Woman (circulation 250,000) the 
women's magazine of The Methodist 
Church, and which serves as the program 
journal for the Woman's Society of Chris
tian Service and the vVesleyan Service 
Guild. For two years before becoming editor 
in January, 1962, she was an editorial assist
ant on the magazine's staff. 

1frs. Prentiss wore a street-length dress 
of aqua crepe with matching hat of velvet 
flowers. She wore a corsage of white or
chids. The matron-of-honor was Mrs. R. 
Alton Atkinson of Delaware, Ohio, a college 
friend of. the bride. She wore a turquoise 
blue velvet dress with matching hat and a 
corsage of gardenias. 

The groom was attended by his two sons, 
George A. Prentiss of Rumford, Maine, and 
Medary A. Prentiss, Jr., of Farmington, 
Maine. 

Born in Fahmont, ,V. Va., Mrs. Prentiss 
spent her early life there and attended Ohio 
'Vesleyan University at Delaware. She 
graduated with a bachelor of arts degree in 
English and sociology. She began her edi
torial and writing career on a newspaper in 
her native city. Mrs. Prentiss entered reli
gious journalism by accepting a public rela
tions job with the Pittsburgh Methodist 
Union. Later she was a writer for the De
partment of News Service of the Methodist 
Board of Missions. 

In 1946 she was manied to the Rev. 
Dr. John R. Kenney, a pastor and district 
superintendent in the California-Nevada 
Methodist Conference. He died in 1958. 
There is a stepdaughter, Mrs. Bruce C. Fry 
of Berkeley, Calif. 

In California and in New York, Mrs. 
Prentiss has been active in the Woman's 
Society of Christian Service and the Wes
leyan Service Guild, both of which are 
Methodist women's organizations. As editor 
of The Methodist Woman, she served on 
committees of United Church ·women and 
the National Council of Churches. 

Mr. Prentiss retired several years ago as 
president of Monh·oss and Clarke Co., Inc., 
a commercial printing firm in New York. 
He lived for many years in Bellerose, L. I., 
N. Y., and has lived in Fmmington since 
1964. Born in Austin, Minn., Mr. Prentiss is 
a graduate of Mercersburg Academy in 
Mercersburg, Pa., and is currently a mem
ber of its board of regents. He was a lieu
tenant colonel in the Army in World War II. 
His first wife, Mrs. My1tle Kask Prentiss, 
died in 1964. 

Mr. and Mrs. Prentiss will make their 
home in Fmmington, Maine. 

NATIONAL MISSIONS UNIT 
BROADENS NEW SERVICES 

A comprehensive program for meeting 
one of The Methodist Church's pressing 
needs, the forn1Ution of new congregations, 
was adopted by the National Division of 
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the Methodist Board of Missions at its ex
ecutive committee meeting November 18 
in New York. 

Though the New Church Development 
service of the National Division has been in 
operation since July, its activities are en
larged under the Division's recent action. 
The expanded and improved services in 
the field of new church development are 
now being offered to bishops, district super
intendents, annual conference boards of mis
sions and other leaders interested in the 
church extension program of lVIethodism. 

Though there remains the primary thrust 
of having new church developers who go 
into a community to actually organize a 
congregation, the new church development 
program now includes training of pastors of 
infant churches, on-the-spot guidance for a 
pastor starting a congregation, and consul
tation with bishops and other leaders on 
new church opportunities within a pre
scribed area. 

Through an added emphasis, the National 
Division is seeking to relate the New 
Church Development phase of :tvlethodism's 
church extension enterprise to the current 
search for renewal in the mission of the 
church. This is being done through the new 
church developers leading their embryonic 
churches in an intensive study of the mis
sionary nature of the local congregation. 
This is to help the new congregations un
derstand the role of the church and its mis
sion in the changing social structures and 
challenges of our clay. Materials for the 
study are to be compiled in a manual and 
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Jan. 1 Rev. and Mrs. Robert M. Fukada and 
2 children, from Wichita to Tokyo, 
Japan, Fli. #243, Continental 

Jan. 4 Miss Patricia Watts, from Longview 
to Argentina, Fli. #147, T.T. 

Jan. 4 Rev. and Mrs. John W. Garrison 
and 4 children, from New Orleans 
to Brazil, Del Mar, Delta 

Jan. 5 Rev. and Mrs. James Henry Jones, 
Jr., from San Antonio to Bolivia, 
Fli. #50, EAL 

Jan. 5 Rev. and Mrs. David L. Adams and 
2 children, from New York to Bolivia 
Santa Margarita, Grace 

Jan. 9 Miss E. Louise Campbell, from New 
York to India, Fli. #116, Al 

Jan. 10 Miss A. Christine Hackman, from 
Philadelphia to Peru, Fli. #910, EAL 

Jan. 11 Miss Virginia I. Fouts, from New 
York to Mozambique, Cristofaro 
Colombo, Italian 

Jan. 19 Mr. and Mrs. Donald Lee Weaver 
and 1 child, from New York to 
Rhodesia, Fli. #510, BOAC 

Jan. 21 Miss Anne Marler, from New York 
to Rhodesia, Fli. #611, AZ 

Jan. 22 Mrs. Ardelia M. Robinson, from New 
York to India, Freighter, Isthmian 

Jan. 27 Miss Margaret Mary McCracken, 
from Seattle to Sarawak, Java Mail, 
American Mail 

given to each charter member of a new con
gregation. 

In addition to their work in helping Meth
odism realize the goal of 400 new congre
gations a year, set by the 1964 General 
Conference, the New Church Development 
staff of the National Division will also estab
lish and publicize normative standards and 
procedures for new congregations. The Na
tional Division, in its action, said that the 
purpose of the New Church Development 
program is to form new congregations, as 
distinguished from putting up new build
ings. 

The New Church Development service is 
part of the National Division's Section of 
Church Extension, of which the Rev. Dr. 
13. P. i\Iurphy is the assistant general secre
tary. Dr. Murphy outlined the specific ser
vices available to Methodist leaders: 

"l. Organizing Pastor. Staff members of 
New Church Development are available to 
serve within a conference, under the super
v1s10n of the district superintendent in 
whose district a new church project is ini
tiated, as an organizing pastor, to do the 
actual work of establishing a new congrega
tion. Such assignments will be for a period 
of three months, although longer or shorter 
assignments can be arranged. 

"2. Consulting Pastor. Some conferences 
prefer to start a new church project with 
their own pastor, who will stay with the 
new congregation for an extended period 
of time. However, in many instances, men 
appointed to these new projects have had 
no experience in a new church situation. 
That some new church projects have not 
developed as expected is ample witness to 
the fact that many times these new men in 
new situations, however capable they may 
be, need help in getting started. These pas
tors themselves are often the first to recog
nize and express this need. Therefore, new 
church developers are available for on-the
job training. The assignment in this instance 
is to work alongside the pastor, to share 
with him the knowledge and skill gained 
from prior experience, to help him avoid 
the most common mistakes frequently made 
in starting new congregations and to assist 
him in developing the kind of program 
needed for a new congregation. These as
signments will be made for a period of one 
month, unless otherwise requested. 

"3. 'Vorhhops and Seminars. Numerous 
requests for workshops in New Church De
velopment have already been received. 
Some have been held; others are planned. 
They can be arranged for periods of one to 
three days. It is recommended that at least 
two days be planned wherever possible. 
These workshops usually involve members 
of the cabinet, representatives of the confer
ence board of missions and new church pas
tors. Suggested outlines for such workshops 
are available upon request. 

"4. Field Cons11ltatio11. Consultation with 
cabinets or individual district superintend
ents regarding new church situations or 
projects can be arranged on request. In 
some instances, this involves a presentation 
of the program to the cabinet-probably the 
best approach for plans involving the pos
sible use of the services of New Church 
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Development within a Conference. In other 
instances, it involves work with an individ
ual district superintendent regarding specific 
new church projects." 

The various services are available in most 
cases for a reasonable fee. This is similar to 
the procedure under which professional 
fund-raisers of the Division's Department of 
Finance and Field Service are made avail
able for modest fees. It is the Division's 
hope that the New Church Development 
service, like Finance and Field Service, will 
become self-supporting. 

The National Division was given a report 
by the New Church Development staff on 
its activities in the first five months of the 
program. The staff is headed by the Rev. 
Dr. Ralph T. Mirse. The rep01t showed that 
there had been workshops for pastors of 
new congregations in Florida, Kentucky and 
~viinnesota; consultations with bishops and 
district superintendents in Alabama, Mis
souri, Kansas, Oklahoma and Colorado, and 
that a new church developer is serving as 
a consulting pastor in Indiana. A busy 
schedule was reported for 1966. 

CLYDE B. STUNTZ; 
MISSIONARY TO INDIA 

The Rev. Dr. Clyde 
B. Stuntz, seventy-nine, 
member of a well
known :Methodist mis
sionary family and him
self a missionary to In
dia and Pakistan for 
f01ty-one years, died of 
a hemt attack Decem
ber 4 in Monroe, La., 
which had been his 
home since retirement 

from active missionary service in 1956. 
Dr. Stuntz was the son, brother and fa

ther of Methodist missionaries. His father 
was the late Bishop Homer C. Stuntz, who 
served as a missionary to India and later 
opened Methodist work in the Philippines. 
Young Clyde lived with his mother and 
father in both India and the Philippines. 

Dr. Stuntz's brother, the Rev. Dr. Hugh 
C. Stuntz, now living in West Caldwell, 
N.J., was a missionary to Bolivia, Uruguay 
and Argentina, and was president of Scar
ritt College, Nashville, Tenn., for thirteen 
years. One of Dr. Clyde Stuntz's four chil
dren is a missionary to India, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Stuntz Allen, who serves at Sonepat. 

On becoming a missionary in 1915, Dr. 
Stuntz was assigned to the Punjab in north
west India and part of what is now Pakistan. 
For thirty years, he worked in evangelism, 
education, administration and other phases 
of mission service. He helped to found Rae
wind Christian Institute in Lahore, Pakistan, 
and out of concern for the "untouchables" 
(low-caste people), he founded a commu
nity for them in what is now Pakistan. The 
inhabitants named the community Stuntza
bad, meaning "Stuntz Town," after its 
founder. During the bloodshed accompany
ing the partition of India in 1947 to form 
Pakistan, he helped save thousands of refu
gees and organized extensive health services, 
such as clinics, for them. For his service, he 
was decorated by the Pakistani government. 
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Before going to India, Dr. Stuntz was a 
pastor in Iowa for two years and was edu
cated at Wesleyan University (B.A.), Mid
dletown, Conn., and Drew University Theo
logical Seminary (B.D.), Madison, N.J. 
Wesleyan gave him an honorary D.D. 

Besides the brother and daughter, the 
survivors include his wife, Mrs. Florence 
(Sally) Watters of the home; a son, Dr. 
Homer C. Stuntz, Orange, Texas; two 
daughters, Dr. Margaret Stuntz Coon, Mon
roe, and Mrs. Hyla Stuntz Converse of Loui
siana, and twelve grandchildren. 

CONFERENCE TO STUDY 
MINISTRY OF THE LAITY 

What does the Christian religion have to 
do with the everyday life of ordinary men 
and women in today's highly mobile, in
creasingly complex society? Protestant and 
Orthodox church members from throughout 
the United States and Canada will meet in 
Chicago January 13-16 in an attempt to give 
at least tentative answers to this most search
ing of all questions facing the church in our 
secular age. 

Some 400 laymen from all walks of life 
are expected to attend the North American 
Conference on the Ministry of the Laity in 
the World, the second of its kind ever held 
on this continent. Like the first-at Buffalo, 
N.Y., in 1952-this precedent-setting event 
is sponsored jointly by the National Council 
of Churches (U.S.A.) and the Canadian 
Council of Churches. 

Throughout the world, and especially in 
postwar Europe, the Clnistian church is 
laying ever greater stress on the ministerial 
functions of its lay members as they live 
out their lives beyond the structures of the 
church itself-when Sunday's worship is 
over and Monday's work has begun. 

"The entire spectrum of jobs and social 
contacts is inseparable from Christian faith 
in the lives of those who profess it," said 
the Rev. Dr. Cameron P. Hall, director of 
the NCC Commission on the Church and 
Economic Life and administrator of the 
forthcoming conference. 

"The meeting's purpose is threefold: to 
shore up ecumenical gains, to study and in
terpret the implications of revolutionary 
change in today's world for the ongoing 
ministry of lay people, and to propose new 
directions for the chhrch in behalf of a 
more effective lay ministry," Dr. Hall said, 
announcing the conference. 

The conference will issue a message
written "by laymen and for laymen"-to
gether with reports from a number of "oc
cupational groups" in which members of 
specific professions and trades will gather to 
explore concrete applications of the Chris
tian faith to their everyday working lives. 

Whereas all delegates will debate and 
vote on the general conference message in 
plenary session, they will simply hear the 
occupational group reports without action, 
Dr. Hall said. 

"A complete listing of these groups will 
be unavailable until all registrations are in," 
he added. Occupational categories repre
sented in similar groups at the Buffalo con
ference in 1952 ranged from lawyers and 
scientists to homemakers. 

People 50 to 80 
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dren 6-18) New program and buildings next year. 

Beginning salary $175 per month per person plus 

full maintenance. Single or couple. Jesse Lee 

Home, Seward, Alaska. 

Klaus von Bismarck of Cologne, Ger
many, executive director of the vVest Ger
man Broadcasting Company and chairman 
of the World Council of Churches' Depart
ment of the Laity, will address a conference 
dinner on Thursday evening, Jan. 13, fol
lowing greetings from the presidents of the 
National and Canadian Council of 
Churches. 

"Herr von Bismarck is doubly qualified 
to speak to American church members on 
the subject of lay ministry," Dr. Hall said. 
"Not only does he hold a key office in the 
World Council of Churches specifically 
charged with this responsibility, but also, as 
a German layman, he can speak with au
thority on the world's most advanced sys
tem of lay organizations." 

Dr. Hall referred to the famous Geiman 
lay academies, which grew to a position of 
national prominence after the war. Gather
ing regularly to discuss Christian approaches 
to common social, professional, economic 
and political problems, these academies re
flect a cross-section of Ge1many's postwar 
leadership. 

In a series of three daily presentations, 
Bishop Stephen F. Bayne, Jr., of New York 
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City, director of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church's Overseas Department, will outline 
the theological and biblical foundations for 
the ministry of lay men and women in the 
world beyond the church. 

Another daily series of lectures and pre
sentations on tl1e "social consequences of a 
revolutionary world" will cover the current 
state of revolution in technology, education 
and international relations. 

Dr. Glenn A. Olds of Oyster Bay, N.Y., 
executive dean of the State University of 
New York and former president of Spring
field College, Springfield, Mass., will speak 
Friday morning, Jan. 14, on the conse
quences of revolution in education. 

On Saturday morning, Richard Fagley of 
New York City, executive director of the 
\Vorld Council of Churches' Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs, will 
address delegates on revolution in interna
tional relations. 

A special program of reports and ad
dresses scheduled for Saturday afternoon, 
Jan. 15, will outline current trends in or
ganized Christian lay movements and indi
cate possible future directions. 

"Where do we go from here?"-a presen
tation on conference followup and next 
steps for the churches-will be given by 
Mark Gibbs of Manchester, England, as
sociate secretary of the Association of Lay 
Centers in Europe, chairman of tlie Ecu
menical Committee of tlie German Kirchen
tag (mass rally of German Protestant lay
men), and special consultant to several U.S. 
Protestant denominations on lay affairs. 

Among reports on "representative crea
tive activities in lay work" will be presenta
tions by: Loren E. Halvorsen, Minneapolis, 
Minn., director of Faith in Life Institutes 
and member of the Board of College Educa
tion, American Lutheran Church; the Rev. 
Hugh C. White of Detroit, Mich., director of 
the Detroit Industrial Mission; and the Rev. 
Ralph W. Loew of Buffalo, N.Y., pastor of 
Holy Trinity Church. 

An expected eighty-five per cent of of
ficial conference participants will be lay 
men and women, Dr. Hall said. In addition 
to accredited delegates from Protestant and 
Eastern Orthodox communions and related 
organizations, there will be a contingent of 
official Roman Catholic observers-"a 
mutual practice which is rapidly becoming 
a traditional feature of U.S. religious con
ferences," he said. 

Commenting on the need for next Jan
uary's conference and its long-range pur
pose, Dr. Hall said the ministry of the laity 
has too frequently become a "mere matter 
of rhetoric. Much of its is quite limited in 
its application. 

"Delegates to the conference in Chicago 
will be agonizing over what it means-in 

terms of concrete, everyday specifics-to 
be a Christian in today's highly complex 
world," he said. 

METHODISTS OFFER 
1966 MISSION TOURS 

Methodists interested in seeing tl1e world 
while at tl1e same time becoming more fa
miliar with the mission work of their church 
will have opportunity to do so on seven mis
sion tours sponsored by the Methodist Board 
of Missions in 1966. 

The seven tours (one with three sections) 
in 1966 are part of an expanding tour ser
vice of the Board, designed to meet a grow
ing number of requests from Methodists who 
want to combine travel with a deeper un
derstanding of the church's mission through 
first-hand observation. The Board describes 
its schedule of mission tours as "travel
witli a plus." The 1966 tours will accommo
date a maximum of 360 persons, since each 
tour is limited to a maximum of forty. 

To meet a variety of needs, there will be 
long tours and short tours. Some will go 
around the world, and one will be within a 
single state. Three will be related to a na
tional Methodist meeting, the Seventh As
sembly of tlie Woman's Society of Christian 
Service May 12-15 in Portland, Oregon. 
The tour with three sections will be related 
to the World Methodist Conference August 
18-26 in London, England. 

The tours are arranged and promoted by 
tlie Board's Department of Field Interpre
tation, of which Miss Virginia Henry, New 
York, is director. Of the tours, she says: 
"The Methodist Church seeks to provide 
its members and friends with opportunities 
for meaningful travel. Tour members will 
have first-hand opportunity for person-to
person contact with leaders of the church 
in mission. Their lives will be enriched not 
only from contacts with missionaries at their 
posts but also from opportunities to meet 
national Christian leaders in the areas 
where they serve. 

"Among tlie benefits of a mission tour are: 

!-Growing in deeper appreciation for the 
mission of the church in the world. 2-En
couraging and supporting Christian friends 
in the mission fields visited. 3-Seeing the 
many kinds of mission work-schools, hospi
tals, community centers, churches and many 
others. 4-Feeling the friendliness and 
warmth of Christian fellowship. 5-Return
ing home to share the rich experiences that 
one has received, by telling of them and 
by seeking generous financial support for 
missions." 

Miss Henry gave the following informa
tion on the nine tours for 1966: 

I. Alaska Tour, May 16-24. This tour will 

Flannelgraphs from Genesis to Revelation 
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Make your talks dynamic, your teaching easier with Story-0-Groph Bible 
characters. REALISTIC, LIFE-LIKE DRAWINGS, Full COLOR, large size. 
13 colorful hand pointed backgrounds .••• Vis-U-Fold -Aluminum Tele
scopic Tripod and fabric board folds into compact roll. 

Write for FREE folder and price list to 

STORY -0-CRAPHS 
P. 0. Box 145M, Dept. 65, Pasadena, Calif. 91102 

visit Methodist work in Ketchikan, Juneau, 
Anchorage, Seward, Fairbanks, Nome and 
Kotzebue. It is one of the tours related to 
the Woman's Society Assembly. The leaders 
are the Rev. and Mrs. Gerald McCray, 925 
N. E. Highland, Portland, Oreg. 

2. Hawaii Tour, May 16-26. This tour 
will go to places of Methodist interest on 
the islands of Oahu, Maui, Hawaii and 
Kauai. It -is also related to tlie Assembly. 
The leaders are Mr. and Mrs. I. Nels Bar
nett, 1063 East Main Street, Batesville, Ark. 

3. No1th Pacific Circle Tour, May 16-
June 15. This tour will visit Methodist cen
ters in Alaska, Japan (IO cities), Korea, 
Hong Kong, the Philippines and Hawaii. 
It too is related to the Assembly. The leader 
is the Rev. Nye 0. Bond, 4510 Mohawk 
Street, Lincoln, Nebr. 

4. Medical Work of the Far East Tour, 
June 24-July 25. This unusual tour will visit 
Methodist medical mission work in Alaska, 
Japan, Korea, the Philippines, Hong Kong, 
India, Nepal and Pakistan. An extension of 
the tour (July 24-August 4) will include the 
Bible lands. The leader will be Dr. James 
T. Boggs, M.D., 2709 N.W. 26th Street, 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 

5. World Methodist Conference Tour, in 
three sections. Section A, which will be 
August 6-29, will take its members to Ire
land, Scotland, England and the Conference. 
The leaders will be the Rev. Dr. and Mrs. 
Donald E. Redmond, Methodist Board of 
Missions, Room 1316, 475 Riverside Drive, 
New York, New York 10027. Section B, 
which will be August 17-0ctober 2, will 
include the World Methodist Conference, 
followed by an around-the-world itinerary 
including Italy, Egypt, India, Singapore, 
Thailand, Hong Kong, Japan and Hawaii. 
The leader will be the Rev. B. W. Middle
brooks, Room 502, 1910 Main Street, Dal
las, Texas. Section C, which will be August 
26-0ctober 2, will be the same as section B, 
except for attendance at tlie World Meth
odist Conference. Its leader also will be Mr. 
Middlebrooks. 

6. Spanish Work Tour, June 27-July 16. 
This tour will combine visits to botli home 
and "foreign" mission centers, including 
Spanish-speaking churches in Texas, New 
Mexico and other Southwestern states and 
Methodist work in Pue1to Rico, Panama, 
Costa Rica and Mexico. The leader \viii be 
the Rev. Dr. Clarence W. Lokey, 535 Ban
dera Road, San Antonio, Texas. 

7-. Oklahoma Indian Work Tour, May 
8-13. The tour will start in Oklahoma City 
with a supper and service of worship with 
tliree Indian congregations. Visits will be 
made to each of the four districts in the 
Oklahoma Methodist Indian Mission Confer
ence. The leaders will be tl1e Rev. and 1frs. 
Robert Pinezaddleby, Methodist Indian Mis
sion, 1801 North Douglas Street, Oklahoma 
City, Okla. 

Inquiries about any of the seven tours for 
1966 should be sent to tlie tour leader at 
the address indicated. 

WORLD OUTLOOK 
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THE PRIORITY f11lOJ1EC1r OJF T1HIIE MONTH: 

A Finished Task
The Library, Union 
Theological Se1ninary, 
Mexico, City 

ological Seminary, is 
also one of its grad
uates. 

(A report to eontrihutors to the Advance Special Project of the 
J.Uonth on the completion of the first priority project in the series) 

The $14,343.59 received for the Project of the Month (as of 
October 15, 1965) has made possible both the completion of 
the first two projects in the series and a good start on the 
other eight listed at the bottom of this page. The Advance De
partment has received from Miss Lois Davidson, librarian at 
the Mexico seminary, the following report: 

The news that the Advance Special Project of the Month had secured 
$5,000 for the library here was received with deep satisfaction by 
faculty and students of the seminary. 

A preliminary study made by the library committee indicates that ap
proximately fifteen or twenty percent will go for long term sub
scriptions to professional journals needed by the faculty and for other 
magazines and journals useful alike to faculty and students, such as 
the major publications of the University of Mexico, particularly those 
from its departments of philosophy, letters and sociology. About 
twelve percent will go for badly needed library equipment such as 
new shelves, new units for the card catalog cabinet, and a new 
noiseless typewriter. 

The major part of the grant will go for books with special attention 
being paid to areas which are in need of amplification. For example, 
new books will be secured for the Department of Christian Educa
tion which has a relatively small collection, with an effort being 
made to secure as much material as possible in Spanish in related 
fields, such as that of psychology and education, for which an abun
dance of books appear yearly in the various South American publish
ing houses. Because our library is heavily weighted with books writ
ten in English, a special effort will be made to increase the number 
of books written in Spanish and Portuguese in all departments, and 
with the addition of one new group of books, a basic collection of 
works of Mexican literature and Mexican biography and history. We 
hope to buy some of the weallh of material available in Spanish in 
the fields of psychology, philosophy, psychiatry, and sociology which 
will be of service to several different departments. 

We are considering the possibility of using part of the money for 
a microfilm reader so that we can begin a collection of works that 
are available. 

Next month this page will carry a report on the Industrial 
Arts Section of the College of West Africa, Monrovia, Li
beria, the second completP.d project in the series 

IN CASE YOU'RE WONDERING what the Project of the 
Month is, here is a brief review of the basic plan and the 
projects yet to be covered by this appeal. Last January the 
Project of the Month was begun as a new channel through 
which small churches and individuals could make Advance 
Special gifts to relatively large, priority mission projects and 
see them completed in a comparatively small time. Ten 
projects were presented on this page throughout 1965, with 
an invitation for contributions. Eight of these projects re
main to be completed: 

1. The Evangelistic Rural 5. Dispensary, Mameyes, 
Institute, ltapina, Puerto Rico, new 
Brazil .. . ...... .. . $ 8,000 facilities .. .... . . . .. $25,000 

2. Tyrand Parish, West 6. Jidato English High 
Virginia, land, ma- School, Pakur, India, 
chinery, and build- new hostel . .. .. .. 40,000 
ings . . . . . .. . . .. . . 25,000 7 . Raiwind Christian In-

3. Gania Eleme.ntary stitute, Pakistan, 
School, Liberia, sec- share of a $600,000 
ond stage of build- redevelopment pro-
ing .. . . . . . .. .. . .. 12,500 gram . . . . .. ... ... . 40,000 

4. Won ju Hospital, 8. Revolving Book Funds 
Korea, chest x-ray Around the World. 100,000 
machine . . ... .. .. . 6,000 

A leaflet prepared especially to help you promote Project of 
the Month in your local church is available from the Service 
Center, Board of Missions of The Methodist Church, 7820 
Reading Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45237. Ask for "The Great
ness of Small Beginnings." 

You can contribute to the Project of the Month in any 
amount either monthly or as you are able, and your gifts are 
still urgently needed. Gifts designated simply " PROJECT OF 
THE MONTH" are asked, although designations for specific 
projects are honored. Send your gifts through your conference 
treasurer or, if your conference permits, directly to 

The Treasurer, Board of Missions of The Methodist Church 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, New York 10027 

J_. ------------~---



jMETHODIST MISSION STUDY 1965-661 
Suppleme11ti11g the l11terde11omi11ational Theme, "Mission, the Christian's Calling" 

FOR ADULTS, YOUNG ADULTS, AND OLDER YOUTH 
Price: $1.00 (paperback), $3.00 (cloth) 
ADULT GUIDE 25¢ • STUDENT Gl/IDE 25¢ 

A 
NEW 

VOICE 
A VITAL BOOK 

REV. EUGENE L STOCKWELL 

Representing the new generation of mission executives, 
the author holds degrees in law as well as divinity. Pastor of 

a local church, he was for ten years an outstanding missionary 
in Uruguay. In 1962 he was chosen to supervise Methodist 

missions in Latin America. He now serves as Assistant General 
secretary in the World Division of the Board of Missions 

of The Methodist Church. His first full length book follows 
important contributions to the literature as well as to 

the planning of missionary policy in recent years. 

Order your copies of CLAIMED BY GOD FOR ) 
MISSION, ($1.00 paper, $3.00 cloth); the Adult ~ 
Guide by Betty Thompson (25 ¢); and the Student ( 
Guide, by William B. Gould (25¢) from ) 

A 

CLAIMED BY GOD 
FOR MISSION 

(fie Co11tJref1 I. 
:1· :1t1 f(IJt Seeks 111 . 

v I CW ]{If!//$ 

Eugene L 
. Stockwell 

LIVELY, EVOCATIVE 
STUDY 

Explore how churches can participate in God's mission today. 
Study to recognize heretical forms in congregational life. 
learn what God is doing in this world of revolution. 
Find light from Scripture on the congregation in mission. 
Help to discover new forms suited to the new day. 
Know what it means to be claimed by God for mission. 

SERVICE CENTER 

Board of Missions of The Methodist Church 

7820 Reading Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45237 
(also auailable from Cokesbury) 


