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Japan has emerged from the postwar era of re
building to become the most powerful industrial na
tion in all Asia. TI1e first non-\Vcstcrn nation in 
modern history to have within its grasp a comfortable 
standard of living set within the context of a free po
litical system, Japan is one of the nations that can play 
a decisive role in the world of today. Its future is one 
of further economic growth and increased responsi
bility to its own people, to Asia, and to the world. 

Japan's population, now about 95 million. is almost 
99 percent literate. TI1c major religion of the country 
is Buddhism, which is now quite infused with Con
fucian, Shinto, \Vcstcm humanitarian, and modern 
scientific t110ught. Christianity is a small minority. 
claiming in all about 600,000 adherents. About half 
this number arc Protestants, of whom about 200,000 
arc members of the United Church of Christ in Japan. 
known as the Kyoda11 . :Methodism has worked through 
this church since 19-11 when it was formed bv the 
merger of more than thirty Protestant bodies. , 

The J(yndan was organized as the result of an in-
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elusive movement toward church union. It now has 
over 1.500 congregations organized into thirteen dis
tricts governed by a General Assembly and presided 
over by a ~Iodcrator. Seven American mission hoards 
and one Canadian board provide some of the funds 
for t11e Kyodan's many projects. although this church 
is now largely self-supporting. These boards provide 
400 missionaries, of whom about I.JO arc ~lcthodist. 

Through the Kyodan, we arc involved with a net
work of over fiftv Christian schools with a combined 
enrollment of nc~rly 1.50,000. The church in Japan is 
activelv seeking and tr\'ing out new methods of 
C\'ang~lism amC forms of ;ni1~istry. 

The Kyodnn is reaching out with increased concern 
and sense of responsibility to clmrclws in other na
tions. For many years it has followed J:ipanese people 
as they migrated to other countries. This church has 
now turned its attention to other fields. and its mis
sionaries arc ser\'ing in Okinawa. I3omco. Thailand. 
India . Nepal, lndo1;csia. Bolivia. Egypt , and one or 
two otlwr African countries. I 
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I THIS MONTH I 
JUNE is the month when we bring you arti
cles that we hope may be of help in pre
paring for the forthcoming mission study. 
Of course, this is a long time before any of 
you will actually have the studies in your 
churches so we suggest that you file this 
issue for future reference. 

The mission study theme this year is 
"Mission: the Christian's Calling." That is 
both a very simple and a very complex sub
ject. Simple, because it affects each one of 
us. Complex, because it leads us into areas 
not usually thought of as "mission work.'' 

As an example of the latter kind of sub
ject, we have an article by James Wall on 
the church and the cinema (or the movies, 
as we more usually say). Now, this is not a 
field that we commonly think of as "mis
sions.'' Mr. Wall, who is editor of the Chris
tian Advocate, thinks it is such an area. 

The ordained ministry would be com
monly accepted as a missionary job. But a 
missionary to whom? Sam Clark, a pastor in 
Savannah, sees his job as a missionary to his 
church members-that is, to us. Does your 
pastor see his ministry this way? Do you? 

New forms of mission are constantly 
being tried out by various churches. We 
bring you reports on several in this issue-
San Francisco, Columbus, Ohio, and Los 
Altos, California. 

Our story by Ted Mcllvenna concentrates 
on the ministry to young adults in San 
Francisco, part of the exciting ministry 
being developed in that city. 

In Columbus we bring you stories of two 
different kinds of ministries-one by con
gregations and one by an institution. The 
Northside Parish story by Mr. Bright and 
Mrs. Gilfert shows us what churches can 
do to help one another. The Southside Set
tlement story shows how underprivileged 
people can be energized to help themselves. 
These ·articles complement each other. 

Among women, a special kind of mission
ary is the deaconess. We have a deaconess 
from Brazil on our cover this month-her 
story is told in the World Service film, 011 
the Eighth Day. 

Our picture story this issue is on the 
Deaconess Convocation recently held in 
Cincinnati. The photographs are by a dis
tinguished photojournalist, Sam Tamashiro. 
Mr. Tamashiro is a new addition to our staff. 

Finally, underlying and supporting all 
these examples of mission is the analysis by 
Bishop Mathews of the basis for mission. 
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APPRECIATES CHURCH CENTER COVERAGE 
The Joint Committee on the Church Center 

for the United Nations of The Methodist 
Church wishes to express our profound ap
preciation to your paper for the coverage of 
the Church Center's construction and the ex
cellent publicity you have given to this project 
in issues since that time. 

We have all heard many extravagant com
ments on the beauty and quality of your cover
age and we wish to express on behalf of the 
entire Church our great appreciation. 

The Secretary is personally and especially 
appreciative of your cooperation in this matter. 

(REV.) TED HIGHTOWER 
Secretary Joint Committee 
St. Paul Methodist Church 
2000 Douglass Boulevard 
Louisville, Kentucky 40205 

"MORE POWER TO THE SAMOANS" 
I enjoy reading tl1e WORLD OUTLOOK very 

much. I wish to make a comment on the ar
ticle entitled "Hawaii's Transplanted Samoans" 
which appeared in the March, 1965 issue. 

The author, Mr. Frank E. Butterworth, 
makes the statement that the family inclusive
ness of the Samoans does not permit them to 
function in the church along our traditional cul
tural divisions into children's, youth, men's and 
women's work, nor can they be organized into 
our complex commissions. I cannot help feeling 
that this is very good. 

If our church is to function as the family of 
God, then why not minister to families, not to 
groups in the church that break up the family? 
The lay people in the congregation should 
cooperate and function together, regardless of 
sex or age. Our society is based on this arrange
ment-why not tl1e church? 

Many of our denominations are de-emphasiz
ing men's work, and women's work, and em
phasizing the work of the laity. Even the work 
on our various commissions lends to a narrow 
view of different aspects of a Christian life. 
How can we have Christian education without 
evangelism or evangelism without Christian 
education? 

]'..fore power to the Samoans, and maybe they 
can show our complex, organized Christianity 
what the Christian faith can be in the brother
hood of man and the Fatherhood of God. 

GRACE K. (Mrs. Milton R.) VOGEL 
4015 Richmond Road, N.E. 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

EXCELLENT APRIL ISSUE 
The April issue of WORLD OUTLOOK is an ex

cellent one. The article on Latin America [page 
12] is timely. This situation has been allowed 
to pass unnoticed for a long time. The Pente
costals there and here furnish a potential for 
Christ and his church. 

JoHN OwEN GRoss 
3611 Woodmont Blvd. 
Nashville, Tenn, 

RADIO AND TELEVISION EVANGELISM 
IN JAPAN 

We were thrilled to learn that the leaders 
of the United Church of Christ in Japan are 
planning radio and mass communications 
evangelism for all of Japan. Increasingly, they 
are looking to Horemco to help guide them in 
planning for the years ahead. 

Local Japanese churches have become con
vinced of the wisdom of this effort in evan
gelism. A "Horemco Day" is now on the calen
dars of the local churches. Special emphasis is 

given to this activity, and an offering is made 
toward its support. You can be assured that 
the Japanese Christians are helping to support 
the work of Horemco. May the day soon come 
when there will be a coordinated witness on 
radio and television to this nation of a hundred 
million people. 

EvYN M. ADAMS, General Secretary 
Horemco 
Box 202 
Sapporo, Japan 

PROGRESS AT THE IGUACA RIVER 
\Ve are especially encouraged with the work 

at lguaca River. There the congregation has 
recently built a small building that serves as 
both church and school. Forty-five children are 
in school-children who liave never before had 
an opportunity to study. 

The church members in all four churches 
look with confidence to the future. 

LEONARD AND GLORIA WILLIAMS 
lgreja Metodista 
Caixa Postal 113, Pato Branco 
Parana, Brazil 

RADIO AND TELEVISION MINISTRY 
IN ALASKA 

Walt is now a member of the board of di
rectors of the Greater Anchorage Council of 
Churches, and serves as radio and television 
ministry chairman for the Council. 

He has scheduled the television series "Talk
back" for a twenty-six-week series in Anchor
age. He began last January to announce a 
fifteen-minute religious news program that is 
carried by two local radio stations weekly, 

LYDIA AND \VALT HAYS 
1426 0 Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 

A FINE SPIRIT IN SALTILLO 
One thing I like about being in Saltillo is 

that many visitors stop here. Some tourists who 
do not know us at all are attracted by the 
beauty and the colonial-style charm of our 
building, and they ask permission to step inside. 
Others come especially to see us, and stay 
long enough to get acquainted. 'We are hoping 
that many more people will visit us. 

We have an unusually fine group of girls in 
the boarding department, ranging in age from 
15 to 21 years. These girls have a wonderful 
spirit of cooperation, and I find working with 
them pleasant and stimulating. 

EvELYN KEIM 

Apartado 77, Saltillo, Coah., Mexico 

"TO TEACH THE MISSIONARIES 
ABOUT THE DEEP THINGS OF GOD" 

Our job is to minister to one group of the 
people who come to work here. Coming to 
work in the mines has almost taken on the sig
nificance of a boy's tribal initiation. Our work 
is to help the workmen in becoming more 
mature in the Christian life. To do this we 
depend heavily on our African pastors and 
catechists wl10 work in the mines, and minister 
after mining hours. 

Our entire church is operated on a necessari
ly elementary level. This is not to say, however, 
that the spiritual life of the church here is 
elementary, for in many respects the Mozambi
canos have much to teach tlie missionaries 
about the deep things of God. 

JAMES AND CHERYL HORTON 
33 Lobelia Rd., Primrose Hill, Germiston 
Transvaal, South Africa 

"A FAR CRY FROM THE TRUTH" 
Our conference work in [Southern] Rhodesia 

goes on, with greater avenues of service open 
that can easily be met. 

The cry that we sometimes hear that "the 
missionary is no longer wanted" is a far cry 
from the truth. Many persons have come to 
us entreating us to remain \vith them. They 
have come to feel that we are a part of the 
people here, and we, also, feel this. After 36 
years our roots here are very deep, and it will 
be hard for us to leave. 

But we feel that God is leading us, and we 
hope we can still serve wherever we go. 

Mn. AND MRS. ERNEST L. SELLS 
1965 address : c/o Mr. Melvin Dlakc 
Methodist Bd., Room 1511 
475 Riverside, N. Y. C. 

A DAY'S JOURNAL AT BUKIT LAN 
The agricultural school is 4 months old 

today ( Oct. 15, 1964). We feel much en
couraged by the response of the boys-and 
two girls. 

Dorothy's class on health and nutrition is a 
big dra\ving card. Even the pastor is attending 
this class. The boys are looking forward to 
the next course on water safety. 

Wood ashes, composts, wastes and chemical 
fertilizers are all available, but the chemical 
fertilizers are expensive. 

Mike's course in swine production is reaching 
the point where we can plan our first piggery. 

\Ve must somehow manage to increase the 
protein in the boys' meals. 

Rubber replanting on Rural Centre estate 
area goes along well. 

The fact that the Bawang Assan Church has 
agreed to take on half the support of the 
pastor, Nuing Kudi, is a milestone in steward
ship progress in the !ban church. 

THE LEIGHTONS 
Bukit Lan Rural Centre, PO Box 155 
Sibu, Sarawak, Malaysia 

MRS. MARIAN BABB RIITER 
Mrs. Marian Babb Ritter, a m1ss1onary to 

China 1925-30, passed away at Ormond Beach, 
Florida, on March 5, 1965. Mrs. Ritter was 
supervisor of nurses at Soochow Methodist Hos
pital, Soochow, China. 

H. c. RITTER 
53 Tropical Drive 
Ormond Beach, Fla, 

RALLY IN MALAYSIAN DISTRICT 
It was early rising (3:30) for many persons 

who attended the District Rally held in Kuan
tnn in the Eastern area of the church in 
Malaya. More than a hundred people came 
from the scattered and isolated congregations. 

\Ve feel a vital stirring in the church here, 
a real hunger for renewal in church life. \Ve 
are grateful for the prayers and support of 
those who stand with us. 

CRAIG AND SHAN \VILDER 
Trinity Methodist Church 
4 Jalan 5/39, Petaling Jaya, Malaysia 

"STEADFAST ••. IN THE CONGO" 
The witness of the Christian people in the 

Congo is steadfast. During all the trouble in 
Stanleyville, rebels and tl1eir wives came to 
buy Bibles at the bookstore. Even in the midst 
of revolution, we have unlimited opportunity 
for witness through literature and literacy. 

A young secondary school graduate has ex
pressed a desire to work with me for a year in 
literacy work. First, we will write a primer in 
the Otetcla language. Then, after testing, we 
will begin to organize adult classes and village 
libraries. \Ve will write, teach, prepare Congo
lese people to teach, and through literacy cam
paigns try to train the church leaders. 

}ACK AND LETA GomtAM 
B. P. 560 
Luluabourg, Republique Dem. du Congo 
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THE CONSCIENCE OF INDIA, l\'loral 
Traditions in the l\'lodcrn World, by 
Creighton Lacy. New York, 1965: 
Holt, Rinehart and Winston. 

In any attempt to understand the com
plex of India's development today one has 
to probe into the nature and vitality of its 
religious, cultural and moral foundations. 
Dr. Creighton Lacy, Professor of Missions 
at Duke University, has done some in
tensive study of this kind and in this book 
he shares with the readers some of his 
valuable insights. We have here a highly 
informative survey and a penetrative en
quiry as to how far the traditional as well 
as the modem religious and cultural move
ments in India can promote or prevent the 
growth of a free society. 

First there is a rapid survey of the major 
religions of India including the contribution 
of the early Christian Missions. Commenting 
on the Christian missions he draws our at
tention to the strange combination of weak
nesses such as theological intolerance and 
inflexibility, the accommodation to the pre
vailing social patterns and the dichotomy 
between the Gospel and its social impera
tives (p. 72). Then he goes on to consider 
the major reform movements associated 
with Rammohun Roy, Rabinclranath Tagore, 
Ranade, Gokhale, Dayananda Saraswati, Vi
vekananda and others. The most valuable 
part of the survey, however, starts with 
chapter VII where he begins the study of 
the political movement for national freedom. 

The discussion of the contribution of 
Gandhi and Nehru to the Indian political 
and social thought shows remarkable in
sights into Indian history as well as sound 
knowledge of cultural and sociological 
movements in India. I have only found one 
of his statements on Nehru rather question
able, namely, that Nehru had very little to 
say about specific social reforms (p. 184). 
Nehru had a great deal to say on social 
reforms. He was responsible for the revision 
of the Hindu Marriage Act whereby Hindu 
society was made monogamous. He had also 
much to say about caste and similar social 
evils. 

Some of the burning issues such as the 
quest of cultural foundations for democracy 
in India and the control of population 
growth are stated with clarity, understand
ing and perceptiveness. In the two final 
chapters Dr. Lacy discusses the movements 
in the Christian Church as well as Re
surgent Hinduism which seek to grapple 
,vith the problems of national renewal. In 
the discussion of these issues he brings to 
the readers the benefit of his conversations 
with outstanding national and political 
leaders like Nehru, Rajendra Prasad, Raja
gopalachari and Radhakrishnan as well as 
many leaders of the Indian Church. Un
doubtedly tllis book provides an excellent 
introduction to the religious, cultural and 
social movements in India today, and both 
Indians and non-Indians will find the book 
very helpful. The bibliography given at the 
end of the book is quite comprehensive and 
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makes the book particularly valuable for 
those interested in a deep study of the moral 
and spiritual foundations of modem India. 

J. RusSELL CHANDnAN 

(Dr. Clzandran, principal of Union 
Theological College, Bangalore, India, 
has been teaching this year at New 
York's Union Theological Seminary.) 

"l\llSSION: THE CHRISTIAN'S CALL· 
ING," Package of Four Adult Book
lets. New York, 1965: Friendship 
Press; $2.75. 

Friendship Press, the interdenomination
al mission study publisher, has come up 
with something new for 1965. Four adult 
booklets dealing with the crucial theme 
"Mission: The Christian's Calling" come 
packaged in a see-through plastic bag. The 
temptation is to think that the publisher, 
despairing of reconciling a committee's view 
on what should be included, solved his 
problem by commissioning four books in
stead of the usual one. But let us hastily as
sure you that you do not have four piglets 
in this poke. 

Actually, there are four varying and high
ly useful booklets which should make for 
balanced study. There is a Bible study of 
six units included in the forty-eight-page 
booklet, The Word With Power, by the 
internationally known and respected Bible 
scholar Suzanne de Dietrich. Here is the 
basic material for a Biblical consideration 
of the missionary calling of God's people. 

Protestantism's most prolific scholar
joumalist Martin E. Marty is the author of 
Babylon by Choice. This sixty-four-page 
booklet deals \vith the contemporary prob
lems of secularization and urbanization, 
bringing home to the reader the fact that 
mission today will ordinarily be presented 
either to people who live in the city or to 
those who are shaped by its culture. He 
helps us to see that many Christians tie 
the gospel to rural mythology and retain 
the myth that only those in touch with soil 
are truly spiritual. 

Marty says that when a Christian mis
sionary enters a city in Asia, Africa, or 
Oceania, he "will be entering a world that 
has a smaller percentage of Christians than 
it did the day before, no matter how hard 
Christians have been working to spread 
the message and healing of Jesus Christ." 

Realms of Our Calling by Howard 
Grimes, Southern Methodist University pro
fessor, is another sixty-four-page booklet. 
Dr. Grimes focuses on the \vitness of Chris
tians, both as individuals and together, in 
response to their calling in the realms of 
home, vocation, and social life. He bears 
down hard on the fact that verbal witness 
must grow out of living witness and that 
God has called all of us into His service, 
not just a few specialists. A valuable fea
ture of the Grimes book is the list of addi
tional resources at the end of each chapter 
and in a concluding bibliography. Here one 
can find a guide to the amazing wealth 
of literature about lay renewal and new 
forms of witness of the past years. 

Finally, there is Mission as Decision in 
which journalists Bernard Ikeler and Stanley 

J. Rowland, Jr., provide open-ended case 
studies of laymen at points of decision. In 
forty-eight pages, they give us eight per
sonality sketches-among them a journalist, 
an eye surgeon, a young Negro mother and 
a social worker, a tax investigator. They 
sketch the problems confronting these in
dividuals and raise questions as to how they 
should be solved. Deliberately, they have 
chosen situations which are thorny and 
ambiguous and ask questions which make 
it difficult for the reader to escape his own 
involvement in answering them. 

This four-pronged study may mean more 
preparation for the teachers, but it should 
also involve the student as participant rather 
than a consumer. 

BETTY THOMPSON 

(Miss Thompson is Executive Secre
tary of the Section of Comm11nication 
of the Board of Missions.) 

l\fiSSIONS, M:YTH AND REALITY, by 
Keith Bridston. New York, 1965: 
Friendship Press; SL 75. 

This compact and vital book should do 
a great deal to help demythologize the mis
sionary movement for the twentieth century. 
The author's candid thesis is that the mis
sionary era as we have h'Ilown it is gone and 
that our understanding of missions needs a 
radical transformation. By challenging five 
current and pervading myths of the mission
ary movement, Bridston evokes answers to 
fundamental questions about the mission 
of the Christian Church: Where is the mis
sion? Whose is the mission? How is the 
mission accomplished and by whom? 

Bridston, who has been involved in the 
Christian mission as an overseas campus 
pastor, a World Council of Churches execu
tive and as a missionary theological col
leg~ teacher, is most radical when he deals 
with the pietism, asceticism, and quietism of 
the missionary movement that forced West
ern cultural standards on overseas areas. He 
refuses to allow us to think of missions as 
only an "across the water" venture. ~Te are 
challenged to be frank in recognizing the 
mixed motives for e>.'Panding the geographi
cal frontier and to understand it as a symbol 
of the total mission of one ChurcJ1 to one 
world. Charging that the term "younger 
churches" still implies a modified paternal
ism the author would have us face the full 
im;lications of partnership in obedience to 
Christ the Head of the Church. 

Bridston emphasizes that mission and 
unity are in creative tension in a world 
that must be seen as the mission field by a 
Church that itself is mission. 

It is seldom that a book on the life and 
mission of the Church demands universal 
reading. Missions, Myth , and Reality is such 
a book. It should be must reading for 
adult study groups in local churches, mis
sionary conferences, pastors, college sh1-
dents, and-above all-members and staffs 
of Boards of lVIissions. 

WILLIAM B. GOULD 

(Dr. Go11ld is Director of the Office 
of Campus Ministry of tlie Board of 
Missions.) 
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A Bad Slip 
It is easy to second guess govern

ment actions and to slight the reali
ties of power. In this time of some
times captious criticism, it is well to 
bear in mind the awesome responsi
bilities weighing upon statesmen. 

Taking all this into account, we 
still believe that the United States 
government has bungled badly in the 
Dominican Republic civil war. By its 
precipitous action in sending marines 
into that country to aid a military 
junta against a civilian uprising the 
administration has undone years of 
patient diplomatic effort to wipe out 
the image of "gunboat diplomacy" 
which haunts all our relations with 
our Latin-American neighbors. 

The U.S. government has indicated 
that it has evidence of Communist 
infiltration of the forces originally 
supporting former president Juan 
Bosch. Let us assume that this is so. 
It would still be questionable whether 
these men could do democratic gov
ernment as much harm as we have 
done to it (albeit unwittingly). 

Once again, we have misread the 
revolutionary situation of our times 
and placed it in the simple context of 
"them" and "us." There is nothing the 
Communists could like better for it 
cuts off any other alternatives than 
these. When, to add to this, we are 
intervening openly against a popular 
revolution we have boxed ourselves 
into quite a corner. 

The sad thing is that a little less 
haste and a little more reflection 
might have saved the day. As it is, we 
will be quite some time regaining the 
confidence of the Dominicans and 
other Latin Americans. If we do not 
begin to understand the world we 
live in, we may never gain enough 
time. 

A Servant of the Truth 
While we were putting together 

this issue on "Mission, the Christian's 
Calling," the news reached us that 
Margaret Rigg was resigning as art 
editor of motive magazine after ten 
years to become an artist in residence 
~t Southern Presbyterian College. 
The coincidence was too much to 
ignore. Miss Rigg, and motive, rep-
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resent the attempt of Christians to 
speak to the contemporary world in 
terms it understands. As such, she 
and her colleagues are seeking to be 
true missionaries. 

It is no secret that their attempts 
have not met with universal approba
tion. There are those who think that 
modern art is blasphemy; there are 
those who question what they see as 
too flippant or too self-righteous a 
tone or shudder at the jargon of "in
volvement'' or "relevance." Most re
cently, there are those who question 
what they consider partisan political 
stands. 

All fair enough. Any publication 
which tries to relate the Word to the 
world around it is bound to make 
mistakes and to be misunderstood. 
That's the rules of the game. 

And yet, as we fumed and wrote 
letters (or threatened to) or laughed 
in scorn, how often did we stop to 
realize the deadly serious business 
that Miss Rigg and the series of edi
tors she has worked with were up to? 
Monthly, they performed the high 
wire act of making us wrestle with 
what we conceived the Gospel to be 
for our times. They tried to be ser
vants of the truth. 

Miss Rigg is leaving and we wish 
her well in her new position. She has 
earned the respect and gratitude of 
all of us. motive remains under the 
able editorship of B. J. Stiles, or at 
least we hope it does despite disquiet
ing rumors about trouble. We have 
few enough things of true distinction 
in this life to lose any of them. 

Pentecost 1965 
"You Will Receive Power" 

"When the apostles were all together, they 
asked JeS11s: 'Lord, is this tl1e time when you 
are going to establish once again the sover
eignty of Israel?' He answered: 'It is not for 
you to know about dates or times which the 
Father has set within His own control. But you 
will receive power when tlze Holy Spirit comes 
upon you; and you will bear witness for me 
in Jerusalem, and all over Judea and Samaria, 
and away to the end of the earth.' " 

(Acts 1:6-8) 

"These men have learned to know 
Jesus as Lord. They believe in His 
resurrection. They understand that 
His death was not defeat but victory 
over all that enslaves and destroys 
men. But they want to know what 
this is going to mean in practice. 
Does it mean the kingdom of God 

now? Does it mean that we are on the 
winning side, and we shall forthwith 
see the enemies of God put to flight? 

"Jesus tells them plainly that God 
has not given us the timetable for His 
campaign. We simply do not know 
what are the limits of human life
for good or for ill. But God is going 
to give them something more impor
tant. He is going to give them His 
Spirit, who will empower them to be 
His witnesses to the ends of the earth. 
When this Spirit comes, they will be
come the evidences to the whole 
world that Jesus reigns, and that evil 
is doomed and on the way out. 

"That promise was fulfilled at 
Pentecost. In a mighty outpouring of 
divine power, these doubting disci
ples were transformed into living 
signs of the reign of Christ over the 
whole earth. Out from Jerusalem they 
went, reaching for the farthest comer 
of the world, a great movement of re
sistance against the established 
powers of evil, living torches to il
luminate the night with certainty of 
a new day to come. 

"The Church today is losing much 
of the power that it had when it was 
an accepted and honored part of the 
established order. Very many Chris
tians today live scattered in small 
groups, minorities without political 
power. In this, they are nearer to the 
Christians of the first century than to 
those of the 19th. 

"But God has never cancelled the 
promise or withdrawn the gift He 
gave at Pentecost. That power is al
ways available to the church which 
wants it enough to pay the price. The 
price is to be made utterly one with 
the Lord Jesus Christ-one with His 
humiliation in order to be one with 
His victory. The power is power to 
believe and to help others to believe, 
power to hope without wavering to 
the end, power to love to the limit, 
power to make peace, to work for 
justice and reconciliation between 
men. It is the power of the coming 
Kingdom, given to us now. It is the 
pledge of glory. And it is offered to all 
who ask. 

"We ask you, then, to join with us 
at this season of Pentecost, in praying 
the Lord to fill the whole Church 
afresh with the power of His Spirit, 
so that it may be His witness to the 
ends of the earth." 

The Presidents of . 
the World Council of Churches 
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1: JESUS CHRIST 
Evangelist and Evangel 

by Jam es K. Mathews 

, 

Mission is the Christian's Calling but what does this mean in terms of todajr' s world? This ex

citing interpretation of the basic evangelistic task of the Christian and the Church is by Bishop 

111 athews, head of the Boston Area. 

T
WENTY-FOUR YEATIS AGO at this 
very time I went with two other 
Methodist missionaries to a vil
lage in India called Sevagram
Village of Service. It was really 

the "capital" of India because Mahatma 
Gandhi lived there. It was early in the 
morning when we arrived-just at the 
time of his morning walk. He was always 
very gracious and invited us to go along. 
When we identiRed ourselves as Method
ist missionaries, he said: "I thought as 
much." Then he surprised us by adding, 
"I sometimes wonder if J olm Wesley 
would recognize you folks today!" It was 
a searching question for us then and for 
Methodists now as we consider the mean
ing of evangelism. 

Perhaps John Wesley would recognize 
us if we would keep two things in mind: 
First of all, that Jesus Christ is Lord; and, 
secondly, that we are called upon to live 
in the twentieth century. John Wesley 
was summoned to be a faithful apostolic 
man in his day and we, too, are called to 
do the work of the evangelist in ours. 

Not long ago I came upon this defini
tion of evangelism: "The decisive con
frontation of men with the Gospel in 
Jesus Christ to the end that they may be-
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lieve in Him and believing, find life in 
His service." It is not a bad definition, 
but it hardly meets our purposes. 

Let us try, therefore, to push beyond 
this definition from the perspective of 
Jesus Christ-the Evangel. He is, indeed, 
the Evangel-the Good News-but he 
is also the Evangelist. 

1'.fay we not distinguish evangelism in 
two dimensions: first of all, implicit 
evangelism, in which Jesus Christ is the 
Evangelist; and secondly, explicit evan
gelism, in which Jesus Christ is the 
Evangel and we are the evangelists? 

Implicit evangelism may be defined as 
"the true humanization of all mankind." 
The proof of this is found not only by 
careful examination of what is going on 
in history, but is found also in the very 
nature of explicit evangelism, which is a 
setting forth of the fact that the humani
zation of all mankind is exactly what 
God both offers and demands in Jesus 
Christ. By humanization I do not at all 
mean humanism, but the summons of 
God and the power of God freely of
fered in Jesus Christ for all men truly 
to be men. For tlzis God created us; 
not to be angelic and surely not to 
be beastly. This is a way of stating 

what the Gospel is all about. All the 
mighty acts of God, as seen in the Scrip
tural record, move toward this focus on 
implicit evangelism, to be linked with 
and clarified by evangelism which is ex
plicit in terms of the more conventional 
definition cited above. 

That implicit evangelism is taking 
place in the events of history should not 
surprise us as Christians. Since Jesus 
Christ is Lord, He is Lord of All and His 
Lordship should be manifesting itself as 
in every realm of life as His realm. Since 
He is Saviour of the world, He must be 
seen as at work in all the world. Since 
He is Living Lord and Saviour, His re
deeming and reconciling work is going 
on eve1ywhere-now and at all times. 
Therefore, wherever the humanization 
of life is taking place, there-in some 
sense-the Lord is at work. I mean, that 
wherever life and hope are given, 
whether in slum clearance, economic 
betterment, better housing, prison re
form; in racial and economic justice; 
wherever there is healing for the body 
and mind, help for the alcoholic, educa
tional improvement; wherever life is 
laid down for the welfare of mankind 
-there Jesus Christ is engaged in His 
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totally redemptive task. vVherever the 
future is calling into question the past
there Jesus Christ is. Moreover, those 
persons who are engaged speciBcally in 
such activities, however unconsciously, 
are in some way the "People of God" 
and therefore His allies in implicit 
evangelism. "He tlmt is not against me is 
for me," says Jesus. Of course, tlrn Gos
pel is more tlmn healing and philan
tluopy but it at least involves these and 
many other matters. It should be clear 
tliat exactly the humanizing process I 
suggest is actually taking place, though 
never without contradiction and am
biguities. Take, for example, the oft-cited 
fact that during \i\Tesley's day there were 
nearly two hundred capital crimes in 
England; now there are none-thanks 
in considerable part to the Wesleyan 
movement. 

This suggests tlmt implicit evangelism 
goes on even where explicit evangelism 
may not be possible-behind the Iron 
Curtain, for example, or within non
Christian religions or behind the walls of 
human hearts which may seem locked 
against Jesus Christ, whether prompted 
by doubt or fear or hatred or ignorance. 
Our Lord continues to embarrass us be
cause His love is so undiscriminating 
and because His grace is so frequently 
anonymous, showing up in the most un
expected places. 

he removes the scales from their eyes, They cease to read the Bible, if at all, 
unstops their ears so that they may know out of a kind of antiquarian interest and 
what is there. We need not therefore it becomes for them the Living Word, 
arrogate to ourselves the whole work of direct address. 
evangelism. Jesus Christ is the implicit Or turn again to John 21, about some 
evangelist; we are the ell.'"Plicit evan- fishermen who had launched out on a 
gelists. spectacularly unsuccessful fishing ex-

In the four gospels, we find Jesus com- pedition. Then a stranger came along 
bining both roles. He was both the with a word of advice. We can well 
Giver of Life and the Bearer of the imagine the immediate reaction of pro
Word. We find constantly that the Deed fessional fishermen for this coaching 
of the Gospel and the Word of the from the sidelines. Then they heeded 
Gospel are intermingled. Take the situa- his suggestion and their luck suddenly 
tion of the helpless paralytic in Mark 2. changed. Here is the very figure of evan
J esus not only announced to him that his gelism-fishing. Then, soon afterwards 
sins were forgiven, but authorized him to came the explanation of the changed re
take up his bed and walk. Or in John 4, sults. It came as a confession of faith 
Jesus offered new life to the Samaritan for Peter shouted, "It is the Lordi" What 
woman and also awakened her to faith. was implicit, became explicit. 
There was, on her part, a progressive dis- Perhaps some will say that the Fourth 
covery of the identity of Jesus: a Jew; a Evangelist is not entirely reliable in 
great Jew-"greater than our father these matters. All right, let us turn to 
Jacob"; a prophet; the Messiah; Saviour the Synoptic Gospels. In all three of 
of the World. Or John 5 records the heal- them, their complete structure is built 
ing of a thirty-eight-year-old man, lame around this very point. The early chap
from birth. Afterwards, Jesus sought him ters are largely an account of the mighty 
out and "straightened out" his theology. acts of Jesus-the wondrous acts or mir
"Now that you are well again, leave your acles, all of which precisely show that 
sinful ways," he told him. In the im- God was mightily at work in the world 
mediate context Jesus observed, "My in Jesus. These events raised the ques
Father has never yet ceased his work, tion as to the identity of Jesus. On every 
and I am working too." This is the very hand the air was electric with the ques
point we are now emphasizing; that the tion, "Who is he?" His enemies asked 
Triune God is always at work in the this; his hometownsmen asked it. So did 
world, and that redemptively. his disciples; so did the crowds, John the 

Or, turn to the ninth chapter of John Baptist and Herod. Then, finally, in the 
for the account of the healing of the man climax of all three gospels, Jesus asks the 

A 
THIS is not to suggest that blind from birth. Once more the mean- question too, "Who do men say that I 
there is not much also that ing and clarification came after the am?" (The disciples suggested various 
is going on in the world that deed. Jesus sought him out after his sight replies. "But who do you say that I 
appears to be in opposition to was restored and asked him, "Have you am?") And Peter, once again, answered 
the will of God. There is such faith in the Son of Man?" The man an- for all the disciples, "You are the Christ, 

a thing as the demonic-that which will swered, "Tell me who he is, sir, that I the son of the Living God." That is, in 
not allow that Jesus Christ is lord. The should put my faith in him." "You have Jesus, as Messiah, they found the an-
force of godlessness is great, but it is seen him," said Jesus. "Indeed, it is he swer to man's deepest longings and the 
not overwhelming. The field need not, who is speaking to you.'' "Lord, I be- fulfillment of man's greatest expecta-
and indeed cannot, be surrendered to lieve," he said. tions for meaningful life. The deed pro-
the enemy. "Where sin abounds, there Need I point out that these stories voked the question and the question 
grace abounds far more exceedingly." are not mere historical recollections of called forth the explanation. Implicit 

Our very faith seems to imply and ne- what happened long ago, written to pro- evangelism is completed by ell.J>licit 
cessitate what we are calling implicit voke our wonder and envy, or perhaps evangelism. 
evangelism. Jesus Christ comes to us in even our doubts? Rather, they are shock- The first disciples understood their 
our common life because he is already ingly contemporary stories, written to Risen Lord as going before them into 
there. He is the V\lord made flesh! provoke our faitl1 now. Just as we do not Galilee, so they went to hear him wit-

A part of our task as Christians is to judge great art, but great art judges us; ness. Paul went over into Macedonia to 
discern that God through Jesus Christ so we do not finally interpret Scripture, work for the Lord who was already 
is at work in the world and to discern but Scripture interprets us. This is to evidently at work there. God was at 
where He is at work in the world. Then say that we are the dead Lazarus need- work in Athens too. In acknowledgment 
we can point out explicitly that this is ing to be called again into life. All this is of this there was erected in the Areopa-
the work of Christ and is therefore ex- what Jesus does; it may happen first and gus a statue "To an Unkown God." Paul 
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plainable only in terms of the Gospel. be explained later, but when it happens identified this God unknown as clearly 
In Greek, the word for preacher means Jesus Christ is present. He is, first of all, at work redemptively in the world :i 

town-crier, auctioneer, herald-all roles the One who acts redemptively and then through Jesus Christ. So it has been !J 

in which an important matter is pointed he is the explanation of what happens. throughout church history. He goes be- Ii : 
out clearly to the populace. They awake, These are, then, salvation stories of im- fore us into every Galilee. Missionaries ~ 1 

announce, call to decision. The preacher mense importance to evangelism in our can only understand themselves as going I/ I 

•

.. d•o•es .. n•o•t•b .. ri•n•g .. th•e•m ... so•m .. et•h•i•ng .. w .. h.ic•l•1 ... ag•e• ... Wh .. e•n .. m .. en .. a•r•e .. le•d .. t•o .. fi•n•d .. th•e•m•-.. •t•o .. s•er•v•e .. w•h•e•r•e•t•h•e .. Llolrldl1l·s .. alr .. eladly .. alt .. llilill'1·.·: ·. 

was not already there in some way, but selves in Scripture, faith takes hold. work. Their task is essentially to an-
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nounce His presence and identity. So 
likewise the evangelist's role is mainly to 
make explicit what is already implicit. 

The problem becomes, then, how can 
one tell when and where Goel is working 
among men. There are two source-docu
ments for this: the Bible and the daily 
newspaper. The latter tells us what is go
ing on; the former is the reference point 
by which what basically is going on may 
he called the "going on-ness" of God. 
Karl Barth has warned that we Cluis
lians must fall asleep neither over our 
Bibles nor over our newspapers. l\fany 
people do both. 

First of all, let us read between the 
lines of our newspapers. Surely they re
veal to us that we are living in an utterly 
new and radically different world. Nor
man Cousins, editor of Satltrday Re
view, recently editorialized on the oc
casion of the fortieth anniversary of that 
periodical. He observed that 1924 was 
"a thousand years ago." Certainly this is 
true in comparison to the way time was 
once experienced. 

This new world, we hear on every 
hand, is in revolution. This likewise is 
true. Politically speaking, we have ob
served that since '~'oriel ·war II half a 
hundred nations have attained inde
pendence. This has really taken us all 
by surprise. A part of the same world 
movement is the Negro Revolution in the 
United States. 'Vith freedom come risks 
and responsibility and these are always 
agonizing in their demands. Just because 
freedom involves responsibility many 
things occur which appear to contradict 
or even nullify independence. 

'Ve are also undergoing an intellectual 
or technological revolution. This is felt 
in all manner of scientific advance, so 
that it has been observed that twentieth
century man differs as much from nine
teenth-century man as he, in turn, differs 
from primitive man. A universe once re
garded as fixed is now seen as an ex
panding one; a sh·aight universe has 
been replaced by a curved one; a static 
universe by one moving according to the 
laws of relativity. 

'~'e experience this change in the 
everyday terms, for those of us who are 
adults have already lived in "three 
worlds." For all predecessor generations 
one wodd served for many lifetimes. Not 
so, now, when man sees the world 
around him changed dramatically, clrasti
cally, utterly. l\foreover, present-day 
man is feeling after himself in a new 
way. He is no longer the victim of cir
cumstances, whether environmental or 
psychological, but the creator of cir
cumstances. He no longer feels himself 
hound by fixed models of what humanity 
should be but brings into being new 
models. Man, intellectually free, must 
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i:A.C.L. 
"A part of or/1' task as Christians is to discern tliat God tlzmuglz Jesus Christ is at work 
in tlie world and to discern where II e is at work in the tcorld." 
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be humanly responsible. That there are 
risks and hazards in this freedom too 
cannot be denied. They are obvious. 

Thirdly, we may discern from the 
newspaper that we are all involved in 
another revolution, an urban revolution. 
For, very rapidly, the world is becoming 
one city. In the long journey of human 
settlement, there have been many kinds 
of cities. Tiie earliest was the religious 
city: it came into being as a memorial to 
men who had passed into the mystery of 
death. Priests were the first city-planners. 
But men had other needs than religious. 
They needed protection-so walled fort
ress cities came into being. They needed 
also materials-so market cities were 
established. These latter, commercial 
cities are the ones we lmow. We have 
learned to love them because they are 
the living monuments of our history; or 
these are the cities we have learned to 
hate because of their crowded slums, 
their inhuman factories, their dinginess, 
their smog; for their prostitutes and 
pimps, and their corrupt politicians; for 
the evil forces which kill our fellowmen 
in body and soul. 

But now a new city is arising. We call 
it cosmopolis-world city. It is the Cul
tural City and all that pertains to civili
zation-to total humanness-belongs to 
it. Wherever any man today lives, he has 
become urban man. Of course, the city 
which affords the broadest perspectives 
can also be oppressive; we can be lost 
in a crowd and become "unpersons," 
rather than persons, there. There are 
risks in urban habitation. 

Fourthly, we are caught up in a secu
lar revolution. Some see current de
velopments as solely the work of man. 
Moreover, the devotee of secularism 
would organize life as if there were no 
God. But even Dietrich Bonhoeff er, de
vout Christian that he was, states that, 
"Almost all of us conduct our lives for 
all practical purposes as if God did not 
exist." Secularism is idolatry; but Chris
tianity is the religion of secularization 
that claims all life for God. Ours is a 
faith in the "Word made flesh." There
fore, the Christian must out-secularize 
the secularist and beat him at what he 
thinks is his own game. The secular 
mood has its risks but they are the risks 
of man who has been made responsible 
before God. 

Now the point of all this is that the 
Christian sees these changes in some way 
as the work of God. Surely it is not open 
to him to conclude that man is the au
thor of all change, for that is secularism; 
nor Satan, for that would rob God of 
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his Lordship over all. The Christian sees 
the political revolution as God setting 
His people free. The scientific or intel
lectual revolution is understood as God 
asserting His Lordship over the whole 
world. The urban revolution may be 
seen as the coming of a city with founda
tions which the man of faith has always 
sought, "Whose builder and maker is 
God." The secular revolution is God's 
summons of man to adulthood, the ful
flllment of the Psalmist's faith: "Thou 
hast given man dominion over the works 
of thy hands" and of Paul's faith: "Every
thing is in your hands." All these are 
ways of God's loving the world, of the 
world "holding together" in Christ. 
Carlyle once spoke cynically of God 
sitting in heaven and doing nothing. 
George Bernard Shaw, on the other 
hand, advised, "Beware of the man 
whose God is in heaven." He is, rather, 
at work in the world, especially in the 
great issues and trends of history. We 
Christians should not be surprised at 
this. Either we expect it when we pray, 
"Thy will be done on earth," or this 
prayer is the most frequently repeated 
blasphemy that ever leaves the lips of 
man. 

The daily newspaper also suggests that 
God is also mightily at work in His 
Church in our day, offering it complete 
renewal. At precisely the time when He 
is the author of political revolution, He 
is bringing about ecumenical renewal. 
At exactly the period of intellectual rev
olution, we are experiencing the most 
drastic theological renewal since the 
Reformation. Just at the time of urban 
revolution, a liturgical revival is sweep
ing across all the churches. Incidentally, 
the word for liturgist in Greek means 
"director of public works." How rele
vant can you get? Precisely at the time 
of the secular revolution, there is oc
curring a renewal among the laity, the 
new secular clergy responsible for carry
ing the Gospel into the world of every
dayness. 

All four of these trends within the 
Church are taking place without respect 
to denomination. They are occurring 
with such a universality and such a 
simultaneity that it is inescapable to con
clude that all this is the work of the Holy 
Spirit in our midst. 

Not only is God plainly at work in the 
world in our day; and in the Church; 
but also, as always, in the hearts of men. 
The human condition is sinful, but how 
is this sinfulness experienced in our day? 
Contemporary art and drama, as well as 
the daily newspaper, may be our source 

for this. Is not sin experienced as pro
found separation of man-from himself, 
from others, from God? Seferiades, the 
Nobel prize poet, likens men to a shat
tered figure in an ancient Grecian urn: 

"How hard to collect 
the thousand fragments 
of each and every man!" 

and does not man also experience sin by 
knowing the oppression of the past; that 
is, by a heavy burden of guilt-guilt in 
general without any bill of particulars? 
And is he not also oppressed by the 
threat of the future-by what may hap
pen? Anxiety is called "the secret wound 
of modem man." He is also confused by 
meaninglessness and emptiness of the 
present: 'What is the point of it all?" 

These are a negative statement of 
man's inner condition and they all carry 
appalling social consequences with them. 
The awareness of these too is the work 
of God who shines the searchlight of His 
love upon us, revealing the secrets in 
the darlmess of the depths of our being. 
But they may be stated positively, for 
man is a seeker: 

He seeks: for participation in a 
divided world; 
for freedom in a cut
off world; 
for possibility in an 
oppressive world; 
for signiBcance in an 
aimless world. 

In a word, He seeks for integrity, for 
freedom, for hope and for dignity. All 
these longings are of God, who places a 
restlessness in our hearts which can be 
satisfied only in Him. As Pascal has it, 
we would not seek God if we had not 
already found Him. 

In his weakness and sin man tends 
either to seek to be more than man or 
less than man. It is enough for him to 
be man. We find Bonhoeffer saying: 
'While we are trying to grow beyond 
our manhood, to leave the man behind 
us, God becomes man and we have to 
recognize that God wishes us men too to 
be real men." Or hear Bultmann: "Salva
tion is nothing else than the realization 
of that destined goal of life and selfhood 
which are both God's will for man and 
man's own real intention for himself, 
though corrupted by sin." What better 
way lo honor the Creator than to be the 
noblest of creatures, man, as He intends 
us to be? In his heart of hearts man longs 
for his lost manhood. We find W. H. 
Auden expressing this better than almost 
anyone else, through the mouths of the 
three wise men in his "For the Time 
Being." They state, each in his turn, 
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their reasons for following the star: "To 
discover how to be buthful"; "To dis
cover how to be living"; "To discover 
how to be loving." Then all three con
clude in chorus: 

"To discover how to be 
human now 
Is the reason we follow 
this star." 

Mankind seeks finally for trne but lost 
Humanity. 

This is what we mean by implicit 
crnngelism: God is at work in Ch1ist 
eve1ywhere: in the world, in the Church, 
in the heart of man-working for the 
humanization of all mankind. Our task 
is, I repeat, explicit evangelism. The 
Christian's role is that of Interpreter or 
Indicator-he points out that what of 
significance is happening in and around 
man is the deed of God in Christ. His
tory can only be understood meaning
fully in the light of Jesus Christ and His 
love. 

This is the perspective of evangelism 
for this hour. I do not minimize its diffi
culty but I simply say that without some 
such a perspective evangelism is an im
possible task. Impossible because other
wise we would presume ourselves to 
have the full responsibility for evan
gelism. We have seen Jesus Christ both 
as implicit Evangelist and Evangel. By 
pointing out that this Evangel is the 
meaning of what is happening in nature 
and history, we play our own role as ex
plicit evangelists. 

W'e have spent a long time on the 
daily newspaper. Let us come now to the 
other source-book of Christian living: 
the Bible. Here we need only for the 
moment to hear one word of Jesus: "I 
am come that they may have life and that 
they may have it in all its fullness." This 
is what the Bible is really saying. It 
is a way of eiq)l'essing what I have 
termed the humanization of all mankind. 
God's chief purpose and man's chief end 
are one and the same and they are em
bodied in Jesus Christ. They are also 
freely offered in Christ to everyone. 

The Christian knows a secret: that 
God has summed up all things in Christ. 
In Him is meaning. He, therefore, is the 
answer to life's ultimate questions. Re
gardless of the way man may view his 
real concerns at any given period of his
tory, his final question will have to do 
with meaning. This question will only 
occur to him at the deepest level when 
all ordinary meaning seems to have 
vanished. Then the \Vord of the Cross 
will speak to him, for it ·is the apparent
ly meaningless, but is in fact the only 
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clue to the meaning of life. It says that 
to live life you must give life and that 
this is the meaning of life. Thus the 
stmy of the Cross becomes the story of 
our lives. The early Christians saw this 
very clearly; for when their own cruci
fixion was required they understood this 
in the light of the crucifixion of Jesus, 
the Christ. The Cross becomes the point 
of reference, therefore, by which im
plicit evangelism becomes explicit. It is 
the hint that this is the way the universe 
is and always has been. In this light the 
word, "the Lamb slain from the founda
tions of the world,'' may be understood. 
\Ve can then affirm that apparent mean
inglessness becomes meaning itself. The 
Word of God gives us courage to do just 
this for it is both the permission and 
power God gives us to live our lives. 

H
ow WOULD one make the Gos

pel eirplicit to a kind of 
composite man, say, in a po
litically revolutionary land; 
a man with scientific train

ing; a city-planner by profession and 
completely secular? Let us assume that 
he suffers from the sin of modern man: 
separation; guilt; anxiety; emptiness. Let 
us assume also that he is pouring out his 
life in plans for urban renewal. Could 
we not on the authority of the Gospel 
affirm to him that life is one, so gathering 
its fragments together; that all is ap
proved, so offering forgiveness; that the 
future is open and filled with possibility, 
so offering hope; that the very act of 
pouring out his life in frustration is in 
fact the meaning of his life? Then could 
we not tell him the story of Jesus, called 
the Christ, who has undergone every 
experience which is this man's and who 
authorizes and empowers him to live his 
life, for the whole universe stands be
hind him? Jesus Christ is God's guar
antee of that fact. Then he might for 
the first time see his life as significant 
and that, as a city-planner, he is en
gaged in the work of God. 

\Vhat of repentance? \~That of the new 
birth? To these questions I should reply 
that to see that God is at work where 
we were not before aware that He is 
at work is a principal aspect of repen
tance. Recall the penitent Jacob: "Surely 
the Lord was in this place and I knew 
it not." Moreover, to act on the authority 
of Jesus Christ to live and to respond to 
His empowerment to do so is the new 
birth. 

[ 271] 11 



by JAMES M. WALL 

THE CHURCH 
AND THE CINEMA 

Who is the better missionary to today's world? The Rev. 
Mr. Wall is editor of "The Christian Advocate." 
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A recent headline in a British religious 
journal asks: "\Vho are the modern 
preachers?" Twenty years ago, such an 
article would have listed the names of 
famous evangelists or prominent clergy
men. But this headline was followed by 
a detailed discussion of modern drama. 

Variety, b"ade journal of the entertain
ment indushy, devoted several columns 
in its 31st anniversary issue to an ex
amination of increased church interest in 
the secular film. Theatre managers 
once dreaded a visit from a local clergy
man, fearing a threat of boycott. Today, 
ministers are among their best custom
ers. Many sermons refer as often to 
Swedish film Director Ingmar Bergman 
as they do to Albert Schweitzer. 

:Movies, in short, are finally being 
recognized as evangelistic tools. Church
men are pointing to the products of 
Hollywood as potential for understand
ing the grace and judgment of God. 
Movie-going, once frowned on as an in
dulgence-or even a sin-is now seen as 
an opporhmity to experience a new di
mension of life. 

This growing rapproachement be
tween church and cinema was not 
planned. Like so many creative events 
in the Church's history, it represents the 
fusing of two distinct, but separate de
velopments, one artistic, the other re
ligious. During the past two decades, 
the motion picture has begun to emerge 
as an art form. Most Hollywood prod
ucts, of course, are still commercially 
oriented, and the majority of our con
temporary films are still produced for 
entertainment. But, enough art shines 
through the commercial glitter for us 
to clearly discern a trend. 

In the religious world, the Church 
has begun to look outside itself for 
indications that God is speaking. Indeed, 
some observers suggest that ours is a . 
secular age which has overthrown its 
dependence on "religious" language and 
forms. This means that the truth that 
God presented in Christ is being re-pre
sented at points and moments in histo1y 
other than, and in addition to, the con
ventionally religious. Hence, perceptive 
Christian critics suggest that the film 
artist grappling with a vision of truth 
provides us with an evocative experience 
of God's \~Tord, even though his intent 
may not be explicitly religious. 

The film as art, and the· church seek
ing truth in the secular-two di
vergent streams in our hist01y-merge 
to provide us with the present union 
between church and cinema. Utilizing 
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this merger is a task of evangelism, for 
if the Christian finds God at work in 
the world, he is obligated to convey this 
information to his neighbor. But to do 
so, he must develop the ability to recog
nize which Blms are actually his allies. 

An example of how difficult this recog
nition can be is found in a recent 
American Blm, The Americanization of 
Emily. On the surface, this seems to be 
a story that is the antithesis of every
thing we consider Christian. Scenes of 
explicit immorality are presented with
out negative judgment. Indeed, it comes 
dangerously close to violating that part 
of Hollywood's own Production Code 
which says, "No Blm shall infer that 
casual or promiscuous sex relationships 
are the accepted or common thing." 

But Americanization is a film with a 
vision of truth. Its particular vision
to which it is faithful throughout-is 
that an honest coward is preferable to a 
phony hero. Charlie Madison, the cen
tral figure in the Blm, continually re
minds Emily, his British sweetheart, that 
a man is called to be himself, not to fol
low inauthentically some grand set of 
ideals. He condemns a war widow for 
attempting to pretend that war is noble 
in order to assuage her grief. Acceptance 
of the absurdity of war and the love of 
life is certainly a more "Christian" stance 
than an unreal idealization of death. As 
someone has suggested, Socrates sto
ically accepted death, while Jesus indi
cated his love for life by weeping and 
agonizing over his impending end. 

The Christian should see Americaniza
tion in terms of its primary vision, and 
not permit its background immorality 
to disturb him. A Blm whose primary 
focus is on a vision of truth should be 
permitted the freedom to paint its own 
backdrop to support that focus. An 
honest portrayal of luxury-loving officers 
in wartime England had to include 
reference to their sexual exploits, other
wise the background of Charlie Madi
son's vision would ·have been incomplete. 

Of course, in a film like Kiss Me 
Stupid, where the primary vision is on 
the pleasures of adultery, the Christian 
critic recognizes a distortion of truth. 
This Billy Wilder film is dishonest be
cause the film's focus is upon an un
truth, and therefore it deserves Chris
tian censure. 

The primary focus of a Blm helps the 
Christian determine if the director suc
ceeds as an artist. 'f.he parables of Jesus 
are to be read in much the same manner, 
since each has one, or possibly two, 
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primary teaching points. If we try to 
force every detail of the parable to fit 
our conception of morality or truth, we 
find ourselves pushing events and char
acters in molds they cannot fit. Cer
tainly, in the Parable of the Workers in 
the Vineyard, the workers who came at 
dawn and who received the same wages 
as those who came at dusk have a legiti
mate complaint. We would have to agree 
with the eight-hour man that his em
ployer cheated him. But if we focus OD 

this portion of the parable, we \vill have 
missed the central teaching point of the 
parable. Jesus was not concerned, in this 
instance, with union contracts. Rather, 
he was focusing on God's love bestowed 
equally on each man. 

We find the same problem in explain
ing the ill temper of the judge who came 
to the door only because of the widow's 
importunity, or the excessive anger of 
the master at his timid employee who 
buried his money rather than risk losing 
it. The focus of these parables teach a 
truth to which the background details 
offer DO direct contribution other than 
to serve as an authentic setting for the 
story. 

The need for understanding a film's 
focus is further illustrated by comparing 
adultery oriented Send Me No Flowers 
with La Dolce Vita. In Flowers, Rock 
Hudson thinks he is going to die and at
tempts to place his wife with another 
man. He does not die, of course, and 
the film ends with Rock and wife Doris 
Day happily reunited. The focus of this 
film is upon the potential for adultery 
(never actualized), thus providing a 
constant stream of titilating. situations. 
Since adultery (actual or contemplated) 
is not a happy experience, the film is dis
honest, and deserves. our severest dis
approval. The film is not bad because 
it treats adultery, but because its pri
maiy focus is on the pleasures of 
adultery. The fact that no adultery is 
actually consummated is a sop for the 
moralists. Since, "everyone who looks at 
a woman lustfully has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart," the Chris
tian knows this film's attempts at humor 
are salacious and despicable. 

La Dolce Vita, on the other hand, 
focuses on the inability of a newspaper 
reporter to communicate with others. 
Marcello Mastroianni stumbles through 
a series of episodes, most of them im
moral, searching for meaningful contact, 
for personal fulBllment, for some indica
tion that he is not alone. He fails to find 
any of these, because he seeks only to 

take, never to give. As the film focuses 
OD Marcello's quest, it, by necessity, ex
amines decadent living. But it does so 
in order to carry out its central purpose. 

The Christian who critically views La 
Dolce Vita can discover what is meant 
by Jesus' words, "He who finds his life 
will lose it, and he who loses his life 
for my sake will find it." The viewer who 
enters fully into the experience of this 
film will find a word of judgment and 
potential grace quite consistent with this 
admonition. 

As the relationship between church 
and cinema deepens, Christians will 
have to sharpen their critical faculties. 
They will want to learn how to permit 
an artist to pursue his vision with what
ever means he feels are legitimate. If 
his vision is faulty, and his means inap
propriate; the Christian will discover this 
by comparing the film vision with his 
own understanding of reality as he has 
experienced it in Jesus Christ. This 
Christ-centered awareness of reality is 
finally our norm of judgment for viewing 
the secular film. The resonance of that 
life in Galilee continues to resound 
through our own moments of decision
making when we are called upon to 
choose life under God, or death for our
selves. That is, the historic Christ chose 
God in spite of the evidence to the con
trary. 'Ve are called upon to make that 
same choice, for in so choosing-against 
all apparent evidence-we will then be 
choosing to live. 

Some films b·eat the Christ theme 
more explicitly than others. The typical 
Bible film, of course, fails miserably to 
relate us to Christ, for it merely tells 
a story of a first-century miracle worker 
who walked about with a beard and 
white bathrobe. On the other' hand, a 
film that re-presents the Christ story in 
modern dress is Edge of the City, a tale 
of violence on the docks in New York 
harbor. Sidney Poitier's love for his 
friend, played by John Cassavetes, leads 
to Poitier's brutal murder, but also to 
his friend's ultimate redemption. 

Some of our secular film artists seek 
to portray truth. The Christian has ex
perienced truth within a community 
rooted in the historic event of Christ. 
Our modern evangelistic task is to 
critically and affectionately link together 

· these two experiences of truth. In doing 
so, we must not force the filmmaker into 
a pre-conceived pattern of how he will 
evoke truth. Rather, we must enter with 
him on his quest for God's Word spoken 
in a secular setting. 
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:Many of us were challenged to vo
cational decision by men who inter
preted "full time Christian service" as 
meaning either the ministry or the mis
sion field. 'Ve know now that "full time 
service" is the only kind a Christian can 
give. 'Ve know also that whatever vo
cation one chooses leads to the mission 
field. A minister is a missionary; it is 
false to speak as if you could be one or 
the other. Doctors, teachers, engineers 
are all missionaries when they see life 
as a self-giving for others. A missionmy 
is a man who lives with God for others. 
All of our distinctions fall down here. 
To be a Christian living in the world 
is to be a missionary. 

For me, the mission Reid is where I 
am. The frontiers of mission are all 
around me. Because I am an ordained 
minister, my particular mission is to my 
church and to the community in which 
I live. "tviission is the meaning and pur
pose, the fire and power of my ministry. 

Young people engaged in serious dis
cussion inevitably raise the question of 
the fate of the non-Christian who has 
had no opportunity to hear the gospel. 
The question indicates a real concern 
about the uniqueness of Christ. But the 
practical answer would recognize that 
this hypothetical pagan is a vanishing 
breed. Even more urgent and seldom 
ever asked is the question about all of 
those who have had numerous oppor
tunities to hear the gospel. 'Vhat shall 
become of them? 

In our time the institutional church 
is a very important mission frontier. It 
is perhaps the most urgent Reid of all. 
The man who is ordained into the Meth
odist ministry is appointed by his bishop 
to his first mission field, sent not to those 
who ·have never heard, but to those who 
have heard but have not believed. His 
work is to interpret the vVord of God 
plainly in many ways that men of this 
generation may understand it and l..'Tiow 
the freedom of commitment. In order 
to do this work, one needs a missionary 
imagination. 

How can we speak so that men shall 
understand what we say? As a worker 
in another land must learn the language 
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The Ministry A~/a 
"Who ar.J tire 11eople for whom tire clwrch has little 111ea11i11g? What 
ca11 we do here to demo11strate the co11ccrn and love of Christ?" 

"The man wlzo is ordained into the Mctl1odist ministry is appointed by 
his bisl1op to lzis first mission field, sent not to those who have never heard, 
but to those who have T1eard but have not believed." 
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by SAM M. CLARK, JR. 

The Rev. Mr. Clark is pastor of the Inner 
City Methodist Church, Savannah, Georgia. 

Missionary Vocation 

"Awareness of com1riunity problems and needs leads to new forms of church participation in 
the life of the world." 



THE MINISTRY 
AS A MISSIONARY VOCATION 

CONTINUED 

of the people, so we must learn the 
language of our congregations that we 
may translate the scripture for them. 
A tlmrough knowledge of the Bible 
must be balanced with a deep perception 
of the culture in which we live. This 
means study and a new effort on the 
part of the clergy to listen to what the 
people are saying to us. 

I watched a lady deliver Christmas 
groceries to a needy family. She lec
tured the mother about her responsibili
ties to bring her children to church 
and went her way. She had taken them a 
turkey too large for the oven and 
delicacies that they could not use and 
did not really want. She had missed 
completely in making contact with the 
real needs of the people. She had made 
a gesture, followed a formalized pattern 
of charity, but did not really know the 
situation of those she sought to help. 
Her gifts were appreciated, but un
usable. 

The missionary-minister must first of 
all come to know the people he serves. 
We can so easily walk through the 
stylized patterns of our work but fail 
to make contact with people. Mission 
begins in listening-listening to God and 
to the people around us. Missionary 
Christianity begins with people, not with 
forms, however hallowed by tradition 
those forms may be. 

Some will find themselves preaching 
at the lake before the boats push off 
from land; some will find worship to 
be most meaningful at some other hour 
than eleven on Sunday morning; some 
will venture in new directions we have 
not yet conceived because they care 
about people. In the Inner City situation 
where I work we have experienced very 
meaningful worship in dwelling units 
of the large housing project near us. 

The missionary learns the language, 
interprets the gospel in preaching and 
worship, and teaches. Men must be able 
to come to grips themselves with scrip
ture and theology. The formation of 
small groups for study and deeper fel
lowship is a part of our mission task. A 
large portion of the congregation in 
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every church has had little opportunity 
to explore the meaning of church mem
bership and the Christian faith. A dis
ciplined group of learners or many such 
groups is essential to the life of the 
congregation. 

Listening leads outside traditional 
church forms altogether to new forms of 
missionary witness in the community on 
the part of the minister and the congre
gation. What needs to be done here? 
What is wrong with our community life? 
Who are the people for whom the 
church has little meaning? What can we 
do here to demonstrate the concern and 
love of Christ? These are the questions 
asked by the minister who sees his 
neighborhood in the light of his under
standing of the Christian mission. And 
here we cannot presume to know the an
swers to our questions. The answers 
emerge out of committed involvement in 
the life of the world outside our sanc
tuary doors. 

In my community very few youth 
finish high school. The vast majority 
drop out before graduation. So the 
church offers a study hall in which 
tutorial assistance and reference mate
rials are available to young people who 
are failing. A club for older people who 
live in lonely isolation has begun. The 
church is host to an Alcoholics Anony
mous group. Athletics, dances, camping 
programs, clothing distribution-all of 
these have become a part of the mission
ary outreach of the church to the com
munity. 

Awareness of community problems 
and needs leads to new forms of church 
participation in the life of the world. 
'Why do we do these things?" some 
have asked. "To get members?" No, 
this is not the primary reason. We do 
them because they need to be done, 
and no one is doing them. It is the na
ture of missionary Christians to give 
themselves for others so that the lives of 
others may be lifted up and strength
ened. That is the only real answer. The 
gospel is lived out in concrete acts of 
concern and love for others. 

Mission has no unchangeable tech-

niques and patterns. Missionary wit
ness takes shape around the needs of a 
particular community. Where trouble, 
sorrow, and problems are recognized, the 
church surrounds those needs with its 
presence and seeks by its love . to bear 
witness to the transforming power of 
Christ. The missionary church cannot 
let its structures for witness become 
frozen and rigid. Being sensitive to its 
community, the church is able to de
velop an elastic program which fits the 
changing patterns of our time. 

Living in a time of rapid change and 
insecurity the minister has many oppor
tunities for missionary witness in the 
place he works. He carries within him
self both the deep strength of his faith 
and a perceptive awareness of the weak
nesses and fears of human life in the 
world. So he is able to identify with his 
world and yet to be free for God and 
for others within that identification. He 
can speak to men plainly out of his deep 
involvement in human life and out of 
the resources of his faith. He truly has 
a missionary vocation. His life is lived 
on the frontier where Christian faith 
meets idolatry. 

The minister today must see himself 
as one whose first duty in the church is 
to train and to equip the laity for their 
missionary service in the world. The 
pastor of a church is only one missionary 
among many. A very important part of 
his vocation is to help all those whom 
he serves to realize and to implement 
their own calling to mission. There must 
be new structures for training within the 
church and new patterns of self-giving 
outside the church if we are all to live a 
missionary life in this world. 

I know now that I am a missionary 
and a minister-a missionary first along
side a11 those who recognize God's call 
to let their lives be given for the world. 
Then I am a minister for my call to live 
for others has led me to work with God 
within the structure of the church. We 
are all God's missionary people, each 
taking up the tasks and work to which 
God leads us and there finding our own 
particular mission field. · 
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by \\7illia111 Blair Gould 

WILL COVENTRY SUCCEED? 
Few visitors would dispute Coventry Cathedral's proud claim to be "a monument to a great new era." 

'Vithin three years of its consecration on May 25, 1962, the violent reaction against the design of the 
new cathedral seems forgotten. Sir Basil Spence, the architect, recalls, "I have received 700 letters about 
my design. Eighty per cent of them were rude-the rest very rude." From the Epstein sculpture of St. 
Michael triumphant over the Devil which guards the entrance to the great porch, to the immense hand
woven tapestry by Sutherland of Christ in Judgement which dominates the cathedral from the chancel, 
this mighty church reveals in glass, steel and stone a new age of artistic accomplishment expressing 
the gl01y of God. In grandeur and variety, no aspect has been omitted. A boulder from the Holy Land 
provides a baptismal font illumined by a magnificent sunburst ·window and the dramatic Chapel of Christ 
in Gethsemane is framed by a crown of thorns. The major beliefs and Sacraments of the Christian faith 
are declared throughout the great building. Each window of the nave that faces the altar expresses part 

(CONTINUED} 
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71LL C0,7ENTRY 

SUCCEED? 

"The Chapel of Industry lias replaced 
the guild chapels of the old cathedral 
and broken their limited prewar pattern 
of perfunctory service." 
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the life which is to come and is spaced Sharing in Cathedral Drama projects, 
by a tablet of Scripture. Further, the especially the Porch Plays 
Chapel of Unity, the Chapel of Industry, Community Service-including helping 
and the International Student House de- with holiday courses for children and a 
clare three essential concerns of its min- variety of other tasks in the community." 
istry: unity, revelance to society, and Admittedly, the words "a variety of 
reconciliation. other tasks in the community" may de-

"It would be less than honest to sug- scribe important work, but a large pro
gest that before 1940 the Cathedral and portion of the service outlined seems 
what it stood for were of prime impor- limited to recommending the virtues of 
tance to the city and its people; its the Cathedral facilities. Could this be 
moment of destruction was its finest another usual answer to an unusual 
hour." The terrible judgment of this con- need? 
fession is at the heart of Coventry's de- There is a gap of twenty-four years 
termination that the new Cathedral shall separating the centuries of tradition from 
be a personalizing and reconciling center the new life of Coventry. A gap that has 
for the total community about it. As a separated the "we have always done 
symbol of this ministJ·y of reconciliation this" from "we must do this." Canon F. 
the words "Father Forgive" were carved A. D. Kelsey of Coventry was interested 
on the east wall of the gutted fourteenth- to discover that the revolutionary ex
cenhny cathedral behind the Cross of periments the Cathedral was attempting 
scorched timbers which was raised found support and encouragement from 
above the rubble of the High Altar. The outside the formal church, from Chris-
words are not only for those involved tian men in industry, while the sterne~t 
in the raid of Nazi bombers that No- opposition came from a small section 
vember night in 1940. "We mean, Father, within the church. The Cathedral, 
wipe out the wrong in the past of us through the Chapel of Industry, or the 
all," the Provost explains, "and let us all Chapel of Christ the Servant, reached 
be held fast to the vision of what we out to the technological community of 
can become in the future." Coventry and found instead of long-time 

The humility and compassion of the indifference, a warm interest. 
prayer for mankind that arose from the \ll/hen the Reformation destroyed the 
ruins of Coventry was answered in a monasteries, it <lesb·oyed creative centers 
work of expiation that carried the new of culture, education, welfare servkes, 
cathedral beyond the circle of its diocese and medicine. The parochial system 
to become an international shrine. A which replaced these great ecclesiastical 
party of German students worked with centers was adequate for the needs of 
their own hands for a year to rebuild the small local parishes but was outdistanced 
bombed vestries of the old cathedral as by the growth and demands of the In
an international student center. The dustrial Revolution and again by the 
Cathedral officials wisely realized that urban revolution of the twentieth cen-
the work for reconciliation and unity will tury. The Cathedral officials, having 
always become in the space of a few traced this history, believe that Coventry 
years the prime responsibility within is perfectly established to provide once 
their own nations and confessions of more a creative center for the Midlands. 
the young churchmen. There has been The Chapel of Industry has replaced 
a hungry response to this outreach, and the guild chapels of the old cathedral 
the international, intenacial, and inter- and broken their limited prewar pattern 
confessional minisby of the Center has of perfunctory services. Coventry and 
involved over 500 young people in serv- the city officials are making a deter
ice and study since 1962. Surely this is mined effort to reach understanding and 
a great mission. Yet the pamphlet which muhrnl involvement in a vital ministry 
describes the program of the two-week relevant to all levels of the society of 
time of service and study offers the fol- the city and to its men at work, what-
lowing list: ever their denominational commitment. 

''\iVorship, Bible Study and Discussion Many workers of free church persuasion 
for the first half of each morning fol- still feel ill at ease in the Cathedral 
lowed by a variety of services including: setting, and will go to their own services 
Welcoming visitors to the Cathedral rather than the afternoon "People's 
Introducing visitors to the Chapel of Service" open to them at the Cathedral. 
Unity and its work The Cathedral is also realistic enough to 
Serving in the Cathedral Bookshop acknowledge that the average working 
Helping in the International Centre and man still gives his loyalty to his place of 
Cathedral Refectory work and his political club long before 
Meeting and helping with visiting school he considers his parish. Nevertheless, 
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headway has been made and the old at
titude of polite indifference challenged. 

According to the Provost of Coventry, 
most of the opposition to the ministry of 
the cathedral is directed against experi
ments in Christian unity. 

Inside the west door of the Cathedral, 
to the left of an area described as "a 
large and rather amorphous space," is 
the Chapel of Unity, an almost detached 
struchire of twelve sides where "all 
creeds are invited to stand before one 
God." It is at the same time a beautiful 
expression of the Cathedral's declaration 
of Christian unity, and evidence that 
its missionary impulse has been halted 
by denominational exclusiveness. Ad
ministered by an interconfessional coun
cil, the chapel is open to all who wish 
to hold services there, according to their 
own rites, including the celebration of 
Communion, but these same persons are 
not welcome as celebrants or communi
cants within the chancel of the Cathe
dral. The Anglican tradition of closed 
Communion has placed Covenb·y in the 
untenable position shared by all who, 
with the greatest good will, offer sepa
rate but equal facilities. The recon
ciliation celebrated by the Chapel of 
Unity is mocked by the fact of its ex
istence. 

Until the Christian denominations 
welcomed to the Cathedral are invited 
to receive as one people the great Sac
rament of Reconciliation-the Holy 
Communion-and the Chapel of Unity 
assumes its intended place with the 
Chapel of Industry as a further expres
sion of the common faith focused in the 
great altar, Coventry, by offering a stone 
when asked for bread, will remain only 
a monument to reconciliation and unity 
among Christians. 

"It would be better if church buildings 
were magically built for one generation 
:1lone," said Bishop Bayne to the Coven
l;y congregation, "so that each genera
tion liad to face its own vocation." 

Indeed, the destruction of the old 
Cathedral seemed to liberate the Church 
of Coventry. The challenge to be identi
fied as a mission instead of as a monu
ment is shared by every Christian con
gregation that has raised a building. 

It has been just a generation since 
the city and Cathedral officials pledged 
to build a great new church as an in
strument of reconciliation. Its time of 
testing has come. Cathedral officials 
have marked that visitors are asking 
more and more questions about the min
istry of the Cathedral and fewer about 
its physical construction. The monument 
has been established; the ministry has 
begun; the mission is to be fulfilled. 

JUNE 1965 

"The Cathedral officials ... believe tliat Coventry is perfectly established to provide 
once more a creative center for the l:...Jidlands." This is a drama being performed in 
the Cathedral. 
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"FREEWHEELING" 
MISSION 

TO YOUNG ADULTS 
by TED MclLVENNA 

In San Francisco, a ministry to young adults in the city is trying out new 
forms and approaches to mission. The Rev. Mr. Mcllvenna is director of the 
San Francisco Young Adult Project. 
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A young man in a sports car self-con
sciously dliving up California Street to
wards Nob Hill. A young secretary 
pulling her coat around her neck as 
protection against a chilly fog as she 
hurries to her first job in the commercial 
district. A high school dropout leaning 
against the lamp post in the :Mission Dis
trict waiting for something, not quite 
:knowing what it is or when it will come. 
Couples sitting on pillows in a North 
Beach Coffee House straining to hear 
eve1y word of a jazz poet complete with 
beard, sandals and bongo drums. Stu
dents on their way to colleges, trade 
schools or extension courses. Two sailors 
at the Greyhound Bus Depot engaged 
in conversation with a pair of young 
girls obviously just arrived in the city, 
their eyes shining with hope for the 
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future. A line of youth outside an auto 
agency with placards protesting dis
criminatory hiring practices. In the Ten
derloin young men wearing make-up and 
beauty parlor hairdos conversing with 
young women sporting short, cropped 
hair, leather boots and jackets and wear
ing jeans. Beatnik, neatnik, drifters, de
linquents, unwed mothers, stylish secre
taries, busy students, deviants, young ex
ecutives. All these are young adults, 
but more important they are persons 
who are in the years of young adult
hood. 

How does the church serve these 
young persons? "7bat does the church 
have to say to them? The Young Adult 
Project in San Francisco was set up as 
an attempt to answer these questions. 

HOW IT BEGAN 
In 1961 the Division of Local Church 

of the Board of Education of The Meth
odist Church appointed a team of staff 
persons to do a study of the church's 
ministry to older youth and young 
adults. The San Francisco Project is one 
of a number of action-research projects 
developed as a result of that study. In 
1962 the Board of Education, the 
·woman's Division, and the Glide Foun
dation combined financial resources to 
set up an action-research project in San 
Francisco. In January of 1963 Ted Mc
Ilvenna was hired to direct the project. 
His task was to find out about young 
adults in the City of San Francisco, 
discern their nature and need, and to 
attempt new approaches in meeting that 
need. The Project was lodged with the 
San Francisco United Methodist Mis
sion, but was not related to any local 
church. It was defined as a free-wheel
ing community operation. Experiments 
were to be tried and evaluated, and then 
the Project was to move on to other ex
periments. "7bat was discovered was 
then to be interpreted to the church 
and the community at large. 

THE PROJECT METHODOLOGY 
The first six months were spent in 

looking, listening and learning. If the 
nature and need of young adults was to 
be found out it was necessary to find 
the answers from the young adults them
selves. This meant going where young 
adults went, eating where young adults 
ate, reading books that young adults 
read, visiting residences where young 
adults lived, learning how young adults 
found jobs, discovering what young 
adults valued, and in general defining 
what community resources were avail
able to young adults. As a result of this 
initial study Mr. Mcllvenna was in a 
position to work with a committee of 
the United Fund and to help them plan 
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and publish a "Directory of Community 
Resources for Young Adults" to be 
placed in residence halls, churches, 
agencies, bus depots, coffee houses, 
stores, and anywhere else that young 
adults might pick them up and find them 
useful. 

The initial study brought to light a 
number of interesting facts. In San 
Francisco two out of five people are 
under thirty years of age, and one out 
of five is a young adult. By the year 
1970 the 18-24 age group in the United 
States will have increased by sixty-four 
per cent, while the entire population \vill 
have increased only seventeen per cent 
over the 1960 census figures. On the 
West Coast and in the Bay Area it is 
anticipated that the young adult popu
lation increase will be 100 per cent. The 
young adult age group is growing and 
will continue to grow, especially in 
California. With this growth will come 
major problems of accommodation in 
housing, education, employment, recrea
tion and many other areas. 

In San Francisco less than five per 
cent of the young adults are related to 
churches or other social and health agen
cies in any way. This is especially 
alarming when we realize that the gen
eral strain of this period of life is greater 
than any other period. In spite of the 
propaganda put out by the Chamber of 
Commerce to the effect that San Fran
cisco is the city that ''knows how," and 
that more young adults would rather 
live in San Francisco than any other 
city in the United States, San Francisco 
is no City of God for the young adult. 
The classic forms of personal disorgani
zation-alcoholism, delinquency, divorce 
-are documented as being dispropor
tionately high in this city. In the Bay 
Area, figures on suicide, the grossest 
form of personal rejection of society, are 
startling. 

Although San Francisco is tradition
ally well known for its cosmopolitan 
color and bohemian flavor, it becomes 
evident that the city does not present 
to young adults a bolstering milieu for 
productive living. San Francisco, like 
other cities, is not a community; it is a 
geographical coincidence of numberless 
confrontations of isolated individual 
with isolated individual. The young 
adult population of the modern urban 
metropolis share neither beliefs, values, 
or experiences (except that of isolation). 
Most young adult urbanites are not 
people possessed of a culture; they are 
only people running on a coordinated 
schedule. The city is fragmented and 
the individuals who move about within 
it do so unaware of all but some few 
tiny fragments. 

The most characteristic thing about 

the San Francisco Young Adult Project 
has been its ability to move freely in the 
community, discover the needs of per
sons and then respond to those needs. 
Examples of this are as follows: 
1. Since the twentieth century city is 
not a city by design, the young adult 
coming to the city seldom gains a per
spective, an overview, of what the city 
is all about and how he fits into it. At 
best, he is likely simply to find for him
self one way that works and rest content 
in the gradual enlargement of his own 
lot. This may not be the very best way 
to negotiate life's journey. Its real 
tragedy is demonstrated by the many 
lost en route. The crisis and confusion 
experienced by the vast majority of 
young adults who finally make satisfac
tory adjustments, combined with those 
who do not, suggests the need for im
mediate and continuous urban orienta
tion. The first step in setting up an 
orientation service was the providing of 
the booklet already mentioned. The 
second step is to provide a "personal 
service center" which is now in the 
planning stages in San Francisco. 

2. Satisfactory housing is a serious 
problem for many young adults. The 
Young Adult Project responded to this 
need by making a housing survey and 
then interpreting the findings to the 
community. A special course for resi
dence hall managers on how to help 
young adults was arranged in coopera
tion with the Mental Hygiene Depart
ment, Langley-Porter Neuropsychiatric 
Institute, the Bureau of Social Work, 
and the National Board of Education 
of The Methodist Church. This first 
seminar met with such success that a 
second larger seminar is now being 
planned. 
3. Many young adults are in the state of 
personal disorganization and in need of 
specialized housing where reality test
ing can take place in a permissive and 
concerned living situation. The Young 
Adult Project responded in cooperation 
with the Glide Foundation and a local 
Methodist church in setting up a special
ized facility where thirty young persons 
can live for the months necessary for 
them to adjust once more to the com
munity. 
4. Most coffee houses are commer
cial endeavors and gear their program 
primarily to make money. Pressures to 
"spend or move on" are placed on the 
customers. Many young adults have 
limited budgets and yet still desire a 
place to socialize in a concerned and 
creative atmosphere. The Young Adult 
Project responded by working with a 
committee of church and non-church 
people in setting up the Precarious Vi
sion, a coffee house center of dialogue, 
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in the basement of a women's residence 
hall. This initial move has resulted in 
combining the United Church's Brcatl 
and \Vine l\'fission, the Presbvterian 
Fourteenth Street Art Center, a;1d the 
Precarious Vision into the Intersection, 
which is a forum for reexamining our 
heritage in the light of contemporary 
experience. Its purpose is to provide a 
dialogue between people from the arts, 
sciences, religion and the community, 
concerned with reassessing current cul
tural directions and issues. New and 
larger facilities have been found and 
Intersection will be in full scale opera
tion this spring. 
5. Agencies serving young adults in the 
city have found it difficult to adjust to 
the rapid social change and the need for 
new services. The Young Adult Project 
has responded by making staff time 
available for advice and design planning 
for new services for a new age. 
6. Even though many people deny it, 
we are in the midst of a sexual revolu
tion in this country. This is seen, per
haps, more honestly in the young adult 
population than in any other. The need 
for intimacy and the problems of sexual 
identification must be faced openly and 
honestly. The Young Adult Project has 
responded by seeking out those persons 
in the community who are most aware 
of that need and working with them on 
ways the church and the community 
can deal with those emerging trends. 
Recently The Council on Religion and 
the Homosexual was set up in San Fran
cisco to promote a continuing dialogue 
between the church and the homosexual. 
and in an endeavor to better understand 
human sexuality and to promote under
standing of the broad variations and 
manifestations within the spectrum of 
human sexuality. 

WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS 
OF THE PROJECT? 

The Project. Committee has met 
regularly with the Project Director for 
purposes of direction and evaluation. In 
January of this year the implications of 
the Project were presented by this com
mittee to persons of the various boards 
and agencies of the California-Nevada 
Annual Conference of The Methodist 
Church~ Here are the important implica
tions listed by the committee: 
1. A ministry with young adults should 
take many forms, only one of which is a 
local church group. 
2. A young adult ministry such as the 
San Francisco Project is a missionary 
activity that may produce new congre
gations. 
3. A ministry to and with young 
adults should be aware that what is 
meaningful and of the greatest value to 
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The author and his parisl1. 

most young adults takes place outside 
of the institutional church, and to min
ister to the young adult we must be 
where he perceives the action to be tak
ing place. 
4. The young adult ministry should be a 
team approach. 
5. The San Francisco Project has shown 
that there is a real value in having a 
metropolitan minister serving young 
adults in the city. 
6. A young adult ministry should be in
terdenominational and ecumenical in na
ture. 
7. A young adult ministry as conceived 
in the San Francisco Project allows the 
minister to be an innovator and expe
diter. 
8. A ministry to and with young adults 
should be community directed and inter
agency in scope. 

The Young Adult Project in San Fran
cisco is an example of the missionary 
church at work in the world, concerned 
about the needs people have and what 
can be done now and in the future when 
we are sensitive to those needs. These 
implications are relevant not only for 
work with older youth and young adults, 
but may be clues for the church as it 
works in the city in the days ahead. 
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Deaconesses by the hllndreds descend on Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Challenging addresses by Dr. ]. Edward Carothers cause deaconesses to take a hard look at themselves and their work. They were ex
lw1ted to be "loving troublemakers" by Dr. Carothers. 
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Susan Carmichael, Misenheimer, N.C. Lee Ola Foust, Atlanta, Ga. Doris Ale:rander, Atlanta, Ga. 

Clara L. Brewer, Cincinnati, Ohio. Maru E. Gordon, Aslieville, N. C. Nancu Belter, Chicago, Ill. 

THE DEACONESS CONVOCATION 

~~LOVING TROUBLEMAl(ERS'' 
Text and Photos by SAM TAivIASHIRO 

Hundreds of deaconesses from every region in the United States converged in Cincinnati, Ohio, on I\farch 24 for 
the Fourth A1mual Methodist Deaconess Convocation at the Netherland Hilton Hotel. The 225 deaconesses and 175 
guests discussed their successes and failures, heard messages which caused them to ponder the implications of their 
work in a rapidly changing society, laughed, sang, studied the Word of God, prayed and received the sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper. The four-day convocation was climaxed by the commissioning of five young women as deacon
esses at the \Vesley Chapel Methodist Church. This picture story attempts to capture the spirit of the convocation 
rather than being a comprehensive record of the various aspects of the meetings. 

JUNE 1965 [ 285] 25 

: I 



26 [ 286] 

For many the fellowship with old a.nd new friends is the heart of the convocation. 

~~LOVING TROUBLEMAl(ERS" 

The llighlight of the convocation is the commissioning of Janet 
M. Cates, Garnet L. Ertel, Nannette Erwin, Oma Mae Gee, and 

Martha D. Pierce by Bishop IJ.' Ellis Finger, Jr. 
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Prayer and Bible study takes place, appropriately, in 
the Hall of Mirrors. 

Dorothy McConnell leads one of three "Informational 
Groups." 

Tears of joy for Janet M. Cates as slze and her friend 
embrace the new experience of being commissioned 
a deaconess . 
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PIONEERING 
IN 

NEIGHBORHOOD 
MISSION 

by Howard H. Bright Jr., and Sara Gilfert 

A contemporary form of missionary activity is be
tween congregations. This involves exchange of 
members and cooperation between churches; it is 
popularly known as "N-1" projects. Here is the story 
of such a project in Columbus, Ohio. Both the Rev. 
Mr. Bright and Mrs. Gilfert are related to this proj
ect. 
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A volunteer and a class member at a lVednesday 
morning sewing class. 

One day recently a Public Health 
nurse stepped into the pastor's office of 
a near northside church in Columbus, 
Ohio. 'Tm interested in the program go
ing on ·here," she said. "Clients I serve 
tell me they can hardly wait until 
Wednesday." 

Edmund Jones, the pastor, greeted 
her. "Let's go downstairs and have a 
look," he said. 

The basement of this Methodist 
church is one huge room. That vVednes
day fully half of it was filled with women 
busy sewing, knitting, and talking. A 
welfare worker came in and spoke to the 
pastor and the nurse. "Just look at our 
people," she said to the nurse. "They're 
like different women when they come 
here." 

The nurse has known some of the 
women in the room in other, sometimes 
tragic, circumstances. There were those 
who daily faced rejection by family and 
friends because of mixed maniages. 
Some had been deserted by their hus
bands, some were unwed mothers. Some 
she was nursing through prolonged re
covery from accidents. All had money 
problems. It was good to see them 
happy. 

The homemaking workshop where the 
group was keeping happily busy is part 
of the Near Northside Methodist Parish 
program. The Parish consists of Third 
and Neil Avenue Methodist Churches 
cooperating to bring a new outlook and 
hope to troubled people of the Near 
Northside. The area is an inner-city com
munity with 35,000 people crammed into 
a square mile of city pavement and de
teriorating buildings-an older section of 
a city of 600,000. Half the families who 
live there are welfare clients. Low in
come, a high crime rate, unemployment, 
juvenile delinquency are crucial prob
lems. Sociologists call this area a port 
of entry. Low income newcomers make 
their first homes here. Many of them 
·have never before lived in a city. Find
ing their way to school, to work, or to 
shopping centers is puzzling. A trip 
downtown, though less than a mile, is 
difficult for some people. Even finding 
friends is hard. City ways are not coun
try ways. 

Until about a year ago not much was 
being done to meet the simple human 
needs of the area's people. There were 
welfare and community clean-up pro
grams, but people need more than bread, 
shelter, and regular trash collections for 
life. Today, due to the efforts of the 
Parish, the residents have a place of 
acceptance and encouragement. The 
women have a place to go to learn sew
ing, cooking, and homemaking. They 
can also find an outlet for their creative 
abilities through handicraft. They visit 

WORLD OUTLOOK 

. I 
' I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

un 
dr1 
b)' 
tcr 
sit 
ac: 
cla 
in 
tio 
a I 
Tr· 
foe 
An 
be 
far 
ne1 
for 

I 
Ch 
Av 
me 
\l'f 
hai 
thi 
wa 
M1 
mi 
a 
La 
rai 
dr: 
of 
!er 
to 
Th 
th1 
pn 
M1 
ye. 
to 
"N 
wi 
ne. 

pri 
te1 
gn 
ffif 

Th 
\l( 

mi 

Ne 
Cl 
an 
be 
1t 
te: 
th. 
ac 
to 
H1 
th 
pl 
Tl 
se 
sc 
w 

)l 



unfettered by the clamor of small chil
dren who are cared for at the scene 
by a church nursery manned by volun
teers. School children have a place to 
study and to get tutoring. After-school 
activities include religious education 
classes. Youth and adults may take part 
in basketball, singing and other recrea
tion. The Methodist Church Center is 
a friendly place to go for fun and work. 
Troubled people here find counseling, 
food, clothing, even short-term loans. 
Anyone needing help does not have to 
be a member of the church, nor on wel
fare. The aim is to give what the people 
need: a welcome, friendliness, an outlet 
for creativity. 

Edmund C. Jones of Third Avenue 
Church and Benjamin Penn of Neil 
A venue are the pastors and prime 
movers of the cooperative program. And 
while members of each church work 
hard, the extent of the program meant 
that more help was needed. Such help 
was forthcoming from North Broadway 
Methodist, a large church about two 
miles out, whose members have provided 
a vital flow of volunteer leadership. 
Lately the program is expanding so 
rapidly several other churches have been 
drawn into the work. Thus, the success 
of the operation has hinged upon the 
lending of volunteers from one church 
to the other under a plan called N-1. 
That cryptic designation is in line with 
the naming of the short-term missionary 
program of The Methodist Church. 
Members who go to Japan for a three
year term are J-3s; to Korea, K-Ss, and 
to Africa, A-3s. N-1, therefore means 
"Neighborhood-One year." The N-ls, 
without changing their address, serve a 
neighboring community. 

At the Near Northside Parish the N-1 
program has three aspects. Some volun
teers might be called full time. In this 
grouping whole families take affiliate 
membership in the inner-city church. 
Their prayers, presence, gifts, and ser
vices are devoted to that church and its 
ministry. 

There are two N-1 families from 
North Broadway at Third Avenue 
Church, the Mark Himmelberger family 
and the Cecil Rose family. The Himmel
bergers work with the church school, 
Mark as superintendent, Jeanette as a 
teacher. Both visit people who live in 
the neighborhood. "Our purpose is to 
acquaint people with our program, not 
to build up the membership roll," says 
Himmelberger. They spread the word 
that the church has something the peo
ple want, not just a number of activities. 
The Himmelbergers believe they them
selves have gained spiritual insight and 
social understanding by visiting and 
working with people of different educa-
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tional and economic backgrounds. They 
understand more fully that the man in 
need is, after all, a neighbor. The chil
dren, too, gain in learning to know their 
neighbors. Cecil Rose took the job of 
chairman of the Commission on Steward
ship and Finance. Mrs. Rose does office 
work. Both visit in the home as do the 
Himmelbergers. 

Part time volunteers devote one day 
or one morning a week for special proj
ects in the Parish. Their services fill 
gaps in the leadership in the inner-city 
church. Third Avenue Church, for ex
ample, had no one to organize a sewing 
class, a study hall and after-school re
ligious education. North Broadway had 
volunteers to lend. Now, profiting by ex
ample, the neighborhood people them
selves are emerging with leadership 
qualities which they did not know they 
had. One woman, an excellent seam
stress, teaches sewing; another teaches 
rice cooking. 

Short term volunteers from outside 
churches come in for special projects 
such as teaching a course, vacation 
church school, or even a spot of carpen
try like building a closet. 

Mr. Jones makes it clear that a vol
unteer is not one who comes to solve 
the problems of a church, but to help 
serve the needs of the neighborhood 
through the church. The local church 
still pays it own bills and carries out its 
own basic program. 

In the Near Northside Parish area half 
of the families are without a father; in 
many other families the father is serious
ly disabled. Job retraining, schools, 
health programs, welfare money, all are 
essential, but the key persons in influ
encing the inner-city for good are the 
women. In the homemaking workshop 
they learn to cook, sew, keep house, and 
care for children. Representatives of 
Planned Parenthood, Inc., offer family 
planning information. Many families 
have five or six . children and cannot 
make ends meet. The public health 
nurse comes in regularly to answer ques
tions on health. A few weeks before 
Christmas a craft group was set up to 
make decorations and gifts. One class 
member taught the art of origami, which 
is folding paper in a precise manner to 
create interesting forms. 

Each week the volunteers from out
side meet with the same person or per
sons in the parish area. "Personal in
volvement is the secret of the volunteer 
program," says Ben Penn. "The attitude 
throughout the whole program is to see 
what we can do together. 

As the parish and volunteer women 
work together some very personal ideas 
are discussed. "You can't sit beside a 
woman sewing all morning without find-

ing out if she's going to have a baby, or 
has five children and only four coats," 
says one volunteer. On a woman-to
woman basis they decide what to do. 
They start making baby clothes or talk 
over prenatal care. A coat of the proper 
size usually can be found simply by ask
ing around among friends of the volun
teer. 

Sometimes the conversations spark 
ideas for projects or solutions to prob
lems. For example, families eligible for 
free food from the government often 
have a hard time making use of that 
food. This is because the recipes pro
vided by the government call for buying 
extra ingredients which the family can
not afford. A social worker once priced 
all the extra items needed to use in the 
recipes. She found they cost fifteen dol
lars for one month's supply. This figure 
is more than many families have for 
extra food. Now a home economist is 
working out feasible recipes to teach the 
parish area women. 

"The aim of the program is to help 
people fin.prove their lives, not just to 
teach them to sew a straight seam,'' 
says Mrs. Robert Harlan, member of 
North Broadway Methodist and leader 
of the volunteers. The number of people 
who keep coming spells success. People 
are learning to use the resources they 
have, small as they may be. 

'While parish area mothers work in 
the homemaking classes, their pre-school 
children are cared for in the church 
nursery. The women of St. Stephen's 
Episcopal Church, another large church 
more than a mile away, conduct the 
nursery, stressing group experiences 
which many of the children have never 
had before, away from their mothers. 

Because of overcrowded living condi
tions and apathetic parents, many chil
dren in the parish area cannot find a 
quiet corner at home for study and 
reading, thus many fail in school and 
not for lack of ability. Judith Ames, 
an elementary teacher, volunteered to 
set up a study hall program for grades 
four to six at Third A venue Church. The 
schools gladly cooperated, recommend
ing students who needed extra help. 
North Broadway Church gathered more 
volunteers. Twenty-five to thirty-five 
children now attend. A volunteer for 
each three or four pupils is on hand so 
each child gets personal attention. One 
child's grades rose from Ds to Bs during 
the fall report period. 

College students of the North Broad
way Wesley Foundation took an in
terest in what was going on at Third 
Avenue. With the aid of an advisor, 
William Butterfield, they planned a 
study hall for junior high youtl1, and 
offered tutoring in all subjects. A recre-
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ation hour follows the book work. Bas
ketball, volleyball, bowling, swimming, 
all are offered at different times. One 
goal is to organize a Hi-Y and a Tri-Hi
Y, but the project is admittedly slow go
ing because most of the youngsters have 
not belonged to any organizations. 

A further service of the Near North
side Parish is an after-school religious 
education program for grades three 
through seven. Classes meet in six lo
cations throughout the neighborhood, 
three days a week. Volunteers from 
several churches make up the staff. 

Third A venue Church has served the 
community for ninety-seven years. The 
present building is forty-three years old 
and is said to be in good physical condi
tion, with ample facilities for its basic 
program. It has strikingly beautiful 
stained glass windows. The basement 
is a recreational area 150 feet long, with 
a basketball court, stage, and a modem 
kitchen. Edmund Jones came to serve 
the church in 1959. The church was 
already infected with all the ills of an 
inner-city church. Most of its young 
and middleaged leaders had moved. It 
is these people who build and fill the 
suburban churches as a city grows and 
spreads out. Meanwhile, the inner-city 
church finds its vigor slipping and fi
nances shady. All degrees and extremes 
of cultural, racial, educational back
grounds are represented in tl1e inner
city, squashed together untidily. Most 
of them will have little to do with the 
church, or perhaps think the church has 
little to do with them. Jones and his con
gregation wanted to find a way to open 
the doors of communication between 
themselves and the people who live 
around them. The plan called for chang
ing some conventional forms of church 
operation if people were to know the 
church was interested in them. Jones 
outlined a plan of action-now called 
the Parish Program. But the problem 
was a lack of leadership among the 
three hundred and eighty-five members. 

Jones conferred with Richard K. Cas
sidy, director of the Franklin County 
Welfare Department, and Dr. John C. 
Gingerich of North Broadway Church, 
explaining the need for volunteer 
leaders. Next Jones presented his plan 
for community service to the Commis
sion on Christian Social Concerns at 
North Broadway Church, and that 
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group adopted the mission program of
ficially. Individual members pledged 
service. The enthusiasm of these early 
volunteers attracted more volunteers; the 
program began, first with a sewing class, 
then with a study hall. 

"The principle of the program is to 
help people by doing something with 
them, rather than for them," Jones says. 
"The emphasis is on a person-to-person 
relationship." 

The good effects radiate in two ways. 
The volunteers, on one hand, are be
ginning to realize their own need to 
serve. They have found a way to be of 
real service. The neighborhood people 
have found a haven of acceptance, a place 
for a friendly outing. As Ben Penn says, 
"Church programs of this nature speak 
of a renewal within tl1e church. People 
think going to church and paying your 
pledge is all there is to it, but this is not 
what the Gospel teaches. It teaches 
service and concern for our neighbor, 
and loving even the unlovely." 

In Jones's words, "as of God were 
weaving all these things together," one 
step in the program led to another. 
Unplanned-for ideas sprouted and 
bloomed. Unexpected benefits were 
reaped. Besides the already described 
programs and the benefits to the people 
involved, a Social Action Committee has 
been formed. The Welfare Department 
has come to a better relationship with 
volunteer programs throughout the 
county. Even the official organization of 
the Neil and Third Avenue Churches in
to a Parish is an outgrowth of the com
munity service program. 

In the fall of 1964 professional men 
and women of the community formed 
a Social Action Committee to seek ways 
of broadening the plan to upgrade the 
community. It plans to attack social ills 
such as unemployment, illness, disloca
tion, delinquency and crime. The com
mittee has become associated with tl1e 
Near Northside Neighborhood Council, 
through which members will be able to 
present the needs of the area to a 
mayor's committee empowered to re
quest funds from the "War on Poverty" 
program. 

The women's program alone has 
shown that tlle Welfare Department and 
volunteers can work together in a new, 
more effective way. For a long time, 
Welfare Director Cassidy has noted tl1e 
attitude of both laity and professionals 

in social service work has been, "Let 
the volunteers stay home. Let the pro
fessionals do the work!" Such an attitude 
has contributed to the citizen's insensi
tivity to the needs of many of his neigh
bors. Also, the professionals have been 
self-sufficient and have not considered 
the real capabilities of a volunteer group. 
The social workers are awakening to the 
possibilities of volunteer programs. The 
volunteer can be helpful in a way the 
social worker never can. The welfare 
worker sees people when they have their 
guard up and often are resentful of the 
authority which gives them food and 
rent. "There are some things we just can
not do that the volunteer can," says 
Miss Eulah Burch, Supervisor of Vol
unteer Services of the Welfare Depart
ment. The free and open atmosphere of 
the volunteer programs makes it possi
ble for people to give and receive help 
gracefully. 

The volunteers have to learn to be 
free to give themselves. "In a way, the 
suburban woman is isolated from the 
main part of the community," says Cas
sidy. "People in the inner-city live in a 
different world from hers." The sub
urban and inner-city groups usually 
stand apart from each other with an atti
tude of mixed hostility, fear, and mis
trust. The Parish program is breaking 
barriers, allowing communication, the 
free exchange of strength and insight 
between persons. 

Periodically, volunteers meet with 
Miss Burch for training in group work 
techniques, program planning, and learn
ing the facts of inner-city life. 'We pro
vide the techniques, the volunteer pro
vides the spirit,'' says Miss Burch. 
"People who never before had roots 
are beginning to find them because of 
this program." Some people are con
sidering staying in the community in
stead of moving because they do not 
want to miss the program. 

The Every Member Canvas has just 
been completed for Third Avenue 
Church for 1965. An N-1 volunteer was 
director of the campaign. Last year 
$9,000 was pledged. This year the pledge 
was $24,000. There has been an increase 
in membership. The difference is tl1e 
new spirit of concern, and the N-1 pro
gram. There was many a misty eye in 
the board meeting the evening tl1e fi
nance committee made its report. As if 
directed by an unseen conductor, people 
began to sing the Doxology. · 
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COLUMBUS 
FROM THE SOUTH SIDE 
Columbus, Ohio, is also the site of the South Side Settlement whel'e new efforts in the campaign to 
enable the poor to organize for community development illustrate another new chapter in mission. 
Mr. Wohl is director of the Settlement. 

by Bernard J. Wohl 

The South Side Settlement serves an area marked by difference: Negro-white; olcltimer-newcorner; 
city and hill dweller. 
Patterns of segregation lie like veins across a leaf. Behind the streets of relative stability lie alleys 
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of poverty and breakdown. A driver 
along the well-worn routes would never 
suspect the unpaved roads just beyond, 
where dust rises with the smallest move
ments and sifts onto the alley dwellers 
of South Side Columbus. 

Many houses seem twisted on the 
stalk, as though the foundations were 
falling away from frail floors and 
warped walls. Some have no baths, no 
sanitmy arrangements, only a single, 
shallow sink. 

On some back roads life is as primi
tive as in underdeveloped countries. 
Sewers are just now coming in. Food 
is of each day's foraging. Often, with 
gas and electricity shut off for non
payment, there are the cold and the 
darkness which the poor share all over 
the world. 

On certain sh·eets only white families 
live. On other streets only Negro fami
lies live. And here and there Negro and 
white families live alongside. 

A few of the older, immigrant fami
lies of Slavic origin remain. There are 
many more native-born "migrant" fami
lies from Vlest Virginia, Kentucky, and 
North Carolina, who came into Colum
bus dming and following World War II. 

Many families live on the margins of 
hunger and hurt. Only a minority are on 
welfare, on "poor relief" and on "aid 
to dependent children." Many more are 
the employed poor who work for 90 
cents or $1.15 an hour, and who never 
have enough from one pay period to 
another. 

During the winter of 1961-62, follow
ing defeat of the welfare levy at the 
polls, "poor relief" was cut from 60% 
of the Ohio state minimum to 40%. Aid 
to dependent children was cut from 80% 
of minimum to 70%. 

The chronic problems of food, rent, 
and utilities became a crisis. In Feb
ruary alone, 116 families came into the 
settlement asking for food, for help 
against evictions. They pled for coal, 
for money for gas bills. Single men 
came in asking for a place to sleep, for 
food. Each family came wrapped in its 
own misery. People wanted bread, 
canned goods, rent money, loans, blan
kets, carfare to clinics. 

The settlement could not possibly meet 
all these demands for material help. But 
it could help people organize to pre
sent their grievances, their needs, and 
their fears, to the authorities on · state, 
city, and county levels. 

The settlement began to serve as a 
center where people could meet around 
their common problems, organize for 
solutions, and find leadership in attempt
ing new ways to function. 
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Under the leadership of the settle
ment, not only the welfare families be
came involved in the struggle around 
the welfare issue. Other families, also, 
members of the settlement group, be
came part of the struggle, accompanying 
the welfare families to hearings, provid
ing transportation, speaking out of con
cern for the future of their schools, their 
community. Groups of thirty and forty 
families went everywhere-to the State 
Controlling Board, to the Governor's 
Seminar, to the City Council, and to the 
City-County Relief Committee, asking 
for minimum standards of health and 
decency for themselves, for their chil
dren, and for their community. 

Committees visited state Senators and 
Representatives. 

Many other groups, civic and profes
sional, began to speak out. They ex
pressed concern over the destrnctive pat
tern of refusing to meet current 
problems of health and welfare, and of 
postponing care until the "payments" 
were made in larger bills for disease and 
social breakdown. 

Last Febrnary ( 1964) the City
County Relief Committee returned poor 
relief to sixty per cent of minimum. 
Even though no family on "poor relief' 
can pay rent, eat, and meet utility bills 
on sixty per cent of minimum, the fam
ilies who had fought together felt that 
they had won a partial victory. 

It was not only that relief payments 
would return to sixty from forty per cent, 
but also that they themselves had par
ticipated in bringing about a decision 
which affected their lives. And in the 
process of participating they had learned 
that there are people who are concerned 
-that there are people who are willing 
to fight not only for them, but also 
with them. 

For most of the families this was 
the first time they had participated as 
citizens in their world. Their coming 
together in hunger had opened up other 
possibilities. 

The settlement, for example, had 
raised the question with eve1y person: 
"Did you vote on the welfare levy your
self?" There were a number of "no" 
answers-a frightening number. 

Why did they not vote? Many per
sons had never voted, had never even 
registered. Some felt that they did not 
know how to vote, or felt that they 
would make mistakes. 

Out of these discussions came ri cam
paign to register new voters. A. station 
wagon brigade was organized to take 
new voters to the courthouse to register. 
A voters' clinic was formed. 

And there were other results. Out of 
the discussions about food, hunger and 
malnutrition, came a sharing of experi
ence in the use of commodity foods, and 
the establishment of a commodity cook
ery club. 

Out of the experience of going places 
together, of organizing transportation, of 
handling difficulties and clashes, there 
came a knowledge of people in the com
munity, and a desire to get together so
cially. There were family dinners, for 
which the women budgeted, shopped. 
and cooked, for sixty to a hundred peo
ple. There was a summer program, with 
picnics and swimming at Madison Lake, 
for which the families of the communitv 
planned. There was a family camp week
end at the "Triple S"-the settlement's 
camp. 

The families involved in this struggle 
are both white and Negro. There have 
been, and still are, a hundred problems 
of prejudice, suspicion, fear, and a 
stubborn clinging to outworn myths. 
But the families have worked together. 

The problems of hunger were the 
same, whatever their color. If the people 
wished to work at solving their problems 
through the settlement they had to accept 
the settlement, which is interracial. It 
will not turn families away, nor will it 
separate them in the attack upon com
mon problems. The programs which 
grew from the interracial efforts on wel
fare remained interracial programs, and 
the socials and summer outings were 
also interracial. 

The South Side Settlement has sought 
to become a center where people may 
come together, out of the loneliness and 
isolation of their homes, to talk about 
their problems, to search for answers, 
and organize to realize solutions. The '
Settlement is not only a place for chil- ·: 
dren and teenagers, it is also for the ' 
adults, particularly mothers. It stanch 
for values in human behavior, but doc·; 
not reject people for disfigurement from 
the blows which life may deal them. 
Through its professional staff the settle
ment provides leadership in drawing out 
the organizing ability of the people in 
the community, blending professional 
and local leadership in the solution of 
problems. 

The families that together faced the 
problems of hunger, and of eviction, 
are finding at the settlement a meeting 
place as citizens. It is a place for people 
who hunger, not only for food, but also 
for acceptance, a recognition of their 
competence, of their ability to plan and 
to do things ably for themselves and 
for others. 
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COACHING SCHOOL 
FOR TONY 

by Eunice Jones Sticklancl 

"What made that light go off?" 
Tony's big brown eyes looked puzzled. 

The teacher said nothing, letting the 
boy solve his own problem. Tony 
scratched his head, pondering the array 
of batteries, wires, and bulbs. 

"I get it," the boy suddenly exclaimed. 
"These wires came untwisted.'' Then, 
with the eagerness of an inventing 
young Edison, the Mexican-American 
lad twisted the wires and stood back, 
exulting in the light which he had made 
to glow. 

This is only one incident in an ex-

"··.;'' - '::. ~ ~/" 
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Science teacher Vorras Elliott and a student work on a simple problem. 
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citing science reading class, which is a 
part of a coaching school conducted 
each Saturday afternoon in the Los 
Altos, California, :Methodist Church, for 
thirty :Mexican-American children. 

The children come from a cluster of 
"shanty" homes which this church 
"adopted" several years ago. This 
"adoption" was made through the Santa 
Clara County Council of Churches' :Min
ish-y to Migrants. The church befriends 
and aids the families in many ways. 

The Reverend :Mr. R. Kenneth Ball, 
executive director of the Council of 
Churches, said: "This coaching school 
plan grew out of many years of friendly 
cooperation between the members of 
the church and the Mexican-American 
families. 

"In working with agricultural farm 
families we can't just barge in and say: 
'Here we are.' Everything must come 
about naturally, as we make friends 
first with one lead family, then help 
people to work out their own problems." 

The Los Altos Church property is a 
group of attractive ranch-style struc
tures which seem to have grown right 
out of their setting close to the rolling 
foothills. The soft gray buildings nestle 
beneath spreading live oak trees, with 
expansive lawns connecting the various 
units. Spots of bright flowers dot the 
landscape here and there. 

'~That the children love most about 
the Saturday school is the lawn," says 
Mrs. Verlee Whiteley, her blue eyes 
smiling. "The bleak little cabins where 
the children live have neither grass nor 
flowers around them.'' 

On Saturday afternoons, wl1en the 
cars loaded with children stop at the 
church parking lot, out scramble Tony, 
Maria, and all the others, headed 
straight for the lush greeri grass. Then 
what a tumbling, rolling, leap-frogging 
time ensues! And it is fun just to lie flat 
on one's back on the grassy lawn and 
watch a fluffy white cloud drifting in 
the bright blue sky. 

Mrs. Whiteley, with her high school 
Sunday school class, started volunteer 
work under the Church Council eight 
years ago. She is the leader in this ven
ture of her church to help their :tv[exican
American friends to become more hap
pily adjusted to community life. 

As the second-largest concentration of 
Mexican-Americans in the nation is 
found in this "fruit bowl" of Santa Clara 
County, Mr. Bell, his staff, and the many 
volunteers from local churches, have 
much to tell regarding their efforts to 
help people help themselves. 
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"\,Ye are now in contact with thirty 
to forty clusters scattered on the fringes 
of communities in this county," says Mrs. 
Gertrude Stevens, the Migrant Minishy 
Director. 

"These clusters may be one or two 
little shacks together, or eight to fifteen 
one- or two-room cabins. Here many 
farm workers are living the year round
no longer are they true 'migrants.' 

"Since work in the harvests lasts for 
only a few months, some families must 
go on 'county relief' during the winter. 
Many of them do make a valiant effort 
to keep off the county funds, by picking 
up odd jobs wherever they can. 

"Whichever way it is," says Mrs. 
Stevens, who has developed a deep sym
pathy through many years of volunteer 
work, "they must eke out some lean and 
hungry months." 

There are now 27 churches of various 
denominations in Santa Clara County 
which have "adopted" clusters of cabins. 
Volunteer workers take a training course, 
set up by the Council Training Commit
tee, of which Mrs. Whiteley is now the 
chairman. 

"This year, for the first time," Mrs. 
Whiteley stated, "the Catholic churches 
are cooperating with us in our training 
school." 

The help which the volunteer workers 
are trained to give includes literacy and 
remedial classes, sewing classes, lending 
libraries, recreation, worship services, 
and transportation to clinics. Also of 
great importance is information in re
gard to social security, and information 
as to public health services available. 

But the most valuable gift of the 
volunteers is that of friendship. They 
are helping families to feel that some
one really cares about them. 

Often, when women from the 
churches go out to the clusters, with 
sewing and other services, their hus
bands go along to chat with the Mexi
can-American fathers, or to toss horse
shoes with them. Such friendliness is an 
aid to morale. 

The coaching school seems to meet 
a vital need of children whose language 
barrier often keeps them in low group
ings in public school classes. 

'Tm an ex-school teacher," said a 
motherly, smiling lady in a reading
arithmetic class for first and second 
graders. "But it keeps me on my toes to 
master this new way of teaching arith
metic.'' 

Little Manuel proudly showed us his 
work book. 

"Does this school help you to do better 

work at your regular school?" we asked 
him. 

His eyes sparkled as he bobbed his 
head and grinned. 

The afternoon program began with a 
brief worship service, which the older 
children and a teacher had worked on 
and now carried out together. 

"The children learn much from 
choosing the scripture verses, reading 
them, and writing their own prayers," 
said the teacher. 

Mrs. Whiteley, a kindergarten 
teacher, works with the four- and five
year old children, emphasizing the 
speaking and the understanding of 
English. 

"The children are so lovable," she 
told us. "They appreciate what we are 
doing for them, and seldom do they 
forget to say 'thank you.' That is prob
ably a part of the secret of the faith
fulness of our fourteen teachers, who 
give their Sarurday afternoons with a 
dedication like that of missionaries." 

The Saturday school faculty is made 
up of fathers and mothers (some are 
teachers) with college young folk for 
assistants. 

Mrs. Whiteley continued: "This school 
is sponsored by the Commission on Mis
sions of which Mr. Roy Presley is 
chairman. Twenty-five families of the 
church are on call to use their cars to 
convey the children. It takes eight cars 
each Saturday-four to fetch and four 
to carry ,!1ome. A round trip takes half 
an ·hour. 

"This gives us two hours for our 
school," the leader says. "Vle work in 
close cooperation with the adjustment
teachers of the public schools to plan the 
reading and arithmetic which all the 
grade pupils study." 

·when two seventh-grade boys began 
to lose interest, and one of them 
dropped out, the teachers went into a 
huddle. '~7e have to get him to come 
back," they concluded. 

Two teachers called at the boy's home, 
where they found him in a little cabin, 
tinkering with a light bulb and battery. 

The man teacher said: "If you'll come 
back to coaching school we can read 
up on some experiments for you to try." 

That did it. And so, now added to the 
Saturday curriculum is a popular science 
reading class. 

The Los Altos Methodist Church was 
started in 1951 by the Reverend Mr. 
Charles Cox, who has been its pastor 
since that time. This pastor and his 
1,500 members are exhibiting a practical, 
Christian concern for the needs of people 
near at hand. · 
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Ambassador Adebo: "One day a United Cl111rcli of Nigeria ." 

by AMY LEE 

One form of Christian witness in one's career is through the field of 

politics and public service. Chief S. A. Adebo, Nigeria's ambassador 
to the United Nations, is an example of a man who makes such a 

witness. 

Window on the United Nations 

Chief 
Adeho 

CHRISTIAN ON THE 
WORLD STAGE 

My appointment with Chief Adebo 
was for 9:30 a.m. 

It was nearly that when I went 
through the glass d.oors of the Harcourt, 
Brace and Vil orld building at 757 Third 
Avenue, checked the directmy for the 
Nigerian Mission to the United Nations, 
and took an express elevator to the 20th 
floor. 

From the elevator I walked into the 
mission's reception area. The reception
ist took my name, invited me to sit 
down. 

Almost immediately she requested me 
to go to the ambassador's office, and 
indicated a door. I opened it, walked 
down a hall past doors marked with 
names of mission officials, and through 
a second door. At the end of the hall 
I saw a door marked "ambassador." I 
opened it and found myself in another 
smaller reception area. The ambassador's 
secretary asked me to be seated. 

In a few moments Ambassador Adebo 
came out of his office, extended his hand 
and greeted me cordially. A man of 
medium height, his hair touched with· 
grey, he was dressed in a handsome 
striped robe of shades of maroon. I 
remembered him in similar garb, with 
a small embroidered Nehru-style cap on 
his head, when he had addressed an 
NGO group on the mounting financial 
crisis at the UN. [He was then chair
man of the UN Committee of twenty-one 
formed to find ways of averting the 
crisis. The committee, of which he is still 
a member, has been enlarged and is now 
headed by General Assembly President 
Alex Quaison-Sackey.] I was sb·uck then 
by his easy manner, his sense of humor, 
his frequent references to the need for 
prayer and trust in God. (Continued) 
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He ushered me into his office, a large 
corner room surrounded by the inevi
table spectacular Manhattan view. 

He took my coat, hung it up on a 
rack in one corner, then stepped out a 
moment to speak with his secretary. 

I sat down in a chair facing his big 
desk, noted his high-backed blond 
leather chair opposite, then spotted the 
embroidered cap lying folded at one 
side of the desk. 

The cityscape beyond the windows 
drew my attention: familiar tall build
ings and an unusual view of the statue 
of the horseman in the UN park caught 
in the frame of the "canyon" formed by 
47th Street. Behind it the East River 
sparkled in the morning sun. 

The ambassador had returned, and 
suggested we sit in the lounge chairs 
arranged in a conversational grouping: it 
would be pleasanter to talk that way. 

I remarked on the view. He nodded 
and said, regretfully, he was so busy he 
had no time to look at it and think. 
He mentioned various obligations, and 
the continuing work to solve the UN's 
financial problems. "A solution can al
ways be found if those involved really 
want to find one," he said. 

With Ambassador Adebo talk turns 
sooner or later to the church. Brought 
up an Anglican, he is a devoted son of 
the church, not only his own but also 
the Protestant church in its broader 
sense. 

"Denominations are not as important 
in Africa as they are here," he said. 
"Nor are forms of worship as vitally 
important. vVhatever forms are used, 
they are basically a means of communing 
with God. 

"Even now the Protestant churches in 
Nigeria are working toward union. The 
process has been going on for several 
years. It takes time, as most of these 
unions do. But one day there will be 
just the United Church of Nigeria. It 
will be similar to the Church of South 
India, which served as our model. 

"In Tarrytown where my family and I 
live we first attended the Methodist 
church. I admire the Methodists very 
much. They are a dynamic people. The 
zeal and spirit of John Wesley is still pres
ent with them. Sometimes we attend the 
Presbyterian church where we are al
ways warmly received by the dynamic 
minister, his charming wife who literally 
radiates Christian love, and their small 
but enthusiastic congregation. Most often 
we go to the Episcopal church where I 
feel most at home because the service 
style is the same as ours, we sing the 
same hymns." 

His secretary brought us coffee. Am
bassador Adebo took a small pill box 
from a pocket in his robe and withdrew 
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a pellet of saccharine which he dropped 
into his cup. He settled back and con
tinued talking. 

"From my childhood I loved the 
church. I was an avid Sunday school 
pupil. When I grew up I became secre
tary of my parish, and later served in 
the diocese. Originally I wanted to be 
a priest. It seems almost an accident that 
I got into this." His arm reached. out as 
if to indicate his country's government 
and the United Nations. 

Yet the devotion to Christian teaching 
and principles which Chief Adebo 
brings to "this," the spirit with which 
he approaches each task and duty as 
his countiy's ambassador to the United 
Nations, makes his work as vital a Chris
tian calling as the one he might have 
followed within the church. 

"I want to say," he went on, "that the 
missionary effort in Africa has been a 
success, not a failure. The church pio
neered in education, health, and social 
welfare services. Of course now the gov
ernment has in many instances taken 
over these services, but the church was 
the pioneer. It deserves great credit. 

"I came from a poor family of farming 
people. My father was not a Christian 
and he did not ·have an education. But 
he wanted his children to go to school. 
When I was old enough to go there was 
not enough money to send me so I did 
not enter primary school until I was 
nine. I completed primary school in 
three years, then went to grammar 
school and had four years at King's 
College in Lagos. That is a college in 
the British sense-more like your high 
school." 

The degrees after Chief Adebo's name 
are impressive: B.A. and LL.B. from 
London University, and Barrister-at
Law, Gray's Inn, London-especially so 
when one learns how he earned them. 
"I tell people that although I have de
grees," he said, "I never attended col
lege." 

He earned them studying nights at 
home after entering government service. 

"I worked at that time for the Ni
gerian railway which was owned by the 
government. But I was just a clerk [he 
pronounced it dark]. No African then 
held high-level positions; they were al
ways held by whites. 

"Somehow I was able, through the 
grace of God, to continue my educa
tion. There were no scholarships in those 
clays. Now there are probably 1,000 a 
year, and through these scholarships 
African students are studying in col
leges and universities in many counti·ies. 

"Even though I could not attend Lon
don University," he said, "I did go to 
London for the dinners. That is a queer 

custom they have of requiring law stu
dents to dine with judges and lawyers 
before they can become barristers. It is 
a way for the students to meet these 
distinguished men and learn the ways 
of the profession. A social-graces kind 
of training-valuable in its way. In fact, 
so important are these dinners that a 
judge will adjourn court in the midst of 
a case if a dinner is scheduled that 
day." 

Subsequently Mr. Adebo did advance 
to higher positions of government serv
ice-"through positions in the province," 
he explained. "A province is like one of 
your states." He became chief secretary 
to the government of \Vestern Nigeria 
and head of the civil service. From 1957-
1960, the year Nigeria gained its inde
pendence and joined the United Nations, 
he organized and carried out the re
placement of British senior officials by 
Nigerians in the top posts of the Western 
Nigerian civil service. 

"And now I am here," he said. "That's 
the way my life has been. I never ex
pected to leave Nigeria. I never expected 
to go to England, and I certainly never 
expected to come to America. But here 
I am. I have been very fortunate. I have 
a better wife than perhaps I deserve. 
\Ve are blessed with four children. God 
has been kind. 

"I tell young people it is one thing 
to be successful in material ways, but 
if you go forth on a spiritually un
charted sea, you will founder." He 
smiled and added, "Trust God-and 
keep your powder dry." 

I observed that his rise from humble 
beginnings to one of the highest posi
tions his country can offer-Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Per
manent Representative to the United 
Nations and Commissioner-General for 
Economic Affair:-parallels the tradi
tional American log-cabin-to-presidency 
success story. He was quick to agree. 

"This is why African countries have 
more in common with America than 
they have with Europe," he said. "The 
yearning and striving of Africans to 
get an education and get ahead-very 
American." 

He explained also that the title Chief 
refers to positions in local political and 
tribal circles. "Comparable to your city 
or county officials," he said. "\Ve have 
democratized our system and now a 
chief must stand for election." 

As I rose to leave I mentioned the 
beauty of his robe. He said he knew of 
others much handsomer, tlrnt it didn't 
mean anything. "\Ve wear whatever we 
wish in our country. Some of us dress 
in robes, some in \Vestern-style business 
suits. Y\le have freedom of eve1ything
dress, religion-just like you." 
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In the PRAYER CALENDAR of the Methodist Board of Missions, the day designated for prayer for all new missionaries and 
deaconesses is June 26. 

Almighty God, our Father, we praise Thee for Thyself, and for all the benefits of Thy grace. 

We are especially grateful for the revelation of Thyself in the life of Thy Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

May the spirit of our Savior richly dwell in the lives of all those who are new Christian 

workers in today's world. Illumine their lives by the radiance of His presence. 

We thank Thee that Thou hast called these persons to a life of service, and hast given them 

the grace to follow Thy leading. 

Deliver them from all that would separate them from Thee, and use them to Thy glory. 

In the name of Jes us we pray. Amen. 

-BY ALLENE FORD 

Secretary, Missionary Personnel, Board of Missions 
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~RUSADE SCHOLARS 
IN THE SCARRITT COMMUNITY 
June 13 is Methodist Student Day. The June issue of World Outlook. seems to be a good time to present 
to our readers an article about Crusade Scholars at Scarritt College, written by the director of the 
Crusade Scholars Office, Miss Margaret Swift. 

F on twenty years now, letters have been 
going out to Methodist mission areas 

around the world, in this fashion: 
Dear Miss Rojas (in Chile): 

I am happy to report tlrnt you have been 
awarded a Crusade Scholarship for study in 
the United States. You will be studying at 
Scarritt College. . . . 

Thousands of miles away-and overseas 
--one's first impression might be tlrnt Miss 
Rojas would inquire, "vVhere is Scarritt 
College?" "What ldnd of institution is Scar
ritt?" But, no-Scarritt alumni in Methodist 
circles overseas can "swap" experiences and 
recall memories, perhaps, more than gradu
ates from any other colleges and universi
ties. Already Miss Rojas has heard about 
Scarritt. ... 

"Tngge•I" for Crusade 
Scholnrshi1• 

To be "tagged" a Crusade Scholar signi
fies Christian leadership already-and a 
confidence in that person for continuing 
Christian service following a period of spe
cialized training. Crusade Scholars already 
are trained doctors, nurses, teachers, pas
tors, social workers-specialized training on 
a Crusade Scholarship gives continuing op
portunities for future Christian witness. 

Scarritt College is selected frequently for 
international students as a place of sh1dy for 
these reasons: 

• the college is designed to prepare capa
ble and devoted Christian lay workers 
for Church and society; 

• The campus affords a laboratory for 
Christian living in which students, 
faculty, and staff work together; 

• the college is located in a University 
Center-affording opportunities for 
study at Peabody College, Vanderbilt 
University, and Nashville's School of 
Social Work. 

Surrounding the campus, too, are Meth
odism's Iloard of Education, the Upper 
Room headquarters, and in the downtown 
section, the rvlethodist Publishing House. 
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Selected for graduate studies, these Cru
sade Scholars receive scholarship aid to 
cover maintenance and study needs-from 
funds provided by the One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering, from an appropriation 
made by the ·woman's Division, and from 
Advance Specials given through local 
churches. 

Scarritt quickly becomes a "home" to the 
Crusade Scholars, as the first letters from 
these students to the Crusade Scholarship 
office reveal. Osamu Taira from Okinawa, 
arriving in January 1965, had this to say 
about Scarritt in his first letter: 

"I got here last Sunday afternoon and was 
glad to find everything ready to receive 
me. People are all so kind. Residence Hall 
is nicely equipped and campus is clean 
and beautiful. Especially Miss Ewing's 
sharp and warm instructions and sugges
tions are pleasing me." (Miss Ewing is 
the Dean of Students.) 

Lorine Chan from the Fiji Islands wrote in 
an early letter: 

"Oh, they are feeding us very well here 
and so many are anxious of their weight 
that they are on diet. Our dining hall 
procedure is very well organized that we 
really live like a family. \Ve are so fortu
nate to be here to share the real warm 
Christian fellowship with fellow students 
from other countries." 

Jlos1•iiali(~· in American 
Homes 

Contacts of Cmsade Scholars are not 
limited to the Scarritt campus. Their com
munity contacts begin to widen as Ameri
c;ns extend home hospitality to these na
tional and international students-perhaps 
to a Sunday meal, or for a weekend in the 
home, or a festive holiday visit. 

A most shiking feahire is the closeness 
of tics between international students and 
the missionaries who have served in mission 
areas. One of the first contacts which any 
of these students make is with the mission
aries whom they have known at home. 

Andres Carranza, a teacher and ordained 
minister from the Philippines, now at Scar
ritt, wrote in his first letter to the Crusade 
office: "I spent five days with my mission
ary friend in Sparta, Tennessee. \Ve went 
fishing, hunting and farming. His family 
and the church people are very nice peo
ple." Andres completes his master's work 
in education this summer at Peabody Col
lege and will return to his wife and seven 
children who remained behind in the Philip
pines. 

Ronnie Goh was an ordained Methodist 
minister when he came to the United States 
from Malaysia to study at Scarritt. He, his 
wife, and small son, Linus, live on the 
Scarritt campus. He remarked, "\\Te'vc gen
erally found that, since we've had such 
close contact with American missionaries in 
1falaysia, coming to the United States was 
not strange to us." The Goh family has been 
asked to visit American churches and homes 
many times. "In the churches,'' Ronnie 
says, "there is an eagerness to know the 
working of the church in Asia. Along with 
these questions come questions about the 
customs and politics of my country." 

Recently, international students in the 
colleges and universities in Nashville were 
invited to visit Jewish l10mes for dinner, 
and to attend a service at the Temple. 
Ronnie and his wife were much impressed 
by the symbolism marking the Sabbath ob
servance in Jewish homes. "Before dinner, 
candles were lighted and each member of 
the family read a portion of Scripture con
cerning the Sabbath," Ronnie recalled. Ron
nie will rch1m to Malaysia after completing 
work for the Master's degree in Christian 
Education at Scarritt. 

Jose Malave from Puerto Rico is represen
tative of the national students on tl1e Cm
sadc Scholarship program. \Vhcn he arrived 
at Scarritt for study, he had difficulty in 
becoming adjusted to the climate. He wrote, 
in a humorous vein, "My case may seem 
ridiculously extreme, since I start trembling 
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A demonstration on the sitar is provided for 
American friends by lkram Shad. 

Osamu Taira, from Okinawa (left), and Jose 
Malave, from Prie1to Rico get acquainted on the 
Scarritt campus. 

from the mere thought of cold, long before 
I begin shivering from cold itself." 

About one third of t11e Crusade funds is 
used in ilie training of persons representing 
minority groups in ilie United States; such 
as, Indian-Americans, Chinese-Americans, 
Japanese-Americans, Negro-Americans and 
Puerto Ricans. 

Kamla Dutt, an Indian student who radi
ates her faiili to all around her, says, that 
she and other international students receive 
so many invitations to American homes iliat 
they sometimes have to decline them be
cause of school work. Most of their invita
tions come from church members, especially 
t110se who have visited India. Last summer 
Kamla worked as a resource person in sum
mer camps in Iowa, Indiana, Michigan, and 
Kansas. In these camps, she visited each 
group to tell them about her country. "Al
though you do not hear much about con
version in India," she told all ilie groups, 
"many have accepted the Christian point of 
view-and this is a great achievement." 

Kamla said that many of the questions 
t11e young people asked her concerned so
cial customs in India-about the caste sys
tem, and arranged marriages, and whether 
girls ever fall in love in India. 

But there is one question that young peo
ple asked her in all the camps, "Why is your 
faiili so strong?" Karola gives all the credit 
to a missionary in India, Edna Bradley, who 
had great influence with her. "Coming to 
America, I see what a great sacrifice she 
had to make to come to India and to iden
tify herself with us and our problems," 
Karola said. "All the credit should go to 
iliis Christian woman, and others like her, 
not to us." 

Kamla has been at Scarritt for two years 
and is working on her degree in education 
After finishing her degree, she will return 
to India to teach in a teacher-training col
lege. 

Benjamin Senti is a refugee pastor from 
Cuba. He observed, "The people in the 
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United States are very hospitable, very 
friendly. When my family, inciuding four 
children, came here, we felt we were a part 
of a larger family. Church members re
ceived us as ilieir own." Benjamin Senti 
came to the United States in 1961, and is 
working on his master's degree in Christian 
Education at Scarritt. He and his family 
live in a Scarritt apartment. He plans to re
main in the United States because of Cuba's 
political situation, but is not sure where he 
will be serving. 

Lovemore Mupita of Rhodesia arrived at 
Scarritt in September 1964. "When I came 
here," he said, "I was a little unsure about 
my welcome. I had heard many stories 
about ilie way people of my race had been 
treated in the South. I have had some minor 
incidents, but generally it hasn't been as bad 
as I e:>..1Jected." He went on to add, "The 
reception here has been generally friendly." 
He has been invited to many homes for 
dinner and sometimes for the weekend. 
"People want to know about the political 
situation and the activities of the Methodist 
Church in my country." 

Commitment to Return Dome 
For all of us, formal study days come to 

an end-and just so wit11 Crusade Scholars 
who often have taken leaves of absence or 
have signed contracts for a definite date to 
return to their work. Just as the Crusade 
Scholarship office wrote ilie introductory 
letter to the international student concern
ing the scholarship award, so it falls to that 
office also to make arrangements for the re
turn of Crusade Scholars to tlrnir home 
countries. 

From Scarritt have gone Khin Khin Thant 
to Burma, Raviprabha Dubey to India, the 
Lagomarsino family in Uruguay, Misa 
Akagawa to Japan. Jaya Mih·a was a popu
lar student at Scanitt from India. When he 
left Scarritt for New York City on his re
turn to India, fifty or more of his fellow 
students were at the railroad station in 

Nashville to bid him farewell. He studied 
Library Science at Peabody College, taking 
courses, too, at Scarritt. He had left his wife 
and two children back in India. But his 
first letter back to the Crusade Scholarship 
office shares ilie joy of reunion after his 
return: 

"It was quite exciting to come back home 
and to find my wife and children in good 
healili. My eldest daughter, eight years 
old, was the first to greet me, and she 
remarked that I did not look like her 
daddy. It was real fun and joy. It.did not 
take a long time to adjust myself to ilie 
food and family situations and I some
times wondered whether I had been 
abroad for two years. It is a rich reunion 
of ilie family." 
If you visit the Scarritt campus in Nash

ville, you will find always Crusade Scholars 
enrolled there in preparation for more effec
tive Christian service--service here in 
America, or overseas in their home coun
tries. If you visit the Crusade Scholarship 
office in New York City, you usually will 
find plans in progress for students to arrive 
at Scarritt or to depart from Scarritt on their 
return home. Scarritt College ·has pub
lished a brochure entitled, "An Invitation 
to Live Eternally,'' and Crusade Scholars
as Scarritt Alumni scattered around the 
world-have been beneficiaries of that in
vitation, in the words of the brochure: 

"Students prepared at Scarritt College for 
Christian 'Workers will influence an un
told number of lives for Christ during 
ilieir years of leadership service. These 
lives will touch other lives, who will 
touch still others, on into the future." 

And this article is interrupted now-to write 
another letter: 

1965 
Dear Miss Konno (in Peru): 

"You have been awarded a Crusade 
Scholarship to study ... at Scarritt Col
lege for Christian ·workers, Nashville, 
Tennessee. 
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Methodist Information 

Bishop Prince A. Taylor, Jr. (center), of Princeton, N.]., is shown as he aswmed office 
as president of the Council of Bishops of The iH etlwdist Clwrcl1 at the close of the 
Council's meeting in Ho11ston, Texas, in April. Bishop Taylor, tcho will serve a one
year term, is the first Negro to head the Council. Also shown are Bishop Richard C. 
Raines (left), of Indianapolis, Indiana, president-designate of the Council, and Bishop 
Roy H. Short (right), of Louisville, Kentucky, secretary of the Council. 

TALKS MOVE AHEAD 
ON CHURCH UNION 

The Consultation on Church Union-an 
attempt by six Protestant communions to 
form a united church "truly catholic, truly 
evangelical and truly reformed"-took three 
dramatically big strides forward in its 
fourth annual meeting held in Lexington, 
Kentucky, April 5-8. 

These were the moves fifty-four dele
gates, nine from each communion, made 
with virtual unanimity: 

I. Established a special commission to 
develop "the outline of a possible plan of 
union" that can be "the major subject for 
study and discussion" in the consultation's 
1966 meeting. 

2. Opened the door wide for churches 
that have been sending observer-consultants 
to become participants in the consultation. 

3. Recorded as consensus two studv com
mission reports that, as the delegat~s said 
in their closing statement, broke "fresh 
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ground" in dealing with the theological and 
practical problems surrounding the forma
tion of a united ministry recognized by all. 

Present participants in the consultation 
are the Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ), the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church, The :tvlethodist Church, the Prot
estant Episcopal Church, the United 
Church of Christ and the United Presby
terian Church in the U.S.A. 

The resolution inviting churches with 
observer-consultant relationship to join the 
consultation was linked to the action estab
lishing a special commission to draft an out
line of a plan of union. 

Terming this a "critical time" for such a 
change in status, the resolution says the con
sultation would welcome word from any 
church sending observer-consultants "that 
it desires an invitation to appoint a mem
ber to the special commission ... provided 
that such church expresses at the same time 
its desire to become a participant in the 

Consultation." 
Observer-consultants of three Negro de

nominations-the African Methodist Epis
copal, the African 1fothodist Episcopal 
Zion and the Christian Methodist Episcopal 
-said they expect their churches, which 
have a combined membership of 2.5 mil
lion, to become participants. 

They were among fourteen communions 
that sent observer-consultants this year. The 
others were the American Baptist Comrcn
tion, the Anglican Church of Canada, the 
Church of the Brethren, the Standing Con
ference of the Canonical Orthodox Bishops 
in the Americas and the Council of Com
munity Churches. 

Also the Moravian Church in Ameiica
Northern Province, the Presbvterian Church 
in Canada, the Prcsbvterian 'church in the 
U.S., the Religious Society of Friends
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, the Roman 
Catholic Church and the United Church of 
Canada. 
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NEW AMERICAN TEMPERANCE PLAN 

PAYS $JOO WEEKLY . •• 
even for life to Non-drinkers and Non-Smokers! 

At last-a new kind of hospitalization plan for you thousands who realize drinking and 
:;moking are harmful. Rates are fantastically low because "poor risk" drinkers and smok
ers are excluded. Since your health is superior there is no age limit, no physical exami
nation, no waiting period. Only you can cancel your policy. No salesman will ever call. 
Starting the first day you enter any hospital, you will be paid $14.28 a day. 

You do not 11moke or drink-
110 why pay premiums for 

those who do? 
Every day in your newspaper you see 
more evidence that drinking and smoking 
shorten life. They're now one of America's 
leading health problems-a prime cause 
of the high premium rates most hospitali
zation policies charge. 

Our rates are based on your 
superior health, 

as a non-drinker and non-smoker. The 
new American Temperance Hospitaliza
tion Plan can offer you unbelievably low 
rates because we do not accept drinkers 
and smokers, who cause high rates. Also, 
your premiums can never be raised be
cause you grow older or have too many 
claims. Only a general rate adjustment 
up or down could affect your low rates. 
And only you can cancel your policy. We 
cannot. 

READ YOUR AMERICAN 
TEMPERANCE PLAN BENEFITS 

1. You receive $100 cash weekly-
TAX FREE-even for life, 

from the first day you enter a hospital. 
Good in any hospital in the world. We pay 
in addition to any other insurance you 
carry. We send you our payments Air 
Mail Special Delivery so you have cash 
on hand fast . No limit on number of times 
you collect. 

2. We cover all accidents and 
sicknesses, 

except pregnancy, any act of war or mili
tary service, pre-existing accidents or 

sickness, hospitalization caused by use of 
liquor or narcotics. On everything else 
you're fully protected-at amazingly low 
rates! 

3. Other benefits for loss 
within 90 days of accident 

(as described in policy>. We pay $2000 
cash for accidental death. Or $2000 cash 
for loss of one hand, one foot, or sight of 
one eye. Or $6000 cash for loss of both 
eyes, both hands, or both feet. 

We invite close comparison 
with any other plan. 

Actually, no other is like ours. But com
pare rates. See whet you save. 

DO THIS TODAY! 
Fill out application below and mail right 
away. Upon approval, your policy will be 
promptly mailed. Coverage begins at noon 
on effective date of your policy. Don't de
lay . Every day almost 50,000 people enter 
hospitals. So get your protection now. 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
Read ot1rr your policy carrfully. Ask )IOUr min· 
ister, lau..•ytr and doctor to r:caminr it. Br surr 
it prot•ides exactly what U"t' say it does. Thrn. 

t::.,.j:~r ::i~ii~~:: a;;,;;:; b::k ~~, ~~~hi~'~o 
~~;sp~~~'tu~mu•iijy~mq':~~:·'/d~t;' ;:£~;.d ~:~,. :;~ 
gain thousands of dollars . . . _vou risk nothing. 

TEAR OUT AND MAIL TODAY BEFORE IT'S TOO LATE ------------------------------------· 
Application to Buckingham Life Insurance Company, Executive I 

Offices, Libertyville, Illinois FOR AT-100 I 

AMERICAN TEMPERANCE HOS PIT ALIZA Tl ON POLICY 
Name (PLEASE PRINT>------------------
Street or RD#-----·-------

c;1y ___________ _ 

County ______ _ _ ___ state _____ Zip _____ _ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Month Day Year I 
Occupation Height ____ Weight__ I 
Age Date of Birth 

Beneficiary Relationship I 
I also apply for coverage for the members of my family listed below: 1

1 NAME • AGE HEIGHT WEIGHT BENEFICIARY BIRTH DATE 

l. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

To the best of your knowledge and belief, are you and all members listed above in good health 
and free from any physical impairment, or disease? Yes D No D 

I 
I 
I 
I 

IMPORTANT: 1.c1..ie y11r llntpremlwm with appllcat11L 

LOOK AT THESE 

To the best of your knowledge, have you or any member above listed had medical advice or 
treatment, or have you or they been advised to have a surgical operation in the last five years? 
Yes O No O If so, please give details stating person affected, cause, date, name and address 
of attending physician, and whether fully recovered. 

AMERICAN TEMPERANCE LOW RATES 
Pay Monthly Pay Yearly 

Each aduli $J80 $38 19-59 pays 

Each adult $590 $59 60-69 pays 

Each adult $790 $79 70·100 pays 

Each ctuld 18 
41nd under pays 

SAVE TWO MONTHS PREMIUM BY PATING YEARLY! 

JUNE H)65 

Neither I nor any person listed above uses tobacco or alcoholic beverages, and I hereby apply 
for a policy based on the understanding that the policy does not cover conditions originating 
prior to its effective date, and that the policy is issued solely and entirely in reliance upon the 
written answers to the above questions. 

Date: Signed:"'-------------
AHAT 

Mail this application witli your firsl premium lo 3083 

AMERICAN TEMPERANCE ASSOCIATES, Inc., Box 131, Libertyville, lllitiols 
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SHE USED TO WORRY ABOUT 
WEARING A HEARING AID! 

When she first bought her Radioear 
900 hearing aid she often looked into 
a mirror to make certain that it was 
unnoticeable. But now her mind is at 
ease. Her friends still don't know that 
she wears a hearing aid. As a matter 
of fact, the Radioear 900 is so light, 
so comfortable and its tones are so 
natural that she hardly knows she's 
wearing it. It fits perfectly behind her 
ear and is completely hidden by a 
wisp of hair. She's glad she discovered 
the Radioear 900. Why don't you find 
out more about it? Clip this ad today 
and send it to Radioear Corporation, 
Dept. 17 Valley Brook Road, Canons· 

burg, Pa. ~ 

,,~,1?,~i~EAR® 
• • • naturally! 

Just one bequest 
guarantees 
-life income for 

your loved ones 
-perpetual help 

for your church 

A lump sum left to those you love 
through a bequest or insurance may 
be quickly dissipated. You may 
find under certain state laws you 
cannot make a bequest to the 
church's work as you desire it. 

Consider drawing your will so 
that gift annuities will be presented 
to your loved ones upon your death. 
While they live, the principal is 
invested to produce guaranteed 
income, unaffected by economic 
climate. Upon their deaths, it is 
released to do the Lord's work in 
whatever mission field you choose. 

To help you plan for such per
petual Christian stewardship, two 
challenging new booklets are yours 
for the asking: 
''DEDICATED DOLLARS'', teU
ing how you may benefit from 
Woman's Division Annuities;. . 
"Remembering the WOMAN'S 
DIVISION in Your WILL", cover
ing steps in making a will. 
Address the Treasurer, Dept. W0-65 
WOMAN'S DIVISION OF THE BOARD OF MISSIONS 

OF THE METHODIST CHURCH 
475 Riverside Dr. New York, N. Y. 10027 
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The consultation's communion service 
was held at Cane Ridge !vleeting House 
near Paris, Ky., oldest historical shrine of 
the Christian Churches and the site of a 
frontier camp meeting in 1801 in which 
ministers of several denominations preached 
simultaneously to crowds estimated at more 
than 20,000. 

In discussing and revising rep01ts from its 
two study commissions on the establishment 
of a unified ministry, the consultation ap
parently broke through a major obstacle to 
church unity-inclusion of the historic epis
copate in a union of episcopal and non
episcopal churches. 

The delegates accepted the historic epis
copate-preservation of the continuity of 
the ministry through ordination by bishops 
in succession-but pointed out that some 
of the participating churches have main
tained this continuity in other ·ways. 

Some churches depend on "a continuity 
in apostolic teaching, guarded by a presby
terial succession," they noted, while others 
"see the continuity as being maintained 
through the apostolic faith, worship and 
witness of congregations and associations." 

"We are convinced that these positions 
are not incompatible," they declared. 

Representatives of "all the ministerial of
fices in the church, including the general 
ministry of the unordained" should par
ticipate in ordinations in the united church, 
the consultants said. 

This reflects the tradition of communions 
like the Disciples in which elders of local 
congregations participate in the "laying on 
of hands" in ordination services. 

Consensus was that the unified rilinish-y 
must be established in the framework of a 
church "truly catholic, truly evangelical, 
tmly reformed." No church in the con
sultation lacks any of these attributes, nor 
has a monopoly on one or the other, the 
delegates stressed. 

"Each of us claims and cherishes a de
cisive rootage in and continuity with the 
Christian past, a basic commitment to the 
primacy of faith and the supremacy of 
Scripture and a corporate will to be re
formed and renewed by the mind of 
Christ," they continued. 

Admitting in their closing statement that 
the draft outline the special commission 
will prepare during the next year "will be 
very for from a completed plan ready for 
submission to our constituent churches," the 
consultants said: 

"But it is far more important to note that 
this marks the first time we have felt able, 
and therefore compelled, to begin the 
delicate and equally commanding task of 
sketching, realistically and practically, the 
outline of the united church which we have 
imagined-perhaps all too easily-in time 
past." 

Members of the special commission, one 
from each participating communion, were 
named by the denominational delegations. 
They are: 

Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) 
-Dr. George G. Beazley, Jr., of Indianap
olis, Ind. , president of the Disciples 
Council on Christian Unity. 

Evangelical United Brethren Church-

Dr. Paul 'Vashburn of Dayton, Ohio, ex
ecutive director of his denomination's Com
mission on Church Union. 

The Methodist Church-Bishop F. 
Gerald Ensley of Columbus, Ohio, pro tern 
appointee until the Methodists' Commission 
on Ecumenical Affairs meets to make an of
ficial appointment. 

The Protestant Episcopal Church-the 
Rt. Rev. Stephen F. Bayne, Jr., director of 
the Overseas Department and first vice
president of his church. 

The United Church of Christ-Dr. Paul 
S. !\•linear, professor of New Testament at 
Yale Divinity School, New Haven, Conn. 

The United Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A.-the Rev. Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, stated clerk of his denomination. 

Christian education forces of the six 
communions were urged in a resolution on 
interpretation to jointly produce education
al materials on the issues involved in 
church union. 

The same resolution requests church 
magazines to carry syndicated articles about 
church union, program arms of the denomi-· 
nations to help with interpretation and 
theological seminaries to include these con
cerns in their curricula and programs. 

The consultation also urged widespread 
observance of Sunday, April 24, 1966, "as 
the occasion to encourage joint study 
groups, prayer for church union and the 
widespread invitation of pulpit guests across 
denominational lines." 

Next meeting of the consultation will be 
in Dallas, Texas, May 2-5, 1966. The Rt . 
Rev. Robert F . Gibson, Jr., of Richmond, 
Va., Episcopal bishop of Virginia and chair
man of the consultation for the 1964-66 
biennium, will preside. 

The nine-member Methodist delegation 
included: 

Bishop F . Gerald Ensley, Columbus, 
Ohio, head of the Ohio vVest Area and 
chairman of the Commission on Ecumenical 
Affairs. 

Bishop James K. Mathews of the Boston 
Area, vice chairman of the Commission on 
Ecumenical Affairs and chailman of its 
Committee on Ecumenical Consultation and 
Church Union. 

Bishop Everett W. Palmer of the Seattle 
('Vash.) Area, vice chairman of the Com
mission on Ecumenical Affairs and chairman 
of its Committee on Ecumenical Promotion 
and Interpretation. 

Miss Dorothy !vlcConncll, New York, as
sociate general secretary of the Board of 
Missions and executive of its 'Vom:m's Di
vision . 

Dr. Charles F. Marsh, president of Wof
ford College, Spartanburg, S.C. 

The Rev. Dr. N01man L. Trott, president 
of \Vesley Theological Seminary, Washing
ton, D.C. 

The Rev. Dr. J. Robert Nelson, professor 
in Oberlin (Ohio) Graduate School of 
Theology. 

The Rev. Dr. Robert Vl. Huston, minister 
of the Newtonville (Mass.) Metl1odist 
Church. 

The Rev. Dr. Ralph Mirse of Boston, ex
ecutive secretary of the New England .Con
ference Board of Missions. 
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The last three named were seated in 
place of three members of the !viethodist 
delegation who were unable to attend: 
Bishop John Wesley Lord, \Vashington, 
D.C.; Dean ·waiter G. Mueldcr of Boston 
University School of Theology; and the 
Rev. Dr. Albert C. Outler, professor in 
Perkins School of Theology at Southern 
1fothodist University, Dallas, Texas. 

The seminarian who sat as an observer, 
representing seminaries of The Methodist 
Church, was John Ross, a student in the 
Methodist Theological School in Ohio, Dela
ware, Ohio. 

Bishop Mathews serves on the executive 
committee of COCU, representing The 
Methodist Church. Dr. Trott served as 
chairman of one of the study groups. 

Professor Outler headed the commission 
which produced one of the basic papers on 
"Order and Ordination," and Dr. John W. 
Deschner, Jr., also on the Perkins faculty, 
was an author of one of the study papers. 

COUNCIL OF BISHOPS 
ISSUES MESSAGE 

In a message adopted at Houston, Texas, 
April 22 the Methodist Council of Bishops 

urged conference-table negotiations in 
Viet Nam. 
spoke out in favor of an inclusive church 
and voting rights for all citizens. 
took a stance calling for "continued com
munication" with other religious bodies 
and a willingness to share in further 
ecumenical moves. 
lashed out at trends away from accepted 
standards of morality in a "culture in 
transition." 
The bishops called for Methodists to 

study and understand actions of the Gen
eral Conference, particularly the Social 
Creed, and "to seek constructive involve
ment in the solution of great human issues. n 

A note of penitence climaxed tl1c mes
sage as the bishops recorded their "deep 
sorrow over the church's sin" and acknowl
edged "the share which we and all its mem
bers have had in that sin." 

"We pray," the bishops concluded, "for 
Christian renewal within the framework of 
the organized church, and as chief pastors, 
we commit our lives to this sacr~d objective. 
We call upon our people to join us in this 
covenant." 

In a separate action, the Council of 
Bishops sent a message to tl1e Vatican Coun
cil, expressing appreciation for "the gracious 
hospitality extended to the delegated-ob
servers at the Council including several of 
our own number." 

'With many other Christians," the bish
ops' letter said, "we share great hopes of 
what the Council may do that could further 
us all in the renovation of the Christian 
community in its God-given mission in the 
contemporary world." 

Seventy-four bishops-a record numb.er 
for a council meeting not associated with a 
General Conference-attended the Houston 
meeting, which was under the chairman
ship of Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke of New 
York. 

It was the first time four of the new 
bishops from overseas had attended a coun-
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cil meeting. Those welcomed to the fellow
ship were: Bishop John Wesley Shungu of 
tl1e Congo, Bishop Robert F. Lundy of 
Singapore, Bishop A. J. Shaw of Bombay 
and Bishop P. C. Benjamin Balaram of 
Lucknow. 

Following its usual practice, the council 
heard reports on the church's work in three 
episcopal areas by the resident bishop. Bish
op W. Angie Smith reported on the work 
of the Oklahoma-New Mexico Area. Bishop 
Newell S. Booth told of the work in the 
newly created Harrisburg (Pa.) Area, and 
Bishop Paul N. Garber told his colleagues 
about developments in another new area
Raleigh (N.C.). 

The fall meeting of the council is set for 
Seattle, Wash., Nov. 15-18, with Bishop 
Everett W. Palmer as host. 

The complete text of the Bishops' mes
sage follows: 

"The Christian Church is confronted with 
an inescapable responsibility to offer crea
tive and redemptive leadership to the 
human family in this hour of grave peril and 
high opportunity. Methodism, a part of that 
Church, dares not fail to proclaim a mes
sa~e for such a time. 

'We are surrounded by multiplied revo
lutions; also, there is a proud, self-sufficient 
intellectualism wholly oblivious to the af
firmations of New Testament Christianity. 
\Ve declare our unshaken conviction that 
Jesus Christ is Saviour and Lord and tl1e 
World's only hope. In the light of this truth, 
we must both restyle old strategies and at
tempt disciplined and bold new approaches 
to the holy task in our hands. 

"As Bishops of The Methodist Church, 
we are deeply concerned over the tragic 
war in Viet Nam with its tl1reat of unbe
lievable destruction for all mankind. We 
urge our national and international leaders 
to commit themselves and their nations to 
the conference table and negotiate for un
derstanding and peace with freedom. 

"\Ve are also concerned about tl1e dis
crimination and violence that prevail in all 
parts of the world, and the fact that man's 
hatred, prejudice, selBshness and brutality 
are so destructive in human life and society. 
We are grateful for those who have given 
their Christian witness in differing ways at 
great peril. As a result, certain encouraging 
signs of hope are emerging. 

"\¥e reaffirm our belief in the free and 
unhampered dignity . of every individual, in 
an inclusive church, and in the God-given 
right of every citizen to have a voice in 
directing the affairs of his own community 
and country. We shall do all within our 
power to make this faith a reality. 

"If brotherhood is preached, tlien surely 
it should be practiced upon all levels. We 
are reminded on this, the lOOth anni
versary of the birtl1 of John R. Mott, :tvleth
odist lay statesman of the ecumenical move
ment that continued communication with 
other religious bodies is more indispensable 
now than ever. A united Christian witness is 
mandatory for our times. The structure of 
tl1is unity in Christ should be determined 
and ways of making it constantly more ef
fective development. We now are led in our 
consultations on unity to areas beyond the 
Protestant circle. Doors are opening for 
muhrnl fellowship with our Roman Catholic 
brethren in a larger ecumenicity. ~lethodism 
is alert to this wholesome new movement, 
and is ready to participate in all proper 
ways. 

YOU'D NEVER GUESS THAT 
HE HAS NERVE DEAFNESS! 

He used to avoid the telephone. He 
also avoided personal contacts. He 
could hear people, but he couldn't 
understand them. He knew that he 
needed help, but the thought of wear
ing a hearingaid distressed him. Then 
he discovered the Radioear 900. This 
tiny hearing aid fits inconspicuously 
behind his ear. Yet it has superb to
nal qualities. Now he uses the tele
phone naturally. And he no longer 
avoids friends. For the first time in 
years, he's enjoying good hearing. For 
more information about the Radioear 
900, clip this ad today and send it to 
Radioear Corporation, Dept. 17 Valley 
Brook Road, Canonsburg, Pa. 
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l<orca Methodist Photo, by J, H. Moore 

Six of seven Korean missionaries are shown d11ring a recent commissioning service held 
at historic Ch11ng Dong Methodist Church in Seoul. Bislwp Whan Shin Lee commis
sioned the ttco married co11ples and three women who will serve in Sarawak, Bolivia 
and Pakistan as missionaries of the a11tonomolls Korean Metlwdist Ch!lrch. 

"It has become incredibly easy for re
sponsible people to rationalize away ac
cepted standards of morality as unessential 
and iITelevant. Wanton acts of crime, drunk
enness and sexual exploitation and abuse 
are flippantly tolerated and comfortably 
minimized as necessaiily characteristic of a 
culture in transition. Basic rights like free
dom of action and speech have been made 
into license for defamy and filth. The people 
of Christ, through the Church, must speak 
meaningfully to the moral lostness of this 
age. 

"'Ve call upon :lv!ethodists everywhere to 
study and understand the actions of the 
General Conference, and particularly the 
content of the Social Creed, in order that 
they may not be misled by half-truths or 
unfounded and unjustified attacks upon the 
Church. ·we further challenge our people to 
inform themselves with respect to the great 
Christian movements in our world culture, 
and as wise and good citizens to seek con
structive involvement in the solution of 
great human issues. 

"The far-flung enterprises of Christianity 
-missionary, social, educational, evan
gelistic-are all products of the institutional 
Church which is currently the subject of 
widespread and often honest criticism. 'i\'e 
record our deep sorrow over the Church's 
sin and penitently acknowledge the share 
which we and all its members have had in 
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that sin. \i\7e pray for Christian renewal 
within the framework of the organized 
Church, and as chief pastors, we commit 
our lives to this sacred objective. \i\Te call 
upon our people to join us in this covenant." 

JUDICIAL COUNCIL 
RULES ON RACE 

The Judicial Council of The :tvlethodist 
Church held April 23 that the right of any 
person, of any race or color, to attend ser
vices of any Methodist congregation was 
unequivocally sustained by the 1964 Gen
eral Conference. 

It said this in declining to hear a question 
of church law concerning the arrests of 
several Negroes and others aJTested for try
ing to attend services in Mississippi in 1963 
and 1964. The issue raised by the case, as 
to whether church law had been different 
at the time of the arrests, is now moot, the 
council said. 

The council had been asked whether sev
eral Jackson, :lvliss., churches were acting 
lawfully when they barred thirty-four per
sons from attending their services in late 
1963 and early 1964. Although it was hear
ing the petition here only to determine 
whether it had legal jurisdiction, the council 

(the denomination's "supreme comt") spent 
several hours in deliberation on the case. 

It decided that the Secretarial Council of 
the Interboard Commission on the Local 
Church lacked the official status to request 
a declaratory decision. That council, whose 
members are executives of national church 
agencies, is primarily a coordinating body. 
It had asserted that the freedom to attend 
church services of l\fothodism is "relevant to 
the work" of these agencies. Its question 
was raised as to church law adopted in 
1960, which was in effect at the time of the 
arrests. 

The Judicial Council agreed, however, 
that "the right of a local church to deter
mine who may attend its worship services 
or become a member has been determined 
(by the 1964 legislation) and any ambigui
ty as to the position of The Methodist 
Church prior to that date can no longer 
affect the work of any board or body of 
the General Conference." 

The 1964 actions declared that "all per
sons, without regard to race, color, national 
origin or economic condition, shall be able 
to attend (Methodist) worship services, to 
participate in its programs and, when they 
take the appropriate vows, to be adrnittecl 
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into its membership in any local church in 
the connection." The legislation stated also 
that "a member of a local l\fothodist church 
is a member of The Methodist Church any
where in the connection." 

Some of the thirty-four persons arrested 
have not yet had their trials in municipal 
court, while others are under appeal to 
higher courts after convictions. Charges 
were trespassing and interfering with divine 
worship. 

An answer as to whether General Con
ference or the jurisdictional conferences 
have ultimate authority in regional de
segregation of The Methodist Church has 
been delayed for at least six months. 

The Judicial Council, meeting April 22, 
agreed to postpone its hearing of South
eastern and Central Jmisdictions' requests 
for determination of the issue. 

The delay was asked jointly by the juris
dictions' representatives, acting in turn on 
a request from the Council of Bishops. The 
bishops sought more time for additional ef
forts to reconcile the difficulties of further 
integration, prior to a legal determination. 

The matter is slated to come again before 
the church's "supreme court" at its next 
meeting, in October, 1965. A half-hour con
sideration replaced the scheduled day-long 
hearing. 

The Council of Bishops, meeting earlier 
in the week at Houston, agreed to establish 
a committee of bishops to "set itself to the 
task immediately." It expressed concern for 
"the general welfare of our church." 

The basic issue brought to the Judicial 
Council was whether the church-wide Gen
eral Conference has constitutional power to 
require the elimination of racially segre
gated annual conferences. 

It refers largely to Amendment IX under 
which Negro annual conferences and 
churches mav transfer from Central to the 
geographic j~risdictions, under a procedure 
voluntary on both sides. The legislation, 
aimed at elimination of the Central Juris
diction, calls for a two-step process-trans
fer of the annual conference as a unit, then 
the reorganization of annual conferences 
on an area basis without regard to race. 

The amendment has been used for local 
church transfers to four of the five jurisdic
tions and for conference transfers from 
Central to two jurisdictions. About one 
third of Central's former membership of 
373,000 has been transferred in this man
ner. One of the transferred conferences was 
dissolved and integrated immediately, and 
the other two are to be integrated by June. 

The bishops' committee is intended to im
plemerit action leading from the first to the 
second step, which is at the heart of the 
Central-Southeastern dispute. 

Southeastern had recommended that Ne
gro annual conferences within its hounds 
be invited to take the first step, on the 
condition that conference mergers and 
boundary changes would be a Southeastern 
Jurisdiction matter. 

Central had urged that its conferences 
not transfer unless they had some assurance 
that the second step would follow. 

The issue came to the Judicial Council 
on the question of whether the jurisclictional 
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conference has full authority over deter
mination of its annual conferences merger 
and boundaries or General Conference has 
constitutional power to enact legislation to 
insure the elimination of racially segregated 
annual conferences. 

Presiding over the council here was Paul 
R. Ervin, Charlotte, N.C., attorney. 

Appearing for the Southeastern Jurisdic
tion was Reber Boult, Nashville, Tenn., at
torney, who said he did not care to com
ment on the new development. 

Dr. vV. Astor Kirk, Washington, D.C., 
church executive and representing Central 
Jurisdiction as chairman of its Committee of 
Five, said the jurisdiction's basic goal re
mains "elimination of all forms of racial 
segregation" from the church's organization 
and programs. He said committee officers 
interpret the Council of Bishops' request to 
mean that they "themselves will undertake 
immediate, specific and positive actions 
throughout the church to achieve the goal 
we seek, hoping thereby that litigation and 
further General Conference legislation will 
not be necessary." 

The parties had presented legal briefs 
totaling some 100 pages to the council. In 
addition, "fiiend of the court" briefs were 
filed by two individuals. 

SET UP CENTER FOR 
URBAN TRAINING 

Using the streets, apartment houses, busi
ness establishments, church buildings and 
community centers as its "classrooms," the 
national home missions agency of the 10,-
300,000-member Methodist Church is 
launching a major new ecumenical program 
in New York for training ministers and lay
men for church work in the city. 

The agency, the National Division of the 
Methodist Board of Missions, is taking ini
tiative in the new program, but has invited 
other denominations to participate in it 
from the outset, so that it will be ecumeni
cal in planning and operation. 

The National Division voted to move 
into the new program in urban mission at 
its recent executive committee meeting. 
The executive committee voted an initial 
investment of $500,000 to finance the pro
gram for two years. 

The program, in - addition to being ecu
menical in design, is to be a pilot project 
for similar programs in other cities. Methods 
and skills developed in it are eiqJected to 
be applicable in urban church work 
throughout the nation. 

The objective of the new program, as 
defined by the Rev. Dr. J. Edward 
Carothers, New York, associate general sec
retary of the Board with responsibility for 
the National Division, is to train ministers 
and laymen in new skills, insights and tech
niques for Christian mission in the city. 

"New skills are required," he said, "be
cause the urban setting is new, and imposes 
revolutionary new obligations upon those 
who would engage in urban ministry. The 
National Division has become acutely aware 
of a nationwide demand for new skills in 
carrying out the Christian mission in the 
cities. This new and radical ecumenical 
training program for both clergy and laity 
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• Concise Bible commentary 
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discoveries 
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New officers of the Religious Public Relations Council are shorcn following their election 
at the group's annual meeting in Minneapolis. Left to right, they include: Dr. Marvin 
C. Wilbur, RPRC executive secretary; Rev. David Gockley, president; Dr. W. C. Fields, 
vice-president; Lois Anderson, secretary; and Leonard M. Perryman, treasurer. Mr. 
Perryman is director of the Department of News Service of the Methodist Board of 
Missions. 

is an attempt to meet the demand and pro
vide some of the needed new skills. 

"The revolutionarv elements involved in 
the urbanization of ,American life threaten 
to destroy the churches unless a revolution
ary response is made by both ministers and 
laymen. Thus the time is ripe for a great 
forward movement of Christian mission in 
the cities, for they constitute the greatest 
missionary opportunity yet to come within 
the reach of the church." 

The program is expected to start soon 
in a New York location to be announced. 
There will be a minimum of space needed 
for the program, with almost none of the 
usual classrooms, lecture halls, laboratories, 
etc. There will be only three . offices, one 
for each of three full-time specialists in the 
program, and three discussion rooms. 

The classrooms, Dr. Carothers said, will 
be the streets, apartment houses, business 
establishments, church buildings, commu
nity centers and other existing buildings in 
the city. Local churches especially will be 
used as centers for the program, though 

46 [ 0'306] 

much of it will not be within the walls of 
the buildings. 

The program will train at least four types 
of persons, including: I-Pastors already in 
the active ministry, presently engaged in 
city work or interested in it. 2-Lay persons 
recommended by their local churches. 3-

. College graduates who wish to engage in 
mission service under the direction of the 
church. Many of these would probably be 
U.S.-2's, young men and women who give 
two years of special-term missionary service 
in home fields. 4-College and university 
teachers wishing to be informed and pre
pared for Christian involvement in the 
city. 

The training will be flexible to accom
modate ministers and laymen who can give 
varying amounts of time to the program. 
Some will be involved full time for a year, 
others for three months, some for one 
month. Some lay persons will participate 
who can give only a limited number of 
week-ends, or one or two weekdays, a year. 

Dr. Carothers said that the program will 

be open to ministers of many denomina
tions from all over America. It is hoped, he 
added, that persons trained in the New 
York program may help to start similar, but 
not necessarily identical, urban training pro
grams in other cities. 

Explaining that an ecumenical approach 
is essential in the program, the missions 
executive said: "While Methodism is taking 
the lead in bringing this training program 
into being, it is to be in the fullest coopera
tion with all other interested denominations. 
This is launched with Methodist funds to 
support it, but the commitment is to all 
denominations and to all people of the city. 
This program will unleash tremendous 
energies through interdenominational co
operation. Methodism cannot prosper as a 
church alone. The denominations are mu
tually dependent on each other in urban 
mission." 

The ecumenical design of the program 
will be carried out in its administration, 
which will be through an eleven-member 
interdenominational board of directors. It 
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is being selected by the National Division, 
which is inviting church leaders of several 
denominations to serve on the board. 

At the outset, there will be a full-time 
staff of three persons, a project director 
and two associate project directors. 

The initial budget for staff salaries, schol
arships and support of bustees, and other 
expenses will be $250,000 a year. The Na
tional Division has allocated $500,000 from 
reserves and other available funds to the 
program, assuring it at least two years of 
life. 

Methods of training and involvement by 
those in the program \vill fall generally 
into five categories, Dr. Carothers said. He 
outlined them: 

"I-Small group involvement in facing 
the issues of what living the Christian life 
daily means. 2-Engagement in being re
lated to those who may distrust the Chris
tian claim, or who may have once held it 
in faith but now reject it. 3-Work assign
ments with groups, individuals, classes
physical labors or any other life-involve
ments that may become available through 
imagination and careful planning. 4-Study 
in depth, using the best teaching methods 
available. 5--Participation in youth leader
ship projects, recreation programs and com
munity organization activities." 

New York was selected for the program 
for several reasons: 1-A great concentra
tion of population with a maximum of so
cial, racial and cultural mixtures. 2-
Multiple types of adjacent suburban com
munities with good transportation facilities, 
enabling volunteer participation by sub
urban residents. 3-Nearness of interested 
theological schools. "After much discus
sion," Dr. Carothers said, "it was decided 
that the most typical urban setting in the 
world is found in New York. It has every
thing now that will exist everywhere soon 
in the emerging urban culture." 

Living quarters for those in the program 
may not be in a single neighborhood, or 
near the project headquarters. Instead, they 
may be scattered over the city. 

Dr. Carothers said the program is ex
pected to produce people with new skills 
and strong motivations along several lines 
of urban ministry. Among these are: 

1-How to get to people who have found 
anonymity in the great high-rise apartment 
developments of the city. 2-How to help 
people organize and develop skills through 
community organization to better them
selves, and yet develop in them the con
viction that "all power must be held subject 
to God's sovereignty over our lives." 3-
How to help the individual Christian to 
\vitness to Christ in daily life-in his job, 
in politics, in social contacts, etc. 4-How 
evangelism can become an effective func
tion of the church in the urban situation, 
though there be little promise of numerical 
success. 5-How the institutional church, 
now under criticism from many quarters, 
can be effective in a society of institutions, 
and how can the city church be financed 
satisfactorily. 

It is planned that within the next few 
weeks, as the program gets underway, the 
staff related to it \vill spend time visiting 
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similar projects and programs to observe, to 
confer and to learn. These include the Ecu
menical Institute and the Urban Training 
Center for Christian Mission in Chicago. 
"Everything that has been learned in 
projects of this kind \viii be utilized and 
improved upon wherever possible," Dr. 
Carothers said. 

Summarizing the need for the new pro
gram and the promise it holds, he said: 
"Belief that the church can triumph in the 
city is justified on the grounds of what is 
now taking place in limited sectors. How
ever, needs are evident on two levels. There 
is the need for new skills by means of 
which the clergy and laity may carry out 
the mission in the city. The other level of 
need is the city itself. The city in history 

has been the source of much cultural and 
religious treasure. The city today is not 
fruitful in the measure it can and should be. 
The need, then, is twofold: a need for 
skills, and the need of the city for the fruits 
of those skills.'' It is the mission of the 
church to transform, convert, re-direct and 
make manifest the destiny of the city as a 
rightful expression of God's grace for the 
good of men. 

DIRKSEN AMENDMENT 
OPPOSED BY WOMEN 

The national policy-making organization 
for Methodist women throughout the 
United States has put itself on record 
against the so-called Dirksen Amendment, 
which would have the effect of voiding the 
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pleto and reliable publishing tirogram: 
publlcUy, advertlslno. handsome books. 
Speedy, emcient service. Send for 
FREE manuscript report & copy of 
Publish Your Book. 
CARLTON PRESS Dept. RHR 
84 Firth Ave. New York 11, N. Y. 
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Supreme Court decision on legislative re
apportionment. The proposed amendment, 
the group said, would violate the "one man, 
one vote" principle. · 

The organization is the Woman's Divi
sion of the Methodist Board of Missions. 
It took action on the Dirksen Amendment 
at its recent executive committee meeting 
at the Interchurch Center in New York. 
The \Voman's Division is the national body 
through which 36,000 local Woman's So
cieties of Christian Service and Wesleyan 
Service Guilds function. Total membership 
of the Societies and Guilds throughout 
America is 1,700,000. 

The Woman's Division also reaffirmed 
its policy on agricultural workers and took 
cognizance of a letter from Methodist mis
sionaries in Japan, reminding American 
Methodists that their actions in the field of 
race relations have a strong influence on 
Christian missionary work in Japan. 

In expressing opposition to the Dirksen 
Amendment, the Woman's Division said: 

"Efforts are being made to secure a con
stitutional amendment which would in the 
minds of many competent leaders circum
vent the Supreme Court ruling of June, 
1964, and allow a state legislature to ap
portion one house on factors other than 
population. This would mean a violation 
of the principle of 'one man, one vote.' In 
light of these efforts to amend the U. S. 
Constitution, in view of continuing concern 
for the right of each man to vote and to 
have his vote count equally, and since 
current national efforts are being made to 
assure access to the ballot box without re
gard to race, color or national origin, the 
\Voman's Division expresses its opposition 
to the proposed Dirksen Amendment." 

The Woman's Division also recommended 
that "Methodist women be informed of 
the issues at stake in this proposed amend
ment, both as they relate to Congressional 
action and to state legislatures, and that 
they b~ urged to make their convictions 
known. 

In another action, the Woman's Division 
reaffirmed its opposition to reactivation of 
Public Law 78, which provided for the 
importation of agricultural workers from 
Mexico and which expired December 13, 
1964. It also requested its president, Mrs. 
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Glenn E. Laskey, Ruston, La., to write 
Secretary of Labor \Villard \Virtz, expres
sing appreciation for "his efforts on behalf 
of farm workers and offering support for 
efforts to extend minimum wage coverage 
to this group." 

MISSION BOARD 
NAMES STAFF 

The l\.Iethodist Board of Missions elected, 
promoted or shifted responsibilities of thir
teen staff members at its recent executive 
committee meeting. 

Among the staff changes was the promo
tion of Miss Theressa Hoover, New York 
and Fayetteville, Ark., to the highest execu
tive position ever held by a Negro woman 
in the 10,300,000-member ~fothodist 
Church. She was elected assistant general 
secretarv of the Board of Missions with 
responsibility for the Section of Program 
and Education for Christian Mission in 
the Woman's Division. She takes office Sep
tember 1. In that position, she will co
ordinate the leadership training program of 
the national Methodist women's organiza
tion, the ·woman's Society of Christian 
Service (membership: 1,700,000), and will 
help to develop the overall program and 
activities of the \Voman's Society. She has 
been on the Board stafF in other positions 
since 1948. 

Other persons involved in the action of 
the Board's executive committee, and their 
new jobs are: 

Miss Ruth Antstey, London, England, 
elected to a one-year te1m as assistant gen
eral secretary for planning administration 
in the World Division of the Board. She 
will plan the long-range strategy and ob
jectives of the Board in its overseas mis-

. . 
·~ ... · ... ,. .. _ ' . Z)~ . 

·_ .: . ,:· : . :' ,, <! : ' ' .. 

DEPARTURES FOR JUNE, 1965 

June 2 Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Root and four 
children, from New York to India, 
Queen Elizabeth, Cunard 

June 2 Rev. and Mrs. Edwin Hackney and 
four children, from New York to 
India, Queen Elizabeth, Cunard 

June 3 Miss Eva Logue, from Baltimore to 
India, Fli. #292, NAL 

June 3 Rev. and Mrs. Norman William 
Duncan and two children, from San 
Francisco, to Philippines, President 
Cleveland, American President 

June 16 Rev. and Mrs. David L. Allen and 
two children, from New York to 
Congo, Castel Felice, Sipmar 

June 23 Miss Sue Robinson, from New York 
to Algeria, Fli. #102, PAA 

June 25 Rev. and Mrs. James R. Stevenson 
and two children, from New York 
to Leopoldville, Congo, Fli. #548, 
Sabena 

June 26 Rev. and Mrs. Joseph M. Davis, from 
New York to Congo, Fli . #622, 
KLM 

June 29 Mr. and Mrs. Richard Schwenk and 
one child, from Minneapolis to 
Malaysia, Fli. #63, Western 

sionary outreach in forty-eight countries. 
She is new to the Board staff. 

The Rev. Paul A. Stauffer, Concord, N. 
H., elected executive secretary of coordina
tion of the Board's National Division. In 
this newly created position, he will have 
key administrative, coordinative and plan
ning responsibilities. He is new to the 
Board staff. 

Miss Betsy K. Ewing, Nashville, Tenn., 
elected executive secretary of deaconess 
work in the National Division. Hers is a 
key assignment, as she will work with ap
proximately 400 Methodist deaconesses, 
who are commissioned women serving full
time in many phases of church work (Chris
tian education, social work, nursing, etc.). 
She will coordinate the recruitment, work 
assignments and overall policies relative to 
the deaconess movement, and will be the 
executive officer of the national Methodist 
Commission on Deaconess ·work. That of
fice has been vacant since September. She 
is new to the Board staff. 

The Rev. Dr. Harry S. Komuro, Phila
delphia, Pa., and formerly of Honolulu, · 
Hawaii, promoted to executive secretarv of 
missions and provisional conferences in. the 
National Division. He will coordinate the 
home missions and church extension rela
tionships of the Division with Methodists 
in special home mission fields such as 
Alaska, Puerto Rico, the Oklahoma Indian 
Mission and Hawaii. He will help deter
mine who will be sent as home missionaries 
to those fields and how much money will 
be given for mission and church ext~nsinP 
work. He has been on the Board staff in 
other positions since 1963. 

The Rev. Albert S. Adams, Philadelph:a 
and Collingswood, N. J., transferred to the 
newly created post of director of missions 
and provisional conferences in the National 
Division. For several years, he has been 
director of church extension for the twelve
state Northeastern Jurisdiction. 

The Rev. Dr. Harold S. Huff, Phila
delphia and Blackwood, N. J., promoted to 
executive secretary of town and country 
work in the National Division. He will 
coordinate Methodism's minishy to the 
rural and small town areas of America. He 
has been on the Board's staff as a director 
of town and country work since 1961. 

Miss Betty J. Letzig, New York City 
and Hardin, Mo., elected director of town 
and country work in the National Division. 
She will work particularly \vith almost 100 
women in the field of rural church-and-com
munity service throughout the U. S. She 
has been with the Board in other capacities 
since 1962. 

The Rev. Avery C. Manchester, New 
York and Winsted, Conn., elected secretary 
of missionary personnel in the Board's Of
fice of Missionary Personnel. He will work 
in the recruitment, selection and training 
of missionaries, especially those planning 
to enter short-term service overseas. He has 
been on the Board staff since 1964. 

The Rev. Dr. Ernest W. Lee, Haddon 
Heights, N. J., elected director of church 
extension in the National Division with 
responsibility for the twelve-state North
eastern Jurisdiction. He will guide new 
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congregation development and help to 
make loans to churches for buildiJ1g pur
poses. He is new to the Board staff. 

The Rev. \¥. Darwin Andrus Houston 
T ' ' exas, elected a director of church exten-
sion in the National Division, effective 
September I. He will work in developing 
n~w congregations and helpillg t<'l deter
mme when building loans should be made 
to churches, and in what amount. He is 
new to the Board staff. 

!-.fas Else Maria (Mia) Aurbakken New 
Yo1:k and ~lgiers, Algeria, elected se;retmy 
of mternahonal affairs of the \Voman's Di
vision. Her work will be in the Methodist 
Office at the Church Center for the United 
Nations in New York. The Methodist Office 
is operated joilltly by tl1e Woman's Divi
sion and the Metlmdist Board of Christian 
Social Concerns. The program illvolves 
Methodist U. N. semillars and liaison work 
witl1 the U. N. She has been on tllC Board 
staff since 1963. 

Miss Ruth Harris, New York and O'Neill 
Nebr., elected functional secretary for th~ 
university world ill the \:Vorld Division. She 
will help Methodist and Methodist-related 
churches overseas to illcrease their effec
tiveness in witness and work among faculty 
and students in universities, and will work 
with Student Christian Movements over
seas. She has been on tllC Board staff since 
1959. 

METHODISTS PLAN 
MISSION CONFERENCE 

The annual New and Furloughed Metl1-
odist Missionary Conference, which each 
year brings together about 400 overseas 
missionaries and missions executives, will 
be held under different sponsorship this 
year, reflecting tllC new structure of the 
Methodist Board of Missions. The dates for 
the 1965 Conference are June 14-20, and 
the place, as ill past years, will be DePauw 
University, Greencastle, Ind. 

The sponsor of the Conference tl1is year 
will be the World Division of the Board 
of Missions, it being the new single over
seas missions unit of the Board. In past 
years, the Conference was sponsored by the 
Board's Interdivision Committee on Foreign 
'Work, which was made up jointly of staff 
members of the former Division of World 
lvlissions and the former Department of 
Work in Foreign Fields of the \Voman's 
Division of Christian Service. When the 
Division and the Department were merged 
under the Board's new structure into the 
new ·world Division, the Interdivision Com
mittee ceased to exist, and the New and 
Furloughed Missionary Conference became 
a project of the World Division. 

Highlights of the 1965 Conference, 
which is for inspiration, illformation and 
fellowship among missionaries and staff, 
will include: 

I-An opening address June 14 by Mrs. 
Porter Brown, New York., general secre
tary of the Board of Missions. 2-A series 
of evening lectures by tl1e Rev. Dr. James 
E. Doty, Indianapolis, Ind., director of pas
toral care and counseling for the Indiana 
Methodist Area who has been used by the 
Board of Missions for counseling in the 
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~ongo and Rhodesia. 3-A series of morn
mg lectures on tllC Gospel of Mark by the 
Rev .. Dr. Tracey K. Jones, Jr., New York, 
as~o.c~ate general secretary of tl1e World 
J?1v1s10n. 4:-;1 service June 20 of recogni
tion for m1ss10naries retiring ill 1965 and 
of commissioning for new missionaries. 

MARGARET RIGG 
LEAVES MOTIVE 

Miss Margaret Rigg, Nashville, for tl1e 
p~st ten years mt editor of motive maga
zme~ has been appointed to tllC faculty of 
Florida Presbyterian College, St. Peters
burg, as artist in residence. 

She will assume her new position on 
Aug. 23, announced the Rev. Dr. Myron F. 
Wicke, Nashville, general secretary of the 
Methodist Board of Education's Division of 
Higher Education, publisher of motive. The 
magazine, an organ of the Methodist Stu
dent Movement, is edited by tl1e Rev. B. J. 
Stiles. 

Miss Rigg came to her post with motive 
ill 1955 following her completion of require
ments for the master's degree in Bible and 
theology at Presbyterian Collerre of Chris
tian Education, Richmond, Va.

0 

A native of 
St. Petersburg, Fla., she was graduated 
from Florida State University in 1951, 
where she had worked as staff artist for tl1e 
board of publications of that institution. 

Presently a member of vVestminster Pres
byterian Church, Nashville, Miss Rigg is 
active in the Nashville Artist Guild, having 
exhibited her work in fourteen one-man 
shows and tl1irty-six group shows. She has 
won numerous local and national awards in 
paillting and printmaking. 

Miss Rigg also holds membership in the 
National Society of A1t Directors. She has 
won tl1e organization's award for excellence 
and three honorable mentions. Her entries 
in the Nashville branch of the society have 
travelled in India and Czechoslovakia under 
auspices of the U. S. Info1mation Agencv. 
Miss Rigg has exhibited work in tl~e 
Southern Highlands Handicraft Guild in 
Asheville, N. C., and Louisville, Kv. Her 
work includes painting, wood eng~·aving, 
wood block printing, jewelry, ceramics, 
stone lithograph prints, and color mono
prillts. 

She has often led. student seminars and 
conferences in the Methodist Student Move
ment and has lectured at many colleges and 
universities tl1roughout the United States. 

"Miss Rigg has rendered distinguished 
service to motive and tl1e :Methodist Student 
Movement," Dr. Wicke said. "She is a per
son of rare sensitivity and skill who is con
cerned to explore the relationship between 
art and tllC Christian faith. Her work has 
been recognized widely both in the world 
of the mts and in religion; for she has 
helped motive attain a number of significant 
awards. In givillg creative leadership in 
the interpretation of the arts, .1viiss Rigg has 
helped many sh1dents to a deeper under
standing of our times. \:Ve regret to see her 
leave motive, but we wish her well in her 
new teaching assignment, a position for 
which she is uniquely qualified." 

A successor to Miss Rigg will be named 
at a later elate, said Dr. vVicke. 

These are only a few of the questions 
people ask, people who are sincere 
Christians, others who are just on the 
verge of accepting Christ, and non
believers as well. 

Answers to questions such as these 
can be found ... by Bible reading, study 
and prayer. 

The Upper Room, the world's most 
widely used devotional guide, provides a 
help in answering these questions 
through meditation, prayer and Bible 
reading for each day, enabling people to 
form the habit of communion with God. 
Through Bible study, prayer and medita
tion, life becomes more meaningful. 

Millions of Christians around the 
world use The Upper Room daily. More 
than just a publication, it has become 
for them a ministry and movement -
a way of life - helping Christians of 
some 120 countries to unite in ~evotions 
and regularly commune with God. Its 
widespread use throughout the years 
has shown the need and value of The 
Upper Room. 

You, too, can find answers to life's 
important questions through a closer 
walk with Christ. The Upper Room can 
help. 

Send NOW tor a FREE copy or start 
your subscription or bulk order with the 
September-October number. 10 or more 
cop[es to one address, 10¢ per copy. 
Individual yearly subscriptions (English 
edition) $1 .00. Address 

The tvorl<l'.s mo.st 1l'idcly use<! dci·otivnal guide 
4-2 Editions-36 Lnngungcs 

1908 Crnml AYc. Nashville, Tenn. 37203 
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books by 

Georgia 
Harkness 

WHAT CHRISTIANS BELIEVE 
Dr. Harkness believes a strong Christian 
faith is the answer to today's slipping moral 
standards. In this book she clarifies basic 
Christian beliefs in order to help individuals 
find firm ground on which to stand today. 
72 pages. Paper, 75¢ 

BE STILL AND KNOW 
"Dr. Harkness is a gifted writer and a pen
etrating thinker. In this collection of eighty
six one-page devotions she not only reveals 
these gifts, but also her· artistry and her 
deep spirituality-an inexpensive but ideal 
gift ... . "-Church Management. 96 pages. 

$1.50 

BELIEFS THAT COUNT 
"Adult study groups throughout the church 
will welcome this bright new survey of the 
beliefs upon which our faith is built." 
-Forecast. 125 pages. $1 

THE BIBLE SPEAKS 
TO DAILY NEEDS 

Eighty-six daily devotions that apply bibli
cal teaching to everyday experiences and 
problems. "Dr. Georgia Harkness has al
ways had a special gift in applying the 
words of the Bible to human needs. . . . 
For personal meditation this book meets 
daily needs indeed."-World Outlook. 96 
pages. $1.50 

THE CHURCH AND ITS LAITY 
"This excellent book is factual, timely, and 
easily understood. It is a long overdue state
ment about the place of the laity in the 
Church."-Christian Advocate. 208 pages. 

$3.50 
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OUR CHRISTIAN HOPE 
Dr. Harkness compares tl1e views of phi
losophers and tl1eologians with her own 
beliefs on the Christian doctrines of man, 
history, and eschatology. Her confident 
faith leads the reader to a stronger belief 
in Christian hope, found in Jesus Christ. 
176 pages. $3 

CHRISTIAN ETHICS 
A clear and straightforward discussion of 
Christian ethics-written in laymen's lan
guage. "One of the best basic books on 
etl1ics now available ... seeks paths mod
ern American Christians can follow. . . ." 
-Together. 240 pages. $3.75 

THE GOSPEL AND OUR WORLD 
"After a very careful diagnosis of the 
Church today Miss Harkness tries to point 
out the message of tl1e church to meet its 
present need ... a stimulating book that 
will make the reader seek action to imple
ment it."-Church Management. 126 pages. 

$2.50 

UNDERSTANDING THE 
CHRISTIAN FAITH 

"Intelligible to plain people ... it comes 
near to being the ideal book for laymen 
who want what the title suggests-an in
telligent understanding of the historic 
Christian faith."-The Christian Century. 
187 pages. 

Cloth, $2.25; Apex paperbormd, $1 

PRAYER AND THE 
COMMON LIFE 

An Abingdon Award '\Tinner. "The foun
dations, methods, and fruits of prayer are 
presented, with prayer seen as man's medi
um of exchange with God. Suitable for 
both personal reading and group or class 
study. . . ."-Christian Advocate. 256 
pages. 

Cloth, $3.50; Apex paperbound, $1.25 

THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD 
"A call to a very special kind of thought 
for it grapples with tl1e most momentous 
questions of existence and summons the 
reader to do likewise."-iVorld Outlook. 
192 pages. $3.50 

JOHN CALVIN: THE MAN 
AND HIS ETHICS 

"To investigate the ethics of Calvin is to 
mine a rich vein .... We have here tl1e 
first detailed exposition in English of tl1e 
social teachings of Calvin and tl1erc is 
nothing quite comparable to it in any 
language."-JournaZ of Religion. 266 pages. 

Apex 71aperbo1md, $1. 95 

THROUGH CHRIST OUR LORD 
"This is a new kind of daily devotions of 
a personal nature ... based on the teach-
ings of Jesus ... its value rests in its per-
sonal nature .... It is excellent, and should 
be used by thousands of individuals, and 
groups."-Clwrcl1 l\I anage111e11t. 147 pages. 

$1.50 

Order from Cokesbury 
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PRESS 

The Book Publishing Department 
of The Methodist Publishing House 
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What's Happening 
Because of the Project of the Month? 

Here Are the Basic Facts About Gifts Received Through the Project of the Month: 

1. Unfortunately we have found it impossible to give you a current picture of t!1e total amount received and what 
this money has accomplished. Printing deadlines for this page tall approximately three months before you receive the maga
zine, and gifts often take a considerable amount of time to reach the New York office. 

2. By March 5, 29 gifts totaling $468 had been received designated for the Project of the lv~onth. We do not con
sider this response to our first appeal to be an unqualified success, for we had hoped to report that sufficient funds were in 
hand to complete the first project. 

On the other hand we discovered that THE GOALS 
FOR ALL THE URGENT PROJECTS INCLUDED IN THIS AP
PEAL WOULD BE MORE THAN ADEQUATELY MET IF EACH 
READER OF WORLD OUTLOOK GAVE A GIFT DURING 
THE YEAR EQUAL TO THE AVERAGE OF THESE FIRST GIFTS 
(APPROXIMATELY $16) ! A LARGE NUMBER OF SMALL GIFTS 
CAN ADD UP QUICKLY AND ACCOMPLISH A BIG TASK. 

WHY THE PROJECT OF THE MONTH ? 
The Methodist Board of Missions receives many urgent re
quests for assistance from areas within the United States as 
well as from the churches around the world with which the 
American church is affiliated. The Project of the Month is an 
attempt to bring to your attention a few of the most pressing 
of these needs. Contributions in any amount are invited, which 
should be designated simply "Project of the Month." Funds 
received with this designation accumulate in a special account 
until the goal for each project is reached in turn. This money 
is sent to each project as its goal is met, and the results will 
be reported on this page. The goal of this effort is to complete 
a number of priority projects in a relatively short period of 
time. 

Many of Mexico's future church leaders are now studying in this 
library. Through the January Project of the Month, your attention 
was called to the need for a section of theological books for their 
use. 

THESE FIVE PROJECTS, HAVING A TOTAL NEED OF $57,000, WERE PRESENTED ON THIS PAGE IN THE LAST 
FIVE MONTHS: 

1. JANUARY. The UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY in 
MEXICO CITY needs a section of theological books to upgrade 
its library. The Mexican church has asked us to help by pro-
viding ................... . .. . .................... $5,000 

2. FEBRUARY. The COLLEGE OF WEST AFRICA in MON
ROVIA, LIBERIA, needs drafting, electrical, and metalworking 
equipment for its industrial arts department. This is one of 
Liberia's best secondary schools. The Liberian church has asked 
for this purpose ................................. $6.500 

3. MARCH. The EVANGELISTIC RURAL INSTITUTE near 
ITAPINA, BRAZIL, which provides a "second-chance" ele
mentary and secondary education to rural young people ages 
fifteen and over, needs simple housing for some of its staff. 

YOU CAN HELP ACCOMPLISH THESE PRIORITY TASKS BY SCN"'l
ING YOUR GIFTS DESIGNATED "PROJECT OF THE MONTH" TO: 

The Treasurer 
Board of Missions of The Methodist Church 
475 Riverside Drive 
New York, New York 10027 

The Brazilian church has asked for this purpose . ...... $s:ooo 
4. APRIL. The experimental job retraining program at the 

TYRAND PARISH in the heart of the Appalachian Mountains 
in WEST VIRGINIA has been so successful that it must expand. 
The purchase of 300 acres of land, some machinery, two 
houses, and a barn will cost ...................... $25,000 

5. MAY. A modern building is being constructed to put the 
GANTA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL in northern LIBERIA into ade
quate classrooms for the first time. The first stage will be com
pleted this year with funds raised last quadrennium. The 
Liberian church has asked us to help complete the bui!ding, 
which will require . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... $12.500 

YOU CAN HELP SPREAD Tl-:E WORD AllOUT TH~ r:w:~cT OF THE 
MONTH by ordering and distributing among your congregation a 
leaflet describing this channel for Advance Special giving. This piece 
is available through the Service Center, Board of tv\issions of The 
Methodist Church, 7820 Reading Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45237. 



The Rea]_ Need 
Beyond the Sanctuary 

0 0 0 

Throughout history the church has had to remem
ber that its main responsibility is to persons outside 
its walls-beyond the sanctuary. In so doing, many 
different church problems have been encountered 
and varied solutions tried. 

Realizing that society does not fit into a pre-estab
lished mold, the church's approaches seen here are 
not necessarily the usual ones but are often even 
unconventional. These three films show the church 
&s it relates itself to whatever time, place, and sit
uation in which it finds itself and as it tries to include 
people who are beyond its sanctuary. 

Catalina, California 
(16nun, 29 minutes, b&w, senior highs through adults, 
rental, $6.50) The resort area of Catalina Island be
comes the playground of many teen-agers during school 
vacations, and teen-agers at total leisure require a 
special ministry. The only Protestant church on the 
island sponsors dances and provides recreation space 
in an attempt to cope with this particular situation. 
Robert Lee, director of the Institute of Ethics and So
ciety, San Francisco Theological Seminary, comments 
on the significance of increased leisure and the Chris
tian response to it. 

Taize, France 
(16mm, 29 minutes, b&w, mature senior highs through 
adults, rental, $6.50) Must a person verbally witness to 
everyone he meets in order to do his Christian duty? 
This is one question raised by the situation presented 
here. The film shows the life and work of a Protestant 
monastic order established in an ancient Norman vil
lage in the heart of France. It brings the monastic com
munity to life and follows two brothers to Lyons, 
France, where they carry out their missions as delivery 
truck drivers. Others perform ministries as social work
ers, artists, and dock workers. 

Burlington, Vermont 
(16mm, 29 minutes, b&w, mature senior highs through 
adults, rental, $6.50) This church has not built a church 
building but has been busy involving itself in the 
life of the conununity. Members of this unusual Pres
byterian congregation comment on the importance of 
the church in their lives. A banker, a salesman, an en
gineer, a housewife, and a student point out the prob
lems and opportunities they find as Christian laymen. 

• . . 

. 
Shop in person .lf these Cokcsbury Stores: 

Atlanta • Baltimore • Boston • Chicago • Cincinnati 
Dallas • Detroit • Kansas City • Los Angeles • Nashville 
New York• Pittsburgh •Portland• Richmond • San Francisco 

~ \ 1 

,. 

The brothers of Taize were featured on the cover of the 
March, 196S Together. 

~ ............................ QRDER FORM .. •·••• .. ••••••••••••••••••••· 

COKESBURY 

Ore/er lrom the Rcgion<rl Service Center serving your area 

1910 Main Street Fifth and Groce Streets 1661 North Northwest Hwy. 
Dallas, Texas 75201 Richmond, Vo, 23219 Pork Ridge, Ill. 60068 

West Tryon and Wren 201 Eighth Avenue, South 85 McAllister Street 
Teaneck, N. J. 07666 Nashville, Tenn, 37203 Son Francisco, Calif, 94102 

Plense send me the following items ns indicated: 

_rental print (s) of Catalina, California @ $6.50 ench 
Showing dntc: first choice ___ second choice __ _ 

___ rentnl print(s) of Taize, France @ $6.50 each 

Showing dnte: first choice ___ second choice __ _ 

___ rentnl print (s) of Burlington, Vermont @ $6.50 each 

Showing date: first choice ___ second choice __ _ 

Postage extra 

Add state sa les tax where it applies 

D Payment enclosed D Charge to my nccount 

D Open n new nccount 

SEND TO-----------------

Street or RFD---------------

City ----- State ---- Zip Code ___ _ 


