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"Believing your Annuity Bonds are a safe 

and good investment I find as an invalid 

it is a very good way of placing my 

savings for a dependable return. I 
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of another $1)000 bond. I find 

these annuities the most 

successful way of helping 

in the Lord's work." 
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and want to reinvest the money. Not 
only will I feel secure if life is prolonged 
but also it will be a satisfaction to know 

that I have a part in the great 
work of ?vlissions." 

Please send me FREE booklet d escribing Life lncome Gift 
Certificate that guarantees me a good rate of return for life 
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the Lord's work. Dept. WL123 
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FAITH AND HOPE IN HONG KONG 

"Christmas in Hong Kong" may sound 
like an off-beat song title. But it will be 
a happy reality to scores of young girls 
and children in that refugee-filled city. 

Out in the Kowloon section, one hun
dred and forty Chinese children, ages 
two to five, will receive dolls, toys, and 
candy, like children in other parts of the 
world, thanks to the combined efforts 
of Church \Vorld Service and the 
Y. vV. C. A. 

Daily, these children are fed and 
pathed in the Faith-I-lope Nursery, where 
this Yuletida party will be held. This 
Nursery .was built by C. W. S. to help 
care for the children whose parents live 
in Shack Town, a makeshift area in
habited by thousands of refugees. 

In another par~ of Hong Kong thirty 
teen-age girls will take part in a Christ
mas celebration at the Home for Home
less Girls, sponsored by Church \Vorld 
Service. There is only one Christmas 
present apiece for these young ladies, but 
they would have it no other \vay. Since 
the first Yuletide celebration several 
years ago, the girls have received an
nually a gift each of two yards of fine 
cloth. In short order, the girls transform 
this fabric into new dresses before the 
Chinese New Year comes. Each garment 
is worn all year. 

Church World Service, the relief 
agency of the major Protestant and East
ern Orthodox denominations in the 
U. S. A., each year ships millions of 
pounds of food, clothing, and other 
desperately-needed aid to Hong Kong. 
The shipments are quickly transformed 
into specific help. For instance, fifty-two 
thousand children are given (powdered) 
milk and biscuits daily at nine Milk Sta
tions in the crowded sections of this 
refugee city. 

Beyond this statistic, it is estimated 
that C. W. S. feeds 128,000 men, wom
en, and children daily. Methodists share 
in this agency's work. 
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A COLORFUL CHRISTMAS AT 
BROOKS-HOWELL HOME 

I wish every institution could have a Board 
like ours! The Board members came to tl1e 
annual party laden with food for a special 
dinner and gifts to place under our Christmas 
tree. Our residents tltink tl1is is tl1e best dinner 
of tl1e year. 

The Woman's Division of Christian Service 
Committee on Retired Workers' Homes met 
witli us the first week of December. So we 
decorated our dining tables early, witli Christ
mas "stack-a-towers." 

Our Woman's Society friends provided 
stationery, note pads, ball point pens, Kleenex, 
Scotch tape, and filled candy jars for our 
Christmas morning packages. 

Carollers visited us all tlirough tlie holidays. 
Brownie groups brought bookmarks and fruit. 
The Red Cross furnished favors for our Christ
mas tables. One night we enjoyed colored slides 
of the Christmas story. 

THE FAMILY oF BRooKs-HowELL Hoi.m 
29 Spears Avenue, Asheville, N. C. 

CHRISTMAS ON THE TEXAS BORDER 
The children of tlie kindergartens at Browns

ville, McAllen, Mission, Rio Grande City, and 
Weslaco look forward to tlie Christmas season. 
They share tlieir Christmas joys-songs tliey 
have learned to sing, gifts tliey have made. 

It is a custom of our Latin-American friends 
to make tamales for a Christmas treat, and 
bunuelos as a treat for tlie New Year. 

On New Year's Eve tliere is a Watch party 
at tlie church. 

MA 'ITIE v ARN 

Supervisor, Kindergarten Work on 
the Mexican Border (WDCS) 
952 Palm Blvd., Brownsville, Texas 

MUSIC IN OKINAWA 
My work as director of the choir at Okinawa 

Christian Institute has been rewarding. Our 
choir was on one of tlie radio networks on 
Christmas Eve, singing good music in Japanese 
to tliousands of Okinawans who have never 
heard much about Christianity or Christmas 
music. 

R. BRUCE WILLIAMS 
Central P. 0. Box 46, Naha, Okinawa 

CHRISTMAS DRAMA IN PAKISTAN 
The Metliodist Youtli Fellowship, for boys 

only, is very active in Karachi. 
The three most enthusiastic groups are at 

Drigh Road, Nazirnabad, and Central Metliod
ist Churches. Each of tliese groups presented a 
Christmas drama in 1962, which was very well 
received. 

The Central Church group presented on tlie 
Karachi television station a play entitled: 
"Nero and the Christians." 

From The Karachi Methodist, April, 1963 

TOURISTS IN TAIWAN 
Taiwan's law permitting visitors to remain 

here for 72 hours witliout any visa whatsoever 
has brought an increasing number of tourists. 
We rejoice in tltis increasing interrelatedness 
between tlie West and tlie East, especially as 
we approach Christmas time with its universal 
message for all mankind. 

MRs. RALPH A. WARD 
20 Lane 143 
Hsin Sheng Soutli Road, Section 1 
Taipei, Taiwan 

A CHRISTMAS GREETING 
FROM RHODESIA 

Most of the sixty people who came to the 
August Arts Workshop were choir directors. 
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Much time was spent in developing musical 
skills. 

We are continuing our efforts toward tlie 
creation of African hymnody. A new hymn, 
adapted in a workshop, contains our Christmas 
greeting to you in tlie homeland: 

All of you, today He comes, Our King! 
All you shepherds, all you wise men, 
All of you in trouble, all of you who cry, 
All you travelers, nil you chiefs, 
All you tribes, Jesus comes, Our King! 

Boa AND MARJORIE KAUFFMAN 
P. B. P-7024, Umtali, S. Rhodesia 

CHRISTMAS IN LULUABOURG, 1962 
The town of Luluabourg was far from tlie 

glittering place tliat it has been in tlie past. 
There were empty shops, most of tliem witli 
broken windows. The streets were crowded 
\vith ragged, hungry people, many of whom 
were not aware that it was Christmas time. 

The men of tl1e United Nations appreciate 
tl1e annual concert which our school choir 
gives in Luluabourg. Much tinie goes into this 
concert, and much talent. 

Last year the choir sang in five different 
languages, and used six different musical in
struments. Their English is clearly understood. 
How tliey enjoy singing: Go Tell It on the 
Mountain, That Jesus Christ Is Born. 

ANNIMAE WHITE 
B. P. Luluabourg, Republique du Congo 

CHRISTMAS SINGERS IN THE CONGO 
When tlie village people at Lodja looked out 

of tlieir windows on Christmas Eve tliey were 
apt to see an attractive sight-a truck load of 
Congolese girls from tlie Metliodist Mission, 
singing Christmas carols. And tliis "picture" 
was enhanced and illuminated by tlie lighted 
candles tlie girls were carrying. 

On Christmas morning, early, it was tradi
tional for tlie girls to serenade villagers and 
missionary families at tlieir homes. 

What did tlie girls sing? Some of their 
favorite Christmas hymns-sung in tlieir native 
language of Otetela-were: "While Shepherds 
Watched Their Flocks by Night"; "Noel"; and 
"Silent Night, Holy Night." 

LORENA KELLY 
Furlough address, 1963: 
R. F. D. No. 1, Mooresville, N. C. 

CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES IN LIBERIA 
Christmas at Canta was lovely, in a tropical 

sort of way. We missed tlie icicles and snow. 
But we had parties for our students, and a 
Christmas pageant staked under palm trees, 
with autlientic tribal costumes, and burning 
torches. 

Perhaps tlie most gratifying Christmas ac
tivity was a folk dance in our back yard for 
the children of tlie leprosy colony. Each young
ster received a package of clothing as a gift 
from churches in the United States. 

WENDEL AND MAUDE CALDWELL 
Canta Methodist Mission, Canta, Liberia 

ENGRAVED INVITATIONS TO A 
CHRISTMAS SERMON IN INDIA 

A typical Indian custom is to print engraved 
invitations for special occasions-such as tlie 
dedication of a building, or for an anniversary 
celebration. So (we tliought) surely the wor
ship of Christ at Christmas time is a special 
occasion? 

One hundred engraved invitations were 
printed. They were signed by church members, 
and given to their friends. 

On Christmas day it was thrilling to preach 

the Incarnate Lord to many who had never 
before heard a Christmas sermon. Non-Chris
tians (doctors, merchants, lawyers, and others) 
sat with Christians in tlie crowded sanctuary. 

The topic for this C~istmas sermon was: 
"The Answer Has Come. 

Can worship itself be a witness? We found 
it so. 

GAY AND GINNY JOHNSON 
Oldham Methodist Church, East Street 
Poona, India 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL FROM THE 
PHILIPPINES 

Several of Dr. Eliseo Pajaro's compositions 
have won national and international honors. 

Dr. Pajaro, a former Crusade scholar, is a 
leading layman in tlie Philippines Methodist 
Church. 

Although many of Dr. Pajaro's overtures, 
symphonies, and otlier works are patriotic or 
classical, a number of his compositions are of a 
religious nature. Among tliese are four antliems, 
and a Christmas carol entitled: "Our Saviour's 
Birth." 

Methodist News Service release, 
475 Riverside Dr., NYC, August, 1963 

CHRISTMAS IN COSTA RICA 
Santa Claus does not bring toys to tlie chil

dren here. Instead, tlie children expect tlie 
"Baby Jesus" to leave gifts under tlieir pillows. 

The family celebrates Christmas witli a mid
night supper on Dec. 24. 

When people become evangelical Christians 
they like to celebrate Christmas at the churches. 
First, tl1ere is a Christmas drama. In some 
rural churches they have all-night prayer 
vigils at tliis time. 

At some churches tamales are served at 
Christmas observances. (The tamales are made 
of ground corn, with rice, meat, etc.). 

HUDERT AND BARBARA FLOYD AND FAMILY 
La Iglesia Metodista, District Del Pacifico 
Golfito, Costa Rica 

CAROLS AND CROWDS IN SINGAPORE 
Here at tlie hostel we celebrate Christmas 

early, so tliat tlie children may share tlie joy of 
tlie season witli tlieir friends before tliey leave 
for a montli's vacation. 

For a long while before Christmas we hear 
tlie small boys in our Metliodist school next 
door singing carols in tlieir lusty voices. 

The living manger scene at Wesley Method
ist Church attracts crowds. Many questions are 
asked tliere, and many people hear the Christ
mas story in full for tlie first time. 

JOHN AND ELIZABETH SNEAD 
42 Barker Road, Singapore 

"LET'S CAROL AGAIN NEXT YEAR" 
Taking a high school group Christmas carol

ling at dusk was fun. 
Even the non-Christian patients in tliis 

suburban hospital were so appreciative that the 
students were delighted. As we headed for a 
bus afterward, a student said urgently, "Oh, 
let's carol again next year!" 

ALBERTA TARR 
Nishi Noguchi, 8 Kumi 
Beppu, Oita Prefecture, Japan 

CHRiSTMAS BAPTISMS IN JAPAN 
Christmas came soon after our Religious 

Education Week, when we had three days of 
special meetings, and a special speaker from 
Tokyo. When fifty girls asked for Christian 
baptism, we rejoiced. 

MARIE VERMEULEN 
Iai Joshi Kato Gakko 
64 Suginami-cho, Hakodate 
Hokkaido, Japan 
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The Message of Christmas 
'Ve are sometimes tempted to 

think, especially when we begin to 
see our most respected elders and 
noblest contemporaries losing their 
mental powers and sometimes their 
spiritual vitality and falling on sleep, 
that this life is not so very important 
after all. When we strive mightily and 
finally get what we wanted and find 
to our dismay that we wanted too 
little, what we have sought is not 
what we really wanted, after all, or 
equally when we fail miserably to 
achieve any significant part of what 
we set out to do, when we see rank 
injustice prevail, inequities apparent
ly part and parcel of 'the very nature 
of the world we live in, persistent 
limitations that cripple, cruelties and 
multiplied evils both man-made and 
natural beyond our power to over
come, we are likely to say to our
selves, "Why bother? What difference 
will it make in a hundred years? What 
I do will be buried in oblivion ten 
thousand years from now. The things 
that really matter are not of this 
world." This is the other-world heresy. 

On the other hand, if we conceive 
this life as all, this world as the only 
world, this existence as coextensive 
with reality, with nothing beyond, 
and no God we fall into the heresy 
shared by materialism and humanism, 
the heresy of secularism. 

Christmas is the reminder of the 
beginning in time of a new dispensa
tion. The Incarnation is the truth 
about the reality and importance of 
this world which dispels the errors of 
both heresies. Not only has God made 
the world, but he so loved it that he 
gave his only-begotten Son, that who
soever believes on him shall have 
everlasting life (John 3: 16). The 
birthday of Jesus Christ, the moment 
in time when God inaugurated the 
new beginning, the new era, the new 
dispensation of his redemptive grace, 
is the breaking in upon the temporal 
order of that which is beyond it, of 
the eternal order which is the setting 
and explanation, the completion and 
fulfillment of the temporal order. 

But the temporal order is not mere 
illusion and fantasy. It is not insig
nificant because it is set in an eternal 

order, but rather it is important be
cause of that fact. 

This is the message of Christmas to 
those who are tempted to think that 
this life with its mundane goals and 
satisfactions is all. And it is the mes
sage of those who are tempted to 
think that this life is nothing more 
than a passing fantasy, a dream. 

If this world is so important that 
the eternal God should love it enough 
to bring about the Incarnation, if it is 
so real that Christ could teach and 
preach and heal in it, if the battle 
against evil is of such a compelling 
and decisive nature that He could 
pray in bloody agony in Gethsemane 
and die in shame and mortal pain 
upon a cross, then we must believe 
that time is real, that life is earnest, 
that moral behavior is meaningful, 
that it matters immensely how we 
play the game, but it matters, too, and 
a great deal whether we win or lose 
any point that it is within our power 
to make in the struggle to realize on 
this earth the kingdom of our God. 

Marriage in Ghana 
Ever so often we run across a 

magazine that we have never heard 
tell of, but one that makes us wonder 
how we ever got along without it. The 
latest such discovery is a magazine 
called African Woman, a paper which 
can be obtained from the Depart
ment of Education in Tropical Areas, 
University of London, Malet Street, 
London W. C. l. 

The magazine lifts up some of the 
problems affecting African women, 
and other women of developing 
countries, in suc!:i a matter of fact 
way that a reader gets the impression 
that the subjects are in everyday 
discussion in the countries of their 
origin. 

One such discussion is about a new 
marriage law in Ghana whereby, from 
the time of the enactment of the new 
man. If the man has other wives 
whom he married before the law went 
into effect he may register them, dur
ing a specific limited time, as his 
wives. 

The first wife a man names be
comes the "registered wife" and she 
has certain inheritance privileges. The 
children of the other "wives" have the 
same inheritance rights as do the chil
dren of the registered wife. 

In the changing social moves worn-
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en seem to be called on for more emo
tional upheaval than are the men. In 
this law the children seem to be taken 
care of. Certainly the move toward 
monogamy-which is what this is
is overdue, and will be welcomed, 
probably, by African women. 

But there are two questions that, as 
persons interested in the status of 
women in the world, we should like 
to ask. The first is: does the husband 
name the registered wife, or is there 
some rule laid down for her choice? 
The second question is: why isn't it 
possible to register the wives who 
were married before the law \Vent 
into effect at any time-rather than 
within a deadline of so many days? 

We should also like to ask, and we 
are prepared to be told that women 
sat in on the drawing up of the new 
law, how many women and how 
many men drew up the law? 

Again 
The Central Jurisdiction 

One of the heartening results of 
the debate on the keeping or the 
elimination of the Central Jurisdiction 
is the thought that is going into it, 
both in the North and in the South, 
among whites and Negr.oes. 

The latest result that has come to 
our desk is a proposal made by the 
California~Nevada Conference that 
the church stop playing around with 
a "permissive" kind of desegregation 
and order desegregation from the 
General Council itself whereby local 
churches of the Central Jurisdiction 
are assimilated into the white annual 
conference in the geographical section 
in which the local church finds itself. 

There is a provision added to this 
rather drastic step that any annual 
conference can postpone the recep
tion of a Negro church by a majority 
vote by secret ballot-that this vote 
law, only one wife is registered by a 
must be taken annually, and that the 
last postponement date be the year 
1972. 

It is a disheartening fact that the 
liquidation of the Central Jurisdiction 
seems farther away than it did im
mediately after unification. The busi
ness world and the professional world 
have made far greater strides in pro
grams of desegregation than has the 
church in the past few years. This 
does not mean that vast numbers in 
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the church, both white and Negro, are 
not thoroughly committed to desegre
gation (many of the business and pro
fessional achievements can be traced 
back to the dete1mined efforts of 
church members). What is the matter, 
and why is more progress not being 
made? 

Philip Wagaman, a minister in the 
California-Nevada Conference, sug
gests in The Christian Century, Octo
ber 23 issue, that there is a natural ap
prehension in the Central Jurisdiction 
about the future role its present mem
bers will play in the church-as bish
ops, as district superintendents, as 
Board members, and so on, we sup
pose. 

Up to this moment the Central 
Jurisdiction has not been given enough 
assurances to quiet its fears. And of 
course there are always the vested in
terests. But the chief obstacle, accord
ing to Mr. Wagaman, is the structure 
of the Central Jurisdiction itself, 
which has an ahnost built-in self
perpetuation. 

We hope that The Methodist 
Church will not be too long in solving 
this problem. It requires the best 
brains of both Negroes and whites. 
The bafiling thing to us is that the 
best brains are working on the prob
lem already, and as we go to press we 
do not see any great achievement. 

Methodist Bishop at a 
Jesuit College Commencement 

On October 6 the St. Joseph's Col
lege (a Jesuit college in Philadel
phia) conferred on Bishop Fred P. 
Corson the honorary degree of Doctor 
of Letters. This is the first time a 
Methodist bishop has been so 
honored by a Roman Catholic college 
in the United States-perhaps any
where. 

The event was significant to us for 
two reasons. One was the indication 
of the crumbling walls of separation 
between Roman Catholicism and 
Protestant denominations. The two 
bodies of believers no longer live in 
separate worlds. 

The second is the speech given at 
the time by the Bishop. In it he came 
out unqualifiedly for the '1iving with 
the trying man" within the church; 
the exasperating, trying man who is 
always pushing on toward new fields 
or protesting against staying in old 
ones. 

6 [ 590] 

If Pope John, Bishop Corson said, 
had been the pope of the church at 
the time of Luther, Martin Luther 
would probably never have left the 
church. 

"Because of his [Pope John's] tem
perament and Christlike spirit, his de
sire to win rather than force, he would 
have sought to understand Luther, 
recognize his indictment of errors and 
sins as a protest and not as rebellion 
and would have clung to him even 
though at times he was a very trying 

" man. 
The bishop also said that had there 

been a man like Pope John in Canter
bury in 1740 John Wesley and his 
movement would have stayed within 
the church of that day. 

"There was room and need for the 
Wesleyan order within the Church of 
England but the hierarchy did not see 
it." 

It seems to us that even in this day 
of ecumenical adventure we are not 
making enough room for the pro
testers-even for the zealots. Witness 
the number of sects that are growing 
up divorced from the churches which 
claimed their first loyalty. Maybe 
these groups are not as significant for 
the future of the church as were the 
Luther followers or the movement of 
John Wesley. But surely if we (or any 
other church, for that matter) do not 
cling to the odd ones, to the ones who 
do not "fit" or are "not the type" there 
will come a time when the approach 
to reunion will have to be made all 
over again. 

Perhaps we have missed the point 
of Bishop Carson's speech. Perhaps he 
had no thought of these groups. Any
way, we thank him for giving us a 
chance to mention them. And we 
thank him for giving us a chance to 
thank him for keeping before the 
Methodist churches the vast implica
tions for us of the renewal of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

Renewal-or Just Tinkering? 
Self-analysis and restructuring seem 

to be the order of the day within the 
Christian Church. This month will see 
the closing of the second session of the 
Vatican Council, which is dedicated to 
renewal within the Roman · Catholic 
Church; the general assembly ,of the 
National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the USA, which will consider 

a sweeping reorganization plan; tl1e 
meeting of the Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism of the World 
Council of Churches, which will con
sider new patterns of work around the 
world; and the Asia Consultation of 
The Methodist Church, to examine 
Methodist work in that part of the 
world. At the same time, the Board of 
Missions of The Methodist Church has 
before it proposals for a sweeping re
structure; the denomination's Board of 
Education is involved in the same 
process; and The Methodist Church as 
a body is debating a plan of merger 
with the Evangelical United Brethren 
as well as participating in church 
union discussions with five other de
nominations. Whew! 

All of this activity may inspire awe 
or disgust among Christians and non- · 
Christians, depending upon their 
evaluation of the reasons for this 
labor. To the more cynical, all of 
these meetings and plans may be put 
down as "busy work," designed to 
cover up a basic lack of direction and 
to deceive onlookers (and partici
pants) by a mere rearrangement of 
furniture. 

The more idealistic, on the other 
hand, will point to such activity as 
bearing the stamp of the Holy Spirit 
and producing a renewed Church. 

One does not have to share the 
cynicism of the first point of view to 
be a little reluctant to wholeheartedly 
adopt the rosy outlook of the second 
point of view. We have always been a 
trifle dismayed by the rapidity with 
which many church people invoke the 
Holy Spirit to justify their own 
schemes. They may be right; some
times they undoubtedly are; but the 
coincidence between their wishes and 
those of the Holy Spirit has always 
seemed a little too pat. 

What we can assert is that these 
plans and meetings show clearly a 
burning hunger for a true renewal of 
the church. There is a deep sense of 
frustration among Christians that they 
are doing things that seem at best 
peripheral to the activities of the peo
ple of God. There is a conviction that 
the Church of Christ must be per
petually reformed so that she may 
begin to live up to the splendid titles 
that she has in the Bible. This hunger, 
this longing is the work of the Holy 
Spirit. May God grant that our plans 
work toward this true renewal. 
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By GERALD H. ANDERSON 

C 
HRISTl\IAS came on Sunday in 1960 
and it was my first Christmas as 
a missionary in the Philippines. 

Visiting in a small town on the island of 
Luzon I went for a walk before the 
morning worship service. It hardly 
seemed like Christmas. There was so lit
tle to remind one of all that was lovely 
and familiar about Christmas back in 
New Castle, Pennsylvania. The trees 
were palm instead of pine, the jigsaw 
pattern of rice paddies did not match the 
memory of snow-covered sb·eets, and the 
wet heat of the b·opics drew perspira
tion. Some satisfaction came, however, 
from the knowledge that the climate of 
Bethlehem was more like this Asian is
land than of Pennsylvania, and that Jesus 
was an Asian by birth. 

Thatch-roofed huts on stilts lined the 
dirt road ahead and smoke curled out of 
the open windows as mothers cooked 
rice and fish for breakfast. A teenage boy 
riding a carabao stopped at the side of 
the road as I approached. I wished him 
a "Merrv Chrish11as," and from the top of 
the muddy carabao he smiled down at 
me and returned the greeting. His name 
was Carlos, he said, and he was a Chris
tian. I told him that I was a missionary 
newly arrived from the United States. 
Carlos turned around on the carabao and 
looked toward the town. 'With a lift of 
his eyebrows and a pursing of his lips 
in that direction, he said, "Many people 
in this town will not be happy today." 
"Why not?" I asked. "Because they do 
not know the meaning of this day," he 
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A Filipino boy on a cnrabao. 

replied with an expression of sadness. 
The words of Carlos stayed with me. 

They seemed to sum up, in very plain 
but profound language, why I am a 
missionary. The fact that people do not 
know of Christ's coming into the world, 
do not recognize him as Lord, and do not 
understand what it means to be a Chris
tian creates the necessity for Christian 
missionaries. The task of the missionary 
is to witness in a great variety of ways, 
both in the Philippines and in Pennsyl
vania, to the meaning of Christ's com-

ing for histmy and for life each clay. 
But how can we express the message 

of Christmas so that it will do justice to 
the urgency and importance of the Chris
tian mission, in terms that are both per
sonal and persuasive? I cannot e;q)ress 
it adequately, but I would suggest some
thing of what I believe ought to be in
cluded in the missionary message of 
Chrishnas. 

First, the Christmas message is one of 
l10pe. British novelist William Golding, 
author of "Lord of the Flies," has re-
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ported that the question put to him 
most often by American college students 
was, "Is there any hope for humanity?" 
In this world of "atomic economics and 
radioactive politics," where some would 
say the countdown toward human an
nihilation has begun, Christians and non
Christians alike need the reassurance 
that God has not left us to ourselves. 
The Good News of Christmas is that, in 
Jesus, God supremely revealed his in
volvement in the world and his concern 
for mankind. He has neither forgotten 
nor given up on man. God is not on va
cation. There is hope for help; this hope 
is not in the future, but it is for the fu
ture. Thus, says Paul, "we are saved by 
hope" (Romans 8:24). 

Our hope, however, carries with it 
responsibility. The Evanston Message of 
the Vlorld Council of Churches said, "It 
is not enough that Christians should seek 
peace for themselves. They must seek 
justice for others .... Our Christian hope 
directs us towards our neighbor." A re
cent book by Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, 
One Great Ground of Hope, has the 
subtitle "Christian Missions and Chris
tian Unity." In this book Dr. Van Dusen 
points out that ecumenical Christianity 
today, which is largely tlie result of 
movements for mission and unity over 
the last one hundred and fifty years, "is 
the only true world community our eart11 
knows." As such, it provides hope "to the 
despairing peoples of mankind . . . and 
something of a pattern of the community 
of nations that someday may be." The 
beauty of Christmas is that in tl1e midst 
of despair and defeat it suggests a new 
beginning or a new factor to consider, 
namely, "A better hope is introduced 
through which we draw near to God" 
(Hebrews 7: 19). And this hope comes 
to us in one who for the most part is 
unknown and unexpected, not of our 
own design, but tl1e gift of God. 

Secondly, the Christmas message is 
one of solidarity. At tl1e heart of the 
Christian faith is the Incarnation, "God 
was in Christ." In tl1is great event God 
became one with man, or as Bishop 
Oxllam once put it, "The ultimate be
came intimate." Christmas reminds us of 
tl1e absolute humanity and humility of 
God in Christ; he became what we are 
that we might become what he is. 

The problem of solidarity for tl1e mis
sionary is one of identification with those 
to whom he is sent. He must become one 
with them in every concern, and com
municate his solidarity without superior
ity. There is no place for the man who 
prays, "O Lord, use me-especially in an 
advisory capacity." The missionary is 
sent to serve and, if necessary, to suffer; 
he surrenders himself to tl1e antagonism 
and anxieties of tl1ose whom he would 
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"The good news of Christmns is thnt, in Jesus, God supremely revenled his involvement 
in the w01·lcl nncl his concern for mnnkincl." Service of Holy Communion nt Knox l\1cmo1·inl 
Church in l\foniln. 

claim for Christ. But tl1e missionmy seeks 
above all to identify non-Christians with 
Christ and to bring out "the fullness of 
Christ" in them. In doing this he must 
avoid the temptation to have non-Chris
tians and new converts identify them
selves with him and his particular ·west
ern traditions and expression of faitl1. 
Instead, he will help them "to grasp, 
with all God's people, what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth 
of the love of Christ, and to know it, 
though it is beyond knowledge" (Eph. 
3:17-19). Asians and Africans can only 
know the love of Christ in answer to 
their own questions and needs; not in 
answer to the questions and ·needs of 
the missionary. Therefore the missionmy 
will encourage them to identify them
selves with Christ in categories of 

tl1ought and forms of worship tliat are 
most meaningful to them in their own 
culture. 

Solidarity here also means unity of 
purpose in action. There would be 
no Christmas if the unity of purpose 
between God and man had not ex
pressed itself fully in tlie life of Jesus. 
Solidarity in purpose requires unity in 
action where the basic commitment is 
taken seriously. I am reminded of tl1is 
each time I pass the American Military 
Cemetery near Manila where under 
Cross and Star of David are buried 17,-
182 American and Filipino boys. I think 
about it when I read the words of Martin 
Luther King, Jr., written from the Bir
mingham City Jail in response to clergy
men who criticized the Birmingham 
demonstrations as "unwise and untime-
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"Asians and Africans can only know the love of Cln·ist in answer to their own questions 
and needs; not in answer to the •iuestions and needs of the missionary." An outdo01· wot'· 
ship ser\•ice in a village in India. 

ly." I am concerned about it when I see 
churches competing in their missionary 
work overseas, and feel the tension be
tween the older churches of the 'Vest 
and the younger churches in Asia. Christ
mas calls all Christians to see not only 
the unity of mission but also the need 
for unity in mission; "to see the mission
ary task as one common task for the 
whole people of God in which the need 
of every part is to be the concern of all." 

Finally, the crmvning message of 
Christmas is one of fay. The birth of a 
son is an occasion for rejoicing. Jesus 
was the first born in his family, among 
an oppressed people who looked to their 
sons for continuity and deliverance. 
There was hope and expectation even 
before his birth that he might fulRll the 
prophecies of old and deliver his people 

from suffering. His mother anticipated 
that he would "put down the mighty 
from their thrones and exalt those of 
low degree." Those who saw the infant 
saw in him "a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, and for glo1y to thy people." 
They had reason to rejoice. 

Today the people of many nations and 
religions are oppressed and looking for 
the way out of their individual and social 
predicaments. Some have already lost 
hope and given up any expectation of 
being saved. Many of them have heard 
the Gospel and rejected it. But God does 
not give up; he will not be defeated. 
Again and again he sends a star through 
the sky calling all men to look up and 
follow. "When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy ... 
and they fell down and worshiped him." 

The missionary task fa to point men to 
the star that they may find him and wor
ship him with great joy. 

I believe the first Christian mission
aries were "the shepherds out in the 
Reid, keeping watch over their :Hock by 
night." For after they went to Bethle
hem and saw the babe lying in a manger, 
"they made known the saying which had 
been told them concerning this child; 
and all who heard it wondered at what 
the shepherds told them." 'Ve who are 
out in the B.eld today, keeping watch by 
night, have seen Jesus. And to Carlos 
and all those who are b·apped by their 
own fears and doubts we commend this 
message from the Christmas angel: 

"Be not nfraicl; for behold, I bring you 
good news of n grent joy which will come 
to nil the peo1•le." 

!' DECEMBEH 1963 
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CAN YOUR FAITH TRAVEL ? • 
By PAUL LOFFLER 
1~'hat is the missionary responsi.
bility of tlie thousands of Chris
tians who live and work in coun
tries not their own? Dr. Loffler 
is a secretary of tlie Division of 
'Vorld Mission and Evangelism 
of tlie World Council of 
Churches. 

EVERY "YEAR thousands of Christians 
all over the world leave their own 

. country to work or travel abroad. 
Close to one million members of Ameri
can churches are, for instance, at the 
present time overseas. Equally a count
less number of Christians from the 'Vest 
Indies are living in Great Britain. Have 
they a contribution to make to the life 
and mission of the Church Universal? 

To whatever page of Christian history 
we tum, whether to the very first cen
turies of the early Church or to more re
cent times, we find soldiers, merchants, 
civil servants, sailors, and others who 
have carried their Christian faith with 
them, wherever they went. Such laymen 
often were the first to bring the Gospel 
to a particular area. It was a freed slave 
from the Caribbean who was the first 
"missionary" to Sierra Leone, and a Ger
man watchmaker who first preached the 
Gospel in East Java. Church historians 
have ample evidence that the ancient 
church spread almost exclusively through 
the witness of laymen. 

Today the unparalleled movement of 
people across the face of the earth is 
opening a new chapter in this age-long 
history of worldwide lay witness. The 
great number and variety of laymen in
volved, ranging from teachers to tech
nicians, from highly qualified experts to 
recently graduated students, confronts 
tl1e Christian Church witl1 vast new op
portunities-and tl1e same tinle, witll 
new responsibilities. 

How are we going to meet this tre
mendous new challenge? There are vari
ous tasks and every Christian traveler 
can play his part. As a Christian he is 
nowhere a stranger. He will find 
churches and Christian groups wherever 
he goes. Though it may sometime be 
difficult to overcome linguistic and cul
tural barriers, if he does this he can help 
to build ecumenical understanding. "For 
instance, nearly 1,000 youth participate 
every year in a variety of international 
work camp programs. W'orking shoulder 
to shoulder witl1 youtl1 of different races, 
nationalities, and creeds, tl1ey build 
friendship from person to person and 
from country to country. Otl1er Chris-

10 [ 594] 

Mothodist Missions, by FuJihira 

"Close to one n1illion members of American churches are, for instance, at the present 
time overseas •••• Have they a contribution to make lo the life and mission of the 
Church Universal?" This American woman works as a volunteer at a Christian medical 
clinic in Karachi, Pakistan. 

tians witl1 more highly developed tech
nical and professional skills give years 
of their lives to service in areas of rapid 
social change. But tllese contributions 
still barely scratch tlle surface. For in
stance 5,000 teachers are needed in 
Africa to help newly emerging nations 
overcome illiteracy and reach the mini
mum standard of education essential for 
tl1eir future development." At tl1e time 
tl1ere is a crying need for Christians to 
become involved in a new form of Chris
tian presence, living and proclaiming 
Cluist's salvation at tl1e strategic fron
tiers of decision-where races clash; 
where a new order of life must be 
worked out because old forms are crum
bling under tl1e impact of industrializa
tion; where people question the meaning 
of life because their h·aditional world 
has broken into pieces. It is not only a 
hunger for bread which is agonizing our 
world. People long for a full life, for 
spiritual bread, for an autl1entic Chris
tian witness. 

Some Christian laymen abroad are al
ready involved in tl1is challenge. There 
is a professor in Nigeria, who for more 
than seven years has worked in tl1e 
Classics Department at the University 
of Ibadan, because he regards this post 
as his missionary vocation. Her.e his min
istry is to what he calls "tl1e post-Chris
tian intellectuals," those students who 
have lost the faitl1 of tlleir childhood. In 
the words of a poem written by one of 

them tl1ey are "hanging in the middle 
way," between tl1e broken past, tlle old 
Africa which cannot be restored, and 
tl1e new Africa in tl1e making. Tom apart 
by tensions, tl1ey are "grasping in tl1e 
dark for a helping hand." This Christian 
professor lives witl1 tl1em day by day, 
working out tl1e meaning of Christian 
faith, not only for his own life, but also 
in terms of tl1e relevance of Christ's 
peace and salvation for tl1e problems and 
tasks of a whole generation of African 
youtl1. Or there is tl1e couple from 
Jamaica-humble, simple Christians who 
have emigrated to Great Britain. He is 
employed by London Transport. She is 
a domestic helper. Together this couple 
has established a house-church group in 
tlleir tiny flat. There oilier 'Vest Indian 
Christians who have lost contact witl1 
tl1e Church under tl1e impact of pagan 
England gatl1er to pray and study. And 
tl1ere also are a few working-class En
glishmen, completely secular people, 
who have been drawn in as neighbors, 
tl1rough tl1e social contacts tl1is couple 
has established. 

In otl1er situations tl1e challenge is not 
being met, for example at tl1e steel plant 
of Rourkela in Nortl1east India. Nobody 
who has been tl1ere can easily forget this 
place. As tl1e train moves slowly tlrrough 
a semidesert tl1e traveler can see from 
time to time a few scattered villages witl1 
mud huts and all tl1e otl1er character
istics of Indian rural life, which have re-
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mained tinchanged for centuries. But 
suddenly the fiery furnaces and massive 
rolling mills of the plant-somehow quite 
unreal and alien-appear from the train 
windows. This hasty first impression re
flects precisely the inner dichotomy of 
tl1e Indian industrial situation. The ad
vent of industry has brought a new real
ity into a static society with its cyclical 
understanding of time and mytl10logical 
form of religion. The people who have 
been drawn from neighboring villages 
and distant parts of India to work in tl1is 
new plant have been uprooted in eve1y 
sense of the word: from their families, 
from their trnditional forms of life, and 
their old beliefs. In tl1eir situation of 
total change, what is the witness of the 
Church? A small Indian village churcl1 
had existed on the exact site where part 
of the plant now stands. But when con
struction began, it was demolished along 
with the rest of the village. Even if this 
church had remained, it would have re
tained its rural character and been ir
relevant to this industrial world. There 
are a few Indian Christian laymen em
ployed in tl1e steel plant, but tl1ey are 
isolated and often as bewildered as tl1eir 
non-Christian colleagues by this new 
way of life. Living in the community for 
a period of time was a contingent of 
1,700 German technicians-but tl1e en
tire group included hardly one or two 
active Christians. \Vhat a difference it 
would have made if laymen from tl1e 
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" ••• The primary calling of a luyman is to be a witness in 
his own job, and through the <1uality of his work, through his 
personal 1·clationships, and through his family life." This man 
works on the l\1nngla Dam p1·oject in Pakistan. 

"The advent of industry has brought a new reality 
into a static society. " 

Methodist Missions, by Fujihira 

·west, together with laymen from India, 
the former contributing their experience 
of a technological world, tlie latter con
tributing tl1eir knowledge of the Indian 
social, cultural and religious background, 
had formed conshi.1ctive cells of Chris
tian witness in tl1is sihiation. 

The wihless of tl1e layman abroad 
must not be tl1ought of in terms of spare
time religious activity. The layman is 
not supposed to be an amateur mission
ary, nor is his main contribution to help 
tl1e local church by running a Sunday 
school class, welcome and useful as such 
activities may be. Ratlier the primary 
calling of a layman is to be a wimess in 
his own job, and through tl1e quality of 
l1is work, tluough his personal relation
ships, and through his family life. In 
these ways Christ himself can be made 
real to the people witl1 whom he lives 
and works. · 

The missionary statesman J\fax \Varren 
has described tl1is new worldwide task 
as the need for "men and women of 
scientific training who will be ready to 
give their service in development 
schemes, going to tl1eir work as ordinary 
salaried officials and bringing their ex
pert knowledge to bear on some local 
sihiation. But tl1ey will go, not merely 
as tl10se whose Christian convictions are 
marginal to tl1eir work, as is commonly 
the case of many today. Ratl1er, they go 
with a vocation consciously and deliber
ately to seek to work out a disciplined 

and purified technology in tl1e light of 
Christian insights." 

The need is tl1erefore for an entirely 
new type of missionary activity, as a new 
phase in world mission begins. \Vith 
churches existing in almost every na
tion, emphasis changes from geograph
ical expansion to a twofold task: 1) 
eve1y Christian congregation must reach 
out in its neighborhood; and 2) tl1e 
Church Universal must bring tl1e Gospel 
to every group of people to whom it is 
unknown or has become irrelevant, be it 
a steel plant in Sheffield or Rourkela. In 
this peneb·ation in deptl1 the Christian 
layman is tl1e spearhead of mission. 

A Secretariat for tl1e Service of Lav
men Abroad is operated by tl1e \Vorid 
Council of Churches to promote thP 
Christian wih1ess and pastoral care of 
laymen working in indusby, commerce, 
profession, governmental and inter-gov
ernmental services, voluntary service, 
and otlier fields, in counh·ies otl1er tlrnn 
their own. The Secretariat also serves 
as a liaison between churches, national 
Christian councils, and similar bodies, 
by gathering and disseminating infonna
tion about work for laymen abroad. It 
seeks to assist tl1em to find the answers 
to muhial problems by arranging meet
ings and consultations, and through pub
lications. The program is directed by 
Canon Chiu Ban It, a Malayan Anglican 
priest and former barrister who visited 
the U.S. in November. 
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Two hundred Christians from nround the world will gnthe1· 
this month in Mexico City lo cxmninc the missionnry lnsk of 
the church today. The occasion is the firs! full meeting of the 
Commission on World Mission and Evnngclism of the World 
Council of Churches, to be held December 8-20. The Commis· 
sion wns formed in 1961 when the Intcrnntionnl Missionary 
Council and the World Council of Chm·cl1cs merged. 

As a result of that ntcrgcr, representatives of the Eastern 
Orthodox Churches will participate in the meeting for the firs! 
time. The International Missionary Council was a Prolcstanl 
group. 

Ovcrnll theme of the meeting will he "Gorl's l\Iission nncl 
Our Tnsk." The ntccling will discuss such concerns of the 
Commission ns a world strategy for Christian literature, nn 
examination of the forms of ministry for n missionary church, 
the missionary role of laymen who trnvcl or work outside their 
own country, and mnny others. 

There will he conccnlrntion on four mnin nrcas of s l111ly by 
s!Udy groups nt the meeting as follows: 

Louis Dennis Photograph 

Women prnying al n Iluclclhist temple in l\lalayn. 

The Witness of Christians to 
"A1 en of Other Faiths 

For Christians, the great religions of mankind are no longer 
remote and strange things. Sh1dents, businessmen, scientists 
and others are constantly meeting with Hindus, Buddhists, 
!vfoslems in the course of their work. And of course there are 
intimate, old and new contacts with the Jews. The writings of 
these religions are widely read and they have become subjects 
of interest, even of fascination, among Christians. There is in 
some quarters a strong pressure to advocate some sort of unity 
among religions for the good of mankind. In Asia, Christians 
are beginning in a new way to study the ancient religions in 
order to discover how the Gospel may be more effectively 
presented. This section will seek, on the basis of its biblical 
study, to help Christians to discover how more effectively to 
bear wih1ess to Jesus Christ as Saviour to men of other faiths. 
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Screen Traveler, from Gendreau 

'Workers lcnving the Ford nulomobilc 11l1111t 
nl Dcnrborn, Michigan. 

The Witness of Christians to 
"A1 en in the Secular 1V orld 

An increasing number of people in all parts of the world, 
and especially in the great and rapidly growing cities of all the 
six continents, have no longer any connection with organized 
religion. They stand outside religion, and judge it by other 
standards-for instance, by the question whether it is a help 
or hindrance in national development. 

The realities in which religion has traditionally spoken seem 
to them shadowy compared with the vast new powers with 
which science has equipped modem man. At the same time 
men oscillate between an exultant sense of their mastery over 
these powers, and a horrible fear that they have become help
less slaves and ultimatclv victims of them. This section will 
seek to aiticulate afresh 'the biblical faith concerning Christ's 
lordship over all powers, and thereby to show how the Church 
may learn those ways of life and speech which may bear ef
fective witness to Christ in the forms of a secularized world. 
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Meeting of a house chi1rch, Methodist Mid-Town Parish, Phila
delphia. 

Tlw \Vitness of the Christian 
to Its Neighborlwod 

C 011 "re aat ion t-i t_-. 

It has often been said in recent years that the Church, prop
erly understood, is a missionary body. This is not to say that 
the Church is a mere means to an end. It is the place of our 
communion with God which is the end of all existence. But we 
have this communion as a foretaste of a reality which includes 
the fulR!ment of God's whole will for mankind. We do not 
share truly in this communion if we do not share also in the 
love which sent Jesus into the world and which sends his peo
ple into the world. The Church not only has a mission; it is a 
mission-God's mission to men. But if this language is meant 
seriously, we shall have to look critically at the ordinary con
gregational life of our churches, their worship, their forms of 
activity, the place they give to minister and layman, their rela
tion to the society in which they are set. 'V'e have to admit that 
much of it expresses an entirely non-missionary understanding 
of the Church, to which missionary activity appears as an 
optional extra. This section will ask what changes are needed 
in the life of Christian congregations if they are to be truly 
missionmy bodies. 

Christians around the world are asked to pray for the 
success of Mexico City meeting. The following spe
cial prayer has been suggested: 

"O God, who didst send thy Spirit like fire upon the 
first apostles, sending them out to light an unquenchable 
fire on the earth, send the same Spirit upon the members 
of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism, 
that they be enlightened by thy truth, aflame with thy 
love, and free in thy service; and use them to further the 
proclamation of thy Gospel to all peoples, until he comes 
to reign who is our Saviour, even Jesus Christ thy Son 
our Lord, to whom with the Father and the Holy Spirit 
be all honour and glory, world without end. Amen." 
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Pl'occssion into the world from Epiphany service, Ghana Assembly 
of the International l\1issional'y Council. 

The \Vit11ess of the Cl111rcl1 Acrnss 
, National and Confessional l'ronliers 

There was a time when the world-wide missionary outreach 
of the churches was expressed almost exclusively by the work 
of denominational or independent mission boards. But this has 
changed. Younger churches bear much of the responsibility 
formerly carried by missions, and the relations between them 
are constantly changing. The work of Inter-Church Aid is 
weaving new patterns of relationship between churches in all 
parts of the world. Interdenominational cooperation, joint 
action in specialized services, and joint planning among mis
sions and churches are all helping to create new kinds of inter
dependence. To some it appears that there is no further place 
for the work of "foreign missions," and that wholly new struc
tures are needed to express the universality of the Christian 
mission. This section will try to discern, on the basis of its 
study of the Bible, what are the next steps needed to express 
in the structures and activities of the churches the character of 
the Christian mission as the mission of God's people in all 
the world to all men everywhere. 
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By BEN F. YOUNGBLOOD 

7~ 7aa~ o/ 
CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 

Mr. Youngblood is Director of 
Cl1ristian Education for the I-I awaii 
Mission Conference. A commis
sioned home missionary of Tl1e 
Methodist Church, he was pre
viously minister of education at 
Mangum Memorial Methodist 
Cl1urch in Shreveport, Louisiana. 

H AWAII Methodism faces some 
unique problems in the field of 

, Christian education as well as 
some of the common variety. In twelve 
of its churches, for example, the church 
school membership is significantly larger 
than that of the churches themselves. 
This is a large part of Hawaii's total of 
twenty-six churches. Christian education, 
then, must bear the responsibility for 
making a real missionary impact. 

The life of The Methodist Church 
in Hawaii cannot be read the same way 
in its statistics as is commonly done in 
American Methodism. Even though a 
few of our larger churches are fast be
coming so "Americanized" that their pat
terns of membership and attendance 
copy the equivalent suburbia of the 
mainland U.S.A., the greatest amount of 
our "work" is done outside these larger 
city churches. 

As may well be eJqJected, the most 
rapid growth and the greatest percentage 
of church school membership above the 
church membership is in our newest 
churches. The past five years has seen 
four new churches organized on the 
Island of Oahu which shows a range of 
1.2 times its church membership up to 
2.7 times. Each of tl1ese, except the one 
with the largest membership and small
est difference, is located in an area re
moved from the city of Honolulu and in 
a community where previously tl1ere had 
been no Methodist church. 

The other seven churches which show 
greater church school membership tlian 
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Methodist Prints, by Pederson 

church membership are located in com
munities where The Methodist Church 
had been in comity agreement witl1 other 
Protestant churches in the pre-\~T orld 
War II history of the Islands. This has 
given the local churches a unique part 
in the life of tl1e smaller community as 
it grew to be a part of the larger social 
and economic state. 

A close look at the place of Christian 
education in the church in Hawaii brings 
us face to face witl1 unique demands. 
Some of tl1ese demands call for more 
serious appreciation of our position in 
tlie life of tlie island communities tlrnn 
we often accept. 

1. vVe hear much of the witness Ha
waii must make in its multicultural, mul
tiracial complex. Herein, the church 
stands in line to make its wib1ess. 'In the 
beginning of the church in Hawaii it 
tended to "segregate" its congregations 

Methodist Prints. 

(Above) Congregation out
side Ffrst ]\'[ e t h o d i s t 
Church, Honolulu. The 
rapid transfer of personnel 
by both the militm·y and 
business fi1·ms means that 
some la1·ger churches in 
Hawaii have a change of 
as much as one-third of 
their membership each 
yenr. 

(Left) Rev. Ira Steckman 
talks with an altar boy bc
f orc services. Many parents 
of non-Christian back
ground place their children 
in church schools as "pm·t 
of the American way of 
Life" with no other Chris
tian nurture. 

because of language necessity. However, 
the modern Hawaii no longer requires 
tl1is stand. This challenge calls fortl1 the 
best tliat we can produce to bridge tl1e 
gaps of tradition. 

2. To some extent, varying nahrrally 
witl1 intensity of tl1e cultural patterns, 
we have many "new Americans" who 
want tl1eir children to have all tl1e priv
ileges of America. Though parents are 
often less than nominally tied to some 
imagined loyalty to tlrnir parent's reli
gious traditions, tl1ey often insist that 
their children attend Christian church 
schools with regularity, yet have little 
sense of responsibility beyond tl1at for 
tl1eir Christian nurhll'e. This brings an
other unique challenge to Christian edu
cation in Hawaii. This is more so than 
tl1e typical American parent who 
"sends" his children to Sunday school 
because he was sent as a child. 
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3. Not at all unique in our clay is the 
highly transient population and the ac
companying problems. Hawaii comes in 
for its share of transients and the church 
must offer a minisby to them. \Vith 
statehood for Hawaii, mainland business 
firms have substantially e},.1Jr111ded to the 
islands and in many cases brought in 
their personnel with liberal rotation pol
icies. Many such personnel come with 
rich church experience and put it to use 
among us. Others, being uprooted from 
the homeland they have known, find a 
new meaning to something they took for 
granted before-the church in the com
munity. For many persons transplanted 
into the islands there is a sense of isola
tion intensified by our geography that 
frequently becomes ovenvhelming. Many 
of these folk see in the church a vital 
ministry as they find themselves in the 
familiar fellowship of church groups. 

4. Another far from . nnique scene in 
contempormy America is the military 
community. Hawaii is a bit special in 
that there is such a tremendous concen
tration of military life and activity in 
such a small area. The major offices of 
each branch of rnilitmy service for the 
Pacific operations are all located within 
the city and county of Honolulu. This 
brings a peculiar kind of witness to the 
churches on the Island of Oahu. Among 
the militmy families are our greatest 
transients, so that the churches serving 
in the immediate environ of a major base 
has a constant job of assimilation which 
can never be done quite adequately. 
Many of the families, with the blessing 
and encouragement of the Chaplains, 
seek out a church in the civilian com
munity rather than the chapels. This 
brings its problems as well as its bless
ings to the local church. It is well known 
they will he here only two or three years 
at the most. So acute is this problem in 
three of our larger churches that they an
ticipate that no less than one third of 
their membership will move away each 
year. The great challenge of this sihm
tion. as it is with the transient business 
family. is that through the short associ
ation they have ·with the church in Ha
waii many reh1rn to their homes or 
move on to new assignment with a 
greatly enriched understanding of the 
life and mission of tl1e church, for it was 
here to senre their deeper needs when 
they needed it most. 

A dramatic illustration of this is the 
story of a couple who were asked to 
teach a group of sixtl1 i,>;raders. They had 
the usual excuses, e.g., "\\1e lmve never 
done it before. \\le don't know enough 
about teaching, to say nothing of our 
lack of knowledge of the Bible and the 
Christian faith." The challenge was great 

responsibility had been touched suffi
ciently for them to admit that they 
should at least give it a h-y. 

Anyone who has taken such a chal
lenge knows that there is no way of 
knowing what to expect next, particular
ly when the group of twenty-five boys 
and girls has had little consistent "dis
ciplined" instruction by anyone who 
could keep at it more than a month or 
two. At the end of the first montl1 con
ditions were at the point that another 
teacher was ready to give up; but some
how the church school superintendent 
and director were too busy after tlmt 
session to hear their resignation. As the 
couple talked it over at dinner that day, 
the decision was made to stay with it. 
Reference books were borrowed from the 
director's office to get greater content 
into the teachers' own faith so they could 
give more to the boys and girls. In a 
matter of a few weeks all of them found 
to their great joy that each enjoyed what 
the other had to offer. 

This is a h·ue stbry that has been en
acted over and over again and some of 
the courage of the staff in the churches 
of Hawaii to keep inviting the new
comer into the work of the local church 
comes from the knowledge that tl1e last 
ones recruited and b·ained are now shar
ing so much more effectively in their new 
homes because a special experience was 
made possible here. The urge of many 
inexperienced churchmen to relate them
selves and their families to a church be
comes the means for new life both to 
themselves and our churches who find 
their growing experience just tl1e im
peh1s needed to keep the local church 
vital to the life of our complex com
munity. 

5. The. growing edge of our Christian 
education work in Hawaii is in adult 

groups. Though the urgency is ever with 
us for giving children and youth tlrn 
training they need in spite of the reasons 
for their attendance, every church knows 
that until the adults of the Church are 
growing in their experience of faith the 
life of the Church is incomplete. In the 
first years of the 1960's several of the 
churches' increase in church school mem
bership have come in the awakening 
needs of the adults where heretofore 
there had been no adult study at all. The 
years immediately ahead of us offer an 
even greater challenge in this area. 

6. Our newest innovations in Christian 
education have come in an area many 
had tl10ught a thing of the past for 
Hawaii, the renewing of study in lan
guages other than English. Aldersgate 
Church in the "inner city," with its great
ly diversified program led by Director of 
Christian Education Celeste Paraso, has 
begun a program for Samoan immigrants 
who are coming in increasing numbers 
from American Samoa. Most of these 
folk have been Methodist (British) on 
their native island and tl1ey want to re
main a part of The Methodist Church 
here. Along with this new language 
group, tl1ere is a new surge of interest in 
several communities among older Fili
pino immigrants who are forming ilieir 
own class groups whether there is a min
ister available to help them can-y on or 
not. 

\\Te have only begun the work that 
needs to be done in Hawaii. Most of our 
churches now have beautiful facilities 
but almost .none of them are adequate. 
By the time our new facilities are opened 
they are already overcrowded. Personnel 
to do the work of the Mission has been 
much too b·ansient and all too few to 
keep pace with the rapid growth of the 
Islands. 

B1·cnking ground for n new educational unit. 
Methodist Prints 

i enough to this couple and their sense of 
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Ph. F.O.M.-P. Landry 

This church in the lcgcndm·y "Pacific paradise" is on the island of Bora-Bora. 

This 11hosphatc plant at Makatca indicates the new ways of life that arc emerging. 
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AN INDI~ 

T o MOST PEOPLE mention of Tahiti 
conjures up visions of a Pacific 
Shangri-la, one of the few un

spoiled beauty spots left in the world. Or 
it may remind them of Captain Bligh 
and the mutiny on the Bounty, or of Thor 
Hyerdahl's recent Kon Tiki expedition. 

Few are aware that in the Tahitian 
archipelago is one of the strongest Prot
estant churches in the Pacific, outstand
ing among the "younger" churches ·for 
its missionary concern and deep under
standing of Christian stewardship. 

One cannot look at the Christian 
church in Tahiti without recalling its 
growth. The arrival in the islands of 
seventeen missionaries from the London 
Missionary Society in 1797 and their re
markable work of evangelizing, despite 

Missions Evangelique 
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by J. HARRY HAINES 

,'~ENDENT CHlJBCH IN]afta~ 
. draordinary hardships, virtually the en
re population in little more than a 
eneration, will remain a thrilling chap
!r in the story of the missionary move-
1ent. By 1820 Tahitian Christians were 
lfering tl1emselves as missionaries to 
ther peoples of tl1e Pacific and their ex
mple is still followed. The church was 
ion self-supporting and from 1830 it has 
iade an annual collection for t11e Lon
on Missionary Society. The first year it 

. !nt t11e equivalent of $5,000 to London 
· ; a tliank offering. Also in 1830 the 
, ahitian ruler, tl1e powerful King 
omare, dedicated a "catliedral" in 

1 
apeete seating six thousand people. A 

. . mrch of tl1is size was necessary be
: mse the monarch and all his people had 
: ::cepted baptism. The annual collection 
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for the missionary society continued even 
after 1863 when Tahiti became a French 
colony and the Paris Missionary Society 
took over responsibility for tl1e work 
done on the islands by the London :Mis
sionary Society. 

Here was, and is, a truly indigenous 
church which serves seventy per cent of 
the population of 80,000 and is deeply 
engaged in effective witness and service. 
It is a peoples' church. '~'ise missionary 
policy has rooted tl1e ch,urch firmly in 
Tahitian soil and an island-bred minisb·y 
has been raised up and kept close to the 
people. Today the pastors are usually 
selected from among tl1e young married 
villagers. The candidate and his wife at
tend Bible College in Papeete for four 
years and then reh1rn to a life of cultivat-

Changing times are undennining the 
traditional culture of Tahiti. 1Vhat is 
the newly independent Christian 
church there doing to meet this chal
lenge? Dr. Haines is a missionary of 
The Methodist Church currently serv
ing as Secretary for Asia and Oceania of 
the Division of Inter-Church Aid of the 
1Vorld Council of Churches . 

ing the soil and preaching the Gospel. 
In August this year tl1e church cele

brated tl1e centenary of tl1e work of the 
Paris Mission and became an autonomous 
church, the Evangelical Church of Tahiti. 

Missions Evanoelique 

This new Bethel Church wns lmilt in 1957 in Pnpcclc. 
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Scattered over hundreds of islands which 
compose the archipelago, from the Isles 
Sous-le-Vent to the Gambier Isles, from 
the Marquesas to the Austral Isles, the 
Tahitian church has some of its parishes 
over a thousand miles apart. 

Paganism has disappeared in Poly
nesia. The sacrificial stone platforms on 
which Polynesians offered their sacrifices 
or consecrated their kings have disap
peared under tropical vegetation but 
some new forms of religion have come. 
Serious inroads into the membership of 
the church in Tahiti, as well as those in 
all other parts of the Pacific, are being 
made by large numbers of Mormon mis
sionaries, whose churches are called 
"L'Eglise des dollars Americains" (the 
church of the American dollars) and by 
Jehovah's \\'itnesses who often avoid 
visa requirements by coming as tourists 
though their baggage is filled mostly 
with large quantities of literature for dis
tribution. The presence of these and 
other sects puts tlle church on the de
fensive in the battle to preserve its life 
and tllis is accentuated by tlle active 
propaganda of Roman Catholicism 
whose basic strategy is to build attrac
tive schools in communities tlrnt are 100 
percent Protestant. 
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This boys' school is located in Papeete. 

The church has a hard battle to fight 
not only to preserve its faitl1 but also to 
stave off trends which tlrreaten to bring 
about moral and social disintegration of 
the Tahitian people. 

Today tlle leaders of tlle Tahitian 
church believe tlrnt the greatest danger 
to their people comes from what may 
seem odd to most Americans-tourism. 

Two years ago the long isolation of tlle 
islands, surrounded by tllousands of 
miles of ocean witl1 only an occasional 
passenger steamer calling at Papeete, 
was ended witl1 the arrival of tlrn first 
jet plane b1inging tourists. What began 
as a trickle turned into a torrent and in 
1962 nearly 60,000 tourists, mostly Amer
ican, descended on Tahiti, Moorea, and 
Racasen which togetl1er have only 50,000 
inhabitants. These tourists, attracted by 
exaggerated Madison Avenue style pub
licity depicting '1otus-eaters" who spend 
their days in exotic dancing and singing, 
have injected a false type of economic 
prosperity which in reality benefits only 
a few people. No country can absorb a 
tourist population equal to its own popu
lation witl10ut being shaken iri its very 
structure. 

The drift of people toward Papeete, 
especially youtl1, is breaking up tlle com-

munal life of tlrn villages. The Evan
gelical Church for generations gave a 
certain structure to village life. It was an 
important public institution, training 
leaders, providing welfare services and 
an articulate conscience. Now this homo
geneous structure is being fragmented by 
powerful disintegrating forces. 

A still further disrnptive factor has 
been tlle possibility that the French 
government might establish a nuclear 
weapons testing base in tlrn Gambier 
Islands. Such a base would mean tllat tl1e 
islanders would have to move elsewhere. 
Church leaders, in a petition to Paris, 
referred to tllis and other related ques
tions and concluded by saying: "We do 
not want to become a second Honolulu 
and to be evicted little by little from tlle 
land and tlle occupation of our country." 

This church, witl1 its rich heritage con
fronted by rapid social change and dis
rupting forces, looks to the future with 
some trepidation, but it has not lost faitl1. 
One Tahitian pastor at a recent Sunday 
sendce, where the \Vriter was to speak 
on "The Church in a Changing World," 
prayed, "O God, our palm b·ees no 
longer hide us from the world, sb·engtl1-
en our hearts to face the future with con
fidence." 
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Concern for cMldren means food for children in Hong Kong. 
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Eastern Publishers' Service, NYC 
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Concern means 
teaching cliildren what tliey should 

eat-as in Peru. 

It means a chance 
for troubled children to play, 

as in Spofford Home, 
Kansas City. 

It means good health 
for children in the Philippines. 

Anderson Photo Co., Kansas City, Mo. 
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:And for children of tl1e city to find a place to play on Saturday afternoons, 
as at 1Vashington Square Church, New York City 

Eastern Publishers' Service. NYC 
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Korea Meth. Photo, J, H, Moore 

Tooo FuJihlra: Methodist Prints 
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It means a roof 
over one's head in Korea 
(Wyatt Baby Fold). 

_..-~PICTURE SECTION ,, ~ 
Concern includes music (Vaca
tion Church School, San Fran
cisco). 
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It means learning to read and write (Pakistan). 
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It means a nursery sclwol (Con
stantine, Algeria). 

It means making tl1ings for fun 
-for instance, a toy truck in 
Liberia. 

United Nations 
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World Council ol Churches, NYC 
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It means going to ch11rclz sclwol 
(Blaine Memorial Church, Seat
tle). 

It means preparation for life in 
a modern world (South America). 

Eastern Publishers' Service. NYC 
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Three Lions, Inc., NYC 
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It means continuing education 
(Harwood Girls' School, Albu
querque). 

It means opportunity for every 
one in every type of knowledge. 
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C ONCERI 
FOR TODAY'S CHILDREN 

DECEMBER 1963 

The concern for children is particular
ly timely to Christians at the Christmas 
season. This is not just sentimentality for 
now we are reminded that our Lord 
came into the world as a child. Thus, we 
remember to look upon all children as 
the children of God. 

Where does our concern for children 
start? With love. Without love, all our 
attempts at education, physical and 
moral nurture become only a drudgery 
and a duty and (to the child) an ordeal. 
It is only with love that we can claim a 
Christian concern for children. 



John P. Taylor. from World Council of Churches 

Concern for children begins with the basic questions of food and shelter, 
as for this refugee boy in Algeria. 

H. T. Maclin , from Methodist Missions 

Concern means guidance for changing times, as for these African children 
in Northern Rhodesia. 
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Concern means education, to think as clearly and , 'Pl! 

Mrs. Robert A . Reuss 

Concern means providing a home for the homeless It 
Home in Alaska. 
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Concern means learning how to live together, as for these children in an American city. 
Edward Wa llowitch Photograph 

t the Jesse Lee 
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,t_CTURE SECTION 

The ultimate concern of the Christian 
for children is to help them to under
stand what it means to live as a child of 
God in this world. Their world may be 
that of nature, as with this boy in a tree, 
or it may be the man-made world of the 
city but both must be seen as the world 
that God loved so much that He sent His 
Son to redeem it. 

WORLD OUTLOOK 
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Photo by Philio Gendr:au, NYC of .. The Nativity," :in old enoravino 
by G ustavc Dar6 ( 1833-83) . 

POETRY 
FOR 
THE 

Christmas 
Season 

DECEMBER 1963 

By 1\'IARGARET E. SANGSTER 

The Chxist child unto the stable came 
'Twix the midnight and the morn; 

His mother laid him softly down 
By the beasts of hoof and horn. 

The friendly kine a-near him stood 
In the frost of the early day; 

And, little Brother of all the poor, 
He slept in the fragrant hay. 

The Christ child slept in the stable dim, 
And over him :flamed the star 

That was golden bright with the light of heaven, 
Where God and the angels are. 

Then, journeying far, came king and priest 
With a wealth of spices sweet; 

And, little Brother of all the rich, 
They knelt to kiss his feet. 

" " " 
0 little Brother of every man! 

Obscure, or high, or great, 
Thine is the alchemy of heaven 

\i\Trought on our low estate. 
We find thee still in the stable dim; 

But for thy cradle-bed, 
0 rest not now in the manger stall

Take thou our hearts instead! 

-Quoted from The Missionary Voice, Dec. 1913. 

1Cfo CCfoi11fUehend ilie $/;a;z, 
By JANE MERCHANT 

Astronomers make reverent surmise 
That the particularly radiant glow 
Illtirninating Palestinian skies, 
And leading wise men onward, to bestow 
Rich gifts on One unrecognized as yet 
As Savior of the greatest and the least, 
\Vas caused when Jupiter and Saturn met 
In rare conjunction in the morning East. 
So always men must seek the truth-and whether 
Or not two planets met, superbly bright, 
\i\T e know God's love and mercy met together 
To shed upon all men a greater light 
Than any they had ever known before. 
We follow it, to worship and adore. 
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Philip Gendreau, NYC 
0 Tlrn light shines on ju the cl ark und the darkness has n e ver CJU Cnchcd it." 

Word of God Incarnate 
By FLUHENCE HOOPEH * 
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N ALL THE BmLE, there are no pas
sages which, in sheer literary gran
deur, and in deep meaning for men 

of every age, rival the opening chapters 
of the Book of Genesis, and the fl.rst of 
the gospel according to John. None have, 
for Christians especially, greater signifi
cance in their parallelism, for, taken side 
by side, they set forth, in epic expres
sion, the Creation, the story of the fl.rst 
beginnings of God's making of the world; 
and the Re-creation, when God in Man 
comes upon this sadly ruined earth. 

Read Genesis, fl.rst: "In the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth. 
The earth was without form and void, 
and darkness was upon the face of the 
deep; and the Spirit of God was moving 
over the face of the waters. And God 
said, 'Let there be light' and there was 
light ... then God said, 'Let us make 
man in our image, after our likeness'; 
. . . So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God he created 
him; male and female he created them." 
(R.S.V. Genesis, chap. 1) 

Now ponder the first chapter of John, 
especially in the magnificent rendering 
of the New English Bible: 'When all 
things began, the Word already was, the 
Word dwelt with God, and what God 
was, the Word was, the Word, then, 
was with God at the beginning, and 
through Him all things came to be; no 
single thing was created without him. 
All that came to be was alive with his 
life and that life was the light of men. 
The light shines on in the dark and the 
darkness has never quenched it. 

"There appeared a man named John, 
sent from God. He was not the light; 
he came to bear witness to the light. 
The real light which enlightens every 
man was even then coming into the 
world. He was in the world; but the 
world, though it owed its being to him, 
did not recognize him. He entered his 
own realm, and his own would not re
ceive him." 

"But [what a tremendous conjunction 
that isl] to all who did receive him, to 
those who have yielded him their al
legiance, he gave the right to become 
children of God . • • the offspring of 
God himself." ... 

"So the Word became flesh; he came 
to dwell among us, and we saw his glory, 
such glory as befits God's only Son, full 
of grace and truth." (NEB: Excerpts 
from John: Chapter One.) 

Imagine the wonder which must have 
possessed the writer of the gospel when, 
out of deep brooding thought, shaped 
by the Holy Spirit and by his own ex
perience as a follower of the Word
made-Hesh, there dawned upon his mind 
the cosmic meaning of the sentences he 
had written! The Creator at home with 
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his children; the Father come to em
body his love ... creation and re-crea
tion in Jesus Christ, the Word. 

There you have Christmas, the Good 
News which, as Phillip puts it, "tells of 
a God who cares with infinite compas
sion for individual people. . . . What 
Christ himself claimed was to reveal the 
nature and character of God. So that if 
we accept his claim, however immense 
our conception of God may be, the clue 
to his nature and purpose will always 
be found in Christ. In other words, we 
look out upon that immense mystery 
which we call 'God' through the open
ing which Christ has made in our dark
ness." 1 

You will remember that, on the sixth 
day of Creation, after He had made man, 
"God saw everything He had made, and, 
behold, it was very good." He had given 
man a lovely earth, replete with "kindly 
fruits" and with what Athanasius calls a 
'birthright of beauty." But, like Esau 
and many another of whom he is the 
symbol, man, also endowed with power 
to choose between good and evil, 
counted his birthright of little worth, 
and carelessly discarded it for things 
base or at any rate of lesser value. 

So began the deterioration which 
separated man from the Creator who 
still loved him with an everlasting love. 

But, at Christmas, once more the Way 
opened in beauty, the Word of God 
was audibly and visibly uttered. In 
Christ we saw "such glory as befits the 
Father's only Son, full of grace and 
truth. Once more the 'Good News' was 
proclaimed that in Him men may have 
life and have it in all its fullness." 2 

As Athanasius wrote: 'What is there 
incredible in our saying that, mankind 
having gone astray, the ·word descended 
upon it, and was manifest as Man, so 
that by His intrinsic goodness and His 
steersmanship He might save it from the 
storm?" 3 

And what a saving! From an inade
quate, distorted concept of a distant 
Creator to a warm and life-giving per
sonal relationship; from rootlessness to 
a sure abiding place; from uncertainty to 
assurance of love and a sense of direc
tion; from aimless or debasing sin to 
persistent and God-strengthened striv
ing after purity and truth! This is the 
great Good News. 

To be sure, man does not always re
spond. Indeed, how true are the words of 
one of the prayers of confession in The 
Methodist Hymnal: "Thy life is within 
our souls but our selfishness has hindered 

1J. B. Phillips in Good News-Thoughts on 
God and Man, Macmillan, 1963, page lX and 
page 16. Used by permission. 

2 St. Athanasius: in The Incarnation of the 
Word of God, Macmillan, 1961, page 29, used 
by permission. NEB: John 10:11. 

3 Athanasius: Op. cit., page 79. 

Thee ... we have resisted Thy Spirit ... 
neglected Thine inspirations . . . help 
us to amend what we are . , . that Thou 
mayest come into the full glory of Thy 
creation in us and in all men, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord." 

But Christmas reassures even the chief 
of sinners, the lowest of spiritual failures, 
of the open Way to restoration and re
creation. 

"You must be born again,1
' Jesus told 

Nicodemus; in that "must" lies a won
drous may. We may by His power with
in us grow into the likeness of Him who 
is eternally the likeness of the Creator 
God, the Father of all things living. He 
will make us over, because He loves us, 
and has, since the beginning. 

Marvelous as is this assurance of Di
vine relationship to tl1e human individ
ual, there is yet another dimension of 
God's relationships through the creative 
Word. I mean His lordship of the uni
verse and its ages-long history. This is a 
dimension of which, in this day of vast 
extension of man's knowledge and 
power, coupled with troubling realiza
tion of how far, far beyond all this the 
tremendous complex stretches-this is 
a dimension, I say, of which the Christian 
dares not lose sight. The infinite power 
of God, focused for us in Christ, em
braces, beyond, above and around us, 
the ongoing story of Man upon earth 
and the evolution of the far-Hung uni
verse as well. 

In remembering that God is near to 
every soul, He is, also and forever, the 
"center and soul of every sphere." Only 
a God as utterly omnipotent as that 
could have. condescended to come into 
man's life in the Incarnation. 

It did not take the modem sweep of 
astronomical discovery or of space ex
ploration to reveal this wider relation
ship to discerning men. The Psalmists of 
the Hebrews, and the sages of many 
ancient nations glimpsed it in their far 
more primitive and circumscribed view 
of the creation. The prophets of Israel, 
under the guidance of the Infinite Spirit, 
drew nearer yet to recognition of both 
facets of the nature of the Creator. The 
early Christians were sure of it in their 
own experience. 

In all the concerns of our existence to
day, we have similar assurance. Our 
God grows greater, and our vision of 
Him clearer as we see Him in both 
Genesis and John's gospel. For, after 
all, both have the same essential sig
nificance: Creator and created; Father 
and beloved children; Savior and Wan
derers from good. 

Blessed be God, all these things are 
given unity and meaning in tl1e seeking 
love which Hoods our lives because of 
Christmas! 
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This is La\'inia 'Wallace Young Community Center, Nome, on a quiet day. Most Eskimo 
families who enjoy actiYitics here during the year arc at their fish camps for the summer. 

by AMY LEE 

By the BERING SEA 

Lavinia 1V allace Young C omm:unity Center 1Vraps Gifts for Nome 

0 NE PLACE where they're not 
dreaming of a white Christmas 
is Nome, Alaska. There it's a 

reality. 
In this natural ice chest of Northwest 

Alaska on the Bering Sea, hardly more 
than a hefty snowball's throw from the 
Siberian coast, and where Eskimos now 
make up seventy percent of the 2,300 
population, people dream other Christ
mas dreams. 

And Lavinia \Vallace Young Commu
nity Center, supported by the \Voman's 
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Division of Christian Service of the 
Methodist Board of Missions, helps to 
make their dreams come true. 

Family boxes are a major attrnction 
of the Christmas celebrations at the 
center. 

I\1iss Esther McCoy, center director, 
explains: "The boxes are packe~ with all 
sorts of useful things-towels, pillow 
slips, dish towels, plastic dishes, tooth 
paste, combs-and things for fun, too, 
like jig-saw puzzles and dolls. , 

"\Ve set up a·n assembly line proce-

<lure for packing the boxes. Our regular 
volunteers and other women in the com
munity do the packing. 

"When the boxes are all packed, I 
send out letters to the families saying 
they are ready. \Ve sec that the boxes 
go to low- and no-income families. At 
least a hundred families would be grate
ful for these boxes, but we have to cut 
the number down to twenty-five because 
of lack of supplies. 

"On December 24 the families come 
here to the center with their sleds-or 
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their neighbors' sleds-to pick up the 
boxes. And they don't wait till Christmas 
day to open them. They open them as 
soon as they get them." 

Miss McCoy went on, "For the past 
few years we have bought Christmas 
trees from a children's home in '\lhite 
Mountain. Trees cost a dollar a foot, so 
if six children work on a six-foot tree, 
they each earn a dollar. 

"A small tree comes by parcel post, a 
big tree by freight. Our tree always gets 
here by Thanksgiving. 

"One year," she commented, "we had a 
ten-foot tree for our nine-and-a-half-foot
high recreation hall." 

Parties are, of course an indispensable 
part of Christmas at Lavinia '\lallace 
Young center, and they start in the first 
week of December with tl1e children's 
festivities. 

At tlie time this Christmas-in-July 
conversation took place in Miss McCoy's 
apartment, tlie center was quiet. Only 
her dog Sandy and her· cats Topsy and 
Skipper provided the running and jump
ing usually supplied by boys playing 

both grown-ups and children are our 
mother-daughter and father-son dinners," 
Miss McCoy said. "Our volunteer recrea
tion workers and hoard members are 
special guests. About fifteen of tl1e volun
teer group are teen-agers, and eleven 
are adults. 

"The dinners are completely inter
racial affairs. The elite of the town 
mingle with both highly educated and 
primitive Eskimos. 

"Some of our boys and girls who can 
afford it bring food. Others, of course, 
can't. For that reason we send out two 
different types of notes with our invita
tions. One note requests members to 
bring food. The other asks tl1em to come 
and help with cooking, or peeling 
potatoes, or other little chores. 

"Tahleclotl1s and place settings are an 
important part of our dinners," Miss Mc
Coy asserted. "It may be the only time 
some of our guests ever see tl1em. 

"We'd like to have Family Nights, 
but our efforts haven't been successful 
yet. vVe have felt stymied by the usually 
overwhelming number of children at 
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These three hnven't gone fishing. 

basketball or kindergarteners acting out 
songs. 

In summer tl1ere is an almost complete 
shutdown of recreational activities at the 
center. It is tl1e time tlrnt Nome's Eski
mo families move-fishnets, tackle, and 
tents-to their fish camps far up tl1e 
beach and along the inlets and fresh
water lagoons. 

The talk turned from Christmas to 
parties in general which dot the center's 
calendar of events. 

"Two of our most important events for 
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these parties. Eskimos run to big fami~ 
lies, and we can figure on adding the 
cousins' children, too. Eskimo people 
are conscientious about taking care of 
their children and those of their rela
tives." 

In this isolated area where days of sum
mer slowly change from twenty-four 
hours of light to only four hours of light 
during winter, and where few resources 
exist to enrich community life, tlie com
munity center parties fill a big need for 
wholesome recreation. 

In fact, recreation and social welfare 
are the two chief elements of tl1e cen
ter's program. 

When it was founded in 1911 as 
Lavinia vVallace Young Mission under 
the former 'iVoman's Home Missionary 
Society, the project included a Metllod
ist church for tlle Eskimo people and a 
community program. The native church 
was a necessity at that time; most Eski
mos could not understand English well 
enough to worship with an English
speaking congregation. 

By 1950 the picture had changed. 
Most of the Eskimos could speak and 
understand English, so the Eskimo and 
white congregations were united in the 
1fothodist Community Church of Nome. 
(The public school by then had been 
integrated. ) 

That left the Mission with just the 
community program, whereupon it set
tled down to preach the social gospel as 
a community center. 

The center itself is modest, consisting 
of three small buildings. One is a two
story wo'oden building which houses the 
clothing store on the ground floor and 
the apartment of the director on tlle sec
ond floor. Clothing is supplied by many 
Woman's Societies through their mission
ary-giving programs. 

A smaller building next door, the 
original native church, could be used for 
meetings and other gatherings, if the 
budget permitted. Around the corner is 
a third building where most of the pro
gram activities are held. 

Miss McCoy has only volunteers to 
help her carry on the program. 

In spite ·of staff limitations, Lavinia 
vVallace Young center serves a relatively 
large segment of the community. The 
kindergarten meets in two sections. Sev
eral interest groups meet weekly. They 
include a sewing group for first to sixth 
grade girls, and crafts for junior high 
girls. 

"A home demonstration agent from the 
Extension Service of the University of 
Alaska helps with handicrafts,'' Miss Mc
Coy said, "and every year three or four 
of our public school teachers help with 
various groups. 

"The fifth and sixth grade girls have a 
choice of skin sewing or making Hared 
skirts. They also make rabbit-fur mit
tens, using glove needles and dental :Hoss 
rather than sinew which is the tradi
tional Eskimo sewing 'thread.' 

"Third and fourth grade girls adept 
at sewing make lapel pins of rabbit skins 
and bleached seal skins. 'i\Te are gradual
ly introducing small projects in fur 
sewing and bead work. These are taught 
by skilled Eskimo women." 

The question of what types of projects 
will attract and hold teen girls' groups-
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especially in Nome-gives Miss l\IcCoy 
and the center board members some of 
their worst "headaches." 

The problem of finding sufficiently 
absorbing activities to offset for these 
girls the lure of early, and usually tragic, 
marriages, often to men who bring them 
liquor, was the main topic of discussion 
at the center board meeting in July, 
1962. Members who met at the center 
with Miss McCov and with Miss Emma 
Burris of New Y~rk, executive secretary 
for social welfare and medical work of 
the \Voman's Division, included Mr. 
Ash Craft, a member of the Nome school 
board and head of the weather bureau; 
Mrs. Nels Swanberg, public health 
nurse; Mrs. David Nease, Conference 
\Voman's Society secretary of missionary 
personnel, and Miss Roberta Snyder, sec
retaiy to the social worker at the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs. 

One idea advanced was that a cooking 
class, and perhaps other homemaking 
arts, might help to prepare these girls for 
better marriages and inspire them to be
come good homemakers. 

The center has no program activity for 
teen-age boys, but there are two groups 
of third to sixth grade boys. For them, 
according to Miss McCoy, "basketball is 
the big thing. Some of the high school 
players coach and help them. 

"Making plastic model airplanes is the 
next big thing. \~Te buy them through a 
local hardware store and pay the whole
sale price, plus freight. 

"Every year when the models arrive, 
the boys say, 'This is the keenest bunch 
we've ever had.' 

[At press time, \VonLD OUTLOOK 
learned from Miss McCov that the center 
hopes to add iv01y car~ring to its arts
and-crafts program. "Too many of the 
younger generation are neglecting his
toric native skills," she said.] 
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Miss Esther McCoy, community center di
rector, pauses by store on Nome's Front 
Street. (Note hoard sidewalk, and sign ad
vertising reindeer meat). 

Turning from the group-work phase of 
the program to its social welfare aspects, 
Miss McCoy said, "We sell used clothing 
at a price people can afford. New cloth
ing goes at a dollar an item or less. 

"Often, people coming in to Nome 
have to stay longer than they expected, 
and they need clothes and quilts. 

"On the clothing program we work in 
cooperation with all the agencies-pub
lic health, public welfare, and the Bu
reau of Indian Affairs. 

As part of her mission Miss McCoy 
does "lots of home calling." Some calls 
are "just friendly visits," some are social 
welfare calls, some visits to shut-ins, 
some to the sick, some to newcomers." 

Last year was the first year Miss !vlc
Coy had a car. The twelve years before 

that she walked. Walks about Nome in 
winter are not "winter wonderland" 
strolls. They are frost-bite type hikes, 
sometimes through high snowbanks, 
sometimes in way-below-zero frigidness. 
A car has eased her trips around town 
and given her a new sense of freedom, 
vital in this little community where 
frustration and claustrophobia are fami
liar companions. 

No one knows better than Esther Mc
Coy that "Nome has many problems. 
There are too many people here on a tem
porary basis, people with the Federal 
Aviation Agency, the BIA government 
employes. Even Eskimos come and go." 

The list of problems includes much 
more. The liquor problem, for instance, 
unemployment, lack of industry, the 
pitiful housing of most of the Eskimo 
people ("it is shameful in contrast to 
that of white people, but no home in 
Nome is luxurious because of geographic 
conditions"); inadequate heating ("drift
wood is the onlv natural fuel because 
Nome has no tre~s; fuel oil is priced well 
above 'stateside' prices; the cold often 
forces a whole family and a number of 
relatives into one small room"); the ex
orbitant prices of food in stores ("natives 
b·y to catch fish and pick berries and 
hunt, but the coming of the white man 
has exhausted the native supply of food 
to large extent-building the air force 
base cost the Eskimos their reindeer 
herd which was a large source of their 
food supply") ; high cost of water ("peo
ple with money for it can purchase water 
from h"l1cks, six pails for a dollar, but Es
kimos without income must melt snow"). 

Lavinia ·wallace Young Community 
Center cannot solve all these natural and 
man-made problems, but it can and does 
bring a wholesome influence to hear 
upon the lives of many in this Alaskan 
community beside the Bering Sea. 

This is the new Methodist church in Nome. 
\'/orltl Outlook Photo by Amy Lee 
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MISS McCOY DISPELS SOME MISCONCEPTIONS 
ABOUT ESKIMOS 

"There are many misconceptions about Eskimo people. The 
greatest misconception of their living is the igloo story. Igloos 
were never anything but temporary shelter for Eskimos. Today, 
even the villages have wooden houses. 

"Other misconceptions are concerned with emotional and spirit
ual problems. Many people believe Eskimos do not have the same 
emotional responses we do . .. . Eskimos have a wonderful sense 
of humor, and a spontaneous laugh. The loss of a loved one is a 
genuine and sincerely-felt loss. 

"I feel that Eskimos are able to meet eme rgencies with less 
hysteria than are white people. 

"Their quiet polite manner sometimes makes people underrate 
their intelligence. Those who have educational opportunities com
pare favorably with any race . Eskimo people do not want special 
favors. They want equal opportunity to earn a living, and raise 
their . famili~s." 
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P
nOBABLY NOT 1\-fANY PEOPLE today 
recall the impressive missionary 
festival that was held in London 

in the summer of 1908. Staged by the 
London Missionary Society in the big 
Agricultmal Hall of the British capital, 
it had over five thousand persons taking 
part. 

It must have been a thrilling spectacle, 
for it presented a succession of episodes 
from the history of the Christian mission
ary movement in the Far East. The 
hundreds of participants appeared in the 
colorful native dress of China, India, 
Japan and other countries. 

For more than a month crowds Hocked 
to watch the great drama unfold. '\'hen 
the pageant finally closed, it had been 
witnessed by over two hundred and 
fifty thousand people. So much interest 
was aroused that it was brought to 
America, where it was performed in 
Boston and other cities. Here, too, it 
made a tremendous sensation. 

Yet, the chances ar~ that this spec
tacular presentation might have slipped 
long ago from people's memories had it 
not been for something that happened 
in the early stages of the pageant's 
preparation. Hamish MacCunn, the 
gifted young composer who provided 
the music, found he needed some verses 
to fill in a brief interlude. 

Turning. to John Oxenham, the poet 
who had the job of \vriting the words for 
the festival, he made known what he 
needed. Mr. Oxenham immediately went 
to work, and in a very short time he had 
four short simple stanzas ready. 

The author could hardly have guessed 
the importance of these verses that were 
inspired on the spur of the moment. 
He had written one of the greatest mis
sionary hymns for modern times! No 
poem of our day has so completely ex
pressed the universal appeal of Christ to 
the world, removing all barriers of race 
and color and eve1ything that sets men 
apart from one another. 

I 11 Christ there is no East or West, 
In Him no South or North; 

But one great fellowship of love 
Tl1rougl10ut the whole wide earth. 

In Him slmll true l1earts everywhere 
Their high communion find; 

His service is the golden cord 
Close binding all mankind. 

Join hands, then, brothers of the faith, 
Whate'cr your race n1ay be; 

Who serves my Father as a son 
Is surely kin to me. 

In Christ now meet both East anrl West, 
In Him meet South and North: 

All Christly souls arc one in Him 
Throughout the whole wide earth. 1 

1 Quoted by permission of the American 
Tract Society, Oradell, N. J., owners of the 
copyright. 
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By VINCENT EDWARDS 

No EAST 
Or VVEST 

A "A1 issionary H y11in With a "A1 odern Message 

As the months passed, the big pageant 
began to be forgotten, but not John 
Oxenham's verses. They were picked up 
again and again and reprinted for many 
Sunday school festivals . Because those 
stanzas invoked the spirit of world 
brotherhood, they caught fire wherever 
they were sung. The message was so di
rect, so crystal-clear it tied in with the 
wider spirit of global fellowship and 
understanding. 

It was not long before "In Christ there 
is no East or '\lest" began to be included 
in most hymnals. The lines are usually 
joined to the tune "St. Peter"-a com
position of Alexander R. Reinagle, or
ganist of St. Peter's Anglican Church at 
Oxford in the early 1800's. 

There is no escaping the challenge of 
this hynin. Somebody pointed out: 

"Science has made the world a neighbor
hood; it remains for the Church of 
Christ to make it a brotherhood." Today 
most Christians are aware that if inter
national tensions are to be eased, it will 
be because the spirit of Jesus has entered 
into the hearts of men everywhere. 

If J olm Oxenham had written no other 
lines than these, his place as a twentieth
century hymn writer would be secure. 
But he did other important writing be
fore his death in 1941. After getting his 
education at Victoria University, Man
chester, he went into business, traveling 
to many countries. At one time or an
other he lived in France and Canada 
and the United States. But as he found 
literature much more to his liking than 
his struggles with ledgers and brief
cases, he finally settled down to devote 
all his energies to his pen. 

His poehy brought him a popular 
following. He seemed to have the art of 
expressing simple truths with sympathet
ic feeling. Here is a sample: 

"Art thou loncly, 0 my brother? 
Share thy little with another: 
Stretch a hand to one unfriended, 
And thy loneliness is ended." 

'\llrnn he wrote a hymn, he had a 
gift for the most humble self-commu
nion. In 1917, when England was torn 
with all the commotion and disquiet of 
World War I, John Oxenham was in
spired to write a tranquil hymn, which 
begins with these moving lines: 

" 'Mid all the traffic of the ways
Tnrmoils without, within-

Mnkc in my heart a quiet place, 
And come nnd clwcll therein:"• 

•This hymn is No. 341 in The i\/etl1odist 
Hymnal. 



Methodist Prints by Louis Dennis 

Bible study has many fascinating facets. Here two students at Telok Anson Methodist 
School, Malaya, look over an art poster. The title reads: When Jesus Was a Little Boy. 

Eastern Puhlfshers' Service: Mike ,Elkins 
A church school teacher al St. Mark's Methodist Church, New York City, with his Sun
day morning class of youthful Bible renders. 
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THE MODERN 

Universal Bible Sunday 

U
NIVEHSAL BrnLE SUNDAY comes 

this year on December 8th. 
That day climaxes a universal 

Bible Week. 
From Thanksgiving to Christmas the 

American Dible Society encourages a 
World-wide Bible Reading, as it has 
done for the past twenty years. 

In the pages of history there are dark 
spots when the mere reading of the 
Bible-or even the possession of a Bible 
-was forbidden by those in authority. 
Freedom to read whatever we wish is 
one of the blessings which Americans are 
perhaps inclined to overlook. 

The American Bible Society " has ex
cellent brochures on the scope, and the 
"romance" of Bible distribution around 
the world. 

From some of its recent literature we 
note here a few quotable quotes . . 

"The un£nished task of the Church is 
to enable all men everywhere to hear 
and read the redemptive words of God 
in their own tongues . . . 

"The Bible begins by asking: "What is 
man? And it explores human nature with 
greater depth and breadth than the 
modern psychologists with all their 
jargon and machinery ... 

"The Bible is the book with the right 
questions ... 

"The great question in the Old Testa
ment is : 'What does God demand? Micah 
summed up the answer in a few words: 

Whnt docs the Lorri require of you but 
to do justice, and lo lo,•e kindness, nncl le 

wnlk humbly with your God? 

"The Bible is the most practical of 
books . .. . Let it be said reverentlv that 
the Bible more resembles a circu~ than 
it does some prayer meetings. For it is 
full of life and it gives hope of our dull
ness. Its very practicality lifts life to a 
new level of confidence and joy. It shines 
in its own light ... " 

The American Bible Society in 1962 
circulated 31,509,821 copies of the Scrip
tures in more than 100 countries-the 
largest annual circulation in its 147-year 
historv. 
Th~ Book of Books has now been pub

lished in whole or in part in 1,202 Ian-

0 450 Park Ave., New York City 22. 
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"Just as atomic energy will presently 
change the material world, so the Bible 
circulation among mankind in ever
mounting numbers will change their 
spiritual life ; .. 

"By 1966-the one hundred and fiftieth 
anniversary of the American Bible So
ciety-the goal is for the distribution of 
150,000,000 copies of the Scriptures. 

"The V\lord of Truth knows no na
tional boundaries or racial barriers . . . 

"Former President Eisenhower wrote 
to the American Bible Society: 

"You have p11t the 'Vord of God at the 
doorposts of the world."' 

NEW LANDS FOR BIBLE 
TRANSLATIONS 

The American Bible Society is 
undertaking Bible translation, publica
tion, and distribution in 40 additional 
countries this year, 1963. 

This brings to 104 the number of 
countries in which the Bible Society 
provides regular, annual support of 
Bible work. 

To include this new work the Bible 
Society's Advisory Council approved 
a budget of $5,382,000 for 1963-the 
highest budget ever adopted in the 
Society's history. The amount to be 
raised from the churches is $1,200,000. 

In some of the added countries the 
American Bible Society is joining 
other national Bible societies. 

The African countries in the 1963 
list are: Algeria, Morocco, Libya, 
Tunisia, Central Africa Republic, 
Chad, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Upper 
Volta, Niger, Kenya, Uganda, Tangan
yika, Zanzibar, Nigeria, Dahomey, 
Togoland, Sierra Leone, Republic of 
Guinea, Portuguese Guinea, Gambia, 
Senegal, Mnuritania, :tvlali, nnd Span
ish West Africa. 

Added countries in Asia are Burma, 
Iran, Pakistan, Vietnam, Cambodia, 
and Laos. 

The Latin American countries nre: 
Guadeloupe, l\fartinique, Jamaica, Ba
hamas, Bermuda, British Honduras, 
British Guiana, Trinidad, and Barba
dos. 

(From: S. C. Methodist ,Advocate, Aug. 15, l!JG3) 
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Three Lions. Inc., NYC 

King Henry VIII of England was the monarch who granted a warrant allowing all bis 
subjects to rend the Holy Book-a great innovation. 

Methodist Prints 

One of the best ways of learning Bible stories is to listen to n good slorytcllcr. Herc n 
boy in the remedial class nt Methodist Social Ccntc1·, Mnniln, Philip11incs, pays the 
Bible tcnchcr the compliment of cnth1·nllcd nttcntion. 
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THE ANDEAN PROGRAM: 
Integration in Latin America 

By OUR ROVING REPORTER 

T
HE CHRISTMAS SEASON inspires 
benevolence. It prompts many 
to heed the message of "on earth 

peace, good will toward men," and to 
look for ways to make it practical. 

It is a time to "think on the things 
of others"-others not yet enjoying the 
full measure of civilization's bounty. 
Among these are the Indian peoples of 
Latin America. 

One of the most encouraging aid proj
ects to come to our attention is the 
Andean Program launched ten years ago 
by the International Labor Organization 
( ILO) to improve the lot of the Indian 
peoples of Bolivia, Peru, and Ecuador, 
extended now to those of Colombia, 
Chile, and Argentina. 

Vlorking in this program with the ILO 
under the United Nations Expanded Pro
gram of Technical Assistance are these 
other Specialized Agencies of the United 
Nations-the Food and Agriculture Or
ganization (FAO), ·world Health Or
ganization (WHO), United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or
ganization (UNESCO), and the United 
Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF). 

A report of the Andean Program by 
Jef Rens, deputy director-general of the 
International Labor Office, was pub
lished originally in the Intemafional 
Labor Review of December 1961, and is 
now reprinted in booklet form. 

From ;..fr. Rens' moving account we 
present these highlights: 

"It is now 40 years since the Interna
tional Labor Organization first began to 
concern itself with aboriginal peoples. 
... But dming the last 25 years the inter
est of the ILO in the living conditions of 
indigenous peoples has hecn focused 
mainly on Latin America .... The atten
tion of the ILO has been directed par
ticularly towards the Indian peoples liv
ing on the high plateaus and in the 
\'alleys of the Andes. In these regions live 
the Andean Indians, of whom there arc 
lwlievccl to he about seven million. In 
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For Indians of Bolivia's nlti[llallo and olhcr Latin American countries: integration inlo to
day's world through ILO's Andean Program. 

each of the counb·ies where they are 
found, the economic, social and cultural 
differences between their conditions of 
living and those of the other population 
groups arc such as to debar them from 
taking a normal part in the life of the 
national community .... 

"Almost everywhere in the world the 
aboriginal peoples have, in varying de
grees, been shut out of the national life 
of their countries, although they :ire 
often not only citizens, but also the dim(!t 
descendants of the original inhabitants. 
Shunned in their own countries, treated 
for centuries as pariahs, and forced to 
live as if in ghettos, they form a strange 
social phenomenon. It is only since the 
idea of social justice has gained ground 
sufficiently throughout the world to reach 
the remoter parts of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America, that the position of the 

aboriginal peoples of these continents 
has begun to show some slight improve
ment. ... 

"The idea of integration, which is the 
mainspring of the Andean program, is 
not simply designed to help Indians to 
free themselves by their exertions and 
labor from exploitation and servitude; 
it also appeals to the governing classes 
and everv other section of the comnmnitv 
in the A1~dean countries to open the gat.;s 
of the nation to their disinherited fellow 
citizens, to provide facilities for general 
education and vocational training and to 
make it possible for them to enter any 
trade or occupation without restriction 
and with merit as the only yardstick. ... 

"The first action base [in the Andean 
Program]-at Pillapi, near La Paz-was 
opened at the beginning of 19.54. Some 
months later, in October. two other bases 
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were established in Bolivia at Playa 
Verde and Otavi. These were followed 
by the settlement centers at Cotoca (also 
in Bolivia) and Puno in Peru, together 
with the handicraft workshop at Quito 
(Ecuador). . . . Subsequently a whole 
series of new action bases were estab
lished in Ecuador, where the Andean 
Program now covers the whole of the 

Eastern Publishers Service, NYC 
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the Indians are mistrustful individuals 
who always seem to be on their guard. 
Before tlrn Indians can be helped, this 
mistrust must be overcome and they 
must be convinced that there are 
strangers who do not come to enslave or 
e;\,1)loit them but rather to help them im
prove their conditions and earnings .... 

"For many Indians the program means 

"Of all their needs, education is the one to which the Indians give the highest priority." 
Indian children arc taught rending and writing at 'Andean Program bases. 

Sierra ..... 
"Each action base is staffed by a team 

of local and international experts consist
ing of a leader, an agronomist, a doctor, 
an educational e}..1)ert, a veterinarian, a 
woman social worker, a nurse, a midwife, 
a few vocational training and handicraft 
instructors .... 

"All the bases are designed as demon
stration and apprenticeship centers 
where children can be given a primary 
education, adults can learn to read and 
write, young people can begin to acquire . 
a trade and girls can take courses in 
dressmaking, nursing or midwifery; 
demonstrations and practical courses are 
constantly being held to show farmers 
how to improve their crops and livestock. 

"The going has not always been easy 
for the Andean Program experts. After 
centuries of exploitation and oppression 
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£rst and foremost the building of schools 
and training workshops where their chil
dren can be educated and taught a trade. 
Of all their needs, education is the one 
to which the Indians give tl1e highest 
priority .... In their eyes an educated 
Indian is 110 longer an Indian-he has 
become a man [italics ours]. We have 
had many moving confirmations of this 
which account for tl1e Indians' willing
ness to help in building schools, for 
which the Andean Program supplies tlrn 
plans and sometimes various materials 
which are not available on the High 
Plateau. In this way 150 schools have been 
or are being built on land given either 
by the Indian villages or by individual 
Indians, and by labor which apart from 
a few exceptions, is always supplied free 
of charge .... 

"There are few things more touching 
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than to visit the adult classes where In
dians-both men and women-come in 
the evening, often walking long distances 
after a hard day's work, to learn to read 
and write .... 

"Indian communities, like all human 
groups, have their own natural leaders. 
The experts have made a point of picking 
them out and ananging special courses 
for them to give them an idea of the 
elementa1y principles of organization 
and administration as applied to their 
own communities. These courses for In
dian leaders ... include lessons in vege
table growing, the building of wells and 
lah·ines and the improvement of houses 
and crops. . . . Lastly, they are taught 
something about tl1eir own country, of 
which they know nothing outside their 
own districts .... 

"The reafforestation of the High 
Plateau in Bolivia and of the Sierra in 
Ecuador and Peru is another aspect of 
the Andean Program worth mentioning. 
As elsewhere in Latin America tl1e moun
tainous areas of these three countries are 
insufficiently forested and as a conse
quence suffer from soil erosion. The lack 
of timber also largely accounts for the de
plorable housing conditions, since the 
Indians cannot afford beams, doors, win
dows and furniture .... 

"The revival of tl1ese Indian peoples 
. . . has caught the public imagina
tion .... 

"One of the program's main achieve
ments is to have stirred public opinion as 
deeply as it has, made it aware of the 
seriousness of the problem by revealing 
the degrading conditions in which the 
Indian masses live in all these counh·ies, 
and thrown light on the needs and aspi
rations of the Indians tl1emselves. An
other merit is tlrnt it has worked out an 
approach which benefits everybody and 
can take place in an orderly way, with
out coercion, by appealing to tl1e com
munity spirit of all citizens, irrespective 
of their origin. . . . 

"~Thereas, elsewhere in tl1e world, 
emancipation movements are often ac
companied by disorder and violence, the 
Andean Indian peoples are evolving 
peacefully towards equal rights with 
other sections of the community. The 
way in whicl1 tl1is integration is taking 
place-an integration which they them
selves desire and which is accepted as 
just and necessary by the governing 
classes of their counh·ies-can serve as an 
example to a world tormented by divi
sions and conflicts." 
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H
ow EASY the black earth turned 

over now under the new steel 
plow! How good it felt to follow 

the oxen and step in the rows of soft dirt 
with his bare feet. John remembered last 
year's plowing-the heavy wooden plow 
carved by his grandfather, one like his 
ancestors had used for many, many years. 
That crude plow had only scratched the 
surface of the rocky topsoil of the Alti
plano. As planting time followed the 
plowing, and the seeds began to show 
signs of life, John and his father had 
seen the struggle the tiny roots had to 
make their way down into the life-giving 
earth. Far too many had given up the 
struggle and lay brown and lifeless
and harvest time had been a sad time 
because the family knew there would 
again be not enough to eat that year. 

As he plowed, John remembered, too, 
the day he had walked out of his class 
at the Mission School and saw a group 
of people around a tall man who was 
showing them a new plow. It was made 
just like the wooden plow of his an
cestors. But he could see that the sharp 
steel point could cut the earth much 
deeper and with much greater ease than 
his old wooden plow. Right then he had 
wanted one. He listened more closely as 
the man explained what the plow cost 
and how, since they could have so much 
greater harvest, they could afford the 
cost of the plow. 

The idea had excited John, but his 
heart was heavy as he waiked home for 
he knew how hard it was to teach his 
father new ways of doing things. His 
people-the Aymara Indians-wanted to 
continue everything just as their an
cestors had for manv vears. And besides, 
what if they tried s~1~ething new and it 
didn't work? The small plots of land
clivided over and over to give each per
son in the family a share through genera
tions-yielded just enough food to keep 
them alive. 

John turned the new plow around to 
start another row and smiled again. Now 
he was remembering what had happened 
when he reached home that day he first 
saw the plow. There, leaning up against 
the side of the adobe dwelling, was a 
shiny steel plow-point just like the one 
he had just seen that day at school! 

He had found his father, his uncles 
and many men of the community seated 
on the floor inside the hut, talking ex
citedly about what had happened that 
clay. About the tall man who had visited 
the community. The man was the agri
culturist from the mission. He had come 
to help them have better crops and ani
mals. That very day he had plowed a 
field using their team of oxen, but with 
the new steel plow instead of the old 
one. His helper had explained everything 
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to them in their own Aymara language, 
and seeing with their own eyes what 
the plow could do, they had believed 
what he said and bought one. It had cost 
only 40,000 Bolivianos-the same as two 
trips to La Paz and back. John had to 
remain silent when he heard these things, 
but he had been nearly bursting with 
excitement, and now, at last, he was 
plowing with the new plow and remem
bering all, but dreaming, too, of the 
mounds of potatoes, ocas, and habas that 
this now soft soil would produce at har
vest time. 

John's family, like some forty other 
Aymara Indian families of the Altiplano, 
who broke the ties of superstition and 
tradition to invest in a steel plow to re
place the wooden ones used for cen
turies, will eat better and perhaps realize 
a profit this year because The :rvlethodist 
Church is interested in eve1y phase of 
their lives. Expression of that interest has 
been felt for over 25 vears on the Alti
plano through the :tvlis~ion 's medical, ed-

ucational and evangelistic workers. Now, 
added to the "team" is a trained agri
culturist whose job it is to help the 
Indians realize better crops and develop 
better animals. In a land where starva
tion is a matter of course, the lives of the 
people are almost completely centered 
around agriculture. 

The Aymara Indians of the Altiplano 
live in windowless mud huts. Their burro 
and cow are staked out in front of the 
house and the fifteen or twenty sheep 
they own are in a rock-walled corral 
nearby. To one side may be a pile of 
barley straw for the animals. Earlier the 
grain was threshed with sticks and the 
grain separated from the chaff by throw
ing it up into the air. The grain is used 
by the family or traded in the market. 
There are usually a few chickens in the 
yard, but the few eggs that are laid are 
always sent to the market, never eaten 
by the family. 

The women and small children are in 
charge of the animals. They are also re
sponsible for breaking up the clods of 
dirt and planting seeds after the plowing 
is done. The Aymara owns very little 
land and many times what he owns is 
divided into small plots scattered in 
several different communities. Land is 
very clear to these people and they would 
never dream of selling or h·acling their 
plots in order to have all their land in 
one piece close to home. They would 
rather keep it although it means walking 
many miles to take care of it. Because 
the Aymara has held so rigidly to the 
customs of his forefathers, he knows very 
little about improved methods of farm
ing. He thinks it is natural to have worms 
in his potatoes and he doesn't expect 
them to grow any larger than a lemon. 
But every once in a while when he hears 
that potatoes grow larger in other places 
and the plants have no worms, he can't 
help being curious. 

The mission agriculturist has an open 
door into the lives of the people because 
of the intense interest they have in the 
land-and because of the many problems 
they meet. The people may not at first 
tiy the improved methods he suggests, 
but they listen with interest and later 
ask questions . Still later, they might buy 
a pound of chemical fertilizer, or a very 
small amount of insecticide, or a packet 
of improved seed-just to try them out. 

This "door" that is opened to the agri
culturist so that new seeds, new methods, 
etc., are introduced, also makes it possi
ble for Christ and his Way of life to be 
made known to the people. So the agri
culturist through his contact with the 
people expresses the fullness of the love 
of Christ and helps to draw the Aymara 
Indians into the fellowship of the Chris
tian Church. 
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C HRISThfAS is always a time when 
our thoughts tum to children. 

That is one of the reasons why 
WoRLD Oun.ooK has given over its pic
ture section to portraying children. The 
Methodist Board of Missions has long 
given the care of children a priority in 
its hospitals, in its schools, and in its 
community centers. 

Today, the churches and all non-gov
ernmental agencies are being asked to 
take a major share of caring for children, 
since the United Nations agencies such 
as UNICEF, UNESCO, and the World 
Health Organization cannot do it all. 

Today, in almost every part of the 
world, including the United States, chil
dren are facing perils they have never 
before faced. War has uprooted their 
parents' ways of life. There are some 
children who do not know who their 
parents are. There are many children 
who do not get schooling, or a chance for 
good health, or good J;10using. Privacy 
for children's day dreams is not to be 
thought of. In the face of all this we 
ask our readers to use the pictures we 
have brought in this issue in church pro
grams for children, or in discussions 
where children come into the mission of 
the church. 

As a natural transference we call to 
your attention the United Nations article 
on "The Andean Program," with the 
human interest story following on its 
heels, "The Steel Plow." Both deal with 
the Aymara Indians. 

For years the Labor organizations did 
not pay much attention to rural workers 
in lands that were not industrialized. To
day, Labor-with a capital L-realizes 
that its achievements must be the 
achievements of the country worker as 
well as of the city worker if any are to 
have prosperity. 

The church agricultural story is a 
story of a program that recognizes this 
same idea but goes even farther in its 
application. 

These articles should be shown to your 
members who doubt the good that is 
done by the United Nations or the 
agricultural mission program of the 
church. You will know such persons in 
your local church. 

Each year we ask Miss Florence 
Hooper to write our Christmas medita
tion. These meditations must be appreci
ated by our readers because the letters 
that come to the office tell us so. We 
ask each year how Woru.n Oun.ooK sub
scribers use the meditation, and although 
we have many letters telling how much 
the meditation is appreciated few tell us 
if it has been used in the church. 

This year Miss Hooper's meditation is 
adapted unusually well for use in ecu
menical discussions. The ideas coming 

DECEMBER 1963 

from Genesis and John's gospel should 
be marked, also, for use in spiritual life 
studies that will be used soon in the 
church. We particularly liked the au
thor's praise of the opening chapters of 
the Book of Genesis. It is seldom that 
one hears Genesis quoted today from a 
pulpit. But scholars engaged in ecu
menical research are turning more and 
more to Genesis. We predict that it will 
soon begin to be used for te}..1:S of ser
mons. 

Do let us know how you are using this 
Christmas meditation. 

Our readers seem always to be inter
ested to read about the ways in which 
Christmas is celebrated. "Christmas By 
the Bering Sea" meets that interest. It 
has been a long time since we have had 
an article about Lavinia Wallace Young 
Community Center on the Bering Sea. 
There was a period, when our church 
was smaller, when every center sup
ported by the Board of Missions was 
pretty well known. It is our hope that 
these centers will come back into our 
thinking-where they are, what they are, 
what they do. The Bering Sea article 
helps. 

Do not miss the "box" in the article 
which clears up some misconceptions 
about Eskimos. Here in this office we 
felt a slight disappointment on learning 
that Eskimos do not live the year around 
in igloos. No doubt houses are better, 
but there is something about an igloo! 

The letter pages have many letters 
about Christmas in other lands. We can 
think of a very good Christmas geogra
phy lesson where letters could be read 
from this December issue for different 
spots on the map. 

At the Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches in New Delhi, the Interna
tional Missionary Council was done 
away with (maybe translated) and the 
new Commission on World Missions and 
Evangelism came in its place. This 
month that body will meet in Mexico 
City and will lay the course-ecumeni
cally-in the world mission of the church 
for the next seven years. The two-page 
article on "Meeting in Mexico" gives a 
preview of that meeting. We are hoping 
that we will have a WORLD Oun.ooK 
correspondent to give a firsthand report 
of this historic discussion. It may seem 
remote to you, but it may affect your 
whole concept of missions in the future. 

One of the subjects that such a meet
ing will consider undoubtedly is the 
growth of independent and united 
churches around the world. It is suita
able in an issue which recognizes the 
Mexico meeting that we should run J. 

Harry Haines's article on "An Inde
pendent Church in Tahiti." Mr. Haines is 
one of our best reporters (he is a mis
sionary) of the Asian and South Asian 
world. We are always pleased when he 
writes for us. Read this story of one of 
the newest Christian churches today. 

We hope that our readers will ob
serve Universal Bible Sunday ( Decem
ber 8) in some special way, at church 
or at home. Note in this issue how we 
are interpreting "The Modern World 
and the Book of Books." We suggest that 
this article might form a good basis for 
a program for young people-perhaps 
in the form of a quiz. How many per
sons could name, right off, King Henry 
the VIII as the liberal monarch who 
granted Englishmen the inestimable 
privilege of reading the Bible? 

Be sure to preserve your copy of the 
December WoRLD OUTLOOK cover for 
coming programs on Latin America. 
The color picture of the Peruvian 
mother and babe \vill fit well into what
ever Christmas program or bulletin
board display your church is having. 
And this picture is "a natural" as an il
lustration for the story on The Andean 
Program in. this issue. 

The story of the writing of the hymn, 
"In Christ there is no East or West," is 
timely for the Christmas season and for 
the times. 

The state of Hawaii is booming, and 
church life is no exception. As might be 
expected, this brings problems. Some of 
Hawaii's problems are like those of other 
states (too many people moving too 
often) but -some are unique (the num
ber of people from non-Christian back
grounds). Mr. Youngblood, in "The 
Task of Christian Education in Hawaii" 
shows how these problems affect Chris
tian education and, in fact, run through 
all of church life. 

Next month we will be bringing you 
articles dealing with the three subjects 
which we feel have changed the task of 
missions most during the past year. The 
first is the new importance the United 
Nations is assuming in the church since 
the completion of the Church Center for 
the United Nations. The second is the 
racial question which has been with us in 
a new, acute form during the past months. 
The third is the continuing phenomenon 
of the renewal of the Roman Catholic 
Church and what it is already meaning 
to Protestant Christians. 

These issues set a pattern for the year 
ahead. Be sure that you and other sub
scribers in your church have your sub
scriptions up to date. 

We wish you a good Christmas season. 
We have been enriched by your support 
during the past year. We look forward to 
your participation in the year ahead. 
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FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD hv 
Alcxnndcr Schmcmnnn. New Y ~rk, 
I963: Nntionnl Student Cln·istinn Feder
ation; 86 pngcs, Sl.4.S pnpcr. 

One of the results of the present ecumeni
cal climate is that the major study book of 
the coming National Student Christian Fed
eration Quadrennial Conference is written 
by a brilliant theologian of the Russian 
Orthodox communion, Alexander Schme
mann. Readers coming from the Western 
Protestant tradition will enter a new world 
of Christian thought and life, as they 
follow the author's complete understanding 
of the sacramental life within the frame
work of the Orthodox Liturgy. Father 
Schmemann emphasizes joy as it is found 
in the sacramental life of the Church. 

One of the times when he best speaks to 
the title, "For the Life of the World," is in 
his presentation of the Church as "a lei
tourgia, a ministry, a calling to act in this 
world after the fashion of Christ, to bear 
testimony to Him and His Kingdom." His 
interpretations of the action of the Liturgy 
are very informative and he relates them 
creatively to less understood doctiines such 
as the place of the Ascension. 

An existential note is developed in his 
discussion of time and the Church's mission 
within the context of the Christian vear. 
Some will be surprised to find exorcis~ re
lated to Christian Baptism. His understand
ing of the. theme, content, and object of 
Hol~ Matnmony as love rather than family 
furmshes a needed corrective to our senti
mentalized Protestant view. The author's 
?iscussion of the meaning of the priesthood 
is very clear, but it could have been further 
developed. 

Anyone who has read Jessica Mitford's 
"1:he American ~ay of Death" will agree 
with Schmemann s analysis of treatment of 
death as he presents the classical Christian 
view which does not explain death away 
but sees it as an enemy to be destroyed. 

In his last chapter the author discusses 
cursorily our failure in mission and the false 
choice that we have seen between "religion" 
and "secularism." Although we are grateful 
to Father Schmemann for his lucid and 
theologically exciting discussion of the Sac
ramental lif~ in the first six chapters, we 

. are left feelmg that the few hints that he 
gave on mission in the last chapter should 
have been expanded to comprise the second 
half of a book bearing the title "For the 
Life of the World." 

William B. Gould 

THE YOUNG MR. WESLEY, by V. H. 
H. Green. New York, I96I: St. Martin's 
Press, 342 pages, $8.00. 

Dr. Green is fellow and senior Tutor of 
Lincoln College, Oxford. He writes from a 
wide. experience. of the university's history 
and 1s able to give a number of details of 
Wesley's e~rly relation to Lincoln College. 

The vexmg and continuing question of 
Wesley's exact conversion experience is dis
cussed in terms of his need for psychological 
assurance. Dr. Green shows how this need 
first appeared and was fostered in his early 
family life at Epworth. . 
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There is little new information about the 
'Vesley family or theology in this volume 
but Green's careful scholarship and litera~ 
style make this study a welcome addition to 
existing studies on Wesley. 

W.B.G. 

LUTHER, by John Osborne. New 
York, 1963; New American Library; 125 
pages, a Signet paperback, 50 cents. 

LUTHER'S WORKS, Volume 48 (Let
ters D, edited by Gottfried G. Krodc]. 
Philadelphia, 1963: Fortress Press; 426 
pages, 86.00. 

These two books arrive together at an op
portune moment. The new play by John 
Osborne has been successfully transplanted 
to Broadway after a London run and is 
continuing to provoke controversy. The ap
pearance of another volume in the proposed 
fifty-six volume set of Luther's works offer 
a useful occasion to compare the original 
Martin Luther with Mr. Osborne's contem
porary recreation. 

It should be stated that it would be a 
mistake to expect too strict an overlapping. 
Mr. Osborne is interested in Luther as a 
rebel and as an existentialist hero more than 
he is in Luther for himself. The author has 
also leaned heavily on Freudian interpreta
tion to explain the great reformer, so much 
so that the play will surely offend the 
squeamish with its constant references to 
Luther's bowels. Finally, the ending sug
gests that Luther has become unsure of his 
beliefs to the point of agnosticism. 

This is, then, not a conventionally Protes
tant or even Christian approach to Luther. 
But it is a fascinating use of a historical figure 
to illuminate many of the conflicts and 
problems of our own time. It would be hard 
for anyone to see or read this play and not 
have some reaction. Think of the play as an 
essa~ about Luther rather than a biography 
and it should prove stimulating. 

To turn to the real Martin Luther, Con
cordia Publishing House and Fortress Press 
are to be commended for their ambitious 
plan to produce the most complete edition 
of Luther's writings in English. This is the 
twenty-third volume to appear (the volumes 
are n.ot being published in sequence). It . 
contams 119 letters written between 1507 
and 1522, covering the most famous events 
of his career. The entire set is naturally 
chiefly designed for scholars and libraries 
but individual volumes such as this one and 
the sermons are of great interest to anyone 
with only a slight knowledge of Luther. 

The current strong interest in Christian 
unity should send contemporary Christians 
back to Martin Luther, not for his polemics 
(enjoyable though they may be) but for a 
deeper look at the causes of the Reforma
tion. 

BOOKS RECEIVED 

DARWIN AND THE MODERN 
WORLD VIEW, by John C. Greene, New 
York, 1963; New American Library of 

W 01·ld Literature, Inc.; 126 pages, 
paper, 60¢. 

Paperback edition of a study of Catholic, 
Protestant, and secular thought on Darwin
ism showing how conflict between science 
and the Bible has been reduced in this 
century. 

PSYCHOANALYSIS AND PERSON
ALITY, by Joseph Nuttin. New York· 
1963: New American Library of Worlcl 
Literature, Inc.; 322 pages, paper, 75¢. 

Paperback edition of an attempt to inte
grate psychology and religion by a Euro
pean Catholic priest-psychologist. Translated 
by George Lamb. 

TELL l\1E ABOUT PAKISTAN, edited 
by l\frs. J. R. Lockman. The l\fethodist 
Church in Pakistan; 48 pages, paper. 

An extremely interesting illustrated book
let about everyday life and customs in West 
~akistan. Compiled by a small group of mis
s10nary women to inform American women. 

WHAT'S SPECIAL ABOUT JESUS? · 
by Robert McLaren, New York I963: 
Association Press; I26 pages, pap~r, 50¢. 

Directed at young people, this book works 
at answering some of their common and dif
ficult questions about Jesus. By a former 
campus pastor. 

WHY BELIEVE IN GOD? by Peter A. 
Bertocci. New York, 1963: Association 
Press; I26 pages, paper, 50¢. 

Discussion of the nature of belief by well
known Boston University professor of phi
losophy. For teenagers and young adults. 

THE TENTMAKERS, by Roy L. Smith. 
New York, Nashville, 1963: Abingdon 
Press; II2 pages, paper, SI. 

Fictional narrative based on an important 
period in the Bible, told around the couple 
Aquila and Priscilla and their meeting with 
the Apostle · Paul. 

SONS OF THE PROPHETS, edited by 
Hugh T. Kerr. Princeton, N. J., I963: 
Princeton University Press; 227 pages, 
cloth, $5. 

An interesting collection of biographical 
es~ays on people significant in the history of 
Princeton Theological Seminary prepared 
for that school's sesquicentennial anniver
sary. Of interest in the history of the Ameri
can church. 

DAILY PRAYER AND PRAISE, com
piled by George Appleton. New York, 
I963: Association Press; paper, SI 
(World Christian Books, No. 4I). 

A book of morning and evening prayers 
for a month. 

CHRYSOSTOM AND ms l\'IESSAGE 
selected and translated by Stephen Neill'. 
New Yoi:k, I963: Association Press; 80 
pages, paper, $1 (World Christian 
Books, No. 44). 

Translation in modern English of letters 
and sermons by a great preacher of the 
fourth century. 
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MEET TO DISCUSS 
STRATEGY IN ASIA 

A conference which could detem1ine the 
strategy of The .Methodist Church in Asia 
for the next several years was held Novem
ber 22-December 3 at F01t Dickson, Ma
laya. The meeting, which is officially called 
the !vfethodist Asia Consultation, will bring 
together 100 church leaders from 1'1eth
odist and Methodist-related churches in 
fourteen Asian counb'ies. In addition, repre
sentatives will attend from the United 
States, Britain, Africa and Latin America. 

The purpose of the Asia Consultation is 
to discuss the life and mission of the church, 
to consider obstacles in the life of the 
church which weaken its witness and to 
chait directions in which the church should 
move. The Consultation is in the pattern of 
previous consultations on Methodist work 
in Africa ( 1961) and Latin America 
( 1962), at which plans were made for the 
future witness of Methodism in those areas. 
The Asia Consultation will be the largest of 
the three both in terms of the number of 
countries involved and in the size of Meth
odist membership represented. 

The countries involved in the Asia Con
sultation are Pakistan, India Nepal Burma 
Malaysia (including Mal~ya, Si~gapore: 
and Sarawak), Indonesia (Sumatra), the 
Philippines, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Okinawa, 
Japan and Korea. The total Methodist mem
bership (foll and preparat01y) in the coun
tries is 993,000. All three types of overseas 
churches to which American Methodism 
is related will be represented, those be
ing autonomous Methodist churches (Ko
rea), united churches (Japan, Nepal and 
Okinawa) and annual conferences directly 
affiliated with the General Conference (all 
other countries). 

The principal Methodist leaders from 
each country will attend, including ten 
bishops, along with representatives of the 
Methodist Board of Missions in the U.S. 
and selected Methodist churchmen from 
Britain, Africa and Latin America. 

The theme of the Asia Consultation will be 
"God Calls Us to Repentance and Renew
al," and the principal overall topics to be 
considered will be: 1. The repentant and 
renewed church. 2. The mission of the 
repentant and renewed church. 3. The re
newed church looks beyond itself. The con
ference will spend much time in the study 
of the Biblical concept of the mission of 
the church, in making a careful self-exam
ination of The Methodist Church in Asia 
and in setting fo1th plans for new f01ms 
of service and witness. 

The delegates will discuss several prac
tical areas of the church's mission and 
work, including: 1. Institutions and the mis
sion of the church. 2. The laity and the 
mission of the church. 3. The minister and 
the mission of the church. 4. The mission
ary and the mission of the church. 5. The 
use of money in the church. 6. Organiza
tional questions in the mission. 
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RNS Photo 

Dr. Helen Kim, president emeritus of Ewha Woman's Univers ity, Seoul, Korea, is shown 
as she received the.1963 Upper Room citation from J. l\1anning Potts, editor of the daily 
devotional guide. Dr. Kim is the second woman and the first person outside North America 
to receive the citation, given annually fo1· cl istinguishecl contributions to world CIU'istian 
fellowship. 

One of the principal issues to be dis
cussed will be the relationships of Method
ist churches to other churches and to the 
ecumenical movement. There is the ques
tion of relationships between churches af
filiated with American Methodism and those 
related to British Methodism in areas where 
such churches exist side-by-side, as in 
Burma and Hong Kong. The involvement of 
Methodism with the East Asia Christian 
Conference will be thoroughly considered, 
as will the question of church union. 

Another key issue will be the organiza
tional structure of Methodism in Asia, with 
particular reference to its relationship to 
the church in America. The delegates will 

discuss the relative values for the Christian 
mission of the autonomous Methodist 
church, the united church and the annual 
conference directly related to the General 
Conference. Whether there will be any 
recommendations as to the direction in 
which Asian Methodism should move in its 
organizational f01m will depend upon the 
outcome of the discussion. 

Board of Missions representatives who 
will attend the Asia Consultation from the 
U.S. are: Bishop Richard C. Raines, Indi
anapolis, Ind., president of the Board; Mrs. 
J. Fount Tillman, Lewisburg, Tenn., presi
dent of the \Voman's Division of Christian 
Service; Mrs. \V. H. McCallum, Chicago, 
Ill., vice-president of the Woman's Division 
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CHOOSE MEANINGFUL BOOKS 
For your Christmas giving 

Christmas' many moods and its rich meaning have been 
superbly captured in these heart-warming Cokesbury 
Christmas selections. 

This colorful array of inexpensive gift books are avail
able for immediate shipment to meet your last minute 
shopping needs. A lovely book is a thoughtful way to 
say Merry Christmas to those special people you know. 
The joys of Christmas are captured for the entire year 
in a book-a lasting remembrance of the warmth of the 
Christmas season. 

Order now! Cokesbury books are mailed postage free 
to you or to anyone you specify. 
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A FLOWER FOR MY MOTHER, by Clementine Paddle
ford. The author relates many incidents from her 
childhood evoking her mother's unshakeable faith 
and determinism in the face of doubt and despair. 
These episodes reflect with love and warmth the 
shaping force of a mother in a wonderful American 
childhood. (CO) .. postpaid, $1.00 

THE INNKEEPER OF BETHLEHEM, by Gordon Powell; 
illustrated by Charles Raymond. This is the story of 
the innkeeper who had no room. Mr. Powell moves 
beyond the pages of the Gospel according to St. Luke 
to provide a compelJing, convincing account of the 
implications surrounding the Christ Child's lowly 
stable birth. (CO) ... postpaid, $1.00 

CHRISTMAS AT GRINDERS SWITCH, by Minnie Pearl; 
'With an introduction by Tennessee Ernie Ford. Minnie 
Pearl is "jest so proud" to tell you about Christmas 
in the country. Her familiar country twang is caught 
on paper as she tells about the anticipation of Christ
mas beginning in the fall when presents are selected 
from the Sears catalog. More important than "gift
gitting" is the extry friendly feeling folks feels for 
one another and that kinda special warmth at the 
church socials. Join the folks at Grinders Switch for a 
very Merry Christmas. (AP) .. ........ postpaid, $1.50 

CHRISTMAS, An Amcricon Annual of Christmas Litcro
ture and Art, 1963 Edition, edited by R. E. Haugan. 
This holiday publication presents a warm, glowing 
expression of the Christmas message in story, art, 
poetry, and song. (AU) .. postpaid, PAPER BINDING, 

$1.50, CLOTH BINDING, $3.50 

CHRISTMAS IDEALS, 1963. Many colorful pages of 
Christmas poems, thoughts, articles, songs, special 
features, and full color reproductions of the world's 
finest art. (ID) ...................... postpaid, $1.50 

*Stnd Moll Ordr1s to Rrgional Srrricr Crnfu 

Nortlieastern. ,North Central ,\Ve.stern ISouthtoesternlSouthern ISouthca.stcrn Rt'glon Region Region Region Region. Region 
Boston 16 Chi,ago 2 
New York 22 Cindnnati 2 hi Angtlts 29 
Pithburgh JO Dctrait I Pcirtland 5 *Dallas 1 Atlanta l Baltirnarc 1 
*Tcancct, H.J. *Park Ridge, Ill. *San franchco 2 Kansas City 6 *NashYillc l *Richrncind 16 
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and chairman of its Department of 'Vork in 
Foreign Fields; the Rev. Dr. Dow Kirk
patrick, pastor of the First Methodist 
Church, Evanston, Ill., Robert McCormack, 
Scarsdale, N.Y., a vice-president of the 
Division of World Missions, and the follow
ing staff executivies, all from New York: 

Mrs. Porter Brown, general secretary of 
the 'Voman's Division; the Rev. Dr. Eugene 
L. Smith, general secretary of the World 
Division; Miss Marian Derby, an associate 
general secretary of the ·woman's Division; 
the Rev. Dr. Tracey K. Jones, Jr. associate 
general secretary of the ·world Division; 
Dr. Clara French and the Rev. Hugo N. 
Lormor, executive secretaries for China 
and Southeast Asia; Miss :tvfargaret Billings
ley and the Rev. Dr. Thoburn T. Brum
baugh, executive secretaries for East Asia, 
and Miss Florence Palmer and Henry A. 
Lacy, executive secretaries for Southern 
Asia. 

MERGER TALKS SOUGHT 
AMONG METHODISTS 

One national agency of The :tvlethodist 
Church, the Division of National l'vlissions, 
is requesting another national agency, the 
Commission on Church Union, to initiate 
steps looking toward possible merger of 
The Methodist Church with three predom
inantly Negro Methodist denominations. 

The executive committee of the Division 
of National Missions, meeting September 
25 in New York, voted to make its rec
ommendation on merger negotiations to the 
Commission on Church Union. The three 
Negro churches involved are the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, the African 
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church and the 
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church. The 
fo1mal action of the National Division's 
executive committee was: 

'"We recommend that the Commission on 
Church Union invite the A.M.E., the A.M.E. 

RNS Photo 

l\lcthodist Bishop Freel Pierce Corson of Philadelphia is robed in an academic ca11c 
upon receiving an honorary Doctor of Leners degree from St. Joseph's College. The 
Very Rev. William F. l\laloncy, S.J., president of the college, places the robe on the 
president of the World Methodist Council. It is believed this is the first time that a 
l\lethodist bishop has been honored by a Roman Catholic college. 
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pe9a:n.s 
High quality 12 oz. and 16 oz. 
podages and bulk. Just try our 
tnsty pecans! You'll agree with our 
customers over· the nation who say 
they're the best they've ever eaten! 

L;).· IDEAL FOR: •Family Enioyment in Doz
ens of Ways • Business and Personal Gifts 
• All Fund Reising Projects 
Pool Yo.ur Orders for Quantity Discounts 

WRITE NOW: H. M. THAMES PECAN CO. 
P. 0. Box 1588, Mobile, Alo. 

Religion 
and the 
Schools 
The Great controuersu 
Dramatic story of the Supreme Court 
decisions, of continuing resistance, and 
information on the drive for federal aid 
to parochial education. 

PAUL BLANSHARD 
supplies the facts. The reader makes 
up his own mind. $4.95 at bookstores. 
BEACON PRESS 25 Beacon St., Boston 8, Mass. 

MOTEL OPPORTUNITIES 
NET TO $30,000; 

OFFER FAMILY SECURITY 
Profitable partnership opportunities with 
growing motel chain available to qualified 
families who can work as o team with a 
national organization to build a prosperous 
business. All new motels with unique "Space 
Age" motif. No experience necessary; com
pany trains. Couples earn salary, free deluxe 
apartment, plus up to 50 % of the excellent 
profits with tax shelter. Minimum investment 
$40,000. Inquire: 

ASTROMOTELS, INC. 
DEPT. WO, 407 N. CENTRAL AVE. 

CLENDALE 3, CALIF. 

NOW ... 3 SIZES 
Unbreak:iblc ... noise-free ... 
light\\.'Cight ••• boilproof com· 
munion glasses ... .S 1.25 DoL 

f Rf f sample of each ,; .. 

Order from ~-~BllSS IDDDS U. 
.your dealer - -7 

Dept. W, 70 Pearl St., Brookline 46. Mass. 
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Sharing God's 'W'ord ... 
Enrich the hearts and minds of all peoples by sharing with them in 
Christian witness and fellowship. Here is one of our missionaries ful
filling his mission by sharing His Word with a street gathering. 

Help him in his task by investing in the Annuity Plan. Your dollars can 
support these dedicated men and women throughout the world AND 
at the same time give you an income for life through a dependable 
Annuity Contract. You save time, worry, trouble and legal expense. 
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Your Income for Life 
from a Living Memorial 

Annuities are available $100 and up; many in
vestors buy each year. Regardless of amount, 
your investment is not only a living memorial to 
your devotion, but an ever-living, ever-growing 
means of winning souls to Christ. Semi-annual 
annuity payments never vary. You share in the 
longer life which carefree annuitants enjoy. 

·-rn;i;i-;,~ • o1 w~1d-Mis;i~;;;;d-Divisi;; ~;- ---• 
National Missions of the Board of Missions of 
THE METHODIST CHURCH 
475 Riverside Dr., New York, N. Y., 10027 Dept. WOl 2-46-3 
Attention: Dr. Ashton A. Almand, Treas. 
Please send free copy of beautiful booklet 
"Bright Horizons" telling Missionary story and 
giving full information regarding Annuity Plan. 
Name: __________________ _ 

Address; _________________ _ 

City State, _____ Zip No. __ · __ 

Zion and the C.l\LE. churches to appoint 
commissions to confer on possible union 
with The Methodist Church." 

The recommendation to the Commission 
on Church Union was a pmt of the National 
Division's action on a repmt by a special 
committee of the Division. The committee, 
which is called the "Committee to Studv 
Certain Division Relationships Involving 
Central Jurisdiction Congregations," has 
been studying for the last three years vari
ous ways in which the Division is related 
to congregations of the Central (Negro) 
Jurisdiction. 

Mrs. G. Albin Dahlquist, Warwick, R.I., 
secretary of the committee, told the Na
tional Division that in studying property 
matters involving Central Jurisdiction con
gregations the committee discovered in
volvements relating to the Negro Method
ists denominations. She said the committee 
had come to the conclusion that efforts 
should be made to explore merger with 
these three branches of the Methodist fom
ilv. The committee recommended that the 
n~atter be referred to the Commission on 
Church Union, since it is The Methodist 
Church's official agency to deal with church 
mergers. 

All three of the predominantly Negro 
denominations grew ont of The Methodist 
Church in America and are separate, auton
omous denominations. 

METHODIST AGENCIES 
SEND BOND MONEY 

Two national agencies of The :Methodist 
Church sent $3,000 to Jackson, ~vliss., to 
provide bond for three college girls, two 
Negro and one white, who have been sen
tenced to one year each on charges of dis
hirbing public worship and trespassing. The 
girls were arrested when they tried to at
tend a \Vorlclwide Communion Sundav 
service at the Capitol Sb·eet Methodi~t 
Church in Jackson. They were tried and 
sentenced the following day. 

The Methodist agencies which sent the 
bond money, $1,000 for each of the three, 
are the \Voman's Division of Christian Ser
vice of the Board of Missions, with head
qumters in New York, and the Board of 
Christian Social Concerns, with head
quarters in \Vashington, D.C. Each agency 
provided $1,500, the share of the Board of 
Christian Social Concerns being provided 
by the Central New York Annual Confer
ence. 

The girls are Betty Ann Poole, 19; 
Catherine Hannah, 22, both Negroes; and 
Julie Zaugg, 21, white. All are sh1dents at 
Tougaloo Southern Christian College in 
Tougaloo, Miss. They were released on the 
bond provided and are awaiting the results 
of an appeal on their conviction. 

Press accounts of the girls' arrest said the 
three were among a group that visited a 
number of white churches. in Jackson. The 
others were rejected at all churches except 
St. Peter's Roman Catholic Church. The 
three girls were the only ones anested, how
ever, and it was at Capitol Street lVlethodist 
Church, whose pastor was transferred re
cently because of differences with his c.on-
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gregation over racial policy. Capitol Street, 
with 2,300 members is one of the largest 
lvlethodist churches in Jackson. The other 
churches visited were the Fondren Presby
terian Church, First Christian Church, 
Trinity Lutheran Church and Our Re
deemer Lutheran Church. 

Mrs. Poiter Brown, general secretmy of 
the ·woman's Division, said: "We are told 
that other Methodist churches in Jackson 
have been courteous. Capitol Street church 
was the only one with police outside. The 
minister there is supposed to have said that 
his responsibility ended at the chmch door. 
The girls did not think they were taking 
part in any kind of demonstration. They 
wanted to attend the Worldwide Com
munion Sunday sen•ice. 

"The Vvoman's Division of Christian Ser
vice feels a deep responsibility in this in
cident because of the traditional position we 
have taken in the area of race relations, 
especially in our recent statements and in 
our 'Charter of Racial Policies.' \Ve as 
Methodist women feel a special sense of 
responsibility and concern because these 
three girls were attempting to attend a 
worship service in a Methodist church.'' 

FIRST AFRICAN HEADS 
SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCH 

The Methodist 
Church of South Afri
ca, in one of the most 
significant actions in 
the histo1y of Christi
anity in that segregated 
country, elected its 
first African as head of 
the 1,364,000-member 
denomination. 

MR. MOKITIMI Named president by 
a large majority at the 8lst Methodist an
nual conference was the Rev. Seth M. 
Mokitimi, warden of the Northern Cape 
Methodist Institute at Bensonvale and one 
of the country's best known and respected 
African clergymen. 

The election of the f01mer African herd
boy was received with great acclaim by the 
white and non-white delegates at the ses
sions. Mr. Mokitimi polled seventy-three 
votes, while his nearest rival received eight
een. He succeeds the Rev. D. J. Dugmore of 
Capetown. 

Mr. Mokitimi has been abroad on three 
occasions, most recently in 1961 when he 
visited the U.S. for three months under 
the U.S.-South African leadership exchange 
plan to improve relations between the two 
peoples. 

At that time Mr. Mokitimi was not 
granted a passport by the South African 
government until he had waited almost a 
year. His application was turned down with
out any explanation, but finally granted. 

Mr. Mokitimi was born in Basutoland 
sixty years ago. His family could not afford 
to send him and his brother to school at the 
same time, so they attended classes on 
altemate days. \Vhen not in school, the 
future minister herded cattle and sheep to 
earn a little money. 

Despite a snuggle to get an education, 

DECEMBER 1963 

i e CLUB SCHOOL HOSPITAL ETC 1 SPALDING PUBLISHERS, Dept. WO : 
' • '· • I • I • l 1020 w. 94th St., Chicago 20, Ill. l J Wonderful fund-raISmg idea! At~ractive B_oxes of I Please rush FREE samples, details . 1 

1 24 sheets and 24 envelopes are qwckly, easily sold I : 
T for only $1 per box. Generous profits for your Group. : Name·------------------------------· ; 
J Friends, neighbors buy.on sight. For Free samples 1 Address .. -----------------·-·----------· 1 
\..!nd tested Money Making Plans, rush coupon no'.Jol Town ______________________ State ________ : 

~~-... ..,.~ -.. ........ _.. ...,....,_,.. ...,~.... L---------------------------.1 

THE ALL-NEW 
RADIOEAR 900 

Now get superb ·tonal 

quality in a truly small 

hearing aid-the 

Radioear 900. This 

tiny engineering mas

terpiece weighs less 

than V<i ounce. Fits in· 
conspicuously behind 

your ear. Though small 

FOR 
BETTER 
HEARING • • • 

NATURALLY! 
of loss. Write now for 

free, color brochure 

about the Radioear 

909. You will also re

ceive a . U.S. Govern

ment booklet "How 

To Protect Your Hear

ing." Radioear offers 

a full line of at-the-ear, 

eyeglass and conven

tional hearing aids. 
in size, the Radioear 900 is mighty in per

formance. Actually provides 12 responses 

so that it can be precisely fitted to your type 
------------------I Radioear Corp. 375.wo 
I Valley Brook Road 
I Canonsburg, Pennsylvania 
I Please send free Radioear900 brochure 
I plus U.S. Government Booklet. I Name ___________ _ 
I Address ___________ _ 

I City State __ _ 
I 

A Methodist Layman wishes to compile a roster of other 
METHODIST LAYMEN interested in Methodist MISSIONS 
IN AFRICA. If your missionary interests qualify you for your 
inclusion, would you forward your name and address on a 
postcard to: 

DR. MARVIN G. PURSINGER 
Chmn. of the Dept. of History • Dakota Wesleyan University 

Post Office Box 927 • Mitchell, South Dakota 

Flannelgraphs from Genesis to Revelation 
Make your talks dynamic, your teaching easier with Story-0-Graph Bible 
characters. REALISTIC, LIFE-LIKE DRAWINGS, Full COLOR, large size. 
13 colorful hand painted backgrounds .••• Vis-U-Fold -Aluminum Tele
scopic Tripod and fabric board folds into compact roll. 

Write for FREE folder and price list to 

STORY-0-GRAPHS 
P. 0. Box l 45M, Dept. 65, Pasadena, Calif. 
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The most comprehensive ency: 
clopedia ever published defining 
and explaining: every /person 
named in the Bible or Apocry
pha; every town and region, 'hill 
an.d ·stream, every plant, animal, 
and mineral; every object used 
in daily life; major biblical doc
trine5 and theological concepts. 
Fully illustrated. . .. 
FOUR-VOLUME SET• . : 
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young i\lokitimi showed intellec:tual caliber, 
and after his father-also a minister-mi
grated to South Africa he became a teacher 
in 1926. Five years later, Mr i\fokitimi en
tered the ministry. His teachers described 
him as one of the most brilliant students 
ever to attend Fort Hare University Col
lege. 

The new Methodist president is less than 
five feet tall and soft-spoken, but with a 
powerful personality. He is regarded as 
a brilliant preacher and administrator. 

In accepting the post, which he will as
sume in mid-1964, Mr. i\fokitimi described 
his presidential assignment as one of "awe
some responsibility." 

He said the election of an African would 
have a significant impact on the rest of the 
world and would renew interest in Chris
tianity among Africans. 

The South African Methodist Church is 

the second largest Christian body in the 
country. The Dutch Reformed is the most 
numerous with 1,696,000 members. An
glicans number 1,230,000, and Roman 
Catholics about 885,000. (RNS) 

CUBA METHODISTS 
WORK AND WITNESS 

News of The Methodist Church in Cuba 
is scarce, hut a report received by the 
Methodist Board of Missions about the an
nual meeting of the Cuba Conference shows 
that the church is alive and continues ac
tively at work. 

Probably the most important action of 
the conference was its decision to move 
ahead with the four-year-old "Plan of Ad
vance." The goals of the plan, as adopted 
by the conference, are: 1. A deepening of 
the spiritual life of each Methodist believer. 
2. Theological training, especially related 

Phcto 

The famous Charred Cross of tl;c C<n·cntry Cathedral will he displayed al the New 
York Vi'orlcl's Fair. Sec story on page 52. 
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GIFTS HERE 

The Lord's Prayer by Ralph W. Sackman. A beautiful, 
inspired interpretation of The Lord's Prayer, first pre
sented as a National Radio Pulpit broadcast. A book 
to read again and again, this is a special gift edition. 

Illustrated, $1.50 

For a Deeper life by Grace S. Dawson. A heart-warm
ing book of meditations that will introduce you to a 
richer more rewarding life-a life of prayer. For de
votional program material as well as inspiring reading 
for the individual Christian reader. $2 

Inspiration Under the Sky by Dorothy Wells Pease. 
Poems, prayers and scripture arranged around seven 
themes of nature. The author has used the verse and 
prose of well-known writers to show the beauty of 
the world and the presence of God. $2 

Wings of the Spirit by Wallace Fridy. Twenty-six in
spiring devotional messages for moments of private 
meditation or for group worship. Worship aids pro
vided with each theme, plus programs for nine special 
days or seasons. $2 

Living with Love by Josephine Robertson. In forty daily 
meditations Mrs. Robertson shows how small events 
of daily living take on spiritual significance when 
illuminated by love. Each devotion includes scripture, 
meditation and prayer. $2 

The Stars of Christmas by J. Robert Watt. Here is an 
inspiring reminder of the real meaning of Christmas 
-the coming of God to man. Every page is filled with 
Christmas spirit-a wonderful gift for a layman, min
ister or a friend. $2.50 

The Mercies of Cod by Jane Merchant. Based on the 
twelfth chapter of Romans-Paul's epistle on the 
"mercies of God"-these 84 meditations radiate the 
same faith, love and beauty that have made Jane 
Merchant one of America's best loved poets. $1.75 

The Art of Personal Prayer by Lance Webb. Dr. Webb 
writes about prayer that is built upon love and trust, 
using as examples stories of people who have gained 
courage in this way. A book that will help you to pray 
with humility and grace. $2.50 

The Word Became Flesh by E. Stanley Jones. The latest 
book by this popular writer of devotional books offers 
a fresh and inspiring thought for every day in the year 
-364 daily devotions based on John 1:14-And the 
Word Became Flesh. $2.50 

Cod's Masterpieces by Grace Noll Crowell. Twelve de
votional portraits of men and women of the Bible
Abraham, Joseph, Elijah and Eiisha, David, Ruth and 
Naomi, Esther, and others. Mrs. Crowell uses scripture, 
prose and her own original poetry. $1.75 

The Best of the Sanctuary by Charles M. Crowe. This 
collection includes devotional readings selected from 
annual issues of THE SANCTUARY, popular Lenten 
booklet. Designed without dates, it is ideal for year
round use-for individual, family or group worship. $2 

As I Recall My Past Century by Herbert Welch. Writing 
in his hundredth year, a Methodist Bishop recalls the 
experiences of a long and happy life, as a student, 
pastor, college president, and a Bishop to the Orient. 

$3 

Fight On I Fear Not! by Arthur J. Moore. Ten trium
phant sermons that reveal the author's conviction that 
the church must advance, that it can never save the 
world "by running away from the battle." A book of 
faith, hope and courage. $2.50 

Faith for a Time of Storm by T. Cecil Myers. The basic 
doctrines of the Christian faith are plainly set forth 
here in twelve sermons for the average person. For 
all who would examine and strengthen their Christian 
faith. $3 

The Neglected Factor by Eric Baker. This careful ex
amination of the Beatitudes emphasizes the author's 
belief that the Christian religion cannot be separated 
from the good life-that faith and morals are "but 
two sides of a coin." $2.25 

Gingham Joys by Marion Flood French. A collection of 
43 meditations that inspire the reader to notice the 
"gingham joys" in life-a fire burning brightly, hya
cinths, winter snows, mountains, courage, honesty, and 
friendliness. $1.50 

Order from your bookstore 

~ABINGDON PRESS~ 
The Book Publishing Department of The Methodist Publishing House 
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to basic Christian doctrine and The Method
ist Church, to be given to church members 
and friends. 3. Each believer acting as an 
evangelist, sharing his faith and a personal 
testimony with everyone. 4. Cuban l\Ieth
odists completely supporting their own 
work. 

The significance of the Cuba Confer
ence's decision to go ahead with its "Plan 
of Advance" is perhaps best seen against 
the background of the political sihmtion in 
Cuba under Castro. 

Another optimistic note was sounded in 
a repo1t to the conference tlrnt membership 
in the church is 9,009, slightly higher than 
in 1962. However, the church school en
rollment has decreased considerablv. Other 
statistics, indicating the ongoing life of the 
church, included: 363 youth and adults 
preparing for church membership; 4,404 
children enrolled in daily vacation Bible 
schools; 453 children baptized during the 
last year; 222 youth and adults received 
into the church on profession of faith dming 
the year. 

The conference learned that Cuban Meth
odists provided fifty per cent of the financial 
supp01t of the church's full-time workers 
last year. 

The conference received five persons into 
full ministerial membership. It was re
ported to the conference that four Meth-

-j~~,?-.:,,-;:-;;;,1,-,,;,.;; --,11 
- J l"-1, --'~"'·,,,._.~ ·-·--~-/ 

OF MISSIONARY PERSONNEL I 
Scheduled for December, 1963 
(subject to cliange after press time) 

Dec. 27: Miss Barbara Althers Parker to 
Montevideo, Uruguay, from Hous
ton, Fli. #501, PAA 

Dec. 30: Miss Patsy W. Thompson to Mexi
co from Houston, Fli. # 501, PAA 

Dec. 30: Rev. and Mrs. Edward P. Phillips 
and three children to Chile from 
Houston, Fli. #501, PAA 

Dec. 30: Dr. and Mrs. Thoburn F. Thompson 
and two children to Bolivia from 
Houston, Fli. #501, PAA 

Dec. 30: Rev. and Mrs. Gilbert Dawes and 
two children to Argentina from 
Houston, Fli. #501, PAA 

G 0 W N S 
CHOIR-PULPIT 

MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 
Over 2,000,000 Sunflower Dish Cloths 

'VC'rc solcl in l!JG2 by members or Sunday Schools, 
Lndlrs• Ahls, Youn~ Pconlc's Groups, etc. They en
able ~·on to earn money for your treasury, and maim 
frirmls for your on::mlzatlon. 

::;ample FHEE to omclal. 

SANGAMON MILLS, INC. 
Estoblished 1915 • Cohoes, N. Y. 12047 
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odists graduated from the Union Theologi
cal Seminary in :tlfatanzas last year and 
that there are currentlv seventeen Method
ist students enrolled tl;ere. 

The report from Cuba to the Board of 
Missions concluded with the statement that 
"in spite of difficulties, we are determined 
to move ahead for Christ and the Church 
in Cuba." 

CHARRED CROSS TO BE 
AT N.Y. WORLD'S FAIR 

The famed Charred Cross of the Cathe
dral Church of St. Michael in Coventry, 
England, will be displayed in the Music 
Garden of the Protestant and 01thodox 
Center at the New York 'Vorld's Fair by the 
U.S. Conference for the V\Torld Council of 
Churches. The Center is sponsored by the 
Protestant Council of the City of New York. 

The U.S. Conference, an organization of 
the vVorld Council's thirty churches in this 
country, is sponsoring the exhibit "to sym
bolize the over-arching unity of the 
churches and to emphasize the basic doc
hine of resurrection and reconciliation." 

The new Cathedral Church of St. Michael 
was consecrated in May 1962. Designed 
by Sir Basil Spence, the contemporary ca
thedral has attracted hundreds of thousands 
of visitors. It stands beside the rnins of a 
500-year-old tower and spire and the outer 
walls of the cathedral destroved bv fire 
bombs in 1940. . . 

The Charred Cross was made of oak 
beams from the burned roof and was set 
up behind an Altar of Rubble built in the 
mined apse. On the wall was written Father 
Forgive. Following the war, the rnins were 
cleared of rnbble, and gravel walks and 
grass lawns laid out. 

The Sanctumy of the Ruins is preserved 
as a memorial and serves as an impressive 
forecomt to the new cathedral. 'Vlrnn ap
proached by the U.S. Conference for a con
temporary art work to display as an ecu
menical symbol at the Fair, Covenhy of
ficials offered "their most precious posses
sion, the Charred Cross. 

"The City and Cathedral of Coventry 
became the symbol not only of man's de
te1mination to bring good out of evil, but 
it also became the symbol of the power of 
Goel to overrule disaster," the Bishop of 
Coventry says. 

A facsimile of the Cross will be made for 
exhibit at Coventry during the two years of 
the New York Vlorld's Fair, according to 
Dr. James '"· Kennedy, rector of the 
Church of the Ascension, Protestant Epis
copal, New York City. 

Dr. Kennedy, who visited Coventry to 
make the arrangements for the display of 
the Charred Cross by the World Council, 
is co-chaimrnn of the Covenhy Cross Fund. 
Mrs. Theodore 0. 'Vedel, National Council 
of Churches official, has joined with him in 
sponsoring an appeal for funds to accom
plish the project. Address of the Coventry 
Cross Fund is 12 W. 11th Street, New 
York, N.Y. The Church of the Ascension will 
act as financial agent and tax-deductible 
contributions can be made to the' church 
marked Covenhy Cross Fund. 

Among those who have endorsed the 
project are the 'Vorld Council's two Amer
ican presidents, Archbishop Iakovos of the 
Greek Orthodox Church of North and 
South America, and Mr. Charles C. Parlin, 
Methodist layman; and Bishop Arthur G. 
Lichtenberger, presiding bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, USA. 

The Charred Cross will be displayed at 
the World's Fair in a setting suggested by 
Sir Basil Spence, architect of the new Cov
entry Cathedral, and executed by Henry ,V. 
Stone, architect for the Protestant and Or
thodox Center. 

The new Coventry Cathedral has a 
chapel of unity which was dedicated by 
the 'Vorld Council of Churches general 
secretary, Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft. A 
team of young German volunteers worked 
on the new Coventry as part of a reconcilia
tion emphasis. Young Germans have worked 
on similar projects in Israel, France, and 
other countries in recent years. The same 
movement helped build the new church 
at the Protestant community of Taize, 
France. 

STOODY TO RETIRE: 
WEST WILL SUCCEED 

DR. STOODY 

now director of 
commission. 

The Rev. Dr. Ralph 
Stoody, New York City, 
general secretary of the 
Commission on Public 
Relations and Method
ist Information of The 
Methodist Church, will 
retire April 19, 1964. 
His successor will be 
the Rev. Dr. Arthur 
'Vest, Evanston, Ill., 

the Chicago office of the 

This was announced by Bishop Eugene 
M. Frank, St. Louis, Mo., president of tlrn 
commission, following the annual meeting 
of the organization Sept. 27 in New York 
City. 

Bishop Frank said the com1mss1on 
granted Dr. Stoody's request to retire on his 
sixty-eighth birthday, April 19, and elected 
his successor. 

A few weeks after Dr. Stoodv's retire
ment, Dr. "\Vest will move to New York, 
headquarters city of the Commission on 
Public Relations and Methodist Information 
(often called Methodist Infonnation for 
short). 

No successor to Dr. 'Vest has yet been 
chosen to head the Chicago Methodist In
f01mation office. 

Methodist Infonnation is the official news 
agency of The Methodist Church and has 
several public relations responsibilities. 

Dr. Stoody has directed the work of the 
commission for over twenty-three years, 
ever since it was established in 1940 soon 
after the unification of three branches of 
Methodism. 

Dr. 'Vest, 53, has been in charge of the 
Chicago office fifteen years. He is an as
sociate secretary of the commission. 

A native of Missouri, Dr. "'est is a mem
ber of the rviissouri East l\lethoclist Con
ference, and he has served as pastor of 
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NEW AMERICAN TEMPERANCE PLAN 

PAYS $JOO WEEKLY. •• 
even for life to Non-drinkers and Non-Smokers! 

At last-a new kind of hospitalization plan for you thousands who realize drinking and 
smoking are evil. Rates are fantastically low because "poor risk" drinkers and smokers 
are excluded. Since your health is superior there is no age limit, no physical examination, 
no waiting period. Only you can cancel your policy. No salesman will ever call. Starting 
the first day you enter any hospital, you will be paid $14.28 a day. 

You do not smoke or drink
so why pay premiums for 

those who do? 
Every day in your newspaper you see 
more evidence that drinking and smoking 
shorten life. They're now one of America's 
leading health problems-a prime cause 
of the high premium rates most hospitali
zation policies charge. 

Our rates are based on your 
superior health, 

as a non-drinker and non-smoker. The 
new American Temperance Hospitaliza
tion Plan can offer you unbelievably low 
rates because we do not accept drinkers 
and smokers, who cause high rates. Also, 
your premiums can never be raised be
cause ycu grow older or have too many 
claims. Only a general rate adjustment 
up or down could affect your low rates. 
And only you can cancel your policy. We 
cannot. 

READ YOUR AMERICAN 
TEMPERANCE PLAN BENEFITS 
1. You receive $100 cash weekly-

TAX FREE-even for life, 
from the first day you enter a hospital. 
Good in any hospital in the world. We pay 
in addition to any other insurance you 
carry. We send you our payments Air 
Mail Special Delivery so you have cash 
on hand fast. No limit on number of times 
you collect. 

2. We cover all accidents and 
sicknesses, 

except pregnancy, any act of war or mili
tary service, pre-existing accidents or 

IMPORTANT: check table lttltw and inch1d1 y11r first 
premium with appllctlfltn. 

lOOK AT THESE 
AMERICAN IlMPERANCE LOW RATES 

Pay Monthly Pay Yearly 
Each child 18 $2&0 $28 and under pays 

Each adult $380 $38 19·64 pays 

Each adult $590 $59 65·100 pays 

SAVE TWO MONTHS PREMIUM IY PAYING YEARLY! 
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sickness, hospitalization caused by use of 
liquor or narcotics. On everything else 
you're fully protected-at amazingly low 
rates! 

DO THIS TODAY! 
Fill out application below and mail right 
away. Upon approval, your policy will be 
promptly mailed: Coverage begins at noon 
on effective date of your policy. Don't de
lay. Every i:lay almost 50,000 people enter 
hospitals. So get your protection now. 

3. Other benefits for loss 
within 90 days of accident 

(as described in policy). We pay $2000 
cash for accidental death. Or $2000 cash 
for loss of one hand, one foot, or sight of 
one eye. Or $6000 cash for loss of both 
eyes, both hands, or both feet. 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
Read oueryourpolicy carefully. Ask;Your min
ister, lawyer and docltJr ltJ examine it. Be sure 
it prouides exactly what we say it does. Then, 
if for any reason at all you are not 100% satis
fied, just mail your policy back ltJ us within.30 
days and we will immediately refund y_our en
tire premium. No questions asked. You can 
gain thousands of dollars. ,.you risk nothing. 

We invite close comparison 
with any other plan. 

Actually, no other is like ours. But com
pare rates. See what you save. 

TEAR OUT AND MAIL TODAY BEFORE IT'S TOO LATE 
·----~~-----------------------------· 

I 
I 

Application to Pioneer Life lnsurc11nce Company, Rockford, Illinois I 
FOR AT·300 I 

AMERICAN TEMPERANCE HOSPITALIZAtlON POLICY I 
Name (PLEASE PRINT) I 
S!reet or RD ff.---------------------- I City _____________ .Zone ___ counly ___ State __ _ 
Age ______ Date of Birth _________________ _ 

Month Day Year 
Occupation Heigh.._ __ Weight___ 
Beneficiary Relationship _______ _ 
I also apply for coverage for the members of my family listed below: 

NAME" AGE HEIGHT WEIGHT BENEFICIARY 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

To the best of your knowledge and belief, are you and all members listed above in good health 
and free from any physical impairment, or disease? Yes D No D 
To the best of your knowledge, have you or any·member above listed had medical advice or 
treatment, or have you or they been advised to have a surgical operation in the last five years? 
Yes D No D If so, please give details stating person affected, cause, date, name and address 
of attending physician, and whelher fully recovered. 

Neither I nor any person listed above uses tobacco or alcoholic. beverages, and I hereby apply 
for a policy based on the understanding that ·the policy does not cover conditions originaling 
prior to its effective date, and that the ·policy is issu·ed solely and entirely in reliance upon the 
written answers to the above questions. 
Date: Signed:X _____________ _ 
AT·IAT 

Mail this application with your first premium to 
336 

AMERICAN TEMPERANCE ASSOCIATES, Inc., Box 131, Libertyville, llllnois 
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churches in l'vlissouri, Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island and Maine. 

His work as a journalist includes three 
years as a reporter on Missouri newspapers, 
two years as religion editor of the Provi
dence (R.I.) Journal and Evening Bulletin 
and two years as church editor of the 
Bangor (l\faine) Daily News. 

He has a bachelor of arts degree and 
honorary doctor of divinity from Baker 
University, Baldwin, Kan., and master of 
arts and bachelor of sacred theology de
grees from Boston University. He also has 
taken numerous courses in journalism and 
public relations at Northwestern University. 

His public relations duties have included 
press staff work at four World Methodist 
Conferences, two of them abroad, and the 
second assembly of the World Council of 
Churches, held in 1954 at Evanston, Ill. 

He is a past president of the Chicago 
Chapter of the National Religious Publicity 
Council (now Religious Public Relations 
Council) and a member of the Publicity 
Club of Chicago. 

While a pastor in Maine, he was for three 
years publicity director of the Boston Area. 

Dr. and Mrs. West have two sons, Paul, 
a senior in Chicago Theological Seminary, 
and David, a student at Kendall College. 

Dr. Stoody, a pioneer in church public 

relations, is often referred to as the dean of 
denominational public relations men in 
America. He is the author of a book, A 
Handbook of Church Public Relations. 

He is a past president of the National 
Religious Publicity Council and has given 
leadership in many other interdenomina
tional organizations. 

Under Dr. Stoody's guidance, The Meth
odist Church has developed a network of 
public relations offices. Four (New York, 
Chicago, Nashville, and Washington) are 
offices of the national commission. In ad
dition, there are thirty-one serving Method
ist episcopal areas. 

ANNOUNCE NEEDS 
FOR MISSIONARIES 

The Methodist Board of Missions is mak
ing an earlier-than-usual announcement 
this year of its needs for special-term mis
sionaries at home and overseas. Usually 
the announcement is made in the spring, 
but because college seniors and other po
tential special-termers are making voca
tional decisions now for next year, the Board 
said it has moved up the time of announce
ment of 1964 needs. 

As in past years, the Board is seeking 
highly qualified, highly motivated young 
men and women to serve in a variety of 

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION 
(Act of October 23, 1962; Section 4369, Title 39, 

54 

United States Code) 
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Dorothy McConnell 
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m1Ss1onary positions in the United States 
and overseas. The call in 1964 is for fifty
six women and thirty-one men to serve 
overseas for three years and for thirty-five 
men and women to serve two years in the 
U.S. 

A special feature of the 1964 special
term program is a call for fifteen young men 
to serve as a mobile emergency missionary 
force in the Congo. 

Though the Congo emergency force is a 
special call in 1964, the Board said, all of 
the openings for both the 3's, as the over
seas missionaries are called, and for the 
U.S.-2's, as those at home are called, are 
urgent and must be filled. 

The Board, through its Office of Mission
ary Personnel, addresses its call for special
term missionaries not only to college seniors 
and others who themselves might serve. It 
also asks that Methodist pastors, chairmen 
of Commissions on Missions in local 
churches, members of Woman's Societies of 
Christian Service, campus ministers, and 
others working with young persons become 
familiar with the openings and present them 
to potential candidates. 

Since 1948, when the overseas special
term program was begun, 858 persons have 
served as 3's. The number of U.S."2's who 
have served since that program was started 
in 1951 is 350. 

The opportunities open for U.S.-2 service 
in 1964, as usual, are varied and include 
nursing in mission hospitals and clinics, 
teaching in mission schools, social work in 
community centers, rural church-and-com
munity work, serving as houseparents in 
children's homes and directors of Christian 
education, and being recreation and camp 
leaders. 

The home mission workers serve two 
years each, except those in Alaska, Haw.aii 
and Puerto Rico who serve three years. 
They work under the Woman's Division of 
Christian Service. 

In the overseas field, special-term mission
aries are needed for service in Algeria, 
Japan, Okinawa, Korea, the. Philippines, 
Burma, Indonesia, Malaya, India, Brazil, 
Costa Rica, Congo, Panama, Chile; Liberia, 
Tunisia, Pakistan, Sarawak, Taiwan, Singa
pore and Hong Kong. 

The openings call for teachers on all levels 
and in many fields, youth workers, medi
cal technologists, evangelists, directors of 
Christian education, nurses, social workers, 
student workers and a doctor. 

Qualifications for special-term mission
aries include: 

Religious experience and knowledge of 
God through Jesus Christ. 

A conviction of the world's need for 
Christ and a genuine desire to share one's 
faith and to minister to the needs of others. 

College graduation. 
Age between 21 and 28. 
Good health and emotional stability, 

checked by medical examination and psy
chological appraisal. 

Agreement to remain single during the 
term of service. 

Membership in The Methodist Church 
(with some exceptions made). 
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the legacy of 

one man's 

quest for 

righteousness OUR 
EVHODIS'f 
HERl'flGE 

A Story of JOHN WESLEY ana 
the People cal/ea METHODISTS 

Here is a book every Methodist should read: the compelling story 
of John Wesley, a moral genius whose quest for righteousness 
revolutionized 18th century England, inspired pioneer America, 
and bequeathed Methodism to millions throughout the world. 

Written by Dr. Mack B. Stokes of Emory University, OUR 
METHODIST HERITAGE introduces you to Susannah and Samuel 
Wesley, the halls of Oxford, August Spangenberg, Aldersgate, 
and other persons and places that shaped Wesley for his remark
able mission. And you'll meet the men who developed Methodism 
in the wilderness of America and delivered the Wesley legacy in 
theology, education, organization, hymnody, and in the spirit of 
the ecumenical movement to Methodists of today! 

OUR METHODIST HERITAGE belongs in every Methodist 
home and adult class. Order yours through the Cokesbury out
let serving your area, or ask your Church School Literature Sec
retary to order copies for your class. 

A BASIC 
CHRISTIAN BOOK 

128 pages • 1 0 0 
hard-bound f _ 
Leader's Guide - 30i 

*Send Mail 01dcn to Regional Sc1Yict Center 

Northeastern North Central Western Southwestern Southern Southeastern 
Region Region Region Region Region Region 
Boston 16 Chicago 2 
New York 22 Cincinnati 1 Los Angeles 29 
Pituburgh 30 Detroit 1 · Portlcu,d 5 *Dallas 1 Atlanta l Baltimore 1 
*Tcancdc, H.J. *Park Ridge, Ill. *San Francisco 2 Kansas City 6 *Nashville 3 *Richmond 16 



TODAY 

IN 19-et'1lel,e,,_,,, 
HEAR I 

Today in Bethlehem hear I 
Sweet angel voices singing. 
All glory be to God on high, 
'\Tho peace on earth is bringing. 
The Virgin Mary holdeth more 
Than highest heaven most holy: 
Light shines on what was dark before, 
And lifteth up the lowly. 

God wills that peace shall be on earth, 
And holy exultation: 
Sweet Babe, I greet Thy spotless birth 
And wondrous incarnation. 
Today in Bethlehem hear I 

. Even the lowly singing: 
With angel-words they pierce the sky; 
All earth with joy is ringing. 

Ac/aptec/ from the Greek of 
John of Damascus, d. 754 A.D. 
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