


Timely Books for 
Christian Understanding 
------------------------------------------------------------ --------\ 

OURS IS 
THE FAITH 

Walter Dudley Cavert. Here is a daily devotional 
guide for a period of six months that will stimulate 
thought about the meaning of the Christian faith. 
Each consists of a suggested Bible reading, a medi
tation and a prayer. 256 pages. $2 

Leslie D. Weatherhead. "Britain's most popular and 
one of the English speaking world's most distin
guished preachers selects 26 of his most represen
tative sermons for this volume."-Christian Herald. 
256 pages. $3.50 

KEY 
NEXT DOOR 

A CHURCH 
A SCHOOL 

Ralph McGill. A collection of editorials named after 
the column which won Ralph McGill the Pulitzer 
Prize. He discusses states rights, the Faubus case, 
reverence for the law, and the educational upheavals 
in the South. 92 pages. $2 

Charles M. Laymon. "Here is rewarding reading, for 
in penning Luke's Portrait of Christ, Dr. Laymon 
has distilled a succinct portraiture of Jesus based 
upon the gospel according to Luke."-Presbyterian 
Action. 162 pages. Paper, $1 

LUKE'S 
PORTRAIT OF 
CHRIST 

WORSHIP 
PROGRAMS FOR 

JUNIORS 

Alice A. Bays and Elizabeth Jones Oakberg. Here are 
39 worship programs for workers with juniors. "One . 
of the most delightful and interesting resource books 
for workers with juniors ... a valuable asset to any 
church library."-Tlte Christian. 206 pages. $3 

W. Gordon Ross. This book deals with the philosophy 
of man, his origin, purpose and destiny. "One gains 
from Ross's book the comforting impression of hav
ing spent a few hours with a born teacher."-The 
Christian Century. 239 pages. $3.95 

COMPANION 
OF ETERNITY 

THE SOCIAL 
CREED OF THE 

METHODIST 
CHURCH 

A. Dudley Ward. "A helpful and readable handbook 
to acquaint laym<en, ministers and students with 
various aspects of Methodist social beliefs."-To
gether. 176 pages. Paper, $1.50 

Order from your bookstore 

ABINGDON PRESS 
The Book Publishing Division of The Methodist Publishing House 
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HONORS IN JAPAN 
Last May one of the teachers in our college, 

Miss Anne Peavy, was honored by the governor 
of this province because of her great contribu
tion to education. Other educators also were 
honored. They all were invited to the provincial 
headquarters, and in an interesting ceremony 
were presented with gifts. One of the gifts was 
a framed certificate signed by the governor. 

Miss Peavy has been in Japan for 39 years, 
and she has had great influence in the field of 
early childhood [primary] education. 

PEARLE McCAIN 
Seiwa College for Christian Workers 
1 Oakadayama, Nishinomiya City, Japan 

CHRISTIAN INFLUENCE IN 
THE SILK INDUSTRY 

'vVe are particularly interested in the Nishijin 
Labor Center which is being established to work 
with the laborers of the silk industry here in 
Kyoto. This will fill a definite need for Christian 
influence in this industrial group. It is a project 
approved of the United Church of Japan. 

JIM AND LIBBY CAl\IP 
Futasujime, Nishi Iru, Imadegawa Agaru 
Karasuma Dori, Kamikyo Ku 
Kyoto, Japan 

ALONG THE 38th PARALLEL 
Twice I have been with one of our mission

aries who works with churches along the 38th 
parallel. One trip was in summer, when the 
chestnut trees were in bloom. Farmers were 
thrashing their barley, flailing it as in Bible 
times. I saw men fishing, throwing huge nets 
into the water as do fishermen in Hawaii. 

Korea is one of the most beautiful little coun
tries in the world. 

The other trip north was made in the dead 
of winter. The rice paddies were frozen over. 
Korean people are so clean! Women were wash
ing clothes in any stream or ditch that was not 
frozen. 

In a one-room chapel we noted quite a few 
Korean soldiers attending the service. 

There is a higher percentage of soldiers who 
are Christian than of civilians. 

We passed several orphanages. "Bethel," 
"Christian Children's Home," and "My Home,' 
which is sponsored by a United States army 
unit. 

MARGARET MARTIN 
E;wha High School, Seoul, Korea 

"NEVER UNDERESTIMATE 
CHRISTIAN INSTITUTIONS" 

Never underestimate the powerful influence 
ex'erted by Christian educational institutions. 

For Korea, as well as for many other nations 
struggling for justice and freedom, the leader
ship furnished by graduates of mission schools 
offers a stability which only Christian training 
can produce. 

Of course not all students embrace Chris
tianity, but the Christian way of seeking truth 
does not go unheeded. 

PAULENE AND Boa ROTH 
Methodist Mission, 164 II San Dong 
Wonju, Kangwon-Do, Korea 

"TWENTY-SIX 
ARE INDIAN PEOPLE" 

In regard to Miss Lee's article, "People and 
Plans of the Methodist Blackfeet Mission," in 
the November, 1962, issue of WORLD OuTLOOK, 
we rioted that the statement: "They are non
Indian people like those in Christ Methodist 

(Continued on next page) 
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Mission at Babb" would imply that our new 
mission is for non-Indians. Twenty-six of the 
forty members are Indian people. 

}AMES BELL 
minister 
Browning, Montana 

UNLOCKING THE LANGUAGE 
IN PAKISTAN 

Literacy classes meet in courtyards or in 
mud huts, after dark when the day's work is 
done. 

A pressure lantern illuminates the blackboard 
and easel, as a Pakistani teacher uses his flash
cards and other symbols to unlock the written 
Urdu language for his learners. 

Having had to learn to read and write Urdu 
ourselves, we know that it cannot be an easy 
task for an adult who has never been to school. 

But the Pakistani adults, anticipating a whole 
new world of knowledge, come faithfully each 
night for instruction. 

The congregation at Brooks Memorial Church 
helped to get this work developed by sponsor
ing tl1e first training course for literacy teachers. 
Miss Helen Fehr came down from the Punjab 
and got our work off to a marvelous start by 
training our workers. Now there are twelve 
adult literacy centers in Karachi, \vitl1 15 to 30 
adults in each. 

Our Pakistani Christian brethren have come 
forward to accept this heavy volunteer work of 
teaching, and they are doing magnificently. 

DAVE AND BETTY GARRIGUS 
74 Garden Road, Karachi, Pakistan 

LOCAL COLOR IN BURMA 
Biology, a new subject-and almost a new 

word-to Kingswood School, has spread faster 
than fire on dry pine needles. Interest has been 
such that biology classes continue after school. 

The surrounding jungle offers unlimited op
portunities for study. Barking deer, leopards, 
tigers, wild hogs, and elephants inhabit the 
terrain. Birds and monkeys reign over the tree 
tops. Exotic orchids grow between rocks. 

Our 45 boarders are made up of Burmese, 
Shan, Danu, Karen, Intha, Chinese, Pa-0, and 
Indian students. 

Together, the boys and I have painted rooms, 
planted trees and flowers, collected orchids, and 
established an efficient system of hostel govern
ment. 

Our latest project is the establishment of a 
hostel reading library, which greatly needs 
simply written books in English. 

BOB EDDINGER 
Kingswood Scl1ool 
Kalaw, S. S. S., Burma 

BUSY HOURS IN A 
RHODESIAN HOSTEL 

A typical day at the hostel? On awakening, 
quiet prayer. Then a dash to an early train to 
meet a missionary in transit. 

As we sit down to breakfast there comes a 
phone call from a lady who wishes a more ex
perienced maid. You will recall that most of the 
girls here are domestic servants. There are not 
many jobs other than domestic ones open here 
for African girls with only fourth to eighth 
grade educations. 

Then a knock at the door. In walks a retired 
minister of 78. He brings us six lemons from 
his own orchard. He joins us for breakfast, and 
requests me to inquire for him about the price 
of zinc roofing for his house. 

Two scholarship students await me in the liv
ing room, for I am secretary of the Scholarship 
Committee. (Among the hundred or so African 
students studying abroad now are many of my 
former pupils, co-workers, and friends. I do 
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hope you can come to know many of them.) 
The handy man and others who keep tabs 

on our supplies report needs in various direc
tions. 

And this is meeting day for the Young Wom
an's Christian Association. A lady from tl1e 
florist shop has promised to bring us a program 
on flower-arranging. 

Errands in tl1e car and visits; then Assembly 
at seven o'clock. How refreshing to hear tl1C 
girls sing! I rejoice anew at working with such 
a wonderful people in such a great and beauti
ful land. 

MILDRED TAYLOR 
African Girls' Hostel 
Umtali, Southern Rhodesia 

WOMEN VACCINATE IN PAKISTAN 
Teams of women volunteers have been vacci

nating and inoculating tl1e children in our pri
mary schools. 

It is quite a big job, now tliat our school 
system has nearly 1,300 children. 

During a smallpox epidemic in Karachi none 
of our vaccinated children died. The children 
are inoculated also against cholera and typhoid, 
which are common diseases in this country. 

Most of the women inoculators are members 
of a Woman's Society in the English-speaking 
congregation of the Methodist Church here. 

JoY HAUPT 
163/B-P. E. C. H. S. 
Refugee Schools 
Karachi, West Pakistan 

BUILDING UP LIBRARIES 
IN MEXICO 

At last I feel that I am getting response in 
the way of some interest in libraries on the part 
of our church people. 

I have been invited to speak at a meeting of 
ministers about the pastor's library-a tlrnme 
dear to my heart. 

The Secretary of Christian Education for the 
Methodist Church has asked for cooperation 
in a program that his department is initiating 
in beginning libraries in local churches. 

LOIS M. DAVIDSON 
(Librarian at the Seminary} 
Apartado 117 bis 
Mexico, D. F. 

"GOOD PEOPLE WHO STRUGGLE 
TO EDUCATE THEIR CHILDREN" 

Saturday was a great day. Three times buses 
rolled into the mission compound filled with 
shouting and delighted children. As the sighing 
of the air-brakes brought the buses to a stop, 
children boiled out in excitement to be back 
together again in Baihar. 

The bigger boys, climbing up on top, began 
handing down dozens of little tin trunks and 
bedding rolls. Nearly 200 boys and girls ar
rived. They came from every kind of home. 

There is Emmanuel Daniel whose father 
works on t11e railway in a distant town. Mr. 
Daniel earns a reasonable salary for India, so he 
pays the highest fee we have ever received for 
one child, about $3.50 per month. That includes 
food , lodging, books and school fees. There are 
the twin boys who arrived with their sole 
worldly possessions-a pair of dirty pants and 
a worn-out shirt each. 

There are children from "problem homes." 
To such, our school and hostel is a haven of 
hope. But the great majority of our children 
come from poor Christian homes of good people 
who struggle to educate their children. They 
want the lot of the next generation to be better. 

R. V. MARBLE AND FAMILY 
Baihar, Balaghat 
M. P., India 

CHURCH WOMEN 
UNITE IN CHILE 

My greatest responsibility is in being presi
dent of our United Evangelical Women in 
Santiago. We are now contemplating a Federa
tion of all Chile. 

At one of our meetings there were fifty dif
ferent churches represented. We have a won
derful Board, with 21 splendid women from 
the churches. 

At one of our UME meetings a Pentecostal 
pastor, who had attended t11e World Council of 
Churches meeting in India, spoke to us and 
showed slides. (Two Pentecostal groups from 
Chile are affiliated with the World Council.) 

We are happy about our Women's Method
ist Federation in Chile, also. It is really going 
ahead with national leadership. 

My sincere thanks for the delight and inspira
tion received from WoRLD Ounoox-one of 
our greatest publications. 

MRs. ETHEL SHEPHERD CARHART 
Calle Callao 2975, Santiago, Chile 

HOSPITAL, CHURCH, AND COMMUNITY 
INTER-AID IN SARAWAK 

Christ Hospital continues to serve the needs 
of all in this multi-racial area. In turn, the peo
ple of Sarawak serve the Hospital. Of the fifty 
employees in hospital and clinics, 37 are 
Sarawakians. 

Our staff also serves the church. Our Iban 
laboratory technician is also our local Iban pas
tor. Our business office clerk is the president of 
the Young Adult Fellowship. Our dentist is also 
an ordained minister. Our maintenance man, 
and his wife who is a nurse-aide, sponsor the 
Chinese Methodist Youth Fellowship. Eight 
of our staff teach in Sunday schools. The lay 
leader of the Kapit Church is also a staff mem
ber. 

In hospital, church, and community, mission
m'ies and local people are working together. 

REY AND NonvIN SCHUMAN 
Christ Hospital, Kapit, Sarawak 

THE BITIER AND THE SWEET 
There are some discouraging aspects about 

our work in the Congo. The destruction and 
looting in some sections make the task one of 
rebuilding almost from tl1e ground up. The 
building program will be greatly complicated by 
the lack of supplies, transportation, and com
munication. 

The picture of progress in the church is 
largely encouraging. Church leaders are as
suming responsibility and are planning ahead. 

BoB AND MumEL WHITE 
Institut Medical Evangelique 
Kimpese via Leopoldville 
Republic of the Congo 

A GROWING CHURCH 
IN THE PHILIPPINES 

The work of the evangelical church in the 
Philippines is growing in strength and in ma
turity of leadership. Each of our institutions is 
making a significant contribution. 

New congregations are being organized in the 
episcopal areas under the direction of Bishops 
Valencia and Alejandro. 

Union Theological Seminary has moved to a 
new site. Philippine Wesleyan College has the 
highest enrollment in its history, wit11 1,500 
students in its College Department. 

The church is exerting a wide influence, not 
only in the Philippines, but also elsewhere in 
Asia. Whatever is invested here in time, talent, 
or money will be multiplied tenfold. 

CHARLES AND ETHEL MosEBROOK 
Central Methodist Church 
San Luis and Gral, Luna, Ermita 
Manila, Philippines 
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Cooperation 
In Hong Kong 

It is heartening to read about con
structive cooperation in the midst of 
Hong Kong's tribulations. 

The New York Times of December 
2, 1962, devoted a special column by 
Dr. Howard A. Rusk to the "realistic 
program of rehabilitation." 

Each refugee problem, regardless 
of size, is tackled with enthusiasm. 
There is effective cooperation among 
local and international government 
groups, voluntary groups, and reli
gious groups. 

Hotel workers are being trained in 
a new school supported by the Inter
national Rescue Committee, the Co
operative for American Relief Every
where [CARE], and the United States 
government. 

The International Rescue Commit
tee is sending new refugees to voca
tional schools in Hong Kong where 
they can become technicians and me
chanics in six months. 

The I. R. C. also operates hostels 
for 400 refugees, and development 
group that employs 300 workers in 
handicrafts. 

A new pilot rehabilitation center for 
adults, developed by the Hong Kong 
Society for Rehabilitation, was re
cently opened. About half the funds 
for this center came from United 
States refugee funds, and the other· 
half from the local Jockey Club. 

This Hong Kong Society, an affiliate 
of the International Society for the 
Rehabilitation of the Disabled, oper
ates a home and school for handi
capped children, most of whom have 
been abandoned. 

The CARE program provides food 
supplements to local hospitals. CARE 
also has a special project that provides 
nets and other equipment to local 
fishermen. 

The story of cooperative rehabilita
tion is a story of hope for refugees. 
Of course more "hope" is needed day 
by day. Of Hong Kong's 3,250,000 
people, about 1,250,000 are refugees. 
Last summer the flood of refugees 
reached about 700 persons per day, 
pouring in from the China border. 

Hong Kong has overwhelming 
problems. But it has also powerful co-
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operative forces at work in the realm 
of aid and compassion. 

One health worker said: "There 
is far too much to be done for us to 
waste our time and resources in red 
tape ... and bickering." 

Freedom of Religion 
In Practice 

The test of pronouncements is 
whether they are taken seriously. The 
Catholic Church, both in connection 
with The Second Vatican Council 
and spontaneously in various parts of 
the world, has made a number of pro
nouncements on freedom of religion. 
But resh·ictions of missi_onary efforts 
continue in parts of the world-par
ticularly _in Mozambique on the east 
Africa coast. 

Recently the Methodist Council of 
Bishops sent a message to the Portu
guese government strongly protesting 
the "continued restrictions" on Meth
odist missionaries in Angola and 
Mozambique. 

The message says: 
"The Council of Bishops of The 

Methodist Church (U.S.A.) expresses 
its concern over the refusal of the 
Portuguese government to grant a 
visa to Bishop Ralph E. Dodge of the 
Salisbury area to enter Mozambique 
and Angola to hold the Methodist 
conferences for which he is responsi
ble and to carry out the functions of 
his office. 

"Further we deplore the continued 
restrictions imposed upon The Meth
odist Church in its missionary out
reach, both in Mozambique and 
Angola." 

We are aware that these restric
tions are government restrictions. We 
are also aware that.the presence of 
American personnel of any kind has 
political overtones. But we are also 
aware that the Catholic Church can 
do much to see that the loss of reli
gious freedom for Protestants can be 
restored. Even a statement at this time 
directed toward the Portuguese colo
nies could be salutary while a stand 
taken by resident Catholic clerics for 
religious freedom could be almost 
decisive. 

By-Products 
of 

Separation 
There is something about separa

tion that stunts the full development 

of a Christian. The other day a Lu
theran bishop stressed the danger of 
the Berlin wall to the growth of the 
church-not the physical gro\Y!h, the 
spiritual growth. 

He said that the wall dividing 
Berlin is bound to "increased estrange
ment and inability to understand one 
another even between people of the 
same faith." 

The tragedy of today's world is the 
many who are separated. The Ameri
can church itself is stunted to some 
extent through its lack of contact with 
China Christians, North Korean Chris
tians, and will be in the same way 
with Cuban Christians. Even more 
stunted are the countries from whom 
we are separated. 

Now an ordinary church member 
cannot tear down physical walls, 
cross parallels, face contact in re
stricted areas. 

He can do some things and one is in 
the realm of ecumenical participation. 
He can, wherever he is, work with 
other church bodies in programs of 
good to all. The more "different" the 
other church body is the greater his 
experience and the greater the possi
ble vision of both churches. 

Perhaps this sounds too simple but 
we are convinced that the more 
getting together there is in the work 
of the Kingdom the more reflection of 
cooperation there is in national or in
ternational life. At least-it is worth 
giving a try. 

A Certain Degree 
Of Chaos 

For a quarter of a century the edi
tors of this page have sat in commit
tees on "serving" the local church in 
the best possible manner. They are 
good committees, stimulating and 
quite often there are a few new ideas 
offered. There is one old idea that ap
pears always-that is that the local 
church will be served better if we do 
not have as many agencies-if, for in
stance, we combined all our services 
under the banner of the Board whose 
representative presents the idea. 

We must confess that at this point 
we get a little restive. Probably 
there is overlapping. Surely the local 
church can have a simplified study 
program, for instance, with some prof
it. But we are apprehensive over let
ting another Board take over the re
sponsibility of educating for Advance 
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EDITORIALS CONT'D 

Specials or for raising money for the 
education of African women along 
with the introduction of a new cur
riculum in the church school. 

It seems to us that there is no need 
to get too upset at a slight amount of 
chaos in our structure. The question 
is-is the work getting done and are 
lives being changed? 

\Ve do need to look at ourselves. 
We do need to cut down, we are sure, 
on all the thrusts (a good word in this 
context) made on the local church. 
But in the review we should not be 
afraid of a slight amount of chaos in 
our structure. The question is not how 
much do we overlap from one agency 
to another but are lives being 
changed, is the work of the world 
church being done, are more and 
more men and women involved in it? 
A certain degree of chaos, we some
times think, can be a sign of life. 

Is the Church a 
Dwindling Minority? 

This question, raised by Dr. Tracey 
K. Jones, Jr., in his new book, Our 
Mission Today: The Beginning of a 
New Age, comes closer home with the 
release of 1962 church membership 
statistics. The Year book of American 
Churches, published by the National 
Council of Churches, is regarded as 
the most dependable year-by-year sur
vey of the factual situation regarding 
organized religion in America. The 
newest edition of the Yearbook shows 
that for the :first time in a hundred 
years the rate of growth in church 
membership in America in 1962 has 
failed to keep pace with the growth 
of population. The decline is slight, 
. both for Protestants and Roman 
Catholics, but it is ominous if it is an 
accurate reflection of a trend away 
from the church. 

Many explanations can be offered. 
Population mobility has increased, 
and many who change residence are 
lost to church membership rolls. De
nominations have not been able to 
build enough churches to keep up 
with the movement to suburbia. The 
solution to the problem of how the 
church in the inner city is to cope 
with the influx of new in-migrants has 
not been achieved. Numbers of Amer
icans have found the answer to their 
religious needs in evangelical sect 
movements, some of which do not 
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report their membership. Perhaps a 
good many churches have purged 
their rolls more assiduously than in 
the past. The urbanization of America 
is changing patterns of church organi
zation and fellowship, and turns many 
folk to pursuits other than organized 
religion for emotional and spiritual 
satisfactions. 

These and similar explanations will 
not reverse any trend away from the 
church, however. The churches stand 
in need of a mighty renewal of Pente
costal power. The membership of the 
churches, including the ministry, must 
receive a new assurance, manifest a 
more contagious faith, achieve a deep
er dedication. We must, in short, re
cover our sense of mission as Christian 
men and women. 

While the growth of the Church 
of Jesus Christ is not uniform, but 
like a mighty stream sometimes swoll
en with floods and sometimes dimin
ished in drought, and while dedicated 
Christians often find themselves as 
they have been from the time of the 
Apostles, a minority group despised by 
the world, there is no excuse for faint
heartedness. 

"Dearly beloved, the Church is of 
God and will be preserved to the end 
of time, for the promotion of his wor
ship and the due administration of 
his word and ordinances, the mainte
nance of Christian fellowship and dis
cipline, the edification of believers, 
and the conversion of the world." 

These Indians 
Have Something 

For any who may be in doubt about 
,the power of the Gospel and the vi
tality of the Church a visit to the 
Oklahoma Indian Mission is recom
mended. This noble company of 
Christian believers, small in numbers 
but great in faith, is making a record 
of progress of which Methodists every
where may be proud. Still lacking par
sonages for a number of preachers 
. and church buildings for a dozen 
churches, still facing economic diffi
culties and social handicaps, these 
faithful pastors and people, under the 
leadership of Bishop W. Angie Smith 
and Superintendent Dewey D. Etchie
son, have made substantial gains in 
contributions to World Service and 
other benevolences and far surpass 
the denomination as a whole in rate 
of growth. Every pastor in the Indian 

Jvlission is expected to report as a mat
ter of course, a substantial number of 
members received on profession of 
faith each year. Last year the net in
crease in church membership was 525, 
with a total of 565 received on pro
fession of faith. Every charge but one 
reported gains in tl1is category. The 
net gain was 5.8 per cent of the pre
vious year's total membership while 
the net growth of the denomination 
as a whole was slightly more than 1 
per cent. Only the Hawaii Mission 
with a smaller net gain but a percent
age increase of 7 .9 surpassed the In
dian Mission in rate of growth. 

Recently the Reverend Joe Bras
well, a Cherokee Indian, brought to 
Mr. Claude Cox, a Creek Indian, the 
:first payment on an Advance Special 
accepted by the Northeastern District 
of the Oklahoma Indian Mission for a 
special project in the Central Juris
diction. This :first Advance Special as
sumed by an Indian group is a part 
of the South Central Jurisdiction's 
program of Advance Specials for In
dian, Latin, and Negro work totaling 
$450,570 annually. Out of their own . 
inadequate :financial resources the In
dians of Oklahoma are contributing 
to this impressive effort in coopera
tion with the Division of National 
Missions. These Indians have some
thing which the churches of America 
need to share. 

The First Hundred Years 
Are the Hardest, We Hope 
This year marks the one-hundredth 

anniversary of the Emancipation Proc
lamation, issued by President Abra
ham Lincoln in 1863. This occasion 
is hardly a time for celebration and/or 
congratulatory pats on the back. That 
many American Negroes are a long 
way from true emancipation (except 
in a legal sense) and full equality is a 
fact so evident that no supporting 
instances are required in proof. 

Progress is being made, of course, 
but it is painfully slow to those in 
need of relief. To the millions of 
American Negroes who were born af
ter the Emancipation Proclamation 
was issued, who grew up, had chil
dren and died-all under conditions · 
of discrimination and injustice-the 
rhetoric of democracy must have 
seemed a bitter joke .. One hundred 
years is a long time. We must all work 
to see that this is all the time needed. 
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" ••• They (traditional missionaries) arc the conscience of the church, reminding all Christians that 
the central purpose of the church is to be a missionary." 

By TRACEY K. JONES, JR. -Dr. Jones is associate general secretary of the 
Division of World Missions. This article is adapted from his book, Our Mission 
Toda)', which is the study book for the Our Mission Today emphasis and 
the church-wide study book for 1963-64. 

BY THE END of the nineteenth cen
tury everyone could identify a 
missionary. Not all supported his 

work, but it was no problem to recognize 
him. He was a white person under a 
higher call to Christian discipleship, who 
went to a distant land, and whose primary 
task was to rescue souls from a perish
ing world. This was a noble view of the 
missionary vocation. vVe are humbled by 
the resourcefulness, courage, and sacrifice 
of thousands of men and women who 
traveled in the past century to the ends 
of the earth. 

The swift events of history, however, 
have forced us to look again at this 
image of a missionary. The mission of 
God's reconciliation offered to mankind 
in Jesus Christ does not change, but the 
insh·uments do change. \Ve are living in 
one of those periods of hist01y when 
old· images are disintegrating and new 
ones are taking their place: 

FEBRUARY 1963 

Two hundred Asian missionaries have 
left their own lands, and churches to go 
as foreign missionaries. 

Many ministers in the United States, 
Latin America, Asia, Africa, and Europe 
are working across cultural and linguistic 
barriers within their own countries. They 
never leave their national shores, but 
their motivation to live among a com
pletely different people is identical with 
that of those who go overseas. Poorly 
paid, ridiculed, often lonely, they would 
not be where they are save for Christ's 
call to them. 

Thousands of Christian laymen spend 
part of their lives in some country other 
than their own. In 1956, over 100,000 
Americans were working overseas on a 
full-time basis: 

"United States Government 
employees .................. 37,000 

Missionaries .................. 28,000 
Businessmen .................. 24,000 

Students ..................... 10,000 
International agencies . . . . . . . . . 3,000 

Another 30,000 men and women were 
in part-time work overseas. American 
military forces overseas number 1,000,-
000. Wives and children add to the above 
list an additional 300,000. The number 
of Americans living overseas this year 
( 1963) will be even higher. In other 
words, the lives of tens of thousands of 
Americans, not counting tourists, are re
lated intimately to other people of the 
earth. Among that number are many 
thousands of loyal church people. Why 
cannot they be considered missionaries? 
vVhat constitutes a missionary life today? 

In the nineteenth century the average 
layman in the church did not consider 
himself a missionary. That responsibility 
rested on a small elite group profession-

<(Harlan Cleveland and Gerald J. Mangone (eds.). 
The Art of Overseasmanship: Americans At Tl'ork 
Abroad [Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1957]. 
p. 27. Copyright 1957 by Syracuse University Press.) 
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ally set apart for that task. Today we 
recognize the inadequacy of such a view. 
Biblical studies have reminded us that 
the Scriptures pay little attention to 
whether a man is a teacher, tentmaker, 
fisherman, farmer, lawyer, preacher, 
bricklayer, or machinist. Rather, the Bi
ble makes it clear that the calling of 
every Christian is to be a witness, a 
missionary, and an evangelist. 

This has not been understood by the 
larger part of the Church's membership. 
:1\fany laymen have tended to think of 
their vocation as making a livelihood. 
The task of effectively communicating 
the Cluistian message has been left to 
others. \Ve recognize, therefore, that the 
greatest single problem confronting the 
mission in our day is the reconversion of 
Christians to a fuller meaning of the 
Christian life. \ iVe have rediscovered that 
at the center of every Christian's life must 
be a missionary conviction. 

Re-examining the meaning of the word 
"missionary" calls for enlisting every 
Christian in a mission both to those 
witl1in the Church and those outside it. 

It is sometimes assumed that there is 
a difference between the two. Actually 
they are part of the same missionary task. 
Every year many within the churches 
lose hope and need help. How easy it is 
for every Christian, either through stu
pidity or ignorance, to wander away 
from the Christian life. Jesus described 
people as sheep. And so we are. Within 
eve1y congregation there are those in 
trouble. The missionary task is world 
wide, but it begins within a congrega
tion. The initial missionary task of every 
Christian is to his fellow-Christian, to 
the person whom he has at one time or 
another seen inside his church. 

It is not difficult to see the vast sea 
of human need within a congregation. 
There are the old, who need comfort and 
friendship. There are young married 
couples who need guidance and en
couragement. There are children who 
need instruction and understanding. 
There are "shut-ins," the sick, the dying, 
who need hope. Too often we think of 
the professional minister as the person 
responsible for meeting these needs. Such 
an understanding is a reminder that we 
are still part of the nineteenth century. 
The task today is for every Christian to 
see his vocation, his calling from God 
as a ministry to others. This insight be
gins within a local congregation as Chri.;
tians in the name of Christ minister to 
one another. 

There are signs of renewal throughout 
the churches as small groups have made 
such missionary concerns come to life. 

The mission includes responsibility not 
only for those within the Church but also 
those outside it. As we have seen, the 
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m1ss1on field is everywhere around us. 
\Ve stand on it every hour of every day. 
\Vhen we recognize this, it is not hard to 
see the vast mission field at the door of 
every congregation. 

As Christians have tended to think of 
the minister as the person ministering to 
those within the Church, they have 
thought of professional missionaries as 
those going to those outside. The result 
is that the local church is seen as a place 
of fellowship of like-minded people seek
ing for themselves comfort and assurance. 
The local congregation has not been a 
missionary training center preparing men 
and women to go out into the world to 
witness effectively to the meaning of their 
Christian faith within an emerging world 
civilization. But this we are beginning 
to see as the task of every church. It is 
as true for local Christian congregations 
in Japan, India, China, the Congo, and 
Brazil as for those in the United States. 

The mobilization of all in the Church 
to missiona1y conviction becomes an ur
gent priority when we see that the Chris
tian community is increasingly a minor
ity. Of all the great religions it is the 
most sh·ategically poised. It is world
wide, which means that within the 
emerging new age it has a singular op
portunity. But its minority position is 
more pronounced every year. The rapid 
rise in the world's population is largely in 
non-Christian areas. By the year 2000 it 
seems likely there will be some 5,000,-
000,000 non-Christians. The percentage 
of Christians today is approximately 
thirty-three per cent of the total world 
population. Unless there is a marked 

change, it will drop by 2000 A.D. to ap
proximately twenty per cent, or one out 
of five. 

The question is not only one of num
bers. In the years ahead we can expect 
to find followers of the other great world 
religions walking the streets in front of 
our churches. One will not have to h·avel 
to India to meet the Hindu or to Burma 
to meet the Buddhist. They will increas
ingly be seen in the United States. 

Dr. Hendrik Kraemer writes that the 
encounter with other wodd religions has 
just begun. All have their interpretation 
of the meaning of the new civilization 
into which mankind has been thrust. All 
will have a word to say. The crucial prob
lem is to help the layman see that he is 
the key to the future effectiveness of the 
mission of the Church at home and 
abroad. Unless every Christian is alerted 
and h·ained to his missionary responsi
bility, the strategic opportunities in the 
next half century will not be met. 

It is important, therefore, to see the 
local congregation not as a place where 
people gather thinking first of their own 
needs, but as one where they are brought 
together for training in a missionmy task 
to those outside the Church's life. 

In the new age we can anticipate two 
types of response to the Christian mes
sage. There will be those who will try to 
exclude from discussion the name of J e
sus Christ or the Church or the kingdom 
of God. This appears to be the mind of 
the materialist, the Marxist, and the 
Muslim. They are different in many 
other respects, but their over-all response 
to the preaching of the Christian gospel 

Methodist Prints, by Harmon Foundation 

"By the end of the Ninclccnth Century everyone could identify a missionary •••• He was a 
white person under a higher call to Christian discipleship, who went to a distant land, 
and whose primary task was to rescue souls from a perishing world." 
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is in this one respect similar. 
The second type of response will come 

from the Hindu and the Buddhist. They 
are concerned not to exclude the Chris
tian message, but to absorb it. \Ve need 
to examine both types of response be
cause they have the same long-range ob
jective: to undermine the claim of the 
Christian that Jesus Christ is the center 
to which all men must turn if they are to 
find meaning within the emerging world 
civilization. 

If the local congregation is to be a 
missionary training center, every person 
in the congregation must have some 
knowledge of those whom he will meet 
outside. 

First, there is the materialist. A min
ister called on a family in an apartment 
house in London. The daughter opened 
the door and when she saw the caller's 
clerical collar said, 'We don't need God. 
We have everything we need." Where
upon the door was shut in the minister's 
face. 

This experience is not limited to Lon
don. A materialist (or secularist as some 
call him) is a person living as if God did 
not exist. He does not deny God. He may 
even say that he believes in some kind 
of God. But when he is questioned about 
what he means by "God," he will give 
many different answers. 

The materialist is a product of the 
technological age. He sees modern man 
conquering the world outside and sees 
no reason why in time he will not be 
self-sufficient to conquer the world inside 
as well. There is a mobility about many 
in this group. They have accepted the 
natural world as it is and are determined 
to bring it under man's control. They are 
often suspicious and skeptical of the 
Christian's integrity and intelligence in 
facing the complexity of the modern 
world. As one said, "You do not have to 
be stupid to be a Christian, but it helps." 

What is the materialist saying? In his 
book, The Plague, Albert Camus writes: 

"'It comes to this,' Tarrou said almost 
casually, 'what interests me is learning 
how to become a saint.' 

" 'But you don't believe in God.' 
"'Exactly! Can one be a saint without 

God?-that's the problem, in fact the 
only problem, I'm up against today.'" 

College students are a special group 
confronting the challenge of this kind of 
mind. In the United States forty per cent 
of the population of college age are in 
college. By 1970 it is estimated that t11ere 
will be 6,000,000 students in American 
colleges. The same rapid expansion of 
universities is taking place elsewhere in 
the world. The Communist sees the 
strategic importance of the student mind. 
In recent years Communist China, even 
with its severe paper shortages, has not 
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slowed down its flow of Communist lit
erature to college students throughout 
Asia. Christian churches recognize that 
tluoughout the world the college campus 
is today one of tl1e most important mis
sion fields. 

No day passes in which Christians do 
not meet persons who think and act like 
the girl in the London apartment and the 
man in Camus' book. Their response to 
the Christian messages is one of indiffer
ence. One reason for this is their disil
lusionment with Christians who they 
think do not practice what tl1ey preach. 
A second reason is their belief that man 
has the capacity to save himself. 

The second group trying to exclude 
Christ from any serious consideration in 
their lives is the Marxist. It is difficult for 
Americans to deal with the Communist 
(Marxist) mind. Our democratic thought, 
our parliamentary and judicial systems 
are so alien from the Communist way of 
life that it is almost impossible to find a 
point of contact. For the Christian this 
difficulty is compounded by the fact that 
tlle Marxist approach to the Christian 
faith is one of denial and ridicule. The 
Marxist sees the Christian faith as a 
monumental lie, a clever fabrication 
manipulated by tl10se in power to keep 
quiet the people over whom they rule. 
The Communists assume that the Chris
tian religion will eventually collapse. 
They see their understanding of history 
being recognized as the center of the 
technological age. 

\Vhat, then, can Christians do? 
What should be the missionary approach 
to tl1e Communist? The following sug
gestions are at least a beginning: 

Christians can deepen their personal 
commitment to God in Christ. Christians 
can identify themselves more with the 
underprivileged. Christians can work for 
change in Communist societies. To do 
this is to recognize that not all individ
uals in Russia or China are hard-core 
Communists. The change will be gradual, 
but it can be anticipated:. 

Christians can remember always that 
Communists are people. Afer the Com
munist Party came to power in China, 
a missionary doctor prepared to operate 
on a party official. As the nurses were 
preparing the anesthesia, the doctor said, 
"I always pray before an operation, ask
ing God's help." As he turned away to 
say his quiet prayer, he heard the Com
munist official say in Chinese, "Doctor, 
pray for me." 

The third Christ-exclusionist group are 
the Muslims. Their response to the Chris
tian gospel is not indifference, as is that 
of the materialist, or denial and ridicule, 
that of the Marxist, but that of distortion. 
Christians experience difficulty in making 
an effective witness to the Muslim be-

cause of the latter's distorted under
standing of the Christian message. 

Of the approximately 350,000,000 
l\foslims in the world, the majority are in 
North Africa, Egypt, Turkey, Iran, Iraq, 
Pakistan, and Indonesia. However, there 
are 20,000,000 in China and they are in
creasing in Africa south of the Sahara. 
There are about 70,000 in the United 
States. Thirty years ago seven out of 
eight Muslims lived under colonial re
gimes. Now almost all are in independent 
countries ruled by Muslim leaders. This 
political situation makes for a relation
ship very different from tl1at in the last 
century. 

The Muslim poses a special problem 
for tl1e Christian. The Muslim's spiritual 
roots are in the Bible. The Koran, the 
Muslim scripture, speaks of Adam, Abra
ham, and tlle prophets. The Koran 
teaches also that Jesus Christ was a 
prophet, and the faithful are instructed 
tliat he was born of a virgin. However, 
there are obvious distortions in other sec
tions of tlle Koran. The Muslim is taught 
that Jesus ' announced the coming of 
Mohammed as the last of the prophets. 
The Muslim is taught also that Jesus was 
not crucified, but was rescued in the nick 
of time by his disciples: 

It is unthinkable to a Muslim that God 
could so humiliate himself as to suffer at 
the hands of men. 

How, then, is the Christian to speak 
to the Muslim? \Vhat is the word for 
Christian American tourists traveling in 
Egypt or for a Christian in the U. S. 
Department of State in Indonesia? Prob
ably the most outstanding Christian stu
dent of the Muslim world today is Dr. 
Kenneth Cragg of England. His book, 
Sandals at the Mosque, has a fresh ap
proach to the subject. The title itself says 
much. To make Christ known, writes Dr. 
Cragg, means first of all to humble one
self. It means we must remove our san
dals and live inside the Muslim's world 
until we understand more clearly what 
he believes. Only where this humility 
of spirit is genuine and constant, Dr. 
Cragg points out, can we hope that the 
Muslim will listen to what we have to say 
about Jesus Christ. 

'We cannot say," continues Dr. Cragg, 
"we have tl1e truth. Sit down while I tell 
it to you. But rather we say, we have 
found in Jesus Christ the wonder of God 
as Love. Shall we talk of it together." 

If we see the task only in terms of 
American Christians speaking to Mus
lims, we will miss the deeper dimensions 
of our present situation. Several years 
ago I asked the bishop of tlle 700,000-
member Batak Church of Indonesia what 
he considered the mission of their church 
in Indonesia, a nation overwhelmingly 
Muslim. 
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Through an interpreter, the saintly 
bishop said, "We are finding that the 
Muslim women are buying the gospel 
tracts from our traveling lay preachers in 
greater and greater numbers. They hide 
the tracts in the folds of their dresses. 
Then at night when their menfolk and 
children are asleep, they crouch down be
side a candle. There slowly they read the 
gospel story." The bishop added, "If you 
can see clearly that picture, you have 
seen our mission in this land.'' 

Several points are noteworthy in the 
bishop's comments. First, the attitude of 
Muslim women is changing. TI1ey are no 
longer satisfied to live in Indonesia as 
second-class citizens, in a situation in 
which, for instance, their husbands can 
divorce them at will. The second point is 
that the bishop had in mind as the mis
sionary a non-white man. The person 
selling the tracts was an Indonesian 
Christian layman. Finally, the bishop 
took it for granted that the responsibility 
for a mission to the Muslims rests square
ly on his church in Indonesia. 

Whether the American or the Indo
nesian Christian speaks to the Muslim, 
the deepest problem is erasing the distor
tions concerning Jesus Christ that have 
prevailed for so many centuries. The 
Muslim will listen only after he is con
vinced of the Christian's humility. When 
that has been established, the Christian 
can say, "Sir, consider Jesus. We have no 
other message." 

The second type of response to Jesus 
Christ is seen most clearly in the Hindu 
and the Buddhist. 

The appeal of Hinduism is that all re
ligions are the same. Most of the 350,-
000,000 Hindus in the world live in 
India, but the influence of their thought 
is world-wide. The Hindu sees emerging 
in the new world civilization a Parlia
ment of Religions. He does not believe 
that the future will belong to any one 
religion claiming for itself the final reve
lation, but that the future will see the 
emergence of a new synthesis of the re
Jigions. Dr. Radhakrishnan, the President 
of India, has presented this point of view 
with a competent and persuasive pen. 
Behind his thinking is the conviction that 
there is no final way, but that all religious 
truth is relative and tentative. The Hindu 
will compromise on everything else but 
not on this basic assumption that all reli
gions are in tl1e final analysis tl1e same. 

Once tl1is point of view is accepted, 
Hinduism shows great creativity. There 
is the way to God of knowledge, the way 
to God of love, the way to God of work, 
and the way to God of psychological ex
ercise. With this point of view it is no 
surprise to find the Hindu rejecting tl1c 
claim that Jesus Christ is the one center 
all men se~k. TilC Hindu docs not reject 
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Christianity as a religion of instruction 
and philosophy. In fact, he welcomes the 
Christian religion as one of the religions 
necessary for the world. In some Hindu 
temples figures of Jes us Christ are placed 
alongside those of Hindu gods. The 
Hindu's response to the Christian mes
sage is to absorb it, if he can, into tl1e 
Hindu faith. 

The Hindu's argument appeals to many 
\Vestern minds. Many in our churches, 
without realizing it, are closer to con
version to Hinduism than they dream. 
What, then, are Christians to do? The 
great Bishop Azariah of South India 
initiated the following practice in the 
baptism of Hindu converts to Christian
ity. After the baptism, the bishop had the 
new Christian place his hand on his own 
head and say, "\Voe is me if I preach not 
the gospel." Thus the new Christian was 
instructed immediately as to his responsi
bility to be a missionary to his own peo
ple. The Church in South India continues 
to follow this practice. 

Hinduism is a world-wide religion. TI1e 
persuasive appeal of its main theme, "All 
religions are the same," is heard on the 
lips of countless thousands tluoughout 
the earth. To respond as a Christian is 
not to try to win by argument. The re
sponse is to witness to what one has 
learned in one's own life about Jesus 
Christ, an experience confirmed by the 
whole history of the Christian Church, 
beginning with the disciples. This is the 
task of the Christian in India and the 
Christian in the United States. Neither in 
India nor in the United States will the 
strategic witness be that of only the pro
fessional ministers; it will be that of lay
men as well. 

The other world-\vide religion seeking 
to absorb rather than exclude Christianity 
is Buddhism. The goal of life for tl1c 
Buddhist is peace. In the kind of world 
in which we live today, this goal has 
meaning for many people. Buddhism's 
great strength is in Ceylon, Burma, Thai
land, and Japan. It has strength also in 
the State of Hawaii. 

Buddhism is an affirmation of man's 
capacity to redeem himself by prayer, 
fasting, good works, discipline, devotion, 
and the love of all mankind. In a world 
of confusion and noise, it seeks peace of 
mind and escape from the world. It 
claims to be a religion that can provide 
an inner peace for mankind which will 
then make possible peace in the world. 
In 1956 on the 2,500th anniversary of tllC 
birth of Buddha, there was in Ceylon a 
floodlighted image of Buddha where in 
big letters were the words, "TI1is is tl1c 
True Light of the 'World." 

How, then, docs the Christian com
municate his faith to the Buddhist? The 
following, as revealed in a dispatch from 

Taiwan on December 13, 1961, is hardly 
the right approach. 

"A devout Buddhist and a convert to 
Christianity got into an argument over 
religion last night. TI1e Buddhist went to 
the hospital and the Christian to jail. 
Police said Mr. Lai had struck Mr. Yang 
on the head with a hammer. Mr. Yang 
was reported in critical condition." 

What is a better way? D. T. Niles, a 
Methodist in Ceylon who reported tlle 
above incident, writes: "Ceylon is a land 
of many religions, and the heart of reli
gion is never laid more bare than tl1e 
way it meets death. \Vhen faced by death 
the Buddhist takes refuge in meditating 
on the nature of death's inevitability. 
Resignation is the keynote to his attitude 
to death. So that when death visits a 
home, those tlrnt mourn, mourn without 
retraint. The person who is dead is ended 
as that person, and tl1e conquest of death 
is complete." It is, tl1en, on tl1e problem 
of death that tl1e Christian speaks to tl1e 
Buddhist. 

Shortly before the Communist armies 
moved into our part of China, I visited 
a small Chinese village, in which were 
ten Christians. Their leader was a thirty
year-old doctor. That very morning his 
wife had, at twenty-eight year of age, 
died of tuberculosis. The funeral was 
held in a room crowded with farm peo
ple from the village, more interested in 
seeing me, a foreigner, than sharing in 
the sorrow of the family. They were aII 
Buddhist. The coffin was open. To my 
amazement tl1e young doctor preached 
the funeral sermon. He took from his 
pockets two eggs. 

"In tl1is one," he said, "is only an egg. 
If you do not use it, it will spoil. But in 
the otlwr there is a small chicken. It will 
soon break out and grow!" He then 
pointed to the body of his wife and said, 
"You see only her shell. But the life in 
her has come out and is witl1 Jesus Christ, 
her Saviour and mine.'' 

The room was silent. The Chinese 
were no longer looking at me. The doc
tor had touched them all where they 
lived. Do you remember Luther's com
ment, "Every man must do his own dy
ing?" \Vherever tl1ere arc people with a 
message of victory over deatl1, tllCy can 
be sure of a hearing. TI1c congregation in 
that village numbered only nine people, 
but the nine were missionaries, and the 
young doctor was their spokesman. 

\Vhat we have said so far leaves out an 
important point. \Vhat about the hun
dreds of missionaries sent by the 
churches into difficult situations in the 
United States and tluoughout the world? 
TI10usands of them labor in the inner 
city or across racial and linguistic ba1Ticrs 
in this countrv. There are thousands of 
them overseas'. \Vhat is the place of the 
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'.'In the ye:us ahead we can expect to find followers of the other great world religions walk
mg the streets in front of our churches." This Muslim mosque is in Washington, D. C. 

"h·aditional" missionary in the twentieth 
century? 'i\Therever one travels in the 
world one will find them. 

They are no longer only vVesterners. In 
Sarawak, Borneo, there are Filipino, In
dian, Indonesian, Chinese, American, 
and British missionaries sharing in the 
missionary task to the Iban people. 

Furthermore, the Bible reminds us that 
there are various gifts of the Spirit. 
Some individuals, we are told, are to be 
teachers, others evangelists, other pastors. 
In the Book of Acts we read that the 
church at Antioch was told, "Sei: apart 
for me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
to which I have called them" (Acts 13: 
2) . 

As we must see the role of every Chris
tian, so must we realize afresh the impor
tance of those sent by the church: 

They may be ministering to students in 
state universities. 

They may be working among migrants. 
They may be working in difficult racial 

situations. · 
They may be sent to the Congo, or to India. 
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They may be Indians sent to Borneo, or 
Filipinos to Thailand, or Japanese to 
Okinawa, or Brazilians to Bolivia or Chi
nese to the United States. 

Wherever they go, those who are sent 
play a sh·ategic role in the total witness 
of the Church. . . 

First, they are the . . conscience of the 
church reminding all Christians that 
the central purpose of the church is to be 
a missionary. To remember an idea is to 
wrap it up in a person. It is as the local 
congregation both sends and receives 
missionaries that this central purpose is 
remembered. 

Second, those who are sent into the 
world become links between churches. 
They provide the living tie between 
churches in suburban areas and the inner 
city, between churches of white persons 
and those of other races. This is true also 
throughout the world . Those whom we 
send to Africa, Latin America, and Asia 
become links of trust and companionship. 
This is not an easy role. Methodist 
churches who have had Asian and African 

pastors on their staffs for a year or so are 
learning both the joys and difficulties of 
rece1vmg m1ss10naries. The younger 
churches of Asia and Africa learned this 
long ago. Yet without these living links 
how can the church be faithful to its 
summons to be a universal community? 

Third, missionaries who are sent are a 
sign of an unfinished task. There is al
ways the temptation to retreat into our 
own little world, to refuse to face up to 
the immensity of the unfinished task. 
'Vhen we see the mission field as a no
man' s land between faith and unbelief 
we can also see thousands upon thou
sands of urban and rural areas where 
churches are so scattered or so few in 
number that they are helpless to act with
out help from their sister . churches. If 
the world were seen as a community of 
1,000 people, there would be 350 Chris
tians in the community. In the part of 
the community where Asians and Af
ricans lived, however, there would be 
only thirty-five Christians, seventeen of 
whom would be Protestants; the same 
ratio would 'mean six Protestants in Latin 
America. This gives some idea as to the 
spread of Christian churches, and why 
some areas are in need of people from 
beyond their borders to help them. 

A new fact of our time is that this 
sending and receiving of missionaries is 
increasingly the concern of churches in 
all parts of the world. Those who are sent 
do not claim a higher vocation. They 
represent all races within the Church. 
They go to work that is near at hand and 
work that is distant. They go to share 
the whole gospel. As they go, they recog
nize the functfon given them by the Holy 
Spirit. They have been set apart for a 
purpose by churches in Asia, Africa, 
Latin America, Europe, and North 
America. They are the conscience of the 
Church; they are the links between 
churches; they are, finally, unmistakable 
signs that the missionary task is still un
finished. 

There is no easy way to resolve what 
appears at first to be a paradox: "all must 
go ... but some are sent." Both state
ments are true. Emerging symbols of the 
missionmy include both ideas. The New 
Testament speaks of a diversity of gifts 
but only one missiona1y responsibility, 
which is on every member. Furthermore, 
if contempora1y history is teaching us 
any lesson, it is this: 

The challenges confronting the 
churches are so massive, so complex, so 
critical that anything less than the re
sponse of the whole membership will not 
be adequate to meet them. Every Chris
tian must see himself or herself as a mis
sionary of Jesus Christ confronting peo
ple in the no-man's land between faith 
and unbelief. 
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I
N :MOST of the countries in Asia the 

Christian community is a minority in 
the vast majority of a non-Christian 

society. Also, these countries in the past 
fifteen years have been going through 
overall rapid social transformation. 
Whether we call it rapid social change 
or revolution, it is a fact that large scale 
social, political and economic changes 
have been taking place in Asia. Our basic 
question and key issue for the churches 
in Asia today is the question of how to 
be a creative minority in the process of 
rapid social change. 

It is a sociological and numerical fact 
that we Christians are a tiny minority in 
Asia. This does not mean that we have 
not been eAJJanding in terms of numbers. 
Nevertheless, ·in spite of the numerical 
growth of the Christian community, we 
are still, by and large, in a minority sit
uation in Asia today. 

Being here in the United States where 
Christianity holds the majority position, 
at least on the surface, I confront the 
question of the 'meaning and role of the 
Christian in the minority situation in the 
total picture of the ecumenical move
ment today. 

Any group and institution, including 
religious organizations, have a tempta
tion to depart from what it originally 
stands for, and therefore is in the need 
of renewal. There are at least three temp
tations I can depict in the case of the 
Christian community in a minority situa
tion. 

1. There is a temptation for a minority 
to be preoccupied by numerical strength 
rather than to think of the dynamic 
quality of the dedicated people of God. 
We tend to consider how to increase our 
number of Christians rather than to think 
realistically what kind of minority we are 
in relation to the world. 

In this sense there is profound warn
ing existing in the sentence of Bishop 
K. H. Ting of Nanking Theological Semi
nary when he said of the Christian in 

· the minority situation in China, 
"Let us not be too sure that we have 

any right to say that we and our church 
are 'too weak' to be missionary. Let us 
rather say that we and our church are 
not missionary enough to be strong." 

The Christian church consists of a fel
lowship of God's people. It is a com
munity of new humanity in Christ. A 
mere fellowship does not make a Chris
tian church. The crucial question con
cerns the character and quality of the 
fellowship. 

2. This leads to the second temptation 
of the minority group, namely it tends to 
become an isolated minority in relation 
to the rest of the world. Especially when 
the world is rough and not an easy 
world, as in Asia, there is a temptation 
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TOWARD BEING A 

MINORITY• 

By MASAO TAKENAKA 

for the minority group to take refuge in 
the religious shell called the church. As 
the Jews in the Middle Ages tended to 
confine their lives in .the specific area of 
society called the Ghetto, there is a 
temptation for the Christian in the minor
ity situation to withdraw from the secular 
worldly affairs. A part of the reason is 
that the world is so vast and so complex 
that it will make no difference after all 
if we take part in the worldly affairs. We 
tend to interpret John 3:16 as if "God so 
feared the world that he gave the Church 
in order that some might be saved out of 
the world." On the contrary, the Scrip
ture clearly states that it is the world 
which "God so loved and gave his only 
son that whoever believes in him should 
not' perish but ha~e eternal life." 

When Christ said "ye are the salt of 
the earth," we must remember that this 
was addressed to a group of disciples 
.who were also in a minority situation. 
No matter how attractive table salt looks 
when packed in its shaker, it is of no use 
there. Refined it may be, full of savor it 
may be, but only when that salt has been 
sprinkled into a plate of soup and is dis
solved by the other elements does it ful
fill its function. The minority church 
must fight against this temptation con
tinuously, namely the temptation to fall 
into Christian Ghettoism, i.e., the tempta
tion to become an isolated minority. 

Thirdly, there is another temptation 
for a minority group, namely to become 
an adapting minority. When faced with 
the nationalistic trend and overt sup
pression during the war, the churches in 
Japan tended to adjust themselves into 
the nationalistic demands of the environ
ment. In order to maintain their exist
ence, they tended to adapt a certain color 
of the environment. Syncretism will be 

the result of the extreme case of such an 
adapting minority. "If salt has 1<9st its 
taste, it will be thrown out and trodden 
under foot by men" (Matt. 5:13). 

Now I should like to think more posi
tively of the special meaning and calling 
of Christians in the minority situation. 

First of all, as a member of a minority 
group we take the Christian faith rather 
seriously and personally. In the majority 
situation people tend to become Chris
tian because of the external conditions. 
They seem to say, "Because this country 
has been established upon a Christian 
tradition, I respect Christianity. Because 
many people go to church on Sunday, I 
also go to Church." They go to church as 
if going to the railroad station on Mon
day. But the church is not the place to 
go but the place to belong with personal 
commitment. 

In Asia, to be a Christian means to 
take a different stand from the rest of 
the society. Rather than because of the 
external conditions but quite often in 
spite of the pressure and opposition of 
the external factors, men and women 
become Christian. There is no automa
tion in the process of becoming Chris
tian. In spite of persecution, men and 
women have accepted with joy Jesus 
Christ as their Lord and Savior. 

Secondly, a minority group is very 
sensitive to the unity in the Christian 
community. In Japan approximately one 
out of eve1y two hundred is Christian. 
Suppose there is a community of twenty 
thousand people in which there are two 
hundred Christians. Practically everyone 
knows who are Christians. In such a sit
uation the world is very sensitive in 
watching the unity and· disunity :)f the 
church. If Christians in such a minority 
situation are divided one from another, 

WORLD OUTLOOK 

' ,, 
rj 
1 ,, 
·I 
!i 

. r: 
~ ! 



Ii 
r; 
i 
I 

if they do not cooperate with each other, 
or even are involved in conflict, the world 
will say, "'Vhy don't you love each other, 
before you come to tell us of your love 
of your neighbor." The church in the 
minority situation is ve1y sensitive in re
sponding to Christ's prayer "that all may 
be one." 

Thirdly, here and there through the 
history of Christian churches, we have 
seen that some of the prophetic and 
pioneering contributions and service to 
society often came from Christians in a 
minority situation. Many prophets were 
members of a minority body. Quite often 
they were the members of a struggling 
and suppressed minority. 

The reformers in the sixteenth century, 
the 'Wesley movement in the eighteenth 
century, were also minority movements. 
Reinhold Niebuhr also once encouraged 
me by saying that "I am also a member 
of a minority group in this country." It is 
a sign of assurance given in the history 
of redemption that God works mysteri
ously in history through a group of peo
ple, namely people of God somehow 
transcending numbers, if they are obedi
ent to respond to His call without with
drawing from the concrete place of in
volvement in history. Christian faith 
reveals that the greatest victory was 
brought to the total humanity by the 
smallest minority, namely, Jesus Christ 
who is the first fruit of them that slept 
(I Cor. 15:20-23). 

Finally, and probably this will be the 
most significant contribution of the minor
ity Christian, there is a peculiar outlook 
of hope among Christians in the minority 
situation. We Asian churches do not pos
sess material strength nor huge institu
tional power, and our number is small. 
We cannot find hope in our earthly ex
istence. Christian hope is the hope which 
is given when the earthly hope becomes 
a false hope. It is a hope given to God's 
neople who come to see that there is no 
hope among human resources and 
achievement but solely in God's redemp
tiye act in Christ. According to the Sec
ond Letter to the Corinthians, Paul and 
a group of Christians in Asia experi
enced sufferings and affiiction. They were 
so utterly and unbearably crushed that 
they despaired of life itself. But Paul 
expresses a reason of hope given to them 
which reflects the peculiar outlook of 
Christians in a minority situation. 

"Why, we felt that we had received the 
sentence of death; but that was to 
make us rely not on ourselves but on 
God who raised the dead; he de
livered us from so deadly a peril, and 
he will deliver us; on him we have 

·set our hope that he will deliver us 
again." (II Car. 1:9) 
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Methodist Prints. by Baba 

" ••• As a mcmhcr of a minority group we take the Christian faith rather seriously and per
sonally." 

Methodist Missions, by FuJihira 

" ••• There is a peculiar outlook of hope among Christians in the minority situation." 
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By LEV;rJS F. ARCHER 

Mr.Archerisaformershort-termmis- Preach1·ng 1·n the new sionarr to Mozambiqne in Africa now 
studying in the United States. 

T HE PIONEER missionary in Africa 
was considered a "preacher to the 
heathen." Even today this idea 

persists in that many modern candidates 
for service still think their major respon
sibility as missionaries will be to cany 
on a preaching or evangelistic minishy. 
Of course it is h·ue that the first mission
aries were primarily proclaimers: they 
went among barbarous, diseased, and 
often dangerous people in order to 
preach, heal, and to convert. Preaching 
is the necessary way, supported by our 
faith, of communicating the Gospel, or 
declaring it. It was through this act of 
preaching that the Holy Spirit was able 
to enter into hearts of the unknowing. 

This "way of the Spirit" brought re
sults. Some heard and were baptized. For 
many it ended here. Others began to aid 
the white man without joining the faith 
-as many chiefs and village headmen 
did. A small minority from among these 
people who heard came forward and 
began missionary service to their mvn 
people. This last group is the one that 
made the role of preaching a valid one. 
For this small group (we must admit 
that) of converts actually had their inner 
selves touched by the Spirit of God 
through this foolishness that the mission
ary preached (I Car. 1:20ff). Only the 
Spirit could make the missionary's mes
sage understandable because often the 
missionary's use of the dialect was itself 
foolish. But by living together a group 
developed that became the heart of the 
indigenous church. 

In modem Africa (the author's field), 
the young church cannot look upon its 
missionaries as primarily preachers or de
clarers of the Gospel-they have too 

·many other tasks to do. Besides, a new 
preacher now serves them-one of their 
O\Vll number. Since the young church far 
exceeds the missionary's personal 
strength and ouh·each, the people now 
look to their mvn ministers as their spirit
ual guides. The missionary is no longer 
the only source of the faith . Many 
churches rise and mature without the 
efforts of the white man, and this is as it 
should be. 

However, it is also h·ue that the young 
leadership's understanding of its task is 
learned from and influenced by the mis
sionary. In fact, many present church 
leaders have grown up under the guid
ance of one missionary. This certainly 
can be a danger, but it was the next 
necessaiy step for the mission. The new 
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leader, even though possibly a mimic of 
his white teachers and guides, is the 
first step in adapting the religion to the 
language and culture in a way that is 
impossible for a person of the \Vestern 
world. 

What is the significance of this step to 
the young church? Does a young, inex
perienced minister really strengthen the 
spiritual life of his people? Even today in 
most of Africa the missionaries complain 
about the lack of understanding among 
the people concerning the meaning of 
worship and its attitudes of reverence 
and awe, and especially the lack of ex
ample and patience among the new 
leaders. The old attitudes of authori
tarian leadership still prevail. So what 
does happen? First, there is value gained 
by the young church. Even when their 
understanding is Jess than ours, a deep
ening of the spiritual life does take place 
merely by the fact that it is their own 
church and one of them is their minister 
and leader. They begin to realize that 
whatever is done now must be done by 
their own initiative; no white missionary 
is there any longer to define and deter-

mine their actions. The new responsi
bility and self-identity leads to a new 
depth. 

Secondly, the above mentioned lack of 
understanding has always been one of 
the human factors in the church. A mis
sionmy hates to turn over a program to 
his undershidies until their understand
ing equals his own level. This remains 
one of the dangerous fallacies of mis
sions. By it, the young church has been 
kept under the conh·ol of the missionary 
-in many cases beyond necessity. This 
is a reasonable argument for we must 
never forget that even the white mission
ary, as a man, is lacking in adequate 
understanding. \Ve cannot forbid the 
Spirit to act through the simpler hearts 
and minds about us ("simpler" only as 
we understand the word). 

Never can any religious leader assume 
that by his preaching he b1ings about the 
desired changes in human life that we 
call conversion or rededication. And even 
though we admit this, it is extremely dif
ficult to act in accordance with this fact. 
Never can a missionary keep the roles 
of leadership from the young indigenous 

.. 

Lewis F. Archer 

" .•. A deepening of the spiritual life docs take pince merely hy the fact that it i~ their 
own church and one of them is their teacher and lender." Local p1·encher Snlnticl Gwmnhe 
rends from 'the Dible in a church in n mine location in the coal fields of South Africa. 
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missio~~rw situation 
~eaders for reason of understanding and 
mtellectual development alone. This is 
thinking in the purely relative human 
terms which deny the spiritual truth in 
preaching: 

By preaching, the power of the Spirit is 
loosed among the. people, and by it 
hearts are made ready to receive the 
Vlord. 

If preaching is valid at all it is the Holy 
Spirit that makes it so and not the ability 
of the preacher-at least this is so within 
the Christian context. Preaching is the 
first act of preparing the heart, and it is 
because of our foolish natures that this 
preparation begins at the ears. "They 
that have ears" we must let hear. Preach
ing becomes the .first act for an entirely 
different event-the entrance of the 
Spirit. No Christian can deny this act. It 
is. as though God were saying that he 
will not be able to work without man's 
cooperation. It is man and God working 
together that brings genuine results. 
When by the power of the Spirit men 
and women "come to themselves" and 
sense themselves grasped by a power 
greater than the preacher's words then 
is the beginning of the conversion'. 

But here it appears that the missionary
preacher himself loses his value. Once 
the audacity of preaching shifts to the 
young, inexperienced church, what of 
the missionary's role? We have now seen 
that the local, even inadequately trained 
leadership has the right to take over th~ 
role of preaching. 'Vhat becomes, then 
of the missionary who originally came t~ 
declare the 'Vorel? Does his role cease? 
Of course the answer is no. Instead, we 
should say it becomes more delicate. 
Even though the preacher serves as an 
instrument by which the Spirit, the real 
power, enters human lives, his role can
not be considered slight or mechanical. 
Truly, the Spirit must be in the preacher 
.first before he can preach correctly and 
get honest results (Acts 1-2). This 
was also 'Vesley's experience. 1Vithin the 
Ch.r~stian context we can ignore the 
ability of the preacher in making valid 
the act of preaching. (However we can
n?t ignore the pilot's ability in ~aking an 
airplane fly.) Remember the interesting 
ev~~t between two of the apostles and 
Pluhp while in Samaria (Acts 8:4-24)? 
It was the Holy Spirit that belatedly 
brought the validity even though Philip 
had preached with great power and 
ability. 
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With this in mind we can see that 
within the Christian context the "fool
ishness" we preach by human tongues 
can never fall into disrepute, for the re
sults are not in our hands, or in any 
human hands. Validity rests in our belief 
that man does not and cannot work 
alone. 

Now we may see a way to answer the 
question of what becomes of the mission
ary-preacher once the young church does 
its own preaching. The new task of the 
missionary-preacher is not, as in the past, 
to preach; nor is it to move on to a new 
untouched area. The present task is t~ 
show the new leadership how to fulfill its 
call to preach and to minister. But this 
~ask demands more than teaching, train
mg, and the act of lecturing. It demands 
the passing-on of the Spirit to the young 
preacher. This is done by contagion 
which is why the new task is so exceed
ingly delicate. This task demands the 
highest and most sincere examples of 
preaching and living that the sending 
church has to share. Therefore the verv 
best preachers that we have' are still 
needed in the mission field. They must 
know the secret of the Spirit and the re
ligious life, and help to h·ansplant it into 
the hearts of the young leaders. Possibly 
this activity will be in a seminary rather 
than under a coconut tree in the jungle. 
It may be in working closely with a few 
leaders in adminish·ation or advanced 
leadership training programs. Or it may 
be in redirecting the older leaders of the 
young church (a huge, untouched task). 
In this, one can see that the new task 
also means the missionary will lose direct 
contact with the common folk. But this is 
necessary; the indigenous church cannot 
always be the child of:t\1e missionary. 

The mission task becomes one of 
aiding the young church in the discovery 
of its own tasks and responsibilities 
rather than perpetuating the missionary 
program with its white leadership. The 
church must be of the culture, staffed by 
members of that culture, working within 
the culture to h·ansform it. But of course 
this does not eliminate multi-cultured 
staffs and congregations. But the church 
and the mission must become one within 
the local church. Nowhere is this violated 
more than by the great number of dedi
cated missionaries supported by small 
groups, foends, and churches. These mis
sionaries are convicted that they must 
preach the Good News to all who have 
not heard before the Acceptable Time 

Lewis F. Archer 

"(The indigenous church leadc1·ship) is 
small and has no royal blood or missionary
colored skin to grant it respect. It must earn 
its way into the cultural church and the peo
ple; and it must have the best assistance we 
can offer as fellow Christians." Rev. Josiah 
Matsinyc preaches in a mine school house 
in South Africa. 

can come to pass. 
This has been an honored theme. But 

in the modern world, it is also an in
sidious part of the white supremacy 
myth. These hinterland white mission
aries give little thought to an indigenous 
church with its own missionary work 
and larger church connection. For this 
group, only the white church has a 
"world mission"; there is no room for 
training up a young church and then 
stepping aside so that the young church 
can take on the mission to its own cul
ture. Many of these missionaries are not 
even church-oriented in their thinking. 

The white man's myth about himself 
is dying. It causes unexpected changes 
even within the Christian Church. As 
our ''' estern concept of missions changes 
to meet the new day in Africa, the church 
itself grows stronger and more truly uni
v~rsal. But the indigenous leadership is 
still sh·uggling with its level of mahtrity. 
It is small and has no roval blood or mis
sionmy-colored skin to .grant it respect. 
It must earn its way into the cultural 
church and the people; and it must have 
the best assistance we can offer as fellow 
Christians. Assisting this young leader
shiJ? to flower is one of the remaining 
"!aJor . tasks of today's missionary, but 
time is not on our side. The young 
church must soon be able to say, ''lVe 
have our own mission and ministry." And 
they must be helped to understand the 
task that goes with the words. But in this 
process we are learning something about 
missions ourselves and our concept 
changes. In this way both the sending 
and the receiving churches become 
mutually sharing churches and fulfill the 
commandment, "Go ... and preach." 
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To the 

Central 

By J. H. GRAHAM 
The achievcmcnt of an in
clusive church is one of the 
great problems facing Meth
odism today. This report on 
proposed solutions is by J. H. 
Graham, a director for special 
fields of the Division of Na
tional Missions. 

JURISDICTION 

THE CENTRAL JURISDICTION is one of 
the six jurisdictions of united 
Methodism. According to the con

stitution of The Methodist Church; it is 
composed of the Negro annual confer
ences, the Negro mission conferences and 
missions in the United States of America. 
It is the only racially segregated jurisdic
tion of the church. The other jurisdic
tions are regional. 

Although the Central Jurisdiction is 
composed of all Negro conferences with
in the United States, it does not include 
all Negro members nor all predominantly 
Negro churches. A cursory examination 
of annual conference journals reveals 
that there are more than 25,000 Negro 
members enrolled in predominantly 
Negro churches in the regional jurisdic
tions. This number does not include the 
Negro members in predominantly Cau
casian churches in these regional juris
diction. A noteworthy exception is a city 
within the bounds of the South Central 
J~risdiction. In this city, at least one Cau
casian member is enrolled in a predomi
nantly Negro church and one Negro 
member is enrolled in a predominantly 
Caucasian church. 

The bone of contention has been that 
the constitution of the church provides 
for segregation at the jurisdictional level. 
Although there are other levels of the 
church where segregation is practiced, it 
is not constitutional. 

Since the origin of The Methodist 
Church, the Central Jurisdiction has 
been a target of criticism from within 
and without. Some have attempted to 
give an answer by saying that this in
stitutional arrangement was necessary to 
perfect union. 

Our nation has resolutely set its face 
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on equal opportunities for all peoples. 
Likewise, The Methodist Church has 
enunciated clearly its . doctrine of race 
and declared unequivocally that there is 
no place for racial discrimination within 
its fellowship. Consequently, the Central 
Jurisdiction has been placed in the line 
of ultimate extension. The question yet 
to be answered is when and how. 

There must be functional alternatives 
to meet the relevant functional exigen
cies. In lieu of the Central Jurisdiction, 
two functional alternatives are herewith 
proposed. 

First: The realignment of the Central 
Jurisdiction conferences in order that 
there would be no. overlapping of the 
regional jurisdictions. (The Central West 
Conference now overlaps three regional 
jurisdictions.) 

In the realignment of conferences, it 
will be necessary to encourage some 
churches to transfer to other conferences 
within the regional jurisdictions. It will 
also be essential to merge conferences in 
order to strengthen them. The realigned 
conferences could then be transferred 
to the appropriate regional jurisdictions 
in an orderly fashion. . 

This plan was devised by a group of 
responsible churchmen at the Cincinnati 
Study Conference last March. It was ap
proved unanimously on March 28, 1962, 
by a group of ministers and laymen from 
the seventeen annual conferences of the 
Central Jurisdiction. This plan was pre
sented to the annual conferences for con
sideration. It was overwhelmingly ap
proved. Hence, the document, "Central 
Jurisdiction Speaks," released September 
1, 1962, expressed the consensus of a 
large segment of the Central Jurisdiction. 

It will now be necessary to invent some 
other pretext for lethargy regarding the 
abolition of the Central Jurisdiction. 

This alternative assumes that the juris
dictional system was the sine qua non of 
united Methodism. It is based upon the 
fact that this system is still a strong 
cohesive force. Of the 2,244 memorials 
presented to the 1960 General Confer
ence, 342 or 15.2 per cent advocated the 
retention of the jurisdictional system. 
This same General Conference voted not 
to change the basic plan of the geo
graphical jurisdictions. Hence, the re
gional jurisdictions seem to have merit. 
If tl1is is valid, it would seem logical for 
the system to be of value for all Method
ists in a given geographical area. This 
plan respects the integrity of the juris
dictional system. 

Several annual conferences of the re
gional jurisdictions have given tacit 
approval to the plan by adopting resolu
tions permitting the transfer of Negro 
conferences into the regional jurisdic
tions. The following is a typical resolu
tion: "Be it Resolved that the---
Annual Conference hereby invites the 
annual conferences constituting the 
____ Area of the Central J urisdic
tion, namely, , , 
____ or any one of them to trans-
fer into the J urisdic
tion, and any such transfer is hereby 
approved upon compliance with Amend
ment IX." 

This first functional alternative ad
vocates the "middle axiom approach." It 
points the index finger in the direction 
that The Methodist Church should move 
but it does not prescribe the cure for 
segregation in the total fellowship. 

The second functional alternative is a 
logical sequence. . 

Second: The complete merger of the 
realigned conferences of the Central 
Jurisdiction with appropriate conferences 
within the regional jurisdictions. The 
first alternative made possible the aboli
tion of the racially segregated jurisdic
tion. This alternative provides for the 
elimination of Negro conferences. Con
comitant with the eradication of Negro 
conferences will be the abolition of Negro 
areas. This will lead to an inclusive 
episcopacy. It will also make possible 
complete itineracy for all ministers. 

These alternatives are proposed as 
creative substitutes for the Central Juris
diction. They refer only to the associative 
level of the Church. The real test of an 
inclusive fellowship must be measured 
by the quality of interpersonal relations 
at the level of local church and commu
nity life. The Church must continue to 
work at the grass root level in making 
an inclusive church in an inclusive so
ciety. 
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Children play outside the community center. Note houses in the background. 

A
NYONE who visits Buenos Aires and 

does not confine his "sightseeing" 
to the guidebook fare of impres

sive edifices and the variety of cultural 
offerings is soon made rudely aware of 
another dimension of the life of this 
modern meh·opolis. 

That "other dimension" is most vividly 
arid disturbingly seen in the proliferation 
in and around Buenos Aires of the so
called "villa miseria"-a term roughly 
equivalent to "shanty-town." These 
"emergency neighborhoods" are charac
terized by precarious constructions (tin, 
scrap wood, etc.) erected by "squatters" 
on vacant lots. There are hundreds of 
such "villas," and a conservative, rough 
estimate would indicate that several hun
dred thousand people in the Greater 
Buenos Aires area are living in such 
"emergency neighborhoods." Obviously 
they present a serious problem in them
selves, but one ought to see them first of 
all as a symptom. 

They are symptoms of a phenomenon 
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By RICHARD CHARTIER 

One of the great social facts of our 
times is the movement of popula
tion from the country to the city 
on every continent. vVhat is the 
Christian mission to these new city 
dwellers? " 

characteristic of almost all large cities in 
Latin America-and, of course, Asia and 
Africa. In an era of rapid social change, 
with the attendant industrialization and 
urbanization, there are occurring great 
movements of population from the rural 
areas to the city. Although in a sense 
Argentina is not a country caught up in 
rapid social change it is nevertheless ex
periencing the impact of this population 
movement. (Until the turn of the cenhiry 
Argentina-a foremost producer of grains 
and livestock-was predominantly rural. 
In 1914 the pattern had changed to the 
extent that the population was about half 
rural, half urban. It is estimated that the 

, 

urban population now exceeds seventy 
per cent.) 

Of the twenty million Argentines esti
mated for 1957 nearly one-half lived in 
the Federal Capital and the contiguous 
province of Buenos Aires. In the last 
twenty years nearly two million persons 
from the interior of Argentina have set
tled in an area of less than 3,000 square 
kilometers which rings the Federal Capi
tal. Nearly half the population of the 
huge province of Buenos Aires lives in 
this limited area. 

The movement toward the Greater 
Buenos Aires area is attributable to three 
principal factors: ( 1) certain sh·uctural 
defects in the whole rural economy have 
produced crisis, disorientation and pov
erty for some sectors; ( 2) the perennial 
deficiency, in the rural areas, of social 
services and cultural opportunities and, 
of course, ( 3) the economic opportunities 
and social services of the urban industrial 
area. 

The problem ·occasioned by the rural 
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exodus and the movement toward the 
Greater Buenos Aires area has been 
heightened by the fact that all this has 
occurred without any plan of urbaniza
tion. The area has "just growed." Al
ready hard-pressed, from an urban de
velopment point of view, the impact of 
the rapid increase in population plus the 
lack of planning has intensified and com
plicated a whole host of problems. 

"Public works" (roads, water, lights, 
gas, etc.) and public transportation have 
not kept pace with the bursting popula
tion. Housing, already in short supply, 
became a critical problem when a rent 
freeze (designed to protect modest in
come families from rent-rise abuses) led 
to a reluctance to invest in housing for 
rent-occupancy. Schools, health facilities 
and other social services lagged far be
hind. 

In this context the existence of the 
"villa miseria" is explicable, if not de
fensible. The "villa miseria" is sympto
matic of the larger problem which has 
just been described and constitutes an 
accentuated manifestation of that prob
lem. 

The residents of the "villa miseria" are 
for the most part unskilled workers of a 
limited cultural-educational background 
who have largely been able to secure 
work but not to command the kinds of 
wages that would enable them to buy or 
build houses or occupy new high-rent 
housing. These squatters' villages are 
their "solution" to the grave housing 
problem. ·c It may be noted here that 
governmental, cooperative and private 
housing programs exist but they have 
not made much of a dent in the prob
lem.) 

The "villas miseria" vary in number of 
inhabitants from a few hundred to 50,-
000. The majority of 'bouses" are of only 
one room, devoid therefore of the privacy 
essential to family living. They are al
most invariably lacking in lights, water 
(a faucet or two may serve several 
blocks) , sewerage, etc. The general pat
tern of life in such conditions is con
ducive to a low health level and social 
disorganization. 

These are "multiple-problem" families 
as can readily be imagined: inadequate 
income (as unskilled workers); poor 
health ( malnuh·ition plus a histo1y of in
adequate medical attention); limited ed
ucation and a tendency for the children 
to leave school (both are an inheritance 
from the deficient or remote rural schools 
and the poverty of many rural families); 
family disorganization and ignorance as 
to good methods and practices in the or
ganization of the life and economy of the 
household; disorientation (a kind of 
"cultmal shock" resulting from the en
counter with a new urban culture); and 
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a marked "normlessness" (reflecting the 
national crisis of values). And all this in 
the woefully inadequate physical con
text ah·eady referred to. 

Some efforts are being made to come 
to grips with the problem of the "villa 
miseria" but one must regretfully note 
that there is not yet any adequate, com
prehensive plan on the national, provin
cial or municipal level. Nevertheless 
something is being done. Some new 
housing developments have already been 
created and others are projected, and 
some of the residents of the "villas 
miseria" are moving into them, but the 
gap between supply and demand is still 
great. 

In the area of health the province of 
Buenos Aires has created a plan of health 
centers for essential medical attention 
and, primarily, for health education and 
preventive medicine. 

In other areas also there are govern
mental plans and programs designed to 
meet some of the most urgent needs of 
these hard-pressed sectors. 

Generally, however, the public plans 
-whether national, provincial or munic
ipal-are inadequate due in part to the 
tremendous back-log of problems and 
the lack of resources for such programs 
but also because of the almost chronic 
political crisis which creates a large 
measure of discontinuity in governmental 
programs at all levels. 

Despairing of solution at the govern
mental level, "neighborhood improve
ment associations" designed to grapple 
with some of the urgent problems have 
burgeoned. They range from a specific 
purpose-for example, the paving of 
streets or the securing of water-to hous
ing development and programs of educa
tional facilities and social services. 

In this context one method or em
phasis has acquired considerable signifi
cance. This emphasis is concerned with 
two related techniques (in both of which 
the United Nations has clone a great deal 
in a number of counh·ies): one is "basic 
education" and the other "community 
organization." The first involves an inte
gated, comprehensive program of funda
mental education involving almost every 
aspect of family life and organization
nutrition, child care, health, etc.-ancl 
the other is concerned with stimulating 
efforts on the part of a community to 
create for itself the organizations-co
operatives, social centers, etc.-which 
will enable that community to improve 
every aspect of its life. These two related 
methods are very promising and have al
ready achieved considerable results in 
some communities. 

Many groups-both governmental and 
private-are dedicated to this dual ap
proach. For example, social workers from 
the :Minish')' of Public Assistance and 
Public Health are promoting "basic edu
cation" and "community organization" in 
a number of depressed neighborhoods, 
particularly in the "villas miseria." 

One significant project of this kind has 
been carried out in the past four years by. 
the Department of Extension of the Uni
versity of Buenos Aires in a "villa miseria" 
in the contiguous suburban city of Ave
llaneda. The program has ranged from 
certain social services offered by the 
University to a comprehensive program 
of community organization, guided and 
stimulated by the University, for which 
many community groups and organiza
tions have shared responsibility in the 
planning and administration. 

The Ivlethodist Church in Argentina 

:is "the hnrn." Sign on building snys 
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Director Chartier and women sort out old clothing 
for repair and resale. 

Boys lcm·ning how to make toys. 

through its Council for Special Action 
decided about two and half years ago to 
launch a program of social service in a 
"villa miseria" in Lanus, a suburban city. 
Operating from a large "galp6n" or shed 
(formerly a wood-drying establishment) 
the project has endeavored to respond to 
the needs of the nearly 2,000 residents of 
that "villa." Following a census of the 
conditions and needs of the residents and 
a· study of the resources available in the 
surrounding community, certain services 
were offered to the community. 

About a year later a neighborhood as
sociation ("Junta Vecinal") was created 
and since that time the Methodist social 
center has endeavored to cooperate with 
that group in programs of community de
velopment. 

Both efforts-social service and co
operation in community development:._ 
were hampered for about a year by un
certainty as to the continued availability 
of the barn and a threatened eviction of 
the neighbors. Fortunately neither threat 
materialized and the work continues. 

At present the social service program 
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includes: kindergarten; tutoring (to sup
plement the limited education offered in 
crowded three-hour sessions in the pub
lic schools) ; recreational activities; case 
work with families; some health educa
tion (and preventive medicine); and a 
modified version of the Goodwill Indus
tries. 

The intention is · that the "Junta 
Vecinal" should-as it is able-assume 
a larger share of responsibility for the 
program of social services, looking to
ward the time when it would administer 
the entire program. 

Meanwhile the challenge is to guide 
and cooperate with and encourage local 
efforts to improve the total life of the 
neighborhood through "community or
gan~zation." Specifically, at present the 
Social Center of The Methodist Church 
is exploring the possibility of a coopera
tive workshop (a kind of producers' 
coop), a cooperative "cottage industry" 
(women working in their own homes), 
and at the same time preparing the 
ground for a consumers' cooperative. In 
more general terms, the problem is to re-

late to the neighborhood at a deeper 
level than a mere program of social serv
ices, and to promote a program of real 
community organization to meet some 
of the basic economic, social and cul
tural-recreational needs of the neighbor
hood. 

A significant aspect of the Social Cen
ter since its inception has been the train
ing of students from the interdenomina
tional School of Theology in Buenos 
Aires and volunteers from the churches 
in this area, in the philosophy and 
methods of social service and community 
organization. 

Despite a considerable measure of prog
ress, the awareness at this point is of how 
little, comparatively speaking, has been 
done and how much remains to be done. 

Nevertheless tl1e project has served to 
express in concrete fashion the concern 
of The Methodist Church with respect to 
the critical problem of the "villa miseria" 
and to quicken the sense of social respon
sibility with reference to the whole 
gamut of social problems in an urban
indusb·ial context. 
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BILLITON 

By RICHARD H. BABCOCK 
Missionary tactics mar change but the church 

still grows as it did in the First Century
one man tells another the Good News. 

Mr. Babcock, a missionary in Indonesia, 
brings us that story once again. 

SUMATRA 

A NEW CHURCH Grows IN 

HAVE you ever dreamed of an island 
of gold? An island where even 
the streams run glistening with 

the precious metal? An island where the 
homes and streets upon which you walk 
arc of gold and priceless minerals? You 
will, no doubt, never find this island of 
your dreams though you sail the seven 
seas over.' 

20 

But just change the metal from gold 

Il11ngk11 is 1111 island of tin 
1nincrs 1111d fi shermen. 
This catch will he sold ns 
f11r away ns P11lcmhani: 111111 
Djnk11rtn. 
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~~~ 
to tin and your dream can come true. 
For there is an island of tin, where the 
mountains and the streams, the shores 
of the seacoast and even the sh·eets in 
the towns are covered with the metal, not 
as shimmering as gold, but perhaps more 
important and useful in the modern 
world. This island exists; it is the island 
of Bangka in the Indonesia Republic, an 
island on which The ~vlethoclist Church 

in Indonesia has just organized its first 
church. 

Bangka lies off the east coast of the 
giant island of Sumatra and though it 
has not enjoyed the classic reputation of 
the fabled island of Bali, it is more than 
twice the size of that tourist paradise. 
Tin has been mined on Bangka and its 
sister island of Billiton in an informal 
way since the earliest centuries of ex
ploration in the East Indies, and in a 
commercial way since the early Eight
eenth Ccnhll'y. The deposits of the 
mineral arc so extensive that Bangka has 
shared with Maiava the distinction of 
being the largest i;roducer of the ore in 
the world. 

In search not of gold, not even of tin, 
but of opporhmities to tell the story of 
the Christian revelation, I recently made a 
trip to Bangka along with the Rev. I\I. H. 
Napitupulu, the district superintendent 
of the Palembang-South Sumah·a Dis
trict, and the Rev. }, fiamv Hon Kie, the 
new pastor of the Ul11 ~fcthoclist Church 
in Palembang whose original home is this 
island of tin. Though not far in miles, 
nevertheless the jm~rney from our city 
sixty miles upstream on the broad }, I usi 
Hiver in Sumah·a's flat swamp country 
takes manv hours. "'e trm·clccl on a tinv 
wooden !;oat meandering slowlv dow;1 
the river past mile after 'mile of jungle 
broken only by an occasional clearing, 
the water becoming wider and more 
muddy as it approacl1ccl its mouth. Often 
a huge oil tanker wo11ld pass us lying 
low in the water. hcavv with newh- re
fined petroleum produ~ts from the .lms~' 
refineries in Palemhang, making its way 
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I
. Conferring together arc (left to right) : Rev. Micuw Hon Kie, pastor of the Ulu 

Methodist Church, Palembang; Rev. Richm·d Babcock, district missionary; Mr. Foe 

Il

l Pit Djocn, local speaker in Tcmpilang; Rev. M. H. Napitupulu, distl'ict superintend
ent; and an Amboncsc Chrislian leader. 

A new convert burns 
symbols of his former religion outside his home. 

to distribute its cargo to the markets of 
Southeast Asia. After customs and naval 
check at the mouth of the river and a 
night spent tied up at the weird city of 
Sungsang, we were ready for the six-hour 
voyage across the Bangka Straits. Sung
sang is a city of several thousand people 
built entirely upon high bamboo poles 
with thin wooden strips woven between 
them to form streets. As the tides rise and 
fall only the tops of trees are visible to 
the inhabitants; they never see solid 
land. A strong :tvluslim center, even the 
women are veiled, a sight rarely en
countered in liberal Indonesia. A trip 
several miles upriver is necessary to find 
land enough in which to bury the dead 
from this sb'ange town on stilts. 

On this boat, the group traveled for four clays from Palembang to Ilangka. 

The swift waters of the Bangka Straits 
cany ocean vessels bound from Singa
pore to Djakarta and Australia but to 
cross them "the wrong way" is to invite 
stomach trouble in such a small craft. 
Though missionary service has taken me 
across the widest oceans with nary a 
twinge, I joined twenty-four members of 
the Indonesian Army leaning over the 
tiny wooden railing suffering what the 
Indonesians patiently call "sea drunk
enness" during those few hours. 

The purpose of our yisit to Bangka was 
to search out a group of Chinese work
ers at a mining settlement on the isolated 
west coast not accessible to sailing 
craft. vVe heard news of Christ being 
preached among them and had had a 
letter from their leader, a clerk in the 
Government-owned national tin industiy, 
urging us to visit them as soon as possible. 
To reach this isolated small town, it was 
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necessary to make a long jeep trip to the 
extreme northeastern tip of the island 
and then take a local 'bus over hours of 
red mud roads wet with the rains of the 
season and holed by the rickety bus in 
its once-a-day trip. 

Mr. l\iiiauw had had contact with this 
group once before and was our guide to 
the small village of Tempilang which 
we approached early one afternoon. vVe 
waited for several hours in the rustic two
room house of i\fr. Foe Pit-Djoeng, the 
leader of the group while the workers 
finished their work in the tin pits and 
returned to their homes to prepare for the 
afternoon service. 'Ve heard the story of 
lo.fr. Foe's remarkable faith . 

Quite apparently the Holy Spirit !ms 
moved mightily among the Chinese on 
Bangka. Just before the Japanese war, an 
aged Chinese gentleman who had re-

ceived education and baptism in a Meth
odist church in Singapore returned to 
Bangka and told of his joyous new faith 
to two young men in a tin town in the 
north of the island. These two youths 
scoffed at the old man until before their 
eyes he was healed of an affliction that 
had been his for years. The young men 
believed and through prayer were filled 
with a zeal to let others know of God's 
grace. They began house meetings under 
the watchful eyes of their Japanese cap
tors during the war. The church which 
has grown through their efforts is now a 
strong congregation in the town of 
Belinju, not related to any denomination 
but serving in an especially remarkable 
way. One of these young men, Mr. Ng 
Oen Djoe, has seen both of his children 
grow up to become servants of the Lord, 
one a pastor and the other a pastor's wife 
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in The J\fothodist Church in South 
Sumatra. 

Hearing of the faith of the Christian 
group in Belinju, Mr. Foe sought them 
out from his home in Tempilang. He had 
for months been suffering from a nervous 
disease that could apparently not be 
cured successfully through medical 
means. He had spent all of his savings 
with doctors on the island. He came to 
Belinju in search of a powerful d11k11n or 
local artist in the ancient magic out of 
Indonesian and Chinese past. Instead 
friends said to him, "\Vhy don't you go 
up to the little church? There is a physi
cian there that is stronger than all the 
d11k1ms in the district." During his first 
service of worship, l\fr. Foe was cured 
and has been praising and giving thanks 
to the Lord ever since. 

Upon his return to Tempilang, l\fr. 
Foe could not keep quiet and following 
the pattern of new Christians since the 
beginning of the era, he told of his faith 
to others. One after another of the Chi
nese clerks in the tiny settlement heard 
and believed and brought their wives to 
hear. The children were gathered into a 
class and through l\fr. Foe the Gospel 
story was rehearsed again and again. 
Mr. Miauw visited them and encouraged 
the work and now we were here to meet 
and to organize a new worshiping com
munity. 

The service was held in the recreation 
room of the tin company office by the 
side of a tin pit. The room was hung 
with a large picture of President Sukarno 
at one encl and a long bar running down 
one side. Cane chairs faced a tiny 
wooden table with a vase of flowers and 
a small wooden cross. The room was 
full; Chinese ladies and their children 
wearing the distinctive sarong and thin 
blouse of the "perannakan" Chinese, 
those who were born and raised in this 
land far from their native China and who 
are now citizens of the Indonesian Re-

public. In addition there were Christians 
from other parts of Indonesia currently 
working in Tempilang; Bataks from 
North Sumatra, Javanese and Ambonese 
Christians from ti1e East. The service was 
in both Chinese and Indonesian. The clis
b·ict superintendent preached in Indone
sian which l\fr. Miauw h·anslatecl into 
Hakka dialect of Chinese. I spoke briefly 
in Indonesian stressing the concern The 
Methodist Church will have for this new 
group. Fifteen people had already re
ceived baptism and five more presented 
themselves during the service. 

During the service a tall Chinese man, 
a descendant of the sturdy Hakka stock 
of South China who have made their 
homes in Bangka for several centuries, 
came up to the crude altar we had raised. 
He wih1essed to the group concerning 
his recent miraculous healing. He had 
suffered for six months past a most vio
lent form of nervous shaking that had 
left him unable to work, to sit, to sleep 
or to eat properly. He had tried every
thing in his attempt to calm the disease 
and had come to church after hearing of 
the blessings that had come to others. He 
said that after he had . been in church 
three times and had prayed earnestly, his 
shakings ceased altogether and he stood 
before us sturdy and strong. There was 
no violent emotion, no wild outcries that 
have sometimes been associated with 
faith-healing. He had believed, he had 
prayed, and his faith had made him well. 
He invited us all to his home following 
the service for he planned to burn all of 
the idols and religious symbols in his 
home as a sign of his adherence to a new 
faith. 

At the home of the new convert all had 
been made ready. ·The whole of the 
congregation followed and crammed into 
the tiny quarters as Mr. Napitupulu 
prayed for strength of faith among the 
new Christian family. There was a look 
of joy in the eyes of the head of the house 

The Yillage of Sungsnng on Sunmtrn's enst con st is built entirely on pilings. No dry land is 
Yisible for months al a time and rain water supplies the only drinking wate1·. 

22 [ 74] 

that cannot be captured in words or even 
in photographs. It was a joy as clear and 
shining, as simple and as trusting as I 
have ever seen. He stepped forward and 
ripped the simple red wooden Chinese 
altar from the wall along with the joss 
sticks and the reel and gold paper with 
the characteristic Chinese characters 
written on it. Taking the whole collec
tion outside, he poured kerosene on the 
lot and as the congregation sang a song 
of faith, while the whole of the village, 
among them hundreds of Muslim Indo
nesians, looked on, the ancient symbols 
were burned to ashes. It was a symbolic 
moment. Something old that had been 
trusted and had failed was given up, and 
something new which had been received 
and lived with was now to be taken up 
in earnest. Looking back upon the singu
lar line of responses the Holy Spirit has 
made to the prayers of these Chinese of 
Bangka, we couldn't help but wonder 
where next the Gospel would be 
preached by this new convert. He will 
not remain quiet; of that we are sure. 

A new signboard was made proclaim
ing the Methodist church in Tempilang. 
Talk went on late into the night after a 
supper of local crabs, boiled jackfruit 
and pineapples. Plans were laid for a 
simple building sometime soon. \Ve 
hoped to get a small pump organ and 
promised to try to order one from Singa
pore. I said that perhaps some friends 
would help us order Sunday school ma
terial. Mr. Foe was given a letter of au
thority as a local speaker of The Meth
odist Church and we promised to come 
as often as we could for baptisms and 
Holy Communion. 

Though the opportunities for preach
ing the Gospel are enormous among the 
nearly one million people on Bangka, 
half of whom are Chinese, we could offer 
only a periodic visit for the number of 
workers is so small. One new community 
after another calls out for help; this small 
nucleus of a church will grow and spread 
bzcause the Spirit is truly among them. 
\Ve have only to remain as faithful as we 
possibly can to God's calling. He is far, 
far ahead of us and though we are run
ning to catch up, there is so much farther 
to go. 

Our little team of Methodist pastors
an Indonesian Batak, a Bangka Chinese 
and an American missionary-continued 
their tour of the island surveying the pos
sibilities for new development. As we 
headed back across the choppy straits, 
back to Palembang and the problems of 
new church development in Sumatra, we 
felt that God had worked indeed on the 
island of tin. Perhaps we shall never find 
an island running with gold, but to find 
an island filled with faith and hope in 
Jesus Christ is a prize far more valuable. 
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Times 

in the 

Congo 

By ANNIMAE WHITE 

Missionary teachers in 
Africa arc alert to find 
the kind of art that ap
peals to their pupils. Pho
to shows a woodcut which 
Miss Dorothy Recs plans 
to try out on some stu
dents in her arts and 
crafts classes when she re
turns to the Congo, prob
ably this year. 

Note from the Editors: 

This is a letter from Miss 
Annimae \Vhite, a Methodist 
missionary to the Congo. It 
was written in July, 1962. 
Although the face of current 
history may be altered by the 
time this page appears in 
print, still our readers will 
find much of interest in this 
account. 

I BELIEVE this has been the most challenging and meaningful 
year of my life. I shall be eternally grateful for the privilege 
of being here at this time. 

There have been changes in the general appearance of the 
country. There are burned-out villages and forests . In the cities 
there are empty-boarded-up shops. The shops remammg open re
mind me of the old-fashioned country stores that canied mixed 
stocks of groceries, dry goods, and hardware. 

One sees wrecked cars all along the roadside--a sight never 
before seen in the Congo. The once-beautiful parks of shrubbery 
and flowers are now more like dump heaps. 

\Ve have had several changes in our places of service, first in 
Katanga, now in Kasai (Province) . 

There have been great changes in places of responsibility. The 
African is always, when possible, in places of leadership, with the 
missionary as assistant or advisor. But we [the missionaries] still 
must teach in the higher schools until we can get African college 
graduates to replace us. 

When we had to tell our African colleagues [in 1960) that we 
must leave the mission work with them for a while, Pastor John 
Wesley Shungu rose to the occasion and said: 'Who knows but 
what this is God's time for testing the work of the missionaries, 
and for testing us as Christians, to carry on the work of tlie clwrch 
in Africa? 

It is a joy to see how the African pastors, teachers, and hos
pital assistants are carrying responsibilities. 

We are truly grateful that the doors of the school have not been 
closed, except for a few weeks, during the difficult time in the 
Congo. We have had a class to graduate each year." 

Our graduates are doing well. Thirty of them are continuing 
their studies abroad. One of our girls is going to Switzerland to 
continue preparing to teach. Six graduates are holding responsible 
places in government work, and seventeen are teaching in schools 
here in the Congo. 

In an interesting course with senior students, I asked each one 
to choose a subject important for our times. He was to do research 
on his topic, prepare a lecture, make a resume of his findings, 
and lead the class in a discussion. Some of the subjects chosen 
were: 

What girls need in schools today; Should Christians take active 
part in politics?; How to help unemployed youth who are causing 
trouble in Congo today; The United Nations and its work among 
us; and How can we help to stmngthen our church?" 

The stt~dents faced frankly their serious problems. At times I 
had to fight back the tears as they talked. Remember, there were 
three different tribes in this group, and two of them had been at 
war in 1959-60. These Christian boys were able to discuss their 
common problems and seek Christian ways of solving them. 

, ~ One of our Junior boys found a widow who was in great need. 
H~ told the other students about her and said that he thought they 
should do something to help her. A collection was taken, although 
these students have great needs themselves. Cloth was bought 
and made into a dress for the widow. Food was found for her. 
The stt1dents pitched in and built her a house. \Vas she impressed 
with such religion! 

Our students are not always serious. They enjoy fun. The 
senior play, Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme, by lvloliere, was hilarious, 
and very well done. 

vVhen our students invite us to an evening of fun in the moon
light, it is always enjoyed by all. 

The United Nations men played several games of basketball and 
football with the students, and were complimentary of the boys' 
good sportsmanship. 

I cannot think of a greater need or a more thrilling work than 
this. If you cannot join us in person, join us in prayer for the 
young people of the Congo. 

•Ecole Secondnire Unie, Kntnbue, Lulunbourg, Republic of Congo. 
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W PROTESTANT 
COOPERATION 

by EUGENE L. STOCKWELL 

TODAY Protestantism in the Latin 
American countries faces three sit
uations which no one seriously 

denies. 
First, the Latin American nations are 

undergoing revolutionary political, eco
nomic and social change which chal
lenges the church to develop a new wit
ness adequate to confront an emerging 
society radically different from tradition
al patterns. 

Second, the Roman Catholic Church in 
this part of the world presents to the 
public at large an apparently monolithic 
structure which claims to offer "one faith, 
one Lord, one baptism" to unify the 
many diverse and discordant elements 
throughout the continent. 

Third, the rapidly growing Protestant 
churches of Latin America present a lack 
of unity which, whatever the undoubted 
values of diverse traditions, seriously un
dermines the witness they claim to pre
sent in the name of "one Lord." 

· These facts are increasingly a source 
of concern to those who would speak in 
a relevant way to the "Latin American 
man." They were much in the thinking 
of the participants in the Second Latin 
American Protestant Conference held at 
Lima, Peru, in August, 1961. This con
ference symbolized, at times in a pain
fully acute way, both the chasms which 
divide many Protestant communions from 
their fellow Protestants, as well as the 
encouraging efforts to work towards a 
unity of spirit and towards a meaningful 
inter-church cooperation. 

The Lima conference was a landmark 
in the slow and hesitant progress towards 
a larger measure of understanding among 
the churches engaged in the gigantic task 
of evangelism and witness in Latin 
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America. It had been preceded by a prior 
conference, of a similar nature, held in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, in 1949. Before 
this there was a long history that pro
vides the setting for present-day prob
lems and opportunities. 

The emergence and development of 
Latin American Protestantism is similar 
to what has occurred in the missionary 
outreach of the historic Protestant 
churches in many areas of the world. 
These churches moved into the Latin 
American nations in the nineteenth cen
tury, transplanting into new soil the same 
denominational differences that were 
present in Protestantism in North Ameri
ca and in Europe. Methodists, Presby
terians, Congregationalists, Disciples, 
and Baptists, to name but a few, set out 
to evangelize Latin America in the name 
of the living Christ. And, as part of the 
process, they endeavored to create new 
Methodists, Presbyterians, Congregation
alists, Disciples, and Baptists. 

Recognition that the varied streams of 
Protestant Christianity need not neces
sarily be in competition was evidenced 
by comity agreements that came into be
ing early in the twentieth century, where
by one denomination refrained from 
entering a given country in exchange for 
similar action by another church. 

Thus the Methodists did not engage 
in missionary work in Colombia and 
Venezuela, where the Presbyterians were 
active, but concentrated on Argentina, 
Peru, Bolivia and Uruguay. The Disciples 
of Christ entered Paraguay, but the 
Methodists did not. In Mexico, Congre
gationalists, Presbyterians and Method
ists divided up the country, exchanging 
churches and institutions in one area for 
those in another, to avoid competitive 

work in any given section or area. 
Comity did not prevail everywhere. 

In some countries several of the 
historic denominations developed strong 
churches alongside each other. Thus in 
Brazil and Chile, for example, both Pres-

. byterians and Methodists were very ac
tive, although not always in the same 
localities. 

To some degree the comity agreements 
have lost their earlier binding force, but 
they still show their mark upon the pat
tern of Latin American Protestantism. 

Subsequent to such arrangements an 
increasing number of new denominations 
entered the Latin American scene with
out any regard for, or even lmowledge 
of, such agreements. Large centers of 
population particularly saw an influx of 
denominations of every kind. 

The strongest push of this new mis
sionary activity came after the Second 
World War, when great numbers of very 
conservative denominations and ec
clesiastical organizations moved into 
Latin America in great proliferation. Such 
has been the tide of "new" groups that 
many areas are Hooded with a great 
diversity of competing churches, many 
claiming that the others are unsound 
in faith and practice, and proselytizing 
among each other's membership. An in
dication of this chaos is the estimate that 
at present there are in Latin America 
from 250 to 300 identifiable religious 
organizations engaged in some kind of 
evangelistic or missionary work. 

The increasingly urgent need has been 
to open up avenues of interchurch co
operation for those groups willing to 
work together in the interests of a more 
unified witness to Christ throughout the 
continent. The very challenge of revolu-
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Over the years there have been some 
very encouraging signs of interdenomina
tional cooperation, however. 

As early as 1916 the Committee on Co
operation in Latin America was estab
lished to encourage cooperative relation
ships. Sixteen councils and federations 
of churches have come into existence in 
Central and South America and the 
islands of the Caribbean. Some of these 
associations are weak and loosely knit, 
but they are increasing in strength and 
significance. 

Without doubt, some of the most en
couraging signs of interdenominational 
cooperation are the instances of unified 
efforts to train the minisby of the future. 
Seminaries such as those in Mexico City, 
:Matanzas, Cuba, and Buenos Aires, Ar
gentina, contribute powerfully to a min
istry that understands something of tra
ditions which differ from its own, and 
which is willing to cooperate effectively 
with sister denominations. 

·widespread cooperative efforts have 
taken place for certain special events, 
such as the evangelistic crusades of men 
like Dr. Oswald Smith and Billy Graham. 
Occasionally some social welfare project 
will elicit interdenominational coopera
tion, as has occurred in the establish
ment and support of some Protestant 
hospitals. 

:Many denominations are represented 
in the World Council of Churches, 
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though throughout Latin America there 
still exists a strong misb·ust of the World 
Council among the more conservative 
groups. Unfortunately, much of this mis
trust is simply based on a lack of in
formation and knowledge about the 
nature and purposes of the World Coun
cil. An encouraging development came at 
New Delhi in the recent Assembly of 
the World Council when certain Pente
costal groups from Chile entered the 
membership of the Council. 

There has been very little in Latin 
America by way of negotiations towards 
organic unity of two or more denomina
tions. Reflecting some talks to this ef
fect in Italy, the Waldensians and Meth
odists of Argentina and Uruguay have 
engaged in preliminary discussions which 
some construe as steps towards eventual 
union. But at present there does not ap
pear to be any likelihood of such a union 
in the foreseeable future. 

There are those wh() raise the question 
as to whether or not emphasis on co
operation might be a roadblock on the 
road to unity. In effect they say, "We talk 
about cooperation to avoid facing the 
more basic question of organic union. 
Thus cooperation ceases to be a stepping
stone to union, but is an excuse to pre
vent union." This indicates something of 
the complexity of the problem. Latin 
American Protestantism has not yet faced 
up to the theological and practical issues 
implied in church union. 

Alongside the encouraging signs that 
appear, there are numerous evidences of 
a rather negative character. Open com
petition exists in many areas, which easily 
degenerates into proselytism among the 
membership of sister churches. Charges 
and countercharges are often hurled by 

one group at another, claiming unsound
ness of faith, laxness of conduct, im
propriety in religious practice. 

In some areas the "fundamentalist
modernist" controversy is still considered 
a very live issue. Conservative groups 
are skeptical, or even fearful, of attempts 
by "liberals" to understand the meaning 
of faith in its relation to social structures, 
political entities, and community needs. 
The questions of faith healing and "speak
ing in tongues" separate groups that dif
fer radically concerning such matters. 

The Lima Conference, mentioned 
above, was greatly affected by the dif
ferences of opinion concerning the future 
direction in which interdenominational 
relationships in Latin America should 
move. Some favored stronger national 
councils, perhaps culminating in a con
tinental Protestant council of some kind. 
Others feared any move in this direction. 
The most heated debates of the Confer
ence concerned the nature of the organi
zation which would continue to foster 
the very kind of relationships that had 
led to the calling of the Conference. 

It was evident that though the desire 
for inter-church relationships and co
operation is widespread in Latin Amer
ica, it is exceedingly difficult for the 
wide gamut of Protestant groups to see 
a way clear to forthright and meaning
ful cooperation, not to mention organic 
unity. 

Yet, for all the problems that emerge, 
Latin American Protestantism cannot re
main aloof to ecumenical relationships. 
Many of its distinguished leaders are 
tremendously aware of the forces within 
and without the church which cry out for 
closer interdenominational cooperation. 
A changing society which is increasingly 
dismembered in revolutionary ferment 
needs a faith in one Lord, proclaimed in 
a relevant way by those who do not deny 
this Lord in unbecoming strife. The 
evangelization of the continent will be 
more rapid and effective if Protestants 
work together in this great task. 

But the supreme challenge to the 
church comes not from circumstances 
outside itself, but from its very nature 
as the body of Christ which responds in 
faith, hope, and love, to the prayer of 
its Lord "that all may be one." This 
prayer calls Latin American Protestant
ism to a great task. 

May the Lord of the church grant the 
leaders and membership of the church 
wisdom and courage in its accomplish
ment! 
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GOD, Who dressed 

the Earth 1n 
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{)eaui'j * 
By ANN BARCUS MINGA 

"' This hymn-poem may be sung to No~ 221 
in The lllelhcdist Hymnal. 

God, who dressed the earth in beauty, 

Hung the stars and moon in space, 

All creation shows me daily 

Evidences of thy grace. 

Guide me in the work I do; 

I would create beauty, too. 

God, who is my source of comfort, 

Refuge for my care and grief, 

When I turn to thee in trouble, 

Always I can find relief. 

Let me see my brother's view; 

I would comfort others, too. 

God, who gave thyself in dying, 

Freeing me from sin and shame, 

I will never cease rejoicing 

In the sweetness of thy name. 

Help me keep my purpose true: 

I would be more loving, too. 
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Method ist Pri nts, by Fujihi ra 

THE MISSION OF 

Method ist Pri nts, by Gamb lio 

Method ist Pri nts, by FuJihira 

''THE supreme aim of missions," ac
cording to the 1960 Discipline of 
The Methodist Church, "is to 

make the Lord Jes us Christ known to all 
people in all lands as their divine Saviour. 
... " This mission does not change, but ap
proaches and techniques must vary. Christ 
cannot be proclaimed in the crowded world 
of a Japanese city as he would be in a Ken
tucky hay field. The mission of the church, 
whether on a campus in the Philippines (as 
shown above) or elsewhere, is to learn the 
gift of tongues so that Christ can be re
vealed to the world and not hidden. Here 
are a few ways this is attempted. 
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THE MISSION OF ] b Ciuw1 
SOME PHASES OF THE MISSION OF THE 
CHURCH IN TERMS OF THE METHODIST 
DISCIPLINE FOR 1960: 

". . . To develop and maintain Christian work 
among women and children at home and abroad; 
... " (Paragraph 1242) 

Photo shows: Batak Church Women of Indonesia. ~ 

"To provide for the diffusion of m1ss10nary in
formation . . . and the use of missionary audio
visual materials in the church. " (Paragraph 
257-No. 1 

Photo shows: Woman listening to radio, Southeast Asia • 
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" .. The promotion of social and settle
ment work, " (Paragraph 1221, 12th 
line ) 

Photo shows: Girl practicing clarinet at H ender
son Settlement, Frakes, Ky. 

~ " .. . To organize ... local church so
~ cieties for youth . .. " (Paragraph 1241-1 ) 

Photo shows: -Methodist Youth F ellowship out
door mee ting in Nome, Alaska. 

Photo1 By FuJlhlra : Methodl1t Minion• 
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The mission of the church is to people, 
both in their individual and ocial 
roles. Missionary effort is a varied as is 
mankind. It must include people as 
different as those shown here and 
all others. 

Mothodlat Prlnlt, by FuJlh lrt 

poor Indian peddler in Bolivia. 

oung Rhod i n 
in an Afri truggling to be fr • 

chur h .,.orker 
~i iting migrant {armen in ew M xi o. 

•ltll, Jr. 

\ hoot t •<"h r in 'ill 1 an P 1.,.l n. 
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Seward's Wesleyan: 

Wesleyan Hospital 

BESIDES Jesse Lee Home for Chil
dren, 0 the '"'oman's Division of 
Christian Service operates an

other institution in Seward, Alaska
W esleyan Hospital for Chronic Diseases. 

vVesleyan Hospital was opened on July 
1, 1958, in a modern two-story building 
which had been the nurses' residence of 
the Seward Sanatorium, formerly owned 
and operated by the '"'oman's Division. 
After the Sanatorium closed, the Division 
remodeled the nurses' home to meet hos
pital standards. It is located next to 
Seward General Hospital. Forest-filled 
mountains rise behind it. 

· 'Vith its attractive reception room, 
office with a fireplace and reading 
corners, and light, cheerful rooms, the 
hospital reflects an atmosphere of warmth 
and homelikeness. 

It can accommodate thirty-two pa
tients. The rooms are painted in pastel 
shades of yellow, pink, blue, turquoise, 
and their windows look out upon the 
forest green of spruce, fir, and alder. 

Off the cosy dining room, which is just 
beyond the reception room, there is a 
new stainless steel equipped kitchen. 
Last 1fay the hospital began to do its 
own cooking. Previously it had received 

0 See story of Jesse Lee Home in January 
196:3 issue of VlonLD OUTLOOK. 
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meals from Seward General Hospital 
next door. 

Facilities and equipment are of the 
finest, including the X-ray and b·eatment 
rooms. Funds from the Ford Foundation 
made possible the installation of a steri
lizer and water distiller last year. 

Throughout the building are evidences 
of extra thought for patients' comfort and 
convenience, such as the telephone 
booths on both floors , the record-player 
and records in one hall. In the base
ment recreation room there are plenty 
of books and games, -and a television 
given by the American Legion Auxiliary 
of Seward. A film is shown once a week. 

Headed by Dr. E.W. Gentles, medical 
director and administrator, vVesleyan 
Hospital is making a contribution to the 
community and the State of Alaska out 
of proportion to its size. It is the only 
hospital in Alaska where white and other 
non-native patients with tuberculosis can 
be cared for. Measure this fact against 
Alaska's huge proportions-when placed 
over the map of the original 48 states, 
Alaska covers '"'isconsin, Illinois, Minne
sota, Iowa, and part of Missouri, parts of 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, 
all but a corner of Kansas, with the 
Aleutians b·ailing down across Oklahoma, 
the Texas Panhandle, and along the 

NEW 

LEASE 

ON 
LIFE 

by AMY LEE 

Against venerable mountains of Sewai·d 
stands modern W cslcyan Hospital for 
Chronic Diseases, owned and operated by 
the Woman's Division of Christian Service. 

southern edge of New Mexico, Arizona, 
and up the California coast toward San 
Francisco; the state's tail-like southeast
ern strip reaches from the southern tip of 
Illinois across Kentucky, through eastern 
Tennessee and a tip of North Carolina, 
and between South Carolina and Georgia 
to the coast. 

The hospital staff of seventeen, includ
ing five full-time nurses, one part-time 
nurse, and two nurses' aides, help the 
hospital to achieve its goals: restoring 
patients medically and returning them to 
their families and communities as con
tributing members of society. 

One especially appreciated person in 
the patients' lives is Mrs.Jane Kesselring, 
the hospital's medical social worker. She 
is a comforting person to talk to, and one 
to whom patients can turn for help in 
personal and financial problems. 

"It is part of my work to see that the 
patients have funds," she explained. 
"Many middle-aged and older men are 
without funds. Some are under the 
Alaska Department of Health and 'Vel
fare. I am the go-between for the pa
tients and various agencies." 

The hospital is owned and operated 
by the 'Voman's Division, but hospitali
zation costs for patients are assumed by 
both the Division and the Alaska De-
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parnnent of Health and Welfare. In ad
dition, money comes from patients' own 
private resources, in many cases insur
ance benefits. 

The \~'oman's Division, through its 
building, equipment, and financial con
tribution, assures the maintenance of this 
vital hospital service to Alaska people. 

The hospital's 1961-62 annual report 
points out that in the past year the hos
pital also received donations of money 
and gifts from local townspeople and 
other individuals and "in particular from 
different vVoman' s Societies of Christian 
Service throughout the entire country ... 
we are most appreciative of the thoughts 
and sacrifices that have gone into the 
gifts we have received-this is what 
makes our work possible." 

Meeting the spiritual needs of patients 
is just as much a concern of \~T esleyan 
Hospital as meeting their physical needs. 
The hospital's chaplain, the Reverend 
Ted Townsend of Seward Methodist 
Church, gives a large share of his time 
to this ministry. At Christmas he and 
the other Seward ministers cooperate in 
holding appropriate religious services 
and arranging for singing groups to visit 
the hospital. 

Significant as they are, statistics and 
descriptions do not tell the whole hos
pital story, by any means. Perhaps the 
most revealing glimpses of hospital life 
are caught in the news items in the 
Petticoat Gazette. 

The Gazette is a mimeographed paper 
published every Thursday by the Seward 
Business and Professional \Voman's Club. 
\Vith the thoroughness of a metropolitan 
daily it covers Seward from clocks to 
mountain peaks, from salmon in the bay 
to moose in the forests, and through its 
news columns the patients of Wesleyan 
Hospital keen in touch with the com
munity, and the community with them. 

Here are a few Wesleyan Hospital 
news items from one of last summer's is
sues, si)!ned by "Your Reporter, Mary 
McClane": 

"We all miss our 10-year-old, Chris 
Thornlow, who was transferred to Provi
dence Hospital in Anchorage a few days 
ago. 

"Little Mary Lou Nicholson is so dis
appointed at the end of our weekly 
movie, she doesn't want it to end. Her 
brother, Eddie, with Mrs. Nielson, one 
of our nurses, made the rounds qne day 
and visited each one of us. ' 

"Mary Nicholson often visits her two 
little ones, and helps the nurses by feed
ing Eddie before she herself sits down 
to eat. 

"Betty Hall would be very happy if 
she could get a guitar and a pick, and 
we'd love to have some 'live music' now 
and then. 
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"Ted Hall says he's been here three 
weeks already and feels a lot better and 
looks much better, too. 

"Jack Petaja sings songs in both Rus
sian and Aleut, he gave us a rendition 
in Russian the other night that had a 
right snappy tune. 

"Ole Wick walks up and down the 
length of the hall for exercise when he 
isn't writing letters or listening to rec
ords. 

"We really enjoyed the silver salmon 
which Phil D11rant donated a.ncl the hali
b11t given to us by Ole Larsen." 

The hospital's location in Seward, often 
called the Switzerland of Alaska, drew 
this observation by Dr. Gentles in the 
annual report: 

"Although Seward is a small commu
nity, this has proved to be an asset inso
far as the patients are concerned for, as 
you know, the treatment of tuberculosis 
is not accomplished in a few days but 
often extends over periods of months. 
Thus, with both church and civic groups 
taking an interest in the work of the 
hospital, the patient does not feel lost 
or forgotten." 

Seward, like most towns, has its de
tractors as well as its boosters. To the 
outsider it would seem that a town with 
two such fine church-sponsored institu
tions as Jesse Lee Home and Wesleyan 
Hospital is more on the side of the 
angels than not. 

One who holds this conviction is the 
new city manager of Seward, Mr. J. W. 
(Bill) Harrison, a Methodist layman. 

An Oklahoman recently come to 
Seward from the Texas state comptrol
ler's office in Austin, Mr. Harrison seems 
to have a Texas-eye view of Seward's 
assets and potential. 

Interviewed in his office in the State 
of Alaska and City . of Seward Office 
Building, he had not a discouraging 
word to say-except for possible "gold" 
seekers thinking to come to Seward for 
selfish gain. 

"There is plenty of opportunity for 
people who want to come to serve," he 
stated, "but not for those who want to 
make money. We have had eriough of 
those. \Ve want family men with a good 
sense of responsibility to settle here and 
build up the city and the area." 

Asked about business opporhmity in 
this 1,800-population seaport town on 
Resurrection Bay, Mr. Harrison named 
several services that could be started im
mediately-a car wash, a laundromat, 
marinas for pleasure boats, and a boat 
rental service. 

"In one h·avel guide," he remarked, 
'boats are listed for rent in Seward, but 
there are none for rent." He· sees boat 
rentals as a sure lure for fishermen. 

"Fishing is a big thing here-and can 

Wesleyan Hospital 

Dr. E. W. Gentles, medical director and ad
ministrator, takes thought for patients' 
physical needs. 

be bigger." In this he sees side benefits 
for Seward's economy. "Families come 
down to fish," he explained, "and may 
want to shop, too. 

"Most tourists come in to Seward well 
supplied with food and necessities. But 
that is not necessary. They can buy 
everything they need and find accom
modations along the way and here in 
town." 

Mr. Harrison also has encouraging 
words for those apprehensive about 
Alaska's high cost of living. 

"People talk about high food prices," 
he said, "but those are the prices on 
first-grade products. Remember, when 
stores in the 'lower 48' run specials, those 
specials are on third-grade quality. 

"We pay the same rent for our house 
here in Seward that we paid in Austin
$150 a month. The heating bill is $50 a 
m.onth. But in Austin air-conditioning 
brought our electric bill up to $50. 

"Seward is a fine place in which to 
bring up children," he stated. "Criminal 
activity here is near zero. Distances in 

. Alaska are too great to make escape ·easy 
for criminals. 
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The Reverend Ted Townsend of Sewanl 
Methodist Church leads a service of 
worship. 

Little Mary Lou Nicholson ancl he1· 
brother Eddie receive loving care from 
Nurse Edith Hough. 

"And here in Alaska we have the 
greatest opportunity for self-government. 
Alaska has a good constitution. The peo
ple are developing their own govern
ment. If the borough movement takes 
hold, it will be a good opportunity for 
sound political growth." 

Mr. Harrison did admit that alcohol
ism is "our No. 1 problem," unemploy
ment and isolated living contributing to 
it. But that, too, is being attacked by 
the church and other agencies. 

"In our fight against alcoholism," he 
said, "we can feel encouraged by what 
our Wesleyan Hospital has accomplished 
in the fight against tuberculosis." 

These statistics from the hospital's 
1961-62 annual report bear out Mr. Har
rison's recognition of the hospital's good 
record: "Since July of 1958, 125 patients 
have been admitted, 109 have been dis
charged, and 12 have expired. The 
majority . . . [were] admitted for the 
treatment of tuberculosis, others for the 
treatment of chronic disease, and still 
others have been b·ansferred from a rest 
home for short periods with the coopera
tion of the State Welfare Department." 

FEBRUARY 1963 
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Deaconesses now-1\lary 
Lou Hutchinson, training 
for social group work; 
l\lary Lou Moore, training 
for educational work; Vir
ginia l\1iller, Town and 
Count1·y worker; Phoebe 
Reynolds, training for ed
ucational work; Bessie 
Conner, Town and Coun
try worker; Janice Classon, 
social group worker. Pho
to taken at Scarritt Col
lege, Nashville, Tennessee, 
summer of 1962, during 
Deaconess Orientation Pro
gram. 

BECAUSE we recognize that we have 
one church with one program and 
one mission," said Miss Mary 

Lou Barnwell, Executive Secretaiy of the 
Commission on Deaconess 'Vork, in a 
recent interview, "we are striving to en
large horizons and thus equip our dea
conesses for more effective service. 

"For instance, we have just completed 
our first deaconess exchange program. 
Miss Jean Miller, a deaconess from Eng
land, served in the United States for a 
year, studying at Scarritt College and 
working both at West End Church and 
the Bethlehem Center in Nashville. 

"In exchange, Miss Betty Lctzig, one 
of our deaconesses, spent nine months 
serving at Kingsway Hall Mission in 
London in a program of visitation, three 
months traveling and observing 
deaconess homes in Holland, Denmark 
·and Germany as well as our :Methodist 
work in Italy. 

"\Ve plan to conduct a similar ex
change program once each quadrennium. 
Our next exchange will probably involve 
a country overseas where The .Methodist 
Church has missionary work-Southern 
Rhodesia or the Philippines, perhaps." 

How fruitful was this Brst exchange? 
Miss Barnwell shared the reports. 

T can :rvlillcr wrote: 
"If what this year gave to me could 

be reduced to as few words as possible, 
these words would be a deeper under-
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Scarritt College 

By ELEANOR PRESTON CLARKSON 

standing through an enlarged horizon. 
I went to school, to University, and to 
College in company with those of my 
own colour and culture. I come to Scar
ritt, and my friends, suddenly, are from 
India, Japan, Korea, South America, and 
from so many other places as well as 
from different parts of the United States. 
This makes for infinite richness. One 
realizes how astonishingly alike we 
human beings arc the world over, al
though thousands of miles may separate 
our respective birthplaces. The angle 
of the eyes, the colour of the skin, the 
language that is native-the person who 
sits next to you at Scarritt dining table 
may be poles apart from you in each of 
these particulars, and yet in all likelihood 
you arc only conscious that this is the 
student from India whose sense of 
humour so matches your own, the girl 
from South America whose problems arc 
so like your own, the boy from Japan 
whose radiant happy spirit is a continual 
challenge to you." 

Betty Lctzig said: 
"The Methodist Church in England is 

so verv different from ours it is hard to 
make ;ny valid comparisons. Many more 

of their deaconesses than ours, for in
stance, serve as supply pastors. The 
others for the most part are engaged in 
social work. 

"Only 7% of the people in England 
profess to be members of any church, an 
indication that many have no sense of 
need of the church. However, a change 
is developing. 

"I came home with a whole new ap
preciation of the situation there and 
here. I feel a challenge to work very hard 
indeed to keep our church from reach
ing the place where it has nothing to 
say to the people. 

"Of my European experience I'd say 
that I was most impressed with what 
the Italian church is trying to do as well 
as with the present attitude of its mem
bers. They want only what they them
selves can support." 

"Another way in which we are trying 
to enlarge horizons," Miss Barnwell con
tinued, "is to make it possible for at 
least a few dc.>aconcsscs to spend their 
sabbatical leave in mission stations over
seas. This would mean not neccssarilv 
filling in for a missionary on furlough 
in the United States, but in making a 
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1 special contribution of some sort. 
"Four deaconesses are so engaged in 

this year 1962-3. Miss Bessie Estep is 
working on a health program in Malaya; 
:Miss Lois Marquart is helping Miss 
:Michiko Tonegawa (who incidentally, 
had training both in :Manila and in the 
USA) develop a rural church and com
munity program in northern Japan; Miss 
Frieda J\forris is assisting at a social 
center in Korea; Miss Adair Myer is on 
the staff of a social center in Manila." 

At Miss Barnwell's suggestion, we 
wrote to Miss Lucy Gist, one of the first 
deaconesses from the United States to 
participate in the overseas sabbatical 
program. She spent two years at a social 
center in Inchon, Korea, and is now 
serving at Bethlehem Center in Char
lotte, N. C. 

Miss Gist replied: 
"I am highly in favor of continuing the 

program of sending a deaconess over
seas during her sabbatical. She can well 
use the experience in recruiting for the 

, mission program of our church, for she 
can speak from first-hand experiences. 
To me, it is of great value to be able to 
talk of both home and foreign missions 
to interest our young people in serving 
the church. 

"To work with the people of Korea, 
who are so fine, was a great opportunity. 
I feel I gained much in the real meaning 

I
! of Christian fellowship, to be able to 

feel a part of a group even though not 

I
I. speaking the language. In spite of this 

language barrier, we did some building I -adding a class-gameroom, a garage, a 

I Korean-western kitchen. vVe developed 
a chapel time to which our students 

I
. brought their mothers. Many of these 
I have since joined the church. vVe were 

able to reach out into the teen-age world 
and have a youth night once a month
planned by them. 

"It is hard to know what one really 
adds to a program, but we tried to 
emphasize the fact that we were a 
Christian community center. vVe worked 
on all the plans together. We had a read
ing club meeting once a week to discuss 
a book all had read that week. We had 
the finest choir in the city of Inchon. 

"I know that I am able to do my work 
better here after having my time in 
Korea. The two centers are so much alike 
that it is amazing. Needs and opportu
nities are much alike, too. I am indeed 
thankful for Korea." 

Miss Barnwell also spoke of the com
prehensive workshop on international af
fairs, now required for all candidates for 
deaconess, which was instituted in 1958. 
Deaconesses in active service are also 
being invited to participate as space per
mits, so that all will have had this op
portunity within the next few years. 

Forty deaconesses spend four days in 
New York City and four clays in 'Vash
ington. In New York they devote two or 
three days to a seminar on the United 
Nations and receive briefings on the 
work of the National Council of 
Churches and the ''7orld Council of 
Churches. In Washington, they hear in
terpretations of foreign policy (on what
ever emphasis the leaders of the group 
select) by the appropriate personnel in 
the State Department, attend sessions of 
Congress, observe at least one Congres
sional committee at work, have personal 
interviews, each with her own Congress
man. In addition, they visit our Meth
odist Board of Christian Social Concerns, 
the Commission on Chaplains, Sibley 
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Miss. Doris Illoomster, visiting the literature clisplny nt the l\'lcthoclist Ilonrd of Missions 
in the lnterehureh Center, New York City. Miss Illoomster is n deaconess who is presently 
serving ns a teacher in the Nnvnjo Methodist Mission School, Farmington, New Mexico. 
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Hospital, American University and Wes
ley Seminary. 

Some significant results of these ex
periences may be gleaned from letters 
and comments. One deaconess said she 
had never been politically minded be
fore, but now she felt she couldn't be a 
Christian and not be concerned about 
politics. 

Another wrote: 
"As a worker for the church, I feel that 

I have a much greater awareness of the 
role of the church in international affairs 
and the need to be able to interpret this 
role to others in the local church as well 
as in other situations." 

One deaconess set up a series of 
"at homes" at the request of the people 
in her community to tell about her ex
periences. Another-a dean of women
is setting up similar convocations for the 
students of her school. Still another has 
given illustrated talks to students, faculty 
and other local groups in her community. 

An expanded orientation program for 
deaconess candidates was begun in the 
summer of 1962 on the campus of Scar
ritt College. This first five-week effort 
brought together 20 b'ainees from Scar
ritt and National College in Kansas City, 
giving them an opportunity to become 
better acquainted with each other, the 
program, and the possibilities. 

They studied the Bible and Protestant 
theology, participated in a series of sem
inars on special concerns such as the 
nature and mission of the church, the 
implications of deaconess work, under
standing the organization and sh·ucture 
of The Methodist Church, and the role 
of the church in a changing world. 

A similar h·aining session will be con
ducted every two years. 

What of the future? 
"'Ve are in the peak of retirements 

now from the somewhat greater number 
of deaconesses we had when there were 
not so many vocational opportunities 
for women," Miss Barnwell said. "Thus, 
we will need to redouble our efforts to 
gain recruits. However, I have every con
fidence that we will meet our goal of 75 
new deaconesses before this 75th year 
of deaconess work draws to a close, for 
a heartening number of applications are 
already in process. 

"The church at large has not always 
been fully informed of the opportunities 
for service as a deaconess. vVhen there 
is no awareness, there can be no inspira
tion, no response. 

"However, persons of real ability and 
adequate training are coming into the 
program now. Almost eve1y applicant 
already has or is about to secure a bach
elor's degree. Further, a significant mnn
ber of US-2's have applied for full-time 

. " service. 
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It is no news that prisons do not, as 

a rule, develop souls. But there are 

some prisons that do try, at least, to de

velop the possibilities in personality. One 

of these is the Bedford Hills Reformatory 

at Bedford Hills, New York. 

36 

The prison altar is being 
decorated by prisoners. 
l\lrs. Yan Rennsclaer, n 
lo\\TISwo111an, is gh·ing ad
''ice on flower arrange
ment. 

A supervisor looks over an 
abundant garden approv
ingly. 
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Persons of 

RECENTLY the Bedford Hills Garden ~ Club gave an anniversary party for the 
women imprisoned in the State Prison in the 
town. The occasion was the fifth anniversary of 
the Friendship Garden Club. 

Narcotics addicts, women convicted of 
murder, manslaughter, and other crimes have 
built a happier life during their incarceration 
at the Prison by raising their own garden plots. 

i\fay, a young woman who has specialized 
in stealing wallets from men's pockets in New 
York, said that she never knew before now 
that she could make beautiful things grow 
from the earth. 

A drug addict walked proudly through 
rows of . corn, tomatoes, radishe;, and wax 
beans, exclaiming that she had planted, ferti-
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SPECIAL needs 

lized, and weeded all these plants with her 
own hands. 

·Even the prison building has been glorified 
with window boxes. The girls mow the lawn, 
and keep the grounds in shape. 

Lovia, serving a life sentence for a murder 
upstate, was exultant about the begonias, 
grape ivy, violets, and philodendron grown in 
her dormitory room. "I grew them, and they 
help make my room a real home," she declared. 

The flower project is a two-way project. 
The women of the town, church women and 
garden club members, have had their sym
pathies deepened, and their viewpoints sharp
ened as they have helped in the project at the 
prison. 

FEBRUARY 19G3 

Rocks scp:wate each gm·den as g1·cen 
leaves start to sprout in a new 
garden. 

Boxes planned and cared for by 
inmates beautify prison windows. 

An inmate fills 
he1· roon1 with 
plants and flowers 
of nil the vnricties 
she could foul. 
"They help make 
n1y roont n 
home," she says. 
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By CHRISTINE N. JONES 

TRAVELERS on the way to Emmaus 
these days are usually surprised to 
see standing high near the road a 

large stone school building less than a 
mile from that place of pilgrimage. If 
they could only know, that building de
serves more than a passing glance for it 
is a monument to the frontier village 
people from seven surrounding villages, 
all of whom lost much land during the 
partition of Israel and Jordan in 1948 
yet who are determined to secure a 
better life for their children. 

It is the Arab equivalent of the Amer
ican consolidated school, and achieve
ment of the local people financed by 
them from village taxes and loans which 
they are presently repaying. Daily, four
teen large rooms are filled with more 
than five boys, most of whom have 
walked long miles over rough hard roads. 
Here is found one of the forty-two 
school-lunch centers that the Near East 
Christian Council for Refugee W'ork" 
maintains along .the frontier, and no
where is the food given to better ad
vantage. 

0 The Methodist Church has contributed to 
this work for fourteen years. 
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By the time the building was com
pleted, there was no money for mak
ing a road to the highway, nor for play
grounds, toilets, and a cistern. The latter 
was finally donated by the Evangelical 
and Refonned Church after a visit from 
tlieir Secretary for Overseas Relief. All 
seven villages in the region participated 
more with manpower than with money 
-$1,000 in cash and four hundred days 
of labor. Land was leveled and stones 
were removed for a playground with 
a grandstand. Terraces were made for 
school gardens; a good wall was built 
around the school with an attractive en
trance; toilets were provided. And a 
proper road replaced the muddy b·ack 
that led to the highway. The area was 
almost all rock, so full of boulders that 
leveling for a playground was a major 
project of digging and blasting. The 
cistern had to be hewn out of solid rock. 
Once free, tl1e stones were useful for 
walls, terracing, and the road. Arab 
parents pay dearly to educate their chil
dren. 

Umm-er-Rasas (Mother of Minerals) 
is in the highlands of East Jordan, rising 
2,500 feet from the valley. There, one 

small spot of herbage indicated a pos
sible source of water but someone was 
needed to "strike the rock." There was 
indeed a spring but it flowed slowly and 
the water disappeared into the soil a few 
meters from its source. A shaft was sunk 
ten feet into the ground and the water 
freed to flow by gravity along a 550 feet 
covered channel to a storage pool which 
holds eighty-one cubic meters of water. 
For good measure a watering-trough was 
added. 

No one can fully appreciate water 
until he has seen the reverent response to 
it by the Bedouin. As the water flowed 
from the spring at the rate of 950 gallons 
an hour, visions of flocks and fruits and 
vegetables added zest and vigor to the 
unaccustomed task of working with con
crete. The work was begun in the spring 
and before the end of summ'er some 
eight acres of dry land had become a 
garden with tomatoes and cucumbers, 
beans and onions, and succulent melons 
to fill the body and soul of man. Clear, 
sparkling '.Vater was now available in 
abundance for man and beast. And the 
cost? A little under $2,000 paid out of 
money from our surplus to men who 
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ACCOMPLISHMENT 

toiled hard in the heat of the day living 
on a subsistence diet. The wages, less 
than one dollar per man per day would 
buy sheep and goats on which to build 
for the future. 

On the West Bank of Jordan, that part 
of Palestine remaining in Arab hands, 
the Team from the Near East Council 
traveled the length and breadth of the 
land for a six-month period approving 
projects, advising, encouraging, provid
ing materials, and when necessary re
straining as ambition for new projects 
outran resources of money and materials. 
Seventy-seven projects in all were car
ried out. 

Zeita is a large village situated on the 
frontier line three hours by car north of 
J emsalem. In other days it was rich in 
iand, grew excellent crops and the people 
lived simply but securely in assurance 
of food and homes. It is in the heart of 
an extensive agriculhll'al area on the 
eastern edge of the Plain of Sharon, not 
far from the sea. This village lost most 
of its land in 1948 as well as its outlet to 
the main highway. Impoverished, the 
people have maintained an admirable 
dignity trying to care for what they have 

Three lions, Inc., NYC 
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left. A great need was access to a good 
road, a mile and a quarter away. The 
existing road was rough and stony, not 
good in summer and almost impassable 
in winter. 

An offer to share in the "'age Helief 
Program 0 was accepted quickly and soon 
the village was a hive of activity. The 
Council could give $900 toward neces
sary materials, not enough, unfortunately, 
for transportation costs, necessary stones 
and aggregate and tar. An additional 
$560 was contributed from village funds 
but that still wasn't enough, for Zeita 
was remote and had no local supply of 
stones and transportation costs were 
high. The Muktar, leader of the village 
and a man of vision, according to custom 
in village affairs, called together the 
heads of families to find a solution. That 
solution was relatively simple: every em
ployed man would break up one truck
load of stones and donate his wages from 
this to the Village Fund for the pur-

0 The \Vage Relief Program is a program for 
refugee rehabilitation where the wages of those 
refucrees working on the project arc paid from 
func~ held in trust for relief by the Minister 
of Social \Velfare of Hasl1emite Kingdom of 
Jordan. 

·------ ·i· '8-,·~-.:.'!'ll 
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chase of tar. In this way $652 was added 
to the general good. Last, but not least, 
when the time came for paving the road, 
all the labor was contributed so that in 
addition to furnishing nearly forty per 
cent of the funds, five hundred days of 
the hardest kind of labor was con
tributed. And if farmers in the great 
~diddle "'est sleep more comfortably at 
night, it may be because the prayers of 
these farmer folk on their behalf have 
been answered-for many were the 
thanks in the name of Allah raised in 
the rejoicing over the blessing of a good 
road! 

This is a brief report of only three of 
more than one hundred projects, each 
of which has a story of its own and as 
deeply moving as these. For example, in 
Uthrah in East Jordan a spring which 
had given about five gallons a minute was 
improved to yield five gallons a second! 
And when we realize that approximately 
ten thousand men-heads of families
received one month's wages, that one 
hundred and four projects of a lasting 
value were completed, and that 3,205 
days of free labor were donated, one 
knows that some impact has been made 
on a big problem. 

The special significance of the program 
to Church World Service is that like 1'1t. 
Everest, "it was there." There in 1951 
when the First Beirut Conference recom
mended the formation of an organization 
with a full-time executive to work with 
relief committees in all the host coun
tries; there through the years with a 
budget it could reasonably guarantee; 
and there when special emergencies 
arose. In full confidence that this under
girding budget would be met, each area 
committee could set up its ongoing 
program with a permanent staff that 
could also undertake the task of filling 
"Unmet Needs" when money to meet 
them became available. Since Unmet 
Needs were those that would not be re
curring and would change from year to 
year in costs, two budgets were usually 
made out. The guaranteed Church 
\Vorld Service budget has been the 
Gibraltar on which other programs sub
sidized by grants from many lands have 
been built. \Vhat the Church \~1orld 
Service contribution has meant in ex
tent and assurances and comfort for the 
relief of "the refugees we dare not for
get" through the critical years cannot be 
overestimated and is a tribute to Chris
tian responsibility and deep sense of 
stewardship, and abiding faith. 

The care of poultry is encouraged 
in some of the refugee camps. This 
camp is staffed hy the Y. W. C. A., 
and is devoted to training women 
and girls to become self-supporting 
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There is no ltopc for erosion like this in a section in Peru. 

Permanent homes coulcl be here if the Arabian Desert had grass all 
ycat'o There arc g1·cat possibilities. 

T HANKS to the decline in infant mortality and advances in 
the field of disease control, the earth's population is now 
growing at the rate of 100 per minute. At this rate, the 

world should have six billion inhabitants by the year 2000. And 
~t present only 9.8% of the earth's land area is arable soil. 

Translated into human statistics, this means that every 
square kilometer of soil must now provide 230 people with 
sustenance. If population grows without a corresponding in
crease in land available to agriculture, each square kilometer 
of arable soil will have to feed 460 people by A.D. 2000. 

The earth's presently fertile regions have already been ex
ploited to the fullest possible extent. And still large areas of the 
world are stricken by famine. In India, one third of the adult 
population is badly undernourished. 

'\'hat must be done now is to make new land available for 
agriculture, create new fertile areas where there was wilderness 
before. The reclamation of the world's arid and semi-arid 
regions can no longer be an idle dream; it is becoming a press
ing necessity. 

Fifty-seven counb·ies, each with large stretches of arid soil, 
have gone to work, with the aid of UN experts and voluntary 
agencies, to study the problem of aridity, and to see what can 
be done to solve it. 

For one thing, they have found that much of the land that 
is wilderness todav was fertile and fruitful three and four 
thousand years ago. Scientific study has proved that the 
climate in those regions was no different then from what it is 
now. The R.ndings of science and history combine to point an 
accusing finger at man himself, desporler of the soil and the 
maker of wildernesses. 

Herc, where sheep forage in a cut-clown forest, there is some hope. i\'Ian's wanton destruction of forests has actually reduced 
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1 There arc two and a half million acres being changed into fertile 
land in the Gezira Desert in the Sudan. 

• 

• 

rainfall and encouraged soil erosion. Verdant fields were turned 
over to goats for grazing. These animals, according to Prof. 
Gilbert F. White of the University of Chicago, destroy many 
useful plants and create conditions favorable for the growth 
of weeds and nuisance plants. 

An outstanding example of this is found in 'i\lestern Pakistan, 
where extensive areas of desert land attest to the destruction 

, wrought by the large goat population of the region. Con
trolled grazing could have preserved the productivity of the 
soil, and permitted the growth of such vegetation as is health
ful for both men and cattle. 

Experts have considered a variety of ways to bring all
! important water to the wilderness. ·water could make the soil 

productive; it also could supply electrical power to nm needed 
1 machinery and to explore the vast mineral wealth that reposes 

in so much of the world's desert sub-soil. 

I.:

':.· "Artificial rain," obtained when clouds can be made to dis
charge their moisture content, has increased rainfall in the 
U.S. grain belt by 10%, and the value of the soil there by 50%. 

But not every type of cloud lends itself to this scientific pro-
cedure, and it cannot be done at all in dese1t regions, for in 
those areas there are no clouds whatever. 

There is some talk, too, of making use of the tremendous 
, water resources that flow through the sub-soil of many arid 
1 

regions, such as the subterranean river beneath the Egyptian 
desert. That river is assumed to be almost 600 miles long, 6 
miles wide in some places, and 300-1,000 feet deep. The ex
perts in Egypt calculate that this river could yield several 
billions of cubic feet of water, enough to irrigate 24,700 acres 
of desert. 

But at the moment Egypt possesses neither the financial re-
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The conquest of dcsc1·ts requires power. Experts here arc experi
menting with methods to get energy from wind and sun, both of 
which arc 11lcntiful in the deserts . 

All photos by Almasy: Three Lions, Inc., NYC 

sources nor the technical personnel and machinery needed to 
exploit this subterranean source of water. 

It is a vicious circle. 'i\lithout water, there can be no plants. 
'~'ithout plants there is little rainfall, and what rain there is 
will serve only to carry off the rich, fertile top layers of soil. 
This is how wildernesses came into being. 

Some progress has been made, particularly in Africa, with 
new methods of irrigation. 

In the Gezira Desert of what once was the British Sudan, 
a canalization project rivaling the Panama Canal in scope and 
importance is turning wilderness into fertile soil. The 40,000 
i5easant families living there are now producing some of the 
world's finest cotton, affording employment to 200,000 pickers 
at the harvest season each year. 

Lately, UN and agricultural experts have been experiment
ing with possibilities of obtaining energy from the wind and 
the sun, both of which are plentiful in the desert areas where 
both water and fuel are scarce. Tests made with wind gen
erators in France, Holland, Britain, Russia, and America have 
shown that two or three such generators, placed and utilized 
in advantageous positions, could harness energy sufficient to 
supply 30-40 families with all the power they need for heating 
and other household requirements. 

Captured by special apparatus, energy from the sun can 
bring a potful of water to a boil within 20 minutes. It can also 
supply the power requirements for the reclamation of the 
wilderness. 

It is felt, too, that atomic energy used for beneficent pur
poses could supply a good deal of the power so essential for 
this peaceful conquest of a new world. 
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WINDOW ON THE 
UNITED NATIONS 

United Notions, N. Y. 

M n. FRANCJS w. CARPENTER, direc
tor of news services for the 
United States tvlission to the 

United Nations, is at once on the edge 
and in the midst of the UN scene: the 
i\Hssion building where he makes his 
office home is directly opposite UN 
headquarters, at First Avenue and 45th 
Street. 

Like the Colossus of Rhodes he figura
tively has a foot in two places, culling 
U.S.-in-UN news from one building and 
dispensing it from the other to press, TV, 
and radio. 

This is doing what, it can be con
cluded, comes naturally. Mr. Carpenter 
was with the Associated Press for 28 
years and part of that time covered UN 
affairs, including the organization's first 
meetings at Hunter College in 1946. He 
was secretary of the United Nations Cor
respondents Association for six terms 
and president in 1952-53. 

l\fr. Carpenter joined the U.S. Mission 
as press officer in 1957, "in my retire
ment," he says dryly; he is into his sec
ond five-year contract term. 

His "retirement" is up tempo. The Mis
sion's public affairs department, which 
includes Mr. Carpenter's purlieu, tends 
a proliferating press and liaison operation 
that involves nearly 300 correspondents 
accredited to the UN in New York, rep
resentatives of TV, radio, and other pub
lic information media, and representa
tives of national non-governmental 
organizations ( NGO's). This office sends 
out press releases of the full texts of 
statements made by U.S. spokesmen in 
the UN and other forums. It puts out 
literature on U.S. activity in the UN and 
the work of various UN agencies. It ar
ranges occasional briefings on U.S. policy 
in the United Nations for special groups 
and organizations. 

The office on the second floor of the 
U.S. Mission which Mr. Carpenter calls 
home is as fundamentally-and appro
priately-American as the man who oc
cupies it. 

On the wall facing him when he sits 
at his desk hang portraits of three Ameri
can presidents he refers to as "pah·on 
saints"-George Washington, Abraham 
Lincoln, and Andrew Jackson. The pic
ture of Jackson, an unusual one (he is 
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United Stntes Mission to the United Nations on UN Plaza. 

AMAN ANDA 

ISSION 
US in the UN 

pleased if a visitor recognizes it, politely 
forgiving if he does not), came from an 
antique shop in Nashville, Tennessee. 

Mr. Carpenter is a native son of "Old 
Hickory's" adopted state. He was born in 
Decherd, a little town in Middle Tennes
see, but grew up in Georgia and gradu
ated from Emmy University in 'Atlanta. 

On another wall hangs a picture of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, flanked by an 

etching of the Old North Church in 
Boston-reminder of his days in the 
AP's Boston bureau, 1935-39-and a 
color print, bought in Paris, of several 
animals dancing around a hunter after 
the close of hunting season. He sees in it 
an amusing similarity to his own situa
tion, on occasion. 

There are no public tours conducted 
through the U.S. Mission: too much 
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"classified" material around. The :Mis
sion is strictly a working enterprise, not a 
sightseer's target. The passerby can look 
in, however, at the glass-walled first
floor reception area and see interior brick 
walls brightened with contemporary 
paintings, and a patio with the refreshing 
green of plants and small trees. But no 
intimation of what teems throughout the 
building's twelve floors seeps through its 
protective stone filigree facade. 

But with the help of ~fr. Carpenter, 
a mimeographed fact sheet, and a recent 
issue of Intercom, digest-size publication 
of the Foreign Policy Association, we can 
get some idea of what the Mission is and 
does. 

A question Mr. Carpenter himself once 
asked seems a logical one to start with: 
V\That is the difference between a mission 
and a delegation? 

His answer: "A mission is permanent. 
A delegation changes, subject to the de
mands of the occasion, such as a General 
Assembly session." 

Amplification from the printed matter 
reminds us that the U.S. delegation to 
the UN General Assembly consists of 
five delegates and five alternates ap
pointed by the President and confirmed 
by the Senate. These delegates and alter
nates represent the United States at the 
Assembly's annual session. Attending the 
delegates is a staff of special advisers. 

The President, with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, also appoints the 
permanent U.S. representative to the UN, 
a deputy representative, representatives 
to the councils of the UN (i.e., Trustee-
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U.S. l\Iission's News Chief: Francis W. 
Carpenter. 
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ship, Economic and Social) and their 
commissions, and delegates or repre
sentatives to the United Nations Special
ized Agencies (i.e., UNICEF, F AO). 

Standard practice is to appoint two 
members of the Congress, one Democrat 
and one Republican, to serve each year 
on the U.S. delegation to the General 
Assembly. 

During the first few days of the Gen
eral Assembly's annual session, the U.S. 
Secretary of State usually heads the 
U.S. delegation. His speech to the As
sembly generally sets forth U.S. policy 
and U.S. proposals for Assembly con
sideration. 

Nearly all the llO member nations of 
the United Nations maintain separate 
delegation offices or missions. They are 
located in different parts of the city and 
serve as "home office" for their countries' 
UN representatives. Most of the spade 
work on speeches and action plans is 
done in these offices. 

The U.S. Mission to the United Na
tions was created by Executive Order in 
1947 in accord with the UN Participation 
Act of 1945. Its relationship to the Presi
dent and the U.S. State Department is 
that of an embassy. Its purpose, briefly, 
is to assist the President and the State 
Department in the conduct of U.S. par
ticipation in the UN. This involves repre
senting the U.S. in meetings, stating the 
U.S. position on issues under debate, ne
gotiating and consulting with the 109 
other national delegations, reporting to 
vVashington, and making recommenda
tions that may guide U.S. policy vis-a-vis 
the United Nations. 

As host country to the UN, the United 
States has added responsibilities which 
the U.S. Mission shares. Details such as 
New York City police protection for 
heads of foreign states here to address 
the General Assembly, or housing for 
delegates of new member nations fall to 
the U.S. Mission to handle. 

"About llO people~'staff the U.S. Mis
sion," Mr. Carpenter states. "At the top is 
the ambassadorial level, appointed by the 
President: Permanent U.S. Representa
tive to the UN, Ambassador Adlai E. 
Stevenson, who is Chief of the U.S. Mis
sion; Deputy Permanent Representative 
Francis T. P. Plimpton, and the Deputy 
Representative in the Security Council, 
Charles ,V. Yost; U.S. Representative in 
the Economic and Social Council, Am
bassador Philip M. Klutznick; and U.S. 
Representative to the Trusteeship Coun
cil, Jonathan B. Binkham. 

"The Counselor of the Mission is 
Charles P. Noyes. 

"Then come the foreign service offi
cers," Mr. Carpenter explains, "who are 
brought in from various countries for a 

term at the Mission. They are valuable 
to us for their knowledge of and experi
ence in other countries. They rotate here 
as in tours abroad. 

"The rest of the Mission staff includes 
secretarial and clerical personnel, who 
are ~lso under civil service but they stay 
put. 

The idea of having a building to house 
the Mission Mr. Carpenter attributes to 
former U.S. Ambassador to the UN, 
Henry Cabot Lodge. "Lodge heard the 
Russians wanted an option on this 
property," he says, "so he hurried around 
and got it for the U.S. 'Ve have been in 
this building about a year and a half. 
vVe used to be at 2 Park Avenue. That 
meant every time we came to the UN 
we practically had to bring the office 
with us." 

It is obviously a relief for Mission of
ficials now just to walk across the street 
without carrying their desks on their 
backs. 

With quick verbal strokes Mr. Car
penter sk~tches the building's twelve 
floors and what they contain. The twelfth 
floor, for example, is a lounge and recep
tion area, a great asset in handling the 
meetings and briefings which used to be 
held at hotels or clubs at substantial 
added expense. Other floors on down ac
commodate the ambassadors, the foreign 
service staff members, the delegates, the 
military, the communications center, the 
public affairs department. 

A word of explanation about the mili
tary. Army, Navy, and Air Force officers 
are on the scene to represent the U.S. on 
the Security Council's Military Staff 
Committee. They can advise the Mission 
on military aspects of questions under 
discussion. 

'Vhen he can get away Mr. Carpenter 
fills speaking engagements. He would 
like to do more speaking than his sched
ule usually permits. "It's important for 
us to know what the country is thinking," 
he says. 

He had to cancel two speaking engage
ments when the Cuba crisis flared. "Cuba 
has kept us busy," he remarks. 

"You would think things might quiet 
down in the spring," he adds, "but they 
seldom do. There is little chance for re
laxing." 

Mr. Carpenter does not give the im
pression of a man who would really en
joy relaxing, for he does not stop working 
after his 32-hour clays at the Mission. 

In his suburban home community of 
Harrison in 'Vestchester County, New 
York, he continues the race. He is presi
dent of the Board of Education. He is in 
several civic organizations. He is on the 
Board of Managers of the American 
Bible Society. He is an active Methodist 
layman. 
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THIS MONTH we are devoting our is
sue to the consideration of the 
mission of the church. 

Of course every month is an illustra
tion of the mission of the church in 
'VoRLD OUTLOOK. But this time we are 
calling its contents that. 'Ve do so for 
one reason. v\Te are hoping that this is
sue will be used as an illush·ation of 
Tracey K. Jones's textbook on that sub
ject. 

'Ve hope further that Methodists com
ing together for regional meetings on the 
mission of the church will be introduced 
anew to the magazine, and that it will be 
irreplaceable for missions from that time 
onward. 

Some points in the mission of the 
church are expressed in a poem that ap
pears in this issue. In "God, Who Dressed 
the Earth in Beauty," by Ann Barcus 
~vlinga, the last two lines of each stanza 
illustrate what the mission of the church 
can be. vVe especially like the line: 

"Guide me in the work I do; 
I would create ·beauty, too." 

The articles on "A Frontier to Con
quer" and "Fourteen Years of Accom
plishment" show the task of "creating 
beauty." 

Perhaps the digging of wells in desert 
countries, the building of roads, and the 
raising of chickens in the Near East do 
not sound like "creating beauty." But 
beauty does come out of these efforts. No 
one can deny the beauty when, traveling 
out of Beirut, for instance, toward Da
mascus, one suddenly comes upon a val
ley that shows a shimmer of green be
cause of water that slakes its thirst. And 
no one can deny that such a view reflects 
the glory of God. 

Perhaps you will want to use these 
two articles in a discussion of agricultural 
missions. It may be that they will fit into 
a discussion on the United Nations, as 
church and U.N. projects often work so 
closely on such projects. 

At any rate, keep the thought of "the 
good earth" in a very practical meaning 
as a part of your discussion of the mission 
of the church. 

Referring again to the poem, the last 
lines of the second stanza ask: 

"Let me see my brother's view; 
I would comfort others, too." 

Here the article on the healing mission 
of Seward Hospital in Alaska fits in ex
ceedingly well. Miss Amy Lee, our field 
writer, made a special trip last summer 
to get a story of Alaska and Methodist 
missions. This is a story of help to broth
ers, and it is also a story of comfort 
sought and found. There will be other 
stories on Alaska in later issues. 

Perhaps the picture story of "Persons 
of Special Needs" comes within the 
category of "comfort" also. It is seldom 
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that we get a good story on prison life. 
Prison life does not make for a happy 
story. But this has some "flowery" hope 
about it. You will find special uses for 
this story in your study for the year on 
"Persons of Special Needs," and with the 
text, Who Cares? 

The two lines of the last stanza of the 
poem pray: 

"Help me keep my purpose trne: 
I would be more loving, too." 

These lines may suggest the use of 
"Testing Times," a story of one person's 
observation of the development of Chris
tian forces in the Congo. Here is needed 
great love, great understanding, and a 
very clear idea of the church's role in 
Africa. 

You may want to use the little article 
as a discussion starter. Perhaps you will 
want to question why the missionary is 
there, since the African young people 
seem to have ability to carry on their 
own church and Christian life. Use the 
book by Tracey Jones for answers here. 
Or, if you do not accept the answers 
given, for further discussion and further 
reading. 

Young adults, men's classes, Woman's 
Society groups, Commissions on Mis
sions, all can find some help in this story 
out of missionary's personal experience 
in post-independent Africa. 

Last month Vv ORLD OuTLooK devoted 
an issue to the churches around the 
world-Methodist churches and churches 
as far away as the Greek Orthodox and 
Roman Catholic. The underlying theme, 
of course, is unity of some kind. 

This month we continue that theme 
with an article by Eugene Stockwell on 
co-operation in Latin America. In some 
ways it is not a very optimistic article. 
But there is some hope, some awareness 
of the need for unity. Mr. Stockwell par
ticularly mentions the three union semi
naries-in Buenos Aires, in Mexico City, 
and in Matanzas, Cuba, which is still 
going. The seminaries, the author feels, 
all contribute to unity. 

Unity is one of the things that Dr. 
Takanaka mentions as a major interest 
of Christians who are a small minority 
in a non-Christian world. This article by 
the noted Japanese scholar is short but it 
says quite a lot about the role of Chris
tians in many countries of the world. 

Another article which contains quite a 
bit of food for thought is the one by 
Lewis Archer about preaching in the 
new missionary situation. Mr. Archer, 
now studying in the United States, served 
in Africa and his illustrations are based 
on situations there but his general point~ 
are applicable around the world. 

Very applicable around the world is 
the article by Tracey Jones. This is taken 
from his book on Our Mission Today, 
which will be used both in the Our Mis
sion Today study and as the church-wide 
study for this coming year. This article 
will give you a taste of the exciting ideas 
in Dr. Jones's book and, we hope, will 
whet your appetite for the entire book. 

The article by itself, however, is one 
of the best statements that we know of 
the role of the missionary today and of 
the obligation of all Christians to be mis
sionaries. 

Missionary situations are specific situa
tions and we bring you articles on three 
such situations. 

The first is the question of the Central 
Jurisdiction in The. Methodist Church. 
Race is one of the great areas of mis
sionary need in our time and this article 
points out the mission within our own 
church. 

People are moving into overcrowded 
cities all over the world. Mr. Chartier 
tells of one such example in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, and of Methodism's response 
to this situation. Mr. Chartier is the di
rector of this social center and is also 
professor of Social Ethics at the Union 
Seminary in Buenos Aires. Do you know 
about overcrowding in cities near.to you? 
What is the church doing there? 

A story more traditionally missionary 
but still a thrilling one comes to us from 
Indonesia where Methodism has just 
opened its first church on the island of 
Bangka. It is interesting that this be
ginning was made without professional 
m1ss1onaries. Richard Babcock, who 
wrote this story, is a young missionary 
who has traveled all over the vast island 
of Sumatra and much of the rest of In
donesia as well. 

Our color picture section tries to sug
gest a few highlights of the missionary 
task today, ranging from Japanese cities 
to American hay fields. Notice especially 
the faces of these people. Missionary ac
tivity is always to people and about peo
ple and we should never forget this fact. 

Next month WoRLD OUTLOOK will de
vote most of its pages to the need for 
Christian literature, and to the achieve
ments of the literature program. Some 
feel that this is one or the most important 
programs of the church. Do not miss it. 

Our February cover shows a woman of 
Borneo carrying a load of wood upon 
her head. Somebody remarked to us that 
she is not a very good symbol for the 
"improved" status of women in today's 
world. We had an answer to this-that it 
is (in a way) for the purpose of improv
ing the load-bearing status of women 
that the Christian church works in r.iral 
Borneo and all around the world. Do you 
agree? 
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Our Mission Today, by Tracey K. Jones. 
(New York, 1963: World Outlook Press; 
158 pages, $3.50 cloth, SI paperback). 

This is the official study book for the 1963 
unit of the "Our Mission Today" quadren
nial emphasis, and will be used in local 
churches as the annual church-wide mission 
study book. The author is the associate 
general secretary of the Division of World 
Missions. 

The old, or initial, Protestant missionary 
era-when the Christian missionary was 
pioneer, liberator, and explorer in distant 
lands-has about ended. The end has been 
brought about by technological advances, 
the shrinking of time and space, the emer
gence of new and independent nations, and 
the clash of ideologies, philosophies, politi
cal and economic theories, and social-histori
cal outlooks. 

But a new missionary era is upon and 
before the Christian church. Men are 
seeking the purpose of life-''better life" 
which all share and enjoy equally. The 
teaching and service of this "new humanity" 
-is the distinctive mission to which the 
church is now summoned. The mission field 
thus becomes men, not a geographic area. 
Wherever the humanity of any man is 
denied or curtailed by injustice or need, 
there is the mission field. 

Questions or doubts about the validity of 
Christian missions have arisen. The author 
cites as causes of this ''hesitation and inde
c1S1veness": ( 1) uncertainty about the 
Christian faith-"partly a problem of lan
guage . .. difficult in a scientific age to ex
press the deepest experiences of the Chris
tian faith in the language of the last 
century"; (2) Protestant frustration caused 
by "the changing pattern of American re
ligious life"-the growing numbers and in
fluence of Catholics and Jews; (3) "a grow
ing self-distrust and loss of self-confidence" 
-"Christians have a growing suspicion that 
we have become too much like the secular 
world around us"; ( 4) the complexity of the 
political and economic problems. 

As if to answer these questions, Jones 
notes in a later chapter: ''We must live by 
faith that God's purpose is revealed by Jesus 
Christ and is now being fulfilled by the 
Holy Spirit, using men and women of every 
race and nation living within the fellowship 
of the church, who are willing to respond 
in obedience. But the church is not the 
missionary. The missionary is God at work 
in the world, seeking reconciliation between 
man and himself, and inviting us to par
ticipate in what is first of all his task." 

What and where is the new mission field 
-the area of service for today and tomor
row? Dr. Jones answers in part: 

"Always the mission field is where people 
talk to each other about human existence. 
In spite of the fact that today's religious 
climate is very different from that of the 
last century, it is still marked by the meeting 
of men to hear the gospel from the lips of 
another man. Today Christians are part of 
a fragmented, divided world. Today the 
separation of faith and belief is more like 
a no-man's land, a zone of silence, than it 
is a 'lost' village waiting for the missionary 
to come across the mountains . ... " 

FEBRUARY 1963 

The Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bi
ble, An Illustrated Encyclopedia in Four 
Volumes, edited by George A. Buttrick, 
New York, 1962: Abingdon Press; 4,040 
pages, $45. 

Not since the monumental work of James 
Hastings in 1904, has there appeared an 
encyclopedia of Biblical information in 
English attempting what this magnificent 
Bible dictionary provides. The labors of 
253 scholars from fifteen countries have 
made this four-volume dictionary the most 
authoritative and complete reference work 
on Bible subjects published to date. Over 
7,500 entries cover every person, place, or 
object named in the Bible or the Apocrypha, 
and define every Biblical doctrine or con
cept of importance. Included are over a 
thousand illustrations, thirty-two pages of 
them in full color, and 163 useful maps. 
Comprehensive articles by specialists are 
included, dealing with each book of the 
Bible and the Apocrypha and with hundreds 
of subjects, such as the alphabet, the church, 
Biblical theology, the · Dead Sea Scrolls, 
faith, inspiration and revelation, salvation, 
war, Zoroastrianism-almost every theme 
which may be suggested by Bible reading. 

Designed for the discriminating profes
sional scholar as well as the beginner in 
Biblical studies, these four volumes provide 
authentic answers, so far as they are avail
able, to questions of fact about the Bible. 
The list of writers is a ''Who's Who" in the 
field of Biblical scholarship. 

Indonesia, Troubled Paradise, by Reba 
Lewis. New York, 1963: David McKay 
Company, Inc.; 192 pages, $5.95. 

To most Americans, Indonesia is perhaps 
the most remote and exotic large country 
on the face of the earth. India or China 
may produce favorable or negative reac
tions but they are at least somewhat known 
here, even if many false or superficial stere
otypes still exist in our thinking about 
these countries. But Indonesia is an un
known quantity. Bali will of course produce 
a reaction but it is unlikely that the ma
jority of Americans a,re even aware that 
Bali is part of Indonesia.'-

On top of this ignorance, Indonesia has 
never received a very favorable press in 
the United States so that those who have 
some knowledge of world affairs are apt to 
be rather skeptical. 

Into this harsh climate of opinion, Mrs. 
Lewis' book comes as a light but refreshing 
breeze. An American housewife, whose 
husband worked for the World Health Or
ganization and who has lived in several 
Asian and African countries, the author 
writes in a chatty and personal style. The 
book gives some history and general back
ground but is mainly built around personal 
experiences during a three-year residence 
in Indonesia 1957-60. This is an excellent 
idea as the Indonesians are among the most 
charming people in the world and this is a 
fact that must be remembered to fully un
derstand the country. 

Mrs. Lewis is friendly and discreet and 
she says nothing by way of direct criticism 
of the country. On the other hand, she re
cords the personal tragedies involved in the 
deportation of Dutch citizens (many of 
Indonesian descent) during the West Irian 
crisis and the subsequent crackdown on 
Chinese citizens. 

This is not a profound book and does 
not aim to be but it conveys the flavor of a 
fascinating and little-known country. 

The Eastern Orthodox Church, Its 
Thought and Life, by Ernst Benz. Gar· 
den City, New York, 1963: Anchor 
Books; 230 pages, 95 cents paperback. 

"The non-Orthodox western European 
finds it most difficult to comprehend the 
Eastern Orthodox Church because he knows 
little about the life and doctrines of Ortho
doxy and even this little is overlaid by many 
strata of prejudices and misunderstandings, 
partly religious, partly political in nature. 
One of the stumbling blocks to our under
standing of Orthodoxy has been our natural 
tendancy to confound the ideas and cus
toms of the Orthodox Church \vith familiar 
parallels in Roman Catholicism." 

These wise words are the opening sen
tences in this book by a German scholar, 
translated into English by Richard and Clara 
Winston and published in paperback as an 
Anchor original. Dr. Benz realizes the truly 
profound ignorance that many Western Prot
estants have about these ancient and mag
nificent churches. He tries to remedy this 
ignorance by an approach which stresses 
the role of the ikon (holy picture) in Ortho
dox life and moves out into other areas from 
this fact. By this expedient, he breaks 
through our rationalistic approach to re
ligion and helps us to apprehend the quality 
of Orthodox piety. 

We in the .other parts of the Christian 
Church have much to learn from Orthodoxy. 
We cannot learn from them until we learn 
about them. This book is a good beginning 
and, at the price, it's a real bargain. 

As I Recall !Uy Past Century, by Herbert 
Welch. New York and Nashville, 1962: 
Abingdon Press; 144 pages, $3.00. 

As all Methodists must surely know by 
now, Bishop Herbert Welch celebrated his 
hundredth birthday last November at a 
large dinner in New York City where he 
was greeted by about 1,300 friends, hailed 
by telegram or letter by President Kennedy, 
Cardinal Spellman and Madame Chiang 
Kai-Shek and hailed in person by assorted 
bishops, college presidents and other dig
nitaries. The highlight of the evening, nat
urally, was a witty and reflective speech by 
Bishop Welch himself. 

Coincident with the birthday was the 
publication of this autobiography. It is as 
warm, as \vitty and as \vise as the man 
himself. No more need be said. 

There is only one slight cavil. The good 
bishop is too much of a gentlemen to tell 
us the real inside on various struggles in 
which he participated. This may be a credit 
to him personally but it is a loss to his 
readers and to history. 
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CHRISTIANS URGED 
TO AID FREEDOM 

Young African Christians from thirty-five 
countries unanimously endorsed a message 
stressing African unity and the responsi
bilitv of Christians to identifv with the 
curr~nt struggle of African pe~ple for in
dependence and progress. 

The first All Africa Christian Youth Con
ference, sponsored by several world Chris
tian organizations, ended an eleven-day 
meeting in Nairobi, Kenya, where "Freedom 
under the Cross" was considered. There 
were 376 delegates from Africa plus 150 
Christian leaders and observers from other 
parts of the world. 

Observers and delegates came from fun
damentalist and Pentecostalist churches and 
the Roman Catholic Church in addition to 
the major Protestant, Anglican, and Ortho
dox churches on the continent. 

African Christian leaders such as Dr. 
John Karefa-Smart, the minister of external 
affairs of Sierra Leone, the Liberian min
ister of education, and the mayor of Tana
narive, :Madagascar, addressed the confer
ence. 

The closing message affi1med the young 
Christians' desire to "stand side by side 
in solidarity with fellow men, sharing com
mon human aspirations for better social 
and economic life." 

It confesses "with shame and so1TO\v" that 
there are divisions in the Church in Africa 
along racial lines and affirms that "denial 
of membership in local congregations to 
any person on account of race or color con
b·aclicts the very nature of the Church." 

Stressing that the churches of Africa are 
in need of "renewal," the message framed 
by the youthful participants declares that 
"we must preach a Gospel of love not a code 
of ethics." 

The statement said that the structures 
of the churches and the pattern of worship 
must respond to needs of the present time 
and aspirations of the African personality. 
This theme was also sounded by speaker 
Pastor Jean Kotto of the Cameroon Evan
gelfcal Church who told the delegates: 

"Competitors of Christianity consider the 
Gospel a white man's affair and a black 
man's opium." 

The assembly message strongly supports 
the African peoples' pursuit of freedom 
from "ignorance, poverty, oppression and 
disease" and urged Christians to share in 
the destiny of Africa. 

It also emphasized the role of the laity 
and the special responsibility of young 
Christians to witness to their contemporar
ies. Those organizations or mission bodies 
wishing to help church work in Africa 
must be "willing first to submit to the re
quirements of the situation," the young 
Christians cautioned. 

The conference, first continent-wide in
terdenominational assembly, heard many 
Christians who are political leaders in Af
rica today. Bola Ige, young leader of the 
Political Action group in Nigeria, said Africa 
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was going through "post colonial teething 
troubles" as Africans press their essential 
demand to be accepted as equals by all. He 
urged participation of Christians in poli
tics. 

Several speakers called for dedicated 
youth to enter the struggle against poverty, 
disease, and illiteracy and give it Christian 
direction. Problems of new African nations 
such as the one-party system were aired at 
the meeting. 

Sponsors of the assembly were the youth 
departments of the \\'oriel Council of 
Churches, the \Vorld Council of Christian 
Education, the \~7orld's Student Christian 
Federation, the World Alliance of YMCA's, 
and the 'World Y\~7CA. It was undertaken 
in cooperation with the new All-Africa Con
ference of Churches which will hold its first 
full-scale assembly in April. 

The delegates pledged to return to their 
local churches with a deeper commitment 
to tl1e Church and more active participation 
in its mission and service. They stressed the 
need for "constant dialogue between genera
tions for the total renewal of the Church." 

Calling for the "working unity of Chris
tian youth" in Africa, the delegates urged 
"complete Africanization of Christian youth 
movements in structures, methods, vocabu
lary, and leadership." 

RATE OF CHURCH GROWTH 
SHOWS SMALL DECLINE 

For the first time in a hundred years, 
the percentage of church members in the 
nation's population has registered a decrease, 
the latest annual compilation of official 
church statistics reveals. 

The decrease--a mere two-tenths of one 
per cent-is significant in that it may indi
cate a halt in the steady rise-throughout 
the history of the United States-of the 
proportion of church members in the total 
population, statistics in the new Yearbook 
of American Churches show. 

The 1963 issue of the Yearbook gives 
membership in America's churches and 
synagogues in 1961 as 116,109,929 for all 
faiths. This represents 63.4 per cent of the 
population as against 63.6 per cent a year 
earlier. Records of church membership 
since 1850 show that a decrease was reg
istered only once before, in 1870, when 
church membership percentages were re
corded as 18 per cent or five per cent 
less than the high of 23 years earlier. 

Compilers of the Yearbook in the Bu
reau of Research and Survey, National 
Council of Churches, explained that church 
statistics have to be examined with the 
foreknowledge that not all churches report
ing employ the same recording system. Some 
include infants and all family members 
while others record only those received into 
membership by baptism. The present Year
book carries statistics furnished by 258 re
ligious bodies of all faiths, one less than 
reported in 1960 and three more than in 
1959. 

For the first time since the last war 

seventeen years ago, church membership 
percentage gains have fallen below the 
estimated population increase. Church 
membership gains are 1.4 per cent in 1961, 
contrasting with an estimated rise of 1.6 
per cent in the nation's population. The 
ratio had been 1.9 per cent against 1.8 
per cent a year earlier. For the second year 
in succession, this may indicate that mem
bership potential has leveled off at least 
temporarily. 

The total number of pastors having 
charges is given at 247,009, while the num
ber of ordained persons is 381,252, accord
ing to a tabulation of information from 236 
of the 258 religious bodies reporting. 

Of all 258 bodies reporting memberships, 
228 were Protestant with 64,434,966 mem
bers, compared to 227 reporting 63,668,835 
members a year ago. This represents a gain 
of 766,131 members or 1.2 per cent. 

The bulk of Protestants are in l:\venty
three Protestant denominational groupings 
or "families," accounting for an estimated 
ninety per cent of Protestant church mem
bers. 

The Roman Catholic membership figure 
is 42,876,665 this year, a gain of 1.9 per 
cent over last year's total. The Roman Cath
olic percentage gain of 1.9 per cent repre
sents a decline in comparison with the 1960 
gain of 3.2 per cent. 

'While generally government and military 
overseas personnel are counted on the rolls 
of their hometown churches, the Roman 
Catholic Church has established a Military 
Ordinate for them which has the status of a 
Diocese. 

Other major faiths reporting to the Year
book account for 5,365,000 persons in Jew
ish congregations; 2,800,401 members of 
Eastern churches; 572,897 members of the 
Old Catholic Church, Polish National Catho
lic Church, and the Armenian Church, Dio
cese of North America. The Buddhists, who 
had reported 20,000 adherents last year, 
give a membership of 60,000 in the new 
Yearbook. This implies that the reporting 
system of Buddhist officials was changed 
during the year. 

Some 228 religious bodies reported 286,-
661 Sunday or Sabbath schools in 1961 
with 3,715,221 teachers and officers and ~ 
total enrollment of 44,434,291. 

The Protestant churches reported a loss 
of 3.1 per cent of the total Sunday school 
enrollment; they now account for 90 per 
cent of the total, or 40,239,020. 

A comparison of membership reports of 
all faiths in the last ten years shows 92 277 -
129 in 1952 and 116,109,929 in 1961. I~ 
the same ten-year period the Protestant 
figure increased from 54,229,963 to 64,434,-
966. 

The thirty-one member communions of 
the National Council of Churches report 
40,318,430 persons. The figure in the prev
ious issue of the Yearbook was 40,185,813. 

Protestants and Roman Catholics ea6h 
registered a 0.2 per cent decline within the 
total population. A table shows that Prat-
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estants were 27 per cent of the total popu
lation of the U.S. population in 1926; 33.8 
per cent in 1950; 35.4 per cent in 1960; 
and 35.2 per cent in 1961. The Roman 
Catholic population increased from 16 per 
cent in 1926 to 23.6 per cent in 1960 and 
declined slightly to 23.4 in 1961. 

Citing reports by the U.S. Department 
of Commerce, tlie Yearbook records a $32 
million reduction in the value of new church 
or religious building conshuction, from $1,-
016,000,000 in 1960 to $984,000,000 in 
1961. 

The 1963 edition of the Yearbook of 
American Churches also contains updated 
directories of interdenominational and de
nominational agencies, state and local coun
cils of churches, theological seminaries, re
ligious periodicals and other data on the 
nation's church life. 

DOORS IN ALGERIA 
OPENING TO MISSIONS 

Amid much talk and writing about "doors 
closing on missions" comes one encouraging 
report of a door that has been closed for 
four years and is now opening again. 

From newly independent but stiU
troubled Algeria, the Methodist Board of 
1viissions has received word that two moun
tain mission stations are to be reactivated, 
witl1 missionaries being sent there for the 
first time since 1958. The two stations are 
Fort National and Les Ouadhias, both in 
the mountains of Great Kabylia about 100 
miles east of Algiers. Both stations have 
been closed since 1958, except for the 
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heroic work of two Swiss nurses who 
weathered crisis after crisis at Les Ouadhias 
during the Algerian war. 

Reports from the yearly meeting of the 
Nortl1 Africa Provisional Methodist Confer
ence tell of the appointment of a missionary 
family each to Fort National and Les 
Ouadhias. The appointments by Bishop 
Ferdinand Sigg of the Geneva Area repre
sent the official reopening of Methodist mis
sion work at both places. 

One of the missionaries appointed to the 
stations is returning to a post where one 
of tlie momentous events of his life took 
place. The Rev. Lester E. Griffith, whose 
American home is Cleveland, Ohio, is re
suming his work at Fort National. It was 
while serving there in 1958 that he was 
captured by the Algerian nationalists and 
held for forty days before being released, 
longer tlrnn virtually any other American 
spent with the rebels. He left Algeria be
cause of pro-nationalist sympathies and did 
not return, serving instead in Belgium and 
later in Tunis. Mr. Griffith is held in high 
regard by the Algerian independent govern
ment and has been welcomed back to his 
former work at Fort National. He has served 
in North Africa since 1953. 

The other missionary appointed to reopen 
the mountain stations is tlie Rev. John 
Paolini, whose American home is \i\Test Col
lingswood, N.J. A relatively new missionary, 
he has been in Algeria since 1960. He will 
eventually serve at Les Ouadhias, but will 
live temporarily at Fort National until a 
missionary residence is built at the former 

Gain Security While You Heal Mankind 
The Annuity Plan enables you to accomplish both. As long as you live you are 
assured a regular fixed income. Your Annuity gift will spread God's he'aling mercies 
in hospitals throughout the world. Above is one of our "Blue Angel" Mobile 
Medical Clinics with supervisor and native nurses. How better can you enable others 
to follow the example of Jesus in healing the sick and afflicted? 

Write for FREE Information Booklet 
Shows you the desperate need for the Gospel at home and abroad and how that 
need is being met with enterprise and consecration. "Bright Horizons" answers all 
your questions about Annuities-a form of stewardship growing steadily in popu
larity. Saves you time, worry, investment loss and all legal expense because you 
administer your estate while yet alive. 

Legal Contract Protects You 
As an Annuitant you receive a binding legal 
contract guaranteeing you life-long semi
annual payments. You have no investment 
problems, no broker's fees, no misunder
standings or regrets. Investigate this plan 
that helps yourselfand others. No obligation. 

Division of World Missions and Division of 
National Missions of the Board of Missions of 

.THE METHODIST CHURCH 
'475 Riverside Dr., Dept. WOl-41-3, New York 27 

FEBHUARY 1963 

r---------------
1 The Methodist Church 

I 475 Riverside Drive 
New York 27, N. Y. Dept. W02-41-3 

I Attention of Dr. Ashton A. Almand, Treas. 
I Please send free copy of "Bright Horizons" and full 
( information regarding The Annuity Plan. 

I Nam•---------~~~~--
1 Address 

I City Zone State·---

L-- - - - - - -~----

MAIL COUPON TODAY! 
Send No Money-Not a Penny! 
I Send Your Organization -
ON CREDIT-Everything You Need 

This luxu
rious No-Iron 
Never-laund 
Table Cover looks 
lilce linen, ~s sturdy 
Polyethylene. Wipes 
clean with damp cloth. 
Big 54"x72" size. 
Three lovely colors. 

Let me send you at once the facts about my re
markable Plan which gives your group $35.00 
CASH almost like magic. Just fill out the cou
pon below and mail it to me now. At once I'll 
send you-absolutely FREE and without obli
gation-complete details of my nationally fa
mous Plan which adds $35.00 to $300.00 and 
more CASH to your group Treasury ... all with
out spending a single penny of your own money. 

You Never Spend or Pay 1 ci: 
of YOUR OWN MONEY-No Risk 
No room here to give you all the facts, but here 
are the highlights of my famous Plan: I ship 
you 100 of my lovely Table Covers in assorted 
colors: Gardenia White, Seafoam Green and 
Buttercup Yellow. They're so lovely and prac
tical, many liomes will order all 3 colors on 
sight. I send the Table Covers entirely on credit. 
I trust you! Then you simply have 10 mem
bers each sell only 10 Table Covers at $leach; 
and send $65.00 of the proceeds to me when 
all the Table Covers are sold. And you keep 
$35.00 of the proceeds for your Treasury. 
Take up to 60 days. 

My Famous Plan Followed Successfully 
By More Than 50,000 Organizations! 

Join more than 50,000 clubs, PTA's, schools, 
veteran's auxiliaries and other groups who raise 
large sums of money without le cost, thanks 
to my famous Anna Wade Fund-Raising Plan. 

FREE Complete Details ••• 
MAIL COUPON NOW! 

Just mail the coupon to me today for complete 
details of this easy-to-follow rewardin~ Plan. 
Everything comes to you free ..• no obligation 
whatsoever. So fill out and mail coupon now! 

ANNA WADE DEPT. 840 HB 
Lynchburg, Va~ 

r---------------------ANNA WADE, Dept. 840 HB 
Lynchburg, Virginia 
Please rush complete details, FREE nnd without 
obligation, of your Plan for our Group to raise 
$35.00 and more without spending le-with your 
lovely Table Covers, and many other products. 

Name·----------------------------------------------
Address ____ ------------------- ------------------- --· 

City ---------------------------Zone .... State ....... . 
~~~ I Organization ______________________________________ I 
If Church, I n;;;~· Nnme. _______________________________________ J 
~---------~------~-

[ 99] 47 



48 

NEW AMERICAN 
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TO YOU THOUSANDS OF 
WORLD OUTLOOK READERS WHO KNOW 

THAT DRINKING AND SMOKING ARE EVIL! 

You do not drink or smoke ... so why pay premiums for those who do? 

Why pay the penalty for those 
who drink or smoke? 

Every day you pick up the paper you 
read more evidence that drinking and 
smoking can shorten life. Because they 
are among America's leading health prob
lems-leading to cancer, heart trouble, 
sinus trouble, liver trouble and many 
other diseases-they're a prime cause of 
the high premium rates most hospitaliza
tion plans charge. But why should you pay 
the price for those who drink or smoke? 
You no longer have to! Here's why. 

Our rates are based 
on your superior health 

The new American Temperance Hospi
talization Plan is not offered to drinkers 
and smokers, because of the high rates 
they cause. We can bring you a whole 
new set of rates that are unbelievably 
low because they're based on your good 
health as a non-drinker and non-smoker. 
Also, your American Temperance premi
ums can never be raised because you grow 
older or have too many claims. Only a 
general rate adjustment up or down could 
affect your low rates! And only you can 
cancel.your policy. We cannot. 

1) You receive $100 weekly-
even for life 

The very day you enter a hospital you 
begin to get $100 a week cash ... as 
long as you are hospitalized, even for 
life! Good in any lawfully operated 
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hospital in the world. Choose your 
own! We pay in addition to any other 
insurance you carry. And we pay 
direct to you in cash ... tax free! 
We send out our payments to you Air 
Mail Special so you have cash in hand 
fast. And there is no limit on the num
ber of times you can collect. 

2) We cover all sicknesses 
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Your policy covers you for every con
ceivable kind of accident and sickness 
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military service; pre-existing condi
tions; or hospitalization caused by use 
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ber of times you can collect! 
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Fill out the·application at the right. 
Notice the amazingly low rates! Enclose 
it in an envelope and mail to American 
Temperance Associates, Box 131, Liberty
ville, Illinois. Upon approval, you will get 
your policy promptly by mail, and cover
age begins at noon on the effective date 
of your policy. No salesman will call. 
Don't delay! Every day almost 50,000 
people enter hospitals. Any day, one of 
them could be you. Protect yourself be
fore it's too late! 

MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE 

Read over your policy carefully. 
Ask your minister, lawyer and 
doctor to examine it. Be sure it 
provides exactly what we say it 
does. Then, if for any reason at 
all you are not 100% satisfied, 
just mail your policy back to us 
within 30 days and we will im
mediately refund your entire pre
mium. No questions asked. You 
can gain thousands of dollars .•• 
you risk nothing. 
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station. 
At the North African Conference, post

poned from June to November because of 
the unsettled conditions in Algeria, Bishop 
Sigg ordained the Rev. Emil Paul John of 
Providence, R.I., a former missionary to 
Austria and now special representative of 
the :tvfethodist Committee for Overseas Re
lief in Algeria. 

The conference learned with regret of 
the loss of key leaders, who have emigrated 
from Algeria to France, Switzerland and 
elsewhere. The losses necessitated various 
shifts in leadership. Despite losses and 
changes, however, the "great decision," as 
Bishop Sigg called it, to re-open Fort Na
tional and Les Ouadhias indicates the de
termination of North African :tvlethodists to 
move forward in their mission to the young 
nations of Algeria and Tunisia. 

RHODESIA COUNCIL 
ASKS RACIAL Jl:JSTICE 

A call for political rights for Africans, 
regardless of color, has been sounded by 
the Southern Rhodesia Christian Confer
ence, which represents The Methodist 
Church and most other Protestant denomi
n'ations in that troubled land. 

The organization, which is headed by 
Methodist Bishop Ralph E. Dodge of Iowa 
(now in the U.S.) , voiced its call in "An 
Appeal to the Conscience of the Christian 
People of Southern Rhodesia." The Chris
tian Conference, which is Rhodesia's council 
of churches, asked that the Appeal be read 
in all churches. 

Southern Rhodesia has become increas
ingly torn by the dispute between Afrfcans, 
who are demanding immediately full and 
equal political rights, and Europeans, many 
of whom refuse to give up the privileges of 
a ruling class. The clash has become par
ticularly sharp since the banning of ZAPU, 
the African political party, by the govern
ment. Increasingly the argument is taking 
on the character of a conflict between the 
races. 

One aspect of the stmggle ha~ been the 
growing demand by Africans that the 
churches declare where they stand. Many 

leaders are saying tl1at unless the churches 
identify with the African desire for full 
citizenship, the Afrfcans will lose their con
fidence in the churches, and Christianity 
will become irrelevant to the mass of the 
people. 

In the Appeal, the Christian Conference 
called on every Christian "to examine his 
conscience and in his own life and through 
his influence on the government and the 
community to remove all forms of discrimi
nation on grounds of race and colot, and 
thus to exercise a ministry of reconciliation." 

The Conference coupled its call for racial 
justice with a plea for an end to the violence 
that has been wracking the country. They 
said: "In the name of our Lord who said 
'Blessed are the peacemakers,' we appeal to 
every Christian to do all in his power to 
bring an end to the violence that is disturb
ing the country, and the underlying causes 
of this violence, and to help to protect all 
people from violence and intimidation." 

The statement made clear, however, what 
the Christian Conference considered the 
root of the trouble. It said: "While acknowl
edging with thanksgiving that much has 
been done in recent years to modify racial 
discrimination, this Conference is concerned 
that in the day-to-day life of the country 
there are still many discriminatory prac
tices, and the people are subjected to many 
indignities. We are of the opinion that re
cent violence both in the fowns and rural 
areas is in a large measure a symptom of the 
frustration of much of the African popula
tion and its protest against the discrimina
tion." 

EWHA GRADUATES 
FIRST DOCTORS 

Ewha Woman's University in Seoul, Ko
rea, which has many outstanding achieve
ments to its credit, now has won recogni
tion in another field. For the first time in its 
history, the university has graduated two 
women medical doctors. 

The university, which with 8,000 students 
is said to be the world's largest school for 
women, is a project of the \Voman's Division 
of Christfan Service of the Methodist Board 
of Missions. 

The two new M.D.'s from Ewha are Dr. 
(:tvirs.) Hae-Chang Kim, an assistant pro
fessor of biochemistry at Ewha, and Dr. 
Hyun-Kyung Ban, head of the ophthalmol
ogy department at the Ewha East Gate 
Hospital in Seoul. Because of her w9rk in 
the field, Dr. Ban is known as "Ewha's angel 
to the blind." 

Pioneering in another field, Ewha estab
lished this year a Korean Research Center 
for Better Living. The Center, which en
gages in projects ranging from motlier-child 
health to food quality control, is supporting 
the Korean government's program to better 
the living standards of the country. 

Among the Center's activities are: free 
medical examinations for mot11ers and chil
dren living in villages, birth control and 
child-care advice, and elementary and high 
school classes at night for working boys and 
girls (such as shoeshine boys) who cannot 
attend school during the day. 
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MISSIONARIES REPORT 
ON CHURCH IN ANGOLA 

Despite continued tension, restrictions on 
the freedom of Africans and limitations on 
the work of the church, African Jviethodists 
and the handful of missionaries remaining 
in Angola are carrying on the church's 
evangelistic, educational and other minis
tries as best they can. 

That is the observation of three Methodist 
missionaries who returned to the United 
States in December after being separated 
from their families for more than twenty 
months. vVith their departure, only five mis
sionaries remain out of twenty-five two years 
ago. The three came home because they 
had remained at their posts long after their 
terms were officially over and because their 
wives had consistently been refused permis
sion to join them. 

The three returning missionaries are 
John Shryock, EI Paso, Texas; Warren 
Jackson, Marlette, Mich., and the Rev. 
Coriless V. Hanson, Panama City, Fla. Mis
sionaries remaining in Angola are Mr. and 
Mrs. Loyd 0. Schaad, Newberg, Ore., the 
only Americans, and Miss Anne-Marie Nord
by, R.N., and the Rev. and Mrs. Harry 
Andreasson, all of Norway. 

The three who have returned we1'e unani
mous in urging that despite the difficult con
clitions for mission work, Methodists in 
America should continue to support the 
work with prayers, interest and funds. The 
need for financial support for all phases 
of the work (evangelism, education, social 
work, agriculture, etc.) is especially urgent, 
as giving has dropped off since the rebel
lion broke out in 1961. 

Mr. Shryock, who was stationed in 
Luanda (Angola's capital) as a teacher and 
:tviethodist treasurer, confirmed a previous 
report that the situation vis-a-vis the Portu
guese authorities is contradictory. 

In Luanda restrictions against mission 
work are still largely in force, Mr. Shryock 
said. Portuguese officials have refused per
mission to reopen churches and schools and, 
though releasing some pastors, still hold 
many pastors and other workers in prison. 

In the area around Malange, east of 
Luanda, however, the authorities have per
mitted workers to reopen some churches and 
schools, Mr. Shryock said. The contradictory 
situation seems to depend upon the atti
tude of local officials. 

. In further comment on the situation in 
which the Church finds itself, Mr. Shryock 
said: 

"Immediately after rebellion broke out in 
1961, many Methodist pastors were arrested, 
some were killed, some thrown in prison, 
and some severely beaten and tortured. 
Reports of such arrests have diminished 
sharply in recent months. The insecurity 
which Protestant clergy still face, however, 
is reflected in the experience of one Method
ist pastor. Through fear of arrest he had 
been hiding in the bush. In the hope of re
turning to work, he decided to give himself 
up to the Portuguese authorities. After he 
was in the Imnds of the authoriti"es, he was 
killed. This killing occurred without trial. It 
happened less than two months ago. 
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"Many Protestant Africans feel that the 
presence of missionaries is an important in
fluence for moderation in their treatment 
by governmental authorities. Many African 
Protestants also believe that without the 
presence of missionaries the Portuguese 
would feel much freer to impose further re
strictions upon the Protestant churches and 
perhaps close all Protestant institutional 
work. 

"Even should all missionaries be forced 
out and institutional work closed, however, 
the Church would continue. We know this 
would be true because that is what is hap
pening in many places now. Out in the bush, 
laymen are leading worship services and 
prayer meetings for little congregations 
forced to flee from their villages and whose 
pastors have been arrested." 

Most of the institutional work is now in 
the hands of capable African leaders, Mr. 
Shryock said. The training of Africans for 
top leadership positions has been greatly 
accelerated in the last twenty months be
cause of the declining number of mission
aries and the subsequent necessity for Af
ricans to assume full responsibility for work. 
In Luanda, for instance, an Afrfoan is now in 
full charge of the large Methodist school. 

In regard to the general situation in 
Angola, Mr. Shryock said that the Portu
guese have made little or no changes, de
spite their propaganda about reforms. The 
three areas singled out by Mr. Shryock as 
most needful of change are: 

1. Civil liberty. Africans still need passes 
to travel, there are severe restrictions upon 
freedom of expression, and beatings are still 
a means of obtaining information. 2. Educa
tion. It is in this area tha.t Methodist work 
has been most resh·icted. The Portuguese 
demand that teachers in all schools have 
diplomas, but they refuse to issue diplomas 
to qualified African teachers in mission 
schools. 3. Economic freedom. The age-old 
restrictions on land use and other economic 
abuses of Africans continue. 

Mr. Shryock said that to his knowledge 
the Portuguese still refuse even to discuss 
the question of self-determination. They still 
insist that their African colonies, Angola and 
Mozambique, are integral parts of Portugal. 

"And with the present dictatorship, we 
see no hope for change in the situation," 
Mr. Shryock said sadly. 

In an earlier development, the Council of 
Bishops, the highest executive body of The 
Methodist Church, went on record with a 
protest against restrictions which the Portu
guese government has placed on The Meth-
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oclist Church in its missionary work in lwo 
Portuguese colonies in Africa. 

Concern was also expressed by the bish
ops over the refusal of the Portuguese gov
ernment to permit the bishop responsible for 
j\fothodist work in Angola and Mozambique 
to enter either country in pursuance of his 
administrative duties. 

Bishop Halph E. Dodge, whose applica
tion for a visa has been denied, resides in 
Salisbury, Southern Hhodesia, and adminis
ters Methodist churches and institutions in 
Angola, Mozambique, Southern Rhodesia 
and South Africa. He was elected to the 
episcopacy in 1956, the first l\fothodist 
bishop to be chosen and consecrated in 
Africa. His episcopal area includes 91,000 
Methodists in about 400 churches. 

The Council of Bishops framed its protest 
in its semi-annual meeting in St. Louis, Nov. 
13-16. Release of the text which follows 
was withheld by Bishop Roy H. Short of 
Nashville, secretary of the Council, until 
after it had been received by the Portuguese 
Ambassador in 'Vashington. 

"The Council of Bishops of The Meth
odist Church expresses its concern over 
the refusal of the Portuguese government 
to grant a visa to Bishop Ralph E. Dodge 
of the Salisbury Area to enter Mozam
bique and Angola to hold the Methodist 
conferences for which he is responsible 
and to carry out the functions of his of
fice. 

"Further, we deplore the continued 
restrictions imposed upon The Methodist 
Church in its missionary outreach, both 
in Mozambique and Angola." 
The action of the Council of Bishops 

comes in the wake of continued denial of 
visa requests by Bishop Dodge to enter 

-~~~ 
Scheduled for February, 1963 

(subject to change after press time) 

FEB. 2: Rev. and Mrs. Hobert B. Johnson 
and 3 children to Seoul, Korea, 
from Dayton, Ohio, TWA Flight 
#25. 

FEB. 4: Mr. and Mrs. Donald Kenneth Small 
and 1 child to Malaya from New 
York, SS. Maasdam, Holland-Amer
ica. 

FEB. 6: Dr. and Mrs Jack C. Moody and 3 
children to Bidor, India, from New 
York, S.S. Queen Elizabeth, Cunard. 

FEB. 7: Miss Lorraine Gribbens to Sarawak 
from New York, via freighter, 
Isthmian. 

FEB. 18: Rev. and Mrs. Alan M. Seaman and 
3 children to Lahore, West Pakistan, 
from New York, S.S. Rynclam, Hol
land-America. 

FEB. 18 Miss Lois Grace Biddle to Ghazia
bad, U.P., India, from New York, 
S.S. Ryndam, Holland-America. 

FEB. 21: Miss F. Colleen Gilmore to Delhi, 
India, from New York, S.S. Sylvania, 
Cunard. 

Angola and :Mozambique and a succession 
of refusals to permit both old nnd new mis
sionaries to enter either country. 

The most recent date when Bishop Dodge 
was admitted to Angola to perform his ad
ministrative duties was in April, 1961. He 
has applied for visas to both colonies on 
several occasions since but his requests have 
been either denied or ignored. His latest ap
plication was in April, 1962. It was July be
fore he received any word. The answer 

" u was no. 
Because Bishop Dodge has been unable to 

enter the countries, the Methodist confer
ences, which under church law are to be 
held annually, were not convened in 1962. 

NEW CONFERENCE SPURS 
METHODIST IBAN WORK 

A change in the organizational strncture 
of The Methodist Church overseas will per
mit more rapid and effective development 
of work among a people who constitute one 
of Methodism's fastest-growing m1ss10n 
fields, the Ibans of Sarawak (Borneo). 

The change is the formation of a new 
Methodist conference, the Sarawak Iban 
Provisional Conference, which encompasses 
all of the Methodist work among the Iban 
people. The new conference was formed out 
of the Sarawak Annual Conference, which 
formerly took in both lban and Chinese 
work. The leaders of the Sarawak confer
ence voted to set up the Iban conference at 
the yearly meeting of the former in Novem
ber. The Sarawak Conference itself now 
comprises the strong Methodist work among 
the Chinese people of Sarawak. 

The formation of the new Iban confer
ence is expected to increase the effective
ness and efficiency of Methodist work 
among the lbans. It will give them greater 
opportunity for leadership development and 
will provide for a fuller indigenous Iban ex
pression of the Christian faith. In addition 
to the increased effectiveness of Iban work, 
one of the principal reasons for the establish
ment of the new conference was uniformity 
of language. In the Sarawak Conference, it 
was necessary to use three languages, Iban, 
Chinese and English. 

The new conference is expected to pro
vide a framework for almost unlimited ex
pansion of work among !bans, which has 
been growing rapidly for several years. In 
fact, the expansion has been so rapid that 
missionaries and Iban leaders have not been 
able to keep up with the growing needs. 
For instance, so many Ibans are entering 
school that there are not enough books or 
scholarships to meet the demands. 

Reporting on the formation of the new 
conference, Bishop Hobart B. Amstutz of 
the Singapore Area said that the ministerial 
membership of the conference is interna
tional, including five American missionaries, 
three Batak missionaries from Indonesia 
(Sumatra), one missionary from India and 
one Iban pastor. That there is only one fully 
ordained lban pastor indicates the tremen
dous need for pastoral leadership for the 
new Iban Christians. The pastors of most of 
the Iban churches are local (lay) preachers, 
some ministering to congregations in more 
than ten longhouses. 
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The feeling of the Ibans about having 
their own conference was i=eported by Bish
op Amstutz: "It was a thrilling experience 
to preside over the new conference and see 
the way in which the Ibans took their new 
responsibilities. I have no hestitation in re
porting that I feel this conference has been 
formed under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit." 

A special guest at the meetings where the 
Iban conference was formed was Bishop 
Kenneth \V. Copeland of the Nebraska 
Area, who is making an episcopal visitation 
of 1'1ethodist work in Asia. He presided at 
sessions of both the Sarawak Conference 
and of the new conference. 

DELEGATION ATTENDS 
TRI-FAITH RACE MEET 

Twenty-five official delegates named by 
the Council of Bishops and several others 
representing The Methodist Church at
tended the history-making Conference on 
Religion and Race, January 14-17 at Chi
cago's Edgewater Beach Hotel. 

The conference marked the centennial of 
the Emancipation Proclamation and is the 
first major national religious meeting to in
volve the three major faiths. 

The interfaith bodies sponsoring this 
signiRcant human relations project are the 
department of Racial and Cultural Relations 
of the National Council of Churches, the 
socia1 action department of the National 
Catholic \Velfare Conference and the Syna
gogue Council of America. 

President Benjamin E. Mays of More
house College, Atlanta, was chairman of the 
Conference. The three vice chairmen were 
the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Atlanta, 
Most Rev. Paul J. Hallinan; Rabbi Ferdi
nand M. Isserman of St. Louis and C. M. 
E. Bishop B. Julian Smith of Chicago. 
About 600 delegates from seventy par
ticipating groups attended. 

Miss Thelma Stevens, executive secretary 
of the department of Christian Social Rela
tions of the Methodist Woman,'s Division, 
served as a member of the Conference steer
ing committee and a group chairman. The 
Rev. Dr. Franklin Littell, professor of 
Church History, University of Chicago, de
livered one of the six primary addresses. He 
is a member of Virginia Conference. 

Those named by the Council of Bishops 
to represent The Methodist Church were: 
Bishop Matthew W. Clair, St. Louis, Mo.; 
Dr. vV. Astor Kirk, \~Tashington, D.C.,; Dr. 
James Thomas, Nashville, Tenn.; Dr. George 
Tate, Chicago, Ill.; Dr. W. E. Trice, Baton 
Rouge, La.; Dr. Erwin F. Bohmfalk, \Vaca, 
Texas; Mrs. Edgar Dixon, Little Rock, Ark.; 
Mr. Jack Stapleton, Kennett, Mo. and Mr. 
H.obert T. Mann, Seffner, Florida. 

Also, Mr. Joseph \Vroten, Greenvi1le, 
Miss.; Dr. Wright Spears, Columbia, S.C.; 
Dr. Graham S. Eubank, Raleigh, N.C.; 
Bishop John vVesley Lord, Washington, 
D.C.; Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke, New York 
City; Dr. Peter Mun-ay, New York City; 
Mr. Harry ·Peelor, Pittsburgh, Pa. and Dr. 
Dow Kirkpatrick, Evanston, Ill. 

Also, Dr. Robert Willoughby, Dearborn, 
Mich:; Dr. James Bristah, Detroit, Mich.; 
~r. Boyd Wagner, Cafro, Ill.; Rev. G. 
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Richard Tuttle, vVenatchee, 'Wash.; l\frs. 
Ernest C. Colwell, Claremont, Calif.; Mrs. 
Ted Vaun, Fresno, Calif.; Dr. Franklin P. 
vVherry, Denver, Colo.; Dr. A. Dudley 
\\Tard, \Vashington, D.C. and alternate, 
Mrs. Niles C. Clark, Waterloo, S.C. 

SAYS METHODISM SHOULD 
IDENTIFY WITH MINORITIES 

The Methodist Church, particularly its 
home missions forces, must identify more 
fully with the minority groups in the United 
States, a top Methodist home missions ex
ecutive told his professional colleagues re
cently in Atlantic City, N.J. 

Home missions leaders must also chal
lenge The Methodist Church to rally and 
speed up its b'agic growth rate, said the 
Rev. Dr. Allen B. Rice, executive secretary 
for home missions of the Divisfon of Na
tional Missions of the Methodist Board of 
Missions. This growth must come by the 
starting of many new congregations as well 
as by renewed evangelism within existing 
churches. 

Dr. Rice spoke at the annual Staff Con
vocation of the National Division, which 
brought together the thirty-five staff ex
ecutives to look at the national missions task 
of Methodism and to set goals for improve
ment of services in home missions and 
church extension. Dr. Rice, who spoke on 
"A Look at the Program of the Division To
day," was one of five persons who read 
formal papers to serve as discussion-starters. 

"The minority groups compose one of the 
growing edges of our church in America," 
Dr. Rice said. "The task of winning the 
7-8,000,000 Latin-Americans, the 500,000 
Indians, the 19,000,000 Negroes and the 
several hundred thousand Orientals is an im
portant part of our missionary task in 
America. 

"To do this, we Methodists must give 
evidence of devotion not only to Christ but 
to them. Statistics show the church is grow
ing among these groups at a most rapid 
rate. Among these people we have given a 
major share of our home mission funds. This 
is right, but in the growing sb·ength of these 
groups in our church, they are showing more 
evidence of self-support and a desire to be 
responsible for their own program. \Ve 
Methodists must be able to convince these, 
our brethren, that we ri·re not working 
simply for them. \Ve must convince them 
we are working together with them for the 
Kingdom of Christ." 

The field of church extension is of great 
concern in these days of population ex
plosion, especially when we realize that 
:r\'1ethodist membership has not kept pace 
with the population growth, Dr. Rice said. 
Methodism is far below its goal in the num
ber of new churches to be started each year. 

"In this field, it is the responsibility of 
those of us in home missions to rouse the 
church to the challenge that is before it," he 
said. "The slow rate of church extension 
and membership growth is not going to 
change by the National Division having 
more dollars to spend. It will change only 
when we can arouse the leadership, lay and 
clerical, to meet the challenge. The growth 

NOW ... 3 SIZES 
Unbreakable .. noise-free ... 
lightweight ... boilproof com· 
munion glasses ... $1.25 Doz. 

Order from 
your dealer 

FREE sample of each size 

~d~BR!SS 60001 CO. 

Dept. W, 70 Pearl St., Brookline 46, Mass. 

HOW TO PUBLISH 
YOUR 
BOOK 

Join our successful authors in a com· 
pleto and reliable publishing program: 
publicity, advertising, handsome books. 
Speedy, efficient service. Send for 
FREE manuscript report & copy of 
Publish Your Book. 

CARLTON PRESS Dept. RHB 
84 Fifth Ave. New York 11, N. Y. 

DOES YOUR CHURCH 
NEED MONEY? 

Sell beautiful hand woven nylon 
handbags. No money invested. 
Write for sample and fund raising 
plan. 

Eugene D. Roberts 
Hand Vi/oven Handbags 
1554 N. Concord Rd. 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 

A "MUST" IN EVERY 
HOME AND CAR 
SELLS ON SIGHT 

Famous $1.00 Firs! Aid Kits 
sell like magic. Needed by 

everyone. Contains 7 lull size first aid necessities al 
VERY LOW COST. Complete Satisfaction Guaranteed. A 
quick, easy way la make TREMENDOUS profits with a 
proven fast seller. Send $1.00 for post·paid Sample OR 
post card for details on 500 outstanding money-makers 
and special introductory offer. 

1 266 Goodale Blvd. 
Smiling Scot Dept. FW-2 Columbus 12, Ohio 

G 0 W N S 
CHOIR- PULPIT 

HANGINGS 
ALTAR BRASS WARE 

of our church must come by expansion of 
new churches as well as by evangelism 
within the existing churches." 

The greatest contribution the National 
Division can make to the advance of Meth
odism is not the limited amount of money it 
can distribute for home mission and church 
extension work but the creative leadership 
of the Division's professional staff, Dr. Rice 
said. The Division should be expanding its 
<ervice and leadership to the church in such 
fields as architecture, research, fund-raising, 
the urban church, church extension counsel, 
and town and country work, he added. 
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Would your Group like to 

DONATE 
Useh1l Eq11ipment 

to your CHURCH, 

SCHOOL or LODGE? 

You can do it FREE ••.•. 
without one penny cost ! 

by selling Marion-Kay Pure Vanilla & Pepper 

* 

2 

ALL PRODUCTS SHIPPED PREPAID 

* 

The largest and finest mode, holds 3lh gal
lons. Complete set includes Bowl, matching 
Stand (not pictured), 18 inch Fostoria Serv
ing Plate, plastic Ladle and 72 Hospitality 
Punch Cups (for hot or cold drinks) . 

FREE for selling only 90-$1.00 M-K Extracts 
(:r Spices (items or units), Prepaid. 

It's a popular service with large groups be
cause it is easy to earn, besides being beauti
ful and practical. White opaque, oven-proof, 
with exquisite floral design done in 22 Kt. 
gold (detergent resistant). 

288 piece Starter Set consists of 72 each 
dinner plates, cups, saucers and fruit dishes. 

FREE for selling only 120-$1.00 M-K Extracts 
(:r Spices (items or units), Prepaid. 

Here's a real value in Stainless Steel table
ware! As lovely as patterns in silver, grace
ful and simple in design, yet a sturdy weight 
that will withstand the hardest useoge. Im
ported, graded and available in Open Stock. 
Earn 48-3 piece Place Settings of Knife, 
Fork and Teaspoon, FREE for selling only 
95-$1.00 M-K Extracts (:r Spices (items or 
units), Prepoid. 

For Open Stoel~ listing sec Equipment 
G1lide. 

4 cpu/te £,Qegance .• by International Silver 

Five gorgeous pieces in pure silver plate on 
copper . . . Exceptional troy in full 24 inch 
size, 8 cup Teo Server, 9 cup Coffee Server 
plus Creamer and Sugar. Over ninety dollar 
value. 

Five zippered. tarnish-proof uags of Pacific 
Cloth i11cl11de<l at 110 extra ellarge. 

FREE for selling only 115-$1.00 M-K Extracts 
(:r Spices (items or units) Prepaid. 

~ .Atarion-Kay. 
~ ------B-RO_W_N_S_T_O_W_N_,_l_N_D-IA_N_A 

TO ORDER U·se Coupon on Page 50 · 




