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A MUST FOR 
OLDER ADULTS 

Life can be so meaningful for older 
adults ... in Christian experience ... 
in new friendships ... in new activities 
... in new interests. 

MATURE YEARS helps these older 
adults achieve these things ... helps 
them adjust to change ... to develop 
a philosophy of life that makes of life 
a real adventure. 

Make sure all your friends and loved 
ones GO and over have MATURE 
YEARS each quarter. Just fill in the 
order blank at the right and mail it 
to the House serving your territory. 

Nnme _____________ _ 

Street or RFD __________ _ 

City ______ _..onc_Stnt"----

Gift cnrd from ___ ~Pnyment Enclosed_ 
Ordered by ___________ _ I \ 
Street or RFD __________ _ 

City ______ _..one-8tnt"----
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African Leader 
Describes American \\'omen 

Y car by year the African women assume 
more of the responsibility for the \Vom
an's Conference. At the 1959 meeting 
most of the reports, dc,·otionals, Bible 
classes, and courses about women from 
other lands were led by Otctcla women. 

Mrs. Peter Shaumba spoke about Amcri
ican women (after she had spent some time 
in the United States). It was refreshing 
tu hear an African wonrnn describe Ameri
can women! She told the Conference that 
American women arc very, very clean, and 
that they work hard. She told that they 
keep up with affairs of the world by read
ing. 1\lrs. Shaumba was much impressed 
by the way in which American women 
give of their time and money for the work 
of the church. 

Tunda Station 
13clgian Congo 

Fcbr;tary Camp 

EmT11 1\fannN 

For Yonng People in Boli\'ia 

Early in the year we all pondered and 
studied about the coming of the February 
Camp. 

This annual camp retreat is a valuable 
experience which the 1\kthodist Church in 
Bolivia offers its young people. 

\Ve discussed how much Camp would 
cost, how to get there, whom to send. 

\Ve worked it out that there would be 
funds for part-scholarships for seven young 
people. 

The seven were chosen by the group of 
young people themselves. Then all started 
to work to earn the balance (four dollars) 
that would be needed for each camper. 

Passage was secured on a truck carry
ing cargo--a two and one-half day's jour
ney. 

Camp is in Montero, where the new 
i\ lcthodist nural Institute is located. 

\Vhcn our seven young pcopfc set off, 
with our pastor accompanying them, my 
spirits rose. They will have rich Christian 
experiences, in company with other church 
young people from various parts of Bolivia, 
and will return to us inspired and strength
ened. 

Casilla 248 
Sucre, Bolh·ia 

A \Vidc Community 

THELMA COOLEY 

For Community Hospital 

The l10spital work continues to be 
interesting. In the Out-patient department 
we gh·e hundreds of injections, mostly 
cholera and typhoid inoculations. \Ve give 
many vaccinations against smallpox. 

JllL\' 1960 

To the babies we give DPT injections. 
To the school children we give various 
routine inoculations. \Ve gave Salk vac
cine again in 1959. \Ve truly arc thankful 
that we have had no polio cases since 1956. 

Gradually the number of Indian patients 
has increased, until now we arc treating 
more Indian in-patients than foreign 
patients. 

1\lany Indian patients come from iso
lated communities in the mountains where 
there arc no roads. Footpaths of varvino 
widths arc the only means of reaching, th~ 
road that comes into Landour from the 
distant mountains. 

H a patient is too ill to walk he may 
come in a clnwli-a scat that is carried by 
four men. 

Some of the people have never even 
heard of Jesus Christ. Pray that we may be 
true witnesses for I-Jim. 

LomsE LANDON 
Community Hospital 
Landour, 1\lussooric LI. P., India 

Honor to \Vl1om Honor Is Due 
In Korean Church 

One of the highlights of the March 
Conference session was the honoring of 
those persons who had given thirty years 
or more of service in the Korean Church. 

Certificates were presented to seventy 
Korean pastors, nine missionaries active on 
the mission rolls in Korea, and thirty-one 
missionaries now retired in America. 

Korean l'vlcthodists, during this confer
ence meeting (a joint session of three an
nual conferences) celebrated the 75th 
anniversary of the coming to Korea of the 
first l'vlcthodist missionaries. 

MARJORIE Y ARDOROUGH 

l\kthodist Mission 
Taejon, Korea 

Vision and Vitamin A 

Vitamin A deficiency is a pressing prac
tical problem here in India, as it is associ
ated with damage to the eyes which can 
lend to blindness, especially in young chil
dren. 

The doctors at the eye hospital tell me 
that they sec several new cases almost 
every day, but sometimes do not sec them 
soon enough to prevent permanent loss of 
vision. 

\Ve arc interested both in trying to teach 
people how to feed their children so as to 
prevent this, and in obtaining reliable 
scientific data on this and other deficiency 
diseases. 

The scientific part can be done only in 
a place like India, where a distressingly 
large number of malnourished people, and 
a few health centers like Vellore exist side 
by side. 

Christian Medical College 
Vcllorc, South India 

MAnY DuMl\1 

Opportunity for the Church 
In a New Land 

Everything about this area is new-the 
land, the people, the towns, the ideas. 
There arc millions of coffee trees today 
where only fifteen years ago there was 
virgin timber. 

The land has been divided into small 
farms. New landowners arc struggling for 
a foothold. The Protestant churches have 
an excellent opportunity to grow with the 
people. 

A Brazilian nurse and I live at the 
Methodist Center. The nurse, Anita, is do
ing a splendid work. She was not accepted 
immediately. Old superstitions do not 
change overnight. But little by little the 
nurse has made her way into the lives of 
the people, until now she has a difficult 
time keeping up with all the calls. Anita's 
course in midwifery gave her special prepa
ration for the work here in South Brazil. 

Caixa Postal 803 
Maringa, Paran'a, Brazil 

Marcy Ccntcr-
A Bulwark in Chicago 

DonETTA Funs 

Marcy Center is located in the south
west section of Chicago, approximately 
seven miles from the Loop, in an area 
known as North Lawndale. 

The area mushroomed from 100,000 
inhabitants in 1950 to approximately 150,-
000 in 1959. 

The public-elementary school enroll
ment between 1953 and 1957 showed an 
increase of 73.2 per cent-fourth highest 
in Chicago. 

The need for a community-wide co
ordinated youth program in the North 
Lawndale area is evidenced by the fact 
that this area is one of the three areas 
selected by the Chicago Commission on 
Youth V/elfare to provide such service. 

The community around Marcy Center 
is now [1959] predominantly of Negro 
families. 

Marcy Center stands as a bulwark to 
this community. It offers a Christian con
cern for people and their needs. 
Fnoi\I: A1111.11nl Re11ort, 1959 
Marcy Center, 1539 South Springfield 
Ave. 
Chicago 23, Illinois 

"Under the Stars" 
In Pachmarhi 

A piece of property in the central hill 
station of Pachmarhi, 220 miles from 
Jabalpur, was bought long ago as a holi
day home for vacationing missionaries. 

Some people do not like Pachmarhi, be
cause they consider it not cool enough. 

There are two houses, now very "run
down." 

I love Pachmarhi in the summer be
cause there is opportunity to live outdoors. 
The birds arc m:rny and beautiful. There 
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are all sorts of wild flowers-lilies and 
orchids-and seed pods. 

During the summer we sleep under the 
stars, and cat breakfast under the sky. 

Now the Conference has given us per
mission to hold a series of l\'1cthocl ist 
Youth Fellowship \:Vork Camps at Pach
marhi during the summer of 1960. \:Ve 
shall lay water pipes and re-do the elec
tricity. \\Te shall raise the roof-literally
and put it back on. 

There will be plenty of work, but fun, 
also. 

406 Napier Town 
Jabalpur, M. P., India 

LomsE CA~IPDELL 

"' ORLD OuTLOOK Draws Praise 
From Pennsylvania 

\:VonLD OUTLOOK is a wonderful maga
zine. \:Ve continually refer to it for in for- 1 

mation in our meetings. 
I especially like the attractive \:\TonLD 

OuTLOOK covers-they seem to draw peo
ple to them. 

MARJORIE M. CooK 
Blossbmg, Pennsylvania 

Student Pastors in Sarawak 

One of the first goals set for ou~ pro
gram is to provide for a part of the Bible 
School training on the farm. 

It was decided at Conference that the 
two charges of this circuit be made the 
field project of the Bible School. Three 
fourth-year students have been appointed 
to be responsible for this work, under 
faculty guidance. 

The two young men appointed were 
members of the Methodist Youth Fellow
ship at Binatang. 

The young lady, who began work here 
last October, has been very successful in 
getting the young people interested. They 
have organized a graded Sunday school 
with four classes. They have already con
ducted a Vacation Bible School, which 
seventy children attended. 

OLIVE AND WILLIAM OVERHOLT 
Bukit Lan 
Sibu, Sarawak, Borneo 

Chapel ''' edding in Hiroshima 

On November 3, 1959, a big event took 
place-the first wedding held in fhe So
cial Center's chapel. 

Our pastor, Higashioka Sensei and 
Matsuyama San were united in marriage 
in a simple but lovely ceremony. 

The reception was held in the nursery 
room. 

As the newly-married couple left the 
house, the staff members, standing in
formally on the steps to see them off, burst 
into song: "Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead 
Us." 

LouNETA LORAH 
Hiroshima Christian Social Center 
1438 Minami-Misasa Machi 
Hiroshima-shi, Japan 
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Methodist of Our 
Golden Anniversary Year 

Bishop Arthur J. Moore, president 
of the Board of Missions of The Meth-

1 odist Church since its organization, 
has usually presented WORLD OUT
LOOK's highest tribute to men and 
women who have distinguished 
themselves by outstanding service 
to the cause of Methodist missions. 
For several years he has presided at 
a special dinner at the annual meet
ing of the Board of Missions and 
made an unusually happy occasion 
of the recognition of persons named 
by the magazine for special honor 

! and felicitation. 
i In I952 a local. pastor who had led 

his congregation to rare heights of 
missionary vision and service and 
had given inspired leadership to the 
promotion of missions in his confer
ence and jurisdiction was designated 
as WORLD OUTLOOK's first Meth
odist of the Year. Subsequently 
elected bishop, John Branscomb con-

, tinued his magnificent leadership so 
that his area set the pace for the 
church in missionary support, until 
last year when, shortly following a 
strenuous missionary journey, ·he 
was called to his heavenly reward 
while still in his prime. 

Next came a group of heroic mis-
sionaries, gaunt and weak after de-

11.~ liverance from their hardships and 
sufferings in North Korea as pris
oners of the Communists. One of 
their number, the sainted Dr. Ernst 
Kisch, had poured out his last ounce 
of strength and his last days of life 
in ministry to the sick and dying on 
the forced march to the north. These 
Korea missionaries were A. Kristian 
Jensen, Bertha A. Smith, Helen 
Rosser, Nellie Dyer, and Lawrence 
A. Zellers, of whom the first named 
returned, as did others of the group 
when pronounced physically fit, and 
labored heroically until his death in 
the land of his adoption. 

The beloved senior bishop of Meth
odism, Herbert Welch, was named 

JULY 1960 

Methodist of the Year in 1958, hav
ing served as an administrator of 
overseas missions, a patron of mis
sionary enterprises at home, and the 
father of Methodist overseas relief. 

Last year it was another life-long 
missionary, and one of the great 
souls of our time, Dr. E. Stanley Jones, 
whose inspiring books have ex
tended to the whole Christian com
munity the powerful influence of his 
consecrated personality. 

At the same time, a special citation 
was given to a young missionary, 
Lester Griffith, who had displayed 
great Christian character while a 
prisoner of the Algerian rebels. 

At a Board of Missions dinner dur
ing the General Conference at Den
ver Bishop Moore himself was named 
by WORLD OUTLOOK as Methodist 
of the Year. As was said on that 
occasion, he might have been thus 
hon?red any year since the WORLD 
OUTLOOK award was conceived. 
Chief architect of the organization 
which brought together all the many 
strands of home and foreign mis
sionary work, woman's service ac
tivities, and church extension of 
three uniting churches in 1939, the 
bishop's devotion to the mission 
cause and his inspiring leadership 
have made him one, · o,f American 
Methodism's foremost ·missionary 
statesmen of all time. That he should 
be named Methodist of the Year for 
our Golden Anniversary seems most 
fitting, and that we should be able 
to present the award at the hands of 
a son and namesake on our staff 
added to the satisfaction of the oc
casion. We salute Bishop Moore as 
our Methodist of the Year, and we 
join with Christian men and women 
around the world, including the more 
than thirty bishops he has ·con
secrated and the more than a thou
sand missionaries he has commis
sioned, in expressions of gratitude 
and affection as he lays down the 
heavy responsibilities he has borne 
so ably and so well for these many 
years. 

Missionary Hymns, 
Stories, and Essays 

The response to our announcement 
of WORLD OUTLOOK's Golden An
niversary Awards contests for- new 
m1ss10nary hymns, stories, and 
essays has been rather overwhelm
ing. The decisions concerning the 
awards for the hymns should be 
ready for the August issue, though 
the judges have had great difficulty 
in giving careful attention to the 
hundreds of entries and reaching 
agreement as to the entries deserv
ing awards. 

The decisions regarding the mis
sionary stories and essays on the 
philosophy of missions will hardly 
be ready before fall. Announcements 
will be made before the end of the 
year. 

Our gratitude to all who have sent 
us materials for these contests is 
great. We are encouraged to believe 
that so many gifted people are think
ing and writing about the call and 
the romance and the meaning of 
missions. 

New Book of Worship 
Deserves a Trial 

Among the more hopeful develop
ments of a somewhat lackluster 
General Conference was the pres
entation on a trial basis of a revised 
Book of Worship. It was asked by 
the Commission on Worship that the 
proposed revisions be tried out by 
the churches in this quadrennium 
and that formal changes be made in 
1964 on the basis of such trial usage. 

We concur heartily with this idea. 
If there has been an area of church 
life which has too often suffered from 
neglect and inattention within Meth
odism, it has been that of worship. 
It has frequently been a disgrace, to 
put the matter bluntly. Fortunately, 
the situation is improving and the 
new revisions move in the right di
rection. 

There will be some who will not 
agree. The cry of "formalism" will 
doubtless be heard. We suggest to 
such critics that they have a special 
responsibility to test these revisions 
during these four years. Improve
ments can doubtless be suggested. 
But only by those who honestly try 

[ 321 ] 5 



.l~tlitorials Conti1111ctl 

these orders to see how they work 
out in practice. 

We earnestly suggest that all 
churches test these revisions in 
1960-64. 

General Conference 
in Retrospect 

Already the General Conference 
of 1960 is a part of history. 

The Annual Conferences have 
heard the reports from their dele
gates. Boards and agencies have ad
justed by-laws to meet new 1960 
legislation. Newspapers have picked 
up and commented on the major 
news, and have now turned to other 
matters. 

It seems that the church is settling 
down for the four years of the next 
quadrennium as if there had been no 
General Conference. 

But there was a General Confer
ence 

The General Conference of 1960 
was most significant. It is true that 
other General Conferences have 
made more structural changes. Legis
lation that affected the structure of 
the Central Jurisdiction, the major 
issue, remained just about the same 
as it was in 1956. 

But there was a subtle difference 
between 1956 and 1960. It showed it
self in the part that the leaders of 
the Central Jurisdiction themselves 
played in the jurisdictional plans for 
the future. 

Some people will say that the 
Central Jurisdiction might have been 
preserved anyway; That, even if the 
Negro constituency had come to Gen
eral Conference resolved on the 
liquidation of the Jurisdiction, it 
would have been kept. Perhaps. That 
is not the consideration here. 

What we are saying here is that 
the race issue as it affects The Meth
odist Church has moved into a new 
frame of reference. 

Sincere liberals who came to Gen
eral Conference to battle for the inte

. gration of the Central Jurisdiction 
into the church as a whole were left 

6 [ 322] 

bewildered and at a loss as to how to 
proceed. 

Men, or women, who were not as 
liberal, said: "But the Central Juris· 
diction is content to remain the Cen
tral Jurisdiction." 

That is not the whole truth. 
The change is due to the realiza

tion by the leaders of the Central 
Jurisdiction that they could be losing 
the opportunity for participation in 
the main affairs of the church by 
giving up their own organization. 
Until this participation is protected 
the Central Jurisdiction will remain
unless the world moves too fast in 
integration to make it possible . . 

There will be, no doubt, some mov
ing of churches across jurisdictional 
lines during the coming quadren
nium. It probably will not be very 
impressive. But the church, if it is to 
become truly one in its fellowship, 
should be looking for some way to 
protect Negro participation in policy
making bodies irrespective of a Ne
gro jurisdiction. We see no sign of 
any such effort from either white or 
Negro members. 

On the mission field plans for full 
participation in the world church by 
members of young churches are not 
only being forecast. They are, in 
many places, in operation. 

This may not be a completely 
analogous situation with the Central 
Jurisdiction. The Negroes have been 
in full membership in at least part 
of The Methodist Church from its 
beginning. But any minority group 
has to face the question of its place 
in policy and direction. This is the 
main question before the minority 
peoples of the world. It is the ques
tion before majorities as well, if 
there is to be full harmony. 

The question of interracial fellow
ship in the church needs to be han
dled with even greater imagination, 
as far as the structure of the church 
goes than has ever been done before. 
The theological issues involved 
should be stated clearly. The social 
ideal should be lifted up so that the 
Negro struggle for place in the 
policy-making bodies of the church 
is seen as a part of the struggle to 
achieve dignity and responsibility. 
This is a job for church boards and 
congregations and individuals. What 

we have now is not good enough for 
The Methodist Church. 

John D. Rockefeller, Jr. 
The daily papers and news week

lies have already noted the death of 
John D. Rockefeller, Jr. 

Over the television he was de
scribed as a philanthropist, the son 
of John D. Rockefeller, and the father 
of the governor of New York state. 

In some places the sums of money 
Mr. Rockefeller gave away during 
his lifetime were enumerated-stag
gering sums to most of us. 

But little was said-maybe noth
ing at all-about the effect which 
Mr. Rockefeller has had on the out
reach of the church. 

During the early thirties, in the 
midst of the depression, Mr. Rocke
feller launched the Laymen's Mis
sionary Inquiry. It was the most 
penetrating study into the mission of 
the church and its missionary prac
tices that any church-Protestant or 
Catholic-has ever known. 

It was objective in its inquiry, but 
it accepted the role of mission as a 
proper one for the church. Many of 
its recommendations were so far ad
vanced that they were not accepted 
by the mission boards of that day. 
But whether they were accepted or 
not they changed thinking on mis
sions and mission throughout the 
Protestant world. 

No doubt Mr. Rockefeller had ex
pert advisors on the way such an 
Inquiry should be made. It is possi
ble that the idea did not originate 
with him. But he was quick to grasp 
its inherent significance. 

There are other gifts, of course, 
which Mr. Rockefeller made to the 
church. One is the gift toward the 
theological training of churchmen of 
the young churches-a most neces
sary training if the churches are to 
come to their full growth. Others 
could be mentioned. But, given the 
times and the general apathy of the 
thirties toward missions, nothing has 
equalled the Inquiry for daring and 
imagination. 

If depended on Rockefeller money, 
of course. But without the insight of 
John D. Rockefeller, Jr., it could never 
have happened. 

WORLD OUTLOOK 
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COEXISTENCE 
OR 

ENCOUNTER? 

By 
'VINSTON L. 
KING 

"It 111ay he q11estio11ed whether Buddlzism has rr.mUy eraclicatecl 'hli11cl faith' ... or 
whether faith is 11secl witl1011t aclwowleclge111ent . .. . "This is the shrine of tlze great 
reclining Bnclcllw at Peg11, Burma. 

'Vhat is necessary for a real con
frontation of ChristianitY and 
other religions? Taking thera
vada Buddhism, particularly as 
found in Burma, Dr. King ex
amines some of the thought pat
terns which effectively prevent 
Buddhists from being truly chal
lenged by the Christian faith. Dr. 
King is Dean of the Chapel and 
Professor of Philosophy and Re
ligion at Grinnell College in 
Iowa. He recently served as Pro
fessor of Comparative Religion 
at the International Institute for 
Advanced Buddhistic Studies in 
Rangoon, Burma. 

0 NE of the most fascinating sub
jects in the his~ory of religions is 

the varying result of the encounter 
of two differing religious faiths. Some 
have clashed head on; by means of 
fanatic zeal and political alliances one 
of them triumphs over the other. 
Sometimes it has been a matter of 
mutual interpenetration and modifica
tion or even a ne1.v religion comes into 
being. Then again it seems that reli
gions have been able to live side by 
side for some periods of time but in 
essential isolation from each other. 

This appears to be the contempo
rary case with Christianity and Thera
vad.a Buddhism, especially in Burma 
and perhaps in most of Southeast 
Asia. In Burma there was a relatively 
large-scale conversion to Christianity 
among the Karens some generations 
ago; but there 1.vere ethnic and po
litical considerations which beclouded 
the religious situation. On the whole 
Buddhism in Burma has been largely 
unaffected by more than a hundred 
years of Christian missionary work, 
either in tenns of large numbers of 
converts or significant religious inter
change. 

\i\lhy has there been no funda-
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mental intellectual-religious en
counter between the two? Some at
tempt will be made here to give a 
partial answer to the question, not on 
the basis of evaluating missionary 
methods, but on the basis of the state
ments of the vocal Buddhist apologist 
of today. This obviously limits the 
range of the statements herein to the 
views of those leaders who are some
what aware of, and concerned about, 
the relation of their religion to other 
faiths. It rules out the vast mass of the 
adherents of popular Buddhism who 
do not know their own Faith, though 
they may imbibe the general attitude 
which they find in their leaders with
out knowing why. Further, what is 
said here applies primarily to the 
Theravada Buddhism of Southeast 
Asia and most particularly to Burmese 
Buddhism. 

There is always the simple but 
basic fact that whenever one religion 
seeks to penetrate a new cultural con
text as a mission field, something must 
give way if it is successful. Old cus
toms will be altered, beliefs dis
counted, and ecclesiastical structures 
disturbed. Often there is a perfectly 
natural resistance to the intruder, 

sometimes cultural and political. This 
is all the more true if the home-grown 
religious culture is thoroughly estab
lished in its own ways. Such has been 
the case in Burma. vVhile there have 
been a few internal religious strug
gles, or political struggles ·with reli
gious overtones, and some centuries of 
back-and-forth border raiding with 
neighbors, on the ·whole it can be said 
that Burma was rather solidly and 
conservatively Buddhist for some 800 
years or more before the British came. 

It is true that Christianity did not 
first come to Burma with the British. 
There were earlier Catholic missions 
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in Tenasserim and Arakan; and 
Adoniram Judson arrived ahead of 
British dominion by a few years. Yet 
from the first quarter of the nine
teen th century Christianity was the . 
religion of the invader and oppressor. 
(Even Hinduism represented the re
ligion of the British-imported Indian 
nationals.) His tori cal circumstances, 
therefore, have not disposed the proud 
and independent Burman, whose 
kings were for centuries munificent 
patrons of the Buddhist faith , to any 
real or sympathetic hearing of this 
foreign faith. 

Recent trends have only increased 
this resistance. Several efforts at in
dependence on the part of the Karens 
have often been linked, rightly or 
wrongly, with the large proportion of 
Christians among them. And Burmese 
independence has brought with it a 
very understandable desire to throw 
off all forms of bondage, cultural as 
well as political. Not that there has 
been any real persecution or vilifica
tion of religious minorities; Burma has 
been conspicuously fair and tolerant 
in this matter. But a considerable part 
of the current Buddhist resurgence is 
certainly nationalistic in Havor; the 
ideal Burman is considered, as a mat
ter of course, to be a Buddhist. Some 
are now calling for the establishment 
of Buddhism as the state religion, 
though promising freedom for non
Buddhist minorities. 
· These factors are certainly not 

negligible in the matter of religious 
encounter. Yet they are perhaps 
tangential to our main consideration,, 
·which is in the area of the basically 
differing doctrinal approaches and at
titudes of the two faiths. Here, if 
anywhere, significant encounter or 
non-encounter will take place. 

In a general way it may be said 
that Buddhism has not been doctrinal
ly or intellectually challenged by 
Christianity because it considers those 

· attitudes and beliefs which are pecul
iarly and distinctively Christian to be 
evidences of religious immaturity or 
insufficiency. Those convictions con
sidered by Christians as their distinc
tive pride and glory are, to the Bud
dhist intellectual, a sign of weakness 
and inferiority; he listens to their 
statement somewhat as the conqueror 
of Everest might listen to the boasts of 
one who has scaled an Alpine foothill. 
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More specifically let us begin by 
asking how a knowledgeable Bud
dhist would react to the following 
ritual language of the Methodist com
munion service: 

"\i\T e do not presume to come to this, 
Thy Table, 0 merciful Lord, trust
ing in our own righteousness, but in 
thy manifold great mercies. . . . 
\ i\Te Thy humble sen1ants, desire 
Thy Fatherly goodness mercifully to 
accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving1 most humbly beseech
ing Thee to grant, that, by the merits 
and death of Thy Son Jesus Christ, 
and through faith in His blood, we 
and Thy whole Church may obtain 
forgiveness of our sins, and all other 
benefits of His Passion." 
(Methodist Hymnal, 1939 edition, 
pp. 530, 531.) 

Obviously the whole passage would 
be distasteful to the Buddhist at sev
eral points, e.g., the reference to the 
blood of Christ. But especially unac
ceptable would be the humble be
seec11ing dependence upon the will 
and merits of another for salvation. 
For Buddhists today unceasingly em
phasize that theirs is a way of self
salvation. They would reverse the 
first sentence of the prayer to read: 
"vVe do most emphatically trust in 
(depend on) our own righteousness 
(good deeds) in past and present lives 
to save us. No one, nothing else, can 
or will save us." 

This objection to other-salvation 
has both metaphysical and moral 
aspects. The first takes the form of a 
deep conviction that it is a sheer im
possibility for one being, human or 
"divine," to directly effect, or even 
greatly affect, the salvation of another. 
That stream of successive causally
linked existences, which is the es
sence of each of us, is never causally 
confused or intermingled with that 
of another. \i\That I now am, I am
not by the grace of God-but by 
virtue of what a former "I" did in a 
past set of existences. No matter how 
much a human friend, or a spirit, or 
even a humanly-existing Buddha 
might desire to help me spiritually, 
his help can never be more than in
cidental. Only I can alter my own 
destiny. 

The other aspect of the Buddhist 
objection to the communion ritual, 
the moral, can be stated thus: A doc-

trine of redemption by another's deed 
is weakening and debasing. Thus: 

"Man is not a fallen creature, who 
needs must beg and pray for mercy. 
According to Buddhism man is a 
potential master of the universe, but 
through ignorance he fails to realize 
his power. What he needs is to pluck 
up a little courage and break through 
the bonds that he himself has un
wittingly created." 
Light of the Dhamma, Union Sasana 
Council, Rangoon, Vol. I, No. 3 
(April 1953), p. 6. 

In keeping with these general senti
ments the Christian's sense of guilt is 
looked upon as morbid, even patho
logical; his continual repentance is 
considered servile; and his depend
ence upon the act of another, i.e., God 
through Christ, for his ultimate salva
tion, seems sheer moral cowardice. To 
gain salvation thus-even if possible 
-would be ethical failure. The doc
trine of salvation by faith in God 
intrudes upon man's freedom and, if 
acted upon, is a confession of moral 
bankruptcy. 

It is obvious that such a view, 
usually stemming from very inade
quate knowledge of Christian doc
trine, does not do full justice to the 
Christian view of salvation-though 
some interpretations thereof deserve 
such a rebuke. It may well be asked 
whether the Christian convincement 
of man's "sin" does not give a more 
realistic picture of human nature than 
Buddhism's human "ignorance." Also 
it may be noted that "self-help" is a 
frequent and authentic note in Chris
tianity: "Work out your own salva
tion" even though "it is God that 
worketh in you." Historically the idea 
of God has not deterred vigorous ac
tion; contrarily it has often been a 
spur to try the humanly impossible. 

In this same connection of course, 
the Buddhist finds the Christian tem1 
"grace," as indicating the unmerited 
gift and help of God, totally out of 
place in his self-salvation content. Yet 
a closer examination of Buddhist doc
trine shows that there are loopholes 
even here for "grace" to enter. This is 
most notable at the popular level 
where the aid of the devas (spirits 
who were once human beings, but 
now because of good deeds live for 
many years in superhuman but tern-
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porary heavens} is much sought after. 
This aid is usually sought for material 
help, not assistance on the way to 
Nirvana; yet the two are not mutually 
exclusive as the follmving quotation 
from a Burma Buddhist World-Mis
sion leaflet indicates: 

"If you obey these Precepts (the 
Five basic moral Precepts) the glori
ous Devas will help and protect you, 
and you will have a happy life now 
and in your future birth." 

Even the scriptures, however, state 
that it is a great privilege, a one in a 
billion-billionth chance, that you and 
I have been born in an era wherein a. 
Buddha's teaching is still extant. 
(And, of course it is an even greater 
privilege to be born in a Buddhist 
country.) Precisely what act of cosmic 
" " "l "l cl 1· grace or c rnnce ms arrange t us 
is not clear. Even if it be due to "my" 
past.good deeds alone, since that past 
is cut off from my present memory 
and responsibility, the benefits of 
those good deeds come like a gift of 
grace, unforeseen and unpredictable. 

Some Buddhists seem willing to ad
mit the equivalent of a gracious re
sponsiveness on the part of the 
universe even in the matter of self
salvation. Just as the Buddha in his 

lifetime could, with his omniscient 
vision, see the maturing spirituality of 
any existent creature and transport his 
presence there to help that one on to 
enlightenment, so (said one devout 
Buddhist to me) a spiritual S.O.S. 
sent out by a man today, or his readi
ness for a significant spiritual step 
forward, will meet with a "response" 
-though the Buddha himself hears 
no prayer. So also there is a kind of 
"grace" in the good monk or the 
memory of the Buddha which makes 
a good deed done to him fruitful of 
good results far out of proportion to 
the deed itself. 

Notvvithstanding these hidden 
openings for grace, the orthodox Bud
dhist view, maintained more stoutly 
than ever today, is that all one's right
eousness is his own creation and re
sponsibility. Thus it is that as soon 
as a Christian uses the words "grace," 
"forgiveness" or "salvation by the 
merits of Christ," the Buddhist im
mediately rules such a view out of 
serious consideration. · 

A second area of basic rion-en
coun ter is with regard to the respec
tive roles of faith and reason in reli
gion. Buddhism takes the position 
that it has absolutely no need of faith. 
Thus: 

" ... Those attitudes and beliefs which are peculiarly and distinctively Christian 
[are considered by Buddhists] to be evidences of religious immaturity or ·insuffi
ciency." This is the president of tlze World B11ddhist Council which met in the 
19SO's in B1ir111a. 

Wide World Photo 
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"In what consists the greatest singu
larity of Buddhism? 

Unlike the revealed religions Bud
dhism does not require blind faith to 
prop up and vivify dogmatic myster
ies. For what else is such faith but 
the will to hold on to something as 
certain which one feels to be uncer
tain. On the other hand Buddhism, 
being based on the results of experi
ence and knowledge, is wholly a 
scientific system. 'Saddha' in Bud
dhism is totally different from 'Faith' 
found in revealed religions. It is the 
product of experience, tested in the 
light of reason." 
(Ibid, p. 13.) 

This represents the standard Bud
dhist statement about Buddhism, par
ticularly as it encounters Western 
science and.· philosophy. And that 
such statements appeal to numbers in 
the West cannot be denied; Western 
converts often proclaim that it was the 
complete rationality of Buddhism 
which first attracted and now holds 
them. 

Buddhism maintains that it begins 
with that which is empirically ob
servable by every man within him
self; and proceeds, logical step by 
logical step, first-hand experience by 
first-hand experience, to construct its 
doctrines without recourse to "blind 
faith," its term for ordinary religious 
faith. 

Theravada Buddhists frequently 
make the claim these days that mod
em science is but discovering what 
the Buddha proclaimed 2500 years 
ago: the insubstantiality of matter 
and its true quality as only fluxing 
energy patterned in causal sequence. 
Buddhism holds that all items of 
sensible reality are impermanent. 

Both the human "soul" and Goel 
are dissolved by the acids of Buddhist 
criticism into illusions of the ignorant 
mind. Anatta (no self, no self-nature) 
is the central gospel of Buddhism. It 
signifies not only the truth that there 
are no real selves or souls in existence, 
but that anyone who analytically in
trospects his own experience can dis
cover this for himself. He will find no 
mind but only thinking; no self but 
only a stream of ever-changing con
sciousness. And in this connection 
David Hume and his successors 
(philosophers, psychologists), who 
can find no mind or self over and 
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above the contents of consciousness, 
are of ten quoted. 

It may be questioned whether 
Buddhism has really eradicated "blind 
faith"-its name for faith in all other 
religions-or whether faith is used 
without acknowledgment, which is 
"blindness to faith" at least. On the 
popular level there can be no doubt 
but that the devas, and even the 
Buddha himself, are God-substitutes 
functioning through the faith of their 
devotees. Even above the sheerly pop
ular level, the doctrine of the Bud
dha's omniscience, ·which means at 
least the infallible revelation of an 
infallible way to Nirvana, is a basic 
doctrine. (The reality of such knowl
edge in the Buddha seems to be a 
matter of faith plain and simple.) 
Now and then it is conceded in print 
that the rebirth doctrine cannot be 
rigidly proved, but needs some faith 
for initial acceptance. Nor for that 
matter can the one great reality, 
Ninrana, be proved to be the absolute 
cessation of rebirths; by definition no 
one ever returns to tell us about it. 

But even though some of the above 
items be considered momentary lapses 
into heterodox frankness, the fact re
mains that in Buddhism, just as with 
St. Thomas Aquinas in Christianity, 
there is a kind of super-knm-vledge 
which cannot come by ordinary rea
soning. Aquinas called it revelation; 
Buddhism calls it supernormal in
sight, though normal to the saint. 
\i\Then once attained, after prolonged 
mental concentration, it endows the 
saint with the remembrance of thou
sands of past existences of himself 
and others, clairaudience, clairvoy
ance, and self-transport through 
space. Those gifted with such in
sight and powers are reputed to have 
knowledge of the thirty-one planes of 
existence (from the purgatories to 
the highest heavens) and of other 
mysteries far beyond pedestrian 
scientific reason. 

However, as a man thinketh so is 
he; and the Buddhist believes that 
he exercises, not faith, but reasoned 
confidence, and achieves supernor
mal, but not supernatural, insight. 
(And since this latter is impossible to 
normal insight, the two never con8ict 
in their findings.) The strength of 
this ostensible no-faith position is 
great: It is a "realistic" facing of the 
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worst that science or skeptical phi
losophy can say about the world. On 
the very basis oF no selF, no substance, 
no God, it erects a hope of salvation. 
These very negations which seem to 
threaten the existence of other re
ligions are held by Buddhism to be 
its Good News for all men. Negations 
of ordinary truths indicate the pres
ence of the Absolute Truth. There
fore Buddhism sees itself as peculiarly 
fitted to be the religion of a disillu
sioned, sceptical, scientific age. 

This brings us to the final aspect, 
perhaps the most baffiing of all that 
the \i\lestem Christian encounters: 
negative statement as the framework 
of religious experience. 

This seems to be characteristic of 
much Eastern cultural expression, 
but particularly of Theravada Bud
dhism which delights in negation. Re
peatedly and with aggressive enthu
siasm the Theravada Buddhist urges 
his negations upon non-Buddhists as 
the essence of his "faith." A visiting 
monk, who knew not a word of Eng
lish, hunted up an interpreter and 
for three or four weeks tried to im
press on me the 8uctuating, im
permanent nature of consciousness
to destroy my illusion of selfhood. A 
layman held forth for more than an 
hour on the "unreality" of all visible 
things and selves and showed me 
physiological charts of the human 
body upon which he gazes in wakeful 
night hours to remind himself of his 
impermanence. At every tum the no
soul doctrine is expounded as the 
quintessential heart of Buddhism. 
And of that Supreme Negation, Nir
vana, literally "going out, blowing 
out" or "cessation," it is glowingly 
affirmed that it is man's supreme joy, 
experienceable even in this life. 

It is of course the very luminous
ness of this negativity which poses the 
problem for inter-faith conversations 
and makes them frustrating · to the 
Christian. Words turn like slippery 
knives in the hand, cutting in unex
pected ·ways; an agreement on terms 
often hides, or even beautifully deco
rates, basic disagreements with de
ceiving harmony. Hence much of 
what is said on both sides is to little 
real effect. Genuine issues are not 
joined and actual confrontation does 
not take place. Or if verbal issue be 
apparently joined, the Buddhist has 

final recourse to the statement: You 
can't understand this intellectually; 
you must realize it in direct e}..'Peri
ence! 

The Westerner-and most Chris
tianity, wherever, is still Westem
must be prepared for an inversion of 
his terminology that is very disconcert
ing; or at least be prepared to appreci
ate another type of valuation which 
seems "wholly other." (And since the 
East is not in the mood for exploring 
\ i\lestem ideation at present, the 
\i\lesterner must make the major ef
fort and reap the major baffiement.) 
Thus "individuality" in its desired 
\i\lestem .form of aggressive unique
ness, is not good but evil to Bud
dhism. Personal existence is a limita
tion rather than the height of godlike 
powers. Ideas and concepts are distor
tions of truth, not its vehicle. Physical 
reality more often hides than reveals 
actuality. "Life affirmation" is what 
binds man to suffering. Communal 
fellowship and concrete service are 
secondary, not primary spiritual 
duties. The great goal of all endeavor 
is the cessation of all endeavor; and 
though described as "the graveyard of 
the mind" it is coveted as the pearl 
of great price. 

Here is a disagreement which can 
never be overcome merely by words. 
For whose negation really negates? 
and whose positive values really af
firm? Or what is affirmed and what 
denied? The Buddhist here . remains 
largely impervious to the Christian af
firmation of the "positive" worth of 
individual being, of the necessity for 
full-hearted action in time~space com
munities, and of the value of clear 
conceptual statement about ultimate 
realities. These seem to him only the 
evidence of an as-yet-immature spir
ituality. 

Somehow if Christianity and Bud
dhism are to have a significant reli
gious meeting they must get beneath 
the level of embattled slogans and 
counter-concepts and find agreement, 
or difference, of inner experiences. 
Either, genuinely achieved, would be 
an advantage. Then in the light of 
these realities, new terms (or old 
terms filled with new meaning), and 
nevv modes of contact might be found 
to carry on such intercourse as would 
result in mutual understanding and 
enrichment. 
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By JOHN R. DICKEN 
Me111ber of Pioneer Parish Ministerial Team 

Rural Indiana is one of the many 
areas where lVIethodism's traditional 
ministry to rural areas faces a change 
in pattern. To meet this change, 
the North Indiana Conference 
established the Pioneer Methodist 
Parish north of Fort 'Vayne. 

Ten clriirches rn11gi11g in si:e from 
nineteen to sixty-six 111e111bers for111 tlze Pioneer 

Metlzodist Parish. Tlze m1tl1or is slzown 
with a 17nrish 111ap indicating tlze geograplzicnl 

relationshi17 of these clwrclzes. 

RURAL METHODISM in Indi
ana faces strong competition 

these clays. Changing community pat
terns threaten the traditional methods 
of service by rural churches. .Fewer 
full-time farmers now cultivate more 
acreage per man. Urban families now 
move into the open country to build 
their homes but return to the city to 
work and do their shopping. Both 
parents in many rural families arc ' 
employed outside the home. Rural 
children of today attend larger and 
consolidated schools. 

Methodism in Fort \i\layne District 
and northeastern Indiana is seeking 
answers to such threats to the sur
vival of traditionally rural churches. 
Of the six districts in North Indiana 
Conference, .Fort \Vayne has the 
highest percentage of small rural 

JULY 1960 

churches. In 1959 thirty-eight of the 
eighty churches in this district re
ported fewer than I 00 members. OF 
these churches only thirteen showed 
gains in membership and eighteen 
showed a membership loss. 

Such a record as this prompted the 
Rev. Byron Stroh, district superin
tendent, to lay plans for a creative 
ministry in the rural area north of 
metropolitan Fort \!Vayne, Indiana. 
At the 1957 annual conference ses
sion.he secured two seminary students 
and a part-time supply pastor to serve 
nine churches in DeKalb and Noble 
counties. Throughout the year he en
couraged the three men to exchange 
pulpits regularly and to meet together 
for fellowship and planning. This as
sociation among the ministers and 
their churches marked the beginning 

of the present Pioneer Methodist Par
ish. 

Guided by a survey of rural Meth
odism in Fort \i\Tayne District during 
the year, the district superintendent 
sought to strengthen this creative 
rural ministry. At the 1958 confer
ence session he convinced the bishop 
and the cabinet oF the need for Fu 11-
time leadership in this e: .. :peiiment 
and a seminary-trained pastor was ap
pointed to replace one of the student 
mm1sters. Other changes added 
strength. The part-time supply pastor 
accepted full-time work in the Parish . 
Parish· lines were adjusted to fit com
munity patterns. And a Parish head
quarters was established in Auburn, 
the county seat of DeKalb County. 

This new rural ministry was 
christened "Pioneer Methodist Par-
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ish"-a name to match its goal "to 
explore the frontiers oF pastoral work 
and church fellowship in town and 
country churches." 

From its birth this child of rural 
Methodism has been nourished by 
regular feedings of a special formula 
designed to help it develop strength 
and power. Fonnula ingredients in
clude a creative pastoral ministry, 
democratic group planning and ac
tion, rich and personal experiences of 
faith in Christ, and wide opportuni
ties for Christian fellowship. 

The pastors began to form a crea
tive "team" ministry immediately. 
Each week they met for fellowship 
and personal enrichment. At such 
conferences the chill of rural isolation 
and loneliness was displaced by a 
warm enthusiasm for the mission of 
Christ. As the pastors met together 
they shared problems that were too 
big for one minister to manage alone. 
A strong bond of understanding and 
loyalty developed quickly among the 
three rural pastors working as a 
"team." 

From the beginning this team has 
sought to serve the whole Parish. Al
though each man accepts administra
tive responsibility for three or four 
churches, he makes himself available 
to all churches for fellowship and serv
ice. \i\Thenever· possible all three pas
tors participate in social functions in 
each local church. They exchange 
pulpit assignments one Sunday morn
ing each month. A Parish Sunday 
bulletin is printed to order with a 
directory of churches and pastors as 
well as a statement of Parish purpose. 
\i\Then a pastor cannot be reached by 
someone in need, another member of 
the team may be called. Instead of 
one-third or one-fourth pastor per 
church, the team tries to provide three 
pastors for each Parish church. , 

\i\Then the Pioneer Parish ·was con
ceived its present ten churches faced 
conditions that would have discour
aged less courageous people. Some of 
the church buildings needed paint 
and repairs. As small congregations 
the people found it costly to operate a 
rural church; often only a few fami
lies were bearing the financial support 
of the pastor. Some Sunday schools 
struggled along with inadequate class
rooms and poorly-trained teachers. A 
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Churches that have traditionally had only a weeh-end ministry are discovering the 
rewards of having f11ll-time pastoral leadership. Here a committee from Helmer 
Clmrch plan with their pastor, the Rev. Eugene Stolte. 

few churches had Sunday morning 
worship only twice a month. Local 
program resources were often limited 
not only by lack of money but also by 
lack ·of imagination. Most of the 
churches were accustomed to the 
leadership of pastors who were either 
beginning or leaving their ministry. 
Student and part-time mm1sters 
seldom stayed long enough to estab
lish a sense of purpose and to develop 
an effective program in the local 
church. Some of these conditions had 
existed for years and yet Methodism 
had offered little encouragement and 
little help to find a solution. It is no 
wonder that the sudden interest of a 
district superintendent and three pas
tors was met with suspicion by the 
people in these rural churches. 

The formation of the Parish Coun
cil was an attempt to allay this sus
picion and to provide democratic lead
ership from within the Parish 
churches. Two laymen, elected to 
represent their local church on the 
council, meet with laymen from other 
churches and the pastoral team one 
evening each month in one of the 
Parish churches. Here laymen and 
pastors discuss the work of Christ in 
their community. They share prob
lems, ideas and plans for working 
more effectively for Christ. 

Today the Council represents 
churches ranging in size from nine-

teen to sixty-six members. Five 
churches meet in buildings located in 
villages and five have open-country 
locations. All but two churches are 
located in DeKalb County. Total 
membership of these churches is only 
438, and yet these rural churches 
reach a Sunday school of 727 persons. 

The very names of these churches 
witness to the Bible, early rural 
preachers, and communities with a 
colorful history. To call their names
Altona, Butler Center, Cedar Chapel, 
Concord, Corunna, Helmer, Meese 
Chapel, Norris Chapel, Rehoboth 
and Swan-is to give voice to strong 
tradition and a heritage of service to 
rural Methodism. 

These churches through their Par
ish Council develop programs that 
rekindle enthusiasm and bring re
newed power to their ministry for 
Christ. \i\Tith the leadership of an in
terested pastor of the neighboring 
church of nearly 700 members, they 
provided a training school for some 
forty Parish Sunday school workers. 
They invited tvvo Methodist mission
aries to visit the Parish where respon
sive groups of children, youth and 
adults in every church gave them a 
warm welcome. Nine of these 
churches with less than 100 members 
each conducted their first every-mem
ber-canvass as a dynamic demonstra
tion of group planning and action. 
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The local church and the individ
ual Christian are kept in the fore
ground of Parish thinking and plan
ning. Each local congregation chooses 
whether it will participate in any Par
ish program. The local church may 
say "no" even when the pastors and 
Council advise that their participation 
is most desirable. Not only Council 
representatives hut any member of 
the Parish churches may speak his 
mind on any matter in a Parish Coun
cil meeting. Each pastor shares his 
concern for the personal growth of 
parishioners with the pastoral team. 
Growth in democratic leadership and 
personal faith in Christ is a primary 

1 concern for laymen and pastors alike 
in Pioneer Parish. 

People in Pioneer Parish churches 
have discovered their Christian neigh

i bars through cooperative planning 
I and group discussion across local 

ij
1 

lines. f\ young former confessed after 
1 several meetings with other churches, 
'i ~ 

1! "\Vhy, I've known for 

ii 
Ii 

years, but I never knew he was Sun
day school superintendent in the 
-----Church!" Youth arc find
ing a wider circle of Fellowship as 
they attend summer conFcrcnces to
gether at Epworth Forest and share in 
the monthly youth rallies in one of 
the Parish churches. "Christian Fel
lowship" becomes more than words 
for those who sit clown together over 
a cup of coffee to discuss their Chris
tian concern for the rural community. 

Like Old Testament spiritual lead
ers, the pastors have dreams and vi
sions for Pioneer Parish. And some 
of the dreams are beginning to ma
terialize. In a group of four churches 
they hope for a merger into one strong 
open-country church. Two other 
churches have voted to merge their 
official boards toward a Future united 
church. Youth in a small town church 
arc too few to meet as an effective 
youth fellowship; but they find a wel
come in the M.Y.F. of a neighboring 
larger church. The Methodist 

Church in a small town which is 
growing smaller may need to merge 
with the churches of other denomina
tions iF Christ is to be best served in 
the community. 

Time and experience will validate 
the Pioneer Parish experiment. But if 
outside support is any indication, then 
Pioneer Parish is certain to succeed. 
From the dozen lay preachers who 
help to provide leadership in Parish 
pulpits each Sunday to the Confer
ence Town and Country Commission, 
scores of laymen and mm1sters 
throughout northeastern Indiana are 
giving time, money and encourage
ment to this creative ministry in Fort 
\i\T ayne District. 

But laymen and pastors working 
from within the Parish are convinced 
that Goel is using Pioneer Methodist 
Parish to test the ability of Hoosier 
Methodists to win rural Indiana to 
Christ and His Church. And by the 
grace of Goel, Methodists in Indiana 
will meet the test. 

I: Tlze t711'ee pastors serving tlze Parish worh as a mi11isterial team. 
11 
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Tlze Rev. }a111es Frit:::. i11for111s a parishio11cr tlzat 111lze11 01ze 111i11ister ca1111ot be rcaclied 
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(Above) T lie . 
new building of 
the Iglesia 
M etodista de la 
Gracia (Grace 
Methodist 
Church) in the 
poor Gtiachapali 
section of Pan
ama City was 
dedicated l a s t 
Jmrnary. The 
sanctuary is at 
left and there are 
facilities for S111i

day school classes 
and a social pro
gram. 

The Rev. Charles 0. Butler (left), district superin
tendent, slzahes hands with clwrch members at Iglesia 
i"Vletodista la Gracia after services. 1Vork was started in 
G1iaclwpali in 1915. 

HAVING been one of twenty-one 
Methodist ministers selected 

from various parts of the country by 
the General Board of Evangelism for 
an evangelistic mission to Central 
America headed by the Rev. Leslie J. 
Ross, we kept an appointment to meet 
in the city of New Orleans on the 8th 
day of March, 1960. The purpose of 
such a meeting was to be enlightened 
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on all the pertinent details of our mis
sionary journey. \i\Te embarked on 
two fronts, fourteen workers having 
been assigned to Costa Rica and eight 
assigned to the Republic of Panama. 
The ·writer of this account received 
his charge, John \i\Tesley style, to 
Panama. 

This trip presented a challenge and 
more so when one thinks of all the 

• • ·a m1ssmnary 
By ABEL M. GOMEZ 

anti-American incidents which have 
been taking place lately in the city 
of Panama. \i\Te landed at the elegant 
and modem Panamanian airport on 
March 11th and were welcomed by 
the young and smiling face of the 
District Superintendent of Panama, 
Charles 0. Butler (known affection
ately as Don Carlos). On Sunday the 
13th we began our plans of operations, 
each man to his respective post as
signed. 

I was assigned to serve two posts, 
"El Malecon," in Panama and "El 
Pedregal," in one of the suburbs 
of Panama. "El Malecon" is the lead
ing church of Panama and has be
come self-supporting and boasts of a 
membership of 250 persons. Rev. R. 
H. \i\Theatley serves this church as its 
pastor. The two Sundays I spent there 
I preached for the 11 : 00 service at 
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Al.wt Gomt'z l'hotos 

(Left) Tlze congregation gat1zers 
outside "El l\1alecon," the famous · 
Seawall Methodist Clnircli in 
Panama City. 

(Below) Pmza111a11ian pastor and 
his wife and children. 

--- ... ·--------- - ... 

journey to ~ l~~~~~ 
l\1r. Gomez, a pastor in the Rio Grande Conference, recently 
took part in an evangelistic mission to Panama and Costa Rica. 
He is one of tl1e fi.ist members of a Spanish-speaking U.S. 
Conference to visit Latin America in such a capacity. Here are 
his impressions. 

"El Malecon." On Sunday afternoons 
and every evening I preached at my 
second post, "El Pedregal." Sra. 
I lilda Morales Valdez, a lady of pro
found Christian convictions, who is 
very well thought of and respected 
by her congregation, serves this 
cliurch ·as its pastor. 

Our services increased in attend
ance nightly. As our campaign con
cluded there were more than 200 in 
attendance, including sixty profes
sions of faith and fifty on probation. 

On the other fronts the results were 
also fruitful because Panama is a 
friendly, modern and happy city. In 
Colon the hunger to hear the word of 
God reminded me of the· Psalmist 
when he said, "my cup runneth over," 
for such enthusiasm indeed over
flowed. The final result o[ this mis-
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sionary endeavor was 598 new pro
visional members by profession of 
faith. There were 140 religious serv
ices held and the total number of per
sons attending reached 5,055. 

Pm1ama's major problem is the uni
ver<il problem oF "sin ." For example, 
to gain membership in The Method
ist Church a couple must be legally 
married as common-law marriages 
abound in staggering proportions. 

Our church owns and operates a 
modern Methodist School, "El In
stituto Pan-Americana," which was 
built at the cost of $300,000, and 
which has an enrollment of 1,500 stu
dents. The Rev. Bill Eddy serves as 
the school's director. 

Panama's churches have followed 
the modern rhythmic pattern of this 
city and one good example is our 

Methodist Church, "La Gracia." 
Remembering that we are working 

to cultivate friendship in Latin Amer
ica, our Methodist Church should de
velop with great diligence the mis
sionary zeal in Panama. \i\Te should 
take the gospel to these fronts since 
Panama is the connecting link be
tween the two Americas. 

The missionaries of our church as 
\vell as the native preachers, serving 
always to the point of sacrifice, are 
heroes indeed. The distances they 
have to cover are enormous, and the 
only means of easy transportation are 
the ainvays. Such traveling is very 
costly. Panama needs more of our 
undivided attention. It is most es
sential to fomrnlate planned action 
by our church for proper religious 
guidance in Panama. 
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To determine the true influence of 
Christianity in Japan in 1960, one 

must probe deeply beneath the statis
tical reports and study closely the lives 
of the individuals concerned. 

From a population of more than 
ninety million, only 650,000 persons 
have confessed their faith in Christ 
and joined churches. Not included in 
this number are added thousands of 
Japanese who believe in Christ's 
teachings, but do not belong to or
ganized congregations. The combined 
total, however, is not large. 

\i\That is more important is the fact 
that the Japanese who have been con
verted to Christianity have had to 
overcome years of ingrained preju
dices in pursuit of their faith. Thus, 
they are a sincere group with deep re
ligious convictions. Within them is a 
reservoir of Christian power ·which 
will be felt more strongly in the years 
to come. The prime example of this 
power was the life of the late Toyo
hiko Kagavva, internationally famed 
as an evangelist, social worker, author 
and labor leader. This is the story of 
how he helped one struggling young 
man to find himself. 

Often the least likely candidates for 
conversion have become Christian
ity's most vigorous supporters. Fujio 
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The~aking of 

Tlie Rev. F11jio i\1hki~~ today in tlie p11lpit of Toylw's 
J.Vlitahe Church, wlier;_ '. he is assistant pastor . 

.. . ·-.: 

Makino, a resident of Tokyo, is such < : _coming a pilot. Now I thought I 
- \~rould never serve my country." a person. 

Fifteen years ago Makino was 
being taught to kill his fellow men as 
a student aviator in the Imperial 
Japanese Navy. Today he is guiding 
their spiritual lives as a minister of the 
Protestant faith. , 

In 1944 when many young boys 
were being accepted into the Japanese 
military service as a desperation meas
ure, Makino, aged fifteen, started his 
training. He was proud of his country 
and its military machine. He was de
termined to become skillful at his pro
fession so that he could help destroy 
the hated enemies of Japan. 

Life in the Japanese navy was 
severe. Often Makino bore the marks 
of beatings which his superiors had 
given him to quicken his learning 
processes. Because of his strong de
termination, he found that he could 
withstand the harsh treatment. He 
believed that it made him more 
worthy to defend his country. 

One day in the summer of 1945, 
the cadet was dealt a stunning blow. 
He was informed that the war was 
over. 

"This day," l\/Iakino states, "was 
one of the most frustrating in my life. 
I had bent all my energies toward be-

As he made his way to his parents' 
home, Makino was bitter and disil
lusioned. He could not believe that 
Japan had lost the war. 

The guiding force which had sus
tained him through his military train
ing was gone. He did not know what 
he wished to do with his life. In his 
despair he did not care. 

At his parents' insistence he re
turned to high school. But his former 
classmates had already graduated. He 
secretly felt that he should not be 
among children after he had been al
lowed to shoulder a man's responsi
bilities. Because of his indifference to 
his studies, he ranked at the bottom 
of his class of 237 at graduation time. 

Despite his poor record, Makino's 
parents now urged him to attend col
lege. To .please them he made several 
half-hearted inquiries, but discovered 
that no school would accept him, be
cause of his low high school grades. 

Secretly Makino had been follow
ing the growth of the new labor move
ment in . posH,var Japan. As he 
watched its progress, he became fired 
with the ambition to become a union 
leader. 

Toward this end he applied and 
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By CLIFFORD V. HARRINGTON 
'" . a;:;: ====== 

The Rev. Fujio Makino is a young Japanese pastor. 111is is the story 
of his difficult road to his present faith and calling. It is also a tribute to the 

late Toyohiko Kagawa, who was God's instrument in this man's 
life as in countless thousands of other lives. 

I a Japanese Christian 
I 

was accepted for work in the coal 
mines on the southern island of 
Kyushu. Because transportation was 
limited, he was forced to remain at 
home until a ticket became available. 

During the ensuing weeks, he 
thought carefully about the rugged 
work and the hard life of the miners . . 
I-le began to have misgivings. It was 
one thing to live under difficult condi
tions, but it was qui.te another to lead 
hardened, mature men. By the time 
his ticket arrived, he had decided 
against union work. 

Meanwhile Makino's parents' con
cern grew. They reminded him that 
he still had time to bone up on his 
studies and, perhaps, pass a special 
entrance examination oF some college 
in the spring, the traditional begin
ning of the Japanese school year . 
They gave him a list which they had 
obtained of possible schools he might 
attend. 

The former navy youth now shut 
hiJ,11selF. in an unused room on the 
pretense of studying. Instead, he read 
novels. But among them were several 
with themes which dealt with Chris
tianity. 

Makino harbored an intense hatred 
for anything Christian, but surpris
ingly he read on. Soon he became in
terested in the life of Jesus. In time he 
began to read the Japanese transla
tion of the New Testament of the 
Bible, but only because he was inter
ested in Jesus as a man. 

Alone in his study, Makino had 
time to think. \i\1ith the inspiring 
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teachings of Christ before him, he 
began to have grave doubts about his 
own beliefs and way of life. I-le still 
bore prejudices against Christianity 
as a formal religion, but now he 
wanted to study some oF its principles. 

Thus, he picked from the list that his 
parents had given him a Christian 
seminary for his future education. 

"My father did not have much 
money," lVlakino said. "But he did 
have enough to send me by train to 

111r. and Mrs. Mnhino st11dyi11g 1oge1/1er in tl1eir l10111e. 
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.Mr . .J\!Iahino, off on a round of pastoral d11ties, stands on a bmy Tohyo street near the 
church. 

Tokyo, so that I could apply for en
rollment at the school." 

Because food was still scarce, his 
mother packed a large lunch for him 
on the day of his departure. 

"At the train depot I savv a group of 
children who had been orphaned by 
the war," he said. "They were sleep
ing on benches. Suddenly, I could 
not bear the sight any longer. I left 
my food with the youngsters and Red 
home. I felt that I should be doing 
something to help in my home town." 

But after a sleepless night, Makino 
concluded that the best place for him 
was the seminary in Tokyo. He 
started on his journey again. This 
time he located the school on the out
skirts of the city. 

The people in charge informed him 
that they could accept only baptized 
Christians for training. To enter the 
seminary he would have to comply 
with this requirement. 

Because Makino's distrust of Chris
tians continued in spite of his desire 
to study the life of Christ, he returned 
home. 
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One day he went to hear the noted 
Japanese evangelist, Dr. Toyohiko 
Kagawa. Makino attended the meet
ing more out of respect for Dr. 
Kagawa's talents as a writer than as a 
minister. 

"This day was the turning point of 
my life," Makino states. "As I heard 
Dr. Kagawa talk, I felt that he was 
speaking directly to me. I realized that 
my life would have purpose and direc
tion, if I became a Christian." 

From that day Makino attended 
church services regularly and even
tually he accepted Christianity. After 
he was baptized, he informed his pas
tor of his previous desire to enter the 
seminary. But now his motives were 
changed. He wanted to become a 
minister. \i\Tith his clergyman's whole
hearted support, Makino was enrolled 
in the school. 

In 1956 after four years of study 
and three years of religious work, he 
was ordained a minister of the United 
Church of Christ of Japan (the 
Kyoclan). 

But Makino's education did not 

end here. He studied at Palmore In
stitute in Kobe to perfect his English 
in preparation for a trip to the United 
States. He had been selected along 
with five other ministers to study on 
a scholarship. 

This year he returned to Japan 
·with renewed faith, ready to senre his 
country in a way which he scarcely 
could have imagined fourteen years 
earlier. Recently he began his duties 
as assistant pastor of Tokyo's Mitake 
Church, one of the country's largest 
Protestant houses of worship. 

vVith the recent death of Dr. 
Kagawa, Japanese Christianity suf
fered a great loss. But thousands of 
persons like Mr. Makino whom 
Kagawa helped to become Christians 
will reflect his influence. \i\Tith the 
growth of ;:he Christian faith in Japan 
entrusted to such devoted hands as 
those of the Rev. Fujio Makino and 
other persons like him, the eventual 
triumph of the teachings of Christ in 
this oriental country appears to be 
likely. 
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Fathers and Brethren 

\j\f ITH this traditional form of address, a delegate 

' (above) has risen to speak on an issue before the 

788 delegates gathered in Denver's Municipal Audi

torium April 27-May 7 for the meeting of the highest 

legislative body of The Methodist Church. Held every 

four years, the General Conference is the only body 

empowered to speak for the church . And speak it did, 

on a variety of issues. Among outstanding actions were: 

modifications made in the . jurisdictional setup, to en

courage closer cooperation oF the jurisdictional and 

general conFerences and to emphasize the role of bishops 

as superintendents oF the whole church ; plans to aid in 
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the voluntary elimination of the Central (Negro) Juris

diction, coupled with refusal to set a time limit on such 

elimination; limiting of episcopal tenure in any one area 

to a maximum of twelve years; liberalization of rules for 

remarriage of divorced persons; acceptance on a trial basis 

of a new book of worship; many, many others. Here are 
a few visual highlights of the Conference. 

PICTURE 
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Presiding over tlze ConfereHce b11t 
mznble to speak in debate were tlze 
bis/zaps of tlze clzmch. This Gen
eral Conference was tlie 'first one 
to be presided over by a non-Amer
ican bishop. Bislzop Slzot K. Mon
dol of the Del/ii Area of India was 
the man; lie won a standing ova
tion. 

Seated on the main ffoor were tlie 
delegates of the 1>ariolfs anmwl 
conferences. In the foregroHnd 
are delegates from the Northern 
Philippines Conference. 
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Addressing the conference is Dr. 
1Villiam G. Thonger, long-time 
superintendent of Methodist worh 
in Belgi11m. 

Another view of the floor . At left 
are delegates of Argentina. 
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A111011g tlie choirs and groups appearing be
fore the conference was the Ambassadors 
Quartet from Rhodesia. Two of its members 
are shown in one of their traditional African 
numbers. 

Overseas delegates were among the interested 
viewers of the exhibits on display in the audi
torium. 

CPI Photo 
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PICTURE SECTIOl'-J 

In the lounges, informal consulta
tions were freq11ent. Dr. Robert 
McIGbben, of the Division of 
National Missions (riglzt), dis
cmses a lwotty problem of city 
work. 

Lloyd W. Tiule Photo 

An1101111ced d11ring tlze confere11ce was . tlze election of tire Rev. Fred P. McGinnis as presi
dent of Alaska Metlrodist University. Mr. McGinnis lzas been serving as acting presi_dent as 
well as superintendent of tlze Alaslw Mission Conference. He is slrown (left) being co11-
grat1rlated by Bislzop A. Raymond Grant of the Portland Area, cliairman of tl1e board of 
tr11stees of tire 1111iversity. 

[ 339] 23 



I.Jo;-d W. Rule Photo 
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Llord \V. Rule Photo 

One of the extracurdcular high
lights of the conference was the 
dinner given by tfie Board of Mis
sions and the Crusade Scholarship 
Committee. About 350 persons at
tended. 

Among tlwse at tlze dinner were 
(left to rig/it): Mrs. J. Ernest 
1Vilhins; Mrs. Pang of Korea; Mrs. 
Porter Brown; Mrs. Ocera of tlze 
Philippines; Dr. T. T. Brnm
bm1gh. 
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Lloyd ,Y, Unlc llhoto 

Dr. and Mrs. I. A. Chitamber of 
India's Nadiad Hospital chat with 
Dr. Roland Scott of the Board of 
1\1issio11s staff. 

Afr. A. R. Samuel, headmaster of 
the Christian lnstit11te, Raewind, 
Pahistan (left), looh.s sheptical at 
a remarh but tlze Rev. Escrivao 
Zmigztze of Moza111biq11e in Africa 
seems amused. 
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From Korea's m1to110111011S J\1eth
odist Clwrch, representatives in
cluded tlze bishop, Chong Pil 
Kim., and tlze general secretary of 
the clwrclz's department of ed11-
cation, the Rev. Cl100-Py11ng Kim. 

Highliglzt of tlie dinner was the 
presentation to Bishop Art1mr }. 
Moore of a volume of more t1wn 
200 letters from missionaries 
around the world. The presenta
tion was made by Mrs. }. Fount 
Tillman, president of the \Vom
an's Division of Christian Service. 
Bishop Moore is retiring after 
having served as President of the 
Board of Missions for twenty 
years. He was also named "Meth
odist of the Year" by WoRLD OuT
LOOK (see story on page 40). 

Lloyd Yf. Hnle J'>h oto 
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Abo11t thirty 011t of every 
lrnndred patients exn111ined by 

eye cn111p need operations. 

ilIJoon u 
Yellore and Ludhiana Offit:C', NYC 

By 

DOROTHY CLARH.E WILSON 

THE time was a Friday afternoon, 
the place a large town called Vel

lore in South India. The principal 
actors were a small group of intensely 
earnest Indians and one curious 
American. 

I was the American, and mingled 
with my curiosity was an excited and 
awed expectancy. For I had been in
vited to attend an "eye camp," a 
modern miracle of healing which in 
the past dozen years has given sight to 
over ten· thousand of India's blind, 
and better vision to twenty-five thou
sand more. 

The cars were being loaded for the 
trip when I arrived in the compound 
of Schell Hospital, the initial unit 
where Dr. Ida Scudder, an American 
missionary, started her medical work 
over fifty years ago. It is now the Eye 
Department of the largest medical 
center in all Asia, supported by near
ly forty Protestant denominational 
groups in at least ten different coun
tries. 

Behind the blue van marked ·with 
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the name "Opththalmic Department 
of the Christian Medical College, 
Vellore," a trailer was being piled 
high with dozens of grass mats and 
pillows, huge quantities of food, dress
ings, musical instruments, gospels 
printed in Tamil and Telegu, lan
terns, oil, and medical supplies. 

The team had already begun to 
gather : two senior doctors, a nursing 
sister, a pharmacist, an evangelist, 
several medical students, four hospital 
orderlies, and several servants. A cook 
with his helpers and a few other 
trained workers had already gone 
ahead to organize the camp. 

Dr. Roy Ebenezer, the efficient and 
genial head of the Eye Hospital, 
greeted me cordially but without tak
ing time out for the usual welcoming 
Indian gesture of 11a111aslrnr . . 

"\i\Te're going farther than usual 
this time," he told me, "about seventy 
miles. That's why we're starting 
earlier." 

Learning that he had already per
formed eighteen operations in the 

hospital that morning, besides super
intending the treatment of 112 in
patients and 120 out-patients, I mar
veled at his abounding energy. I 'vas 
to marvel at it still more before the 
next thirty hours were over. 

As -vve traveled along the good 
tarred main road, the driver expertly 
weaving his way among bullock carts, 
bicycles, juthas, laborers with huge 
loads on their heads, goats, monkeys, 
and ambling cattle, Dr. Ebenezer told 
me more about the drama I was about 
to witness. 

Started in 1947 by an American 
opththalmic specialist, Dr. Victor 
Rambo, eye camps were set up in an 
attempt to carry the benefits of the 
Eye Hospital and its operating room 
to the thousands of villagers who 
needed its services but would have 
neither the means nor the incentive to 
make the long journey to Vellore. So 
successful did the experiment prove 
that the project has now become a 
regular service of the Christian Medi
cal College Hospital. 

[ 343 ] 27 



Eye camps are held once or twice 
each month, as donations, usually 
from America, make them possible, 
the cost of each one ranging from 
seven hundred to eight hundred 
rupees, or about $150. The results in 
health benefits from this comparative
ly small cost are incredible. 

"In each camp we do an average of 
sixty to eighty cataract operations." 
The Indian doctor stated the aston
ishing facts with unassuming brevity. 
"About thirty of every hundred 
patients we examine need an opera
tion. Of the other seventy, some are 
beyond help. To many others we can 
give treatment or glasses." 

Our camp, I learned, had really 
begun long before this Friday after
noon. Some ten days earlier a scout 
had been sent out on a motorcycle to 
explore a needy area within a seventy
five mile radius of Vellore. 

This scout sought out some inAu
ential citizen, often a village head 
man, who would welcome such a 
camp and offer accommodation. 

Then had followed a "teller of 
good news," advertising through sur
rounding villages by printed notices 
and word of mouth, occasionally by 
beaten tom-toms, that all with the poo 
padera (cataract) or other eye ail
ments could come on a certain day to 
a certain place for eye examinations 
and, if need be, operations. If the 
patient could not afford to pay, the 
service would be given free of charge. 

As we rode, my curiosity and inter
est mounted. Already I was feeling 
a part of the expedition. The young 
Indian doctors and assistants were a 
jolly group, singing gaily in English 
and Tamil and l\tlalayalam, and Dr. 
Ebenezer encouraged their holiday 
spirit. 

V./ e stopped at a wayside tea shop 
for . refreshments, at a village shandy 
(market) to wander among the arrays 
of foods, bright bolts of homespun, 
notions, pottery, brass, and bangles. 

We stopped again for me to take a 
picture of a ·wedding party, the little 
bride half-suffocated in garlands, the 
groom fiercely resplendent in crimson 
coat and gold-embroidered cap. They 
were Ranked by a bodyguard of drum
mers, Autists, and relatives, all intent 
on getting into camera range. 
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\i\Te might have been a group 
bound on any weekend pleasure trip. 
But as we 'left the main road, I 
changed my mind. No pleasure driver 
would ever pick a road like this! Vve 
bumped and swayed and lurched over 
miles of washboard gravel, of rutted 
wheeltrack so narrow we seemed al
ways about to slip into the patchwork 
squares of brimming rice fields on 
either side. I gripped a door handle, 
closed my eyes, and listened to my 
teeth chatter. 

"\i\le're lucky today," said Dr. 
Ebenezer. "Our village is close to the 
main road. Sometimes vve have roads 
like this nearly all the way." 

I sensed a change of mood and 
tempo. The holiday spirit had given 
place to one of urgency. Even the 
doggedly unswerving bus seemed 
alive to its role in a serious mission. 

Our village was an unusually large 
and prosperous one, with puhlw 
houses of whitewashed brick and tile 
crowding humbler dwellings of mud 
and thatch. 

The head man, a dignified Bralunin 
with Vishnu's trident scored on his 
forehead in sandalwood paste and 
saffron, preceded the children who 
came to meet us. It was in a ware
house of his rice mill and groundnut 
factory that the eye camp was being 
held, the recent completion of the 
groundnut harvest having made the 
buildings available. \i\lhen we drove 
into the mill compound, I stared in 
amazement. In the small bare 
rectangle were crowded at least three 
hundred people! 

The trained workers who had ar
rived earlier had already organized 
the camp and conducted preliminary 
tests. The patients with apparent 
cataracts and other operable ailments 
had been lined up and given the chits 
-bits of marked paper-which en
titled them to further examination. 
The lines, three of them, with men 
and women in separate rows, stretched 
clear across the courtyard, a horde of 
all ages from great-grandfathers to 
babes in arms. All were either totally 
blind or with serious eye disorders. 
They stopcl as they had been squat
ting, many of them for long hours, 
passive, patient, warily hopeful but 
from bitter experience not expectant. 

The team, trained by long practice, 

moved swiftly and efficiently into ac
tion. Folding tables were set up, in
struments unpacked. 

Dr. Ebenezer took the time to ex
plain, simply and brieAy, why they 
were there, that they were concerned 
about people because they were Chris
tians, believing in a Goel of love and 
in Jesus, who had gone about the vil
lages of another country bringing 
light to sightless eyes. The young In
dian doctors, a man and a woman, 
took their places at the tables. One by 
one, each in his turn, the patients 
came fonvard and knelt beside one 
of the doctors for their examinations. 

Sitting at the table near Dr. 
Ebenezer, I ,\,atched them come, a 
bewildering variety of ages, castes, re
ligions. 

As he Bashed the beam of his 
electric torch into one eye after an
other, the doctor kept giving me in
formation about the cases and their 
possible treatments. 

"See that white density far in the 
eye, the inflammation around it? 

. That's the result of couching." 
I knew about couchers, those un

trained "healers" who go about the 
Indian countryside treating cataracts 
by the ancient, now long outmoded, 
method of pushing the clouded lens 
aside by the painful insertion of an 
unsterilized needle. Though sight may 
be restored temporarily, dire effects 
are almost inevitable. 

"C ' h' b d "" I · an t anyt mg e oner m-
quired with shocked pity. 

No. Nothing could restore sight to 
the mutilated eye, but fortunately the 
other eye, also clouded with cataract, 
had been uncouched. An operation 
would give the young man halF vision. 

There was an old man with an 
opaque cornea, from leucoma. If the 
opaqueness was complete, there was 
no hope. If not, an artificial pupil 
could be made under the clear cornea 
so light rays would pass through. An
other man had a badly inAamed eye 
because he could not close it. The lid 
could be stitched so the cornea would 
be under cover. Then, though the eye 
would always remain partially closed, 
he could see a little. 

There were eyes injured from 
leaves, straw, Aying tools; eyes in
flamed with severe conju1ictivitis. 
Nearly the usual third of those ex-
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amined suffered from cataract, some 
of them children less than a year of 
age, for one oF the causes of this dis
ability which claims half a million 
Indian victims seems to be malnutri
tion. 

The examinations continued late 
into the night by the light of gasoline 
lanterns and electric torches. Once 
Dr. Ebenezer began softly quoting 
the words of an old hymn: 

"At even ere the sun was set, 
The sick, 0 Lord, around thee lay. 
0 with what divers pains they met, 
0 with what joy they went away!" 

"He could cure them completely," 
said the doctor simply. "They went 
away whole. Man can do only a small 
part, and then only with God's help." 

Sixty-seven people were found vvho 
needed operations. \i\Tith tags sewn 
to their garments telling the needed 
operation and the eye or eyes to be 
operated on, these patients were fed a 
hot meal of rice gruel. Then they 
were settled for the night. 

Late in the evening the team also 
gathered for supper, sitting on grass 
mats around a square, and, after a 
Bible reading, prayed that the work of 
the following day ·be blessed. The 
members of the team hungrily de
voured rice and curry from plates of 
big moist green leaves, ending the 

'meal with plantains and coffee. The 
cook, a versatile performer, was also a 
skilled musician, and the strains of his 
violin or harmonillm lulled more than 

one member of the group to sleep. In 
the morning, almost as soon as it was 
light, the team was ready for the day's 
marathon. 

Two operating tables had been set 
up side by side in the shed, strips of 
clean canvas shielding them from the 
rusty and badly cracked corrugated 
roof. Every member of the team had 
his assigned task. 

As the patients were led in one by 
one, each wearing a clean white cap, 
one group performed the prepping, 
shaving eyebrows and cutting lashes, 
administering penicillin, doing the 
nerve blocking. Another, presiding 
efficiently over the hissing primus 
stoves, handled the sterilized instru
ments. Another, Dr. Ebenezer and 
his two assistant doctors, operated. 
Still another applied bandages and 
settled the patients on strips of mat
ting placed in rows on the earthen 
Aoor of the warehouse, men on one 
side, women on the other, a pillow of 
straw beneath each head. \i\Tith no 
complications it is possible to perfonn 
six operations in an hour. 

\i\lhen night fell, the team was still 
at work. Only when the last patient 
had been bandaged and put to bed 
on his mat did the concentration of 
furious activity slacken. There was 
little singing or fun-making on the 
long ride home. Twelve continuous 
hours of intensely skilled application 
at the end of a hard week's work had 
exhausted the last ounce of energy. 

But the camp was by no means 

The Vellore van at a roadside clinic. 
Yrlloro ancl L\Ulhlon. Offico, NYC 
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over. It had barely begun. The post
operative care of the delicate cataract 
operation demands skill and patience. 
A cook, a pharmacist, and four order
lies were left behind to care for the 
convalescents. The two simple daily 
meals of rice porridge supplied by the 
eye camp through Church \i\T orld 
Service were supplemented with food 
brought in by relatives and friends of 
the patients. 

An evangelist provided cheer and 
inspiration with songs and stories of 
the gospel message, accompanied by 
fiddles, tambourines, and drums. On 
one day a team of Public Health 
workers came from the Vellore Hos
pital to give an illustrated talk to the 
whole village on clean habits, varied 
diets, and more healthful living. 

And on alternate days one or more 
doctors came from Vellore to visit the 
patients and change the dressings. 

I was with the team when it re
turned eight or nine days later to re
move stitches, make fittings for glasses, 
dispense medicines, and, finally, close 
the camp. \i\Tatching these final steps 
in the miracle of healing, I was al
most as wide-eyed as the audience of 
curious village children crowding in 
the doorways, peering through the 
barred windows. 

Fascinated, I stood by while two 
young Indian women doctors applied 
their gauze masks, sat side by side at 
the heads of two cots, received their 
instruments as needed from a nearby 
alcohol lamp sterilizer; then, while an 
attendant held an electric torch on 
either side, applied the drops of 
anaesthetic and removed the stitches 
from the upturned eyes of patient 
after patient. 

I witnessed the excitement as some 
patients, bandages removed, were 
given dark eye shades and found that 
they could see dim objects. I saw 
others, sitting in the midst of curious 
onlookers out in the courtyard, hav
ing their eyes tested for refraction. 

Then finally came the crowning 
moments of all when, blinded a little 
myself by emotion, I saw glasses ad
justed to pair after pair of recently 
sightless eyes, saw the lips of young 
and old burst into smiles, the light of 
joyous discovery dawn in a dozen 
faces . 

\Vlwreas I was blind, now I can 
see! 
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0 NE of the most unusual com
munity activities ever initiated 

by college students took place in Ben
nett College, Greensboro, North 
Carolina, this past March. 

It was called Operation Door 
Knock because that was what the ac
tivity was. It meant that pairs of stu
dents went out into the community 
around the campus and knocked on 
doors. 

Their question was : "Are you a 
registered voter?" 

The students had reasons why per
sons should vote. They had cars to 
take people to the registration center. 
They "baby-sat" or cooked dinners 
while mothers went out to register. 

In three days one thousand prospec
tive new voters were added to the 
rolls of the electorate of Greensboro. 
One thousand men and women took 
their first step toward articulate citi
zenship. Young college women 
learned about the world around them. 

(Right) The young woman 
st11de11t explains why voti11g is a 
d11ty. 
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(Above) Tlze activity Operation Door Knoch 
grew 0111 of discmsio11s at this Ho111e-111ah.ing 
lnstit11te lzeld by Bennett College during 
March, 1960. 

(Left) The neiglzborlzood do11ated cars for the 
project. 
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Photos on these lwo rugcs bl' [)[t~HETT COLLEGE, Green sboro, M. C. 

(Right) 1Vhen this mother decided to 
register, the girls stepped in and tooh 

care of lzer baby. 

(Right) At the College, pub
lic sclzool children of the 
comm1111ity came to sing to 
the initiators of t11e Opera
tion Door Knoch. Their 
song was, aptly: "\iValh To
gether, Children-Don't Get 
\Veary." 

i JULY 1960 

(Left) New registrants waiting their turn. 

(Left) And the students did 
not show weariness as they met 
on tlze last night. One thou
sand registrants! One tlzousand! 
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Philip Gcnclrc::m, NYC [Ml Y country 'tis of thee, 
Sweet land of liberty, 
Of thee I sing: 

"Thy woods and templed hills" 

Land where my fathers died, 
Land of the pilgrims' pride, 
From every mountain side 
Let freedom ring! 

[MJ Y native country, thee, 
Land of the noble, free, 
Thy name I love; 
I love thy rocks and rills, 

[Ql 
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UR fathers' God, to Thee, 
Author of liberty, 
To Thee we sing: 

Thy woods and templed hills; 
My_ heart with rapture thrills, 
Like that above. 

Long may our land be bright 
\iVith freedom's holy light; 
Protect us by Thy might, 
Great God, our King. 

-Samuel F. Smith, 1808-1895 
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IN_ MISSISSIPPI 
By OUR ROVING REPORTER 

W HEN the alarm clock on her 
study table rings, Rural 

\i\Torker Augusta Helms reaches over 
to turn it off and, sighing, gets up
and goes to bed. 

The average person's ardor for 
work seldom needs an alarm to check 
it, ~ut Mrs. Helms is not an average 
person. \iVithout an alarm clock she 
might never stop working. 

For the past four years as a rural 
worker of the \i\Toman's Division of 
Christian Service she has, as she says, 

"ridden the range" of \i\Tayne County 
in southeastern Mississippi. From 
\i\Taynesboro, the county seat, she has 
crisscrossed the 812 square miles of 
farm and forest land to visit and help 
the county's eighteen Methodist 
churches and their people. 

True to Methodist tradition, Mrs. 
Helms is methodical. She has de
tailed maps and charts of the county, 
shmving the eighteen churches, dis
tances between them, and the kinds 
of help given in each case-long-term, 

As the r11ral worher, Mrs. A11gmta Helms, mahes her rounds of the 812 sq1rare miles 
of 1Vayne Co1111ty, Mississippi, on tlze worh of tlie eighteen Metliodist cl111rclies in 
t11e area, she often discmses projects and 11roble.ms beside a pond, over a fence, or at 
a picnic table. Here at a -fish pond Mrs. Helms tahes a few moments off "to see if 
they're biting" as she chats with one of the church members. 
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short-term, specific help on request, 
or just visits. 

This analysis of need is one of the 
most fundamental aspects of her 
work. She makes a thorough study of 
the churches, the community, and the 
people of the area to which she is as
signed before carrying out, and per
haps being carried avvay with, an ac
tion program. 

During a conversation in her little 
garden apartment on the property of 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Massey in 
\i\Taynesboro Mrs. Helms empha
sized the desirability-to her, indis
pensability-of such groundwork 
"Sometimes I may not appear to be 
doing anything for three or four 
months. But I 'live' with a church at 
first-attend all the services, go to 
meetings, get acquainted with the 
total program. Then I can better go 
about helping where I am needed." 

In Mrs. Helms' opinion, if a rural 
worker encounters difficulties and ob
struction, the trouble may lie in her 
having neglected or overlooked this 
vital initial study, "the getting to 
know you" phase. 

In 1955, the year Mrs. Helms 
came to \i\Tayne County, the eighteen 
churches were divided into three 
charges or circuits, two with four 
points, one with seven, and one with 
three. Now there are four charges or 
circuits, three with four points, and 
one with five, and \i\Taynesboro Meth
odist Church has been made a sta
tion church. 

In 1955 there were seven Meth
odist Sunday Schools; in 1959, eleven. 

In 195 5 there were two union 
Sunday Schools; in 1959, one. 

In 195 5 there were two active and 
two inactive \i\1 oman's Societies of 
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Christian Service; in 1959, five ac
tive societies, including a new one. 

In 1955 there were three mission 
studies; in 1959, eight. 

Vacation Church Schools jumped 
from two in l 955 to six in l 958. and 
enrollment reached 208. Offerings 
rose correspondingly and helped to 
purchase Bibles and Bible stories for 
mission fields, and furniture for a 
Methodist children's home. 

A sign crusade has been another 
clement of Mrs. Helms' mnny-siclccl 
mission. \i\lhcn she first came to 
Y\Tayne County only one of the 
cig:htccn Methodist churches had road 
signs. Now signs have appeared on 
several churches and more are on the 
way. 

Behind these statistics arc countless 
instances of the rural worker's inge
nuity, patience, and vision in carrying 
out her labor of love. 

This petite worker of the quid 
step and alert eye encouraged mem
bers oF an adult Sunday School class 
to bring B:blcs to class by carrying a 
small Jibrary of Bibles in her own 
car and distributing them among the 
members. (The back oF her car she 
calls "a curiosity to man.") Little by 
little the people used the Bibles in 
class, then began to bring their own 
Bibles. Mrs. Helms pointed out to 
them that reading the Bible refer
ence for each clay, and thinking about 
it and applying it, would give them 
plenty to discuss in class on Sunday. 

"Lo, a discussion group evolved," 
she said. 

The new \i\loman's Society at 
Pleasant Grove Church had its start 
when two church members went with 
Mrs. Helms to a \i\loman's Society 
nms1011 study ( N art li A 111ericn11 
NeiglilJOrs) which she was teaching 
in the Bucbtunna Methodist 
Church. They joined the class, and as 
they studied and participated in the 
class projects they began to under
stand better the meaning of missions 
and what it meant to the women and 
to the church to hmie a \i\loman's So
ciety. They were inspired to organ
ize a Society in their church. "Once 
our people get their sleeves rolled up, 
the thing that seemed impossible 
doesn't look so bad after all," Mrs. 
Helms observed . 

The revitalized \i\loman's Society at 
Buckatunna Church won the l 959 
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Jurisdiction award for the North 
American Neighbors study. "It was 
the only class I taught with JOO per
cent attendance," she said. 

Most oF the farm people of this 
Mississippi hill country live close to 
the lnncl nncl far from neighbors. The 
land keeps them busy, especially 
those who work in the oil fields dur
ing the clny and farm at night. Oil 
was discovered in the county in l 940. 

"You can sec why it's hard to 
have \i\loman's Societies under these 
circumstances," Mrs. Helms said. "I 
hold meetings whenever people can 
come-morning, noon, or night. 
That's the way it has to be done
when it flts into the schedule of mak
ing a living. A rural worker must be 
very understanding about farm peo
ple's reasons for not being at a meet-
. " mg. 

It's not hard for Mrs. Helms to be 
"very understanding." She was born 
in Poplarville, Mississippi, the daugh
ter of a country doctor. Long before 
she herself worked among the rural 
people of her state, she knew their 
ways, their love of the land, their lrn
mor. Her roots are in this land . \i\lhcn 
she speaks of country feelings and 
ways, she speaks as a country woman. 

"Much of n rural worker's time is 
spent in plans and meetings, but 
sometimes there will be days when 
she just feels led to call on someone. 
It may not seem important, it may 
not even be considered work. But 
we can't ever know how much these 
visits mean and how far-reaching they 
are. \i\lhy, people may talk about 
them For years." 

Visiting was once an important 
part of a pastor's ministry. · But the 

Mrs. l-Iel111s co11grat11latcs lltfrs. ]. C. Si111s, president of tlw T3itclrnt111111n 'Vo111m1 1s 
Society of Cliristin11 SerFice, w/1icl1 Inst yenr wo11 a ]11risdicrio11 award for the study 
on North i\mcrican Neighbors. 
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(l llfrs. Helms meets with Mrs. James Smith, 
wife of the pastor of lfoclwt111111a Metl1oclist 
C'111rcl1, and tli eir yo1111g so11 Gary, 1111der the trees 
on tlze c1111rch lawn. 

Boyles Clzapel, 1V aJ111e County, 1\1ississippi, lws a 
f/oztrisliing clzmch school class for ad11lts. lj 

present-day complexity of church or
ganization has put on a pastor de
mands undreamed of in the days 
when he went out to call, with a Bible 
in one hand and a hymn book in 
the other. "The rural worker can fill 
much of this need for visiting and 
bringing the spiritual atmosphere of 
the church on her visits," Mrs. Helms 
s~id, as we started out for distant parts 
of the county. 

Under a bright hot sun we drove 
the black-top and red-dirt roads past 
small thrifty farms and stretches of 
woods, touched here and there with 
the trailing grey Spanish moss of the 
southern coastal country, across creeks 
and rivers, cool with leaf shade. 

Mrs. Helms commented , "Just be
cause people passing through here 
don't see fields of wheat and vast 
expanses of waving grain , they say 
this is poor land . vVe resent this. Out
siders don't always understand that 
this area represents generations of 
landowners. Originally they had plan
tations-hill plantations, that is, not 
to be confused with the delta planta
tions along the Mississippi River. 

"Gradually these plantations were 
divided among the children of suc
ceeding generations. Nearly every
one here is kin to someone else. The 
people scrape and save to pay taxes 
and hold their land. \i\Te country folks 
resent and resist high pressure. It is 
not our way to be told to do some-
} . " tung. 

Vv e passed one of the extensive 
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tree farms of the county. "Tree fann
ing has been the salvation of many 
people," Mrs. Helms explained. 
"That, and cattle raising. The war 
took most of the young men from 
the farms . Only the older people were 
left and they couldn't keep them up. 
But the postwar change to tree farm
ing and cattle raising has taken the 
load of hard farming off the backs of 
the old people. The oil has helped, 
too, but there are no 'millionaires.' 
Their wealth is only evident in solid 
progress-new homes, new churches, 
new wells. Oil has made it possible 
to black-top some of our roads , pave 
streets, pay mortgages, and send our 
young people to college." 

\i\1 e stopped at a ~omfortable-look
ing farmhouse set back from the road 
under big trees. Mrs. Helms called, 
"Hello, Mrs. Gatlin," but there was 
no answer. "They've probably gone 
fishing," she said. v\Te got out of the 
car and crossed the road. Down by the 
pond she spied Mr. Gatlin. They 
shouted back and forth until both 
understood she was looking for Mrs. 
Gatlin and would find her at the 
other end of the pond. 

\i\Te opened the pasture gate, 
stepped around a drowsy cow or two, 
and came to where Mrs. Gatlin stood 
holding a long fish pole. On a string 
in the shallO\\' water along the shore 
were two or three small fish-her 
catch so far. . Mrs. Helms took the 
pole to try her luck. \i\lhile we stood 
there, dark clouds began to move into 

the sky, as they had every afternoon 
for many days. 

"Fish just aren't biting today," 
Mrs. Gatlin said. "Storm's coming." 

She took the pole again, reeled in 
her line, we picked up the cans of 
bait, and went back through the pas
ture to the house. \i\Tc walked around 
the garden a bit, admired the new 
pump. Then we said good-bye. \i\Te 
drove on to see Mrs. Cooley. \i\Te 
found her mowing the lawn, but she 
stopped and invited us to sit on the 
front porch. Her house is alone amid 
hills and trees. She lives there alone, 
too. Conversation soon got around to 
her playing the piano at church. She 
was inclined to belittle it, but Mrs. 
Helms impressed on her the great 
contribution she was making-that 
the need was great. 

Before the rain came, we started 
back to \i\1 aynesboro. 

Once again in the little garden 
apartment, where we watched the 
jays and sparrows devouring corn
bread on a feeder in the fig tree by 
the kitchen door ("they're real South
ern birds, I bake cornbread specially 
for them"), Mrs. Helms made an ob
servation that seems to sum up the 
whole idea of the rural work pro
gram. "Get people on their feet," 
she said, "start them walking-they'll 

1 " go somew 1ere. 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Mrs. Helms is now 
[ 1960) pioneering a rural work program in 
the Brookha\'cn district in southwestern 
iVI ississippi.) 
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AN emigre on a stretcher to the 
United SMtes in 1914, his leg 

shot off in a fierce border battle- in 
the Mexican Revolution, Dr. Alberto 
Rembao has never left the battlefield 
of evangelization of Latin America. 

His "pulpit" is a magazine. For 
thirty years at ~hG editorial desk-the 
last twenty as editor-of La N1teva 
De111ocracia, the erudite pocket-size 
Spanish-language quartGrly published 
by The Committee on Cooperation in 
Latin America, he has addressed his 
pen and the pens of foremost Spanish
American and Anglo-American think
ers to one great assignment: interpret
ing Protestant Christianity to Latin 
America intellectuals. 

From his office in the new lnter
church Center at 475 Riverside Drive, 
New York City, where there is just 
room for his desk, typewriter, book
cases, a chair for a visitor, and him
self, he plans strategy, deploys his 
forces, and sends forth La Nireva 
Democracia well armed with fervent, 
thoughtful writing, to spread the mes
sage of Jesus Christ in Latin America. 

"This magazine is devoted to inter
preting the gospel in Spanish to peo
ple who have only the Roman Catho
lic version," he said. "In forty years 
the magazine has never attacked any 
person-just the devil." 

Dr. Rembao talks rapidly, sets off 
his asides in smiles like commas, and 
creases and uncreases his face with 
the Aeet thrust of his thought. 

\i\Then he talks of La N11eva Demo
cracia it is in the loving, protective 
tones of a parent extolling his child's 
virtues. 

"It is a unique magazine in the 
Spanish world. It is humble yet deep. 
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That is a hard combination. V/e have 
kept the depth. In thirty years it has 
created an intellectual elite among 
evangelicals. In every issue there ap
pear in its pages one, two, three Span
ish-American Protestant writers who 
arc on a par with the great writers 
of the Hispanic world." 

Calling La N11eva Democracia 
"highbrow philosophical," he ex
plained: "It covers all the disciplines 
of the human mind, seen through the 
lens of the spiritual. It is a preaching 
station, a pulpit." 

Although La Nireva Democracia
The New Democracy-does not find 
a wide audience among readers of less 
intellectual development than its edi
tor and writers ("People say they find 
it hard to understand, but I some
times wonder if they are not just lazy 
readers"), it does go to 300 libraries 
and 300 other magazine offices in 
twenty countries of Latin America, 
and to Spanish students in the United 
States. Students, Dr. Rembao said, 
"find in it material for theses." 

Dr. Rembao gives the magazine 
and its parent organization, The 
Committee on Cooperation in Latin 
America, credit for fostering the Good 
Neighbor Policy, popularly associated 
with the administration of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

La Nueva Democracia was a result 
of zeal's outdistancing funds. This is 
Dr. Rembao's version of the story: 
One feature of the vVorld Advance 
program in 1919-20, supported by 
more than sixty denominational 
boards and interdenominational agen
cies, was the promotion of better rela
tions between the United States and 
South America. "The sum of $60,000 

La Nueva 
Democracia 

had been raised to bring six big Latin 
Americans to the United States," Dr. 
Rembao stated, "and six big United 
States people-Senator Borah was 
one of them-to Latin America. But 
none of the United States repre
sentatives knew Spanish and none of 
the Latins knew English. That meant 
another $60,000 for translators. In
stead of carrying out this plan, the 
original $60,000 was used to estab
lish La N11eva Democracia." 

The March 1920 issue of Tl1e Mis
sionary Review of the HT orld tells it 
this way: The Committee on Cooper
ation in Latin America called a con
ference in New York in January 1920 
to consider a progressive program for 
Latin America. 

"The time has come when the 
evangelization of Latin America will 
be greatly hastened by the adoption 
of special measures for reaching the 
cultured and influential classes," 
reads the report. "The Conference 
urged the c0operating mission boards 
to provide a fund of $105,000 to sup
port lectureships on evangelistic and 
apologetic subjects for these classes of 
people in appropriate halls in large 
centers." 

\i\lhichever version comes closer to 
being right, the important fact is that 
La N11eva Democracia did appear, 
and has attended strictly to its mis
sion. 

The first part of his life on the 
magazine Dr. Rembao spent "in glo
rified anonymity." 

"I wrote and rewrote everything 
nnonymously for ten years," he said. 
"That is a characteristic of this maga
zine. Everything is edited. This is 
quite contrary to what the Spanish 
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writer wants. He considers his piece 
a work of art, a masterpiece. But it is 
edited anyway. 

"Another cJrnracteristic of this 
magazine is that we do not pay for 
most articles. Our budget for manu

' scripts is $60 a year. So during the 
; year six people get $10 each." 

In spite of '\vhat the Spanish 
writer wants" and the absence of fi
nancial inducement, editor Rembao 
has been able to recruit "giants of the 
Spanish-speaking world," who appear 

: in the magazine "side by side with our 
ovvn Protestants." 

The table of contents in the Janu
ary 1960 issue includes typical 
"giants": Guillermo Francovich, a 
Bolivian philosopher and head of the 

• UNESCO for Latin America; Arturo 
Capdevila, an Argentinian physician 
and "master of all disciplines, human 

I 
I· n. Rlckarby 

La Nueva 
Democracia 

SU MARIO 

LA PRESENCIA DE AMERICA EN EL QUIJOTE 
Luis Coanill.u .A.vii• 

MODALIDADES DEL AMOR 
Guillermo Frencovich 

GONZALEZ PRADA Y LA CULTURA INGLESA 
Eituarcfo NUiiu 

ARTE Y VIRTUD EN JOSE MARTI 
Mariano Pic6n Sa!.u 

CONCEPTO DE LA LEY 
Emilio Brunner 

EL SENTIDO DE LA IGLESIA 
J, J, McCord 

NOTA SOBRE LA BIBLIA 
Alfredo Cudona Peria 

ENTRE VELAZQUEZ Y GOYA 
M.GutiCm·zMarin 

LA MICROBIOLOGIA EN LA CALLE 
Arturo C<Jpdevila 

UNA NUEVA HIPOTESIS SOBRE LA ESTRUCTURA 
DEL COSMOS 
c.,rlos a. Quiroga 

.NUEVA-YORK ENERO, 1960 

"Giants of tlie Spanish-speahing 
world" and other great Protestant writers 
interpret Protestant Christianity to Latin 
American intellectuals through the 
pages of La Nueva Democracia, the 
erndite Spanislz-lang11age q11arterly 1mb
lislied by The Committee on Coopera
tion in Latin America. Among "giants" 
in this typical iss11e are a Bolivian phi
losopher, an Argentinian physician, a 
Pernvian scholar, a Venezuelan essayist. 
In the words of its eminent Mexican
born editor, Dr. Alberto Rembao, La 
Nueva Democracia is "a preaching sta
tion, a 1mlpit." 
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and divine-he has translated the 
Psalms into Spanish"; Estuardo 
Nunez, a Peruvian scholar; Mariano 
Picon Salas, a Venezuelan, and 
Nm~1ber One essayist in South 
America. 

The inspiration for Dr. Rembao's 
intense personal mission appeared in 
his childhood. He was born in Chi
huahua, Mexico, ·where his non
conforming father had already 
established himself as a man not 
easily kept under the hierarchical 
thumb. 

"Father married mother by deceit," 
Dr. Rembao said. "He was a Mason 
and strong in his convictions. He 
worked.for my mother's father-yes, 
he wanted to marry the boss' daugh
ter-but in Mexico it had to be a 
Catholic marriage. At first father said 
no. Later he finally agreed-except 
for one thing. He would not go to the 
confession, so another man went in
stead and confessed and got the neces
sary signed paper. Of course he was 
found out later. 

"He sent us three children to a 
German Protestant school in town. 
That is, he thought it was Protestant, 
but he learned later that it was a 
Bavarian school run by Catholics. 

"I then went to a Protestant mis
sion school. I had my first knowledge 
of the Bible there." 

He paused to enunciate a brief edi
torial. "I am a product of American 
missions. There are hundreds of cases 
of the same sort-in Mexico, Puerto 
Rico, all over Latin America. By the 
grace of God, eighty. years ago the 
American churches sent first-class 
men of God to Latin America. They 
were illumined men. They made 
Protestants. They created communi
ties." 

I-le resumed his story. "The mission 
school I '>Vas attending was for girls, 
so after the third grade, I went to a 

·Catholic school because there was no 
Protestant mission school for boys." 

The Mexican Revolution came at 
a time in young Alberto Rembao's 
life when the stirrings of his own 
thought were leading him inevitably 
toward freedom. "I lost my leg in the 
border battle. And the U. S. sanitary 
corps men picked me up and brought 
me to the American side. That's how 
I emigrated to the United States." 

He paused again to editorialize. "By 

1924 this country was passing immi
f:i- Jtion laws. That is the sin of the 
20th century, which slowed the 
movement of people by immigration 
laws, and of goods by tariffs." 

We returned to the border. "I was 
taken to a hospital in El Paso, a guest 
of the United States Army. Then I 
was moved to the military hospital at 
Fort Bliss. Later I was paroled as a 
mutilated person who could do no 
harm." 

By one of life's apparent and al
ways intriguing coincidences, it was 
in New Mexico that Alberto Rembao 
of Old Mexico came again into the 
purlieus of Protestantism. "I went to 
a Congregational mission school in 
Albuquerque, the Rio Grande Indus
trial Institute," he said. "There I had 
a very definite calling." 

Because he was an older boy, Al
berto was put in charge of the man
ual training shop where the boys 
were learning to make furniture. "I 
was already making Morris Chairs," 
he commented. "One day the princi
pal said to me, 'You have a good 
mind. Why don't you plan to make 
a living with your mind instead of 
your body?' He could see the condi
tion I was in. 

"I stayed at the school two years. 
It went only to the eighth grade, so 
they created a ninth grade for me. 
There I took pedagogy. The course 
trained teachers for grades in the vil
lages. 

"Then I went to live with relatives 
in California. I attended Alhambra 
high school for a year. I guess they 
took pity on me because of my peg leg 
and I finished as a junior. 

"I wrote to Pomona College. It was 
a very cocky letter. I said I wanted 
to be a preacher, and gave my excel
lent qualifications. 

"There was no answer. 
"Months later a big car drove up 

to our house. We lived in the Mexi
can section of San Gabriel. My little 
cousin came running to the grocery 
store where I worked to tell me two 
perfumed 'Gringos' wanted to see 
me. They were the dean and the assist
ant to the president of Pomona. 

"I had eleven points-required 
ones-but I needed sixteen. They 
gave me a chance to attend Pomona 
for one semester. That was in 1917. 

continued 011 page 50 
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W E regret, always, that we 

cannot bring a report of a con
[ erence immediately after it happens. 
In a monthly magazine that is im-
possible. -

\Ve do feel proud that we have as 
good a showing of pictures as we 
have, even though it is six weeks 
after the General Conference. 

Those of you who attended Gen
eral Conference will want this July is
sue to remind you of the conference. 
(It may be that your picture is present 
in some of the scenes). 

Those of our readers who did not 
attend General Conference will want 
the picture section for the glimpse 
it will give you of what the 1960 
Conference was like. 

Save the pictures for their historical 
value in the days to come. Use them 
for any discussions you may have on 
church organization. The General 
Conference and the Structure of the 
Church would make a good discus
sion topic for a young adult group or 
a men's class. If you have such a 
discussion, let us hear about it? 

July is a satisfying month in many 
ways. June is filled with the close of 
the year just past-graduations and 
such events. August is the beginning 
of preparing for the year ahead. 

But July is pure vacation-a vaca
tion that has not begun to pall and 
that-because of an August ahead
seems to stretch on and on. 

July is such a good and patriotic 
month, too. That is one reason we 
are running in this issue "Operation 
Door Knock." It is a story of responsi
ble citizenship and of the response 
to it. Bennett College, where it 
originated, has let us know that if we 
had not been in such a hurry it could 
have let us have more material. The 
College could dig up for us some
thing about what the door-knockers 
said-and what those who answered 
the knocks upon their doors replied. 

It would be interesting reading
but that is not the story, after all. 
That is the "dressing." The story is 
that college girls in three days per
suaded one thousand persons who 
had never voted to register to vote. 
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[\Ve should mention here that in 
Greensboro one can register at any 
time during the year]. 

"Operation Door Knock" belongs 
in a July issue. 

The story on La N11eva Democracia 
is a patriotic stohy also-although the 
locale is not the United States. 
The sto1y told of Dr. Rembao, editor 
of La Nueva Democracia, reveals the 
love of a man for Latin America and 
his belief in its Protestant future. 

Dr. Rembao has been with the 
Committee on Cooperation in Latin 
America for many years, and is well 
known to all those in the missionary 
movemen~ who have been con
nected with Latin America. This is 
the first time Dr. Rembao has ap
peared in the pages of V..T ORLD OuT
LOOK, and we welcome the story of his 
work. 

This sto1y is well suited as a sup
plementary article to go with the 
study theme "Into All the \i\Torld To
gether." It can also be marked for use 
in the later study on Latin America. 

Chairmen of Commissions on Mis
sions, and program chairmen of the 
\Voman' s Society should mark the 
article for program use. 

" 'Going Somewhere' in Mississip
pi" is suited to the home mission 
theme of the year, "Heritage And 
Horizions." It can have wider use, too, 
than a supplementary article for a 
study theme. It can be used for re
cruitment for work in the church. 

Young women are looking into the 
rural deaconess profession as a pos
sible life vocation. See that this ar
ticle reaches the Methodist Youth 
Fellowship leaders, or the secretary 
of student work in your local church. 

If your conference is deliberating 
on increased emphasis on the rural 
church, it is a good article to use as a 
reference as to what may be done. 

The article by Dorothy Clarke 
V\Tilson, "That the Blind May See," 
tells again of a cooperative piece of 
work. Perhaps Vellore is the great
est cooperative work-in the number 
of churches in its support-in Protes
tantism-fifty-four church bodies in 
all. 

It is good to read of how the work 
is done, and to realize that Methodists 
stand shoulder to shoulder with so 
many other churches in bringing 
sight to the sightless. 

We -want to acknowledge this 
month the many letters we have had 
about our China pictures in April. 
Many writers felt that the editors 
should have given more of a judg
ment on mainland China. Some felt 
that the pictures should not be shown 
at all. Others thanked us for gather
ing together pictures from a country 
that had once been so dear to them. 

At any rate the pictures caused 
comment. And the editors of \i\ToRLD 
OUTLOOK feel that the questions 
asked in the picture series should be 
asked. But we do like to hear whether 
you feel they should be asked or not 
and we thank the readers who re
sponded with .such vigor. 

We do disclaim, however, any lead 
up, through the pictures, to a soften
ing up of our readers toward recogni
tion of Red China. \Ve were accused 
of just that. 

\i\T e hope that our editorials are use
ful to you this month. V\Te were eager 
to pay tribute to John D. Rockefeller, 
Jr. so we "pulled" one editorial in 
order to get the tribute in this month. 
Many Methodists do not realize the 
great missionary contribution he made 
through the undenvriting of the Lay
man's Missionary Inquiry. 

Watch for next month's V..ToRLD 
OUTLOOK when the V..T orld Council 
meetings will be reflecting the World 
Methodist Council and the V..Torld 
Council of Churches. The Central 
Committees of both bodies meet in 
August of this year, and both will 
have issues before them that should 
be reBected in the study of "Into All 
the World Together." \Ve will try to 
bring those issues into these pages. 

Summertime for many is a time 
for rest. 

For \VoRLD OuTLOOK August is a 
time for activity-not interrupted by 
the usual clamor of a busy world. It is 
a time for planning for autumn and 
winter issues-for new pictures, new 
articles, and new ways of telling the 
news. 

Get ready for the coming year by 
checking now on your subscription 
elate-so that you will not miss any 
oF the forthcoming issues. 
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I'. THE THOUGHT OF REINHOLD 

I;, NIEBUHR, by Gordon Harland. New 
York, 1960: Oxford University Press; 

r 298 pages, $6.00. 

f:

.· The impact of Reinhold Niebuhr upon 
American life and the range and volume of 
his writings make Dr. Harland's careful 

I·, analysis and clear exposition in this book 
a valuable study. In Part I he describes 

I· Niebuhr's theology and ethical principles, 
i: defending him from critics and presenting 
t the positive resources of love for social re
l: form. Part II is something more than an 

'

·.• analysis of Niebuhr's views on politics, 
pacifism, economics, and race. It is no 

r.• mean feat to have brought system and 
I order out of the mass of Niebuhr's develop
[. ing and sometimes contradictory writings 

!. on social ethics, and Dr. Harland has re
vealed also much of his own thought on 

I
I.· vital questions of the day. 

SHORTER ATLAS OF THE BIBLE, 
I by· L. H. Grollcnberg. New York, I 1960, Tiwmas Nchon •nd Son•; 196 

' ~;i~~;·y $~:~~ressed, this profusely il-

I 
t ,, 
I 
!· 

lustrated book contains a vast amount of 
information that will interest every lover 
of the Bible. About 200 plates have been 
selected, mainly from the larger Atlas of 
the Bible by the same _author. This is the 
work of a scholarly Dominican priest, who 
is an accomplished archeologist and re
searcher in Bible lands. 

MARTIN BUBER: JE'VISH EXIS
TENTIALIST, by Malcolm L. Dia
mond. New York, 1960: Oxford Uni
versity Press; 240 pages, $4.50. 

This warmly sympathetic study of one 
of modem Judaism's foremost thinkers by 
a capable Christian theologian should in
terest and edify many readers. l'vlartin 
Buber was professor of Jewish philosophy 
at the University of Frankfurt from 1923 
until the Nazis came to power in 1933. 
Five years and many heartbreaks later he 
became professor of soci;il philosophy at 
Hebrew University in Israel, where he re
tired in 195 l. Buber's writings, especially 
the poetic dialogues, I and T1m11 (l 937), 
helped to popularize the still current "en
counter" concept in theological discussions. 
Dr. Diamond presents Buber as almost 
Neo-orthodox, quite existentialist, and 
a penetrating student and friendly critic 
of Christian ideas. 

CHRISTIANITY AND COMMU-
NISM TODAY, by John C. Bennett, 
N cw York, 1960: Association Press; 
188 pages, $3.50. 

This revision of the popular handbook 
on the East-,Vest conflict, Christianity 
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and Communism, which was published in 
1948, brings the older book up to date 
with a new introduction, a full new chap
ter on developments in Russia since Stalin, 
a new chapter on Communism as an inter
national problem, a chapter on objections 
to "co-existence," and numerous foot
notes. 

THE OVERSEAS AMERICANS, by 
Harlan Cleveland, Gerard J. Mangone 
and John Clarke Adams. New York, 
1960: McGraw-Hill Book Company; 
316 pages, $5.95. 

About the necessity of many Americans 
serving in other countries today, there is 
little disagreement. About how these 
Americans are to be trained and about the 
quality of their performance in other coun
tries, there is nothing but disagreement. 
Tlzc Ugly American, scores of magazine 
articles, impassioned political debate-all 
attest to the great popular interest in the 
subject generally. 

'Vithin Christian circles, the arguments 
have been slightly different-the role of 
the missionary today, the relative merits 
of psychological testing, education, and 
Christian vocation (the "call"). One can 
not say, however, that the arguments have 
been less intense. 

Considering the extent and vehemence 
of these arguments, it is surprising what 
a small amount of detailed study by schol
ars has taken place in this field. To remedy 
this lack is one important task of The 
Overseas Americans. Produced · by staff 
members of the Maxwell Graduate School 
of Citizenship at Syracuse University and 
financed by a Carnegie grant, it is based 
on extensive research undertaken around 
the world. To make no bones about it, 
this is a book which will be required in 
any future discussion of these problems. 

The authors take up the three main 
classes of overseas Americans-government 
employees, missionaries ·and businessmen 
-and discuss their satisfactions and prob
lems, means by which they are recruited 
and methods of testing their efficiency, 
and their training. They close with sug
gestions for better training. 

The emphasis is on the persons as 
Americans. Insofar as missionaries arc con
cerned, this approach has both great ad
vantages and disadvantages. It is helpful, 
for example, to see many personal problems 
of adjustment from this perspective. Such 
an approach, on the other hand, raises 
serious questions about some of the 
author's suggestions for future training 
(such as their feeling that it would be 
better to train missionaries, businessmen, 
etc., together). 

Such final questions aside, this is a 
most important book for all who want to 
understand missionaries today. All mission 
board executives, missionaries, prospective 
missionaries, and plain church members 
will profit from reading this survey. 

BROTHERS OF THE FAITH, by 
Stephen Neill. New York and Nash
ville, 1960: Abingdon Press; 192 
pages, $4.00. 

Since 1960 marks the fiftieth anniver
sary of the Edinburgh Conference which 
has come to be a landmark in the modem 
movement for church unity and since the 
interdenominational mission study theme 
for this year is called "Into All the 'i\Torld 
Together," we may confidently look for
ward to a spate of books on the ecumenical 
movement. In this Hood, this book by 
Bishop Stephen C. Neill should prove to 
be one of the more engaging volumes. 
Bishop Neill, who is editor of the 'i\Torld 
Christian Books series, has been actively 
engaged in the events of which he writes 
as well as serving as their historian. This 
book is built around the prominent per
sonalities of the movement-men like 
John R. Mott, Archbishop William Tem
ple, Bishop Azariah of India, and many 
others. 

The combination of author and material 
is a happy one. Bishop Neill writes in an 
informal and intimate manner about both 
persons and events. For those wishing an 
introduction to the modem ecumenical 
movement, this is the most nearly painless 
approach now available. 

For · those readers with a particular in
terest in the missionary movement, the 
chapters on John R. l\tlott and Edinburgh, 
Bishop Azariah, Hendrik Kramer and 
D. T. Niles will be of unusual interest. 

IF IT BE OF GOD, by Paul Griswold 
Macy. St. Louis, 1960: Bethany Press; 
191 pages, $4.00. 

Subtitled "the storv of the 'i\Torld Coun
cil of Churches," tl;is volume is another 
entry in the current list of books about the 
ecumenical movement. Dr. i\1acy, a special 
lecturer at the Bethany Biblical Seminary, 
is well equipped to write such a book, hav
ing served as a secretary of the American 
Committee for the 'Vorld Council of 
Churches. It is perhaps Dr. Macy's famili
arity with the subject that has led to the 
oreatest Raw of the work. He has tried to 
;roduce an introductory volume which 
would include all the pertinent material 
on the history and growth of the 'i\Torld 
Council in a condensed and simple man
ner. The end result, alas, is unsatisfactory 
to most readers. For the uninitiated layman 
for whom the book was designed, there is 
too much new and technical material 
thrown at him in a hurry. For the person 
familiar with the material, the treatment is 
too scanty and abrupt to be rewarding. 

This is too bad since there is much 
interesting material in the book and the 
appendixes and bibliography are useful. 
The volume might be kept as a thumbnail 
reference work for church libraries or used 
in conjunction with books such as Bishop 
Neill's work. 
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Conference Expands 
Overseas Missions 

The face of The Methodist Church 
overseas may be considerably altered 
during the next four years as a result of 
actions taken by the General Confer
ence at its quadrennial session in Den
ver, Colo. 

If all of the changes in organization 
and structure authorized by General 
Conference actually take place, over
seas l'vlethodism will have by 1964 a 
new provisional central conference, two 
additional bishops, seven new annual 
conferences and four new provisional 
.annual conferences. Permission for 
these sweeping changes in overseas 
Methodist structure had to be given by 
General Conference; ·whether any or all 
of them take place is dependent on 
various requirements of the 1960 Dis
cipline being fulfilled. 

The changes authorized mean that 
by 1964 there could be ten central con
ferences in place of the present nine 
(one of them provisional); fifty-five 
annual conferences in place of the pres
ent forty-eight, and nineteen provisional 
annual conferences in place of the 
present fifteen. In several cases the 
changes will result from growth in 
Methodist work (especially in connec
tion with the "Lands of Decision" pro
gram). In other cases the revisions will 
reflect · the adaptation of Methodist 
structure to difficult political situations. 

Most of the changes in overseas or
ganization were recommended to Gen
eral Conference by the Commission on 
the Structure of Methodism Overseas, 
which is composed of United States and 
overseas bishops, ministers and laymen. 
The recommendations of that commis
sion were adopted by General Confer
ence after certain important revisions to 
the original report were made on the 
conference floor. The commission's re
port, and subsequent enabling acts 
adopted by General Conference, set 
forth all of the changes possible in the 
structure of overseas Methodism in the 
next four years. 

The change involving the largest or
ganizational unit of Methodism is the 
authorization of a Pakistan Provisional 
Central Conference, which would mean 
separating the Methodist work in Paki
stan from its historic association with 
that in India. (A central conference is 
an overseas organizational unit corre
sponding to a jurisdiction in the United 
States.) The new central conference, to 
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come into being when certain provisions 
of the 1960 Discipline are met, will be 
composed of the Indus River Annual 
Conference and the Karachi Provisional 
Annual Conference. 

The Methodist Council of Bishops is 
empowered to provide episcopal super
vision for Pakistan and has re-appointed 
Bishop Clement D. Rockey for a twelve
month period. He has supervised Paki
stan Methodism for the last four years. 

A provisional central conference was 
authorized for Pakistan, experts said, 
because of existing political conditions, 
the difficulty of travel between India 
and Pakistan, the size of the present 
Southern Asia Central Conference, and 
the potential for Methodist growth un
der the 1960-64 "Lands of Decision" 
program (in which Pakistan is a Land 
of Decision). 

An unusually large number of new 
annual conferences-seven-was au
thorized by General Conference. All 
could come into being by 1964, if Dis
ciplinary provisions are fulfilled. Some 
will move from provisional annual con
ference status to full annual conference 
status by having a minimum of twenty
five ministerial members in place of the 
previous minimum of thirty-five, a re
duction authorized by General Confer
ence. 

(In Methodist organization, the 
growth of an area in strength of Meth
odist work is marked by its progression 
in status-from mission to provisional 
annual conference to full annual con
ference. The attainment of full annual 
conference status marks the coming to 
maturity of Methodist work in a par
ticular area . The status of Methodist 
work is determined by the number of 
fully ordained ministerial members. A 
mission has no minimum number, a 
provisional annual conference not less 
than six or ten depending on teclmicali
ties, and a fu11 annual conference a 
minimum of twenty-five.) New annual 
conferences authorized by General Con
ference are: Peru, Mindanao, Bolivia, 
Poland, Sumatra, Uruguay and a new 
conference to be formed by division of 
the present Philippines Annual Con
ference. 

With reference to Peru, Poland, 
Sumatra, Bolivia and Uruguay, the 
General Conference authorization 
means that areas which have been pro
visional annual conferences for many 
years can at last become full-Aedged 
annual conferences. The transition for 

Bolivia will have been made possible, 
experts say, by Methodist growth during 
the last four years when it was a Land 
of Decision. 

In the case of Mindanao in the south-
. ern Philippines, the change will mark 

the coming to maturity of Methodist 
work in an area where very rapid growth 
has taken place within the last decade, 
as l\ilethoclist work there began only in 
1953. The division authorized in the 
Philippines Annual Conference will re
flect largely the expansion of work in a 
single district, the Manila district. If 
both changes take place as authorized, 
there will be five full annual confer
ences in the Philippines by 1964 in 
place of the present three. 

The four new provisional annual 
conferences authorized by General Con
ference will represent the anticipated 
expansion of Methodist work in areas 
already encompassed by either annual 
or provisional annual conferences. Two 
of the new provisionals will be formed 
in Lrnds of Decision-the Sarawak Iban 
Provisional Annual Conference to be 
formed from the present Sarawak An
nual Conference, which is predominant
ly Chinese, and representing the expan
sion of Methodist work among the Ibans 
(ex-headhunters) in Sarawak (a Land 
of Decision during the 1956-60 quad
rennium) and the Patagonia Provisional 
Annual Conference to be formed from 
the Argentina Annual Conference and 
to take in the growing Methodist work 
in southern Argentina's ranch country. 
(Argentina is a Land of Decision for the 
1960-64 quadrennium.) 

The two other new provisional an
nual conferences will represent divisions 
of existing provisionals. The Taiwan
Hong Kong Provisional Annual Confer
ence is authmized to divide to fonn 
separate Hong Kong and Taiwan Pro
visional Annual Conferences. The pres
ent Central American Provisional An
nual Conference is authorized to divide 
to fmm the Panama and Costa Rica 
Provisional Annual Conferences. 

By 1964, overseas Methodism could 
have two additional bishops under Gen
eral Conference authorization, one in 
Africa and one in the Philippines. The 
additional bishop in the Philippines 
would provide for two in that country. 
At present, there is only one, Bishop 
Jose L. Valencia. £::,:perts said the ad
ditional bishop was authorized because 
of the large membership of the Philip
pines Central Conference (comprising 
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Hoy S. Smyres Photo 

Bishop Arthm J. Moore, retiring president of the Board of l\tlissions, 1!'as named 
"Methodist of the Year" by \iVonLD OUTLOOK for liis "outstanding service to tlzc 
missionary enterprise of Tlze Methodist Ch11rch." Presentation of the award was macle 
at a dinner held dmi11g General Conference by tlze Board of i\1issio11s and the 
Crnsade Scholarship Committee. Bishop Moore is shown receiving the award fro111 
his son, Arthur J. Moore, Jr., associate editor of \i\ToRLD OUTLOOK. See editorial on 
page five. 

all Methodist work in that country) and 
the large opportunities for further 
growth and development. 

The number of bishops in the Africa 
Central Conference may be increased 
from two to three by 1964. In a complex 
action, the General Conference dele
gated to the Northeastern Jurisdiction · 
authority to allow the Africa Central 
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Confrence to elect an additional bishop 
at any time during the quadrennium. 
However, the Northeastern Jurisdiction 
is authorized to continue to provide 
episcopal supervision in the central con
ference during the quadrennium. 

In other matters relating to the 
episcopacy overseas, the General Con
ference authorized the Central J urisdic-

tion to continue to provide a bishop for 
Liberia, the Council of Bishops to con
tiirne to provide episcopal administra
tion for Taiwan and Hong Kong Meth
odism, and the Latin American Central 
Conference to elect two bishops. The 
Latin American bishops would not be 
additional but at least one will be new, 
since Bishop Julio Sabanes of the San-
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Devotional books for 
spiritual enrichment 
In Search of a Crown 

by HELEN B. EMMONS 

Penetrating dcrntions for women, designed for 
personal or group use. Built around the theme of 
spiritual crowns, they arc concerned with the in
tangible crowns of love, joy, and strength, coupled 
with the highest virtues of womanhood. Each 
devotion has scripture references, a meditation, a 
prayer by the author, suggested hymn titles and 
selected poems. $1. 7 5 

Seeking and Finding God 
by ROY PEARSON 

Forty derntional guideposts to God that suggest 
thoughts and questions for self-examination . • . 
seeking a deeper insight into an aspect of God's 
nature and will. Each begins with a scripture 
passage and concludes with a percepth·c prayer. 
Like Dr. Pearson's other books, this one is clis· 
tinguishcd by its wisdom, lucidity, and apt 
illustrations. $2 

Meditations 
Under the Sky 

by DOROTHY WELLS PEASE 

An inspirational anthology containing poems. 
prayers, and scriptural selections describing the 
four seasons of the year and the wonders of 
nature which appear with each season. Contains 
an excellent collection of poems, selections from 
the Bible, and prayers ... all clcscripti\·e of the 
seasonal mysteries. Excellent for group, personal. 
or gift use. $1.50 
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Bible Won1en 
Come Alive 

by HAZEL M. NELSON 

40 dramatic monologues in which the 
women of the Bible-including Sarah, 
Hagar, ~liriam, Naomi, Esther, 
Salome, and the wife of Pilate-arc 
sketched ,·ividly to show the expc· 
ricnces of Biblical times in relation 
to some contemporary situations. 
neadily adaptable for unique pro
grams, these interpretations offer aids 
·for presentation with a guide to pro
nunciation and Bible references at 
the end of each sketch. Scripture and 
subject index and a special section 
on costuming provide stimulating and 
helpful resources for research. $2 

Devotions For 
Women at Ho1ne 

by MARTHA MEISTER KIELY 

115 brief devotions to help homc
wi\'es keep a Christian pcrspccti\·c on 
life-to keep daily aware of higher 
spiritual horizons. Derntions arc cen
tered around familiar objects found in 
the home ... a house plant. a thermo
stat. an empty chair .. . each drawn 
into the spiritual truths they suggest. 
Each dcrntion is complete with scrip
ture text, the meditation. and a 
prayer. Sincerely and creati\'l:ly pre
sented as a friendly guide to more 
abundant ]h•ing in the home. Sig
nificant program aids for \'arious 
women's groups. Sl.75 

Channels 
Of Thy Peace 

by ERMA W. KELLEY 

Thirteen weeks of dailr meditations 
on a prayer of Francis of Assisi in 
\\'hich the author indtcs ,·ou to 
search the great petitions . of its 
beauty . . . "Lord, make me a channel 
of thy peace. . . ." Discm·cr the 
meaning of hatred and ]o,·c. of wrong 
ancl forgi,·eness. of doubt and faith 
in the way of the seeking heart. $2 

Adults at Worship 
by WALLACE FRIOY 

Twenty-three de\'Otions with adult 
appeal and subject matter, closely re
lated to e\·ery·day interests. In the 
form of brief talks, each meditation 
is nccompanicd br two hymn titles. a 
scripture lesson, and a prayer. Also 
includes se\'en selections for special 
da,·s. such as Ne\\' Y car's, Easter. 
Cl;ristmas and others. SI. 75 

Halhvay Up the Sky 
by JANE MERCHANT 

I 9!l heartfelt poems in which the 
muhor Ji,·cs in great mountain 
heights and rnlleys. Goth humorous 
nncl serious, they express the common 
experiences of daily lidng and fashion 
them into the pungent phrases and 
striking similitudes for which Jane 
:\ lcrchant has hcen noted for years 
hy her many readers. $2 

ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSTORE 

Jbingdon Press 
Publisher of THE INTERPRETER'S BIBLE 
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I~rc Photo 

Two h11ndred clwrch leaders tooh part in tlie processional at a service lzeld at New 
Y orh City's Riverside Chmch to 111arh tlze fiftieth anniversary of the Edinburgh 
World i\1issionary Conference of 1910. See story on page 46. 

tiago area resigned late in 1959. The 
other bishop, Bishop Sante U. Barbieri, 
of the Buenos Aires area is eligible for 
re-election. 

S. Africa Consultation 
Suggested by \VCC 

The World Council of Churches has 
proposed to its eight member churches 
in the Union of South Africa that it 
take the initiative in convening a "fully 
representative" consultation of their 
leaders and 'i\TCC representatives to 
seek measures towards reconciliation. 

The proposal was suggested in a let
ter sent to the officials of the church 
bodies by the general secretary of the 
Council, Dr. vV. A. Visser 't Hooft, 
Geneva, Svvitzerland; the chai1man of 
the Central Committee, Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry, New York; and the vice
chairman, Dr. Ernest A. Payne, Lon
don, England. 

The plan for such a meeting arose 
out of conversations between South 
African churchmen and the Council's 
associate general secretary, Dr. Robert S. 
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Bilheimer, who recently returned from 
a visit to the Union. The consultation 
wi11 probably take place early this au
tumn. 

The letter sent to the South African 
churches says that "it is the function of 
the 'i\Torld Council to facilitate every 
opportunity for conversation among 
member churches." The letter says that 
"it is the genius of the ecumenical 
movement that fellowship is maintained 
even when disagreements concern pro
found and urgent matters." 

"It is through prayer and the con
tinued search for God's will which are 
occasioned by such a situation that our 
need for each other and our sense of 
unity deepens and grows," the letter 
maintains. 

The letter suggests five "levels" as 
most urgent for ecumenical discussion. 
These are: 

I. Level of "factual understanding." 
Because of "widely varying lmowledge 
of facts and difference of interpretation," 
there must be an "attempt to gain fresh 
and more accurate understanding of the 
objective situation." 

2. The level of action. A discussion 
of steps presently being taken by South 
African churches and ways of making 
these measures known is suggested. The 
steps South African churches are taking 
"within their respective policies" to se
cure justice and freedom for all are 
"not known within the ecumenical com
munity and frequently not sufficiently 
known among the member churches in 
South Africa." 

3. The level of "our understanding 
of the meaning of the Gospel for rela
tionships among the races." The letter 
quotes the position taken by the Council 
at its last assembly at Evanston, Ill., in 
I 954 in which it declared "that anv form 
of segregation based on race, color, or 
ethnic origin is contrary to the Gospel 
and is incompatible with the Christian 
doctrine of man and with the nature of 
the Church of Chirst." 

The resolution adopted by the assem
bly urged churches within its member
ship to renounce all forms of segrega
tion or discrimination and to work for 
their abolition within their own life and 
within society. The Assembly recog-
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Sell HAND MADE COPPER JEWELRY. We'll 
send choice selection on consignment. Pay after 
the drive for items sold, return Im.lance. 

DIO HOFFMANDO 
201 \V. Dnr Stn•C't. N('w lln\'C'll 11. Conn. 

nized that for many churches "the im
mediate achievement of this objective 
would be extremely difficult" and said 
that the fellowship of the ecumenical 
movement is such as to offer these 
churches "strength and encouragement." 

Observing that "it is not part of the 
nature of the World Council to pro
nounce judgments upon churches or 
nations or people, nor to attempt to en
force convictions which have been 
crystallized in ecumenical debate," the 
letter said, however, that the move
ment's function was "to witness to such 
convictions." The Council's function is 
"to continue conversations concerning 
these with those who disagree with 
them." 

4. The level of a search "for a clear 
understanding of contemporary history 
from a Christian point of view." It sug
gests discussion of rapid social change 
and its significance for Christian witness. 

5. The level of "our understanding of 
the current emergency." "It has been re
ported to us that among Christians in the 
union, there are different interpretations 
of the meaning of this emergency. \i\Te 
ask therefore that this be a matter of 
discussion, in order that all may come 
to a better understanding of it." 

In releasing the letter to the South 
African churches, the \l\TCC secretariat 
in Geneva emphasized that Dr. Bil
heimer was asked to visit South Africa 
before requests for an inquiry were re
ceived from Dutch Reformed and 
Anglican churches there. The present 
proposal is not in response to those re
quests but "for a broader and deeper 
function." 

The \i\Torld Council officers also sent 
a second letter to the three Dutch Re
formed Churches and the Anglican 
Church in South Africa. This letter 
noted that during Dr. Bilheimer's visit 
they had asked the \i\Torld Council to 
invite their representatives to "a con
sultation concerning their relationship 
with each other and with the \i\Torkl 
Council." 

The letter savs that the \i\Torld Coun
cil is "glad for this initiative" and issues 
an invitation for such a consultation to 
be held "prior to but at the same general 
time" as the larger consultation. In addi
tion to the Dutch Reformed and 
Anglican Churches, Presbyterian, Con
oreoationalists and Methodist Churches 
b b 

in South Africa belong to the Council. 

Seminary Post Honors 
Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr 

The creation of the Reinhold Nie
buhr Professorship of Social Ethics at 
Union Theological Seminary was an-
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, 
j nounced recently by President Henry 
1 P. Van Dusen. At the same time, Dr. 
l John C. Bennett was appointed as the 
i first incumbent of the nevv professor-

ship. Dr. Bennett, who first joined the 
Seminary faculty in 1927 became pro
fessor of Christian Theology and Ethics 
in 1943, and was inaugurated as the 
\i\Tilliam E. Dodge, Jr., Professor of 
Applied Christianity in 1957. Since 
1955 he has also served as Dean of the 
Faculty. The establishment of this 
chair is a tribute to Dr. Reinhold Nie
buhr who retires this year as Vice
President and Senior Faculty Member 
at the Seminary, "in recognition of 
nearly half a century of creative leader-

:~~~~gi~."social, political and religious 

Making the presentation of the Fund 
to the Seminary was Father George B. 
Ford for many years Rector of Corpus 
Christi Parish across the street from 
Union who represented the group of 
over seventy sponsors, who included the 

I poet \i\T. H. Auden, Congressman 
I Chester Bowles, Former Chancellor of 

Germany Heinrich Bruning, Ralph J. 
Bunche, David Dubinsky, T. S. Eliot, 
Chancellor Louis Finkelstein of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary, Sir 
Hector Hetherington, vice-chancellor of 
Glasgovv University, Paul G. Hoffman, 
Senator Hubert Humphrey, Stanley M. 
Isaacs, Barbara \i\Tard Jackson, econ
omist and writer, George F. Kennan, 
former Senator Herbert H. Lehman, 
\i\Talter Lippmann, Henry R. Luce, 
Charles Malik of Lebanon, former 
President of the Assembly of the United 
Nations, Jacques Maritain, eminent 
Roman Catholic philosopher and lay
man, Alan Paton of South Africa, Sir 
Sarepali Radhakrishman, vice-president 
of India and distinguished Hindu 
thinker, \i\Talter Reuther, Eleanor 
Roosevelt, Adlai E. Stevenson, Charles 
P. Taft, Arnold Toynbee and Norman 
Thomas. 

Also John Baillie, distinguished Scott
ish theologian and president of the 
\i\Torld Council of Churches, President 
Charles \i\T. Cole of Amherst Co11ege, 
President John S. Dickey of Dartmouth 
College, Dr. Henry Emerson Fosdick, 
Chancellor Clark Kerr of the University 
of California, President Grayson Kirk 
of Columbia University, Bishop Hanns 
Lilje of Germany, Sir John Maud, 
High Commissioner of Great Britain 
in South Africa, President Millicent C. 
Mcintosh of Barnard Co11ege, President 
Robert Oppenheimer of the Institute 
of Advanced Studies, Bishops Angus 
Dun and \i\Tilliam Scarlett of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, Fmmer 
President George N. Shuster of Hunter 
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This calendar, which rece11tly reached Malaya, is from inside Co1111111111ist China. 
It bears the heading "Chi11ese Christimz Nletl10dist Cl111rcl1-Foocl10w Conference 
Calendar." Script11ral quotation at top is Marh 12:30-31. Printed at the bottom are 
the Apostle's Creed, important dates of the Christian )'ear, and the Lord's Prayer. 
Tl1e calendar year marhs dates of the People's Republic of China. Also printed are 
patriotic slogans and warnings against imperialism. The calendar sl10ws that the 
Cliristian clwrch in China, despite diffzc1tlties, still exists and conti1111es its worh. 

College, Professor Paul Tillich of 
Harvard, Dr. Channing I-I. Tobias, and 
former President Henry vV. \i\Triston of 
Brown University. 

Dr. Niebuhr, who was born in 
\i\Tright City, Missouri, on June 21, 
1892, attended Elmhurst College in 
Elmhurst, Illinois, Eden Theological 
Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri, and Yale 
Divinity School in New Haven, Con
necticut. Ordained in the Evangelical 
Synod oE North America, Dr. Niebuhr 
was pastor of the Bethel Evangelical 

Church in Detroit, Michigan, from 
1915 to 1928. 

He came to Union Seminary in 1928 
as an associate professor of philosophy 
of religion, becoming professor of Ap
plied Christianity two years later. He 
held that position until 1955 at which 
time he was made the Charles A. Briggs 
Graduate Professor of Ethics and The
ology and also Vice-President of the 
Seminary. Dr. Niebuhr also served as 
Dean of the Faculty from 1950 to 1955. 

In 1939 Dr. Niebuhr became the 
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fifth American to be invited to deliver 
the Gifford Lectures at Edinburgh Uni
versity. The Lectures were later pub
lished in the book, The Nature and 
Destiny of l\'1an. 

In February 1958, Dr. Neibuhr was 
granted a year's leave of absence from 
Union Seminary to join the Faculty of 
the Institute of Advanced Studies at 
Princeton, New Jersey, for special re
search and the preparation of a book on 
the ethics of foreign policy which was 
recently published under the title Tlze 
Str11ct.1tre of Nations and Empires. Dr. 
Niebuhr is the author of over fifteen 
books as well as founder and co-editor 
of Christianity and Crisis, a Christian 
journal of opinion. 

In accepting the Reinhold Niebuhr 
Chair, Dr. Van Dusen said: "The Rein
hold Niebuhr Professorship, sponsored 
by some seventy men and women of 
nati6nal, indeed international, eminence 
representing many nations and faiths, of 
every political and social allegiance, 
most of them close personal friends of 
Dr. Niebuhr, testifies to the high re
gard in which he is held by leaders of 
the most diverse interests and points of 
view. The over five hundred persons 
who have joined the Sponsors in mak
ing this Fund possible is further evi
dence of the wide-ranging influence of 
this man who has been called 'the lead
ing political philosopher of America' 
and 'our most influential social thinker' 
as well as 'our premier theologian.' His 
writings and speaking have encom
passed virtually every aspect of human 
life, individual and social, and his lead
ership has reached out to embrace 
historians, political scientists, economists 
and men of affairs no less than religious 
leaders. Union Seminary gratefully ac
cepts this tribute to its most distin
guished scholar. 

"This professorship will continue the 
main lines of Dr. Niebuhr's work and 
influence. It is altogether appropriate 
that its first incumbent should be Dr. 
Niebuhr's lifelong friend and most inti
mate associate, Dean John Coleman 
Bennett." 

Service Celebrates 
Edinburgh Conference 

Internationally known Protestant 
churchmen participated in a service held 
Wednesday, May 25, in Riverside 
Church, New York City, celebrating 
the fifieth anniversary of the \iVorld Mis
sionary Conference held at Edinburgh, 
Scotland, in 1910. 

The event, which marks the begin
ning of the modern ecumenical move
ment for Christian unity, will be fol-
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lowed by similar observances to be held 
June 23 in \iVestminster Abbey, London, 
and on August 14 in St. Giles Cathe
dral, Edinburgh. 

The colorful tribute to a half-century 
of growth in Protestant and Orthodox 
cooperation throughout the world was 
sponsored in this country by the Na
tional Council of Churches in coopera
tion with the International Missionary 
Council, the World Council of 
Churches, the \i\Torld Council of Chris
tian Education and Sunday School As
sociation, and The Protestant Council 
of the City of New York. 

A highlight of the service was a 
procession of some 200 dignitaries that 
included officers and executives of the 
sponsoring groups, guests from over
seas churches, seminary presidents, de
nominational heads and lay leaders, 
clergy from the metropolitan New York 
area, and the fifty-member Interchurch 
Center Choir which made its first ap
pearance at the event. The Rev. Dr. 
Edward N. West, Canon Sacrist of the 
Protestant Episcopal Cathedral Church 
of St. John the Divine, was marshal. 

The Rt. Rev. James Edward Lesslie 
Newbigin, general secretary of the In
ternational Missionary Council, gave 
the anniversary address. An ordained 
minister of the Church of Scotland, Dr. 
Newbigin is in the unique position of 
being a Presbyterian Bishop. When the 
Presbyterian, Congregational, Method
ist, and Anglican communions in South 
India united in 1947 to form the Church 
of South India, Dr. Newbigin was 
elected Bishop of the Diocese of Madura 
and Ramnad. 

Among other noted ecumenical lead
ers who participated were: Dr. Robert 
J. McCracken, pastor of interdenomina
tional Riverside church, New York; Dr. 
John A. Mackay, honorary chairman of 
the International Missionary Council 
and former president of Princeton 
(N.J.) Theological Seminary; and Dr. 
C. 1-I. I-hvang, fom1er moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church in Taiwan and 
now chairman of the advisory study 
committee, Commission on Ecumenical 
Mission and Relations, United Pres
byterian Church in the U .S.A. 

Also Mrs. Theodore 0. Wedel of 
Washington, D.C., a former president 
of United Church Women, a National 
Council of Churches department; Dr. 
Gardner C. Taylor, president, The 
Protestant Council of the City of New 
York; and Dr. Arthur Judson Brown of 
New York, 104-year-old veteran of the 
missionary movement. 

Archbishop Iakovos, New York, head 
of the Greek Archdiocese of North and 
South America, was invited to take part 

m the service but said he could not 
attend. He did not expect to return 
from a pilgrimage to the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate in Istanbul until the end 
of May. 

Dr. Kenneth Scott Latourette, noted 
Protestant historian and former Yale 
professor, has called the 1910 Edin
burgh conference "a major landmark in 
world Christianity." From it, he said, 
"came major impulses to the ecumeni
cal movement." 

"Edin burgh 1910," said Dr. Latour
ette, "marked the transition from a 
purely \iVestern-centered, denomina
tional Protestantism to a world-embrac
ing, supraracial, supradenominational 
Christianity which even now is in its 
exciting early stages." 

Out of the 1910 conference emerged 
a recommendation for the organization 
of an International Missionary Council 
which was founded in 1921. Subse-

. quent World Missionary Conferences, 
under International Missionary Coun
cil auspices, were held at Jerusalem, 
1928; Madras, 1938; Whitby, Canada, 
1947; Willingen, Germany, 1952; Accra, 
Ghana, 1957-58. The next one is 
scheduled at New Delhi, India, Nov. 
17-18, 1961, in conjunction with the 
Third Assembly of the \iVorld Council 
of Churches (Nov. 18-Dec. 5). 

New Book of Worship 
Presented for Trial 

A revised Book of Worship for The 
Methodist Church was officially pre
sented to the denomination's governing 
body at its recent session by Bishop 
Edwin E. Voigt of Aberdeen, South 
Dakota. 

The Commission on Worship, of 
·which Bishop Voigt is the chairman, 
prepared the new devotional manual 
upon instmction of the 1956 General 
Conference. Its predecessor volume was 
issued in 1945. 

No request will be made for its final 
adoption until 1964. Meanwhile it is 
being commended for t1ial and experi
mental use in l'vlcthodist churches. 

The trend of the suggested changes is 
toward more formal worship following 
patterns set in England by the church's 
founder, John \i\Tesley, during the 18th 
century. Provision is also made for a 
larger use by Methodist churches of the 
traditional Christian year. 

The recommended orders of worship 
include more use of Scripture and more 
aids to worship such as sentences, col
lects and historic prayers. 

There are two orders of worship pro
vided: one seeks to make John \i\T esley's 
Order for Morning Prayer "something 

WOTILD OUTLOOK 



11 

II 
'I 

I 
! 
I I 
I 

I.: 

Understand The Methodist Church 
and its place in today's world ... 

RELIABLE SOURCES TO READ AND ENJOY 

This selection is designed to help you to understand more clearly 
how Methodism has developed and expanded from its eighteenth
century beginnings with John Wesley to the world-wide movement 
it is today. In just two centuries The Methodist Church-now over 
9 million strong-has come to be one of the largest Protestant 
churches in the world. You will discover how The Methodist 
Church carries on its work and holds a place as a world church. 
Order your selections today from CoKESBURY for a clearer under
standing of The Methodist Church and its place in today's world . 

....... MAIL THIS COUPON Now············································································································ 
0 EPISCOPAL ADDRESS. Given at the General Con

ference, 1960. 
(SD) .............................. . post17aid, 25¢ 

D THE METHODIST FACT BOOK, PREPARED BY ALBERT 
C. HoovER and the Statistical Office of The Methodist 
Church. A complete coverage of the I 02 Methodist Con
ferences and Missions for the year 1959 and \iVorld Serv
ice Year ending May 31, 1959. 
(SD) ............................. . 17ostpaid, $1.25 

0 UNDERSTANDING THE METHODIST CHURCH, DY 
NoLAN B. HARMON. l\'1ethodism's heritage, beliefs, organ
ization, activities, and aims. (AP) 
Paper .............................. post17aid, $1.00 
Cloth ............................. postpaid, $2.00 

D A SHORT HISTORY OF METHODISM, DY UMPHREY 
LEE AND \VILLIAM \VARREN SwEET. An examination of 
the political, social, and religious background into which 
Methodism was born. Authors introduce Whitefield, Cart
wright, Asbury, and Coke, and discuss the spread of Meth
odism throughout Britain and America. 
(AP) ............................. . 17ost11aid, $2.00 

0 THE SACRAMENTS IN METHODISM, DY RonERT W. 
GooDLOE. Author sets forth his understanding of the 
meaning of the sacraments for the present-day l\1lethodist, 
and interprets them in the light of usage in the present 
Church and in the Church of the past. 
(AP) ............................. . 11ostpaid, $2.00 

D 1960 DISCIPLINE. Advance orders upon publication 
this fall. Covers all the laws, rules, and regulations govern
ing the entire Methodist Church. Cloth binding. 
(AP) ................. tentative 17rice, 17ostpaid, $1.75 

D M.AJOR METHODIST BELIEFS, DY MACK B. STOKES. 
States in plain words what the people called "Methodists" 
believe. (AP) 
Each ............................... . postpaid, 45¢ 
Dozen ........................... . postpaid, $4.80 

Please send me, postpaid, the titles I have indicated: 
D Payment enclosed D Charge to my account 

Add state sales tax where it applies 

Northeastern 
Region 
Boston 16 
New York II 
Pittsburgh 30 

So11thwestern 
Region 
Dallas I 
Kansas City 6 

Nortlt Central 
Region 
Chicago 11 
Cincinnati 2 
Detroit I 

So11thern 
Region 
Atlanta 3 
Nashville 3 

Western 
Region 
Los Angeles 29 
Portland S 
San Francisco 2 

So11theastern 
Region 
Baltimore 3 
Richmond 16 

-········································································································································································~ 
JULY 1960 [ 363] 47 



• FOLDING TABLE LINE 
J.:irchcn comniiucc~. ~ociJI &rl1Up<i, aucn .. 
l ion ~ F.-\' turr prk~·s .. t tli~oullt 'i up to -101'.'0 
!Cl Chun:hc:;, Sch1t1.1\,, Cl11b~ . etc, Mcmroe 
:ill -nc:w FOLD-Kll"G Banquet Tables, 
wi1h c:i.:du<.ivc new auwni;.itk foklin!; <.1n\l 

locl:.ins, surer ~trcngih, en :;.~· :>eating. 68 mm.ki ll anJ sizc'i. 

BIG NEW 1960 CATALOG FREE 
Color piclUJCS. Full line t:iblc$, chairs, table :ind ch;iir trncks, rbt
form-nseH. port;ible parlitiom:, liolktin ho:mls. Our ~!mf year, 
THE MOHROE CO., 116 Church St., Colfax, Iowa 

RAISE MONEY 
For Your Group 

more than a museum piece." The other 
is planned to satisfy those who prefer 
greater simplicity. "A balance between 
the formal and informal aspects of wor
ship is sought in the new manual ," 
Bishop Voigt said. 

Committee member Dr. 'i\Till M. 
Hildebrand, Altadena, Calif., in sup
porting the new manual said, "\Ve arc 
confident that a reverent and thoughtful 
use of these orders of service will bring 
dimensions of depth and breadth in our 
worship." 

"Our interest is not for more formalitv 
or less formality; not more ritual or lc;s 
ritual; we are rather interested in the 
corporate worship of God to be partici
pated in by the whole church. All of 
our people need nll this experience every 
week, led by a minister who is sensitive 
to the significance of the worship hour." 

The contribution of "many man
hours of research" on the part of theo
logical professors '.-vas acknowledged in 
the report. These scholars brought to 
light a prodigious amount of factual 
data, annotated, weighed and made 
available to the Commission. 

WORLD WIDE ART STUDIOS 
P.O. Box 777-Covington, Tenn. 

The Foreword to the Book of 'Vor
ship states that in its preparation "par
ticular attention was given to Arch
bishop Cranmer's liturgical work in 
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FUND RAISERS - MAKE EASY MONEY 

• "We pla11 to make a year 'round 
pro/eel oj tf1e111." CHICAGO, ILL. 

ThQ GraeQ linQ Co. 

Sell 200 Boxes of our famous blend of quolity Tea Bogs ond 
moke HO profit for your WSCS, MYF or Church. 
Your Church or Club nome will be imprinted on the Box ond 
the Tea Bog Lobcls ot no extro cost. 
For smoll groups we offer "Temple T" in quonticies os few 
os 40 boxes. 
NEW - Fomily Size Teo B3gs (quart size). Eosy way to 
moke o pitcher of delicious iced teo. 
Take up to 60 cloys to poy. 
Endorsed by V. F. W. Aux., N. J., AMVETS Aux., Pa. and many 
other large groups. 
ACT NOW. Send for complete details of our Fund Raising Plan. 
Temple T. Dept. W760, Box 553, Levittown, Pa. 

TABLE NAPKINS 
... the ideal, easy way to cam extra money! 

Thousands of church groups and individuals have 
proved for themselves just how fast and easy 

Graceli11c napkins sell. 
They're so appropriate for social functions both 

at church and in homes. They add such a 
pleasant touch of reverence - save the ex

pense and loss of time using linens. 

SEND FOR FREE SAMPLES TODAY ... . 
Please send me free samples of new Grace- • 
line napkins and complete money-making • 
details. Dept. W070 : 

. 
• Addres•--------------'--

City ________ zone_Slate ___ _ 

. . 

801 LaSalle Ave. • Minneapolis, Minn. . . ................................. 
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creating the original Book of Prayer for 
the English Reformation. John 'i\Tcsley's 
adherence and departures therefrom 
were carefully noted. 'i\That the com
mission now presents is the best of 'Ves
ley and Methodist tradition, yet remains 
as close as possible to the basic patterns 
of the ecumenical church." 

Convinced by a wide sampling of 
op1111on throughout the church the 
Commission recommended to the Gen
eral Conference a revision of the l'vleth
odist Hymnal. The present one was is
sued in 1935. Its predecessor was pub
lished in 1905. 

The hymnal revision is in line with 
general Protestant experience. ".Most of 
our sister churches have revised their 
hymnals every twenty-five to thirty 
years in order to bring in the values of 
new hymns and hymn tunes. The re
vision process also makes possible the 
omission of hymns which have not 
proved themselves in usage and the re
introduction of those great hymns which 
should be preserved," Bishop Voigt said. 

Social Concerns Board 
Set Up by Conference 

Merger of three general boards of The 
Methodist Church into a new Board of 
Christian Social Concerns wa·s approved 
by the denomination's General Confer
ence at its recent session in Denver, 
Colo. 

The new board will unite the present 
boards of temperance, world peace and 
social and economic relations. Head
quarters will be established in ~Tashing
ton, D.C., \vhere the Board of Temper
ance has been located for many years. 
The other two boards are presently lo
cated in Chicago. 

Purpose of the new board will be "to 
lift up before the members of the church 
and also the secular world the Christian 
concern for personal, social and civic 
righteousness, to analyze the issues 
which confront the nation and the world 
as well as the local community and the 
person, and to propose Christian lines of 
action." 

An innovation in the new board will 
be one general secretary, administering 
the entire board's work and three asso
ciate general secretaries, one responsible 
for each of the three major divisions of 
the board. The present plan in other 
large general boards of the church is to 
assign a general secretary over each di
vision of the board and give him coordi
nate rank and authority with the heads 
of the other divisions rather than tO 
have one over-all executive for the en
tire board. 

The plan for unifying the three 
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boards was brought before the General 
Conference by the Coordinating Coun
cil, which had been asked to study the 
possibility of such a merger and to re
port to the I 960 General Conference. 

There was some opposition to moving 
the Board of \i\Torld Peace and the 
Board of Social and Economic Relations 
from Chicago to \Vashington, D.C., but 
the latter location carried by an over
whelming vote. 

The new board will have a subsidiary 
office in New York, similar to that pres
ently conducted by the Board of \i\Torld 
Peace and specializing in seminars and 
study tours of the United Nations. This 
office will be conducted in cooperation 
with the \i\Toman's Division of Christian 
Service of the Board of Missions. 

The three divisions of the new board 
will be as follows: 

Divisio11 of Temperance and General 
H1elfare, which will concern itself with 
alcohol problems, addiction to injurious 
habits such as use of tobacco and drugs; 
gambling; pornography; juvenile delin
que~cy and crime; penal system and re
habilitation; mental health and medical 
care; problems associated with aging, 
population, and planned parenthood; 
traffic safety and other concerns. 

Division of Peace and HT orld Order, 
dealing with American foreign policy, 
United Nations and related interna
tional organizations; disarmament and 
nuclear weapon control; space control; 
foreign aid, tariffs and trade; immigra
tion and naturalization; military policy 
and conscription legislation and con
scientious objectors and the draft. 

Division of H1111um Relations a11d 
Economic Affairs, which will be con
cerned with race relations, civil liberties, 
public policy on education, church and 
state relations, civic responsibility, labor
management relations, agriculture, con
servation, government and private eco
nomic policy and practice, technologi
cal change, unemployment, and hous
ing. 

The new board will have 83 members, 
including two bishops elected by the 
College of Bishops in each of the six 
jurisdictions. Other members of the 
board will be elected at the forthcoming 
jurisdictional conferences, and nine 
members at large will be chosen by the 
board when it organizes on Sept. 6. 
Bishop F. Gerald Ensley of Des Moines, 
la., will be the convenor of the board. 

D. D. Holt 
Scarritt Head 

The Rev. D. D. Holt, acting president 
of Scarritt College since last September, 
has been elected president. 
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The announcement was made 1\1ay 
20 by Methodist Bishop Roy I-I. Short, 
Nashville, president of the Scarritt board 
of trustees. 

Mr. Holt succeeds the Rev. Dr. Foye 
G. Gibson, who resigned last year to 
become administrator of Asbury Acres, 
Maryville, Tenn., the Holston Meth
odist Conference's new home for the 
retired. 

Before becoming acting president in 
September, Mr. Holt was for three years 
director of financial promotion for the 
Methodist Commission on Christian 
Higher Education, which promoted 
Methodism's I 956-60 emphasis on 
higher education. 

A native of North Carolina, he was 
for four years executive director of the 
Methodist College Foundation of North 
Carolina. He was pastor of Trinity 
1\fothodist Church, Durham, N .C., 
seven years, and he served other Meth
odist churches in North Carolina and 
Virginia. 

He holds bachelor of arts and bache
lor of divinity degrees from Duke Uni
versity, Durham, N.C. 

Scarritt is owned by the General 
Conference of The Methodist Church. 
It is primarily a graduate school for 
Christian workers. 

Jurisdiction Re1ations 
Commission Set Up 

The I 960 Methodist General Con
ference established a quadrennial Com
mission on Inter-Jurisdictional Rela
tions. 

Entrusted to the commission will be 
"the continuing program of The Meth
odist Church to abolish the Central 
(Negro) Jurisdiction; promote inter
racial brotherhood through Christian 
love, and achieve a more inclusive 
church." 

The Central Jurisdiction covers most 
of the United States, and most Negro 
members of the denomination in this 
country are in it. The church also has 
.five geographical jurisdictions which 
cover regions of the country. 

The thirty-six member commission 
will have its organizational meeting 
August 18-I 9 in Chicago. It is com
posed of a bishop, two other ministers, 
and three laymen from each of the de
nomination's six jurisdictions. 

Among the responsibilities of the com
mission are the following: 

I. To study and recommend courses 
of action which shall implement the use 
of Amendment IX on all levels of 
church structure. (Amendment IX was 
passed by the I 956 General Confer
ence. It allows Negro churches to trans-

fer to white conferences and Negro con
ferences to white jurisdictions on a two
thirds vote of all groups involved. Little 
use of the amendment was made during 
the 1956-60 quadrennium.) 

2. To study the possibilities and 
problems inherent in the transfer of 
churches, districts, annual conferences 
and areas as provided in Amendment 
IX, and to give such information, guid
ance, and other assistance as may be 
possible and proper to those considering 
such transfer. 

3. To make an immediate study of 
the reasons for reluctance to make use 
of Amendment IX, where such reluc
tance exists, and to bring together re
sponsible churchmen, ministerial and 
lay, to expedite action. 

4. Where such transfers cannot be 
made in either direction at present, to 
recommend the immediate development 
of a long-range program designed to 
create better understanding of mutual 
problems. 

5. To give special attention and study 
to such matters as may impede the 
speedy implementation of Amendment 
IX, including the adjustment of minis
terial requirements, pension and appor
tionment differentials, mm1mum sup
port, church extension, and ministerial 
itinerancy. 

6. To make progress reports to the 
Council of Bishops, and to the church 
through the church press. 

7. To present an inclusive report to 
the General Conference of I 964 con
taining findings and recommendations 
which shall be printed and distributed 
to the delegates at least three months 

A comPLETE LIBRARY OF 

"/(ELIGIOUS fiLMS 
Wll.ITE FOR YOUR. FREE COPY 

OF OUR FILM CATALOG 
THE PRO.J ECTOR 

{11LM \11BRARY ~ERVICE 
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prior to the c01wening of the confer
ence. 

8. To work closely with the Boards 
of Social and Economic Relations, or 
their successors, in General, Jurisdic
tional, and Annual Conferences, with 
the Department of Christian Social Re
lations of the \i\Toman's Division of 
Christian Service, and with all boards 
and agencies having information and 
facilities for expediting the use of 
Amendment IX and for promoting in
terracial brotherhood and Christian 
love. 

The General Conference recom
mended that the six elected representa
tives from each jurisdiction on the 
General Conference Commission on 
Inter-Jurisdictional Relations be con
sidered as commissions for their respec
tive jurisdictions. The General Confer
ence commission is authorized to dele
gate to the jurisdictional commissions 
"such responsibilities as may properly 
and expeditiously be fulfilled by them." 

The conference also recommended 
that the General Conference commis
sion make specific delegation of respori
sibiliti~s, wherever possible, on local, 
district, annual conference and area 
levels of church structure: 

a. To formulate and promote pro
grams of education and courses of ac
tion to develop greater interracial under
standing and brotherhood on all levels 
of church life. 

b. To study the policies, programs, 
and activities of the church, its agencies 
and related institutions with respect to 
the practice of interracial brotherhood. 

c. To assist church extension through 
the establishment, wherever possible, of 
preaching places, and the organization 
of new congregations characterized by 
interracial brotherhood. 

An appropriation of $25,000 was 
made for the General Conference com
mission to carry out its responsibilities. 

The 1960-64 commission was recom
mended in an amendment to the report 
of the 1956-60 Commission to Study 
and Recommend Action Concerning the 
Jurisdictional System. By and large, it 
was created to implement the recom
mendations of the 1956-60 study com
mission. 

MSM to Sponsor 
Arts Festival 

The Methodist Student Movement, 
in connection with its national confer
ence to be held right after Christmas 
of this year, will have a national reli
gious arts festival. 
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The conference and festival will be 
December 27 to January l at the Uni
versity of Missouri, Columbia. About 
4,000 Methodist students from colleges 
and universities are expected to attend. 

The festival will provide for open 
competition and will make several 
awards and grants to those who excel in 
music, drama, painting, poetry, archi
tecture, photography, films, sculpture, 
and dance. 

The festival committee will seek en
tries from persons throughout the nation 
and especially from those connected 
with colleges and universities. Entries 
from persons other than Methodists will 
be as welcome as those from Methodists. 

Chairman of the arts festival commit
tee is the Rev. Dr. Harvey C. Brown, staff 
member of the Methodist Board of Edu
cation, to which the Methodist Student 
Movement is related. 

Purposes of the festival are as follows: 
I. To vviden and deepen the interests 

of the students of The Methodist 
Church in the artistic expression of reli
gious faith. 

2. To bring to the attention of the 
students the great works of art which 
may be used for expressing religious 
concerns. 

3. To develop within the_fellowship 
of the church-related colleges and Wes
ley Foundations the creation of specific 
art forms by those who are gifted in ex
pressing the message of the gospel in 
this way. 

Wesley Foundations are Methodist 
student centers at state and independent 
colleges and universities. 

"Festival events will focus within the 
context of the National Methodist Stu~ 
dent Movement Conference," said Dr. 
Brown. 

The national student conferences are 
usually held quadrennially. However, 
the last one was held three years ago. 
This will be the seventh such confer
ence. 

A Preaching Station 
continued from page 37 

I was twenty-two. It was hard be
cause I had to work for my board and 
room. I waited on tables at the com
mons. But I made A's and double A's, 
something they had then, and I fin
ished satisfactorily in four years
really three and a half, as that first 
semester was the equivalent of my last 
year of high school. 

"I was asked by my church-I am 
a Congregationalist-to teach in a 

boys' school in Guadalajara, though 
I had applied for four seminary 
scholarships-Andover, Yale Divinity, 
Chicago Theological, and the Pacific 
School of Religion. I stayed three 
years at the boys' school and then ac
cepted the scholarship at Pacific. 

"Then came the crash of 1929. 
Mission boards were cutting ex
penses. They had no place for me. 
I found myself in New York. That 
was when The Committee on Co
operation took me in on a part-time 
basis." 

He ackno-wledges with mixed feel
ings the remarkable continuity of his 
literary preaching mission. "There is 
a certain drabness about staying so 
long in one spot." 

Dr. Rembao may have checked in 
at the same desk for a long time, but 
he has hardly been bou.nd , by it or 
chained to it. He has lectured exten-

. sively in both North and South 
America-and still does, · though 
somewhat less frequently. He was 
professor of philosophy for a year, 
1955-56, at The Union Theological 
Seminary in Matanzas, Cuba. He has 
written a dozen books, three in Eng
lish. 

Not only as a crusading editor, but 
also as a product of the very mission 
field he has so long helped to culti
vate, he says with authority: "Latin 
America is the very best mission field 
we have, judged by the results. Sixty . 
years ago there were no Protestants 
in Latin America. Today · there ai:e 
eight million in a population of about 
200 million. 

"Five years ago in a doctoral disser
tation offered at the So~·bonne by a 
student of sociology was this state
ment: 'The Number One event for 
the twentieth century in the whole 
world is the creation of a Protestant 
community in Brazil.' In the course 
of two generations a community of 
more than three million people has 
been established among a people who 
are supposed to be Christian. 

"In Chile twelve percent of the 
population is Protestant, militantly so. 
And only ten percent of the Roman 
Catholics in Chile go to mass. These 
are Catholic statistics I am quoting. 
So that in terms of practice there are 
more Protestants than Catholics." 
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CREATE AN ATMOSPHERE OF ELEGANCE AND BEAUTY 
IN YOUR CHURCH WITH THIS NEW 

ANY PIECE OR A WHOLE SET of this beautiful altar ware 
would be a wonderful memorial gift to your church. 

The classic beauty and styling of this set directs attention 
to the altar and creates an atmosphere of elegance. 

In observance of liturgical custom, the cross is placed in 
the center and stands taller than the candlesticks and vases. 
Both the 81/2-inch and 11 %-inch candlesticks, and the vases 
are styled in proportion to the 31-inch cross. Specify size 
candlesticks you desire. 
. The brass cross has a satin finish; inlaid cross is polished; 
IHS symbol in silver on crossarm. This contrast in finishes 
gives a pleasant effect. Candlesticks are gleaming, polished 
brass; and both sizes are of similar design. The polished brass 
vases are extra large-13~'2 inches tall, and have removable 
aluminum liners. The finest in quality craftsmanship. 

Candles and brass wax savers 
shown with set are not included. 
Memorial engraving is available at 
moderate prices. Give exact wording 
desired when ordering. Budget terms 
at no extra cost. 

When ordering this altar set from 
Cokesbury, please include numbers 
below. Transportation extra; specify 
truck or rail shipment. 
V4556. 131/z-inch Vases. Pair, ship
ping weight, 10 lbs., 1 oz .... $100.00 
V4557. 31-inch Cross. Wt., 15 lbs., 
1 oz. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $120.00 
V4558. 81/z-inch Candlesticks. Pair, 
shpg. wt., 9 lbs., 1 oz .... pair, $15.00 
V4559. 11%-inch Candlesticks. Pair, 
shpg. wt., 10 lbs., 1 oz .. . pair, $75.00 

Add state sales tax where it applies 

Nortlteastern I North Central I Western I Southwestern I Southern I Soutlteaslcrn 
Region Region Region Region Region Region 
Boston 16 Chicago 11 Los Angeles 29 
New York 11 Cincinnati 2 Portland 5 Dallas 1 Atlanta 3 Baltimore 3 
Pittsburgh 30 Detroit 1 San Francisco 2 Kansas City 6 Nashville 3 Richmond 1~ 



''I bet it smells nice in the country" 

JOHNNY and his friend have never known the joys 
of a summer day in the country. They have 

never roamed through woods and fields of wild 
flowers with a friendly dog, never romped down a 
country road with sky-larking playmates. 

In the slum where Johnny lives there are no trees 
to climb, no woods and meadows to explor.e. His 
playground is the dangerous street, the crumbling_ 
top of a tenement, a vacant lot crowded with filth·-, 
and garbage. His trees are ancient lamp posts; his 
-constant companions are hunger and unhappiness. 
Not even Johnny's childish imagination can bring 
YOUR CONTRIBUTION IS DEDUCTIBLE ON INCOME TAX RETURN 

r~~~~~M~~'W>~w~~~-------, 
Business Office: 27 EAST 39TH STREET, Room 165 
NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 
Yes, I want to sponsor wonderful inspiring vacations for 
slum children in God's outdoors. 
D I enclose $10 as my first month's gift. I will endeavor 
to give $10 each month, but I understand that I may cancel 
the arrangement at any time. 

I enclose 
D $120 (gives 3 children 2 weeks at Mont Lawn) 
D $ 40 (gives one child 2 weeks) 
D $ 20 (gives one child 1 week) 

0 I cannot provide a complete vacation, but I wish to 
have a share in this plan and I enclose$ ................. . 

My Name ................................................................. . 

Address .................................................................. . 

L ~·.:.:.; ~·.:.:.; :.:.:.·~ ~·.:.:.::.:.::.:.:~·.:!:"~~':!.:.·~::.:.:.:.:.:a~·;.:.:.·.:.:.: ..I 

back the perfume of this faded bunch of flowers 
he has found in an ash can. 

Johnny has been denied the most wonderful 
moments of childhood ... nor can he change his life 
for the better.He must be helved! One of the most 
wonderful things that could ever happen to him 
and his friends is the two-week vacation in the 
country which Mont Lawn, Christian Herald's 
Children's Home can provide. 

Mont Lawn's support comes directly from peo. 
ple whose hearts are touched by the plight of the 
forgotten boys and girls of the slums. Mont Lawn 
offers these unfortunates a haven high on a hill 
where they may escape for two glorious weeks. 
Here they play on wide green lawns among shady 
trees, eat huge, nourishing meals three times a 
day, sleep in their own beds between cool, clean 
sheets. In an interdenominational chapel they learn 
of God and His love. 

Right now, hundreds of children are waiting to 
go to Mont Lawn. But we need your help to send 
them there. Here is what your contribution will do: 
$500 endows a bed in perpetuity 

$120 will give 3 children a full two weeks' vacation at 
Mont lawn - and may be paid for at the rate of $10 per month. 

$ 40 will give one child a full two weeks' vacation 

$ 20 will give one child a full week's vacation 

, •• and any amount will help 


