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Center-Column References and Concordance 
-Now Yours in Today's Most Useful Bible 

The New RSV 
Concordance Bible 

HERE'S THE BIBLE that will be helpful and interesting both in your home 
and in the church school. This is the first time since the Revised 
Standard Version Bible came into use that there has been a RSV 

Bible with a concordance. Use it one time and you'll see why reading and 
studying your Bible becomes so much easier, giving you a richer and 
fuller understanding of the Bible. 

Not only will you have today's most useful and popular Bible written in modern
day language, but you 'll also have one with these added new features: a concise 
concordance. center-column references, a list of proper names and full-color maps , 

The RSV Concordance Bible is now available from your Publishing House
use the convenient coupon on this page and order now to have your copy of the 
new RSV Bible. Choose from seven bindings! 

Eight Outstanding Features: 
• More than 75,000 center-column references • Page size, 5Y;zx8 5/16 inches 
• 192-page concise concordance • 1,504 pages 

• Twelve maps in full color; presentation 
• List of Proper Names page in three colors 
• Printed in easy-to-read 9-point type • All bindings stamped in genuine gold 

Choose from These 
MAROON BUCKRAM OVER BOARDS. 
Leatheroid spine; gold-stamped; head
bands; less than 1 % inches thick; fine
quality India paper. 
TN-4800X .. .. .. ..... .... postpaid, $9.00 

BLACK GENUINE LEATHER BINDING. 
Limp style; round corners; gold edges; 
less than 1~!, inches thick; fine India 
paper. Gift boxed. 
TN-4807X .. . .......... . postpaid, $12.5"0 

Attractive Bindings 
RED GENUINE LEATHER BINDING. Other
wise same as black leather edition. 
TN-4807XR ...... . .. .. . . postpaid, $12.50 
BLACK GENUINE COWHIDE BINDING. 
Semi-overlapping covers; Indopaque pa
per; round corners; gold edges; ribbon 
marker. TN-4808X ..... . postpaid, $17.50 
RED COWHIDE BINDING. Otherwise same 
as black genuine cowhide edition. 
TN-4808XR ... ......... . postpaid, $17.50 
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BLACK GENUINE MOROCCO BINDING_ 
Leather-lined; semi-overlapping covers: 
Indopaque paper; round corners; gold 
edges; ribbon m arker. 13/16-inch thick. 
TN-4868X ... . . postpaid , $22.50 

RED GENUINE MOROCCO BINDING_ 
Otherwise same as black genuine Moroc
co edition. 
TN-4868XR .. . . ........ postpaid, $22.50 

Introduce Children to the Bible with Selections from the RSV 

Bible Readings FOR BoYs AND GIRLS 

Now, boys and girls ages nine, ten, and eleven years old can read the Bible 
and understand it! Here is a book of Bible readings carefully selected for 
use by children, and printed in good readable type. 

Stories Arc Most Meaningful to Children 
The volume includes the whole sweep of the Bible story emphasizing the historic and 

religious aspects of the Bible. Passages from the poetry and literature of the Old Testa
ment are followed by stories from the New Testament. The passages selected from the 
RSV are those that have personal meaning for boys and girls. Teachers and pa rents will 
welcome this volume-not a substitute for the Bible, but an introduction to it. 

Colorful, Inspiring Illustrations 
Over 120 illustrations. 18 in full color. Designed especially for boys and girls 9, 10, 

and 11 years old, this book will stimulate them to go to the Bible itself for further read
ing. Fill out the coupon on this page and order from your Publishing House right away! 
('fNJ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... . ..... . postpaid , $3 .00 
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THE METHODIST PUBLISHING HOUSE FREE CHURCH SUPPLY CATALOC! 
Check the coupon for your free 112-
page Supply Catalog-a complete 
catalog of church and church school 
supplies .. . gift items. Illustrated
many pages in color. 
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LETTERS 
Christmas Music in 
Saraikci, Borneo 

One of the greatest joys for young people 
is to spend the holy night singing Christ
mas carols, thereby telling the good tidings 
to as many people as possible. 

In the region around Sibu the young 
people serenaded in boats, but in Sarikci 
they used big open trucks, on the one 
automobile road, which passes through 
many communities. In the trncks the 
young people placed organs and other 
musical instruments. 

On the night before Christmas the 
Methodist Youth Fellowship gave a play: 
The Bishop's Candlestichs. 

On Christmas day we had the Christmas 
message. Then groups of people sang, all 
native talent, praising the Savior. \Ve had 
solos, accompanied by accordion music. 
\Ve also had piano and mouth-organ selec
tions. 

l\!Lrnn1A GnAF 
Sibu, Sarawak, Borneo 

-Young People in Sarawak Entertain 
Chiefs 'Vith a Christmas Supper 

Our festivities began on the night of 
December 20th, when the l'vlethodist 
Youth Fellowship entertained the !ban 
chiefs, Chinese headmen, and lay leaders 
of the churches of this vicinity. After 
supper there was a program of speeches, 
and of carol singing. 

\\le met with the Christmas carolers at 
ten o'clock on Christmas Eve, before they 
started out to sing. At 3: 15 on Christmas 
morning they came to our house. \Ve 
greeted them with firecrackers, orange 
drinks, and wafers. 

OLIVE AND \V1LLIAJ11 OvEnnoLT 

i'vlcthodist Mission 
Binatang, Sarawak 

A Chrishnas Day in Iban Longhouses 

On Christmas eve \Vesley Church 
joined with the Anglicans for a meaning
ful service. I looked about and saw English, 
American, Chinese, Iban, Batak , - and 
Indian peoples participating in this Christ
mas service. 

At eight o'clock on Christmas morning, 
Edna Floy Brown, the new missionary 
nurse, and I were off to an !ban longhouse 
at Sungai Penasu. Stanley Bain and Andy 
Fowler, short-termers, also went with us. 
Stanley has a good command of the !ban 
language, so he could preach freely to the 
people, and conduct the services. 

After the service at the longhouse, 
cookies and soft drinks were scn•ed-and 
just as we finished them the noon meal 
was announced. This consisted of curry 
and rice. 

\Ve visited three other longhouscs, and 
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everywhere we were cordially received, 
even in places where there are no Chris· 
tians as yet. 

ELLEN F. ATKINSON 

l\'lcthodist Girls' Hostel 
Sibu, Sarawak, Borneo 

Christmas Choir in the Congo 

At Christmas time our school choir was 
invited to give a musical program in Lulua
bourg. 

The most popular theater was turned 
over to us for this occasion. The governor 
of the province and several other officials 
were present, and were much impressed by 
the program. 

The choir was at its best. The members 
of the junior choir looked adorable in their 
white robes with big red tics. 

African people can really sing! 
The songs were given in four or five 

different languages. 
Our hearts rejoiced to see the Christmas 

carols made more meaningful to all. 
ANNI!\IAE \iVmTE 

Kalumba Gare, via Luluabourg 
Belgian Congo, Africa 

Chrishnas Season at Creighton-Freeman 
Hospital in India 

Christmas brings a candle-light service, 
carol-singing, and Christmas cards for all 
patients. Decorations around the chapel 
and the hospital buildings play a part in 
making meaningful the Christmas season. 
At the Nurses' Home there is a party. And 
we have a community dinner. 

M1LDnED S. ALDRICH 

Assistant S1111t. 
Creighton-Freeman Christian Hospital 
Vrindaban, U. P., India 

Christmas Celebrations in 
Japanese School and Factory 

Christmas is always an unusually busy 
time for us. Christian kindergartens and 
schools reach many groups who hear for 
the first timt: about the meaning of Christ
mas. 

The Christmas message is broadcast by 
radio far and wide in Japan. 

In our school we presented the Christ
mas message through drama. The girls 
who took part worked hard, and the play 
was truly a scn•icc of worship. \Ve feel 
that religious drama is a new channel for 
bringing to people here an understanding 
of Christ. 

One of our former graduates, who works 
in a factory office, called to ask me to help 
in her program. I had the privilege of 
speaking before 3 5 girls who had never 
heard a Christian message. I tried to tell 
them the meaning of Christmas in a very 
simple way. They asked me why I had 
come to Japan, and that was another op
portunity to witness for Christ. 

SALLIE CARROLL 

Seiwa Joshi Tanki, Daigaku 
Okadayama, Nishinomiya, Japan 

Christmas Questions in Japan 

Somewhere in Japan this Christmas, a 
missionary teacher will hear questions from 
students who do not understand the mean
ing of Christmas. They will ask: 

H!Jzat do you mean by trne Christmas? 
\Vhy did Christ come to earth at Christ

mas? 
\Vlzat is tlze origin of the Christmas tree? 

Gifts? Santa Claus? Carols? 
\Vlrnt do you tlzinh about non-Christians 

celebrating Christmas? 
Do people drinh to celebrate? 
Have )'O.H ever tlrnnhed God really on 

Christmas day? 
These and a hundred other questions 

will come,. and the teacher will wonder if 
she can be a voice by which God speaks 
to the questioners. 

Aoyama Junior College 
Tokyo, Japan 

PAT PATTERSON 

A Singing Chrishnas in Korea 

A choir ofthirty young people from my 
church went" out to the American military 
camps on Christmas Eve, to sing favorite 
carols in both English and Korean. 

The members of the choir sang also in 
Tlze Messiah, ·which was presented in 
English here. \Ve were fortunate to have 
some American servicemen to help us in 
the bass section. There were eighty mem
bers of The Messiah choir. Next year we 
will hope for even more voices to sing that 
great story. 

l'vlARJOnIE YARBOROUGH 

Methodist Mission 
Taejon, Korea 

The Chrishnas Message 
In a Deaconess Home 

"\Vhat do you think when you hear the 
Christmas songs?" a deaconess asked a 
small bov who had come to the Center to 
play rec~rds. He replied : "That it's Santa's 
birthday!" 

Bringing forth a manger picture, the 
worker told the Christmas story with its 
simple, tender, mystical truth, climaxed · 
with: "Christmas is Jesus' birthday!" 

The little boy stood still, then seemed 
to bubble with enthusiasm as he raised his 
right hand, snapped his thumb and finger 
together in a gesture of full accord and ex
claimed, "\Vell whatta ya know, no one 
ever told me tlzat before." 

Josie was only sixteen. She was repre
senting her mother at our Christmas Shop. 
She selected gifts for the family to place 
under the tree. \ iVhcn she had finished 
choosing gifts she had nothing for herself. 
The worker explained that the purpose of 
our Christmas Shop is to make sure that 
everyone (who might not be remembered 
othenvise) has something for Christmas. 
\Ve wanted Josie to have a new gift, a new 
piece of clothing. But the girl stood firm 
in her decision. She said: "Don't you un
derstand? I had something new last Christ-
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mas, the others did not. Please, please can 
I do it this way?" What a Christmas gift 
her unselfishness was to us! 

Just such simple incidents help us real
ize that "Unto us a child is born." 

The Philadelphia Methodist Deaconess 
Home honors every Christmas season with 
the gold, frankincense and myrrh that sym
bolize new courage, new dignity, and new 
hope. 

HAZEL M. HonNEn, Director 
Philadelphia Methodist Deaconess Home 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Typhoon Sarah 
·Strikes Friendship Island, Korea 

Sarah, the worst typhoon here in fifty
four years, struck Pusan and this province 
a devastating blow. 

The Island Boys' Town was demolished. 
But not a life was lost, praise God! 

Our thanks to all who had a part in 
building the typhoon escnpe, which was 
completed in the summer. It successfully 
withstood the tw.enty-foot tidal wave; thus 
saving the lives of two hundred people. 

The church sailed off like a ship. The 
dormitories were flattened or greatly 
damaged. No trace was left of forty pigs, 
six goats, 220 ducks, a dozen cats, and six 
dogs, and an unknown number of chickens. 

A faithful teacher in charge.of livestock 
miraculously managed to save 23 cows. 

The boys from the Island are being 
cared for in Pu-Am Methodist Church, 
where one of our Baby Clinics is held 
every week. Sacrificial gifts have been 
pouring in to express sympathy and Chris
tian love. Now the boys are learning a 
new meaning for this word, love. 

Government agencies and church 
agencies are providing relief. President 
Rhee has called upon citizens to demon
strate their brotherly love to help the 
typhoon victims. 

How grateful I am for the relief parcels 
that have been sent to me! I had put 
aside some supplies from these parcels for 
Christmas celebrations. How thankful I 
now am to have these supplies in this 
emergency! 

-HELEN RossEn 
Methodist Mission, Box 112 
Pusan, Korea 
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COME, THOU 
LONG-EXPECTED JESUS 

By Charles °"' esley 
Come, Thou long-expected Jesus 
Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 
Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel's Strength and Consolation, 
Hope of all the earth Thou art; 
Dear Desire of every nation, 
Joy of every longing heart.* 

* Tlze Methodist H)'lmwl , No. 84. 
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Approaching the 
Miracle of Christmas 

Marking ·the site of the Saviour's 
birth in Bethlehem is an ancient 
church which no visitor is likely to 
forget. Its entrance, once wide and 
high in keeping with the size and 
significance of the building, has been 
sealed up for many years except for 
a small doorway so narrow that only 
one person can enter at a time and 
so low that he must stoop to the 
height of ·a child. 

Whether this entrance to the 
Church of the Nativity was made 
narrow and low to protect the sanctu
ary from desecration by marauding 
horsemen of a ruder age or to make 
sure that visitors should approach 
the sacred place singly and with 

· bowed heads, it is nevertheless sym
bolic of a needful approach to the 
mystery of the I.ncarnation. 

We cannot enter the sacred pre
cincts of the Christmas miracle un
less we are willing to dismount from 
our high horses of pride and con
ceit and walk for a space alone. We 
cannot approach a true appreciation 
of this divine event, this turning point 
of history, unless we are willing to 
bow in humility and reverence before 
the Lord of life. 

That Almighty God who created 
the world should manifest himself 
in the life of a human being born a 
helpless babe, born of a human 
mother, born in a humble stable, is 
beyond our powers of explanation. 
Even if biologists should substantiate 
the theory of parthenogenesis, even 
if archeologists should discover new 
and compelling evidence proving the 
accuracy of the Gospel story, even 
if some marvellous time machine 
could retrace and reproduce before 
our eyes the actual events of the 
Saviour's earthly ministry, we might 
still completely miss the beauty and 
the joy of Christmas, the meaning 
and mystery of the Incarnation. 
These are inner values to be realized 
by simple faith, the faith of a little 
child or a forgiven sinner. 

DECEMBER 1959 

Archbishop Iakovos and 
Church Unity 

Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of North and 
South America was recently quoted 
in a press release from Geneva, 
Switzerland, as stating that the East
ern Church would "never partici
pate in any conversation with the 
Roman Catholic Church which does 
not have as its eventual aim the in
clusion of Protestants." The Arch
bishop is one of the six presidents 
of the World Council of Churches. 

The Greek Orthodox prelate was 
further quoted as saying that the 
Orthodox Patriarchate of Constanti
nople knew nothing about plans for 
certain talks between Roman· 
Catholic and Orthodox representa
tives in Venice in 1960 which had 
been mentioned in broadcasts from 
its Vatican radio. The "eventual aim" 
to include Protestants could hardly 
be realized in these conversations 
in any case. Nor is it obvious that 
anything worth while would be 
gained if Protestant representatives 
were invited to participate in early 
conversations with Rome. There is 
real hope, however for working out 
a better understanding between the 
great divisions of Christian forces 
in the world, provided it is· done on 
a basis of fraternal respect and a 
truly universal Christian outlook. 
Perhaps the hesitancy of Orthodox 
leaders to enter -µpon serious con
sultations with Ronie at this time 
without having an understanding 
about the inclusion of Protestants 
will hasten the cause of unity rather 
than retard it. 

A Faith Worth Having 
Is a Faith to Share 

Sometimes our respected friends 
of Jewish faith ask embarrassing 
questions: Does the Christian com
munity have any right to send people 
out with the purpose of undermining 
the religious loyalty of their Jewish 
neighbors? Does it manifest the Chris
tian spirit to try to persuade people 
to leave the religion of their fathers 

and become proselytes to another 
faith? Are Christians any better off 
than Jews? Are they more just, more 
tolerant, more generous? Why do 
certain groups presume to try to 
convert the Jewish people to Chris
tianity? 

It is foolish to try to defend crude 
efforts to "convert the Jews," or 
bigoted and insulting attempts to 
cram Christianity down the throats 
of folk who are happy with another 
brand of religion. But there is a great 
deal to be said for Christian work 
among people who have lost their 
faith or are aware of spiritual needs 
which are unfulfilled by their in
herited religion. And in any case a 
faith worth having is a faith worth 
sharing. It is good to be able to 
quote from a press report of a recent 
address by a distinguished rabbi. 

"The only way we can really dem
onstrate that we believe our own 
faith is by unhesitatingly making its 
benefits available to all mankind." 
These are the words of Dr. Maurice 
J. Bloom, a member of the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis, who 
suggests that "proper requirements" 
be set up by his fellow-religionists 
for the conversion of non-Jews. About 
2,000 Gentiles are reported as being 
converted to Judaism every year. 
Dr. Bloom advocates the establish
ment of a ·program of "practical 
means" for extending the influence 
and acceptance of the Jewish re
ligion. 

Though he does not advocate the 
employment of professional mission
aries, Dr. Bloom is quoted as saying: 
"We should certainly not refrain from 
attracting into Judaism those persons 
of Jewish and non-Jewish birth who 
are in accord, spiritually, and in
tellectually, with the religious teach
ings of Judaism and who are not 
formally identified with any church 
or synagogue." 

While the story of Christianity 
would be poor indeed apart from 
the contributions of persons who. 
exemplified the finest type of Jewish 
piety and faith, it would appear that 
evangelistic efforts today should be 
directed mainly toward people who 
are outside the church and syna
gogue. There are enough of them to 
occupy the attention of all available 
missionaries, Jewish or Christian. 
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E1litori11ls (,'011.ti111w1I 

One People 
During . the last meeting of the 

executive committee of the Methodist 
World Council it was voted to recom
mend to the Council at its next world 
meeting that it become a Federation 
instead of a Council. This is a great 
step forward toward the ecumenical 
ideal. 

Already there are signs that the 
Methodists for the first time in gen
erations are acting as one people. 
In the Far East, British Methodists 
are serving in missions under The 
Methodist Church of the United 
States. In Africa plans are going 
forward for exchange of personnel 
between Methodist bodies. In Hong 
Kong, Methodist women from three 
distinct Methodist church bodies 
formed themselves into one unit of 
the World Federation of Methodist 
Women. Such isolated happenings 
are coming to be more and more 
frequent. 

There are those who hold that a 
world Methodist body is a step away 
from true ecumenicity. -We are 

-pleased that the World Council of 
Churches does not hold such a view. 
It is recognizing the place that world 
connectional bodies are playing in 
the ecumenical movement by draw
ing the _ members of their own com
munions toward unity. 

The proposed step for a federated 
body of Methodists plays such a 
role. It is long overdue. It is to be 
hoped that the world body of Meth
odists will accept the recommenda
tion. 

Partnership-Not Tutelage 
Bishop Rajah B. Manikam, first 

Indian Christian to become a bishop 
of the Lutheran Church, has said that 
it is "proof of unrealistic thinking 
to accept lightly the view that the 
younger churches in Asia and Africa 
can evangelize their peoples better 
without the help of their foreign 
partners." 

But he adds a warning that should 
be read with extreme care ". . . 
Radical change is necessary between 
the 'older' and 'younger' churches." 

He sees this age as a period of 
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partnership "free from all undertones 
of superiority and tutelage" and 
where missionary is not synonymous 
with white man, or Christianity with 
Western civilization. 

This statement is not fresh-minted 
in its philosophy, of course. World 
Outlook files contain much the same 
philosophy from missionary pens 
going back to . 1909. The newness 
about the statement is that it comes 
from a member of a "younger" 
church, and it includes in its lists 
of warning a warning against tute
lage. 

Superiority has never had status 
in the Christian mission. But tutelage 
has been respectable. It has been 
respectable enough for superiority to 
hide behind -it. 

It is wholesome that the Bishop has 
put tutelage ori the same level as 
superiority. It is a word which those 
involved in the Christian mission of 
the church should ring round with a 
red pencil, the red, of course, stand
ing for warning. 

Maude White Hardie 
In the section of World Outlook 

called The Moving Finger you will 
find this month an announcement of 
the death of Mrs. Maude White 
Hardie. 

To . the editors of World Outlook 
the announcement evokes a feeling 
of unreality. Mrs. Hardie seemed a 
part of World Outlook. As this De
cember issue was being prepared, 
she was in the office-careful. as 
always, not to encroach upon edi
torial time, yet staying to hear the 
latest news of the magazine, and to 
laugh in a kindly way at the current 
absurdities of these people called 
Methodists. 

Mrs. Hardie was Methodist to her 
finger tips, but her passionate loyalty 
to her branch of the Christian faith 
did not blind her to the meretricious 
when it turned up with the gold. 
Perhaps that-was what endeared her 
to us in such a special way. She was 
a spiritual woman with a sensitive 
response to the mysteries of her re
ligion. Ritual and worship to her had 
a meaning not given to many. 

She was shy, but she did not hold 
with a withdrawn religious experi
ence. Inde.ed she wrote fervently 
about the shared worship in a morn-

ing service. She believed in "loving 
one another" in the New Testament 
sense. She was not a "soft" Christian. 
She expected respect for herself as a 
person. She gave respect. When that 
respect was betrayed, she could be 
stern. 

During the years she was con
nected with the Board of Missions 
she was offered at least two of the 
top positions in the Woman's Divi
sion of Christian Service. She refused 
them, holding to the belief that her 
role was a different role. The role 
was a pervasive one, and only those 
close to the Division know how great 
that role was. 

Maude White Hardie was perhaps 
a mystic, but she was a mystic with 
a broad streak of common sense. 
The decisions she backed, the per
sons she helped, were strengthened 
as much by the one gift as by the 
other. She had a unique power of 
bringing other-worldliness into the 
world of common day. She will be 
missed as long as those who knew 
her are here. 

The Homeless 
At Christmas time we again turn 

to the lot of the stateless and home
less in this World Refugee Year. One 
of the goals of this year's program is 
to have some better strategy for the 
"hard core" the almost hopeless 
refugee cases. 

There is ariother group which is 
just as important. That is th~ group 
which can become "hard core" but is 
not yet. It can be settled, if settled 
quickly, so that it becomes an in
tegral part of a country. 

To settle such a group we need im
mediate refugee legislation. We have 
none now. 

The particular proposed legisla
tive measures can be known by any 
Methodist, through the Methodist 
Committee for Overseas Relief. or 
through the Department of Christian 
Social Relations of the Woman's Di
vision of Christian Service (475 River
side Drive, NYC for both). The details 
we do not give here. What we do 
urge is a climate that makes itself 
felt in Washington for such laws. All 
Methodists can take a stand for laws 
that will show that there is national 
and Christian concern for the up
rooted people of the world. 
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This year marks important anniversaries of several Methodist churches-includ
ing our own-which grew out of early missionary activity. In much of this work 
Thomas Coke played an important part. Dr. Smith is pastor of Trinity Methodist 
Church, Atlanta, Georgia. 

w E METHODISTS often com
plain that we have no really great 
missionary heroes equal to William 
Carey or David Livingstone. Such 
complaining springs not so much 
from the facts of our history as from 
our ignorance of those facts. The 
truth is, we do have a remarkable 
little Welshman who for over a 
hundred years has been consigned to 
one or two dusty pages of Methodist 
history. This personality is . Thomas 
Coke. He holds an enviable, though 
unrecognized, place in the history of 

THOMAS COKE 

sations grew the friendship and later 
the opportunity whereby Coke en
tered the Methodist Societies. Leav
ing South Petherton, at the request 
of the angry members who resented 
his evangelistic leanings, Coke be
came John Wesley's assistant on the 
London Circuit. The elderly leader of 
Methodism needed a secretary, which 
position the young Coke filled ad
mirably. 

A Plan for ·the Society 

our impetuous missionary bishop 

In January of 1784 Thomas Coke 
published a document which is 
worthy of note: "A Plan of the So
ciety for the Establishment of Mis
sions Among the Heathens." Coke 
stated very clearly his conviction: all 
believing Christians have a sacred ob
ligation to proclaim the Gospel to the 
unreached. This was not a provincial 
missionary scheme but an ideal pre
sented in bold world terms. Beginning 
with the depressed, unreached groups 
in Ireland, Wales and Scotland, the 
Gospel was to be taken to remote In
dia and Africa. As soon as possible, all 
interested people (whatever their de
nomination) were to make subscrip
tions to the Plan. Coke's name 
headed the list. Each subscriber of 
two guineas became a member of the 
Society with the right to vote at the 
annual meetings. 
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by W. THOMAS SMITH 

Christian world missions, and it is 
time Methodists recognized both the 
place and the man. 

Thomas Coke was born in beauti
ful Brecon, Wales, in 1747, the son 
of Bartholomew (a well-to-do medical 
practitioner) and Anne Phillips Coke. 
At the age of sixteen he entered Jesus 
College, Oxford. 'Here his simple, 
honest faith vvas sorely tested by the 
prevailing Deism, so popular in aca
demic circles. After graduating· from 
the university (Oxford conferred three 
degrees on Coke, including that of 
Doctor of Civil Law) young Coke 
rather naturally turned to Holy Or
ders, not so much out of any real 
conviction as in an attempt to find a 
vital religious faith. During his first 
curacy at South Petherton in Somer
setshire he experienced a genuine re
ligious awakening which was 
prompted by associations with the 
Wesleyan Revival. 

Coke had an opportunity to meet 
John \iVesley and out of their conver-

Coke's Plan came into existence 
eight years prior to William Carey's 
voyage to India. In terms of calendar 
years it is one of the earliest docu
ments projecting modern Protestant 
missions. This remarkable piece of 
writing was followed two years later 
by a pamphlet (unknown until its 
accidental discovery in a London of
fice a few years ago) "An Address to 
the Pious and Benevolent." Regret
tably these two pieces of writing did 
not create much of an impression 
among the Methodists. In fact, the 
documents were ignored by most 
Methodists, that is, all but John \iVes
ley himself. Wesley severely rebuked 
the young Dr. Coke for a scheme 
which he thought highly premature 
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and rash. Furthermore, \Vesley 
pointed out that missionaries could 
not be obtained and there was the ad
ditional unpleasant factor that some 
subscriptions would come from non
Methodists. \i\1 esley maintained that 
it was not wise to have people out
side the Society controlling Methodist 
preachers and missionaries. 

In many respects \Vesley was cor
rect. Coke was projecting an ideal 
(true, a beautiful ideal), yet one al
together unrealistic. It was. premature 
and it lacked sufficient groundwork. 
Here we see a remarkable failing of 
Coke-a hasty idealism without ade
quate roots for future growth. 

\iVithout question, Thomas Coke 
was impetuous. \V csley once made 
this observation: 

8 

"Dr. Coke and I are like the French and 
the Dutch. The French have been com
pared to a flea, the Dutch to a louse. I 
creep like a louse, and the ground I 
get I keep; but the Doctor leaps like a 
flea and is sometimes obliged to leap 
back again." 

Tho111as Cohe. 

[ 604] 

Yet it must be said in all fairness to 
Coke, his weakness was his strength. 
He was impulsive because he was 
quick to recognize human need. For 
the remainder of his life, he con
tinued to act in haste. But he acted! 

So it was that Coke's admirable 
Plan and Address were put aside. But 
Coke \.vas not to be thus neglected. If 
his ideas were not to be taken seri
ously, then he would go himself. In 
all of his travels, he paid his own way . 
. Literally, he used his family fortune 
in financing missionary interests. 

America 

In September of 1784 Coke sailed 
from England to America, at \i\1 es
ley's request, as Superintendent for 
the Methodists in the recently liber
ated colonies . During the voyage 

•i ' · 

Coke read the biographies of two mis
sionaries, Francis Xavier and David 
Brainerd. At the famous Christmas 
Conference, meeting in Baltimore 
that year, many far-reaching plans 
were made. American Methodism 
was formally organized as a church. 
Among the plans was a program of 
missions. American preachers were 
assigned to Novia Scotia. Coke wrote 
in his Journal: 

"One of the week-days at noon, I made 
a collection towards assisting our Breth
ren who are going to Novia-Scotia: 
and our friends generously contributed 
fifty pounds currency (thirty pounds 
sterling). 

Much of Thomas Coke's world 
vision and activity include the United 
States itself. In all, he made nine 

.:\lrtllo1li"'t Prints 
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VISlts to this country. He is the first 
Superintendent (the term was later 
changed to Bishop) in American 
Methodism. He was the moving spirit 
in the missionary zeal of the young 
church. \i\Thenever frontier Ameri
cans saw Dr. Coke or heard him 
preach, they knew an offering for 
missions would be forthcoming. 

Coke dearly loved his American 
brethren. During one visit in the 
United States, he made this interest
ing observation: 

" ... Perhaps I have in this little tour 
baptized more children and adults than 
I should in my whole life, if stationed 
in an English Parish .... " 

Unfortunately, Coke was not al
ways understood and appreciated by 
the Americans. He filled the neces
sary role of "errand boy" between 
England and the new world. He was 
the travelling bishop, always on the 
move. This was a fact some Ameri
cans could not understand. We have 
·a few lines from a letter by Francis 
Asbury to Coke: 

" ... And although you may be called 
to Europe to fulfill some prior engage
ments, and wind up your temporal af
fairs, nothing ought to prevent your 
hasty return to the continent, to -live 
and die in America. . . . I conclude, 
that I consider you are not a citizen of 
Wales or England, but of the United 
States of America .... " 

West Indies 
Coke's first visit to the West Indies 

was the result of a storm as he was 
making his second trip to the United 
States. For four months his ship was 
storm tossed in mid-Atlantic and 
finally driven far to the South. 

" ... The Captain being convinced of 
the impossibility of reaching the port of 
Halifax this winter, it was the unani
mous opinion of all, that no other 
refuge was left us, under God, but 
sail for the West Indies .... " 

The ship limped into harbour in 
the West Indies on Christmas Morn
ing. 

"This day we landed in Antigua, and 
in going up the town of St. John's we 
met Brother Baxter in his band, going 
to perform divine services. After a little 
refreshment I went to our Chapel, and 
read prayers, preached, and adminis
tered the sacrament ... ," 
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Methodism had already been in
troduced to the West Indies by the 
Gilbert brothers some years earlier. In 
1758 Nathaniel Gilbert of Antigua 
and ti..vo of his Negro servants were 
converted by John Wesley at W~mds
worth in England. Gilbert returned to 
Antigua and began preaching to the 
slaves. In 1778 John Baxter, a ship
wright, was sent to Antigua. He took 
up the work of the now deceased Gil
bert. It was this same John Baxter 
who accidentally met Coke on Christ
mas Day. 

From the beginning Coke took this 
chain of little islands with its vast 
number of Negro slaves and im
poverished inhabitants completely to 
his heart; At this first visit. Coke or
dained Baxter to continue his work 
and left his three companions (two 
were planning to serve in Nova 
Scotia) William Warrener, William 
Hammett and John Clark, to work in 
the West Indies. Thus Methodism 
grew under British au.spices. In many 
ways the most constructive work of 
Coke's entire ministry was done here. 
In all he made at least five trips to 
the islands. His three-volume History 
of the West Indies represents his 
great interest in the people, their his
tory and their numerous and tragic 
social and economic problems. He 
worked untiringly in· behalf of the 
mistreated natives. He gives this re
vealing account of his visit to the 
Governor of St. Eustatius: 

"He received us with his usual acri
mony, and seemed, and spoke, as if he 
was determined to pull down the work 
of God . . . as soon as this man was 
re-elected ... the flames of persecution 
were kindled afresh. The poor slaves 
... were cart whipped, and many of 
them imprisoned .... " 

He made a special trip to Holland in 
an attempt to secure from the Dutch 
government laws safeguarding the re
ligious liberties of the inhabitants of 
that island. 

" ... If a coloured man should be found 
praying-for the first offense he should 
receive thirty-nine lashes; and for the 
second, if free, he should be whipped 
and banished; but if a slave, be 
whipped every time." 

Coke made a similar plea for the 
British-owned islands where Negroes 
were beaten for attending Methodist 

worship. He saw pulpit Bibles actu
ally hung from the gallows and clergy
men burned in effigy. As a result of 
his labors, he saw a flourishing Meth
odist witness throughout the islands. 

"A very extraordinary name has been 
fixed on the Methodists in this island 
-:--'Hallelujah!' Even the little negroes 
in the street call them by the name of 
Hallelujah as they pass along." 

\i\Thile in the West Indies Coke made 
this observation: 

" ... I have found a peculiar gift for 
speaking to the Blacks. It seems to be 
almost irresistible. \i\Tho knows but the 
Lord is preparing me for a visit in some 
future time to the coast of Africa?" 

Africa 
Coke had an amazing and genuine 

interest in Africa. His writings indi
cate that he was one of the earliest 
missionary leaders to take an interest 
in that long neglected continent. 

"During a series of years we have com
pelled Africa to weep tears of blood; 
let us now endeavour to brighten her 
countenance with smiles of joy, as some 
compensation for the injuries we have 
done her." 

In 1796 as agent for the British 
Conference Coke undertook an im
pressive missionary project in Sierra 
Leone to the Foulahs. The plan was 
a heartbreaking failure due to lack of 
wisdom in choice of personnel, a les
son our present missionary boards 
have wisely taken to heart. Coke 
learned, too, for a second such enter
prise in 1811 succeeded admirably. 

Later Activity 
Since the beginning of West In

dian missionary work CokEl had been 
the agent of the British Conference. 
In the years which followed he had 
to move against a stubborn inertia in 
convincing his fellow Methodists that 
God was interested in the masses of 
Asia and Africa. Slowly his persist
ence won. He was placed in charge of 
the British missionary program. 

Perhaps one of the most dramatic 
episodes in the missionary history of 
British Methodism came in 1813. For 
the first time the political situation in 
Europe and Asia made it practical to 
plan a mission to the East, provided 
the Conference voted the necessary 
fi.mds. In the summer of 1813 Coke 
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went to the Conference in Liverpool. 
He was sixty-six years old. An invita
tion had come to open a mission in 
Ceylon and from there work might be 
taken to India. Coke wrote: "God 
Himself has said to me. 'Go to Cey
lon.' I am as convinced of the will of 
God in this respect as that I breathe." 

power of this sum equals one hun
dred fifty thousand dollars). The of
fer was accepted. 

Gathering a party of seven volun
teers, five for Ceylon, one for Java, 
and one for the Cape of Good Hope, 
Coke made plans to leave. As the 
party sailed on December 31, 1813, 
Coke offered this moving prayer: After several days of debate the 

British Conference appeared set in 
its detennination not to finance the 
project. In a heroic plea to the Con
ference, Coke offered to give six thou
sand pounds (the present purchasing 

"Here we are, before God, six mis
sionaries and two dear sisters, now 
embarked in the most important and 
most glorious work in the vmrld .... " 

Coke did not live to see the ful-

10 

·The Christr11as Conference, 1784 
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By FRANK MASON NORTH 

Eternal God, beneath Thy hand 
Stretch far the coasts of every land; 
The boundless plain, the 'hidden mine, 
The streams, the forests-all are Thine. 
At Thy command the mountains rise; 
Thou art the Lord of earth and skies. 

Thine are the men of zeal and worth 
'Vho search Thy ways through all Thy earth, 
'''ho face the storm, who brave the sea, 
In light and darkness, seeking Thee, 
Who flash the message through the air, 
That God, our God, is everywhere. 

Come we some stalwart souls to praise, 
~10 found Thee in the far-off days, 
Who saw in continents Thy will-
Thy truth in prairie, lake, and hill, 
But knew that only in man's heart 
The everlasting life Thou art. 

Here now these rugged spirits meet 
From lonely trail, from city's street, 
From Southern heat, from "' estern breeze, 
From kin and comrades overseas; 
Their throbbing purposes we feel, 
As bowed with them our spirits kneel. 

'Vithin their counsels can there be 
A world-wide Church's destiny? 
Will here they make a valid plan 
To search the world for every man? 
They did their part! Grant, Lord, that we 
May now fulfil their prophecy! 

Today as yesterday the same, 
Breathe Thou on us the sacred flame; 
The paths our valiant fathers trod, 
Help us to find, 0 Changeless God; 
Reveal in us anew this hour 
The love of Christ, His life, His power. 

Editors' Note; This poem by Dr. North appeared 
on page 21 in the Dec., 1934, World Outlook 

fillment of the dream. On the morn
ing of May 3, 1814, the little doctor 
was found lifeless on the floor of his 
cabin. He was buried in the Indian 
Ocean. 

What He Accomplished 

At the outset it is agreed that 
Thomas Coke demonstrates certain 
rather obvious weaknesses in admin
istrative ability and in personal judg
ment. ·His missionary committee had 
a poor record in financial arrange
ments. In spite of this, Coke stands 
as "Father of Methodist Missions." 
He possessed a great missionary pas- -
sion combined with a keen realization 
of human need. To this end he gave 
himself unstintingly. In sea voyages 

· alone he covered the equivalent of 
four times around the earth, at least 
100,000 miles, making separate 100 
voyages. He was constantly sailing 
between England and Ireland, mak
ing twenty-seven visits in all. He 
visited the Channel Islands four 
times, France once, Holland once; he 
made nine trips to the United States 
and five to the West Indies. He was 
responsible for. the following per
manent missions: 

A. West Indies 
B. Sierra Leone in Africa 
C. Ceylon 
D. Gibraltar 
E. Mission to the French Prisoners 
F. Home Missions in Wales 

G. Home Missions in Scotland 

Coke had an amazing ability to 
create interest and enthusiasm. He 
possessed the power to move people. 

As Coke was nearing the end of his 
life he wrote to a friend: 

"Yet I cannot repent of the thousands of 
hours which I have spent in at once 
the most vile, the most glorious drud
gery of begging from house to house. 
The tens of thousands of pounds which 
I have raised for the missions, and the 
beneficial effects thereof, form an 
ample compensation for the time and 
the labour .... " · 

More than all else, Thomas Coke 
represents the pioneer missionary ex
ecutive. He made blunders to be sure, 
but far outweighing the blunders is 
the enthusiasm for the cause of a 
world parish. Coke was a man of vast 
and glorious dreams. He had the 
vision and the desire to proclaim the 
Gospel throughout the world. 

\:VORLD OUTLOOK 
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Millions Prefer 
a Non---Christian Faith 

Religious News Service 

This bea11tif11l 111osq11e and Islamic information center is located in \V as11i11gto11, D.C. 
B11ilt by f1111ds from Mmlim lnnds, its dedication wns attended hy President Eisen
lwwer. 

DECEMBER 1959 

by EDMUND PERRY 

The Eighteenth Ecumenical Student 
Conference on the Christian \Vorld 
Mission will meet at Athens, Ohio, 
December 27-January 2. Sponsored by 
the Commission on World Mission 
(the former Student Volunteer Move
ment) of the National Student Chris
tian Federation, the conference will 
examine "Inquiry and Involvement in 
Strategic Frontiers." This article by 
Dr. Perry examines one such frontier. 
Dr. Perry is associate professor of re
ligion at Northwestern University and 
the author of Confessing the Gospel 
and TJie Gospel in Dispute. 

C I-IRISTIANITY 1s 0!1ly one 
among ·several religions and 

many Christians accept this to be en
tirely normal. Some regard it to be 
normal because in their thinking 
there is no radical difference between 
faith in Jesus Christ and faith as ex
pressed in other lzigli religions. Others 
regard it to be normal because, as they 
view the matter, each religion is struc
tured to meet the preferences of the 
culture in which it prevails. 

Both of these attitudes have been 
challenged oF late by non-Christians. 
Hindus, Buddhists and Muslims see 
a vast difference between their faith 
and the faith that has a distinctive 
Christian element, and spokesmen for 
these other faiths are no longer will
ing for their religions to be thought of 
as belonging to a particular nation or 
culture. Each of these three non
Christian religions is being offered to 
the farthest reaches of the earth as a 
world religion for the emerging \vorld 
culture. Christianity no longer has a 
monopoly on the missionary enter-
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prise. The whole world is the parish 
of four, not one, missionary religions. 

It is therefore exceedingly ambigu
ous, especially in the United States, 
to use the word religion al'1d expect 
one's auditors to'think solely of Chris
tianity. Other religions are repre
sented among us not only by the pres
ence of governmental representatives 
from Hindu, Buddhist and Muslim 
countries, but by spokesmen for these 
religions. The effect of the work of 
these spokesmen is both a leavening 
influence, eradicating the strangeness 
and remoteness associated by so many 
Christians with these faiths, and a 
significant number of conversions 
from Christianity to one or another 
of these new alternatives. 

Our heritage of freedom of and 
deference to religion in the United 
States works happily with the mis
sionary aims and tactics of these non
Christian religions. It seems the part 
of good c'itizenship to accord them 
every encouragement possible. So, al
ready in the large cities of our coun
try, the Hindu, Buddhist and Islamic 
houses of worship have begun to take 
their tax-exempt place alongside tax
exempt Catholic and Protestant 
churches, and frequently there is 
greater mutual acceptance of each 
other than has been the case of Prot
estants and Catholics even in Ameri
can history. It has become very popu
lar for the youth, men and women's 
organizations in Christian churches to 
feature as speaker of the month a 
Hindu swami, a Buddhist priest or a 
Muslim spiritual leader. There still .is 
very little exchange of priest and pas
tor in our midst. \i\Then the President 
of the United States attended the 
official dedication of the Islamic 
mosque and center of information in 
\i\lashington, D.C., hardly a word of 
dissent was heard from any religious 
segment of our population. Had he 
attended the dedication of. a Roman 
Catholic church, all Protestantism 
would have yelled for separation of 
church and state. 

Perhaps because we "think big" we 
do not regard these missionaries to be 
real competitors. But it is worth pon
dering that, in the past quarter cen
tury, there have been 7,000 converts 
from one or another form of Chris
tianity to Islam, the religion heralded 
by the Arabian Prophet Muhammad. 
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B11ddhist Lama Geshe H!angyal (center) of Lhasa, Tibet, is welcomed to this coun
try as lie arrives to serve as a spirit11al leader of the Kal11111k B11ddhist Temple in 
Farmingdale, New Jersey. Tlie lama has a rank roughly equivalent to that of bishop 
and was high priest of a famous mo1iastery in Tibet imtiL the Chinese invasion of 
1951. 

These converts, plus the first and sec
ond generation of Islamic immigrants, 
give us a community of nearly 80,000 
Muslims in the United States . 

The recent granting of statehood 
to Hawaii calls attention to a signifi
cant Buddhist element in our popula
tion. According to some statistics, Ha
waii's population was at one time 
ninety-five percent Christian . Today 
the largest single religious group in 
Hawaii is the Buddhists, with 160,000 
devotees in a total population of 640, 
000. This gain for the Buddhists is 
due not to immigration alone but also 
to a vigorous missionary activity by ' 
Buddhist priests and teachers in the 
islands. On the mainland of North 
America there are already more than 
100 Buddhist priests of the liberal 
(Mahayanist) sects. \i\Te are told that 
the stricter denomination, the Thera
vadists, are in process of training mis
sionaries for all English-speaking 
countries. 

It is more difficult to assess the 
numerical strenth of the Hindus in 
·our country because they are more in
terested in creating a climate of opin
ion than in membership rolls. The 
Hindu swami does not want to deci
mate the rolls · of the Christian 
churches but to alter the traditional 
Christiari attitude that in Christ alone 
men find present and eternal salva
tion. If he can succeed in getting· the 
Christian to acknowledge that God 

has numerous \Nays by vvhich He 
leads men to Himself and to recognize 
the values of all religions, the swami 
has indeed succeeded and cares not 
one whit about the label one uses. 

Both Hindus and Buddhists in the 
United States have adapted their 
mode of worship to the pattern of 
\Vestern Christianity, holding wor
ship services on Sunday morning. 
One meets at the services of either of 
these groups people holding member
ship in some Christian or Unitarian 
Church or Jewish synagogue. 

Intense personal interest in these , 
religions is manifested on the college 
and university campuses where stu
dents can enroll in courses in oriental 
philosophy and religion. It is not in
frequent that a professor in some dis
cipline other than philosophy or re
ligion has found meaning for his life 
in one of these oriental philosophies 
and carries on disciplined discussions 
with inquiring students and other 
professors. 

The world of religions to which 
Christ sent his disciples has corne to 
the "world" of Christianity, so that we 
can no longer accurately speak of a 
Christian nation or domain . The 
whole world is the world of several 
religions. 

The message of these other reli
gions is in large measure a word of 
judgment upon the disparity between 
the Christian proclamation and the 
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Shown here is the -first Hindu temple in the Paci-fie Northwest. B11ilt by the Vedanta 
Society of Portland, Oregon, it is located at the Sri Ramahrishna Ashram in Scap
poose, Oregon. 

Christians' performance. This word of 
. judgment is to many Christians also 
a word of wooing away from tradi
tional Christianity to another foith. 
Loyal American patriots, who them
selves fought in wars for their coun
try, find it difficult to understand how 
readily the churches can muster sup
port for military concerns during a 
war but rarely act significantly for the 
causes of peace. 

Both at home and abroad ears are 
deafened to the Christian proclama
tion of brotherhood in Christ by the 
churches' practice of race segregation. 
One Christian missionary tells of be
ing challenged in Africa by a Muslim 
who interrupted the Christian's ser
mon to say to the audience, "\i\Thy do 
we listen to this man? If we were to 
join his church and go to his country, 
we could not worship with him in the 
very church that pays him to come 
out here and preach. \i\Te might be
come Christians but we would be 
blacl?. Christians!" 

Other hitherto Christians recoil 
from the widespread contentment of 
Christians in the West with knowl
edge of things occidental. \iVhile 
preaching Christ to be the Light of 
the world they do not care to see what 
He illuminates in the cultures of Asia 
and Africa. The farthest thing from 
their imagination is the thought that 
Christ might possibly lrnve some con
tribution to make to His Church from 
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the art, music and literature of non
\i\7 cstern peoples. Ignorance of and 
lack oF appreciation for all of this 
world hardly inspires confidence in 
our knowledge of and claims for mat
ters eternal. 

The lack of zeal for peace, the un
practiced ideals of Christian brother
hood and haughty contentment with 
limited kn,owledge tui·n many a n0111i
nal Christian to another faith and to 
another gospel, hoping for some good 
nevvs in deed and not in word only. 
It is precisely to these defects in every
day Christianity that the message of 
the militant non-Christian religions 
is addressed. 

The challenge of these other faiths 
has put Christians jn a missionary sit
uation whether they like it or not and 
is compelling us to inquire afresh 
what is that distinctively Christian 
factor in our faith and whether that 
factor involves us in a missionary wit
ness to the world both near and far 
away. To thi.s extent, the earnest 
Christian can be genuinely thankful 
for the missionary outreach of the 
revitalized religions of the world . In 
recent years the Christian laity has 
been given all too little motivation to 
inquire into the centralities of the 
Christian faith, and this generalized 
ignorance of Christianty has con
tributed no little to the generous re
ception which the other faiths have 
received from us. 

Missionaries of these other religions 
report that they have little occasion to 
c on s tr u c t convincing arguments 
against Christianity for the full con
version of their inquirers. This is not 
to say that all converts from Chris
tianity are uninformed. One of the 
strongest arguments against embrac
ing the Christian faith is the very 
nature of the Christian Gospel itself. 
It does indeed repel the natural gener
osity and stagger cultivated imagina
tion to be told that our present and 
eternal salvation consists in faith in 
Jesus Christ alone. But unfortu~ately 
it is just this repulsive fact with all of 
its implications which has been con
spicuously absent from so much Prot
estant preaching and instruction. 

In the presence of the appeals of 
Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam and 
in the acknowledged condition of im
poverishment, we Christians are made 
to ask, Is there salvation in Jesus 
Christ and is there salvation else
where? IF there is salvation in Jesus 
Christ and in Him alone, to assess 
another religion and state its relation 
to Christianity, we need only to ask, 
Does this religion have Jesus Christ? 
\i\T e need no longer quibble whether 
there is among devotees of non-Chris
tian faiths a religious experience as 
rich and satisfying as Christian ex
perience for it is not religious experi
ence that saves, but Jesus Christ. 

If we take the Bible as our norm, a 
1~orollary to the affirmation that Jesus 
alone saves is acceptance of the re
sponsibility imposed by His having 
committed unto us the ministry of 1-Iis 
salvation. The world for which I-le 
died and which is therefore now al
ready 1-Iis, is the world to which we 
are sent with the ministry of good 
news and good services. That world 
presently exists where His Name is 
acknowledged in faith, where His 
Name is rejected, and v.rl1ere His 
Name has not been heard-which is 
to say, whether we go or stay, we are 
in a missionary situation ·with a mis
sionary responsibility. Thanks be to 
God for the corning to our shores of 
people of other faiths, for now the 
greatest and the least, the eldest and 
the youngest, the foremost and the 
remotest Christian is confronted with 
an opportunity to call from the peo
ples of the earth some representatives 
into the family of Christ. 
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In the conclusion of this address, 
given as the keynote at the first 
national :Methodist Conference 
on Human Relations, Bishop 
Raines discusses specific things 
that he believes Methodists can 
do now to improve race rela
tions. The first half of this ad
dress was printed in our last issue. 

THE second thing I can do is to 
be sure that I use my opportunity 

as a servant of the church to improve 
right human relations among fellow 
Christians and among all men. \i\Te 
Bishops of The Methodist Church 
have a special responsibility and temp
tation here. We need to beware lest in 
our concern to a\loid any possible split 
within our church, ·we permit and en
courage a split with God and His 
Vi/ill. \Ve are tempted to couch our 
declarations and make our decisions 
with an eye fixed on the statistics and 
the attitudes of important people so 
that vve can save the present institu
tional life and program of our church. 
Perhaps only by losing our life in this 
sense could the life of our usefulness 
to God be saved. 

"\AT e can give our pastors and lay
men unmistakeable assurance that 
their normal security in their appoint
ments will not be jeopardized when 
they speak forthrightly and act cour
ageously regarding the race question, 
or any other controversial matter. In
discretion or irresponsibility are not 
to be condoned or defended, but if 
Methodist pulpits are to be free pul
pits, Methodist ministers need to be 
sure of the loyal support of their 
Bishop in their prophetic as well as 
their priestly ministry. This should be 
true even when the Bishop thorough
ly disagrees with what is preached. 

We Bishops can take our stand on 
high ground, to which others can 
rally, giving positive leadership so 
that moral vacuums are not created 
into which the fanatical can move 
and take over. Then the rowdyish, 
those who wish to exploit the trou
bled times for their own selfish ends, 
create the atmosphere and emotion 
rather than sound judgment rules. 

As a world-wide church we can re
move any vestige of question as to 
whether we have co~rcive segregation 
written into our Discipline. The 
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"The Methodist Clmrch can, and shottld, at its forthcoming General Conference 
speak the trnth in love, but with clarity and courage concerning the evils of race! 
discrimination in all forms." 

Let ·christ 

Answer Cain-part II 
By Bishop Richard C. Raines 

Methodist Church can, and should, 
at its forthcoming General Confer
ence speak the truth in love, but with 
clarity and courage concerning the 
evils of race discrimination in all 
forms. "\ATe should state unequivo
cably requirements of justice and 
Christian love and brotherhood in 
recognizing the God-given dignity 
and rights of every man. And then 
we should go home to put these enun
ciated principles to work in our 

churches, schools, hospitals, homes 
and all other institutions owned or 
controlled by The Methodist Church. 

Our General Board of Social and 
Economic Relations should be com- · 
mended for the series of conferences 
on human relations and for this con
ference which brings people together 
to ascertain the facts and then to face 
those facts together. There are men 
and women of differing convictions. 
It is highly important that Methodists 
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of diametrically opposed points of 
view should participate. Methodists 
of unquestioned devotion to Christ 
and His Church will disagree as to 
what is the essence of the race prob
lem and how it should be solved. But 
those who are open to the leading of 
the Holy Spirit can be brought to 
sufficient unanimity of mind and 
spirit to permit progressive steps to be 
taken and there are many steps, rela
tively small ones, which we can and 
should take together. \i\T e can prob
ably begin by agreeing that every man 
ought to be able to work at any job 
for which his capacity and his char
acter prepare him. We should remove 
any artificial barrier which keeps any 
man of any race from entering any 
profession or factory or school or 
church because of his race. 

One of the inalienable rights of 
every American citizen is the pursuit 
of happiness, a part of which \Vould 
seem to involve the right to the kind 
of medical care which he can afford 
·to provide for.his family. This would 
mean that in the hospitals, particular
ly those run by the church and, in
deed, all other public facilities there 
would be no discrimination because 
of any superficial difference of pig
mentation of the skin. 

Education is vital to the fulfillment 
of the individual's life. It is also vital 
to the strength and welfare of the 
United States and the world. Su
perior individuals are not confined to 
any one race. The integration of the 
public school system may well involve 
making less effective, temporarily, 
education for certain white groups. 
But there is no reason why the suf
fering or the inconvenience should 
continue to be borne almost exclusive
ly by members of the minority group 
in America. And in the long run, so
ciety will be rewarded by granting 
justice and equality of educational 
opportunity. We can work step by 
step, slowly but surely, toward the 
goal of equality in education which 
as I see it means integration. 

We can, both by favoring sound 
legislation and by personal conduct, 
permit people of whatever race to 
buy homes in whatever neighborhood 
their financial resources will permit 
them to live. We all have race preju
dice at this point. We all try to see 
to it that our children buy their homes· 
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in sections of the city where people 
of their same social and financial 
standing already live and where it will 
be easiest and simplest for our chil
dren to pass on to our grandchildren 
the ideals and attitudes and social 
practices of our homes: But it is a 
part of our Christian duty, I believe, 
to overcome this prejudice and to wel
come into our neighborhood families 
of whatever race who can afford to 
buy and keep up homes similar to our 
own. 

And thus we come to the church
the church which ought to be the salt 
of the earth and the light and the 
leaven in the matter of race preju
dice, but actually has lagged behind 
the social and cultural agendes of 
the community. There are reasons 
for this. We can understand it but 
we cannot excuse or condone it. Prot
estant churches are not simply places 
of spiritual activity but also of social 
and cultural relationships. The temp
tation is always insidiously present to 
base the membership of a church, 
those who are accepted to participate 
in its activities freely, on congeniality 
-those whose incomes, social prac
tices and whose tastes conform to our 
own standards. 

This is quite proper in many other 
organizations. It is no~ unjust to form 
associations, to write constitutions and 
by-laws permitting people to come 
into privately formed organizations 
on the basis of congeniality, interest 
in good books, music, bird watching, 
knitting or whatnot. · 

But the Church was not founded 
on human gregariousness. It was not 
invented as a human strategy. Its 
power does not consis~ in· human so
ciability or congeniality. The Church 
belongs to Christ. It was founded by 
God at Pentecost. 

There are many kinds of fellow
ship which are good and worthwhile. 
The fellowship of those who have 
been in battle together, of those who 
love to sing together; the fellowship 
of the fraternity and sorority and of 
the athletic team. 

But Christian fellowship is of an
other, deeper, far more vital sort and 
is made not by human will or purpose 
or power. Christian fellowship comes 
about among those who have yielded 
their lives to Jesus Christ and know 
the indwelling presence of His Spirit. 

God forms in and between these peo
ple a relationship, a knowledge of 
themselves, a frankness, a depth of 
understanding and friendship, a con
cern for their brethren which is the 
kind of human fellowship the human 
heart most deeply longs for and ap
preciates. Once to have participated 
in this kind of fellowship is to have 
discovered one part of the meaning of 
life and one aspect of eternal life. 

When people of any social stand
ing or financial circumstance or skin 
pigmentation are made to feel uncom
fortable, are not accepted, the Church 
has begun to lose the presence of the 
spirit of God, has begun to lose its 
power, has begun to degenerate into 
a good private respectable religious 
club. This, I am confident, is one rea
son why the churches of America are 
not more morally powerful today. 
Too many 'churches are only good 
private respectable clubs run by men 
and depending upon human gregari
ousness and the purposes and power 
of men. They have ceased to be a 
source of moral power in the commu
nity. They must themselves be trans
formed before they can become a 
transforming instrument of God. The 
church must not be ingrown, con
cerned with its own people or its own 
welfare. The message must be de
clared not simply to reassure its own 
membership but that the world might 
believe. Its service must not be sim
ply for the benefit of its own mem
bers but to help meet the needs of 
mankind. Its fellowship must not be 
ingrown and just for the welfare and 
happiness of its own people but 
should be an outgoing, loving con
cern demonstrating the love of God 
for His children of every color and 
circumstance and place. 

We . can as individuals cultivate 
friendships across racial lines. \-,.,1 e 
can seek association in every natural 
way within the life of the church
our own church-with people of 
other races. We can join in meetings 
of this kind. We can carefully exam
ine the traditions which came to us 
with such revered and loving associa
tion with our parents and their way 
of life and compare these traditions 
with the spirit and will of Christ and 
be courageous enough to abandon any 
traditions which are contrary to His 
will and spirit. \i\T e can be ready to 
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"Hl e can, both by favoring somid legislation and by personal conditct, permit people 
of whatever race to buy homes in whatever neighborhood their financial reso11rces 
will perJ11it them to live." Negro children play in the slmns of New York's Harlem. 

make whatever sacrifice, take what-
, ever courageous stand will advance 

right human relations. V./e can obey 
the law and urge others to do so, 
recognizing that democracy is found
ed on the ·will of the people to live 
under law rather than under the an- · 
archy of the individuals or the minor
fry' s convictions and desires. 

'1\1 e can and should see the prob
lem of Human Relations in its world 
setting. We live in a struggling \.Vorld. 
Hundreds of millions of people strug
gle unsuccessfully for bread and go 
to bed every night hungry. Other 
millions struggle for adequate medi
cal care. Masses of people long for 
education. A major dynamic force to
day is the struggle for recognition as 
in Indonesia; 85,000,000 living on 
3,000 islands scattered across a terri
tory as wide as the United States, 
speaking 200 languages, divided into 
19 cultural groups and unified by the 
Dutch rule and their will to be done 
with it. 

'/\Then the Dutch left after 300 
years there were only 350 A.B. de
grees among the 85,000,000. Without 
practical know-how and developed 
leadership, everything began to go to 
pieces. One felt as if he were walk
ing on a thin crust over a volcano 
about to erupt. Yet it does not; and 
one reason is that the people there are 
willing to suffer almost any incon
venience because they are now free
on their own. 

We should understand this. One 
of our own great men said, "Give me 
liberty or give me death." The divine 
spark in man makes him prefer rags 
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and hunger with independence rather 
than comfort and captivity of spirit. 

The myth of the white man 's s~t
periority is smashed into a thousand 
pieces and like Humpty Dumpty can 
never be put together again. 

The vast reservoir of good will for 
America vvhich Wendell \tVilkie 
found on his world tour has dried up 
-one major reason being our wrong 
human relations here at home. 

Our missionaries are the . most 
strategic group of people, holding the 
world together. They love the people 
and are loved and respected in return. 
They worked to improve seed, sanita
tion, crops, education, family life, 
scores of years before the Point Four 
Program was born. 

\'1\1 e will be used of God to lead the 
world toward peace (right human re
lations) only as we illustrate right hu
man relations here at home. 

\A.Tith this I close. On the edge of 
an American city there is a church to 
which a mother with her twenty-two 
year old son came to join. Though 
twenty-two years of age and large in 
physique he was but a boy in mind. 
He soon became an embarrassment. 
He insisted upon stan.ding at the back 
of the church and giving out the cal
endars with the ushers. He was so
cially overly aggressive. He would 
interrupt people, bump into them 
while offering them a calendar. At 
the time of the sermon he would come 
down the center aisle, sit on the 
front seat and go to sleep and snore. 
Sometimes his head would fall over on 
his shoulder, his mouth would drop 
open and saliva would drool out of 

his mouth on his shirt and suit. 
At a meeting of the Official Board 

this was thought to be serious 
enough so that it was discussed 
whether or not the mother and son 
should be asked not to come to 
church. One of the most fastidious, 
well dressed and scholarly-as well as 
well-to-do-men of the Official Board 
said he did not feel that this was 
Christian, or right, and asked for an 
opportunity to try to solve the prob-
lem personally. . 

He made it his business to get ac
quainted with this boyman: He took 
him to basketball games, to movies, 
to football games. He won his confi
dence. He went and stood with him 
at the back of the church and showed 
him how to give out the calendars 
without embarrassment to others. He 
took him down the side aisle at the 
time of the sermon and sat with him 
over at the . side. He put his arm 
around him. When he \Vent to sleep 
he awakened him or if his head fell 
over on the businessman's . shoulder 
he would take his own handkerchief 
and wipe the boy's mouth. 

I do not need to tell you that this 
demonstration of Christian love 
healed the divisions that had formerly 
existed in that church. The Cain in 
every member of the Official Board 
was saying, "Am I my brother's keep
er?" and answering, "N6, remove this 
embarrassment from the church." 
But Christ was saying, "A new com
mandment I give unto you. that ye 
love one another as I have loved you." 
Right human relations may normally 
not require dealing in compassion 
with maimed and incompetent per
sons. Rather, it will mean dealing first 
justly and then in understanding and 
good will, in friendliness with other 
people without regard to race or so
cial or financial or class position so 
that men are welcomed into our fel
lowship as Christians because of what 
they are in Christ-not because of 
·what they have, or where they live, 
or what their bank account is, or what 
is the pigmentation of their skin. 

Cain is here. \Ve brought him here 
with us. But Christ is also here, ready 
to guide and unite us. In our dis
cussion groups, our message, our fel
lowships may Christ silence Cain and 
lead us to love one another as He has 
loved us. 
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In the year following the untimely death of Bishop John Branscomb 
memorials have arisen in several countries to honor him. This is the story of one 

such memorial. Mr. Almand is treasurer of the Division of 'Vorld Missions. 

The Branscomb Memorial 
IN HOLGUIN, CUBA 

THE missionary zeal of the Florida 
Conference for many years could 

be largely attributed to the missionary 
.passion of one of its pastors, John 'vV. 
Branscomb. After about twenty-five 
years as an active pastor in Florida, 
much of it spent as Conference Mis
sionaiy Secretary, Dr. Branscomb was 
elected a Bishop of The Methodist 
Church in 1952. He was assigned to 
the Jacksonville Area and spent the 
remainder of his life providing epis
copal leadership to this area which 

includes the Florida and Cuba Con
ferences. 

In 1950 I accompanied Dr. Brans
comb and a group of pastors to Cuba. 
This ·was Dr. Branscomb's first trip to 
Cuba and he never got over it. The 
need for Christ and His Church 
among the Cuban people deeply im
pressed him and was to become one 
of the deepest concerns of his minis
t1y. 

Following Bishop Branscomb's as
signment in- 1952 I again accom-

Jolin \V. Bra11sco111b Memorial Church, 
· Holguin, C11ba. 
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panied him to Cuba on his first offi
cial visit as bishop of the area. 
Everywhere the bishop was warmly 
welcomed from the ve1y beginning, 
and he accepted the problems as well 
as the challenges of the Cuban 
Church as his own. His feeling of per
sonal responsibility is reflected in an 
incident occurring in Holguin, 
Oriente. \i\Te had worshiped at night 
in the very inadequate building hous
ing the Methodist church and clinic, 
and he was concerned over the l~ck of 
physical facilities. Next morning we 
walked over some wide areas of the 
trnvn. One area, where it ·was esti
mated more than ten thousand people 
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lived in such spiritual and financial 
poverty as is difficult to describe, Bish
op Branscomb put his arm around 
my shoulder and said, "\i\Te must get 
these people a church some way, we 
must." He alwa)\S felt this need as his 
personal responsibility. 

Members of the Florida Confer
ence expressed a desire to show their 
appreciation for the skilful and de
voted leadership Bishop Branscomb 
was giving. Without his knowledge a 
committee met and proposed a cam
paign among the Florida churches to 
construct a church some place in 
Cuba in his honor. The plan \·Vas en
thusiastically accepted and became a 
reality when on the opening night of 
the 1956 session of the Florida Con~ 
ference, pastors, laymen and friends 
brought forth nearly $43,000 and 
placed it on the altar to provide the 
financial support for the building. 
Bishop Branscomb was asked where 
he felt the need greatest for the 
church and, with great concern for all 
of Cuba, he named Holguin as the 
place of greatest need. 

Plans were drawn, property se
cured, work begun, and for the next 
two years hearts and minds were filled 
with progress reports on this church 
honoring our bishop. Then it hap
pened. Word flashed over the world 
-our bishop had died. And the 
church building about which he had 
dreamed, for which he had prayed, 
and vvhich was in his honor, nO\.V 
became a memorial to his life of serv
ice and devotion. 

On July 5, 1959, the lovely John 
V1/. Branscomb Church in Holguin 
was dedicated by Bishop Roy Short. 
As a part of the service Mrs. Brans
comb presented a fine framed picture 
of her late husband to the church. 
Dr. P. M. Boyd, District Superintend
ent of the Miami; Florida, District 
and long-time friend of Bishop Brans
comb, gave the dedication sermon. 
Others from the States taking part in
cluded Dr. M. C. Cleveland, Presi
dent of the Florida Conference Board 
of Missions; Dr. A. A Almand, repre
senting the Division of ·world Mis
sions; Dr. B. F. Gannaway, Orlando; 
Rev. R. M. Blackburn, De Land; and 
Rev. Roy Ben Ridley, 'V.linter Gar
den. Missionary personnel included 
.Dr. Carl A. Ste..,vart, Havana; Rev. 
Victor Rankin, Camaguey; Rev. 
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Shown at the dedication are (left to right): Missionary Carl D. Stewart, Bishop Roy 
Short, Mrs . John \V. 13ransco111b. 

Gene Parks, Havana; and Hev. Hobert 
Eaker, Holguin. 

To the people of Holguin, a city of 
over 100,000 in the province where 
the political revolution has recently 
been experienced by so many, the 
John \?i/. Branscomb Church, with 
its approximately 150 members, rep-

resents a living force for good and a 
permanent reminder of the continu
ing ministry of the Church in times 
of distress as well as joy. It continues -
to spread the Gospel of the Vi/ arm 
Heart in memory of him ·who spent 
his life portraying the warm-hearted 
love of Christ. 
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Philip Gendreau 

Q NCE again, the colorful lights of ornan1ents and 

the glitter of decorations mark the season of 

Christmas. Here in the United States, this joyous time 

becomes more and more a commercial holiday ·vvith 

increasing emphasis upon bigger and rnore expensive 

material gifts and somewhat hectic celebration. This 

is so true that it often seems that we must look to other 

lands to be reminded that this is a Christian rather 

than a pagan or secular holiday. 

Beneath the commercial trappings and vulgarity, 

however, the true wonder of the Incarnation is wor

shipped anew by Christians here as elsewhere around 

the world. And since the United States is a large and 

varied country, this celebration is itself varied. Here 

are pictures of some of the different groups in this 

country as they gather to observe the birth of Jesus 

Christ. 

DECEMBER 1959 

The 

United States 

Celebrates 

Christmas 

Orlnndo from Thrcl' Lions 
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Mctho<llst Jlrlnts 

Reminiscent of the biblical account of the Nativity are these shep
herds with their sheep. This is a Navajo Indian woman and boy watching their flock. 

For these Navajo shepherds, there is the Navajo Mission School at Farmington, New Mexico, . 
a project of the 1Voman's Division of Christian Service. Here a gro11p of students receive Holy Communion. 
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Evans from Th1·t•e J,lons 
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Clirist11'zas is a time pec11liarly devoted to chil
dren. Here a group of Sunday school children 
in Honolulu tell again the Christmas story. 

To tlio1.1sands of miderprivileged city chil
dren, forced to live in inadeq11ate ho11sing, 
"no room at the inn" has a very contemporary 
meaning. City churches and settlement house 
17rogra111s hel17 to minister to these people. 

l\Iethodist Prints. l>y Fujihira 

[ 617 ] 21 



Clzristmas is such a 1111iversal and 
co111m111111l holiday t1111t families 
isolated on farms and ranches can 
easily feel lonely. The Rev. Gor
don A. Patterson of l\1o11t111111 visits 
s1iclz families of his parishioners 
when weather permits and also 
conducts a radio ministry. 

Another group whose members 
may be far from home are the 
armed services. Here a chaplain 
holds services for army troops. 

Methodist Prints, by Fujlhlra 
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Families smc to be away from s11ch 
homes as they have arc those of 
migrant workers who follow the 
crops. Herc a Christmas 1mrty is 
held at a migrant camp in Cali
fornia. 

Getting settled in a new lwmc 
1111dcr strange conditions can be 
an 111merving experience. It is one 
tlzat happens to many Americans 
from Puerto Rico who migrate to 
the mainland. Clwrchcs such as 
New Yorh's Grace Methodist plan 
special programs to hcl11 minister 
to these newcomers. To these girls, 
a warm reception and their dolls 
malw it feel more lihe the Christ
mases they hnow. 
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Dasaccn from Three Lions 
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)[ethodist Prints, by Fujihira 

)lethoclist J>l'inls .. hr J.'ujihira 
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On the island of P11erto Rico itself, 
getting 011t of school for the holi
days is a s11re sign that Christmas 
is coming. Methodism. in P11erto 
Rico operates the famous George 
0. Robinso1i School and a number 
of day schools aro11nd. the island. 

A group of S1111day school' children 
leave clmrch at Isabela Sec11nda 
on the island of Vieq11es in P11erto 
Rico. 
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llichord Ilarrlngton 

These Eshimo children in Nome 
playing with their sled fit in well 
with the traditional image of 
Christmas and might pass as a few 
of "Santa's helpers." The life of 
many of the Eshimos, however, is 
a lrnrd one and the Methodist 
clwrcli in Nome worhs to minister 
to these people in a Christian way. 
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Getting out of school for the holidays is 
rather different in Alaslw but the joy is 
just as great. Flying l10111e is the easiest 
way to reach many isolated communities 
in the new state. Improving educational 
opportunities, such as the new Alasha 
Methodist University, help to lwit to
gether the sprawling area. 
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Hawaii is the newest state in the U.S.A. b11t its customs seem typically American as shown 
by these members of the Methodist Youth Fellowship enjo)iing themselves at a party. 
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Jl."S Photo 

H!liat is Christmas witho11t a pageant? These Haivai1an children reenact the arrival of the 
three bngs. There is perlia11s a special symbolism in this for each new group of Christians 
in our coimtry as thro11gho11t the world 11resent their special gifts in 1llorship and adoration of 
the babe of Bethlehem 1llho is Lord of m all. 
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A 
Christmas 

Meditation 
By 

FLORENCE HOOPER 

Climax Philip Gl'n<lrcau. X. Y. 

and a New Beginning 
0 N a movie screen in Canada, I 

once saw a marvel~1s unfolding. 
Cameras had been set beside an open
ing Rower-a lily, I thii1k it vvas
and, moment by moment, they had 
recorded in color the stages from tight 
bud to full-blown blossom. The re
cording, of course, had taken hours, as 
the slow, silent, almost unnoticeable, 
development went on. Then, ,~iith the 
picture safe on £.Im, the movie camera 
was speeded up until the breath-tak
ing miracle of life-in-process appeared 
before our eager eyes, in a matter of 
minutes. It was, to me, a sort of par
able; a Christmas parable, if you will: 
so silently, so silently, "the wondrous 
Gift is given! So God imparts to hu
man hearts the blessings of His 
heaven. No ear may hear His coming, 
but in this world of sin, where meek 
souls will receive Him still, the dear 
Christ enters in." 1 

l\tlany years ago, I heard a sermon, 
of which the text and some of the 
ideas have lingered in my mind to 
this day. The preacher's name and the 

1 "O Little Town of Bethlehem," Tlze 
1"\Ietlzodist Hy1mrnl No. 100. 
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occasion of the address have long 
since faded from recollection, but the 
gist of the message has persisted and 
still vitally affects my thinking. 

The text ran: "You shall remember 
all the way which the Lord your God 
has led you these forty years in the 
\vilclerness," ~ an exhortatim1 original
ly addressed to a heavy-minded gen
eration of the children of Israel, most 
of whom had forgotten with sad 
swiftness the historical and spiritual 
·nionders which had blessed tbeir 
journey from Egypt to the Promised 
Land. The speaker drew a vivid pic
ture of the few who saw and compre
hended, as they stood, figuratively, on 
a mountain top, and looked back over 
the road of hunger, hardship and stern 
discipline. With joyous amazement, 
they recognized, at last, that God had 
been guiding and upholding His peo
ple all the way, as He shaped them 
toward a faith which was to be the 
foundation of His greatest revelation 
of Himself. 

Cut down to individual size, a like 

"Deuteronomy 8:2 (R.S.V.). 

thrilling experience faces the modern 
Christian whenever he pauses long 
enough to se~ clearly the presence and 
the guidance of the Lord God in his 
personal history. By this, I mean no 
morbid introspection or sentimental 
mulling over of events long-gone.· 
Rather, an open-eyed perception of 
the wonders of God's patient provi
dence found in your life and mine, as 
surely as in His leading of His chosen 
people as a group. 

At no time more sharply than at 
Christmas may the winding road of 
one's past be viewed in shining and 
reassuring beauty. Pnst and future 
meet in Christ's Advent. The "un
folding glory" 3 reaches climax and 
full significance in the Life which 
then burst on human sight in bright 
epiphany. Past gives confidence for 
the unknown future. The climax of 
the earlier revelation becomes the 
starting point of the new. The great 
fact of the immanence of a God of 
love, not only in one nation, or in His 
entire creation, but also--and most of 

""The Unfolding Glory" by Bishop Costen 
Harrell. 
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all-in the lives of men, His be
loved children, emerges unmistake
ably in the coming of the person of 
Jesus Christ. 

You remember the often repeated 
story of the farewells of Bishop Warne 
and Mary Reed, the leper, as she 
stood in the doorway of her cottage in 
the leper colony. As he departed after 
a visit with her, she called after him: 
"Hitherto," and he, gesturing ahead, 
replied: "Henceforth," and walked 
slm.vly down the hill path to face his 
future in the complicated outside 
world, as she turned back into the 
little house where her days of disease 
and suffering were also to be serene 
and safe. 

Hitherto: "Then Samuel took a 
stone and set it up ... and called its 
name 'Ebenezer' (Stone of Help) for 
he said, 'Hitherto the Lord has helped 
us"' (1Samuel7:12. R.S.V.). 

Henceforth: "As the mountains are 
round about Jerusalem, so is the Lord 
round about His people, from this 
time forth and forevermore." (Ps. 
125:2, R.S.V.) "O Israel, hope in the 
Lord, from this time forth and for
ever" (Ps. 131: 3, R.S.V.). Robert 
Robinson phrased the same ideas a 
bit differently when he wrote: "Here 
I raise mine Ebenezer; hither by Thy 
help, I'm come, and I hope, by Thy 
good pleasure, safely to arrive at 
home." 4 Try raising your Ebenezer, 
and it will surprise you what the Lord 
has done! 

What shall we see as we look back? 
For one, I believe, quick eyes will 
perceive, in personal history, an "un
folding glory" like that which many of 
us have already discovered on a 
grander scale in the pages of the Old 
and the New Testaments, as we 
studied them in their magnificent se
quences. We shall see God working 
in our small concer~s, sometimes in 
spite of us; the blooming of hard, ugly 
little buds into lovely Rowers; the 
quiet opening into beauty, order and 
proportion of that which, without the 
creative God within us, would have 
been pitiably marred and out of shape. 
Yes, I am sure we shall see beauty, if 
we have given God even half a 
chance. 

We shall see, too, fulfillment. 
"Thou hast rebuked our fears and 
realized our hopes," as Dr. J. H. 

' From No. 23 in Tlze Methodist I-l)•m11al. 
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Arn up once put it. How often that has 
happened to every one of us! The 
impossible has, indeed, been attained 
despite all human prognostications 
and counsels of despair. The lions in 
the path have turned tail and slunk 
away. Not, to be sure, without some 
rousing battles of mind or spirit; not 
·without fear and uncertainty, appre
hension and frightful anxiety, have 
they been vanquished. BUT-they 
have gone and we little people have 
trudged on up the road of life \·Vith 
new hope, assurance and confidence 
in the Almighty. 

One thing most glorious we shall 
apprehend: a broadening, deepening, 
more sure concept of the God \.vho has 
wrought such miracles of help and 
revelation. Through difficulties, we 
shall glimpse the lineaments of His 
love and our final verdict may well 
be: "All the terrors of the way are of 
no account if they have brought us 
thus to recognize Hirn, and to know 

·and trust His pmver to provide." 
Not only shall we see beauty and 

fulfillment and God, but puzzlement 
and uncertainty and suffering, too. 
We shall recall, \Vith renewed humil
iation, the places where we doubted 
our Father's guiding love; 'sometimes 
questioning His interest in human af
fairs; sometimes skeptical about His 
ability to intervene. Perhaps it has not 
hurt us too much in the long run to 
have had such questionings, if only 
we have been strong enough to hold 
them in suspension until the wisdom 
of God showed us that He has all the 
while been leading us, not around, 
as we often lazily or willfully have 
wished, but straight through these 
mazes into the fair meadows beyond. 
Hovv much we .need perspective! The 
backward glance down the long road 
will give it. Puzzlement becomes chal
lenge "to face the struggle" 5 as God's 
gift. As we faced it, we, even we, came 
into new regions of joyous and con
vinced faith. 

But what if we have refused to go 
into the conflict! How often vve have 
refused! Then, looking back, we shall 
realize how we shrunk to lesser spirit
ual stature and how our feet began 
to stray into dangerous by ways, rough 
and rocky. Yet, there, too, His hand 
has been upon us, and he has been 

G Maltbie D. Babcock. The Methodist 
Hymnal No. 300. 

wmtmg to lead us again into the 
straight road. We may learn from our 
silly failures as well as from our doubts 
and questioning and dangers. 

Few of us will escape the sight, 
along the road we have traversed, of 
places where the road seemed to come 
to a dead end; no way out; no path 
across the things that hemmed us in. 
We were stuck; weighted down with 
burdens too heavy to stagger under, 
and ready to believe, as we stood for
lorn, in the dust and the heat of our 
journey, that the good God had abdi
cated. But we shall also see, over and 
over, how a way did appear, not of our 
cleverness, nor of our goodness (our 
goodness has always been in short 
supply!), but out of the manifold, un
deserved and too frequently unap
preciated mercies of the Most High. 
It will gradually dawn on us, slow
v,ritted though we are, that we have 
been given a chance, meeting the 
hardest of hard circumstances, to grow 
into an obedience like that of Him 
who learned obedience through what 
He suffered. We shall realize, with 
the writer of the Letter to the He
brews that, although "for the moment 
all discipline seems painful rather than 
pleasant, later it yields the peaceable 
fruit of righteousness to those who 
have been trained by it." (Heb. 12: 
11, R.S.V.) Or, as J. B. Phillips says, 
"When it is all over, we can see that 
it has quietly produced the fruit of 
real goodness in the characters of those 
who have accepted it in the right 
spirit. So take a fresh grip on life and 

· brace your trembling limbs. Don't 
wander a\1vay from the pathway but 
forge steadily ahead. On the right 
path the limping foot recovers strength 
and does not collapse" (Heb. 12: 
11-13, Phillips' translation). 

At Christmas, then, retrospect and 
prospect: a reviewing of the past and 
a gathering of courage for the future; 
a recognition of the pre-eminence of 
a God of love in our affairs. Indeed, 
.almost the whole gamut of emotions 
will sweep over us, as we look: shame 
for our careless lack of faith; sorrow 
and penitence; but also, Rashes of 
unutterable joy, the joy of children of 
a loving, disciplining, almighty 
Father, whose face we see in Jesus 
Christ, our living Lord, '"'ith \i\7hom 
we may safely travel to the very ends 
of the Universe. 
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By ELMER T. CLARK 

[hristmas [oeference 

ONE hundred and seventy-five 
years ago, on December 24, 

1784-January 3, 1785, the Methodist 
Episcopal Church was organized at 
Lovely Lane Chapel in Baltimore and 
Francis Asbury \Vas elected Super
intendent, a title which he and Dr. 
Thomas Coke soon changed to 
Bishop, thereby evoking the most 

_vehement protest ever uttered by 
John Vv esley. 

It was the first Methodist denomina
tion in the ·world and Asbury was the 
first Bishop of any church ever conse
crated in the New World. 

There had been Methodists here 
for at least a quarter of a century. 
George \i\Thitefield had come in 1738 
and six times later. Robert Straw
bridge preached in and around Mary
land as early as 1753, if newly-dis
covered data are to be trusted; Philip 
Embury preached in New York in 
1766 and built John Street Church 
two years later, and Captain Thomas 
\iVebb appeared there about the same 
time. Wesley sent two preachers in 
1769 and the great Asbury arrived in 

. 1771. 
The converts made by these and 

others were called Methodists but 
they were not members of any church, 
although they were supposed to be 
Anglicans, both here and in England. 
Their preachers were all laymen and 
they could have the sacraments only 
in the Church of England. 

This situation did not satisfy them, 
especially after the Revolution had 
severed all ties with England. In 1784 
there were 83 preachers, 46 circuits, 
and 15,000 "members in society," and 
there had been annual conferences 
since 1773. The people were demand
ino the ordinances at the hands of 

"' 
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a co11r of the Snlislnu:r 110rtrait 

Francis Asbury, wlw was elected super
intendent of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church at its organizational 1iieeting
the Christmas Conference, 1784. 

their own preachers and there was a 
north-south split over the question. 

Something had to be done. John 
Wesley knew this and had tried in 
vain to induce the Bishop of London 
to ordain preachers for America. So 

·he took one of the decisive steps of 
ecclesiastical history when he decided 
to ordain his own ministers, knowing 
full well that according to theory only 
a Bishop had the power of ordination. 

In 1713 Lord Peter King had 
written a book on the Primitive 
Church, in which he pointed out that 
in the early Church there were only 
two orders of the clergy, deacons and 
presbyters or elders, and that episco
pacy was not an order but an office. 
This meant that John \iVesley, who 

was a presbyter, had a perfectly good 
right to ordain, consecrate or "set 
apart" another presbyter for the office 
of a bishop. Since Methodist affairs in 
America had reached a crisis, he ap
pointed D1:. Thomas Coke as Super
intendent and set him apart by the 
imposition of his hands and prayer. 
At the same time he similarly ap
pointed Francis Asbury and sent Coke 
to America to invest him with the 
office. 

"If any one will point out a more 
rational and Scriptural way of feeding 
and guiding these poor sheep in the 
wilderness, I will gladly embrace it," 
\Vrote \!Vesley. "At present I cannot 
see any better method than that I 
have adopted.-" 

Coke and Asbury met at Barratt's 
Chapel in Delaware on November 14, 
1784. Their meeting in the famous 
church, now an official shrine of 
Methodism, was dramatic. Asbury 
was surprised when he saw Richard 
\i\Thatcoat, who accompanied Coke 
and had also been ordained by 
\i\1 esley, take the cup in the com
munion service. He was shocked when 
he learned of their purpose. He was 
wise in the ways of the Americans, 
however, and he declined to accept 
the appointment of an Englishman, 
but declared that he would act only 
"if the preachers unanimously choose 

" me. 
So Freeborn Garrettson rode off 

"like an arrow" to summon the 
preachers to the Christmas Confer
ence. 

About sixty of the preachers as
sembled at Baltimore on the appointed 
day. Not all of their names are known, 
but of course Coke and Asbury were 
there, as were Thomas Vasey and 
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Richard \i\Thatcoat who came with 
Coke from England. 

The first preparations for the Con
ference were made at the home of 
Judge Barratt, which still stands about 
a mile from Badatt's Chapel. Asbury 
then sent Coke on a preaching tour of 
Maryland and Delaware, while he 
himself also made a tour. They met 
again at Perry Hall, the home of the 
rich Henry Dorsey Gough, twelve 
miles from Baltimore. Here they spent 
a week putting the finishing touches 
on the plans. 

\i\That was the nature of the Christ
mas Conference and what did it ac
complish? 

In the first place, it \Vas composed 
entirely of preachers, being long be
fore the days of lay participation. 
They were all young men, averaging 
26 years of age. Freeborn Garrettson 
was 22 and "the venerable Mr. 
Asbury" was 39. They met upstairs 
in Lovely Lane Chapel, which stood 
on the site of the present Merchant's 
Club, ·where. a bronze tablet novv per
petuates the event. The benches had 
no backs and there was no heat, so 
the preachers shivered until somebody 
put up a stove. There was a sermon by 
Coke on the Godhead of Christ .. He 
was then unanimously recognized and 
the Conference got down to business. 

Here John Dickins appears. It was 
on his motion that the Church was 
formed and named the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Coke had spent 
his first night on American soil with 
Dickins, who was then at the John 
Street Church in New York, and 
Dickins presumably outlined several 
matters which were to go on the 
agenda. The preachers then pro
ceeded to the election of Francis 
Asbury as Superintendent. He was · 
not a licensed preacher, and never 
was, but on one day he was ordained 
deacon, the next day he was ordained 
elder, and the third day he was conse
crated superintendent-the swiftest 
progress through the ranks ever made 
by any man. In the ceremony Coke 
and v\Thatcoat were joined in the 
"laying on of hands" by the Rev. 
Philip \i\T. Otterbein, a founder of 
the United Brethren Church. 

In his consecration se1mon Dr. 
Coke preached from the text of 
Revelation III: 7··11. In his charge to 
Asbury he said: "Keep that which is 
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committed to thy trust. Be not thou 
ashamed of the testimony of our Lord. 
. . . Endure hardship as a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ. Do the work of an 
Evangelist, and make full proof of 
thy Ministry. And thy God will op~n 
to thee a wide door indeed, which all 
thine enemies shall not be able to 
shut. He will carry his Gospel under 
thy direction from sea to sea, yea, 

'perhaps, from one end of the Conti
nent to the other." 

Having now made a Church and a 
Superintendent the Conference took 
steps to found Cokesbury College, the 
first Methodist college in the world. 
In June, 1780, John Dickins, who was 
then on the Halifax Circuit in North 
Carolina, showed Asbury a plan he 
had drawn "for a Kingswood School 
in America," and they secured from 
Gabriel Long and a "brother Bustion" 
some money for its erection, the first 
funds ever raised for Methodist edu
cation in America. Transferred to 
New York, Dickins evidently showed 
his plan to Dr. Coke and the latter 
insisted on a college rather than a 
school. At the Christmas Conference 
a considerable amount was in hand 
and the degree-conferring college was 
founded. George \i\T ashington seems 
to have been among the contributors. 
It was a three-story brick building at 
Abingdon, Maryland, eighteen miles 
from Baltimore on the Philadelphia 
road. 

The cornerstone of the college was 
laid on June 5, 1785, and it was 
opened on September l?, 1787. It was 
an ill-fated institution. At midnight on 
December 7, 1795, it was burned to 
the ground. The Governor of Mary
land offered a rev,rard of $1,000 in a 
vain attempt to apprehend the arson
ist. The college was reopened in Balti-

more and was burned exactly one year 
from the previous fire . 

Thus ended for years the attempt 
to found a Methodist college in 
America. In its short and unfortunate 
life the institution made a fine contri
bution. Among its alumni were 
United States Senator Samuel \i\Thite 
of Delaware, · Asbury Dickins, son of 
John and Secretary of the United 
States Senate, Colonel \i\Tilliam 
Doughty, Dr. William Dallum, and 
the Rev. Valentine Cook. 

The Christmas Conference then 
launched the first missionary program. 
\i\Tilliam Black came down from 
Canada to plead for preachers, and 
Freeborn Garrettson and James 0. 
Cromwell were ordained elders for 
Nova Scotia. They were duly sent and 
it was desired to elect Garrettson as a 
Bishop for Canada but he preferred 
to stay with the Church in the United 
States. 

Jeremiah Lambert was ordained for 
Antigua in the \i\Test Indies, but he 
died before reaching the field. Meth
odism in that island dated from 1760 
when Nathan.iel Gilbert, who had 
been converted by John \i\Tesley in 
1758, returned home and began 
preaching to his slaves. A few years 
later John Baxter, local preacher and 
shipwright who was sent out to Lord 
Nelson's fleet which lay in English 
Harbor on Antigua, found a society 
of thirty Methodists formed by 
Gilbert before his death. Two of the 
slaves were trying to hold the group 
together. Baxter took charge of the 
group, building it to a congregation 
of two thousand in six years. 

Baxter did not attend the Christmas 
Conference but he appealed for help 
there and was elected an elder and ap
pointed to Antigua, where Dr. Coke 
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later ordained him. Thus Methodism 
in the West Indies outside of Cuba 
and Puerto Rico developed under 
British auspices. 

The main emphasis of the early 
circuit riders was on evangelism, and 
the Christmas Conference gave ex
plicit directions for that activity. It 
was written into the record that 
"God's . design in raising up the 
l\!Iethodist preachers" was "to re
form the continent and to spread 
scriptural holiness over these lands." 
The rules continued: "You have noth
ing to do but to save souls. Go ahvays 
not only to those that want but to 
those that want you most. Observe. 
It is not your business to preach so 
many times and to take care of this or 
that society, but to bring as many 
sinners as you possibly can to repent~ 
ance, and with all your power to build 
them up in that holiness, without 
which they cannot see the Lord!" 

That last phrase is significant: 
"build them up in holiness." Those 

:- '<vho think the early Methodists cared 
nothing about religious culture and 
development should ponder it. As a 
matter of fact, such culture was a part 
of their evangelistic process, as it is 
today. Here are some of the rules they 
laid down: 

"Go into every house and teach 
everyone therein, young and old, to 
be Christian inwardly and outwardly. 
Make every particular plain to their 
understanding; fix it in their memory; 
write it on their heart. In order to do 
this there must be line upon line, 
precept upon precept. \i\That patience, 
what love, what knowledge is requi
site for this!" 

"\i\There there are ten children, 
meet them at least an hour every 
week." 

''\i\Till you diligently instruct the 
children in every place?" 

"Talk with them every time you see 
any of them at home." 

"Diligently instruct and vehement
ly exhort the parents at their own 
houses." 

"Preach expressly on education. 
'But I have no gift for this.' Gift or 
no gift, you a.re to do it, else you are 

. not called to be a Methodist preacher. 
Do it as you can until you can do it 
as you would. Pray earnestly for the 
gift and use the means for it." 

Only two or three men present had 
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more than an elementary education, 
yet they went out to fill the country 
with schools. And Asbury himself 
started the first Sunday school in 
America. 

A big part of their spiritual nurture 
was the class meeting, a private affair 
which the members were required to 
attend and ivhich carefully inquired 
into their growth in grace. "\i\That 
shall we do with those members who 
neglect their class? Let the assistant 
or helper visit them and inform them 
[that] if they continue to neglect they 
will be excluded." 

The discipline these men enacted 
for themselves was hard. They set 
their own yearly salaries: "Sixty-four 
dollars, and no more." If any .received 
more, and few did, it was divided 
among those who did not receive the 
full stipend. This .was true of any 
marriage, baptism, burial or other 
presents that might be given to them. 
This applied to Asbury as well as to 
the humblest preacher. Furthermore, 
each man on admission was required 
to pay $2.6 7 and $2.00 per year there
after for their superannuate brethren 
and the widows and children. Each 
worn out preacher was to receive $64, 
and children and widows were al
lowed $53.33 each, but none received 
anything until he had paid in $6.67. 

Some of the enactmeQts would not 
appeal to us now: l\1en and women 
were to sit apart in the churches. 
"Should we insist on the rules con
cerning dress? By all means. This is 
no time to give any encouragement to 
super8uity of apparel. Therefore give 
no tickets to any till they have left off 
super8uous ornaments. Allow no 
exempt case, not ·ev<:!n of a mmTied 
woman. Give no ticket to any that 
wear high heads, enormous bonnets, 
ruffles or rings." The rule against 
wearing "gold and costly apparel" 
remains in our Discipline today. 

Or read these rules: "Never be 
unemployed. Never be trifingly em
ployed. Never while away time, 
neither spend more time at any place 
than is strictly necessary." "Converse 
sparingly with women, particularly 
with young women." "Take no step 
toward marriage without first con
sulting your brethren." 

"Do not affect the gentleman-a 
preacher is the servant of all. Be 
ashamed of nothing but sin: not of 

fetching ·wood or drawing water: not 
of cleaning your own shoes." 

These frontier preachers knew that 
pride, self-indulgence and distinctions 
based on money would damn any 
people, and were determined that 
Methodists saved by grace should not 
ape the godless 'Norld about them. 

And so they started Methodism on 
its way as a Church. They accepted 
the order of service which \i\Tesley 
sent over but soon discarded it. They 
received the Articles of Religion 
which Wesley took from the Church 
of Eng•land and reduced in number, 
and which remain with us today. 
They had no doctrines that were not 
accepted by millions of other Chris
tians. They believed that all men are 
sinners, that all can be saved by faith 
alone, that they may know that they 
are saved, and that they may attain 
perfect love. Every preacher who has 
ever entered a Conference has had to 

" " 1 · "D answer yes to t 1e quest10n, o you 
expect to be made perfect in love in 
this life?" "Perfect in love," but not 
perfect in anything else. 

They left the Conference to re
sume riding the frontier. Asbury had 
been in America only two weeks when 
he protested that the preachers did 
not want to leave the cities. He knew 
that religion would wither on the 
vine unless it followed the frontier, 
so he said, "I think I will show them 
the way." He did just that. He 
mounted his horse and rode 275,000 
miles over the frontier trails. He never 
had a home, but lived on the road .. 
He rode until he had to be carried in 
arms from his chaise and propped up 
on a table when he preached. He died 
on the road. In 1816 while unable to 
stand he still tried to reach the Gen
eral Conference at Baltimore. But he 
collapsed on the way and died in the 
cabin of George Arnold (north of 
Richmond), trying in his delirium to 
take up a missionary collection. 

The other sixty preachers left the 
Christmas Conference to do likewise. 
They rode until they died: of the first 
730 who died, 203 were under 35 
years of age, haIF were under 30, and 
two-thirds of them died before they 
had traveled twelve years. They saw 
the number of preachers increase from 
83 to 700 and the members from 
15 ,000 to nearly a quarter of a million. 

"\i\Tho follows in their train?" 
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' NEVER for a moment does The Methodist Church forget its children. 
In all the plans, aims and goals for the ongoing program of the church, the children have their 

part. The church believes that it has a responsibility for sheltering, educating, healing, 
nurturing, and re-creating children. In the organization of the Woman's Division of Christian 
Service there are, in the home field, schools for children in Louisiana, New l\1exico, 

and Puerto Rico. The 'Voman's Division maintains homes for children in Alaska, California, District 
of Columbia, Georgia, Illinois, Missouri, Nebraska, New York, and Pennsylvania. 

Children figure largely in the city centers in 37 states and in the rural church and 
community work in 25 states. On these pages we bring to our readers glimpses of some of 
the ways in which the church, through the program of the 'Voman's Division, is meeting special needs 
in the lives of children. 

The Church 

-A PICTURE STORY 

Photo from nosa Yalclci Settlement. 

A Sco11t leader and a pleased Girl Scout at 
Rosa Valdez Settlement, Tampa, Florida, rep
resent for 011r readers the creative world of 
clmrcli-relnted settlements in urban co1111111111i
ties. 

- and • • • 
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1Vlwt co11ld be more f1111 than being read to, in an evening ver
sion of tlie Children's Hom? Children at David and Margaret 
Home, La Verne, California, relax with a favorite reader. 

.Anderson l'hoto Co .• l\:rmsns Citj..: 

Recreation on the 1Jlaygro11nd at Spofford Home. 
At this special home in Kansas City, Missomi, 
children from brohen homes receive expert medi
cal treatment as well as religious and educational 
training. 

the Children 
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Dn·wstcr llos)Jltal, .Jad:sonville, Fla. 

This healthy yo11ngster was born in Brewster Hospital, 
]acllsonville, Florida. Brewster Hospital was founded in 
1901. It has a capacity of 170 beds and 3 5 bassinets. In 
addition to a large and well-qiialified professional staff, the 
1Voman's Division has here a director of social and re
ligiom activities. In December, one of the pleasant privi
leges of this director is to gi1ie free layettes to babies born 
d11ri11g the Christmas season. 

llernie Schol•nfle ld from Three Lions 

A gro11p of yo1111g gardeners from D1tlac Indian Center, 
D11lac, L011isiana . 

Fcin~crsh PIX: ineorporntccl 

A practice teacher at 
Bennett C o l l e g e , 
Greensboro, N o rt h 
Carolina, advises Shir
ley on lww to paint 
a fence. Bennett Col
lege was fo1111ded in 
1926. Bennett st11dents 
are 1!'ell. gro1111ded in 
f1eld work of 11ario11s 
hinds-teaching hin
dergarten, 11 i s i t i n g 
homes, reading to chil
dren in lzospitals. 
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Mnry J,ou Ilarnwcll 

Tlie tiny, rochy island of Patmos in the Aegean Sea. 

Revelation at Patmos 

I JOHN ... was on the island called 
Patmos on account of the word of 

God and the testimony of Jesus ... 
and I heard behind me a loud voice 
like a trumpet saying, '\i\lrite what 
you see in a book and send it to the 
seven churches' ... " (Revelation l : 9-
l l; R.S.V.). 

These words led almost three hun
dred representatives of the \i\T orld 
Council of Churches to stop, one day 
in late August, at the tiny, rocky 
island of Patmos-one of the Dode
canese islands in the Aegean sea. \i\Te 
were returning from ten clays spent 
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on the island of Rhodes, Greece, an 
island to which Saint Paul had gone 
to preach. (Acts 21: l; R.S.V.) 

As we sailed over the deep blue 
Aegean sea on the S. S. Mediter
ranean, we continued to be the guests 
of the Greek Orthodox church and 
the Greek government. Gracious hosts 
they had been at Rhodes, as repre
sentatives of many countries and 
churches had deliberated on problems 
of major importance to the church 
and the world. 

In the first century after the birth 
of Christ the island of Patmos became 
known. The Roman emperors used 

Patmos as a place of banishment for 
political opponents. 

In the year 95 A.D. the apostle John 
was exiled to this island, at the com
mand of the Roman emperor Domi
tian. It is said that, after the death of 
Christ, John lived in the Greek city 
of Ephesus in Asia Minor. Here he 
preached and many believers, includ
ing Gentiles, were baptized. \i\lhen 
Domitian heard of this, he ordered 
John to be bound with chains and 
banished to the island of Patmos in 
the Aegean sea. 

John remained on Patmos for eight
een months. Then the emperor Ncrva 
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gave him permission to return to 
Ephesus. 

During the months on Patmos, ac
cording to the legend, the only friend 
of John was his pupil Prochorus. This 
Prochorus may have been one of the 
seven referred to in Acts-a man "of 
good repute, full of spirit and of 
wisdom." (Acts 6:3-5; R.S.V.) 

\Ve were told by a Greek Orthodox 
clergyman that Prochorus lived with 
John in the cave at Patmos and as
~istecl in writing clown the Book of 
P.evelation-the Apocalypse. Our 
devout guide showed us a very beau
tiful Byzantine illumination, painted 
in 1345 A.D., in a hand-written Bible. 
This Biblical illumination represents 
the apostle John dictating Revelation 
to his pupil Prochorus. 

As we had approached by sea this 
fabled and indescribably beautiful 
island of Patmos, our first ,impression 
\vas of great, jutting rocks, rising high 
out of the water. On the topmost pin
nacle appeared the monastery of Saint 

·John. At its base was a chain of white 
stucco houses. 

The monastery was built in 1093 
A.D. It is in good condition to-day and 
contains rare and costly treasures of 
Byzantine art. Scattered all over the 
island, often on rocky, seemingly un
approachable slopes are 360 churches. 
All are Greek Orthodox, for Greek is 
the language of Patmos. 

The church of Saint John is an
nexed to the great monastery. The 
walls, covered with beautiful Byzan
tine frescoes, the wood carvings on 
the doors, and the Byzantine icons 
made an indelible impression on our 
minds. 

The library of the monastery of 
Saint John is a treasure-house of 
Byzantine art. It was established in 
1093 by a Byzantine emperor; later 
emperors added priceless gifts. Many 
rich and valuable books-all written 
by hand on parchment and illumi
nated with beautiful pictures in gold, 

. silver, purple, and red-have been 
given to this library. The most prized 
possession is a portion of the gospel 
of Saint Mark, handwritten and 
illuminated between 408-450 A.n. 
This library has 32 pages of the 
gospel; that is more than either the 
Vatican or the B1;tish Museum pos
sesses. 

Most of the vi1lage of Patmos lies 
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at the waterfront-a few shops, a 
hotel or two, and some white houses. 
The day we visited the island the 
clocks were alive with people-men, 
women, and children-For the infre
quent stopping of a ship at Patmos is 
one of the few contacts the people 
have with the outside world. 

The rocky hills of Patmos appear 
to be almost barren. There are some 
fruit trees and a few terraces on which 
the wheat crops are grown. But we 
were impressed with the scarcity of 
vegetation. 

The people of Patmos are happy, 
friendly, and hospitable. Little chil
dren played along the water front; 
chairs in the "village square" attracted 
the populace for refreshment and 
conversation. 

The small white chapels, always 
with bells, are constant reminders of 
the call to worship and to dedication . 
People surrounded these chapels, 
even the seemingly inaccessible ones. 
Perhaps they were there to utter a 
prayer; or to get a better view of our 

Everyivhere 
nre wl1ite clznpels. 

ship, as it came into the harbor; er to 

enjoy the breathtaking view. 
From the village to the monastery 

is a long journey-up hill. The fifty 
donkeys and the two cars on the 
island were pressed into service to 
take us to the top of the rocky pin
nacle. Relay after relay was necessary 
to get our almost three hundred mem
bers of the \i\T oriel Council of 
Churches delegation up to the mon
aste111. Some hiked; others fell by the 
wayside. 

As we returned to our ship, we were 
silent and thoughtful. \ i\Te had been 
on the island where Saint John was 
exiled; we had stood in the cave 
where he had written of his vision. 
\i\Te had felt the past and the present 
become one as we wandered in the 
village or, at the monastery, had seen 
lovely potted plants growing in five 
gallon tins' that had contained cheese 
sent out by Church \i\Torld Service. 
The words in Revelation came back 
to us: "I John ... was on the island 
called Patmos." 

The bells of 
the monnstery. 

011e of tlze 
priests shows 
tlze sncred 
pict11res of 
Pnt111os. 
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STEPHEN'S DAY 

THE day began early for Stephen 
Kanono. He woke up when the 

whistle sounded at the copper smelt
ing plant and lay watching the slivers 
of light around the windovv. January 
13. Weeks ago the Belgian govern
ment had promised that on this day an 
announcement would be made about 
the future of the Congo. What would 
it be? Independence? Stephen 
shivered a little, and drew the thin 
blanket over his shoulder. 

He heard his wife whisper to little 
Piene who was using all his small 
vocabulary to attract his parents' at
tention. He would not stop, and 
Marna got out of bed and took him 
to the kitchen. Stephen felt a little 
guilty. The new baby would be born 
soon, maybe today, but Marua would 
say that she couldn't rest anyway, and 
that he might as well have some more 
sleep before his day of teaching. But 
Marua was lonely. It was hard for a 
girl ,.vithout her mother. Perhaps he 
should have given in when she had 
begged to go home. If anything should 
go wrong how could he face Marna's 
family, especially her Uncle Samba 
who lived here in town? But more 
babies, and mothers too, died in the 
villages. The big hospital here was 
safer, he reassured himself, for the 
hundredth time. 

Stephen turned over, but he did 
not go to sleep. He thought of the 
group that was meeting tonight. 
Should he go? He didn't like most of 
the men, but it was fun to argue and 
discuss, and Stephen knew that he, 
who had more education than most of 
them and read the French papers, 
could become their leader without 
half trying. Of course old William, 
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with his hot-headed cnes of "Inde
pendence now" could get them all in 
trouble. He had no more idea of what 
independence meant than little 
Piene. 

Little Pierre. Stephen smiled to 
himself. He had great plans for his 
son. 

l\ilarua· came in. "Seven o'clock," 
she said. 

"How do you feel?" 
"Fine. I wish I didn't," she an

swered, and he laughed at her dis
gusted tone. 

In the kitchen the door was open 
. and the morning sunshine lay across 

the clean little table. Stephen sat 
down and Marua brought him warm 
food. She glanced out at Pierre who 
was watching the bicycles go by, 
before she sat do'Arn beside Stephen. 
A good wife, he thought. She could 
read and write and sew and cook, but 
what did she know about independ
ence and such things? She would eat 
beside him which was more than 
many wives would do. How shocked 
his father would be-his son eating 
v.rith a ';voman! · 

"I hope this baby is a girl," he said 
suddenly. 

"vVhy?" Then before he answered 
she said, "By the time this baby grows 
up you can't get a bride price for her 
to give for a wife for Pierre." 

Her voice had changed from a sur
prised question to a bitter statement 
and Stephen answered the last part 
with quick anger. 

"I don't expect to take money for 
my daughter and you know it." 

"Then why should a man want a 
girl instead of a boy?" she asked. 

Stephen's anger left him. How 

could you explain to your wife that 
you wanted a daughter who would 
be a comrade, one with none of the 
old village ideas? 

He said half laughing, "I want my 
daughter to be .the first girl to go to 
the new university." 

"She won't be the first," said 
Marua. "Anna goes to high school 
next year and there will be many more 
before this baby is old enough." 

"Anyway, she can go if she \<Vants 
to," Stephen said. He looked at the 
clock and stood up. 

"And Pierre," said Marua. "Our 
children will go even if it did come 
too late for you-and me." 

The last words were so low that 
Stephen wheeling his bicycle from 
the front room was not sure that he 
heard them right. Did Marua want to 
know these new things too? After the 
baby was born he must try to explain 
about independence and everything. 
He pushed aside- an uncomfortable 
feeling that he would have to decide 
some matters for himself before he 
could explai~ them to his wife. 

Kachanga, next door, was coming 
out of his house folloV.1ed by his wife, 
and daughter, Anna. Stephen had 
great respect for the older man, but 
sometimes he avoided him. Tall and · 
strong and a keen thinker, Kachanga 
11eld an important job at the copper 
smelting plant, but his great interest 
and all his spare time went to. the 
church where he was a steward. 

Stephen and Marua Were members 
of that same church and Stephen was 
a teacher in the school connected with 
it, but his churchgoing was more 
because he was expected to go and 
because it was a pleasant enough habit 
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than from any deep conv1ct1ons. 
Kachanga had many deep convic

tions and was more than willing to 
share them with his young neighbor. 
Stephen glanced back. Kachanga's 
wife, Naluma, had joined Marna, 
and Lucy from the other side was 
crossing the yard, little Sara close 
behind. The three women were good 
friends although they were of three 
different tribes and languages. Pierre 
would be happy and well taken care 
of while Marna was at the hospital, 
thought Stephen thankfully. 

Bicycles! Bicycles! Bicycles! At 
every street more flO\ved in to the 
stream. Shouted greetings to friends 
rang out in many languages with a 

Enstcm Pnhlishcrs Sen·kc 

steady undertone of Swahili, the 
common language. 

"I bought that radio after all," said 
Kachanga. "I don't know as I should 
have, but these exciting clays it seems 
worth it. Come on over tonight and 
listen." 

"Maybe I will," said Stephen. 
Bicycles came between them and 

Stephen turned on to the street that 
led to his school. Boys and girls were 
arriving from all directions, little boys 
and little girls in equal number, but 
many more big boys than big girls. 

In his classroom Stephen looked at 
the row and a halF of girls. There 
were ten of them and twenty-two 
boys. Three of the girls were missing 

"I want 111)' dm1ghtcr to he the first girl to go to the new university." 
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today although only one seat was 
empty on the boys' side. Some day 
he would try to tell Marna how he 
felt about these girls in his school 
room. Nina was oLen absent. Prob
ably she would not come next year. 
She was too young to be married, but 
what could he do? 

At noon Stephen made a quick trip 
home. Marna was fine and laughed at 
his anxiety. On the way back to 
school he passed a policeman and 
then another. On the corner he saw 
two soldiers. Black soldiers they were, 
but from a farther-mvay tribe, not 
like the local policeman. He made a 
quick decision and did not turn at 
his corner but kept on going to the 
part of the city where the white folks 
lived. Yes, there were more of the 
same soldiers. \i\T ere the white people 
worried too about what the day 
would bring? 

As Stephen turned back toward the 
school he saw Marna's Uncle Samba 
come out of the store where he had 
worked for years. Hoping not to be 
seen Stephen peddled harder, but it 
was no use. He stopped reluctantly 
at the insistent yell. 

"Baby come yet?" demanded the 
older man. 

"Of course not. I would have sent 
you word," said Stephen. 

He did not blame Samba for grunt
ing, for he knew himself that it was 
a lie. 

"Bring Pierre to us. Don't you dare 
leave him with that woman who isn't 
of our tribe." Samba's voice was in
sistent. 

"I must go back to school," said 
Stephen impatiently. He rode away, 
leaving Samba muttering about the 
inferiority of all tribes to their own. 

This tribal feeling is growing, 
thought Stephen. Or was it only more 
open now as people thought about 
choosing their O'vVn leaders? It was 
hard to know, but anyway little Pierre 
was better off with Lucy than with 
Samba and his wife in their dirty 
house. 

The afternoon seemed longer than 
usual, and Stephen was glad when at 
last it was time to dismiss the children. 

As he turned into his yard Pierre 
and Sara came running to meet him 
and he picked up first one and then 
the other. During supper Marna 
talked soberly of the policeman who 
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Cau\'ln t"rom Three Lions 

River, mountains, and wharves in the Congo-Stephen's worh-a-day world. 

had walked up and down the street all 
afternoon. 

Stephen stood by the door. The 
light was almost gone, only a red 
sunset made more intense by the 
smoke from the copper plant Bared 
behind the eucalyptus trees. Loud 
music \Vas coming from the bar in the 
next street. Already men were leaving 
their houses, ready for whatever the 
evening might bring. 

At Old \iVilliam's there would be a 
. newspaper and exciting talk. He 

ought not to leave Marna tonight. But 
Marna did not protest vvhen he told 
her he was going out a little while. 

"Be careful," was all she said. 
No one was outside at the next door 

house, but Stephen went in the op
posite direction. There were more 
people in the street than usual. A 
little group was gathered around the 
loud speaker. He stopped, but the 
language was that of another tribe and 
he went on. 

The room at \i\Tilliam's was full. 
One man was talking loudly when 
he came in. 

"Here, read this," he cried. Stephen 
took the paper, and a place was made 
!'or him under the electric light bulb. 
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He looked at one language and read 
aloud in another, but there was no 
real news yet. Tonight word would 
come over the radio. Tense and ex
cited, the men talked. All over the 
city it was like this, thought Stephen, 
black men in their part of the city, 
white men in their part, waiting for 
the word that would come from over
seas. Then what would happen? 
\i\1 ould there be demonstrations of 
joy or of protest? Demonstrations of 
protest could so easily Bare into anger. 
The talk grew noisy. Stephen slipped 
out of the room, glad to be in the 
fresh air again. Policemen were all 
around. Trouble could start easily 
tonight, the kind of trouble that could 
lead only to more trouble. 

His house was quiet, there was no 
one in the bedroom, and Stephen hur
ried next door. Had Marna gone to 
the hospital? He hadn't been away 
from the house more than an hour. 
His guilty feelings made him angry 
when he saw Marna and Lucy laugh
ing. The children were asleep on the 
Boor beside them. 

A little knot of men was by the 
radio. Kachanga held up his hand and 
the women stopped talking. \Vorcls 

came pouring into the room, words 
spoken that afternoon across the 
water. Stephen sat quiet listening, 
missing a little, but understanding. 
Independence-not right now, but 
eventually, gradually. \i\1ould the 
white men be ~appy? Not all of them. 
\i\1 ould the black men be satisfied? 
Not all of them. Would it work? 

"\i\1e must make it work," the urg
ent voice over the radio said as though 
in answer to his thoughts . 

Stephen looked at Marna. She was 
staring at the radio a puzzled frown 
on her face. There were circles under 
her eyes. As Stephen looked she put 
her hands on the Boor and eased her 
body into another position. He went 
to her. "Come," he said softly. "Come 
home and I will explain it all for you. 
You must rest for .... " 

"For tomorrow," she whispered. 
Kachanga snapped off the radio. 

There was a shout outside and an
other. People were passing, calling to 
one another. 

Kachanga began to sing, and even 
Marna, leaning heavily against 
Stephen, joined him. "God bless 
Africa-

And her sons and daughters." 
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THIS MONTH 
IT is significant that the beoinnino 

of organized Methodism 
0

in th~ 
United States took place at Christ
mastime-the Christmas Conference 
of 1784. 

\i\1 e do not understand why vve 
have not run a story on this Confer
ence in World Outlooh before now. 
\i\1 e are making up for the omission 
by using Dr. Elmer T. Clark's story 

· in this issue. We like to use Dr. 
Clark's historical stories. They have a 
freshness rare in denominational an
nals. 

\i\Te hope that you will enjoy this 
story as much as we did, and that it 
will join the article on St. Simons 
Island (September, 1959) in your 
Vil orld Outlooh files as a second epi
sode in the early American days of 
Methodism. 

We do not need to call to your at
tention the Christmas meditation 
"Climax and New Beginning." Mis~ 
Florence Hooper is familiar to all of 
you who have been readers of HI orld 
Outlooh through the years. 

One of the pleasant results of beino 
. 0 

m an editorial chair is hearino about 
0 

the ways in which articles and medi-
tations are used in the local church. 
Miss Hooper's Christmas meditations 
have been used by a minister in the 
pulpit, as openings for young adult 

· meetings, as a devotional in a woman's 
society meeting. We will be much 
interested in having you tell us how 
the present meditation is used. 

Some of you are finishing the 
Africa study. Some of you are be
ginning it. In either case, the story 
called "Stephen's Day" will be of 
particular interest. Mrs. Booth, the 
author, is the wife of Bishop Newell 
Booth. She is well known for her 
children's stories. In this story Mrs. 
Booth tells of the uncertainty and yet 
the hope of the new day about to 
dawn in Africa, as well as the uncer
tainty and hope of Stephen for his 
own unborn child. 

The story is rather an unusual one 
and has caught the feeling of the 
urban African. Have it reviewed in 
your study class, or recommend it for 
reading at home. A circle of the \i\Tom-
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an's Society may wish to use this 
story as a beginning for a discussion 
on Africa-or a Commission on Mis
sions may find it useful. 

\i\T e like to have a picture spread 
of children at Christmas time. The 
spread we present this month is not 
particularly Christmasy, but the 
thought behind it is the church's care 
of children-and that is very Christ
masy indeed. You will know how to 
use "The Church and the Children" 
-particularly in the church and the 
church school. 

After the meeting of the \i\1 orld 
Council Central Committee at the 
Island of Rhodes in ·the Aegean Sea 
this past summer, the members of the 
Committee went on to the isle of 
Patmos nearby. Patmos is not talked 
about very much in ancient literature, 
but it was on Patmos that St. John 
the evangelist was exiled for eighteen 
months. It is said that he wrote the 
Apocalypse on this island. 

Today, most of the island is owned 
by the ~!Jonastery of St. John. There 
are three hundred chapels scattered 
over the little island, although the 
port city of Scala has only 140 houses. 
Originally there were 600 ancient 
scriptural manuscripts on the island. 
Today there are only a little over two 
hundred. 

It is against the background of this 
ancient holy place that Mrs. Brooks 
writes "Revelation at Patmos." 

Some churches tell us that they 
look forward each D~cember to our 
Christmas covers on Vil orld Outlooh. 
Others tell us, with some asperity, 
that the Christmas covers always look 
"Catholic." \i\T e make no apologies 
for looking as we look. Of course we 
could say that the "adoration" pic
tures go back before the split in the 
church and that the "Catholic" pic
tures are truly catholic in the sense 
that they belong to the whole Chris
tian church. \i\Te insist that we are 
justified in using any beautiful repre
sentation of the Nativity, no matter 
where it originated. Do our readers 
agree? 

\i\T e hope that our December cover 
will find a place in your observation of 

the Christmas season. 
We in World Outlooh are just 

about to go into our fiftieth year-a 
ve1y auspicious year, indeed. We are 
like some Oriental people who cele
brate the year before the actual birth
day anniversary. 

You may ask how we can be cele
brating a fiftieth birthday when The 
Methodist Church is only twenty 
years old. Vil orld Outlooh, and its 
predecessor, The l\!lissionary Voice, 
served one section of what is now the 
united church, so that the issue num
ber on the index of the magazine goes 
back fifty years-since 1911-that is, 
our bound volume of World Outlooh 
for 1960 will be number 50. We can
not let such an auspicious year pass 
without recognition. 

Each month, beginning with 
January, 1Q60, and going on through 
December, 1960, 1Vorld Outlooh will 
have special features. It will have 
loohs ahead and bachward loohs. Pic
tures will be used from all the mission 
fields in the church. 

The Christmas Conference gave us 
a good time to run the article on 
Thomas Coke. This article is about 
Coke as a great missionary, and not 
just his important work in the early 
Methodist work in America. 

The former Student Volunteer 
Movement (now the Commission on 
\i\Torld Mission of the National Stu
dent Christian Federation) is having 
its quadrennial conference this month. 
Professor Perry has written his stimu~ 
lating article on missionaries of other 
faiths in connection with this confer
ence. \i\Te thought that our readers 
would be interested in this subject. 

VF orld Outlool?. takes a special 
pleasure in storing up accounts of 
Christmas celebrations and worship 
services in many lands for the Letter 
Pages of the December issue. 

If you have not finished your 
Christmas shopping, why not send 
your list on to \i\Torld Outlook's Circu
lation Department, with a check to 
cover single or combination subscrip
tions? (See page 4.) Thus your 
friends will have a gift eve1y month, 
designed to celebrate a very special 
gala year. 

As a final Christmas touch, the 
picture section is on Christmas in the 
United States-slightly different cele
brations from those usually shown. 
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OUTSIDE THE CAMP, by Charles C. 
'Vest. Garden City, New York, 1959: 
Doubleday & Company; 168 pages, 
$3.00. 

As part of the current emphasis of the 
World Student Christian Federation on the 
Life and Mission of the Church, the Na
tional Student Christian Federation ~f the 
United States is sponsoring study of this 
important subject prior to the Eighteenth 
Quadrennial Conference on the Christian 
World Mission to be held in Athens, Ohio, 
December 27-January 2. This book by Dr. 
West is the major book in that study. (A 
special paperback edition is available for 
$1.65 from the Commission on World Mis
sion of the National Student Christian 
Federation, 475 Riverside Drive, New 
York 27, N.Y.). 

Under these circumstances, it is only 
natural that this book should be addressed 
somewhat to students. This method of ap
proach, however, is only that-an ap
proach-and the questions raised by this 
book arc ones with which we arc all pro
foundly concerned. Dr. \Vest is well quali
fied to write such a book. Now assistant 
director of the Ecumenical Institute in 
Bossey, Switzerland, he was formerly a 
missionary to China and is acquainted 
with East Germany. He is the author of 
Communism and the T1zeologia11s. 

From such an author with such a sub
ject, we expect some searching and provoc
tive examination of the church and the 
world today. Dr. West does not disappoint 
us. This book seeks to "shake the founda
tions" of much of our smugness and com
placency. It should start a good many 
arguments among those who read it. This 
is a mark of its vitality and freshness. This 
would be a good book for study and dis
cussion by many groups in the church. We 
can thank the students for making it avail
able to us. 

THE PRESSURE OF OUR COM
MON CALLING, by W. A. Visser 't 
Hooft. Garden City, New York, 1959: 
Doubleday & Company; 90 pages, 
$2.50. 

Still another book about the Life and 
Mission of the Church, bearing the im
primatur of the \Vorld Student Christian 
Federation! For those who fear that they 
will sink beneath the Rood, a word of ex
planation may be in order. The term "life 
and mission" is a big enough tent to cover 
many areas and the W.S.C.F. is bringing 
under its wing many books originally writ
ten for other purposes. Thus, this book was 
originally a series of lectures given at the 
Yale Divinity School by Dr. Visser 't Hooft, 
the general secretary of the \Vorld Coun
cil of Churches. 

\Vhat we do have here is a short ex-
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amination of the reasons for church unity. 
It is, technically, a book on ecumenical 
theology. This phrase has a rather austere 
and forbidding ring as if to warn all but 
dedicated experts to keep out. This is far 
from the truth of the matter, however, for 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft has written a warm, 
illuminating study that is so Biblically
bascd that it is near to being simple Bible 
study. 

The need for such a study is expressed 
by the author when he writes: 

"vV c need such a theology of the ecu
menical movement because a Christian 
movement without theology is like a ship 
without a rudder. . . . One cannot even 
draw up a budget for the vVorld Council 
of Churches without thcologizing. And if 
one acts without any realization that theo
logical issues arc involved, one is likely to 
follow non-theological principles which are 
only a nice expression for worldly mo
tives." 

These are wise words indeed. 
Church unity, then, provides the frame

work of thought for the book. Inevitably, 
however, in looking for the unity of the 
church, there must be a thorough exami
nation of the church itself. This examina
tion is done in terms of the church's calling 
to witness, service, and to fellowship. The 
discussion of these three imperatives and 
of their relatio~ship to one another arc 
stimulating and rewarding. Indeed, their 
implications extend far beyond any tcclmi
cal discussion of church unity, important 
as that subject may be. The discussion of 
the Christian call to witness is one that 
illuminates missionary activity in an im
portant way. 

For those who wish to think about the. 
nature of the Christian church and par
ticularly for those interested in the ecu
menical movement, this little book is 
recommended. 

HALLEY's BIBLE HANDBOOK, by 
Henry H. Halley. Chicago, 1959: pub

lished by the author, Box 774, Chicago 
90, Ill., 968 pages, $3. 

The newly revised and enlarged twcnty
sccond edition of this popular, information
packcd handbook provides helps, illustra
tions, and background for the devotional 

Attention All Subscribers: 

It has become necessary to change 
the closing date for receiving subscrip· 
tions to WonLD OUTLOOK and The 
Methodist Woman. The new closing 
date will be the fifteenth of the month 
preceding the starting issue. For ex
ample, orders received in the office be
fore December 15 under the new plan 
will have subscriptions start with the 
February issue. 

This schedule will be effective Febru
ary 15, 1960-the deadline for sub
scriptions to begin with the April issue. 

We appreciate your cooperation in 
this matter which will facilitate earlier 
delivery of the magazine. 

reading ·and study of the Bible. It is con
servative, practical, and well organized. 

I FOUND GOD IN SOVIET RUSSIA, 
by John Noble. New York, 1959: St. 
Martin's press; 192 pages, $2.95. 

A young American Protestant tells what 
he learned of religious life in Russia during 
the years from 1945 to 1958 when he was 
a prisoner in Soviet labor camps. It is an 
inspiring story of the struggle of Christians 
to. maintain their faith under the domina
tion of atheistic communism. 

ALL MEN ARE BROTHERS, Life and 
Thoughts of Mahatma Gandhi as 
Told in His Own Words. Paris and 
New York, 1959: UNESCO and Co
lumbia University Press; 196 pages; 
$4.75. 

At its general conference in 1956, the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (the much-maligned 
UNESCO) authorized the publication of 
a memorial volume honoring Gandhi. This 
is that volume and its publication comes at 
an opportune time. 

To many, Gandhi has already begun to 
recede to the dim status of a historical 
figure-a dark, little man in large glasses 
sitting at a spinning wheel who somehow 
(mysteriously) had something to do with 
Indian independence. 

To those in India, this time of internal 
strife and external threats provides a time 
of severe testing for the principle of non
violence. In a different context, American 
Negroes led by Martin Luther King have 
adopted non-violence in their struggle for 
equality. Again, the vast destructiveness of 
nuclear warfare has raised anew the ques
tion of non-violence. 

The present book consists of excerpts 
from Gandhi's writings on such subjects as 
religion and truth, international peace, 
democracy and the people, and education. 
There is a short introduction by S. 
Radhakrislman, the philosopher and vicc
prcsidcnt of India,. and a chapter of au
tobiographical writings. 

The career and life of Gandhi has al
ways been a challenge to Christianity. A 
man of the loftiest ideals and character, he 
has always been an ethical inspiration 
while at the same time maintaining the 
Hindu position that denies the special 
revelation of the incarnation. Sympathetic 
and respectful to Christianity's moral as
pirations, he repudiated its theological 
foundations. This has always made Gandhi 
particularly attractive to extreme liberals 
theologically and posed a problem for those 
who identify religion and morality too 
closely. 

For all of these reasons, this book cannot 
help but be a fascinating one. Gandhi was 
indeed one of the "movers and shakers" of 
our modern world with whom we must all 
come to terms of one sort or another. This 
book is an excellent introduction to this 
thought and an exciting memorial to a 
truly great man. 
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THE MOVING ··FINGER·· WRITES · 
'Valter Freytag Dies; 
Mission Authority 

DR. FREYTAG 

Dr. \i\lalter Frey
tag, sixty, professor 
of Missions and 
Ecumenical Studies 
at the University of 
Hamburg, died sud
denly in Germany 
on October 24. He 
was vice-chairman 
of the International 

Missionary Council and chairman of the 
Division of Studies of the World Coun
cil of Churches. 

One of the foremost living authorities 
on Christian missions, the German the
ologian was honored recently by the 
publication of . a 500-page volume, 
Basileia, in honor of his sixtieth birth
day. 

Dr. Freytag was director of the 
German Missionary Council which is 
made up of thirty mission societies. The 
Lutheran scholar was widely known 
throughout the Christian "\Norld. The 
volume of essays on mission and unity 
published in his honor includes contri
butions by American theologians and 
church leaders. Among them are Dr. 
Henry P. Van Dusen, president of 
Union Theological Seminary, New 
York; Dr. Eugene L. Smith, Methodist 
Board of Missions; Dr. John Mackay, 
former president of Princeton Theo
logical Seminary; Archbishop Iakovos 
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
North and South America;. and Dr. 0. 
Frederick Nolde of the World Council 
of Churches. 

Born in Thuringia, Germany, May 
28, I899, Dr. Freytag was educated at 
Tubingen, Marburg, and Halle Uni
versities. In I 925 he received a doctorate 
in psychology and education from Ham
burg University. He became director of 
the German Missionary Council in 
I 926. He attended International Mis
sionary Council conferences in J erusa
lem in I 928; Tambaram, India, in I 938; 
in Whitby, Canada, in I947; in Wil
lingen, Germany, in I 952; and m 
Ghana, Africa, in I 957. 

In the I 930's Dr. Freytag made an 
extensive tour to do research "\Nork on 
the impact of Christianity on the primi
tive culture of New Guinea, the semi
civilized culture of Indonesia, and the 
mature culture of China. The results 
were published in England under the 
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James JI. :Moore Photo 

\Vhen the Bishop Herbert \Velcli Memorial Chapel at the Methodist Theological 
Seminary in Se01il, Korea, was recently dedicated, those tahing part incl11ded Bishop 
Chong Pil Kim (left) and former bishop H.yunghi ]. Lew of the Korean Methodist 
Church. The clia11ei is dedicated to Bishop and Mrs. V./ elch. It seats 700 and cost 
$50,000 to build. Bishop ii'i/ elch had his episcopal residence in Seoul from 1916 to 
1928. 

title The $pirit11al Revolution in the 
East. He was -one of the first Germans 
to visit England and America after 
World \i\lar IL 

The German scholar \Vas prominent 
in the formation of the \i\lorld .Council 
of Churches and was on one of the 
main commissions at the first assembly 
of the \i\lorld Council of Churches in 
Amsterdam in I 948. He was also at the 
second assembly of the~'i\lorld Council 
in Evanston, Ill., I 954. He was a mem
ber of the Joint Committee of the \i\Torld 
Council of Churches and the Interna
tional Missionary Council. 

Dr. Freytag made a visit to the 
Chinese churches in I 957. 

He was . present at the meeting at 
Prapat, Indonesia, when the East Asia 
Christian Conference vvas organized in 
I 957 and attended the first assembly of 
that body in I 959 in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaya. 

In the recent anniversary volume 
dedicated to vValter Freytag, he was 
called a pivotal figure "in the life and 
thought of the Christian missionary 
movement" and of the ecumenical move
ment. 

Maude 'Vhite Hardie 
Dies .at Sixty-six 

Mrs. Mau cl e 
\i\Thite Hardie, a re
tired executive of 
the Woman's Divi
sion of Christian 
Service o f T h e 
Methodist Church, 
and well known in 
the denomination as 

MRS. HARDIE a writer of inspira
tional verse and worship programs, died 
in the Methodist Hospital, Brooklyn, 
New York, on October I I, at the age 
of 66. She was the widow of Charles 
H. Hardie, well-known Brooklyn 
churchman. 

Born in Hancock, N. Y., she was 
educated at Wellesley College, Colum
bia University, and Union Theological 
Seminary. Before her marriage she 
taught in the high schools of New York 
City. 

Before the unification of Methodism, 
Mrs. Hardie was officially active in the 
\i\Toman's Foreign Missionary Society 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church as 
home base cultivation secretary, and 
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AN ACTIVE WORKER 
WHETHER that home be just around the 
corner or half way around the world ... 
THE CHRISTIAN HOME is a proven guide 
for parents in the rearing of children from 
infancy through those trying teen years. 

THE CHRISTIAN HOME is always on the 
job providing Christian answers to problems 
in all phases of parenthood and family liv
ing. It has guided Christian families over 
the years with soundness and good judg
ment. 

THE CHRISTIAN HOME provides the 
connecting link in the church-family rela
tionship as it offers the Christian viewpoint 
on all subjects of parent and family con
cern. It stimulates active program participa
tion among present church members. It 
encourages new families to come into the 
circle of church activity. 

THE CHRISTIAN HOME provides guid
ance and inspiration with which to build the 
strong family life so necessary in Christian 
living. 

THE CHRISTIAN HOME contains au
thoritative, practical articles, presented by 
prominent educators, counselors and cler
gymen and by other parents, too. These 
articles impart valuable information and 
advice on typical family problems and help 
parents guide their children through all 
phases of growth. 

THE CHRISTIAN HOME should have the 
chance to carry on its work in every home 
... whether just around the corner or half 
way around the world. 
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ON THE HOME FRONT 

50c 
PER QUARTER 

IN QUANTITY TO CHURCHES 

$2.50 
PER YEAR 

INDIVIDUAL SUBSCRIPTION TO 
HOME ADDRESS 

Please order from store serving you 

Atlanta 3 • Baltimore 3 • Boston 16 • Chicago 11 
Cincinnati 2 • Dallas 1 • Detroit 1 • Kansas City 6 
Los Angeles 29 • Nashville 2 • New York 11 • Pittsburgh 30 
Portland 5 Richmond 16 San Francisco 2 
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:Methodist Inrormation 

Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam (right) is shown receiving the U1Jper Room Award for 
service to world Christian Fellowship from Dr. ]. Manning Potts, editor of The 
Upper Room. The award is given anmwlly. Presentation was made at a dinner in 
Baltimore. 

later corresponding secretary for the 
New York Branch and official corre
spondent for South Africa. Mrs. Hardie 
served as secretary of spiritual life of 
the Northeastern Jurisdiction, \i\Toman's 
Society of Christian Service, for the 
years 1940-44; and was several times a 
delegate to the General and Jurisdiction
al conferences. For most of her life she 
was a member of Janes Methodist 
Church, Brooklyn. 

After Mr. Hardie's death, she joined 
the staff of the Joint Section of Educa
tion and Cultivation of the Board of 
Missions, retiring in 1957. 

She was well known for her writings 
in studies, programs, and leaflets of the 
\i\Toman's Division of Christian Service, 
and for special articles and poems in 
Tlze Methodist Hf oman and World 
Outlooh. 

Mrs. Hardie is survived by one sister, 
Miss Viola \i\Thite, of Middlebury, 
Vermont. 

Bishop Smith to Head 
Latin-American "\\7 ork 

Bishop \i\T. Angie Smith, Oklahoma 
City, has been chosen to supervise 
tempormily The l\1ethodist Church in 
Panama, Peru, Chile and Costa Rica. 

He will do this, effective immediately, 
in addition to heading the Oklahoma
Ncw Mexico Arca of The Methodist 
Church. 

DECEMBER 1959 

The announcement was made Oc
tober 22 by Bishop Roy I-I. Short, Nash
ville, secretary of the Methodist Council 
of Bishops. 

Bishop Smith was given the added 
responsibility by the c~uncil's executive 
committee .. 

He will replace Bishop Julio Manuel 
Sabanes, Santiago, Chile, who had to 
retire because of illness. He will serve 
until a new bishop is elected next 
summer. 

The four Latin American countries 
comprise what is called officially the 
Santiago Area of The Methodist 
Church. 

Bishop Smith is 0 president of the 
Methodist General Board of Evangelism, 
president of the Board of Missions' 
Joint Section of Education and Cultiva
tion, and a past president of the Meth
odist Council of Bishops. 

Methodist Statistics 
Released by Hoover 

Membership in The Methodist 
Church in the United States has risen 
to 9,815,459. This was reported Oct. 27 
bv the Rev. Albert C. Hoover, director 
of the church's statistical office. This 
represents a net gain of 123,543 over 
last year's figure, or an increase of 1.27 
per cent. 

The 9,815,459 figure includes the 
denomination's 27, 750 ministers, but 

II Your Child Is 
A Poor Reader 

See how The Sound Way To Easy Readint:. can 
help him to read and spell better in a few weeks. 
New home-tutormg course drills your child in 
phonics with records and cards. Easy to use. 
University tests and parents' reports show chil
dren gain up to full year's 1trade in 6 weeks! 
Write for free illustrated folder and low price. 
Bremner-Davis Phonics, Dept. R-63 Wilmette, Ill. 

DEPT. &D SCRANTON 2, PA.-CHICO, CAL. 

I 

FUND RAISERS 1· Sell HAND MADE COPPER JEWELRY. We'll . 
scn<l choice! selection on consignment. P:iy :after · 
the driYe for items sold, return b:ihncc, Reserve · 
e:irly. Colored photo owallablc. : 

DIO HOFFMANDO . 
201-\\7, Day Street, New Haven 11, Conn. : 

A comPLETE LIBRARY OF 

'RELIGIOUS fiLMS 
WR.ITE FOR YOUR. FREE COPY 

OF OUR FILM CATALOG 
THE Pf<.OJ ECTOR 

{11LM {11BRARY ~ERVICE 
'Jfie 'Metliotfi'ft P116fishi11g JfousL.J 

Pf,as' otrlu from Haus, J'ning you 
!lahimo" 3 • Chicago 11 • Cincinnoti 2 • Dollos l 
o,rroit 1 • Konsos City 6 • Nosh'i11' 2 • N'w York 11 
Pithburgh JO • Portlcn:t S • kichmond 16 • Son FronciJCo 2 

Shop of Our COKESBURY BOOK STORES in thue citiu: 
Atlonta, 72 !rood St., N.W. • Boston, Sn !aylston St. 

Los Angclu, 524.t Santo Monico !IJd. 
Uosh,ill, • .C17 Church St. 

CLOGGED SEWERS 
CLEANED INSTANTLY 

SAVES PLUMBING BILLS 
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Share Your 

(hristnzas . . . 
. . . with the world's neediest 

sufferers-the leprosy-stricken and 

their children. 

Modern drugs and surgery can 

now halt this disease and repair its 

ravages. But only a small fraction 

of the world's estimated 20 million 

leprosy victims receive any kind of 

treatment. 

A Christmas gift from you will 

help to make Our Lord's birthday a 

happy day for thousands who are 

being cared for by your missionaries 

throughout the world. 

Send your gift today, in His name, 
to 

American Leprosy Missions, Inc. 
156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 

Free to WRITERS 
seeking a book publisher 

Two fact-filled, illustrated brochures tell how 
to publish your book, get 40% royalties, na
tional advertising, publicity and promotion. 
Free editorial appraisal. Write Dept. RHU-12 

Exposition Press/ 386 4th Ave., N.Y. 16 

NOW ... 3 SIZES 

Order from 
your dealer 

Unbreakable ... noise-free ..• 
lightweight ... boilproof com· 
munion glasses ... $1.25 Dciz. 

FR ff sample of each size 

~M~mss mos co. 
70 Pearl St., Brookline 46, Mass. 

does not include I ,536,419 preparatory 
members (baptized children). 

Director Hoover's report is based on 
the latest statistics furnished his office 
by the church's 100 annual (regional) 
conferences in the 50 states and Puerto 
Rico and Cuba for the fiscal year, 1958-
59. Cuba is included in the tabulation 
because it is affiliated with the church's 
Jacksonville (Fla.) Area. Other work 
of the church overseas is not included 
in any of the figures. 

The official statistics will be published 
early in 1960 in a volume of some 800 
pages under the title, "1959 General 
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UNS Photo 

. King Hmsein of Jordan (right) is shown expressing his thanhs to A. Rmsell 
Stevenson of Church World Service for the aid given by the relief agency to Bedouins 
and Arab refugees in Jordan. Their meeting took place in Amman during a recent 
two-month t011r of tlze Middle and Far East by Dr. Stevenson. 

Minutes of the Annual Conferences 
of The Methodist Church." 

The church received 763,464 mem
bers during the past year-380,204 of 
them on profession of faith, but losses 
by transfer, death and other causes cut 
the net gain down to 123,543. 

The report shows that there are 39,236 
organized Methodist churches, 81 less 
than a year ago. The grand total paid by 
these churches for all purposes 
amounted to $512,164,658-an increase 
of $28,679,341 over the previous year. 

Total membership of the church 
schools is now 7,154,254, a gain of 
nearly 42,000 over last year. There is 
an average Sunday school attendance 
of 3,739,881, nearly 55,000 more than 
last year. 

Local units of the \i\Toman's Society 
of Christian Service increased to 31,864, 
a gain of 579 over last year. More than 
500 new chapters of Methodist Men 
were also chartered, bringing the total 
number up to 11,209. 

Estimated value of all church build
ings was reported at $2,555,838,779-an 
increase of more than 157 million dollars 
over last year. The amount spent for 
buildings and improvements-$115,-
005,879-was a drop of some four and 
a half million dollars from last year's 
figure, but the churches paid $59,836,-
906 on indebtedness, $7,693,430 more 

than was paid on debts the year before. 
Total amount paid in salaries to 

pastors and associate pastors was $91,-
209, 722, an increase of about five mil
lion over last year. 

The amount given for all benevol
ences was $75,498,724, a gain of $6,251,-
121 when compared to last year's figure 
of $69,247,603. 

Family Planning 
Gets Strong Support 

Strong support ·for family planning 
as part of the answer to the world-wide 
"population explosion" is giveh in a 
long awaited report of a special Christian 
study group, published in the Ecu
menical Review. The report is released 
for the first time in the quarterly journal 
of the World Council of Churches, 
published in Geneva, Switzerland. 

Accepting the thesis that the limita-
. tion or spacing of children is morally 
valid, the group held that "there appears 
to be no moral distinction between the 
means now known or practiced, by the 
use whether of estimated periods of 
infertility or of artificial barriers to the 
meeting of the sperm and ovum--or 
indeed of drugs which would, if made 
effective and safe, inhibit or control 
ovulation in a calculable way." 

Noting that the current populatibn 
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explosion which means an annual in
crease of fifty million persons causes 
grave "social, political, economic and 
even religious repercussions," the study 
group states that "its shock waves buffet 
countless human families." 

Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox 
churchmen were participants in the 
study group on "Responsible Parenthood 
and the Population Problem." The 
Orthodox member indicated that the 
historic and doctrinal position of that 
church requires a different approach to 
certain points. The most notable differ
ence was on the question of family 
planning. According to Orthodox teach
ing the only means of family limitation 
allowable is by the means of marital 
abstinence. 

The study group, made up of twenty
one theologians, doctors, students of the 
family and of international affairs, in
cluding a number of women, met at 
Mansfield College, Oxford, England, in 
April, 1959. Dr. Norman Goodall, 
London, England, secretary of the Joint 
Committee of the two world Christian 
organizations, was convener and chair
man of the study group. Dr. Richard M. 
Fagley, New York, executive secretary 
of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, was secretary. The 
meeting \Vas called at the request of 
officers of the International Missionarv 
Council and the \i\Torlcl Council a'f 
Churches. 

The purpose was to stimulate more 
serious ecumenical study on the popu
lation problem and the related question 
of family planning. 

The group held that advances made 
in medical knowledge give husband and 
wife the responsibility in Christian con
science to use this knowledge "in rela
tion to the procreation and nurture of 
children." 

The group was described as "broadly 
representative of the confessional fami
lies in the ecumenical movement." Dr. 
Norman Goodall stressed that the stuclv 
group spoke in its own name and it~ 
findings do not bind the \i\Torld Council 
or related agencies. 

The study group recognized the need 
for comprehensive and balanced pro
grams of economic and social develop
ment, including an extension of family 
planning, in overpopulated and under
developed areas. The report stresses the 1 

responsibilities which rest upon individ
ual parents, and upon the churches in 
the guidance of parents. 

The main section of the report, on 
"The Meaning of Responsible Parent
hood," sets forth the study group's own 
conclusion. It desc1ibecl the marriage 
relationship in terms of Biblical concept 
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My ~ister is 
Hr.mgrytoo! 

Hardly daring to hope, the little ones of 
China lift their eyes. Too often there is no 
one to see ... no mother to dry their tears, 
no father to heal their hurts, for their 
parents have been torn from them by the 
horrors of war and famine. 

Thousands of these children are finding 
their way to Hong Kong, where Christian 
Herald's Faith-Love Orphanage is waiting 
to make a real home for them. Here, they 
receive food and clothing, little chores to 
do-and most important- LOVE - and the 
wonderful chance of finding a foster parent. 

Your Share in the Future 
Do YOU want a little boy or girl-a home

less, love-starved child who may one day be 
a leader in China's future ... a preacher, a 
teacher, a nurse or a statesman? 

For just ten dollars a month you can 
"adopt" a child ... and save him for to
morrow through the miracle of your love. 
You receive a picture of him, the story of 
his life, and a description of his personal 
characteristics. You have the joy of cor
responding with "your" child yourself and 
receiving letters in reply. You may cancel 
the arrangement at any time, for nothing 
binds you but the heartstrings of a child. 

You don't have to send a year's support 
now, not even support for six months. Just 
ten dollars will let us tell your child that 
somebody loves him. 

Will you "adopt" a child now? The 
cost to you is so very small but the 
reward is as big as a little child's love, 

PLEASE MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 

of convenant which is expressed in 
companionship, and normally in parent
hood. "Marriage has i~s fullness where 
both are attained." 

The argu~cnt next turns to the re
sponsibilities imposed by the new knowl
edge given by Goel. The medical 
knowledge which has reduced infant 
mortalitv has also "created a :iew area 
for responsible decision." New knowl
edge of procreation enlarges this area 
of decision. The group put forward five 
consiclera tions which bear upon the 
choices of responsible parenthood: the 
integrity of the marriage; the claims of 
children as persons in their own right; 
the witness of a Christian familv in 
society; the needs of the social orcl~r of 
which the family forms part: and church 
tradition. It also urged the duty of 
Christians in wealthier regions to wml 
for conditions in less developed lands 
conducive to the exercise of free and 
responsible decisions of the type sup
ported. 

New Race Statement 
Proposed for 1960 

A more comprehensive statement on 
"The Methodist Church and Race" 
than that appearing in the 1956 Disci
pline will be presented for consideration 

r--
1 Christian Herald 

Industrial Missions In China 
I 27 East 39th Street • Room 66 
I New York 16, N. Y. 

I ~~~~f es~n~~\11d maendas se~1d '' i:~11~1~f~~ .;o~ic~ 
I ture and case history as soon as possible. 

I o ~ ~.1m1~~ed:~~o~stom:iv~r~\5n~oa~hh'~;~~~ 
f ~~~g~~~~~r;£aanndy Iti~~: cancel the ar-

1 O I enclose $180 as payment for a fuil 
year. :· I 0 I cannot provide complete su1mort for 
a child. but I wish to have a share and 

I I enclose $ ....................... .. 

I I MY NAME .................................... . 

I ADDRESS ..................................... . 

1

1 

'T v~~R ·~~·ti~Ri~.u~i~~H1~· ·o~~r~~1.8L~ 'i .. 
L J ~N~N~~ ~X -=-~R: ___ l .J 

bv the 1960 General Conference. 
. Proposed changes in the present state

ment were adopted at the semi-annual 
meeting of the church's General Board 
of Social and' Economic Relations in 
Chicago Oct. 14-15. If approved by the 
1960 General Conference in Denver, 
the revised statement vvould replace 
Paragraph 2026 in the 1956 Discipline's 
section on miscellaneous resolutions. 

Principal changes in the statement 
involve the insertion of new and specific 
sections on the elimination of discrimi
nation in education, employment and 
housing and strengthening the section 
on support for pastors of churches in 
changing neighborhoods. 

The preamble to the nc\v statement 
remains cssentiallv the same as that in 
the present Discipline. It begins with 
the declaration: "The teaching of our 
Lord is that all men arc brothers. The 
Master permits no discrimination be
cause of race, color, or national origin." 
It , emphasizes the changing racial 
climate of the world and reiterates the 
basic position of The Methodist Church 
against discrimination. 

The new statement then lists a ten
point program to replace the six points 
in the present resolution. 

In other actions, the board reiterated 
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The beautiful story of Christmas ... 
told in words we use today 
The Revised Standard Version Bible is written in the language we use today. It is the most sought. 
after book in America ... and an ideal Christmas gift for those you love. Scripture actually means 
more to your loved ones when they read this Bible, because it is easier to understand. Yet none ol 

the original power and beauty of the King James Version is lost. 
Make this a more meaningful season of Christmas giving. Give a Revised Standard 

Version Bible. You can choose from many handsome editions. Pictured at right is the 
Concordance-Reference edition, in buckram cover. Price: $9. At left is one of several 
beautiful leatherbound editions of especially thin; durable papers. They are priced from 
$12.50 to $22.50. Over eighty editions of the Revised Standard Version Bible are now 
available from $3.00. 

Now on sale at your bookstore and denominational publish Ing house. 

PUBLISHED EXCLUSIVELY BY 

The Revised Standard Version Bible THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
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its earlier approval of the proposed 
merger of three of the church's boards 
dealing with social concerns-the Board 
of Temperance, vVashington, D. C., and 
the Boards of World Peace and Social 
and Economic Relations, both located 
in Chicago. The proposed merger is 
under study by the Coordinating Coun
cil and will be acted on by the 1960 
General Conference. 

In case of a merger of the three boards, 
the Boar:d of Social and Economic Re
lations recommended that problems of 
race be assigned to its successor division 
of the new board. The board also ex
pressed its approval of a common head
quarters in \i\Tashington, D. C., for the 
merged units. 

A cooperative survey to study progress 
in non-discriminatory practices was 
urged upon all institutions of the 
church. The board also voted to enter 
upon "a vigorous program of education 
and action looking toward the establish
ment of open occupancy in housing" 
and that "an open occupancy covenant 
should be considered as one of the tech
niques in the implementation of this 
:program." 

New Church 
In Norway's Arctic 

Church extension and evangelism 
continue to be important emphases of 
the small (about 9,000 members) but 
vigorous Methodist Church of Norway. 
This is evidenced by recent cornerstone
layings, starting of new churches and 

· evangelistic programs. 
Methodists in the far northern part 

of Norway gathered recently in the tovvn 
of Finnsnes for a rally to mark the open
ing of another new Methodist church 
north of the Arctic Circle. Meanwhile, 
further south, Bishop Odd Hagen of the 
Stockholm episcopal area laid the corner
stone for a new church in Tistedal, and 
the congregation at Skien began pro
gram of rehabilitation and remodeling 
designed to make their church one of 
the most beautiful in the city. 

On September 6 Norway's Crown 
Prince Harald laid the cornerstone of a 
new Methodist Youth Home in Fredrik
stad, named "Harald" in honor of the 
young prince. The Rev. Dr. Arne-Jacob 
Kristoffersen, Methodist news corre
spondent for Scandinavia, reported that 
the cornerstone was the first ever laid 
hv the crown prince. 
. In the area of evangelism, Norwegian 

Methodists have received help recently 
from the Rev. Trygve Fossen of Ameri
can Methodism and Indian Methodist 
evangelist, Augustine Salins. 

DECEMBER 1959 

$20,000,000 in Year 
Raised for Churches 

The Methodist Board of Missions, 
through its "professional fund-raising 
service," helped 268 local Methodist 
churches raise $20,438,809 for building 
programs in the twelve months ending 
May 31, 1959, the director of the "fund
raising service" reports. 

The Rev. Alton I-I. Lowe, Philadel
phia, Pa., director of the Department of 
Finance and Field Service of the board's 
Division of National Missions, said that 
the figure for the 1958-59 fiscal year 
brings to more than $161,000,000 the 
amount raised since the fund-raising 
service was begun in 1932. Of that 
amount, $123,000,000 has been raised in 
the last seven years. 

Mr. Lowe directs a corps of fifteen 
Methodist ministers, whose full-time job 
it is to direct financial crusades (cam
paigns) for building funds in churches 
and church-related agencies. In January 
he succeeded the Rev. Dr. F. Olin Hunt 
as director of the Department of Finance 
and Field Service. For seventeen vears, 
Mr. Lowe was himself a campaign 
director and because of the pressure of 
demands for fund-raising service, he con
tiimes to direct local church campaigns 
as well as to supervise the department's 
work. 

The $20,438,809 raised in the 1958-
59 fiscal year represents a drop of about 
$7,000,000 from the amount raised in 
fiscal 1957-58, Mr. Lqwe said, but is 
the highest· amount raised in any year 
except 1957-58 ($28,000,000) or 1956-
57 ($31,000,000). 

"The flood of requests for fund-rais
ing services continues unabated," lVIr. 
Lowe said. "All signs indicate ·that the 
demand will probably go on indefinitely, 
as Methodism continues to build hun
dreds of new churches and ·renovate 
and enlarge thousands of others. 

"The assignment schedule for all of 
the crusade directors is completely filled 
for many months. Dozens of churches 
ask for help, but there simply is no 
one to send. The services that the De
partment of Finance and Field Service 
is able to render are limited only by the 
number of directors available. The size 
of church or crusade has no bearing on 
the willingness of the department to 
service. Every church gets the same 
consideration and quality of direction." 

A specialized phase of the depart
ment's program l\1r. Lowe said, is the 
work of three professional builders, who 
help mission and low income churches 
in their building programs. During the 
twelve months ending May 31, 1959, 
the builders assisted 376 churches in 

Give Your Church 

THIS MEMORIAL 
ABOVE ALL! 
l\Iemorial Bells by Schulmerich!® 
What a uniquely wonderful way 
to remember a loved one! And 
surely your church would ap
preciate receiving these pure
toned Schulmerich bells as a 
"living" reminder, too ... as a gift 
from yon ... in your own name. 
Appropriate plaque, if desired. 

SCHULMERICH 
CARILLONS, INC. 

33129 CARILLON HILL• SELLERSVILLE, PA. 

A Ringing Tribute! 

Get the New Book 

Loving! 

Living! 

Lasting! 

®Trademark of Bell 
Instruments Produced by 
Schulmerich Carillons Inc. 

Why We Believe in CREATION 
Not in EVOLUTION 
by Dr. Fred John Meldau $3.75 

1700 documented, scientific FACTS disproving 
evolution and proving God's creative work. 
Nothing like it in print. 348 p.p. handsomely 
bound. At your bookstore, or postpaid from 
CHRISTIAN VICTORY PUB. CO., Denver 11, Colo. 

DEPT. 16 SCRANTON 2, PA.-CHICO, CAL. 

BENTLEY & SIMON 
quality CHOIR ROBES 
have set the standard 
of excellence ever 
since 1912. Custom
tailored of fine fabrics, 
for your lasting enjoyment. 
PULPIT ROBES, too,made 
In the same quality way. 

Write for Catalog F-5 

BENTLEY & 
SIMON Inc. 

1 West 36 SI.. H y 18. H y 
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North American Indian Grandmother 

Gentleman of Old Korea 

Puerto Rican Boys 

Children of Great Smoky Mountains 

Rural Church in Africa 

Students of Raiwind School -Pakistan 

~ Annuity ~ Gives You 
Guaranteed High Return, Unquestioned 
Safety and a Share in World-wide Missions 
No other investment you can make accomplishes ~o 
much. Send for booklet "Bright Horizons" and learn 
full details of the triple benefits which you will enjoy 
under The Annuity Plan. Your income, guaranteed 
for life, never varies, is not affected by financial or 
economic conditions and is always paid on time. 
Your return (up to 7.4%) is further increased because 
you enjoy a tax reduction on income and a gift de
duction on a part of the principal sum. 

Annuity reserves are handled in accordance with the 
New York State insurance laws and are kept in a segre
gated fund which cannot be used for any other purpose. 

Missionary outreach is the true work of the church. 
"Go ye .•. "applies to every Christian. Recognizing 
this, many Jong to do something substantial for mis
sions but need an income during life. The Annuity 
Plan provides the answer. You make the largest 
possible gift to the extension of 
the Kingdom while enjoying 
the greatest possible return. 

Mail Coupon for FREE Book 
"Bright Horizons" is a new attractive book, rich in illustrations 
and crammed with information on missionary work at home and X, 
abroad. Tells the whole story of The Annuity Plan. Answers all ~Ji:: · ' ·'' 

your ~~estions. Gives you a --------~---- ;iJf 
new v1s10n of world need and Division of World Missions and "''·&4 .. 
a better grasp of the broader Division of National Missions of 
aspects of world-wide Christ- the Board of Missions of 

ian service. A helpful guide THE METHODIST CHURCH 

to truer, wiser stewardship, 475 Riverside Dr., New York 27, N. Y. Dept. W012-36-9 
Get your copy today. Attention of the Treasurer 
You can remember the Mission
ary Work in yourWill.leaveyour 
money outright for Missions 
or provide at your death for 
the purchase of Annuities to be 
paid heirs during their lifetime. 

THE METHODIST 
CHURCH 

Please send FREE copy of beautiful 
new book "Bright Horizons" telling the missionary story 
and giving full information regarding The Annuity Plan. 

Depl.N~:12~3::: 27~75N::er~i::kor. 1:._uy ---------- zo:~Sia:_-=-=._ 

48 [ 644] 

drawing architectural plans, letting .con
tracts and supervising construction. The 
work of the builders is entirely of a 
missionary nature, for which the 
churches assisted pay nothing, Mr. 
Lowe said. 

The Department of Finance and Field 
Service is entirely self-supporting, Mr. 
Lowe said. The salaries and expenses 
of the crusade directors and the builders 
and the office administrative expense are 
paid from the modest fees which the 
department charges for its fund-raising 
service, he said. 

"The fees paid by the smaller 
churches are less than the average cost 
of providing fund-raising service," Mr. 
Lowe said, "while those paid by the 
larger ones are generally some"vhat more 
than the average. Thus the financially 
stronger churches are able to help make 
this service available to weaker ones." 

Mr. Lowe said that in churches where 
they work, the directors organize and 
train canvassers, preach on stewardship 
and endeavor to unite the congregation 
in a spiritual fellowship. The average 
crusade lasts about two weeks. In each 
crusade, "raising spiritual sights is con
sidered more important than raising 
money although both are stressed and 
represent the objective," Mr. Lowe said. 

Acting President 
Named at Gammon 

At the recent meeting of the Board 
of Trustees of Gammon Theological 
Seminary, the Reverend M. J. Wynn 
was . elected Acting President and 
Director of the Seminary. Mr. Wynn 
had formerly served as Professor of 
Homiletics and Dean of Students in the 
Seminary. He succeeds Dr. Harry V. 
Richardson, who entered into full-time 
work as President of the Interdenomi- \ 
national Theological Center in Atlanta. 

Mr. Wynn had been a member of 
the Gammon faculty for six years. 
Prior to coming to Gammon he had 
served as a pastor in the Georgia Con
ference and as a college chaplain at 
Bethune-Cookman College, Daytona 
Beach, Florida. He holds the A.B. degree 
from Clark College, the B.D. degree 
from Gammon Seminary, and the M.A. 

· degree from Atlanta University. He also 
has done graduate study at Boston and 
New York Universities and Garrett 
Biblical Institute. He is Vice-President 
of the Inter-Alumni Council of the 
United Negro College Fund, President 
of the Clark College Alumni Association 
and active in community affairs. 

Gammon Seminary is one of the 
participating institutions in the Inter
denominational Theological Center. As 
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Director and Acting President of Gam
mon, Mr. \Vynn will guide the new role 
of this old and distinguished theological 
institution. 

Christian 'Vriters 
'Vorkshop in Mexico 

The first Latin American Christian 
\Vriters' \Vorkshop was held in Mexico 
City from September 30 to October 12. 
It brought together fifty-nine representa
tives of eight denominations from nine 
countries of the Caribbean area. 

One of five regional Christian litera
ture conferences, the workshop was 
organized by the Committee on \i\Torld 
Literacy and Christian Literature of the 
Division of Foreign Missions of the 
National Council of Churches (popu
larly known as Lit-Lit) regional Chris
tian literature organizations. 

Director of the workshop was Dr. 
G. Baez-Camargo, Literature Secretary 
for Latin America, noted author, poet 
and journalist. Dr. Frederick Rex, Edu
cation Secretary of Lit-Lit, was Dean of 
Instruction. 

Eight workshops offered intensive 
sh1dy and practice in writing children's 
literature, poetry, religious drama and 
Christian education materials. Devo
tional writing, fundamentals of journal
ism, novel and short story, and poster 
making and book illustration were 
subjects of work sessions. 

Leaders of individual sessions were 
Dr. Benjamin Browne, Executive 
Director of the Board of Education and 
Publication of the American Baptist 
Convention, i\frs. Dorothv Clarke \i\Til
son, author and drama -teacher, i\lliss 
Marion Van Horne, 'Literature Secre
tary of Lit-Lit, and Prof. Francisco 
Monterde, writer, literary critic and pro- · 
fessor of literature of the National Uni
versitv of Mexico. 

A l1ighlight of the workshop was the 
creation by participants of an Evangel
ical \!\lriters' Fellowship (Caribbean 
area). It is planned to increase fellow
ship among Protestant writers and to 
improve and increase all forms of Chris
tian literature by national authors of 
the area. 

The new organization expects to join 
the larger fellowship of Latin American 
Protestant authors when regional groups 
l'or Spanish-speaking Latin America and 
Brazil arc formed. 

Founder and director of the world 
wide Christian \Vritcrs, International. 
Dr. Benjamin Browne invited the new 
fellowship to join in the preparations 
for the 1962 International Christian 
\Vriters' Conference to be held at Green 
Lake, \Visconsin, U.S.A. Lit-Lit am' 

DECEl\lilEn J959 

Correspondence Notes and Envelopes 
EACH SHEET WITH A PHOTO OF YOUR CHURCH 

a Year-Around Seller! 
Quickly, easily sold for $1 per box of 24 sheets and 
24 envelopes. Generous profits for your church 
group. No experience necessary. For samples and 
full information, just write: 
SPALDING PUBLISHERS, Dept. WO , 754 E. 76th St., Chicaio 19, Ill. 

Christian \Vriters, International, arc 
joint sponsors of the coming conference. 

The Mexico City Christian \i\Triters' 
\Vorkshop is the tenth such institute 
held under Lit-Lit sponsorship in 1959. 

Evangelistic Visit 
To Dominican Republic 

For the third year, the Evangelical 
(Protestant) Church of the Dominican 
Republic will be host early in 1960 to 
a team of fifteen to twenty visiting evan
gelists from the United States. 

The evangelistic crusade, to be con
ducted by the visitors in cooperation 
with the ministers and laymen of the 
Evangelical Church, is part of a five
year "forward movement" of the Domin
ican church. The church has about 3,-
000 members in twenty-four churches. 

All of the evangelists will go to the 
Dominican Republic at the invitation 
of the Evangelical Church, accord
ing to the Rev. Dr. Charles Parkin, 
Philadelphia, Pa., chairman of the 
Board for 'Cluistian \\iork in Santo 
Domingo, the interdenominational body 

. which represents American denomina
tions in their work with the Evangelical 
Church. Dr. Parkin, who is the director 
of the Advance Department of the Di
vision of National Missions of the Board 
of i\ilissions, has served as a representa
tive on the board for several years. 

The Ame1ican evangelists will hold 
preaching missions and do visitation 
evangelism with Dominican ministers 
and laymen. During the 1959 crusade, 
more than 500 "decisions for Christ" 
were made, Dr. Parkin said. 

Three American denominations will 
supply the visiting evangelists-The 
Methodist Church, the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church, and the 
United Presbyterian Church in the 
U .S.A They arc three denominations 
which cooperate in working with the 
Dominican Evangelical Church. 

Eight or ten of the visiting ministers 
probably will be Methodists. An-ange
ments for the visiting evangelists will be 
handled by the evangelistic agencies of 
the three denominations and bv the 
Rev. Maurice Daily, North Radford, 

Choir ROBES .Ji\' ;~ . ,. Pulpit 

\ fl-~ ~ J for Junior, Senior Choirs and 

I
. r· . I Clergy. Send for free catalog. 

I 1; .. Jill'~ ti Reli,qious 
/ 1i I i ""'ar ey Vestments 
~ '~ 1817 Church St. Nashville, Tenn. 

Virginia, a Methodist missionary who is 
the field secretary of the Board of Chris
tian \i\Tork in Santo Domingo. 

(The Board of Evangelism, Nash
ville, Tenn., will be the general agency 
handling arrangements for The Meth
odist Church.) 

The evangelistic crusade is an im
portant phase of the Evangelical 
Church's five-year program of advance, 
Dr. Parkin said, in which each con
gregation is attempting to reach specific 
goals in various areas of church life. 

The Dominican Evangelical Church 
maintains a multiple ministry to inhab
itants of the Caribbean nation. It main
tains educational work through day 
schools, medical work through clinics 
and dispensaries, a significant literacy 
and literature work through the Do
minican Book Store and Christian edu
cation for children, youth and adults as 
well as its evangelistic outreach. 

The Methodist Church helps support 
the work of this independent church 
through two divisions of its Board of 
Missions-the Division of National 
Missions and the \Voman's Division of 

·Christian Service. 
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J IMMY'S PRAYERS must surely be the most piteous 
the Almighty ever hears: "Dear God, please bring 

my daddy home." When evening comes, his anxious 
eyes turn toward the door his father used to enter ... 
his forlorn little heart pounds with expectation at the 
sound of every passing footstep. Jimmy wants to be 
brave ... he has learned. not to cry any more when 
people speak about his father. But each night his 
pillow is wet with boyish tears he can't hold back. 

$50 will provide Christmas dinners for 60 homeless and 
desolate men 

$30 will furnish beds for them on Christmas night 
$10 will give medical aid to five sick men 
$5 will buy a man's food for a full week 

ls~E~;.;S-;;N-:.;-~~~~ H.OM-;----
1 Business Office, 27 East 391h Street, Room S27 
I New York 16, N. Y. · 
I Yes, I am ha1>PY and proud to participate in the great 

I 
Christian work of salvation o! the Dowery Mission. I 
enclose my contribution of $ .••••••••••••• 

I (Note: The Bowery ·Mission is a non-profit organization. 
Your contribution is deductible on your income tax return) 

I 
I Name ••..••••.•••••••••••.•••..•.•••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••• 

I j Address •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

( City • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. Ione ••••• State .••••••••••••••• 

~-------------------~ 
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Jimmy doesn't know where his father is, but we do. 
Three months ago he drifted into the Bowery. Here 
he has become a familiar figure. His home has been 
the cold, windswept street, his bed an unwelcome 
doorway. His pride has vanished. He has no money, 
no friends, no future. But he still has love for his 
family. 

And that is why he can be helped. Yes, he can be 
made well and strong and returned to his family and 
society. He wants to be saved. Drink has ravaged 
him, yet not destroyed his soul. All he needs is help, 
love and sympathy. 

Here at the Bowery Mission we arc waiting for him 
to come to us .sometime during this holiday season. 
Here he will be cared for by loving hands, be fed and 
clothed and given a warm bed. He will get the-medical 
attention he will need to keep him going during the 
cold days ahead. Most important, his heart will be 
rekindled with faith and hope in Jesus that will sus
tain him now and later. 

One day, Jirim1y's father will hold his head as high 
as any man. He will have a job; he will take care of 
his family. Yet this miracle cannot come true without 
your help. Your dollars make the healing work of 
the Bowery Mission possible; your dollars will help 
bring Jimmy's father home again. 

Will you help Jimmy find his daddy? Please send· 
your contribution to the Bowery Mission today! 
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A BOOK 

ON YOUR 
I 
I 

LIST 
for the grown ups 
In Green Pastures 
Jane l\'.lcrchant. 86 devotions in poetry 
and prayer centered around the 23rd 
Psalm. A book of inspiration and en
couragement. $1.50 

A Private House of Prayer 
Leslie D. Weatherhead. l\fore than a 
collection of prayers, though many are 
included, this book will help you build 
a satisfying prayer life. $3 

The Bible Speaks to Daily Needs 
Georgia Harkness. 86 meditations that 
apply biblical teachings directly to con
temporary problems-loneliness, lack of 
confidence, anxiety. $1.50 

Meditations on Garden Themes 
Josephine Robertson. 51 devotions us
ing garden experiences of many people 
to express universal truths. Printed on 
eye-easy green paper. $1. 75 

A Poet Prays 
Violet Alleyn Storey. 69 prayer-poems 
of comfort, strength, and peace, written 
by an established American poet. Ideal 
for personal use and as a gift. S2 

Pulling Your Faith lo Work 
John A. Redhead. Helpful discussions 
on 15 questions commonly asked about 
the religious approach to life. Illustrated 
with actual cases. $2 

The International Lesson Annual--1960 
Edited by Charles ]\'.(, Laymon; les
son analysis by Roy L. Smith. A 
comprehensive commentary on the In
ternational Sunday School Lessons for 
1960. A valuable gift for students and 
teachers of adults. $2.95 

for youth 
Meditations for Youth 
'Walter L. Cook. 39 devotions that will 
help guide teen-agers in their search for 
the Christian life. $1. 75 

The Teen-Agers Guide 
lo Personal Success 
Erma Paul Ferrari. A highly recom
mended book on teen-age problems
dating, controlling emotions, etiquette. 

$2 

Your Vocational Adve~lure 
Jesse C. Burt. This book acquaints 
high schoo1 and first year college-age 
youth with present-day job opportuni
ties. Cloth, $2.95; paper, $1.65 

The Story of the Bible 
Walter Russell Bowie. An original 
and dramatic rewriting of the ancient 
story that will provide hours of enjoy
ment. 

Regular, $3.50; illustrated, $3.95 

for the children 
Jesus, the Little New Baby 
l\'.lary Edna Lloyd. Pictures by Grace 
Paull. Here children will meet the baby 
Jesus in a worshipful manner. Ages 3-6. 

$1 

God Cares for Me 
Carolyn l\'.lullcr Wolcott. Illustrated 
by Lloyd Dotterer. Youngsters will learn 
here how they can have a part in God's 
plan by helping others. Ages 3-7. $1.25 

God Gave Us Seasons 
Carolyn l\'.luller Wolcott. Pictures by 
Meg Wahlberg. Here the author helps 
children feel at home in the world by 
showing the regularity of God's plan. 
Ages 3-7. $1.25 

O:::.:.r.:::d.:::c.:..r..:f:.:r..::.:>::.n::.1_.)c..:"O::.:U::.r:......::b::..:o::..:o::..:k:::s::..:t.::o.:..re:::.....:t:..:o:..:d:..:a;::.Y ___ A B I N G D 0 N 

for the fa1nily 
Grow in Grace 
Adrian and Grace Paradis. 93 devo
tions for family worship, usable with 
six-year-olds and up. $2 

In All Love and Honor 
Scudder l\'.[, Parker. A unique auto
biography of a marriage, told with heart
warming sensitivity. $2.95 

Let's All Sing 
James F. Leisy. Everyone who likes to 
sing will appreciate this collection of 
153 songs-many favorites and some less 
familiar. Cloth, 82.95; paper, SI. 75 

for the minister 
Sermons Preached in 
a U niversily Church 
George A. Buttrick. The first sermon 
collection of a well-known minister. 

$3.75 

The Beginnings of Christian Ari 
D. Talbot Rice. An important account 
of Christian art-from the beginnings 
until about 1600. Illustrated. 87.95 

The Riddle of Roman Catholicism 
Jaroslav Pelikan. Winner of the new 
Abingdon A ward, this book explores 
important aspects of Roman Catholi
cism. $4 

Conversion 
E. Stanley Jones. An examination 
of all aspects of conversion to help men 
and women everywhere find this new 
life. Cloth, $3.25; paper, $1.95 

PRESS_ 



* CHOOSE FROM THESE 11 SELECTIONS, 
YOUR LIST! PLEASE EVERYONE ON 

Here are 11 ways to say Merry Christmas to your friends and family with a 
gift of good reading-a gift they'll enjoy for years to come. 

Choose one for each name on your shopping list. Selections include devotional 
and inspirational readings, poetry, and interesting Bible references. 

Give a gift of good reading and compliment the recipient in the nicest way. 
He will thank you each time he opens the pages of these thought-provoking 
books. Order from Cokesbury. 

{{ 

I~ Say Merry Christmas 
With a f-ift of Good Reading! 

Leaves of Gold 
Edited by Clyde Francis Lytle. An anthology of prayers, memorable 
phrases , inspirational verse and prose from the best authors of the 
world, both ancient and modern. Consolation is the objective of 
Leaves of Gold. An ideal gift for the entire family to enjoy. (CS) 
Standard Edition. Imitation leather binding postpaid, $3.95 
Deluxe Edition. Padded fabrikoid binding, fine quality paper with 
gold edges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. postpaid, $7.50 

Meditations 
Devotions For Women 

Give to the woman of the house these 26 meditations-enriched by 
original poems and climaxed by short, meaningful prayers. Grace 
Noll Crowell provides a wealth of inspirational material for 
individual and private worship. (AP) ......... postpaid, $1.50 

In Green Pastures 
86 Devotions in Poetry and prayer 

Jane Merchant takes the beloved 23rd Psalm as her theme. Each 
devotion includes Bible verse, poem, and illuminating prayer. 
Includes a wide range of subjects translating abstract needs into 
tangible situations that offer guidance to a more Christian outlook 
on life. (AP) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . ... .. . . postpaid, $1.50 

Halfway Up the Sky 
Poems by Jane Merchant. All 198 of these original verses display 
the authors wit and wisdom. Her view from "halfway up the sky" 
takes common experiences of daily Jiving and fashions them into 
the pungent phrases and striking similitudes that will long be 
remembered. (AP) .................... ... . . .... . .. postpaid, $2.00 

Streams in the Desert 
A favorite for over thirty years, written by Mrs. Charles E. Cowman. 
Contains 365 inspired meditations of encouragement-practical 
directives for inner peace and certainty. A tried formula for 
successful living. This fa the gift that will provide daily service 
to the reader. (CP) .... .. ... .. . ........ postpaid, $2.50 

Proofs of His Presence 
Meditations and Poems on the Immortality of Christ 

Grace Noll Crowell portrays Christ's living presence-and his vital 
meaning in our lives today. The Christian hope arising from the 
post-Resurrection appearance of Christ is the theme of these 20 
devotions . Book includes 15 original poems by author. A gift in the 
true spirit of Christmas. (AP) . . . . . . . .... . ... . . postpaid, $1.50 

Prayers For Living 
Compiled by Hazel T. Wilson. Here's the g ift that can accompany 
busy people to their jobs, be taken on trips, be a constant com
panion. Pocket-sized edition includes brief prayers-two for morn
ing and two for evening for every day of the month. Sheepskin 
binding. (AP) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . postpaid, $2.95 

Devotions For Women at Home 
A collection of 115 brief devotions centered around familiar objects 
in the home. Written as a friendly guide to living abundantly, 
creatively, and significantly in the home. Each devotion complete 
with scripture text, meditation and prayer. (AP) .. . . postpaid, $1.75 

All of The Women of The Bible 
The first comprehensive book ever written on al! of the women 
of the Bible, their influences and their times. Contains 316 concise 
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school in Canta 224; River, 
mountains and wharves in the 
Congo 634; School at Old Um
tali 244; Services are held each 
morning 554; Singing a duet at 
church service 236; Slums of 
Durban 253; Social centers 266; 
South African police 221; 
Springer Institute 243; Stanlev, 
Henry, Under a statue of 229 
Stone church 25; Story hour 
260; Taylor, Bishop Prince A. 
26; Teles village 245; Tribal 
dance 234; U. N. Economic 
Commission for Africa 258; 
Vacant lot is cleared for play
ground 420; Village Bible 
School 254; Village people wait 
in the G. W. Harley Hospital 
463; \Vakatama, Matthew, 
Principal of Old Umtali 223; 
War dance of the Zulus 228; 
~Toman's Societv in an African 
church 248c; Women grinding 
meal 21; Worker handling ma
chinery 20; Workers at a rural 
school 250c 

ALASKA: Alaska Methodist Uni
versity 380; Boys point to where 
they live 29; Congregation at 
Anchorage 406; Dog sled 29; 
Ebright, Pres. Donald F. 197; 
Eskimo children playing with 
their sled 621; First Methodist 
Church, Anchorage 405; First 
students in Alaska Methodist 
University present Hags 479; 
Grant, Bishop A. Raymond, 
preaching to conference 405; 
Student Hying home 621 

Almand, Dr. Ashland A. 588 
AMERICAN INDIANS: Bass, 

W. P., talks with Frank Hana· 
game 470; Billy, Mary Sue, of 
Antlers 415; Gardeners, Young, 
from Dulac Indian Center 629; 
Hicks, Mrs. Jennie, and Miss 
Phyllis Nahkai 470; Indian 
preachers 416; Jimboy, Etta 
May, of MYF 416; Lee, Mrs. 
Stella Tsosie 470; Navajo In
dian woman and boy watching 
their Rock 616; Oklahoma In
dian Mission choir 184c; Stu-

AMERICAN INDIANS-Cont'd 
dents receive Holy Communion 
616; Window Rock 469 

American labor 165 
Apartments, City 401 
Asbury, Francis 625 
Asbury, Francis, statue 60 
ASIA (See also Burma, Hong 

Kong, India, Japan, Korea, 
Malaya, Nepal, Pakistan, Phil
ippine Islands, and Sarawak): 
Asian Conference of the 
World's Student Christian Fed
eration in Rangoon, Burma 148; 
Audience at final session 414; 
Conference closed with worship 
service 413; East Asia Christian 
Conference secretariat 407; 
George, Rev., addresses confer
ence 412; Group leaving a ses
sion 411; In East Asia, A Com
mon Witness 407PS; Panel on 
youth work 413; Sobrepena, 
Bishop E. C., speaks to confer
ence 408; Tin, Dr. Pe Maung, 
addresses conference 412 

Associated Church Press elected 
Dr. Benjamin P. Browne 333 

B 

Berry, Dr. Evelyn 591 
Bible, Open 27, 519 
Bingham Canyon, Utah 135 
BOLIVIA : Class in nursing school 

69; Doctor and ·nurse make 
rounds 451; Girls gather around 
piano to sing 70; Indian girls 
417; Maldonada, Senorita Ana, 
views official registration 68; 
Marshall, Dr. Bill, takes case 
history 69; Monti, Dr. Pablo, 
treating an Indian woman 447; 
Nurse at Pfeiffer Memorial 
Hospital in La Paz 464; Pfeiffer 
Memorial Hospital 68: Railroad 
connects Peru and Bolivia 417; 
Surgery is a 3-month specializa
tion 70; Tin miner 348 

Boston traffic 399 
Buffington, Rev. W . L., Mr. 

Raphael 1Vlalsin, and Mr. Marc 
Selman 41 

BURMA: Burmese doctor cares 
for a malaria patient 374; 
Teaching deaf children 178; 
UNICEF dental clinic 466 

c 
Calvin, John 381 
"Candle of a Thousand Missions" 

184c 
Ceremonies at spot where St. Paul 

spoke to people of Athens 481 
Chaplain holds services for army 

troops 618 
Children with Rags 501 

3 

W 0 R L D OUTLOOK This 
Month 39, 91, 144, 202, 273 , 
323, 376, 426, 477, 532, 582, 
635 

Wynn, Rev. M. ]. Acting Presi
dent at Gammon 644 

WYSNER, CLORA M. 251 

y 
Yarbrough, C. H ., Dies 329 
YOUNG, EARLE D. 505 
Young Woman of Japan 576 
Youth Conference Held at Purdue 

534 

Choir of the Rocky Methodist 
Church, Young people's 505 

Christian Citizenship Seminar 316 
Christmas trees 615 
Church, New, at Wilmington, 

Mass. 11 
Churches, New, in Massachusetts 

12 
Cloud Roor 165 
Coffee, Mrs. C. C., Rev. Glenn 

Hutton, and Mrs. Esther Great
house 520 

Coke, Thomas 604 
Commission on Missions field trip, 

A 370 
Conver mine 134 
COVERS: Adoration, The, by 

Antonio Corregio, December 
597; At School in the Congo, 
May 213: Christ's Triumphant 
Entrance Into Jerusalem. March 
105; Guardian at the Tomb of 
a Mogul Emperor. Juh• 337: 
Hawaii: View of Diamond 
Head from \Vaikiki Beach, Jan
uary l; Japan's Mt. Fujivama 
Viewed Across Lake Hakone, 
November 545; John Weslev by 
~'illiam Gush, April 157; New 
York Skyline at Twilight, 
August 389; Nurse in Training, 
~lashburn Memorial Hospital, 
September 441; Peru: Cuzco, 
Aymara Indian Girl in Sunday 
Dress, February 53; Town and 
Country Pastor Sam Varnell. 
October 493; Visitation, by Carl 
Heinrich Bloch, June 285 

Cox, Melville B. 7 
Creswell, Dr. and Mrs., Plaque 

honoring 18 
CRUSADE SCHOLARS: At 

American University, \~7ashing
ton, D. C., 591; Fellowship 
circle 67; Sen•ice of Holy Com
munion 67; Students at Ameri
can University 66; Students 
from around the world 66; Trips 
to places of interest 67 

CUBA : Branscomb Memorial 
Church, Holguin 613; English 
tank 113; Soldiers of the victori
ous Fidel Castro 111; Stewart, 
Carl D., Bishop Roy Short, 
Mrs. John ~T. Branscomb 614 

D 
Delegates register 513 

E 
Eisenhower, Dwight D. 123 
Ellis, Mr. and Mrs. Howard, and 

Levi Miller 352 
EUROPE: American evangelistic 

team and Scandinavian youtl1 
354; Bells of the monastery on 
Patmos 630; Berg, Pastor Josef, 
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EUROPE-Cont'd 
and wife join in praying 353; 
Castle of the order of the Knights 
of St. John 559; Delegates to 
\Vorld Council at Rhodes 558, 
559, 560; Ellis, Mrs., gets ac
quainted 352) Espoo church 
397; Four religious leaders who 
helped organize the first con
ference of European churches 
145; Helsinki from the harbor 
395; Homeless aged come to 
center for hot meal 89; Orches
tra at mass rally 354; Patmos, 
Rocky island 630; Priest on 
Patmos 630; Set of islands in 
Finland 398; Stettler, Hulda, 
with children at Casa Mia 88; 
\~lhite Chapel on Patmos 630; 
\Vorksh-0p for adult workers is 
held in Sweden 353; \~7under
lich, Bishop Friedrich, greets 
Jan Parmalee 354; Youth choir 
at Oscarshamn 353; Youth mis
sioners discuss plans 353 

F 
Farm 529 
FILMS: "Congo Journey" 269; 

"Make All Things New" 137; 
"Mark of the Hawk" 269; 
"Medical Mission" 458; "New 
Faces in Africa" 268; "None 
Goes His ~lay Alone" 510; 
"The Stepsitters" 580, 581 

Fourth National Town and Coun
try Conference, \Vichita, Kan-
sas 511 · 

French, Dr. Clara 96 
Freytag, Dr. ~7alter 637 

G 
Group met to work on plans for 

Town and Country Conference 
329 

Guild member of The Methodist 
Church 369 

H 
Hardie, Mrs. Maude White 637 
HAWAII: Citizens of nearly 

every race 120; Easter Sunrise 
sen•ice 198; Hawaiian children 
reenact the arrival of the three 
kings 622; Inouye, Representa
tive Daniel K. 536; MYFers en
joying themselves at a party 
622; MYF Field trip on Oahu 
121; Study group 176; Sunday 
school children tell Christmas 
story 617 

Hindu temple, Scappoose, Oregon 
609 

Ho, Seng Ong, Dr. and Mrs. 
Bishop Arthur J. Moore, Dr. J. 
A. Engle 584 

Holston Valley Rural Work Ad
visory Committee 359 

Holt, Rishop Ivan Lee 252 
HOME FRONT (See also Alas

ka, American Indians, Hawaii, 
Migrants, Puerto Rico): After
school care of children 188; 
Bancroft-Taylor Home 71; Ba
taan Memorial Methodist Hos
pital, Albuquerque, N. Mex. 
189; Bethel Methodist Church, 
Seattle, Wash. 196; Bingham 
Canyon, Utah 358; Candidates 
for deaconess work, Buck Hill 
Falls 190; Chase, Miss Laura 
73; Children of Blackfeet In
dian Mission 195; Children at 
Cunningham Children's Home, 
Urbana, Ill . 188; Children at 
David and Margaret Home, La 
Verne, Calif. 629; Children at 
Eloy Community Center, Eloy, 
Ariz. 189; Children at New-

INDEX 

HOME FRONT-Cont'd 
berry Avenue Center, Chicago 
188; Children at the Addison 
Methodist Church, New York 
State 360; Children at Spofford 
Home in Kansas City, Mo. 188; 
Christmas party at a migrant 
camp in California 619; Church 
at Stark, N. H. 356; Church 
bus l 86c; Comfort, Miss E. Mae 
77; Community Center, Alpine, 
Tex. 360; Community Center, 
Ozona, Tex. 361; Conversation 
on steps of Raleigh Methodist 
Church 527; Country children 
enjoy learning about new ways 
to plant 190; Crouse, Miss Mar
garet, talks to children 7 4; 
Crowded Sunday school 344; 
Dowling, Miss Ruth, with boys 
71; Eloy Community Center 86; 
Esther Hall, Salt Lake City, 
Utah 36; Farm worker, Eloy, 
Ariz. 357; Fellowship hour in 
Floyd Methodist Church 521; 
Floyd Methodist W.S.C.S. 521, 
522; Freeman Clinic, EI Paso 
465; Fredericks, Miss Editl1, and 
Miss Caroline Wilson 77; High
land Boy Community House 
135; Holding Institute, Laredo, 
Tex. 93; Hollywood Commu
nity House, Pa. 362; Indian girl 
190; Kemp, Miss Blanche, 
greets Dr. Albert S. Layton 72; 
Kern, Miss Ruth, and Miss 
Grace Merwin 76; Marcy Cen
ter 422, 423; "Melody Strings" 
72; Methodist Church at Acton, 
Tex. 355; Methodist Church at 
Floyd 521; Missionary educa
tion in the local church 189; 
Nativity scene at St. Mark's 
Community Center, New Or
leans, La. 189; Neighborhoods 
become upgraded 81; Nestor, 
Miss Anna K. 75; New parson
age of Pleasant Hill Church 
528; Orona Communitv House, 
Ozona, Tex. 313; Patterson, 
Rev. Gordon A., visits farm 
family 618; Pittman Center 195; 
Practice teacher at Bennett Col
lege 629; Puerto Rican children 
welcomed at city church cen
ter 186c; Recreation at Spofford 
Home 629: Refreshment time 
at Burns Church 527; Retired 
workers 190; Retirement-Not 
~lithdrawal 71PS; Rural 
churches of Smith County, 
Miss. 526; St. James Methodist 
Church in Chicago 343; St. 
Matthew's Church, Christians
burg, Va. 356; Schedule for a 
Deaconess (Miss Rosemary 
Nixon) 524, 525; Scout leader 
and Girl Scout at Rosa Valdez 
Settlement, Tampa, Fla. 628; 
Stoop of a crowded apartment, 
New York City 197; Trenton 
Church MYFers play ball 527: 
Visitors to Bancroft-Trylor 
Home 78; Weathered hoqses of 
far eastern Maine 358; Wichita 
Studies Emerging Patterns 
511PS; Women rural workers 
516; Woodruff, Mrs. Mabel, 
shows Chinese dolls 74; \V.S. 
C.S. of Sylvarena church hold 
pledge service 528; Youngster, 
born in Brewster Hospital 629 

HONG KONG: Chinese mothers 
on a Hong Kong street 90; 
Hong Kong 90; People lined 
up before Port Health Office 
90; Woman, Young, preparing 
for social work 178 

I 
Iakovos, Archbishop 330 
Independence Day 368 
INDIA: Bed with a woven rope 

mattress 305; Boy weaving a 
lamp shade 404; Children in 
school 304; Christian church 
304; Christian school girls 179; 
Hospital at Ludhiana 474; In
dian 303; Indian girl 371; In
dian nutritionist 374; Michael, 
Director, talks with village lead
ers 309; Midwife 310; Nehru, 
Prime Minister, greets Bishop 
W. Angie Smith 275; One of 
500,000 303PS; Salenagar is a 
village of tanners 306; Scudder, 
Dr. Ida, breaks ground 475; Site 
for new shop building 403; 
Spinning wheel 302; Tailoring 
class 402; Teachers-in-training 
179; Thoracic staff at Vellore 
476; Village patriarch with 
grandchild 309; Village people 
461; Well provides Salenagar 
with water 305; ~lomen at Vel
lore 475 

J 
JAPAN: Aikei Gakuen Social 

Center 563PS; Boy swings 
lunch basket 565; Child 563; 
Child at Masasa Center 177; 
Child expresses creative im
pulses 568; Children 454; First 
Protestant Church organized in 
Japan 561; Girl consults with 
librarian 566; Girl "preparing" 
a meal 138; Girl selects her own 
book 567; Girls become strong 
on "jungle gym" 138; Girls 
reading 567; Graduating class 
of Lambuth Memorial Bible 
School, Kobe, 1909, 574; 
Grandmother brings lunch to a 
child 570; Guzloff. Early mis
sionary 562; Hardy, Captain, 
with group in 1917 574; Hirose, 
Dr. Bamako 573; Hiroshima 
today 452; Japan Mission meet
ing, 1916 574; Kindergarten 
pupils. 1927 575; Leukemia vic
tim 454; McMillan. Mary, talks 
with a pastor 453: Maeda. Miss, 
leads a Bible class 139; Mothers 
call for children at the gate 
570; Muto, Dr. 562; Notice is 
put up by caretaker 569; Nurse 
at ~lell-Babv Clinic examines 
a baby 564;- Paine, Miss Mil
dred Anne, inspects new gate 
569; Rest for the kindergart
ners 566: Slide is most popular, 
The 565: Staff of workers, 
1926-27 575; Watanabe, Mr. 
visits elderly woman 453; 
~leighing baby 138; Williams, 
Bishop C. M. 562; Woman 
sets up a poster for church 
service l 83c; Young artist 139; 
Young scientist 139; Young 
woman of Japan 476, 577 

Jewish synagogue 346 
Jones, Miss Nellie, Director of 

Esther Hall, Salt Lake City 36 
Jones, Rufus, "Friend of Life" 131 

K 
King, Rev. and Mrs. Martin 

Luther 275 
KOREA: Burkholder, Rev. M. 0., 

accepting certificate of appre
ciation 168; Children gather 
around a member of the Wom
an's Society 178; Korean shrine 
311; Korean, Young, patient 
373; Rhee, Pres. Syngman, 
speaking at dedication 44; Vol-

KOREA-Cont'd 
unteer helpers give out pow
dered milk 461; Welch, Bishop 
Herbert, Memorial Chapel 637; 
Yun, Pastor Sung Yul, sells 
cosmos seed 312 

L 
Lady Lane meeting house on St. 

Simons Island 473 
Leppert, Walter J., discusses re

sources with a group 517 
Logs fill the Ammonoosuc River, 

Groveton, N . H. 357 
Lord, Bishop John ~lesley, speaks 

at cornerstone laying IO 
Lovely Lane Meeting House, Bal-

timore 626 · 

M 
McCabe, J. Maurice 470 
Man milking 502 
MALAY A: Methodist social cen

ter 178 
Map of U. S. 200 
May, Deaconess Mildred, and 

Rev. Ada Duhigg 136 
Meadows, Rev. William A. 204 
Medical Missions and the Church 

459PS 
Menker, Mrs. Earl, a good neigh

bor 35 
Methodist Church in Danvers 11 
Methodist Conference on Human 

Relations at S.M.U., Dallas, 
Tex. 555, 610 

MEXICO: Deaconess training 
364, 365, 366, 367; New stu
dent comes to school 364 

Middleton, Dr. W. Vernon, de
livers keys of a mobile unit for 
use in rural Virginia 191 

MIGRANTS : Fellowship 117; 
Service for migrant workers 164; 
Teaching in migrant mission 
118 

Missionaries brought greetings 
185c 

Missionaries, New, commissioned 
by Bishop Arthur J. Moore 185c 

Missionaries, Six, commissioned 
429 

Moore, Bishop Arthur J., presents 
Dr. E. Stanley Jones's citation 
to Dr. Jones's daughter 203 

Mosque and Islamic center in 
~7ashington, D. C. 607 

N 
Nebraska group arrives in mobile 

ministry car 512 
Negro children play in the slums 

of Harlem 612 
NEPAL: Hospital at Kathmander 

373; Miller, Dr. Elizabeth, has 
lined up children 465 

New industries create need for 
new churches 10 

Nurse practices techniques for the 
mission field 3 70 

0 
OKINAWA: Faculty and students 

of Okinawa Christian Institute 
30 . 

Overseas missionaries at conference 
518 

Overseas pastors 62 
Oxnam, Bishop G. Bromley, re

ceiving Upper Room Award 
from Dr. J. Manning Potts 639 

p 
PAKISTAN: Clinic time 322; 

Doss, Rev. and Mrs. Khub 321; 
New church at Stuntzabad 320; 
Nurse assists a patient 449; 
Nurse in the United Christian 
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PAKISTAN-Cont'd 
Hospital in Lahore 459; Price, 
Bill, manager of the boys' school 
322; School girls 179; Stuntz, 
Clyde, and his camel 321; 
\Vindmills and a cotton field 
321 

PALESTINE: Jacob expresses 
himself through music 579; 
Sarah caressed the warm earth 
578 

Peele, Bishop \V. \\T. 479 
People of Town and Country 

355PS 
Perkins, E. C. 46 
Perryman, IV!rs. \\Tillis L., presided 

at luncheon for women rural 
workers 516 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS: Biol
ogy aids help a student 425; 
Congregation at Macatoc 508; 
Evangelistic services 300; Grad
uates, Group of 509; Guarding 
Plane with spears 299; Inspect
ing a lot outside Manila 507; 
Mary Johnston Hospital. Manila 
460; Menker's, Mrs., "daught
ers" from the Philippines 34; 
Methodist Rural Center, taking 
off from landing strip 299; 
Mobile clinic 299; Mobile 
clinic sets off up river 460; 
Mothers and children waiting 
for clinic 300; Students 425; 
Students at the Mt. Apo Chris
tian \Vorkers' School 298; 
Teachers meet for plans 424; 
Volunteers for Mindoro and 
southern Luzon 508 

PICTURE SECTIONS: ( See 
Section A) 

Puerto Rican children in New 
York 619 

PUERTO RICO: Boisscn, Rev. 
Raphael, pastor of the Univer
sity Methodist Church 292; 
Learning carpentry 198; Moder
no Methodist Church in San 
Jaun 291; School children 620; 
Sunday school class 293 

INDEX 

R 
REFUGEES: Born homeless 116; 

Camps 115; Chinese refugees 
saved by the clinic 140; Modern 
school 116; New shelters near 
Amman, Jordan 115; Refugees 
165; Refugee Camp, Jordan, 
114; Self-Help for Gaza Refu
gees 14; Supplementary feeding 
and milk program for children 
116 

Rice, E. L. 450 
Rural home of Mrs. Esther Great

house 520 
Rural scene 530, 551, 623 
Rural worker loads the projector 

359 
s 

Saint Simons Island Plaque 472 
Sanford, Dr., and Dr. Elliott L. 

Fisher 518 
SARA \\TAK: Brewster, Dr. Har

old, treats a patient 455; Brew
ster, Dr., talks with mother and 
children 456; Chapel service at 
hospital 457; Christ Hospital, 
Kapit 373; Ding, Dr., takes care 
of an Iban patient 466; Mobile 
clinic 457; Morning chapel, 
Christ Hospital 168 

Schad, Miss Selma, registers dele
gates from Louisville Conference 
513 

Second Methodist Church , Knox
ville, Tenn. 16 

Seminario, Rev. Stephen !VI., leads 
singing at cornerstone laying 11 

Scott, Dr. Roland, greets Dr. 
George Sahai 163 

SINGAPORE: Hoalim, Mrs. 
Philip, with her daughter 141 

Small discussion groups 515 
Smith, Dr. Eugene L., gives cita

tion to Rev. Lester Griffith 203 
Smith, Dr. Rockwell C. 514 
SOUTH AMERICA: (See also 

Bolivia) Barbieri, Bishop Sante 
U. 295; Breaking ground for 
spring planting 168; Chilean 
classmates at Union Theologi-

SOUTH AMERICA-Cont'd 
cal Seminary 180; Conference 
in session 296; Deaconesses of 
the Argentine Annual Confer
ence 297; Hahne, Miss Jane, 
with Miss Caroline Porter l 83c; 
Literature table 296; Mass 
at a Roman Catholic church 
349; Men ordained as deacons 
or ciders 297; Students parading 
at the American Institute in La 
Paz 349; Tea time 297; Tech
nical assistance in Bolivia 165; 
\\Tard College 295; \\Toman, 
Young, receives communion 
180: W.S.C.S. members 180 

Sprinkle, Henr)', with Trevor 
Shaw, Arthur Moore 377 

Stevenson, Dr. A. Russell, and 
King Hussein of Jordan 640 

Stotts, Dr. Herbert, \Vclcoming 
visitor 517 

Sub-standard house on the move 
164 

T 
Teacher makes furniture for 

church in North Carolina 359 
Teaching in church school 370 
TIBET: Jones, Shri V. S., and 

Rev. A. K. George 32; Ropeway 
in action 32; Typical Tibetan 
border village 33 

Tillman, Mrs. J. Fount, a con
ference speaker 515 

Tree 133 
Turpin, Mrs. Maud M. 432 

u 
UNITED NATIONS: Aymara 

Indians in Bolivia find out 
about new health methods 127; 
Baby is weighed on a UNICEF 
scale 126; Central Committee 
of the WCC visits U. N. 130; 
Ceramic industry is revived in 
Far East 127; Conference on 
Prevention of Crime 129; Geol
ogy team operating under U. N. 
.128; Girl reading 126; Mexican 
women voting 128; Observation 
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UNITED NATIONS-Cont' cl 
team visits in tense area 124; 
Refugees collect rations 125; 
Scientific conference on peace
ful uses of atomic energy 129; 
U. N. agents set up public 
school system 125; U. N. Build
ing 531; United Nations in 
Today's World 123PS; Visitors 
from the U. N. welcomed in 
town in U. S. 130 

United States Celebrates Christ
mas 615PS 

Uno, Mrs. Osako, Esther Hall, 
Ogden 38 

v 
Vacation Church School at Myer's 

Chapel, N. C. 523 
Van, Miss Amber, reading the 

Gospel of Mark with overseas 
students 84 

Van Deusen, Henry R., receiving 
scroll from Bishop Fred Pierce 
Corson 101 

Vicker, Virginia 359 
Voigt, Bishop Edwin E., and John 

Baxter Howes, Glenn F. San
ford 514 

V\' 
\Valton, Rev. W. Carlisle 204 
\\Tringyal, Buddhist Lama Geshe, 

arrives in New Jersey 608 
Ward, Bishop Ralph A. 93 
Washington, George, Portrait 59 
\\Tesley, John, Portrait 13 
\Vesleyan Service Guild \Vay 200 
\\Tichita's Hotel Broadview 512 
Williams, Dr. M. 0., Bishop 

Moore, Mrs. Tillman, Bishop 
Love 163 

\Villiams, Dr. !VI. 0., introduces 
candidates to be commissioned 
167 

\Voodburn, Rev. Royer H. 204 
\\Torld Convention on Christian 

Education in Tokyo 175 
\i'\Torld Council of Churches. meet

ing 220 
\Vorld Day of Prayer Poster 83 


