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''Take care that every society 
be ~uly supplied with books ~ . . '' 
Y ou SEE THEM NOW in your imagination-the Circuit 

Riders riding a big horse with saddlebags crammed 
with Bibles, books and leaflets for the many families on 
their circuit. 

At the first General Conference of the Church the 
preachers were urged to "beg money from the rich to buy 
books for the poor" and it was Methodism's own founder, 
John Wesley, who said, "Take care that every society be 
duly supplied with books." The saddlebags of the circuit 
riders were the traveling libraries of the day. Into lonely 
frontier cabins they carried not only the Holy Scriptures 
but the best current literature they could afford. 

The days of horse-back riding ministers are over-so 
are the church traveling libraries. Now is the day when 
churches provide well-equipped libraries in the local 
church and you can have a church library, too! 

Here's Why You'll Want 
A Church Library: 

• It provides program and devotional 
material for your group and church 
school classes 

• It encourages you as a church mem
ber to be a thinking and growing 
Christian 

• It makes available reference books 
and materials for the pastor, church 
leaders and teachers 

• It encourages wholesome cultural 
reading as well as religious reading 

• It maintains working files of back 
issues of Church School curriculum 
and periodical materials right at the 
teacher's fingertips 

• Keeps your file of leaflets and 
pamphlets issued by the Division of 
the Local Church 

• Keeps church records right on hand 
and up-to-date 

We'll Help You Organi:z:e Your Library
Whether Your Church Is Large or Small 

Yes, your Church Library Service will help you organize and 
maintain a church library . 

Write to the Church Library Service of The Methodist Pub
lishing House, r egis ter your church library and the name of 
your librarian. You'll be sent free Y our Church Library, a book 
of instructions concerning operation and organization of a church 
library. A classified and annotated booklis t is included to help 
with your book selection. We have a special list of books you 
may wish to include in your first purchase, later adding others. 

Bookmarks is a bi-monthly bulletin that tells you what other 
church libraries are doing, gives help for y our problems and sug
gests ways for improving your library . It's free to you . 

Books reviewed or r ecommended by th e Methodist Church 
School Periodicals come to all church librarians who r eques t it 
at least a month before these periodicals are in the h ands of 
the Church school workers. This gives YOU an opportunity to see 
which books are on your shelves and which ones you may want 
to add. 

Spcci.11 Discount on Libr.:iry Books 
Another feature of the Church Library Service is that local 

church libraries g e t a special 207'0 discount on books or dered 
for library use! 

Make This Your Project Now 
Organizing and maintaining a Church Library is a recommended 

project for your W,S .C.S . and Wesleyan Guild . It benefits you 
and the entire church. Begin now with two-or two hund red 
books! 

MAIL THIS COUPON NOW

WITHOUT OBLIGATION 

Order from Dept . SP 
THE METHODIST PUBLISHING HOUSE 

Please order from House serving you 
Baltimore 3 • Chicago 11 • Cincinna ti 2· 
Dallas 1 • Detroit 1 • Kansas City 6 
Nashv ille 2 • New York 11 • Pittsburgh 30 
Portland 5 • Richmond 16 • San Francisco 2 

Please send me, free and without obliga
tion , a copy of Yo11r Clt11rch Library, 
Bookmarks and a registration card for my 
Church Library. 

SEND TO-------------

Street 

City _____ _ I Stoic----

Shop at our COKESBURY BOOK STORES: Atlanta, 72 Broad St., N. W. 
Boston, 577 Boylston St. • Los Angeles, 5244 Santa Monica Blvd. • Nashville, 417 Church St. 
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LEPROSARIA AND vVAYSIDE 
CLINICS 

\Vhen we were left without a mis
sionary doctor, the medical work at the 
Leprosarium at Teles Mozambique, fell 
to me. 

I was fortunate to be able to visit the 
government leprosaria in Southern 
Rhodesia, where doctors and nurses gave 
freely of their time to help me with 
things I needed to know. 

\Vhen it was decided to hold the 
Seventh International Congress on 
Leprology in Tokyo in December, the 
Woman's Division and the Field Com
mittee gave me permission to leave the 
field early in order to attend the Con
gress. 

On the way to Japan we visited an 
interesting project in South India, where 
the government of Belgium works in 
cooperation with the Indian govern
ment. This is a mass treatment of pa
tients through wayside clinics. Teams 
of Belgian and Indian doctors and 
nurses, and other trained workers go 
five days a week to rural areas to meet 
leper patients. Careful diagnosis and 
treatments are given, and records are 
made of thousands of patients. The 
patients are made non-contagious with
out being separated from their families 
and their work. 

CLARA BARTLING 
Route I, Box 255 
Silverdale, Washington 

SEVENTEEN YOUNG l\!IEDICAL 
STUDENTS IN KOREA 

In one group I have seventeen col
lege-age students-boys and girls-all of 
whom are studying to become doctors. 
Vle meet weekly. Most of the time I am 
an advisor who just tries to keep up with 
these students! They want to learn and 
to do so many things. 

Our program consists of discussions 
on many subjects, of listening to speakers 
from various countries, music apprecia
tion, visits to orphanages, and many 
other things. The opportunities for 
Christian witnessing are immeasurable. 

As I come to know about the past his
tories of these young people (nearly all 
have families divided in northern and 
southern Korea), and of their struoole 
for education, I feel that it all is "m~'::h 
too much" for them. But as I hear about 
their dreams, I find that they are as 
bright and strong as the past has been 
dark and unhappy. That I, through 
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Christ, may help some of these students 
attain their high hopes is a blessed 
privilege. 

RuTI1 STEWART 
Tai Wha Christian Social Center 
Seoul, Korea 

CHOOSING RESOLUTIONS 
IN BORNEO 

In various church centers, our Leader
ship Training Schools in Sarikei have 
far surpassed our expectations as to at
tendance. From one to two hundred 
eager pupils have come-men and wom
en, young and old, illiterate and edu
cated. 

What do these prospective leaders do? 
They are rubber cutters, pepper planters, 
businessmen, housewives, students, 
teachers, principals, even mayors. 

·what do they study? Christian doc
trines, the Bible, duties of church mem
bers, Christian hymns. 

On the last day of the ten-day Leader
ship schools we gave the pupils oppor
tunities for decisions. We gave them 
twenty resolutions from which to choose 
-some of these were: promises to hold 
family prayers or private devotions; to 
be more active in church work; to be 
more faithful in church attendance; and 
to put away evil habits. 

Methodist Church 
Sibu, Sarawak, Borneo 

MARTHA GRAF 

MISSION ARIES APPRECIATED 
DY DISTRICT SUPERINTEND
ENTS IN CONGO 

\i\Te are sending two Woman's So
ciety workers into the growing city of 
Kindu, where more than 35,000 peo
ple have come from all over the Conoo 
to live and work. The women in Kindu 
have no gardens to keep them busy. 
The Christian workers help the women 
to meet the challeng~ of their new 
life, and help them with the use of their 
ne\v leisure time. 

All the districts now have African 
superintendents, and four of the sta
tion primary schools have African direc
tors. 

One of the district. superintendents 
said at Annual Conference: "The Kino
dom of God is not easy to understand. 
\Ve are full of mistakes and errors, but 
the missionaries see good in us, end they 
are helping us to grow. They do not 
throw us away. They lead, train, and 
work with us. We are grateful for their 
patience and perseverance." 

EDITH MARTIN 
MMCC via Kibombo 
T unda Station, Belgian Congo 

SOCIAL CENTERS IN BURi\IA 

Social work is a new field in this 
country, and a part of our responsibility 
is in trying to explain and interpret its 
services to the people. 

My work is mainly with the training 
of Christian workers, and in workino 

• b 

with them on problems. 
Most of the work is with Buddhist 

children. 
The Burmese women in the areas 

around our church centers are not as 
free as are women in the United States. 
They do not have many activities which 
take them outside their homes. We are 
planning for lessons in cooking, discus
sions on family life and hygiene, and 
recreation. 

RHODA LrNGON 
242-A, Creek St. 
East Rangoon, Bumm 

REST HOME IN KOREA 

Patients in the Tuberculosis Rest 
Home are growing better day by day. 
Six months in bed (a clean bed alono 
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with nourishing food, medicine, and 
fresh air) can be a wonderful aid. Pa
tients have time for thoughtful medita
tion and prayer. 

The tuberculosis rate is hioh amono b b 

Christian workers, especially in the rural 
areas where they are likely to have an 
inadequate diet. Among the Rest Home 
patients there are usually one or two 
Methodist ministers or Bible women. 
\Ve are thankful for the financial help 
which these \vorkers are receiving from 
the Methodist Committee for Overseas 
Relief during this critical period of their 
lives, when recovery depends upon 
peace of mind as well as upon medical 
treatment. 

MAmoN B. SuAw 
Methodist Mission 
International Postoffice Box I 182 
Seoul, Korea 

CHRISTMAS CAMPS IN CHILE 

During November and December we 
worked hard to raise money for camp, 
by selling Christmas cards, and by spon
soring athletic tournaments, a puppet 
show, and other programs. 

We also spent much time preparing 
for the camps. The first camp began the 
day after Christmas. 

Many of the children could not afford 
to pay even the reduced rate that we 
charged, so we tried to obtain scholar
ships from interested friends. 

The importance of the camp and club 
program has already impressed itself 
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upnn me. Not only dues it bcndit the 
children but also it sel"\'es as a training 
ground for leaders. 

Casilla 7023. 
Santiago, Chile 

JANE i\ hLLEH 

"WI IY I LIKE AOYAl'dA GAKUIN" 

As \\'l' neared the end oF a school year, 
asked 111\' students to write on why 

the\' like (;ir dislike) our mission school, 
1\o;m11a Gak11i11. 

i ·Jere are some or the remarks: 
"I think 1 came to understand novels 

or other countries [better] by knowing 
\\'hat Christianitv is, because most peo
ples were under. the great influence of 
Christianitv." 

"There is a familiar, friendly atmos
phere in the Unh·ersity." 

"\Vhen I am absorbed in thinking 
as I attend chapel, and listen to the ser
mon, I can reflect on my conduct and 
be prepared for my days." 

"I am happy I can learn English in 
such a school. ... I am not a Christian, 
bu~ it [the school's Christian atmos
phere] gives me composure." 

'The students of this college are good
natured, and the atmosphere is bright, 
and we can talk freely with professors." 

"Advisory groups, which are rarely 
found in other Japanese universities, 
aim at the promotion of friendly rela
tions between teachers and students 
through reading circles, discussions, or 
going together on picnics." 

"I feel an atmosphere of freedom in 
Aoyama." 

"It is now a great spiritual support 
for me that this is a mission school." 

"I was never Christian, and had little 
interest in all religions. My uncle said 
to me, about entering a Christian school: 
'Your great-grandfather is smiling bitter
ly in his grave.' 

"Now I am trying to find my own 
way ... by going to Church." 

"I felt that praying was rather queer, 
but at the same time, I cannot deny my 
mind was covered with peace." 

"Most of the professors and students 
arc Christian. They are always going to 
help the poor people with great pleas-

" ure. 
"I think we students of Aoyama who 

love human beings and peace of the 
world should propose the prohibition of 
war with pride and responsibility." 

69 Shoto Cho 
Shibuya Ku 
Tokyo, Japan 
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EDITORIALS 
Aloha, Hawaii! 

Continental America welcomes 
the Paradise of the Pacific as the 
fiftieth sovereign State of the Union. 

Statehood for Alaska left Ha
waii the sole survivor of a procession 
of thirty-one Organized Territories 
which have come into being from 
time to time with the expansion of the 
United States. After almost fifty 
years as a Territory, Hawaii has 
now been voted in, and with gusto! 

Hawaii's twenty islands, of which 
eight are inhabited, contain 6.423 
square miles-more land area than 
any of the three smallest of the 
original thirteen States. Her popula
tion of about 560,000 is far larger 
than that of either of the three newest 
States when admitted into the Union. 

There is a bit of romance in the 
story of Hawaii's relationships to the 
American people. A Polynesian king
dom of proud traditions whose inde
pendence was guaranteed by Britain 
and France in 1844, Hawaii was al
most completely Christianized by 
missionaries from New England be
tween 1782 and 1890. When a revolu
tion overthrew the kingdom in 1893, 
a republic after the pattern of the 
United States was established. This 
republic voluntarily sought annexa
tion by the American government, 
which Congress granted in 1898. 
Since then Hawaii has been a valued 
part of the United States. Hawaiians 
voted 39.413 to 19,911 for statehood 
in 1940. They supported their country 
loyally in the war which came to 
America with the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor. In 1950 they prepared 
and approved a constitution to go 
into effect with statehood. 

The people of Hawaii today are 
1 largely of Japanese, Korean, Chi

nese, and Filipino ancestry, and are 
no longer predominantly of the Chris
tian faith. Full blooded Hawaiians, 
like the haoles (Caucasians), are a 
relatively small but privileged mi
nority. English is the official lan
guage, and the economy is thorough
ly Americanized. Buddhists, Confu
cianists, Shintoists, Catholics, Protes-
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!ants, and Mormons enjoy freedom 
of worship. 

The predominance of Far Eastern 
peoples and non-Christian religions 
in Hawaii today was used as an 
argument both for and against 
statehood, but the almost unanimous 
vote in Congress commits the coun
try once more to a bold policy of 
racial inclusiveness and religious 
tolerance. May the fiftieth State con
tinue to demonstrate the wisdom of 
that policy. 

Methodists have an important 
concern in Hawaii. The Hawaiian 
Mission, with its twenty-six churches 
and thirty-odd ministerial members, 
is in its fifty-third year. Most of the 
churches depend upon the Division 
of National Missions for substantial 
financial aid and are strengthened 
by the mission institutions and 
workers of the Woman's Division of 
Christian Service. In view of the re
ligious opportunities and spiritual 
needs of the new State, this aid 
should not be diminished but great
ly increased during the early years 
of Hawaii's statehood. 

The Future of Berlin and 
World Peace 

As these lines are written, the hope 
of a peaceful negotiation of the 
Berlin crisis has been revived by the 
conditioned Soviet acceptance of a 
proposal from the Western powers 
for a Big Four conference. But the 
situation is serious indeed, and no 
one knows what the outcome will be. 
Russia's expressed determination to 
turn over all her responsibilities in 
Berlin to East Germany carries with 
it the threat of scrapping existing 
agreements and making another at
tempt to cut the city off from com
munication with West Germany. This 
threat is countered by a firm state
ment from President Eisenhower that 
so far as America is concerned, 
treaty rights and responsibilities in 
Berlin are not to be abandoned. 

Fortunately the positions which 
have been taken are not incapable 

of reconciliation; and though the dif
ficulties are awesome and the 
dangers are great, the world-wide 
demand for a peaceful settlement 
and the universal horror of nuclear 
warfare as an alternative should 
weight the scales heavily on the side 
of peace. 

The suggestions that participation 
in the conference on Berlin be en
larged to include communist neigh
bors of Germany and that the con
ference of ministers give way to a 
summit conference are less promis
ing than the reference of the matter 
to the General Assembly of the 
United Nations as a whole. 

The whole world has a stake in the 
Berlin settlement. That this is no mat
ter for unilateral action surely all 
must agree. Is it not a crisis of the 
sort the United Nations should under
take to solve? 

Jaunty Journalism 
That a gossipy style of reporting 

and a flippant. sophomoric manner 
of interpreting the news have appeal 
to many readers none can deny. But 
jaunty journalism of this kind has its 
drawbacks, and sometimes they are 
serious. 

For many years barbed and (as 
they are often interpreted) ill-man
nered thrusts at Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru have angered peo
ple in India v1ho would have liked to 
understand America antl ~o be friend
ly to the West. More recently the edi
tors of the Latin American edition of 
Time magazine must take the blame 
for having incited violent riots in Bo
livia against the United States. This 
they managed to do in one of the 
most friendly of neighbor countries 
by attributing to an unnamed "of
ficial" in the United States Embassy 
at La Paz a foolish statement about 
solving Bolivia's problems by divid
ing her territory among her neigh
bors. Such a statement, if it were 
made even in private jest by a re
sponsible official. could not fail to 
arouse the bitter resentment of any 
Bolivian who heard of it. 

We are for freedom of the press, 
but heaven help us from the kind of 
journalism that makes the ugly 
American uglier still in the eyes of 
his neighbors! 
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"Awakening Conscience" 
in South Africa 

Dr. Joost de Blank. the Anglican 
archbishop of Cape Town, has re
ported, according to the Ecumeni
cal Press Service, that there are 
signs· of an "awakening conscience" 
among the citizens of South Africa 
concerning apartheid, the South 
African form of segregation. 

Dr. de Blank said a sign of hope 
was the recent service in Cape 
Town Cathedral on the Day of the 
Covenant when while, black. and 
colored people knelt side by side to 
receive the sacrament from minis
ters of the three racial groups. 

"All over the country," Dr. de 
Blank continued, "the tide of moral 
conviction is rising. In lime it will 
wash away the cruel rocks of arro
gance and pride and soften the hard
ness of men's hearts." 

Pentecost-Forgotten 
Festival? 

On May 17, the World CounGl.l of 
Churches is calling the churches of 
its membership to a celebration of 
Pentecost. In a release under the by
line of John Garrett, an Australian 
Congregational minister, the ques
tion is asked: 

"What happened at Pentecost? 
Fifty days after the Easter appear
ance of Christ, an international 
group of followers of Jesus met in 
Jerusalem. They were in low spirits; 
they had been waiting for something 
to turn up. It did. 

"As they sat together and prayed, 
God came among them. Describing 
it afterwards, they spoke of wind 
and fire and the power of speech." 

Mr. Garrett goes on: 
"What is a witness? He is a man 

who says 'I saw this happen.' The 
early disciples said: 'Christ was 
murdered by our hostility to God. 
We saw it happen. _ .. Christ has 
sent us the Spirit so that we shall 
never be tired any more when we 
serve him, so that we can receive 
power from on high to give all our 
money, our time, and our training, 
our future to him and to nobody 
else.'" 
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"When," Mr. Garrett concludes, 
"whole congregations as conformist 
as Peter or as self-righteous as Paul 
become as revolutionary as they 
were, established customs are in for 
a shock and men will learn again 
that the Holy Spirit is not just light, 
but a fire that is hard to put out." 

It is true, as Mr. Garrett seems to 
suggest, that in many Western 
churches Pentecost is a forgotten 
festival. But in those places where 
the church is in peril, totalitarian 
countries, atheistic countries, the 
people in high places are discover
ing that here is indeed "a fire that 
is hard to put out.'' 

It is to be hoped that not only the 
obvious peril causes the fire to burn. 
The perils of conformity and self
righteousness can be as deadly to 
life as the threat of extinction by 
hostile forces. 

A Spiritual Year 
For Christians 

In a poll conducted by George 
Gallup on Catholic and Protestant 
feeling for each other it has been re
vealed that 94 % of Catholics have 
never thought of changing to Prot
estantism, while 6 % have thought of 
it. And in exactly the same propor
tion, 94 % of the Protestants inter
viewed have never considered be
coming Catholics, while 6 % have. 

Protestants object to certain tenets 
of the Catholic faith such as the in
fallibility of the Pope and the em
phasis put on the Virgin Mary and 
the saints. 

Catholics objeot to the "laxness" 
of Protestants on divorce and remar
riage; to the fact that all denomina
tions do not have "the same set of 
rules," that there is no place for con
fession and that Protestant ministers 
marry. 

The two great bodies of Christians 
are like diametrically opposed politi
cal systems "in some respects. But. 
we have learned, during this past 
Geophysical Year, that political sys
tems diametrically opposed can, at 
the same lime, share scientific truth 
with each other. 

Can there be any way in a di
vided Christian world for separate 
bodies in Christ's church to share 
new spiritual truth with each other? 

Is there a place for joint meetings 
with no ultimate. goal of unity but 
for the purpose of getting hold of a 
spiritual insight, particularly rele
vant to the nuclear age? 

It seems to us there is as urgent a 
need for a Spiritual Year as there 
was for a Geophysical Year. 

Recruitment of the Laity 
The year 1959 has been set aside 

by the church as a year of recruit
ment. It is confined, in the minds 
of most church members, to recruit
ing young people for professional 
life service in the church. There are 
perils-perhaps heartaches-in this 
plan of recruitment. In this age only 
the most qualified and highly edu
cated young people can be assured 
a professional place. More is de
manded of them than dedication 
and good will. 

We do not quarrel with that. But 
there is another sort of recruitment 
long overdue. That is the recruitment 
of laity for the national policy-mak
ing bodies in the church. 

In many church congregations in 
The Methodist Church are men and 
women who have national places in 
politics, in the professions; and in the 
arts. Aside from the membership 
rolls of their local churches their 
names do not appear in church 
councils. 

When calls are coming each 
month from the World Council of 
Churches for renewed participation 
of laity The Methodist Church seems 
to be giving more and more of its 
destiny into the hands of the clergy 
and professional church workers. 

It is true that an unenlightened 
laity can almost wreck a church. 
But if each local church would seek 
diligently for its outstanding laymen 
and lay women-even if they have 
shown no initiative in taking part in 
church councils-keeping in mind 
the standards set for the professional 
workers-we could have an increas
ingly effective church. 

It is quite possible, too, that the 
church will get new perspective 
thus on its task. We hope that the 
recruitment of new lay participants 
in the mission of the church will not 
be put off too long. 

WOI\LU OUTLOOK 



RED SHADED AREAS OF THIS MAP 
DESIGNATE THE MAIN AREAS 
OF METHODIST WORK 
SOUTH OF THE 
SAHARA 

METHODIST STATIONS 
ARE INDICATED BY 
DOT e AND ARE 
SET IN BOLD 
TYPE 

a11 

ALGERIA 

DAHOMEY 
BR. CAMEROONS 
FR. CAMEROONS 

RIO MUNI 

INTRODUCTION 
to a11 

INTRODUCTION 

TH!~ issue of \~lonLD OuTLOOK is entirely devoted to 
Alnca south ol the Sahara. It is the hope of the editors 

that this issue will whet the appetite of our readers for this 
year's interdenominational mission study on Africa an<l 
will serve as a supplement to that study and the excellent 
materials prepared for it. 

To stimulate interest in Africa-to serve as an introduc
tion to more thorough study-is about all that can be 
attempted in a single issue of a magazine. For this vast 
continent is simply too huge and too varied to be easily 
known . Four times the size of the United States, Africa 
has a population of approximately 220,000,000 people 
who speak some 700 languages or dialects. Of the eleven 
independent nations on the continent, seven have 
achieved or regained that status since World War II. Five 
more territories are scheduled to become independent in 
1960. There is political unrest in almost every one of the 
territories remaining under colonial rule. Riots in the 
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U.A.R. 
I Egypt I 

SUDAN 

FR. SOMALILAND 

Belgian Congo, the French Republic of Congo, and the 
J3ritish territory of Nyasalan<l have occurred since the be
ginning of the year. 

It has beer1 said that Africa is "entering history." Cer
tainly, the old Africa is either dead or dying fast. This 
may be bad as well as good but, in either case, nostalgia is 
not enough. \i\Te must seek to understand and to help the 
new Africa that is struggling to be born. 

· And we cannot really help until we understand. Ameri
cans like to think that good intentions make everything 
turn out all right in the end. This is a rather odd assump
tion since it is common knowledge what place is paved 
with good intentions. Uninformed good will is at best 
patronizing-a refusal to take something really seriously. 
\i\Te must take Africa very seriously and we have much to 
learn. It is our hope that this special issue will help a small 
bit in that learning. 

TnE EmTons 
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"N_ow is tlie t~me ,tor completely dedicated Christians of every cou11try to share eq1wlly in a 
fellows/1117 of s11ffenng. · The Rev. Peter Dagad11 of Ghana at an exee11tive co111111ittee 111eeti11g of the 

iVorld Council of Churches 1Vitlz Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam and 1\1etropolitan James of 
1\tlelita, ne1V Orthodox archbishop of North and So11th America. 

NEW. FRONTIERS 

far the Missionary 
by C. l\1ELVIN BLAKE 

Mr. Blake is Executive Secretary 
for Africa of the Division of World 

Missions. This article was originally 
an address given over tl1e Columbia 

Broadcasting System program, 
Clmrch of t11e Air. 
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IN Ai'vlEHICAN HISTORY the 
"' . " " . " words frontier and prnneer are 

used together in describing the open
ing up of our country. The frontier 
was the area on the edge of the unex
plored regions and the pioneers were 
the people who braved the wilds and 
settled there. It was not easv on the 
frontiers, and those pionee;·s, cour
ageous enough to strike out into the 

unknown, have become national 
heroes. 

\!l/e have also used these tenns
"frontier" and "pioneer"-with refer
ence to the missionary enterprise of 
the church. The Frontier was the area 
where Christ was not known and the 
pioneer missionary was the one who 
went to make J-1 im known. 

These terms arc usually associated 
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with geography whether they ref er to 
the opening up of new areas of the 
world or to the expansion of the 
church. During the last l 50 years, 
the motivation of the missionary out
reach of the church has been to make 
known, to those who did not know, 
the good news of Christ. The result 
was the geographical extension of the 
church through open doors into the 
far reaches of the earth. 

Politically, economically and mili
tarily, during this period, the \i\Test 
was dominant. One moved with com
parative ease across international 
boundaries. The great, non-Christian 
faiths were asleep. Colonialism had a 
field clay and took over whole sections 
of the ·world. \i\Thole continents like 
Africa were partitioned among the 
colonial powers. 

During the great century of mis
sionary outreach the church moved in 
on the heels of colonialism. \i\Thole 
populations responded to the preach
ing of the \i\T ord of God. 'What hap
pened beggars description. It is a 
glorious heritage. 

The church now exists in every 
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major territorial division of the world. 
It has conquered geographical 

frontiers. Missionaries gave their lives 
in opening ne\.v areas of the world to 
the gospel. One of the early mission
aries in Portuguese \i\T est Africa, 
writing of difficulties encountered, in
cluding the death of several of his col
leagues said, "vVe 'have borne more 
burdens . . . done more thinking, 
lived and encountered more in the 
past five years than one would in 
fifteen years in New England.' " 

The same motivation which pro
duced the great century of missionary 
expansion must now be turned into 
an adventure of a different kind. The 
frontiers now are not primarily geo
graphical-they are social, psychic, 
ideological-anything that stands in 
the way of any individual in the earth 
coming into fellowship with Christ. 
These frontiers are more illusive and 
difficult than geographical ones and 
will take greater courage and sacrifice 
on the part of the missionary than 
ever before. 

The African continent is a case in 
point and illustrates how rapidly 

changing events have created for the 
missionary new barriers which must 
be broken through if the message of 
Christ is to be made effective in Afri
can society. 

] t was less than l 00 years ago that 
the journeys of the missionary ex
plorer, David Livingstone, came to an 
end. At the time of Livingstone's 
death, Africa was relatively un
touched. There followed the opening 
up of the continent by missionaries 
and colonists. The story is a mixture 
of good and evil; of missionaries carry
ing the good news of Christ to the peo
ple at the same time that they were be
ing exploited by other interests. The 
consequent multiplication of schools, 
hospitals and churches by missionary 

(Below) "Political movements also 
create new frontiers which 11111st be 
reclwned witlz . ... The association of 
missionary 1vork with the E1tropean, 
with imperialism and colonialism was 
in evidence during tlze (All-Africa 
People's) Conference." South African 
17olice baton charge women holding a 
meeting to protest tlie requirement that 
tl1ey ca11-;• passes. 
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(Opposi.te Page) "Today, lw (the missio1wry) m11st share with the African as a colleague mul 
so111eti111es worh 11mler lzis ilirectio11." Mattlzew Hlalrntama, principal of tlze teacher trai11i11g 

school nt Old Umtali, lzas bee11 called by So11tlzern Rlwdesimz 11ewspapers tlze first African in tlznt 
country to have wlzites worhing under lzim. 

aoencies, alon!?. with the economic 
0 L' 

development of the continent by 
colonial governments, cn.tapultecl the 
AL'rican people into the future at such 
a pace that neither the African nor 
the colonist can clearly foresee the 
next turn of events. One thing is sure 
-everything is moving rapidly, and 
the resulting consternation is reflected 
in the situation facing the modern 
missionary. 

The most difficult feature of the 
new frontiers confronting the mis
sionary in Africa is that of the up
rooted African himself. In the early 
days Africa was principally rural. 
The people lived as they had lived 
for centuritis with little or no progress. 
In a relatively short period of time 
this was changed. The African was 
uprooted from tribal life in the primi
tive village and became the object of 
conflicting forces. Before, he was 
primitive, receptive, impressionable. 
Now, many other forces, good and 
evil, have changed him into a person 
seeking more and more knowledge of 
the outside world, beginning to think 
for himself and make his own deci
sions. 

These new frontiers are reflected 
in the changes taking place in the 
missionary approach to the African. 
The missionary used to give sugar to 
African boys and girls to get them to 
attend the mission schools. Now there 
are literally thousands of schools, and 
African youth have taken the initia
tive in insisting on higher education 
and adequate preparation for the fu
ture. In the early days the missionary 
took the initiative in everything. The 
African was acquiescent and in many 
respects was treated as a child. Today 
the African wants to be treated as an 
equal and raises a question if the mis
sionm11 attempts to have the last word 
in matters affecting the life of the 
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church. The missiona11' once directed 
the work of the mission in the estab
lishment of the church; today, he 
must share with the African as a col
league and sometimes work under his 
direction. This calls for new orienta
tion on the part of the missionary. 

Political movements also create 
new frontiers which must be reck
oned with. The All-Africa People's 
Conference held in December, 1958, 
at Accra, Ghana, with African rep
resentatives from twenty-eight coun
tries indicates one of the current 
political trends which affect every 
area within the continent and the 
church itself. The conference spoke 
out in unmistakable terms against 
racialism, tribalism, colonialism, and 
imperialism. The association of mis
sionary work with the European, 
with imperialism and colonialism was 
in evidence during the conference. 
Here is a new frontier-to help the 
African people see the true Christian 
message and disassociate it from 
things Western, colonialist and im
perialist. To assume this responsibility 
the missionary must be ready to ac
cept unjust criticism as well as re
sponsibility for mistakes made by his 
predecessors in the missionary pro
gram of the church. 

In the face of the revolutionary 
events taking place in Africa and 
other parts of the world, there are 
those who raise the question as to 
how much longer there will be a 
place for the mission my. I hasten to 
assert that ""e are only now on the 
threshold of genuine Christian wit
ness on all frontiers of the world. \i\le 
are merely witnessing a shifting of 
events which have brought to a focus 
these new frontiers. 'v\7 e are now in the 
throes of hammering out nevv forms 
of pioneering to confront them. There 
may be difficult clays ahead for the 

young churches in many countries 
clue to the exceedingly complex situa
tions created as people with new
found freedoms seek their rightful 
place in the world. We need more 
missionaries than ever before ready 
to go to those areas of the world 
where their assistance and encourage
ment during difficult days will con
vince the church that Christianity is 
a world brotherhood. 

The task before us now is to deep
en the spiritual life of the world 
church. Nowhere has the church 
really plumbed the depths of the 
Christian faith in appropriating the 
power released in the world th rough 
Christ. James S. Stewart, in his 
"Thine Is the Kingdom;" indicates 
that the greatest missionm)1 era of the 
church may be in the future by say
ing, "'vVhen we consider the amazing 
achievements of the faith of Christ 
through nineteen centuries surely it 
is not baseless optimism to hope that 
concealed in the mists of the future 
other victories are waiting far sur
passing in range and sweep and 
splendor anything that the past has 
lmO'wn." 
~le are now beginning to see that 

these new frontiers which we have 
been trying to describe exist as much 
in our O\Vn country as in the so-called 
"mission fields" of the world. Dr. 
\V'illis Lamott in his book, "Revolu
tion in Missions" says, "The day is 
past when men thought of missions 
as concerned largely with the con
version of individuals from non
Christian religions in conveniently 
distant foreign lands. The challenge 
of our day lies rather in a world-wide 
heathenism running horizontally 
through all the religions, cultures and 
nations of the world, including our 

" own. 
\\That kind of church will serve 
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to continue the propagation of the 
faith to the oncoming generations in 
this kind of world? \Ve should ex
plore once again the story of the be
ginnings of the Christian church to 
see if the answer is not found there. 
The symbol by which we recall God's 
entry into time in Jesus Christ is a 
cross. It symbolizes suffering, sacri
fice, and death followed by victory, 
only to be followed by other crosses, 
martyrdom, persecution and suffering 
throughout the hist011• of the church. 

The Christian world mission in to
dav's world demands a church that is 

:· no't necessarily a successful church 
but a witnessing church. A success
ful church tends to think of itself as 
the missionm)' and depends upon it
self. A witnessing church, on the 
other hand, thinks of itself as a chan
nel through which God Himself 
touches all of life and lifts it to a new 
level of existence. 

If we are to be a part of a witness-
ing church in today's world, we may 
not come through with our lives-we 
may lose them; we may not be very 
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successful-indeed, we may fail; we 
may not be able to count numbers
we may even confront a wholesale 
turning away from the church-for 
the church may have to die to live 
again. 

The histOl)' of God's action in the 
world is that of a series of crosses
ancl the only.way for the Christian to 
witness is by way of a cross-losing 
in order to save. This is not an era for 
success but an era for \vitness. 

Now is a time for completely delli
cated Christians of every country to 
share equally in a fellowship of suf
fering-becoming channels through 
which an eternally suffering God 
may continue His mission of reconcil
ing mankind to Himself. 

Several years ago an oil company 
was drilling for oil on the west coast 
of Africa. They surveyed the area, 
drilled in various places but found 
nothing. The company removed its 
equipment and gave up any further 
attempts to find oil. Several years 
later another company moved in its 
equipment and began drilling in the 

same places and struck oil. One of the 
engineers was asked why his com
pany had succeeded and the previous 
company had met with failure. His 
answer was, "They didn't go deep 
enough." 

If, in the coming years, the Chris
tian world mission falters before the 
new found freedoms of the majority 
of the peoples of the earth, it will be 
because we did not take our cue l'rom 
the cross. It will be because we did not 
go deep enough in plumbing the vast 
potential of the Christian message. 

The call to the Christian people of 
the world in our day is to the realiza
tion that the mission of the church is 
not finished as long as there is one 
area of human life or a single individ
ual that is outside the fellowship of 
Christ. The frontiers facing the mis
sionm)' today are world-wide. They 
exist in eve111 country in the world, 
and Christians of every country must 
learn from each other, new ways of 
appropriating under all the circum
stances ol' a revolutionary world, the 
good news of Jesus Christ. 
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Racing to sclzool at Ga11ta. 

"As I See It Now" 

T HlHTY YEAHS AGO a big mud
and-thatch house stood in the 

midst oF a deserted and over-grown 
rice farm. A leopard crouched in the 
tangle and mauled the mission goat. 
Villagers in loin-cloths walked for 
miles carrying a chicken to pay for the 
new "medicine." Today there are 
Bowering trees, neat drives and stone 
and brick buildings. Patients throng 
the clinic; school children shout; the 
sawmill hums; trucks and cars whirl 
along the road. Through the trees I 
can glimpse our heautiFul stone 
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By GEORGE '"· HARLEY 

church, the heart of Gan ta i\ I ission . 
About a year ago the Miller McAl

lister Church was opened when the 
Liberia Annual Conference held its 
first session in the interior. For seven 
years stone-masons, carpenters and 
the workmen at the tile-yard had been 
building, slowly, and by hand, and 
the building had grown. In the bst 
six months there had been a speed-up 
to meet the dead-line, the opening of 
Con fcrence. Steel windows were set 
into the openings; glass was found 
right here in I ,ibcria-and old stock-

hlue, and gold, and silvery white: 
wiring was finished and the cathedral
lantern fixtures were hung. A bell 
was raised and hung in the tower. 
The first bell had been cracked and 
had to be sent to England to be recast, 
so we put up a substitute-a second
hand bell from an old church in 
North Carolina. It is an old, old bell. 
I think it has silver in it and I like its 
voice very much. 

lt's the prettiest church in all the 
count rv and visitors sav that a more 
"churcl1ly" church wot;ld be hard to 
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find. 1\s you step through the door 
you come into a spiritual atmosphere 
that makes you stop, and look, and 
then walk softly down the red-banded 
strip of carpet toward the chancel 
with its lovely furniture. The vaulted 
roof seems higher and longer than it 
is, because of the gentle slope of the 
Aoor, and angles and proportions of 
the beams stretching far overhead. 
The great golden window over the 
altar lets in just the right kind of sun
light; and the blue fanlights over the 
side windows acid to the feeling of 
peace and calm. 

On a Sunday morning, the bell 
calls clearly; the school children slip 
in to fill the pews; the group of Mano 
women sitting in the "Amen Corner" 
(the transept) strike up a chant in the 
native tongue. Then the choir 
marches in, reel-robed and dignified . 
Church has begun. "The Lord is in 
His Holy Temple!" 

On that elate last year when the 
Annual Conference convened, I made 
the welcoming speech, less than a half 
hour after I had placed on the rostrum 
two Bag-stands on which the paint 
was still not quite dry, the finishing 
touch on all our preparations. 

The President of Liberia, who is 
nn ardent Methodist, attended the 
Conference, and spoke to us of plnns 
and progress. The Secretary of the 
Treasury was there, too, and the Dis
trict Commissioner, with other gov
ernment officials. Two of them pre
sided at the tables when the people 
brought in their offerings, collections, 
and subscriptions from all over the 
country, until more than $50,000 was 
totalled up. This was the result of a 
special drive for the Advance pro
gram, and is intended to set in opera
tion a new trammg school for 
preachers who have not been able to 
get regular theological preparation. 

Then there were meetings oF com
mittees, and busy individuals all over 
the place, just like any conference 
anywhere in the world; and "all-night 
sessions" of the Cabinet; and the Sec
retary and the Treasurer rushing to 
finish reports; and the vVoman's So
ciety of Christian Service in Full 
charge of one evening, when a woman 
preacher, recently ordained, made a 
speech that had us all wondering if 
we hadn't missed something by being 
so slow to allow women in the pulpit. 

MAY 1959 

A laboratory assistant trained hy Dr. Harley. 

The American Ambassador was a 
guest speaker, and in the final session 
Bishop Taylor set us all straight with 
a sermon that made us sit there and 
say, "Now, that's good old-Fashioned 
i\'lethoclism!" The congregation of 
Four hund1~ed was good to see-the 
hrethren all in clerical black, and the 
women making up for it in the most 
colorful way. 

The Girls' Hostel had been made 
ready, almost simultaneously with the 
completion of the church. Sixty dele
gates slept there and some two hun
dred and fifty ate there during the 
Conference. Then it reverted to its 
proper use. This year there will be 
forty-eight school girls there, and 
many more will be turned away be
cause there is not room. 

In the school enrollment also we 
have to turn away almost as many as 
we ::iccept. It really makes us sad 
when the children or their parents 
wait, and plead, but cannot be taken 
in because there is no longer room 
for them in the classes. The reputa-

tion of Ganta Mission School is high. 
Government officials apply For their 
children, alongside the untutored peo
ple from the "bush." Each child is ad
mitted, or turned away, on his own 
merits, as long as we have room. A 
former student oF ours who has taken 
a degree in U.S .A. and is now teach
ing at the University of Liberia, re
cently filed an application a year in 
advance, to make sure that his chil
dren would have a chance to get into 
our school next year. Yet at present 
our school is only half \vhat it should 
be. \i\Te teach double sessions. \Ve 
need twice the classroom facilities and 
twice the number of teachers. It isn't 
right that the same teacher should 
teach the fifth grade in the morning, 
and the second grade in the afternoon; 
but tlrnt is the best we can clo under 
the circumst::mces. vV e are planning 
another classroom building, for which 
friends will be asked to help us next 
year. 

In connection with the help of 
U.S. churches, I should tell you that 
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Breahi11g grozt11d for tlze "prettiest church in tlze cozmtr)'." 

your help in a 'Week of Dedication 
offering a few years ago is now being 
built into three new wings of our 
hospital. This program was delayed 
because the hostel was more immedi
ately needed, and the church had 
waited long enough. Now for a solid 
year, the masons have been putting 
up stones, brick and cement, and the 
carpenters have added timbers, rafters, 
and nails, and the mail-order metal 
(termite-proof) window frames. until 
the new buildings are beginning to 
take shape. 

An increase in the government sub
sidy for our leprosy colony is making 
it possible to double the size of our 
colony infirmary, and next, we will 
install a water supply for the town. 
\Ve shall dig a big well, pump the 
water a thousand feet to a tank which 
will supply a gravity system for the 
entire community of 600 or 700 pa
tients. \i\l e hope to install a similar 
system this year on the school campus, 
which will supply five dwellings, the 
boys' dormitories and the dining hall. 
It will be planned big enough to take 
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care of several future buildings. 
These remarks about our new 

buildings, and our needs and plans 
should be considered merely as an 
introduction to what I really ought to 
be saying. You know that Africa is 
changing fast. Perhaps you realize 
that support in the form of "mission
ary boxes," used machinery, and sec
ond-quality equipment is no longer 
sufficient, nor even acceptable. The 
Christian program in Africa needs the 
very best that the church can give it . 
The African wants the best there is, 
and he wants it now. In some places, 
and in many instances he is going to 
get it. Liberia bids fair to be one of 
those places. I may mention in passing 
that here is the biggest rubber planta
tion, and the finest iron-ore in the 
world. In Liberia we have what is, I 
believe, the best chance in all Africa 
to learn to work together. A great 
deal has been accomplished, ancl a 
tremendous lot remains to be done. 

There is a temptation for us to say, 
as many visitors do, "\i\l e are getting 
along fine!" \Ve have a staff o[ a dozen 

n11ss1onaries. \i\Te have two hundred 
and fifty children in school. \i\le treat 
one lnmdrel patients a day at the hos
pital. V\le treat nine hundred leprosy 
patients twice a week. vVe have a 
school farm. \Ve make our own furni
ture. \i\l e have our own savvmill, and 
brickyard, and stone quarry. V/e 
might have all this and still miss the 
opportunity of reaching the people 
outside the immediate physical con
tact of this institution. The Reverend 
Paul Sundar, with his group of evan
gelists, holds religious services in some 
sixty different places every week. He 
is working with the help of boys of 
good spirit, but very meager training. 
Miss Black, with her Language and 
Literacy program, is tackling single
handed the problem of adult educa
tion, while she produces text-books 
and literature in a language never put 
into written form. She needs some 
help. Instead, she is called on to pinch
hit as record clerk in the dispensary, 
and for other odd jobs. 

It has been said that a m1ss10nary 
is expected to do two or three jobs 
simultaneously! But I assure you the 
clay is past when The Methodist 
Church can send out a pioneer mis
sionary couple to settle c!.own as we 
did thirty-three years ago, and expect 
them to do literally everything that 
needs to be done. Indeed, our job now 
is more to guide, and instruct, and 
train people to help themselves, and 
to do their own jobs. \Ve have already 
come to the place where opportunities 
are multiplied beyond all possible ful
fillment by the person who aims to do 
everything himself. It is no longer 
enough to say, "Give us the tools and 
we will do the job" (though we arc 
still sadly in need of tools). vVe must 
rather say, "Send us teachers and tech
nicians, and we will teach the people 
to do what has to be clone." Our 
future emphasis must be on learning 
to work together, the foreigner and 
the African, side by side; each learn
ing to profit by his own mistakes and 
the other's achievements. 

It is no longer enough to plan for 
things as they appear at the moment. 
\i\l e have had the experience of build
ing twice as big as seems necessary. 
only to find, before it is finished, that 
it is too small. A broad vision is 
needed for the future. 
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by 
ROY S. SMYRES 

Dr. Smyres, associate director of the Advance Department for the Di
vision of 'Vorld Missions, served as a missionary in Africa. 

the 

OLD AFRICA 
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As we consider the amazing de
velopments taking place in Afri

ca today, it may be interesting, and 
certainly usdul, to look back at the 
old Africa. The writer arrived the 
first time in the Belgian Congo early 
in 1917, traveled on foot far out into 
the "bush"-the interior-and had 
opportunity· to observe what was 
there before the advent of the auto
mobile and the airplane. 

In those days there were compara
tively few white men in Central 
Africa. To be sure, the white man 
ruled and, alas, too often with a rod 
of iron. Taking advantage of the tra
ditional enmity between tribes, gov
ernments made it a practice to use 
African police and soldiers of one 
tribe in the territory of another. This 
made fraternization between the 
agents of the rulers and those ruled 
quite out of the question, and em
phasized the harshness of the rule by 
foreigners. When Africans of many 
tribes came together in the great 
mining centers, they were perforce 
compelled to keep the peace-it was 

to the white man 's interest to see that 
they did. Perhaps this compulsion has 
led many Africans to question whether 
they do not have more in common 
\.Vith their fellow Africans, even of 
other tribes, than they do with the 
white man. At any rate, I am told that 
in recent ye'irs some governments in 
Africa have Eeen stressing tribal unity 
in an attempt to divide and rule. 

But forty years ago the beginnings 
of detribalization had already been 
well established. The loyalty of the 
individual to his chief and all that he 
stood for was diminishing. The old 
power was passing away; the new, ex
pressing itself through a language 
foreign in word and in concept, was 
obeyed because guns stood behind it. 
\i\lhen one remembers that it was the 
rule for the Jaws, no matter how iust 
in European eyes, to be administ~red 
by men who acted as if they were a 
superior race, and for relations be
tween white and black to be those of 
master and servant, can one be so 
blind as to fail to see how present-day 
tensions have been built up? 

The old Africa was an enormous 
geographical area, villages separated 
by miles on end of narrow, twisting 
paths through forest, open field, 
marsh and jungle. A network of roads 
and air lanes now brings all the prin
cipal centers close together. Though 
Central African Bantu had a means 
of communication through drums, 
these were not used for any extensive 
news coverage. Now, rapid communi
cations have made Africans aware of 
what is going on in the world. They 
learned, too, in the first and second 
world wars, when many of them were 
drafted for service, that bullets kill 
white men as "veil as black. An in
creasing number of Africans are ask
ing themselves about their own possi
bilities and destiny. 

The ancient idea that the chief was 
the "Kasanga chyalo"-"the finder of 
the land," the lord who controlled the 
land and saw to it that his people 
had sufficient to raise necessaiy food 
-has given way to the idea of private 
property. But it has not escaped the 
notice of the African that white men 
own most of the private property. 

Another aspect of the old Africa 
was the concept of the total involve
ment of religion with life. The an
cient animistic religion, with all its 
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The war dance of the Z1rl11S, 110111 performed for tourists, calls 11p 
memories of the old Africa. 

inadequacies, did bind every aspect or 
everyday liFe to the world beyond. 
There was constant awareness of 
other than human forces which ex· 
crciscd a major. control over human 
lire. The Fragmentary nature of the 
a\'crage white man's religion has not 
helped the presently confused Afri
can to find new bearings now that he 
lws largely lost the old. By and large 
it is only the missionaries who at
tempt to live with Christ as the Lord 
of all of life; and their example is un
fortunately partly negated by the per
functory-or worse-attitude of the 
majority of vvhite people. 

In 1919 the writer accompanied 
Bishop E. S. Johnson, as his secretary, 
across \Vest Africa through Angola 
and on to Bukama, the then rnilhcad 
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of the Cape-to-Cairo Hailroacl in the 
Belgian Congo. During this journey, 
of which 800 miles were clone on 
foot, we crossed territOI)' as yet un
subdued by the Portuguese Govern· 
ment. One clay Bishop Johnson, one 
African helper and I, separated from 
the remainder of our party of a dozen 
or so, suddenly found ourselves sur
rounded by a group of warriors, 
armed with bows, spears and shields 
and adorned with colored paint. vVe 
were totally unarmed, save fot the 
Sword of the Spirit . Our African 
helper could speak a language which 
these men understood. Through him, 
the Bishop told of our reason for go
ing through the country-to tell peo
ple about God, to sec how we could 
help them to better liFc. The leader 

listened in silence, ga\'e a signal, and 
all oF them melted away into the 
bush. None of the rest oF our party 
saw them. 

One would hardly imply that all of 
modern life's dangers, problems and 
complex human relations are to be 
solved that simply. Yet we do dare to 
claim that this incident represents the 
basis on which they are to be solved: 
with loving concern, not with arms. 
The old Africa has changed and 
yielded seething and urgent prob· 
lems. Insofor as the Church of Jesus 
Christ is able, both in America and in 
Africa, to represent effectively the 
love which He represents, translated 
into attitudes and deeds, the new 
Africa may yet become an outstand· 
ing pmt of the Kingdom or our Lord. 

WOHLD OUTLOOK 

·r 
, I 

. I 



: i ,, 

i ' 

I 

I· 
\: 
1. 
I • 
I 
l : 

I· 

I 
I 
:. 
! · 

I: 

~ ' 

I : 
' 
Ii 
I i ,, 
' 

THE BELGIAN CONGO 
by BISHOP 

J. "'ASKOM PICKETT 

Bishop Pickett recently visited the Belgian Con
go in his capacity as consultant on evangelism 
for the Division of "' orld Missions. 

0 1F Africa below the Sahara no 
part is more interesting or to 

American readers less known than 
the Belgian Congo (or "Congo 
Belge," as its rulers call it). A vast 
area-more than a million square 
miles-rich in minerals and timber, 
it stretches from the Atlantic across 
vVestern and Central Africa to the 

Under n stnt11e of I-Ienry Stnnley who opened the Congo to E11ropem1s, n co11te111pornry Congolese po11ders tl1e f1 1t11re. 
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bordns ul Uganda and Tanganyika, 
,,·ithin four hundred miles oF the East 
Africa coast on the Indian Ocean. 

Yesterday. historically speaking, 
\\·as \'en• had in this area. \\Then 
LiYingst~ne and Stanley focused at
tention upon r\frica as the "Dark 
Continent'' conditions "·ere no\\'here 
\\'Orse than here. T1ibal \\'ar raged. 
"·itchcraFt \\·as the onlv "medical" 
practice. shffery flourish~d and can
nibalism \\'as common. The only long
established outside contacts \\'ere \\'ith 
r\rab sla,·e dealers. Tribes took slm·es 
from one another. held some and sold 
others. Congolese tribesmen were 
sold in the sla,·e markets of North 
_-\frica. Arabia and North and South 
r\merica. 

In the nineteenth century scramble 

of European nations for .-\frican ter
ritories this region "as taken m·er by 
King Leopold I of Belgium, who 
claimed it as his personal estate. His 
agents "·ere accused of many mal
practices. In ! 90S the Government 
of Belgium formally annexed the 
countr\'. The lubilee of that annexa
tion h<~s just b~en celebrated through
out the Congo and "·ith good cause. 
In spite o!' the hardships of the per
sonal reign of Leopold it was a better 
rule than the Congolese had been ex
periencing for generations. It sub
stantialk reduced tribal wars, can
nibalisn~ and traffic in human Resh 
and introduced a measure of orderly 
government. 

\Vith annexation came a ne\\' era 
of radical reform. The i\luslim sla\'e 

traders \\ere engaged in war and 
beaten. Cannibalism was outla\\·ed. 
Orderly government was established 
throughout the realm. Christian mis
sions were welcomed. The first mis
sionaries were mainly Protestant, but 
Roman Catholic missions followed in 
greater strength. It is said that ap
proximately forty-five per cent of the 
population are now Christians. either 
Protestant or Roman Catholic. \Vhile 
the people or Belgium are O\'er
\\'helminglv Roman Catholic and 
Belgian ~fficials in the Congo arc 
with few exceptions at least nominal
ly Roman Catholic, the Government 
of Belgium and the Belgian Congo 
accepts religious liberty as a basic right 
of their citizens. i\lissions. \\'hether 
Roman Catholic or Protestant, re-

Tlze Co11go of lege11d, dnrk n11d mysterious m1d timeless, still exists i11 some nreas. It 
is suggested hr tlzese dz:gozrt canoes by tlze 1](!11k of CT river. 
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./\fore nnd more, tl1e Co11go is the modern i11d11Strinl society of tlzese Africans 
worhi11g in n cohnlt plant nt Kolwez.i. 
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ceive substantial financial assistance 
for their schools and arc provided 
with medicines for their hospitals and 
clinics. Social work centers arc also 
encouraged. 

Hcccnt governments have {)ro
motcd industrialization. There arc a 
number oF govcrnment-baclzcd cor-

IJOrations dealing with rubber and 
I:. timber but these~ industries have not 

been nationalized. Many Congolcs~ 
have a share in those industries and 
also in coffee and cotton. Powdcrcd 
coffee has multiplied the demand l'or 
the kinds of coffee beans that grow 
well in the Congo. The most spcctac-

1 ular development of industry in the 
I country is in mining. iVlineral rights 
! . arc claimed as government property. 
i' Concessions for their exploration are 
i granted to corporations with adequate 

capital resources. The copper belt, 
which is so important in adjacent 
Northern Hhodesia, extends into the 
Congo for several hundred miles 
north and east. Its chief centers are 

.. Elisabethville and Kolwezi. In both 
of these cities live thousands of Euro
peans and tens of thousands of 
Congolese engaged in mining, proc-

" cssing . and marketing copper and 

. , M A Y 1 9 5 9 

other minerals which are found in 
fantastic amounts in this belt. 

The ideal of a welfare state is ac
cepted by the Government. For cor
porations and all employers conditions 
of labor and minimum wage and 
pension scales arc decreed. I-lousing 
is provided at low cost in the cities 
and a large Fund has been set aside 
For making loans to private persons in 
towns and villages to enable them to 
build better .houses for themselves. J\ 
traveler by car on rural roads now 
secs many new houses constructed oF 
brick or concrete with iron or asbestos
ccmcnt roofs. Besides these arc often 
found pole and thatch houses which 
the owners seem to prefer for much 
oF their living. 

Polygamy is a troublesome feature 
of Congo life. The chiefs, who are 
nominated by governnient from eligi
ble families, usually have several 
wives. Other men in the rural areas 
tend to polygamous marriages if they 
can afford them and argue that when 
they attain a certain superior status 
they must for social and economic 
reasons have additional wives. The 
desire for children often makes hus
bands whose first wives have not con-

ccivcd or whose children have died , 
take second or even third wives. 
Polygamous Families arc not allowed 
in the urban and industrial centers. 
The churches have naturally opposed 
polygamy. \Vhat should be clone when 
a polygamist and his wives profess 
Christian faith has caused much con
cern. Some churches have required 
the polygamist to send all his wives 
away except the first one. Others 
have let him choose one wife to con
tinue in marriage with him and to 
send all others away. These policies 
have sometimes produced tragic re
sults for the discarded wives and their 
children. Many such wives have be
come prostitutes. Some have entered 
other polygamous marriages. Very Few 
have been able to contract monoga
mous marriages. The children have 
been deprived either of their father 
or of their mother. Some churches 
have refrained From asking that the 
additional wives be sent away, and 
have admitted the polygamist to· a 
sort oF permanent or semi-permanent 
catcchumcnatc in which he is re
garded as a Christian believer and is 
accorded pastoral service but is not 
haptizecl. Y ct other churches have 
haptizecl the polygamist and such of 
his wives as have professed Christian 
l'aith and purpose but have not al
lowed him to become an officer oF the 
church, following the Pauline declara
tions that a bi~hop and a deacon 
should each he the husband of one 
wi l'c. Hegarding the wives oF polyga
mists, practice has also differed. Some 
churches have refused to baptize 
any women whose husband is a 
polygamist. Others have allowed the 
baptism oF the first wi!'c, but not ol' 
other wives. This is criticized because 
the first wife has often encouraocd 
other marriages for her husband" in 
order to lighten her burden oF work 
and to give her the added prestige oF 
being the first m110ng several. The 
Southern Congo Annual Conference 
oF The Methodist Church has re
cently voted to disallow the baptism 
oF any wiFc involved in polygamy. 

Government officials discourage 
polygamy and laws have been proposed 
to prohibit it. Even though in the 
cities and in industrial centers a man 
is not allowed to have more than one 
wifo it is reported that a rural resident 
going to the city for employment 
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"GDll is at work, through l1is church and outside of it mid in spite of it, redeeming 
the world, establishing his kingdom. Goel has raised up the church in Africa for 
just such a time as this. Christians can challenge those who arc responsible for 
choosing the spirihrnl basis on which the foundations of the emerging African 
socictv arc to he built. Jesus said, "You will know the truth, and the truth will 
make 

0

rnu free." How shall Africa know the truth, unless it secs it demonstrated 
in the. life and \mrk of the Christi:n1 community? This is the challenge of the 
rc\'olution to the clmrch in Africa today." 

-Jolm and Rena Knrcfa-Smnrt in 

sometimes leaves a wife in his vilbge 
and arranocs for a new wife to share 
the l10us; he obtains in the city. 
There seems to be more and stronger 
sentiments in the country against 
divorce than against plural marriages 
and informed opinion often questions 
whether plural marriages arranged in 
succession as typified by those of 
world-publicized, sophisticated Holly
wood stars are less evil than those 
that overlap in Congo's primitive so
ciety. 

Elementary schools cover a good 
part of the country but the percent
age of literacy is still very low. Esti
mates range from ten to fifteen per 
cent. There are few secondary 
schools. The Methodist and Southern 
Presbyterian churches have recently 
ioined forces to develop a first class 
~oeducational high school in a rural 
setting twenty-five miles from Lulua
bourg. It has approximately 200 stu
dents of whom at present only two 
are girls. Roman Catholics have sev
eral high schools for boys and girls. 
The government has recently started 
some primary schools. The demand 
for these secular schools has come 
in the main from non-Catholics and 
many of the teachers are Protestants 
trained primarily for teaching in the 
schools of the churches. This outlet, 
added to the increasing need for 
teachers for the schools operated by 
the churches, makes additional 
teacher training facilities an impera
tive need. 

Many languages are in use in the 
Congo. These are of three kinds
tribal, trade and official. The tribal 
languages are with few exceptions of 
the Bantu linguistic family and have 
roots in the ancient past. The trade 
languages are more modern and have 
arisen to facilitate communication 
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T11c Halting Kingdom, Friendship Press, 
New York, 1959 

across tribal and racial borders. Of 
five well-established trade languages, 
Swahili is the most widely used in the 
Congo and is current in sections of 
most African countries south of the 
Equator. It is strongest toward the 
east coast. The official languages of 
the Congo are those of Belgium, 
French, and Flemish, both of ·which 
are taught to Congolese children in 
the schools. The linguistic attain
ments of many Congolese whose 
formal education has not gone as high 
as the attainment of a high school 
diploma are by American standards 
prodigious. In recent weeks the writer 
has met a number of Congolese min
isters of his church who are able to 
translate from English or French into 
a half dozen trade and tribal Ian-
guages. 

The Government has established a 
university and the Roman Catholic 
Church operates a second university. 
There is a strong case for a university 
under Protestant church auspices. 
The churches that have emerged 
from Protestant missions use in com
mon the name "The Church of Christ 
in the Congo," with an additional 
name indicating the associated mis
sion or external church connection. 
They act through a delegated organi
zation known as the Congo Protestant 
Council. This body has projected a 
Protestant university for the Congo 
but little progress has been made 
toward the project. Theological and 
other vocational education at uni
versity level should not be long de
layed. There are at present expecta
tions of starting theological education 
on such a level in 1960. 

The Board of Missions of The 
Methodist Church in preparing its 
program for this quadrennium listed 
the Belgian Congo as one of four 

La11ds of Decision. Some additional 
resources have been provided and 
are already being used effectively. 
Other resources are being made avail
able. But it is clear that the needs far 
exceed the resources at present in 
sight. Here is, possibly, a Christian 
nation of an early tomorrow. The old 
animism now offers little rational op
position to the Gospel. It survives as 
superstition but as a religion it is 
dying. Islam is a potential menace 
but has not yet become an alternative 
to Christianity within the knowledge 
of many Congolese. Its association 
with the slave trade is too recent and 
too well known to be ignored. Com
munism as yet has made little prog
ress here. There are, however, several 
forces in evidence that may provide 
an opportunity for the ever-alert 
propagandists and organizers of that 
international conspiracy against the 
welfare of man. First and most potent 
is political unrest. The leaven of po
litical ambition is spreading rapidly. 
The Government is giving careful 
study to proposals as to the future 
status of the Congo. Labor unrest is 
developing, as is also resentment over 
race discriminations which, however, 
are much less in evidence here than 
in most neighbming $tates. The 
churches, and to a lesser but never
theless commendable degree the gov
ernment, are evincing wisdom in deal
ing with these issues. 

Evangelism is progressing rapidly. 
In the Central Congo Conference of 
The Methodist Church camp-meet
ings are attended by thousands of 
people. In one camp-meeting a thou
sand or more persons responded at 
each of four services in two days to 
the call to repent and plead for for
giveness. Public confession was made 
of murder, cannibalism, adultery and 
other criminal misdeeds. In one serv
ice twenty-six young men and eleven 
young women volunteered for Chris· 
tian service. New churches are 
urgently needed in many towns and 
rural areas. The clamor for educa
tion is loud and widespread. The 
Board of Missions eagerly seeks to 
assist both the Central Congo and the 
Southern Congo Annual Conference 
to build both schools and churches 
and thus to insure brighter, happier 
and better tomorrmvs for these peo· 
ple. 
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Th ree Lions Photo 

WORKIN_G WI'fH 

Johannesburg's Miners 

1Vorhers coJ11i11g off a sliift at a gold 111i11e near Jolia1111eslrnrg. 

MAY 1959 

T HE great modern city of Johannesburg in the Union 
of South Africa is circled with mines, the profits from 

which built the city and keep it going. To work in these 
mines come Africans from many tribes and many places 
.:_not least from Mozambique or Portuguese East Africa. 
By agreement, recruiting for the Transvaal mines is al
lowed in Mozambique up to the 22d Parallel and almost 
every adult male in the southern part of Mozambique 
works for a time in the mines. This covers most oF the 
area in Mozambique where The Methodist Church is at 
work and missionaries also work with these migrant min
ers. (The Methodist Church of South Africa is the 
church of citizens of that count1y.) Herc is some oF that 
work now being carried on. ~ 
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Leis11re ti111e i11 a mine co111po1111d. Mi11ers are 11ot allowed to bring tlieir wives and fa111ilies with 
tlie111. Tlie prese11ce of robbers near tlie cn111ps mid 011 tlie trains to and froll! ]olia1111esburg causes 
•11w11y of tlzese 111e11 to spe11cl tlzeir spare time in tlz e co111po1111ds. 

A tribal dimce within the compound helps to ease homesickness. 
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A congregation gatlzers 011tside 
the quarters wlzere services 

will be held. H! orhers are often 
separated by tlze mines on a tribal 

basis. These men are of tlze 
Batswa tribe. 

MAY 1959 

A gro11p of the miners on their 
way to clwrch service. Services are 
held in the living quarters or 
011tdoors on the compounds by 
local leaders with pastors and 
missionaries visiting compounds 
011 a rotating basis. 

So111e of tlze congregation at 
t lze service. 

JOHANNESBURG 
MINERS 
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JOHANNESBURG 
MINERS 

Si11gi11g a cl11et al cl111rcl1 service. 

Si:1ce wo111e11 are urdi1wri/,. 11ut alluwccl u11 tl1e 
co111po11mls, 111issio11;ries s11c/1 as Mrs. Bess 
Perssoll 11 se b11ildi11gs 1!ear the mi11es to hold 

ePc11ing classes for the miners. They are tmrght 
to read and other 11Seful information. Here Mrs. 

Persson helps a st11dent. \Vlzat these hard 
worhing missionaries accornplisli is only a small 

fraction of what needs to be done for these peo11le 
b11t even with a slwrtage of worllers, the good 

news of Christ is being 'proclaimed. 
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fo addition to holding services, mzsszonaries 
train teachers to worh in the compounds. 
These 111i11e worlwrs give 1!p their spare 
tirne to learn to read, tell time (as here), and 
get simple lesso11s i11 s11ch fields as lzygien~ 
to teac11 to others in the compound. . 
J\'Iissionary Alf Helgesson is shown. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

OF 

. ' . 

The Bride-Pr· i·ce\.-~' 

By BETTY RAE CULP 

One of the difficult fea
tures of the missionary 
enterprise is to adequately 
understand other cultures 
than the one from which 
the missionary derives. 

1\1 A Y 1 9 5 9 

IN AN 

AFRICAN 

TRIBE 

CONTRARY to popular opinion, 
women in Africa are not chat

tels of their husbands, nor are they 
considered property, in the ordinary 
sense of the word. It is true that in 
some parts of Africa \VOmen and cat
tle have interchangeable values. 
However, it takes an understanding 
of the cultural situation to see how 
cattle, which are property, can be 
used for estimating the value of a 
woman, who is a person with rights 
and privileges. We can appreciate the 
significance of certain customs better 
when we understand ,the reasons be
hind them. Much is being written 
today about the African who is losing 
his ancient culture without receiving 
"something of value" to take its place. 
This is a problem for Christians to 
face. 

A study of the traditional position 
of a woman in the Shona tribe of 
Southern Rhodesia will give us an in
sight to the African woman as she is 
today. Tradition is still much a part 
of life in Africa. 

First, we must understand the 
Shona concept of wealth, because it 
is somewhat different from our own, 
and the woman was involved in the 

wealth concept. Livestock, particular
ly cattle, was the measure of a man's 
wealth. Livestock was used primarily 
for obtaining brides and for sac1;ficial 
appeasement of ancestral spmts. 
Therefore, the number of animals a 
man owned was important, not the 
condition of the animals, since they 
were neither used as a primary source 
of food nor for the cultivation of the 
land. 

\iVealth meant two things. First, it 
meant the capacity to maintain and 
reproduce one's own family. Live
stock were necessary here for the pro
curing of wives. \i\livcs meant more 
children . Of these children the 
daughters were a potential source of 
more cattle, which in turn meant 
wives for the sons. And so it went, 
with wives, daughters, and cattle be
ing interchangeable in value. Sec
ond, wealth meant the capacity to 
protect the spiritual and material in
terests of the family by being able to 
appease the ancestral spirits. This was 
done by the sacrifice of anim::ils. 
Therefore, a man counted livestock 
among his assets for this purpose. 

\Ve can further understand wom
an's position in this Shona society by 
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An Africn11 11101/ier n11d child. 
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studying how and where brides were 
obtained. Jncest was considered one 
or the worst crimes, so there could be 
no marriage within a lineage. (A line
age is a line oF descendants from a 
common ancestor.) Another lineage 
had to be found to provide a wife. 

The lineage which provided the 
wil'e was placed in a higher position 
than the lineage which received the 
wife. This was expressed by placing 
men in the wife-providing lineage 
one generation higher in relation to 
the wife-receiving lineage. That is, 
the husband owed respect to all the 
men in his wife's family as a son-in
law to a father-in-law. Even the 
nephew of the wife vvas due respect 
as a father-in-law, along with her 
brother and father. Because of this 
situation between lineages a wife
providing lineage could not receive a 
wife from its wife-receiving lineage, 
because that would upset the rank 
system. (My brother could not marry 
my husband's sister. My husband al
ready owed my brother respect. If 
my husband's family gave a woman 

to my brother, then my brother would 
owe my husband respect, and that 
would upset the relationship.) 

Thus a medium of exchange was 
devised so that the wife-providing 
lineage received compensation, usual
ly in the form oF cattle. Then they 
were able to use the cattle to obtain 
a wife from a third lineage. Incident
ally, it was most desirable that a wil'c
provicling lineage supply all the wives 
for the same wife-receiving lineage. 

The cattle served to insure that the 
wife was a good wife. If she was not, 
the husband's family could demand 
some of their cattle back. The cattle 
transaction represented the repro
ductive capacity of the lineage, there
fore, it was not complete until the 
wife actually produced children . 

The bride-price was a stabilizing 
factor in the economy of this Shona 
society. If the wife did not carry out 
her responsibilities as a wife, the hus
band could demand a reFund in cat
tle from her family. A woman felt 
obliged to be an especially good wife 
when she knew her Family depended 

Tlze groom's family dances for joy at a wedding receptioll m Rhodesia. 

i\l A Y 1 9 5 9 

on keeping the cattle received on her 
account. If the husband acquired a 
wife without giving cattle For her, the 
children belonged to the mother's 
family. 

New elements have been intro
duced into Shona life during recent 
times. Customs that used to balance 
themselves have become perverted by 
the introduction of a Foreign \ i\lestern 
economy. The bride-price, once so 
well balanced out between lineages, 
has now become a nightmare and a· 
burden for many. Cattle, once used 
primarily for obtaining wives, have 
become important now as a source 
oF food and as animals used in the 
cultivation of land. Restrictions have 
been placed on the African former as 
to the number of cattle he may own. 
Also, many Africans are living in 
townships and possess no cattle. This 
has resulted in the bride-price being 
paid in cash .rather than in cattle. A 
mercenary flavor has been added that 
was not there before. Remember that 
cattle were used for increasing the 
reproductive capacity of a family. 
The reproductive capacity vvas the 
basis of a man's economic and social 
status. Cattle were not used for ob
taining improvements or luxuries for 
the home and other things for which 
cash is used. 

Now the bride's family often de
mands sums that are beyond the 
ability of the groom's family to pay. 
Either the groom has to wait many 
years before he can afford to get a 
wife, or he goes deeply in debt finan
cially to his wife's family while t1ying 
to raise a Family of his own. 

It is not strange that most young 
men today are against this custom of 
paying a bride-price. Curiously 
enough, there are many women in 
favor of it. To bring a good price 
raises her status in her own eyes, 
more so than to bring no compensa
tion at all . 

Although women and livestock 
had interchangeable values, and al
though at death a man's widows and 
daughters were considered part of his 
estate, women were not regarded as 
property in the ordinary sense. \ i\lom
en had definite rights and privileges. 
However, the estate was primarily re
garded as the capacity of the family 
to reproduce itselF. Therefore, the 
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A bride and groom married in a Christian ceremony in Southern Rhodesia. 

wives and children (or their repro
ductive value) were considered nat
ural assets of the estate. 

A married woman could acquire 
property as long as the special effort 
to do so did not interfere with her 
responsibilities to her husband and 
children. She vvas entitled to a garden 
plot. If she produced more than she 
needed for her family, she could sell 
or barter the surplus. A wife could 
also acquire property by acting as a 
midwife or making clay pots and 
bartering them. This property was 
her own. Her husband or husband's 
family had no claim to it. After her 
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death, only her own kin-group, that 
is, her children or full-brothers and 
full-sisters, had claim to it. 

An African women is never left 
without a man in the background 
somewhere. If her husband dies, no 
matter how old she is, she becomes 
somebody else's wife by the laws of 
inheritance. Not only does a man 
inherit another man's assets . He also 
inherits his obligations. There is no 
serious social problem as yet concern
ing the care of the destitute aged and 
orphans in Africa. We may hope that 
the security which these people feel 
will not be destroyed as new cultural 

patterns develop for them today. 
Tradition is much in the thinking 

of the African today. Tremendous so
cial changes arc taking place all over 
Africa. African women are being pro
foundly affected. The movement 
from a polygamous society to a mo
nogamous society is changing their 
lives. The new educational oppor
tunities of the African woman are in
creasing her awareness of her 
responsibilities to her community-at
large. Life is changing fast for her, 
and she is an important influence in 
the direction that a new society will 
take. 
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By MARY PHIL HIGGS 

Shown in Rlwdcsia prcrctici11g 
for tlzeir tom, tlie quartet displays tlze witch 
doctors' 011tf-its which tlzey will 
wear 011 certain occasions. 

One novel feature of the Africa study year will be 
the presence in this country of the Ambassadors' Quartet from Southern 

Rhodesia. Mrs. Higgs is a missionary in Rhodesia. 

AS a project to promote the Africa 
.L\. Study Year in American church
es, the Ambassadors' Quartet will 
come to this country in July, bringing 
with them a program of African music 
and drumming, and their own per
sonal testimony to their Christian 
faith. 

Combining beautiful voices with 
winning personality and pleasing 
manner, the Ambassadors are sure to 
win many friends everywhere they 
go. They will introduce us to the 
folk music of their people, giving us 
a rare opportunity to hear the beauti
ful chants that are so much a part of 
the African's daily life. \!\Te will hear 
wedding and festival music, so full of 
harmonies and rhythms that will be 
new to our ears. 

The quartet are all quite adept at 
drumming, and they will have a va
riety of African musical instruments 
which they will play. The costumes 
of tribal witchdoctors which they will 
wear on request will help to bring 
traditional African village life closer 

MAY 1959 

to our doorsteps. Their program will 
also include Spirituals and other 
V.J es tern music and hymns. 

\!\Then the four singers ·were small 
children in village schools, having 
their lessons in the dimness of mud
and-pole buildings with slates propped 
on their kriees, they sang the songs 
loved by children in Africa . And as 
African children always will, they 
would blend their vojces in beautiful 
harmony, with never .the whole group 
singing the melody. They have been 
singing ever since, taking active lead
ership roles in their school and church 
life, because they knew that music 
was so important to worship. They 
have come together as a quartet only 
in preparation for this tour, and are 
strictly amateur musicians. 

There are two ;vorlds in Rhodesia 
today. The Ambassadors are a part 
of each. They were born and have 
grown up in a society which is chang
ing perhaps faster than any other 
today. Customs and practices known 
and revered by their parents will be 

little known or understood by their 
children. Youngsters today going to 
modern schools with well-trained 
African teachers, using the latest edu
cational aids and studying from good 
textbooks in an atmosphere of grow
ing industry and hurried urban life, 
have opportumt1es undreamed-of 
when the Ambassadors were boys. 
The old ways are fast slipping away 
unnoticed, and modern African girls 
and boys, in their eagerness to em
brace new customs that the white 
people have brought, have the ten
dency to overlook the beauty and dig
nity in much of their own heritage. 

The four Ambassadors are taking 
a year's leave of absence from their 
positions as teachers, social worker 
and theological student to represent 
the people of the Methodist churches 
of Rhodesia in Europe and America. 
And after their experience here, see
ing the ·wider world of Methodism, 
they will be better equipped to serve 
their own people. 
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C11tti11gto11 College . i11 Liherin, 11enr 
Ghnrnga, is tlie only 011e of t11ese tlieo

logical scliools offering a degree as 
J'et. It is a joint project witli tlze Protes

tant Episcopal Cl111rcli. Methodists 
lwve recently erected a student center 

a11d tlz ere is a missionary couple 
living on tlie campus. Here the presi

de11t, Dr. Edwards, is slzown in his office. 

This pnstor IJnpti:i11g tlzis clzild, 011e of forty-fove childre11 
l'rese11ted for IJnptis111 nt 011e S1111day morning service in 
Elisnhetlzville, illmtrntes tile crying 11eed for trni11ed min
isters. Today, seventy-five per ce11t of the districts of Tlze 
Methodist. Cl111rcl1 i11 Africa lwve J\fricn11 superinte11de11ts. 
Tlzis is enco11rngi11g hut for s11cl1 lenders to do their best 
job, t11ey 11111st he trni11ed. Unfortmzntely, lziglzer trnining 
/ms lagged i11 11111cl1 of Africn. Pastors (and tlzeir wives) 
11'ere trni11ed i11 IJible Scl10ols whicl1 did not require 11111ch 
ed11cntio11al prepnrntio11 and which stressed prnctical trnin
i 11g. S11clz schools did nn effective job and they are still 
11eeded. It lzns become i11crensingly npparent, liowever, 
tlzat lziglzer theological training is nlso needed and tlzese 
i11stit11tio11s nre hei11g set 11p n11d stre11gtl1e11ed in severnl 
co1111tries. Most nre interde11omi11atio11al. 

W Theological Education and the 
w 
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In tlze Belgian Congo at 1\fol1111gll'islii, Springer lnstit11te includes a tl1eological school. 

Tl7e tlzeological sclzool at Springer is clzie~y lzo11sed in tlzis 
building, tlze central one at tlze Institute. Tlze theological 

sclzool is a joint project of the two Methodist confer
ences in tlie Congo. 

African Church 
MAY 1959 

Farther south, in the British Central African 
Federation, a new sclzool has been establislzed Hear 
Salisb11ry in So11tlzern Rhodesia. Called Epworth, tlze 
school is a joint project with the British 
Methodist synod in the Federation. 

Two st1tdents at Epworth arc slzoivn 
by one of their liomes and garden. Staff and st11dent 

lzo11Sing were first buildings erected. 

I 
I 

i, 
I 
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Also i11 Soutlzern Rliodesia is this sclzool at Old U 111tali. \Veil lwow11, tlzis school served as the 
American Mctliodist training school for pastors 1111til Epworth was bcg1111. It will contin11e as a Bible 
scliool. 

A 1iastor and his wife in Angola. In this Portuguese territory, 
Emmamtel Tlwological School at Dondi is a project of the 
Methodists, Congregationalists, and tl1C United Cl111rc11 of 
Canada. Thro11glw11t Africa, the worh of training pastors more 
adeq11atcly is a pressi11g need of tlze clmrch. 

[ 244] 

This modest b11ildi11g also marhs tlze 
beginning of a new seminary. This 
bitildi11g is serving as the library at the 
Union Theological School at Ricatla, 
near Lourenco l\1arq11es, in J\1Iozam
biq11e. A joint project of the Methodists 
and the Swiss Presbyterians, it will 
s11pple111ent the 11sef11l worh of the Bible 
schools at Ca111bi11e and Chic11q11e. 
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A Visit to Teles 

THE treatment of leprosy (or Hansen's disease, as it is more accurately called to
day) has been greatly changed and improved by the development of the sulfone 

drugs. i\lany patients can no\v be discharged who would formerly have had to remain in 
leprosy colonies. This is so true that in some areas of Africa, parts of these colonies are 
now being used to house tuberculars. Even so, this dread disease is not abolished and 
The Methodist Church, with the help and advice of the American Leprosy Mission, 
still maintains six leprosaria in Africa. Four of these are in the Belgian Congo and one 
is that begun by Dr. George Harley at Canta in Liberia. The sixth is at Teles, near the 
mission station of Chicuque, in Mozambique. 

The country around lnlzambane 
Bay, where Teles is located, is 
bea11tif11l and tropical. Here, 
amid this- grove of palm trees, sit 
tlze neat whitewashed lwts with 
tlzatclzed roofs of Tel es village. 

no.\· R. ~mrn.s Photo 

A couple of the villagers rest on mats outside their 
lz11t. Tlze lwts themselves are colorful with pict11res, 

drawn for the annual decorating contest. 

l\lAY 1959 [ 245 ] 33 



t 

34 

The 111ajurity of the pictures il/11stmtc Bililicnl 
i11cidc1</s iii cu11tc111pornry setti11gs. This /111t 

11'011 11 pri=c for "The Legend of the /3ensts mu/ 
the Birds" dr111v11 011 its wnlls. 

Anotlzer view of the congregation. The women 
sented on mats nt the front are too crippled 

liy disense to sit on the benches. Even so, tlie 
Christian joy of this congregation during tlzis 

service was notable. 

[ 246] 
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In the center of the 1•ill11ge is 1111 open-sided, 
wlzitewnshed clrnpel. Here the villngers gntlzer 
for worship, ns nt this service for the V\1 orld Dny 
of Pmyer. Tlz e women sit in front since 
tlzey sponsored this service. 

Tlze bnre altar was decomted with flowers. The 
service, a translation of tlze Vi! orld Day of 
Prayer service 1tsed around the world, was led 
by women of tlze colony. 

nor S. Smnt•s. Phnln 
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Methodist )J lsslon"i, by R. S. Smsres. 

IN 

Methodist .i\lissions. by II. G. Conger 

MAY 1 959 

THE 
CHURCH 

T HE African continent today is 
chanoing so rapidly that the im

pression is often that of a bewildering 

blur. Iew cities sprino up; countries 

gain their independence; people move 

from primi tive li fe directly in to mod

em civilization. One area, the Belgian 
Congo, ilJustrates this oeneral trend 

with its citie (such as Leopoldville) 

and its tribal li fe in the interior. All 

this change presents a growing oppor

tunity for the church of Jesus Christ. 

H ere are some of the ways The 

Methodist Church is meeting that 
challenge. 

World Outlook Photo 
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('ha rlC'S l\l\ll C' r 

A s111nll orphn11ed girl fi11ds slie /ins eqHnl i111porta11ce with boys in the Babyfold 
at Old Uwtnli in 011thern Rhodesia . 

"Clean" children of lepro11S parents have their winds sti11111lated in a Methodist 
girls' school. The school does more than salvage bright minds. lt is a witness to 
the co111m1mity of the worth of all children. 

Huth O'Toole 

[ 2-18 ] 

African matr ~.l. 
joint respon ibili bri11 

Mrs. Nya11d1 1111111 

who attc11 e c· 
kl 

( 

A Hf oman' s Society in a11 1 
standards, 1vhich, often, are 
by 111i sionaries. These Afric a.le~ 1 

their hrnba11ds, cnre for t/1, 'I.Im 
contrib11t.; to clwrch funds . au 
in time of death-a good I~' t:on 
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; AFRICA--Waman 'j, 

THE place of Chri tian-nurtured African women is becoming more significant as 
Africa takes part in the community of nations and the fellowship of the church . Through the various 

projects of T he M ethodist Church women are aided in their preparation for this place. 

d nerican mis ionary stand side by side to symbolize 
ri ng the African 11Jorld to Christ. The African t11om an, 
'111 , i, is in charge of th e dormitory for the African girls 

• ;' chool at Minga . The American missionary, Miss 
·afoose, is as igned, iinder the Woman's Division of 

4 iristian S ervice, to edi1cational work in the Congo. 

cl c11. The African Christian wo111en se t tli eir own 
stl 5e11t than 11Jo1ild be any set of standards outlined 

rle les insist that Christian women live peaceably 11Jith 
1r att end ch11rch services, t11orh on clmrch projects, 

11 •1l 11art in co·1111111mity life, and comfort the bereaved 
on r African leadership . 

MAY 1959 

lluth O'Toolo 
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Social centers provide a myriad of opportuni
ties for a fuller life in a chttrch-centered en
vironment. This choir is at Hilltop Cl111rch in 
Umtali, So11thern Rhodesia, site of a flourish
ing social center. 

THE CHURCH 
IN Changing AFRICA 

These worhers at a rnral school are typical of the dedicated Africans who will 
help determine the future of this vast continent. What part will 
Christianity play in that future? 

WO R LD OU T LOO K 



Islam 
in AFRICA 

By Clora lVI. "'ysncr 

AT the All Africa Church Confer
ence held at Ibadan, Nigeria, in 

January, 1958, the increasing strength 
of Islam and the spread of Islam re-

' ceived considerable attention. There 
was concern on the part of church 
leaders as to how an effective Chris
tian witness can best be made among 
Muslims in Africa. 

It was recognized that accurate and 
up-to-date information regarding the 
strength of Islam in Africa is not avail

' able in some areas. However, a 
concern was expressed among the 
delegates for what they sense as a 

i spread of Islam in some areas. Not 
only is this a problem that must be 
faced realistically by the church in its 
evangelistic outreach, it is also a prob
lem that will be involved in the plan
ning of new governments as they 
emerge in rapidly changing Africa. As 
Christians and Muslims come into 
closer contact in the building of new 
nations, will they work together har
moniously? \i\lill there be increasing 
tensions at a time when cooperation 
is going to be essential? \i\lill legisla
tion tend to favor one religious group 
over against the other? \i\7ilJ Islamic 
laws play an important role in areas 
where Islam predominates? These 
questions must be the concern of 
every Christian as he seeks to play his 
part in the establishment of stable 
government in his country. There are 
able men in both religious groups who 
are in positions of leadership in Africa 
today. 

The church must face other ques
tions as it seeks to understand Islam. 
First of all, sound policies for the 

i\l A Y 1 9 5 9 

cvangclization o[ the Muslim cannot 
be formulated without a knowledge 
of the facts as to the real strength of 
Islam. An attempt is being made now 
to ascertain these facts. 

The church will need to under
stand Islam. This will require a teach
ing mission by Christian leaders who 
have been trained in Islamics sharing 
their knowledge with a concerned 
church. Not all churches arc con
cerned, not all churches feel any spe
cial concern for Muslims-some do. 
In Africa, where both Christian and 
Muslim missionaries arc seeking to 
win men to their respective faiths, the 
church must face its mission to 
Muslims 

Dr. Kenneth Cragg, Director of the 
Study Center for Islam in the Near 
East, spent several months on a trip 
through Africa some fifteen months 
ago. In his article in the 1Vfosli111 
VForld (titled \Vest African Cate
chism, July 1958) Dr. Cragg writes of 
some of the questions he was asked as 
he traveled in Africa. A Christian 
asked, "Do Muslims really have a 
power we Christians lack to avert 
disease or fructify marriage, or thwart 
the evil eye?" Questions ranged from 
simple ones to ones that plunged one 
deeply into theology to find the an
swers. 

The church must be encouraged 
to ask questions about Islam and not 
be content until answers have been 
found. This will require not only a 
good knowledge of Islam but also a 
thorough grounding in the Christian 
faith. The church must be encour
aged to ask ·questions in humility, 
sincerity, and with patience, seeking 
by so doing to better understand the 
Muslim and his faith. 

IF the church is to bear its Chris
tian witness in Africa to all the people, 
its concerns must be for both pagan 
and Muslim. 

It is to be hoped that the church 
will look upon its missiqn to Muslims 
as one of its God-given tasks, to be 
approached with love, patience, un
derstanding and a sincere desire to 
share the Gospel with its Muslim 
neighbors. 

Christians in Africa who arc con
cerned about the spread of Islam have 
been trying to ascertain why Islam 
appeals to Africans. Delegates to the 
Ibadan Conference pointed out that 

"In many parts of Africa an outsider 
who is ready to enter into the life of 
the community and who frankly and 
openly practices his faith has a definite 
appeal." It was pointed out that every 
Muslim trader is a missionary. In ad
dition, we lmmv that a considerable 
number of Muslims are being trained 
in Cairo to be missionaries in Africa . 
\i\7 e have no accurate statistics as to 
the real number. 

\i\le do lmovv that the Muslim mis
sionary makes every effort to identify 
himself with the people, to Jive ammg 
them, to speak their language, to win 
the village chief. \i\lhen a chief be
comes a Muslim the rest of the vil 
lagers usually join him in the new 
faith. The Muslim missionary pre
sents Islam as the religion of the 
colored peoples. He comes vvith a reli
gion that is the faith of the vast ma
jority of the peoples of North Africa. 
He has brought the faith from another 
part of Africa, not from the Vi/ est. 
Present attitudes being what they are, 
this has a great appeal to the African. 

The fact that polygamy is still 
sanctioned in Islam appeals to many 
Africans who find the discipline o[ 
monogamy very difficult. It must not 
be forgotteµ, however, that in many 
l\iluslim countries today monogamy 
and not polygamy is the general prac
tice. This has been established by law 
in some countries and has resulted 
from public opinion in others. 

In todav's Africa Christians and 
lVIuslims a~·e bound to be brought to
gether more Frequently. Young Chris
tians and you'1g Muslims will find 
themselves in the same classrooms. 
Government officials will come from 
both groups. Trade will bring them 
together. They will have to wrestle 
with the same social, moral and eco
nomic problems. How can the church 
prepare its people to understand these 
l\iluslim friends, to work with them, 
to quietly bear a day-by-day Christian 
witness in living among them? 

The church in Africa needs the sup
port . of Christians everywhere as it 
Faces the task. As the church seeks to 
understand the iVluslim and to present 
the Gospel to him, the African church 
needs the support that can come from 
patient, foithful prayer, from wise 
planning policies, and the sending of 
m1ss1onaries specially qualified and 
prepared to work in Muslim lands. 
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NO ONE \\'ho spends any time in 
South Africa can fail to see that 

the decisions in that land may affect 
the course of world history. 

VVe were fortunate enough to ar
rive in South Africa in spring time. 
\Vhen one approaches Cape Town 
from the sea on a su'nny morning and 
looks on Table i\fountain, which rises 
aboYe the city and back of it, he can 
understand the conviction of South 
Africans that no city in the world has 
a more picturesque location. Soon 
after our arrival we drove to the wild 
flower gardens at Caledon some eighty 
miles from Cape Town. Here are 
acres of m:issed colors, and we were 
told that there are six hundred varie
ties of wild flowers in the gardens. 
Some of these flowers are found no
where else in the world. The national 
flower, the Protea, belongs to this 
region alone. 

CBeautiFul as is the caq1et of wild 
flowers, the most fascinating and 
thrilling sight is the avenue of flower
ing trees. It takes one's breath to look 
down a long street lined on either side 
by the mauve flowering jacaranda 
trees or the red flowering flame trees. 
As the jacarandas begin to shed their 
flower petals there is created under 
the trees a carpet of orchid.and purple. 
Seen against a blue sky the mauve 
jacarandas are magnificent. I have 
seen flowering jacarandas and flame 
trees in South America, which is their 

native home, but I have never seen 
them cultivated along the streets as 
thev are in the cities of South Africa. 

They have a lovely flowering shrub 
in South Africa that I have never seen 
anywhere else and they call it "Yester
day, Today and Tomorrow." It has on 
it blooms of three different colors at 
the same time-mauve and purple 
and white. \Vhile the Protea is the 
national flower, this shrub always 
comes to mind when I think of the 
spring in South Africa, and its floral 
beauty; it seems to symbolize the 
country. Interesting is its past, full of 
problems is its present, uncertain is 
its future-"Yesterday, Today, and 
Tomorrow." 

The great problem for tomorrow 
and today is that of race relations. 
The Africans outnumber the whites 
(called Europeans) four to one. In 
South Rhodesia, the Africans out
number the Europeans 10 to 1, in 
North Rhodesia 40 to 1, in Kenya 
(the Mau Mau country) 130 to 1, in 
the Belgian Congo 145 to 1, and in 
Uganda 700 to 1. \Vith such a pre
ponderance of Africans over Europe
ans it seems impossible for the Euro
pean group to maintain its control for 
a very long period in the future. 

The churches have been in opposi
tion to the government in its enact
ment of the law which forbids 
Africans and Europeans to worship 
together. The churches voice not only 

LAND OF 

the conviction that the government's 
policy is un-Christian and unjust, but 
that it will create a situation in which 
the very existence of the white race is 
endangered. The Roman Catholics 
and Protestants, with the exception of 
the Dutch Reformed Church, are in 
agreement in their opposition to the 
Government's policy and some of the 
more liberal leaders of the Dutch Re
formed Church join in this opposi
tion. 

The Methodist Conference is mul-

Bislwp Ivan Lee Holt, former president 
of the Methodist Hl arid Council 
and reporter on South Africa. So111e 
of the fateful decisions for tlze world 
will be made by the c1111rclz in Sout 1z 
Africa-some by tlze Methodist C/111rclz. 

Beauty and Decision 
By IVAN LEE HOLT 
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7olz111111csb11rg, stoch e:xclw11ge . So111c fateful clccisio11s 
for tlze lt'orld will. be 111acle lzere . Notice lzoiv tlze 
~oweri11g trees of So11tlz Africa soften tlze 
severe lines of the b11ilding. 

Tlie sl11111s of Durban. So111e fatef11l decisio11s for 
tlze world will be made here. /\gai11, 11otice tlrnt tlze 

l11Sl111css of tlw lnrslws softem the sq1wlor 
of tlze /zo11ses. 

ti-racial and there arc in it both Afri
cans and Europenns. If the law were 
strictly enforced there might be many 
arrests for such a mixed racial gather
ing. The President of the Conference 
in an address before the Methodist 
conference said: "The Native Laws 
Amendment Bill, with its notorious 
clauses giving the State power to 
interfere with freedom of wor
ship and association is now law. 
The Methodist Church has stated, 
and I reiterate, that we will be com
pelled to disobey the law if it is 
evoked, to take away the right of any 
of our people to \\'Orship in any of our 
churches. \Ve Further pledge our
selves to the support of any other 
church facing the same attack. \Ve 
can only see any attempt to apply the 
Act as a thrust wounding the whole 
body of Christ and a flouting of the 
divine law of hunrnn brotherhood. In 
this issue the time for words is gone, 
the test will come in action. Narrowed 
to its hnsic choice, Christ or Caesar, 
the issue is clear. Our real battle is 
with the funcbmental conception of 
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apartheid-not merely as a political 
nostrum, but as an attitude oF mind 
always running strongly and deeply 
just below the surface of all our life
European or non-European." 

The President went on to say: 
"Hounded by a monster of its own 
making, the government is driven to 
the point of view that as long as one 
white man and one non-white man 
are friends, apartheid has failed. The 
view of the church i~ that as long as 
one white man and one non-white 
man are not friends, we Christians 
shall have failed." And so it is. It is 
now a problem of world dimensions. 
In some form or other there is a clash 
of racial interests in almost every land 
on earth. · 

I attended for a week the Method
ist Conference in East London, par
ticipating in the Ordination and Com
munion Services. I proposed to the 
conference a meeting of the leaders of 
the six separate Methodist Churches 
in the southern half of Africa to work 
out a common program for the church 
in South Africa. The Conference 

voted unanimously for the proposal 
and the meeting will probably be held 
in the next two years. 

A Commission of the Conference, 
after a careful study of the present 
situation , presented a report with this 
paragraph : 'The churches have 
viewed with increasing alarm the legal 
and administrative methods used to 
impose the pattern of apartheid, or 
segregation, upon South Africa. The 
government's cletermintaion to pursue 
its policy despite the damaging con
clusions revealed by recent investiga
tions appears to be like running head
long to disaster against sociological 
and economic facts. The government 
is resolved to impose the pattern upon 
unwilling people and to that encl has 
assumed powers more and more dicta
torial in n<1ture. These things raise the 
genuine concern lest in its determina
tion to keep the white race white, the 
government will sacrifice the very 
qualities of Christianity and civiliza
tion which alone make the white race 

l . " wort 1 preservmg. 
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By lVIARCIA lVIARY BALL 

The Village Bible School 

SOUTHEHN RI IODESlf\, Africa, 
is one of the most beautiful coun

tries in the world. Its high mountains 
and Florida-like climate are a joy to 
those of us called to work among the 
African peoples living here. Seve;al of 
us are appointed to rural work on a 
Conference wide basis and it is our 
privilege to hold schools throughout 
the dry season such as the one de
scribed below. 

\i\Tc started out one Tuesday morn
ing from the mission, and just as we 
reached the top of the mountain pass, 
the twin peaks of rock above the vil
lage came into view. It was our desti
nation for a week of teaching with our 
Hurni Christian Community Service 
Team. \i\Te traveled in a truck and sta
tion wagon both loaded down with a 
variety of camping gear, food, genera
tor, slide projector, and our precious 
teaching notes and materials. 

i\s I shifted into second gear to 
brake the truck going down the pass, 
my companion sighed, "\tVell, there's 
the twin peaks and the village is 
right beneath them, but oh, the way 
between here and there!" 

"It doesn't look like more than 
fifteen miles as the crow Hies," I ob
served. 

"No, it isn't, but because of the 
rains we have to go the long way 
around, a total of eighty-five miles. 
It's now nine A.M. You can expect to 
eat lunch there about one-thirtv P.M. 

baITing trouble." , 
"\i\lhat!" I exclaimed. "How could 

we possibly take that long?" 
"You'll see," was the only response. 
At exactly one-thirty P.M. we came 

around the last curve and entered 
the village. The road ·we had just 
passed over had been a tortuous night
mare of curves, mud, river fords, nar
row bridges with no sides, rocks, roots 
of trees, narrow passages between 
huge boulders, and steep drop off 
sides. 
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But the village itself was clean 
swept and laid out neatly in two rows. 
It had a school up to fifth grade, a 
butcher shop opened twice a week, a 
village well, and a church. All the 
buildings were built of poles, mud 
plaster, and thatched grass roofs. 

An excited group of women waited 
to greet us. Most were the local vil
lage women, but a few had come from 
the district round about. They gaily 
escorted us to two small huts which 
were to be our living quarters for the 
week. 

The opening program was held that 
evening and, after a devotional period, 
it was turned into an orientation for 
the week's program. Every day there 
was to be a period of Bible studv, then 
the rest of -the day was an intensive 
program in Christian living. AgriCLil
ture, health and Christian citizenship 
were to be stressed with each leader 

bringing out the side of Christian 
stewardship. Lively question periods 
would give opportunity for practical 
application of ideas. 

The women were eager to learn and 
most responsive. Christian steward
ship of land and produce was taken 
up in the agriculture lessons. Ques
tions arose such as: "Should a Chris
tian farmer be concerned with 
erosion? with a compost pit? with ro
ta ti on of crops?" An emphatic "Yes" 
stimulated further thoughts. One 
woman brought a sick looking tomato 
plant and asked what was wrong with 
it. Discussion and questioning brought 
out the fact that her ground. needed 
more phosphorus fertilizer. 

One afternoon the whole group 
hiked over to another woman's vege- · 
table garden. It was a lovely garden 
hut had been planted too close to the 
river where, in the rainy season, it was 

Miss Rmsell (H1omcm's Division missionary in residence) and Nirs. Clzilwkwa 
examine possible s11pplies for a trip to a local Bible school. Pictures are especially 

welcome. Tl1ese were sent )Jy a cl111rcl1 i11 'Visco11sin. 
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in clanger of being Hooded and washed 
away. This would also affect gardens 
below this one along the river bank 
and the lesson on being a Christian 
neighbor was driven home. 

The Lord's acre project was de
scribed and much interest vvas 
aroused. Tithing produce from the 
garden was another subject. The cus
tom of bringing eggs once a month to 
be sold for the church ·was discussed 
with lively conversation. So, they 
learned, the farmer becomes an adult 
Christian carrying out into his fields 
and pastures the spirit of reverence for 
the land and love for his fellow man . 

In the health lessons, a favorite 
text was "the body is the temple of 
God," and such questions arose as : 
"How does undue worry and fear af
fect the body? Should a Christian 
have these fears? How are mental and 
spiritual health interrelated?" Then 
some factual information and demon
strations on nutrition were given. The 
doctor had prepared a whole series of 
charts showing the values of a variety 
oF Foods in terms of vitamins, fats, and 
energy. The foods described were 
only those foods easily accessible to 
the people. The great benefit of the 
peanut was shown and the women 
were most impressed to hear a little of · 
the work of George \i\l ashington 
Carver, one of their own race. 

In Christian citizenship classes the 
women · learned some of the interrela
tionships of agencies of the commu
nity such as the inter-worl~ing of land, 
health, school, and church officers, 
and studied some common commu
nity problems, especially the evils of 
drinking. It was amazing to sec how 

:t\1 A Y 1 9 5 9 

1\iiss l-liclwh c::q1/ni11s tlrnt a 
11m/ch of straw betwee11 
cabbage plants will conserve 
111oist11re, prevent erosio11-
hoth main 11roble111s in African 
agricu ltme. 

Bible st11dy was based on 
Mark. The wo111e11 had their 

interest aroused wl1e11 they 
heard about Marh's experience 

with Peter, and how lze came 
to write of the good news. 

all the separate topics of all the classes 
really belonged together. The doctor 
found herself involved with growing 
vegetables which really belonged to 
the agriculturalist while he was asked 
if the vitamins were lost when vege
tables were dried-a problem only the 
doctor could solve. In the class con
cerned with drinking, the ques'tion 
came up as to the good use of the 
grains used to manufacture beer, and 
this teacher had to resort to both doc
tor and farmer, while the Bible teacher 
tried to answer, "\i\7h;t did Jesus say 
about all this?" \i\le found he had a 
great deal to say about it all. 

The Bible study was based on the 
stuclv notes From Mark, and, like the 
won~en in America, the women here 
had their inte.rest aroused when they 
learned more about this remarkable 
young man, his experiences with 
Peter, and how he came to write his 

version oF the "Good nc"-s of God." 
One cold evening the \\'Omen built 

a large fire and we had our evening 
session sitting around it. It was the 
night For a 13ible Quiz and the wom
en tried to outdo each other guessing 
answers to questions, guessing im
promptu Bible pantomimes, and sing
ing songs and choruses. They showed 
a good working knowledge of the 
Bible and were seldom caught with
out an answer. It was a crisp, clear 
night with a majestic moon and bright 
stars, and ns the fun drew to a close 
and the fire died clown, the mood 
turned to one more serious. The 

closing speaker brought some ideas 
based on J. B. Phillips' book, Your 
God Is Too S111all. It fitted well into 
the lovely scene before us and as our 
thoughts were stretched out to the 
Far corners of the universe, a great 
peace seemed poured over us. 

Inevitably the week drew to a close 
and the Sunday service was given over 
to the theme, "The Abundant Life." 
The team symbol, showing how all oF 
life is to be Christ centered, was 
placed in front o[ the church and sev
eral different speakers told how their 
work expressed the Christian spirit. 
Doctor, agriculturalist, teacher, house
wife, storekeeper, minister, one after 
the other gave their witness. It was 
impressed on us all how, iF we only 
did our part, Christ would bring us 
life abundantly and this centering of 
our tota 1 liFe in him was the secret 
key to a fruitful, happy life. 
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"Mabuku ! Mabuku !" 

VOICES CALL and swiftly running 
feet hasten to greet the green and 
cream van lumbering to a stop in n 
dusty clearing. Eager brown hands 
outstretch to touch and point at the 
books which are brought out into the 
sunshine from the van's dark interior. 

Mabuku, the mobile bookshop of 
the Publications Bureau of Northern 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland, has trav
elled thousnnds of miles up and down 
the telTitOI)' since it was brought into 
service in 1955, carrying literature of 
all kinds to book-thirsty Africans of all 
ages. It has visited fishing villages 
on the banks of the rivers, where the 
ill-educated tribesman wonders at the 
smooth paper and the clear pictures; 
the urban housing compounds, where 
his more sophisticated brother chooses 
from vernacular readers and novels; 
it has been in the heat of the Kariba 
valley where Africans from both 
Northern and Southern Rhodesia 
sweat as they build the great Kariba 
Dam. There is nowhere in the terri
tory, says the Bureau, where the peo
ple are just not interested in books. 

The Bureau which was set up in 
] 948, took over work which had 
been done for some years by the Edu
cation Department and African Liter
ature Committee in Northern Rho
desia, and by an African Literature 
Committee and a T elTitorial Bureau 
in Nyasaland. Its objects vvere mul
tiple and included the production of 
books of general interest to Africans 
the encouragement of African au
thorship, cooperation with all Gov
ernment departments in producing 
books concerned with all phases of 
development, and the gradual achieve
ment of a healthy book-trade run on 
sound commercial lines. 

It is perhaps in its encouragement 
of African authors that the Bureau is 
doing some or its most interesting 
work. During 1957 about a hundred 
and fifteen manuscripts were received 
by the Bureau and over 80% of these 
were by Africans. 

Most of the early work on manu
scripts is done by the Bureau's African 
staff. The Bureau aims at keeping at 
least two African readers for each of 
the main vernacular languages of the 
territory, Bemba, Nyanja, Tonga and 
Lozi, and these readers have the re-
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(Opposite Page) African women are a111011g the most 
eager lmyers of boob. How to Sew, How to Cook, How to 

Keep a Clean House are a111011g tlze teac11-yo11rself booh.s 
1mblished by tlie Bureau. 

School Books, 

Sewing, 

and 

Psychology 
by ELIZABETH BAILEY 

sponsibility of reading the manu
scripts for the first time and weeding 
out the good from the bad. Manu
scripts arc, ho.,.vever, usually read by 
two or more people, and some are sent 
to readers not on the staff of the Bu
reau, particularly if some specialised 
knowledge is required and often 
when the Bureau itself is in some 
doubt about a story's suitability for 
publication. 

Books are published in two ways. 
The favourite method is to find a 
publisher who will take the book 
over. In this case the Bureau more 
often than not guarantees the first 
few thousand copies. The second way 
is for the Bureau to act as publishers 
and arrange to have the book pro
duced by a printing firm. In both 
cases all proofs are sent back to the 

Bureau for reading and correcting, 
this work being done by the editorial 
staff. 

In Northern Rhodesia the main 
agency for distribution is the United 
Society for Christian Literature and 
it is they who keep the retailing sub
agencies stocked and running. The 
Bureau's book vans on their booksell
ing tours, often cover 1,500 and 2,000 
miles oF the territory, and sell nearly 
$300 worth of books each month. 

Three hundred dollars represents 
a bigger sale in Africa than three 
hundred dollars would in the United 
States or Great Britain. 

It is on these trips that the Bureau's 
staff has discovered the African's 
immense interest in books and his 
great desire to learn and better him
self. Books written in English are al-
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ways the most popular, though the 
van is always very well stocked with 
books written in the vernaculars and 
these too sell well. There is a great de
mand for those books that tell the 
reader how to do things-how to sew, 
how to write good letters, how to keep 
a clean house, how to care for the 
children. 

Those accompanying the van find 
that wherever the people have money, 
then they will buy books. A number 
of trips have been made this year 
to Kariba where the African labourers 
are buying books at a tremendous 
rate. On a recent trip about $240 of 
books were sold there in four clays. 

Some time ago the Bureau began 
a "Country Libraries" service. vVood
en boxes, in each of which sixtv or 
seventy books are packed, are t~ken 

l\l A y I 9 5 9 

to various centres all over the terri
tory, administration headquarters, 
welfare centres and mission stations. 
\i\Thoever takes over responsibility for 
the box pays the Publications Bureau 
an annual subscription and in turn 
fixes its own deposits or subscriptions 
to be paid by those who borrow the 
books. 

Here again a very definite prefer
ence for certain kinds of books is be
ginning to show itseif and the Bu
renu makes. a point of including 
geography and history books, diction
aries and atlnses, and even books on 
popular psychology which seems to 
be a favourite subject. 

The Publications Bureau has as
sisted Government departments in 
a hundred and one ways. Reading nrn
terial has been translated for the 

Adult Education section of the Af
rican Education Department. African 
translators and announcers have been 
lent to the Broadcasting organisation, 
editorial work has been done on a 
trnnslation of Laws of Barotselancl, 
Interpreters lrnve been provided for 
Joint Trades Councils and assessors 
for examination of Court interpreters. 

The past year saw the Bureau faced 
with increasing demands and requests 
for its services, and cheerful over a 
very much greater measure of general 
success than could have been remotely 
anticipated in 1957 when the African 
Literature Committee was set up in 
Northern Rhodesia. 

Africa is preparing for a world role 
today. Much of the preparation comes 
from projects such as this. 
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NON-GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES 

and the 

UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION 

IN December, 1958, the United Na
tions Economic Commission for 

Africa held its first session in what is 
to be its permanent headquarters
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

.J::astem PulJlishcis ~l'n·lce 

for Africa 
The Commission, which is the 

fourth of its kind to be set up by the 
United Nations, is to provide a focal 
point where the economic needs of 
the African people can be expressed, 

First session of the U. N. Regional Economic Commission for Africa on 
December 29, 1958. The Commission was opened by Emperor Haile 

Selassie. This pict11re was talwn as Secretary-General Dag Hammarshjold 
delivered tlze opening address. At his riglzt is tlze Emperor. At lzis left 

is Mr. MeHi Abbas of S11da11 , who is tlze executive secretary of tlze new body. 
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and where action to meet them can be 
stimulated. 

At the meeting, one of the non-gov
ernmental agencies, the Y. \\1. C. A. 
which holds a consultative status to 
the Economic Commission, submitted 
a statement particularly concerned 
with the welfare of women and youth. 
It is brought here as an example of' 
how a non-governmental agency can 
suggest program and agenda to a 
United Nations body. · 

The \iVorld Y. \-,...1. C. A. is particu
larly interested in Africa, since it has 
affiliated branches m the Belgian 
Congo, Central African Federation, 
Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, 
Nigeria, Sierra Leone, South Africa, 
and Uganda. It said: 

"The main concerns of the Y. W. 
C. A. program specially related to 
economic development are: the im
provement of the status of women, 
ensuring equal opportunities of educa
tion and vocational training .facilities, 
and measures to counteract the bad 
effects of large-scale migration of 
youth and women into the cities. \Ve 
believe that the educational advance
ment of women and girls is basic to 
the improvement of their status in so
ciety and in the family. Equal educa
tional opportunities for women and 
men are not per se sufficient. Girls and 
women are exposed to special difficul
ties m their adjustment to modem 
life. They are confronted by new so
cial and ethical problems when they 
come out of family life or the tribe 
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into the modern world and newly
industrialized areas, or when they are 
sent abroad for study. 

"Urban life offers new freedom to 
many women and young people. It 
provides new opportunities for a fuller 
life as well as the possibility of serious 
clangers such as prostitution and 
juvenile delinquency. Some means of 
preventing such dangers are : better 
education facilities, better labour con
ditions, which need to be accompanied 
by better housing facilities and as 
corollaries, social services, counselling 
bureaus and healthy leisure time ac
tivities. Overcrowded cities and slum 
areas offer no housing conditions 
which could be called 'homes' and 
many families can afford decent 
housing facilities only if the mother 
can bring in additional income. 

'The expansion of the administra
tive services and of economic liFe oF 
large towns requires many more wom
en employed as typists, civil servants, 
tenchers, nurses, salesgirls, and they 
often come to the city from other parts 
oF the country. Even when tradition 
requires that a girl or a woman live 
with relatives in the town, there is the 
difficulty of transportation which 
often makes her need other accom
modation near her place of work. In 
many places in recent years, in Asia, 
Africa, and the Caribbean area, for 
example, the Y. \V. C. A. has been 
called to open new hostels for such 
workers, sometimes at the request of 
the government or the employers, as 

:MAY 1959 

in Kampala, Uganda; but more often 
the need has to be met by voluntary 
efforts, and financial assistance must 
come from Y. \iV. C. A 's in other 
countries, as in Port Harcourt, Niger
ia; Nairobi, Kenya; Tananarive, 
Madagascar. 

"Plans are already under way for 
opening new Y. V\/. C. A. hostels in 
Accra and Freetown, and for extend
ing the s1mll hostels run by the 
Y. \\1. C. A. in Ibadan and Onitsha 
in Nigeria. 

"In running hostels, the Y. \V. 
C. A. lays stress on good standards 
and on the training of specialised 
staff and the \\Torld Y. \\T. C. A. gives 
help and advice to National and local 
Y. \i\T. C. A's and is planning to de
velop a Centre for the Training of 
Hostel Staff in Africa. 

"The \Vorld Y. \\1. C. A., therefore, 
would like to express the hope that in 
establishing its work priorities, the 
Economic Commission for Africa ·take 
into consideration the Following ques
tions, the solutions of which are basic 
for a sound and stable economic de
velopment: 

I. The problem of housing m 
urban areas. 

2. The creation of adequate hostel 
facilities For youth and women going 
into the cities. 

3. The education of girls and voca
tional training facilities for them 
when they are drawn into the labour 
market for the economic development 
of Africa, with the hope that special 

Etliiopicm telepl1011e girls nt 1\ddis 
Abnbn trained to meet tlie co11Htry's 
need for personnel to mmwge mul 
operate tlie expanding networh of 
co1111111111icntions. 

(Below) A wo111111111otes i11 tlze first elec
t io11 held in T mzgnnyilw's lzistOr)' 
(1958) for tlze Legislntive Co11Hcil. 
Tlie plnns for this election were pre
sented to tlze U. N. Trnsteesliip 
Council in 1957. 

attention be given to the problem of 
early school leaving which affects too 
many girls even where adequate 
school facilities are available. 

4. The use of leisure for young peo
ple. 

5. The role of women and girls in 
community development projects. 

"A recognition of the importance of 
these points by the Commission and 
the governments which constitute it 
would greatly strengthen the work or 
the voluntary agencies which need to 
feel the support of the United Na
tions and of governments in their ef
forts to deal with some of these ques
tions, and as they try to develop a 
sense of community responsibility 
among their members and the wide 
range of people they serve. " 

[ 259] 47 

I, I 

···I 
I . j 

, . I 

' I 

i ' 
i , , 
I 

I 
i 
i' 
\ 

,. 
I 



48 

IN THIS YEAH of study ::ibout Africa, the church press will present to 
its readers many phases of that great and complex continent. There is 

Christian Afric::i, non-Christian Africa, Moslem Africa, desert Africa, prob
lem Africa, wealthy Africa, tourist Africa, scenic Africa, natural-resources 
Africa, pagan Africa, rural Africa, industrial Africa, the Africa of many 
languages, and many other Africas. 

It seemed to \iVonLD OuTLOOK that it might be a good idea to present to 
its readers on these pages a glimpse of an Africa that it quite often over
looked-that is, a light-hearted Africa. \i\!e refer to the happy-heartedness of 
average people in daily life. Of course we emphasize that Christian mis
sions have lightened the hearts of thousands of African men, women, and 
children in a thousand ways and in a thousand places. 

r1ca11 

AFRICAN COUNTRIES 

In Which the 
Methodist Board of 
Missions Works . 

Angola 

Belgian Congo 

Liberia 

Mocambique 

Southern Rhodesia 

Transvaal 

NORTH AFRICA: 

Algeria and Tunisia 
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Story lzo11r cannot come too often for Africmz youngsters. The African is a born story
teller and actor. In clmrch drn111as, or sclzool pageants, the 11rohlem is not to get people 
to tnhe part, b11t to heep out a s11rpl11S of actors. Everybody wants to get into the net! 
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Girls in a Methodist dornzitor_i •. 1Vlrnt lzave tlzey to be smil
ing about so /Jroadly? 1.Vell, j11St lzaving a place in a Clzris
tian sclzool is so111ething lihe lznving n pince in tlze s1111. lt 
still tnhes n ln-ond-111inded family to be 111illi11g for its dnuglz
ters to attend sclzool. B11t girls witlz n11 ed11catio11 are i111-
111ediately in de111n11d for better jobs, better pay, and evell 
better marriages. And Clzristinn fn111ilies with two educated 
parents are truly leaven in raising tlie standards of any co111-
1111mity. 

' 

~~~·~~t: __ ~, 
'}'n;:-f! l"uJihJra. 
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1\rt lias always bce11 popular witlz Africans, 
lmt in recent l'ears tlzere lzas been a "boom" 
i11 native Afri~nn arts-not 011/y in crafts but 
also in fine arts. Christian missionaries are 
encouraging art classes a11d drawi11g lessons, 
sometimes in mission sclzool classes, so111e
ti111cs as extra-c11rric11la activity. Tlze talent, of 
course, is already tlzere, in African lzmzds, 
/1earts , eyes, a11d 111i11ds. 

All the literacy ca111pnigns in tlze 
wodd fall VJ' tlze wayside unless tlzere 
is a growi11g edge of sometlz i11g read
al1le to read. Here m1 African boy 
loohs over tlze books n11d 111aga:ines 
provided liy tlze LECO Press Booh 
Store. LECO in Leopoldville, 13el
gim1 Congo, is one of tlze few presses 
i11 Africa that p11blislzes novels. 
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By Edith l\1artin ~' 
Congo wo111e11 bring food offerings to be recorded. 

W HEN the missionaries came to 
the Congo with the "Good 

News of Jesus Christ," it meant good 
news for women as well as for men , al
though some have been slow in learn
ing this precious truth. 

I often feel that it is difficult for 
those of us who have been born "in 
the land of the free" and have been 
reared in Christian homes really to 
know how wonderful this Good News 
is to the Congo women who have 
never been free to think and act for 
themselves. They have always lived 
in a world of superstition and evil 
spirits, and anything that could free 
them from these powerful forces was 
indeed most wonderful news. 

As soon as the missionaries learned 
the language well enough to teach, 
evangelists were trained and sent into 
the villages with this Good News. IF 
the evangelist had a wife, she could 
not read. Girls were not allowed to go 
to school in the early clays of the mis
sion. The woman's place was to give 
birth to the children, and to grow 
food to feed the family. 

Soon after an evangelist arrived in 
a village, he would gather the women 
into groups for Bible instruction. At 
first, this was just a class meeting for 
instruction in Christian thinking and 
acting. It later grew into a Ladies' Aid, 
with special emphasis on the teach
ings of Jesus, and helping the evan-

"" Miss Marlin is a Mctlzodisl 111issio11ary, 
assigucd , 1111der llze \Vouum's Division of 
Clirislia1z Service, lo worh ill tlze Ceutrnl 
Cougo. Size writes 0111 of mall)' years of 
success{11l experience with CoJZgo clz11rc71 
1POlllC1l. 
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gclist aid the poor and needy in the 
village. The women in these societies 
gave about two mills per month For 
the work of the church in the com
munity. This was used to buy some
thing for the church or evangelist's 
house. Their thoughts were very 
much in the village's own world of 
need. It is true that those who became 
Christian had much to do on the 
home front because the majority of 
women were 1101 Christian. 

For several years the women's meet
ings were in charge of the men, be
cause the women could not read or 
write and had not grown in the Chris
tian concepts of life as the men had. 
Therefore, the evangelist was presi
dent, secretary and treasurer, as well 
as chid' spokesman. Even after the 
women began to take over some of the 
responsibility some of the men felt 
that tlzey should attend the meetings 
in order to sec that the women were 
teaching the Bible truths. 

As the vis.ion of the people became 
enlarged, some girls were permitted to 
enter the boarding schools on the mis
sion stations to learn to read, write, 
and sew. Schools for married women 
were started on the stations. 

Little by little the women began 
to rise, to take over the leadership of 
the little societies. But their interests 
were still in the local community. 

The horizons of the women were 
broadened by an energetic missionary 
who encouraged a few women to meet 
in a central place for a day of fellow
ship, prayer, and study. They enjoyed 
the clay so much that they wanted to 

meet again. Zone meetings were 
started. These grew into district and 
conference organizations. 

As the women grew in their Chris
tian concepts and were able to read 
and write, they took over the respon
sibility for women's meetings, with 
the help of the village evangelist. 
They Imel a very simple organization . 
A real society could be organized 
where there were two baptized wom
en church members. 

The horizons of the women in the 
little societies were again en largecl 
when they heard about conditions in 
villages where there was no evangelist. 
So they carried a "special " on the 
salary of an evangelist who could go 
to these non-Christian villages, as 
early as 1939. 

About that time some of the wom
en saw the need of the children to go 
to school so some societies gave seeds 
for school gardens. The children 
needed education, and better diets, 
and the women wanted to help them. 

The work grew from a few isolated 
societies to better organized ones with 
district, conference and world-wide 
interests. As the women gave money 
to help others, they wanted to know 
what the money did. They were more 
cager to hear stories about what wom
en were doing in other lands. 

The dues, or gifts, as the Congo 
women call them, have increased from 
two mills to four cents. Several wom
en give as much as ten cents per 
month because thev feel that the Lord 
has richly blessed them and they w:mt 
to help others to know Him. I might 
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sav here that the clues have increased 
with the increase in the price of eggs. 
One-half of this offering is used in the 
village where the society women live, 
to repair the church or parsonage or 
to make furniture, and to help those 
in need. (One district used its money 
to pay Bible \Vomen to go out into 
the district to help weak villages or
ganize societies, and to teach women 
to read by the Laubach method.) 
The other half of the offering goes to 
some foreign project selected by the 
women. This has at times been given 
to 011)hans in Belgium, and to work in 
Korea and China. 

A few societies meet every week, 
but the majority meet twice per 
month. The meeting in the church is 
a business and devotional meeting. 
Most of the devotions are led by the 
women, or by girls who are mem
bers of the society. The other meet
ing is in the village circles. At this 

l • meeting, an offering is given and the 
women have lessons on some phase oF 
the Christian family life, or on Bible 
women. In the beginning, the lessons 
were written by the missionaries, but 
the African women are writing some 
now. An African woman in our con
ference is translating the Congo 
Hearth from English into Otetela. 
This is a little magazine written by 
Christian women in the Congo. 

The \i\Toman's Society has a pin
but it cannot be bought with money. 
It is earned by love and good works 

A Congo cl111rch wo111a11 and 
an Americall missionary. 1\1iss 

Catherine Parlzam greets a 
member of tlze Metliodist Cl111rclz 

at Kenya Mission Center, 
Elisabetlzville, witli tlie Bemba 

lrn11dslrnhe wlzicl1 involves tlzree 
slrnhes, liolcli11g tl111mbs. 
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!'or God and man. The requirements 
for receiving the pin are about the 
same as the standards of a good mem
ber of the society. They are as fol
lows: 

1. She must be a baptized church 
member. 

2. She must be a loyal Christian in 
all the affairs of the heart: 
a) She must live quietly with 

her husband and love him. 
b) She must not drink wine, 

nor smoke, and she must 
forsake her bad customs. 

c) She should comfort the be
reaved, and shun all appear
ances of evil at funerals. 

3. She must give the dues that 

The purpose of the \Vom
an 's Society in the Congo is to 
help the women of the 
church of Christ and those 
who have not yet become 
Christian to know and love 
God and to worship him, to 
learn how to live as Chris
tians, and to help the wom
en to work, with God's help, 
to improve conditions in the 
family, village, tribe, and the 
whole world. 

have been agreed upon by the 
\i\loman's Society. 

4. She must attend faithfully all 
the meetings of the church. 

5. She must lead others to Christ. 
6. She must cooperate with others 

in the· society to help strangers, 
the poor, the sick, and orphans. 

7. She must be a good wife and 
mother. 

These rules were not imposed. on 
the Africans by the missionaries. They 
were made by the African women. 

The women in the Central Congo 
have their own Annual Conference. 
It was organized in 1954. vVhen the 
Annual Conference, composed of a 
majority of men, voted for a \i\T,oman's 
Annual Conference, the men felt 
that they would have a good part in it. 
But when they were told that it was 
a conference for women only, the men 
did not see how it could be a success. 
They could not see how women could 
possibly have enough intelligence to 

run a conference all by themseh·es! 
But the \Voman's Annual Confer

ence is succeeding and is gro\\'ing 
year by year. At the 1958 Conference, 
all the devotions, except one, and all 
the Bible lessons (which were on the 
women of the Bible) were given by 
African women. And they did a good 
job! 

The first \i\Toman's Annual Con
ference had a missionary for its presi · 
dent, and missionaries were chairmen 
of the standing committees. But non· 
(I 959) a missionary woman and an 
African woman are co-presidents. 
Most of the committees have 
African women as chairmen . A very 
efficient African woman writes the 
proceedings of the Conference in the 
African language. A missionary writes 
them in English. It is almost unbeliev
able how the women have grown as 
they have assumed responsibility. 
i\fost of them are first-generation 
Christians. · 

Our \Voman's Society is a member 
of the \Vorlcl feel era ti on of M ethocl
ist \i\T omen and shares in the good 
work that it does around the world. 

The women have grown in the ob
servance of the \iV orld Day of Prayer. 
In 1956-57 the women of the con
ference raised $91.00. In 1957-58, the 
offering was $140.64, with more so 
cieties and women participating in it. 
This money was sent to the Congo 
Protestant Council in Leopoldville 
to help pay the salaries of Bible 
\i\l omen who work with women and 
children. From all over the Congo 
women arrive with their husbands 
and fathers to find a better way of liv
ing in the city. Most of these wom
en would be lost to the church if it 
\\"ere not for the service of these Bible 
\~!omen. The women in the confer
ence vote annually how this money is 
to be used. (The money will be used 
this year for scholarships for girls 
in higher education.) 

The women in the Congo are grow
ing in their Christian experience a'nd 
in the society and are finding joy in 
serving Christ and his church. 

The societies are growing, and the 
women are enlarging their concep
tions of what Goel can do with their 
help. The Good News is making life 
better for the women of the Congo. 

The women in the Congo still need 
your help as well as your prayers. 
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THE 

STORY 

OF A 

Congo 
Boy 

THIS picture story is a real story-posed, 
it is true, after it happened, by the persons 

to whom the story happened. It can be dup
licated in its essentials all over Africa where 
Christian leper colonies exist. These colonies 
often give patients hope and joy in life at 
the same time as they halt the disease, which 
is called today Hansen's disease, because oF 
the unpleasant connotations of the word 
leprosy. 

Leprosy is not an exceedingly contagious 
disease, and it can be halted if the patient is 
reached in time. There is reason to believe 
that Hansen's disease-like tuberculosis
has a relationship to poverty-malnutrition, 
for instance. 

The Methodist Church has colonies for 
sufferers from Hansen's disease, and it sup
ports more work for lepers through the Amer
ican Mission to Lepers. 

Photos by LEON V. KOFOD 
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1. This boy in tlze Belgian Congo is tl1irteen years old. 
He lived 111ost of lzis )'ears in liis village, and there he 
learned to be an expert arrow maher. 

4. At the 011tdoor Cliristian service tlie boy joins the si11gi11g. 
He loves singing. Something happens to the boy, and he 
clecicles to become a Christian. 
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2. Tlze boy hears the verdict of a visiting doctor. He lzas 
leprosr. He 11111st go to tlze leper colony. Notice the hope and 
frie11dl iness of tlze boy's eyes-tlze sensitive 1111certainty 
of lzis 1110111/z. 

5. During the night tlze bO)' disappears, b?tt within a few 
days ret11rns with 1mtients for tlze colony who lzave heard from 
him about new help for le11rosy and new life thro11gli 

. being Christian. 

t i\l A Y 1 9 5 9 

\! 

3. At tl1e colony, lie 111eets the "major" of the leper 
colony, and shows tl1e arrows he lras jmt made. Tlze major 
11raises him, a11d the boy feels pride. 

6. He explains why lie left s11ddenly . He felt ashamed as 
a leper and a new Christian not to tell others tlie news. He 
got 11p and started lzome in tlie darh. Tlze "major" welcomes tlze 
boy and lzis following . 
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Sometimes t lie Center is a brich-c111d-111ortar center lihe this one at U mtali in Southern Rhodesia. 

Social Centers 

AFRICA is moving from rural lire 
to urban life, from tribal life to 

cosmopolitan life. Her people are 
eager for the future, but they need 
a central place from which they can 
move into the world about them. 

Sometimes the Center is a li11ing 
room in a students' hostel like this one 

for st11dents in the College of 1Vest 
Africa in Monrovia, Liberia. 
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Gil-ls at play in the j\fotlzodist sclzool 
yard in tlze Oen section of Elisa1JethPille , 
Belgian Congo. A new i11ter-divisio1rnl 
social center lrns hee11 opened in Elisa
hetlzville, h11t more social centers are 
needed. 
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( Left) So111eti111es u Ce11ter is 
outside a 111i11i11g office lihe tlzis 
011e 011 }olzmmeshurg i11 tlze 
Trmzsvaal, wlzcrc the Meth 
odists have l11111dreds of class 
1neeti11gs witlz 111i11ers fro111 East 
Africa. 

( Be/0117) In Angola, in tlze great 
city of L11a11da, a girl lihe tlzis 
{i11lls recreation, domestic trni11 -
i11g, mzd i11tellect1wl sti11111lation 
in one of the social centers 
scattered tlzrougl1out tlze cit _1·. 
A social center lihe tlze one i11 
U111tali is projected for L11anda. 
]~as t ern l'uhJ Jsllers Sl'rrkc 

Cliildre11 playi11g i11 tlze M etlzodist con1po1111d iu 
Lodja. New social ce11ters arc plmmed for Lodja, 
Kolzlwezi, and }ndotville i11 the Belgian Congo. 
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AUDIO VISUAL RESOURCES 

Recommenclecl for 

THE AFRICAN STUDY 

Films 

"New Faces of Africa"-1\fajor interde
nominational film for the study on 
Africa. An authentic report from Afri
cans. 30 minutes; color rental, $12.00; 
black-and-white $8.00. 

"Congo Jo11nzey"-A guided tour 
through Methodist missions in Africa's 
Delgian Congo. Rural and urban Chris
tian centers arc shown helping people 
face problems of the "new" Africa. 30 
minutes; color rental $10.00; black-and
white $6.00. 

"Albert Sclnveitzer"-Feature length 
cinema biography of the Nobel Peace 
Prize winner featuring Dr. Schvveitzer 
and his hospital. 80 minutes; color rental, 
$60.00; black-and-white, $45.00. Com
mercial use can be made of this film by 
charging admission fees. 

"Q11estion in Togolmzd"-Color film on 
the first plebiscite held in a United Na
tions Trust Territory when the people of 
T ogoland voted to join the Gold Coast 
and became the new nation of Ghana. 
20 minutes; rental, $10.00. Available 
from Contemporary Films, 267 \Vest 
25th Street, New York, N.Y. 

"Report from Africa" Part I-From 
Edward R. Murrow's "Sec It Now" TV 
Series. Shows Gold Coast, Liberia, 
Kenya, Belgian Congo, and Rhodesia. 
60 minutes; black-and-white; rental, 
$15.00. Available from Contemporary 
Films, 267 \Vest 25th Street, New York, 
N.Y. 

"African Co11si11s"-Recommended for 
junior highs, the film shows a typical 
day in the village life of two twelvc-vear
olds including home and mission s~hool 
activities. 14 minutes; color rental, $6.00. 

Available from Presbvterian Distribu
tion Service, 156 Fiftl1 Avenue, New 
York 10, N.Y.; 71 East Lake Street, 
Chicago 1, Illinois; 234 McAllister St., 
San Francisco 2, California. 

"Bantu Girl"-Also recommended for 
junior highs, the film story follows a 
girl through her activities in an African 
city during one day. 14 minutes; color 
rental, $6.00. Available from Presby
terian Distribution Service, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 10, N.Y.; 71 East 
Lake Street, Chicago 1, Illinois; 234 
McAllister St., San Francisco 2, Cal. 

"The King's ilfon"-This film h·aces the 
story of Frederico l\1ussilla, who was an 
unwanted child in a village in Angola, 
but became a minister through his con
tacts with a mission school. 50 minutes, 
color rental, $12.00. Available from 
United Church of Christ Bureau of 
A-Vs, 14 Beacon Street, Boston 8, Mass.; 
19 S. LaSalle Street, Chicago 3, Illinois; 
1720 Chouteau Avenue, St. Louis 3, 
Missouri; 870 Market Street, Room 688, 
Flood Bldg., San Francisco 2, Cal. 

"Ingila of the Congo"-Recommended 
for junior highs, this is the story of a boy 
in the Belgian Congo who is brought 
under the influence of Christianity as 
he grows to manhood. 17 mi_nutes; color 

"Cry, The Beloved Comztry"-Alan 
Paton's novel translated into a powerful 
film on faith and racial rejection. Not 
for children. Stars Sidney Poitier. 105 
minutes; black-and-white rental, $25.00-
$37.50 depending upon audience. Avail
able from Cinema Guild, 10 Fiska Place, 
Mt. Vernon, N.Y. 

New faces in Africa. 

"David Livingstone"-The dramatic and 
inspiring story of the great English mis
sionary. 15 minutes; black-and-white 
rental, $5.00. 

"l\'lo11go11ga"-Filmed for "March of 
l\1edicine" TV series, this movie shows 
the work of a Disciples missionary doc
tor in the Belgian Congo. Color. Free 
loan. Available from Association Films, 
Broad at Elm, Ridgefield, New Jersey; 
561 Hillgrove, LaGrange, Illinois; 1108 
Jackson Sh·eet, Dallas 2, Texas; and 799 
Stevenson St., San Francisco, Calif. 

"Marh of the I-fowh"-Thcatrical film 
playing in neighborhood theatres. In 
simple direct terms this film speaks of 
the fellowship of Christians around the 
world, especially in areas of revolution
ary activity. Stars Sidney Poitier and 
Eartha Kitt in an African setting. 
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Congo Journey. 

rental, $6.00. Available from United 
Christian Missionary Society (Disciples 
of Christ), 222 S. Dovvncy Avenue, 
Indianapolis 7, Indiana. 

"Loboln"-A documentary £Im which 
illustrates some of the s~cial problems 
confronting South Africans; and the so
cial contrasts betvveen life in a tribal 
village and in the large cities. 26 min
utes; black-and-white rental, $10.00. 
Available from Contemporary Films, 267 
\Vest 25th Street, New York, New York. 

Filmstrips 

'Tz1111ba of Africa" Filmstrip visualizing 
daily life and customs in Africa and 
showing how the church helps Tumba's 
family as they move from their tribal 
village to a bustling city. Recommended 
for children. Color; with reading script. 
Sale, $6.00. 

1 "Co11go Cl1ristirm Centers"-Filmstrip 
showing significant impact of Christian 
centers on the lives of people in the 
midst of social, cultural and industrial 
change. 80 frames; nanation on 33 1/3 
Ip record. Color; Sale, $10.00; rental, 

I $2.50. 

"Africa Goes to Sclwol"-Filmstrip that 
presents life and culture of Africa as 
an introduction to interpretation of Lau
bach's literary program. 86 frames; with 

! reading script. Color. Sale, $6.50; rental, 
$2.50. Available from Committee on 
\Vorld Literacy and Christian Literature 

1
· (Lit-Lit), 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 

IO, N.Y. 
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"The Copperbelt Calling"-New de
velopments in Africa arc shown, with 
emphasis on relation between the mis
sionary and indigenous leadership. 76 
frames, with narration on 33 1/3 Ip rec
orcl. Color; sale, $7.50. Available from 
United Church of Canada 299 Oueen 
St., \i\T., Toronto 2B, Canada. -

"Albert Schweitzer"-The life story and 
work of this outstanding doctor, min
ister, and philosopher. 50 frames, narra
tion on 33 1/3 Ip record. Color. Sale, 
$9.00 with record; $6.00 with rcadino 0 

script. 

"Into A Larger Life"-Filmstrip show
ing life of Angola, and the changing 
village pattcm under African leadership 
and missionary cooperation. 56 frames, 
narration on 33 l/3 Ip record. Color; 
sale, $7.50. Available from United 
Church of Canada, 299 Queen Street, 
\V., Toronto 2B, Canada. 

"New Day for African iil/0111en"-This 
filmstrip centers attention on the many 
changes initiated by modern commerce 
and transportation in the lives of Afri
can women. 78 frames, with reading 
script. Color; sale, $5.00. Available from 
Lit-Lit, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 
IO, N.Y. 

"I Found A New iil/orld"-Through the 
eyes of an artist and writer, the extent of 
Christian missions is presented. Recom
mended for MYF Clnistian Outreach 
Program Area. 80 frames, narration on 
33 l /3 Ip record. Color; sale, $15.00. 

"Abwa allll Her Piclme"-Short film
strip for children portraying African 
family life and the storv of a little oirl 
who secs a picture of J;sus on a sch~ol
room wall. 29 frames, narration on 
33 l /3 lp record. Color; sale, $9.00. 
Available from Dukane Corp., St. 
Charles, Ill. 

"S111110, Boy of Africa"-Photographed 
in Liberia, the filmstrip shows the life 
of a young boy in an African village and 
a mission school. Recommended for chil
dren. 57 frames, with reading script. 
Black-and-white; sale, $3.00. 

"T11111ba of Africa"-Ncw filmstrip for 
children to be released soon. \Vatch for 
further announcements. 

"Kembo, A Little Girl of Africa"-Slide 
set that tells the story cif an African 
youngster, from the Friendship Press 
Book of the same title. Recommended 
for children. 31 color slides; Sale, $13.00; 
rental, $1.00. Available from Visual 
Education Service, 409 Prospect Street, 
New Haven, Conn. 

l\fork of tlze Hawk. 

Picture Packet 

"Belgian Co11go"-Six 8xl0 glossy black
and-white prints, showing representative 
evangelical educational, and medical 
work, with title cards. Sale, $1.00. Avail
able from Dept. of Visual Education, 
150 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, N.Y. 

Except where otherwise noted, 
all films and filmstrips are avail
able from The :Methodist Pub
lishing House serving your ter
ritory. 

[ 269] 57 

~ . ! 



Africa-
Independence
the Church 

BY 
DOROTHY McCONNELL 

DURING the past.five years almost 
every national magazine of im

portance has given major attention 
to Africa south of the Sahara at one 
time or another. 

Tlze Saturday Review of Literat11re 
has had two African issues. Life has 
had one. A long continued article 
concerned with Johannesburg mines 
appeared in The N e111 Y or her. An 
African issue of Holiday 1mgazine is 
on the stands as vve go to press. Great 
metropolitan newspapers have had 
African insets. 

The State Department has greatly 
enlarged its African department since 
the war. The United Nations has 
set up a new regional economic com
mission in Africa. Where three inde
pendent states existed in Africa at 
the close of \i\7orlcl \i\7ar II, there 
are now eleven, and there will soon 
be thirteen. Africa is news. 

Most of the news that accompanies 
the name of Africa is change
changing family life, new industrial 
life, vanishing village restraints, new 
citizens at the voting polls, new faces 
in legislatures and in government 
mansions-new voices from the 
microphones of the United Nations 
J\ssembly. 
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Fatlzer Trevor Huddleston; 'TVhite South Africa will he 
fortunate if, fifty years from now, it is still a tolerated minority 
group." 

In this atmosphere of change, 
there is always anxiety expressed lest 
in the political and economic develop
ment, which of necessity involves loan 
and technical and administrative as
sistance, the continent of Africa will 
turn toward the Communist sphere 
rather than toward the \i\1 estern free 
world. 

Not many of the articles take up 
the question which absorbs Africans 
to the exclusion of other matters. This 
is: is Africa to be for Africans? And 
the determination seems to be grow
ing on the part of Africans that it 
shall be just that. In most parts of 
Africa white partnership is rejected. 
There is a desire for a quick end to 
white control. 

Less than two years ago, I was in 
a protectorate which will receive its 
independence in a few years. I went 
to an all-white dinner party in the 
home of a liberal Englishman. 

"\i\7hat do you ex1)ect to do when 
independence comes?", I asked. "Go 
back to England?" 

"No," said the man, "I will make 
my home here. The way I look at it, 
this country will need more of us 
than it ever has needed to get it 
started on its way." 

It sounded reasonable. But it just 
happened that I raised my eyes to 
look at the servant who ·was serving 
the coffee. I had met ·him before 
dinner. He was a student at a mis
sion school nearby, and one of its 
best students. There was a look on 
his face that made me question 
whether my host had better not in
vest his savings in a little cottage in 
Cornwall. 

Six years ago, long before the 
Leopoldville riots, I visited a school 
in Elisabethville. It was a good 
school. The African teachers were 
intelligent and had their jobs well 
in hand. The head of the school was 
a Belgian. He asked me, in front of 
one of the teachers, if I did not think 
he had an unusually fine faculty. I 
replied that I did. It was clue, he 
told me, to the Belgian theory of 
colonization which gave the African 
opportunity to go as far as he could. 

"Not quite that far," said the 
teacher. "Not as far as being a head 
of a school." 

Belgium is sensitive to remarks like 
that-whether or not that particular 
principal was. It is now the policy 
to allow the African to go ahead even 
to being principal of a school. So 
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senslln'e are the excellent colonial 
administrators in the Belgian Congo 
that plans were already well advanced 
toward ultimate independence oF the 
Belgian Congo at the time the riots 
for independence broke out m 
Leopoldville. Because, as Belgium 
realizes, African political independ
ence is almost a prerequisite for con
tinued multi-racial life in what we 
call Black Africa . 

The continued sporadic outbrcab 
against the Central Federation of 
the Rhodesias and Nyasaland come 
from the fact that though the Federa
tion is to receive its independence in 
1960 white men hold the government 
posts and a white man will travel to 
London to accept independence From 
Great Britain. 

The Banc.lung Conference was held 
in 1955 when Africans, for the first 
time, joined Asians. 

"\Ve have a common problem," 
the Asians said. 

Some of the. white world looked 
at this Conference with concern. It 
was thought of as a hint that Africans 
and Asians would unite against the 
white world. It does not seem to be 
working out that way. Africa seems 
to be snying: 

"\i\T e have distinct problems. They 
nre not Asian problems. Africa is not 
Asia." 

There is a decided ground-swell 
toward Pan-Africanism. The people 
of Africa speak many dialects, belong 
to many tribes, and in times pnst have 
had many Feuds. But the black peo-

Brand cast i 11.g. 

\Vest Africa, long bclic,·ed to be 
an area not suitable for life For white 
men, has had an easier time than 
other sections of Africa, as for as 
Africans are concerned. \Vhite men 
did not make permanent homes in 
\i\Test Africa. But down through south 
and central Africa arc thousands of 
white families who know no other 
country, and consider their part of 
Africa as home. 
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pie oF Africa also feel a kinship that 
is not cut by national boundaries. 
True, they may not have the same 
dialect, but they have the same tribal 
memories of taboo, and of dances, of 
work songs and of hunting. They 
have the same color of skin. 

In all of Africa today two men are 
most powerful. One is Nasser of 
Egypt. One is Nkrumah of Ghana. 
To Africans south of the Sahara, 

Nasser is a "European." l k could 
possibly have a hold over thousands 
of black Africans because his religion 
is the same as theirs-Muslim-if 
there were no other strong African 
leader. But a black African has a 
hold ovor Africans today that no 
"European" can possibly have. 

Yet Pan-Africanism can set the 
world back immeasurably. No one 
with any sense of the world trends 
today would want to see any part of 
the world set aside for one race alone. 
The vVest Coast of Africa does not 
need Pan-Africanism to have Full 
African participation in government 
and in international affairs. It is not 
in competition with white settlers. 
But where there are white settlers 
\\'ho also want to take full participa
tion in their country's business, what 
can be clone? 

There are only two institutions that 
can keep Africa multi-racial and at 
the same time give the African op
portunity for equal place with the 
white and by equal we do not mean a 
False equality. An African legislator 
represents 7,000,000 and the white 
200,000. The African expects greater 
representation in the Legislature. 
Even equality in number of represen
tation is not the answer. It is going to 
take some doing, and it is going to 
take tremendous creative thinking 
and action on the part of all. 

There are two organizations which 
have major responsibility. 

One is the United Nations. 
One is the church. 
The United Nations through its 

various commissions and agencies can 
help the uneducated African toward 
his own self-realization. The existence 
of an Economic Commission for 
i\l'rica in Africa has a great moral 
effect for the equal participation or 
Africans in domestic and international 
<1ffairs. The whole United Nations 
atmosphere makes place for all na
tionalities and colors. 

The UN has a very real purpose in 
this-beyond any idealistic goal. It 
is out to achieve a peaceful society 
-always threatened when one section 
docs not have a chance- at self
expression. 

But this is not enough. 
It must go deeper than this i r 

any workable kind of multi-racial 
society can he achic.wccl in Africa. 
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\\'here mu It i-racia I soeict ies exist 
there is need for real reconciliation 
of the spirit. lt cannot be clone by the 
J\frican church alone. It cannot be 
clone by the \Vestern church alone. 
It calls for genuine cooperation on 
the part of both ·groups. It requires 
the most intensive self-questioning 
on the part of missionary and African 
Christians. It must be followed in 
the churches at home as well as in 
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(Hight) M11lti-rncinl field clnss. 
Tl1e {trst i11tcrrncinl 1111il'ersity i11 
Ce11trnl ;\fricn nt Snlislmry prc
Jinrcs ho1l1 races for tlze f11t11re of 
1\fricn. 

(Bc/011•) 1\fricn Potes. 1\fricn docs 
1101 co11sidcr it lzns eq11nl reprcse11-
tnt io11 i11 s11c11 countries as Ce11trnl 
African Federation of tlze Rlzo
desin11s wizen it lzns mz cqzrnl 
m1111hcr of represe11tntives ns t lze 
whites. Tlze renso11 is tlzat tlzcrc 
arc 7,000,000 Africn11s to 200,000 
whites. 
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all of the churches in J\frica. 
V/hilc this is going on, m1ss10n 

boards and members of churches at 
home should use every possible way to 
hasten the economic development of 
Africa, the political and educational 
opportunities for African people, and 
the chance for more intensive spiritual 
advance and participation of Africa 
in the world councils of the church. 

There is a gain in this For the 

church, aside from the achievement 
of a peaceful society. It is the gain 
that comes from any personal selF
realization with a spiritual base. Out 
of it may come new spiritual insights 
for the church at large far beyond any 
we have today. 

As we have said-all this takes 
some doing. It is perhaps the greatest 
single problem in human relations to 
live together in a multi-racial \vorlcl. 
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THIS MONTH 
I N the report of the All-Africa 

Church Conference, which \\'as 
held in Ibadan, Nigeria, in 1958, a 
great deal of space is given to various 
plans for unity. 

The Methodists oF Africa are ex
periencing all the hopes and frustra-
1 ions of unity with the other churches. 
Bishop Ivan Lee Holt touches on the 
Lict in his article, "Land oF Beauty 
and Decision," that in South Africa 
alone there are six different branches 

; of Methodism. Bishop Holt suooests 
"'"' as a step toward unity among the 

churches a program of cooperation 
among the six Methodist church 
bodies. Plans were made for the 

, cooperation after his visit. Such 
cooperation has never taken place 
before. The Methodist church which 
took its valiant stand against 
apartheid (complete separation of the 
races) is the Methodist Church of 
South Africa, not our own church. 
Head the article, and glow with pride 
that one of our sister Methodist 
churches could take such a stand in 
such an atmosphere. 

Use this article in your Africa 
study, or in any discussion on race 
and the church which you may hold. 

Bishop Holt, the author, was for 
many years the president of the Meth
odist \i\Torld Council. He Wlites about 
South Africa from an unusual inter-

' national church background. He has, 
so he tells us, traveled in eighty-three 
countries (Dr. John R. Mott's record 

' was also eighty-three) in the interests 
ol' the Methodist people. 

\Ve have gathered together a good 
many pictures in this issue. \Ve want 
our readers to get acquainted with the 
look or Africa. Our O\Vn Methodist 
church works, for the most part, with 
rural Africa, and with an Africa that 
has just come out of the countryside. 
During the coming study year we 
hope to bring to our readers some 
articles by the Africans who have 
been educ:ited, and who represent 
well the African point of view-as 
nearly as there is one-in _great inter
national gatherings, such as the 
United Nations Assembly. 

But , in the long run, the African 
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foces )'OU sec Oil these pages this 
mond1 are much like the ones vou will 
see in greatest numbers al~na the . ~ "' 
Al rican roads. 

"The Story oF a Congo Boy"; "Afri
can l\ losaic," and "Social Centers in 
Al'rica,"all are picture stories worthv oF 
use in any study of Africa. They !;ave 
the advantage of having come, for the 
most part, from our own mission 
projects, and the faces are faces seen 
in the schools and churches linked 
with the American Methodist mis
sions. 

One name that is known all over 
Liberia is that oF Dr. George Harley. 
\Vherever you go in Liberia, some
one, sooner or later, is sure to mention 
Dr. Harley. \.\Then we were ready to 
write to ask him to contribute an arti
cle to the Africa issue of \i\1 ORLD OuT
LOOK, we asked here at the Board for 
his address. One who knows him said: 
"Just 'Dr. George I-Iarley, Liberia,' 
will be sufficient." 

Dr. I-I arley asked that his article 
be called "As I See It Now." He re
calls that thirty-three years ago the 
mission task was different from what 
it has become today. Now he does not 
"do" things so much as he trains 
others to do them. Make-shifts he 
might have accepted for himslf in 
medical instruments, books, and 
equipment, he ·will not accept for the 
young men ~nd women whom he is 
training. 

The article has the vigor of Dr. 
Harley's personality throughout. It is 
good to use with the Africa study. It 
is good to mark and set aside for use 
with the church-wide study coming 
this Fall-"The Church and Medical 
Missions." 

\Ve are sorry we could not bring 
you a picture of the new church
"the prettiest church in the country" 
of Liberia. \ i\le will get it for you a 
little later on, perhaps. 

In the report we mentioned at the 
top of this page, the report of the All
Africa Church Conference, there was 
great discussion on the part which 
Islam is playing in Africa. Those who 
studied the l\1 iddle East last year will 
be particularly interested in what 

i\ I iss Clora \Vysner lias lo say about 
Islam and its penetration into Africa 
south of the Sahara. Dr. \Vysner at
tended the All-Africa Conference 
i:incl knows what was said there. She i~ 
getting ready just now to attend an 
International l\lissionary Conference 
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, where the 
Islam expansion will be a chief topic 
of discussion. \i\Te are lucky to have 
Dr. \Vysner write for our Africa is
sue, and we can think of anv number 
of ways in which her article can be 
brought into the Commission on l\lis
sions, the Methodist Youth Fellow
ship, or the vVoman's Society. \i\Te are 
sure you can, too. Let us know how 
you used this article. 

Addis Ababa is also the permanent 
host to the new United Nations 
agency, the Economic Commission on 
Africa. Reports from the Commission 
are not available, as we go to press, but 
we could not have an issue on Africa 
without mention of this new United 
Nations Commission. It is set up to 
facilitate and speed the development 
of African countries and African peo
ples. Uusually these regional commis
sions under the United Nations are 
concerned onlv ·with the economic 
questions, but in Africa (the United 
Nations decided) social and economic 
questions are so interrelated that we 
cannot face one without facing the 
other. 

\i\Te are having in an early issue an 
article from one •.vho attended this 
Commission. \i\Tatch for it. In the 
meantime, use the information that 
we bring in this issue on how a 
voluntary agency suggested part of 
the program for the Commission. It 
may suggest to you ways church vol
untary agencies can add or expand 
programs for the welfare of people. 

Do you like our color pictures? 
\i\Te wish we could run color every 
month. Perhaps it would get to be a 
common-place if we did that, how
ever, and that would be unfortunate. 
\i\1 e en joy picking out the special color 
photos too much to want it to pall. 

\i\Te hope that you like our little 
reader on the May cover, too. All the 
pictures-indeed the whole issue
were designed partly as a Methodist 
supplement to the Africa study, and 
partly to show what really close ties 
we have in the local church to this 
great emerging continent. 
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BOOKS 
SHE HAD A :MAGIC, by Brian 

O'Brien. E. P. Dutton & Co., New 
York. 1959. $4.00. 281 pages. 

Mary Slessor did indeed have a magic. 
The African people felt it strongly. So did 
everyone else who came in contact with 
this little Scottish missionary. It was the 
magical strength available to one who is 
dedicated to God. 

Mary Slessor took literally the command 
to go and preach the gospel , and, as she 
put it , "teach the heathen." 

But Mary Slessor was the eldest of the 
children in an impoverished family of 
Scotland. From the time she was eleven 
years old, l\fr1ry worked to help her family 
-hard, grinding work in mills and fac
tories. It was not until she was 29 that 
her responsibilities were eased to the ex
tent that she felt she could start on her 
life's work. 

\7\lhere should she go? Mary Slessor and 
her mother were avid listeners to mission
ary speakers. Japan and India presented 
strong calls. But the Presbyterian Mission 
at Calabar, \Vest Africa, was the one that 
called most loudly, and it was to Calabar 
that Mary Slessor sailed in May, 1875. 

Calabar was, in 1875, a jungle strong
hold or all the superstitious cruelties one 
can bring to mind-witchcraft, trial by 
ordeal, murder of twins and of their 
mothers. Slave raids were commonplace. 

It may be that Mary Slessor's very igno
rance-or innocence of formal education 
and training-helped her. She did not go 
by the rules and regulations. She simply 
waded in and fought with all her strength 
to bring the people of Calabar to Goel. 
She soon became a rescuer-literally 
snatching away babies who were in danger 
of being superstitiously killed, and taking 
in abandoned children. She fought against 

· injustice. She argued for mercy. 
Mary Slessor became a legend in West 

Africa. Her tremendous physical bravery 
amazed the African chiefs and won their 
reluctant appro\•al. She was ready to risk 
her life in any situation where she felt 
called of God to act. And she was not 
afraid to act-she knew how to p.11slz peo
ple, both literally and figuratively. And she 
also could tallt. She could talk a group of 
determined African men into lightening 
the punishment of a pair of teen-age girls 
caught in taboo violations. So well did she 
learn the dialects that she became an ex
pert in all the complicated inRections, and 
tones that gave different meaning to 
words. 

Mary Slessor made a brave fight to im
prove the lot of African women. She noted 
how completely they were at the mercy 
of the men of the tribes. She felt that eco
nomic security would be a basic step to
\\'ard better lives for 1\frican women. In 
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Calabar she helped women learn to sup
port themselves by sewing, cooking, and 
doing laundry. She felt that a Home and 
a school for girls must be established. 

Once, when Mary Slessor was getting 
along in years, she remarked: 

"I have always said that I have no idea 
how and why Goel has carried me over 
so many funny and hard places, and made 
chese hordes of people submit to me, or 
why the Government [British] should 
have given me the privilege of a magistrate 
among them [In 1905 Miss Slessor ac
cepted mz appoi11t111e11t to a Native Court, 
wlzere she served ably as a Vice-president 
(magistrate) witlz011t salary.] , except in 
answer to prayer. It is all beyond my com
prehension. The only way I can explain 
it is on the ground that I have been prayed 
for more than most." 

THE BOOK OF NEGRO FOLK
LORE, edited by Langston Hughes 
and Arna Bontemps. Dodd, l\1cad 
and Co., N.Y. 1958. $6.50. 624 pages. 

There are always new discoveries in any 
anthology of Negro folklore, along with 
the old remembered bits. 

There is usually a place given to the ani
mal story so well remembered by all of us 
from childhood. The animal is a weak 
little animal-a rabbit or a mouse or a 
tortoise. He always overcomes his strong 
and powerful adversary by sheer intellec
tual cunning, conniving, or persistence. 
His victories are joyously acclaimed by 
children. 

This anthology gives place to that type 
of story. But it gives a greater place to the 
religious expression of the early American 
Negro than do many of these books. 
Among the well-known spirituals are some 
that arc relatively unknown, like the 
tender, intimate, Christmas song which 
begins: 

"Oh, l\1ary, what you gonna name 
That pretty little baby?" 

And ends in the exultant realization: 
"Some will call him one thing 

But I think I'll say Emmanuel. 
Glory, glory, glory, 
To the newborn King." 

The editors hm·c given a great emphasis 
to the religious expression of the race as it 
showed itself in response to sermons and 
to the content of the sermons themselves. 

The preacher of that day was often the 
only one who could read and write. He 
was teacher as well as preacher. And he 
had the stimulation of an audience re
sponse that came from the fact that the 
church was almost the only social outlet. 

We are just beginning to realize, the 
editors insist, the greatness of the gift to 
American spiritual life from these Negro 
preachers. They say: "All [folklorists] 
have confirmed one point. There was a 
wonderful creativity behind this preaching 
which fully warrants the esteem in which 
it was held by its rapt, hand-clapping, 
foot-patting, and vocally responsive 
hearers." 

In acknowledging this gift the editors 
do not overlook what they call "the prob
lem." 

It shows in two revealing rhythms. One 
is called "Work." 

"Negroes: 
Last to be hired, 
First to be fired." 

And another called "Lord's Prayer." 

"Our Father, who art in heaven, 
White man owe me ']even and pay me 

seven. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done. 

But if I hadn't tuck that, I wouldn't got 
none." 

The book portrays a part of American 
life that is receding into the past. For 
that, if for no other reason, it is a good 
book to own. 

HANDBOOK OF LIBERIAN FERNS, 
by Winifred J. Harley. Canta Mis
sion, Canta, Liberia. 

Probably the Handbook of Liberian 
Ferns will tell the reader little about the 
mission problems of Liberia. It will tell 
you considerably about one of the mission
aries-\7\7inifred J. Harley, the wife of 
George Harley, the famous missionary doc
tor. 

Mrs. Harley has taken time from the 
strenuous life of a missionary to collect 
ferns, over a hundred different kinds of 
them, in the country of her work. "There 
is cine," she says, "that grows in the sand, 
one that Boats in fresh water. There is one 
as big as a tree, and others as small as 
half a bean seed." 

Missionaries have crowded and taxing 
days of work. But it is amazing how many 
have contributed to the knowledge of the 
world. Missionaries have given expert data 
on rainfall, on the formation of rocks, on 
wind directions, on mineral deposits. 

One missionary in El Verge) in Chile 
contributed new and revolutionary infor
mation on the migration of birds. Dr. 
Robert Fleming of Nepal has made a more 
extensive study of birds in Nepal than 
anyone in that country has ever made. 

\Ve arc glad that Mrs. Harley is in the 
company of missionaries who have a curi
osity about the world around them. 

One aspect of the book we liked particu
larly was the fact of blank pages at the 
back, for the reader's own notes on ferns. 
Field Notes they are called. They suggest 
a faith that only a missionary could have. 

THE AFRICA CHRISTIAN ADVO
CATE, $1.00 for 2 years. Check or 
International money order to Central 
Mission Press, Box 75, Cleveland, 
Transvaal, Union of South Africa. 

Within the pages of the Africa Christian 
Advocate our readers will find valuable ma
terial for the year of Africa study--di
rectory of missionaries, stories and articles 
about Africa missions and African people. 
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THE MOVING FINGER WRITES 

PENTECOST i\'1ESSAGE BY 

"'ORLD COUNCIL HEADS 

1l1e 171 Protestant, Anglican , and 
Orthodox churches in fiftv-threc nations 
belonging to the 'World Council of 
Churches will receive a Pentecost or 
\~lhitsunday message from the presi
dents of the Council. 

The Protestants and Anglicans will 
observe Pentecost on Sundav, i\fov 17. 
1959. For Orthodox Churcl1es. '~·hich 
use a different calendar, Pentecost falls 
on June 21. 

Designed to be read in many lan
gm1ges from pulpits throughout the 
\\'oriel, the message of the \Vorld Coun
cil's fi\'e presidents says that "\Vhit
sundav-or Pentecost-is the Festival 
of th~ Holy Spirit and the Festival of 
the Church. For these two belong to
gether." 

The "'oriel Council's Pentecost mes
saoe is signed bv its five presidents: Dr. 
John Baillie, Cl;urch of Scotland. Edin
burgh, Scotland; Dishop Sante Uberto 
Barbieri, bishop of the Central Confer
ence of the Methodist Church in Argen
tina, Uruguay and Bolivia; Bishop Otto 
Dibelius, Bishop of Berlin and Branclen
bmg, Evangelical Church in Germany; 
i\ ktropolitan Mar Thoma Ju ha non. 
i\ lar Thoma Syrian Church, Tirtl\'l'lla, 
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Rece11t v1s1tors to India incl11ded the Rev. and I\1rs. Martill 
L11tlzer K.ing (left) of Mo11tgo111ery, Alabama, and Bislzop 
HI. Angie Smith (rig/it,) of tlze Oldal1011w-New i'\Iexico Area, 
slzo11•11 greeting lndia:s Prime Minister, }mvaharlal Nehru. 
Dr. King, 111/10 won 1rorld-wide fame d111·i11g tlze Mo11tgo111ery 
l111s lmycott, was bro11glit to India by tlie A111erica11 Frie11ds 
Se;Tice Co111111ittee. Bishop S111it'1 l!'as in India d11ri11g 1111 
aru1md-tlie-H'Orld tour of visitatio11 for tlie Council of Bisliops. 

India; and the lk HL"\". I lcnry Knox 
Sherrill, recently retired presiding bish
op of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
Boxford, Mass. 

\Vorld Council presidents are elected 
;it the assembly ordinarily held every six 
vcars. The curn:~nt roster of presidents 
~vas elected at the second world as
scmblv held in E\'anston, Ill., in 1954. 
1-lono;·ary president, Dr. George K. A. 
Bell, the Bisl~op of Chichester, England, 
and t\rchbishop Michael of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of North and 
South America died in 1958 so there are 
tmi less signatures than on last year's 
message. 

i\ lanv Christian churches obscr\'c 
Pcntec~st as a dav to consider the Holv 
Spirit and pray .for the unity of th~ 
Church. Pentecost has its roots in the 
ancient Jewish festival of Shabout. Its 
specific Christian meaning is described 
in the second chapter of the New Testa
ment Book of Acts. 

Pcntecost is obscr\'cd fifty days after 
Easter and commemorates the descent 
of the Holy Spirit. At the time of the 
first Pentecost, 120 Christian believers 
were g<1thered in Jerusalem for the He
brew festirnl. Sometimes referred to as 
''the birthday of the Church," Pente
cost marks this C\ 'ent in which the I· Ioly 
Spirit was given the followers of Christ 

in a unique way. Some 3,000 con,·erts 
were made at the first Pentecost. 

The full text of the message follows: 

Pentecost 1959 

A Message from the Presidents of the 
"' orld Council of Churches 

''\;\/hitsunday-or Pentecost-is the 
festival of the Holy Spirit and the festival 
of the Church. For these two belong to
gether. St. Paul states that relationship in 
these words: 

" 'For by one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body, Jews or Greeks, slaves and 
free . . · .' (I Cor. 12: 13 RSV) 

'The Holy Spirit has created the 
Church. The Holy Spirit is the life of the 
Church today. As we pray that the Holy 
Spirit may come into our own lives, we 
pray at the same time that we may become 
living members of the one Body of Christ. 

'The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of unity , 
which is constantly at work to heal the 
divisions which obscure the wonderful 
truth of the oneness of Christ's Bodv and 
which gathers all the baptized togeth~r into 
the one family of God. 

"The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of renewal, 
which overcomes the dimness of our vision. 
the routine of our piety, our easy accept
ance of the ways of the world, and gives 
new life to the congregations and their 
members who open their hearts and minds 
for the gifts of the Spirit. 

'The lloly Spirit is the Spirit of \\'itncss 
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Put God in Your Will 
Before the div;,1e s11111mo11s comes, have 
)'Oii as a worthy steward p,·ovided in 
your IF'ill to Cfll'IJ' on missio11ary 
work abroad? This is the work of the 
church to which )'Oii have dedicated 
time a11d mo11ey. 

As a IJ7ill provides for yom· loved ones, 
let it also p1·ovide for gelli11g God's 
Gospel lo the overlooked a11d 1111/oved 
ones amo11g His children. 

Helpful Booklet FREE 
Bequests can be designated for use 
abroad in a particular country or for 
any special phase of God's work. 

Send today for illustrated folder 
giving full particulars and the various 
forms your bequest may take. One such 
form is an annuity agreement protect• 
ing your loved ones as long as they live. 

Let Your IJ7ill Emhrine • 
Your llfemory ' · , ... 

-------------THE METHODIST CHURCH 
Division of World Missions WOS-33-9 
lSD Fiflh Avenue, New York 11, N. Y. 

and mission which urges us to cease being 
preoccupied with ourselves and sends us 
out into the world with its crying spiritual 
and material needs in order to proclaim by 
word and deed that humanity is surrounded 
by the love of God in Christ. 

"The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of recon
ciliation which overcomes misunderstand
ing and estrangement among the Churches 
and enables them to become a force for 
peace between nations and races. 

"Let us, therefore, rejoice in the presence 
of God's Holy Spirit. Let us witness anew 
to His all-transforming power. Let us 
glorify Goel and enjoy the fruits of His 
Spirit who has come to lead us to greater 
fullness of life, this day and evermore." 

A prayer by Archbishop William 
Temple: 

"'O Blessed Jesu, Love and Truth of 
Goel incarnate, cleanse us from all that 
hinders or distorts our vision of Thee. So 
fill us with trust in Thee that we cease 
from our striving and rest in Thee. Thou 
Light of the world, so shine in our 
hearts that the rays of Thy brightness, 
now known to us in our separation, may 
be gathered into the pure radiance of 
Thy glory manifested through us in our 
unity in Thee. Thou Lamb of God, that 
takest away the sin of the world, wash 
our spirits clean from sin. By the mystery 
of Thy Holy Incarnation, by Thine 
Agony and Bloody Sweat, by Thy Cross 
and Passion, by Thy Glorious Resurrec
tion and Ascension, and by the Coming 
of the Holy Ghost, unite us with Thy
self and in Thyself one with another, 
that we may be one with and in Thee 
as Thou art one with the Father, that 
the world may believe that Thou art its 
Saviour, Goel blessed for ever.'" 

Attention: H. Burnham Kirkland The Presidents of the 1V arid Dear Mr. Kirkland: Please send your booklet 
"\Veil Done" civing various forms of bequest. Co.m1cil of Churches 

Dr. John Baillie-Edinburgh 

Address'--------------
Bishop S. LT. Barbieri-Buenos Aires 
Bishop Otto Dibelius-Berlin 
r.ktropolitan Juhanon Mar Thoma-City( ________ Zone_State __ _ 
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Mi SS ion press in Africa 1: Road mlomting ;n1orma•ve m•cl~ about l .f'.il ·. ·x~·~ 
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Just SO• a year opens doors into a new world where I paramount chieftain of th• Lunda ,,_op!e "~>{' _,''!, 
you'll sh&re in the daily experiences of a growing : in the Belgian Congo! ;r( :.:Jff .. ~ -'..:.. 
ch~rch in Africa. Give your 111m~~1r:-- -- -- -- - - - - - -
family or church a gift sub-· • 
scription today ! PLEASE SEND ONLY CHECKS OR INTERNATIONAL MONE~ ORDERS. 

Special issues aro being 
planned on modical. agricul
tura I, evangelistic, educa
tional and othor typos of 
work in Africa to help you 
with your Africa Study 
Course. 
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State 

Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill-Boxford, 
Massachusetts 

Methodists Unharmed 
In Bolivia Riots 

No Methodist personnel were injured 
nor was Methodist property damaged in 
the recent riots and demonstrations in 
La Paz, capital of Bolivia. In a letter, a 
Methodist missionary in La Paz said, 
"All is calm after three days of dis
turbances. All our people are well and 
going on with their work." The riots 
were attributed to a report on the eco
nomic and political situation in Bolivia 
published in Time magazine. 

FINLAND l\1ETHODJSTS 

OBSERVE CENTENNIAL 

The Methodist of Finland will ob
serve in 1959 the one-hundredth anni
versary of Methodism in their country. 
One of the first events of the centennial 
year was the dedication of a new church 
in the coastal town of Lovisa on the 
Baltic Sea. 

The new church, which was built in 
part through the labors of the Pastor, 
the Rev. Harry Svenson, and members 
of his congregation, will serve Swedish
speaking Methodists, who constitute 
one of the two annual conferences in 
Finland, the Finland-Swedish Confer
ence. The other conference is the Fin
land Conference, which comprises 
Methodist work among the native Finns. 
Both are in Bishop Odd Hagen's Stock
holm episcopal area. 

i\'!cthoclists in Finland number about 
3,200, and about 1,700 persons are en
rollee! in church schools. There arc 
twen ty-fi 1•e orclainecl ministers in the 
two conferences. 

The Rev. Dr. Arne-Tacob Kristoffer
sen, Methodist news c~rresponclcnt for 
Scandinavia, reports that· the official 
celebration of the Methodist centenary 
will be in August in the city of Vaasa in 
western Finland. 

The most recent report on Finnish 
Methodism was made bv the Rev. Dr. 
C. Melvin Blake, a Metl1odist Board of 
Missions secretary for Africa and until 
very recently secretary for Europe. He 
said at the Board of Missions' annual 
meeting in late January: 

"In spite of very great difficulties be
cause of inflation, we have been able to 
dedicate a new church at Lovisa. The 
best thing to report from our Finnish
speaking work (the Finland Confer
ence) is that we have had a real in
crease in membership every year since 
1955. This is a very stimulating fact." 

During January Finnish Mcthodisb, 
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as well as those in Sweden, Norway and 
Denmark, were hosts to a guest even
gelistic team from the United States, led 
hy the Rev. Howard vV. Ellis of Nash
ville, T cnn., a secretary of the Method
ist Board of Evangelism. 

As in other Scandinavian countries 
i\'lcthodists in Finland have been build
ers of health and social service institu
tions. There arc two children's homes, 
three homes for the aged (with a new 
one to house twenty persons to be ded
cated this fall), two small hospitals and 
a seaman's mission. Finnish Methodist 
ministers are trained at the Methodist 
Theological Seminary at Gothenburg, 
Sweden. Finnish missionaries are serv
ing in Africa and Pakistan. 

Like Methodism in other European 
lands, Methodist work in Finland was 
begun in 1895 by a seaman, Gustaf 
Lervik, who became a Methodist in the 
United States and returned to his native 
land to preach. In 1861 two Swedish 
sailors born in Finland, Gustaf and 
\iVilliam Bernlund, returned there from 
New York where they had been con
verted, and began preaching to the 
Swedes in the vicinitv of Kristinestad. 

It was not until 1S87 that the first 
i.\lethodist church vvas organized among 
the native Finns. The Rev. J. \i\1. 
1-laggman began a church at Pori and 
organized a theological seminary in 
1897. In 1902 the first four Finnish 
ministers were ordained. 

Among Swedish-speaking Methodists 
in Finland, continuous work began in 
1881 with the appointment of a local 
preacher from Sweden, who established 
churches in Vaasa and other towns. 
From 1881 to 1892, the Swedish-speak
ing work was connected with the 
Sweden Annual Conference. 

From 1892 ·to 1903 all Methodist 
work in Finland was organized under 
the Finland-St. Petersburg (Russia) 
I\ lission, but in 1911 there was a divi
sion into the Finland Conference and 
the Russia Mission. In 1923 the or
ganizational pattern of the Finland and 
Finland-Swedish Conferences was 
adopted, and this pattern has continued 
until today. 

The state religion is Lutheran, but 
The Methodist Church has been recog
nized legally since 1924. 

lVIALA y A METHODISTS 

CONSIDER MERGER 

Like other Methodists in Asia, The 
Methodist Church in Malaya is explor
ing the possibility of organic merger 
with other Protestant denominations. 
i\ further step was taken in the explora-

INDEPENDENCE 
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eA independence and security arc what I 
"" want as the years ad\•ancc. Please send 

me ful! particulars of your Life Income 
Contract guaranteeing safety of principal and high 
income return. 
Name _____________ _ 

Address ____________ _ 

City ______ Zo11e __ State __ _ 

Alontll, Day and Year of Birth·------
Fill in, Clip and Mail to Treasurer. 

WOMAN'S DIVISION OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
OF THE BOARD OF MISSIONS OF THE METHODIST CHURCH 
DepL MW 59, 15D Fillh Ave., New York 11, New York 

[ 277] 65 

'' · 
' \ 



66 
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. Yours for just three minutes 
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tory process at the recent session of the 
J\'lalava Annual Conference. 

Tl;e conference named a "Faith and 
Order Commission," which will meet 
with other Protestant representatives in 
1959 to discuss church union. Mergers 
of Methodists with other denominations 
arc in various stages in Asia, including 
complete merger in Japan and Okinavva 
and negotiations of several years' stand
ing in India. 

The Malaya Conference, which is 
one of two annual conferences in M~
laya, also invitee! the Board of Missions 
and the Board of Evangelism of The 
Methodist Church to send an evan
gelistic team from the United States 
during 1959, which is a "Year of Evan
gelism" for Malaya Methodists. The 
mission, to be composed primarily of 
American pastors, would be a joint un
dertaking of the Malaya and Malaysia 
Chinese Conferences. It would be di
rected by the Rev. Vlaldo S. Reinoehl, 
a missionary from Alhambra, Cal., who 
is the Malaya Conference secretary of 
evangelism. 

This 110ster wns isS11ed )J)' tlie \Vorld Co1111cil of Cln1rclies to 
help 111nrh Pe11tecost ns a ti111e of Christian 1111ity. See state111e11t 
of rlw \Vorld Co11J1cil presidc11ts 011 page 63. 
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A major appointment made at the 
conference by Bishop Hobart B. Am· 
stutz was the assignment of the Rev. 
Ong Chaik Ghee as superintendent of 
the Singapore district, nerve center for 
Methodism in much of Southeast Asia. 
Mr. Ong returnee! to Malaya, in No
vember, after almost a year in the 
United States under the "Overseas 
Pastors Training Program" of the Board 
of Missions. He served six months as 
associate pastor of the 2,400-member St. 
Mark Methodist Church in Atlanta, Ga. 

Mr. Ong succeeded the Rev. Dr. Ho 
Seng Ong, who retains his position as 
educational secretary for sixty-six Meth
odist schools in Singapore and the Fed
eration of Malaya. 

ln a report on the conference, the 
Rev. Robert F. Lundy, missionary from 
Pulaski, Va., and Methodist news cor
respondent for Malay, said: 

"The conference's Committee on 
Malaya 'Nork, which provides for pub
lication of literature in the Malay lan
guage and seeks to establish contacts as 
far as the Government will permit with 
the Muslim Malaya, asked for stcpped
up training of church leaders in Malay. 
It has been announced that the only 
official language in the Federation of 
Malaya by 1967 will be Malay, the com
mittee said. 

" 'Surely The Methodist Church must 
keep step with this trend,'. the committee 
cleclarcd. '\i\le recommend that more 
stress he made on Malay language pro
ficiency among church leaders, lay 
speakers, pastors and missionaries.' 

"The committee report admitted that 
'we are aware of the difficulty of present
ing the Christian message to those (Ma
lays) who are already within the orbit 
of the state religion (Islam).'" 

Bishop Amstutz orclainecl two young 
ministers as deacons and ordained a 
former supply pastor as cider. He ap· 
pointed the Rev. Edwin Khoo Boo 
Teck, a graduate of interdenominational 
Trinity College, to open pioneer Meth
odist \Vork in two new areas, Bentong 
and Mentakab. 

NELSON PRICE 

ON TRAFCO STAFF 

Nelson Price, Chicago, public rela
tions director for the Rock River lVleth
odist Conference, has been elected 
director of lield service and promotion 
for the Methodist T devision, Radio and 
Film Commission. 

The commission, known as TRAF
CO, is reorganizing its staff after the 
deaths in a plane crash February 4 of 
three of its staff members. Mr. Price's 
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Suninier Missionary Co1iference 
INTERDENOMINATIONAL CONFERENCES 

in wlziclz 1Hetl10dists cooperate and participate 
Northfield Conference on the Christian "'orld Mission, June 28-July 5, Northfield. 

Massachusetts. 
Registrar: Rev. Baldwin '"· Callahan, 14 Beacon Street, Boston 8, Mass. 

Silver Bay Conference on the Christian 'Vorld Mission, July 8-15 Silver Bav New 
York. ' ·' 
Registrar: Miss Jm·ce Clark, 257 Fourth Avenne, New York 10, N. Y. 

Asilomar :Missionary Education Conference, July 31-August 5, Asilomar, Pacific 
Grove, California. 
Registrar: Miss Janet Verkuyl, 83 McAllister Street, San Francisco, Calif. 

1\Iidwest 'Vorld Mission lnstih1te, August 3-7, Northwestern University, Evanston, 
Illinois. 
Registrar: Rev. James F. 'Vaery, 19 So. La Salle, Chicago 3, Illinois. 

Pacific Northwest International Missionary Conference, August 7-12, College of 
Puget Sound, Tacoma, 'Vasl1ington. 
Registrar: Dr. Clark J. \Vood, Room 8ll, 920 Second Ave., Seattle 4, 'Vash. 

lnterde110111i11atio1wl Conferences in wliiclz A1etl10dists cooperate 
lmt do not provide leaderslzip training 

Southwest Conference on Christian "'orld Mission, Jnne 13-19, Mt. Sequoyah, 
Fayetteville, Arkansas. 
Registrar: lVIrs. R. C. Allmon, 204 E. Kansas St., 'Valters, Oklahoma. 

Rockv l\fountain Conference and School of Missions, June 14-20, Estes Park, 
Colorado. 
Registrar: l\•Irs. Max Van Hall, 1337 Newport, Denver, Colorado. 

Chautauqua Conference on Christian 'Vorld Mission, August 23-28, Chautauqua, 
New York. . . 
Registrar: Dr. Laurence L1nge, 156 Fifth Avenne, New York 10, New York. 

1'\1ETHODJST SUMJ\IIER MISSIONARY CONFERENCES 
(in addition to tlie Interdenominatio11al Conferences) 

Lake Jnnaluska Missionary Conference, July 17-23 (for Southeastern Jurisdiction), 
Lake Junaluska, North Carolina. 
Registrar: Dr. James "'· Sells, 63 Auburn Avenue, N. E., Atlanta 3, Ga. 

Diamond Ranch Missionary Conference, August 10-14, Chugwater, 'Vyoming. 
Registrar: Mr. 'Villimn Loac11, 2100 So. Josephine, Demer 10, Colorado . 

. Mt. Sequoyah Missionary Conference, August 18-21 (for South Central Jurisdic
tion), Fayetteville, Arkansas. 
Registrar: Dr. Paul D. "'omeldorf, 809 Colcord Building, Oklahoma City 2, 
Oklahoma. 

Appalachian Region Missionary Conference, August 24-27, '"est Virginia \V esleyan 
College, Buckhannon, \Vest Virginia. 
Registrar: Mr. Raymond Kaiser, '"est Virginia "' esleyan College, Buckhannon, 
'"est Virginia. 

HT. D. C. S. Jmisdiction Sc110ols of Missions and Christian Service 
Central Jurisdiction-Huston-Tillotson College, Austin, Texas, June 14-19. 

Cliairman: Mrs. M. M. Drake, 1032 Second Avenue, South, Nashville 10, 
Tennessee. 

Dean: Mrs. P. C. Holland, 1025 Fuller Street, Knoxville, Tennessee. 
North Central Jurisdiction-Albion College, Albion, Michigan, June 15-20. 

Clrnirman and Dean: Mrs. Vaughn H. Simons, 3047 Griest Avenue, Cincinnati 
8. Ohio. 

Northeastern· Jurisdiction-Pembroke College, Providence, Rhode Island, June 
10-16. 
Cliairman: Mrs. Thoburn T. Brumbaugh, 80 Elm Street, New Rochelle, New 

York. 
Dean: Mrs. Ch-de LeMcssurier, 164 Terrace Park, Rochester ll, New York. 

South Central J1irisdiction-Mt. Sequoyah, Fayetteville, Arkansas, June 22-27. 
Chairman: Mrs. E. L. Reid, 301 Bellevue, Clebnrne, Texas. 
Dean: l\frs. G. '"· Dameron, 1710 Park Avenue, Shreveport, Louisiana. 

Southeastern Jurisdiction-Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, July 1-8. 
Cliairman: l\1rs. E. L. Glossbrcnner, 3814 Hawthorne Avenue, Richmond, 

Virginia 
Dean: Mrs. A. C. Johnson, 766 Covington Avenue, Bowling Green; Kcntuch. 

"'cs tern Jurisdiction-'" estminstcr College, Salt L1ke City, Utah, June 22-2 7. · 
Cliairman: Mrs. A. L. Young, 1040 Avenue B., Redondo Beach, California. 
Dean: Mrs. F. "'· Batten, Box 655, Dos Palos, California. 

new position is a part of this reorganiza
tion. 

The new staff member was elected at 
THAFCO's annual meeting March 6. 
He will take the new position about 
April 15. 

l\lAY 1959 

The Hev. Dr. Harry C. Spencer, 
Nashville, THAFCO general secretary, 
announced that l\'lr. Price will have un
der his supervision the following: de
velopment of radio and TV workshops 
for Methodist ministers and laymen, or-

'tlw! portable 
electric 
organ 

•Brilliant, Rich Tone 

e 4 Full Octaves (49 Keys) F to F 

• Provides Keyboard Experience 

•Volume Control 

•Plugs in Any Electric Outlet 

$135°0 &lflf/Jlel.e 
It's easy to play the Hormophoncl 

Ideal for the church or school with a limited 
budget. Weighs only 16 lbs. Excellent for 
teaching, choral accompaniment, etc. Excel
lent PTAproject. Easy to play. Sold by music 
stores and selected major department stores. 
Ifnot available in your vicinity write Dept.RHU 

MUSICAL PRODUCTS CORPORATION 
3711 W. Pinc Boulevard St. Louis 8, Mo. 

ganization of local pi·oduction commit
tees for broadcasting the "Talk Back" 
TV series, contacts '>Vith annual confer
ence TRAFCO's, promotion of the Tele
vision Ministry Fund and the Children's 
Television Ministry, general public rela
tions for TRAFCO, and radio and tele
vision coverage of national Methodist 
meetings. 

Mr. Price has been Hock Hiver Con
ference public relations director the last 
two years. As such, he has headed pub
lic relations for The Methodist Church 
and its institutions in Chicago and 
northern Illinois. 

Before going to Chicago, Mr. Price 
was for four and a half years public 
relations director for the Indiana Area 
of The Methodist Church. \i\Thile in 
that position, he served as executive sec
retary of the Indiana Methodist Tele
vision Commission. He has had other 
experience in radio and TV and was at 
one time director of publicity <ll l\lorn-

[ 279] 67 

I 

, I 
i I 

I 

I" I I 
I 
I· 

I 
I 



D Ire ct 
Prices & Discounts 
To Churches, Clubs, 
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and All Organiza
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llanquet TablC's. 
'WritC' for tlie new 
)!UXBOE 51ST 
A:>X·IYBTISA HY 
CATALOG of 
Foldini: Tn bl cs. 
Folclinf; Chnir::;. 
Trucks, i\Jonhle 
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inc ltisers, etc. 
Get our special prices, 
quantity discounts, n1so terms. 
Monroe: Co., 116 Church St., Colfax, Iowa 

ingside College, Sioux City, la. He is a 
graduate of Morningside. 

He is married and the father of an 
infant daughter. 

FIFTH COMJ\llSSION 

To BE AsKED IN 1960 

The 1960 General Conference of The 
Methodist Church will be asked to take 
steps to establish a Commission on 
Christian Social Relations in each of the 
denomination's 40,000 churches. 

The lnterboard Commission on Chris
tian Social Relations, meeting in Chica
go March l l, voted to memorialize the 
General Conference to make mandatory 
a Commission on Christian Social Re
lations in each local church. Such a 
commission is optional now. At present 
there are four required commissions: 
membership and evangelism, education, 
missions, and stewardship and finance. 

The lnterboard Commission on Chris
tian Social Relations is a coordinating 
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agency for the policies and activities of 
three of the church's three general 
agencies which deal with social con
cerns : the Board of Temperance, \i\lash
ington, D. C., and the Board of \i\lorkl 
Peace and the Board of Social and Eco
nomic Relations, both in Chicago. 

Much of the meeting time was de
\'Oted to informal discussion of various 
aspects of the proposed merger of these 
three general agencies, now under con
sideration by the church's Coordinating 
Council. Dr. J. P. Stafford, Cary, lVliss., 
chairman of the council's committee on 
structure, and l\ilrs. V/. Max Gentry, 
Gering, Nebr., a member of the com
mittee, met with the commission. 

The commission voted to have a legis
lative committee from each of its con
stituent boards to cooperate with the 
Coordinating Council's structure com
mittee in drawing up a proposed plan 
of merger of the three boards. The 
merger plan, if adopted by the Co
ordinating Council, would then go be
fore the 1960 General Conference for 
action. 

A meeting of these committees was 
set for June 25-26 in Chicago. 

The next general meeting of the In
terboard Commission vvas fixed for Jan. 
25, 1960, in Washington, D. C. 

The commission put its stamp of ap
proval on Contact, the new semi-monthly 
publishing service in the field of Chris
tian social relations which is a joint 
project of the three cooperating boards, 

Other reports of cooperative endeavors 
of the three boards included providing 
seminarv libraries with audio-visual 
teaching materials in Christian social 
relations and preparation and distribu
tion of several pamphlets and education
al materials. 

The commission heard and approved 
tentative plans for a Joint National 
Convocation on Social Issues to be held 
in the fall of 1960. It will be sponsored 
by the three boards represented in the 

, commission and by the Department of 
Christian Social Relations of the \i\Tom
an's Division of Christian Service. 

In the absence of the chaimrnn, 
Bishop John Wesley Lord of Boston, the 
presiding officer was Bishop Matthew 
W. Clair of the St. Louis Area. vice 
chairman. Mrs. James Oldshue of Chi
cago serves as recording secretary. 

WOMAN PASTOR IN 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

CHURCH HISTORY has been made 
in Czechoslovakia by the placing of an 
ordained woman minister, the Rev. lVliss 
Darina Bancikova, in full charge of a 
congregation of the Slovak Lutheran 

RAISE FUNDS 
Wtd ';otow-evie 

Hundreds of church groups arc selling these 
lovely Commemorative plates to raise money 
for building funds 1 organs, furnishings, etc. 

Your group will enjoy this fascinating and 
yet dignified means of raising funds. Imagine 
how cager each mcrr.bcr will be to have a 
lovely gold-bordered plate, picturing her own 
church in the warnl soft tones of a photograph. 

• Initial orders for as few as 25 plates, 
reorders for 12 or more. 

• Large 10 inch gold-bordered plates. 
For s.lmplc ar:d illustrated literature write: 

PRESTON-HOPKINSON CO. 
Dept. 0, Appomattox, Virginia 

~~~w~~u JEHOVAH'S 
WITNESSES? 

YOU CAN! 
Use the new booklet, 
"Another Gospel" writ
ten by the author of the 
book "Thirty Years A 
Watchtower Slave." 

15 for $1 - 100 for $5 
The book - $2.95 

IV. J. Schndl LIFE MESSENGERS 
The Author Ilox 515-Il2 Sc:ittlc 11, \X' ' :tslt. 

Church. Vvhile the church has been or
claining women for several years. they 
have hitherto been appointed only as 
assistants to male pastors. Miss Banci
kova has been named pastor of a South 
Slovakian congregation which has serv
ices in both the Slovak and Magyar 
languages in which she is fluent. If this 
appointment works satisfactorily, it is 
believed other such ordained women will 
be named later to full pastoral duties. 

l\1Rs. RoosEVELT TO SPEAK 

AT YOUTH CONVOCATION 

lVIRS. ELEANOR ROOSEVELT and 
several other well-known persons will be 
on the program of the National Convo
cation of Methodist Youth, to be held 
Aug. 24-28 at Purdue University, La
fayette, Ind. The Rev. Charles I-1. 
Boyles, Nash\'ille, convocation director 
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and a prujecb secretary of the National 
Conference of Methodist Youth, said 
that about 6,000 Methodist youth and 
college students are expected to attend. 

JuLY ALASKA TouR 

BY l\1ETHODIST l\1EN 

A Methodist Men's Alaska tour Jt1ly 
7-22 has been announced. 

The sixteen-day tour will give laymen 
a first-hand look at developments of 
The Methodist Church in the forty
ni nth state and will include a visit tu 
the new Alaska Methodist University 
being developed at Anchorage. 

The tour is sponsored by the Depart
ment of Methodist Men of the church's 
Board of Lay Activities, Chicago. and 
the Joint Section of Education and Cul
tivation of the Board of Missions, New 
York. 

Directing the party will be Robert 
C. Vi/illiams of Chicago, staff member 
of the Department of Methodist Men. 

Last year a group of Methodist rep
resentatives went to Alaska for the dedi
cation ceremonies at the campus of the 
new universitv. Some of those vvl10 made 
the trip last, year are expected to go 
again this summer. 

The librarv of the Alaska Methodist 
LT niversitv is, one of the special projects 
supportecl by Methodist Men groups. 

In addition to visiting the university 
and other l\tlethodist centers in Alaska, 
the tour will cover many of the new 
state's most scenic spots, including Mc
Kinley National Park, Portage Glacier, 
Juneau, Glacier Bay and many other 
points of interest. 

The party will leave Seattle, \i\Tash., 
Julv 7 and conclude the tour at Van
~oi.{ver, B. C., July 22. 

NEW SEMINARY PICKS 

PRESIDENT AND DEAN 

1: · The Rev. Dr. John \i\T. Dickhaut, 
I: Columbus, Ohio, has been named presi
' dent of the new l\'lethodist Theological 
1 School in Ohio, and the Rev. Dr. Van 
I:: Bogard Dunn, Jackson, Tenn., has been 

named clean. 
[. They were elected by the board of 
I: trustees of the nevv school, meeting in I: Columbus, March 19, and were an
J' nounced following the meeting by 
Ii Bishop Hazen G. \Verner, board presi-
: 1 dent. 
i: Dr. Dickhaut, a minister of the Ohio 
j · Conference of The Methodist Church, 
I has directed the organization for the 
I establishment of the new school since 
I' September, 1956. Under his direction 
I more than four million dollars have 
\ heen pkclged for the construction and 
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l'nduwml'nt oF the sdwol. During thi~ 
saml' period. in his capacity as chairman 
of the board of trustees of \i\Thite Cross 
l fospital (Methodist), Columbus, he 
has been directing that institution's 
building program, which will cost twelve 
million dollars. 

Dr. Dunn, a member of the j\'lemphis 
Conference, has been pastor of Forest 
Heights Methodist Church, Jackson, 
Tenn., since 1954, the year he received 
the Ph.D. degree from Duke University 
in the field of New Testament. For the 
past three summers he has served on 
the faculty of Duke Divinity School. 
He also was a member of the Duke 
University faculty from 1951 to 1953. 

The board of trustees in setting up 
these two administrative positions an
nounced that "the president would give 
primary attention to matters of fund 
raising, campus planning, the policy of 
the school at the board level, and church 
relations." The clean will have "full re
sponsibility and final authority in the 
areas of recommendations to the board 
pertaining to faculty and other academic 
personnel, curriculum planning, admis
sions, and internal operations of the 
school." 

Dr. Dickhaut, a native of Indiana, 
was graduated from Marietta (Ohio) 
College and Garrett Biblical Institute. 
Evanston, 111. The degree of Doctor of 
Divinity was conferred on him in 1955 
by Ohio Northern University. He has 
served as pastor of the following 
churches in Ohio: Shawnee; associate 
pastor, Indianola Methodist Church, 
Columbus; Sylvania, Miamisburg, and 
Trinity Methodist Church, Columbus. 
I-le has served as district superintendent 
of the Dayton and the Columbus dis
tricts. He has been chairman of the 
board of trustees of \i\lhite Cross Hos
pital since 1954 and director of the 
organization to establish the new The
ological School in Ohio since September 
1956. 

Dr. Dunn, a native of fvlurray, Ky., 
is a graduate of Murray State College of 
that citv. He received the B.D. degree 
from Duke Divinity School in 1948, 
and the Ph.D. degree from Duke Uni
versity in 1954. Between 1951 and 1953 
he was a teaching fellow in the Duke 
University School of Arts and Sciences. 
From 1948 to 1951 he was pastor of the 
Kirksey charge in the Memphis Con
ference, and since 1954 has seniecl as 
pastor of his present church. In 1955-56 
he taught in the Department of Re
ligion at Lambuth College, Jackson, 
Tenn. During \Vorlcl \Var II he was an 
rnlistecl man in the 10th Armored Di-

·= -TRIUMPHANT ART-:; 
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ANDERSON, INDIANA 
SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA 

CHOIR ROBES 
Newl!st colorfast fabrics available. 

Wrill! far Catalog A24 

E. R. 'MOORE CO. 
268 Normon Ave., Brooklyn 22, N. Y. 

932 Dokin St., Chicago 13, Ill. 
1641 N. Allesondro St., Los Angeles 26, Calif. 

NOW ... 3 SIZES 
Unbreakable .. noise-free ... 
lightweight . . boilproor com· 
mun ion glasses ... S 1.25 Doz. 

FR ff sample of each sin 

~/~mss mos co . 
Dept. W, SS Sudbury St., Boston, "'!au. 

vision and the VIII Corps in the Euro
pean Theater of Operations. 

The Methodist Theological School in 
Ohio is now being built at Stratford, 
Ohio, eighteen miles north of Columbus 
and three miles south of Delaware. It 
is one of two new theological schools 
authorized by the 1956 General Con
ference of The Methodist Church . It 
will open in September, 1960. Three 
buildings are now being erected on the 
campus. The other new theological 
school is National Methodist Theologi
cal Seminary at Kansas City, Mo. 

BOMBAY CONFERENCE RECOGNIZES 

CRUSADE SCHOLARS 

DURING its recent session at Nasra
pur the Bombay Annual Conference 
gave special recognition to the Crusade 
Scholars who were present. A Crusade 
Scholars' Fellowship was organized, and 
leaders in education, medicine, and 
church work, including .Bishop Mangal 
Singh of the Bombay and Gujarat 
areas, told of the purpose and value of 
the program, and of what it had meant 
to them. 
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Every Week 
IS 

Family Week 
for 

National Family Week comes but 
once a year. But THE CHRISTIAN 
HOME reaches out month by month, 
carrying on the ideas and ideals of 
National Family Week. It provides a 
year-round link in the church-family 
relationship as it offers the Christian 
viewpoint on all subjects of family and 
parent concern. 

Each month THE CHRISTIAN HOME grapples 
with a problem theme . . . with some of the best 
Christian writers making their contribution to the 
thorough tackling of the problem. Such topics as Use 
of Leisure Time ... Christian Liberty in the Home ... 
We Must Let Our Children Grow ... Peace of Mind 
-a By-Product ... We Learn to Communicate ... 
Answering Children's Questions ... and others pro
vide every reader with stimulating material for guid
ance and inspiration. 

NO OTHER PUBLICATION can meet the day-by
day need of Christian parents of children from birth 
through teen-age for Christian answers to their prob
lems in family living. 

NO OTHER PUBLICATION offers so much help to 
teachers and workers with children and youth in 
their understanding of the home situations which 
contribute so much to growth and development of 
their charges. 

More and more THE CHRISTIAN HOME is being 
used as a tool in developing better home· life for 
many Christian families and for understanding the 
needs and problems of . youngsters. More and more 
interested individuals and groups are making it pos
sible for THE CHRISTIAN HOME to go into homes 
where information as carried in this publication can 
be used. 

Why not check now with your pastor or commis
sion on education and offer to underwrite subscrip
tions for this fine magazine into homes whef"e it will 
be helpful? · 

DURING NATIONAL FAMILY WEEK ... and 
every week of the year ... THE CHRISTIAN HOME 
offers valuable guidance and inspiration for better 
family living. 

In quantity to churches ........................ 50¢ per quarter 

Individual subscription mailed to home address 
$2.50 per year 

r:Jlie Methodist Pu»fisliing J-{ouse.....J 
Please onler frnm House servi11g )'Oil 

Baltimore 3 Chicago 11 Cincinnati 2 Dallas l Detroit l Kansas City 6 
Nashville 2 New York 11 Pittsburgh 30 Portland 5 Richmond 16 San Francisco 2 
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IN GREEN PASTURES 
By Jane Merchant 

Using the 23rd psalm as her theme, prize-winning poet Jane l\ferdiant begins these 
clcyofions with a selection of s<:ripture followed by a poem and an illuminating prayer. 
Herc as in her other books, you will find the sensitiYity and gift for expression that 
caused J csse Stuart to compare her poems with those of Elizabeth Barrett Browning. $1.50 

YOUTH PROGRAMS ON NATURE THEMES 
By Ruth Schroeder 

Jn these 23 complete programs for youth worship seniccs. nature is used to guide the worshiper's thoughts 
toward Goel and Christian teachings. The author aYoids obvious and worn obscn·ations and conclusions. and 
brings instead, new insights into the Joye and majesty of Goel. FiYe candlelight and campfire programs arc 
included. $2.75 

THE BIBLE SPEAKS TO DAILY NEEDS 
By Georgia Harkness 

These 86 clevotior.is apply biblical teachings directly to human problems and anxieties. 
Each meditation begins with a brief citation of a common need, and is followed by scrip
ture passages which answer that need. Questions for self-examination make the messages 
even more meaningful. A prayer closes each devotion. \Veil suited to group worship. $1.50 

ORGANIZING AND DIRECTING 
CHILDREN'S CHOIRS 

By Madeline D. Ingram 
' ·\Tith emphasis on using the right psychology with the right age-group. the author giYes here practical help 

on methods of teaching rhythm, pitch, sight reading. etc., to children. She discusses what to teach at what 
age, what music to use, how to keep the attention of the group, and many other problems. $2.50 

A HANDBOOK OF CHURCH PUBLIC RELATIONS 
By Ralph W. Stoody 

In this useful manual Dr. Stoody discusses press relations, radio and telel'ision, and the impact of the 
church on the community. \ ·\Tith a direct, one-two-three style he tells how to handle evc::rything from a simple 
news release to the complete coverage of a denominational conference. A \'aluable book for all churches. $4.50 

. 
I BELIEVE IN THE CHURCH 

By Elmer G. Homrighausen 
A statement of the important part the church plays in man's relations with Goel by an 

author who believes "\<\Te could not have Christianity without a church!" This interesting 
book is a personal testimony of the worth of the church and will enable readers to beuer 
understand the integral part it plays in God's plan for mankind. $1.50 

I BELIEVE IN MAN 
By Frederick Keller Stamm 

"'Vhat is man that thou art mindful of him?" In this final volume of the Know Your 
FaiLl1 series, Dr. Stamm sets forth a view of man as basically a religious being. and then 
sho\\'S \\'hat this understanding of man means in terms of daily Christian living. $1.50 

All books fmblisliecl May 11 ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSTORE TODAY! 
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ABINGDON PRESS 
. Publisher of THE INTERPRETER'S BIBLE 
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A Guide to Your Cliurcli a1id 

A Sig1i of W elco1ne to Visitors 

From New York to California, in 
the city, the small towns and on the 

roadside, the Methodist Church road marker is a famil
iar sign. Hundreds of churches are using the road 
marker as a guide for visitors and as a sign of welcome. 
Suggest that your church group provide several of these 
attracli\'e markers to guide and welcome people to your 
church. Sturdy, durable markers will serve your church 
for many years. Available in plain style, or with direc
tional lettering. Plan now for your group to order one 
or seYeral of the Methodist Road Markers as a gift for 
your church. 

THE METHODIST 

ROAD MARKER 

BAl<ED ENAMEL ROAD MARKER 
(Illustrated above, right.) This attractive marker is 
constructed of hea\1' rustproof steel, finished in 
baked enamel. Size, 24x30 inches. Colonial cream 
background with lower panel and lettering in maroon. 
"i\ Iethodist Church" is lettered in the upper panel. 
There is a line drawing of a church in the background. 
Available with lower panel lettered or plain (may be 
lettered locally). Lettered markers may have two 
lines of directions (up to 20 letters). Prices at right. 
Transportation extra from Coshocton, Ohio; specify 
truck or rail shipment. AR-2-PM. 

UNLETTERED MARKERS, with l\fothodist Church lettered in maroon in 
upper panel with lower panel left blank. (May be lettered locally if desired 
-see information at left.) 

SCOTCHLITE ROAD MARKER 
This deluxe marker has the same design, size, and 
color as the plain marker. Constructed of rustproof 
steel, finished overall in Scotchlite reflective sheeting. 
The lettering and design appear in full color by day 
and by night. Lower panel may be plain or lettered in 
white enamel covered with r eflective glass heading, 
which can be read by night or day. Prices for both 
plain and lettered markers are given in table at right. 
Transportation extra from Nash ville, Tennessee; spe
cify truck or rail shipment. AP-2-SL. 

Quantity Shpg. Wt. Baked Enamel Scotchlitc 
1 Plain Marker ............ 9 lbs., 4 ozs. each, $4.40 each, $23.40 
2 Plain Markers ........... 16 lbs., 4 ozs. each, $4.00 
3 Plain Markers ... : ....... 23 lbs., 4 ozs. each, $3.75 
4 Plain Markers ........... 30 lbs., 4 ozs. each, $3.55 
5 Plain Markers ........... 37 lbs., 4 ozs. each, $3.40 
6 Plain Markers ... 44 lbs., 4 ozs. each, $3.25 
LETTERED MARKERS, with Methodist Church lettered in maroon in ·upper 
panel and two lines of directional copy lettered in lower panel. See-infor
mation at left. Limit copy to 20 characters. Prices given are for signs with 
identical copy. Each change of copy makes a separate series in the price 
schedule below. Illustration shows sample of lettering. No extra lettering 
can be placed in upper panel. 
Quantity Shpg. Wt. 
1 Lettered Marker . . . . . . . . . . 9 lbs., 4 ozs. 
2 Identical Let. l\Iarkers .... 16 lbs., 4 ozs. 
3 Identical Let. Markers .... 23 lbs., 4 ozs. 
4 Identical Let. Markers ... 30 lbs., 4 ozs. 
5 Identical Let. Markers .... 37 lbs., 4 ozs. 
6 Identical Let. Markers . . . 44 lbs., 4 ozs. 
Arrow (left or right hand-please specify) 

Baked Enamel 
each. $1.90 
each, $6.20 
each, $5.50 
each, $5. l 0 
each, $4.80 
each, $4.50 

Scotch lite 
each, $26.33 
each, $25.23 
each, $24.90 
each, $24.83 

. ................. . extra, 30¢ 

WRITE FOR YOUR 
Adrl state sales tax where it applies 

FREE SUPPLY CATALOG! 
Send a postcard asking for 
our new Supply Catalog. In it 
you'll find everything from 
choir robes to lesson materials 
for the church school. Order 
your copy now! 

'Jlie Metnodi.ft Puhfishing HousLJ 

Baltimore 3 
Detroit 1 • 
Pittsburgh 30 

Please order from House serving you 

• Chicago 11 
Kansas City 6 

• Portland 5 

Cincinnati 2 
Nashville 2 • 

Richmond 16 

• Dallas 1 
New York 11 

San Francisco 2 

Shop at our COKESBURY BOOK STORES in these cities: 
Atlanta, 72 Broad St., N. W. • Boston, 577 Boylston St. 

Los Angeles, 5244 Santa Monica Blvd. • Nashville, 417 Church St. 


