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Thomas C. Oden, John Wesley’s Teachings, vol. 1, God and Providence, and 
vol. 2, Christ and Salvation, Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 2012. Vol. 1, 
240 pp. Vol. 2, 319 pp. $22.99 each.

With these two volumes, Thomas C. Oden begins a series of four books 
intended to make John Wesley’s teaching accessible to modern readers.  The 
first two volumes focus on topics of systematic theology, and the next two 
volumes will cover respectively pastoral theology and ethics and society.  
Oden undertakes this project because he believes Wesley’s wisdom is still 
relevant for our time, so he offers an interpretation of Wesley’s teaching 
in understandable language.  He intentionally avoids engaging secondary 
resources, and instead offers what he describes in a footnote as an “empathic 
exposition of theological themes.”  He believes this approach is a necessary 
addition to the field because so many other methods fail to yield “profound 
theological insights.”  Although Oden himself works closely with the orig-
inal sources, what he has produced is his own “plain account” of Wesley’s 
ideas.  This interpretation is carefully footnoted so that readers may consult 
the originals if they desire, although because Oden does not engage other 
interpretations, he does not indicate when it may be especially important to 
consult the originals.

One of the important tasks in these first two volumes is to show that 
Wesley was a more “systematic” thinker than he is often considered to be.  
Oden contends that the occasional character of Wesley’s corpus masks the 
underlying coherence of his thinking, as well as its scope.  Oden intends to 
show that when the entire corpus is considered, one can see that Wesley pro-
vides instruction on the range of topics that would ordinarily be considered 
in a systematic theology.  He shows this not by forcing Wesley’s ideas into an 
order determined by some other noted systematician, but rather by following 
the logic of Wesley’s own thought.  Although Oden indicates only a few of 
those topics in his titles, he does cover much of the range from creation to 
eschatology.  It is regrettable, though, that there is only minimal treatment of 
ecclesiology, mostly through comments on baptism and the Lord’s Supper as 
they pertain to new birth and Christology.

Oden finds Wesley to be a valuable teacher for today especially because 
Wesley’s theology was formed by the classic Christian tradition that Oden 
honors.  Oden, who has himself pledged to “propose nothing original,” re-
spects Wesley for not being a theological innovator.  This deference to the 
ancient faith means that the only thing “modern” about Oden’s interpretation 
of Wesley is that he writes in English as it is spoken in this century instead 
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of the eighteenth.  Apart from a brief reference or two to social location, 
there is no attention to modern questions, much less postmodern ones.  It 
would seem, then, that Oden thinks the only thing of relevance to theology 
that has changed between Wesley’s time and ours is vocabulary and sentence 
structure.

This hesitance to address contemporary questions is unfortunate because 
Oden’s own insights about the tradition might be helpfully expanded using 
resources that are available now but were not in Wesley’s own time.  For in-
stance, when Oden explains the way that Wesley talked about conscience, he 
points out the difference between the universal recognition that there is right 
and wrong and a specifically Christianly-formed conscience.  The acknowl-
edgment in Wesley’s own work of specific formation provides an opportuni-
ty to engage questions about social location (an issue Oden elsewhere recog-
nizes) that are prominent in our time, but Oden never makes the connection.

The lack of engagement with current questions may stem from Oden’s 
judgment that some interpreters have misrepresented Wesley’s thinking in an 
effort to conform him to the theologies of a new time.  That Oden mistrusts 
the work of many current Wesleyan scholars seems to be displayed by the 
lists of further reading that appear throughout each volume—he lists more 
books from the nineteenth century than from the twenty-first.  Granted, this 
century is still young, so the work of twelve years cannot compare to a full 
hundred, but many notable and important materials have been produced in 
the first decade of this century.  None of the collections of essays by Oxford, 
Cambridge, or T&T Clark are named.  Nor is the volume of papers from the 
Oxford Institute of Methodist Theological Studies that had as its theme “The 
New Creation” listed in the reading for eschatology.   

Although Oden has produced a readable summary of Wesley’s thinking, 
he has done nothing to assist readers in actually engaging Wesley’s ideas 
with the questions of our time.  As a result, his book adds less to the field 
than one might hope for.
    sArAh heANer lANcAster

    Professor of Theology
    Methodist Theological School in Ohio
    Delaware, Ohio

Julius H. Bailey. Race Patriotism: Protest and Print Culture in the AME 
Church.  Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 2012.  156 pp.  $47.00.

A key moment in my African American Religious History classes comes 
when we begin discussion of the Civil Rights Era.  As my students watch 
film clips of protesters being arrested as they are kneeling in prayer before 
state troopers, locked church doors, or blocked voting registration offices, 
I remind them of that originating event in 1787 when some other African 
Americans were lifted from their knees while praying at St. George’s 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Philadelphia, an event which subsequently 
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became a crucial marker of racial protest in the twentieth century.  It is this 
practice of linking past event with present circumstance in order to shape 
“the perception of locales offered as viable options to hold the future of the 
race” (xiii) that Julius Bailey sets out to delineate in Race Patriotism: Protest 
and Print Culture in the AME Church.  With AME print culture as the lens 
of analysis, Bailey examines the cultivation of “race patriotism” through the 
construction of historical narratives around space and place that sway public 
opinion and foster affinity for homeland or nation.

The value of the African Methodist Episcopal Church press, the Christian 
Recorder in particular, as the focus is more than mere happenstance.  In addi-
tion to the lore surrounding Richard Allen and the exodus from St. George’s 
in Philadelphia, which was such an important indicator of “race patriotism” 
for later generations, is Allen’s own theological identity. Bailey astutely re-
minds us that race and denominational identity were inseparable to Allen 
and the AME founders.  They minimally changed Methodist doctrine be-
cause their desire was to return to Wesley’s original intentions for the people 
called Methodist, not to become something new.  Given this perspective of 
AME identity, Race Patriotism offers an important contribution to Methodist 
studies as it places black Methodists amongst the primary actors in the many 
Methodist reform movements and schisms of this era.  

More significantly, though, Race Patriotism thus situates Methodism in 
the public struggle for cultivating and securing African American racial and 
national identities and loyalties.  If denominational and racial identity re-
mained as inseparable for AME leaders at the end of the nineteenth century 
as they were for leaders at the beginning of the century, then the public dis-
cussions in the Christian Recorder, as detailed by Bailey, will be important 
not only for scholars of Methodism but also for those wanting to chart the 
discourse and trajectory of the emerging public voice and identity of African 
American Christians.

Bailey’s writing is heavily descriptive and this is often to the detriment 
of his valuable argument about the ways narrative constructions of place 
and space contributed to the negotiation of racial identity.  His chapters on 
“Western Zions,” “Should ‘African’ Remain in our Title,” and “The Rhetoric 
of African Emigration,” provide absorbing debates that were published in the 
Recorder, yet lack crucial evaluation for the reader.  These debates’ contribu-
tions toward “race patriotism” are thus implicit and often left for the reader 
to infer and assess.  Nonetheless, Race Patriotism situates these strategic 
conversations in a context not previously considered.  Bailey’s work is well 
worth the read for students and scholars not only of Methodist studies, but 
also for those interested in broader conversations of African American and 
white American public discourse of race and national identities. 
 

mAry K. schueNemAN

Visiting Assistant Professor of Religion
Middlebury College

Middlebury, Vermont
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Randy Maddox, ed., The Works of John Wesley: Doctrinal and Controversial 
Treatises I, Volume 12.  Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 2012.  490 pp.  
$58.00.  

This latest volume in the Works project is the first of a trilogy.  Volumes 
12-14 of the Works will cover Doctrinal and Controversial Treatises, ad-
dressed in “sections,” one for each volume.  It seems likely the three volumes 
will be of special interest to theologians.  

The first of the three “sections,” Volume 12, deals with “Foundational 
Treatises on Soteriology.”  The four treatises that appear here are The 
Doctrine of Salvation, Faith and Good Works (1738), An Extract from Mr. 
Richard Baxter’s Aphorisms of Justification (1745), An Extract from the 
Shorter Catechism of the Westminster Assembly (1753), and The Doctrine 
of Original Sin: According to Scripture, Reason and Experience (1757).  The 
last of these is easily the longest, accounting for well over 300 pages of 
the present volume.  In these four treatises, Wesley “stakes out his central 
convictions about human fallenness, God’s universal saving intent, and the 
dynamics of salvation” (21).  Volume 13, anticipated in September of 2013, 
will include Wesley’s defense of his emphasis on Christian perfection along 
with debates over predestination and the imputed righteousness of Christ.  
Volume 14 is to cover Wesley’s writings in debate with English Moravians, 
Roman Catholic belief and practice, and the diverse materials included in 
Wesley’s A Preservative against Unsettled Notions in Religion (21).   

According to the Anglican conventions of Wesley’s time, theological 
writings fall into three types.  “Practical divinity,” usually conducted via 
first-order theological materials such as hymns, sermons, catechetical in-
structions and spiritual manuals, aimed at encouraging practical devotion 
and character in the Christian life.  These were the forms of theology valued 
“most highly” by early Christians, Maddox says, and would have been under-
stood by Wesley to be “central to the work of theologians.”  The second type, 
“doctrinal and speculative divinity,” focused on “articulating and defending 
specific doctrines.”  The third type, “controversial divinity,” criticized on 
“rational, historical, or scriptural grounds the beliefs and practices of rival 
groups.” These latter two types, usually involving second-order theological 
materials such as monographs, essays and tracts, are the kinds of theological 
activity included in this present volume (2-4).  

The first treatise reveals Wesley’s attempt to defend his own evangelical 
emphasis on “experiential assurance” to his fellow Anglican divines.  The 
second has a different audience, those who shared his evangelical emphasis 
but were tempted to follow the path of antinomianism.  The third, his abridg-
ment of the Shorter Catechism, reveals less Wesley’s disagreements with 
the Reformed tradition than it does “the broad extent of shared Christian 
conviction across the Reformed/Arminian divide” (90).  The final treatise 
is Wesley’s lengthy response to fellow Arminian and Dissenter John Taylor, 
where Wesley is especially interested in rejecting Taylor’s “naively optimis-
tic” view of human nature.  Wesley feared that Taylor’s “denial of inherited 
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depravity” . . . “obscured the nature of the Christian gospel” by making spir-
itual and moral healing unnecessary (141).   

This volume is a rich resource for historians and others attempt-
ing to sort out Wesley’s place in the Protestant theology of his time.  The 
introductions to each treatise are especially valuable in this regard. 
Contemporary theologians working in Wesleyan theology should pay 
careful attention to this volume and the two that will follow it.  Having 
read the first of the three, many of us will be eager to acquire the trilogy.    

ANdrew J. wood  
Lecturer in Wesleyan Studies and Church History 

United Theological Seminary 
      Dayton, Ohio
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BOOkS BRIEfLy NOTED

Ore L. Spragin, Jr.  The History of the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 
(1870-2009): Faithful to the Vision.  Lima, OH: Wyndham Hall Press, 2011. 
304 pp. 

This work introduces the reader to the significant persons, dates, events, 
and stories of this denomination formed when the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, removed its African American members and assisted in the 
formation of what was then the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church fol-
lowing the Civil War.  It is an important addition to the literature of the 
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church but is weakened by the retelling of 
general Methodist history for 183 pages of its 272 pages of text.  

Ted Agnew and David Severe. 40: The History of the South Central 
Jurisdiction, 1968-2008. Published by the South Central Jurisdiction of The 
United Methodist Church and UMR Communications, Inc., 2012. 249 pp. 

The United Methodist Church groups its annual conferences that are 
in the United States into five jurisdictions.  The South Central Jurisdiction 
comprises the states of Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Nebraska, Kansas, 
Oklahoma, Texas, and New Mexico.  Each jurisdiction holds its conference 
once every four years.  This work can serve as a reference to each of those 
quadrennial gatherings at which the most significant item of business is the 
election of bishops.  Those elections are carefully analyzed as well as oth-
er business of the jurisdiction.  Each chapter includes a list of delegates to 
the meeting.  This is an update of a work started many years before by Dr. 
Agnew.

John Michael Patison, Sr., editor, and Carol Roszell, archivist. The Central 
Texax Annual Conference, 1866-2010: At the Center of Texas Methodism. 
Fort Worth, TX: The Central Texas Conference, 2011. 456 pp.  

2010 was the 100th Anniversary of the Central Texas Conference follow-
ing the creation of the Northwest Texas Conference.  The book is compre-
hensive in its scope—not only including a narrative of its historical devel-
opment  but sections on “Ministries and Program;” conference leadership, 
the conference’s organizations and institutions, and reference sections on 
churches, statistics; and anecdotes.   

robert J. williAms


