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Germany: Brunnen Verlag, 2003. 232 pp. 

Simultaneously with the celebration of the 3Q0th anniversary of the birth 
of John Wesley (1703-1791) there appeared the dissertation of a Korean 
Methodist pastor Sung-Duk Lee, for which he was awarded the doctorate by 
the University of Munster in 1999. This publication convincingly fills a gap 
Methodist history. Lee's central concern is to investigate the relationship 
between Wesley and German Lutheran pietism in order to better understand 
the relationship between the father of Methodism and the different traditions 
of German pietism. This should be of great interest to all specialists in 
Methodism, since there has been no consensus on the question of the deci
sive influences on Wesley and the development of Methodist piety and the
ology. The discussion of Wesley's conversion on the occasion of the 250th 
anniversary of Aldersgate in 1988 did not provide a satisfactory explanation. 

The central thesis of the book is to establish that Wesley stood nearer to 
A. H. Francke and the piety of Halle than to Zinzendorf and his community 
at Herrnhut (219). The author takes a position against the traditional view 
that Wesley's decisive spiritual development during the time from his move 
to Georgia in 1735 to his experience at Aldersgate in May 1738 was by and 
large begun, influenced, and accompanied by the Zinzendorf s followers. In 
particular the conversion of Wesley has been interpreted almost exclusively 
in the context of Hem1hutelism. 

Lee's research critically engages the Wesley biography by Martin 
Schmidt that has been accepted as normative until now (chapters 1 and 2). 
The author seeks to offer a plausible picture in which Wesley's was not only 
molded by German Pietism influenced by He1mhut and Bengel's Gnomon, 
but also by the pietism of Halle which influenced Wesley earlier and in a 
more lasting manner. In contrast to his discussions with Zinzendorf and the 
Herrnhuters which lasted only a few years, Wesley continually busied hin1-
self years earlier, from his student years at Oxford, with the writings of 
Francke. Particularly significant in this regard is Lee's pointing to the activ
ity of A. W. Bohme, who made known in England Francke'§ Fusstapfen, 
Nicodemus and Manuductio as well as the mission reports from Tranqubar. 
This made possible the great influence of the Halle piety on Wesley (chap
ters 2 and 3). Chapters devoted to each of these writings convincingly dis
play their significance for Wesley (chapters 3 through 5). Specifically, for 
the journey to Georgia for which only the meeting between the Wesleys and 
the pietism shaped by Herrnhut is recognized, Lee succeeds in showing that 
on the ship Wesley personally met the Herrnhuters, while at the same time 
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he was also studying the pietism of Halle through study of Francke's 
Nicodemus (54). His comments on the Manuductio are particularly worthy 
of notice. They rest on the hypothesis, convincingly established by Lee, that 
this work of Francke is, "to be seen as a biblical-hermeneutical presupposi
tion for John Wesley's use of Bengel's Gnomon in his Notes upon the New 
Testament" (58). 

An important contribution of the last four chapters of the investigation 
(chapters 7 through 10) is the relativizing of the role of Peter Bohler and the 
Fetter Lane Society in Wesley's conversion (148) and the necessary clarifi
cation that, "Wesley's conversion is not to be seen as a conversion to the 
Hen-nhuterian Christianity of Zinzendorf, although Bohler's influence cer
tainly played a significant role in this conversion," but that it "stood closer 
in content. . .to A. H. Francke's understanding of conversion" (148, 215). 

Nevertheless, it remains questionable whether it is possible to interpret 
Wesley's conversion so strongly from Luther or from German Lutheran 
pietism, as it could be (mis)understood in chapter 8 of the book. Lee's con
clusion that Wesley's spiritual development since his period at Oxford was 
more strongly and permanently influenced by pietism of the kind associated 
with Halle, and that his conversion showed greater agreements with 
Francke's views than with those of Hermhuterism can also be seen as an 
important partial conclusion in a new global interpretation of the conversion 
of the Wesley brothers as regards both form and content. At the very least it 
must be investigated whether in his search for religious experience in the 
1730s Wesley did not simply see in the various types of continental 
European pietism possibilities for transforming his own vision of a 
Christianity after the pattern of the early church which inspired and moti
vated him, but which did not provide him with his leading idea. And the 
question must be pursued whether in 1738 Wesley was not more strongly 
influenced by conception of the early church, which he had internalized in 
the meantime, rather than by Hen-nhuter or Halle ideas that he finally expe
rienced in May of the year of his conversion in the manner described by him. 

In any case, Lee's book significantly enlarges and makes more precise 
the previous picture of John Wesley's spiritual development from his years 
of study at Oxford up to his break with Hen-enhut, and offers an important, 
previously not available perspective on this central piece of Methodist his
tory. Consequently, this work will be required reading in the future for all 
who work on Wesley's link to German Lutheran pietism. A translation into 
English and the distribution of this book in the English-speaking world is 
highly desirable and important for scholarly discussion. Since the book is 
easily readable, it can be recommended to all who are interested in church 
history beyond the circle of specialists. 

Friedemann Burkhardt 
Otterfing, Germany 

(translated by I. Howard Marshall) 
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