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John A. Vickers, Editor, A Dictionary of Methodism in Britain and Ireland. 
Peterborough, UK: Epworth Press, 2000. 438 pp. £30.00. 

This long awaited, much anticipated, and desperately needed volume 
has finally appeared. It is the result of many years of labor on the part of 
1nore than 120 authors and one of the premier editor/indexers in the U.K., 
Dr. John A. Vickers. The articles are generally brief and crisply written by 
some of the best known historians of British and Irish Methodism. Short 
bibliographical references are appended to each article. A lengthy bibliog
raphy (27 pages) is found at the back of the volume. This is an absolutely 
indispensable reference work not only for Methodists who reside in Britain 
and Ireland, but for anyone who is interested in the persons, places, and 
events which played an important role in Methodism's origin and develop
ment. It is highly recommended. 

CHARLES YRIGOYEN, JR. 

Madison, NJ 

Philip F. Hardt, The Soul of Methodis1n, The Class Meeting in Early New 
York City Methodism. Lanham, MD: University Press of America, Inc., 232 
pages. $37 .50. 

It is conventional wisdom that the class meeting was a great strength of 
early Methodism and should be a part of our usable past. Unfortunately, the 
class meeting atrophied and efforts to revive it are sporadic at best. The 
author indicated that this study would "examine the changes in New York 
City Methodism, using the class meeting as a lens in which to view some of 
these changes" (p. vi). The book offers answers to the following questions: 
"Why did Methodism grow dramatically from 1784 to 1850 and then enter 
a state of gradual decline from which it has never recovered? Why was the 
weekly class meeting so important to New York City Methodism and what 
were some of the factors that caused it to gradually die out by the mid 19th 
century? How did 'stationed pastors' affect the well-organized local lay 
ministries of local preacher, exhorter, and class leader? In wh~t ways did 
New York City Methodism become identical to the other long_,e~tablished 
Protestant denominations?" (p. vii). 

The author exainines the causes for the decline of the class meeting and 
concludes that during the first third of the 19th century, "growing 'sect to 
church' tensions, the effect of the weekly prayer nleeting on the Christian 
initiation process of the class nleeting, and the loss of spiritual intimacy as 
the size of classes grew larger, indicated that the earlier spiritual vitality of 
New York City Methodism was lessening" (p. 43). By the second third of the 
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19th century, "A large proportion of its members stopped attending class 
meetings for a number of reasons, among them being that many class 
leaders conducted ineffective and tedious meetings and because these same 
leaders also failed to hold their absent members accountable by visiting and 
encouraging them to return to class" (p. 65). Suggestions are offered for the 
revitalization of the contemporary church by reclaiming the class meeting as 
a way to "enhance existing church efforts at initiation and assimilation into 
the body of Christ" (p. 107). 

While the specialist will find the detail and the data to be helpful, the 
book is marred by misprints and inaccuracies. Factual inaccuracies include 
that Wesley ordained three persons for the American mission in the early 
1770's (the date was 1784) (p. 11); that Asbury came to the colonies in 1772 
(the date was 1771) (p. 31); that by 1868 Methodism required formal semi
nary training for its ministerial candidates, when that requirement did not 
come until the mid 20th century (p. 67). A footnote confuses the date of the 
founding of Princeton Theological Seminary in 1812, with the founding of 
the College of New Jersey which later became Princeton University (p. 185, 
n. 13). Benjamin Titus Roberts, a founder and first general superintendent of 
the Free Methodist Church is identified simply as Reverend Benjamin Titus 
(pp. 97' 98). 

The strength of the book is in the use of obscure and rare sources on 
late 18th century Methodism in New York City, including early class meet
ing lists. The narrative drawn from these primary sources makes a useful 
addition to Methodist historiography about the rise, importance, and decline 
of the class meeting in New York City Methodism. The appendices include 
specific information about the size of class meetings, leadership, length of 
tenure of leadership, occupation of class leaders and the like. 

ROBERT J. WILLIAMS 

Cherry Hill, NJ 

John H. Lenton, My Sons in the Gospel: An Analysis of Wesley's Itinerant 
Preachers. Loughborough, England: Wesley Historical Society, 2000. 40 
pp. $7.00 postpaid. Order from Donald H. Ryan, 15 Foxlands Drive, Lloyd 
Hill, Penn, Wolverhampton WV4 5NB, Great Britain. 

This booklet contains the Wesley Historical Society Lecture for 2000 
delivered by John Lenton, active educator and leader in British Methodist 
historical circles. Lenton's analysis is based in statistics rather than anec
dotes. It gives important infonnation about the geographical, tnarital, reli
gious background as well as longevity of Wesley's itinerants. 
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