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ROBERT SAMUEL MACLAY (1824-1907): 

THE PIONEER OF THE. AMERICAN PROTESTANT MISSION 

INKOREA1 

CHAN-H1E KIM 

Charles Maclay, the founder of the predecessor ~cpool of Claremont 
School of Theology, was the brother of the man who paved the way for the 
American Protestant mission to Korea in 1884. As is well known, the 
Claremont School of Theology was first established by Charles Maclay in 
1885 when he donated 10 acres of land in the San Fernando val1ey. The 
name of the School at the time was Maclay College of Theology. It is regret
table that this great man, the John the Baptist of the Korean Protestant mis
sion, is least known among the Korean Christians. The importance of his 
work in the surruner of 1884 is not properly recognized as it should be and 
is even ignored by many Korean church historians, particularly by non
Methodists. Henry Appenzeller of the Methodist Episcopal Church and 
Horace G. Underwood of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America are prominent figures in Korea because they spent so much of their 
lives there. However, they are erroneously recognized as the first American 
Protestant missionaries in that country .. It must be clearly said that it was not 
those two missionaries, but Robert Maclay who is to be recognized as the 
first official American Protestant missionary in Korea. 

The purpose of this paper is two-fold: first, to make it kn.own that the 
Claremont School of Theology had a Korean connection from its beginning, 
and s~_c?ndly, to argue that Robert S. Maclay was the first official American 
Protestant missionary to Korea. 

I 

Robert Samuel Maclay was born in Concord, PA, February 7, 1824. He 
was two years younger than his brother Charles. He graduated from Dickin
son College on July 10, 1845 receiving both B.A. and M.A. Dic~nson 
College also honored him with D.D. later. He was received on trial in the 
Baltimore Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1846 and was 
appointed a missionary to China on September 10, 1847 by Bishop Leonidas 

'This paper was first presented to the faculty of the Claremont School of Theology, Claremont, 
CA. 
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Hamline. This made him one of the first missionaries in China. He arrived 
in Foochow on April 14, 1848. 

He married Henrietta C. Sperry to whom he was already engaged in 
America as soon as she arrived in Hong Kong, July 5, 1850. She came to 
China as a missionary with an annual salary of $300 and outfit ($150) 
approved by the Board at the request of Maclay. She was a faithful com
panion of Maclay for the next thirty years. They had seven children. 

Since Maclay's "unusual qualities of leadership" were soon recog
nized, the church appointed him superintendent and treasurer of the China 
Mission on March 31, 1852. He held that position until November 16, 1872 
when the church transferred him to Japan and appointed him superintendent 
of the newly opened Methodist Mission there. He arrived in Japan on June 
11, 1873. He published much needed and significant literature both in 
Chinese and Japanese. He was good at these languages and they became 
important courses at the Maclay College of Theology. 

Soon after he had established the Korea Mission in 1885 he retired 
fron1 his long career as a missionary in Asia, and was appointed Dean of 
Maclay College of Theology on April 30 and was installed on September 18, 
1888. He remained in that position until 1901. This pioneer and founder of 
the China, Japan, and Korea Missions of the Methodist Episcopal Churc? 
died on Sunday morning, August 18, 1907 in Los Angeles at the home of his 
nephew, Dr. J.P. Widney, at the age of 84.2 

It is to be noted that the school opened the Center for Asian-American 
Ministries in 1977, which would not only help the Asian-American con
stituency of The United Methodist Church but is an advocate for the theo
logical and ministerial needs of Korean-American churches.3 It seems to be 
God's providence that the institution which was established by the brother 
of the person who knocked the door of the "Hermit Kingdom" and opened 
it, now serves the very people he helped hear the good news. Robert Maclay 
might not have imagined that this would happen almost one hundred years 
later. 

It must be said at the outset that Maclay was not merely related to the 
school through family connections, but that he also served as the second 

2The major sources of this brief biographical sketch are Wade Crawford Barclay, Widening 
Horizons 1845-95, vol. 3 of History of Methodist Missions, Part Two: The Methodist Episcopal 
Church 1845-95 (New York: The Board of Missions of The Methodist Church), 157, 166n., 
369n., 375n., and Choon-byung Yoon, The Life and Work of Dr. Maclay [Korean Work] (Seoul: 
Korean Christian Cultural Center, 1984), 34-75, which is a Korean translation of the brief 
Japanese biography of Maclay entitled "Life of Dr. Maclay" published by Aoyama Gakuin 
University Press, Tokyo, Japan. I have supplemented other information available to me at the 
time of this writing. 
3The Center is one of the four ethnic centers initiated and supported by the General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry of The United Methodist Church to strengthen ministry among 
the African American, Hispanic American, Native American, and Asian American constituen
cies within the denomination. 
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dean of the School from 1888 until 1901 when the first dean, R. W. C. 
Farnsworth, died within a year4 after the School opened to the first class of 
ten students October 5, 1887. 

II 

It is necessary to be informed about the historical situation, particu
larly the diplomatic relationship between Korea and the United States, in 
order to understand the motive and circumstance of Maclay's visit to Korea. , 

Under the sound of a verse of "Yankee Doodle" formal diplomatic rela
tions between Korea and the United States were first established by signing 
an amity and commerce treaty commonly known as the "Tr~~ty of 
Chemulpo'' by the Koreans. The treaty officially known as the ''Tr~~ty of 
Amity and Commerce Between the United States of America and Corea" 
was signed on May 22, 1882.5 This treaty was the first in the series of friend
ship andpeace treaties that Korea made with western nations. 6 It was sent to 
President Chester Arthur and then to the U.S. Senate on July 29., 1882 and 
was ratified on January 9, 1883. The treaty was proclaimed on June 4, 1883.7 

It was the fruit of Admiral Robert Wilson Shufeldt's effort to open the door 
to Korea, the "Hermit Nation." 

Admiral Shufeldt's involvement in this diplomatic negotiation can be 
traced back to the summer of 1866 when Korea soldiers destroyed the 
American merchant vessel, General Sherman, on Taedong River. 8 When the 
news of this tragic incident reached the American squadron in China com
manded by Admirals B.ell and Shufeldt, the USS Wachusett, harbored in 
.Hong Kong and under Shufeldt's command, was dispatched to Korea to 
investiga~e the incident on January 21, 1867.9 But before he had completed 

4Dean Farnsworth was elected Dean in August 1887 and died on Jan. 3, 1888. Dean was de 
facto president at this time. 
5Frederick Arthur McKenzie, The Tragedy of Korea (1903; reprint in A Series of Reprints of 
Western Books on Korea, no. 2 [Seoul: Yonsei University Press, 1969], 276; and Everett N: 
Hunt, Jr., Protestant Pioneers in Korea, American Society of Missiology Series, no. 1 
(Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 1980), 7. Whether it is a typographical error or not,. Hunt "~ates the 
event 1881 instead of 1882. \ 
6Similar treaties were also made and ratified with Germany {1882)), England (1884), Italy 
(1884), Russia (1884), France (1886), Austria, Belgium, Denmark, and other nations in subse
quent years. Cf. Ki-baik Lee, A New History of Korea, trans. by Edward W. Wagner with 
Edward J. Shultz (Seoul: Ilchokak, 1984), 275. 
1Hunt, 7. 
8All the crew and merchants including a Scotch missionary stationed in China, Robert J. 
Thomas, were killed when the ship was set on fire. Aftet the incident there were many attempts 
by the US govemment to contact the Korean royal court. 
9The Institute of Korean Church History Studies [hereinafter abbreviated as IKCHS], A History 
of Korean Church (Handbook Kidokkyoui Yuksa), vol. 1 (Seoul: Christian Literature Press, 
1989), 170. 
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his mission, he was ordered to return home. In an article he wrote for the 
Korean Repository (February 1892) he wrote: "Our intercourse with the 
natives was not of an unfriendly character .... From that moment, howev
er, I conceived the idea and considered it possible to make a tr~aty with this 
Hermit Nation without the exhibition of force." 10 

A few years before Shufeldt was able to negotiate the treaty with the 
Korean government, the U.S. Senate passed the second reading of a resolu
tion submitted on April 8, 1878 by Senator Aaron A. Sargent of California 
urging the President of the United States to "appoint a commissioner to rep
resent his country in an effort to arrange, by peaceful means and with the aid 
of the friendly office of Japan, a treaty of peace and commerce between the 
United States and the Kingdom of Corea." 11 Unfortunately, however, the res
olution did not materialize because the Congress adjourned before it took 
the final action. 

Meanwhile, in the fall of the same year, that is, on October 29, 1878, 
when the United States Navy sent Shufeldt "around the world on a com
rnercial and diplomatic mission," 12 R. W. Thompson, Secretary of the Navy, 
specifically instructed the Admiral to "visit some part of Korea with the 
endeavor to open by peaceful measures negotiations with the government" 
during the course of the worldwide cruise. 13 Now his dream to make a treaty 
with Korea which he had since the General Sherman incident of 1866 was 
about to be realized. When he arrived in Japan in April 1880 and sought help 
from the foreign office for a visit to Korea, he was not able to get much help 
from that "friendly office" as L. G. Paik describes. 14 But his effort in Japan 
was not entirely fruitless. Through his personal acquaintance with U Tsing, 
a Chinese consul at Nagasaki, he was able to make a contact with Viceroy 
Li Hung Chang who was one of the most influential officials in China on 
foreign affairs. When Li learned that the United States was interested in 
making a treaty of peace and commerce with Korea through Japan, he was 
alarmed. He was afraid that the combined forces of Japan and the United 
States, one of the most powerful western nations, would threaten the secu
rity of China. So China wanted to become involved in the negotiations, espe
cially to minimize the influence of Japan on the Korean peninsula. 

10Quoted from Robert S. Maclay, "A Fortnight in Seoul, Korea, in 1884," Gospel in All Lands 
22 (August, 1896): 357. 
''Lak-Geoon George Paik, The History of Protestant Missions in Korea, 1832-1910 (1929; 
reprint in A Series of Reprints of Western Books on Korea, no 6; Seoul: Yonsei University 
Press, 1970), 67, quoted from C. 0. Paullin, "The Opening of Corea by Commodore Shufeldt," 
The Political Science Quarterly 25:470-499 and others. 
12Paik, 67. 
13Paik, 67, quoted from Tyler Dennett, Americans in Eastern Asia: A Critical Study of the 
Policy of the United States with Reference to China, Japan and Korea in the 19th Century (New 
York: Macmillan, 1922), 456. 
'
4Paik, 67. 
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It inust be noted that the last decades of the 19th century were a period 
of the "Korean tangle." Russia, China, and Japan were fighting for hege-
111ony in Korea. The 'powerless' Kingdom of Korea became the battle field 
of these powerful nations. In the words of A. J. Brown, "the Korean 
Peninsula is the strategic point in the mastery of the Far East." 15 

Li invited Admiral Shufeldt to China to mediate the treaty between the 
United States and Korea. The treaty was negotiated between Li and Shuf eldt 
without the presence of the Korean delegates. It was finally signed by the 
Korean officials, Shin Hun and Kim Hong-jip, 10 and Shufeldt. Shufeldt 
recounted this historic event in the history of modern Korea as follows: 

A few days afterward (1882) the Koreans having provided a tent upon the point at 
Chemulpo, I landed with a staff of officers and a small guard of men. Having peace
fully planted the American flag before the tent, to the tune of 'Yankee Doodle/ I 
signed the first treaty ever made between the Hermit Nation and any Western powdt 
.... It was a:s easy a thing to do as for Columbus to standhis egg on end." 17 

Maclay later made the fallowing observation about the event: 

The negotiation by Admiral Shufeldt of this treaty with Korea was a trumpet call 
to immediate efforts for the evangelization of the Korean nation which Protestant 
Churches, and in particular the Methodist Episcopal Church, could not suffer to 
pass unheeded.18 

American presence in this helpless Kingdom did make a difference in power 
dynamics at the time when China, Russia, and Japan were making aggres
sive advances toward Korea. Interestingly, the same power game is still 
going on in that part of the world today. 

Shortly after the treaty was signed by both nations, the American gov
ernment dispatched General Lucius H. Foote to Korea as the Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary. He was appointed to the post on 
11arch 7, , 1883 and arrived in Seoul on May 13, 1883. He was cordially 
accepted by the King and queen ofKorea. When Maclay planned his visit to 
Korea and actually arrived there, Foote was the one who gave him much 
needed advice on political as well as practical matters of logistics. He was 
also very supportive of all the earlier missionaries from the United States. 

Since Korea was in political turmoil in the 1880s, General Foote's 
assistance was imperative. 19 The late 19th century in Korea is known as the 
"Period of Enlightenment," 20 for modern Korea emerged during this peri~d-

15Paik, 61, quoted from A. J. Brown, The Mastery of the Far East (New York: Scribner's, 1909), 
p. v. 
16IKCHS, 171. 
17Quoted from Maclay, ''A Fottnight," 357. 
18Maclay, "A Fortnight," 357. 
19Robert S. Maclay, "Commencement of the Korea Methodist Episcopal Mission," Gospel in All 
Lands 22 (November, 1896):500. 
20See Ki-baik Lee, A New History of Korea, trans. by Edward W. Wagner with Edward J. 
Schultz (Seoul: Ilchokak, 1984), 267. 
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a period when Korea was waking from a long sleep by opening its door to 
other nations, particularly the western countries. Consequently the collision 
and struggle between the conservative forces and the progressive party over 
political hegemony was inevitable. This finally led to the abortive bloody 
coup d'etat on December 4, 1884 (Kap sin Chongbyun) staged by members 
of the progressive party. Robert Maclay was acquainted with the leaders of 
the coup while in Japan. The key leader, Kim Ok-kyun, was the man through 
whom he received the permit from King Kochong to open the medical and 
educational "mission" in Korea. 21 Maclay gave him the credit for his work: 
"In July, 1884, he [Kim Ok-kyun] had called on Mrs. Maclay and myself 
during our visit to Seoul, and it was due almost entirely to his efforts that, 
with God's blessing, the King of Korea gave his permit to Christianity in 
response to our petition." 22 Maclay later wrote about his tragic assassination 
in one of his articles on Korea. 23 

III 

General Foote was welcomed by the Korean government with great 
enthusiasm because the establishment of the legation symbolized the decla
ration of independence from China breaking the centuries-old vassal rela~ 
tionship with her. The establishment was glad tidings for the Korean people 
who had been under the dominion of China for many centuries and harassed 
by the Russians and Japanese in recent years. It was an indication that Korea 
was no longer a vassal kingdom but a nation with integrity and sovereignty. 
It was even "reported that the King 'danced for joy' ." 24 

In response to the opening of the legation and as an expression of her 
appreciation to the United States, the government of Korea decided to send 
an eight-member en1bassy to America25 headed by Min Young-ik, one of the 

21 Propagating foreign religions, particularly Christianity, was still prohibited at this time 
because the court of King Kochong was not yet recovered from the horror of plundering of 
national treasures by the French expedition warships, a retaliatory act against killing of French 
Catholic missionaries smuggled into Korea. Maclay received only a permission to open "hos
pital and school work." But since opening such institutions is a part of the mission of the 
church, I call it a "mission." 
22Maclay, "Commencement," 501. 
23Maclay, "Commencement," 501ff. and "Korea's Permit to Chiistianity," The Missionary 
Review of the World n.s. 9, no. 4 (April 1896): 290. 
24Hunt, 8. 
25Maclay, "A Fortnight," 356, erroneously says "The Korean embassy .... comprised five mem
bers whose names, as I wrote them at the time, are .... " The Institute of Korea Church History 
Studies, 172 lists the names of those delegates as follows, "Min Young-ik, Hong Young-shik, 
Suh Kwang-bum, Y Kil-joon, Pyun Soo, Ko Young-chul, Hyun Kwang-taek, Choi Don-min'' 
who are accompanied by a Chinese interpreter called Oh Leydang. See also Yoon, 21. It is to 
be noted that all of these members were in their twenties at the time and became later the key 
leaders for modernization of Korea. 
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high-ranking officials and a nephew of Queen Min. Hong Young-shik was 
appointed as deputy. 

This embassy left Chemulpo (Inchon) on board the Monocacy, a US 
n1erchant vessel, on July 16, 1883.26 The ship was arranged by Foote. In 
Yokohama, Japan they were joined by two more additional interpreters, 
Percibal Lowel, an American whom Min appointed as Foreign House 
Secretary and Foreign Secretary to the Embassy, and a Japanese interpreter, 
Yamaoka.27 On August 11, 1883 they continued their journey on board a 
steamer Arabic to San Francisco where they arrived around noon September 
2, 1883.28 They left San Francisco for Washington by train on-September 4. 
It is reported that they were cordially accepted in Washington by President 
Arthur. 

Another chapter in the history of American Protestant mission in, Korea 
took place on the train. Whether it was a coincidence or providence, the 
e.mbassy met a gentleman from Baltimore who would later sponsor 
Maclay' s visit to Korea enabling him to explore a possibility of a Methodist 
mission there. The Reverend Dr. John F. Goucher, a Methodist minister 
burning with zeal for foreign mission, who later b~came president of 
Goucher College in Baltimore, happened to be on the same train with the 
Korean embassy. During the next three days while traveling together for 
Washington, Goucher learned many things about these strange people from 
the Orient. He was excited about the possibility of a mission to the Hermit 
Kingdom. He invited Min Young-ik and his company to visit him when they 
get to the Washington-Baltimore area. Perhaps he had already made up his 
mind to initiate some mission work in Korea during the time of traveling 
with them. It was impossible to quench the burning fire within him to 
expand the kingdom of God to the end of the earth. 

IV 

Almost two months later after re-turning from his ttip to the west, on 
November 6, 1883, Goucher, "a leading Board member of the Methodist 
Missionary Society,"29 wrote a letter to the General Missionary Committee 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church requesting to ''aid in commencing mis-

"---

26Maclay reports, in "A Fortnight,'' 354,. that they returned home on board USS Trenton shortly 
before his visit. But only Min, Suh, and Pyun returned home via Europe on May 31, 1884. 
Deputy Hong and others came back in December of the same year (1883) leaving behind Yu 
Ki1-joon who wanted to stay for study and thus became the first Korean international student in 
the United States. He had previously studied in Japan. See Yoon, 79, note (25). 
27Yoon, 78, note (17). 
28Yoon, 21. 
29Barclay, 742. 

----------------------------............. ...... 
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sionary work in Korea." 30 He offered $2,000 for the initial work. He added 
further, "In my judgment our church should enter that field with evangelis
tic, educational, and medical agencies at the earliest possible moment." 3 1 

One week after receiving Goucher's letter, the General Missionary 
Committee voted that "$5,000 be appropriated to the Japan Mission for the 
purpose of opening Mission Work in Corea of which $2,000 is a special 
donation by Rev. J. F. Goucher." 32 In the fall of 1884, after Maclay returned 
to Tokyo, he offered an additional $3,000 "to be used in purchasing a suit
able site for our mission operations in Seoul." 33 L. G. Paik, however, stated 
that Goucher "failed to receive encouragement from the mission board. 
Thereupon he wrote on January 31 of the following year [1884] to Robert S. 
Maclay." 34 

Whatever it might have been, this anxious servant of God contacted 
Maclay who was serving then as the superintendent of the Methodist 
Mission in Japan. He sent a letter to Maclay dated January 31, 1884, saying, 

Under date of November 6th, 1883, I wrote to the Missionary Committee that 
if they deem it expedient to extend their work to the Hermit nation, and establish 
a mission in Korea under the superintendence of the Japan mission, .... I shall be 
pleased to send my check for, say, two thousand dollars toward securing that 
result. 

Could you find time to make a trip to Korea, prospect the land, and locate the 
mission? For once we may be the first Protestant church to enter a pagan land. It 
is peculiarly appropriate that Japan should have the honor, and it would be a fitting 
addition to the service you have been enabled to render your church already if you 
could inaugurate the enterprise. 35 

Maclay received this letter in March 1884 shortly after he moved from 
Yokohama to Tokyo to assume the presidency of the Anglo-Japanese Col
lege, now known as Aoyama Gakuin University. In fact, it was Dr. Goucher 
that first proposed the establishment of that college in 1882, and sent gift,s 
for it. Maclay was the founder and the first president of the college. Accord
ing to the Methodist Annual Report of 1881 (p. 204) and 1882 (p. 142), 
Goucher initially donated $5,000 for the purchase of the property and then 
"$800 a year for five years toward the salary of a Japanese professor." 36 

Goucher had already made some financial contributions towards the work of 
Japanese mission in 18 81. Not only that, he also supported the work of mis
sion in India. 37 

30November 1883 AppenzeUer Correspondence quoted by Hunt, 11. 
3 1lbid. 
32"Minutes, General Missionary Committee," vol. C: 33, quoted in Wade Crawford Barclay, 
742. 
33lbid.; see also Paik, 82. 
34Paik, 82. 
35Maclay, "Korea's Permit," 287f. 
36Hunt, 11. 
31Hunt, 11. 
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Since Maclay already had a rich experience in pioneering mission work 
both in China and Japan, it was certainly a great challenge for him. He had 
full confidence that he could carry out the mission. The letter, Maclay felt, 
was another call from God to move on to another mission field. He recalled 
the event and described his feelings in San Fernando as follows: "This let
ter from Dr. Goucher opened the way for the accomplishment of a long
cherished desire, and impressed me at once as being a Divine call to do what 
I could toward opening Korea to Christian mission." 38 The letter enabled 
Maclay to realize the long-waited dream he had kept ever since he saw a few 
ship-wrecked Koreans for the first time in the streets of Foochow while sta-. 
tioned in China. He recalled again, ''Their {Koreans] strange costume, erect 
forms, and agile movements greatly interested me, and I felt it would be a 
high privilege to carry to the people of Korea the precious tidings o~salva~ 
tion.'' 39 · 

v4o 

With the enthusiastic support and endorsement of the Japan Mission 
and the missionary society, Maclay was ready to make his trip to Korea. 
After checking with John A. Bingham and Lucius H. Foote, the U.S. 
Ministers to Japan and Korea respectively, about the feasibility ofthe jour
ney, accompanied by his wife, he embarked on the English steamer Teheran 
at Yokohama on June 8, 1884. When the Maclays made their first stop in 
Nagasaki, they hired a Korean interpreter. They left the Teheran and on June 
19 they sailed on board the steamer Nanzing toward Chemulpo (Inchon), a 
port near Seoul where the first Korean-American treaty was signed as noted 
above. N,ext morning, they were in the territory of Korea calling at Pusan, a 
port city ,in the southern tip of the Korean peninsula. 

It is interesting and amazing to note Maclay' s profound historical 
knowledge on the relation between Korea and Japan. What he knew then is 
not well known among the contemporary Japanese intellectuals. It is even 
concealed in the official history books of Japan today,. namely, 

Pusan [Pusan] is a place of historic interest a.nd commercial importance. It is 
not improbable that from it sailed the bold clans who conquered and whose, 
descendants still hold Japan. Certain it is that here la.nded the military expeditions \ 
of the Japanese, which from early centuries of the Christian era have harassed and 
ovemm Korea. It was pleasant and assuring to think that in our day there came 
from the shores of Japan those who desire to give the Koreans the tidings of sal
vation through faith in our Lord and Savior.4 1 

JRMaclay, "Korea's Permit," 288. 
39Maclay, "Korea's Permit," 287. 
40Information in this section, unless noted otherwise, is mostly taken from one of Maclay's three 
rnajor atticles on Korea, namely, .. Korea's Permit to Christianity," as cited above. 
41Maclay, "Korea's Permit,'' 288. 

--------------------------------------....-
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He was very much aware that the Japanese imperial family and ruling classes 
were originally from Korea and that the Japanese had constantly harassed 
the Koreans whenever they had the upper hand. It is also interesting to note 
that he believed ·the good "tidings" came from Japan rather than from 
America as Koreans believe. 

After spending forty-two hours in the Yellow Sea (the sea between 
China and Korea), the Maclay party reached Chemulpo at 1:00 PM, June 23, 
1884. On the following morning they departed for Seoul which is located 
about 25 miles from Chemulpo. They entered Seoul around six p.m. on the 
same day greeted by General and Mrs. Foote of the U.S. legation in Seoul. 
They stayed in a small building close to the legation ground. Before his 
departure from Seoul, he asked General Foote to purchase the building for 
the use of Korea Mission, but the transaction did not materialize immedi
ately. 

VI 

One misfortune the Maclays experienced in Korea which turned out to 
be rather a fortunate incident was that their interpreter whom Maclay pro~ 
cured in Japan left them because he was afraid of being attacked by his fel
low conservative party members. Even though the government was under 
the control of the Progressive Party at the time, there still was a strong oppo
sition from the conservative party which was supported by China. Politi
cally, Korea was going through great turmoil. The struggle for hegemony 
between these two antagonistic parties each supported by the foreign pow
ers, China and Japan, made the situation worse. Thus an association with 
westerners could easily cause suspicion. 

The loss of a helper was the gain of an ally for Maclay. As Maclay 
quoted old proverbs such as ''At evening time it shall be light" and "Man's 
extremity is God's opportunity" in his article,42 he "providentially" met Kim 
Ok-kyun with whom he and Mrs. Henrietta C. Maclay "had formed a very 
pleasant acquaintance in Japan." 43 As mentioned earlier, Kim Ok-kyun was 
the key leader of the progressive party now serving as a government offi
cial.44 Thus, there was no need of an interpreter for Maclay because he could 
converse with Kim Ok-kyun in Japanese. He could communicate with Kim 
better without an interpreter for here was a man who was well acquainted 

42Maclay, "Korea's Permit," 289. 
43Maclay, "Korea's Permit," 289. 
44Maclay erroneously identifies him as "a member of the department of foreign affairs in the 
Korean government" in "Korea's Permit," 289. He was actually the chief of the officers in the 
"Seungjungwon," a government office in charge of receiving reports and petitions to the King 
and delivering messages and orders from the King to the appropriate officials in the govern
ment. His position was analogous to the modern Chief of Staffs in the White House. 
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with the wishes of this guest from America. Moreover, even though he him
self was not in favor of propagating the new religion in Korea, Kim was very 
much aware of the benefits this mission would bring to a nation in urgent 
need of reform for modernization. Through his visits to Japan (at least three) 
he had seen what the Meiji Restoration brought to Japan, namely, modern
ization and, to a certain degree, westernization of the Japanese political and 
economic systems as well as social life. He had also seen many humanitar
ian works carried out by the American missionaries.45 

About a week after he arrived in Seoul, on June 30, he forwarded a let
ter written in Japanese to Kim Ok-kyun to be presented'tO the King. The full 
content of the letter is not known for Maclay did not reveal any details 
except that he requested the King to grant a permit for "medical and educa
tional" work in Korea. It seems to be clear that Maclay was awa+e of the 
government policy of prohibiting propagation of the Christianity. This pol
icy was not enforced by the government even though the subsequent mis
sionaries were involved in doing "religious" work. The Korean government 
tacitly allowed the missionaries to do the evangelistic work shortly after 
Maclay left. 

Maclay told Kim that his time was very much limited, and requested 
him to expedite the process. He trusted that Kim ''would do everything in his 
power" to help the King make a favorable decision on his behalf. He seems 

I 

even to have known what an important position Kim occupied in the gov-
ernment, essentially the chief assistant to the King. After waiting a few days 
for an answer, he "ventured to call on him July 3rd." 46 Maclay further 
reported; 

He [Kim Ok-kyun] received me very cordially, and at once proceeded to inform 
me that the king had carefully examined my letter the night before, and in accor
da?ce with my request had dedded to authorize our society to commence hospi
tal and school work in Korea. "The details," continued Mr. Kim, "have not been 
settled, but you nrny proceed at once to initiate the work." The king's favorable 
response to our appeal was so prompt and complete, that I could not fail to recog
nize it as from the Lord, and after tendering to Mr. Kim hearty thanks for his good 
offices in our behalf, I took my leave, repeating to myself, as I rode through the 
crowded streets of the city, "The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the 
rivers of water. He turneth it whithersoever He wilL" 47 

This date, namely, July 2, 1884, marks the official beginning . of the 
Protestant mission in Korea. Maclay further related that Kim called dn him 
in that afternoon and congratulated him on his successful appeal. Just before 
his departure for Japan, he made an arrar:igement with Minister Foote to pur
chase the building he and his wife occupied during their stay in Seoul for the 

4~Maclay met Kim Ok-kyun first in Yokohama on September 5, 1882 when he called on Mrs. 
Maclay to thank her for taking four Korean students he had brought with him to Japan and 
teaching them English. See Maclay, ''Commencement," 501. 
46Maclay, "Korea's Permit," 289. 
47Mac1ay, ''Korea's Permit,'' 289. 



178 Methodist History 

soon-to-be-established Korean Methodist Mission. He did not forget to give 
credit to Dr. Goucher for his successful trip to Korea by saying, "The oppor
tune proposal of Rev. John F. Goucher, D.D. of Baltimore, to give liberal aid 
in founding the Korea Mission, was cordially accepted by the missionary 
authorities of our Church. My visit to Seoul was the result of this proposal; 
and thus it became my high privilege to lay the first foundation for a 
Christian mission in Korea." 48 His party left Seoul July 8, 1884 to return to 
Japan.49 

It is apparent from his writings how inuch Maclay regretted not being 
able to enter a new field of mission after such a successful work well done 
in China and Japan. His failing health and age, and the work just begun for 
the Anglo-Japanese College did not allow him to go to Korea. His nostalgic 
feeling is eloquently expressed in the following paragraphs. 

Cheered by the royal permission to commence Christian work in Korea, I 
could have wished to enter at once upon the enterprise which for years had 
received my attention, for the initiation of which the way was now prepared, and 
for whose effective prosecution a willing and loyal constituency stood ready to 
furnish the necessary support. After having been associated with others in efforts 
to plant and train our branch of Christ's Church in China and Japan the opportu
nity now presented to perform, under the most favorable auspices, a similar ser
vice in Korea so attractive that I almost chided myself for not having tried to make 

. arrangements to this effect before entering on the present trip. 50 

Reflecting on his past achievements and experience, he continued, 

... while coveting the best gifts, the 'more excellent way' for me would be to yield 
to others the honor of entering this open door, and content myself with the duty of 
giving such advice as experience, my position in Japan, and my official relation to 
the Korean Mission might enable me to offer. 

Satisfied, but not jubilant, I accepted this post of duty, and until my return to 
the United States at the beginning of 1888, endeavored, to the best of ability, to 
aid the devoted and successful laborers whom the Church appointed to cultivate 
this field, over whose broad acres I would gladly have scattered the seed of the 
kingdom, and into whose golden harvest it would have been an inexpressible joy 
to thrust in my sickles. 51 

This old veteran missionary had to yield this great opportunity and honor to 
the young man from Souderton, PA, Henry Gerhard Appenzeller and his 
wife (Ella J. Dodge), Rev. William Benton Scranton, M.D. and his wife 
(Loulie Wyeth Anns ), and Mrs. Mary Fitch Scranton, mother of Dr. 
Scranton. The Appenzellers set their feet on the soil of Korea along with 
another missionary, I{orace G. Underwood of the Presbyterian Church, on 
Easter Sunday, April 5, 1885. Dr. Scranton followed them, arriving May 3 

48Maclay, "A Fortnight," 357f. 
49Maclay, "Korea's Permit," 290. 
50Maclay, "A Fortnight," 358. 
51Maclay, "A Fortnight," 358. 
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even though he was appointed to be a missionary a two months earlier than 
the Appenzellers. A host of missionaries from America, England, Australia, 
and Canada entered this new "golden harvest" field in subsequent years. 

VII 

It is significant to note that the opening of the Methodist Mission in 
Korea coincides closely with the lOOth annivei:sary of the establishment of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States. 

When the newly appointed Methodist missionaries were about to enter 
the new mission field in Korea, Maclay received a letter on March 31, 1885 
from Bishop C. H. Fowler of San Francisco, dated February 23, 188-?, con
cerning the organization of the Korea Mission. The letter read: HWe desire 
you to act as superintendent of Korea and Brother H. G. Appenzeller as 
assistant superintendent under your direction. Dr. Scranton will act as trea
surer of Korea Mission.'' 52 thus, the official Methodist Mission for Korea 
was duly organized. The appointment of Robert S. Maclay by the bishop 
makes him not only the first missionary but the first superintendent of the 
Korea Mission. 

The first meeting of the missionaries appointed to Korea was held in 
Aoyama, Japan, March 5, 1885, in Maclay' s study before the letter from 
Bishop Pow ler reached him. The minutes of the meeting read as follows: 

THE MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE 
MISSIONARIES TO KOREA 

Aoyama, Tokio, Japan. March 5, 1885. 
In Rev. Dr. Maclay's study. 

·Rev. R. S. Maclay, superintendent of the Mission, presided at the meeting and 
conducted the religious exercises, reading Psalms 121; 122. Hymn number 547, 
"A charge to keep I have" was sung and prayer offered by the President. Dr. 
Maclay then gave us a hearty welcome and God speed to our new field of labor, 
concluding with a. short account of his visit to Korea in June, 1884. General dis
cussion of the prospect of the work followed the address. Adjourned to meet at 
2 p.m. 

Reconvened at 2:45 p.m. with Dr. Maclay in the chair. Moved that $200"'.00 
be set aside from the money appropriated to school work in Korea for the support'· 
of four Korean students in the Anglo-Japanese College at Toldo to the end of 1885. 
Moved that Dr. Maclay be authorized to publish the Methodist Catechism, No, I 
in the Korean language; also Mr. Rijutei's [Yi Su-jong] translation of "Easy 
Lesson in the True Doctrine." Ordered to appropriate $250.00 from the school 
fund for the translation and publication of the tracts and hymns. 

Adjourned to meet at the call of the President. 
H. G. Appenzeller, Secretary 

51Maclay, "Commencement," 502. 
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Missionaries present at this meeting, Dr. R. S. Maclay, D.D.; Rev. and Mrs. H. G. 
Appenzeller, Dr. and Mrs. W. B. Scranton, and Mrs. M. F. Scranton of the 
W.F.M.S.53 

Yi Su-jong and Park Young-hyo were also present at this first meeting of the 
missionaries to Korea. 

If Maclay had received the appointment letter from Bishop Fowler just 
two weeks earlier, this meeting could have been called by the newly 
appointed superintendent, Robert S. Maclay, rather than in the name of the 
superintendent of the Japan Mission, and thus it would have been the first 
meeting of the Korea Mission ever convened. However, since his appoint
ment was made on February 23 , 1885, two and a half weeks before the meet
ing, we may be allowed to call it the first official meeting of the Korea 
Mission. Maclay held his position until 1887, just before he retired from his 
work in Japan and came to San Fernando to assume the deanship at the 
Maclay College of Theology. 

Even though Robert Maclay was not able to be physically present in 
Korea to carry out his new responsibility as the superintendent of the Korea 
Mission, it is apparent that he is a pioneer and the first Protestant mission
ary openly to enter Korea with the permission from the government. This 
does not deny by any means sacrificial and efficacious efforts and attempt~ 
by other pioneering Western missionaries to open the door to the Hermit 
Nation prior to Maclay's successful mission. Their contributions and ser
vices are well documented and shall never be forgotten by the Korean 
Christians. 


