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Discovering Discovery 

What is the purpose of the section of Methodist History named 
"Discovery"? It has been a part of the modern publication of the magazine 
almost from its beginning. Its prime purpose is to publish material about the 
Wesleys and Methodism that has never before been published. For that pur
pose the editor tries to keep in touch with most of our seminaries and institu
tions of higher learning where such material tends to gravitate. As a result, we 
have published numerous unpublished letters of Charles and John Wesley and 
also the sons of Charles in addition to unpublished material about Methodism 
itself. 

Through the years we have expanded the purpose of Discovery to 
include important material that may have been published but is now difficult 

\ 

to locate. This includes biographies as well as general material. 
In passing it inight be well to mention the most neglected biography of 

John Wesley-namely the first one produced following Wesley's death. It was 
written by John Hampson, Jr. Hampson was working on the biography while 
Wesley was still alive and hoped to publish it while Wesley was still living. 
This aim, of course, was forestalled by Wesley's death in 1791, and the biog
raphy was published in that same year. 

The Methodists believed Hampson's biography would be a bitter denun
ciaton of Wesley, and Dr. Thomas Coke and Henry Moore rushed into print 
by 1792 with a biography that sold well among the Methodists. They were 
urged to purchase Coke and Moore's work rather than Hampson's. 

It was thought that Hampson 's work would be a bitter presentation of 
Wesley because Hampson, Sr., an itinerant of long standing, was not in-
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eluded in the Legal One I-Iundred. These were one hundred persons Wesley 
chose for the purpose of defining the meaning of the word "Conference" for 
legal purposes. Thomas Coke had suggested that the "Conference" consist of 
all active itinerants which would have been a far better definition of the word 
"Conference,'' but Wesley thought otherwise, His decision was an error in 
judgment and caused a great deal of hard feeling among the older men par
ticularly. According to Luke Tyerman, a noted biographer of Wesley, around 
thirty itinerants left the work during the following year. Hampson, Sr. was one 
and his son, the author of a biography of Wesley, left the Methodist work and 
became an Anglican clergyman. 

As a matter of fact, Hampson's biography is an excellent study of John 
Wesley and the Methodists. In addition, we learn certain facts from Hampson 
that at the time were recorded nowhere else. For example, we aredndebted to 
Hampson for the following statement: 

When Mr. Wesley changed his politics, and published his "Calm Address to the American 
Colonies'', many copies were shipped for New York. A gentleman of that country, alarmed 
for the safety of a people, with whom he was connected, and trembling for the probable 
consequences, should a pamphlet of such a tendency pass into general circulation, laid vio
lent hands upon it, and destroyed or returned the whole impression: so that, till a consid
erable time after this transaction, scarcely any one had heard that such a piece had been 
published. This incident was the salvation of Methodism in America. (Vol II, pp. 147, 
148). 

The biography is a valuable study, in spite of the fact that the 
Encyclopedia of World Methodism speaks of it as "defective." No less a man 
than Bishop Francis McConnell, who himselfwrote an excellent biography of 
Wesley, speaks of Hampson's work as introducing a realistic note into the 
treatment of Wesley. McConnell writes: 

The author of that Life (Hampson's Life of Wesley) without being harsh, gives us a tem
per of approach which introduces a realistic note into the treatment of Wesley, a note 
Methodists have always sadly needed. Hampson's book is out of print, but it is well worth 
being looked up and read by anyone who cares to see Wesley in the flesh, before the 
period of apotheosis fully dawned. (McConnell's Wesley, p. 130) 

McConnell is certainly right when he indicates that the little three-vol
ume biography is difficult to find. However, our seminaries all have copies 
and here and there private collectors own a copy. Charles Green,Jr~asurer of 
the Charles Wesley Society, owns a copy as I do myself and others. All the 
covers on my three volumes are loose, and sometime this fall and winter I am 
hoping to reback the work in order to preserve it. 

Another work worth reading is James Lackington's Menzoirs etc. 
Lackington was a Methodist book seller who borrowed from Wesley's loan 
fund to set himself up in business. He eventually became one of the leading 
book sellers of the country and a very rich man. In his Memoirs he speaks 
against the Methodists and Wesley-the very people who befriended him. 
However, he later had a change of heart ,and wrote The Confessions of J 
Lacki11gton in which he once more spoke highly of the :rviethodists and apol-
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ogized for his former statements. Both books are worth reading although, 
again, they are difficult to find. I have two copies of the first book-a first edi
tion and a thirteenth edition. I have one copy of the second book published by 
Ezekiel Cooper and John Wilson "for the Methodist Connection in the United 
States." New York, 1806. 

Books, such as these, are under the heading of published material, but 
they are so difficult to find that many people have never seen copies and thus 
they can be thought of as unpublished in one sense. Many of these early 
books give us excellent pictures of Methodism in its beginning and also excel
lent pictures of the Wesleys. Discovery seeks to bring them to the front and 
help readers find books helpful for the study of the Wesleys and Methodism. 


