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DISCOVERY 
Edited by 

FREDERICK E. MASER 

The Whereabouts of Some Wesley and Asbury Letters 

As I have pursued my work as Editor of Discovery I have been amazed 
at the treasure troves of Methodist and religious material to be found in 
our seminary libraries and in the archives of our Annual and J urisdic
tional Conference Commissions on Archives and History. For example, 
last fall I addressed the opening session of an exhibit of John Wesley letters 
at Perkins School of Theology, Dallas, Texas. Thirteen of these letters 
had never before been published. These were xeroxed and transcribed as 
a part of the exhibition catalogue. The catalogue, by the way, is still 
available, and is well worth the $15.00 price tag. Write to Page Thomas, 
Director of Methodist Studies, or to Valerie Hotchkiss, Librarian. 

Since then Page Thomas has informed me of the Francis Asbury 
letters in Perkins' files. These have been published in the three-volume set 
of Asbury's Journal and Letters (1958). However, the whereabouts of the 
letters has not always been clearly stated. No place is given for the letter 
to "Any of the Preachers and Members of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
etc." found in Vol. 3, p. 428. It is currently owned by Perkins School of 
Theology. The letter to Mary Bright on page 9 of Vol. 3 is listed as hav
ing been transcribed by Dr. Frank Baker from Christian Miscellany, 1864, 
p. 252. This letter is also at Perkins. A letter on page 137 of the Asbury 
publication, addressed in the original to Mr. Joseph Asbury: near Birm
ingham, Staffordshire, beginning with the words "My ever dear parents" 
is listed as coming from The Methodist Magazine and Quarterly Review, 
XIII, p. 310. However, the original letter is at Perkins School of Theology. 
The letter is important since it suggests that Asbury's parents were seriously 
considering coming to America. 

119 



120 Methodist History 

It is amusing to note how cautiously Asbury dealt with the subject. 
Obviously, he did not want the responsibility for caring for his parents 
while he was in America. He pointed out the difficulties involved which, 
indeed, were mountainous. With the letter is a typewritten note from my 
friend Maxwell Whiteman, noted Philadelphia author and bookseller. "The 
Asbury letter had been stowed away in a closet for three quarters of a 
century until it came into my hands ... (3/9/48)." 

A far more important discovery, however, is that the original of the 
letter on page 223 of Vol. 3 of the Asbury Journal and Letters is listed 
as being at Drew University. Dr. Kenneth Rowe states that the letter is 
not now at Drew University and never has been. The original is at Perkins 
School of Theology. In addition, the Asbury volume states that the letter 
is addressed to Thomas Haskins and not to George Roberts, as some main
tain. The matter is settled by the fact that the original letter at Perkins 
includes the envelope which is clearly addressed to "Elder Roberts, Light 
Street, Baltimore." In addition, although the opening salutation is torn 
away, the last two letters are clearly "ts", the last two letters of Roberts 
name. There are other variations in the letter, and the letter follows so 
that those who wish may compare it with the letter in the Asbury publica
tion. It was transcribed for me by Page Thomas who also sent along a 
xerox of the original, which I have since sent along to Drew. 

[To:] Elder Roberts 
Light Street 

Baltimore 

Pipe Creek August 22 1801 

[Text of salutation wanting except for the last two 
letters: "ts"; possible reading is "Dear Bro Roberts"] 

Salvation attend thee and thine, present future and 
Eternal. We came along with some pleasure, and it 
was well, app.ointments or not, we enjoyed the 
Families and Friends: and on the third Day 
came to pipe creek, I was blest in seeing the 
Carnans and some aged Brethren, and Sisters. 
I have my drooping seasons, but still I must 
go till I can go no more. "Take no thought 
for tomorrow" I wish to be more attentive to my 
Lords Voice. I am only partial to you, because 
you appear to urge me to it by doing anything 
and every thing you can with propriety for me. If 
I talk more, love more, write more, and pray more 
for you-You have compelled me. You will 
only say to Br Cooper, that you think I only 
wish good pointing and a few words to make it 
explicit: But It is not the 1 ournal of Ezekiel 
Cooper, or any other, but Francis Asbury, and 
as such I wish it to appear. 1 hope my Brethren 
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in town will help on the work of God, _ by prayer 
meeting, and Class meeting, and close discipline 
and Market and Field preaching; there you 
will meet the poor, and Blind, and naked. 
and if we do these things let us shew our 
selves to the world, I have my sinking 
serious seasons, and need your 
prayers, and pity also; and when my spirits 
are very Low my [text wanting] is very bad and I think 
will never be a [text wanting] ever! 

[p. 2] 

If Br Whatcoat should come down, [text wanting] 
by him, any good news you can coll[text wanting] 
part of the connection. If I write to [text wanting] 
be of good news. Br McCombs can recollect 
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or Br McCaine that coppied a few lines for me the good news ·from 
Cumberland McKendrees farewell meeting, 
held from Saturday till Monday without any 
interruption; 40 Souls convected and no prospect 
of the meeting being ended, when Br McKendree 
came away. Oh what Days of Gods power 
are coming, indeed already come. I am 
to the[e] and thine as ever Francis Asbury. 

[Letter· endorsed, in blue ink: "F. Asbury I Aug. 22, 1801''. Red wax seal attached.] 

.::· 




