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In the Wesleyan Tradition 

There is a mildly amusing story that has been sailing around ever since 
it was launched on a television show. Adam, according to the story, was very 
discouraged because he had no helpmate. He searched among all the animals 
without success, and then one evening he appealed to God. Could God make 
him a helpmate? 

God looked at Adam for a moment and then nodded His head. He could 
indeed create such a helpmate-· BUT it would cost Adam something. 

"What would it cost?" Adam inquired. 
"For the helpmate I would make," God replied, ''it would cost you an 

arm and a leg." 
Adam was shocked. This was indeed expensive. He scratched his head, 

and then he asked, "What can I get for a rib?" And that is how Eve came into 
existence. 

It is he;rrdly likely that Wesley would have been amused by this anecdote 
since it casts some doubt on the whole story of creation. Wesley believed in 
the story of creation as related in the first few chapters o£ Genesis. He also 
followed the 18th century tradition that everything created by God was good 
and had its own purpose. He lived in a Newtonian world that was only begin
ning to feel the impact of science on the Bible and religion. 

Today we have surpassed the Newtonian world, although for practical 
purposes, most of us still believe that a straight line is the shortest distance 
between two points. Einstein, of course, destroyed that illusion. 

In addition, the whole theory of evolution as developed by Darwin and 
other scientists has caused theologians to rethink their theological positions. 
How are we to interpret, for example, the first few chapters of Genesis in such 
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a way as to remain within the Wesleyan tradition? Or, how can we appreciate 
modem science without losing our grip on the biblical revelation as found in 
the opening chapters of Genesis? 

There are various solutions for the problem. The Creationist simply 
waves aside certain scientific claims and accepts the story of Genesis on its 
face value. The Creationist would see the universe as created in a limited time 
and humans emerging as a special creation into whom God breathed His spirit. 
Probably, this would be near the Wesleyan position, although it is doubtful if 
Wesley would ever wave aside the discoveries of science. Possibly, he would 
have rationalized his position. 

Another solution would be to see the opening .·chapters of Genesis, par
ticularly the first chapter, as a great poem meant only to reveal spiritual truths 
such as the fact that all the universe, including humans, is the creation of a 
God who achieves His purposes through an evolutionary proces~. 

A third solution might be to spiritualize all the early events of Genesis. 
The Garden of Eden, then, would be the goal toward which humans are striv
ing and which they will reach only as they obey the commandments of God. 

A fourth solution might be one that even Wesley would not have found 
incorrect. One might see in the stories of the early chapters of Genesis a pic
iure of the creative power of God, the wisdom of God, the judgment of God, 
the forgiveness of God, and above all the grace of God. In short we have here 
great spiritual truths in story form. 

The question remains, how can a modem Methodist interpret the open
ing chapters of Genesis and still remain within the Wesleyan tradition? l chal
le~ge some of my readers to write me on this subject and explain their solu
tion to this problem. I will gladly use any response I receive in some future 
issue of DISCOVERY. How do you interpret the early chapters of Genesis? 

An Important Discovery 

I live near two coasts; in the winter I reside in Arizona and in the sum
mer in Doylestown, Pennsylvania. I have preached again and again in both 
sections of the country. It is always an exhilarating experience. What I have 
discovered is that people everywhere are hungering for a word from God. 

The leaders of the early church sought to answer that hunger. They not 
·only based their sermons on the Bible, but they also gave a ChQstian mean
ing to the everyday Greek in which the New Testament was written. Philip 
Schaff in his Companion to the Greek Testament and English Version drives 
this point horne with numerous illustrations. The word Gospel, for example, 
meant good news for a Greek. But when the word was carried over into the 
New Testament, it meant far more than good news. It meant "the best of all 
news ever heard on earth, proclaimed by angels from heaven to all the peo
ple, that a Savior was hom and lived and died and rose again for a sinful 
world." In this way, the early preachers packed with deep meaning many of 
the words of the New Testament. 
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Some preachers today are forsaking the use of New Testament language. 
They are discarding biblical terms in favor of expressions from the psychi
atric couch or from news analysts or social workers. John Wesley would never 
have favored this trend. He has been called ''the man of one book,'' but this 
does not mean that he was not an avid reader. Rather it means that his preach
ing was based upon one book-the Bible. His sermons are timeless because 
they are based upon a timeless message. He successfully met the hunger of 
his generation for a word from God. We must be careful that we do no less. 
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