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Rare Wesley Items Are Where You Find Them 

A curious event brought a rare Wesley item to me after We returned 
from England last summer. We had spent about a month in London and 
its neighboring cathedral cities, including both Hereford and Winchester. 
The former has the largest library of chained volumes in England, and 
the latter has the oldest public school in England, where we were given 
a private tour of the grounds and buildings. We also spent time on the 
Welsh border, hiking along the River Whye and visiting Cardiff, the capital 
of Wales. · 

We noticed particularly that the Wesleys continued to influence 
England long after the death of John and Charles. In both the Hereford 
and the Winchester cathedrals there are plaques commemorating the work 
of Samuel Sebastian Wesley, who served in these cathedrals and others 
as organist. He was the grandson of Charles Wesley and was one of the 
truly great musicians of the nineteenth century. 

Naturally, we were also searching for Wesley items and items of our 
favorite English poet Christina Rossetti. We found nothing of interest, 
but I did purchase a folio Prayer Book that once belonged to Edmund 
Burke, the great English parliamentarian of the eighteenth century. 

The curious event that happened when we returned home was that 
in the stacks of mail that had accumulated was a letter from a local book 
dealer telling me that he had a rare Wesley item that he thought I might 
want to buy. He was right. It is probably the rarest of Wesley volumes. 
At least there is not another complete copy in the United States,,although 
Duke has a microfilm of the work. It is entitled Lessons for Children, and 
it was issued in four different parts at different intervals: 1746, 1747, J. 748~ 
and 1754. My copy has all four parts bound together. It is not in the best 
of condition, with considerable foxing, several torn leaves, and a few leaves 
missing from part two which can easily be supplied in facsimile; but, as 
bookdealers say, "otherwise a nice copy of an exceedingly rare Wesley 
item." 

185 



-------------------------------'·' 
186 Methodist History 

Wesley explains in a statement "To All Parents and School-Masters": 
"I have endeavoured in the following lessons to select the plainest and 
most Useful Portions of Scripture; such as Children may the most easily 
understand, and such as it most concerns them to know." Later he adds, 
"I cannot but earnestly entreat you, to take good heed, How you teach 
these deep things of God. Beware of that common but accursed, Way, 
of making Children Parrots, instead of Christians." His complete state
ment is well worth reading, one paragraph ending with the words, "Turn 
every Sentence every Way, propose it in every Light, and question them 
continually on every Point: If by any Means, they may not only read, but 
inwardly digest the Words of Eternal Life." 

The work, which extends to about four hundred pages, could easily 
provide a basis for a Master's or even a Doctor's thesis. One faces a 
thousand questions: What translation was Wesley using? What parts 
of the Scripture did he omit? He omits, for example, the 38th chapter 
of Genesis with its account of the shame of Judah and the story of Tamar. 
Since this is, in reality, an interlude or parenthesis in the more important 
story of Joseph, he shows excellent literary judgment in omitting it, 
although his reasons were probably of a different nature. He omits the. 
story of Onan and the shame of Noah and the sin of Ham, and of course, 
condenses vast portions of the Bible but usually retains biblical 
language. 

It is curious that Wesley selects all his passages from the Old Testa
ment and the Apocrypha and relates nothing of the New Testament. He 
uses the Psalms and Proverbs freely. In addition to the fascinating stories 
in Genesis, etc.~ he takes selections from the books of Ecclesiastes, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, the Wisdom of Solomon, and Ecclesiasticus. 
He has comments and cross-references at the bottom of each page, but 
these are kept to a minimum. There is a brief note added, for example, 
to the Psalm, "Lord who shall dwell in Thy tabernacle etc." The note says, 
"A Christian would answer, he that believes in the Lord Jesus." When 
he comes to the personification of Wisdom in the Wisdom Literature, 
which some biblical students believe is forming the basis for a revival to
day of the gnostic heresy, he simply writes one word in his footnote: 
"Christ." He sees in the verses neither a prefiguration of Mary, as some 
Roman Catholics teach, nor the revelation of the existence of a separate 
female god named Sophia. 

There is little doubt that Wesley spent a great deal of time and thought 
in preparing these Lessons for Children, and the very fact that the four 
sections are so exceedingly rare suggests that they may well have been used 
and used until little was left of them. Richard Green, one of Wesley's im
portant bibliographers, says that a second edition of the whole work was 
issued in 1816 under a slightly different title and reissued later that year 
under still another title. These were published by Thomas Cordeux, 
London. 
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Catching Up 

The following is a letter that came to me in February of last year, 
but there has been no space to print it until now, although it might well 
have been included with the issue on Charles Wesley. Unfortunately, there 
was no DISCOVERY column that month, and so the letter has waited these 
many months. It is a fascinating letter and comes from Ginny Cherry, 
the very delightful wife of Dr. William Cherry, now pastor of our Ard
more (PA) United Methodist Church. Ginny has been a hard worker in 
The United Methodist Church and has been greatly loved by the people 
and congregations of every church that her spouse has served. In part, 
her letter reads: "This week Bill shared with me the .coh.lmn that you wrote 
for January Methodist History magazine. I enjoyed reading your answers 
to the questions about the Wesleys. I'm writing in response to the ques
tion about the possibility of either of them being stopped by 11,ighwaymen 
in their travels. I believe that Charles was in fact robbed by a thief. I would 
not have known this, except that, coincidentally, I had just read about 
the incident in his Journal a few days previously. You will find the ex
citing tale on page 78 in Volume One (October 11, 1737). It seems as though 
he was clever, and got off easy. (Or ;maybe this was a stupid thief.) 

"Charles writes: ' ... on Shotover Hill, ... a man came up to me, 
and demanded my money, showing., but not presenting, a pistol. I gave 
him my purse. He asked how much there was. 'About thirty shillings.' 
'Have you no more?; 'I will see'; put my hand in my pocket, and gave 
him some halfpence. He repeated the question, 'Have you no more?' I 
had thirty pounds in a private pocket; bade him search himself; which 
he did not choose. He ordered me to dismount which I did; but begged 
hard for my horse again, promising not to pursue him. He took my word, 
and restored him. I rode gently on, praising God. My bags, and watch, 
and gold, the robber was forced to leave me. By the evening I reached 
Westminster.'" 

A thank-you and a tip of the hat to Ginny Cherry for digging out 
this fascinating story. 




