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The Captain continues in this vein for another paragraph.
To me it is doubtful if Wesley ever wrote this poem. It simply is not

characteristic of the man to have sought to lure persons to Georgia with a
picture of a community overflowing with wine and luxuries. Wesley's pic
ture of Georgia is actually written in prose and can be found in his Journal.
It is clearly stated, accurate, and-with the possible exception of his opi
nion of the Indians-a well balanced, straightforward account.

I record this statement of Captain M'Call because it illustrates how
as late as 1811 people were still attributing to Wesley things that he
probably never said or wrote. It is for this reason that he often plea<led
with people to first read the writings of the Methodists and become ac
quainted with them personally before taking pen in hand to condemn
them.

On the other hand, I would be happy to hear from those of my readers
who may believe that Wesley did actually write this poem and may be able
to produce documentary evidence to support their position. It would be
nice to know.

BOOK REVIEWS

John G. McEllhenney, ed., Frederick E. Maser, Charles Yrigoyen, Jr.,
Kenneth E. Rowe, Proclaiming Grace and Freedom, The Story of United
Methodism. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1982, 141 pp., $6.95.

Of course any theme can be developed within any given space
provided the boundaries are clearly understood. But the retelling of the
story of United Methodism in 125 pages is a formidable challenge. The
authors of Proclaiming Grace and Freedom deserve high credit for

.editorial discipline, which is usually very painful. They have accomplished
what they set out to do, namely, to provide, for the Bicentennial obser
vance centered on 1984, a brief and inexpensive account in readable style
and format of United Methodism and its antecedents (but not the other
Methodisms).

Such writing exacts its price. Instead of real persons you get names,
and frequently not even that. People who are familiar with the subject will
note the absence of many names, places, events, issues, controversies, doc
trines, and even whole denominations, all important. To have attempted to
include all of these, however, would have resulted in intolerable clutter.
One does miss Jesse Lee (and Jason too), Ezekiel Cooper, Nicholas
Snethen, Matthew Simpson, Francis J. McConnell, and Edwin Lewis. But
Tittle is there, and Oxnam. Lydia Sexton is listed, and so is Anna Howard
Shaw, but not Anna Oliver. Recent developments among ethnic com
ponents are well summarized; but, except for black Methodists, early
history is slighted. It is United Methodism-a denomination. One looks in
vain for Free Methodists and Nazarenes and the rest.
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But this kind of who-made-it analysis is largely beside the point. The
authors did not set out to prepare a comprehensive account nor provide a
full resource. What they do offer is a sprightly and clear introduction to
the main themes. It is generally accurate and reliable. One may question
the facile equation of Wesleyan, Lutheran, and Reformed roots in bring
ing together Methodists, Evangelicals, and United Brethren. It's a nice
idea, but it's not true. Finally, the reader will have to adjust to the peculiar
failure of the usually proficient publisher to include the third part of the
table of contents. This may be a kind of first in the perilous publishing
game.

-Frederick A. Norwood
Glenview, IL

United Methodist Studies: Basic Bibliographies. Compiled and edited by
Kenneth E. Rowe, Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1982. 40 pp. $2.00 paper
back.

Kenneth E. Rowe, Associate Professor of Church History and
Methodist Librarian at the Theological School of Drew Univeristy, has es
tablished himself as one of the outstanding historians of American United
Methodism. He is highly regarded as an historian, editor and
bibliographer. Although this volume is designed for persons teaching and
taking seminary courses in United Methodist history, clergy and inquiring
laity will also find it quite useful. Six major divisions deal with general
references (including periodicals), history, doctrine, polity, resources for
children and youth, and a basic library for adults.

-Charles Yrigoyen, Jr.

Roscoe E. Plowman, Twice Out ofSight. Berea, Kentucky, 1982. 122 pp.
$6.50. Order from author, 3100 Westport Pike, LaGrange, KY 40031.

These recollections of twelve years as a minister of the Evangelical
Church at Red Bird Mission in the hills of Kentucky bring an insight to the
trials and triumphs in the lives of those people who live in southern Ap
palachia. Mr. Plowman also gives a vivid account of a preacher's life in
this area.

Skipper Steely, Six Months frQm Tennessee. $30.00 (Texas residents add
$1.50 sales tax.). Order from author, Box 94, Paris, TX 75460.

A new volume that gives much general background on conditions at
the first Methodist preaching in Texas, this is the story of the trip from
Tennessee to Texas by the first Methodist family in the state in 1816 or
18 I7-the Claiborne Wright family. Wright and the Rev. William Steven
son, who preached the first Protestant sermon in Texas in the winter of
1815-16 at Old Pecan Point in now Red River County, had been friends
and colleagues on juries in Smith County, Tennessee earlier.
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Rosemary Skinner Keller, Louise L. Queen, Hilah F. Thomas, eds.,
WOlnen in New Worlds, Volume II. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1982.445
pp., including index to both volumes, $13.95.

The two volumes of Women in New Worlds have "arrived" just in
time to help us usher in the Third Century of Methodism and the second
century of "organized women of Methodism"! Both women and men will
gain new insights into our past and understand more clearly the nature of
the call to the new day when the "whole" Church can become the "fully
eqaal" responsibility of both women and men. The exciting and often dis
turbing nature of the content of both Volume I and Volume II will feed
into and enrich these years of celebration-and (hopefUlly) Repentamce!!

In her introduction to Volume II, Rosemary S. Keller reminds us that
both editors and contributors of these two books of history submit to the
general public, the church, and the historical profession the need "to
probe, to perserve, and justly celebrate with thanksgiving the ministries to
and by women in this denominational background. Further, we seek to
stimulate the church and the larger society to examine more fully the dual
heritage of the inclusion and exclusion of women, as individuals and
through institutional movements, in the service of the church."

The publication of this second volume, says Keller, "is itself a notable
event in the recovery of the true and lively' history of the Wesleyan tradi
tion on the one hand, and of women in British, German, and American
religious life on the other. All but three of the forty essays included in the
two volumes were chosen from the almost sixty papers delivered at the
Women in New Worlds Conference in Cincinnati, Ohio, February 1-3,
1980. The conference is noteworthy as the fitst to recover the heritage of
women in a major American denomination, and the first to be sponsored
by a historical agency of a mainline Protestant church, the General Com
mission on Archives and History of The United Methodist Church."

Within this kind of origin and history we as women have new cause
and new calls to commit ourselves to make sure that the new century
ahead-amid the potential changes on the horizon-brings new forms of
justice and wholeness with a basic equality that insures full respon~ibility

to both men and women in the total life of the church. Such an urgent
achievement must encompass both lay and clergy women in every dimen
sion of power, ministry and service.

This "new arrival"-Volume II-captures within its pages exciting
stories of women's experiences not previously available in such usable con
tent. For example, how much do most of us really know about John
Wesley's attitude toward women? Or, what really happened to wives of
clergy back when clergy women were completely outside the fold? Such
knowledge might encourage us to usher in with greater speed some new
roles and new welcomes for clergy wives, clergy women-and clergy
husbands!!-today! The story of John's mother, Susanna Wesley, records
her role as "Puritan, Parent, Pastor, Protagonist, Pattern"!

,
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Many people will also rejoice in the stories of the role of three dis
tinguished Methodist women in the Civil Rights movement between 1920
and 1970, along with some great historical roots of the missionary enter
prise of the Twentieth Century women's movement.

Possibly the greatest challenge of all will come as both individuals and
organized groups of Methodist women begin with new urgency to plan and
utilize new ways of "gathering" and safeguarding their roots and branches
of history, both locally and at various levels of the connectional structures.
After all, we are fed and watered through the roots and branches of our
history as we move into the new century!

-Thelma Stevens
Asheville, NC

Clarence E. Walker, A Rock in a Weary Land: The African Methodist
Episcopal Church During the Civil War and Reconstruction. Baton
Rouge, Louisiana: Louisiana State University Press, 1982, 157 pp.

In substance and scope, A Rock in a Weary Land is actually a power
ful account of how the African Methodist Episcopal Church strove to ad
dress the spiritual and temporal needs of black people from its inception in
1816 to the end of Radical Reconstruction. The pdsitions taken by
Richard Allen and the early A.M.E. Church with regard to critical con
cerns like colonization, moral reform, self-help, and group identity and
solidarity are discussed in such a way as to bear out Walker's contention
that "the political thrust of the A.M.E. Church remained strong."
Walker's discussion along these lines also offers a direct challenge to the
widely-held conception of black religion as an opiate for the masses.

The main focus of the study is the missionary work of the A.M.E.
Church among blacks in the South during and after. the Civil War. Much
attention is given to Daniel Payne, R. H. Cain, Henry M. Turner, and
many other A.M.E. clergy and lay persons who took the message of God's
love and the promise of salvation to America's poor, deprived, and sinful
freedmen and women. The author describes such missionary activity as "a
specific version of American 'civil religion' "-that is, "the carrying out of
God's will on earth." This is to say that A.M.E.s were guided by a black
messianic vision which compelled them to look upon themselves as in
struments of God's providence dedicated to uplifting not only the
freedmen and women in the South, but also black people throughout
America and ultimately the world. In emphasizing this fact, however, the
author seems unmindful that this black messianic vision was not exclusive
to the A.M.E. Church, but was shared to some extent by all black
churches which undertook the heavy responsibility of elevating black peo
ple in the South during and after the Civil War.

The book contains an excellent account of the problems which
blunted the missionary success of the A.M.E. Church in the South, SU9h as
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financial difficulties, competition from other black churches, the opposi
tion of Southern whites to A.M.E. missionaries, the obstructionist tactics
of the Northern Methodist Episcopal Church, and the resistance on the
part of southern black preachers and their followers who felt threatened by
what they regarded as A.M.E. interference and encroachment. Despite
such difficulties" writes Walker, Hthe A.M.E. Church did reach large
numbers of freedmen who responded to its program of uplift and dis
cipline."

Other interesting topics treated in the book include: African in
fluences on black religion, the essential lineaments and nature of slave
religion, the shifting positions taken by A.M.E.s with respect to the Civil
War, the introduction of black wQmen preachers to the A.M.E. Church at
the beginning of the nineteenth century, and the reaction of black ~hurch

women to the presence of white women in their congregations. '
The author has made good use of bothprim,ary and secondary

sources. His scholarly examination and use of nineteenth century editions
of the A.M.E. Christian Recorder, the oldest continuous black publication
in America, amounts to a major achievement.

In summary, the Walker study constitutes a significant contribution
to our effort to uncover more information about the black church during
the Civil War and Reconstruction.

-Lewis V. Baldwin
Colgate University

Virginia Gatch Markham, John Baldwin and Son Milton Come to Kan
sas: An Early History ofBaldwin City, Baker University and Methodism
in Kansas. Baldwin City: Baker University, 1982.371 pp. Order from the
University.

Virginia Markham has assembled a wealth of primary materials
relating to Kansas, to Baker University and to the Baldwin family. At first
glance the volume appears to be a hodgepodge of journals, letters and mis
cellaneous documents. On closer scrutiny, however, one finds the thread
weaving it all together. The selected bibliography and index are especially
helpful and the numerous illustrations are quite valuable.
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