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T.Otto Nall, Builder of Br.idges, a Biography of Roy Hunter Short. The
Upper Room, Nashville, 1980. 222 pages.

This book is a brief, appreciative biography of the, s.~nior bishop in
I the Southeastern Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church. In

fairness to the author, it is in order to say that he maintains reasonable
objectivity in appraising the life and work of his colleague.

Some who have known Bishop Short for many years, but did not
serve under him and were not closely associated with· him on church
boards and committees, will be interested to learn that he demonstrated
marked ability and acceptability as a boy preacher of 17.

Roy Short was appointed pastor of one of the strongest churches in
the Louisville Conference at 28, was a presiding elder at 32, editor of the
Upper Room at 41, and was elected bishop at 45. In twenty-four years as
an active episcopal leader he served the Florida, Louisville, and Nashville
areas. During the last sixteen of those years he held the responsible
position of Secretary of the Council of Bishops. He authored six books,
four of them since retirement in 1972.

,Because of Bishop Short's long service as Secretary of the Council of
Bishops, and because of the author's membership in that august body
most of that time, the reader will get some interesting insights, especially
in Chapter 10, into the Council and how it operates.

The reader may note some min~r errors in the book. On page 26 the
reference apparently is to H. C., and not H. Q., Morrison, and on page
141 it should read Walt Holcomb, not Walt Whitman.

Albea Godbold
Lake Junaluska, N. C.

Ellen Jane Lorenz, Glory, Hallelujah! The Story of the Campmeeting
Spiritual. Nashville: Abingdon, 1980, 144pp., $5.95. ,

In Glory Hallelujah! Ellen Jane Lorenz draws from her extensive
knowledge of early American church music to tell the story of a new kind
of spiritual music - a music born in the camp meetings of America. But
more, she' traces the wider intriguing story of the early Kentucky camp
meetings, around 1800, that became so popular that soon every state in
the still new country began to have camp meetings as a part of the
religious activity of the day. What actually happened in these highly
moving camp services comes to life for the reader of Glory Hallelujah!
Dr. Lorenz takes the reader inside the camp meeting experience through
extensive descriptions and quotations from those who were first-hand
witnesses.

We also learn what a large place music played in these gatherings.
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The choruses and songs of the camp meetings have been described as the
"spiritual arrow·s of God's grace." Camp meeting music dilfered from the
customary psalm singing of the churches. The new dimensions introduced
were destined to have an impact on all our hymnody.

Dr. Lorenz skillfully shows how this informal body of choruses,
spirituals and camp meeting hymns borrowed secular tunes, well known
in that day, to "cheat Satan out of both tune and singers. " First published
as early as 1784, this music with little modification continues to be used in
such diverse contemporary settings as charis·matic meetings,
congregational participation in Roman Catholic churches, and "hap
penings" such as the mammoth Woodstock rock concert in 1969.

Glory Hallelujah! shows the relationship and differences in the
music of the wilderness camp meetings, northern and southern camps,
the city revivals under the leadership of evangelists such as CharlesG.
Finney,ana~ontainsadiscussion of the important influence the Negro
spirituals had in this setting. Camp meetings were attended by old and
young, male and female, black and white. They proclaimed by word,
music, and deed that the Christian gospel was God's loving offer of grace
to all who, in repentance and faith, would come to Him!

Dr. Ellen Jane Lorenz' impressive study Glory Hallelujah! helps the
reader understand, and feel, what the camp meeting movement was all
about. The last section of the book provides examples with both words
and music enabling the reader to play, or sing, those spiritual songs that
were so mightily u~ed of God in the early camp meetings. Those who
heard this near-celestial music exclaimed: "The very forest seems alive
with the great volume of singing!·" "This singing issues not from the
mouth or the nose, but f.rom the breast, in a curious way,and it sounds
like a choir of the angelic host." "And when the holy song rises from a
thousand voices and floats out upon the stillness of the night air, the
listener must feel that surely such a place is holy ground."

Dr. Lorenz has plowed new ground in giving us this study of the
American camp meeting and this exploration of the wealth of music we
have in this rich stream of our spiritual heritage.

Joe Hale
World Methodist Council

The Lutheran Historical Conference. Essays and Reports, 1978. Vol.
VIII. 81. Louis: Lutheran Historical Conference, 1979, 136 pp., $7.50
plus 755 postage. (Order from Concordia Historical Institute, 801 De
Mun Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63105.)

This is a volume of essays and reports presented at the ninth
biennial meeting of the Lutheran Historical Conference and is the
eighth in a continuing series of historical essays published by th(
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Conference.
Seven historical essays deal primarily with people and agencies

significant to the history of Lutheranism in America. Willima R. Fritz
writes in depth on the role of "G. D. Bernheim, Historiographer of
Southern Lutheranism," and James S. Hamre explores the views <?f
Georg Sverdrup which had great impact on Norwegian Lutheran
polity. Two important Lutheran churchmen are considered in "Franz
August Pieper: Orthodoxist or Confessionalist?" by Roy A. SuelIlow,
and "Paul Henkel, Pioneer Lutheran Missionary" by Richard,H.
Bauer.

Donald L. Huber focuses on "The Galesburg Rule: Occasion for
Theological Conflict and Clarification in Nineteenth Century America.n
Lutheranism," while Robert C. Wiederaenders traces the history of
"Wartburg Seminary Through 125 Years. "For the sixteenth birthday
of the Lutheran Conference August R. Suelflow presents an overview
of the Conference's accomplishments and highlights in his presidential
address.

This new volume also contains the reports of the various com
mittees as well as the business matters dealt with at the Conference
sessions.

The Lutheran Historical Conference founded in 1962, is a forum
for Lutheran archivists, historians and librarians dealing vvith the
history of Lutheranism in America. It is dedicated to the principle that
these three disciplines cooperate to provide a deeper understanding of
Lutheranism through historical research. Membership is open to
Lutheran archivists, historians and librarians working both with ec
Clesiastical structures and in non-Lutheran agencies.




