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Henry J. Young, Major Black Religious Leaders: 1755-1940
(Nashville: Abingdon, 1977). 173 pp. $5.95.

This volume by a professor of theology at the Interdenomina
tional Theological Center in Atlanta consists of twelve brief
chapters, each dealing with a black religious leader. Approximately
one-half of the subjects were born in slavery; however, all except
Nat Turner had obtained freedom before they became active in
religion. All of the men except Marcus Garvey represent the
traditional Protestant denominations-Baptist, Methodist, Pres
byterian, and Protestant Episcopal churches. Leaders of Negro
sects or cults are not included. The earliest of Young's black
spokesmen is Nathaniel Paul, who was born around 1755; the
latest is Garvey, who died in 1940.

T'wo themes characterize these essays; all of the spokesmen
prior to 1865 denounced slavery and were ardent advocates of its
abolition. After the Civil War the major theme stressed by black
religious leaders was Pan-Africanism or the "back to Africa" con
cept, which culminated with the work of Garvey.

Minimal attention is given in this study to biographical data
of the subjects or to the history of black religion in the United
States. The author's aim has been to analyze the theological opin
ions of black leaders and in doing so to refute the idea that black
religion has been "overly emotional . . . exclusively spiritualistic
and heavenly oriented" (p. 14). A second purpose of the author
has been to demonstrate that black religion has always been protest
and liberation oriented, an activistic religion which has constantly
demanded the eradication of social evils such as slavery, injustice,
and discrimination.

It is the author's contention that all black religious spokesmen
have been motivated by an acute sense of social justice and
Christian activism and that they have been primarily concerned
with the elimination of oppression in America. This theme is
reiterated in different essays, whether or not the subject ever
wrote anything of a theological nature.

This book is not overly burdened with theological jargon but
the documentation is rather sparse, for example the most recent
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studies of Richard Allen and Nat Turner are not listed. Garvey
is included as a major religious leader but the church he organized
is not mentioned. There is no index to assist the reader or re
searcher.

The significance of these essays is not their contribution to
an understanding of American Christianity but the insight they
afford to the discipline of Black Theology. The chapters in this
volume comprise an exercise in black theology' and they reveal.
more about present day studies in this area than they do about
black religious leaders of the past.
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W. Harrison Daniel
University of Richmond

The Dissenting Tradition. Edited by C. Robert Cole and Michael
E. Moody (Athens: Ohio University Press. 1975). $13.50

This volume is something of a Festschrift honoring Leland
H. Carlson, former professor of history at Northwestern University
and a specialist in his own right in the field of British Nonconform
ity. Among the dissenters whose works Carlson has edited are
those of Henry Barrow, Thomas Cartwright, John Greenwood, and
Robert Browne.

It can be said that this volume was written by specialists for
specialists; consequently the person who is uninformed and/or
not interested in English Puritanism of the eighteenth and nine
teenth centuries would not likely find this work of any particular
value. The opening essay by Patrick Collinson, while pleading for
a wider understanding of Puritan dissent, fails to convince this
reader that Puritanism can be divorced from ecclesiastical and
sociological relationships. Indeed, if the question is raised concern
ing the dominant theme of the book, there simply is none. In
addition, one wonders that if the writers meant to honor Dr.
Carlson in the best manner, would it not have been preferable to
explore some of those areas which the latter has opened upili his
work with the notable dissenters with whom Dr. Carlson has
labored so faithfully and effectively.

The book is a potpourri of essays, seemingly having grown
out of the personal interests of the essayists. Though not accidental,
it is still personal. This means that the collection honors Dr.
Carlson, and perhaps a few people will be drawn to read it. Add
to this fact the obvious idea that the book has little or no con-
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tinuity, and one comes up with the question whether or not with
concerted effort the writers might have made a significant con
tribution to a tradition in which continuity is difficult to perceive
anyway. With some coordination, the book might have helped by
exploring avenues whereby the Anglican-Puritan tension revealed
in the dissenters points to the chief difficulty concerning the dis- ,
senters: they fit no one pattern, and as a result, it is difficult to
group them together in anything that looks like a dissenting move- ,
ment or tradition.

Of the eleven essays offered here perhaps those of W. D. J.
Cargill Thompson on Sir Francis Knollys (for biography) and,
John W. Wilkes' "The Transformation of Dissent: A Review of
the Change from the Seventeenth to the Eighteenth Century" stand
out as the most hopefully informative. Of the most disappointing,
that of Frederick J. Youngs on "The Tudor Government and Dis
sident Religious Books" stands out.

In summary, it can be said that the volume explores limited
areas of the dissenting tradition in a scholarly way. But it is diffi
cult to see any way in which the essays would appeal to the student
',vho is searching for enlightenment in the area of Puritan (and
other) dissenters.

James H. Overton
Elan College

James F. White, Christian Worship in Transition. Abingdon Press
New York and Nashville, 1976. $6.75.

The author states, in the Preface of this book, that this work
was "originally conceived of as a collection of unconnected essays
on worship" (p. 2); then, he indirectly admits that it is hard even .
for him to remember whether he wrote portions while in Vermont
or while in Texas! The truth is that the n1ain characteristic of the
book lies in its unconnectedness. So much so, in fact, that the:
reader, on completing his reading of the work mayor may not
have gained anything of value to help him understand the current
trends in Christian worship; certainly, nothing even resembling a
pattern of worship comes out of this writing. Certainly, again, one
would not doubt that its author is abreast of his time; he knows
that there is great variety in current forms of Christian worship.
And it is likely that he does not mean to present a pattern; he
appears not even to be in search of one. It's a little like throwing
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t.he pieces of a puzzle together, but not trying to fit them into a
picture. It appears, actually, that the "unconnected" chapters may
just have been put together from classroom notes, with possibly
some incidental research thrown in.

It is to be made clear that the book's faults lie not in the
knowledgeability of Christian worship on the part of the author.
Chapter II, entitled "Basics of Sacramental Theology" aptly sets
forth what the author calls "eight sign-acts" through which God's
love becomes visible to the Christian community. And these are
excellent statements of the author's ideas. However, any pastor who
has ever experimented with various methods of celebrating the
Christian (Protestant?) sacraments could add his own practical
ideas and extend the list of "sign-acts" ad infinitum, and with per
haps a greater practicality.

The second outstanding offering of this work may be found in
Chapter VII, wherein the author offers the reader a rapid survey
of what he calls the "Liturgical Establishment." Almost all ministers
could profit from reading these short summaries of what various
faiths are doing to bring about improvements in the forms of
Christian worship in the Church. The encyclopaedic type informa
tion offered here is valuable, since it, in some instances, gives
names and addresses of denominational groups that are attempt
ing to develop patterns of worship acceptable to modern congre
gations. Such information is good to have at hand for reference.

Outside these two chapters there is perhaps little that the book
has to offer ministers or laymen other than the author's opinions,
and certainly there are enough approaches to Christian worship that
would be acceptable to the average Christian worshipper without
these. Never does the author suggest anything that resembles uni
formity in worship patterns. The multiplicity of worship practices
and patterns can be seen without reading this book. Yet, where
there is both uniformity and multiplicity already, regardless of
our opinions· about these, who will point the Church (ecumenical
or provincial) to a better way? To put it another way, h6",~c can
we combine (if we can) uniformity and multiplicity to achieve
Christian unity in worship? It is not too comforting to be told of
the multiplicity without being directed toward such unity.

James H. Overton
E10n College




