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Tile Tileme of Study for the Woman's
Missionary Society for the Fall of 1940

The Major Textbook---

• UPROOTED AMERICANS: How Can the
Churches Serve Shifting Populations?

Edited by BENSON Y. LANDIS

In broken-down jalopies, in trailers, and afoot, Americans of all ages have taken
to the road. Why are they moving? Where are they going? What are the
churches doing for them? This packet of five pamphlets discusses these ques
tions.

1. THE GENESIS OF THE EXODUS, by Benson Y. Landis.
2. YOUTH ON THE HIGHWAYS, by Margaret Weddell Brandon.
3. THE FAMILY PULLS UP STAKES, by Grace Sloan Overton.
4. THE CHURCH SERVING THE MIGRANTS, by Ethel Prince Miller
5. MINISTERING TO SHIFTING POPULATIONS, by Mark A. Dawber

Sold in packets only, 60 cents

Discussion and Program Suggestions for Adult Groups on "Shifting Popula
tions in America," by Benson Y. Land'is and Avis Harvey. Paper, 25 cents

Supplementary Helps

AT HOME ON THE ROAD
The photographs in this pamphlet show American migra
tory groups and the services of the church among them.
A'valuable suppl('!ment for all grades. Paper, 10 cents

THEY STARVE THAT WE MAY EAT
Compiled by Edith E. Lowry
A study of our two million migratory workers. Illus
trated. Paper, 35 cents

MOVE ON, YOUTH!
By T. Otto NaIl
Youth on the move, hunting a job, a new chance. Churches
on the move, going forward to minister to all whose home
is the road. Based on actual situations, these stories
show the part Christian young people may take in dealing

. with these problems, Cloth, $1.00; paper, 60 cents

Other Reference Material
FOR THE HEALING OF THE NATIONS:

Impressions of Christianity Around the World
By Henry P. Van Dusen

Here is one of the most important books on missions to
appear in recent years, one that will be enthusiastically
read by clergy and laity alike. From firsthand investiga
tion Dr. Van Dusen gives a dramatic and readable account
of the striking results achieved by Christian missions in
the South Sea Islands, Netherlands East Indies, the Philip
pines, China, Japan, and India. Cloth, 1.00; paper, 60 cents

MISSIONARY WORSHIP PROGRAMS
By Bessie L. Dougherty
Ten missionary worship programs, which include stories,
suggestions for dramatizations, choric readings, poems,
prayers, and Scripture passages. Paper, 25 cents

MORE MISSIONARY STORIES TO TELL
Thirty stories adapted for telling to children. Companion
volume to Missi01UL1'Y Stories to Tell .

Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cents

METHODIST PUBLISHINC HOUSE
CUJhitnzore&. C:>rnith. AO£'NTS

NASHVILLE,TENN.""" DALLAS,TEX. ,.".. RICHMOND,VA.
Please Order From Nearest House
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World Outlook and the' Larger Union

WORLD OUTLOOK this month becomes
the official general missionary periodical
of united American Methodism. The

Board of Missions and Church Extension, in the
interests of which this magazine is published, has
been organized. Its new staff is now function
ing. Negotiations are being completed for its
consolidation in the new headquarters. U nifica
tion is an accomplished fact.

The mechanics of the process have entailed
a long, difficult, and sometimes perplexing
routine. The successful completion of this
phase of union is an epoch-making achievement
of ecclesiastical statesmanship.

Now there is a larger and more important
unity to be achieved. It is the inner unity of
spirit and attitude, and the objective unity of
program arid service.

The first should not be difficult. The under
standing already prevalent is a prophecy to that
effect. We have but to know each other better
to insure that beautiful oneness of mind and
heart without which our mechanical merging
would be useless and hopeless.

One who has traveled north, east, south, and
west since the Uniting Conference can but be
gratified,. and pleasantly surprised also, at the
spiritual response of the people everywhere and
the general feeling of gratitude and joy that
Methodists are again together.

Now this mighty Methodist Church must
unite all its energies in a common task of worthy
magnitude. We will not have the fullest unity
until we are ·working together at something big
enough and urgent enough to challenge our
sacrificial devotion.

There is one such task-and only one. It is
the task of Missions.

As the Church now' interprets that term it is
larger and more meaningful than ever before.
Our UNited Board of Missions and Church Ex
tension is its symbol. Missions is the task at
which all men and women unite. I t is neither

'home' nor 'foreign,' but universal. It is the
complete evangelization and Christianization of
every individual everywhere, and of every sec
tion, avenue, and agency of the social life of the
world.

To this task everything else is subordinate.
Into it every other activity should fit. Every
church, Board, and institution must support it.
For it is the ultimate objective of Christianity.
The complete and larger unity of Methodism
will come when unitedly we begin to work, pray,
and give for the World Movement.

It will be the purpose of WORLD OUTLOOK to
represent that World Movement and seek to
unite Methodists in its support. This it has done
in one section of the Church for more than
thirty years. As it enters into a new and larger
relationship, it is resolved to increase its quality
ahd service accordingly.

This periodical aspires to be the Home Jour
nal of Methodism. It wants to go into the midst
of every family. It presents itself on its merits
and asks no other consideration.

In developing a family magazine worthy of
such a Church much remains to be done. Step
by step WORLD OUTLOOK will increase in size,
become more beautiful and colorful, widen the
scope of its news service, add more and more pic
tures, publish more interesting, inspiring, and
informative articles.
,~ \Every dollar it receives will be turned back
into its production; hence, as its circulation
grows its quality will enhance.

On this basis, then, WORLD OUTLOOK bows to
its larger constituency and asks support. It
wants a hundred thousand readers at once from
those areas where its name is not yet a Methodist
household word. It appeals for the help of all in
terested persons in securing them. And it dedi
cates itself anew to the task of worthily represent
ing the World Movement of Methodism and
rallying all the people to the supremely impor
taht task of world evangelism.

,
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Seasonal workers in the beet fields of the great West Girl chopping sugar beets in a Western state

In Migrant Land
By Benjamin F. Farber, Jr.

OUT of the strain and struggle of textile
strikes, out of humid factories, away from
the crush of mill towns where unions rule

the body and machinery governs the spirit, out of
Massachusetts and into Florida by bus went Grace,
a nineteen-year-old girl, to live in the open and to
pick the crops.

Out of the frying pan and imo the fire she went!
Flo~icla, where Grace sought refuge, presents a

pretty picture to farm workers as well as million
aires. The Everglades around large Lake Okeecho
bee have been reclaimed from swamp land into rich
vegetable soil, as black as licorice and just as juicy~

From this section and from an area around Pompano
on the lower east shore come our fresh beans and
celery, our cabbages and peas during the snowy
months. These crops grow quickly and beautifully.
For miles they extend like millions of light green
railroad tracks merging on the horizon.

The earth is beautiful, but the life of those closest
to it isn't!

Grace found thousands there ahead of her, most
of them veteran migrants from other states-from
the beet fields of Michigan, from the cranberry bogs
of New Jersey, from the tobacco plants in the Caro
linas. She found, too, that white people don't work
in the fields in Florida, not unless they have to.
They work in the packing houses along endless
belts. There the vegetables pass before them con
stantly, while they select and strip and grade the
crops according to size. The wage is stable, good
season or bad-it's twenty-five cents an hour. The
colored labor in the fields collects less than that
pnce.

The growers and the packing houses aren't try
ing to 'stick' the migrants; they know how impor
tant are these seasonal fingers. But farming in this
district is a gambl,~, first against the weather and
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then against the market. Recurrent sensational re
ports of 'unexpected' frosts to the contrary and not
withstanding, every farmer in Florida learns to
expect not one but several 'freezes' yearly. Natural
ly, the intensity varies and consequently the losses
are never identical from year to year. Occasionally,
one whole crop is skipped by a freak of the frost,
and, if it all ripens at the same time, there is a
glut on the market, gravitating prices downward
until the farmers sometimes wish there had been a
freeze to save them the trouble and final loss. Then
again, while other fields are frozen, one farmer
miraculously 'escapes.' His crop is priceless. This
is the one chance in a thousand that looms hugely
in every O'Ivner's mind until it becomes a fever.

But good or bad, as the market prices may be,
pickers and packers receive the same wages. Of
course, the catch here is simply that since wages
depend solely on time, when there is no work after
a general freeze, there are no wages. Thus does the
weather man level all beings, though usually the
owners are better able to withstand the shock than
their employees.

In this risky business Grace got a job. She stood
by a belt and with nimble fingers quickly became
expert at stripping celery of its outer leaves. Some
times she selected potatoes, just out of the harsh
smelling chemical bath, and graded them for pack
ing according to size. The bad ones she put aside
in a special box. Later, she and her fellow-workers
could take a share of these home. Free vegetables,
whether merely out of shape or really overripe, are
free vegetables in any migrant's language.

Grace's biggest problem was where to live. She
found most of the white migrants living in the same
home they had when they traveled: either a tent or
the back of a truck. Some chose shacks in one of
several camps, different only in name. All of these
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Shack in Migrant Workers' Selllement A migrant family en route At home in a migrant worker's shack

were flimsy wooden, one-room structures, each with
a creaky door and wooden windows. They stood in
rows along a field's edge or in the shadow of a big
packing house, Broad, muddy ruts served as roads,
as yards, and as space for the washing. Garbage and
refuse piles grew beside these huts, enriching the
soil and infecting human bodies. Each place had a
smell of its own-none pleasant. These shacks
rented for eight, ten, or twelve dollars a month,
depending upon the floor space and the conscience
of the owner.

Off by itself, hidden by high stalks of sugar cane
growing wild at the corner of a bean field, was the
hut which Grace finally found and fixed as her
own. With bits of tar paper for the roof, broken
glass for the windows, and fruit boxes for furniture,
she made a home out of practically nothing. During
the first two winters, she paid five dollars a month
rent, but when the field changed hands, the new
owner let her have it free.

Thus she lived and worked for several years,
moving to Georgia to pick peaches in the summer,
sometimes picking cotton in Alabama, but always
returning to Florida for the winter. For a while
she was married, but the unstable life and poor liv-

CUlling celery in the celery fields of Florida
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ing conditions proved too great a handicap. Her
husband left shortly before Grace had a child. She
had it in a charity ward, but despite the poor con
ditions and her sordid life, Grace found this experi
ence thrilling. For days she considered the problem
df a name, finally deciding upon Dawn as the single
most beautiful thing she had eyer seen. Perhaps it
also seemed significant.

Returning from the hospital to her shack by the
side of the field, Grace immediately sought and
found work, for the season was good at that time. It
was not long, however, before a cold spell set in
and, without heat or woolen blankets, Grace feared
for her baby, Dawn. Thus, by appealing to the
authorities, she discovered the recent establishment
of a nursery to take care of just such children as hers.

This nursery is one of a considerable number in
many parts of the country from Florida and New
Jersey in the East to California and Oregon in the
West. A graduate registered nurse is in charge and
her salary is paid by the Council of Women for
Home Missions and the Home Missions Council,
supported, in turn, by the contributions of the
home missionary boards of various denominations
among which are the Methodists. The building now
used for the nursery to which Grace came is owned
})y the American Legion which has made it avail
ahle for this service during the past two -\vinters.
Here the nurse and several helpers, including a
cook, keep migrant children day and night, at a
charge of twenty-five cents to the parents for each
child. Obviously, this does not cover the expense,
for which contributions come from packing houses,
growers, interested local individuals, and even some
of the town stores. Here is fine co-operation, not
distrust or disinterest. The misery of uncared-for
children is a challenge to give them the home they
need, the food they lack.

Thus, Grace's baby rests between sheets in a
sunny corner of the nursery. Good food and plenty
of it has brought a bloom to her cheeks. At first, it
was hard for Grace to be away from Dawn, but now
she agrees on her frequent visits that it is by far the
best way out. [Continued on jJage 38]
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Our
First Foreign
Missionary

as any I had heard. The calrimess, the sweet, un
rumed peace and the inward satisfaction which I
felt, after the 'services were over, I can never forget.'

In March, 1821, Cox became a local preacher
and in 1822 was admitted on trial in the New Eng
land Conference. His first appointment was the
Exeter Circuit, in Maine. In 1823 he was sent to
the Buxton Circuit and in 1824 to the Kennebunk
Circuit. These were difficult circuits to serve and
,Cox suffered privations typical of frontier Meth
odism. His salary was so meager that he had to
supplement it by private tutoring and public lec
tures.

In May, 1825, because of overwork and exposure
Cox became ill. He was compelled to cease preach
ing, and became the proprietor of a bookstore in
Hallowell. This business venture proved a failure,
and when his health did not improve Cox was ad
vised by friends to seek a better climate. In Novem
ber, 1826, he sold his property at a loss and 'with
out a decent suit of clothes and with borrowed
money to pay his passage,' left Hallowell for the
milder climate of the South. Although Cox did not
realize it, he was suffering from tuberculosis.

In search of health Cox went as far south as Balti
more. He tried to preach, but he wrote, 'My lungs
are still too weak to speak ,,,ith ease.' In November,
1828, he became editor of a new Methodist periodi
cal, The Itinerant) published at Baltimore. It was de-

Dr. Paul Neff Garber. Professor of Church History
in the School of Religion at Duke University

METHODISM was not strong in Maine. At
Hallowell, Maine, on November 9, 1799,
Melville B. Cox, first foreign missionary of

American Methodism, was born. His formal educa
tion was confined a few months each year in the
district schools, but he showed an interest in books
and as his informal education continued he was a
helper in a bookstore. The bookstore was his li
brary.

Through the influence of his mother, Melville
early evinced an interest in religion. When eighteen
years oid he became a member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, writing in his diary:. 'In July,
1818, God,' for Christ's sake, forgave my sins and
imparted to my soul "peace and joy in the Holy
Ghost." ,

In 1820 Cox became convinced of a call to preach,
and on December seventeenth he preached his first
sermon, of which he gives the following account:
'December 17, 1820, is a memorable day to me. I
rode out to Readfield and by the advice of Reverend
James Williams, attempted for the first time to
preach. The meeting was held in Carleton's school
house. I trembled so that I could scarcely see a
letter in the hymnbook, till I rested my hand upon
the pulpit. Text': "Trust ye in the Lord forever;
for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength."
The text I thought quite as applicable to myself

6 [ 334 ] WORLD' OUTLOOK
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signed to answer attacks that were being made upon
the polity of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The
task, however, proved more laborious than profit
able, for in 1830 Cox declared that he was in debt,
being 'about 1,000 dollars poorer than when I com
menced my editorial labors.'

While in Maryland Cox met Miss Ellen Crom
well, and on February 7, 1828, they were married.
In the midst of their domestic happiness an epi
demic descended upon the home, resulting in the
death of Mrs. Cox and their only child. Cox wrote
in his diary: 'Surely I have passed (if it were right
to call afflictions such) a moonless night, the year
that is gone (1830). Three brothers-in-law, a dear
wife, and a sweet little child have followed each
other to the grave in rapid and melancholy SllC

cession.' .
The death of Ris wife and daughter, the financial

loss in his editorial venture, and continued illness
caused Cox to leave Maryland and to go farther
south. Several secular positions were offered but
none satisfied him for, despite his bad health while
in the ministry, he had never been happy since
leaving it. He regretted that he had located. He
wrote: 'Had I not, I might, to be sure, have been
in my grave, but I believe it would have been a
triumphant end..... My impression is, that I was
not only called to the ministry but there to spend
my life-there to die.' In February, 1831, Cox sud
denly resolved 'to go and offer myself, all broken
down as I am, to the Virginia Conference. If they
will receive me, I will ask for an effective .relation.
Then, live or die, if the Lord will, I shall be in the
traveling connection. Out of it, I am unhappy;
and if not watchful, I may wander from the sim
plicity of the Gospel.'

Cox was thrilled when the Virginia Conference
acimitted him and gave him an appointment to
I\aleigh, North Carolina. He hastened to Raleigh,
alld on February nineteenth, he wrote in his diary:
"J oday, for the first time for months, have I at-

Dressed in the latest styles. these do honor to the prowess of
the son of a chieftain who has slain a lion with his spear

Melville B. Cox. the first foreign missionary of
American Methodism

tempted to preach the Gospel of Christ. I went to
the pulpit with some sense, I trust, of the divine
presence and preached from-HIs the Lord among
us or not?" . Cox made a valiant attempt to serve
his pastorate in Raleigh, but he suffered from pain
in his lungs, eyes, and back, and was often pros
trated at the close of a sermon and for weeks would
be unable to enter the pulpit. Within several
months his health became SO' depleted that he was
compelled to discontinue his work. Concerning his
Raleigh experience he afterwards said: 'I was sta
tIoned at Raleigh and preached and prayed as long
as I could keep from my bed. My time of effective
service was short. I preached but little after the first
of May. But some souls were converted; enough to
satisfy me that I had followed the leadings of Provi
dence, though it had cost me my life.'

Despite physical weakness, Cox refused to give
up his determination to preach. He realized that
another change of climate was necessary, but refus
ing to forsake the ministry, he began to think of
going as a missionary to a country of warm climate.
He felt that in a foreign country his health might
be restored, but there was a more basic reason for
the decision. 'I long to preach the Gospel to those
who have never heard it. My soul burns with im
patient desire to hold up the cross of Christ on mis
sionary ground.' His first thought was of South
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America; at the Virg-inia Conference of 1831, there
fore, Cox proposed to Bishop Elijah Hedding that
he be sent there as a missionary. To the request the
bishop replied: 'How would Liberia suit you? We
have lately been searching for a man for Africa.'
Cox's reply was, 'If the Lord will, I think I shall go.'

On June 22, 1832, the bishops notified Cox of

8

Warriors in full
dress in an
African village

© Undonvood & ll'n
denvood. N. Y.

A Congo Belle,
Bibanga, Africa

Djienga Pierce and family in front of his church at Unya
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his appointment as miSSIOnary to Liberia, and he
thus received the honor of being the first foreign
missionary of American Methodism.

The American people had become interested in
Liberia through the attempt to colonize emanci
pated slaves. In 1816 the American Colonization
Society had been founded, for the purposes of as
sisting free Negroes to return to Africa and of found·
ing there a Republic for them. Outstanding Ameri
can leaders sponsored the movement, and it had the
endorsement of many religious bodies. It was felt
by the churches that the return of emancipated
slaves to Africa would be a missionary enterprise,
because these Negroes could aid in Christianizing
and civilizing the native Africans. Henry Clay had
declared: 'Every emigrant to Africa is a missionary
carrying with him credentials in the holy cause of
civilization, religion, and free institutions.'

The federal government became involved in the
project when Congress, in 1819, gave the President
authority to seize any African slaves who were being
smuggled into the country, to return them to Africa,
and to establish an agency on the African coast for
the support of those persons until they could be
sent back to their homes or could provide for them
selves.

In February, 1820, the first colonists sailed from
America in the 'Elizabeth' for the west coast of Africa.
On this ship there were eighty-eight free Negroes.
Other expeditions followed; but difficulties were en·
countered, and it was not until 1822 that a per
manent settlement was made in what is now Liberia.
It was given the name Liberia-'land of freedom'
and the capital' was named Monrovia after Presi
dent James Monroe. By 1867 the American govern
ment and the American Colonization Society had
returned about 20,000 freedmen to Liberia, and the
Society during this period had expended $2,558,907.
In 1847 Liberia declared its independence and drew
up a constitution modeled upon that of the United
States.

On board the 'Elizabeth' there were a number of
Methodist Negroes. One of these was Daniel Coker;
a local preacher. During the voyage a small group
of these members, under Coker's leadership, organ
ized a Methodist church; and thus organized Meth
odism reached Liberia. Coker may be considered
the father of Methodism in Liberia.

The announcement of Coker's action aroused in
American Methodists a special interest in Liberia.
This interest was heightened by the request of the
struggling group in Liberia for a white missionary.
This was approved at the General Conference of
1820 and at the next three General Conferences,
but the lack of funds and of candidates delayed the
undertaking. In order to expedite the project the
Young Men's Methodist Missionary Society of New
York City offered to furnish the funds. When Cox
was finally appointed, this Society paid the expenses
of his passage and assumed [Continued on page 40]
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German bombs killed ten occupants of the building in which this Polish boy lived.
The canary in a cage was the only possession saved from the ruins of his home

When WarsGvw Fell
By Ellen Newby

r .:
i

were together, and I can truthfully say that there
were many times in that period when I felt grateful
to the Providence that gave me Ruth, with her prac
tj:cal resourcefulness, as a companion during such
trying times.

From the Netherlands, we went to the Methodist
Conference in Copenhagen where we were enter
tained in the home of a lovely Danish family, which,
by the "Tay, had once lived in Los Angeles. Also at
the Figge home were a young minister from Madeira
and a woman from Macedonia, Yugoslavia. Later
in \J\Tarsaw, Ruth and I received a warm invitation
from the Figges to come to them if ever we needed
a place of refuge.

We left Copenhagen, Ruth and I, taking the lit
tle steamer down to Warnemunde. We chatted with
Dr. Bartak of Prague, Dr. Thonger of Brussels, and
some friends from Italy, making plans for future
meetings. En route to Warsaw, we passed through
Berlin, where although it rained during the twenty
four hours we were there, we decided to do a bit of

WHEN I said farewell to fellow-Methodists in
Copenhagen in August of last year, if I had
not been so ignorant about the shadows of

coming events, I might have read in some of the
serious faces the knowledge that it was perhaps a
real farewell.

When Bishop Moore wrote me, a year ago last
March, about going to Poland, I knew at once that
that was what I was going to do. I not only would
accept, but the prospect pleased me greatly. With
happy anticipation of my stay in Warsaw as a
teacher in the English Language College, I sailed
July 15 on the 'Aquitania.' After a day in Paris, I
went to Amsterdam to attend the World Youth
Conference as a delegate from Poland. I arrived at
the auditorium as the various national delegations
were being introduced, and was in time to see Ruth
Lawrence, directress of the English Language Col
lege, stand when Poland was called. I quickly made
my way to where she Was and introduced myself.
From then, until I left Warsaw, April 17, 1940, we
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Wreckage of a Jewish Children's Home in Warsaw, Poland,
.where a number of lillIe,children were killed by German bombs

@ Planet News. Ltd.. (rom Acme

exploring on foot. We thought we were in great
good luck to accidentally arrive at the J'omb of the
Unknown Soldier in time to witness the changing
of the guard. That night, August 9, we left for War
~aw from a station crowded with soldiers. (The
border town through which we entered Poland was
closed a week later.) However, in Warsaw, we en
joyed a period of real 'California sunshine,' and
Ruth and I happily set· about the task of getting
the apartment ready. It had just been redecorated
and Ruth had waited for my coming before getting
the necessary new furniture.

I did very little sight-seeing at first, expecting
within the following three years to become familiar
with the many objects of interest in this beautiful
city, but we did vis'it the Saxon palace and the sum
mer palace and the Old Town Square with its
houses with painted fronts; and we rode in a
doroszka down beautiful Aleja Ujazdowski to a cof
fee house surrounded by a quaint garden.

I started my Polish lessons immediately and on
the first Sunday in Warsaw attended our Chapel,
and was bold enough to try to sing the hymns and
to read the Apostle's Creed and Lord's Prayer in
Polish. Luckily, the Poles were very kind and well
mannered and seemingly took no notice of my mis
takes; Anyone knowing the Polish language can tell
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you how far astray one can go when the words are
pronounced as they appear to an American. As the
organ was -played for congregational singing, I was
thrilled. to recognize some old favorite Methodist
hymn tunes.

Meanwhile, we were becoming aware of the grow
ing political tension. We had no radio, but Ruth
faithfully translated the daily newspapers for me.
Desiring to co-operate in every way, we dutifully
laid in food supplies for two weeks, and pasted strips
of paper on our windows. This latter measure was
designed to save the windows from shattering be
cause of nearby explosions. (Since this task was
my lot, I did what I considered a good job, but ivas
rather chagrined some weeks later upon returning
to the apartment to find every windmv gone in our
two front rooms.)

As it grew closer to September 1, and with it the
realization of what would very likely come, we
became somewhat anxious when we learned that no
gas masks were available, and that it would take at
least six weeks to get them, all of which worried
us, since people had been warned not to go ou t on
the streets without a mask.

Ruth had told me about the air-raid drillsl So
when the first alarm came on September 1, we
thought it was merely a precautionary measure and
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stood at our front windows to see what was going Mother Mary to save and protect them. We had no
on outside. We saw nothing that day, but on the way to estimate how long the besieged city could
second day, we were kept busy rushing to the win- hold out, and had to depend upon the grapevine
dows to see the show. I was quite excited and circuit to inform us of the situation in ,.varsaw.
thought it much better than a football game, to see We hardly realized then that five weeks would
planes wheeling high in the air; but when three elapse before we could return. Personally, I had
planes went over our building so low that I saw the no concern whatever for the ultimate outcome to
Nazi insignia, I awakened to a realization of the myself, because I always h;d the feeling of being

. cold fact that a war was going on. led by the hand. Everything we did while in the
On September 3, England declared war, and this country seemed to be a preparation for the winter

news came to us immediately after the morning. in Warsaw, although we did not realize it at the
church service. Going outside, we watched happy time. Often I had a feeling of unreality, as though
throngs of people parading in the streets. Churning I was merely a spectator at an amazing stage play.
crowds surged past the British Embassy, saluting We tramped from village to village trying to
the Ambassador who stood on the balcony to receive avoid being caught between the Polish and German
their cheers. They shouted for England and France armies, and faring as best we could until the day
and later marched to the Czechoslovakia building when we understood that we could go back to War-
crying, 'Long live a free Czechoslovakia.' And then saw.
the crowds, keyed up to the highest pitch emotion- We set out in two wagons in the pouring rain on
ally, sang their anthem, 'Poland Is Not Yet Con- October 9. That nig-ht we stayed in the home of a
quered.' kindly Jew-and slept in a :"cd for the first time since

No raids came that day until 5 o'clock in the leaving. The second day, traveling along Grochowia
afternoon. Then people began to stream in from Street in a peasant wagon, our hearts were more
the suburbs, especially from Wola. To us came than sad, and at times our emotion amounted to
Cesak, our fireman, with his family, quite shaken panic as we saw this once proud and glorious city
by the partial des.truction of their home. in ruins; and as we rode along Marszalkowska Street,

On the night of September 5, Mr. Warfield, our at the end of which was Plac Zbawiciela-our square
District Superintendent, told us that if we would -we prayed that our hOf!le might have been spared.
go up on the roof, we could see on three sides the Looking .for the landmark of the two towers on the
lights of the advandng German army. Next day, church across from our building, we noticed only
the American Consul, Mr. George Haering, pur- one tower remaining, and that the lovely old church
suaded us to take the train for Brest-Litovsk in the was badly damaged. After an interminable wait, we
East toward Russia.. arrived at Mokotowska 12 to find it injured but still

After we waited in the station all night, our ill- standing and liveable. 'Ve were told later that four
fated train, the last to leave Warsaw, finally got incendiary bombs had fallen on the roof without ex-

.underway; crowded to its utmost capacity. Plat- ploding. One of our Catholic friends remarked that
forms, corridors-every available space was occupied, the Methodists had good 'protection.'
even the lavatories. 'Ve found that Mr. Warfield was missing, so Ruth

Our train had hardly left the station before it was took over the administration of the mission work in-
stopped by bombers who came overhead with the cluding the starting of repairs on the building,
explicit object of wrecking the train and tracks. while I put into practice what I had learned about
,.ve soon learned that we were preceded by a hos- Polish cooking in the country and did the house-
pital train and followed by a troop train. Our prog- Jseeping, surprising our girl with my increased
ress was maddeningly slow because the attacks of Palish vocabulary. The English Language College
enemy planes became more frequent as time passed. was given permission to open November 15, and
Often we had to wait for the tracks to be repaired many eager students had been registered but the
before going on. At the end of the second day, we evening of the fourteenth we were told that this
had gone about thirty miles and after a particularly would be impossible.
heavy bombing, Ruth and I. together with some In November, we were happy to welcome Mr.
kind Polish people who had befriended us, decided vVarfi.eld back to Mokotowska 12, after a harrowing
to leave the train and get as far away from the rail- time in Russian prison camps. We were glad lor a
road tracks as possible. Many people we met felt place to which our friends in ruined Warsaw might
such deep concern that Ruth and I-Americans,- come and enjoy with us the warmth of an open fire-
should be caught in this maelstrom. They seemed to place. It made us feel that we were doing a little
feel that somehow they were to blame for the situ- good, as they would invariably exclaim, 'Warm,
ation. The first night we spent in the home of a warm!' before settling down to talk about the war,
Catholic priest, and we were grateful for straw to about miracles that had happened. We know that
sleep on. Our host was very grave and felt a deep nothing can overcome the spirit of that fine and
responsibility for those who, at the sound of an air- gifted people, the people who know God's earth, as

I raid alarm, knelt in a circle about him. imploring their name sig-nifies, the People of the Fields.
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Methodist Women Uniting
By Sara Estelle Haskin

At the Uniting Conference held in Kansas City (1939)
a Joint Committee on Missions and Church Extension was
authorized and appointed. Later the women on the commit
tee were constitl:1ted the Woman's Section of the Joint Com
mittee on Missions and Church Extension. This committee
was composed of representatives from the woman's societies
within 'the three uniting branches of Methodism. We are
seeking here to give our readers a glimpse of the spirit and
process of union as it has become a reality within this group.
The members of the Woman's Section were asked to write
what was to them the high points in this uniting experience.
These experiences and opinions are embodied in this article,
thus becoming the composite message of the group.

THE story of Methodist women uniting began
~t least a year prior to the meeting of the Un~t

mg Conference. The groups of Methodist·
women had been studying one another's work for
months before the last of the three Methodisms
authorized union. After the ratification of union by
all three branches, groups began to come together
seeking not only to get acquainted but also to begin
the process of thinking together. The nucleus was
formed when the presidents of the national organ
izations began their meetings. It was not long, how
ever, until this group ·wasenlarged. The first en
larged group met in Chicago and memories of that
meeting are still vivid to many. We all believed in
union and had looked forward to it with highest
hopes. But now-we were up against realities. The
brethren had asked often: 'What are we going to
do with the women in the new Church?' That was
not after all their question. It was ours. What ,vere
we going to do with one another,? We wondered as
we sat around the table and began the process of
unifying ourselves. The following words of one of
that first group give us a picture of the situation:
'I presume all of us are looking backward to those
first meetings when we did not know each other
very' well and wondered just how we would enjoy
working together. We recall ~he first meetings in
Chicago when we sized each other up. I would like
to .call names this morning as I think back over
those early days and tell how the President of the
Convention of the Methodist Protestant Church ex
plained with so much enthusiasm the plan of that
church which was 'one Board for all of the Church
connectional activities' and how the President of
the Southern Church could scarcely keep her

seat in her anxiety to tell how beautifully the
united missionary program worked in the
southern branch. Then how the two presi
dents of the Northern Church put up their
claims' in order to prove that they had been
~ble to do bigger and better things by work
ing separately.'

A person from another group says,. con
cerning these first contacts: 'There was ap
parent at first a disposition to feel that certain
interests must be defended and protected. We
each had or seemed to have a desire to pro
tect our own-there were values in our re
spective ways of doing things which we must
be sure to impress on the others.'

But time began to <:1.lange the whole spirit
ual atmosphere when in the words of one:
'My ideas und~rwent considerable change as
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Mrs. J. W. Perry

Mrs. J. W. Shell
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(Reserve)
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Mrs. Frederick F. Lindsay

Mrs. Byron Wilson
(Co-opted)

Mrs. W. J. Piggott
(Reserve)

Mrs. M. C. Slutes

Mrs. 1. W. Downs

Mrs. A'. E. Beebe
,(Reserve)

we women met time after time in committees. At
first our ways were so different, our judgments so
divergent, our convictions so fixed that it seemed
to me the task of harmonizing the Disciplines ,vas
likely to be less difficult than that of harmonizing
the disciples. Even our vocabularies had to be har
monized. Words did not have the same meaning
and connotation in the different groups and led to
,confusion until interpreted. It was right that each
tried to conserve the values for which she felt're
sponsible. It was right that she should try to com
mend them to others. No one in the group was a
"mush of concession." But somehow, as we pooled
our judgments, prayed over our differences, grew
in appreciation of one another, there began to
emerge corporate judgments and a spiritual ,unity
which was the surest evidence of God's blessing on
our work.'

Another says: 'It was interesting to see 'the process'
of growth as we worked together: Group thinking
found a solution of a vexing problem often in an
illumiriating flash of insight. Old loyalties were
merged in new interests in this process. Responsi
bility for the total program of the Church by every

14 [ 342 ]

member of the Church became more important
than any individual or any organization.'

It was remarkable the change that came after the
Uniting Conference when the officially designated
group made up largely of the same women began
to work. The sense of loyalty to what the Church
had decided changed the attitude of defense to that
of a great co-operative and creative effort. This is
borne out by the experiences of many who have
spoken of this marked change:

'As the process of unifying continued, I was con
vinced of a real sense of oneness among the three
groups. I had a growing sense of the greatness of
the gains through unified effort, and began to sense
the loss that would come to us if in any way our
uniting should be thwarted. All sense of fear and
difference and tension was gone. My enthusiasm for
the unified plans was unbounded.'

This utter abandon to the task was evident 'in
the careful scrutiny applied to each matter which
came before the committee or subcommittees (for
it was more than willingness) with which each lis
tened to comments and suggestions made by others,
especially when it related to matters that previously

WORLD OUTLOOK
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had not been of common knowledge or experience.
Once they may have sat around a "pentagonal
table" but in the end they were in reality about a
"round table." ,

'1 was impressed by their great devotion to their
task. There were hours of wearisome travel to and
from committee meetings; there were long hours
around the council table, day after day, but there
was no thought of self-pity; each felt there was a
task to be accomplished and each gave herself un
stintedly to that task. They were making history
through these days of preparation, planning, and
working to build a road over which others might
walk, knowing they must yield their places of leader
ship and others would enjoy the fruits of their
labor-but they forgot these things in their joy at
being co-laborers with God, in laying a firm founda
tion for this new road of Christian service.'

The task which this group of women faced was
monumental in its proportions. The divergent or
ganizations must be integrated and changed to meet
the demands of the new day. The best in the old
must be preserved and at the same time something
better than the old must be evolved.

Early in the process there was an agreement that
some type of woman's organization was a necessity,
but the" conceptions of this organization differed.
It was agreed also that there must be some close
affiliation with other missionary work in the new
Church, yet there was wide difference as to the types
of affiliation. These differences were the first hurdle
to'. be taken, but when all of that found at least a
partial solution there was still the great building
process (from the local society to the national
board) which was begun by the Woman's Section
of the Committee appointed by the Uniting Con
ference for ad interim service. One calls this a 'mind
stretching experience of thinking through details
of an organization which had no precedents to fol
low since it will be the largest missionary organiza
tion of any denomination in Protestantism. No pat
tern heretofore used could possibly meet the needs.'

The moneys of the Missionary Societies must be
brought together, preserving all special funds. Ad
justments must be made with the least possible dis
turbance to the work for which Methodist women
were responsible. This was a grilling task. However,
one member of the subcommittee on finance says:
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'My circle of friendship has been widened as we have
labored together and even a finance committee may
be a spiritual blessing.'

The provisional set-up necessary to gear in the
organizational machineIY was so detailed and intri
cate that some of us who were lacking in organiza
tional ability were constantly confused over its
intricacies, yet there was a group within the section
who worked on the plan with unimaginable avidity.
Long' hours were spent by another group in forming
the constitution and by-laws! They seemed tantaliz
ingly devoted to the job! At these and many other
tasks the ,committee and its subcommittees worked
all the days they were together and into the nights.
The word weary seemed not to be in their vocabu
lary. If so, it was out of use at least for the time.
However, one is not surprised at this spirit when
one knows the group. Here are testimonies of some:

'I have been greatly impressed by the high type
of women in the group-their culture, their spiritual
strength, their educational and intellectual back
ground and their experience in Christian service.'

'In the work of these committees I have been wit
ness.and a participant in some marvelous ventures
in faith. None of us can see through this maze of
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adjustment but I believe there is not a woman
among us who, trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ
for strength, is not willing "to launch out into the
deep," and honestly and unselfishly work the new
plans until they have "caught hold" in every local
church.'

'I have never seen a group of women give them
selves so devotedly to a problem, searching ever for
the goal. It seems to me the best example of group
thinking that I have yet experienced.'

That which is said of the group who worked out
the plans and created among themselves so rich an
experience of unity may also be said of thousands
of others who are eager for a part in the new Church.
With many in our conferences and churches there
is no looking back but a desire to realize the new.
One who knows says: 'The spirit of today is one of
eagerness over the new plan and a desire to get it
into operation. The prevailing question on the lips
of many is: "How long must we continue in the
old way?" The slogan is: "Let us start the new
program." .

What are the results of all these long hours of
work and the rich experience of this group of
leaders? many may ask. [Continued on page 38]
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Mrs. V. F. DeVinny. Corresponding Secretary, Woman's Home
Mission Socillty, former Methodist Episcopal Church and member
of. the Committee on Missions ~~4.Church Extension (ad interim)

century of the 534 separate occupations and occu
pational groups established by the Census classifi
cation of 1930, women were at work in all but thirty.
Today eleven million women leave their homes
each day to work for bread without much honey,
that they and their dependants may have sustenance.

Still ·other millions, more favored perhaps, find
ing release from household tasks now mechanized
to lighten and shorten the labor of homemaking,
have their days crowded with activities-not with
spihning and weaving, canning and sewing as their
grandmothers did, it is true, but busily engaged with
the affairs of the age in which they find themselves.
Cultural improvement, social betterment, and all
kinds of philanthropic activi ties are making inces
sant demands 'upon: their ability, strength, and
time. Thousands upon thousands', yes, millions, have
accepted their privileges as responsible women with
a corresponding sense of accountability and are giv
ing to these new responsibilities the 'last full meas-
ure' of devotion.' ')

True, some efforts have been wasted. Others have
been misguided. Doubtless many have stopped
short of real effectiveness and mistaken causes have
been espoused. But the mistakes for the most part
have been those Of the head rather than the heart
and woman's intuition has discovered and tried to
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By Mrs. V. F. DeVinny
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IN the world's best seller there is a brief but
trenchant sentence which might have been
penned as a challenge to American women, es

pecially to Methodist women as they face their en
larged opportunities in the new church: 'Unto
whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much
required: and to whom men have committed much,
of him they will ask the more.' (Luke 12: 48.) In
modern vernacular this could be said in three
words-privilege presupposes responsibility. In the
Methodist woman's vocabulary the words privi
lege and responsibility should be synonymous.
For the purpose of this article they provide the
theme.

It was about the middle of the nineteenth cen
tury·that the opportunity came to women of Ameri
ca to expand their sphere of influence. From the
very beginning of their organized effort, they ac
cepted this opportunity as a privilege and not as a
treasure to be selfishly grasped. A review of the
work of women in behalf of the oppressed, the
handicapped, and the disadvantaged is a story re
plete with heroic and sacrificial service. Through
the years they have pursued their course with the
steady purpose of free, responsible human beings.
Methodist· women along with their compatriots
entered many fields of social service, missionary and
philanthropic activities, seizing their new-found op
portunities not for self-aggrandizement, but for
altruistic service.

Although the nineteenth century was dubbed i 'A
'Woman's Century,' it was a doubtful compliment.
Many aspersions were cast at women' for their at
tempts at social :reform and for the use they made of
their leisure time. Like the queen of Mother Goose
fame, they' ,vereaccused of 'sitting in the parlor,
eating bread and honey.' A small minority probably
did and still do spend considerable time twiddling
their thumbs and there are still some rocking chairs
left which a few find time to occupy. But the vast
majority of women in America are tremendously
occupied in constructive pursuits. ·With the trans~.:, fer of domestic industries from the fireside to the

: j factory and tIle rapid absorption of ,vOinen into in-
!i dustry and professions, by the early years of this
,
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A student in one of the Methodist woman's schools

correct them. Oftentimes there has been too much
of the superficial 'Lady Bountiful' attitude in giving
and serving and not enough real serious study of
what gives rise to the condition that should be cor
rected at its source. As a conserver of the 'insignifi
cant,' women have done the most menial tasks in
rendering personal service for their local churches
and at the same time assiduously have gathered the
mites to send to mission causes both at home and
around the world. To sum it all up, woman herself
far more than her critics is conscious of how far
short she has come in attaining her goal. But she
does have a passionate zeal for righting wrong. She
plirposes to do something about it, too, and in the
large what she does is usually worth doing and is
done well.

For the most part the American woman, including
the church woman of course, has moved as pro
gressively as the circumstances of her status as a
woman would allow. She still finds herself in a
man-made world limited by sex prejudice and cir
cumscribed by inhibitions of inferiority. Not infre
quently she has been misjudged and more frequent
ly misunderstood. Unquestionably she has entered
fields which members of the otliler sex have held as
their proprietary right and grave fears have been
expressed lest her domination exceed the proper
limits.

There is the investment field, for example. Either
by inheritance or by dint of sheer ability women
of America today control eighty per cent of the
United States life insurance, sixty-five per cent of
the savings accounts, forty-eight per cent of the rail
road securities, forty-four per cent of the utilities
stocks, and forty per cent of the real estate. But is
this cause for sounding the alarm that matriarchy
is just around the corner, or to cry, 'Wolf, wolf'?
The vast majority of women are far removed from
the ticker and from holding companies, especially
the four million or more Methodist women to whom
this message is written. Methodist women are largely
in the lower income brackets. Their investments
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Young Americans in Honolulu-a challenge to the church

are in life chiefly; in the lives of their families, in
the life of their church, and in the more abundant
life which they hold is the right of every American
man, woman, and' child.

Thinking back over the last three-quarters of a
century, it is obvious that Methodist women have
cause for both humility and pride over their achieve
ments. Millions of dollars representing for the most
part the sacrificial giving of the rank and file have
been poured into the coffers of women's organiza
tions for the benefit of the local church, for the
needs of America where the church and social agen
cies are not reaching, and for world needs. In every
period of national crisis or expansion, there has
been a corresponding effort on the part of these
organizations to face the needs and the missionary
opportunity wb.ich they presented. To mention just
a few: the emigration into newly opened frontiers,
the Reconstruction period following the Civil 'War,
the years of vast influx of peoples from Europe and
Asia, the expal'lsion period in modern industry
which gave rise to slum conditions both in the cities
and in the rural sections, the great migration of
Negroes northward following the World War, and
the shifting popUlation of two millions or m.0re
people who follow the crops each year. All these and
many other acute problems in our nation's life are,
in a sense missionary problems which church women
have tried to meet.

Much constructive work has been done and well
done but there remains 'much land to be pos
sessed' by the Woman's Division of Christian Serv
ice. Great areas in the field of human relationships
constitute a challenge for the solution of their vex
ing problems. New trails, must be beaten in the
wilderness of human need. Better economic, social,
and political paths must be blazed. The unfinished
task is a Macedonian call to Methodist women
which was never more urgentl

Consider the condition of the two million migrant
workers, three hundred thousand or more of whom
are children-amongtllis [Continued on page 39]
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Resting at the end 01 a long hike-<tre these Youth Hostelers from Kingdom House-a social settle
ment in 51. Louis. Missouri. With knapsacks they made-and an A. Y. H. pass paid for with
hard-earned money-they are seeking the adventure of the open road the American Youth Hostel way
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A Glimpse of the Work of Methodist Women
in the United States

The pictures in this section represent only a fraction of the home mission
work of Methodist women in the United States. They do. however. indicate
something of the scope of the work which extends over an area reaching
from Boston to San Francisco. and from Chicago to Thomasville. Georgia



Refugee group in conversa
tion and studying pictures
in books. Marcy Center

Marcy Center, in a
Jewish Neighborhood

Chicago, Illinois

Citizenship Class in the chapel of Marcy Cen
ter. Many of these women are middle-aged
or older. They have been in this country
for many years. but were not able to attend
classes until their children had grown up

Making application for
citizenship. Marcy Center



At the Medical Mission Dispensary, 36 Hull Street, Bos
ton, Massachusetts. Since 1894 the people in the his
toric North End of Boston have been helped through this
clinic. Minor operations have been performed: prenatal
and postnatal care have been given: social, mental, and
financial adjustments have been made; all of this to
bring a fuller life to the people of this congested area

The Home Guard Girls at the Italian Settle
ment hold their own worship service which
they plan in advance and carry out themselves

At the Italian Settlement, Utica, New York.
This group of mothers, after doing their house
work in the morning, attend Americanization
classes three afternoons a week at the
Settlement. This group represents three
nationalities-Italian, Syrian. and Armenian



The stall at Mary Elizabeth Inn. co.operative home for young
women in San Francisco. California

Stall of workers at the Virginia K. Johnson Home. Dallas. Texas:
Left to right: Deaconess Susie Teel. Superintendent. Miss Emma Vogel.
R. N.• Deaconess Ollie Willings, School Supervisor. Miss Emily Tuttle,
Secretary (at piano), Mrs. Eva Walls, Dietitian (behind piano), Miss

Nora Pallord. Garden Supervisor



In the Art and Crafts Depart.
ment, Ensley Community House,
younger women as weH as
older ones learn to weave.
Draperies hung in the windows
were woven by this group

Mothers' Club at Ens·
ley Community House.
Some of these mothers
were born in foreign
lands, olhers are second.
generation Americans

Ensley Community House
EnsleyI Alabama

(near Birmingh~m)

A group of foreign men in a
citizenship class. They want
American citizenship and free·
dam. Picture taken May 17, 1940
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Theater Group at Bethlehem Center, Nashville, Tennessee, in
scenes from "Don't You Want to Be Free?" by Langston Hughes

t. .

.. ,

A mu/allo girl: 'What can a
colored girl do on two dol
lars a week? Ain't there no
pleasure in this world?'

Wilbur: 'I been loyal to my
country a long time, Mr. Editor,
don' you see. Now how about
my country bein' loyal to me?'

Overseer: 'Shine my shoes
so 1 can see myself in them:
George: 'Yes sir, Mr. Mal

lery, yes sir:

'Free to work and get no pay:

Boy: 'I'm tired. Mo. 1 swear
1 am ready 10 give up:
Mother: 'You ain't, Son;
look in my face, boy,
black as the night; it's
shinin' with life and light:

Wilbur: 'Goin' down the road,
Lord, goin' down the road.
Got to find somebody to
help me carry this load:

Auction scene: 'She's a Congo
woman and a Congo woman
can't be beat for workin;:
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Two young women students at Wood J . C
umor ollege

Mathiston, MisSissippi '

student receiving mail at Wood Junior
College, Mathiston, Mississippi

Food Class in the Home Economics laboratory, Bennell College,
Greensboro, North Carolina, one of two institutions in the country ex
clusively for higher training of Negro women. David D. Jones is
president. The major aim of the college is to develop well-rounded
personalities capable of returning to serviceable community life



Nursery children at Mothers' Jewels Home.
York. Nebraska. are being introduced to
baby chickens. These children are farm·
conscious very early. Mothers' Jewels Home
has always been a farm-industrial home

A group of students of Vashti School.
Thomasville. Georgia. in Industrial Arts
class. For twenty.live years this school
has had a strong department of Industrial
Arts. which has been taught by the same
teacher. Miss Lena. Chambers. for the en·
tire period. She stands at the extreme right

A boy at Mothers' Jewels
Home. who belongs to the
4-H Project. caring for sheep

;
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Our Heritage of Joy
By Winifred KirklandI
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SOME deeply moving letters have reached me
lately asking me what possible light, what con
ceivable spiritual advice, I could offer in the

whirlwind cataclysm now engulfing the world we
have known. I have been asking God what respqnse
he might enable me to make to these appeals. I find
I can offer only the same first aid that I have applied
to my own despair.

As the headlines have painted ever more clearly
before my imagination the devasted fields of France,
her desecrated cities, and the majestic parks of Eng
land burrowed with holes for hiding-as I have
faced all this horror I have found myself instinctive
ly obeying the same life-long impulse, believing it
would lead me once again to ever clearer illumina
tion, to ever surer confidence. It is the same practice
that I have followed in every crisis of my personal
life, and it has never failed to bring me the needed
courage. What I have attempt~d in this black day of
mankind's misery is, I repeat, something I have
tested uncounted times before. I have tried to sum
mon all my mentality, all my education, all a life
time's observation and ex~erience to help me do
just one thing, and that is to look once more at
those words of Jesus which seem to me the most
mysterious he ever uttered-and the .least noted!
In the blackest hour of his life, only a few hours be
fore Golgotha, he offered a prayer in the presence
of the broken-hearted followers gathered with him
in the hushed upper room. Speaking to his Father
in heaven about the coming parting with these, his
closest friends, he said, 'These things I am saying
while I am still with them in order that my joyous
ness may reach fulfilment within their souls.'

What an absolutely astounding t,hing to say-Jesus
of Nazareth, with his message spurned, his kindness
flouted, his body about to be tortured to death on
a cross, could speak of his joyousness as something
they aM had daily observed, and doubtless many
times envied! He spoke of his high cheeriness as of
~n open everyday characteristic, instantly to be
rioted by any observer as if it were something as
obvious as the color of his hair or the shape of his
carpenter hands.

Now one of the many reasons for the present vast
wreckage of our world is that so few Christians have
as yet consecrated their intelligence to looking at
Jesus, that far-off pattern for us all. Our emotions'
we have dedicated,to him, but not our mentality.
Yet any earthly and visible friend worthy our alle
giance will bear the test of examination by our
heads as well as of response from our affections.
Precisely the same thing is true of ou~ divine but
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invisible Friend. Jesus of Nazareth will bear the
closest scrutiny and it is high time we began to
examine him as humanity's supreme example. Let
us make a humble start by investigating the influ·
ence he can be seen to possess oyer any man or
woman who permits him any sort of genuine asso
ciation.

Sometimes we can best approach the character of
Jesus by looking first at its reflection in the char
acters of the people who have been conspicuously
devoted to him, both long ago and today. Visualize
for a moment whatever man or woman you have
known who best embodies for you the word Chris
tian-isn't he or she always a radiantly happy per
son? From the first weeks of the first Christian
century~ heavy with portent as they were, down to
our own sorrowful era, true Christians have always.
stood forth in their communities for their serene
gladness. One of the first friends of the invisible
friend; Paul of Tarsus, would surely have been of
all men most excusable for gloom, with a body in
cessantly riddled with pain, with persecution aU
around him, and martyrdom before him. But what
word is it Paul keeps shouting back to us across the
ages? Rejoice!

Then after Paul come the ruthless centuries ~vhen
the proud civilization of Rome was being slowly
trampled to nothingness beneath the feet of vandals~

and, still after that, other oncoming centuries buried
so heavily in chaos that we call them the Dark Ages.
But never a century so dark that we cannot discover
somewhere the shining face of some Christian like
a candle of unbroken hope against the surrounding
blackness. And presently as we gaze back across the
ages, like a taper miraculously transfigured into a
many colored sapling, glows forth upon us the char
~cter of St. Francis. We hear the·bird songs that ring
abbut his head. We hear his own voice merge witlu
that of his Master's who also loved the birds and the
lilies and the sky. We perceive the Master's own
glad voice echoing through the deathless hymn,

'Most High, omnipotent good Lord,
To Thee be ceaseless praise outpoured.'

Pass over a few more centuries, all of them how
ever black always starred with the shining faces of
Christ's friends, and search our own time and
place for its great Christians. I once spent ten won
derful minutes with Wilfred Grenfell, the man who
for Christ's sake gave his life to the suffering fisher
men of Labrador. At the moment I met him he was
choking and chuckling through another attack of
his chronic bronchitis, taking it with the same un
daunted high spirits with [Continued on page 32]

[ 355 ) 27

I
I
I,



I

I
!
I

I
J

-:,
j
!,

Miss Vera J. FehrMiss Olive CurryMiss Mildred Hudgins

'~';

Miss Lois K. Curtice

Japan's Challenge to United
Methodism

By Ruth Field

METHODIST union is a fact in Japan. At the
Union Mission meeting held in Kobe, Janu
ary 8-1 1,1940, the new Japan Mission Coun

cil of The Methodist Church became successor to
the missions of four Methodist bodies doing work
in Japan. These are the Board of Foreign Missions
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, their \Voman's
Foreign Missionary Society, the Board of Foreign
Missions of the Methodist Protestant Church, and
the Board of Missions of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South. By pooling their experience, insti
tutions, and personnel they become a force whose
united strength and power of witness and service
will be more effectively felt in building God's king
dom among the Japanese.

Japan's first challenge to united Methodism lies
in the scarcity of missionarics. Thc Japan Mission
Council of Thc Mcthodist Church has about 125
missionarics (including the twcnty-fivc or more
wi\·cs). This is perhaps onc-cighth of the cntire
number of Protcstant Christian missionarics in Ja
pan. Each group camc to the rcccnt union mission
meeting hoping thc othcr groups had mcn and
women who could he spared for appointment to its
several understaffed stations. Today we have fewer
Methodist missionaries in Japan than we had fifteen
years ago. This is no time for the Christian church
in America to withdraw support or workers from
Japan, of all fields. In a population of eighty mil
lion, Japan has only J50,OOO Christians. This means
that less than one-half of one per cent of the people
arc Christians. Compare this with our America's
fifty-seven per cent or more. Furthermore, Japan
has been exposed to Christianity only ahOlll eighty

years. The first converts were among the noble
knights and earnest scholars of an awakened Japan.
\Ve do her an injustice to think the Christian church
in that land weak because she is small and young.
Her infiuence ripples over the entire area of Japa
nese society and penetrates much of its living and
thinking.

The Japan Methodist Church, organized in 1907,
is the second largest communion in Japan, with a
membership comprising about one-fourth the total
number of Protestant Christians (or 45,000). The
l\Iethodist Church in America is challenged by the
loyalty, generosity, and consecration of her daughter

~
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Worleo", at Lambuth Tralnlnq School, Osalea. Japan.
(Scalod) Lelt: Min Imna Bell Williams. Cenler: Miaa Mildrl'd
Sparles. nloco 01 Mabel \Vhlloh<!Od. a guOS! for a Yl'Or.
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church in Japan, who not merely in
vites but pleads for assistance in the
reaching of the other ninety-nine and
a half per cent for Christ. Thus there
is the challenge to co-operate with a
vital indigenous church and to
strengthen it, especially by continuing
to train its ministry and leadership, a
part of the task which for years to
come it will find most difficult to ac
complish alone.

The church in Japan is still largely
an urban institution, attempting to
minister to groups in smaller and larg
er centers of population. The thirty
five million farmers are therefore as
yet practically untouched by the gospel. As in any
country, the farmer who owns and tills the land per
haps loves it most and is the backbone of the nation.
This group possibly constitutes Japan's most urgent
challenge to missions today, for the native church is
still not strong enough to pioneer new fields or to
establish experimental types of wo"rk. The 'North
ern' and the :Southern' groups each bring to united
Methodism two such experimental rural evangelistic
centers, and are co-operating with the Japan Meth
odist Church in one or two others. It is evident that
the pioneering of work in this and other areas must
needs remain largely the peculiar contribution of
the missionaries in this mission field.

Christian missions blazed trails in the education
of Japan's women, and the new Mission Council
has ten of its seventeen schools dedicated to build
ing an educated Christian womanhood. Four of the
schools for girls and four for boys belonged to the
former Southern Church; and one each to the
Protestant group, while the other five for girls and
two for boys were established by the Methodist
Episcopal Church. These schools are located in
strategic centers throughout the four largest islands
of Japan-in Hakodate, Tokyo, Yokohama, Nagoya,
Hirosaki, Osaka, Kobe, Hiroshima, Fukuoka, and
Nagasaki. Two of the schools of higher learning ar~

universities haying, theological departments; three
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are women's colleges with high schools;
while one trains women for various
types of mission work. Ninety-eight
out of one hundred of Japan's people
can read and write; therefore, they are

,an intelligent, reading people. The
government provides primary schools
for all, but secondary schools and col
leges are not so plentiful.

The presidents of a number of gov
ernment colleges and universities, as
~Tell as many faculty members, are
very earnest Christians. Japanese stu
dents are a seeking and a thinking
group. They are tomorrow's leaders.
They constitute a thrilling challenge

to our united church.
Unlike many mission fields, Japan's Christian

schools must bid high for their students because
government school buildings, equipment, and facul
ty scholarship have attained an unusually high
standard of excellence. Our mission schools there
fore need adequate physical equipment as well as
consecrated professors if they are worthfly to repre
sent a great cause and a great church, and attract
those young people who will be japan's future states
men, educators, and leaders.
"Japan's childhood challenges the united Meth

odist Church. More eager and responsive than many
of the world's children, they welcome contacts with
the friendly missionary, Sunday school worker, or
director of children's activities. The fact that the
united Mission falls heir to fifty-seven kindergartens
is evidence that the little child has opened effectively
the way of the Christian messenger into Japan's
hearts and homes. Many parents of today's children
recall with gratitude the teacher and teachings of
kindergarten and Sunday school days. Sunday
schools in Japan have some 173,000 enrolled, and
the Sunday school seldom includes persons over
high-school age. Here lies the hope of the church in
Japan-here and in the mission schools and in the
Christian homes.

The multitudes that [Continued
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A United Methodism in Africa
By Mrs. John M. Springer
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THE twin Methodist Conferences in the Belgian
Congo were named by the General Conference
of 1940 the Central and Southern Conferences.

'We have been asked frequently why the two Con
ferences were not merged. Impossible. First, there
is a gap of five hundred miles between them. Then
the Otetele is the predominating language in the
Central Conference, although at Tunda on the east
side of the Lomami River the local language is
Kingwana, which is also the official government lan
guage in the Katanga Province of the southern area.

Moreover, geographically, the Central Conference
is agricultural and tropical, while the Katanga is
about five thousand feet high and semi-tropical and
essentially a mining region. It is commonly known
as the Copper Belt, but it has also iron, cobalt,
uranium containing radium, gold, diamonds, and
other precious things.

Some of the natives north of Lusambo go down
to the mines to work, but not many. A few years ago,
as we were en route to Wembo Nyama, we came to
a tree tha.t had fallen over the road. As my husband
approached the tree the foreman of the gang of na
tives who were working-on the· tree exclaimed,·
'Spilinger!' He then told my husband in Kingwana
that he had been working in Jadotville for two
years and had attended his church .while there. That
was where we were stationed for seven years.

Ten years ago it took as long and cost almost as
much to go from one of these areas to the other as
to go to America. Now one can go by rail and car
in about five days. And practically all the mission-

aries from the Central Congo have to pass through
both Jadotville and Elizabethville. And all the mis
sionaries of the Southern Congo have their children
at Lubondai, where they meet the Central mission
aries whose children are there also. Time has been
greatly shortened by the excellent motor roads
which now link both missions.

The two missions were started about the same
time, one by Bishop Lambuth and the other by
Bishop Springer, neither having any knowledge of
the other. Bishop Lambuth first visited Lusambo
in 1912; Mr. Springer and I visited the newly

Group of Olelele chiefs al Silver Jubilee. Rev. Coxhill.
Secretary of the Protestant Council of Missions in the
Congo. Bishop Springer and Bishop Moore in foreground .
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Camp meeting in Rhodesia where the Spirit fell like
as at Pentecost

Dora Jane Armstrong and her peanut milk raised babies.
at Wembo Nyama
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opened mineral belt in 1907. Bishop Lambuth oc
cupied the Otetele field in 1914, while we reached
the Copper Belt in 1910 but went on to the Lunda
field first. We actually began work in the mineral
belt at Kambove in 1912 and at Elizabethville in De
cember, 1914. It was then a typical pioneer mining
camp less than two years old with a conglomeration
of all sorts of shacks and tents-far from being the
beautiful city of the present day.

Although we spent five years in spying out the
country, we were not idle. When we had a long wait
for carriers at Kansanshi mine in 1910 we started
our Bible School with the twelve young men who
had gone with us in order to go to school. Our tent
was our home, and the shade of an old mud hut the
schoolroom. As the hut was teeming with bugs,
tampans, and fleas, we could enjoy only its shade.

\Vherever we went the school went with us. It
continues in operation to this day although it has
had seven different temporary locations. Now it is
moving to a strategic site on the mineral field where
we are making permanent quarters and where we
may train not only men for Christian pastors and
other types of service, but where we may train also
Christian women for leadership.

It was a great pleasure to us to see the beautiful

'See me gelling weighed at the mission in Inhambani:
this little one seems to be saying

SEPTEMBER, 1940

church and adjoining Bible School at Wembo
Nyama when we were there last year for a second,
visit on the earnest invitation of Bishop Arthur J.
Moore. We would not have missed the Silver Jubi
lee pageant for anything. To see the coming of
Bishop Lambuth depicted by Mr. Reid was most
interesting not only to us but to the thousands of
natives, government officials, and others who had
come from afar to join in the celebration.

No one so took my eye as the woman, Walu, who
had been a famous witch doctor in former years but
now is a zealous Bible woman going from town to
town telling the Good News of Jesus who saves men
from their sins. Her testimony of what the Lord
Jesus has done for her and thousands in the Otetele
country is very effective.

The Woman's Missionary Council, as it was
called, has done splendid work in the Congo with
the girls and women-teaching, nursing in the
homes and hospitals, and in many other ways lifting
the women into a new life.

I can speak more intimately of Rhodesia, as I
went out there in 1901 to start a school. It took
four years to get the first girl as a student. It is a
joy to see the changes that have taken place. We
now find that the best results come from coeduca
tional classes in school, but the girls still live· up at
Ha.rtzell Villa and the one school has grown to three
schools with some five hundred girls altogether. At
each center the girls must dig their own gardens.
This custom helps to keep them from becoming
alienated from their own people; when they go
home on vacations they can adapt themselves to
their former homes and can carry the true Gospel
and what they have learned to their own people.
They can tell about the better life, the better diet,
better care for women and their babies, and best of
all what Jesus Christ can do for them. And as I go
around I am amazed at what God has wrought.

We were delighted last year to hear of new
chapels that the Otetele are building at their own
expense. We were at the dedication of one such
chapel about twenty miles from Lodja. Built of
burnt brick, it was as [Continued on page 40]
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Our Heritage of Joy
Continued from page 27

which today he flouts the exhausted heart long ago
condemned by the doctors. Even in our brief con
versation that morning he managed to say something
I have never forgotten, as he sat up in bed twinkling
above his coughing-'We shall never know Jesus of
Nazareth until we cease to keep gazing at him on a
far-off altar and become capable of seeing him ac
tually clothed in evening dress beside us at a dinner
party. He went about as a man with men, and he
still does.'

And I once had an hour with another towering
Christian of our day, the Quaker mystic, Rufus
Jones, who after a long lifetime spent in the pres
ence of God was one of three to travel without blare
of publicity to the Nazi headquarters in Berlin and
plead for the persecuted Jews, and obtain permis~

sion to exercise for them the loving-kindness of his
fellowship of Friends.

I remember what Rufus Jones said to me on that
morning, which happened to be one when I was
trying to regain poise after the sentence of death the
doctors had just pronounced upon me. Rufus Jones
knew by experience that the doctors may err, and
told me that for years he'd been traveling cheer
fully everywhere, after a similar pronouncement. He
told me more than that. He gave me a ludicrous ac
count of the accident that a felv years before had
smashed so many of his bones that in order to be
held together at all he had to be arranged in a long
box made for the purpose. That box was placed on
a table in his classroom, and from it for weeks he
delivered his lectures. Since my visitor possesses an
unfailing gift for humor he made me see the twin
kling eyes and wise whimsical lips looking out from
that box into the faces of his students. Surely they
must have thought him his own strongest argument
for the mysticism he practices. Rufus Jones is a
Christian of the present whose head is still unbowed
and whose hands are ceaselessly occupied with serv
ice fo~ his Christ.

All of us know shining Christians, humble worka
day folk plodding through our commonplace paths
with unbroken courage; today, as always before, I
look at them to discover the source of their high
cheer, as unfailingly it reflects the good cheer of
their Master. The first thing I discover about these
Christians, whether they are famous or obscure, is
that they are persons never depressed, never cast
down. When they enter a room everybody, without
realizing it, straightens, and cheers up. Yet each of
these Christians, as one by one I call them to mind,
is actually a person supremely sensitive. Each pos
sesses a sympathy you can almost touch, it is so
vibrant and so instantly offered for anybody's need.
They are always optimistic, but appear to have some
good reason for their optimism. The foundation fact

about them is that they are invincibly hopeful. Was
Jesus, their Master and incessant comrade, a joyous
man because he was also invincibly hopefld? Yet
his happiness, like that of his followers, had been
hard won. This Jesus who at the close of his earth
life can speak so confidently of his joyousness is the
same man who can be heard to cry out, 'Will ye
also go away?'

And these humble radiant imitators of a great
pattern are not only always hopeful but always fear
less. As one by one I gaze at the faces of great Chris
tians, I find· that they are people who are never
afraid. But courage, we must remember, is never
the absence of fear but the conquering of it. Was
Jesus a joyful man because he was never afraid of
anyone, of anything? Yet did the Master never face
fear? Of course, if he dared take upon him our
humanity, he faced fear. More than once he faced
it, but supremely in the Garden of Gethsemane, he
faced mankind's greatest fear, the fear of frustration
of a great dream. In that hour of his testing all of us
are permitted to witness Jesus' conquering of his
greatest fear-and of ours.

Jesus of Nazareth was a joyful man because he
was always hopeful, always fearless. But ho:w? How
did he accomplish so sublime 'an achievement?
Again I look at his followers for the answer to that
question. It is quite possible, as I look one by one at
their bravery, to surmise some creeping despair
advancing upon them from some black corner of
their lives, or some swooping fear descending upon
them, out of gathering clouds. What happens then?
Instinctively as babies lifting their eyes to a father,
they pray, pray today, tomorrow, as they have ahvays
prayed. I believe that for Jesus, as for them, prayer
was the secret of his constant joyousness. From his
cradle to his cross he had been ceaselessly talking to
God about everything he did, about everyone he
met. He thus became a man who achieved an inti
macy with God beyond human imagination to con
ceive. And Jesus, knowing himself deathless, took
time when he talked to God to listen to God's
answers.

Jesus of Nazareth stood on a pinnacle of history.
looking into the blackness of the oncoming cen
turies as we today stand and look. But he stood on.
that pinnacle with God beside him, and so he was
able to behold with God's mvn eyes the new world
that was being born. Throughout all his earth life'
the splendor of that vision of the future which God
revealed. to him shone in his eyes, quickened his
step, made beautiful his lips. It was of that vision
he was thinking when at the close of his earth life,
speaking to his Father about his friends, he prayed
that his own joyousness be brought to perfection
within their souls.
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The Moving Finger Writes
Events of Religious and Moral Significance Drawn

from the News of the World

Dr. J. S. Ryang

land almost touches the possessions of
Canada.

On the western side, it is only 35
miles from the mainland of Alaska to
Russia. In the Bering Strait, between the
two countries, the United States owns
Little Diomede island and Russia owns
Big Diomede, which are only five miles
apart.

Col. Breckinridge believes that the
United States should not permit the
dictators to come any nearer the shores
of the western world. Because of the
proximity of territories of which they
already have virtual possession, he says,
those Americans are in error who think
that tlle Western Hemisphere is pro
tected by the broad expanse of the, Al
lantic and the Pacific oceans.

British Women Give Up Pots
([ British women have given up their
pots and pans to the government for use
in airplane manufacture and the Na
tional Defense. Aluminium is a neces
sary article and the public has been
asked to turn in all utensils made of
that metal. Housewives, according to re
ports. have stripped their kitchens in
response to the request.

take over the French Concession in
Shanghai.

fI Since subjugating Denmark, Germany
has only to take possession of Nonvay's
dependency of Greenland to be within
200 miles of the American continent,
and Russia is already within five miles of
the territory of the United States.

These facts have been pointed out re
cently in an article by Col. Henry
Breckinridge, noted naval and aero
nautic authority and formerly Assistant
Secretary of War.

Since becoming master of Denmark,
Col. Breckinridge points out, there is
nothing to prevent Germany from tak
ing'Iceland and Greenland except the
British fleet. It is only a little more than
500 miles from Europe to Iceland, less
than 200. miles from Iceland to Green
land, and in the extreme north Green-

Map shows the proximity of the United States and Canada to
Iceland, Greenland, and Russia

Nazis and Russians Are Near United States
< \ Says Authority

war in China, the Japanese have claimed
that Chinese snipers take refuge in the
Settlement and have demanded an ex
tension of their police pmvers. This has
been resisted by the other nations in
volved.

In a recent election, Japan made an
attempt to secure increased authority
by electing certain members of the
Municipal Council which governs the
Settlement in violation of the long
established rule, but this attempt failed.

More recently, since the fall of France,
Japan has been demanding the right to

Tension Increases in Shang
hai Foreign Concession
fI Conditions of tension in the Inter
national Settlement, safety zone for
foreigners in Shanghai, China, is daily
increasing, according to Press dispatches.
United States marines recently arrested
lp armed Japanese plain-clothes police
men who were found in the American
defense sector of the Settlement in vio
lation of the understanding governing
the situation there.

The International Settlement is po
liced by Americans, British, French, and
Japanese. Since the beginning of the

Ryang Seeks House for
Korean Worship in Peking

fI Dr. J. S. Ryang,
superintendent of the
Manchuria Mis s ion
and former Bishop of
the Korean Methodist
Church, spent two
m 0 nth s in Peking,
China, last summer
see kin g a suitable
place of worship for

the Korean l'vfethodists which he or
ganized into a society several months
ago. On account of conditions ,in that
section of China, it is difficult to find a
meeting house for Koreans.

'I have not yet succeeded in securing
a house there,' said Dr. Ryang in a
communication to ''''ORLD OUTLOOK,
'but I have paved the way to it. I hope
and pray that we may soon have one.

'On the first Sunday I was there the
attendance was 7 men, 10 women, and
I I children, but on the last Sunday be
fore I left, it was 10 men, 18 women, and
17 children. The congregation is grow~

ing in spite of the small and very in
convenient place to meet. It wiII grow
very rapidly after we have a better
place.'

Ryang reports that he, his family, and
all the workers are well but suffering
from the high cost of living.

'There are more difficulties in the
work of preaching the Gospel of Jesus
today than ever before,' he wrote, 'but
it is the only thing which has permanent
value and which wiII succeed at last.

'I am very sorry I was not able to
attend the General Conference. I missed
it very much but thought it best not to
go at this time.'
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Joint Division Staff
Meets at Lake

(I The members of the
staff of the General
Section of the Joint
Division of Education
and Cui t i vat ion,
elected at the Board
meeting in Chicago,
July 24, met for con
ference and discussion
in tlle l'vlission Build-

Dr. W. G. Cram L k Jing at a 'e una-
luska, August 12-15.

Those present were Dr. "'l. G. Cram,
Executive Secretary, Dr. Elmer T. Clark,
Editorial Secretary, Dr. Jay S. Stowell,
Secretary of Visual Education, Rev. H.
G. Conger, Assistant Secretary of Visual
Education, Mr. W. W. Reid, Publicity
Secretary, Dr. C. K. Vliet, Secretary of
Financial Promotion, Rev. Ezra M. Cox,
Assistant Secretary of Field Contacts,
and Mr. Harry Spencer, Assistant to tlle
Executive Secretary.

This was the first meeting of tlle new
staff. Tentative plans were made for ilie
work of the General Section of the
Joint Division. Among the subjects
discussed were Annual Conference
visitation for 1940-1941, production of
missionary literature, distribution of ilie
'annual Study Book, plans for Visual
Education, and ilie work of Conference
and District Missionary Secretaries.

New Conference Set-Up
Will Be Organized
(I The new organization of ilie Board
of Missions and Church Extension will
be put into effect in all Annual Con
ferences meeting in ilie fall and winter
of 1940-1941. Dr. W. G. Cram, Execu
tive Secretary of ilie Joint Division of
Education and Cultivation of ilie Board,
has assigned representatives of ilie Board
to each Annual Conference session.

The new set-up for ilie Annual Con
ference calls for ilie creation of a united
Board of Missions and Church Exten
sion, with a Church Extension section,
the election of Conference and District
Missionary Secretaries, Annual Confer
ence anniversary program, and organi
zation of District Missionary Institutes
throughout each Conference.

Board Considers New Home
in New York City
(I The Board of Missions and Church
Extension has under consideration
plans for removing its headquarters
from ilie various cities in which its con
stituent Boards have been located to
ilie new headquarters in New York City.

A committee has been appointed to
make negotiations for space in a suit
able building and report its findings to

the Executive Committee at a September
meeting.

No date has yet been set for the re
moval of tlle constituent groups to the
new headquarters. It is presumed, how
ever, that the various divisions and de
partments will be located as soon as a
lease can be made and the necessary
alterations completed in the building
selected.

When Is the King's Birthday?
(I The King of Eng
land was born on De
cember 14 but do ilie
British celebrate it on
iliat day? They do not.

This year the official
birthday of the king'
was set for Thursday,
June 13. For 1941, ac
cording to a recent an-

King George nouncement, ilie Mon-
arch's biriliday will be celebrated on
Thurdsay, June 12.

She Is Afraid to Take
Her Doll to China
fI A little girl of Cambridge,
Mass., whose father is a physician
in China, has written to Senator
Schwellenbach in Washington that
she does not want to take her best
dolls back to China when she' re
turns because it is not safe for
iliem there.

'The Japanese might bomb
tllem with American scrap iron
dropped from airplanes run on
American oil,' she wrote.

'My lailier is a doctor in China.
He takes American scrap iron out
of Chinese women and children:

Southern Church Issues
Missionary Yearbook

(I The last mission
a r y Yearbook 0 f
the Methodist Epis·
cop a I C h u r c h,
South, has recently'
been published by
the Board of Mis
sions at its Nash
ville office. It con
tains .ilie ninety
fourth Annual Re
port of the Board.

This annual Yearbooh covers all the
home and foreign enterprises of the
former Methodist Episcopal Church,
South. It contains ilie minutes of tlle
annual Board meeting, reports of all
Secretaries and Treasurers, complete
missionary statistics, and a report on the
developments for tlle year on each home
and foreign mission field. .

The Yearbooh sells for 25 cents and
is published by the Department of Edu
cation and Promotion of the Board.

...
Board Manual Is Published
(I A manual of information and sug
gestions for Annual Conference Boards
of !'.'Iissions and Church Extension has.
just been issued by the Editorial De
partment of ilie Joint Division of Edu
cation and Cultivation.

The booklet is entitled, The Annual
Conference Board of Missions and
Church Extension-Its Nature and Func
tions.

The manual contains information as.
to membership, organization, and duties
of ilie Conference Board, and sugges
tions as to how its work may best be
carried on. Copies will be available at
the fall sessions of Annual Conferences
or may be obtained direct from the
Joint Division.

Van Dusen Is Author
of New Study Book
(I Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, Professor of
Theology in Union Theological Semi
nary, New York, is the author of the
Study Book for 1941. The subject is
The World Mission of Methodism.

Prof. Van Dusen recently spent eight
months touring the world and visiting
mission stations, preparatory to serving
as a delegate at ilie Madras meeting of
ilie International Missionary Council.
His book entitled, For the Healing of
the Nations, attracted wide attention
last year.

The new Mission Study Book will be
published in October by the Joint Di·
vision of Education and Cultivation of
the Board of Missions and Church Ex
tension. It will be available for Church
Schools of Missions held ilie coming
winter.

The book will sell for 25 cents per
copy. Pastors may secure a sufficient
number of books for their churches on
consignment, and may return for credit
all unused and unsold copies.

....
Red Cross Relief Threatened
by Nazi Control
fI Money and supplies for tlle Red
Cross to he used in war relief work in
France, Belgium, Holland.. and Scandi
navia have been diminished by the fear
iliat ilie materials would be taken by
the Germans.

A columnist in the NashviIle Banner
recently protested vigorously against
sending furilier aid to the continent of
Europe. He declared that this would
only mean prolonging the war and
helping the Germans to victory, because
the supplies would be diverted to the
use of ilie conquerOl:s.

This policy, if continued, might in-
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-crease and prolong the suffering, but
hunger would eventually bring about
a revolution, he pointed out.

Jan Mietes, Belgian Pastor,
Refugee in England

CI Jan Mietes, member
of the Belgian Annual
Conference and for
merly pastor of the
IVlolenbeek Methodist
Church in Brussels, is
now a refugee i n
G l' eat Britain. Mr.
lVIietes was sentenced
to be shot by the Ger

Rev. Jan Mieles man invaders of Bel
gium, but was spirited out of the coun
try by the Belgian police. The tragic
story was told in July WORLD OUTLOOK.

The Board of Missions of the former
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, for
warded funds to Mr. Mietes upon re
ceipt of his· appeal. He was then at
Bordeaux. How he reached England
after the fall of that city is not known.

Mr. Mietes wants to bring his wife
and child to the United States. He is a
Dutch citizen,however, and it has not
been possible to secure an American
visa for him.

Belgian Congo Leads in
Producing Diamonds
fI The Belgian Congo, in which the
Methodist Mission is located, now leads
the world in the production of dia
monds, according to figures recently
published by the Congo Protestant
Council.

According to these statistics, the
Congo is producing more than 7,000
carats a year, while the Union of South
Africa, where the Kimberley mines, most
famous in the world, are located, pro
duces about 1,250 carats. The gold coast
of Africa produces 1,350 carats and ap
proximately 1,000 carats are produced
in Sierra Leone.

The Congo diamonds are said to be
inferior to those of Kimberley and are
used mainly for industrial purposes.

Lake Junaluska Closes
Successful Season
CI The Southern Assembly, at Lake
Junaluska, N. C., great missionary and
educational center in the Smoky Moun
tains, has recently closed one of its most
successful summer seasons, according to
an announcement made by the manage
ment. During the Missionary Confer
ence and School of Missions, July 30-

Lake Junaluska view from Mission Inn

August 9, the full capacity of nearly
all the hotels of the Assembly was taxed.

Among the events at Lake Junaluska
during the summer, in addition to the
Missionary Conference, were confer
ences on Evangelism, Lay Activities,
and Christian Social Order, three Lead
ership Training Schools, two Young
People's Assemblies, a Camp for Girls.
a Church-wide Pastors' Conference. and
the Duke University Summer School of
Religion.

Many thousand Methodists from the
South Central Jurisdiction and other
sections of the country participated in
one or more of these programs.

Among the speakers at Lake Juna
luska were Bishops Blake, Broomfield,
Cannon, Darlington, Decell, Hughes,
Kern, Peele, and Purcell; Prof. Edgar
Brightman, Dr. Steven J. Corey, Prof.
Ralph A. Felton, President W. P. Few,
Prof. Hornell Hart, President Frank E.
Graham, Dr. Georgia Harkness, Dr. A.
W. Hewitt, Dr. Burris Jenkins, Dean
Elbert Russell, Prof. W. A. Smart,
President Henry N. Snyder, Prof. Henry
P. Van Dusen, and Mr. Edgar P. "'Teich.

or .. .:.,. ,
New Kind of College
Fellowships Offered
fI The scholarships and fellowships usu
ally offered to college students are in
the form of grants which enable win
ners to pursue their studies further.
WaIter S. Mack, Jr., President of the
Pepsi-Cola Company, has established a
new kind of fellowship.

The Mack awards are in the form of
jobs for one year at a salary of $1,300.
They are offered to graduates of colleges.
Twelve young people were recently se
lected from a group of 584 college grad
uates from 45 states.

Mr. l\Jack hopes to persuade other
business men to adopt the plan. 'All
winter: said Mr. Mack, 'they receive
training not only in jobs created for

them, where possible, in the depart
ments of their own choosing, but usually
also in the territory where they will be
happiest.'

Red Pictures Torn Out of
Murals in New York
fI Four paintings, each 30 feet long and
6 feet high, were recently ordered torn
out of the decorations on the wall of
the administration building at the
Brooklyn airport. The order was issued
by Col. B. c. Somervell, W.P.A. <:hicf,
following protests by civic and patriotic
bodies that the pictures were subtle
subversive propaganda.

The pictures, installed as a vV.P.A.
project, were painted by August Henkel
assisted by Eugene Chodorow.

It was asserted that one of the paint
ings contained a heroic picture of Stalin,
dictator of Russia. One had pictures of
two minor American airmen who served
with the Loyalist armies in Spain, and
another showed a war· scene in which
Nazi and American forces were engaged
in bombings, with a statue of the
Madonna lying mashed on the ground.

The artists denied that any communist
propaganda was intended. The principal
artist, Mr. Henkel, recently refused to
sign a required affidavit to the W.P.A.
tllat he was not a communist or a mem
ber of the German-American Bund. For
his refusal he was dismissed from W.P.A.
work.

Germans Won't Feed
Belgians; Famine Is
Predicted

CIConquerers have no
obligation to feed the
people whose territory
they overrun, accord
ing to an announce
ment recently made by
the German Propa
ganda office in Berlin.
T his means, accord
ing to well-informedBelgian refugee
sources, that suffering

and famine face the people of Belgium,
Holland, France, and other countries
now under the control of Germany.

Great concern is manifested by hu
manitarian agencies all over the world.
Contributions to the Red Cross for
refugee work in invaded countries have
fallen off because of the widespread be
lief that supplies would either be taken
by the Germans or used as excuses by
the Nazis for diverting the food supplies
of the conquered nations to the use of
the German forces.

The situation is being capitalized by
the German Propaganda office in an en
deavor to secure relaxation of the Brit
ish blockade. German sources assert
that the responsibility for the threatened
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famine in the occupied countries is due
not to German intervention but to the
British blockade.

British Churches Need
Machinery of Co-operation
(l 'What the churdles in Great Britain
today need, perhaps beyond anything
else, if they are to grasp the present op
portunity and meet the nation's need,
is a National Christian Council similar
to those operating among the younger

Winchester Cathedral

churches, which would co-ordinate their
activities and plan for concerted action:
This judgment issued from a report of
the annual conference of the Mission
ary Societies of Great Britain recently
held in London.

The Bishop of Winchester declared
that 'Christianity is powerless to pro
test national disunity while she is her·
self so divided. The war ought to shame
the home dlUrches into co-operation:

The Societies, familiar with the co
operative machinery which has been
set up on all overseas mission fields, are
perplexed because no provision for simi
lar co-operation at home had been made.
Representatives of all the churches, sit
ting in the annual meeting, will prob
ably take immediate steps to organize
some kind of National Council which
will enable them to exert joint effort.

+
Speech Against Jews'
Brings Court Fine
fI A man was recently fined $50.00 in.a
New York City Court for a political
speech in which Jews were denounced.
This is said to be the first conviction of
its kind.

Joseph E. McWilliams, half Indian,
half Irish, former ranch hand and
W.P.A. worker, was the offender. He
is, the congressional candidate of what
he calls the Emerging Destiny Party,
which seeks to unite the German
American Bund, Ku Klux Klan, the
Christian Front, the Christian Mobil
izers, and other anti-Jewish groups into
a political party.

A detective had been stationed in the
candidate's audience to make notes on
his remarks. In the course of his address
McWilliams denounced the Jews and
was arrested on conclusion.

Attorneys for McWilliams contend
that the Constitution guarantees free
dom of speech and assembly, and that in
political addresses it is right and proper
to criticize public policies. The case
will probably be carried to the Supreme
Court.

Congressman Declares
Theaters Controlled
by Communists
(l The theatrical profession in New
York is under the control of commu
nists, according to Congressman William
E. Lambertson of Kansas. He declared
that the W.P.A. theater project had
been discontinued and would not be
reinstated until the profession weeded
out the communists.

Representative Lambertson said that
the '''T.P.A. theater project was killed
last year because of Red influence
among the actors. It was believed this
action would cause the theater to purge
itself of undesirables.

'Instead: he added, 'there has been
a growing rather than a diminishing
trend of communistic influence: He
pointed out that minor and relatively
unknown actors had been elected to the
governing council of the Actor's Equity
Association, defeating some of the most
prominent players of the nation, and
that the voting power of the organiza·
tion was now in the hands of radicals.

Persons involved in the accusation
all denied communist affiliations.

+
Chinese Children Touring
the World for Qui1?-ine
(J: A group of most
appealing Chi n e s e
children have bee n
touring the wOrld on
behalf of their stricken
country. In America
they have had enor
mous success, and the
newspapers show pic
t.u res of luncheons
where the Chi n e s e Chinese child

children are trying to teach American
youngsters to eat with chopsticks. It's
not easy, and most of the American
children look as though tlley needed
bibs.

The real object of these children is
to raise money to buy quinine to com
bat the peril of malaria in their coun·
try.

The Malaria Commission of the
League of Nations recommends in this
respect as a preventive a daily dose of
six grains of quinine during the entire
fever season and a dose of fifteen to
twenty grains of quinine per day dur
ing five to seven days for' treating an
attack of malaria. This same Malaria
Commission stresses the fact that the
harmlessness of quinine makes it a suit-

able drug for administration by subordi
nate personnel without constant medical
supervision, whereas such supervision is
essential in the case of synthetic prod
ucts.

Each American child who attends the
above-mentioned luncheons is enter
tained by.Chinese children, fed Chinese
food, and taken on a trip through
Chinatown of New York. Hundreds
have already gone, and the sons and
daughters of prominent Chinese resi
dents in America think it's just as much
fun as their Western cousins.

+
Lightning Rods Are Useful
in the Belgian Congo
fI Old-fashioned lightning rods, once
seen all over rural America, are useful
and necessary in Africa, according to
Rev. E. B. Stilz of the Methodist Mis
sion in Africa. He points out that dam
age by lightning is very frequent and
protection can be had by proper wiring
of buildings.

""1

Native houses. South Africa

The prevalency of danger from light
ning, according to Mr. Stilz, is illus
trated by the fact that last year a Catho
lic Mission at Lubefu, a state building
at Katakonbe and a home at Lodja
were destroyed by lightning and several
persons were killed.

Other Missions suffered losses also,
including a house at Lubefu, with many
of the tools of the Mission station there;
two residences and.a church, together
with contents, were struck at Kabengele.
Several native people at Lubefu were
killed when lightning struck a house at
the Mission building and seven persons
were similarly killed by .lightning at
Lusambo.

Mr. Stilz points out that investiga
tions have shown that lightning passes
only on the surface of a metal object
and does not go inside, and that a sharp
point will take the current without re
sistence, which is not true of a blunt-
shaped object. '

Thus one is protected under a metal
roof because lightning cannot get inside,
but he will be killed if near the edge of
the roof when lightning strikes.

The grass roofs, commonly usec,l by
natives, are quite dangerous, according
to Mr. Stilz, unless properly wired. The
missionary has published information
explaining to the people how to use
wiring to protect their homes.
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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT

Miss Sallie Lou McKinnon
Mrs. Velma Maynor
Miss Elizabeth Lee
Mrs. Otis Moore

WOMAN'S SECTION

Executive Secretary-Mrs. V. F. DeVinny
Missionary Education-Mrs. Helen Bourne
Editor of Woman's Publications-Miss Sara

Estelle Haskin
Assistant-Miss Juanita Brown

Wesleyan Service Guild-Miss Leila Norris
Student Work-Mrs. Leonore E. Porter
Youth ''''ork-Miss Helen Johnson
Children's Work-Miss Elizabeth Jarrett

HOME DEPARTMENT

Educational Institutions-Miss Muriel Day
Social Welfare and Medical Work- (to be

elected)
Assistant-Mrs. Robert Stewart

Urban Work- (to be elected)
Town and Country Work-Mrs. J. W. Downs
Christian Social Relations and Local Church

Activities-'-Miss Thelma Stevens
Deaconess Bureau-Miss Grace Steiner
Treasurer-Mrs. Ina Davis Fulton
Assistant, Foreign Department-Miss Jean

Bothwell
Assistant, Home Department-Miss Margaret

Freeman
Editor, The Methodist Woman-Miss Bettie

S. Brittingham
Publication Manager-Mrs. George W. Keene

JOINT DIVISION OF EDUCATION AND

CULTIVATION

Chairman-Dr. J. W. Hawley
Vice-Chairman-Bishop Titus Lowe
Recording Secretary-Mrs. Wiltz Ledbetter

GENERAL SECTION

Executive Secretary-Dr. W. G. Cram
Assistant Secretary-Mr. Harry Spencer
Editorial Secretary-Dr. Elmer T. Clark

Assistant-Mr. Richard T. Baker
Publicity Secretary-Mr. "YV. W. Reid
Visual Education Department-Dr. Jay S.

Stowell
, ,Assistant-Rev. H. G. Conger
Department of Field Contacts- (to be elected)

Assistant-Rev. Ezra M. Cox
Financial Promotion-Dr. C. K. Vliet
Student ''''ork-Mr. De''''itt Baldwin

President-Bishop Arthur J. Moore
Vice-President-Bishop Francis J. McConnell
Vice-President-Bishop A. Frank Smith
Vice-President-Dr. J. W. Hawley
Vice-President-Mrs. J. D. Bragg
Recording Secretary-Mr. Harry Spencer
Personnel Secretary-Miss Ruth Ransom

DIVISION OF FOREIGN WORK

Chairman-Bishop Francis J. McConnell
Vice-Chairman-Bishop W. ·W. Peele
Recording Secretary-Miss Eleanor V. Welch
Executive Secretary-Dr. Ralph E. Diffen-

dorfer
Associate Secretaries:

East and Southeast Asia-Frank Cartwright
Latin America-A. W. Wasson'
South Asia-T. S. Donohue
Europe, N. Africa, and Overseas Relief

Silas Johnson
Wills, Bequests, Property, and Annuities-J.

F. Rawls
Treasurer-M. "YV. Elmes
Associate Treasurer-Geo. F. Sutherland
Assistant Treasurer-Roger Woodruff
Medical Adviser-Dr. J. G. Vaughan

DIVISION OF HOME MISSIONS AND

CHURCH EXTENSION

Chairman-Bishop A. Frank Smith
Vice-Chairman-Mr. Frank E. Baker
Recording Secretary-Mrs. W. R. Brown
Executive Secretary (Home Missions) -Dr. E.

D. Kohlstedt
Executive Secretary (Church Extension) -Dr.

T. D. Ellis
Assistant-Rev. G. M. Davenport

Executive Secretary (Church Extension) -Dr.
F. W. Mueller

Assistant-Rev. H. C. Leonard
Treasurer-,"'. J. Elliott
Assistant Treasurer-H. Conwell Snoke
Assistant Treasurer-Rev. W. V. Cropper
Goodwill Industries-Oliver Friedman
Negro Work-Edgar A. Love
City Work-Channing A. Richardson
Town and Country''''ork-Aaron H. Rapking

DIVISION OF WOMAN'S CHRISTIAN SERVICE

Chairman-Mrs. J. D. Bragg
Vice-Chairman-Mrs. J. W. Mills
Recording Secretary-Mrs. Fred A. Lamb
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Continued from page 18

Japan's Challenge to United Methodism
Continued from page 29

The Challenge of America to
Methodist Women

EXTRA MONEY'
in Spare Tilne.

more Christian. For Methodist women to
be apathetic in these dark days is to
betray their church and their Christian
faith. The destiny of Christianity de
mands the best every Christian has to
give now. The 'hopes and fears of all
the years' are hanging precariously on
the fate of what is happening to Chris
tianity right here in these United States
now.

To think in terms of America ex
clusively and of what Methodist women
should do for America in this hour
when the fate of all countries and of all
peoples is so inexorably bound together
may seem smug and selfish. The follow
ing quotation from a ·study entitled
'Spiritual Factors in the Peace Failure,
1919-1939' reported by the correspond
ent from Central Europe for The
Christian Centul'y seems apropos at this
point: 'In spite of all their defects, the
democratic people find themselves in
the position of preserving more than
their material interests. They are en
trusted with the preservation of the
European spiritual tradition.' Certainly
the weal and woe of anyone land can
not be considered apart from the rest
of the world. And yet what is done to
bulwark Christianity in the United
States, to safeguard the home, the child
life and the youth of this land, and to
bring the abundant life to the under
privileged and disadvantaged of all races
will indirectly if not directly affect every
other part of the world. United Meth
odist women stand this day determined
to make America safe for Christianity,
not for America's sake alone, but for
the sake of the whole world.

In the last analysis the challenge is a
spiritual one. The women of Methodism
can serve the world best by conserving
every available spiritual resource in
America, by exploring new frontiers of
Christian service, by being sensitive to
the new and unpredictable in the realm
of the spirit, and by remembering that
privilege and responsibility are synony
mous.

'Unto whomsoever much is given, of
him shall be much required: and to
whom men have committed much, of
him they will ask the more.'

Herein lies the challenge of America
to Methodist women.
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One often hears non-Christians wonder
ingly observe tllat only those social
workers who are Christians stay long in
social work in Japan.

To sum it up, 'the harvest truly is
plenteous, but the laborers are few.'
Furthermore, our united Methodism has
few missionaries in Japan who are spe
cially trained to meet most of the spe
cific challenges mentioned above, espe
cially urban and rural Christian social
work, children's welfare and children's
activities, kindergarten· and nursery
school supervision. The new Methodist
Church is faced with the challenge
Japan for Christ-her every area of
living and thinking under the sway of
tlle Life-giving Savior. Japan is choos
ing anew whom she will serve. Method
ism must convincingly offer her the
dynamic, victorious Christ, and she must
make haste to do so.

every 2,000 persons. There are also tllose
first Americans, the Indians, who after
more than three hundred years of living
under the influence of American civiliza
tion are not yet won to Christianity.
Their needs are appalling. One-half of
the children of Protestant background
in the United States are without reli
gious instruction, not to mention the
people-children and adults-of other
faiths and the adults of Protestantism
who are living under a blackout of
spiritual ideals.

But why pile up figures? We have
enough unassimilated statistics as a re
sult of surveys and fact-finding inquiries
to keep Methodist women informed on
social, economic, political, and religious
problems in America for a generation.
All such material is available to those
who desire it from Government offices
and from private foundations. This data
should do more than arouse sympathies.
It should stir every Methodist woman to
action I

Surely the tragic events which are
transpiring in otller lands should arouse
Christian women, particularly Method
ist women because they represent such
a large Christian body, to an acute con
sciousness that our country is about the
last laboratory left for working out Chris
tian ideals. This democratic form of
government, imperfect as it may be, is
Christianity's best vehicle for demon
strating the principles and teachings of
the gospel. Seeing the other democracies
with their backs to the wall should
arouse all Christians to a new realiza
tion of the urgency of making America

'forgotten element in our population'
the missionary agencies have made but
a start that is highly inadequate to touch
even tlle fringe of the need. There is
little or no religious instruction and
there are no educational opportunities
for these children whose infant mortality
rate triples the national average. Some
times at four years of age, they are work
ing in fields, weeding various crops and
picking berries or vegetables. Children
fourteen years old and older are work
ing in canneries and in drying sheds
eighteen hours a day, for barely eight
cents an hour. This sitnation is a child
problem to which Methodist women
must address themselves realistically in
the coming days, for there are church
workers in only thirteen of the forty-six
states that employ migratory labor.
These children represent a large group
of potential American citizens. Their
future as good citizens is contingent
upon the opportunities which are given
them for the development of a whole
some, normal, growing life.

The social and economic maladjust
ments which need correction are so ob
vious that they hardly need to be
mentioned. Among minority groups
none presents a greater challenge than
tlle Negro. Out of 13,000,000 Negroes
in the United States, forty-five per cent
do not have employment. These people
represent the lowest income group in
this country. They are inadequately
housed and fed and a vast proportion
of them are in ill healtll. Only 7,000
hospital beds are available to Negroes,
which is an average of one bed for

throng the cities' crowded streets and con
gested slum sections are also God's un
touched children. This group constitutes
in many ways the Christian mission's
most difficult problems, perhaps in any
land, for these people are difficult to
help and hard to hold because it is a
constantly shifting group. The Method
ist Episcopal bodies bring to tlle new
Methodist Church two or three Ollt
standing, well,organized efforts to reach
this group, while the Southern Church
also has recently made some fruitful ex·
periments in the field of urban social
work. Neitller is the government un
mindful of these needy people of its
industrial centers. It does not shrink
from a task that it has inherited along
with industrialization that has brought
to Japan in twenty-five or thirty years
changes for which Europe's industrial
revolution required a hundred years.
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A United Methodism in Africa
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Methodist missionary ever accomplished
in a like time as much as did Cox dur
ing his first month in Liberia. A few
days after his arrival he held the first
Methodist camp meeting in Africa,

Virginia, on November 1, 1832, aboard
the ship 'Jupiter.~ On the ship were
fifty-four persons, including thirty-nine
Negro emigrants. By the second day of
the voyage Cox had ascertained that
only seven of the grOup were Christians,
and confided to his diary, 'Would that
others might be added before we reach
Africa:

On Friday, March 8, 1833, Cox could
write 'Thank God, I am now in Li
beria.' He was welcomed by a former
emigrant, Acting Governor A. D. Wil
liams, who was a Methodist local preach
er. Cox immediately purchased an
unfurnished house in Monrovia for mis
sion headquarters. To his mother he
gave the following picture of the in
terior of the first Methodist mission
house: 'I have bought a table, a candle
stick, a few cups and saucers, a pound of
tea, a kroo of rice, a few mackerel, bor
rowed one teaspoon, a cot to sleep on
and <J.m living on rice, morning, noon,
and night. But I assure you it eats
sweetly. We have beef, mutton, goat,
and some pork here but they are so
exorbitantly high, I don't choose to in
duige myself with them.'

It is doubtful whether any other

and problems. But in one thing all can
unite, and that is in making Christ
known as the blessed savior of men who
alone can save them from their sins and
make them new creatures in him.

Then the new converts must be led
onward and upward, as Christ led his
disciples, until they can comprehend the
fuller life and the infilling by the Holy
Spirit. Each of the five Methodist Con
ferences has camp meetings where there
have been experiences such as Demas
Chama once described to me in a letter
while I was on furlough.

'0 Mama,' he VlTote, 'I wish you could
have been here. There were about five
thousand people present and the Holy
Spirit came down like at Pentecost. All
over the grounds people were rising from
their knees praising God. Scores were
standing up at one time telling what
God had done for them. We were all
baptized with power and the Holy
Ghost: And they went back to their
towns and villages to carry these Good
Tidings and many, hearing their glow
ing testimonies and still better, seeing
their changed lives, believed and so, as
of yore, the church was increased daily
by those who were saved.

Bless the Lord, 0 my Seul.
The Methodists are one People:

responsibility for his salary. Friends of
Cox warned him of the dangers to
which he would be exposed but he was
deaf to their suggestions. He wrote,
'One advises that I should .take my
coffin with me; another thinks it is
offering murder for sacrifice; and a third
thinks that it is flying directly in the
face of Providence which hath more
than thrice said "the white missionary
shall not live there," but these see as I
see not, think as I think not, and feel
as I feel not: To his brother he wrote
that a missionary to Africa must not ex
pect beds of down, sofas of ease, or
tables of luxury, but instead the scald
ing rays of a vertical sun, the miasma of
the low lands, and perhaps death. Cox,
however, declared, 'If God be in a mis
sion, a den of lions shall be a quiet
home, or a burning furnace a paradise:

Before sailing for Africa, a student of
Wesleyan University, said to him, 'Bet
ter take your coffin with you: Cox re
plied: 'If I die in Africa, you must come
over and write my epitaph: 'I will,' re
plied the young man, 'but what shall I
write?' 'Write,' said Cox, '''Let a thou
sand fall before Africa be given up." ,

Cox sailed for Liberia from Norfolk,

Our First Foreign Missionary
Continued from page 8

artistic and charming as any chapel I
have ever seen. There were several
others, but the heavy rains made it diffi.
cult to go to as many as we should have
liked to visit. Fortunately, we were able
to reach all of the main stations.

Music plays a large part in the Chris·
tian church, and there were some very
fine demonstrations of that at ''''embo
Nyama. The native leaders need to be
come sufficiently skilled to be able to di
rect their own dlOirs. In all the other
l'vIethodist conferences in Africa this has
been done already. Moreover, the
American Board missions in Angola
have all gone far ahead of us Method
ists. Some years ago at one of their
anniversaries their native people were
able to give eleven oratorios by heart,
and they have native pianists and even
·pipe organists on their main stations. I
prefer to hear the natives sing without
any instrument. They can blend their
voices far better. I like to play the or
gan but for years would not admit the
fact. I recall once when the congrega
tion started out on one key and wound
up on another in spite of the organ.
Then I gave it up. Besides, Africans can
sing anywhere without an instrument,
and can learn to sing harmoniously.

Every Conference, aye, and every sta
tion, has its own individuality, setting,
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more than five thousand pupils. His day
school had, by 1933, become twenty-five
schools, with seventy-two teacllers.

In 1932-1933 the Melville B. Cox Cen
tennial was celebrated. A special service
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additional miSSIOns: at Grand Bassa; at
Cape Mount, along the coast; and at
Sego, on the Niger River, in the very
heart of Africa. He asserted that in each
of the misisons he wished to have a pri
mary school, a college or seminary, and
an agricultural and industrial school. It
is an interesting fact that Cox's views
have been followed by modern Method
ist Liberian leaders. In 1917 Bishop A.
P. Camphor declared that one of Li
beria's greatest needs was a first-class in
dustrial school, with departments of
agriculture, trades, and household eco
nomics.

In his short missionary career Cox
adopted a statesmenlike attitude toward
the evangelization of Liberia, namely,
an insistance on the necessity of native
leadership. On November 16, 1832, while
waiting for embarkation, he notified
his brother that he was trying to per
suade from six to eight intelligent col
ored preachers to accompany him to
Liberia. He hoped that hundreds woblet
follow him there, and that these Ameri
can colored preachers. some with spades.
plows, axes, hammer and saw, would be
found in almost every village in Africa.
On May 4, 1833, Cox informed the
Missionary Society that he had placed
a colored brother, Isaac Siggins, in
charge of a mission, an arrangement
which he asserted was better for the
success of all concerned-the mission,
the colony, and the natives. He held
that the Negroes were better suited to
the climate than white men, and that

.this policy would tend to allay the petty
jealousies concerning white influence
that existed in Liberia. Of Siggins, Cox
wrote, 'He can preach well, uses good
!anguage, is deeply pious and reads only
ordinarily well and writes but poorly.'

Cox had died before his dream for a
Methodist school in Liberia could be
realized, but another Methodist mission
ary, Jabez A. Burton, who followed Cox,
founded in 1839 Monrovia Seminary,
later named College of West Africa.
This college has played an important
part in Liberia. So many leaders have
been educated in this, college that it is
asserted that if this institution had not
been established the history of Liberia
would be a different story. Affiliated
with the college is the Stokes Bible
School, whicll prepares young men for
the M,ethodist ministry.

As Cox had hoped, his death com
municated a powerful impetus to the
missionary cause. By 1835, eleven Meth
odist missionaries had sailed from
America to Liberia, and others followed.
Since the death of Cox, Liberia has
never been without a Methodist mis
sionary. One hundred years after the
death of Cox there were forty-four
preachers in the Liberia Annual Con
ference, with one hundred local preach
ers and exhorters. The little Sunday
school started by Cox had grown to

which resulted in about twenty-five
conversions. By April, Cox had estab
lished both Sunday schools and day
schools for children. Finding a number
of Methodists already there, he held a
conference with them which resulted,
on April ninth, in their organization
into a Methodist Churdl. These mem
bers became imbued with Cox's spirit,
for they resolved that 'we will, as soon
and as fast as the wants of our families
will justify it, leave the services of tables
and give ourselves wholly to the work
of the ministry.'

Within a few weeks Cox had accom
plished marvelous things. but his labors
were interrupted on April twelfth by an
attack of African fever, prevalent in Li
beria. He wrote: 'I have had a severe
attack of fever and -am now able to sit
up a little. How it will turn with me is
still very doubtful since the fever sel
dom leaves you with but one attack.
Most of the time I have had to be my
own physician and nurse.' For twelve
days he was confined to his bed, and on
April twenty-seventh was able to walk
in his room. 'W'hen he felt that he was
fairly on the way to recovery he con
tracted a severe cold and a second at
tack of fever ensued. The rainy season
added to his discomfort. 'Nurses were
not available, and the physician. also,
was suffering from fever.

On June twenty-third, Cox wrote:
'My poor body is emaciated to a de
gree never before known. My first fever
was very violent and ten or twelve days
long and reduced me much; my second,
which was short but no less violent,
helped it on; but my third which has
been more violent and longer than
either, has left me mere skin and bones.'
On June twenty-sixth he made his last
entry in his diary: 'It is now four days
since I have seen a physician. My fever
was dreadfully high last night. This
morning I feel as feeble as mortality
can well.' He died on Sunday, July 21,
1833, and was buried in Monrovia. A
monument erected by Boston Methodists
marks the grave of the pioneer Method
ist missionary, who died when only
thirty-three years old.

Cox died as a true missionary. During
his illness his chief concern was over
the future missionary work in Africa.
He expressed regret that other mission
aries and teachers had not arrived. He
urged Acting Governor Williams, who
was returning to America, to present the
necessity of more laborers for Liberia.
On June twenty-first he wrote, 'Nature
dies but I shall live again.' On June
twenty-sixth he closed his diary with 'To
God I commit all.'

Cox had had instructions to make
quarterly reports to the Missionary So
ciety. He was able to make only one re
port; in this he offered his program for
the future. He declared that if God
spared his life he would establish three
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for self govcrnment. The desccndants
of the carly cmigrants have continued
to bc thc dominant governing element,
but some natives have become leaders.
In 1922, one hundred years after King
Peter, the African chieftain, had led an
attack upon the first emigrants, his
great-grandson was Secreary of Educa
tion for Liberia. It is notable that many
officers of the Liberian government havc'
been Methodists.

Economically, Liberia has always been
a relatively backward country. Liberia
has been poo'r, and has had to struggle
with primitive conditions, but it has
large and untapped resources.

More than one hundred years have
passed since Melville' B. Cox sailed as
the first foreign missionary of undivided
Methodism. Today, united Methodism
can be proud of this young man who,
by his life and death, aroused the con
science of American Methodism to its
world task. From his spirit and ac
complishments lessons, can be drawn
concerning the solving of racial prob
lems, for they are still with us today as
they were in 1832. We admire his states
manship in the launching of the mission.
and his plans for the future, and are
proud of the fact that American Meth
odism has never abandoned Liberia.

Above all, we can never forget the
indomitable spirit of Melville. Cox,
who, though suffering from tuber
culosis, would never admit until the
moment of death that he was not able
to render a service, both at home and
abroad. Though the life of this first
hero of American Methodist missions
was brief, we must agree with Bishop
Francis J. McConnell that he lived long
enough to show what grim determina
tion can do in the world. 'Grim determi
nation,' continues Bishop McConnell,
'was Cox's slogan and must still be the
slogan of the missionary:
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Sara Estelle Haskin, Editor

were raised for the completion of the
Cox Memorial Building of the College
of West Africa, which was dedicated on
March 9, 1933, by Bishop E. S. Johnson.

Modern Liberia is about the size of
Ohio. It has a coastline of 350 miles,
and extends from ninety to two hundred
miles into the interior. The population
is between 2,000,000 and 2,500,000, all
Africans. Of this number about 100,000
are listed as the civilized population.
The great majority are still typical
African natives, organized in tribes.

In political organization Liberia is
one of the few independent states in
Africa. It is the only government in
Africa maintained upon a democratic
basis by black· people, and is still an
experiment in the black man's capacity
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was held at the General Conference of
1932. The Centennial was observed at
Hallowell, Maine, on November 9, 1932,
under the auspices of the Maine Con
ference. The church at Hallowell in
which Cox had been baptized was re
named 'Cox Memorial Methodist
Church: Norfolk Methodists held a spe
cial service at Murray's Wharf, from
which Cox sailed for Liberia; and a
bronze commemorative plate was placed
on the wall of a building that was stand
ing one hundred years ago. July 21,
1933, the one hundredth anniversary of
the death of Cox, was designated as the
Melville B. Cox Day of Prayer. In Feb
ruary, 1933, the Liberia Annual Con
ference held a Cox memorial service.
During the Centennial celebration funds
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This Magazine Is Yours

WORLD OUTLOOK is the general mIssIOnary periodical of

united American Methodism. It is yours-whoever and

wherever you are-if you are a Methodist.

WORLD OUTLOOK is the magazine of the 'whole Church

the ,,,oman's societies-the official boards-the congregation

-all individuals and organizations. It covers Home 1vlis
sions, Foreign Missions, Church Extension, General ''''ork,

Woman's "Work-everything missionary.

Look over this copy. Do you not think VVORLD OUTLOOK is

the foundation on which to build the greatest home journal

of religion ever built?

WORLD OUTLOOK depends upon these: The Preachers. The

Local Church Board of Missions and Church Extension.

The Local Church Woman's Society of Christian Service.

These, with other co-operating agencies and persons, are

the circulation agents.

,

Let us all begin NOW. Working together,
let us quickly build up a large circulation.
WORLD OUTLOOK must be in every
Methodist home.
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A 'Plunge' That Succeeded
Several years ago the religious periodicals of the country were having a hard

time. They could not make LOngue and buckle meet.
They began to exercise all the customary maneuvers of the hard-pressed.

Cheaper paper. Fewer pages. Syndicated materials. 'Patent sheets.' Unpaid editors.
'Spurts' of various kinds.

But decline continued. Today the problem of maintaining a worthy religious
press is pressing every Church.

In those days 'VORLD OUTLOOK was hard pressed too. Rut we executed none of
the customary maneuvers. ''''e decided that the only way to survive was to pro
duce a magazine with survival value.

Not in our opinion. But in the opinion of the person being asked to buy it. If
he (nobody else) thought \'VORLD OUTLOOK worth buying, it would be bought.

So instead of retrenching, ''''ORLD OUTLOOK increased. Added pages. Added a
cover. Added color. Added pictures. Added rotogravure section. Improved paper
stock. Increased' price.

'VORLD OUTLOOK was the only periodical that did this. It took a plunge. It
met a new situation with modern methods.

''''hat happened?
Circulation began to ·increase. Readers came back. New ones came. Income.

mounted. Deficits were wiped out. Surplus accumulated.
"VORLD OUTLOOK demonstrated that the application of modern journalistic

methods to the problem of the religious press will win.
It had courage. It produced a magazine worth the price. It applied weIl

thought-out promotional methods to its circulation. It won, while its contempo
raries that clung to the old conservative maneuvers continued to lose.

'Nhich, of course, was exactly what happened in the secular field. The impor
tant magazines today are new ones. Remember Everybody's :Magazine? Remem
ber Literary Digest? Remember the others that have disappeared, merged,
shrunk up?

So what?
"VORLD OUTLOOK offers itself to united :Methodism as a going, growing con

cern. It invites critical inspection. Not perfect, but the best there is.
'WORLD OUTLOOK is the foundation on which to build the great home journal

of religion that united Methodism ought to have. It is no experiment. It is a
certainty. .

\VORLD OUTLOOK should have hundreds of new readers immediately. You
can help secure them. Present it to your people. On its merits. As something
they must think is worth the dollar. Secure their subscriptions. Place in the
homes of those for whose spiritual culture you are responsible a periodical that
will attract the eye, enlighten the mind, enlarge the vision, and be a real 'means
of grace.'
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