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A glorious pageantry of mankind and history along the
banks of the Nile-Solomon, the Queen of Sheba, Cleo
patra, Caesar, Bonaparte, adventurers, rulers, heroes
all thread this monumental story. 50 fascinating photo
graphs, 6 maps; bound in fine Guild Buckram; 619 pages.
Originally $5.00.

NOllr A,rAILABLE AT
iUlAZINGLY LOllr PRICES

The bookcvcr)'body's been talking about! Here's Mr. Van
Loon's greatest--a magnificent work that's been called "a
library and an art gallery in one volume"! Contnins 850
delightful pages, 180 inimitable Van Loon dra,,;ngs-18
in full color, 32 in tone, 100 in black and white. Regular
$3.95 edition.

THE ARTS
1I,'.lIendrik "-iIIem '~nn 1..0011

For II limited time~ ~l.nn

~1.98

THE Nll..E
II)' Emil I~udwig

Complete, unabridged, including his finest short stories and
such memorable novels as Huckleberry Finn, Life on the
Mississippi, A Connecticut Yankee, Tom Sawyer. 1,204
pages of delightful, heart-warming entertainment.
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The g'reat novel that broke all best-selling- records. Over
n million copies sold at the regular price of $3.00.

The standard reference book on all music-revised, up-to
date with complete pronouncing biographicnl dictionar)"
of composers and musicians, authoritative essays on nil
major figures, dictionary of musical terms. Special sec
tion gives synopses of 90 operas, plus articles on such per
sonalities as Cesar Franck, 'Va~ner, Sullivan, Gersh,,;n,
Sibelius, Stravinsky and many others. Originally $5.00.
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The long-awaited biogra
phy of Madame i\larie
Curie, discoverer of radi
um, b\;ce winner of the
Nobel Prize for Science,
the greatest of all women
scientists, one of the
world's m 0 s t brilliant
women. It is written by
her daug-hter, from rec
ords published and unpub
lished, out of affection
and remembrance. Thou
sands have been sold at
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THE BISHOPS OF THE METHODIST CHURCH

Bottom row (left to right): Edgar Blahe, Detroit; Eben S. Robinson (retired), Portland; Lestcr Smith, Cincin
nati; ArtJlt~r J. Moore, China; John L. Nuelsen, Geneva, Switzerland; U. V. W. Darlington, Louisville; Herbert
Welch (rehred), New Yorh; Frederich D. Leete (retired), Deland, Florida; John M. MOOl'e (retired), Dallas; Edwin
H. Hughes, Washington; William F. Anderson (retired), Winter Parh, Florida; John C. Broomfield, St. Louis;
Paul B. ~ern, Nashville; James H. Straughn, Baltimore; Brenton T. Badley (retired), India; Juan E. Gattinoni,
Buenos AIres.

Middle row (left to right): E. ,L. Waldorf, Chicago; W. TV. Peele, Richmond; Clare Purcell, Charlotte; C. C.
Selecman, Ohlahoma City; Robert E. Jones, Columbus; Matthew W. Clair (retired), Covington, Kentuchy; Charles
L. Meade, Kansas City; Adna W. Leonard, Pittsburgh; John Gowdy, China; H. A. Boaz (retired), Fort Worth;
Ernest G. Richardson, Philadelphia; Titus Lowe, Indianapolis; James C. Baher, Los Angeles; Frederick T. Keeney
(retired), Chicago; J. Washom Pichett, India; Wallace E. Brown, Portland ..

' .. Top row (left to right): Ralph S. Cushman, St. Paul; J. Ralph Magee, Des Moines; Wilbur E. Hammaher, Den
ver; Charles TV. Flint, Syracuse; F. H. Otto Melle, Franhfort-am-Main, Germany; J. L. Decell, Birmingham;
Francis J. McConnell, New Yorh; G. Bromlev Oxnam, Boston; A.P. Shaw, New Orleans; TV. C. Martin, Omaha;
A. Frank Smith, Houston; Ivan Lee Holt, Dallas; Edwin F. Lee, Singapore; Jashwant R. Chitamber, India; Ray
mond J. Wade, Stochholm; George A. Miller (I'etired), San Jose, Calif.; John M. Springer, Africa.

A Bishops' Cru~ade in The Methodist Church

I !

·1

T AIUNG a hint from the Bishops' Crusade which
so remarkably lifted the spiritual life of the for
mer Methodist Episcopal Church, South, the

Council of Bishops of The Methodist· Church will
lead a similar Crusade across the entire nation in
January and February of 1940. This the Bishops were
requested to do by the Uniting Conference, and
their statement of acceptance was ordered read in
all the churches.

The purpose of the new Bishops' Crusade is to
interpret the meaning of unification and make it
a living reality to all our people. Northern Bishops

. will go South and Southern Bishops will go North.
An attempt will be made to weld Methodism into
a spiritual unity so that the Church may face its

task wi~h maximum energy and effectiveness.
While spiritual life, evangelism, and ~very interest

of the Church will be stressed, Missions will be at
the heart of this Bishops' Crusade. It CQuld not be
otherwise if the movement expected largesuc~ess.

Here center the affections and loyalties of 'our peo~

pIe. They believe in everything the Church does,
but nothing ever moves them as does the missionary
appeal. The Methodist Church must realize its unity
and in its 'new strength launch a mighty offensive on
all its missionary frontiers at home apd abroad, and
the Crusade of the Bishops will make' a great cone
tribution to that end. The missionary forces of the
united Church are exhorted to look forward to and
pray earnestly for this import~nt enterprise. .

Entered as second,class matter at the post office at Nashville, Tenn., under Act af March 3, 1879, Acceptance for mailing at a special" rate of postage
provided for in Section 1103, Act of October 3, 1917, and authorized on July 5, 1918. Published monthly at 815 Demonbreuu Street, Nashville, Tenn.
Editorial offices at 706 Church Street, Nashville, Tenu. The price of subscription is oue dollar net a year. Printed in U. S. A.
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SIt/dcllts frolll Moorc MCII/orial Church in Shanghai scmillg thc Rcd Cross

What Does the Future Hold
for China?

By Marcus Mervine

..

.....

JAPAN'S legions several we~ks ago completed the
occupation of Canton and Hankow. They en
tered both great Chinese cities with scarcely a

shot being fired. China's gallant but ill-equipped
defenders retreated. General Chiang Kai-shek re
moved his capital to Chungking. The news services
predicted the end of Chinese resistance. Inspired re
ports were cabled from Tokyo and Shanghai that
'peace based on terms dictated by Japan will come
within a few days:

It is a bold, difficult, and perhaps foolish task to
sit down at a typewriter (shortly after the fall of
Hankow had been announced) and attempt to evalu
ate the frightful events and forecast the course of
events during the next few months,

The one thing it is safe to predict, despite press re
ports to the contrary, is that Chinese resistance
against the Japanese invaders will continue. The
only qualification I make is that Britain, France,
Germany, and Italy do not step in to mediate a
'peace' in Asia by the mutilation of China as they
secured 'peace' in Europe by the dismemberment
of Czechoslovakia. .

However, before we considel: the future let us
review the situation at present. 'We are all familiar
with the shock to the Chinese system of defense
caused by the loss of Canton, Hankow, and large
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sections of the Canton-Hankow Railway. l'vIost im
portant of all, it means the loss of China's last free
channel for arms imports and complete dependence
upon routes through British, French~ and Russian
territories. How long Britain and France will care
or dare to ignore the saber-rattling of Japanese
Major Generals is a matter of conjecture, probably
not· very long if the 'Munich l\{ood' prevails in
Whitehall and the Quay d'Orsay.

Actually, however, nothing has happened in the
Sino-Japanese conflict so far that has not been fore
seen. A year ago the civil government commenced
moving to Chungking and the military headquarters
prepared for a change to Henyang in the mountain
fastnesses of Hunan. Hundreds of thousands of work
ers have been building t.he Burma-Yunnan and the
Sinkiang-Szechuan roads in preparation for the loss
of Canton and other Chinese ports. China's educa
tiomll and industrial projects long ago moved out of
the path of japan's advance.

If the objective of the Japanese campaign in South
China and the vVuhan cities was the destruction of
the main forces of the Chinese, then it may be said
categorically that the Japanese have failed. The with
drawal of the Chinese living forces on all fronts was
complete and orderly! and the Chinese destruction
of bridges, roads, public utilities, and other projects
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112 China there are three areas: (I) the occujlied area under japanese control; (2) the threatened m'eas adjacent to and between the
occupied areas; (3) Free China or the vast area untouched by the jajJanese. In the occupied area, the japanese contml only the larger
cities and lines of communication. It is dotted with Chinese guerilla forces, which prevent effectual control uv the jajlanese, and indi
cate that the territory has not really been conquered. Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shelt'scapital is at Chungking. 'He has access to materials
through Burma, Indo-China, and Russia. Note the number of railways projectrd into the interior. One of the most important develop
ments is that the great interior is being pOjJlllated lind developed; many industl'ies, banks, and colleges have moved into this vast but
little known and neglected area. The mall shows that China is fm- fmm defeated. General Chiang has ado/Hed II masterly strategy. UtI

able to win in IJitched battle, his strategy is to withdraw gradually while contesting evel)' inch of the way. Thus, while inflicting
heavy losses on the invaders" he endeavol's to draw them deep into the interior, where the Chinese will have great advantage and the in
vading armies will be much weakened because their lines will be sh'etched Jar behind to pmteet their communications. This thin line
will be very vulnerable to the raids of Chinese guerillas. Unless, therefore, TVestem Powers force a peace while japml ocwpies strategic
centers, the Chinese seem sure of ultimate victory unless her currency collapses. Chinese strategy demands a long win to wear down the
invader. Friends of China should remember this.

Japanese into the interior. As the Japanese progress
in South China they are going to find the way more
difficult· at each step . . . . and each step forward
means more guerillas to fight in their rear. It is
China's war of attrition, of wearing down. It is doubt
ful if the defenders will make a stand until they
reach the mountainous regions between Kwantung
and Hunan-regions where the trains are more often
inside the tunnels than out, regions which are served
by direct routes from Yunnan, China's great south
western base.

As for a direct attack up the Yangtze Gorges to
Chungking,' the Japanese may do it, but it will be

of military value to the Japanese was carried out suc
cessfully according to careful plans. General Chiang
Kai-shek has often ,said that the preservation of his
basic forces was his primary tactical problem in the
defense of Wuhan and Canton. For this reason the
loss of "Vuhan was of secondary importance and does
not signify a military decision over all China.

It m\.lst also be remembered that by their attacks
in South China, the Japanese have committed them
selves to greater expenditures in blood and treasure
than they have ever before contemplated. The Chi
nese have never planned long·-term resistance on the
coast; their strategy always has been to draw the
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These shells and shrapnel from Japallese gUllS struck Moore
Memorial Church ill Shallghai

the first time in 4,000 years that any army has ever
done it. Armies have swept out of those mountains
and gorges and captured Hankow, but no army in
history has battled up those raging torrents and
forbidding cliffs to capture Szechuen, the richest and
largest province in China, several thousand square
miles bigger than France.

.It took ten and one-half months of hard fighting
to reach Hankow from Nanking. China has lost only
500,000 square miles, or one-tenth of her entire
country, to the invaders, who in turn have suffered
more than 400,000 casualties. If the present ratio
continued, it would require Japan some twelve years
and a total of 4,000,000 dead and wounded to con
quer the whole of China.

But it takes more than back country and man
power to defend one's homeland. It takes money,
nerves, military skill, technical knowledge, physical
stamina, moral courage, spiritual faith-and war sup
plies. The Chinese have sufficient of these resources
for another year of fighting. Among the Chinese
people and the great majority of Chinese leaders, the
national consciousness, the spirit of sacrifice, the will
ingness to be of service to China, has attained un-·
precedented levels. In the capacity of the Chinese, in
dividually and nationally, sacrifice has become one
of the nation's strongest weapons, and there is a
likelihood that the reverses may stir the Chinese
masses to even greater self-immolation. The Chinese
may never succeed in defeating the Japanese from a
military point of view, but there are so many points
at which Japan is vulnerable that eventual military
victory may still entail actual, national defeat.

There is a chance-let us face the fact squarely
that a few Chinese leaders may lose their nerve and
seek a peace on terms dictated by Japan. One may
not minimize the psychological effect of great losses
upon the leaders and the masses of the Chinese peo
ple. Certainly this is the acid test of China's new
found national unity. On the other hand, if China's
morale sustains the frightful shocks and her
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organized ,frontal resistance goes on, It IS
Japan that must watch the morale of her
troops and soldiers who have been led
to believe that the fall of Hankow meant
the virtual end of the war. They were
gloating then. Will they be weeping to
morrow?

Suppose, however, a situation should
arise in which General Chiang Kai-shek
believes it best for the sake of his country
and his people to resign and live abroad,
as Eduard Benes resigned and left Czecho
slovakia, and a new Chinese government
more amicable to the Japanese war lords
was established, would all be sweetness
and light in Asia? vVe who have lived in
China, who know and love the Chinese
people, who have watched the spread-
ing of Japanese terror and dope in Man

churia, know better. \Ve know we would see 'the
lights go out' in that great old country. We under
stand the implications. vVe see the end of American
and foreign commerce, the driving out of our mis
sion schools and hospitals, the closing of Chinese in
stitutions of higher learning and instillation of Japa
nese 'culture' in the lower schools, and· perhaps
worst of all, the degradation of millions of Chinese
peasants by opium and narcotics.

But it seems to me and to many other missionaries,
correspondents, and others who have visited Shensi,
Shansi, and Hopei during the past year that there is
one organized group of Chinese who would never
cease their struggle against the Japanese invaders.
The Chinese Communists would form a Popular
Front government with its capital in Sian or some
other interior city, and fight on forever; organizing
guerilla warfare throughout the land, mobilizing and
teaching the farmers, the peasants, the workers, and
tens of thousands of other non-Communist Chinese
patriots who refuse to live under a Japanese puppet
government. Receiving their war supplies from Rus
sia and from raids on Japanese communications, liv
ing off the country, always on the move, they probably
could never be exterminated.

What a bitter commentary on the callous indiffer
ence of the American people who hate and fear Com
munism here or anywhere else in the world-that we
as a nation render such indispensable economic and
military assistance to the Japanese armed forces as to
enable them to blast out of existence a great peace
ful nation while the remaining remnant becomes a
Soviet Russian satellite!

And if such a condition should ever arise, it is
quite likely that those who swallowed the Japanese
propaganda that Japan is 'fighting communism-not
the Chinese people'-will say, 'I told you so.' It is
their type of mentality. This mentality was typified
by a Japanese Army spokesman in Peiping recently
who told correspondents, 'The Japanese Army's mis
sion of exterminating communism is only begin-
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ning. 'Vhy, when the war started there were only
50,000 communists in North China-now there are
500,0001'

If ~he Munich Powers conspire to stab China in
the back, China's only remaining hope is the United
States. Our country has treated China very shabbily
during her life-and-death struggle for freedom and
independence, but American acquiescence to the par
titioning of China in return for Japanese promises
of the Open Door, freedom of the eastern seas, and
other 'concessions,' would be the crowning shame.
Britain's sun is setting in the East. Perhaps she real
izes that a complete Japanese victory without her aid
would mean a change from twilight to darkness. She
can save her Far Eastern interests only by a Chinese
victory or by negotiating a 'peace' that will end
China's resistance even in guerilla warfare. Britain
has a powerful weapon to force a peace upon China;
a threat to close the Burma route and induce France

lito close the French Indo-China route.
, I Will President Roosevelt and Mr. Cordell Hull
I stand by with folded hands while Britain, France,

Italy, Germany, and Japan snarl over the flesh and
bones of China? Perhaps they will. Perhaps the Boake
Carters, Dorothy Detzel's, William Randolph Hearsts,
Frederick J. Libbys, and Dorothy Dunbar Bromleys
will be able to create enough noise among the isola
tionists and intellectual share-croppers so that the
Administration dares not lift a finger to save an inch
of free soil for a free Chinese people. Perhaps the
only voices raised in protest against our condonation
of the crucifixion of China on a cross of political ex
pediency will come from the Old Reds and Parlor
Pinks. For two years our country has been the silent
partner of Japan, supplying the airplanes, aviation
gasoline, oil, bombs, steel, scrap iron, chemicals, and
other war materials to the Japanese armed forces to
make the military invasion of China possible. Are
we to complete the job by shouting, 'We wash our
hands of the whole affair' when the Munich Powers
try to force an unwanted peace upon a China still
fighting for her national existence?

It hardly seems likely that Mr. Roosevelt and Mr.
Hull would like history to record that 'the Republic
of China disappeared from the maps of the world
during the administration of President Roosevelt
and Secretary of State Cordell Hull.' The Adminis
tration, however, has shown in previous situations
that it will not act in foreign policy without the
strong and united support of the American people.
Now is the time for the solid mass of middle-class
American citizenry to let our Government know in

I',I Junmistakable te~ms ~hactl,~e nobt only dofnot suPPllort
: I apanese aggreSSIOn In . una, ut we re use to a ow

the European Powers acting on behalf of the Japa
nese militarists to' force a dishonorable peace upon a
friendly Pacific country in which we have vital in
terests, that the United States cannot be ignored in
any attempt at Third Party mediation, and that we
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will not support any peace terms that are unfair and
unjust to China.

The time is not ripe yet to talk mediation either
by the United States or any Third Power. Japan has
not had enough of a whipping yet. Time will always
play in favor of China, and Japan knows she must
win a quick victory or perish. Negotiations for an
armistice, as a prelude to peace negotiations, 'would
only act to Japan's advantage at this juncture. The
grip upon Hankow and Canton would give Japan too
great an advantage in bargaining. An armistice would
give Japan a chance to CONsolidate her military gains,
to conduct 'mopping up' operations along her lines
of communications and in the unconquered areas
between railways and roads, to give her war-weary
soldiers a rest; to suppress the spirit of resistance
among the farmers and peasants, to burn and destroy
thousands of villages where any defiance appears, to
seize enough loot in the occupied areas to strengthen
her resources, to repair bridges and military projects
destroyed by the Chinese, and to secure additional
war supplies and credits from abroaq.

When the first President Roosevelt stepped in and
called a halt to the Russo-Japanese War in 1905,
both countries were near the point of exhaustion and
both countries were praying for peace. America gave
it to them in the Treaty of Portsmouth, and it was a
peace that has endured to this day. No peace forced
upon China and Japan at this juncture could endure.
When it comes, it must be a peace that can stand the
post-war economic and nervous strain, a peace with
honor to both proud nations.

Propped up in front of me are the newspapers of
the day. The headlines read:

HA~KOW BURNS AS JAPANESE OCCUpy CITY

RETREATINC TROOPS DEMOLISH BUILDINGS

. END OF 'VAR IN SIGHT

CHIANG REPORTED IN HONGKONG

BRITAIN) GERMANY PLAN PEACE FOR CHINA

P~EDICT CHIANG'S FALL IN FORTNIGHT) ETC.
. ),

The United Press and International News Serv
ice vied with each other in predicting the end of
China's resistance and the doom of the Chiang re
gime, while the Assoclated Press took a more cau
tious viewpoint.

It is now plain, of course, that correspondents for
those press agencies went out on a limb again, as they
did when the Japanese occupied Shanghai and when
they occupied Nanking. Reporters often grow pan
icky and send out stories of that kind to protect them
selves 'just in case.' General Chiang Kai-shek never
went to Hongkong to discuss peace terms. So far as
known, General Yu Han-mou did not 'surrender his
sword' to the Japanese at Canton. There ,have been
no peace talks yet. Chinese [CONTINUED ON PAGE 33]

[2791 7

,
'I,

::

,j



11 SUlTllTlons to a Larger Evangelism, j
By John R. Mott
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Plans of publicity calculated to arrest and hold attention
on the subject of religion and its relevancy to present·day·
needs.

The recognition of certain times or seasons for evangelistic
effort; for example, Holy ''\Teek.

Concentrating all the Christian forces on a given area, or
class, or interest; for example, an entire city, the government
students of an entire country.

Centering efforts on the youth.

men without Christ. Another and even more potent
source of unselfish desire that issues in action is rev
erent and responsive meditation on God as revealed
in Christ-who he is, where he is, what his character
is, what his ways ha"e ever been, what his resources
are, what his designs on behalf of his children are.
Here again let it be said that unless one is abnormal,
unreal, or dishonest, such dwelling on the loving
Heavenly Father and his provision and wishes for all
his human creatures invariably must prompt one ta ;
unselfish actions. The larger desire so essential ta
evangelism is a product not only of meditation but
also of contagion. It is communicated by Christ him
self. One of the most helpful sermons I ever heard
was by Bishop Thoburn on the text, 'The love of
Christ constraineth me.' The truth in his message
"ihich laid most powerful hold and wrought a great
change in me was that the love of Christ enables
one to love the unlovable. I do not find this in non·
Christian faiths or in the areas of unbelief. It is a
Divine product.

The larger evangelism so much needed today must
be characterized by a far more profound understand
ing of our Message, the Everlasting Gospel, of our
field, of our times, and of our resources, human and
Divine. Larger plans by far must characterize the
evangelism so imperatively needed in these fateful
days. How pitiably inadequate are the plans of the
Christians in contrast with the wide areas and pro
found depths of human need and with the world
wide designs of the Divine Savior of men. How little
the evangelistic programs of our Churches remind
one of the spacious ~onceptions and vast proposals of
Christ, such as 'Ye are the light of the world'}' 'ye are
the salt of the earth'; 'go ye into all the 11J101'ld and
preach the gospel to every C1'erlture'}' 'ye shall be wit
nesses unto me in Jerusalem, and in Samaria, and in
all Judea, and unto the uttermost part of the world.'

Great also.is the need in all the Churches and
their auxiliary agencies of a greater adaptation of
ways and means to meet the requirements of modern
evangelism, A somewhat comprehensive study of re
cent notably successful pieces of evangelism in the
Orient, as well as in the Occident, reveals the value
of such emphases, practices, and means as the fal
lowing:

Dr. John R. Moll

T HE supreme purpose of the Christian Church
is to make Jesus Christ known, trusted, loved,
obeyed, and exemplified in the whole range of

individual life-body, mind, and spirit, and also in
all human relationships. This is incomparably the
most important work for every Christian. It is the
service most needed, and, generally speaking, most
neglected. What activity is so highly multiplying in
its influence? What so enduring in results? The pres
ent is the time of times to lift up this whole subject
of comprehensive evangelism into a place of central
prominence. All over North America, in fact through
out the world, there is need of a summons to the
larger evangelism..Larger in what sense? Larger in
the sense of larger desire. A precursor and an accom
paniment of the most spontaneous and fruitful evan
gelism has ever been unselfish and compelling desire.
All of us are in the habit of doing ,,,,hat we supremely
desire. Happily this desire can be created and de
veloped.

What is the secret of generating such a pure and
mastering desire to win men to Christ and his pro
gram? For one thing, by meditating on the need of
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CHAIRMEN OF EVANGELISM OF THE METHODIST CHURCH

Not a new Christ, for he is 'the same yesterday, today,
yea, and forever'; but a larger Christ. Larger in what
sense? Larger in that there are today millions more
of men and women than a few years ago who have
come into an authentic, first-hand knowledge and
experience of Christ. Larger in that there are so
many entire communities such as Mass Movement
villages of India and certain slums of western cities
completely transformed by the power of the Living
Christ. Larger, thank God, in that in situations of im
possible tension and conflict, for example, in such
areas as that hottest spot interracially, South Africa,
in the Germany of today, and in the serious inter
national complex of the Japan and China relations,
Christ has shown himself able through his followers
in so many instances to transcend these alarming dif
ferences.

We might sum up this challenge to the larger, the
more comprehensive, the more truly adequate evan
gelism by saying that it is a demand for the larger
exposure of men to the Living Christ. It is not in
man that walketh to convert others to Christ. 'No
man can say that Jesus is the Christ but by the Holy
Spirit.' But we can by the life, by word, by direction
to the original writings of the faith, by multiplying
contacts with trust1vorthy witnesses who have had in
dubitable experience of Christ-by these and other
means expose men to Christ. Christ will then make
his own impression. It will be a profound impression
if he makes it. It will be a transforming impression
if he makes it. It will be an enduring impression if
he makes it.

Retreats for those who are to participate in a special evan-
gelistic effort.

Training of personal workers.
The group method.
Religious education, ably planned and conducted.
Larger use of pertinent religious literature.
Multiplying the number of capable apologetic pens and

voices.
Above all, improving greatly the processes of preparation

for and following up of evangelistic campaigns.

vVe are summoned to a far more masterly strategy
in the sense of recognizing and utilizing as never be
fore key positions, significant gTOUpS, dynamic per
sonalities, and providential occasions.

The larger evangelism which we long to see will
result inevitably from a larger unity. On the au
thority of Christ himself real unity is an absolute
essential to the realization of the highest evangelistic
objective. He prayed-think of it-our Lord prayed
that we all might be one, not as an end in itself, but
'that the worId may believe.' Thus the unity of his
fofIowers constitutes the triumphant apologetic.

The larger evangelism demands a larger message.
Nothing short of the integral individual and social
Gospel will suffice. At the notable ''''orId Missionary
Conference on the Mount of Olives a few years ago
the company of Christian leaders from all parts of
the world unanimously adopted a Christian message
for the world mission of Christianity. This statement
covered some eighteen pages, but it could be summed
up in four words-'Our message is- Christ.' It. is well
to remind ourselves that we have a larger Christ.
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Missions at the Uniting Oonference
ByW.G.Cram N.

C
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Dr. W. G. Cram

To have general ovcrsight of the Missionary and Church 
Extension program of the Mcthodist Church, with special
rcference to its devclopmcnt and expansion. to determine the
broad lines of policy and progra~ and, through the respective
Divisions, to carry out the program.

The Board wHI conduct its work through four Di
visions. Three of these Divi- [CONTINUED ON PAGE 34]
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agency. It has been so recognized
by the Methodist Episcopal
Church and will henceforth be so
recognized in' The Methodist
Church. There was in the Meth
odist Episcopal Church a Board of
Hospitals, Homes, and Deaconess
'\lark, and a Hospital Board ex
isted in the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, until it was
merged with the Board of Mis
sions in 1934. Quite divergent i
opinions were presented and de- l
bated in the Committee on Mis- II
sions, but the final decision was
to establish a Board of Hospitals
and Homes, which would be large-
ly advisory to the Methodist Hos
pitals. Orphanages, and Homes
for the Aged operating under in

dependent Boards of Trustees. Deaconess work, for
merly under the Board of Hospitals, Homes, and
Deaconess Work in the Methodist Episcopal Church,
was transferred to the Division of '\Toman's Activi
ties of the new Board of Missions and Church Ex
tension. Last year the :Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, created a Department of Evangelism in its
Board of Missions. In the Methodist Episcopal
Church there has been a Commission on Evangelism.
After much deliberation the Committee voted to
create a Commission on Evangelism separate from
any connectional Board organization.

The Committee was unable to report on Missions
and Church Extension until the day before the ad
journment of the Uniting Conference. This report
united seven agencies heretofore administering Mis
sions and Church 'Extension in the three uniting
Churches into one agency called the Board of Mis
sions and Church Extension. This unified Board has·
a Board of Managers, as follows: (1) All active Bish
ops resident in the United States; (2) One young man
and one young woman under twenty-five years of age
from each Jurisdiction; (3) Certain ministers and,
laymen and an equal number of women. This is the
first time women have been_ given an equality of
representation 011 any major Board.

The main purpose of the Board is thus stated:

[282 J10

T HE Uniting Conference
wasted no time in giving evi
dence that it knew what it

was called to do. ''\lith commend
able care and dispatch it set the
new Church on the march with
banners flying. In transacting its
missionary business it followed no
prearranged pattern. The plan of
organization adopted combines
elements taken from all the
Boards and Societies existing in
the former Churches. Several
underlying principles which have
emerged as vital to present-day
movements in the field of world
evangelization were the guiding
factors in the preparation of the
plan finally proposed and adopted
by the Uniting Conference. Some
of these principles were:- (I) The international char
acter of everything called Missions. (2) Close co
operation in planning - and executing missionary
operations. (3) The necessity for a unified approach
to the local church with promotional and educa
tional plans. (4) The maximum autonomy necessary,
to certain specialized phases of Missions, consistent

_with the correlation of these phases into the general
purposes and policies of one directing agency.

The Committee on Missions in the Uniting Con
ference was composed of one hundred and thirty
five members; sixty from the Methodist Episcopal
Church, sixty from the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, and fifteen from the Methodist Protestant
Church. To this Committee was referred Missions,
Church Extension, Hospitals, Homes, Deaconesses,
Temperance, Evangelism, and the American Bible
Society. From the consideration of matters referred to
it by the Commission on Union and various petitions
and, memorials from societies, Conferences, mission
fields, and other agencies, the Committee recom
mended and the Uniting Conference adopted legis
lation setting up four organizations, namely: (I) A
Board of Temperance; (2) A Board of I-10spitals
and Homes; (3) A Commission on Evangelism; (4)
A Board of Missions and Church Extension. The
American Bible Society was also recognized as
one of the connectional agencies of The Methodist
Church.

There was general unanimity regarding the Board
of Temperance. The American Bible Society re
ceived contributions from the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, and the Methodist Protestant Church
but llras not, recognized by them as a connectional



Prayer for Those Who Ride the Sky

'_ 0 God Creator, in whose hand
The rolling planets lie,
Give skill to those who now' command
The ships that brave the sky..

Strong Spirit, burning with mankind
On missions high to dare,
Safe pilot all who seek to find

. Their haven through the air.
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Enfolding Life, bear on Thy wing
Through storm, and dark, and sun,
The men in air who closer bring
The nations into one.

-From The Methodist Hymnal, No. 50S,
by Harry Webb Farrington. Used hy
permission of Dora Davis Farrington
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ByS. E. H.

W o:men and the New Methodist
Church

T HE Uniting Conference which brought together
the three branches of Methodism was a glorious
occasion and was doubtless one of the most far

reaching in its influence of any church meeting ever
held on this continent. The constituency represented
there is a membership of nearly eight million people,
sixty per cent of whom are women.

As one looked out from the vantage point of the
press table one was impressed that the age-long class
consciousness between men and women still main
tained. At this gTeat meeting which was so soul
satisfying only eighty women sat as delegates. This
was to be expected, perhaps, since women had been
the minority group in legislative bodies in all three
of the uniting churches; in none of them had women
ever had a representation in the General Confer
ence that was in any way adequate, and this Unit
jng Conference ran true to form.

One's faith was strengthened and there was a holy.
joy over the forward-looking attitude and the liberal
legislation which prevailed. But it seemed to one
who is a woman wanting an equal opportunity for
women as jJeTSOllS that this was the only hurdle'
which this large group could not take. The action
taken on the last day on a minority report of the
Cominittee on Ministry which provided for equal
privileges in the ministry was proof of this gve'n
though the vote against it was so small thit the
measure all but passed; seven votes changed in favor
would have broken down all the middle walls of leg
islations which hinder women from finding their way
to ai1 equal opportunity in the church they love and
serve.

'Vomen in the former Methodist Episcopal Church
by legislative action were allowed to be ordained as
deacons and elders, but were debarred from the trav
eling connection; no legislation concerning women
in the ministry was ever enacted in the Protestant
Church and women were ordained; women of the
former Methodist Episcopal Church, South, were de
barred entirely only by a ruling of the bishops made
forty-three years ago.

The Uniting Conference adopted the legislation of
the fonner Methodist Episcopal Church. One cannot
help believing that had the report had a better place
on the calendar there would have been a favorable
action. The measure came to the floor very near the
close of the last day, so that it seemed necessary (and
to some expedient) to limit the discussion as no other
report had been limited. On account of the limita
tion, no woman delegate from the Methodist Episco-
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pal Church, South, had an opportunity to speak in
favor of the measure. Had this been possible, it seems
certain that seven votes could have been won from
among the chivalrous Southern men.

Some very distinct advantages were !!<lined for
. 0

women 111 the legislation on missions. Except for the
inclusion of all the bishops on the Board of Mis
sions, the membership is fifty-fifty men and women.
Because women are at. such a disadvantage in the
governing bodies of the Church, this was a splendid
gesture to assure them that in the I!1issionary cause
where their interests and investments· are so larue

o
they would certainly have an equal chance. This was
also necessary in order that the Divisiqn of "Woman's
'Vork might have a sufficiently large working force.
The ·new Mission Board has four Divisions: Home
Missions and Church Extension; Foreign Missions;
Woman's Christian Service; and the joint Division of
Education and Cultivation. The Woman's Division is
composed of all the women members of the .Board,
one-third of them serve also on the Division of Home
Missions and Church Extension, and one-third on the
Division of Foreign Missions. The joint Division of
Education and Cultivation is composed of fifty-fifty
men and women and one bishop from each jurisdic
tion.

This gives women the opportunity within their
division to develop their plans according to their own
genius, submitting the same to the entire Board.

The placement of women on the divisions of Gen
eral 'Vork gives double duty to the majority, yet it
enhances the interest of the women in the whole
work of the church and will tend to develop unity
and co-operation.

Some say that this fifty-fifty representation give~

women an advantage over the laymen, and others sa)
that special legislation for women is' not just, but a~

long as the hang-over of inequalities exists special leg·
islation will be necessary, .

A Board of Temperance was set up by the Com
mittec on Missions which has a jurisdictional repre
sentation and ten members at large; five of these an
to be women.

The Board of Hospitals and Homes is 'composec
of one bishop, .one minister, and two lay members'
one of whom shall be a woman) elected by each Juris
dictional Conference.

This gives women assurance of representation oj

the majority of the major boards of the new church
It does not include, however, those boards deal
ing with the general finances [CONTINUED ON PAGE 30
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The Gil-I Reserve Club lean/illg to cooll at the MexiclIl! CO/lllllwlity House, £1 Paso

'Cleaner and Happyer'
By Thelma Campbell

l'hoto~raph 1.11' Howard Dronn
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"~ TATE afternoon sunlight slanted through the haze
L of dust that always hangs over South El Paso;

The air was vocal with the throbbing flow of
Spanish vowels; the sidewalks were busy with the
varied and colorful life of the 1\1"exican section. Chil
dren, shrill as sparrows, shrieked and darted in and
out of the streets. A gTOUp of older boys swaggered

elI by, talking loudly and leaving behind them the odor
;\U of beer and cigarettes. Silently, her skirts almost

sweeping the ground, a Mexican woman slipped
~l} past, clutching her black rebozo about a face set in
~ .brown lines of resignation. Reside her, her bright-

lIe rouged daughter wobbled unsteadily on cheap high
il! heels. The two crossed the street and disappeared into

a tenement house opposite. In a moment, the older
\6 woman reappeared on the sagging wooden balcony
sa~ that ran along its second floor. 'Vicker bird cages
~ hung there in the sunshine that gilded the cracking

eg "tails; and flowers, potted in old tin cans, stood on
packing boxes and discarded furniture. The woman

Jill bent solicitously over a brilliant red geranium, water
Ire ing it from a tin cup she carried.

In these people seen casually on the street are
mirrored some of the problems of South El Paso

¢. children growing up sometimes without proper care
ell or supervision, unemployed young men with little
ri! that is worth while to occupy their time, crowded

families striving with their' birds and their potted
or plants for a little beauty in their lives. The old

"Cn standards, represented by the woman in the black
e,l rebozo] are passing. The young people, turning from
3~
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the simplicity of their parents, are eager to take their
places in a different 'society-a society that has perma
nent waves and wears high heels as a matter of course.
In addition to the struggle to adapt themselves to
this new mode of life, they are faced many tim~s

with the elemental problems-hunger, cold, inade
quate housing. Problems here are intensified because
El Paso is a border town and easy of access.

Thinking of these things, I turned the corner and
paused with a sense of relief before the red-brick
building I was looking for. 'Mexican Community
House,' the bold black letters of its sign announced
it and underneath, in even sturdier type, 'Un Centro
CTistiano.' A Christian Center! Such a place is what
every crQwded community should have, a place to
which people may come when burdens grow too
heavy, a place that will help young people take some
of the first steps in that difficult adj ustmen t they
have to face. For a long time, I had believed that the
most worth-while work that could be done in El
Paso was an effort to aid that responsive and inter
esting race that makes up three-fifths of the entire
population of the city. The Mexican Community
House, supported by the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, is doing that. I was eager to see at
first hand the work they were doing and how it was
contributing to the solution of the problem of South
El Paso.

I was climbing the worn steps of the building
when I suddenly found myself engulfed in a swarm
of little boys. They were scuffling and wrestling as
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Learning to sew at the llIexican Community House, EI Paso The Kindergarten Rhythm Band in uniform, Mexican Community 1:

little boys do, but their coffee-colored eyes were
glowing with healthy fun~

'Allo, mees,' one of them greeted me in friendly
fashion. The others smiled shyly and ran on toward
the double doors at the back of the hall. Shouts and
spirited yells resounded through this door. It opened,
I discovered, into the back yard of the Community

.House, a yard that was filled with boys from small
fry up through the 'teen age,' gathered about the
basketball court where a vigorous game was in prog
ress. ·Watching their bright, interested faces, I thought
in swift, pitying contrast of those other boys on the
street.

Later, Miss Florence Blackwell, who is in charge
of the Community House, took me to meet Raul
Caracena, the pleasant-faced young Mexican man
who works with the boys. I learned that their work
is divided into two parts, a recreational club called
the FFFF Club and a troop of Boy Scouts.

. 'And what does FFFF mean-if it isn't a secret?' I
asked and hazarded a guess. 'Firme, franco .... ?'

'Fuerte y fiel; Mr. Caracena finished for me. I
knew that meant 'firm, frank, strong, and faithful,'
a goal worth any boy's striving for.

Mr. Caracena was telling about his Scout Troop.
'For two years,' he told me, his face alight, 'my boys
have earned more merit points than any other Troop
in the city of EI Paso, and they are one of the three
troops of A rank that we have here.'

'That is a real achievement and a wonderful rec
ord,' I congratulated him. 'You have every reason
to be proud of it!' And to myself I added, 'It is even
more of an achievement than most people would real
ize, because you have taken boys who have been de
nied many opportunities and worked them into a
splendid organization. My hat is off tei you, Mr.
Caracena!'

Inside the building a number of classes were in
progress for the girls. Downstairs, a group of Junior
Cooks, under the direction of Miss Evelyn Holm
berg, were industriously mixing the ingredients for
a baking of muffins. They were earnest-eyed little
girls of ten or eleven years of age, with their black
hair held back from their eyes by bright-colored
bandeaux. To the accompaniment of the clatter of
wooden spoons in mixing bowls, Miss Holmbeig

14 [286]

explained to me her four-year cooking schedule.
Froin breakfasts, which they learn to prepare in the
first six weeks of the course, on through luncheons
and ·dinners and then into the special foods, she
takes her girls in those four years through a com
plete course in cookery and simple meal planning.

There are seven cooking classes of different age
ranges, but all of them, if they stay with their group
during the four-year period, have an opportunity to
receive the ben~fits of that complete course.

Taking myself firmly in hand, I turned my back
on the tantalizing odor of the baking muffins and
went across the hall to visit the se,ving classes.

'Here,' I thought, 'is something that should ,be a
real opportunity to most any girl. Ready-made
clothes are expensive, but attractive, serviceable
dresses can be made quite cheaply. These classes,
should be popular.'

And, sure enough, they were. The first class I saw,
a group of youngsters of ten or eleven, were busily
engaged in hemming aprons for themselves, doing"
all their work by hand. One sober-faced little maid
had finished hers and was trying it on. The neat,
tiny stitches with which she had felled the hem
spoke creditably of the type of training she had re
ceived.

Upstairs, under the direction of Miss Blackwell,
the older girls were using the sewing machines, and
a variety of garments were in the process of making.
There was an atmosphere of happy industry in the
sunny room. The blackboard was drawn with pat
terns to show how they should be laid on the cloth.
Sewing machines hummed over bright-colored prints.
One shy little girl, who had been in the class for only
a half-year, bent her black head, over a neat pique
blouse she was making for herself. In the center of
the room, a volunteer worker from one of the church·
es, fitted a blue jumper dress on a curly-haired
senorita. There was not a great deal of conversation,
but brilliant smiles flashed often from one dark face
to another. It was pleasant to see' young people so
evidently epjoying the work they were doing.

There are several of these sewing classes for girls,
and one for adults, too. I stumbled into this clas~

one afternoon and found the women sitting quietly
while one of their number [CONTINUED ON PAGE 30]
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Eleven years of lov
ing service have been
given to the sick ba
bies of the Wesley
House community by
Dr. M. A. Ramsdall.
He is one of the finest
baby specialists 01
San Antonio and has
trained the mothers in
child guidance until
now there is a beauti
ful spirit of co-opera
tion. Dr. Ramsdall is
seen her'e in one of his
visits to the W esle}"
House where he min
isters to an average 01
twenty - five b a b i e s

weekly

Strangeness is the basis of misunderstanding. .As two races mingle together in wholesome, friendly relations, love and co-operation
hre created. The 'Vesley House is a center for, such relationships, and many barriers have been thrown to the. winds. In this picture
can be seen children of two races thriIling over the pillata which the Mexican children have shared with a vacation school group
of juniors. Groups of young people in the Epworth League have enjoyed visits and programs each month by other young people who
are walking in the steps of the Master. They have joined the American Union of Young People and have sent a delegate to the Amer
ican Assembly. The leaders of the Wesley House P.T.A. have. mingled with other I!!aders of the city, creating a spirit of brotherhood



The Children's Department, including boys and girls from six to fourteen years, is composed of about three hundred members, di
vided into s'ome fifteen interest groups. Each member' of the Girl Reserve Club has finished a rug woven from old stockings dyed
in various colors. One class in sewing completed a beautifu.1 full-sized quilt for ea~h member to take into her home. An interesting
croft taught to both boys and girls is the making of i1~wers out of dyed fish scales. Basketry is very popular. A very worth-while
project of this deportment has been the building of a craft shop. Through the making and selling of baskets and Chinese Checker
Boards the children have raised enough funds to lower the ceiling in the big shower room and created a much-needed workshop

There 'is an economic
condition in San An
tonio which. forces
thousands of people
to live below the scale
of the necessities of
life. This condition
intensifies the vital
need of a community
center such as the
Wesley House. In
helping to meet the
health needs of these
people, city and gov
ernnient nurses and
doctors co-operate in
operating five clinics
-one each day Mon
day through Friday.
Here is pictured a
waiting room of moth
ers attending the sick
baby clinic held each

Wednesday
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The executive secretary and officers of the Texas
Mexican Conference )'oung people's organization

" 1, . ~. ~
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By Alfredo Nanez

Left: Scelle in the gardclI
oj Holding 111stitute, La·
redo, Texas. This young
woman is attelldi11g the
Tcxas Mexican Assembly

Mr. and Mrs. Alfredo'
NOIlez in center, with
three of his )',oung
preachers and their wives
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Methodisln l-llnong the Mexicans
of Texas

18

H OW differ~nt are the ways of God from the ways of man!
Only he could use two armed invasions as a means of bring
ing the gospel to the Mexican people.

During the American invasion of 1847, the American Tract
Society sent with some
of the soldiers several
books and tracts in
Spanish to be dis
tributed among the
people. Eighteen years
passed and one of
these books, Nights
with the Romanists)
like a good seed, was
left waiting for the
rich soil of a hungry

Seventh Ammal Session of the lI'oman's Conference Mis
sionary Societ)' of the Texas Mexican Conference, meet

ing in Mission, Texas, March 29-31, 1939
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Program Committee, Texas Mexican J'Ol/llg Peo/Jle's Assembly
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La Trinidad Nlethodist Church, San Antonio

Preachers' wives and delegates at a District Co"nferellce
in Alice, Texas

District Conference and Training Class, Seguin, Texas

heart to germinate new life. This it found· in the
heart of Alejo Hernandez, a youth who had been set
aside for the priesthood by his parents but who soon
had become dissatisfied with the Catholic Church and
religion in general. His dissatisfaction culminated
with the French invasion of 1862. How could the
church support a foreign invasion! In disgust he
joined the liberal armies against the invader, and
with them he drifted to the northern part of the
country. It was then that he came upon Nights with
the Romanists. He thought surely this was the long
sought-for book that would confirm him in his un
belief, but instead it led him to the Bible and to
Jesus.

Restless and dissatisfied with himself, he crossed
i the Rio Grande, and one day, while wandering the

streets of a border city, the sweet voices from an hum
ble frontier congregation attracted him. Although the
language and form of the service were foreign to
him, the unction of the· hour and the fervor of the
preacher touched him very deeply, so much so that
when the preacher called the sinners, using the words,
'Jesus saves, Jesus saves,' over and over again, the
heart of Alejo Hernandez was touched and he gave
himself to Christ. That day he had his Aldersgate
experience, and, strangely enough, he wrote, 'I felt
my heart strangely warmed.' His short ministry of
less than five years was spent mostly traveling or in
bed sick. He did not establish churches or lead many
to Christ, but his testimony at the vVest Texas Con
ference in 1871 led Alexander H. Sutherland, then
a young man of twenty-three, to consecrate his life
to carrying the gospel to the Mexican people.

Alexander H. Sutherland was really the first apos
tle of the Methodist Church to our people. He
founded churches and schools, opened new fields,
brought new converts by the thousands to the feet
of Jesus, and selected a group of preachers who would
do honor to any conference. In a day 'ivhen traveling
was not a luxury he visited all but two states in
Mexico and all the Mexican communities in Texas.
The extent of Brother Sutherland's labors may be
appreciated by the fact that in 1878, four years after
the organization of the work, he reported, 'Nearly
all the Mexicans in Texas and in many bordering
Mexican states have been brought under the gospel
teaching.' One more contribution made by Brother
Sutherland to our work was his influence upon a
young man who was attending Soutlnvestern Uni
versity to give his life to the cause he himself loved
so much. This young man was none other than Frank
S. Onderdonk, who is too much with us yet to re
count adequately his apostolic zeal and unending'I devotion to the Mexican people in Texas.

. The early converts of that time may be typified by
Jose Policarpo Rodriguez, a man who lived the ar
duous life of the early forties. He was a surveyor,
scout, hunter, Indian fighter, and ranchman. A true
picture· of how the gospel transformed his life is
given in the epitaph on [CONTINUED ON PAGE 32]
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New Ventures in Foreign
Fields
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By
Juanita Brown

Pallll Al/CIIIIC ill Lodja

School at J(andolo,
Congo Beige
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W HEN Bishop Lambuth left the first band of mis
sionaries in the Congo, in 1914, he passed through
the northern limits of the Batetela tribe, surveying

the country with the idea of later establishing a station in
that region. His plans remained 'unrealized until the sum
mer of 1935, when Dr. ''\T. G. Cram, accompanied by a
gTOUp of missionaries, resurveyed this section with, the
definite purpose of occupying the territory. This area is
known as the Lodja District, so called because of the
name of its largest town.

Soon after Dr. Cram's visit, two missionary families
went to live near Lodja. The feature that distinguishes
Lodja from the other Africa mission stations, 'tVembo
Nyama, Tunda, and Minga, is that it is being developed
as a distributing center. Missionaries and their families
are to live at Lodja and commute to outlying villages,
teaching and preaching and otherwise assisting the native
people of their entire district. It is not the purpose of
this center to have mission schools, students' homes, and
hospitals but to meet the people in their own villages,
assisting them to meet their needs.

According to Mr. A. J. Reid, who lives near Lodja,
this town is the center of a district that contains' eighty
eight villages in which there are already a number of
schools as well as churches. Kandolo is the largest center
with 267 children in the school which uses one large brick
building made of the bricks originally burned for Mr.
Reid's home. A second large center is Ngongo, where nor
mal school graduates are conducting a first-degree school
(first, second, and third grades) . A third center is the

village of Wetshi Ndjadi, on the new automobile route
between Lodja and Wembo Nyama. A beautiful site in
the heart of this village, at the forks of three automobile
roads, has been selected for the location of a strong church
and school that have been here for the past five years.
Very fine brick clay that would be excellent for use in the
making of bricks is here. In these three regional schools
479 children are enrolled, while in the forty-seven other
schools conducted in the other out-villages in the Lodja
District there are 1,659 children.

Although only one missionary family' now lives near
Lodja, two single missionaries of the ''\Toman's Missionary
Council live there.

·State officials of the Belgian Government have granted
a permanent concession of land,at Lodja for the establish
ment of missionary homes. In the summer of 1938 Mr.
\"'heeler began the construction of the first permanent
brick residence. ''''hen the last report of his work was re
ceived he had made with hand molds some 75,000 bricks
and burnt them and had laid the foundation and erected
one-third of the walls of a new brick residence. He had
sawed some 1,400 feet of lumber and had made a number
of doors and window frames besides,a number of beauti-
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ful pieces of furniture. During 1938 through the conse
crated efforts of native preachers 374 people became
probationers, and 254 adults and thirty-two children were
baptized. More than 1,200 people asked for prayer. 'We
spent many days in the villag-es helping to construct new
churches,' writes' Mr. Reid. 'This seems to be the never
ending task of the missionary in this country.'

Last summer camp meetings were held in the Lodja
District. Palm frond tabernacles and temporary huts were
hastily constructed to house and care for those who at
tended. Daily services were held at six and ten o'clock in
the mornings, at three in the afternoons, and at seven in
the evenings. Literally hundreds of people asked for
prayer. Backsli"ders reclaimed their faith and many found
Christ in a vital experience for the first time. Special serv
ices held for the children, the women, the men, the wives
of the preachers, and the preachers themselves were a
great blessing.

For a number of years it was a dream of the \!\Toman's
Missionary Council to begin work in a rural section of
Cuba. Last fall that dream was realized when Miss Lor
raine Buck and Miss Frances Gaby who had been teach
ing in Matanzas and Cienfuegos, respectively, went to
live in a village in the eastern part of the Island.

In the village proper there are about five hundred peo
ple, almost all of whom are Cubans-there are some
Jamaicans, a few Chinese, two Finnish families, and one
American family. The people receive their livelihood
from cattle ranches and small farms on which they raise
sweet potatoes, cassavas, pumpkins, bananas, and corn.

The only recreation offered by the village at the time
the missionaries went there was a picture show which
gives silent pictures only on Sunday evenings and for
only a part of the year. The nearest doctor lives fifteen
miles away, and can be reached only by a thirty-minute
ride on a train. The nearest hospital or clinic is an hour
and-a-half ride from the village and can be reached by
train or highway. Most obstetric cases are -handled by
midwives or neighbor women.

The public school has four grades and two teachers,
one for the girls and one for the boys. The wife of a
ranchman offers private classes part of the year.

The missionaries spent the first few weeks after reach
ing their village in visiting. They found the people very
friendly and willing to accept them as a part of their
community life. The village folk also welcomed them
eagerly into their church life. vVhen some American
orange grmvers lived in the village many years ago they
built a church, and as the minister who preached there
occasionally was a Methodist, the Methodist organization
was adopted. When Miss Buck and Miss Gaby arrived,
Sunday church services were being held every three
months, church-school services, with a small attendance
consisting mostly of little children, were conducted on
Sunday morning, and midweek services when sufficient
funds could be raised to provide the transportation of
the pastor from a nearby town. (It is the custom for a
Catholic priest to visit the village every two or three
years to baptize the children [CONTINUED ON PAGE 31]
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Miss Lillie Fox, Head Resident,
, Centro Social Roberts, Saltillo, Mexico

M ISS LILLIE FOX, who is known and beloved
in both home and foreign mission fields, en
tered missionary service to the accompani

ment of extraordinary happenings. Soon after she
went to her first appointment in Key "\Vest, Florida, a
hurricane came and nearly hlew her off the Island.
"When she was appointed to MexiC0 in 1912, she
found herself in the midst of revolution, and of this
year she herself related: 'There were battles and
rumors of battle all during the year, and an earth
quake or two thrown in for good measure.'

In spite of these 'untoward circumstances, how
ever, Miss Fox brought to mission work that co
operative spirit, profound enthusiasm, and universal
friendliness by which she has won scores of friends
both for herself and for the cause of missions.

In 1909, Ruth Hargrove Seminary, in Key West,
had fifteen faculty members and three hundred and
seventy-nine students. Miss Fox taught in the school,
helped with the Mothers' Club, the church, and the
Sunday school. On Sunday afternoons there was a
Cuban Sunday school. This initial work Miss Fox
greatly enjoyed; but the next year she was transferred
to For,t "\"!orth, Texas, where she did a very different
and truly pioneer work. This was the work of a city
deaconess, and included such diverse activities as
leadership of young people's societies, general visit
ing, the development oE a system oE neighborhood
mothers' clubs, teaching a Bible class for young wom-

22 [294 ]

The Story of
a Deaconess
Missionary

. By Elizabeth Watson

en factory workers, a sewing school,. and the cuI..
tivation of a Sunday school in a needy and isolated
district. The sewing school was very near her heart,
and she wrote of it: 'I have enrolled sixty-eight pu
pils. They are so interested in catching up and keep
ing up. One terribly rainy day six came; and one
girl told me (later) how she cried because her mother
refused to let her come. The ladies are just as proud
of the school as I am. I feel just a little taller every
Saturday afternoon.'

Social service work with boys was very new in some
places at that time, and the city deaconess wrote
proudly of having four boys on her roll. Neighbor
hood social activities were somewhat of a departure,
also; Miss Fox wrote of this period: 'The greatest
social affair (of the year) was a candy-pulling for the
Sunday school. I was rather afraid we might get
arrested for disturbing the peace.'. '

When the Woman's Missionary Council met in
Washington, D. C., in the spring of 1912, Miss Belle
Bennett sent a message to Fort Worth, asking if Miss
Fox would accept foreign work. After thought and
prayer, she' replie.d that she would be willing to go
to either Cuba or Mexico. Her appointment was to
Mary Keener Institute in Mexico City. At that time
Miss Esther Case was principal of the Institute, and
Miss Fox pays her this tribute: 'The friendship with
her became a lifelong one. She tried tq start me on
the right road; and I remember many things she
taught me by both word and deed.'

During her first year in Mexico Miss Fox taught
history, mathematics, literature, science, and English
to groups which she described as cosmopolitan
Americans, Germans, Mexicans, German-Mexicans;
and one person who was a German-Portuguese-Amer
ican. On Sunday morning she taught the primary
class in the English Sunday school; in the afternoon
she taught in the Chinese Sunday school. Of course
she was studying Spanish all along, and of her prog
ress she remarked: ",Vith one-third Spanish, one-third
English, and one-third signs, I can make myself very
well understood.'

Eventually the revolution affected the Institute and
the Institute workers. Miss Case, as principal, told
graphically of the early weeks of 1913: 'Our work
was rudely interrupted when the bombardment be
gan on February 9, and we were compelled to sus
pend (the school) Eor two [CONTINUED ON PAGE 24]
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The Missionary Society I
I I

The August Theme: \Videning IVIissionary Service.
(In Woman's Work, Methodist Episcopal Church,

South.)

Life Recharted

(Matthew 5: 13-16; 10: I, 7-10, 38-42)

The unique characteristic of all life, says Dr. Rich
ard Cabot, former head of the Harvard Medical
School, is its power of growth and development. It
is carrying out its essential function only when it is
moving forward in this process as a whole and its
dynamic powers are only fully released as this is
being accomplished.

With this basic thought in mind, let us look today
directly at ourselves, and consider our own achieve
ment in spiritual development as measured by the
possibilities in this direction that lie out before us.
For our spirit and our personality aTe being created
day after day, and our gTeatest need is to so live that
the powers of growth can be freely released within
us. The human soul was meant not for defeat, but
for victory, and the very heart of growth consists in
not letting ourselves settle down into an easy con
tentment with ourselves, but rather in opening our
hearts wide to ne,\' adventures in living, to new' ex
periments in going forward, and to new practice in
the art of living divinely in the midst of the com
monplace. For we are only truly alive as we are mov
ing jorwa1'd to becoming greater and better and big
ger in every way than we are.

There is rio secret as to the manner by which we
thus become a better and bigger person than we are.

, It is quite simply the putting of larger thoughts and
deeds into our lives, and loving them so much that
all others are kept excluded. For the things we think
about most and that we desire most deeply tend to
make us what we are and, no matter what the cost,
we seem to work always to bring about the accom
plishment of those things that we do earnestly wish
to see done. Thus our lives are shaped according to
the pattern of that which we long most to have, or to
do or to be.

Let us 'face ourselves, therefore, at this time, and
ask so"me searching questions. Are our lives taken up
with little things only today-the mere mechanical
ordering of our homes and family, the concern with
clothes and pleasure? Are they filled with resentment
over slights, or deep-seated wrongs, with petty am
bitions, with pride and selfish desire for attention
and praise? Are they strained and tense and full of
fears? Are our horizons small, and our relationship
to God only that of outward acceptance, and not of
inward reality? If so, the channel of growth of our
spirits is indeed choked and stopped, and God's
Spirit cannot find his way through to our own. And
everyone of these things that is encouraged to
JULY 1939

linger in our spirits is definitely breakinO" down our
. 0

finest selves. It is only as we welcome from our hearts
and see to it that we live in the attitude of love,
courage, and consideration for others that our own
inner natures expand, and are built up day after
day.

The greatest power, however, to produce change
and dynamic growth from the very center of our
being outward is a conscious relationship with the
source of all life. 'The soul of man never truly finds
itself,' says Winfred Rhodes, 'except as it listens to,
and assents to, the call of the Divine in the uni
verse.' The soul of each human being is hungry for
God, with a great compelling hunger that is never
silenced, and a genuine experience of God 'means
the largest possible increase of life.' Religion is com
panionship with him, as man's spirit at last does
listen to the call of Eternal Love, opens life wide to
him, and daily lives in conscious touch with him,
laying hold of and using a power that was not known
before.

It is when we open our lives thus to God in Christ
that we find fears of all kinds disappearing, cross
currents deep within us resolved, and confidence com
ing in that allows us to face all that the days may
bring, joyously and unafraid. Love flows in them,
washing away the slights and resentments and petty
ambitions that before seemed so important, and re
vealing to us the needs, the woes, and problems of
others, calling us out to meet them. Small horizons
begin to open up, disclosing vast regions beyond
where human beings like ourselves are crying out
for all that we find within our hearts of divine wis
dom and love. And as we respond to the pull of life
all about us, we become conscious with Paul that we
aTe a new creation in Christ, and that the life in
him that is ours now is the universal life of God, long
ing to be released through us out into the world of
men.

Some of us have watched workmen dredging and
reniarking the channel of large harbors facing the
ocean seaboard. We have seen the day come when,
the sand and other debris all removed, the deep
current within the harbor was again responding free
ly to the ebb and flow of the great waters of the deep.
And, with the channel free at last for the incoming
of the mighty tides of the ocean, we have seen ships
sail out of their haven once more, joyously and con
fidently bound for far distant ports.

In the same way the obstacles can be removed to
day from the depths of our being, the channel of our
lives can be recharted, and the joy of a living expe
rience of God can send us out again into the 'world's
need, with a message that will transform all life
there. Shall we at this time therefore open wide the
channel of our hearts to God's incoming power?

RUBY VAN HOOSER
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The Story of a Deaconess -Missionary
[CONTINUED FROlvr PAGE 22]

weeks. The bombardment lasted ten days, and during that my Heavenly Father was in Mexico the same as
that time we sent as many of om boarding girls as in the United States.' 'Vomen missionaries were not
we could to their homes. Our church and mission even permitted to travel alone at that time; groups
house were in the danger zone; and our presiding had to be officially escorted by some man who could
elder and pastor were away at Conference at the time, qualify as a chaperon.
so their families stayed with us in the school. Though This time Jldiss Fox was appointed to open social
more than two thousand people were killed in the work in Chihuahua. The Centro Cristiano was
city, thousands were wounded, and bullets and parts opened in September, 1919, and was received kindly
of exploded shells fell in our school yard and on our by church, city, and state officials. This ,,'as the first
roof, God mercifully spared our lives and kept us social center dedicated exclusively to social service
from harm.' opened in !vlexico. From time to time new depart-

Conditions in the city became increasingly serious, ments were established, and new property was add
however, and when in September, 1913, the school ed. Miss Fox built into this Centro and into the city
was closed, l'vliss Fox and the other missionaries re- of Chihuahua fifteen years of constructive service.
turned to their homes in the States. In 1934 Colegio Roberts in Saltillo was closed, and.

During the next several months, Miss Fox worked Miss Fox was sent to open a social center in that city.
in the "\Tesley House in San Antonio, Texas, and in Centro Social Roberts received a goodly heritage of
EI Paso at Colegio Palmore, which had been trans- both tangible and intangible assets from Colegio
fen'ed from Chihuahua because of the revolution. Roberts. Here is a statement made by a former prin
As she seemed likely to remain aw;iy from her adopt- cipal of the Colegio: 'A short time ago there was es
ed country for some time, because of the unrest, she tablished in Saltillo an institution where the young
was 'lent' to the Home Department, and was ap- people can spend their leisure time in surroundings
pointed to the 'Wesley House (later Rosa Valdez Set- beneficial, away [Tom temptation, from vices, in a
tlement) in Tampa, Florida. I-Jere she spent three library, with various games all clean and wholesome,
and a half busy years; she was enthusiastic about the and in its splendid gymnasium. This institution is
work: Centro Social Roberts.'

""'e help in the Sunday school, Epworth League, Although this Centro has been established for such
''''oman's Missionary Society, and Junior League of a comparatively short time, its skilled and eager staff
our Cuban congTegation, as well as attend our regu- of workers has undertaken an ambitiously construc
lar church services. ''''e help the brethren in a little tive program, which includes classes in Piano, Eng
mission, one for the Cuban Negroes. The kinder- lish, Spanish, Domestic Science, and Deaconess Train
garten and the sewing school are much larger this ing; sports for both boys and girls; and a free clinic.
year. Our clinic is not large, but it is doing a splen- There are parties and fiestas. The Missionary So
did work. It is very interesting to see these little ciety holds its sales and its social meetings in the Cen
Americans of the Cuban variety (in the kindergar- tro. Assembli~s for young people are held here. Per
ten) learning their first lessons in patriotism as they haps this may seem a, bit crowded as to curriculum
sing, march, and salute the flag. They are always and program; but the Centro spreads out over at
happy; but when they hear the stories of the Thanks- least a full acre; and those in charge have divided par
giving season and the Babe of Bethlehem and the titioned, and arranged the big courts and rooms and
new life at Easter, ho\v their beautiful brown eyes stories so that there is a place for every activity and
shine!' everybody and there is always room for one more.

In November, 1918, soon after the Armistice, Miss The director of boys' work at the Centro said:
Case, then Secretary of Foreign ''''ork of the Wom- ""'hen a boy comes to our group, he is told that he
an's Section of the Board of Missions, wrote Miss has to give up smoking, ugly words, drinking, and
Fox to be ready to return to Mexico at the begin- things like that, because no one can become a great
ning of the next year. The reaction Miss Fox showed sportsman if he has these vices. Our moral standard
to this news was characteristically stated: 'Happy was looks very queer to those who consider these things
no word for it; sorry to leave my Cuban and other natural among sportsmen. Here there is created an
friends in Tampa, but happy to return to Mexico.' atmosphere in which there are opportunities to sow
First, however, she went to Chicago for a short visit by contact some Christian ideas that will bear fruit
to certain settlements, and certain pioneer settlement later.'
workers, including Dr. Graham Taylor and :Miss Jane Miss Fox presides over the Centro as a gracious
Addams. hostess over an unusually hospitable home. She has

In 1919 missionaries had to give up their rights an unlimited capacity and talent for making and
to the protection of United States citizenship in order keeping friends. Missionaries from other stations,
to enter Mexico. Miss Fox said: 'I gladly did it, know- tourists, and a large gTOUp of unclassified 'just peo
ing that the Mexican people were my friends, and pIe' gravitate toward this [CONTINUED ON PAGE 30]
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The Moving Finger Writes
Events of Religious and Moral Signincance

Drawn from the News of the World

China Orders Bibles
fI Speaking in London before the Lon
don Laymen's Lunch recently, the Rev.
'V. H. Hudspeth, official of the British
Bible Society, reported more orders for
Bibles and New Testaments in China

Generalissimo and Madame Chiang Kai-shek

in recent months than ever before in
the history of the Bible Society. The
Society has been inundated by requests
for the Scriptures since the first few
weeks of the period of adjustment after
the Japanese invasion.

]'\'Ir. Hudspeth went on to say that in
every part of China large numbers of
people are asking this burning ques
tion: "Vhat has God to say to this
suffering, this pain, this sorrow? What
revelation is to be found in his "Vord?'
]'vIr. Hudspeth mentioned an old Chi
nese proverb, which ran, "Vhen there
is no trouble, the people burn no in
cense, but when there is. they put their
arms around Buddha's neck.' He de
clared this not to be entirely true,' for
throughout the whole of China there is
buoyancy, courage, and determination.

The audience also heard extracts from
letters written to the Bible Society and
pointing to hunger everywhere for the
'Vord of God. One request was for the
Scriptures in the Japanese language.
The sad fact is that all orders were in

arrears in spite of the fact that the So·
ciety is making every effort to fill them
as soon as they come in.

Mr. Hudspeth called attention to the
fact that since the war started in China,
the Bible has been translated into no
fewer than three new languages in that
country.

Prayers Offered to
New Saint
fI Great throngs of people, including
school children from three states, of
fered prayers recently ill St. Patrick's
Cathedral, New York, to the Blessed
]\-[other Mary Mazzarello, one of the last
persons raised to the altars of the
Roman Catholic Church by Pope Pius
XI. It is estimated that the pontifical
high mass was attended by 4,000 peo
ple. The school children were brought
from institutions in New York, New
Jersey, and Pennsylvania, conducted by
the Daughters of Mary Help of Chris
tians, the order of which Mother Maz
zarello was co-fonnder.

The service for Mother i\Iazzarello
marks the second time within a year
that a congregation at St. Patrick's Ca
thedra-I has prayed to a person who was
the contemporary of people still living.
Mother Mazzarello was a native of the
Piedmont section of Italy and died in
1881 at the age of forty-four. Less than
a year ago prayers were offered in this
same church to Blessed J\'Iother Frances
Xavier Cabrini, who died in Chicago
in 1917 and who was canonized by the
late Pope.

A portrait of Mother Mazzarello, six
feet wide and ten feet tall;· adorned the
wall of the sanctuary. The picture
showed her in heaven with one angel
kneeling in prayer to her and a group
of cherubs and other angels offering
homage. Flowers were massed by her
devotees beneath the picture, and at
the conclusion of the mass most of the
congregation crowded to the altar rail
to light votive candles beneath the pic
ture.

The congregatiOli was led in prayer
by the Bishop of Paterson, New Jersey,
where J\'Iother l\Iazzarello's order has its
mother house for the United States.
She was asked to intercede with God
for the people.

Mother l'I'Iazzarello's order has grown
rapidly and now includes 9,000 sisters
in 774 houses.

Landing of Supplies for Refu
gees Forbidden by Japan
(I A new feature of the war against
China introduced by the Japanese gOY'
ernment is the refusal to permit foreign
relief organizations to land medicines

SlIjJjJlies for Chinese refugees frolll Moore
.Hemorial Church

or supplies for Chinese refugees in cities
under attack.

This policy was inaugurated in May
of the present year when the Japanese
authorities at Ningpo refused to permit
the landing of 300 bags of American
Red Cross rice and quantities of medi
cal supplies purchased with American
money.

The only explanation offered was the
st;ttement that 'the policy of the Japa
nese Navy is to prevent the landing of
such supplies.'

','

Methodist Jubilee in Ireland
fI The year 1939 is the jubilee year of
the organization of the colportage and
open.air preaching carried on by Irish
Methodism.

Irish Methodists are rejoicing that in
recent years a remarkable change for
the better has taken place, and there
has been very little interference with
open-air preachers or colporteurs. An
important conference on colportage
was held recently at Greystones Co.,
'Vicklow, with a large and representa·
ti\'e attendance.

Considering the size of the Methodist
Church in Ireland and her resources,
it is amazing how much has been ac
complished. As an example-the report
of the "Voman's Christian Total Ab·
stinence Union (Eire) for 1938 re\'eals
an important part played by Method·
ist women in this organization. Six of
the vice-presidents are members of the
Methodist Church.
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New Dean of Vanderbilt
School of Religion
4I The selection of Dr. John Keith
Benton, a native of Alabama and a
graduate of Birmingham-Southern Col
lege, as dean of the Vanderbilt Uni
versity School of Religion was an
nounced in l'vIay by Chancellor O. C.
Camlichael. Dr. Benton will fill the
post left vacant by the resignation in
February of Dr. Umphrey Lee, who
left to become president of Southern
l'\'Iethodist University, Dallas, Texas.

Since March I, Dr. George Mayhew
has been acting dean of the School of
Religion.

After taking his A.B. degree at Bir
mino-ham-Southern in 1923, Dr. Benton" .
took his Bachelor of Divinity from Yale
University in 1926 and his Doctor of
Philosophy from Edinburgh in 1934.
He comes to Nashville from Drew Uni
versity, Madison, New Jersey, where he
has filled the chair of professor of phi
losophy and psychology.' Recently he
has been visi ting professor of Christian
doctrine at Duke University, Durham,
North Carolina. Prior to going to
Drew University, Dr. Benton was pro
fessor of philosophy and religion at
Southern College, Lakeb.nd, Florida.

Dr. Benton served during the ''''orld
War as a pilot in the Air Service of the
United States Army and has traveled
extensively in Europe. He is a member
of the American Philosophical Associa
tion. Phi Beta Kappa, Pi Gamma Mu,
Pi Kappa Alpha, and was chairman
from 1933 to 1937 of the National
Council on Religion in Higher Educa
tion. He is a Mason, a Rotarian, and an
honorary Texas Ranger.

Former deans of the Vanderqilt
School of Religion are T. O. Summers
(1875-1882); A. M. Shipp (1883-1885);
W. F. Tillett (1886-1919); O. E. Brown
(1919-1930); George B. Winton, acting
dean from 1931-1936; and Umphrey
Lee (1938-1939).

','

Lady Astor Howled Down by
Women Members of Party
4ICatcalls. jeers, and cries of 'Shame!
Shame!' drowned out the speech that
Viscountess Nancy Astor attempted to
make recently before tlle women mem
bers of her own Conservative party
when she attempted to endorse the gov
ernment's proposal to abolish flogging
of criminals.

Lady Astor valiantly tried to shout
down the crowd through the loud
speaker, but the voices of 3,000 women
proved more effective than that of one
and Lady Astor was completely
drowned out. Finally the chairwoman's
bell tinkled and Lady Astor's time was
up ere she had hardly begun her speech
in support of the .proposed bill.

Immediately aftenvard the confer-

26 [298]

ence, with only two dissenting yotes,
approved a motion deploring the pro
visions of the new bill to abolish flog
ging and went on record as urging
corporal punishment for offenses against
women and children.

The conference was held in Queen's
Hall, London, and Lady Astor was
scheduled to speak on the new measure
before the women delegates to the Na
tional Union of Conservative and Un
ionist Associations, among them Mrs.
Neville Chamberlain, wife of the Prime
i'vIinister.

1'1'Irs. Lionel Vlhitehead, dlairwoman,
pounded her bell for order and pleaded
with the delegates to give Lady Astor
a fair hearing but in vain.

Plans for New Girls' Home
at Wembo Nyama
4I Plans are going fonvard for the erec
tion of a new Girls' Home at ''''embo
Nyama in the Congo l\'!ission to take
the place of the former building that
was burned to tIle ground some months

Children of Girls' Home, Wembo N)'ama,
Belgian Congo

ago. The fire destroyed not only tIle
building but many blankets and hard
wood beds, as well as tlle one and only
dress' possessed by some of the little
girls. Small trinkets and other treasures
also went up 'in the flames.

The new home is being planned on
the cottage system. Each girl will have
a room with fireplace, since there are
many damp, cold days in tlle Congo,
and there will be a quiet place for
study and other work. A special feature
of the new plant will be a storage prace
for handcraft materials, and a place
for indoor recreation.

Pending the erection of the new
home, the girls are being cared for in
one of the dormitories used by the
preachers during the pastors' schools.

.;.

Church Choirs at Fair
4I More than ISO church choirs and
choruses will participate in sacred mu
sicals and twilight hour programs at
tIle Temple of Religion at the New'
York ''''orld's Fair.

Choral groups from all parts of the

country as well as from tIle New York
churches will have a part in tIle pro
grams, which began on May 1.

Have You Ever Seen a
Crocodile Laugh?
(I ''''e have all heard of crocodile tears,
but how many have ever seen a croco
dile laugh? Yet that 'is what the Three
Jolly Crocodiles in the Brooklyn Mu
seum are doing-holding their sides with
laughter.

The Three Jolly Crocodiles, which
were found on tlle United Fruit Com- .
pany's plantation at Mercedes in east
ern Costa Rica, were presented to tIle
Brooklyn' Museum by C. Minor KeitIl,
organizer of tIle Fruit Company and
of the Central Railroads of Central
America. These little animals were the
decorations on a ceremonial corn grind
er, intended for the back of a throne
for the Corn God, who was worshiped
by the Chorotega, a people driven out
of Honduras by South American In
dians about A.D. 1200.

The little animals are carved from a
block of extremely hard lava rock. Th~
can'ing was probably done by pecking
at tlle stone with chisels of flint, green
stone, and jade, since they were made
before tIle introduction of steel tools
into Central America. The crocodile
figures largely in the religious history
of primitive people of Central America,
and there was a legend that it was a
crocodile that raised the earth from the
primordial ocean. The ancient sculp.
tures of Costa Rica frequently depict
animals in a gay mood, as are tIle Jolly
Crocodiles.

The Corn God was of great impor
tance in the religion of the Central
American Indians, and tlle grinding of
corn, the staple food of their civilization,
was attended WitIl many ceremonies con·
nected witIl an altar or throne, such
as the slab on which the Three Jolly
Crocodiles are perched.

Swedish Countess Leaves
Estate to Methodists
(J: The Countess Ingeborg Ridderstope,
nee Nobel, a member of the Swedish
nobility, died on May II in Stockholm.
In her will, it was discovered tllat she
had left her summer home to be used as
a retreat for Methodist ministers and
church workers in Sweden. In addition,
she left an endowment fund of 50,000
kroner, plus bonds and other resources,
to be used by the Methodists.

Countess Ridderstope was a genuine
friend of Methodist work in Scandi
navia. She was the daughter of Robert
I-Ijalmar Nobel, an engineer and brotIl
er of Alfred Nobel, founder of tIle
world-famous Nobel Foundation.
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'The Seven Deadly Sins' of
China
(I Citing China's 'seven deadly sins' as
(I) self-seeking or 'squeeze'; (2) 'face'
or false pride; (3) cliquism; (4) defeat
ism; (5) inaccuracy; (6) lack of self
discipline; and (7) evasion of respon-

Madame Chiang Kai-shek

sibility, Madame Chiang Kai-shek in an
article published recently in The Cen
tral Daily News publicly deplores these
'sins' that have hindered China's be
coming one of the great world powers
and are continuing to hamper the pros
ecution of tile present war with Japan.
'Squeeze' and 'face' she especially con
demns, declaring that they must be
banished if China is to win a place in
the sun.

'These seven sins have long retarded
China's· emergence as a world power:
says l'vfadame Chiang, 'and now delay
our victory in the war. Profiteering is
another form of self-seeking, or squeeze,
and is a thing that has characterized
all wars in every part of the world.
This, however, does not make the of
fense less heinous, and it should be
rigorously condemned:

Citing an instance of how 'face: or
false pride, had often hindered the
progress of the war, Madame Chiang
pointed out tllat a Chinese official,
even though confronted with a problem
of national importance, would not de
mean himself by asking the opinion of
a subordinate, though the official might
know nothing at all about the matter
in question and the subordinate might
be an expert. But the superior must
assert his position, and in order not to
lose 'face' he would often commit the
most monumental blunders that would
lead to great loss for the country. And
the subordinate must say nothing in
order to save the superior's face and to
keep his own job.

'I have personally had many an oc
casion to feel ashamed and to grieve
for my country: says l'vIadame Chiang,
·'when I have heard foreign technical
advisers say ruefully: "Well, it seems
that I am paid to listen to how and
why these people know more about the
job than I do:"

Foreign advisers declare that many

of China's most expensive American
made fighting planes were cracked up
on their initial flights in China because
Chinese pilots, who have received train
ing on slower machines, refused to take
further instruction from foreign instruc
tors. The native pilots were able to take
the planes up and perform intricate
maneuvers, but when it came to land
ing a lane at twice the speed to which
they had been accustomed, they met
with mishap after mishap, which took
nearly as heavy a toll of China's air
force as did enemy planes.

Madame Chiang's outspoken cam
paign against 'squeeze' and 'face' with
her public condemnation of these two
most characteristic and deplorable
weaknesses of the Chinese people, has
met with hearty approbation by true
friends of China.

Bibles for Germany
€I The German people buy an average
of 950,000 copies of the Bible a year,
according to a recent statement of the
Prussian Bible Society. In the past six
years they have bought a total of 5,
700,000 Bibles.

The Prussian Bible Society declares
the Bible is still Germany's best seller,
having outsold Hitler's Mein Kampf by
two hundred thousand copies yearly
during the six years since the Nazis came
to power in 1933.

-to

Bible Reading Adopted in
Brazil Public Schools
(I When, in 1934, Brazil was re-writing
its constitution, among the delegates
to the Constitutional Assembly was the
Rev. Guaraci Silveira, one of our most
prominent Methodist preachers. During
this time, he made every effort to pro
mote religious tolerance, preserve sepa
ration of State and Church, and estab
lish a clearer understanding of the pur
pose and ideals of Protestantism. He
was once introduced by a colleague
from the state of Minas, as 'the repre
sentative who took the Bible to Con
gress: Among those who showed them
selves particularly friendly at that time
was the delegation from Ceara.

And now comes one more confirma
tion . of the everlasting truth in the
Scriptures: 'My word .... shall not re
turn unto me void: In a copy just re
ceived of the Expositor Cn'stao, official
organ of the Methodist Church in Bra
zil, the above-mentioned deputy, now
editor of tile paper, brings heartening
news. This is that the Congressmen of
Ceara-leading Northern state-although
Roman Catholic, have just adopted the
reading of the Gospels for the public
schools, as against the teaching of their
own church catechism.

Christian people everywhere will wel
come this news and share the joy felt in

Brazilian Evangelical circles. For this
step, says Dr. Silveira, 'marks a gigantic
stride in the path of the re-Christianiza
tion of Brazil: But, he adds-perhaps
sensing a fight from other forces-'Pray
God that tllis praiseworthy attitude may
not be hindered:

EULA KENNEDY LONG

College Graduates Stay
Married
(I Are you a college graduate? Then
you may expect to live with your wife
or husband WitllOUt divorce, to have
only a few children, and to stay off
relief.

These were among the findings made
public by the United States Commis
sioner of Education, John W. Stude
baker, after a nation-wide survey among
46,000 alumni of thirty-one co-operat
ing universities. The survey was
conducted with relief funds.

Some interesting findings are:
College men tend to marry earlier

and in larger proportion than college
women, with Western graduates ahead
of Eastern.

Holders of college degrees average
only nineteen divorces per 1,000 mar
riages, with more women than men
divorced.

Fifty-seven per cent of the married
men and 61 per cent oCthe women have
no children.

Ninety-nine per cent of the women
and 98 per cent of the men have never
been on relief.

Sixty-eight per cent of the men and
43 per cent of the women earned from
one-fourth to all their college expenses.

The typical man graduate after eight
years pays an average living-quarters
rent of $38 monthly and the woman
graduate pays $34.

Nursing and teaching are the best
paid occupations for a woman during
her first year out of college.

The average pay for a college gradu
ate after eight years is $2,416, with II
per cent earning from $4,000 to $5,000
or more, and II per cent receiving $1,
500 or less.

'r
Scarritt Graduates Hear
Bishop Hughes
l!I Bishop Edwin Holt Hughes, of the
·Washington, D. C., area of The Meth
odist Church, delivered the Commence
ment address to the graduating class at
Scarritt College for Christian 'Vorkers
on Thursday, June I, at 5 P.M.

Following Bishop Hughes' address,
President J. L. Cuninggim conferred
degrees upon a class of twenty-four.
Sixteen were awarded the degree of
B.A. and eight the degree of M.A.
Among the B.A. graduates were two Ko
reans-Misses Chong S'un Yui and Yea
soon Choi.
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China's Art Treasures to Aid
Warphans
(I The priceless imperial art treasures
from China's Forbidden Cit)', l'eiping.
may be seen at the Arden Gallery in
New York. daily until October 23. for
the insignificant sum of fifty cents.

Chiucsc chi/elrcu al flia),

These treasures, which include the
Imperial Dragon Throne used by gen
erations of Chinese monarchs. are re·
poned to have been smuggled out of
China two years ago and have been
sent to America by a devious route to
be placed on exhibition for the benefit
of ule fund for l\Jadame Chiang Kai
shek's Chinese war orphans. In addition
to the Dragon Throne there is a white
jade: pagoda shrine centuries old. There
are also man)' oUler objets d'arl that
have never before been seen by ule
public, so closely have they been
guarded in 'the Forbidden City.

The cable from Madame Chiang
read as foilows:

'As China cannot participate in the
New York '''Torld's Fair on account of
the war, all 'we can do is' to send some
of our priceless possessions of ule past
to be exhibited for the benefit of Chi
nese war orphans. There are a million
of these orphans, and ule number is
increasing every day. 'oV'e hope the
American public will help us in our
desperate need. For your sympathy and
for your help, my deepest thanks and
appreciation.'

The nine-foot octagonal shrine of
white jade is one of the .most priceless
and exquisite things of the whole ex
hibit. It stands in a glass enclosure un
der floodlights. Buddhas are mounted
on doors on all sides of the shrine, and
roof points end in dragon heads, from
which hang small bronze bells. A large.
moss·green jade lotus bud is set on top
of Ule pagoda, which is said to be the
largest jade structure in the world.

The Dragon Throne is of gold inlaid
with moilier-of-pearl and is set on a dais
supported by the figures of four drag
ons. Panels on arms and back depict
scenes from Chinese history.

Models of palaces in the Forbidden
City. pieces of solid gold representing
some of the finest gold craftsmanship
in the world, a silver junk presented by
the Dowager Empress of China to Mrs.
Theodore Roosevelt, Sr., and numerous
tapestries, velvets, damasks, and bro·

cades from the imperial palace and tem
ple are to be seen in the exhibit.

Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., is sec·
retary of the national committee spon·
soring the exhibit and its director.

What of the World's
Future?
([ Predicting chaos and the absolute
downfall of civilization if nations of
the world continue their present.day
policies. Dr. James T. Shotwell. profes.
SOl' of history at Columbia University,
declared recently that civiliza.tion will
soon find itself worse off than in the
fifth century if the world follows its
present path. This is true, he said. be·
cause the barbarism of today has in·
finitely more capacity for destruction
than Alaric, king of the Visigoths, or
Attila. king of ule Huns.

''''ith the effort of countries to main
tain the present standard of living and
culture and to suppon the gigantic war
machines. Dr. Shotwell could see noth·
ing ahead for the civilization of the
world but bankruptcy. Dr. Shotwell
held his conference in the office of the
American Union for Concerted Peace
Efforts in New York.

As a step toward avoiding world
bankruptcy, Dr. Shotwell recommended
economic pressure to make foreign na·
tions respect treaties with the United
States. He declared Ulat this could be
done 'short of war.'

'The violators of our treaties will not
war wiul us merely because we insist
they be kept: he declared. 'That is one
of the most superficial things ever said
by serious·minded men. He will only
war wiul us if he thinks by the use of
force he can gain another victory in his
aggression.'

Dr. Shotwell urged amendment of
the present neutrality laws. saying he
preferred amendment to repeal, but he
would rather see them repealed than
left as they are.

China Builds New Road
(I Although it is not 'the road to Man
dalay: the new China road, but a short
time ago opened for motor traffic, real
ly begins not far from that city made
famous by Kipling'S immortal poem.
The road starts at Lashio in Burma and
extends into ''''est China to Kunming
(Yunnanfu) .

The new road, which covers nearly
800 miles, traverses wide plains and
steep, mountainous ,country, with alti
tudes ranging from 2,000 to 8,000 feet.
One section of the road, on the Hsia
kuan·Burma border, which part is 366
miles long. was started only in October,
1937, and in spite of the extremely
mountainous country was completed in
fourteen months to permit light motor
traffic.

A party of Englishmen recently made
the entire trip over China's new road.
They report: 'In dry weather the jour
ney from Lashio to Kunming can be
done comfortably in a light car in six
or seven days. But the road has been
designed to take heavy lorry traffic for
the carriage of munitions and govern
ment stores, and while the greatest
credit must be given to UIC Chinese en
gineers, who have built' largely with un
skilled labor, it has been impossible to
consolidate the sltrface thoroughly in
the time taken. This year, at all events,
part of the new road may not stand up
under the wear and tear of heavy lor
ries during the monsoon. The establish
ment of petrol depots, engineering
shops, and night accommodations is go·
ing fonvard rapidly, and one leaves
Yunnan with utmost admiration for the
determination and courage of the Chi·
nese, who have set about their task with
enumsiasm and efficiency.'

Many New Baptist
Churches in England
~ Speaking before the annual Assem·
bly of the Baptist Union, held recently
at Birmingham, England, Ule Rev. M.
E. Aubrey, general secretary of ilie
Council, reported a large number of
new churches founded during· the year
1938 and numerous new church build
ings erected.

'It is believed that at no time' in the
history of our communion have more
churches been founded and more build
ing schemes undertaken Ulan during the
last troubled year: said the speaker.

IVIr. Aubrey believes iliat in this wa~

the church is replying to the charge of
many people who are declaring that
the churches have lost faiul in ulem
selves and uleir message and are be
coming of little force in the world.

Declaring that the churches existed
to bring home to men ule age·old reali
ties of sin. death. judgment, the' grace
of God, immortality, hope, peace, and
eternal life. Mr. Aubrey pointed out
Ulat good had come out of the evil
sweeping over the present-day world,
since it had brought the church back
to consider the big things that really
matter and had brought' new emphasis
and insistence on Ule true meaning of
her message. He declared that one could
detect a new note of urgency in Chris
tian preaching and a more eager reo
sponse on the part of the listeners.

The Council stressed· the need of the
churches of Christ presenting a 'united
front' to the world. and decided to join
the '''Torld Council of Churches, which
although it has no authority to bring
churches into union with one another,
seeks to enable men in Christian
churches throughout the world to con
sult and plan and work together for
the evangelization of humanity.
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The Leaven at Work
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'I am greatly encouraged about our
missionary interest in these parts,' says
Rev. P. E. Yarbrough, Dalhart District,
Northwest Texas Conference. "'Ve are
going to have a school of missions in
most of our churches.'

Rev. James R. Cox, district secretary,
Cumberland District, Tennessee Con
ference, 'is trying to make the office of
district secretary mean something' in
his district. He has started the use of
church bulletins in two additional
churches; has given ten lectures on mis
sionary subjects and arranged for others;
and reports eighteen schools of missions
held and twenty-five missionary com
mittees actively at work.

The Danville District, Kentucky Con
ference, has its own District klessenger,
edited by Rev. L. M. Rogers, district
secretary.

The Moorefield llIissiolla7'Y Messell
ger is edited by Rev. R. E. Musser,
Moorefield District, Baltimore Confer
ence.

'.'

Rev. Edgar A. Potts, Farmville Dis
trict, Virginia Conference, issues the
Farmville District Missionary klessenger.

Rev. W. J. Ashworth, Orlando dis
trIct secretary, Florida Conference, re
ports: 'The l\Iissionary Institute was
filled with the spirit of missions. "The
best service of the kind I ever attend
ed," was the remark made by many.'

All district papers contain suggestions
for arousing missionary interest, and
all recommend the Sunday Bulletin is
sued by the Department of Education
and Promotion. One secretary says: 'The
bulletins are a fine piece of work and
add much to our church services.'

In the Districts
The Missionary Institute of the East

ern Shore District, Virginia Conference,
was held on a raw, rainy day, but the
church was filled. Rev. J. T. Moore, dis
trict secretary, says: 'All through the
day the impact was decidedly mission
ary. Those attending were prodigal in
praise of the worthwhileness of the en
tire program.'

the ruling of the Uniting Conference it
will form an important part of the new
l'vIethodist organization.

Echoes from the Uniting
Conference

Conference missionary secretary, dis
trict missionary secretary, missionary in
stitute, and missionary committee-these
offices and their functions formerly be
longing to the southern branch of Meth
odism will now feature largely in the
set-up of the new Methodist Church,
since they were accepted at the recent
meeting of the Uniting Conference.

Southern Methodism may well be
proud of the fact that she brought to
Methodist union such a well-thought
out and smoothly running piece of
mechanism for reaching the local
church that the new Methodist Church
was pleased to incorporate it into its
DiscijJline.

Another contribution that the South
ern Church made to the new Church
was the Judicial Council, the like of
"'hich has not been known either in the
Methodist Episcopal Church or the
lvIethodist Protestant Church. Under

'.'

studied and programs made for the ex
tension of missionary interest through
out the Church. District secretaries and
other conference workers attend these
conference periods nearly 100 per cen t
strong.

Among the speakers to appear on the
1939 conference programs at Lake
Junaluska and Mount Sequoyah are
Bishop J. W. Pickett, of India; Bishop
H. Lester Smith, of the Cincinnati
Area; Dr. Frank P. Graham, president
of the University of North Carolina;
Dr. ''''alter Judd, medical missionary to
China; Dr. S. C. Kincheloe, of the Chi
cago Theological Seminary; and Dr.
Frederick B. Newell, of New York.

Perhaps no feature of our missionary
program has a wider reach than the
two missionary conferences held each
year at our summer assemblies-Lake
Junaluska in the Rlue Ridge Mountains
of North Carolina and Mount Sequoyah
in the foothills of the Ozarks in Arkan
sas.

A program, inspirational in character
and rich in content for all those respon
sible for missionary leadership in the
Church, is offered each day, beginning
with conference hours and class periods
at 8 A.l\I., and closing with evening ad
dresses by leaders of missionary thought
from widely separated areas-leaders
who bring to their audiences rich ex
periences from home and foreign fields.

Picked missionary workers from
throughout the church-pastors, district
superintendents, conference missionary
secretaries, district secretaries, and
others-men and women who are inter
ested in the spread of the gospel and
the upbuilding of the Kingdom-meet
here together in the mountains for a
period of study, meditation, and inspir
ation. No wonder these missionary con
ferences have been termed 'mountain
top experiences' by many who attend.

The conference at Mount Sequoyah
will be held July 18-25 and at Lake
Junaluska August 1-8. The general
theme of the conference is 'A Chang
ing 'Vorld Order-Some Problems that
Emerge.'

No part of the conference program
carries more weight than the daily con
ference hour for men and for women,
conducted by the two secretaries of
education and promotion, Mrs. Helen
B. Bourne and H. P. Myers. Plans are

Mountaintop Experiences
By H. P. MYERS
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The Story of a Deaconess· Missionary
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24]

Women and the New Methodist Church
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12]

'Cleaner and Happyer'
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14]

read aloud to them. l'vliss Blackwell particularly vital because it offers an
handed me a book and explained that opportunity for children who do not
they were having a ten-minute devo· hear English at home to learn it be
tional service before the work of the fore entering the public schools. It also
afternoon began. provides a place where Mexican moth·

'El Buen Pastor' was the title of the ers who go out to do housework may
reading. 'The Good Shepherd-the leave their children in good hands duro
Tweilly.third Psalm: The woman read· ing their absence. The activities of
ing the Psalm in Spanish was Miss these bright·eyed tots are much the
Garza Flores, a deaconess of the church same as those in kindergartens every
from Tamaulipas, Mexico. After she had where-hand\vork, games, and songs.
finished, she spoke quietly to the worn· One of their favorite projects is their
en, explaining its meaning to them in Rhythm Band in which 'l'vliss Herrick
their own language. Her voice was low is assisted by Mrs. Robert Homan, who
and gentle, and her hands spoke, too, represents the Junior League of El
in occasional fluent gestures. To me she Paso in the work of the Community
gave the Twenty-third Psalm-that ex· Center. The youngsters are very proud
pression of perfect faith-a depth of of their orange·and.white capes and the
beauty that I had never perceived in it white caps with three orange stripes
before. After her talk was over, the that make up their uniforms. And no·
mothers proceeded with their work- where, I am sure, is there a band lead·
some knitting, some sewing for their er who has more eclat than the dark
children, ,others piecing quilts from eyed little girl with the black curls
bright scraps. who swings her baton in leading the

The kindergarten, in charge of Miss Rhythm Band.
Sue Herrick, is another important ac· All through their work, of course, the
tivity of the Community House. It is emphasis is on teaching the children
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English, preparing them for the bewil·
dering new world willr a different Ian·
guage which they will enter as soon as
they begin the public schools.

When I entered the girls' club room,
I found a scene of bustl.ing activity.
One slender girl was standing high on
a stepladder while another held up to
her a curtain to be hung at the win·
dow. Some were arranging a table or"
games, still others laying out the mate·
rials for soap carving, which was to be
the activity of the afternoon. Miss Theo
Speer, who has charge of the girls'
work, detached herself from the busy
scene to explain it to me. She super·
vises the Junior and Senior Girl Re·
sen'es as well as the Senior Girl Scouts
and the Brownies.

The group into which I had so un·
,ceremoniously intruded was the senior
group of the Girl Reserves, and this
was the preparation for the thirty.
minute play period which precedes
their regular weekly meeting. It is fol·
lo\ved by a business meeting, conducted
by their own officers, and then moves
on into the recreational activity of
handcraft for the afternoon. Besides
their handcrafts, these girls are learning
to conduct their own business, to work
together in harmony, to treat each other
and their sponsor in a friendly and
gracious manner and-what seems to
me even more important-they are hav
ing fun doing it. Their fun is that of
clean healthy play.

Miss Speer had asked these girls a
short time before to write down the
things they had got out of their Girl
Reserve Club. The answers, which she
allowed ine to see, were enlightening
in the extreme. They listed a number
of fine qualities they felt the club was
developing-loyalty, good sportsman
ship, honesty, truth. But through all
their remarks there ran like a refrain
their appreciation of the fun they were
having, of a place where they can go
to have a good time.

'I like it because we have fun: said
one. 'I have such a good time: another
added. 'I ha-i'e learned to have good
times: was the significant remark of a
third. One shy little new member
wrote, 'The Girl Reserve Club has
meant to me very much. All the girls
have been very friendly. I like to see
Ule girls' faces. I think they arc very
pretty:

But the most poignant and touching
of all tile answers and the one it seems'
to me represents not only the Girl Re·
serve work, but everything that the
Community House is trying to do, was:

'It makes me feel cleaner and hap.
pyer, and my troubles don't seem to be
so great. I enjoy the time I spend here
and wish I couid come more often:

It is no wonder that ulese remarks
breathe a wistful sadness, for 'though
the writer is only fifteen, life has gi\'en
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only two women have been elected in
the past two quadrenniums. It cannot
be argued that it is because women are
not interested in the work of this Board
or that they are untrained and incom·
petent, for the whole structure of Chris
tian Education is held together by the
work of women, and this will continue
to be true in the new Methodist
Church.

sen-ant or teacher, Mexican or Ameri·
can:

Miss Fox has recently said: 'I feel that
Mexico is my home and I love her and
her people with all my heart; it is the
greatest privilege and honor to serve
here:

Once when a certain Mexican worn·
an was requesting a missionary to be:
come the godmother of her two boys,
something was said about religious prop
aganda. 'Propaganda is not necessary:
said the mother. 'That is not what
worked a conversion in my heart. I
was led to the light simply by the love
and kindness of one who knew how to
teach me to trust in God at a time
when I was completely alone and dis
couraged. That person was Miss Lillie
Fox:

and does not include the Board
of Christian Education. The argument
of some of the leaders of the Board of
Christian Education is that women'
have the rights of the laity and there·
fore should take their chances with lay
members. It seems that their chances
for representation, judging from the reo
cent past of the Board of Christian
Education of the former Methodist
Episcopal Church, South, arc small, as

Centro and its unfailing hospitality.
The workers on her staff, other work·
ers in the Mexican Mission, pupils old
and new, Mexican and American
friends, look to l'vliss Fox for the ad·
vice, aid, and comfort which her rich
spirit is so abundantly capable of sup·
plying.

Many new recruits to the Mexican
mission field have been sent first to
work with Miss Fox, because of her spe·
cial gift for helping them to make their
adjustments to the new situation easy
and satisfying. One of these recruits in
speaking of her said: 'I don't know what
I would have done my first year in Mex·
ico had it not been for her helping me
get adjusted. Everyone who has ever
worked with her loves her, whether
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mediately changed and she very grate
fully accepted the gifts, s'aying that had
it not been for the proffered presents
the little ones in her family would have
had nothing on the 'Day of the Kings:
which in Cuba is the day on which
gifts are made.

munity House is doing for the two
thousand Mexican people with whom it
makes contact every month, and through
them it influences the entire popula
tion of the city of El Paso. It is a splen
did work, this adding a new spirit and
a measure of happiness to lives that are
hard and uncertain at times. It deserves
the support of. everyone interested in
progress, for it is working at the root
of one of the most serious problems of
our age. May the Community House
continue to grow, contributing more
and more to our Mexican neighborsl

New Ventures in Foreign Fields
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21J

belonging to the Catholic not reach all the people in the outlying
districts by walking; therefore they pur
chased horses, learned to ride, and now,
in company with a young Cuban boy
from the church school, visit many
homes they otherwise could not reach.
The missionaries have been impressed
with the eagerness of the people for re
ligious instruction and with the need
for health education.

Sometime ago a little girl knocked at
the home of the Americanas. 'Would
they please give her some money with
which to buy medicine for her sick baby
brother? When the missionaries visited
the home they found a very ill six
teen-months-old baby. Next morning
one of the missionaries, the baby and
its grandmother made the train trip to
see the doctor. As the grandmother
could not read, the instructions for giv
ing the medicine had to be explained
several times and very explicitly. For a
few days the baby seemed to improve,
then it became violently ill. A tele
gram summoned the doctor. As soon as
he arrived he knew that the baby had
had something other than the prescribed
medicine. Finally the grandmother ad
mitted that she had given the baby
snake-bone tea. The doctor prescribed
again, but before the medicine could
take effect, the baby had ,gied. When
the missionaries offered to have a sim
ple Christian service at the grave, the
family very gratefully assented.

In addition to a doctor, the village
very much needs a dentist or a dental
clinic served periodically by a dentist
from another town. There is also need
for some kind of library, as at present
there is no reading matter available.

During the Christmas season the mis
sionaries on horseback went visiting one
whole day in the homes of needy peo
ple, distributing toys their friends had
sent them for that purpose. In one
home there were twelve small children
living with their grandmother; in an
other, the mother was so timid and
fearful at first that she refused to an
swer the knock on her door. '''Then she
finally ventured forth her attitude im-

in families
faith.)

Much to the delight of the people,
the missionanes soon arranged for
church services to be held every Sunday
night and for church-school services
every Sunday morning. Although only
about seventy people are on the church
roll, frequently as many as 150 are now
attending the evening services. The mis
sionaries take turns in leading the serv
ice and in bringing a helpful message.
As one of the missionaries plays the
piano and the other the violin, a once
music-less church now sings with all its
heart-everybody seems to sing-listens
reverently to preludes and worships si
lently while hearing the music of some
of the great hymns of the ages.

A Young People's Division of the
church school, with a membership of
about sixty, also was soon organized.
This group now: meets regularly every
Saturday night with the young people
themselves in charge of their program.
On Sunday mornings one of the mis
sionaries teaches the boys' class of the
Young People's Division and the other
missionary, the girls'. There are Cuban
teachers for the other age groups, and a
Jamaican is the general superintendent
of the school. Recently eight members
of the Young People's Division went to
a town not many miles away to attend
a Youth Crusade program on which Dr.
W. G. Cram and Bishop Kern spoke.
The delegates returned to their. home
church inspired and eager for construc
tive service.

The women of the church have re
cently organized themselves into a mis
sionary society with twenty-five mem-
bers. '

In order to provide a place of recrea
tion for the young people, the mission
aries have thrown open their home to
them in the evenings. Seldom are there
fewer than eight who call to enjoy Chi
nese checkers, anagrams, or some other
game; often there are as many as twelve
or fifteen.

Soon after the rural work was started
the missionaries realized that they could

her a responsibility far in excess of her
.years. She has on her young shoulders
the responsibility of a family of five
people-her grandfather and four
brothers and sisters. Both she and her
older brother work and between them
they manage to keep their family to
gether. But if is on the girl that the
heaviest burden falls, for she is the old
est girl, and she has the task of mother
ing the others and of seeing that the
younger ones grow up as they should.

'Cleaner and happyer: It seems to
me that that is exactly what the Com-
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Methodism Rmong the Mexicans of Texas
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19]

his tombstone: 'ny nature strong, fear· At present our greatest hope rests in
less, daring, by grace an apostle to his our young people. They make up the
people, bringing many souls to Christ; majority of our congregations, and their
he suffered privation and persecution enthusiasm inspires us. For them our
unmoved; he went with joy, singing to church has in Texas three schools and
ule end.' seven social centers which arc trying to

As we review, our past we are proud bring Christ into individual lives and
of our fathers in the faith. ',Ve have ·through them to reach society in gen·
indeed a noble heritage. The story of era!. To measure the service of these
ulose first years of missionary work arc institutions would be almost impossi.
very glorious. The l\'lcxican population ble; suffice it to say that ule church has
of that .time was mostly rural, most of sent ule Mexican people in Texas some
the people were stable landowners, de· of its choicest spirits. The names of
scendants of the first settlers. Every year Nannie and Delia Holding, Georgia
they would hold camp meetings. The Swanson, Frances Montague, George
leaders imparted power to the congre· Manning, J. M. Skinner, Lawrence
gations. Very soon the church buildings Reynolds, and many others will ever
in these rural communities were unable be remembered for their services to the
to accommodate ule growing congrega· Mexican youth.
tions. Indeed, ule church was on the Six years ago, under the leadership
march! of the late Reverend H. E. Clements,

Had this condition continued, the the young people of our Conference
majority of the Mexican population were organized into an Assembly. For
would have been brought under ule in- those of us who have attended every
fluence of ule gospel, but it was alto· meeting ule progress that our young
geuler changed by the' social revolution people have made seems marvelous. To
of Mexico. After the assassination of day our Assembly is made up of a group
Madero and ule national effort in 1913 which well measures up to the groups
to rescue the revolutionary principles, of oUler conferences.
ulOusands of families began to migrate 'oVe are at the dawn of a new' day
to the United States, fleeing ule ravages with new responsibilities and opportu
of war. This migration was increased nities for the advancement of God's
by Ule great demand for labor brought Kingdom among our people. It should
on by the 'Vorld 'War and the 'boom' be our ideal for the Mexican people to
which followed it. Many families came become an integral part of the nation,
seeking economic improvement. The in· for they ought not to live forever as a
nux was so great that in a few years the separate group. In this amalgamation
new Mexican population outnumbered is found one of the greatest opportuni
the old native one. The schools were ties for the enrichment of the national
unable to care for the extra number of life; for here, as in no other section of
<:hildren, diseases spread, housing be- the Union, two rich cultures are living
came difficult, and many oUler social side by side. The aesthetic Spanish and
problems arose. As a result racial Aztec culture has something to impart
prejudice began to flourish in a way to ,the practical culture of the Anglo
unknown before. It was providential Saxon and vice versa. For the realiza·
Ulat during ulese years when this great tion of such an ideal there are prob.
migration was taking place we had in lems and handicaps which have to be
our church a leader o.f the physical considered.
strength and spiritual power of Frank Economically, the Mexican people
'S. Onderdonk. He was the true answer are at a disadvantage, for' ule majority
to ule needs of the hour. A man so of them are unskilled laborers, a fact
'great and yet so humble that he once that accounts for' their insecurity re-,
11'rote, 'I have made many mistakes but garding employment in an economic
I have loved much.' system like ours. Certain occupations

The economic depression of 1929 which had been controlled by Mexi
again changed the nature of tlle Mex- cans have been invaded by other
ican population in Texas. Because of groups. Young men who are able to
precarious conditions, thousands of occupy more lucrative positions are
Mexicans began leaving ulis country often discouraged by discrimination.
for uleir native land. Anouler handicap is racial prejudice.

Today the Mexican population is The complex of superiority on one side
more stable and settled. Immigration is met by pride and sensitiveness on
from Mexico has stopped almost entire- the other side, and as a result come
1y. The old people who came from division and misunderstanding which
Mexico are passing away, and ule ma- create friction.
jority of the new generations are made From ule educational standpoint the
up of people who were born here and Mexican people are also at a disad
who consider the United States their vantage. In many communities they are
native land. segregated, and their schools are crowd-
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cd and have meager facilities. All
these factors tend to hinder their prog.
ress. In spite of all this, Ute Mexican
people have made great advances; they
have changed from being a group that
was antagonistic toward a new language
and new customs to a group that is
alert and fast becoming a vital p;\rt of
the country. Every year the number of
Mexican students who finish high
school and college is on the increase.

'Vhat is the task of the church in the
solution of these problems? Certainly
not a single one of them can be prop
erly solved without the spiritual influ
ence of the church. It ought to cham·
pion the cal)se of justice and brother·
hood; it ought to give individuals what
the state cannot give, for more Ulan
material comforts and a higher stand·
ard of living our people need the spir
itual blessings that come through the
church.

That the gospel of Jesus alone can
change and uplift individuals has been
manifested in many of our people all
through the years. It has touched the
lives of the very humblest, the ignorant
and the superstitious, and those who
have felt the cruelty of sin in all its
forms. To these it has brought new life
and new hope. Margarita Rocha, a peon
who was ule scourge of ule community
in which he lived, vicious, ignorant, ob·
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What Does the Future Hold for China?
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7]
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marched under its nose from Hang
chow and taken control of the city
proper.

This chapter, written in 1933, has
proven prophetic so far, and just such
a series of events may occur. The fall
of Canton and Hankow merely ushered
in a new phase of ule war. In this dark
hour of Chinese history it behooves the
friends of China to redouble their ef
forts to let China work out her own
salvation.

China can fight and defeat Japan
alone; she cannot fight and win against
Japan, Britain, France, Italy, Germany,
and the United States. This country
must insist that the Munidl Powers
cease their 'peace offensive' against
China, and we must cease sending our
money and war materials to the Japa
nese invaders.
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by another Iniracle of grace. Her life
has been enriched and transformed
into one of usefulness and service to
her fellow-men.

Today the call of the Mexican peo
ple to the church at large is as real and
urgent as the Macedonian call was to
Paul. May the church realize the im
portance of its task and courageously
meet its present challenge as it has
done in the pastl

The Japanese Army marched on; the
war was brought to a victorious conclu
sion three times, and each time it broke
out again.

No invader ever conquered Russia
to the end, and no one ever completed
the conquest of China. Always beyond
the subjugated provinces appeared
other provinces swarming with hostil
ity. Szechuen and the south supplied
inexhaustible support and supplies for
the Kuomintang resistance. It seemed
at last as though there could be no
peace until the invaders fought their
way through to Tibet. .... 'Val' weari
ness descended upon Nippon.

But the Japanese militarists decided
upon a supreme military effort, a
march in overwhelming force into Hu
peh. It was to be 'a blow at the heart.'
Three mighty columns converged upon
the Chinese lair, from ule south up the
Canton-Hanko", Railway, up the Yang
tze River from Nanking, and over the
Lunghai Railway from Shantung. A
third of their forces were trailed out
upon their lines of communication, 'but
the Chinese fought with the great
wealth of Szechuen at their backs and
the almost overt sympaulY of the 'Vest.'

But the Japanese could make no fur
ther progress. Pestilence broke out in
their ranks. The situation in Japan be
came more serious. The Japanese could
hold their huge military gains no long
er, and the great retreat b,\ck to Nan-
king was started. .

'The horrors of that retreat have
never been fully told. The three Japa
nese armies at uleir maximum strength
had numbered well over two millions
of men; but probably about a million
or less remained fit for the retreat.
Famine was far more deadly WiUl ulem
than with tlle Chinese guerillas; the
exhausted wretches fell out along the
line of march and waited stoically for
the end; few prisoners were taken; the
Chinese had no food even if uley had
mercy to give quarters, and the fallen
were left to perish in their own time.'

In the end, ule novelist reported, the
Japanese army in Nanking revolted,
shot many of its officers, declared for
social revolution, and fraternized with
ule Chinese Red Army which had

resistance did not crumble. The re
treat was orderly, with a few thousand
troops fighting a valiant rear-guard ac
tion and demolishing military works.

On my bookshelf is a book called
The Shape of Thillgs to Come by H. G.
Wells, published in 1933, written from
the standpoint of an historian in the
year 2035. The section on the Far East
is prophetic of evcrything that has hap
pcned to date. It rccounts the monstrous
things that occurred during what the
historians of that year called 'The Pe
riod of Maximum Insecurity,' 1935 to
1965, when 'every world event cried
louder for collective action, and there
was no collective action.' 'VeIls told
how the Japanese militarists could not
see behind them their own miserable
peasantry breeding itself down to the
basest subsistence, a miserable urban
proletariat deteriorating physically and
morally. They could only see that China
was disorganized, that she was strug
gling with great difficulty to discover
a new method of collective living to
replace her ancient slack imperialism
and that this was their chance to cap
ture that country. The war they started
eventually led to ule killing of about
three million inhabitants, an extreme
social disintegration in China-and the
final collapse of ule Japanese mon
arcllY. Japan won all the battles but
lost the war.

Japan took Peking and Tientsin
easily enough, he related, but then ule
Chinese resistance grew and Japan final
ly found herself with more than a mil
lion and a half men in China when it
became necessary to make a ulird'land
ing-in Canton, 'but still her hold upon
China hardly extended beyond ule
range of her guns and ule glitter of
her bayonets..... Hundreds of tllou
sands of people had been slaughtered,
but the grcat invcrtebrate body of
China seemed able to endure such losses
WiUl stoicism impossible in a more.
highly organized state.'

Resistance behInd the Japanese lines
had no vital center, no formal head; it
was a thing of the mind, unquenchable
by military operations. And under the
stress of this resistance it had become
violently patriotic and zenophonic.

JULY 1939

scene, a staunch opposer to the gospel,
was miraculously touched by the sing
ing of a hymn, and his life has been
transformed. At present he is a living
testimony of the saving power of Jesus.

The gospel also has reached the up
per classes. I\Jrs. Maria Moreno, a wom
an of culture and means, whose intel
lectual achievements had given her dis
tinction, but who lacked the power of
God unto sah'ation, also was converted
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This Board of Missions and Church
Extension furnishes the bases for a
united movement in the fields of Mis
sions. It will enable the Church to focus
its attention upon major issues, both
home and foreign, witho.ut any over
lapping or undue emphasis in favor of
one cause or against another. It will also
enable the local Church to consider the
task of ''V'orld Evangelization in its en
tirety, as a program unifi~d in its vari
ous operations. It also brings into the
Bo~rd the women of the Church in large
numbers, who because of years of suc
cessful experience, will make a notable
contribution in the development and
execution of policies and programs. At
the same time, the specialized work of
the women is carefully preserved and
all funds raised through their Societies
are safeguarded.

In his statement before the Uniting
Conference, Dr. Mott said:
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Missions 'at the Uniting Conference
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10]
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WORLD OUTLOOK

W'e have been most anxious to get away
from old categories where we could chart
some new courses; possibly here and there
a new precedent. My life, as my friends,
here know, has been devoted to building
organizations. Possibly you might sum it
up, my life has been devoted to drawing
together the Christians, not only of dif
ferent denominations, but of different na
tions and of different races. Therefore, 1
recognize, as I am sure every thoughtful
person docs here, the great importance of,
this principle that I now enunciate and
that is, to maintain the maximum of au-,
tonomy in justice, to maintain at the same
time a united front and mutually support
ing divisions in the work. This is the great
problem of statesmanship everywhere. It
was always the greatest problem in building
up the American Republic. It has been
the problem that explains the fascination
and power of the British Empire. It is
an idle dream to speak of anybody being
able to work out with exactitude what is
the maximum autonomy consistent with
the united front and the mutually support
ing diVisions. The most we can do at the
best is to be headed in that direction; to·
have that as a constant governing princi
ple. If I were to add one other principle.
it is that we stand for having Methodism
summoned to a great advance. 'We do not
believe it was the design of God that this
Uniting Conference should be held simply
as an end in itself. but that it should have
in its vision beyond something that will
transcend anything that lies behind us. It
is with these principles, my friends, that
I want to repeat: 'Ve have not only tried
to apply it-all too poorly: I admit-but,
with the confidence that they will be ac
cepted, to be made a matter of const.mt
application because the Kingdom of God
comes without observation. It is a matter of
growth; it is a matter that will stretch on
into the eternity. '

Church. This Department will under
gird the whole missionary program of
the Board and of its respective Divi
sions.

John R. Mott, President of the Inter
national Missionary Council, was Chair
man of the Committee on Missions. His
many years of experience as leader and
organizer of missionary movements
made him exceedingly valuable as a
guide in the proceedings of the Com
mittee. He made a definite contribution
in assisting the Committee to outline
the purposes and duties of the Board
and the manner' in which these duties
are to be implemented through the ad
ministrative ,and, cultivation divisions.
This special contribution is to be noted

Africa, and Andora), Spanish Guinea, Uruguay:
One year $1.00; single copies 10 cents. Canada,
Newfoundland, and Labrador: One year $1.25.,
All other foreign countries: One year $1.75. No
reduction for.)onger periods.

Rem; t only by postal money order, express
money order, bank draft, check, or registered
mail. Remittances from outside United States by
,Postal or Express Money Order or by Bank
Draft, payable in United States Funds.

Correspondence regarding subscriptions should
be addressed to WORLD OUTLOOK. Box 509;
Nashvil~e,Tenn.

Manuscripts not returned unless postage is in..
eluded. All manuscripts sent at owner's risk.

REPORT ANY CHANGE OF ADDRESS DI
RECTTOUS RATHER THAN TOTHEPOST
OFFICEo A request for change of address must
reach us at least thirty days before the date of
issue with which it is to ,take effect. Duplicate
copies cannot be sent to replace those undeliv..
cred through failure to send such advance notice.
'Vith your new address be sure also to send us
the old one, enclosing if possible your address
label from a recent copy. The Post Office will not
forward copies to your new address unless extra
postage is provided by you.'

Subscriptions in the United States and Posses..
sions, Argentina. Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Costa
Rica, Cuba. Mexico. Morocco (Spanish Zone),
Panama. Peru, Spain (including Balearic Islands,
Canary Islands. Spanish offices in Northern
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sions are administrative, dealing with
(I) Foreign Missions, (2 ) Home Mis
sions and Church Extension, and (3)
"\Toman's Activities. The fourth Di
vision has charge of Education and Cul
tivation. The work of the first two Divi
sions is clearly indicated by their de
scriptive titles. The Division of Wom
an's Activities includes the Home and
Foreign work of the ''V'oman's Societies.
This calls for the organization of only
one l'vlissionary Society in the local
Church. The Fourth Division is a joint
Division for promoting missionary infor
mation, preparation of literature, edit
ing of magazines and periodicals, pro
motion of missionary institutes, and lo
cal missionary Councils in the local
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IN APPROVING

AS A DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE

METHODISM'S DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE

As a new era opens for Methodism, The Upper Room covets the privilege of
entering the enlarged fellowship as

: :' ~

StatePost-office
':' Foreign, forty cents.

Name

Street or Route

Individual Subscription
The Upper Room,
DoctOrS-' Building,
Nashvilf'e, Tenn.

Gentlemen:
I am inclosing herewith thirty c£nts ':' for which

please send me The Upper Room for one year, post-

paid, beginning with ~ _

____________ quarterly issue.

StatePost-office

Street or Route

Name

~onsignmentOrder
Issue for July, August, September
(For use of Pastor or Group Leader.

Order ten or more copies.)
The Upper Room,
Doctors' Building,
Nashville, Tenn.
Gentlemen:

Please send me copies of The Upper
Room, postpaid. I will sell these for five cents per
copy and pay for same when sold. It is understood
that I have the privilege of returning for credit any
unsold copies.

quickening the Spiritual and Devotional Life
of a United Metltodism

The July, August, September issue is now ready for distribution. Place a copy
in every home of your congregation. Get the lift in the spiritual life of your
church that only daily devotions can give.

Use one of the order forms below.

The Upper Room, from its establishment, has received the enthusiastic support
of all branches of Methodism. From North, East, South, and West, we have
received the co-operation of both the ministry and the laity in promoting the
daily use of The Upper Room among our people.
And now that union of Methodism is accomplished, the publishers -rejoice that
The Upper Room is in a position to serve as the medium for
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