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Jesse Lee, A Short History of the Methodists (a reprint), Academy

Books, Rutland, Vermont 05701. $6.95, 376 pp. (vii).

This modest reprint of six hundred copies is a good facsimile of the
original history published in 1810 by Magill and Clime, Baltimore, Mary
land. One of the most valuable additions to this reprint is seventeen
pages of index material. A few illustrations concerning Jesse Lee, author,
have been included. In this day of rising costs this copy is attractive
and reasonable.

-The Editors
Ethel Mabuce, I Always Wore My Topi: The Burma Letters of Ethel

Mabuce 1916-1921, ed. Lucille Griffith. University, Alabama: The Uni
versity of Alabama Press, 1974. 336 pp. $10.00.

At first glance I thought a better title could surely have been found,
but after reading the book, the title seems acutely apropos. The letters
are a first-person account of Ethel Mabuce's five years in Burma under
the Women's Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. The theme of the book is Miss Mabuce's adjustment to strange
ness and to the danger of disease in particular. In Burma in the early
20th Century, concern for health meant (among other things) the wear
ing of a pith helmet, the topi. The title, I found, does accurately call
attention to the dominant theme.

Scenery, heat and rain, predatory animals, family affairs back home,
fellowship among missionaries, activities of other expatriates in Burma,
Christian and non-Christian weddings and funerals, Burmese Christian
workers, children in the mission school, illness, land and water travel
these are the minor themes of the book. Not mueh is said about political
and economic affairs, the struggles in Asian society, or even about
the deeper reaches of her own spiritual life. Neither great feeling nor
great insight are to be found here. Though she was a dedicated mission
ary, her interests-domestic, personal patterned and conventional-did
not result in vitally interesting reading material.

The potential readers of this collection are limited to Miss Mabuce's
relatives and professional historians. The former could have had access
to the letters as family papers and the latter would have preferred to
read the original, unedited sources in the archives. As it turns out, Miss
Mabuce herself (now Mrs. Soelberg), the woman who wanted to be
known for staying under a topi, wanted to keep her letters under her
hat, too. The editor's preface relates that Mrs. Soelberg had to be talked
out of withholding permission to publish this collection. It would have
been better had Mrs. Soelberg's initial judgment been followed.

-Darrell Reeck
University of Puget Sound

G. Ray Mathis, Ed., College Life ,in The Reco'nstruction South, Athens,
Ga.: University of Georgia. Libraries Miscellanea Publications, No. 10,
1974. Paperback, 265 pp. $7.00.

Walter B. Hill, chancellor of the University of Georgia fronl 1899
until his death in 1905, was the first alumnus of the University to serve
as its administrative head. These letters were his student correspondence
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to his family from 1869-1871, during his years as an undergraduate and
a year's study in which he earned a Master of Arts degree.

Selected by the editor from a very extensive body of personal papers,
these letters have an intimate and self-disclosing quality. They show a
young man discovering his strengths and limitations academically, social
ly,and professionally.

In the difficult years after the war the necessity to live economically
was matched by the commitment of a family to the education of their
son. Every expenditure is documented and many items carefully dis
cussed. Walter Hill received honors and recognition eagerly. His first
writings were published in the campus paper, and some in the news
papers in his home city of Macon. The letters disclose that he entered
happily and successfully into the candidacy for election to deliver an
niversary and other honorary addresses and declarations in the Uni
versity. The literary and fraternal societies yielded many occasions of
recognition. And yet he reveals to the family that he could take dis
appointments and by-pass in preferments in stride. The reader finds
attention to study, loyalty to friends, care in the observance of Sunday
and devotion to religion in healthy balance.

The letters during the graduate year have come to embody nwnerous
literary allusions and thoughtful evaluations of professors, courses, books
and friends. His maturing and growing self-confidence are clearly ob
servable. In the graduate curriculum he studied French and German,
Law, Natural Philosophy, Calculus, Lessing, and Thucydides, earning
the M.A. in eight months with an outstanding grade record.

In a letter to his brother Herbert written in his senior year he
indulges fancy toward the future, telling how he will be writing books
in philosophy like Hamilton, poetry like Milton, novels like Dickens, and
history like Macauley. "Having thus achieved usefulness in the world of
literature I shall apply for the Chancellorship of this University (Dr.
Lipscomb will be dead by that time) and shall show myself valuable in
the work of education." (p. 168-9). What was to his younger brother
good natured spoof beeanle reality thirty years later.

The letters disclose the times but more particularly they reveal the
man. This book is in fact an addition to a large body of biographical and
literary study and publication in which Professor Mathis of Troy State
University has been engaged since his own doctoral dessertation dealt
with Walter B. I-lill's chancellorship at the University of Georgia. Dr.
IVI:athis also edited an earlier volume of Dr. Hill's letters entitled
Pilgrimage to Madison before being invited by the University of Georgia
Libraries to edit this series. The book is carefully and fully documented
in relation to persons, places, and events, and adds genuine insight to
a period of recovery in higher education in the South.

-Gerald O. McCulloh
Board of Higher Education and Ministry
The United Methodist Church

Robert Moore, Pit-Men, P'teachers, and Politics-The Effects of Meth
odism in a Durham Mining Community. London: Syndics of tile
Cambridge University Press, Bentley House; American Branch, New .
York, N.Y., 1974. 292 pp.

From the title and tile picture on the dust jacket of this book one
might imagine it to be a series of anecdotes about Methodists, their
preachers and their politics. The picture on the jacket is of the Bourne
Primitive Methodist Choir taken outside tJle Chapel about 1906. The
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book, however, is a profound, carefully researched study of the effects
of Methodism on the politics and political life of four Durham mining
villages in the period from 1870 to 1926, with an additional "postscript"
continuing the study in brief up to 1970. The author is Robert Moore,
Senior Lecturer in Sociology, University of Aberdeen. His research is
made vivid not only by his pleasing style of writing but also by the fact
that he lived in the area, talked personally with many of the villagers
and learned at first hand about some of the things of which he is writing.
The volume is indexed, contains a considerable number of notes, an
extensive bibliography, and a brief glossary of "Methodist" and "Mining"
terms.

After a slow moving, technical "Introduction," of more interest to the
student than to the layman, the author presents an historical background
for his subject and then moves into the heart of his thesis in chapters
dealing with "Village Methodism," "The Respectable Methodists and the
Old Liberalism," "The Radicals and the Labour Movement 1900-1926,"
"Methodists in Action: Three Political Case Studies," and ends finally
with a "Postscript" dated 1970 and some "Conclusions."

In justifying his book the author points out that, "Sociologists seem
to have neglected the persistent presence of Methodism, whereas his
torians have argued about it for as long as historians have attempted
to give an account of the development of the social and political institu
tions of modern Britain." This book worthily fills a portion of that gap.

Methodism is seen as a unifying, dynamic force in the Durham Com
munity which, nevertheless, failed to meet adequately the three great
social crises of the period-the Liberal Reforms, the First World War,
and the General Strike of 1926. Part of the failure may have been be
cause Methodism stressed the need for personal salvation to a far greater
degree than the need for social change, although many individual Meth
odists in the latter part of the 19th Century, stirred by the preaching,
v.rriting and activity of Hugh Price Hughes and other Methodist leaders
were deeply concerned about social movements. Nevertheless, "the con
ciliatory attitudes of the Methodists were at best seen as non-com
mittal in the industrial conflicts of the 1920s," and by 1930 Methodist
leadership in the trade unions was finished.

The miners of the Durham Community were also disenchanted by
Methodist activity during World War One. Although all the denomina
tions supported the War effort, the local Methodists "actively recruited
among the mines and served on tribunals." When few or no rewards
except continuing hardship came to the community following the War"
part of the blame for the lack of repayment was therefore directed to
ward those organizations which had been seen to give active support
to the War, like the local Methodist leaders."

Some historians and sociologists may disagree with the conclusions
of the book, and find the cause for the deterioration of Methodist influ
ence in the Durham Community not so much in Methodism itself as in
the simple fact that many Methodists moved to other communities in
search of better jobs. Fewer Methodists were going down into the pits
as more and more sought white collar positions. Contacts between
Methodist and non-Methodist workers were decreasing.

This book is a needed study in an important area of research in the
fields of history and sociology, and it should cause a great deal of
healthy, helpful debate and discussion.

-Frederick E. Maser
Philadelphia, Pa.




