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The President's Corner  

Beautiful weather, wonderful accommodations, 
informative lectures, interesting tours,delicious 
Mexican food and astounding entertainment!  That 
does not quite sum up our annual meeting this 
year; we also had a good sharing session with 
reports from each conference commission and an 
instructional session with our national archivist, 
Dale Patterson. In addition, we were graced with 
the presence of our General Secretary, Bob 
Williams, who reported on his preparations for 
General Conference next year.

Both of the lecturers, Lyle Johnston and Paul 
McCleary, gave us insights into Arizona Methodist 
history that we could not have gotten anywhere 
else in the literature. They helped us understand 
small town Methodism on the western prairies of 
the 19th and 20th centuries.  And we marveled at 
the genius of the ancients who managed to survive 
this desert area when we visited the Pueblo Grande 
Archeological Park.

Our tour of the churches gave us a glimpse of the 
immense variety of styles of worship and 
community ministry  in the Desert Southwest 
Conference. The visit to the United Methodist 
Outreach Ministries (UMOM) to observe its 
achievements in serving the needs of the homeless 
was an inspiration.

Our Jurisdictional commission is in capable hands 
now, and can look forward to a fine group of 
officers who will be elected in 2012 for the next 
quadrennium. Thanks to our nominating 
committee, headed by Marge Benham, for their 
work, and again to Marge for producing a 
directory of all the archives and archivists of the 
Western Jurisdiction. Thanks go also to our 
treasurer, Larry Hayden, for his excellent work in 
rescuing our finances from oblivion, and providing 
us with a healthy balance.

Most thanks, however, go to Bill Stead and his 
commission for the outstanding program and 
arrangements for our annual meeting, of which the 
closing night’s banquet and Mariachi 
entertainment  was the highlight!

Cornish R. Rogers, President.
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 Western Jurisdiction Commission on Archives and 

History Annual Meeting Minutes

April 28-May 1 2011  Phoenix, AZ

Scene from balcony at Paradise Valley UMC
Friday, 28 April—8:30 am.  Paradise Valley United 
Methodist Church

Welcome—Bill Stead

Devotions  Lora Lee Immel, Stephen Minister, opened 
with a meditative devotional based on the book 
“Surrender to Love.”

Chair, Cornish Rogers called the meeting to order.  
He thanked Bill Stead and his committee for hosting 
the 2011 WJCAH meeting.  Cornish commended Bill 
for his dedication and work in planning and organizing 
the meeting.

Roll Call by Annual Conferences of WJCAH Board 
Members

1.Alaska—Larry Hayden, Phyllis 
Sullivan

2.California-Nevada—Sargent 
Wright

3. California-Pacific—Cornish 
Rogers, DarEll Weist, Al Wright

4. Desert-Southwest—Bill Stead, 
Chuck Webb, Alive Van Wey

5.Pacific-Northwest—Barbara 
Weikert, Jim Walker, David Walker, 
Kevin Hall

6.Oregon-Idaho—Shirley Knepp, 

Don Knepp

7.Rocky Mountain—Marge 
Benham, Mary Etta Moore, 
Merlene Barner

8.Yellowstone—Absent

9. General Secretary of Archives 
and History—Robert Williams, 
General Commission Archivist—
Dale

Patterson

Also in attendance: Chuck Benham 
RM, Jim Van Wey DSW, Linda Stead 
DSW, Herb Hall PNW.

 
Minutes—The 2010 Minutes were presented. Al Wright 
moved the approval of the minutes. The Minutes were 
approved, as corrected.

Treasurer—Larry Hayden had reimbursement forms 
for those named in  the  2008 Discipline and the 
Commission By-laws list: Members: Officers, Chairs 
from each Annual Conference, Conference Archivist, 2 
members-at-large.

The 2010 meeting approved $50 per WJCAH Board 
Member

Treasurer’s Report—Called our attention to the 2011 
Budget, as well as monies received and expenses. 

Treasurer’s Report: 
Total income for 2010-2011 $1,868.43.   Total 
Expenses $44.00 

Regular Checkbook Balance  $5,152.89

Roberts Fund Checkbook Balance  $1,228.07

Don Knepp moved the acceptance of the Treasurer’s 
Report.  Bill Stead seconded. 

Treasurer’s Report was approved.

 Bill Stead commended Larry Hayden on presenting a 
clear, transparent, and well done

Larry Hayden, treasurer:  Presented 2012 Budget

Income:

Dues donations from 7 conferences

@$200 each $1400.00

Interest from 2 bank accounts    $    10.00 
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Miscellaneous $     20.00

Total Income  $1430.00

Expenses:

Travel Reimbursement 2012      $ 900.00

Conference Calls $   60.00

Printing $ 300.00

Recognitions (flowers,gift 

cards,certificates, etc.) $ 100.00

Miscellaneous       $   70.00

Total Expenses $1430.00

Moore suggested we move $100 from Printing to 
Miscellaneous. Those changes were accepted.

Al Wright moved the acceptance of the 2012 Budget.  
Alice Van Wey seconded.

 2012 Budget was approved with the Total Expenses 
reading 

Travel Reimbursement $ 900.00

Conference calls $  60.00

Printing $ 200.00

recognition $ 100.00

Miscellaneous $170.00

TOTAL EXPENSES $1,430.00

 

Committees reports:

Audit:  Al Wright reported that the books were in 
good order and that Larry Hayden deserved a 
thank you for the work he has done to get them in 
order.  Report Approved

Nominations Report:  Nominations brought a slate 
of officers that will start after our next meeting 
(after General Conference ) 

Chair person:  Jim Walker'

Vice-Chairperson:  Betty Clement

Secretary:  Merlene Barner

Treasurer:  Al Wright

Newsletter: MaryEtta Moore

After opening the nominations to the floor, the 
motion was made to elect them unanimous. 

Seconded and passed. 

Resolution Committee gave several resolutions 
thanking persons for their work and care of those 
of us in attendance. Those thanked were Cornish 
Rogers; Bill Stead and Chuck Webb and their 
committee for putting the meeting together; the 
bus driver who drove us on our tour; the speakers; 
and Larry Hayden for his work as treasurer. 

Don and Shirley Knapp gave us a warm and 
welcome invitation to the 2012 WJCAH meeting 
in Portland, Oregon. 

 
Camp Meeting/Revival in the Arizona Mission 
(1870-1910)
 

The camp meeting revival began in the late 18th 
and early years of the 19th centuries among the 
frontier Presbyterians lead by James McGready of 
Logan County, Kentucky. Historian William Sweet 
wrote that they "became, to a large degree, a 
Methodist institution." Jacob Payton mentioned 
the greatest of these was in 1800 at Cane Ridge, 
near Russellville, Kentucky.
 
In the American desert Southwest the former 
Methodist Episcopal and and the former Methodist 
Episcopal Church South planted the first churches 
in the Arizona Territory in late 1870, and began 
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holding camp meetings as an evangelistic tool 
within two years. The Methodist Protestant Church 
never had the resources to work in this region. 
Interestedly, we have reports that the ME and 
MECS worked together on several camp-
meetings-revivals.
 
The ministers of the Methodist denominations 
worked together for the betterment of the kingdom 
of God and that, in part, is what it was and is all 
about. Growth, whether by these meetings or other 
means such as founding a church, was slow but 
effective bringing the membership to 4,436 in 
1920.
 
Regards, Lyle Johnston

Mariachi players at the Saturday evening dinner.
A wonderful group that everyone enjoyed!

****************************************

+STORIES OF THE FIRST PROTESTANT 
CHURCHES IN LOS ANGELES

…And no one came
 by DarEll T. Weist

The first Protestant Sermon was preached by Rev. 
James W. Brier in the tiny Pueblo of LosAngeles 
in June , 1850. The Rev. Brier was a Methodist 

probationer from the Iowa Conference. The 
service was held at the home of John G. Nichols. 
In 1851 Nichols son John Jr would be the first 
child of American parentage on both sides to be 
born in LosAngeles.  In 1852 Nichols would 
become Mayor of LosAngeles.  The Nichols home 
was next door to the County Court House. The 
1850 census showed that there were 274 persons 
in LosAngeles City. .

The Briers had traveled over land in an Ox Cart 
and were part of the ill fated group who discovered 
when they reached Salt Lake City it was too late to 
cross the Sierra Nevada Mountains before the 
snowfall. So the group took an untried southern 
route and then because of disagreement with the 
leader branched out from this route and came to 
California by way of Death Valley.  Some of their 
number died in the desert from the cold and lack 
of food.  But the Briers made it to Los Angeles. 

While they were recovering from their ordeal Rev 
Brier, as would any self respecting Methodist 
preacher, advertised that he was holding a service 
and preaching a sermon.  The records say that the 
only people in attendance at the service were the 
Nichols’ family and Mrs. Brier and three Brier 
children.  Rev. Brier continued the services at the 
Court House for the next three weeks..  These 
times only his wife and family were in attendance. 

The Briers stayed a month or two more before 
moving on to Northern California.  Rev. Briers’ 
parting words as the Brier Family left Los Angeles 
were not complementary.  It seems that Los 
Angeles was not Iowa.    

Sources:  James Miller Guinn:  A HISTORY OF 
CALIFORNIA AND EXTENDED HISTORY OF 
LOS ANGELES AND ENVIORNS. 1915
Harold Garnet Black:  THE CHURCH OF THE 
LIGHTED CROSS: A HISTORY OF THE FIRST 
METHODIST CHURCH OF LOS ANGELES. 
1938
Edward Drewry Jervey:  THE HISTORY OF 
METHODISM IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
AND ARIZONA. 1960
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The Saloon was Baptized as a Church

By DarEll T. Weist

In 1853 Rev. Adam Bland was appointed as 
Missionary to Southern California and established 
the Methodist Church in LosAngeles. Rev. Bland 
was a successful Missionary for the Methodist 
Episcopal Church (North) in Northern California 
and so anticipated success as he was appointed to 
Southern California. 

When Rev. Bland arrived he made a very un- 
Methodist move by leasing the El Dorado Saloon 
located on Main Street.  At the time there was only 
one - two Methodist Families in the whole 
Country of Los Angeles.  Dr. M. Whisler and his 
family lived in El Monte and occasionally came to 
services.  The other Methodist, J. Wesley Potts 
lived in the City of Los Angeles.  It is reported that 
the first Quarterly Conference was held with Rev. 
Bland and J. Wesley Potts were attendance.

Rev. Bland turned the first floor of the Saloon into 
a Chapel and the second floor became a school 
called The Methodist Chapel School for girls, run 
by Mrs. Bland.  Rev. Bland had been appointed as 
Missionary to Southern California, so in addition 
to  preaching in Los Angeles he also preached in 
El Monte, Wilmington and Santa Barbara. He 
wrote to his good friend Issac Owen. “… I 
suppose this part of California is destined…to be 
the big-end of California.  It is a fine country—
good lands, fine stock country, etc.  But of all 
society I ever saw here is the worst.”  

Adam Bland supplemented his salary by horse 
trading as he had done in Virginia.   Harold Black 
in First Church’s history tells the story of Rev. 
Bland in his later years. Some Conference 
member, thinking horse-trading to be a 
questionable practice, introduced a resolution 
condemning it and asking that preachers be 
required to abstain from it. In the midst of the 
discussion which the resolution precipitated, Adam 

Band rose to his feet in the rear of the room and, 
coming to the front, said. “Bishop, I know that 
resolution is aimed at me. Now I will make a 
bargain with you.  When you send me to a charge 
where the salary will provide a living for my 
family and money to educate them, I will quit 
trading horses, but not until then!”

Adam Bland was named Presiding Elder (District 
Superintendent) in 1854 in Northern California. 
He served for 51 years in the Methodist Ministry.  

SOURCES
James Miller Guinn:  A HISTORY OF 
CALIFORNIA AND EXTENDED HISTORY OF 
LOS ANGELES AND ENVIORNS. 1915
Harold Garnet Black:  THE CHURCH OF THE 
LIGHTED CROSS: A HISTOY OF THE FIRST 
METHODIST CHURCH OF LOS ANGELES. 
1938
Edward Drewry Jervey:  THE HISTORY OF 
METHODISM IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
AND ARIZONIA. 1960

Thank you DarEll for these interesting items of  
history.  More will be printed in the next edition of  
Western Circuit Rider.  The Editor

**************************************

How about some sports stories?

Film Archives and a Baseball Hero 
by  Robert Williams

In the world of archives, one never knows what 
will turn up that has interest far beyond the world 
of United Methodists.  Recently, a film produced 
by the Television, Radio, and Film Commission of 
The Methodist Church (now UM Com) was 
digitized and made its way to the Baseball Hall of 
Fame.  It is a film produced in 1958 as a morality 
play on business ethics.  It was shown on WOR, 
New York, with a panel discussion moderated by 
Jackie Robinson.  Here is a glimpse of a baseball 
icon, the man who broke the color barrier when he 
started to play for the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947, 
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in a non-baseball setting leading a discussion on 
business ethics.  At the time, he was a vice-
president with Chock Full o’ Nuts coffee company. 

Chris Anderson, now Drew University’s Methodist 
librarian, remembered that the film existed from 
the time he was a student worker for the General 
Commission on Archives and History in 2003. 
United Methodist Communications had turned this 
film and many others over to the Archives of the 
denomination which are housed at Drew 
University.  At the time he was working in the film 
vault but thought little of the film other than 
recognizing that Jackie Robinson was in it.  In the 
early fall he made contact with the Hall of Fame 
around another piece of memorabilia and then Bob 
Williams, General Secretary and a Philadelphia 
Phillies fan, indicated that he was taking the 
manager of the New Room from Bristol, England 
to the Hall on November 1.  Chris offered to the 
Hall of Fame a DVD of the film.  Dale Patterson, 
archivist, digitized the film. Then a road trip was 
organized consisting of our guest from England 
who is a great baseball fan (Red Sox), Bob 
Williams, Chris Anderson (Cleveland Indians fan), 
his Dad, and a former worker at the Archives 
Center (a Chicago Cubs fan) to go to the Hall of 
Fame on November 1.  This film adds a hitherto 
unknown piece of Jackie Robinson’s life to the 
collection at the Hall.  

An article that appeared in the New York Times on 
December 24, 2010, indicated that “Robinson’s 
widow, Rachel, said through a spokeswoman that 
she did not remember the show or how her 
husband came to host it.  But she acknowledged 
that his Methodist upbringing loomed large in his 
life.”

Then in January, Major League Baseball 
Productions contacted Chris and Bob and 
expressed its desire to have a copy of the film for 
possible use in a special documentary on Jackie 
Robinson for either Black History Month or Jackie 
Robinson Day which is April 15.  This allowed 
Chris and Bob to visit the MLB Network Studios 
and indulge their interest in baseball.  

This is a great object lesson in reminding all who 
serve the “ministry of memory” that we don’t 
know when a document, a recording, or an audio-

visual will have much wider cultural significance 
in a later era.  Maybe the discovery will not be of 
someone who is unknown, but of something 
unknown about a famous person.  African 
American history affords the opportunity and the 
challenge to learn of those who have been 
marginalized and to learn more about the wider 
accomplishments of those who are iconic in 
another endeavor.  Both the New York Times and 
the Drew Magazine have run stories on this 
discovery.  They can be accessed at 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/25/sports/baseba
ll/25robinson.html and 
http://www.drewmagazine.com/2011/01/a-
realhome-run.   

(Editor's note: this picture was taken off the 
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia web page.)

Next Issue:  Coming in September

More articles from our speakers at the WJCAH 
meeting in Phoenix

Information about our 2012 meeting in Portland

The Discipline on Archives and History

Submitted articles on UM history in the Western 
Jurisdiction  

Have a great summer!
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