
BOOK REVIEWS
Charles W. Ferguson, Organizing to Beat the Devil, Methodists in the
Making of America. New York: Doubleday, 1971. 466 pp., $7.95.

This is the best book of its kind this reviewer ha~ read. The author
endeavors to trace the role of Methodism in the making of America,
and he succeeds in showing that "Methodism is America in microcosm."

Charles W. Ferguson is a fluent, skilful, and witty writer, and he is
at his best in this volume. This reviewer was a fellow student with him
at Southern Methodist University many years ago. When a mere youth,
as editor of The Campus, the student newspaper, Ferguson demonstrated
marked ability as a writer. He went on to become senior editor of the
Reader's Digest.

This book, despite its title which no one but Ferguson would ever have
concocted, is not to be classed with the usual attempts of journalists to
popularize history. Organizing to Beat the Devil is a serious book, and
it was not dashed off hurriedly. Obviously the author did much pain
staking research in preparation for writing and documenting the work.
For one who does not pretend to be a trained or professional church his
torian, Ferguson's historical accuracy is commendable. He cites few pri
mary sources, but both the text and the footnotes indicate mastery of
the secondary materials. One has the impression that he weighed every
\Alord he \vrote. This reviewer noted only a few very minor errors, such
as James Pilmore for Joseph, and 'Varren G. Candler for Warren Aiken.

The author's ability to compile brief and at the same time adequate
accounts of important events and periods in the history of American
Methodism elicits inward salutes. He never gets bogged down in details.
He makes no pretense of covering all of the history of American Meth
odism, but probably few who read the book will fault him on that score.
The story rnoves swiftly, accurately, convincingly, and it is delightful
reading.

Bishop Gerald Kennedy has aptly characterized this work as "a real
Methodist Western" which "captures the practicality and excitement"
of the Methodist movement in Punerica. The book is warmly recom
mended.

Albea Godbold
American Secretary
International Methodist Historical Society

Jack JYL Tuell, The Organization of the United l\lIethodist Church Nash
ville and New York: Abingdon Press, 1970.

Twentieth century Christianity is distinguished fron1 previous cen
turies of church history by the extent and variety of ecwnenical activity.
This book is a product of the trend in American church history and
through it the author presents an inside view of one ecumenical ex
perience in contemporary church life. In 1968 The Methodist Church
and The Evangelical United Brethren Church, similar in doctrine and
organization, merged to become The United Methodist Church. The
structure of the new denomination was defined in the Book of Discipline
which is the basic documentary source for the analytical position of
"the organization" of the new church. Within this framevvork, the em
phasis is on ('how" the organization works and coincident \vith this is
the expressed view that Methodism's unique contribution to church
history is its accumulated wisdom on matters of church governnlent
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(p. 47). Through eight chapters the subject is examined from its historic
foundations to its present functions.

Though the author has participated in the government of the church
as superintendent and General Conference delegate, he is frank to point
up questions, innovations, and problems about the system. For instance,
nowhere in the new Discipline does it state that a candidate for the
episcopacy must be a minister (p. 104). Nor is it clear that the General
Rules of Our United Societies from the former Methodist Discipline
have force as the General Rules of The United Methodist Church (p. 46).
New structural developments such as a Council of Ministries (p. 70) and
a Program Council (p. 153) are given extended consideration. Through
out the book the General Conference is described as the most powerful
and important agency of the church's government, but it is freely Hd
mitted that the bureaucracy it has created may frustrate as well as
facilitate the church's programs (p. 176).

As a sympathetic explanation of the new 1968 Discipline and specif-
. ically the church structure, this book deserves a wide audience of

clergy and laymen. It may well serve as a handbook for leadership
training and preparatory membership classes. An understanding of its
content and an emulation of its tone will surely enhance the operation
of the church at all levels. However, pastors and laymen may desire
more information on the role of the local church within the new struc
tural arrangement and for this they will have to use additional materials.
Further, the use of selected political terms and analogies deserve at
tention because they could lead to misunderstanding. For example, the
word democracy (pp. 31, 126) when used within an ecclesiastical struc
ture should be carefully defined lest it be interpreted in a contemporary
secular sense. Also the comparison of the General Conference to the
Congress of the United States and the Judicial Council to the Supreme
Court (pp. 32, 168) is tenous at best and accurate only in the most gen
eral sense. Nevertheless, the work has immediate educational and prac
tical value for the conscientious member of The United Methodist
Church.

Frederick V. Mills
Associate ProfesSior of History
LaGrange College..
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