
News Brief 

Beginning with the April issue, a special section entitled Discovery 
will be initiated in this magazine. Permission was granted by the 
Northeastern Jurisdiction Commission on Archives and Ilistory 
to use this title. During 1962-64 the Northeastern historical agency 
issued a small publication named Discove~y ,  which gathered unusual 
Methodist items, such as pictures, letters, and brief manuscripts 
that had never been published. It was edited by Frederick E. Maser. 
The Commission plans to carry on the same idea in Methodist 
History, publishing unusual United Methodist items which ought 
to appear in print. Dr. Maser has agreed to edit this section. Sugges- 
tions may be sent to him at 7048 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania 19119. 

21: :I: 4: ::: :t 

\The Methodist Magazine, which was begun in 1778 in England 
by John Wesley ceased publication last August. The magazine was 
first issued under the title T h e  Arminian Magazine and claimed 
to be the oldest continuously published magazine in the world. 

A plaque now marks the site of Fairfax Chapel, which is now a 
part of Oalrwood Cemetery in Falls Church, Virginia. This chapel, 
one of the first in Northern Virginia, was the result of preaching by 
Francis Asbury and Robert Strawbridge in the home of Colonel 
William Adams, and the earliest structure was erected sometime 
before 1780. A brick church replaced the earlier frame building in 
1819. This was destroyed during the Civil War by Federal troops 
occupying the area. After the war a new church was located a 
short distance away. A second congregation was formed of Northern 
sympathizers and this church was opened in 1876. The two churches 
later took the names of the site donors, and are known as Dulin and 
Crossman, respectively. 

The plaque at the Fairfax site depicts the scene when Asbury 
discovered Ilarry Ilosier preaching outside the chapel, as drawn 
by F. Erle Prior, illustrator of Asbury7s Journal and a member of 
Crossman Church. It was unveiled last April by Diane Thorne, 
descendant of one of Crossman's founders. 

The Pilrnore-Boardman Bicentennial observance in October 1969 
was a significant historical event, and the addresses delivered at the 
celebration have been published in T l ~ e  Ilistoj-ical T ~ a i l .  The His- 
torical Society of the Southern New Jersey Conference has also 
included in this special Bicentennial issue of its publication other 
articles on Pilmore and Boardman and Gloucester Point. T h e  
liistorical Trail is available at $1.00 per copy and can be ordered 
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from the Rev. Robert B. Steelman, 829 Church Street, Millville, 
New Jersey 08332, or from the Commission on Archives and History 
at Lake Junaluska, North Carolina. 

One of the major publishing events in United Methodism is The 
Journal of Joseph Pilrnore 1769-1774, which was released on October 
24,1969. For many years the original handwritten Journal has been 
in the possession of the Historical Society of the Philadelphia An- 
nual Conference, but it has never before been published. This 
important publishing event will be of interest to Americana collec- 
tors, history students, and general readers. A review of the publica- 
tion is carried in this issue. 

The 36th annual service at Old McKendree Chapel, between 
Cape Girardeau and Jackson, Missouri, was held last fall to com- 
memorate the 150th anniversary of the building of the chapel. The 
log structure was erected in 1819, although camp meetings were 
held in the area as early as 1806 and the church itself was organized 
in 1809. It is the oldest Protestant church and the &st Methodist 
church building still standing west of the Mississippi River. The 
chapel has been restored, parking space added, and a canopy erected 
over the building. It is one of the fourteen national United Methodist 
Historic Shrines, and the only one west of the Mississippi River. 

Dr. Samuel J .  Fanning, Professor of History at St. John's Univer- 
sity, Long Island, is taking sabbatical leave during the 1970-71 
academic year so that he can devote full time to an up-dating of the 
history of the Irish Palatines and the key role they played in the 
founding of Methodism in America. Dr. Fanning comes from County 
Tipperary, Ireland, next-door neighbor to County Limerick where 
Philip Embury was born. His article, "Philip Embury, Founder of 
Methodism in New York," was published in the January 1965 
number of Methodist History. Dr. Fanning would welcome sugges- 
tions and leads from people who are interested in his proposed 
research. His address is 335 Carnation Avenue, Floral Park, New 
York 11001. 
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Book Reviews 

T h e  Journal of Joseph Pilmore, Methodist Itinerant, f o r  t he  years August  
1,1769 t o  January 2,1774. Edited by Frederick E. Maser and Howard T. 
Maag. Philadelphia, Message Publishing Co. for the Historical Society 
of the Philadelphia Conference of The United Methodist Church, 1969. 
262 pp. (Obtainable from the Historical Society at 326 New Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106, $5.00 hard cover, $2.00 paper.) 
This long awaited volume was released October 24, 1969, at a Bicenten- 

nial banquet commemorating the arrival at Gloucester Point, New 
Jersey, of the first two Methodist itinerant preachers sent by Wesley 
to America-Richard Boardman and Joseph Pilmore. On Saturday, 
October 25, in connection with the same celebrations, a commemorative 
monument was unveiled at Gloucester Point. 

As Dr. Maser points out in his preface, Joseph Pilrnore has seldom 
been accorded his rightful place in the story of early American Meth- 
odism. Richard Boardman was in charge of the tiny but momentous 
missionary expedition. Both men were worthy samples of Wesley's 
younger lay itinerants, but Pilmore was the better educated and the 
more able of the two. One reason for  Methodist neglect of Pilmore is 
furnished by the circumstances of his subsequent ministry. He left 
America in 1774 not only because of the threatening war but as the 
victim of a whispering campaign implying with insufficient justification 
that he was "soft" on Methodist discipline. Returning to England he 
was stationed in British circuits, and then in 1784 passed over (along 
with other senior preachers) when Wesley listed one hundred men to 
constitute the legal conference nominated to assume control of Methodism 
after his death. It is likely that this had much to do with his decision 
to leave British Methodism and return to his beloved Philadelphia, where 
in November 1785 he was ordained by Bishop Samuel Seabury a deacon 
and priest of the Protestant Episcopal Church. He remained in close and 
friendly touch, however, with Charles Wesley (until his death in 1788) 
and with the local Methodists in Philadelphia, where he was buried 
in 1825 at the age of 85. Nevertheless, Methodists (in common with 
those of other denominations) have remained a little suspicious of any 
man who left their own fold, even though it was for John Wesley's 
own Anglican Church. 

Another reason why justice has not been done to Pilmore was the 
comparative difficulty of securing access to his manuscript journal, and 
even then of having to wander unaided through hundreds of pages of 
material fascinating in itself, but possibly not fully related to the main 
subject of the inquirer's research. 

Now both these obstacles have been removed. The journal itself is 
available at an extremely attractive price, enriched by many explanatory 
notes by Dr. Maser and Mr. Maag, and with an index of the multitude 
of persons and places mentioned by Pilmore. (A handful of subjects arc 
also noted in the index, but in general this much more C O I I ~ ~ C X  tnslc 
of the index-maker has not been attempted.) 

This manuscript journal covers only n brief chapter in the lifc both 
of Pjlrnore hirnscll' and of early American Methodism, but  it is a f o r n ~ n -  
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tive and most important one. It contains rnany sidelights on the life of 
New Yorlc and Philadelphia and of their immediate surroundings in the 
colonial period, and over sixty pages describe Pilmore's itinerant ministry 
(stretching from the suminer of 1772 to that of 1773) in Maryland, 
Virginia, the Carolinas, and Georgia. More important still are the 
glimpses of persons and events both important and incidental in the 
life of early American Methodism. For most of the period this journal 
is unique, and it serves both as a supplement and a corrective where 
it overlaps the later and better known Journal of Francis Asbury, and 
the still later journal of Thomas Rankin. 

The volume contains a biographical sketch of Pilmore by Dr. Frank 
Bateman Stanger, the President of Asbury Theological Seminary, whose 
unpublished doctoral dissertation was prepared for Temple University, 
Philadelphia, on this subject. As Dr. Stanger points out, in those days 
when English spelling was even more fluid than now, Pilmore's name 
appeared in several different forms, even from his own pen, including 
the well known "Pilmoor," which some may still prefer. A copy of 
Pilmore's will is added, transcribed by Dr. Harold C. Koch, and the 
illustrations include a facsimile page from the manuscript journal and 
maps of Pilmore's travels. 

Dr. Maser and his colleagues in the Historical Society of the Phila- 
delphia Conference have placed all students of Methodist history greatly 
in their debt, and those readers who are more interested in recapturing 
the life of two hundred years ago or in the perennial foibles and fancies 
of human nature will also find here much to fascinate them. 

-Frank Baker 
Duke University 
Durham, North Carolina 

Albert Schweitzer: T h e  Quest  of the Historical Jesus, Introduction by 
J a m e s  M. Robinson, The Macmillan Co., N.Y., 1968. Paperback, 
413 pp. $2.95. 
The search for the historical Jesus has been an absorbing study during 

the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. It has moved through several 
different phases of interpretation, beginning with Strauss and Holtzmann 
and extending to Bornkamrn and Robinson. The study has been varied 
-theological, philosophical, humanistic, psychological, literary, historical 
and mythological. 

The place of Schweitzer's Quest of the  Kisto~*ical Jesus was primarily 
to challenge the humanistic and theological reconstructions of the 
nineteenth century with what he regarded as a more truly historical 
view. He did this by presenting Jesus in his teaching and deeds as an 
apocalyptist of the first century, rooted in the apocalyptic thought of 
his time. As the Son of Man, Jesus went to the cross to return as God's 
Messiah, who would overtlvow earthly powers by an act frolll heaven 
and then set up his Kingdom. 

The re-issue of this book, first published in 1906, is timely in tlte light 
of the trends of the life of Jesus studies in this century. The possibilities 
of knowing the historical Jesus were seriously challenged by the Fonn- 
Criticism school, and later by the inythologists of the Bultil~ann decades. 
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Once again an attempt, however, is being made to see some aspects of 
the Jesus of history by Bornkamm, Robinson, and others. It is in the light 
of t.his prospect that the re-issue of Schweitzer's book is significant. 

The extent to which Schweitzer has influenced the interpretation of 
Jesus is evidenced by the fact that he cannot be neglected, even by 
those who disagree with him. Even the Lord's Prayer has been inter- 
preted eschatologically and apocalyptically. 

From the standpoint of the practicing faith of the Christian of today, 
it does not follow that all must regard Jesus as an apocalyptist of the 
Schweitzer mold. But he can find here a deliniation of a dynamic belief 
in the Lordship of Christ and the mighty acts of God in history, past, 
present, and yet to occur. As Schweitzer put it: "Although historical 
knowledge can no doubt introduce greater clearness into an existing 
spiritual life, it cannot call spiritual life into existence . . . not the histor- 
ical Jesus, but the spirit which goes forth from Him, and in the spirits 
of men strives for new influence and rule, is that which overcomes the 
world" (pp. 399-401). 

Robinson's introduction provides a valuable perspective by which to 
view the historical Jesus. It also places Schweitzer and the significance 
of his work in this framework. 

Charles M. Laymon 
Chairman, Department of Religion 
Florida Southern College 
Lakeland, Florida 

Preaching in American History, Edited by DeWitte Holland, Abingdon 
Press, Nashville/Mew York, 1969. 436 pp. $8.95. 
This book possesses the usual merits and defects of a symposium. As 

diverse authors trace the history of preaching in America from 1630 to 
1967, some treatments are quite adequate, others less satisfactory. The 
Introduction, by the Editor, outlines the purpose and format of the 
study. While there is some monotony in the analyses, chapter sum- 
maries are very helpful. 

On the positive side, the coverage from Puritan days to the current 
social revolution is well done. Particular mention should be made of 
Chapter 2, on "Puritan Preaching"; Chapters 8 and 9, on "Slavely" and 
"Civil War Preaching"; Chapter 12, on "War and Peace" (1915-1965)- 
though World War I seems to get disproportionate attention; Chapter 16, 
on "The Radical Right"; and Chapter 19, "Race Relations" (1954-1966). 
For the most part the documentation is quite well done-indeed, in 
most chapters the references are so full as to make this a source book 
on American preaching. Some of the references, however, deal more 
with history of the times than with preaching. 

Several weaknesses may be cited: Occasionally too much attention is 
given to the historical context and too little to the message of the  
preachers. A brief digest of the historical situation with more adequate 
treatment of the preaching would have been better. Also some of the 
chapters have a disproportionate amount of quotations-others seem 
to be the judgments of the authors with little support from primary 
sources. The study of ecumenical preaching includes too much from 
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outside of America ancl an inadequate treatment of issues here. Aspects 
of the Presbyterian and Episcopal discussions, the Lutheran tensions, 
and the various Methodist "unifications," for  example, lack an adequate 
study. Chapters 17 and 20 seem to reflect the imposition of sociological 
judgments rather than being derived from themes of the preaching itself. 

While not crucial to an evaluation of the book, some specific questions 
might be raised: Is the "polarity" between "revivalism and orthodoxy" 
an accurate description? (pp. 99, 104) Is Armillianisln correctly under- 
stood? (p. 119) Is it correct Lo say that Finney "asserted his independence 
from tradition and orthodoxy"? (p. 143) Concerning Methodism's election 
of a slave-holding bishop, there is an error of fact. (p. 169) Consulta- 
tion of more adequate source material would have avoided this mistake. 
Should not the "Fundamentalist-Modernist" controversy be dated from 
about 1910 instead of 1918? And is it implied that Fundamentalism 
faded out in 1930? It seems quite strong at the present. 

Is it strange also that, in a book of this scope, no depth study is given 
to "mass evangelism" as it is sometimes called, i.e., to such men as 
Charles Finney, Dwight L. Moody, Billy Sunday, Jesse Bader, and 
Billy Graham? Whatever be one's evaluation of these men and the 
movements they represent, they have had a determinative effect upon 
church life in America. Also, I missed any significant reference to such 
preachers as S. Parkes Cadman, Joseph Sizoo, Samuel M. Shoemaker, 
Joseph Fort Newton, Francis J. McConnell, George A. Buttrick, Ralph 
Sockman, Robert G. Lee, J. Wallace Hamilton. It seems strange that 
these have been omitted. There is, likewise, veiy little attention given 
to the "sect" churches, as well as Roman Catholicism and Jewish 
preaching. 

Two technical items should be noted: the book seems to be cheaply 
bound-the covers warped very quickly. And the price is too high. 

In spite of these reseivations, this volume will remain as a good 
source book on American preaching. The book, for the most part, is 
interesting to read. And the mood as well as the message of the preach- 
ers presented is clearly evident. While differing judgments may be 
made concerning certain persons studied, this is a rich storehouse of 
reference both historically and homiletically. And with few exceptions, 
the writers have done a coinmendable piece of work. 

-Claude K. Thoinpsoil 
Professor of Systeixtatic Theology 
Emory University 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Errol1 T. Elliott, Quakeys on. the A?1zel*ica?.~ Fq-ontiel*. Richmond, India~la: 
The Friends United Press, 1969. 434 pp. $6.50. 
America11 Qualrers have had a hand in most of the religious and civic 

issues that have confronted America. This new volu~ne reveals how the 
Quakers have dealt with these issues, especially as they crossed the 
Allegheny Mountains and started to spread out across America in the 
latter part of the eighteentl~ century. 

According to the author, a lifelong mid-westem Quaker adlo received 
his theological education at Iliff School of Theolog~~, Qualrerislll in the 
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west was fashioned in significant ways by the pioneer influences it 
encountered. This is graphically shown in the fact that, in the main, the 
Society of Friends in America has been divided, with some exceptions, 
by the Allegheny Mountains and the Potomoc River. 

Always sensitive to major social concerns, especially war and slavery, 
the Quakers who went to Virginia, North and South Carolina, Georgia, 
and Tennessee early faced severe tests as they found slavery increasing 
around them. Encouraged by their mentors and friends both in Philadel- 
phia and London, they made their decision to oppose the bondage of any 
fellow human being. But, unwilling to leave their former slaves to the 
mercy of unscrupulous slaveowners, they frequently appointed trustees 
from their fellowship to hold title to slaves, allowing the blacks their 
freedom to all practical purposes. In addition, many Quakers were driven 
by their consciences reluctantly to break state laws by aiding in the 
escape of slaves to the north and/or Canada. 

Discipline among Quakers was rigid, especially in the earlier years, 
as it was in most religious groups, and especially on the frontier. Such 
matters as dancing, fiddling, and marrying non-Quakers caused many 
members to be reprimanded or disowned (expelled). The application of 
strict measures sometimes resulted in wrangles and division. An example 
of such a division occurred at Cane Creek Monthly Meeting in South 
Carolina in 1762-63, presumably causing a group of Friends to migrate 
to a new Quaker settlement at Wrightsborough, Georgia, headed by 
Hermon Husband, Joseph Maddock, Isaac Vernon, and others. Another 
Quaker historian, Stephen B. Weeks, points out that as some Friends 
were disowned because of the strict Quaker discipline many turned to 
the Methodists. In Virginia and North Carolina especially, writes Weeks, 
"It is probably accurate to call the Methodist Church the heir of the 
Quakers." 

Other crucial issues dealt with in the volume that have caused tension 
and sometimes division among the Quakers have been (1) the increasing 
acceptance by some meetings of evangelists and regular pastors, (2) the 
increasing use of more structured worship (rather than depending 
entirely on the leading of the Spirit), and (3) disagreements over 
biblical and theological interpretation. In addition to social concerns 
already mentioned, Quakers were leaders in insisting on justice for the 
American Indians, in opposing the use of alcoholic beverages, in allowing 
freedom to women, in providing education for Negroes and Indians, as 
well as their own people, in overseas missions. 

The author gives a comprehensive picture of the way Quakers moved 
westward, establishing their meetings as they went, and helping create 
the economic and social structures of new states all the way to the Pacific. 
At the same time, the volume is not cluttered with unnecessary detail. 
Dr. Elliott's familiarity with his materials and with the Society of Friends 
across the nation gives this treatment a commendable balance and 
perspective. 

-Walter N. Vernon 
Nashville, Tennessee 



Publlicatisns For Sale 
Order from 

Commission on Archives and History 
Lake Junaluskor, North Carolina 28745 

Conference Histories: 
Brooks, William E. ed.: From Saddlebags t o  Satellites (History of 

Florida Methodism), Parthenon Press, hardback, 1969, 268 p., $4.00. 
Clark, Elmer T.: History of Wes tern  North Carolina Methodism, Parthe- 

non Press, hardback, 1966, 197 p., $3.25. 
Davis, J. Russell: From Saddlebags to  Satellites (History of California 

Conference EUB), Keystone Agency, San Diego, spiral binding, 1963, 
185 p. and appendix, $1.00. 

Huffman, Harry 0.: History o f  the  Indiana Conference North (EUB),  
Evangel Press, Nappanee, softback, 1968, 316 p., $3.00. 

Miller, Charles R. and William L. Raker: T h e  Histories of the  Pennsyl- 
vania and Central Pennsylvania Conferences ( E U B ) ,  now known as 
the Susquehanna Conference, The Craft Press, Chambersburg, hard- 
back, 1968, 660 p., $6.00. 

Miller, Gene R. A History of N o ~ t h  Mississippi Methodism 1820-1 900, 
Parthenon Press, hardback, 1966,158 p., $4.25. 

Local Churclt History: 
Callrin, Homer L.: Castings from t h e  Foundry Mold, A History of 

Foundry Church, Washington, D. C. 1814-1964, Parthenon, hardback, 
1968, 359 p., $6.25. 

General Publications: 
Batsel, John D., compiler, Union List o f  Methodist Serials, second 

checking edition, softback, 1968, 156 p., approximately 1,500 titles, $10.00. 
Clark, Elmer T.: T h e  W a r m  H e a ~ t  of Wesley,  hardback, 1950, 78 p., 75# 

(few copies) . 
Godbold, Albea, editor: Forever Beginning 1766-1 966, Methodist Bicen- 

tennial Historical Papers, softback, second printing, 1967, 254 p., $2.50. 
Griffith, Helen: Dauntless in Mississippi, The Life of Sarah A. Dickey, 

1838-1904, Dinosaur Press, second printing, 1966, softback, 174 p., $1.95. 
Little, Brooks B., editor: Methodist Union Catalog (History, Biography, 

Disciplines, and Hymnals), preliminary edition, softback, 1967, 478 p., 
$10.00. 

Jones, George H.: The Methodist Tourist Guidebook, Tidings, softback, 
1966, 300 p., $1.00. 

Maser, Frederick E.: T h e  Dramatic Story of Early American Methodism, 
Abingdon Press, softback, 1965, 111 p., 7 5 ~ .  

Methodist History, approximately 64 pages, quarterly, single price, $1.25; 
yearly subscription, $5.00; two years, $8.00. 

Pamphlets: 
Smeltzer, Wallace Guy: How t o  Wr i t e  and Publish the  History of a 

United Methodist Church, second printing, 1969, 14 p., single copy 
free; additional ones, 1 0 ~  each or $1.00 per dozen. 

Clark, Elmer T.: Chal-les Wesley ,  second printing, 20 p., 5 cents each. 
Clark, Elmer T.: Francis Asbu ly ,  second printing, 1966, 19 p., 5 cents - 

each. 
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Edwards, Maldwyn L.: Jolm Wesley, second printing, 1966, 22 p., 5 cents 
each. 

Maser, Frederick E.: Susanna Wesley, 1967, 31 p., 5 cents each. 
Smith, Warren T.: Thomas Coke, second printing, 1964, 24 p., 5 cents 

each. 
The Fourteen Original Historical Shrines of The United Methodist 

Church, reprinted by perrnission of Together Magazine, 1966, 16 p., 
456 per dozen; $3.25 per 100. 

Miscellaneous hems: 
Film Strips: "Live or Die, I Must Ride," 80 frames, 1966, limited supply, 

special price-$5.00. (Methodist Church history, narrated by Lowell 
Thomas) 

"Of Many Threads," 73 frames, record, $7.00 (EUB Church history) 
Grave Marker: (see illustration below) bronze marker, $20.00; in 

quantity of five or more, $15.00 each. 
r Medallions: Methodist Bicentennial Medallion, bronze, shows four earliest 

church structures in American Methodism erected in the 1760's, $1.00 
,-- Prints: Color Prints of Susanna Wesley, Charles Wesley, Thomas Coke, 

and Francis Asbury, taken from the Frank 0. Salisbury portraits, 
and John Wesley, taken from the Jackson portrait, 504 per set. 

F Slides: Color Slides of the five portraits listed above and the World 
Methodist Building, Lake Junaluska, N. C., 2 5 ~  each. 

./ Wesley Plaque: Full color plaques made of best Staffordshire pottely 
with likeness of Wesley in center, produced by Hartley Victoria 
Methodist College, Manchester, Engla.nd, $3.00. 

. 

NEW ITEMS 

The Journul of Joseph Pilmore 1769-1774, edited by Frederick E. 
Maser and Howard T. Maag. Philadelphia, Message Publishing 
Co., for the Historical Society of the Philadelphia Conference, 
1969. 262 pp. Order froin Methodist Historical Society, 362 
New St., Philadelphia 19106, or Cominission on Archives and 
History, Lalre Junaluska, N. C. 

The IIistoricul Trail, special Bicentennial issue of the Southern 
New Jersey Conference Ilistorical Society. $1.00 each. 

- 



GRAVE MARKER 

This official marker for  the graves of Methodist ministers has been 
adopted by the General Commission on Archives and History, The 
United Methodist Church. It is made of Bronze and designed so that 
bolts in the back of the marker can be embedded in the tombstone. 

A number of annual conference committees have expressed an interest 
in securing the markers for  use in connection with their annual memorial 
service. 

The marker can be ordered from the Coinmission on Archives and 
Histoly, P. 0. Box 488, Lake Junaluska, North Carolina 28745. The 
price is $20 for one marker, or $15 each in lots of five. 




