
Notes and Quotes 

John Wesley and Robert Hall Junior 
The following unpublished letter of John Wesley has turned up 

at the British Museum, London. It is in a collection of items pre- 
sented to the Museum by the Rev. W. B. Sandberg. 

Dublin 
July 7 1789 

My Dear Brother, 
I am not as a reed shaken by the Wind. My Yea is yea and my 

nay is nay. I have been firm to the Church from my youth up: And 
so I shall be, till my spirit returns to God. If Thomas Hanby is 
otherwise minded, I am sorry for it. I am 

Your Affectionate Brother, 
J. Wesley 

[To Robert Hall Jun.] 
(B.M. Add Ms. 48590) 

Notes 
1. Little is known about Robert Hall Junior, apart from the fact 
that he was a Methodist layman in Nottingham. Two other letters 
to him are printed in the Standard Edition of the Letters of John 
Wesley. The first, dated 29 December 1782 (Letters, VII, 156) shows 
that he was involved in the building of the new chapel at Hockley, 
Nottingham, which replaced the octagonal Tabernacle. "The Con- 
ference," wrote Wesley, "gives nothing towards building houses 
[i.e. chapels]. But they may give you more circuits to beg in . . . 9 2  

(The Minutes of that year's Conference had given the instruction, 
"Let none collect for any house, but the Itinerant Preachers," and 
added the advice that they should "settle the house, without med- 
dling with lawyers.") Hockley Chapel was to have an interesting, 
though checkered, history. It was opened on 4 April 1783 by Wesley 
and Coke; became a center of the agitation which led to the first 
Methodist secession in 1797; passed into the hands of the Methodist 
New Connexion, with no less a person than Alexander Kilham as its 
first minister; was regained by the Wesleyans in 1817 as a result 
of legal proceedings, and finally was sold to the Primitive Methodists 
in 1839. 

The second of Wesley's letters to Hall is dated 6 September 1783 
and is addressed to him "At Mr. Math. Bagshaw's, In Nottingham" 
(Letters, VII, 189). It speaks rather critically of two of the itinerant 
preachers, John Hampson Junior and William Myles, appointed to 
the Nottingham Circuit by the recent Conference. From this and the 
letter printed above, it is clear that Hall was one of those to whom 
Wesley was prepared to open his mind quite frankly on matters con- 
cerning the preachers. 



88 METHODIST HISTORY 

One other reference shows Hall appareiltly settled near Notting- 
ham in 1786. Wesley's Diary for Saturday, 8 July that year, reads: 
"1 [p.m.] at brother Hall's, conversed, dinner, prayer . . . " (Journal 
of John  Wesley, Standard Edition, VII, 186) 2. Thomas Hanb y: VJes- 
ley followed up his ordination of Thomas Coke and the two other 
preachers for America by ordaining Thomas Ilanby for work in 

. Scotland in 1785. Brougl~t back to the English work, he was forbid- 
den to administer the sacraments, but incurred Wesley's displeasure 
in the early months of 1789 by doing what he felt to be his duty 
in the matter. Hanby was at this time stationed at Grantham, not 
very far from Nottingham, and it was this which gave rise to the 
reference to Hanby in Wesley's letter printed above. (Cf. letter to  
Peard Dickinson, in Letters of John  Wesley, VIII, 128f, 279.) He 
survived Wesley's displeasure, became the fourth President of the 
Methodist Conference in 1794, and when he died in 1796 was de- 
scribed as "the oldest travelling preacher in the Methodist Con- 
nexion, having regularly travelled 44 years." (Minutes, 1797) Hanby 
was not alone in feeling that during his closing years Wesley's words 
and actions did not always agree. 

-John A. Vickers, Manuscript Journal Secretary 
Wesley Historical Society 
Bognor Regis, Sussex, England 

A Footnote to Black Methodist History- 
The Death of Black Harry Hosier 

It is a common assumption of form-tradition criticism that oral 
tradition in its transmittal is subject to  fancy and working iinagina- 
tion in elements of detail. In particular, there is a definite tendency 
to make clear and more precise vague details. An example of this 
has recently come to light concerning the death date of "Blacli 
Harry" Hosier, the black preacher who on occasioll traveled with 
Asbury. Soon after Harry's death many of the details of his life 
were quickly lost to history, and when historians of the ilest 
generation prepared to write it down, they used whatever oral tre- 
dition was available. Writing in 1859, John Lednuln in his ilisfol.!] 
of the Rise of Metlzodisnz, in America  says, "About the year IS10 
Ilarry h ished  his course." (page 282) Abel Stevens, in his i-Jisiory 

rr the Metkodist Episcopal Church, follows suit. (Vol. 11, p. 1 . r ~ )  B~it 
this vagueness could not stand, and in 1865 Ilenry Boeh111 stntcs 

; t flatly that Ilarry . . . . died in peace in Philadelphia in SSSO." T1111s 
a vague idea becomes a fact of history to be repeat.cd by later gcn- 
eraiions, the latest repetition possibly being the fooIl~oic  on TT;n-la!. 
in the Journal of Francis Asb?c?*y (1 958 ed.) , "I-Ic died in 1'11i1;:- 
dclphia in 1810, ancl was l~ul-iccl in I<cnsi~~yi.o~~." =I (Vol. I, 1,. 4 l : i i ~ \  
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Recently, however, an account of Harry's funeral came to light in 
the Journal of William Colbert. The date is May 18, 1806: 

I this morning preached at Kensington from 1 Thes. 5 ch 19th v. 
and in the afternoon heard Christopher Atkinson a black man preach 
the funeral of Henry Hosure another Black man, from Tim. 2d 4 ch 
7, 8th. He was very broken but he made out better than I expected. 
Jeffry Budd spoke after him, and he spoke well-the people were 
affected. We drank tea at Soloman Wieats, prayd in the family and 
returned home. 

J .  Gordon Melton 
Garrett School of Theology 



News in Brief 

Registered Historic Sites 
The Commission on Archives and History has produced a cast 

aluminum marker in gold and blue to  identify Registered Historic 
Sites of the denomination. An annual or jurisdictional conference 
is authorized to declare a location as one of its historic sites. It may 
register this with the Commission by filling out the necessary ques- 
tionnaire and submitting ten dollars. A marker will then be sent for 
installation at the site. On the inside back cover of this issue is given 
the names of those Historic Sites which have already been registered. 

Boardman-Pilmore Bicentennial 
Final plans have been prepared for an outstanding bicentennial 

observance of the arrival of Joseph Pilrnore and Richard Boardman 
as missionaries from Wesley to the United States. The New Jersey 
conferences have joined efforts to provide an unusual program. 
The Bicentennial Dinner will be at the Holly House on Route 130 and 
Browning Road in Pennsauken Township, Friday, October 24 at 
7: 00 p.m. with Bishop Prince A. Taylor, Jr. presiding. This site is 
close to the traffic circle on the Admiral Wilson Boulevard, which 
proceeds east from the Benjamin Franklin Bridge between Phila- 
delphia and Camden, New Jersey. Although 1,200 persons can be 
accommodated for the banquet, reservations at $3.50 per plate are 
to be made before October 20, with Mr. W. Ronald Beppler, 2326 
Corbett Road, Pennsauken, New Jersey 08109. Dr. Frank Bateman 
Stanger will speak, the first published edition of Pilmore's Jourltal 
will be released, and a twenty-minute pageant, "Appointment to  
America," will be presented under the direction of Ruth Strahan. 

At Gloucester Point Park in Gloucester City, New Jersey, just 
below Camden on the Delaware River, near the New Jersey ap- 
proaches to the Walt Whitman Bridge, a monument will be dedi- 
cated October 25, 1969, at 1:30 p.m., commemorating the landing of 
the two missionaries. 

Guests who may need lodgings may contact Dr. J. Hilhnan Coffee, 
201 Virginia Avenue, Westmont, New Jersey 08108 for reserva- 
tions. Those who wish also to participate with members of the Nort,h- 
eastern Jurisdiction Commission on Archives and History session 
Saturday morning in their planned tour and luncheon may prefer 
having lodgings provided at the Holiday Inn, Gloucester, Ne\\ 
Jersey. In that case reservations ought to be sent to  Dr. F. Elwood 
Perkins, 36 W. Maple Avenue, Merchantville, New Jersey OS109. 

The Rhinebeck Church, Rl~inebeclr, New Yorlr, rccenilg 11cld :? 

Garrettson Day at which time a historic marlccl- vras ~111vcilcC1. T l l ~  
90 
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graves of the Rev. Freeborn Garrettson and his wife Catherine are 
located in the adjacent cemetery. This has been identified as a his- 
toric site by the Northeastern Jurisdiction of The United Methodist 
Church. Dr. Robert Bull, professor of church history, Drew Theo- 
logical Seminary, and foremost Garrettson scholar, was speaker for 
the occasion. * ::I: * :t: * 

Dr. R. Coke Wood, Archivist for the Western Jurisdiction Com- 
mission on Archives and History, was elected "Mr. California" by 
the state legislature recently in acknowledgment of his historical 
interests. He has become the second recipient of this title. Dr. Rock- 
well D. Hunt, former dean of the Graduate Scl~ool, University of 
Southern California and late historian of the University of the Pa- 
cific, had previously been a recipient of this honor. 

: * *  
Readers of Methodist  History may wish to note that the 200th 

' anniversary of the death of George Whitefield will occur next year, 
September 30, 1970. * * * * *  

Additional copies of this number of Methodist History are avail- 
able at a cost of $1.50 each. Libraries and individuals may wish to 
have extra copies of the valuable information contained in the two 
charts on annual conferences. (Cost of $1.00 to subscribers only.) 

* * *  
The Corinne Church at Corinne, Utah, north of Brigham City, 

is the oldest extant Protestant church building in Utah, having been 
erected in 1870. Although there is no congregation at the present 
time, the building is being restored as a historical building and in 
the autumn the Rocky Mountain Conference Commission on Ar- 
chives and History will hold a service of dedication and a plaque 
will be unveiled telling about its early history. The Presbyterian 
work also had its beginning in Corinne and that body has requested 
and received permission to erect a plaque at the church commemorat- 
ing the beginning of Presbyterian work in Utah. Corinne was the 
original Gentile town in Utah, having been a railroad community. 

* * * * *  
The New York Conference Commission on Archives and History 

has published a brief biography of Maggie Newton Van Cott, the 
first woman to be licensed as a local preacher in the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. It is hoped that this will be the first in a series of 
pamphlets to be issued annually by the New York Conference Com- 
mission. Copies may be ordered from The Commission on Archives 
and History, 210 Boston Post Road, Rye, New York 10580. 



Historic Anniversaries 

Church Centennials 
Eelmont Church, Belmont, Ohio, North-East Ohio Conference 
Broad Strect Church, Trenton, New Jersey, Southern New Jersey 

Conf erence 
Central Pennsylvania Annual. Conference 
Chestnut Street Church, Gardner, Massachusetts, New England 

ConIerence 
El Dorado C J ~ U I . C ~ ,  El Dorado, Kansas, Central Kansas Conference 
First Church, El Dorado, Kansas, Kansas West Conference 
Frankfort CJ~urch, Franlcfort, Kansas, ICansas East Conference 
Grace Church, Kecne, New I-It~mpshire, New I-Iampshire Conference 
Jaclcson Church, Jaclrson, Minnesota, Minnesota Conference 
Lafayetfie Chul0ch, San Francjsco, California, California-Nevada 

Conference 
Massena Church, Massena, Ncw Yorlc, Northern New Yorlr Confer- 

ence 
North Mississippi Annual Conlerence 
St. James Churcl~,  St. James, Mimlcsota, Minnesota Conference 
White Sulpl~ur Sprinqs ,. Cl~urch, White Sulpl~ur  Springs, New Yorlr, 

New Yorlc con-fercnce 
Zion Church, Cosby, Missouri, Missouri West Conference 

125 th Anniversary 

Barrc Church, Bnl-rc, Massnchusctis, New England Confcrcncc 
Cciltral Cl~urch, Oslraloosa, Iowa, Soul11 Iowa ConIcrci~ce 

150th Anniversary 

First Cllurch, Au11ul.n~ New Yorlc, Ccnt1:al New Yorlr Confel:encc 

200th Anniversary 

St. George's Churc11, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Pl~i lad  clp11in Con- 
Ecrcncc 




