
MOTES AND QUOTES 
A John Wesley Letter of 1789 

In 1967 Herbert H. Rawnsley of Washington, Pennsylvania, lo- 
cated an original letter written by John Wesley from Dublin, July 
9 1789, to Henry Moore in London. This letter is not included in 
Letters of John Wesley, Vol. 8, 1787-1791. 

It is apparently one of a series written from the Dublin Conference 
in 1789. The printed volume lists seven from June 28 to July 6: there 
is one on July 1 to Henry Moore. Wesley wrote to Moore again on 
July 14, from Chester, England. In all, six letters to Moore are in the 
printed volume for 1789. 

This letter is concerned with John Atlay, who had been in the 
Book-Room and was being replaced by George Whitfield. Atlay said 
he would not leave the Book-Room unless he was given preachers 
for  Dewsbury, and Wesley had written to him on September 24, 
1788. Or July 17, 1789 Wesley wrote Moore from Manchester and 
told him not to leave London for the Leeds Conference on July 28, if 
Atlay remained in the city. 

At the top of the letter, in another hand, is written, "Jul. 23 Ansd. 
by Mr. Moore." On the back of the letter sheet (approximately 20 
cm x 17 cm) is written "Dublin Jul  9, '89. About Mr. Atlay's visit 
to London." The letter was enclosed in an envelope on which was 
written: "An original letter of the Rev. John Wesley written at 
Dublin to the Rev. Henry Moore, a friend of my husband. FMS" 

Dublin, July 9, 1789 
My Dear Brother, 

A few of our small Friends continue to scream "Fire Fire The Church is in 
danger!" And thereby so fright those that listen to them out of their senses. 
But still the work of God goes on. He will work. And who shall hinder him? 
So the firmness (?) of man turns to his friends. 

Your wife and all of you will now have need to exert all your care and 
diligence that John Atlay may not attain his hope of poisoning the mind of 
the people. Especially if the Wisdom from beneath should incite him to stay in 
town while we are at the Conference. For you may be sure he would improve 
that opportunity of doing all the mischief he can. If he should take this step, 
consider in time what measures are to be taken. And I think the Wisdom of 
God after all will be found greater than that of Hell. 

It is a good Providence that Dr. Coke is prevented from coming into Ireland 
this year. It is his unsettling the minds of the people, concerning the church, 
which has occasioned all this turmoil. But I hope 'tis now nearly at an end. 
Only we have lost a few worthy members. Peace be with you and yours, I am 

Your affectionate Friend and Brother, 
J. Wesley 
-Raymond M. Bell 

Washington and Jefferson College 
Washington, Pennsylvania 

Richard M. Wilson, president of the Northern New York Confer- 
' ence Historical Society, has reported that while doing research intfo 
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the life of the Rev. Timothy Dewey, a circuit rider in northern New 
York about 1800, he found a listing of the ten children of this Meth- 
odist minister. They were named: 

Anna Diadama 
Philander Seabury 
Franklin Jefferson 
Armenius Philadelphus 
Almira Melpomena 
Marcus Bonaparte 
Pleiades Arastarcus 
Victor Mellenus 
Octavia Ammonia 
Encyclopedia Britannica 

-Together News Edition, Syracuse Area 
Vol. 13, No. 5, May, 1969 



NEWS IN BRIEF 

General Commission on Archives and History 

The Commission on Archives and History held its annual meeting 
at First United Methodist Church, Little Rock, Arkansas, April 
22-24, 1969. Dr. Robert E. L. Bearden, member of the Commission 
and pastor of First Church, was host for the meeting. This was the 
first time in the memory of those present that a general agency of the 
church had met in the State of Arkansas. The cordial welcome and 
hospitality of Little Rock United Methodists were evident throughout 
the meeting. A tour of the Old State House and a visit to the Ar- 
kansas State Archives proved to be exceptionally interesting. A 
banquet on the evening of April 23 was attended by a number of 
interested persons from Little Rock and nearby areas. Various ac- 
tions taken by the Commission which are of general interest are 
reported under separate headings in these news notes. 

Location af Archives and History Center 

The Commission adopted in full the report of its Committee on 
Archives with regard to the proposed stages to be considered in 
deciding on a location or the Archives and History Center. The Com- 
mission is anxious to secure the best possible location and to this end 
invites nominations which will be considered carefully and im- 
partially. A questionnaire has been prepared which seeks to secure 
a summary of the criteria to be considered as they apply in each 

, - local situation. These include such factors as costs, population, ac- 
cessibility to users, and nearness of other cultural and research 
facilities. Every Annual Conference Commission on Archives and 
History has been notified of the availability of these questionnaires 
so that interested persons may prepare applications for considera- 

I tion of their area. 

Historic Shrines and Landmarks 

The 1968 Uniting General Conference did not take action on certain 
resolutions approved by the joint meeting of the Association of 
Methodist Historical Societies and The Historical Society of The 
Evangelical United Brethren Church in March, 1968, with regard to 
naming historic shrines and landmarks. These recornmendations were 
restudied and the Commission voted to send resolutions to the 1970 
General Conference recommending that Whitaker's Chapel, a former 
Methodist Protestant historic site in North Carolina, be named a 
national historic United Methodist shrine, and that the sites of 
McMahan Chapel in Texas, the Brooklyn Hospital in New York 
City, and the Lovely Lane Chapel in Baltimore be named national 
historic United Methodist landmarks. 
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Methodist Union Catalog 
The Commission on Archives and History, in its annual meeting, 

heard a report from its Committee on the Methodist Union Catalog 
which surveyed accomplishments to date and outlined the Com- 
mittee's objectives in continuing the project. These objectives include 
another edition of the preliminary work to which additions are to 
be made and an index provided and the development of an actual 
physical Union Card Catalog. Arrangements have been made to 
house the Union Card Catalog in the Rose Memorial Library at Drew - 
University, and the work 0% the second checking edition of the 
printed Catalog will be coordinated there under the direction of 
Arthur E. Jones, Jr. All additional cards and inquiries should be 
addressed to Editor, Methodist Union Catalog, Drew University Li- 
brary, Madison, New Jersey 07940. 

Awards Program of the Commission 
The awards program of the Commission on Archives and History 

was again enlarged when the Commission, at its annual meeting, 
approved the plan to present an annual award for essays on Negro 
church history. This will be known as the Sarah Dickey Award and 
the initial contribution making the award possible has come from 
Miss Helen Griffith, a former English teacher at Mt. Holyoke College 
in Massachusetts. Regulations governing the award will be published 
in the near future. 

Seminary Award. The first prize of $200 went to Mr. Richard Gist 
of United Theological seminary, Dayton, Ohio, for his paper, "The 
History of the United Brethren in Christ in Minnesota. 1854-1951." - 

A second prize of $100 was not awarded this year. 
Jesse Lee Prize. After careful study of the manuscripts entered for 

the Jesse Lee Prize this year, the Awards Committee concluded that 
none was sufficient for an award this time. In order to be considered 
by the judges for the next Jesse Lee Prize, manuscripts must be in 
the office of the Commission on Archives and History. Lake Juna- - ,  

luska, North Carolina, not later than October 1, 1970. 
Inquiries about any phase of the awards program should be ad- 

dressed to the Commission offices. 

Commission Adopts By-Laws 
The Commission on Archives and History has adopted By-Laws in 

an effort to provide working rules beyond those that are properly 
covered in the Discipline. A special legislative committee appointed 
by Bishop Roy H. Short, President of the Commission, prepared the 
document for presentation to the Commission. The committee is com- 
posed of Ernest R. Case, Edwin A. Schell, and Lester A. Welliver. 

Jurisdictional Commissions 
North Central 

The North Central Jurisdiction Commission on Archives and 
History will hold its annual meeting at North Dakota Junior College, 
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~ ismarck ,  North Dakota, July 8-10. Miss Eleanore Cammack will 
lead a workshop on cataloging for the benefit of persons charged with 
library responsibility at the regional and annual conference levels. 
W. D. Archibald will present a study on abandoned churches. 

The organizational meeting for the Northeastern Jurisdiction 
Commission on Archives and History was held May 1, 1969, in 
Philadelphia, with Bishop Wertz as convenor. A rer~ort from that 
meeting was not available when this copy went to tLe printer. The 
Boardman-Pilmore Bicentennial is covered in more detail in another 
section of these notes. Various annual conference histories are in 
the process of being planned or written, and further details will be 
given when these volumes are published and available. 

Sou th  Central 
The South Central Jurisdiction Commission on Archives and His- 

tory held its organizational meeting in September, 1968, and is now 
recognized by the South Central Jurisdiction. It has received an ap- 
propriation for the quadrennium and is undertaking a publication 
venture as its first major project. This will be a brief history of 
the South Central Jurisdiction with Theodore Agnew assigned to 
write it. The Commission has also begun the publication of a periodic 
newsletter on historical matters. 

Southeastern 
The annual meeting of the Southeastern Jurisdiction Commission 

on Archives and 13istory will be held July 8-10, 1969, at Louisburg 
, - College in North Carolina. Parts of the program are scheduled to be 

held at the Green Hill House, a national historic United Methodist 
shrine, and Whitaker's Chapel, which has been recommended for 
recognition as a historic shrine. 

Wes tern  Jurisdiction 
The Western Jurisdiction Commission on Archives and History 

held its annual meeting at Willamette University, Salem, Oregon, 
May 27-28, 1969. No report was available at the time this issue went 
to press. An effort is being exerted to issue a newsletter, "Wesley 
Rides West," with the Rev. Don M. Chase. Colfax. California as its 
editor. ~om'e  experimentation will be takiAg place'within the Juris- 
diction in trying to develop interest in Methodist historical matters. 

Anniversary of Board of Missions 

- The date April 5, 1969 was recently recognized as the anniversaxy 
day commemorating 150 years of an organized missionary movement 
in the church. It was on that day in 1819 that the Missionary Society 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church was organized. This was the fore- 
runner body of the present Board of Missions ,of The United Meth- 
odist Church. A statement was released on that date in 1969 by 
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Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke, President, and Tracey K. Jones, Jr., General 
Secretary, of the Board of Missions, which appeared as follows: 

April 5, 1819, is a date that bears significance for all members of The 
United Methodist Church. Especially is this true in the year 1969, which is 150 
years later, and almost one year after two great churches, the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church and The Methodist Church, consummated a union 
born of concern for mission, renewal and unity. 

The significance of the date lies in the fact that on April 5, 1819, the Mis- 
sionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church was formed. It was the 
beginning of a movement that together with the missionary concern of the 
Evangelicals and the United Brethren in Christ, is today caught up in the 
Board of Missions of The United Methodist Church. The outreach of this 
Board touches virtually every corner in the United States and reaches around 
the globe in working relationships with churches in 54 nations. 

For all that has been accomplished over the last 150 years in proclamation, 
witness and service, we the spiritual heirs of missionary pioneers offer heart- 
felt thanks to God. Especially do we give thanks for the missionary martyrs 
and circuit riders who died on foreign shores and on our own frontiers. We 
also give thanks for the modern martyrs who continue to expend themselves 
for the sake of God and their fellow men. These men and women, along 
with those who have supported them, exemplify the missionary vision of 
Wesley and Asbury, of Otterbein and Albright-the vision of the warm heart, 
the enlightened mind, the disciplined life and the world parish. 

So we-look back over 150 years with gratitude to God for what He has been 
able to do with our forefathers; but on the occasion of an anniversary we 
also look forward with anticipation to what lies ahead for United Methodists 
in mission. Just as our forefathers faced and met changing missionary needs, 
so we must face the issues and the needs that we find in mission today. 

These issues and needs are different from those 150 years ago, of 100, 50, 
25 or even 5 years ago. This puts a premium on flexibility and mobility in 
mission. It means that while we are grateful for the past and want to learn 
from it, we cannot be bound by it. We must be oriented to the future, open 
to and seeking creative change. The issues must be those of today and to- 
morrow; for now, these issues involve justice, dignity, full humanity and the 
need for social change. Look at the problems which torment us: 

The feeling of purposelessness and meaninglessness that permeates so many 
lives on every continent; the sense of frustration between alienated neigh- 
bors on issues of race; the fact that the student rebellion and revolt of youth 
is universal; the growing fear that the gulf between the rich and the poor 
will lead to more violence in the nation and around the world. 

The future calls for a spirit of openness, a sensitivity to human values, a 
concern to transform both persons and the political systems in which they 
live, and a willingness on the part of United Methodists to be themselves 
reformed, renewed and ready to risk controversy that the reconciling mission 
of Jesus Christ might move forward. 

We call on all United Methodists to join with the Board of Managers of the 
Board of Missions, the missionaries and the staff to respond to God's call to be 
as faithful to what is required of us today as were our forefathers faithful 
to God's call in their time. 

Where Is the Film? 
In 1919 a centenary observance was held in Columbus, Ohio in 

recognition of the founding of the Missionary Society of the Meth- 
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~ d i s t  Episcopal Church. A film was made of the celebration by either 
D. W. Griffith or one of his associates. It was entitled "The World at 
Columbus." MI.-. Griffith gave the film to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in memory of his mother. Does any reader have knowledge 
of the existence of this film? Extensive search has been made for  it 
without success. Please contact the editor accordingly. 

Boardman-Pilmore Bicentennial 

Further details of the Joseph Pilrnore-Richard Boardman Bicen- 
tennial, planned by the New Jersey Area conferences, have been 
announced. The Bicentennial Dinner at the Holly House in Penn- 
sauken Township (directions will be given in the October issue) , 
Friday, October 24,1969, at 7: 00 p.m., will have Bishop Prince Albert 
Taylor presiding. An address by Frank Bateman Stanger will be 
followed by a twenty-minute pageant entitled "Appointment to 
America," directed by Mrs. Ruth Strahan. The published edition of 
the Pilmore J o u ~ n a l  will be released. Accommodations are available 
for 1,200 guests. Reservations are to be sent to Mr. W. Ronald 
Beppler, 2326 Corbett Road, Pennsaulren, New Jersey, 08109, prior 
to October 20,1969. The cost will be $3.50 per plate. 

At Gloucester Point, Gloucester City, New Jersey, just below 
Camden on the Delaware River, a monument will be unveiled with 
appropriate services the following day, Saturday afternoon, October 
25. The inscription on the monument will read as follows: 

THIS MONUMENT 
COMNIEMORATES THE LANDING HERE 

October 21, 1769 
/ of 

JOSEPH PILMORE & RICHARD BOARDMAN 
First Methodist Preachers Appointed to America by 

THE REV. JOHN WESLEY 
Erected by the New Jersey Area of 

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
PRINCE ALBERT TAYLOR, JR., RESIDENT BISHOP 

October 25, 1969 - \ 

The Northeastern Jurisdiction Commission on Archives and His- 
tory has coordinated its 1969 program t o  participate in these bicen- 
tennial festivities. A two-day meeting, October 24-25, will be planned 
with the Holiday Inn, Gloucester City, New Jersey, as its head- 
quarters. Interested persons may contact Dr. J. Hillman Coffee, 201 
Virginia Avenue, Westmont, New Jersey 08108, for motel reserva- 
tions. 

Annual Conference News 
I 
I The Florida Conference has 'ecently released a new history en- 
titled "Saddlebags to Satellites." Order directly from t l ~ e  conference 

1 office. 
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The first issue of the Central Illinois Historical Messenger was re- 
leased January 1969. It will be issued quarterly and 

- 

contain four 
publication pages. Richard D. Leonard is the editor. It is available 
at one dollar annually by contacting the Rev. Robert Brandstatter, 
201 Everett St., East Peoria, 111. 61611. 

The Minnesota Conference Comimission on Archives and History 
presented a list of twelve considerations in a recent newsletter as an 
outline of their proposed working program. It is similar t o  the fa- 
miliar "Job Analysis" prepared for a professional worker. 

Dr. Gordon P. Baker, former Tidings editor, has been named 
the general editor to prepare a history i f  the ~a l t imore  Conference, 
which will also include the former Washington Conference. 

Michigan Conference (EUB) has completed a supplemental history 
as Vol. I11 of the Michigan Conference histories. It consists of 108 
pages and was prepared by W. H. Watson, author of the two previous 
volumes. A limited supply of Vol. I1 at $3.50 and Vol. I11 at $2.00 may 
be purchased from W. P. Peck, 5435 S. Pennsylvania Avenue, Lan- 
sing, Michigan 48910. 

Four annual conferences have ordered gravemarkers to present to 
the family of a deceased minister during the Memorial Service of 
annual conference. (See inside back cover for further details of the 
gravemarker.) 

The annual meeting of the Baltimore Conference Commission on 
Archives and History on May 24 featured a historical tour. Bishop 
Nolan B. Harmon served as commentator as historic Methodist 
churches and sites in Anne Arundel County were visited. Following 
the tour the annual banquet meeting was held at Brooklyn Heights 
Church and Bishop Harmon spoke on "The Encyclopedia of World 
Methodism." The Bisho~  returned to Baltimore in celebration of his 
fiftieth anniversary in {he Methodist ministry, which he entered in 
the Baltimore Conference following service as a chaplain in World 
War I. 

Mews of Local Churches 
As a part of its centennial observance First Church, San Diego, 

California, published a history entitled Lnl2clrnm.k of a Centul-y, 
which may be ordered from the church office. A total of 122 new 
members were received during the centennial anniversary month. 

Metropolitan Church, Washington, D. C. presented a half-hour 
television documentary tracing the one hundred years in the life and 
history of its congregation. A-series of four different historical ex- 
hibits are being developed for display on the basis of one every t h e e  
months. In November a centennial pageant will be presented. His- 
toric memorabilia of Metropolitan Church and University  height.^ 

- 

Church, which merged with Metropolitan in 1930, is beilig sought. 
Contact Mr. L. I. McDougle, 4701 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 20008 about-the same or  to order a copy of "The Living 
Centennial," history written by Mrs. Lillian Brown of American 
University, which sells at $5.50 per copy. 

The bicentennial observance of the dedication of St. George's 
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Church, Philadelphia, Pelmsylvania, and the St. George's Award 
Dinner dates have been changed from those listed in the April 1969 
issue of Methodist History. The present dates are October 5, 1969 
for the Bicentennial Anniversary and October 6, 1969 for the St. 
George's Award Dinner. 

The Local Committee is planning a Heritage Night service for the 
opening of the 1970 General Conference in Baltimore, Maryland. It 
will be scheduled Sunday, April 19, 1970. A historical pageant is 
being prepared that will tell the story of the early years of the 
church. The suggested title will be "Saddlebag to Satellite.'' Both 
the Old Otterbein Church and Lovely Lane Church in Baltimore " 

will be observing their 200th anniversaries in 1971. 

Hartley Victoria College, Manchester, England, has recently issued 
an attractive plate known as the John Wesley Plaque. It is a full 
color plate made of excellent Staffordshire pottery and reproduces 
the Jaclrson engraving of John Wesley. The Commission has obtained 
a limited quantity of these which are available at $3.00 each, post- 
paid. 

An Archivist-Historians Workshop will be scheduled for November 
1969 at St. Louis, Missouri, sponsored by the Concordia Historical 
Institute of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Svnod. An invitation 

- has been received for United Methodist regional archivists and/or 
historians to enroll. For further information please write Dr. August 
Suelflow, Director, Concordia Historical Institute, 801 DeMun Ave- 
nue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105. 

A request was received from Mrs. Nancy van Vuuren, History 
Dept., University of Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15213, 
requesting information of METHODIST HISTORY readers con- 
cerning the attitudes of Methodist and Anglican churches of Great 
Britain and South Africa toward the trade union movement be- 
tween 1914 and 1968. If you know of actions or statements made by 
these churches, members of the clergy, or  laity with regard to the 
General Strike (1926), World War I1 Strikes, London Busmen's 
Strike (1958), and Communists in Trade Unions in Great Britain or 
the Rand Strike (1922), African Miners' Strikes (1946), Banning 
of Trade Union Leaders (1950's and 1960's), and Communists in 
Trade Unions for  South Africa, please contact her directly. 



HISTORIC ANNIVERSARIES 

Church Centennials 

Biggsville Church, Biggsville, Illinois, Central Illinois Conference 
Bridgeport Church, Bridgeport, New York, Central New York Con- 

ference 
Buff a10 Church, Buffalo, Illinois, Central Illinois Conference 
Ceres Church, California, California-Nevada Conference 
Colfax Church, California, California-Nevada Conference 
First Church, San Diego, California, Southern California-Arizona 

Conference 
Fleming Street Church, Key West, Florida, Florida Conference 
Houstonia Church, Houstonia, Missouri, Missouri West Conference 
Mauldin Church, Mauldin, South Carolina, South Carolina (1785) 

Conference 
New Hope Church, Springfield District, Southern Illinois Conference 
St. Paul's Church, Monroe, Michigan, Detroit Conference 
South Park Church, Hartford, Connecticut, New York Conference 

Sesquicentennials 
Athens Church, Athens, Illinois, Central Illinois Conference 
Board of Missions, The United Methodist Church 
Carthage Church, Carthage, New Yo,rk, Northern New York Con- 

#l 

Terence 
Chardon Church, Chardon, Ohio, Northeast Ohio Conference 
Columbia Church, Columbia, Ohio, Northeast Ohio Conference 

175th Anniversary 
Zoar Church, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Philadelphia Conference 

Miscellaneous Centennials 
The Central New York Conference is observing its centennial year. 
The Central Pennsylvania Conference is also in its centennial year 

and plans to issue a conference history, which is being edited by 
Frederick E. Maser. 

The Preachers Aid Society, Central Illinois Conference, will mark 
its centennial at this conference session. A fine historical booklet 
has been issued by the society. 

Women's Division, Board of Missions-Woman's Foreign Missionaly 
Society, Methodist Episcopal Church, was organized in March, 
1869 in the Tremont Street Church, Boston, Massachusetts. A four- 
day observance was officially sponsored by the Northeastern Juris- 
diction Women's Society of Christian Service and Wesleyan Sew- 
ice Guild. 




