
News in Brief 
Commission on Archives and History 

The Commission on Archives and History, successor to the As- 
sociation of Methodist Historical Societies of The Methodist Church 
and the Historical Society of The Evangelical United Brethren 
Church, held its first meeting at Lake Junaluska, August 6-7. As- 
signed by the Council of Bishops to convene the organization meet- 
ing of the Commission, Bishop Paul Hardin, Jr., Columbia, S. C., 
was in the chair. 

T l ~ e  first order of business was the election of a President.   is hop 
Roy H. Short, Louisville, Ky., was chosen for the post. Bishop 
Hardin then retired, and with President Short in the chair, the 
Commission proceeded to complete its organization. 

Other officers elected were: Vice-President, Ernest R. Case; Re- 
cording Secretary, Donald K. GorreU; Treasurer, Charles B. Way. 

Two staff members were elected: Executive Secretary and 
Archivist, John H. Ness, Jr.; Editorial Assistant, Mrs. R. G. Queen, 
Jr . 

The Commission elected Standing Committees as follows: 
Executive Committee: The President, Vice-President, Recording 

Secretary, Treasurer, and Edwin Schell and R. E. L. Bearden. 
Finance Committee: Ewing T. Wayland, Harold H. Hughes, 

Charles B. Way, Warren M. Jenkins, Cawley Stine. 
Committee on Archives: Elizabeth Hughey, Homer L. Calkin, 

Lawrence Sherwood, Frank Baker, Arthur C. Core. 
Committee on Historical Shrines and Landmarks: Leland D. 

Case, Robert J. Bull, Frederick A. Norwood, John W. Harbour, T. 
Harold Crowder, William C. Beal, Jr., Nyle Miller. 

Awards Committee: Frederick A. Norwood, Harvey H. Potthoff, 
Robert J. Bull, Bishop William R. Cannon, Don W. Halter, K. James 
Stein. 

Committee on Union Card Catalog: Elizabeth Hughey, Frank 
Baker, Ben F. Wade, Arthur E. Jones, Brooks B. Little (Jones and 
Little are representatives from the Methodist Librarians' Fellow- 
ship). 

Nominating Committee: The Presidents of the Five Jurisdictional 
Commissions, the President, and the Recording Secretary. 

Editorial Board of Encyclopedia of World Methodism: Albea 
Godbold, Chairman; Bishop Nolan B. Harmon, Editor; Frank Baker, 
Robert J. Bull, Frederick E. Maser, John H. Ness, Jr., Frederick A. 
Norwood. Consultants to the Editorial Board: Bruce C. Souders, 
Maldwyn Edwards. (Note: Since the Encyclope&a is a joint under- 
taking of the World Methodist Council and the Co-ission, the 
Council at its meeting in Helsinki, Finland, in September, will name 
such persons as it desires to represent it 011 the Editorial Board). 

Other elections: 
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Executive Secretary Emeritus and Honorary Member of the Com- 
mission: Albea Godbold. 

Consultant to the Commission: Frank Baker. 

Honoring Anna Jackson Kunkel 
A copy of the Methodist Magazine for June, 1798 has been given 

to the Library of the Commission on Archives and History in honor 
of Mrs. Anna Jackson Kunkel, St. Joseph, Missouri. 

Mrs. Kunkel, now 93 years of age, is the great granddaughter of 
Timothy Dewey (1771-1850), a Methodist preacher and physician 
who served in Vermont and who was associated for a time with the 
famous Lorenzo Dow. Dewey was a direct descendant of Thomas 
Dewey who emigrated from England to Connecticut in 1630. 

Timothy Dewey subscribed to the Methodist Magazine which was 
published in Philadelphia by John Dickens. Through the years 
Dewey's family carefully preserved copies of the twelve issues of 
the magazine for the year 1798. Mrs. Kunkel has been the custodian 
of the twelve copies during her lifetime. She has given one copy to 
each of her eight children with instructions that it be handed down 
to the eldest child in each succeeding generation. 

Mrs. Kunkel's children have generously placed a copy of the 
Methodist Magazine for June, 1798 in the library at Lake Junaluska 
in her honor. 

The Commission on Archives and History is very glad to haye 
this rare volume in its library, and it expresses gratitude to Mrs. 
Kunkel and her children for the gift. 

Mrs. Kunkel's eight children are: Nellie Kunkel Peters and 
Harold F. Kunkel, St. Joseph, Mo.; Mark C. Kunkel, Savannah, Mo.; 
Mildred Kunlcel Boswell, deceased; Raymond J. Kunkel, Graham 9 

Mo.; Carl M. Kunkel, New Point, Mo.; E. Hugh Kunkel, Porter, 
Ind.; and Florence Kunkel Capps, El Paso, Texas. 

Grave Marker for Methodist Ministers 
The Commission on Archives and History voted that the grave 

marker for Methodist ministers described in the July issue of this 
magazine be fabricated and that it be sold from the office at Lake 
Junaluska. Unfortunately we are not yet ready to announce the 
retail price of the marker or to fill orders for it. 

As previously announced, effective October 1, 1968, the subscrip- 
tion price for Methodist History is $5.00 per year, or two years for  
$8.00. A representative of The Methodist Publishing House says 
that the cost of printing has risen thirty-five per cent in the last 
three years. Since our old subscription rate did not yield enough to 
cover the cost of printing the magazine, the increase indicated above 
seems necessary. 

* * * : 1 : *  
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The first printing of Forever Beginning 1766-1966, the 254-page 
volume containing the nineteen historical papers read at the Cele- 
bration of the Bicentennial of American Methodism in Baltimore, 
April 1966, was sold out several months ago. Since that time we 
have received approximately fifty orders for the book. These orders 
are being kept on file. If enough orders are received, the Commission 
will print a second edition of the volume. Like the first edition, it 
will be printed by offset from a typed manuscript. The price of the 
second edition will be $2.50. 



Book Reviews 

Homer L. Callrin, Castings Prom t72e Foundry Mold (Nashville : 
Parthenon Press, 1968). 377 pp. $6.25. 

Histories of local congregations have been the unappreciated gifts 
to countless public and college libraries, never to be touched in all 
the intervening years since their cataloging and shelving. 

When a history of a congregation follows heartbeat-by-heartbeat 
the birth pains of the nation's federal city, and its maturity into the 
capital of the free world, that is something else. 

Dr. Homer L. Calkin has created a history of Foundry Church in 
Washington which is filled with anecdotes concerning presidents 
and cabinet members, slaves and service men, one of whom met and 
married a Foundry choir girl and returned to join in the celebration 
of the church's 150th anniversary, this time as its pastor. 

Anyone who questions the relevance of preaching and the parish 
ministry will find here justification for both. Any pastor casting 
about for a major emphasis in his ministry will discover here the 
pulpit ministry as the cornerstone of the church throughout those 
critical 150 years. 

There were preachers who spoke "with sincerity but with little 
effect. Their congregations remained unmoved and few were saved." 

But there also were pulpit giants. 
Of Thomas Birch (1817-18) it was said, "his delivery was fluent 

and graceful with an absence of any oratorical tricks." 
Of John Baer (1822-23; 1833-34), "He spoke with power unsur- 

passed as an orator. He was also a superior administrator." 
Of Henry Slicer (1838-40), "He delivered his messages as though 

sure his Master had enemies in the congregation who must be 
dragged from their hiding places by the strong arm of the law." 

Throughout its history Foundry Church has accepted as the norm 
of its existence the fulfilling of the mission of Christ. Through dis- 
sention of a Civil War, and the depths of depression and national 
uncertainty, her members always responded to missionary appeals, 
usually raising amounts considerably above the year just preceding. 

Five times the congregation sent church school teachers and lay 
preachers from her ranks to establish new congregations, and ,then 
to make substantial gifts for the new buildings eventually required. 

In 1872 a pastor reported: "Pastoral work in this city has no equal 
elsewhere. If changing residence justified a change in church rela- 
tions, certificates (of transfer) would fly around like snowflakes in 
winter." 

In 1876, B. Peyton Brown told his congregat.ion that during the 
first six weeks of his pastorate he had made "180 pastoral visits, 
conducted five funerals, three baptisms, and four marriages, 
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preached 10 sermons, and attended prayer meetings and church 
school regularly." 

And he did it all without a car! 
-KENNETH S. JONES, Pastor 

Rockville, Maryland 

Arthur C. Core, Philip William Otterbein, Pastor-Ecumenist 
(Dayton, Ohio: E.U.B. Board of Publication, 1968). 127 pp. 
P.B. $2.25. 

For those interested in the ecumenical movement and The United 
Methodist Church, this volume will be of special interest. There are 
four essays, including one by Dr. Core, which dramatize the varied 
phases of Otterbein's ministry. In addition to these informative 
interpretations, there are letters, a sermon, sermon outlines, and 
miscellaneous items such as the minutes of the United Brotherhood 
in Christ Jesus (1800-1805) . 

Former Methodists who are not too familiar with Philip Otterbein 
will find the brief biographical sketches most helpful in understand- 
ing the interpretative essays. Furthermore, the similarities shown 
a b u t  Francis Asbury and Philip Otterbein reveal a basic foundation 
which made the merger of the former Evangelical United Brethren 
Church with the Methodist Church desirable-even inevitable. 

The quest of Otterbein to find new ministries to meet the demands 
of a revolutionary age without denying his tradition or  heritage will 
be of encouragement to many of us who seek to do the same in our 
day of revolution. 

In my opinion, Dr. Core has exaggerated somewhat Otterbein's 
desire to be an ecumenist, although there was this interest in his life 
which we United Methodists may use as a starting point from which 
to work with any other Christian group for a closer unity. 

Dr. Core's own evaluation that any Christian unity which would 
be approved by Otterbein must be "truly catholic, truly evangelical, 
and truly reformed" seems to place definite limitations on how far 
Otterbein wanted to participate in any ecumenical endeavor. Your 
analysis may be otherwise. 

Former Evangelical United Brethren should appreciate the 
primary materials of Otterbein, including the sermon and letters. 

I was somewhat disappointed in the composite makeup of the 
book after reading the title. I had anticipated more of a biography 
than such a fragmented selection of materials and writers. Never- 
theless, as a former Methodist, now a United Methodist, and one 
vitally interested in the ecumenical movement, I found all the 
material of interest and relevant for the "spiritual renewalv 
we seek among all Christian people. 

-EDISON M. AMOS, President 
Baltimore Conference Historical Society 
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E. Stanley Jones, A Song o j Ascents (Nashville : Ahingdon Press, 
1968). 400 pp. $4.95. 

Those of us who know Dr. E. Stanley Jones have come to assume 
that he will not write or speak anywhere on any subject without 
testifying to the wonder of being found by God in Christ. You should 
not be surprised therefore that A SONG OF ASCENTS which he 
calls "a spiritual autobiography" is one great testimony to what the 
Lord has done for the writer and through him for others. I do not 
know of any man who seems so completely dedicated to the high 
calling of being a servant of Christ as is this great missionary leader. 
When last I saw him personally which was four or five years ago, I 
said to my wife after the meeting that his voice never grows weak 
and his message never sounds trite or monotonous. Always he is a 
man who exalts Christ. 

In this book you will find some facts about Dr. Jones' career that 
probably you did not know. At least some of it was new to me and 
all of it came into clearer perspective. This is not the kind of auto- 
biography which is a confessional of personal happenings as ends 
in themselves. On the contrary, it is one great affirmation of how 
life for Stanley Jones has continually gone uphill from the time he 
found Christ. The title comes from the headings of Psalms 120 to 
134. These were the songs the pilgrims sang as they climbed the 
hills up to Jerusalem at the end of their long pilgrimage. It is 
certainly symbolic of Stanley Jones' life. 

Some may object to a continual preaching which goes on in the 
book but I am not one of them. Out of long experience, this man 
sees meanings in texts and passages of Scripture which he points 
out to the reader. I would be interested in knowing what the non- 
Christian would make of it. But to one who has made the same 
fundamental choice as Dr. Jones has made, it is refreshment for  the 
spirit and a clearing of the vision in a cynical age. It is a word of 
faith and affirmation. As Stanley Jones himself insists, it is the story 
of a man who has a continual song in his heart that becomes sweeter 
as the years go by. I am grateful to this man for having written this 
book out of his long experience of following Jesus Christ. If you 
know Stanley Jones, his presence will come out of every page. If 
you do not know him, it is about time the two of you got acquainted. 

-BISHOP GERALD KENNEDY 
Los Angeles Area 

P ~ Y  
ver- Margaret B. Macmillan, The Methodist Church iaz Michigan: 19tlz 
one Century (Grand Rapids: Michigan Area Methodist Historical 
the Society, 1967). 465 pp. $5.00. 
bich : The fine art of publishing a significant history of any limited area 

is indeed rarely successful. This has been accomplished by Dr. 
Margaret B. Macmillan. Her writing style makes for enjoyable read- 
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ing even by those not particularly interested in Michigan history. 
Her wit and timely anecdotes enliven every section, but take 

nothing away from the high standards of research, scholarly com- 
position and careful interpretation. She also exhibits another trait 
absolutely necessary in the publication of any significant church 
history-a basic commitment to the church. 

The illustrations are well chosen and the maps are very helpful. 
While the choice of appendices may not be the wisest in every part, 
as a whole they are a source of a vast amount of necessary informa- 
tion for understanding Michigan Methodism's development. 

Her treatment of the pioneer leaders is worthy of note. Obviously 
sensitive to the cultural milieu in which they worked, she succeeds 
in placing them in proper historical perspective. After reading this 
book, one will have a deeper appreciation of the courage, imagina- 
tion and vigor with which our Methodist forebears accomplished 
their amazing feats of Christian mission. 

-JOSEPH C. EVERS, Pastor 
East St. Louis, Illinois 

Timothy White, A People for His Name, A History of Jehovah's 
Witnesses and An Evaluation (New York: Vantage Press, 1968). 
418 pp. $5.95. 

A fresh critique of Jehovah's Witnesses, sometimes called "the 
fastest growing religion" in America, is certainly needed. Un- 
fortunately, this volume in no way begins to measure up to the 
publisher's claim, "the definitive history" of this zealous, muchly 
publicized, excessively criticized group. 

A major weakness of the study is lack of organization. After a too 
brief biography of founder Charles Taze Russell, the author moves 
into a deliniation of the progress and manifold difficulties en- 
countered by the new movement. Settling on a suitable date for the 
Second Coming is characteristic. Russell found seven reasons for 
setting 1874. Later the event was moved to 1914. Pastor Russell, 
denouncing "hell-fire, a soul separated from the body and the 
trinity," (p. 66), laboured assiduously in directing his Bible Stu- 
dents, Pilgrims, colporteurs, Watch Tower publications, exhausting 
lecture tours, and court proceedings against his wife. The author 
defends Russell's biblical and theological views in an unbelievably 
naive fashion: "Another tricky theological problem that was solved 
by a waft of Russell's wand was the question: Why does God 
permit evil?" (p. 69). The solution: "On awakening from the dead 
they would remember their former life, the social conditions and 
prevalence of bad morals" and thus by contrast, the dead "would 
see that evil has caused all the faults of their first life." (p. 69). 

Russell's successor, Judge Joseph Franklin Rutherford appears 
in a most unfavorable-nonetheless rather interesting-light. Dog- 
matic and autocratic, "often he would write resolutions expressixlg 
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confidence in himself and arrange for someone else to present them 
at the assembly." (p. 177). The Judge led his people through a wide 
variety of turbulent situations, and innumerable legal battles (most 
noted are the salute to the flag cases). 

In conclusion, the author frankly admits the almomst mesmerizing 
effect of the organization on its followers. "The Witnesses thus enter 
the organization with a sense of abjection and inferiority . . . and 
a desire to please it. They have no consciousness that there is any- 
thing wrong with this attitude, for nobody tells them." (p. 380). 

-WARREN THOMAS SMITH, Pastor 
College Park, Georgia 


