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Gill, Frederick C. Charles Wesley the First Methodist. N. Y. and
Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1964. 239 pp. $5.00

Dr. Frank Cumbers of British Methodism appraises this book with
the unequivocal statement: "This book immediately takes its place as
the standard work on Charles Wesley." But Dr. Cumbers is the manager
of Epworth Press in London and therefore the publisher of the British
edition. He can hardly be expected to make an unbiased judgment, nor is
he a recognized Wesleyan scholar himself. If the author intended this to
be definitive, then he should not have omitted documentation and
bibliography, for to the serious student the way a scholar reaches his
conclusions is almost as important as the conclusions themselves. Perhaps
the original British edition contained these. The American does not,
and we are the poorer as a result.

Yet the book must not be dismissed as unimportant. Charles Wesley,
in contrast to John, is a neglected personage in Methodist historiography.
This is about the only full length biography of him in print.

It has not been done hastily or unadvisedly. The content witnesses to
the mature scholarship and sound judgment of the author. It is written
with verve and proves to be delightful reading. Though Charles Wesley
was by nature passive and tended to be acted on by others rather than
to act himself, he was not as is so often thought the pale shadow of his
brother. He did not always agree with John, and the debates between the
two leaders provided a real dialectic, ecclesiological rather than the
ological, to ear~y Methodism.

Charles the hymnodist perhaps gave to the Methodist Revival both
a wider and longer influence than it could possibly have had through the
organizational and administrative work of John Wesley alone. If John
was the "head" of the new movement, Charles was its "soul."

Weare indebted to Mr. Gill for his human and living portrayal of
Charles. Methodists can profit by reading his story.

-William R. Cannon
Emory University

Harkness, Georgia. Our Christian Hope. N,ashville: Abingdon, 1964.
176 pp. $3.00

At a time when the perplexities of modern luan have brought him
to the edge of despair, Dr. Harkness has made a rich contribution in
producing a study of what the Christian gospel has to say of hope.
Considering herself an evangelical liberal, she searches out the biblical
foundations for a Christian interpretation of life as good, and proceeds
to relate this to the world in which we live today. She asserts that "the
gospel message of divine goodness in the presence of evil, impelling us
to faith amid despair, ... hope in the nlidst of sin and pain and death, is
a message that does not and cannot wear out."

The study is based on the Christian doctrines of man, llistory, and
eschatology. The ground is firmly laid in biblical understanding. Dr.
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Harkness has come to be regarded as a theologian of competence, and
consequently, the reader is impressed with her readiness to take issue
with current theological trends. For example, she refers to the recent
tendency to counteract man's undue sense of self-importance by
stressing his creatureliness, and says, "but this ought not to overshadow
the biblical emphasis on the worth of man to God."

Readers of this journal will take a special interest in the significant
place given to history as a ground for hope. Rejecting the "evolutionary
optimism" of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the
writer does not thus eliminate belief in progress. The important differ
ence is that the ultimate explanation is to be found not in human causa
tion, but rather in divine providence.

Miss Harkness gives her best insights in her chapter on "The Biblical
View of History." She sees the Bible as more than a historical record,
as an instrument for interpreting all of human history. She copiously
illustrates with Bible texts her interpretation of what the scripture says
about the meaning of history; and tIns is seen as a Inessage of hope.

Anyone appreciative of intellectual foundations for a Christian in
terpretation of life in hopeful terms should read this book. It will surely
help him to "be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh
you a reason for the hope that is in you."

-Horwood P. Myers, Pastor
First Methodist Church
Waynesville, N. C.

Monk, Robert C. John Wesley, His Pu'ritan Heritage: A Study of the
Christian Life. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1966. $5.50

Professor Monk has written an important and absorbing book con
cerning John Wesley and the English Puritans. In so doing he has placed
every student of Methodist history in his debt. Earlier authors have
suggested that Wesley's thought and practice were influenced by the
Puritans, but heretofore this suggestion has not received the detailed
attention which it deserves. Dr. Monk's work is a pioneering effort which
summarizes the state of research in this area of Wesley studies and
suggests lines of investigation which may be fruitful in the future.

Unfortunately Professor Monk tends to become vague and allusive
just at the points where one desires and anticipates clarity and precision.
Several examples of this tendency may be cited. Dr. Monk understands
"Puritanism" to be a movement which begins in the late sixteenth
century and extends to Wesley's time. One would expect that a wide
variety of Puritan theologies would appear during this lengthy interval.
This expectation is confirmed by an examination of the theology of, let
us say, William Perkins, the Westminster Confession and Philip Dodd
ridge. Although Professor Monk acknowledges the fact that Puritan
authorities sometimes disagree among themselves, he tends to treat
"Puritanism" as one big lump. This tendency reduces the value of Dr.
Monk's book. We need to know both which particular authors or schools
of thought within the Puritan movement influenced Wesley, and the
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TIus succinct essay (79 pages) should help those who are paranoic
about the possible union of The Methodist Church in England and the
Church of England. It will assist those whose understanding of English
Methodist history is sparse, and will for all readers provide a brief
rationale on sociological mandates for ecumenical concern.

The relationship between the fundamental mission of a church and its
organic structure is the focus of Rack's essay on the necessity for change
of alignment in England's religious institutions. As background he
provides the history of early Methodism, the schisms of the nineteenth
century, and the union of 1932. With occasional touches of delightful
humor he judges the union of 1932 for its character as an amalgam
which made no attempt to create the new forward looking church which
was needed even then. The "wider society demands a wider church," he
asserts and suggests that several improvements would result. The most
significant result of union would be the gain in comprehensive scope
which is necessary for the church to be evangelically effective in
England.

Out of this background of history and delineation of the essential
mission of Methodism in England, Rack poses the crucial question: do
demands of truth and mission for holiness require separate churches or
a reunion with Anglicanism. He rests his case on the need for continuity
with the wider Christian tradition, the need for a clearer theological
approach to church, ministry and sacraments, and the contribution of
organizations for mission which Methodism could give through the
larger union but which is frustrated in the current separation.

His several empirical judgments about the "cross-shifts" which have
taken place between Methodism and Anglicanism add weight to his
thesis that the double isolation of the churches needs to be counteracted
by union. He is sensitive to the questions some opponents have (par
ticularly regarding the "service of reconciliation") but having refuted
the major objections insists that in England, at any rate, Christian
unity and specifically Methodist-Church of England union is so de
sirable that a "scheme that has faults is better than no scheme at all."

The twenty-one page last chapter is valuable alone but the entire
essay is a significant contribution in the literature about the proposed.
unIon.

-Robert W. Huston, General Secretary
Commission on Ecumenical Affairs
Evanston, Illinois

Rudolph, L. C. Francis Asbury, Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1966.
240 pp. $5.00.

After reading this book carefully twice, this reviewer has laid it do\vn
with mixed reactions. In some ways it is good, and serious students of
Asbury should read it. But sw~ely it is not the definitive biography of
Francis Asbury.

One wonders why a Presbyterian professor of chuTch history vvould
become interested in and do the research necessary for writing (l
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biography of the man who governed and largely shaped American
Methodism for most of its first fifty years.

One perceives that the author is skilled in historical research, andthat he has concentrated on Asbury for some years, read all the sources,imposed a simple outline on his material, and then produced a relativelysmall book of about 70,000 words. Technically he has done a good job. Amaster of conciseness, skillful at discerning the important points andciting the key sentences in his sources, he has covered more ground ina brief treatise than perhaps any other writer who has tried to setFrancis Asbury and early American Methodism in proper perspective.
If one wants a brief, pointed appraisal of Francis Asbury, this book isacceptable. Probably persons who are authorities on Asbury and earlyAmerican Methodism will like the work because of its combination ofbrevity and sound scholarship. But that this volume is an adequatepresentation of Francis Asbury, this reviewer does not agree. Onewonders how a reader not already well informed on the subject can begreatly edified or enlightened by perusing a study which disposes of theGeneral Conference of 1808 in a sentence or two, gives only a glimpseof Philip Embury, Robert Strawbridge, Captain Thomas Webb, andBarbara Heck, and touches so lightly on many other important aspectsof the setting of Asbury's life and work.
It is fair to say that the author gives a good analysis of Asbury'sattitude toward the sacraments, his position on education, and hisunderstanding of the role of the episcopacy in American Methodism. Likemost students of Methodism, he has some difficulty with the doctrine ofChristian perfection. He says that in one sense it was a way of putting"the heat on"· the faithful to persevere and deepen their spiritualexperience. The American Methodists, he says, expected an emotionalexperience with sanctification similar to that which accompanied conversion. The discussion of Asbury's position on slavery is more sympathetic and understanding than one might expect. But the sympathy andunderstanding are lacking when the author speaks of Asbury's positionon Calvinism. However, in view of the body blows delivered against rigidCalvinism by both John Wesley and Francis Asbury, one can hardlyexpect loyal Presbyterians to praise them when writing on the subject.
In reading this book one has the impression that the author admiresAsbury for his remarkable drive, his astuteness as a judge and leader ofmen, his capacity as an administrator, his sure understanding of just howto mix authority and democracy in governing the American Methodists,his intuitive insight from the beginning as to the kind of ecclesiasticalsystem that would be most effective in pioneer America, and his utterdedication of his life and all that he had to the cause. Even so, in hisattempt to be thoroughly objective, the author holds conunendatoryadjectives to a minimum. At the end he allows himself to say that everyhonest student must stand in awe of the man Francis Asbury.
The book appears to be free of serious errors; one finds only a fewminor mistakes, as, for example, the statement on page 49 that Barratt'sChapel is in Maryland when it is in Delaware, and the reference on page209 to Asbury as 61 years of age when he was 66 at the tin1e. On page33 he says that James Delnpster, one of the preachers sent over by John
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Wesley in 1774, returned to England in 1778 with Thomas Rankin, but
according to Stevens, History of Methodism, Volume I, pages 264-266,
Dempster remained in America during the Revolution and preached in
the Presbyterian Church.

-Albea Godbold
Lake Junaluska, N. C.

Tucker, Frank C. Th.e Methodist Church in Missouri, 1798-1939.
Nashville: Parthenon Press, 1966. 3S4 pp. $4.50.

This volume is a welcome entry in the log of historical endeavor. Ap
propriately its date of publication, 1966, coincided with the two hundredth
anniversary of the beginning of Methodism in America, the one hundred
sixtieth anniversary of the appointment of the first Methodist preacher
in Missouri, and the one hundred fiftieth anniversary of the organization
of the Missouri Annual Conference. The book was overdue; almost a
century has passed since David R. McAnally published his Methodism in
Missouri.

The author says that his work is not a history of Methodism in
Missouri but rather an account of the three Methodist churches-once
united, separated, and reunited-the Methodist Episcopal Church, the
Methodist Protestant Church, and the Methodist Episcopal Church South.
The other Methodist bodies in Missouri are not considered.

The author has produced an interesting history of the church in the
contemporary social and political setting in which it grew. His accounts
of the early trials in starting local churches in frontier communities
make excellent copy. Some readers may be amazed at the geographical
extent of the original Missouri Annual Conference which included
western Indiana and the entire states of Illinois, Missouri, and Arkansas!
Since there was no firm boundary on the west, a legend arose that "the
western boundary shall be the remotest cabin toward the setting sun."
Out of that Annual Conference were to come forty-seven conferences!
The author portrays the development of churches in certain areas of
Missouri and says that as they were established and grew so other
churches, too numerous to mention, arose in various sections of the state.

Dr. Tucker makes a significant contribution in the way he correlates
the sources which tell the story of the division of episcopal Methodism
in 1844-45 in general and the division of Missouri Methodism in par
ticular. He traces well the development of the three branches of Meth
odism in Missouri and gives the reader a sense of the moving majesty of
Methodism as it seeks fulfilment in whatever tradition.

The section on Methodism in Missouri during the Civil War is well
done. Given the differences over slavery and the coming of the war,
Missouri as a border state inevitably experienced great dissension and
conflict. There was considerable strife between northern and southern
Methodism in Missouri as the war was fought out on a sectional basis.

Attention is given to the lnany plans for reuniting the three branches
of Methodism following the Civil War. There was a rising consciousness
of the necessity for more than fraternal greetings between the Methodist
bodies. The work notes the rise of the laymen in the government of the
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Methodist Church and points out that Missouri Methodism made a definitecontribution in this area.

The book considers the religious and social issues which faced Methodism generally in the twentieth century-the missionary imperative,the Sunday school movement, the cause of temperance, the problem ofwar, and other Christian social concerns. The author gives a good accountof the numerous attempts of the Methodist Church in Missouri toestablish and maintain institutions of higher education. The publishinginterests of the church receive careful treatment.
There is an interesting though brief pictorial section in the center ofthe book, and a good glossary of Methodist terms at the end. One wishesthe author had provided a more complete bibliography and a moreadequate index.
Some may find this volume too brief, but its brevity will recommendit to others who are interested in the scope and not the details of thedevelopment of Methodism in Missouri.

-F. Hauser Winter, Pastor
The Methodist Church
Maryville, Missouri

White, Ethel. Bea't His Mild Yoke. Nashville and New York: Abing
don Press, 1966. 254 pp. $4.95.

Ethel White has drawn from the mists of colonial New England historythe inspiring story of Mary Dyer, a Quaker martyr who gave her life,with three others, in the cause of religious freedom. Building on thefragmentary historical outline of her life, the author has composed afictional journal which sternly reminds us that life on these shores in the17th century was not always as romantic as we New Englanders wouldsometimes like to imagine. Mary Dyer left the comfort and security ofthe Old World to seek a better life in the New. On a return visit toEngland she was influenced by George Fox and became a Quaker.Ultimately she was led to return to the Massachusetts Bay Colony wherefinally, protesting the strict laws prohibiting religious liberty, and on thesame Boston Common where the Methodist circuit rider, Jesse Lee, wasto preach more than a century later, she was hanged.
Though a little slow paced in the early pages, the narrative picks up asit moves along, and the climax to the story is well written and compelling.The orthodox ministers of colonial New England are the villains of thenarrative as they demand absolute allegiance to their concept of "Truth."Since the Methodists didn't appear in New England for some years, Iguess we can place the blame for this early tragic intolerance on ourCongregational brethren.
The settlers of Massachusetts should not be entirely condemned. JamesTruslow Adams and Leverett Saltonstall comment in EncyclopaediaBritannica: "Connecticut had shown the way to civil and Rhode Islandto religious liberty. If the far more powerful colony of Massachusettscannot lay claim to having been a leader in either of these directions, itsfounders had established the strongest colony in North America, hadmade creditable beginnings in public education, had developed the
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SystClTI of town govcrnlTIent and hnd Inid the foundation [or the Congre
gaf.ion;d Church." But the effects o[ this early repression, the historinns
;lgrcc, were felt in Massachusetts for many years.

The role of the dissenter is still a hard one: witness the beating of
opponents of the Viet Nam war on the steps of a public building in Boston
sorncJTIonths ago. But let us also record that Massachusetts has recently
sent the first popularly elected Negro Senator to Washington in the
history of these United States. Mary Dyer would have approved.

-.John Ambler
Minister, Quinsigamond Methodist Church
Worcester, Massachusetts

Mosley, A. M. The Buncombe StTeet Methodist Story. Greenville,
South Carolina, 19G5. 296 pp.

At the tin1e when John C. Calhoun was striking the tocsins of "nulli
fication" and "secession," "The Greenville Methodist Church" was
organized in Greenville, South Carolina. The church was launched
by a gift of land by Vardry McBee, originally of Lincolnton, North
Carolina. The n<11TIe was changed to Buncolnbe Street in 1892.

A congregation of six people, five WOlnen and one Inan, was organized
at the h()lne of Mrs. Maria Turpin in 1834· and became the Inother church
of Methodisln in Greenville, although circuit riders had preached at the
County Cou rl I-louse since 1825.

In :328 pages the author presents the history of one of Methodism's
great churches in the South over a period of 131 years. Without
glossing ovcr the faults and failures, Dnd avoiding the pitfalls of un
warranted praise, Mr. Mosley portrays the beginnings of an early church
-its founel ing, its early struggles, its tUlnbling and its eventual achieve
lnent of rernarkable lTIaturity.

(~The BU'1"/,coTnhe Sf,Teet M ethod,ist StOT1}" tells of good tirnes and bad
in both waJ' and pC;lce. It relates the story of a continuing congregation
holdjnf~ together ;lnd growing when the people had Inoney and when they
h;ld clone; vvhcn they were able to elnbrace wholeheartedly the con
nectional lc~\(:Jcrship ("lnd when they voted overwhehningly against it.
It is a story of trial nnd trilllnph which will interest, infonn and inspire
it.s rC;Hlcrs.

'rhe th irt.y-fou r ch~lpters tell the story of every facet of the church's
1ifC-111 issions, Ch rist.i;u1 CclUc("ltion, evangelisn1, church extension, social
concerns, st.e\N~lrc1shjp, property, ]c(ldership, youth activities, WOlDen's
work ;\nd the rninistry of prc;lchers, district superintendents and bishops.
The ;HIthoJ" has rcs(~arched all the vohllninous source Inaterials and
p];lCCS BllnCOlTIhe Street in the perspective of connectional relationships.
The hook :is all the better because the local church is treated as n
th re;1(1 in the largcr f;lbric of the whole church.

M:uHit.ueles of ;lbsorbing details arc included, such as the \vay the
p;lst.or, E ..J. M(~yn;lrc1ie, rtlised $2,500 to retire the relnnining debt at thr~

dedication service in 187:·l by locking all the doors and nnnouncing that.
the Inoney had to be raised before the doors \\Tould be unlocked, and the
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observation that "on March 7, 1919, peace had come on the fighting
fronts, but not on the musical fronts." (p. 130)

The book is profusely illustrated by pictures and sketches. It has a
valuable appendix and an exhaustive index.

.Reader interest is heightened by the first-hand knowledge of the
author who wrote from the perspective of thirty-three years of vital
participation as a member and leader in the life of Buncombe Street
Methodist Church. It should be of absorbing interest to local Methodists,
but is worthy of much wider reading.
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THE JESSE LEE PRIZE OF $1,500
As announced in the July, 1966 issue of Methodist History, the

Association of Methodist Historical Societies offers a prize of $1,500
each year for the best book length manuscript on some aspect of
the history of American Methodism.

Just HS this issue of the magazine is going to press, word has come
from the Association's Scholarship Committee that the winner of the
1967 Jesse Lee Prize has been chosen and his name and the title
of his manuscript will be announced at the Annual Meeting of
the Association's Executive Committee in Denver, Colorado, on
April 20.

In view of the fact that most of our subscribers will be receiving
their copies of this issue of the journal before April 20, it is not
proper for us to name the winner of the prize at this time. How
ever, the winner's name and the title of his manuscript will be given
in the July 1967 Methodist History.

We wish to say at this time that manuscripts to be submitted in
competition for the 1968 Jesse Lee Prize of $1,500 must be in the
office of the Association of Methodist Historical Societies, Lake
Junaluska, North Carolina, not later than October 1, 1967. Those
interested in submitting manuscripts should bear in mind that they
must deal with some aspect of the history of AmericHn Methodism,
and that they must be in final form, properly annotated, and suit
able for publication. The prize is intended as a subsidy to assist
the author in publishing his manuscript in a form acceptable to
the Association.

Persons desiring to submit manuscripts in competition for the
1968 Jesse Lee Prize should write to the Association at Lake
Junaluska and request application forms which explain the rules
in detail.
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