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While the influence of the J?rotestant churches in the South is

evident even to the casual observer, perhaps it is nowhere 11101'e

striking than in Mississippi.' Institutionnlizcd rcligion both lnolds

<:lnd is itself 1110lded by the cultural lnilieu in which it operates. rrhis

reciprocal relationship is seen clcnrly in the interplay betwecn the

influence of the religious and the educational institufjons as they

developed on the frontier of the Old Southwest. It is a well estab

lished fact that the three great churches of the westward expan

sion-Baptist, Methodist, ,and IJresbyterian-assulTIed IDOSt of the

responsibility for initiating, developing, and maintaining the early

educational endeavors in the Old Southwest.

Betwc.en 1820 and 1860 the Methodists and. the Baptists entered

upon a period of college founding lJnprccedented in the history of

denominational activity.2 As of 1830 the Methodists hCJd not estah

lished a single perlnanent college in ArJ1ericCJ, but froln 18:30 to 18GO

they inaugurated 30. That Alnerican higher education should be

democratic rather than aristocratic W8.S largely 8. contribution of

the revivalistic churches. rrheir multiplication of colleges over the

land, according to W. W. Sweet, vvas prirnarjly responsible for the

decentralization of cducational facilities. I-Iigher educ8.tion was not

to be confined to a few colleges located in dist8.nt ci lies; it was to be

available to all.:t

Contemporary loaders knew that it would be difficult to sustain

colleges in the Old Southwest. Not only did a college there in those

days encounter the difficulties incident to its location where "people

are engaged in a continual struggle with the forest," 'I but also there

were problems related to the social and political structure of that

area. There was a strong, though oft berated, tendency for residents

who came from the NeVI J£ngland, Middle, and older Southern states

to send their sons to the colleges of their own youth, such as the

Universities of Virginia, South C~lr()ljna, Transylvania, I-Iarvard,

Y8.le, and Princeton. r; The cHect of such factors, coupled with the
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character of the early settlers who maintained that education was
a private rather' than a public affair and who therefore were op
posed to taxing themselves for its support,6 was reflected in J effer
son College, which languished for lack of support in the midst of a
people who stood to profit most from its success.7

Although the first act of incorporation for any purpose passed by
the Mississippi territorial legislature was that which established
Jefferson College at Washington (May 13, 1801),8 support of the
projected school was left to private endowment, lottery, and stu
dent fees. 9 Finally becoming operative in 1811 as a neighborhood
preparatory school, Jefferson College was merely a representative
academy of the territorial period.10

As there were no time honored female colleges in the older states,
the people of Mississippi were more willing to support schools for
young ladies. Accordingly, the first such institution of state-wide
reputation was the Elizabeth Female Academy at Washington.11

Organized under Methodist auspices in 1818, and chartered by the
legislature the following year,12 the Elizabeth Female Academy's
record of success contrasted dramatically with the failure of J effer
son Coll,ege in the same community.13

The large number of educational institutions subsequently estab
lished under church auspices bears direct testimony to the religious
influence in Mississippi. 14 Such schools as Holly Springs University,

IJ Lauretta Box, "Mississippi As De
scribed by Travelers, 1800-1861." Un
published Master's thesis, Department of
History, Mississippi State University,
August, 1952, pp. 181-185, and William
H. Weathersby, A History of Educational
Legislation in Mississippi from 1798 to
1860. Chicago: University of Chicago,
1921, pp. 6-9.

7 A. G. Brown, "An Address on South
ern Education." Delivered at the Com
mencement of Madison College, Sharon.
Mississippi, July 18, 1859, p. 9. Copy on
file in archives of State Department of
History, Jackson, Mississippi.

8 Mississippi: A Guide to the Magnolia
State. Compiled and written by the Fed
eral Writer's Project of the Works Prog
ress Administration. New York: Hastings
House, 1949, p. 118.

o Dunbar Rowland (ed.), The Missis
sippi Territorial Archives. Nashville:
Brandon Company, 1905.

10 William D. McCain, "Education in
Mississippi in 1860," Journal of Missis
sippi History, 22 (1960), 159.

J I Some historians have suggested

that Elizabeth Academy, achieving the
dignity of a college in fact if not in
name, was the first to award theequiva
lent of a college degree to a woman of
any school in the South, and possibly the
whole United States. According to J. B.
Cain, the recognized historian of Meth
odism in Mississippi, an examination of
the curriculum of 1827 shows that it em
braced substantially all the courses
taught at Wesleyan College in Macon,
Georgia, which has the distinction of be
ing the oldest permanent college for wom
en in the United States (836). J. B. Cain,
Metbodism in the Mississippi Conference.
Jackson: Mississippi Conference Histori
cal Society, 1939, p. 23; Tbe Cradle of
Mississippi I\1etbodism, pp. 32-36. No
other bibliographical information is
given.

12 A. Hutchinson, Code of Mississippi.
Jackson: Price & Fall, Printers, 1848, p.
245.

13 J. K. Bettersworth, Mississippi: A
History. Austin: Steck Co., 1959, p. 258.

]" Moore, Ope cit., 228.
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Jackson Wesleyan College,15 Black Hawk Male College,16 South

ern Female College at Cayuga,17 Port Gibson Collegiate Academy,18

and Whitworth College19 were representative of those which were

either affiliated with Methodism or were directly under the patron

age of that church's Annual Conference. Sharon Female Academy

(later College) and Madison College, both located in Sharon, were

the most auspicious efforts of Methodism to found institutions of

higher learning in ante-bellum Mississippi.

The Sharon Female Academy opened in April, 1837, with its

charter of incorporation including provision for an eventual college

for males. The town itself, originally known as "Choctaw Purchase,"

and the seat of the first Methodist district parsonage, was incor

porated by the same legislature.2o

Although officially under the patronage of the Methodist Episco

pal Church-Methodist Episcopal Church, South after 1844-the

Sharon schools were begun as community projects and throughout

most of their history their support came primarily from the com

munity in which they were located. Initially there were five teach

ers.21 There were three classes-preparatory, junior, and senior.

The curriculum was: orthography, reading, penmanship, arithmetic,

grammar, and geography in the preparatory class; astronomy, natu

ral philosophy, moral and mental philosophy, history, chemistry,

logic, and political economy in the junior class; drawing, painting,

needlework, ~d music in the senior class along with the continued

study of junior class subjects. .

The college opened in October, 1838, with a course of study

claim,ed to be the equal of any college in the United States. In

keeping with the by-laws, which sought to prevent exclusive sectar

ian influence, five gentlemen, four of whom were ministers of differ

ent denominations, and one who made no profession of religion,

were appointed to the faculty. Alexander Campbell, a New School

Presbyterian minister, described as "a disciplinarian unsurpassed,

which blended with great urbanity of manners, rendered him very

15 John G. Jones, A Complete History

of Methodism as Connected with the

Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Nash

ville: Methodist Episcopal Church, South,

1908, pp. 407, 427.
10 Report submitted by 1. G. Jones of

the Memphis Conference at the Confer

ence of 1858. Original pencil draft in

manuscript file of Benjamin Steele Drake

in archives of State Department of His

tory, Jackson, Mississippi.
17 J. B. Cain, personal letter to the

author, June 19, 1965.
18 Catalog of Port Gibson Female Col·

lege, Session 1915-16. Port Gibson: Reville

Printers, 1916; Catalog and Register of

Port Gibson Academy for Girls.

Memphis: Southern Steam Book and Job

Printing Company, 1859.
19 Edward Mayes, History of- Educa.

tion in Mississippi. Washington: Govern

ment Printing Office, 1899, p. 91.

20 Laws of Mississippi. Jackson: G. R.

Fall, 1837, pp. 223-225.
21 Rev. W. H. Smith, principal; Dr. C.

S. Brown, assistant professor; Mrs. W. H.

Smith, instructress in French, Italian,

and ornamental branches; Miss Stratton,

assistant; Mr. C. Brailer, teacher of music.
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efficient and advanced the interest of the institution," 22 was presi
dent of both the academy and the college. Richard Beard, a Method
ist preacher, occupied the chair of ancient languages.

It soon became apparent that the plan for union schools supported
by the several denominations was not feasible. The trustees, there
fore, sent ,a delegation to the 1840 session of the IVIississippi Annual
Conference assembled in Vicksburg, proposing to turn over the en
tire propertY,23 plus additional aid, to the conference if it would
agree to operate the schools under its patronage.

The trustees of Mississippi College at Clinton, who also faced diffi
culty in continuing their school on a self-supporting plan, presented
a similar overture to the conference.

Though the Sharon and Clinton institutions were in the midst of
"wealthy and intelligent communities with a fair representation of
influential Methodist families," 24 there was sentiment among the
Mississippi Methodists at the time for establishing another school,
Centenary College, at Brandon Springs, a watering place in Rankin
County. As it turned out, Centenary College won the support of the
conference for the time being, and the other schools were left to
their own resources.

Centenary College

Brandon Springs offered the presence of several large central
houses with outlying buildings, which Vlere said to be adaptable for
college purposes. The grounds were located in the midst of a
"healthy, quiet, forest." The site and the buildings were available at
a low price. In 1841 Brandon Springs was selected as the site for the
proposed Centenary College when two trustees who favored Clinton
purposely absented themselves from a meeting in the hope of pre
venting a legal quorum and thereby delaying a vote until such time
as the primacy of the Clinton offer could be established. The other
trustees, unaware of the intent of the two men, dropped Clinton
from consideration. Those opposed to "hiding the college [Cente
nary] out in the woods east of the Pearl River," advocated locating
it at Sharon. Sharon, lacking a public line of commerce either by
rail or ,vater, failed by one vote, and Brandon Springs, largely as a
result of the persuasive tactics of one John Lane, was chosen as the
location for the college.25

Centenary College opened in the fall of 1841, with Tholnas C.
Thornton,2G late of the Baltimore Annual Conference, as president.

22 Mayes, op. cit., p. 52.
23 Consisting of several buildings, no

library, and a subscription of several
hundred dollars.

2,( Jones, op. cit., p. 447.
2rJ Ibid., pp. 446-450.
2f, Thornton was born in Dumfries, Vir-

ginia, October 12, 1894. He became an
exhorter in the Methodist Church at age
16, and a member of the Baltimore Con
ference at 19. Dunbar Rowland (ed.),
Mississippi, Vol. II. Atlanta: Southern
Historical Publishing Company, 1907, p.
783.
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The faculty consisted of W. H. N. Magruder and William Mills in

the literary departments, \vith James Thornton, professor of medi

cine, and David Shattuck, later a delegate to the organizing conven

tion of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South,27 as professor of law.

The administr,ation, believing that intellect should not he measured

in years, and holding that few preparatory schools properly

equipped students to enter college, arranged the course of studies

into junior and senior divisions rather than in the traditional fresh

man, sophomore, junior, and senior classes. Graduation would be

dependent upon the student passing ,a "respectable examination in

the entire course of study," 28 and the catalog said that "whether it

shall take one year or seven to withstand this examination with

credit to himself and us, until he can do it, a student will not be

permitted to graduate in the Centenary College." 29

It was claimed that the "college course of study is equal in extent

to any in the United States." 30 The catalog contained the pledge of

the trustees that the honors of the college will not be granted to

any who are not well educated, but that students will receive every

encouragement and facility that they may accomplish their educa

tion ,as soon as possible. The curriculum was organized into six

departments, including a school of languages, mathematics, natural

sciences, moral and intellectual science and sacred literature (teach

ing the contemporary equivalent of American and world history,

speech, logic, psychology, political science, sociology, archeology,

and the inevitable evidences of Christianity and natural theology,

which probably have no equivalent in the general modern liberal

arts college), medicine, and law. Announcement was made that

"meritorious young men who cannot pay expenses oan be received

on condition of paying their tuition without interest two years after

leaving the college without ever being sued on the debt thus in

curred." 31

Attendance for the 1842-43 session totaled 224, with 15 medical

students, 11 law students, 26 irregulars, 29 in the senior and 59 in

the junior classes of the literary department, and the remainder in

the preparatory department. Seven gentlemen, representing five

counties, were duly examined and received diplomas on commence

ment day, July 27, 1843.
It was early feared that the patronage for Centenary College

would not be extensive enough to support it, and the 1843 Annual

Conference indicated an increased concern about its location. The

Conference adopted a resolution requesting every minister who

27 r. B. McFerrin, et a1. History of the

Organization of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, South. Nashville: William Camer

on, 1845, pp. 136-137.
28 Catalog of Centenary College,

Rankin County, MissIssippi, 1842-43.

Jackson: Office of the Southron, 1843.
20 Ibid.
ao Ibid.
:11 Ibid.
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had voted for the establishlnent of the school to use his best exhor
tations to collect an average of fifty cents from each adult member
in his charge, and to take a collection for the benefit of the college in
any part of the country visited during the year. The 1844 conference,
meeting in the old town of Port Gibson, receiv,ed a report that the
college was in «unextricable difficulties." Discontent over the man
agelnent of the school's finances led to the resignation of President
Thornton, who then withdrew from the conference and became an
Episcopalian. ::~ David O. Shattuck was elected president, land he
proceeded to reorganize the institution along the lines of an English
classical school. :::t The 184:5 conference, «despairing of Centenary
College ever cOlning up to our expectations in that out-of-the-way
place," :tt1 Inoved it to .Jackson, Louisiana. (Louisiana at that time
was included in the Mississippi Conference.) The same year finan
cial difficulties forced the trustees to sell the old Elizabeth Female
Academy at Washington. John G. Jones vvrote of the latter institu
tion: "When we call to mind the number of young ladies who were
converted there, especially during the presidency of Reverend John
Burress, it seems yet a hallowed ground." :tG

Sharon Fentalc College

Mississippi College, after its rejection as the site of the proposed
Centenary College in 1841, was placed under the nlanagernent of the
Clinton Presbytery, and Alexander Calnpbell left Sharon to accept
the presidency of the reorganized institution.:: n Sharon then caIne
under the direction of Richard Board for the following tenn. In
1842 another delegation appro<lched the Methodist Annual Confer
ence in Jackson, requesting that the real estate and governlnent of
the two schools at Sharon be placed under the control of the confer
ence. A COlnlnittee cornposed of John G. Jones, G. M. Rogers, and
Tholnas Owens was appointed to consider the request. The C01111nit
tee report recolnmended that the conference accept the schools.:n

Thus the Mississippi Conference officially took charge of the
Shuron schools in 184·2, but for the tilTIe being the nlale division \vas
discontinued due to the proxilnity of Mississippi and Centenary
Colleges. :\H 'rhe girls' school was reorganized as Sharon Fenlale
College, and II;. S. Robinson, a local IVlcthodist preacher, fornlerly a

:12 W. B. Jones, Methodism in the Mis

~is.riirpi Conference. Jackoon: The Hawk
ill!; Foundation, ] 951, p. 509.

:1:1 BiograplJical and Historical Memoirs

of Missi:;sippi. Edited and compiled by
Iho publisher;,. Chicago: Good~;peed Pub
Hulling Compony, ]891, p. 3]9.

ll( J. G. JOllen, op. cil., p. 531/.
nr, I hid., p. !J09. The properly wa!J fjold

'0 John W. Dryan, who conlinLlod to

operate the school for a few more years,
although it was no longer under the
auspices of the Methodist conference.

:ltl Jesse Boyd, Popular HistOIY of

Baptists in Mississippi. Jackson: Baptist
Press, ] 930, p. 298.

:17 J. G. Jones, op. cil., p. 1/72.
:1,. Biographical and Historical Memoirs

of Mississippi, p. 31 G.
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teacher at J efIerson College and head of the preparatory department

at Centenary, was placed in charge. He was assisted by his wife as

chief governess and teacher in several areas, and by C. W. F.

Muller, and several others. 39 The school ended the year with an

enrolhnent of more than 80 students, and there was hope for a

large increase in the next session.
The 1843-1844 catalog shows that Sharon Female College was

making progress. The faculty had increased to six with the addition

of G. D. Mitchell, forn1erly principal of the academy at Grenada,

Mississippi, ,as principal of the preparatory department; Almeda

Mitchell, second governess and assistant in the preparatory depart

ment; and Martha E. Mitchell, teacher of drawing and painting.

The curriculum was divided into departments of mathematics

(offering such courses as trigonometry, Inensuration, and survey

ing), higher English (including composition, modern and ancient

history, bookkeeping), natural science, moral and mental science,

and ornalnental branches.
The catalog said that the "building is located in one of the most

pleasant and relaxed portions of the village, being surrounded by a

beautiful grove," 40 and that the school "affords ample sources of

recreation, and is supplied with the best of cistern water during the

year." 41 Sharon, according to the catalog, was "in beauty not sur

passed" and "in all elen1ents of the village is situated for female

education as to have no equal in the South." 42

One of the young women in the preparatory department in the

1843-1844 session was Sarah N. Burns, a resident of Sharon. She

died while a student. The unique epitaph on her tombstone gave

rise to several stories as to the cause of her death.43 One account

said she was probably from a separated family in South Carolina,

and was sent to live with relatives or friends in the Sharon COl11.

munity. Another suggested that her guardians were negligent and

used for other purposes money that was sent for her care. Still an

other said that her parents unwisely sent her too far fron1. hOlne to

attend school and then blamed others for neglecting her welfare.

Sharon Female College's patronage steadily increased under

Robinson's leadership. However, he resigned in 1845, and was suc

ceeded by James Maclennan. Maclennan, who had given up a posi

tion in a Jackson bank paying $1,500 per year to enter the Ininistry,

had served on the faculty of Port Gibson Academy during the 1844-

3D 1. B. Cain, M·ethodism in the Missis

sippi Conference, p. 19.
"0 Catalog of the Trustees, Officers,

and Students of Sharon Female College,

1843-44. Memphis: Democratic Center Of

fice, 1844.
41 Ibid.
42 Ibid.

"3 The epitaph reads in part: "Her ad

vent on earth was short. She was the

child of affliction. The pretended illness

of which she died was caused by mis

management and the affliction and suffer

ing of pretended friends. But she passed

triumphantly away... ."
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1845 session. He presided over Sharon College for the next two
years. He was followed by Pleasant J. Echols, another minister,
whose tenure as president ran until 1854. Echols' administration
added much to the reputation of the college. The decade prior to the
Civil War was the heyday of the institution.44

Madison College

Immediately after his resignation as president of Centenary Col
lege, Thomas C. Thornton organized a college in Jackson, Mississippi.
The school began in 1845 under the superintendence of the governor
and chief officers of the state, and with the mayor and selectmen of
the city as acknowledged visitors and patrons. The institution was
incorporated by the legislature in 1846 under the general designation
"The College in Jackson." The board of trustees, with the governor
as an ex-officio member, was authorized to establish departments
and confer rights and privileges like any other college in the state.45

Thornton was unable to persuade the city and the state to subsidize
the college and it closed within two years. 4G

In 1847, Thornton, assisted by J. M. Pugh,47 another minister,
took charge of the male and female academies at Brandon and raised
them to college grade. Brandon College ¥las chartered in 1849.48

The same year Thornton delivered the conllnencement address at
Sharon Female College. After his speech, certain gentlemen of the
community sought to have him transfer the charter of Brandon
College to Sharon. This was accordingly done, and the school was
reorganized under the name of Madison College. Thornton was
readmitted to the Annual Conference in 1850. The trustees pur
chased an old hotel building, and the Madison College for boys
began operations in the fall of 1851. Thornton and Pugh were
the faculty.

H Cain, Methodism in the Mississippi
Conference, p. 39.

.u; Laws of Mississippi, op. cit., pp.
449-452.

40 Mayes, op. cit., p. 59.
4.7 J. M. Pugh was born in Gates Coun

ty, North Carolina, on October 23, 182l.
He was graduated from Washington Col
lege, Pennsylvania, 1842, and was con
verted at a camp meeting in Yazoo
County, Mississippi, in 1843. He was
licensed to preach in Jackson on October
31, 1846. In 1871 he transferred to the
Northwest Texas Conference, and to the
Texas Conference upon his election to the
presidency of Andrew Female College in
1877. In 1880 he transferred back to the
Mississippi Conference and served as a
pOlstor until his retirement in 1894. He

died in 1899. Minutes of the Annual Con
ferences, M. E. Church, South, 1899, p.
227.

48 During this period there was grad
uated a young lady, Miss Vetacia J.
Findlay, who had completed the course
prescribed for men and received the de
gree Mistress of Arts. It has been claimed
that she was possibly the "first young
lady in the state to graduate according
to this plan." Catalog of Brandon High
School and Female Academy, 1855.
Brandon: The Republican Office, 1855.
However, the claim of rVIississippi Col
lege as the first co-educational college in
the United States on the basis of award
ing two degrees to females in 1832, ante
dates the claim of Brandon College. See
lvicCain, op. cit., p. 160.
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Madison College grew as shown by the 1853 catalog. At that time

the faculty consisted of Thornton as president and professor of moral

and intellectual sciences; J. IVL Pugh, A.lVL, professor of natural

philosophy, ,astronomy, and mathematics; I-I. ~l. Pearce, A..M.,

professor of English and modern languages; and J. L. C. Griffith,

professor of ancient languages, c0111parative anatomy, and hygiene.

W. J. Stuart was principal of the preparatory department. The course

of study, comparable to that offered by the state university at Oxford

and other colleges, was

Freshman class: Arithnletic, algebra, geometry, ancient geography, ancient

history, English granlmar and exercises, cOffip0::Jition and declamation,

philosophy of natural law.
Sophomore class: Algebra, trigonometry, geometry, mensuration, Latin and

Greek, modern history (Tyler), bookkeeping, zoological history, anatomy,

physiology, hygiene, composition and declamation.

Junior class: Application of algebra to geometry, trigonometry, principles

of navigation, conic sections, spherical trigonometry, analytical geometry,

Latin and Greek, mental philosophy (Upham), logic, chemistry, evidences

of Christianity, sacred and profane history.
Senior class: Latin and Greek, natural philosophy, astronomy, meteorology,

logic, natural theology, moral philosophy, agricultural chemistry, political

economy, American constitutions, geology and mineralogy, lectures on

natural, national, and ecclesiastical law and history, original orations and

discussion.409

The catalog described the advantages of the Sharon community:

The college is duly chartered, with povV'ers as full as any institution of

learning in t~e state, and is located in the tOW'll of Sharon. It is protected

by law from all drinking and gambling establishments.

The situation is healthy, and is accessible by stages which pass up or

down every day.
The position of the village is central, and no town in the state can boast of

a more moral community.GO

The Madison College year consisted of a ten months' term. Stu

dents were requested to report vJ'ithin twenty-four hours after

arrival, and Vlere urged to be on hand at the beginning of the

session. Professors kept a classbook in which they recorded the

quality of the recitations, and reports were issued at the end of

each half-session so "that the patrons of the institution Inight know

the standing of those committed to their care." 51

Extracts from the statute laws said that it ,vas against the rules

for a person to receive instruction outside the college without per

mission of the faculty. Any student going hunting or fishing on

recitation day would be suspended for the first offense, dislnissed

for the second. Each student's thesis or con11uenceluent exercise,

after approval by the major professor, must be delivered to him for

filing in the college archives.

40 Catalog of the Officers and Students

of Madison College, 1853-54. Jackson:

Thomas Palmer, 1854.

GO Ibid.
G1 Ibid.
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No student was supposed to contract a debt without parental
consent, and parents were requested not to allow their sons pocket
Inoney to be expended at will. "Under no circumstances will the
students be allowed to gather at the stores, in the streets, or at the
College doors, nor be out at night after seven in the winter and
eight in the summer without special pennission unless at church." 52

Assurance was given that discipline would be "firm, impartial, and
vigilant," and "that particular attention will be paid to the cultiva
tion of good manners and morals, with a parental supervision of
every student, both in and out of the classroom." 53

The rules forbade "profane language, habitual extravagance, play
ing any game of chance at cards, dice, or billiards, or associating
with any person or one known to be of idle habits." 54 Furthermore,
all "pistols, dirks, Spanish or other knives ,are to be delivered up." 55

Fees as listed were: College fees $50.00
Matriculation 5.00
Contingency fee (janitor, fuel) 3.00
Fee for Diploma 10.00

The 1853-1854 session had a total attendance of 101. There were
three graduates. George W. Fly, Brazoria, Texas; James W. Rogan,
San Francisco; and Charles C. Thornton, Sharon, received the
A.B. degree. There were 14 alumni with degrees, including the
students graduated at Jackson and Brandon Colleges \\Tho were
adopted as alumni of Madison College and were thereafter listed
in its catalogs. The year's enrolment consisted of 10 juniors, 25
sophomores, and 29 freshman, with the remainder in the three
preparatory divisions. 56

By 1857 W. L. C. Hunnicutt, A.M.,57 had joined the faculty re
placing J. L. C. Griffith; and F. B. Comfort, A.M., took the place of
W. J. Stuart as principal of the preparatory department. There were
six graduates that year, two more than had received degrees in the
two previous commencelnents. The school listed the granting of 12
honorary degrees since its beginning, including an LL.D. to Richard

ti2 Ibid.
e; 3 Ibid.
ti4 Ibid.
oti Ibid.
tiG Ibid.
e;7 W. L. C. Hunnicutt was a native of

Coweta County, Georgia, where he was
born on May 28, 1834. He spent two
years as principal of a boys school in
A tlanta before his acceptance of the
chair of ancient languages at Madison
College. He was licensed to preach on
February 23, 1861, and admitted to the
conference the same year. Thirteen of

his forty-eight years in the ministry were
spent as presiding elder of the Seashore
District of the Mississippi Conference. He
became ill while attending a Conference
reunion at Mobile in April, 1910, and
died the following month. Several times
a delegate to the General Conference, he
was one of the original trustees of Van
derbilt University. His Doctorate of Di
vinity was awarded by Hiwassee Col
lege. J. Allan Lindsey, Methodism in the
Mississippi Conference. Jackson: Hawk
ins Foundation, 1964, p. 199.
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Henry Lee of Waring, Pennsylvania, and A.B. degrees to A. G.

Brown and William H. N. M,agruder, both of IVI:ississippi. T'hirty

three freshman, 22 sophomores, 12 juniors, and 8 seniors, plus 43

preparatory students, raised the session's enrolment to 123.58

By 1859 the enrolment in Madison College had increased to 149,

over two-thirds of whom were in the collegiate division. The school

had moved into its own plant which had a total value of about

$8,000. There was a scientific apparatus worth $600, in addition "to

some valuable books which provide the foundation of the library." 59

Tuition remained the same as in 1853-1854.

Madison College was now divided into four departments, including

a school of languages, mathematics, moral and intellectual science,

and, for ministeri,al students, a school of sacred literature, offering

such courses as Biblical history, ancient and sacred geography,

J ahn's Archeology, Prideaux's Connection, Christology of types,

evidences of Christianity, and the Reformation. In addition to Thorn

ton, Pugh, Pearce, and Hunnicutt, J. M. Pitchford had been added

as principal of the preparatory department and W. H. Hartvvell as

professor of music.
United States senator A. G. Brown, formerly governor of the

state, delivered the commencement address, July 18, 1859. Brown's

speech on "Southern Education" reiterated the widespread concern

over the practice of sending youths to northern schools, and the use

of anti-slavery textbooks. In paying tribute to Thornton's An Inquiry

Into Slavery (1841), described as an "able and instructive work," 60

Brown pointed out the remedy for these evils:

It is easy, convenient, and natural. Let us have our own schools, academies,

colleges, and universities. Let us rear and educate our own teachers, and

above all, let us prepare and publish our own school books.01

Acknowledgment was also made of Thornton's personal qualities:

The people of this community, the people of Mississippi, the friends of

Southern education everywhere, owe him a great debt of gratitude they can

never fully repay ... for he is and has been the friend of Southern education.

In the schoolroom he has taught your children how to live, and in the

sacred desk he has taught them how to die. May the evening of his days be

gilded with a little of that resplendent glory which awaits him in another

and better world.02

As it tourned out, that was Thornton's last commencement; he

died early in 1860, in his sixty-fifth year. Thornton, like the Baptist's

William C. Crane (president of Semple-Broaddus College) 63 and
Education."

01 Ibid.
02 Ibid.
os David P. Smiley, "William Carey

Crane, Professor of Old Mississippi,"

Journal of Mississippi History, 12, 1950,

pp. 100-115.
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the Presbyterian Jeren1iah C. Chamberlain (Oakland College) ,64

perhaps represented the peak of Methodist effort, influence, and
achievelnent in the field of higher education in ante-bellum Mis-. . .
SlSSlPPl.

The Sharon Female College also enjoyed prosperity in the 1850's.
President Echols resigned and the school was placed under the care
of Ann Shrock for the 1854-1855 session. She was succeeded by
J. W. Shelton, a graduate of Randolph-Macon College, land he, in
turn, by Samuel F. Gard who, vv-ith a faculty composed of J. F.
Matthews, G. C. Stone, and Misses McCalmont and Talliant, had
charge of the school until 1861. During this period the school con
tinued on a successful course, averaging 60 to 70 students per term,
including several from neighboring states.

Post War Years

The decade of the 1860's was a period of decline for the two
schools at Sharon. J. M. Pugh was elected president of Madison
College to fill the vacancy created by the death of Thornton, but
he left at the end of the term to become professor of mathematics
at Centenary. H. W. Pearce was then named president for the
1860-1861 session. At Sharon Female College, President Gard, who
had resigned to take the presidency of LeGrange Female College,
was followed by W. L. C. Hunnicutt. President Hunnicutt soon
departed to become a Confederate chaplain. G5

During the war years the forn1erly flourishing college town of
Sharon languished. Prosperity carne to a halt; the population was
heavily depleted by the cirCUlnstances of the war, and most of the
stores and shops closed. For almost a decade after 1865 the two
schools tried to regain their momentum. Sharon Felnale College re
opened its doors for the 1865-1866 session, and announced a faculty
consisting of Salnuel D. Akin, president and professor of sciences;
Sallie A. Kincheloe, professor of English and literatur,e; Hattie Wil
liamson, monitress; W. Emery, professor of music; Jennie Stephens,
principal of the prilnary and preparatory departn1ents; and Mrs.
Mary Akin, governess.

Prospective students-or Inore accurately speaking, their parents
-were assured there "are only one or two institutions in the United
States with a more cOlnprehensive course than in the English de
partment." GG "The course is as full and cOlnprehensive as that of
any institution in the South." 67

Young ladies meeting the requiren1.ents in three languages-it \vas

(l.{ Frank A. Montgomery, Reminis
cences of a Mississippian in Peace and
War. Cincinnati: Clarke, 1901, p. 6; J. R.
Hutchinson, Reminiscences, Sketches, Ad
dresses. Houston: Cushing, 1854, pp. 33-

36.
or. M °t 56ayes, op. Cl ., p. .
00 Catalog of the Students and Faculty

of Sharon Female College, 1856-66.
<17 Ibid.
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announced that five languages, Latin, French, Greek, German, and

Spanish, would be taught-would receive the Mistress of Arts

degree. The trustees advised that while "only thirty-eight names are

to be found among its graduates, hundreds of others have almost

reached the point of graduation, but as their teachers could not

fully endorse their thoroughness, they \\Tere not allowed to receive

the degree of Mistress of English Literature." 68

The expressed objective of the educational program was "to have

thorough scholars in the solid branches of education, while the

ornamental part is not left out or ignored." 69 Parents were assured

that boarders were under the "strict control of the president and

his lady." 70 and that regulations are "believed sufficiently strict for

the good of the pupils, while every liberty is allowed that is not in

some V\ray incompatible with the best development of a true lady

and scholar." 71 To this end, "young ladies cannot be permitted to

receive attentions of gentlemen, as this has always proven wholly

subversive of the very ends sought to be attained by college

discipline, and insubordination of this request will result in dis

missal." 72

Enrolment for the 1865-1866 session was 94. Twenty-eight and 17

were entered in the primary and preparatory departments, respec

tively, while the college proper had one senior, three juniors, 26

sophomores, and 19 freshmen. Most of the students were from Madi

son County; there was one from New Orleans, the sole representa

tive from outside the state.73

Patty Cross, a Sharon resident and later instructor in instrumental

music and embroidery, was the only 1866 graduate. The 1866-1867

session closed by granting the degree of Mistress of English Litera

ture to four gra.duates and the M.A. degree to twO. 74 Due to the

health of his ,vife, President Akin resigned at the end of the term

and moved to Texas. VV. L. C. Hunnicutt succeeded him as president.

Madison College reopened in 1866 with IIarvey Johnson as presi

dent. The following year he went as president of Whitworth College,

and Hunnicutt took his place. At that time Charles B. GallowaY,75

who later became the youngest luan ever elected a Methodist

08 Ibid.
00 Ibid.
70 Ibid.
71 Ibid.
72 Ibid.
78 Ibid.
74 Cain, Methodism in the Mississippi

Conference, pp. 416-17, 436, 456.

7G Charles B. Galloway was born in

Kosciusko, Mississippi, in 1849, and was

reared in Canton, Mississippi. Licensed

to preach a few weeks after his gradua

tion from the University of Mississippi, he

rapidly rose in the ministry and filled

some of the strongest pastorates in the

Mississippi Conference at a young age.

He was elected bishop in 1886. Detailed

sketches of his life may be found in

Goodspeed's Biographical and Historical

Memoirs of Mississippi, pp. 168-178;

Who's Who in America (1901-1902), p.

412.
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bishop,7fJ was a member of the faculty. Both Madison College and
Sharon Female College, though separate bodies, were again under
the administration of the same president.

In 1870 Hunnicutt was replaced by J. M. Pugh. President Pugh,
in turn, resigned in July because of ill health, and Hunnicutt was
again elected president. In 1871 the two schools returned to separate
management with Pugh becoming president of Sharon College and
Hunnicutt remaining at the head of Madison College. Madison had
no young men to graduate that year; Sharon graduated five young
ladies.77

Madison College ceased operations in 1873. Three young women
were awarded degrees at Sharon. In July, following the commence
ment, Pugh resigned to accept the presidency of Marvin College
in Texas. The school then came briefly under the direction of W. S.
Wingfield, a local preacher. But it too had run its course, and in
the following year, 1874, Sharon Female College closed its doors
not to reopen. John G. Jones wrote in tribute to its legacy:

In the more than thirty years of its existence many fine scholars, both
male and female, have been made there; and in numerous revivals in the
schools and Sharon church, scores of pupils . . . have been converted. In
the cemetery adjoining the church repose the graves of some of the finest
Christian men and women. 7

8

In accordance with the charter, the property of both colleges
reverted to the state and the buildings were occupied by the public
school for the remainder of the century. Later the pupils of the
community were transferred to the Farmhaven Consolidated School.
Only the rock walled cistern, advertised as one of Sharon Female
College's advantages because it "supplies the best of cistern water
during the year," 7D remains to mark the site of the institution. The
campus of Madison College, about a mile away, is marked by a
dwelling constructed of bricks from the old classroom building,
and bricks from its walks and buildings abound in the pasture
which once was its campus.

Sharon is now only a country crossroads; nothing remains to
indicate that it was once a flourishing college town, the orientation
point for an elevated and congenial society. The Methodist church
stands as a sentinel over the graveyard, and honeysuckle climbs
its wrought iron fence to shade the resting place of many who knew
and were known in Sharon as it was in ante-bellulTI days. The town
itself became the victim of the same conditions which closed the
colleges: destruction of property values by the Civil War, disruption
of the earlier form of social organization, and the increasing domi-

7'J Robert Lowry and William H. Mc
Cardle, A History of Mississippi. Jackson:
Henry Company, 1891.

77 W. B. Jones, op. cit., p. 28.

7R J. G. Jones, op. cit., p. 473.
70 Catalog of Sharon Female College,

1843-44.
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nance of Canton, the county seat, which was advantageously lo
cated on the railroad constructed in the 1850's.

The forty-year period during which Sharon and Madison Colleges
flourished in Sharon, IVIississippi, has been largely forgotten, but it
constitutes an important part of the legacy of Methodism in the
young Old Southwest.




