
News in Brief 

Bicentennial of American Methodism 

Methodist Information, Arthur West, Director, has prepared 
news releases with photographs of Methodism's twelve national 
shrines. As this is written, these news releases are being sent to the 
various news media of The Methodist Church. 

The Lovely Lane Methodist Museum in Baltimore has printed on 
a post card the painting which shows the ordination of Francis 
Asbury in the first Lovely Lane Church in 1784. This picture post 
card will be available to persons who visit the Museum. 

Two of the twelve shrines of Methodism are dwelling houses 
owned by families who live in them today. The Annual Conferences 
in which these shrines are located would like to own the houses 
if possible. Recently the owner of the Edward Cox house near Bluff 
City, Tennessee, let it be known that he would be willing to sell 
the house and a small tract of ground at what the Holston Confer- 
ence Historical Society considers a reasonable price-$8,000. E. E. 
Wiley, Jr., the Society president, announced at the meeting of the 
Southeastern Jurisdictional Historical Association that with the 
encouragement of Bishop H. Ellis Finger, the Methodists in the 
Holston Conference will endeavor to raise the money and purchase 
the house. 

Jurfsdictional Association Meetings 
The North Central Jurisdictional Historical Association held its 

annual meeting at Dakota Wesleyan College, Mitchell, South 
Dakota, July 6 to 8. About 50 delegates from the various Annual 
Conferences of the Jurisdiction were present. Those present had 
the privilege of going through the significant Museum of the Middle 
Border. Following the meeting, a number of the delegates took a 
three-day tour to Mount Rushmore and other places of interest in 
the region. Scott D. MacDonald is president. 

The Southeastern Jurisdictional Historical Association conducted 
its annual meeting at Lake Junaluska, July 15 and 16, with some 
75 persons present. Almost every Annual Conference in the Juris- 
diction was represented. The session was streamlined, so to speak, 
because the organization wished to conserve finances in order to 
be able to assist a large number from each Annual Conference to 
attend the Bicentennial Celebration at Baltimore next April. J, Man- 
ning Potts is president. 
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Executive Committee Meeting 

The Executive Committee of the Association of Methodist Histori- 
cal Societies met at Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, July 16-17, 
with twenty-five members and eighteen visitors present. Bishop 
Nall delivered an address on "Now That We Are 200 Years Old." 
Papers were read by Edwin Schell and Robert J. Bull, the one on 
"Financial Support for the Bishops in Early American Methodism," 
and the other on "Digging in the Attics of America." 

Miss Elizabeth Royer reported that considerable progress has 
been made on the Union Card Catalog project. The Methodist col- 
lections at Emory, Garrett, Southern Methodist, Duke, the Upper 
Room Library, and the World Methodist Building have been filmed, 
and as funds become available the xeroxed cards will be prepared 
and an editor will be employed to assemble the catalog files. Space 
for the catalog has been provided in The Upper Room facilities at 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

The Committee adopted a design for  a grave marker for Methodist 
ministers. The drawing shows the circuit rider and bears the quota- 
tion from the John and Charles Wesley plaque in Westminster 
Abbey. 

Lee F. Tuttle reported that the Miniature Shrines Project to be 
set up near the World Methodist Building will be completed by the 
summer of 1966. The Lake Junaluska Assembly has given the World 
Methodist Council a deed for two additional acres of land for the 
miniature replicas. 

The draft of the section on the Commission on Archives and His- 
tory to be included in the Discipline of the proposed United 
Methodist Church was discussed, and it was agreed that John Hoon, 
Lester Welliver, Albea Godbold, and John Ness would perfect 
the paper. 

The possibility of establishing a Methodist Heritage Book Club 
was considered. The club, if organized, would publish new manu- 
scripts and bring out worthy Methodist books now out of print. 



Book Reviews 
Pearce. John: The Wesleys in Cornwall. Truro: D. Bradford Barton, 

1964. 172 pp. (25s. $3.50). 
The author is well qualified to edit this volume of extracts from the 

journals of John and Charles Wesley and John Nelson. John Pearce is 
a native of the area and has made a lifelong study of eighteenth century 
Cornwall. Although a prominent Anglican layman, he is Chairman of 
the Cornish Methodist Historical Association. He is descended from 
early Methodist Society Members, two of whom, his grandmother and 
great-grandmother, he mentions in the preface. 

It is significant that the invitation to undertake this volume was given 
by the Reverend Wilfred Wake, a member of the Executive Committee 
of the Methodist World Conference and formerly Chairman of the 
Cornwall Methodist District. 

The author has made a careful selection of excerpts from the journals 
of the Wesleys and Nelson, covering their period of visits in Cornwall 
from 1743 to 1789, following a concise introduction which will permit the 
reader to begin at once with a good knowledge of the circumstances 
at hand. 

The author chooses excerpts from the journals and accompanies them 
I with good definitive notes. The story of the Wesleys in Cornwall well 

illustrates the extremities of England reached by their constant travels, 
for Cornwall is that narrow peninsula ending at Land's End, comprising 
the southwestern portion of England. 

The impact of the Wesleys on Cornwall is well documented here. 
"Wesley's fame is in all their churches and his influence pervades their 
civil life," the author states in the introduction, and to a degree, prob- 
ably surprising to most readers, "Cornwall has been moulded by Meth- 
odism." This is illustrated in one rather quaint but striking manner- 
Mr. Wesley had asked the Cornish people to refrain from taking sugar 
in their tea, as a protest against slavery, and the tradition remains to this 
day, "The Cornish do not take sugar in their tea." 

He met, however, the kind of opposition and petty spite so characteristic 
of other parts of England, and frequently encountered riots and harass- 
ment. One couplet was sung at the market place as Charles Wesley was 
going to Church one Sunday, "Charles Wesley is come to town to try 
if he can pull the churches down." Charles notes later that he preached 
in the street "the minister not being willing I should preach in the 
church." )C 

The brief excerpt of John Nelson's jouimey is a timely inclusion, illus- 
trating the extent of the sufferings early Methodist Preachers were 
willing to endure. Nelson tells of arriving at a Cornish village, wet to the 
skin from riding in a heavy rain. The people were so eager to hear him 
that he pulled off his wet clothes, was provided with dry garments, given 
a quick warm supper, and began at once to  preach. A congregation was 
assembled for him by seven o'clock the next morning. 

He drops one bit of levity showing John Wesley's capacity to laugh 
at his troubles. One night the men were sleeping on the floor-Wesley 
using his great coat for a pillow and Nelson, "Burkett's Notes on the 
New Testament." During the night, Wesley clapped Nelson on the side 
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saying "Brother Nelson, let us be of good cheer, I have one whole side 
yet for the skin is off but on one side." 

This book provides fascinating reading concerning a period in the 
Wesleys' lives which most people know little or nothing about, but, 
what is more important, it is inspiring as it relates the story of devotion 
under adversity to the Christ whom they loved. 

-Robert E. L. Bearden 
First Methodist Church 
Little Rock, Arkansas 

Perkins, E. Benson, M.A., LL.D.: So Appointed. The Epworth Press, 
London, 1964. 204 pp. (Zls, $2.80). 

This important volume is the autobiography of one of the notable 
ministers of the British Methodist Church and a leader in World Meth- 
odism. Dr. Perkins has served important pastorates which include two 
of the largest Central Halls, those at Sheffield and Birmingham, chairman 
of two districts, and President of the British Conference. He has also 
been the Executive Officer of the connectional Department of Christian 
Citizenship and Church Building or Chapel Affairs. 

The last named was a position of unusual importance since it involved 
the rebuilding, repairing, and in some cases relocating the more than 
three thousand churches destroyed or  damaged during the Second 
World War. Dealing with governmental agencies was necessary and 
the task could only be handled by a person of recognized standing. It 
was at first thought that around $750,000 would be needed but in the 
end the sum raised was approximately $1,500,000. Dr. Perkins was Presi- 
dent of the Conference when the Rebuilding Fund was raised. 

In 1951 he became one of the two Secretaries of the World Methodist 
Council, with responsibility for the eastern hemisphere. This position 
he held for ten years, when he became a Secretary Emeritus with 
membership on the Executive Committee. Pel-haps the most significant 
service he rendered during his active tenure was his cooperation in 
arranging the program for and promoting the Ninth World Methodist 
Conference held in 1956 at Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, probably 
the greatest Methodist world meeting ever held. His duties also involved 
meetings and travels in various parts of Europe, the United States, and 
Africa. During the period numerous distinctions came to him, including 
medals and the honorary degree of ,T?octor J of Laws. He was also reponsi- 
ble, in cooperation with his American colleague, in purchasing and re- 
storing the Epworth Old Rectory, home of the Wesleys, and in restoring 
the cottage home of Francis Asbury at West Bromwich, near Birmingham, 
England, and having it designated as a shrine by the Town Council. 

All these and numerous other activities of a long and distinguished 
career are set forth in detail in the author's autobiography. The result 
is a book of much significance to Methodists everywhere. 

-Elmer T. Clark 
Lake Junaluska, N. C. 




