
Notes 

I T may be assumed that we believe every article appearing in 
Methodist History is of sufficient interest or  importance to merit 

publication. Some papers will have a popular interest or  appeal. 
Others are significant because they represent scholarly research that 
is important for the preservation of the history of Methodism. 

The first article in this issue is a summary of the causes of Meth- 
odist disunion in America, together with an account of the slow 
processes that finally led to unification in 1939. This article will be 
good background reading for Methodists genlerally who are asking 
what may be expected at the General Conference next April. 

The paper on John Wesley's views of ordination and the ministry 
may furnish new insights for readers. Persons interested in this 
subject would do well to read also the article by E. xerbert Nygren, 
"John Wesley's Changing Concept of the Ministry," in Religion and 
Life, Volume X X X I  (Spring 1962) pages 264-274. A Sterling Ward's 
careful anlalysis of the contents of the St .  Louis Christian Advocate, 
1851-1854, makes interesting reading and it gives us an understand- 
ing of the role of the church periodical a century ago. 

To some readers the bare statistical facts about Methodist 
Traveling Preachers in America before 1800 may not hold much 
interest. But any Methodist librarian or historian knows that there 
are frequent inquiries for biographical data concerning deceased 
Methodist preachers. We believe it is well to have in print the rec- 
ords of all M,ethodist ministers. 

The  John Evans House in Maryland 

The John Evans House, Carroll County, Maryland, was for 65 
years the home of the first Methodist convert in America. This house, 
near Westrninster on Maryland Route 407, was a regular Methodist 
preaching place from 1768 to 1809. The Baltimore Conference owns 
and maintains the house. Recently Wesley Methodist Church, 
Hampstead, Maryland, donated and installed furnishings for one 
room at the two-century-old house. 

The  Wesley Works  Project 

There has never been a complete and critical edition of the writ- 
ings of John Wesley. Perhaps it is now generally known in Meth- 
odist historical circles that four American Methodist universities- 
Duke, Southern Methodist, Drew, and Emory-are sponsoring a 
definitive edition of Wesley's works. Serious students need such an 
edition of Wesley's writings, but in the nature of the case many who 
do not profess to be scholars will also be interested and benefited by 
this valuable enterprise. 
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The institutions named have set up an editorial board, and work 
on the project has begun. Dr. Albert C. Outler of Perkins School 
of Theology is the executive editor; he is being assisted by several 
associate leditom. 

Dr. Frank Baker of Duke, one of the associate editors, has sent 
out a letter indicating that he is responsible for developing the 
Bibliography which will be issued as one volume in the series of 
some thirty which will comprise this edition of Wlesley's Works. 
Dr. Baker is inviting institutions and individuals who have docu- 
ments written by John  or Charles Wesley to supply him with a 
list of the titles. 

It is hoped that one or more volumes in the Wesley Works will 
come from the press in two or three years, but it will take nearly 
a deoade to complete the entire project. 

Methodist Guidebook With Maps 
The Executive Committee of the Association of Methodist His- 

torical Societiles decided that as a part of the celebration of the Bi- 
centennial of American Methodism we should issue a Methodist 
Guidebook with Maps. We are at work on the project. Capable and 
informed persons in various parts of the country are kindly 
assisting by supplying information concerning Methodist shrines 
and landmarks. We hope to prepare a little book which will b'e help- 
ful to people who wish to visit sites, buildings, institutions, etc. 
which are significant historically in the founding and growth of 
American Methodism. 

Book Reviews 
Most publications comparable to Methodist History print some 

book reviews in each edition. It is our purpose in the future to carry 
reviews of new books whose subject matter deals with Methodist 
history. 

Jacob Sirnpson Payton 

Dr. Jacob Simpson Payton died at his home in Falls Church, Vir- 
ginia, on October 4, 1963. Dr. Peyton was long a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Association of Methodist Historical 
Societies. He knew what was important in Methodist history and 
was genuinely interested in preserving it. Dr. .Payton was a writer 
of note. In other years he served as the Washington correspondent 
for the Christian Advocate. 




