
Glimpses of Our History Found in the 
St. Louis Christian Advocate of 1851-1854 

By A. Sterling Ward ' 

HE St. Louis Christian Advocate began publication August 
21, 1851. It was preceded by several earlier Methodist publica- 

tions. The first official Advocate began in New York in 1826 but 
even this was preceded by Zions Herald in Boston, The  Missionary 
Journal in Charleston, South Carolina, and the Western Christian 
Monitor in Chillicothe, Ohio, as early as 1816. Other Advocates 
which antedated the one in St. Louis were the Western Christian 
Advocate (Cincinnati, 1834), the Nashville Christian Advocate 
(1839), the North,ern CJtristian Advocate (Syr,acuse, N.  Y., 1844) 
and the Pittsburgh Christiun Advocate (1844). There were prob- 
ably others. 

The St .  Louis Advocate carried this on its first masthead: "Pub- 
lished for the M. E. Church, South by V. Patton, J. Lannius, J. 
Boyle, J. Mitchell, and F. A. Morris. B. T. Kavanaugh, Editor Pro  
Tern." These were prominent ministers who comprised the Publica- 
tions Committee representing the Missouri and St. Louis Annual 
Conferences. D. R. McAnally, a leading preacher of the Holston 
Conference, had been secured as editor but he had not arrived. 
B. T. Kavanaugh, a medical doctor in St. Louis, was selected to edit 
the paper until McAnally appeared. 

The Advocate, in those early years, had four large pages in news- 
paper format. It was published weekly with an annual subscription 
price of $2.00. There were usually three or four columns of adver- 
tising, much of it for patent medicines. (One steady advertiser was 
Ayers Cherry Pectoral "for the cure of colds, coughs, hoarseness, 
bronchitis, whooping-cough, croup, asthma and consumption." An- 
other was Mortimore's Celebrated Rheumatic Compound and Blood 
Purifier.) Twenty-four hundred copies of each issue were made at 
a weekly cost of $63.15 for paper, printing and mailing? This was a 
large undertaking for a frontier state with only about 25,000 Meth- 
odists. 

' Director of Field Relations and Professor of Church Administration, St. Paul 
School of Theology Methodist, and Chairman of the Area Committee directing the 
writing of the History of Methodism in Missouri, soon to be completed. 

All footnotes refer to the St. Louis Christian Advocate, and for sake of brevity, are 
listed only by volume and page. The date of the issue can be figured from this if it 
is remembered that each volume consisted of the 52 issues in a year, with 208 pages 
(four pages to the issue). Volume I began August 21, 1851. 

'11, 80. 
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McAnally did not arrive until December 1851. By that time Dr. 
Kavanaugh had come to like his temporary job as editor and did 
not want to relinquish it, but this difficulty was settled and Mc- 
Anally took charge December 25,1851, thus beginning what proved 
to be a long and influential editorship? - 

Because newspapers were scarce in pioneer Missouri and money 
with which to buy them difficult to come by, the Advocate served 
both as a general and a religious paper. Its many news items and 
articles of a general nature must have been a powerfully broaden- 
ing influence in many a frontier home. Each issue listed the St. 
Louis wholesale prices. (Coffee was 9 to 9% cents per pound, eggs 
were 9 to 9% cents per dozen in August 1851.) National and world 
news was included. The President's "State of the Union" message 
was given in full, and reports of cabinet members as well as the 
affairs of congress were published.6 (We learn that $7,898,775 was 
requested as the annual budget for the War De~ar tment . )~  There 
were agricultural and health items. (Tomatoes, not used much 
previously, are recommended as a good food with medicinal 
values; 7 sweet olive oil is a "sure cure" for rattlesnake bite.*) 
There was a long series of articles on "The Interior of China," an- 
other on "The Interior Valley of America," and many articles on 
Texas and California. The annexation of the Sandwich Islands was 
urged? The content of the paper was not always solemn. The 
editor told why the first day of Adam's life was the longest ever 
known. (Because it had no Eve!) lo Once while admonishing the 
preachers to use discretion, the editor told of the time he attacked 
a den of skunks and succeeded in killing six of the seven there, but 
"there was an odor about the matter that satisfied us we had accom- 
plished no great feat at all." l1 

The Advocate furnishes insights into the nature and condition of 
Methodism in Missouri. The picture we get of Methodism in 1851- 
1854 is largely that of transition. Methodism had entered Missouri 
only 45 years before when the state was a part of the rugged 
American frontier. In 1851, the church was still expanding rapidly 
as new communities sprang up ever westward, but in the more 
settled areas of Missouri it was becoming so well established that 
fine churches were being erected, many schools.were being founded, 
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large circuits were being broken up into smaller ones, and long- 
used forms such as the class meeting and camp meeting were begin- 
ning to lose their appeal. As Methodists becamle prosperous there 
was a tendency to depart from the former austere simplicity. There 
was complaint about women wearing jewelry,l2 of preachers 
smoking.13 Some Methodists were evlen using liquor. An editorial 
said that, although Methodism had opposed "ardent spirits" ever 
since Wesley, "we have been informed and believe, many p-ofessed 
Methodists, in this city and elsewhere, keep spirituous liquors, and 
wines particularly, about their houses-use them as a common 
beverage-hand them to their friends who call, . . . thus give 'aid 
and comfort to the enemy.' " 14 Some people no longer wanted to 
kneel for pr~ayer in th'e church.15 - 

There was even a call for "old fashioned" preachers. One writer 
complained about "modern Methodism" and asked, "Where is the 
circuit rider? Where is the old-fashioned Methodist preacher? . . . - 
'Kids and canes and wiskered cheeks' are not the only signs of 
'modernization' that are visible in Methodist preachers. " 1 6  Preach- 
ing was contrasted with that of an earlier day. An article on "Mod- 
ern Methodist Preaching" commented, "The sermons of the present 
race of Methodist preachers, it is said, are too elaborate and scholas- 
tic, and deficient in the point, simplicity and strength, which dis- 
tinguished the short but telling exhortations of their forebears." l7 
Another writer spoke of a demand for shorter sermons.18 

Several writers tell of neglect of and poor attendance at class 
meetings,l9 and while evangelism was still considered the basic 
function of the church, there are indications that revivals were not 
in favor everywhere. One writer discussed excuses made to show 
that it is not a good time for a "protracted meeting,'' listing a dif- 
ferent excuse for each month of the ~ea r .~O  (The protracted meet- 
ings were frequently associated with quarterly meetings which were 
normally two days of preaching. When they were extended for a 
longer period they thus became "protracted.") Camp meetings were 
still widlely used and were frequently connected with the fourth 
quarterly meeting since it came during the summer months, but 
there is evidence that certain abuses had 'interfered with their use- 
fulness. Andrew Monroe, long a leader of the Missouri Conflerence, 
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favored camp meetings, but he was concerned about these abuses. 
In July 1852 he published a letter on the subject, now that "the 
season approaches for holding them." 21 Among the abuses 
which he said were "the means of ruin of the camp meeting" was 
the practice of many people to attend without making any provi- 
sion for food. They "sponged" on the others. On the other hand, 

L c some made too lavish entertainment. It was too expensive and 
troublesome," he said. He insisted that every camp meeting should 
have ;a set of rules against such abuses and "all who attend . . . 
should always expect to be subject to such rules as may be agreed 1 
upon." The next year he reported an unusually good camp meeting 
on the Monticello Circuit. He said that "good order" prevailed and 
that the people were "too well raised to sponge on the tent-holders." 
Monroe said hucksters were not allowed. (They had bothered some 
meetings with their selling.)22 In spite of these abuses many suc- 
cessful camp meetings were reported. There was one at  Bethel 
Camp Ground in Howard County,23 and another five miles east 
of Brunswick (a joint affair between Brunswick Station and the 
Keytesville Circuit) .24 Others mentioned wer~e at Hydesburg (with 
indication that there had been one there for a long time), Brick 
Chapel (now Midway), Paris, Huntsville, Otter Creek and Monroe 
Chapel on the Paris Circuit, Plattsburg, Milan, Mt. Zion (on Milan 
Circuit) and Thrasher's Chapel (between Hannibal and Palmyra) . 
The Thrasher's Chapel camp meeting was reported by Enoch M. 
Mlarvin (later bishop) who said that it was a good one with "about 
eighty conversions, and they were conversions after the old style, 

- 

preceded by pungent conviction and attended by the clearest evi- 
dence. 25 

While camp meetings were popular in the summer, revivals were 
held all through the year. Many issues of the Advocate had a sec- 
tion called "Revival Intelligence" in which successful meetings were 
reported. Some of these protracted meetings were union affairs. 
One such was at Winchester in Clark County. The pastor, James 
Smith, wrote that he was assisted by LLBrother Sexsmith of the 
Protestant Mlethodist, and Dr. S. C. Rubey, of the Cumberland Pres- 
byterian Churches. . . . How good and how pleasant it was for 
brethren to dwell together in unity." 2G In February 1854 there was 
a union revival in westport with 105 conversions in which the 
Methodists, Baptists and Cumberland Presbyterians cooperated.27 
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However, the very fact that cooperative revivals are given special 
notice seems to indicate that they were relatively infrequent. 

Evidently some preachers felt the need for greater depth in the 
evangelism of the time. How modern Andrew Monroe sounds 
when he says, "A revival which furnishes a list of names, but does 
not fill the classroom, nor increase the prayer meeting, is not likely 
to be of any lasting benefit." 2* 

As communities becam'e more stable, the people more prosperous, 
and the churches more substantial, there is evidence that the large 
circuits began to break up. A historical article, describing condi- 
tions as they existed in 1820, said that at that time "24 appointments 
was considered as a quite moderate four weeks' circuit. " 29 This 
involved about 300 miles of travel each round. "Many were half as 
large again" with sometimes 30 to 40 appointments in a four weeks' 
circuit, requiring two appointments a day, but by 1851 many circuits 
were much smaller. An editorial laments this trend in which the 
circuits were broken "into little patches until a two, three or four 
weeks' circuit has no more than 4, 8 or  1 0  appointments." 30 The 
editor said this "prevails to a considerable extent, in parts of Mis- 
souri." He blamed this on the people wanting services only on Sun- 
days. Formerly they would quit work and attend services whenlever 
the circuit rider Game around. The editor advocated big circuits 
with two men assigned to each. (This forrnerly had been customary.) 
He said, "We have yet to be convinced that our church, as a gen- 
eral thing, gains anything by cutting down our circuits to  some 10 
or 15 appointments and sending only one preacher to each." 31 An- 
other time he contended that the scarcity of preachers was caused 
by this trend. "Our districts and circuits have b'een so cut up into 
mere patches, that many of our preachers have not half the work 
which they are able to perform." (Who said the "pastor's work 
load" was a new idea?) "Several circuits" have "only 5 to 8 or 1 0  
appointments each. . . . It is contended that the people will attend 
preaching only on the Sabbath." If this is true, so said the ehtor, 
they need to "be brought into a better frame of mind." 32 

Although the large circuits were breaking up, there were still 
very few stations. In 1854 only 8 of the 49 charges in the Missouri 
Conference were stations, and in the St. Louis Conference, only 9 
out of 64. The stations in the Missouri Conference were Colum- 
bia, Glasgow, Brunswick, Louisiana, Hannibal, Palmyra, Weston 
and St. Joseph.33 
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The period under consideration was a time of church building in 
Missouri Methodism. Previously most pr,eaching appointments were 
in homes and school houses, and this was probably still true of the 
majority of the preaching places, but in the Advocate we read sev- 
eral reports of church building. Also, there was a growing interest in 
providing parsonages. (Up to this time there had been very few 
parsonages, and it was many ye'ars later before district parsonages 
were provided.) Several articles emphasized the need for parson- 
ages.34 Huntsville reported raising money to purchase one.3"ong 
places announcing new church buildings were two on the Carrollton 
Circuit and one on the St. Joseph Circuit.30 The edifice which 
caused the most comment was the new church at G1,asgow. After its 
dedication in December 1851 it was described as "a magnificent - 

temple, which for years to come must be a stately, standing monu- 
ment to the taste, liberality and pious zeal of this community." 37 

This building was probably the best in the state a t  the time, and 
when we look at it today (for it is still in use) we also marvel that 
such a substantial building was begun only thirty years after the 
small log structure at ISJcKendree Chapel near Cape Girardeau 
(now one of the ten National Methodist Shrines) had elicited praise 
as the iinest west of the Mississippi. It is recorded that the Glasgow 
congregation, upon completion of the new church, gave their old 
one to the Negro Methodists. This was commended, and other 
"wealthy churches" were encouraged to do likewise.38 (At that 
time Glasgow was one of the important and wealthy towns along 
the Missouri River and the church was among the two or three 
strongest in the state.) 

After evangelism, education was the primary concern of Missouri 
Methodism in the 1850s. Several schools had already been estab- 
lished and the three-year period under consideration saw the be- 
dinning of several others, including the first steps toward the found- a 
ing of Centrlal College. In 1851 the St. Louis Conference reported 
three schools: Arcadia High School (157 students), Ebenezer High 
School (90 students) and Western Academy for Indians at Fort 
Leavenworth (more than 35 students) .30 Ebenezer was near Spring- 
field and had formerly been known as Southw1est Missouri High 
School. The next year Asbury High School was started by Asbury 
Church in St. Louis and Cave Springs Academy near Sarcoxie was 
founded.40 A little later Independence Female Seminary was 
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launched under the superintendency of a Methodist preacher and 
was taken "under the patronage of the church. '3 41 

a The Missouri Conference schools were St. Charles College, and 
Howard High School at Fayette. St. Charles College had been 
founded in 1835 as thle first Methodist school in Missouri, but by 
1851 it was in decline and little was recorded about it in the 
Aclvocate. Probably it was not in operation during part of this period 
(1851-54) since we find notice of a girls' school being conducted in 
the buildings.42 

Howard High School was a flourishing academy established in 
1845 by the Rev. William T. Lucky. In 1851 this school reported 
132 students in the male department and 118 in the female ("con- 
ducted entirely separately") with nine teachers. Its tuition charge 
was $12.50 for the six months' winter term. Good board and room, 
including laundry, cost $2.00 per week at the academy, but in pri- 
vate homes it could be "secured much ch'eaper. " 43 In 1852 Howard 
High School was listed as "under the patronage of the Missouri 
Annual Conference of the M. E. Church, South." 44 By 1853 it had 
grown to 338 students ("more than double that of any similar insti- 
tution in Missouri"). A new four-story girls' boarding house (40 
by 80 feet) capable of housing 100 boarders was erected. This build- 
ing was described as "superior to any building for the same purpose 
in the state. " 45 When, in 1854, Fayette was chosen as the location 
for the new college, it was intended that the Howard High School 
building would be used by the college, but it burned in February 
1854.4"Central College did take over the boys' department of 
the school while the girls' department continued separately and 
later became Howard-Payne College.) 

In 1853 there were reports of the Weston District's decision to 
start two high schools, and each district in the Conference was 
urged to start In March 1854 W. G. Caples, presiding elder, 
reported on the progress of the two Weston District schools. Wes- 
ton's building, under construction, was to be 90 x 50 feet, three- 
story, and would accommodate 400 to 500 scholars. Plattsburg's 
school was to be two-story, 80 x 40 feet, with room for 250 schol- 
a r ~ . ~ *  Also mentioned was the Glasgow Female Seminary, con- 
ducted by a Methodist preacher, and Cottage Lawn Female Semi- 
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nary at Savannah, but neither of these institutions was under 
church auspices.49 

The greatest educational interest of the period focused on the 
need for a central "first class" college. During 1851 many articles 
and letters appeared on the subject; some of the letters advocated 
various places as the best location for the proposed college.50 Both 
conferences approved the project at their 1852 sessions and set up 
an Educational Convention composed of the presiding elders and 
two laymen from each district, for the purpose of working out de- 
tails and choosing a location.51 This convention was held April 
13-15, 1853, in St. Louis ,and it selected Fayette as the location for 
the projected "college of the highest order." It was agreed that 
$100,000 would be raised for endowment, $50,000 of it to be secured 
before the college opened.52 Howard County was expected to raise 
$25,000 for the endowment, and anyone who would give $10,000 
could name the college.53 The donor of a certain amount for a schol- 
arship could select the person to receive it. Someone figured out 
that parents could "save money by taking a scholarship instead of 
paying tuition." 6 4  In 1853 each codlerence selected 15 curators for 
the new college. Their first meeting was scheduled for November 
14, 1853, at Fayette, but when that day arrived there was no 
quorum present. Some from the St. Louis Conference started but 
did not arrive in time for the meeting because their river boat was 
"brought up on a sand bar or two" on the ~ a y . 6 ~  Thus was Central 
College born. 

During this three-year period we see a remarkable rise in Sun- 
day schools. The 1852 St. Louis Conference reported only 39 "Sab- 
bath schools" with 2,288 scholars. By the next year, however, there 
were 65 schools and 5,018 scholars.56 During the same year Sunday 
schools in the Missouri Conference increased from 61 to 87, and 
the number of scholars rose from 2,581 to 3,739.57 One may wonder 
why there were so few Sunday schools in view of the fact that 
Methodists had "Sabbath schools" in America as early as 1786 and 
in 1790 the conference urged their organization. (Asbury's J o u m l  
was quoted as authority for this statement.)sfj The report of the 
Sabbath School Committee in 1853 dealt with this question. While 
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lamenting the scarcity of schools, the committee offered two reasons 
for the situation: (1) the lack of church buildings, with services 
being held in homes and schools, and (2) many schools were union 
enterprises, the statistics for which did not show in the conference 
report~.~o But now the churches were becoming increasingly aware 
of their responsibility for Sunday schools. Several articles appeared 
on the need for schools, their value, and how to make them effec- 
tive.OO A Sabbath School Association was organized in St. Louis. 
Its constitution began, "Believing Sabbath schools, when judi- 
ciously managed, to be highly promotive of good to the church and 
the world . . . 6 1  

By 1851 Missouri Methodists were also becoming interested in 
Missions, although Missouri was still partly missionary territory 
itself. Missionary work had begun as early as 1835 when Missouri 
preachers were appointed to work among the savages of Kansas. 
This work was still carried on but now the chief interest had shifted 
to California, Texas and China, to which the first foreign mission- 
aries had recently been sent. The Advocate carried many articles 
on the need in these fields. At one time there was la call for ten 
preachers for California.62 Another time there was an attempt to 
raise $1,000 quickly to send a Missouri preacher there? Each 
year the detailed report of the treasurer of the Conference Mission- 
ary Society was given, listing contributions by charges. The Mis- 
souri Conference gave $1,214.95 in 1851.64 This increased to 
$1,859.65 the next year. The charges contributed $1,345.90 and 
$348.75 was received as the offering during the "Missionary Anni- 
versary" at the conference session.66 (This Anniversary service was 
an important part of early conference sessions, with quite large 
collections or subscriptions.) In 1853 the Missouri Conference gave 
$2,304.70 for missions. The report shows that three charges gave 
over $100 each. They were Huntsville, Platte City and Monticello 
Circuits.66 By this timle clamp meetings were frequently used as 
occasions for missionary offerings. At one camp meeting $140 was 
collected for missi0ns.~7 

The Advocate sheds considerable light on the church finances 
of the period. Then as now the churches were having financial dif- 
ficulties. The suggested curie at that time was about the same as that 
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given today-the every member canvass. Every class leader or 
steward was urged to "inquire of each member what he or she is 
willing to pay per week, according to Mr. Wlesley's plan, for the 
support of the gospel . . . and write in the amount opposite his or 
her name in the class book . . . and to see that this amount is regu- 
larly collected." O8 (So the every member canvass dates back to 
John Wesley!) 

The day of the uniform salary of $80 for all pastors was past, but 
salari'es were still very low. In 1852 the 55 pastors and six presiding 
elders of the Missouri Conference received a total of $13,932.69 This 
averaged $228 per man. Only four charges paid more than $400. 
They were: St. Joseph Station $550, Brunswick and Hannibal Sta- 
tions $500 each, and Glasgow $530. Even so, the Missouri Confer- 
ence was ahead of the St. Louis Conference where the highest sal- 
ary was $328.70 The presiding elders received from $125 to $520. 
That same year the conference raised $445.75 for conference claim- 
ants and bishops. However, the preachers' pay was not as low as 
the above figures seem to indicate due to the fact that in addition 
to the salary (called "quIarteragefi) , most of the preachers received 
allowances for "house rent and table expenses" and also for "travel- 
ing expenses." In the St. Louis Conference these items were listed 
and in 1852 they amounted to about sixty percent as much as the 
salaries.70 Better pastoral support was urged by some, but the pas- 
tor at Glasgow wrote a long article against increasing the quarter- 
age, because: (1) an increase would "exceed the ability of many 
portions of our work to pay," and (2) the "danger of rlendering the 
ministerial office . . . desirable on account of the 'loaves and 
fishes.' " 71 (It could be significant that this Glosgow pastor was one 
of the highest paid men in the conference!) 

The church was becoming aware of social issules. Intemperance 
received by far the most attention. In most issues of the Advocate 
there was a section called "Temperance Items." There was a long 
series of articles on "The Evil Consequences of Intemperance." 72 

Both conferences had temperance committees which made annual - 
reports. "Temperance Revivals" were reported, and some attention 
was given to the organization known as "The Sons of Temperance," 
a fraternal society.73 I 

The slavery issue received some consideration in the Advocate, 
but not as much as one might expect. As a Southern Methodist pub- 
lication the paper touched lightly on the subject. Slavery was never 
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upheld, but the recent best-seller, Uncle Tom's Cabin, was attacked 
for giving a "distorted" picture of southern life? Abolitionists were 
condemned as instigators of the current turmoil.75 On th'e other 
hand, "mobocracy" was condemned when a preacher of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church was run out of Marion County because of his 
alleged Abolitionist activities.76 Moderation was urged in view of 
"the present violent conflict of political parties in the State." 77 

One aspect of the race question received lengthy consideration, 
viz., the colonization of Liberia. There were frequent notices from 
the Coloniz,ation Socilety about its activities, and appeals for its 
support. Preachers were requested to preach on the subject so as 
to arouse interest and raise funds? (The Missouri Colonization 
Society had sent out several emigrants to whom it gave free passage 
and subsistenoe for six months. The Liberian government was giv- 
ing each settler five acres of land or a town lot.) 79 

Although the Advocate shows that there was some cooperatioil 
between like-minded denominations, there are also indications of 
much religious conflict. The Roman Catholic Church was attacked 
often in articles with such titles as "Popery," "Cathalic Tyranny," 
and "The Jesuits." Catholic opposition to public education was 
noted and condemned.80 The current llarge influx of Germans into 

- 

St. Louis was lamented because "a great portion of them are 
Romanists, Socialists, Materialists, Deists or Atheists!" 81 Later, 
however, the editor was gratified by the success of the work of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church among the Germans. By 1852 there 
were four German Methodist Churches in St. Louis.82 The paper 
carried articles against Universalism and Spiritualism.83 There was 
some controversy with the Baptists over infant baptism, but not as 
much of it as one might expect in that period.84 

In addition to the insights we gain from the Advocate about Mis- 
souri Methodism in the 1850s, its pages also give consid'erable his- 
torical data about earlier times. The church was becoming suffi- 
ciently established to develop an interest in its antecedents. There 
were several historical articles. Among these were accounts by J. C. 
Berryrnan of his earlier work among the Kiclrapoo Indians in Kan- 
sas, an article, by John Scripps on early st. Louis Methodism, and 
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a long series on "Things as They Were" by one J. H. who had 
preached in St. Louis County in 1830. 

The article by Scripps, January 8, 1852, was probably reprinted 
from the Western  Christian Aclvocate. Scripps claims in his account 
to have been the first regular Methodist preacher in St. Louis. He 
preached there every third Sunday in 1817 while serving the Cold- 
water Circuit. "Our first meeting house," he said, "was then an 
old dilapidated log cabin, the only public building in the city, if we 
except the jail. . . . In 1824 we were stationed in St. Louis, at that 
time the only station in all our work, from the western half of 
Indiana. . . . We then had a small plain frame church, erected 
through the untiring efforts of Rev. J. Walker, by whose labors 
Methodism had first obtained substantial footing there. He com- 
menced operations in 1820, the first since we had left in 1817. He 
was persevering and successful." Scripps went on to  tell how in 
1824 he was appointed presiding elder of a district which "extended 
up the west side of the Mississippi to Palmyra and on both sides 
of the Missouri to Liberty, Clay County." 

In another article (April 29, 1552) Scripps is quoted as authority 
for the following data: The circuit of John Travis, first preacher 
appointed to Missouri (1806), was on the Meramec and St. John's 
Rivers. In 1807 Jesse Walker of the Illinois Circuit reported 220 
members including 20 at  Coldwater in Missouri. During the sum- 
mer of 1807 William McKendree, then presiding lelder, held three 
camp meetings in Missouri, but Scripps did not know the exact loca- 
tions. In 1811 Walker and Colbert had preached occasionally in St. 
Louis, "the first Methodist preaching ever sounded there, but the 
effects were evanescent." 

In one of the series on "Things as They Were" (Feb. 24, 1853) we 
find, "I understand . . . that the first Protestant preacher who visited 
Coldwater Settlement, or probably any part of the present state of 
Missouri, was th'e Rev. John Clark." Clark crossed over by night 
from Illinois (because of Spanish prohibition of Protestant services). 
"He sometimes extended his journeys back to the vicinity of Bon- 
Homme (at Point Labadde) and into the settlements bordering 
on the Mississippi above the Missouri. . . . This was the introduc- 
tion of Protestantism into Missouri. John Clark was possessed of 
good sense, an excellent education, and was, I believe, a Scotch- 
man by birth." Some of his converts became Methodists and some 
Baptists, but there was no contro~~ersy among them. This same 
article says that in 1807 John Travis' circuit "extended from Cape 
Girardeau on the south to Pike County on the north and extended 
west in most places from thirty to E t y  miles," embracing "all 
the settled part of the state." The next year the circuit was divided; 
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the Missouri Circuit embraced all north of the Missouri River, the 
Meramec Circuit all south of that River. 

Another of these historical articles (March 10, 1853) told about 
the hardships of the early preachers compared with "the luxuries 
of the present days." This was based on the account of John Coard 
on the Missouri Circ'uit. Food consisted of game or occasionally 
pork along with "hominary" bread-of coarse corn meal, made in 
hand mills or pounded, because mills were far apart. "The luxury 
of a 'dish' of tea was frequently provided 'for the preacher' by those 
who could afford it." All of the food and the coffee were cooked in 
the same skillet-a scarce item because costly. "His fare was often 
hard, very hard, the accommodations bad . . . but the people were 
kind, loved their preachers, gave them generally the best fare they 
could procure, although plain and simple." 

The next of these articles on "Things as They Were" (March 17, 
1853) told how the early circuit rider was seldom without books 
for sale, supplied by the presiding elder. The preacher furthered his 
own learning by reading the books before selling them. The writer 
indicates that this good practice was "much neglected at the present 
day" when books were ordered from the Depository which was just 
being established in St. Louis. 

Two weeks later this series told more about Jesse Walker's early 
work in St. Louis. A letter from Rev. J. M. Peck (Baptist?) was 
quoted. Peck met Walker on the ferry as he started to St. Louis in 
1820. Walker had a wagon locad of meal. When asked what he was 
going to do with it, he r'eplied, "I intend to eat my share, and turn 
the rest into coffee, meal and other fixens." Walker "was a fearless, 
persevering man. Where duty called he went, regardless of personal 
consequences; but he was at the s'ame time a quiet, plain, and un- 
obstrusive one, gentle and persuasive, kind and affable." 

Other brief items shed light on earlier days. In thle May 26, 1853, 
issue it was reported that of 55 preachers appointed in th'e Missouri 
Conference in 1823 only six were then alive and only two were still 
traveling. The writer added, "Faithful itinerant labor wears out the 
constitution of men." But such faithful labor produoed some remark- 
able results. For example, the number of Methodist churches in St. 
Louis increased from one to twelve during the 23 years between 
1830 and 1853 (to match a population growth from 6,000 in 1830 
to about 100,000 in 1853.) 

These glimpses into our history reveal that our forrefathers faced 
many of the same problems that concern us today, and in spite of the 
vastly different conditions of life in their time, they were essentially 
the same kind of people we are today. If there is any doubt about 
this it is suggested that Methodists ponder a letter written by 
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Andrew Monroe in the issue of the Advocate for March 24, 1853. 
Monroe, a presiding elder, found it necessary to break into print 
to explain certain appointments made at the preceding session of 
the lannual conference because "we learn that there is some com- 
plaint, and blame of course must be attached somewhere." 86 




