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INTER had struck Nova Scotia with its customary 
vengeance. The snow flew in blinding horizontal sheets be- 

fore the gale, obscuring the road. The rider, half frozen by the 
cold, laid the reins on the neck of his horse and trusted his faithful 
mount to find the way. To turn aside and founder among the drifts 
would have meant certain death for both man and beast. On through 
the blizzard plodded the horse until he stood beside the nearest 
house to be found in that white wilderness. With strength enough 
only to stumble through the door and throw himself exhausted upon 
a bed, the weary, benumbed traveler sank into unconsciousness. 
For nine hours he lay there insensible, having nearly forfeited his 
life by too great an enthusiasm for his Master's cause. 

The intrepid horseman was American Methodism's apostle to 
Nova Scotia, Freeborn Garrettson. 

He need not have faced such hardship as the down-East blizzard, 
for he was born, on August 15, 1752, near the mouth of the Sus- 
quehanna in Maryland, of wealthy parents. His grandfather, Garrett, 
had been one of Maryland's first settlers. Freeborn himself was 
afforded a good education, and at the age of twenty-one, when both 
his mother and father passed away, he came into a substantial in- 
heritance. The management of the household, comprising twenty 
servants, both white and Negro, was thrown upon his shoulders. 

Dissatisfied with his personal religious state, fostered by the 
Church of England, Gamettson was strongly influenced by such 
roving Methodist preachers as Robert Strawbridge, Daniel Ruff and 
Francis Asbury. After long inner agitation, in 1775, the young 
Marylander experienced a genuine Methodist conversion. On iin- 
pulse he freed his slaves, never before realizing the wrongness of 
slavery, and was seized by a passion to save souls. Asbury once 
wrote that Garrettson would let no man escape a religious lecture 
that came in his way. For a time, however, the new convert resisted 
the call to the ministry. But in 1776 he capitulated and became 
a traveling preacher in the Baltimore Conference. 

For nine years the energetic itinerant combed Maryland and 
neighboring states for converts to Methodism. Opposed to oatl~s and 
war for reasons of conscience, yet loyal in sentiment to the Aineri- 
can cause in the Revolutionary War, Freeborn refused to take 
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the oath of allegiance and was subjected to much physical violence. 
On one occasion he was beaten almost to  death by one of the 
magistrates of Queen Anne County. Once, too, he was imprisoned 
on suspicion of too much loyalty to King George. 

But when other Methodist preachers were going into retirement 
during the war, Garrettson was pursuing souls. Thomas Coke, ar- 
riving in this country in 1784, found the preacher "all meekness and 
love, yet all activity." That same year, Garrettson sped like an 
arrow throughout the South, summoning the Methodist itinerants 
to the historic Christmas Conference in Baltimore. 

From far-off Nova Scotia a Macedonian call for help came to  the 
Baltimore gathering. It was the voice of William Black, a York- 
shireman, who had been able to give British Methodism a toehold 
in that outpost. Following the Revolutionary War, a number of 
people, still pro-British, moved from the newly founded American 
republic to Nova Scotia. Among them were some of Methodist per- 
suasion, and these, with Black, strongly urged the preachers in 
Baltimore to send them Methodist missionaries to extend and ex- 
pand the work. Garrettson, being ordained at the Christmas Con- 
ference, and encouraged by Coke to volunteer, answered the call 
from the North. He was joined in the mission by James 0,. Crom- 
well, a fellow minister. 

In mid-February, 1785, Garrettson and Cromwell embarked 
from New York for Halifax. The former records in his journal 
that their small ship, heavily laden, beset by a violent storm, was 
almost driven under the water! For ten days, in that bitterly cold 
month, they were without a fire to warm them. But by God's good- 
ness they arrived safely at Halifax, being kindly received by a 
Mr. Marchington, a genuine friend of the Gospel. 

Garrettson began at once to build upon the foundation Black 
had laid. He preached at every opportunity and united a few 
serious persons in a class. Marchington secured a house, for ten 
dollars a month, which could hold about three hundred people. 
Soon it was filled to capacity at every meeting. To Coke, later, 
Garrettson reported that his congregation had been increasing 
ever since he came and that on Sabbath evenings many had to re- 
turn home because the house was filled. 

But opposition came with the initial success. One night stones were 
thrown by a hostile mob. One stone, nearly a pound in weight, 
was aimed at the missionary, but it missed its mark and crashed 
through two panes of glass near his head. To Coke he wrote that 
this was but trifling if he could but win souls to Jesus. 

The people to whom Garrettson preached were poor. They had 
no money for religious books. Garrettson told Coke he thought it 
would be necessary to supply them with free tracts. They could not 
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even support preachers. He urged Coke to  secure additional help 
for the mission, for, at  one point, he wrote, their preachers were 
without horses and had but four pounds apiece. In another year, 
he predicted, the people would be able to support the mission. 
- After tarrying in Halifax for a time, preaching six times a week 
and thrice on Sundays, Garrettson set out for a tour of the country. 
He preached constantly, visited from house to house, and formed 
societies with considerable success, in Windsor, Granville, Annap- 
olis, Digby, and other towns and villages. In one two-week period, 
though the snow was deep, he rode three hundred miles and 
preached twenty sermons, as he says in his journal, "with freedom." 

To Liverpool, Shelburne and adjacent villages, the mission 
spread. At Shelburne, starting with only sixteen in the society, 
Garrettson soon saw his congregation so increase that the small 
chapel in which they met would not suffice. One of the rectors of 
the local Church of England, seeing the eagerness of the people to 
hear such preaching, gave Garrettson the use of his own pulpit. 
With great success Freeborn preached from this pulpit for  some 
time until several members of the vestry, aroused by the large 
appeal of the Methodist's sermons, objected and exerted their 
authority. Garrettson silently withdrew from the church and im- 
mediately set about to enlarge his original "preaching place." In 
a span of six weeks he added one hundred and fifty members to 
the Shelburne society. 

But again, all was not unmitigated success. Garrettson records 
that he was stoned. Rotten eggs were thrown at him. Once, when 
he embarked for Liverpool, the captain of a man-of-war cried out: 
"Hail for the Methodist preacher!" Soon a gun was fired, obliging 
Garrettson's ship to lower sail. The preacher's trunk was examined, 
but he was dismissed with no other annoyance than some blasphe- 
mous oaths from thle slailors on the man-of-war. Garrettson sighed 
(in his journal): "Blessed be God, they had not the power to 
hurt me." 

In all seasons throughout the years, 1785-1787, Freeborn Garrett- 
son labored on for Methodism in Nova Scotia. He was never idle, 
preaching night and day. Often on foot, when it was not expedient 
to take a horse, with a knapsack on his back, he waded through 
marshes half-leg deep in mud and water, frequently satisfying his 
hunger with a piece of bread and some pork from his pack, drink- 
ing from a brook along the way, and resting his weary limbs at 
night on a bed of leaves. To all his hardship he could say: "Thanks 
be to God!" 

In one place his day's preaching order was: 8 .ANI, in a little 
chapel which held four hundred persons; 10 AM, at the poor 
house before about one hundred people; at noon, in the preaching 
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house; 4 PM, in a private house by the dock yard; and by candle- 
light, in the chapel. Little wonder that, through correspondence 
with Wesley, he so interested the founder of Methodism in the 
Nova Scotian mission that the latter insisted on having a copy of 
his journal of experiences! 

As Methodism spread in Nova Scotia, Garrettson continued to 
stress, to  Coke and Asbury, the pressing need for more preachers 
from America. There were never enough men for  the work! He 
even begged Wesley to send at least one preacher from England, 
since a number of people refused, through prejudice, to hear an 
American, though they would gladly listen to an Englishman. 
Wesley, in one of his replies, warned Garrettson not to advance 
so fast; not to break up more ground for Methodism than he could 
keep with the personnel available. Moreover, a Negro population 
of several thousand required a preacher. Garrettson asked Asbury 
what he thought of sending "Black Harry" in the following spring. 
Garrettson considered that it would be a most helpful move. And 
so it went. . . . 

The efforts of Garrettson and his co-preachers in Nova Scotia 
expanded the Methodist work there out of all proportion to  what 
anyone had anticipated. If this vast mission was to be handled 
competently, a systematic plan of organization was urgently needed. 
A conference, therefore, was planned for Halifax for the fall of 
1786. There the circuits were organized and reorganized and the 
available itinerants assigned to them. Garrettson's appointment to 
the Halifax circuit at this conference was of short duration. 

In the spring of 1787, Coke requested the missionary to return 
to Baltimore for  the conference session. A plan, initiated perhaps 
by Wesley, was underway to consecrate Garrettson as bishop or 
general superintendent of Methodism in the British North American 
provinces and the West Indies. Both Coke and Asbury had wi t t en  
urging Garrettson's acceptance. The Baltimore Conference of 
1787 was expected to make the action official. 

Whatever happened to the plan is a matter for historical con- 
jecture. It was never effected. Reacting unfavorably to  it at the 
outset, Garrettson nevertheless obediently returned to the States. 

The voyage was perilous and unpleasant. All the passengers were 
crowded into one cabin. Garrettson complained of their "foolish 
conversation." Yet, according to his journal, they submitted to 
family prayer both at night and in the morning, and to his preaching 
on Sunday. About mid-April, 1787, he arrived in Boston, traveled by 
coach to  Providence, then by ship to Newport and YorB, and even- 
tually to Baltimore. 

American Methodism's apostle to  Nova Scotia had completed a 
circuit. He died in New Yorlr on September 26, 1827. 




