
Unpublished Letters 

Bishop Francis Asbury 

The following fourteen Asbury letters were recently found in the 
Western Met hadist by Miss Elizabeth Hughey, librarian of the Methodist 
Publishing House. All of them were written to Thomas L. Douglass. 
Twelve of the letters are new ones not found in either the volume of 
Letters or those since published in World Pa~ish. Only parts of the other 
two letters were used in those publications. 

The letters have been put together with the introductions and notes - - 

by J. Manning Potts. 
Thomas L. Douglass, one of the outstanding preachers of early Meth- 

odism, was born in Person County, North Carolina, on July 8, 1781! 
He joined the Virginia Conference in 1801. He died in 1843 and was 
buried in Rest Haven Cemetery, Franklin, Tennessee. He was f i s t  ap- 
pointed to the Hanover and Williamsburg Circuit. He served Virginia 
Conference circuits, some in Virginia and some in North Carolina, until 
1807 when he became a presiding elder, serving the Salisbury, Yadkin, 
and James River Districts in order. In 1813 he was appointed to Richmond 
as the pastor of the First Church there. He was transferred to the Ten- 
nessee Conference in 1814 and became presiding elder of the Nashville 
District. In 1818 he was on the Nashville Circuit but from 1820-23 he 
was again presiding elder on the Nashville District. In 1824 he was con- 
ference missionary and superintendent of Indian Missions. However, 
in 1828 he was appointed to Franklin, Tennessee, and later in 1834-36, he 
was presiding elder again on the Nashville District. He was either su- 
pernumerary or superanuated for the years not mentioned above until 
his death. 

The letters appeared in the Western Methodist on January 10, 1834. 
Asbury is reporting on the conferences which had been held. There are 

,several interesting observations, one as to the end of the world which 
Wesley had said would take place in 1836, and Asbury says in 1808 
or 1809. Another interesting thing is Asbury's statement that the work 
began in America in 1769. He evidently refers here to the arrival of 
Joseph Pilmoor and Richard Boardman in that year. Douglass had a 
note on this letter about the reference Asbury makes to the Virginia 
Conference and how they voted against a delegated General Conference. 
New York had proposed this but in Virginia the idea was defeated. How- 
ever, the General Conference of 1808 set up the plan for a delegated 
General Conference. 
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To The Rev. Thomas L. Douglass 
Presiding Elder, Salisbury ~ i s t r i c t  [N.C.] 
[Virginia Conference] 

Little York [Pa.] 
July 30th, 1807 

My dear Son; 

Great grace be with thee in all thy ways and works. I was  leased 
to hear of and from you a few days past. I received your letter.- 
I wish, in a short letter, to crowd all the information 1 can. The Bal- 
timore, Philadelphia, New York and New England Conferences were 
held in great peace; the prospects in each are generally good, es- 
pecially the three former. The work is visible and glorious in the 
(New) York Conference. We have had great arrangements-that 
an effective government ought always to have. Increase; the New 
England Conference came short in numbers, they increase in labor- 
ers and work. Fourteen thousand increase of members, one hun- 
dred and three increase of preachers.-The winter has been long, 
a backward spring-the people have not been able to attend meet- 
ings. Our camp meetings prevail-the spirit of persecution is waked 
up all over the continent. Personal abuse, riots, fines, possibly im- 
prisonment and death.-all for  the best. Let the worldly people kick 
and bite; and fight, ye Methodists, that ye may not grow like them. 
Let the kingdom of Satan rage-his time is short-I have thought 
Mr. Wesley's calculations on Revelation 17th, what he says of 1836, 
will take place in 1808 or  1809-the last four years of the beast has 
been in operation, possibly, three years. I have made some calcu- 
lations. The work began in England in Methodism, in 1730-in 
America 1769.-The three kingdoms and West Indies and Nova 
Scotia will give them thirty millions of souls to operate among. In 
America only from two million, then to three, now possibly only 
about five or six millions in the United States. Numbers of mem- 
bers in the British empire of Methodists, 150,974; numbers in the 
American empire, including Canada, 144,590; number of traveling 
preachers in about nine thousand square miles in the three king- 
doms, 576; number of travelling preachers in the States, 22,000 
square miles, 536. We have been happy in sending out eleven mis- 
sionaries-nine at the Conferences, Philadelphia 4, and two more 
since to Lower Canada.-Three from York; two from New England 
Conference. These will take the exterior and interior, all unlocated 
lands by our circuits. By these heralds, thousands will hear the 
Gospel that would not hear it in our regular way. In Pennsylvania, 
the Germans will be visited in Dutch preaching-our discipline 
translated. Pray for us, but especially for our missionaries, as one 
of the greatest attempts we have ever made; these will go into every 
open door, lane, street, market house, any where, every where. I 
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calculate to leave Charleston the first Monday in January, to take 
the public road from Camden to Salisbury and Salem, and keep 
that as far as I can, Methodists or not. Possibly the Wednesday 
week after the first Monday, I may be in Salisbury, if successful in 
Salem. I have an excellent brother, Daniel Hitt, that travels with me 
by order of the Baltimore Conference, and at their expense; but 
shall be pleased with your company, as soon as you can come up.- 
As you are our scribe, you may let the Presiding Elder know the 
number of the two connections; I have not written the account be- 
fore. Do you think there was a letter without a name sent to Balti- 
more, put into the preacher's house, for all the preachers to see how 
the case of delegation was put to death in our Virginia Conference? 
I am expecting a memorial in substance of the address, to come be- 
fore the General Conference, rebellion, or whatever his wisdom 
will call it: it will be the memorial of the New York, New England, 
Western and Southern Conferences, that every member of the An- 
nual Conference might have liberty to vote by proxy of seven, 
in case of an election of superintendent or superintendents in Gen- 
eral Conferences. 

Still the same by grace, yours, 
F A-Y. 

Wes te rn  Methodist, January 10, 1834, page 42. 

Part of this letter has already been published in World Parish. It was 
found in Paine's, Life of William McKendree. Now the whole letter 
has come to light but not the original. Evidently Asbury was at Samuel 
Edney's in Buncombe County, North Carolina. However, the Journal does 
not say so. He says there, "Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, Novem- 
ber 1,2,3, I rested, read and preached but once." The Letters often throw 
light on the Journal. In the letter Asbury refers to the fight at the Gen- 
eral Conference over the episcopacy but he felt that his side came out 
well. Again he is afflicted in several ways and is on crutches. He has 
,been in camp meetings. Once more he is talking about the end of the 
world and the triumph of Bonaparte in France. The note refers to Bishop 
McKendree. 

Edneys, Buncomb, [N.C.] 
Nov. 2d, 1808 

The Rev. Thomas Logan Douglass 
Presiding Elder, Yadkin District 
[Virginia Conference]' 

My dearly beloved in the Lord, 

Great grace be multiplied to thee in Jesus our Lord. On our 
General Conference you have heard, after the rubbish of a Protes- 
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tant Episcopacy. Local and conferential was done away-we came 
out well on that subject. I am late returned from a journey of sixteen 
hundred miles, since Baltimore General Conference. I have been 
most seriously aficted in my throat, knees and feet, brought on by 
powerful conference and travelling exertions. To cross the Alle- 
ghany mountains, between sixty and seventy miles, in twenty hours 
in great heat, and drinking, possibly, cold water. I had to set down 
and teach the people and walk with crutches. I concluded I should 
not be able to labor long. I am far more restored than I could have 
expected in so short a time. [PROSPECTS IN THE WEST, exceed- 
ing great. If we are correct, three thousand four hundred thirty- 
seven increase. Eighty-four preachers stationed. Seven districts- 
two of them new. We have a tract of country superior to the thir- 
teen United States, now under the oversight of the Western Con- 
ference.ll Camp meetings still prevail. I attended three in the new 
State. Numbers converted, like what has obtained in Georgia, South 
and North Carolina the present year. I have seen Daniel Asbury and 
your letter. The work revives in the north. I am waiting to receive 
glorious accounts at Camden. This year will close with great un- 
coverings of the arm of the Lord; and the next, whosoever may 
see it, the most glorious that America or the world ever knew. The 
face of things in Europe is serious. I am now confirmed in my opin- 
ion taken from John Wesley, Revelation, chapter xvii, of the Beast 
that was to ascend out of the bottomless pit, and be finally over- 
thrown in four years.-Eighteen hundred and four, September 2d, 
the Emperor was crowned; he has made ten Kingdoms or Kings: - 
France one, Spain two, Portugal three, Italy four, Holland five, 
Poland six, Bavaria seven, Westphalia eight, Etruia nine, Switzer- 
land ten. If the kingdoms are not established, the kings have been 
made-they may reign their hour! ! ! Oh brother, a present, a full sal- 
vation! I have thought we should be called to martyrdom in Ameri- 
ca. Dougherty hardly escaped. Whatcoat, the immortal Whatcoat, 
died a martyr to the Episcopacy, by his great labors under such an 
awful disease. I need not say how much I was disappointed in not 
seeing you at General Conference, and how much I love you in the 
Lord Jesus. I am, 

I? A-Y. 

[Since Conference, brother Bishop M'Kendree has travelled, I pre- 
sume, eighteen hundred miles, through New Virginia, Kentucky, 
Indiana Territory, to Missouri and Tennessee, East and West. Our 
Western Conference was held in camp-order in the woods, seven 
days. Prospects in Missouri are great and good. Bishop M'Kendree 
has magnified his office, and penetrated farther to the West than I 
have already. From the Western Conference we have travelled so 
rapidly we were chiefly together; we hope to strike off a thousand or 
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twelve hundred miles before the South Carolina Conference.] and 
come on rapidly, one to Fayetteville, the upper way, and the other to 
Wilrnington, Newbern and Washington to Tarborough. 

F A-Y. 

(Western Methodist, January 10, 1834.) 
1 and 2 already printed in World Parish. 

On Saturday 29th of July, Asbury arrived in York, Pennsylvania. He 
preached that evening at six o'clock and once on Sunday. The Journal 
says that he had at least twenty letters to answer. The next day he wrote 
this letter and says that he had nearly thirty to write. 

The eighth conference appointed was the Genesee. He continues to be 
impressed with the results of camp meetings. 

Little York, [Pa.] 
July 31, 1809 

The Rev. Thomas Logan Douglass 
Presiding Elder, James River District, 
Richmond, Virginia. 

My Dear Brother: 

May great grace attend you as a christian, a preacher, Presiding 
Elder. Go on my brother in the good work, your health, your life, 
your talents, your all for God. I am late returned from my three 
thousand miles this year: and I cannot travel more than eight 
months in the year. We have now appointed an eighth conference.- 
We have added eleven thousand increased members. We have re- 
ceived one hundred and three preachers, located forty. Every con- 
ference was deficient in cash supplies. New York paid one hundred 
and twelve to married; single men in proportion. New England con- 
ference, one hundred, married; single in proportion. Our Camp 
Meetings generally prevail. Our congregations increase. But I fear 
we are awfully deficient in practical religion and relative duties. 
I have visited the sea shore extensively, and northern lines of all 
the States, several times to the borders of Upper and Lower Canada, 
or within twenty-five or thirty miles. Oh! my dear, we have need to 
cry aloud and spare not; our church and state has clouds and 
changes. My hard labor is attended with health. I have had more 
work, and hard fare, riding thirty miles a day and preaching. I 
presume Harry Boehm will come round once more; but he and the 
Bishop are absent; the latter left me in tBe Lake country, and is 
gone on west, through a dreary wilderness, in but ill health: he 
seems exceedingly displeased with himself; perhaps it is best, the 
people think so highly of him. But I am sorry to see him so cast 
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down at times under the weight of the work. I have twenty-four 
hours to answer near thirty letters, and other matters. I move to- 
morrow for Charleston, two thousand miles; by Cincinnati, eight 
hundred, in two months. We have been resting our horses, down 
the rocks and precipices, of Susquehannah river at the rates of thirty 
or forty miles a day. If any thing special, write on to Charleston by 
the last of the year. Millard and Cape! have honored themselves. 
No more of the virgin conference. The cross we must bear, but the 
answer is, I must locate. 

I am yours in Jesus, 
F. Asbury. 

Western Methodist, January 31, 1834, page 54. 

According to the Journal Asbury was at Benjamin van Pelt's Chapel 
on Lick Creek in Greene County, Tennessee, Monday, October 23. He 
does not say where he stayed. The burden of the letter is Asbury's con- 
cern for the local preachers in the west. 

Green county, Ten [n] . 
Oct. 23, 1809 

The Rev. Thomas Logan Douglass 
Presiding Elder 
Lynchburg, Va. 
James River district, 

My Dear Son: 

Grace, grace be with thee. My letters with my life, must be con- 
tracted. Thinking you would wish to hear more than I had time to 
communicate, I desired Harry to give you a portion of his observa- 
tions, and as Bishop McKendree ought to have a part of the whole, 
so in writing. It is with great pleasure I have given him the whole 
of the presidential chair in all our conferences. It is time, after forty 
years, an American, acceptable to Americans, the man of their 
choice, should preside over them. Had the general conference have 
seen their way open long 'ere this day, to have had two Episcopal 
men of equal minds, one might have taken the stationing of the 
preachers; and liberated me from a great and inexpressible burden, 
that I bear for Christ's sake, for the people, and preachers sake. I 
wait in hope. We were well aware that great difficulties would arise 
to the Episcopacy on account of the rigidity of the last general con- 
ference so absolutely shutting the door against local eldership in 

I. This seems to be a mistake. Henry Boehm was  travelling with Asbury and  
Douglass says Boehm's letter was attached to Asbury's, 
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any form. We have always been of a different opinion. Reasons 
I cannot give here.-There is an opposition raised in the minds of 
the local ministry against the travelling connection in general, not 
knowing who were for them, or against them. But it is known that 
we of the Episcopacy are in their favor, under just and prudent 
regulations. Last west conference we were addressed in a very ex- 
traordinary way, by a body of local ministers, to give them, what we 
had no power to  give, till general conference gave us power. We 
wrote a loving pacific letter, and desired a private interview, on our 
next visit to the west; we have had this interview, they appeared 
very calm and greatly pacified (except two) yet confident they had 
a right to demand this privilege; many things were said to soften 
and explain, not to be inserted here. (People now reading and talk- 
ing about, wonder not if I am incorrect.) One respectable local 
preacher from Kentucky has visited yours and a neighbouring dis- 
trict. Says (what I do not doubt) that some respectable local 
preachers concur to unite in addressing, possibly, the Bishops and 
general conference. I write to caution you, as your good sense and 
grace will teach you, to treat the local brethren with all tenderness, 
and have as little to say as possibly you can, unless to soften and 
heal. I wish they might be advised to write or speak to the Bishops, 
who will know how to treat them; as they possess the confidence of, 
and are accessible to the local ministry in all parts of the continent. 
I believe L.D.2 has said unfavorable things of the Methodists in 
Europe and America to the local ministry. Be calm, be prudent, 
refer the brethren to us if you please. You will write to us in Charles- 
ton before the 5th of January 1810. Bishop McKendree is gone to 
Cumberland and through the wilderness to the west of Georgia, 
whilst I come on to North and South Carolina, five thousand miles 
in little more than eight months. A task! Increase, two thousand 
three hundred and thirty six members in the western conference. 
We have stationed about eighty-two, located nearly as many as we 
have added, thirteen, if I mistake not, and rejected as many as we 
have received: perhaps a part, is more than the whole. Brother 
Boehm does not know what I write, sometimes I scarcely read what 
he writes. I have escaped my crutches this year; but I may say my 
burden is heavier than I can bear, but I cast it on the Lord. Seventy 
five camp meetings in the western conference. I hope 1810 eight 
conferences will hold six hundred camp meetings: hundreds con- 
verted, yea thousands, many, many ten thousands, 

As ever yours, 
F. A'Y. 

Western Methodist, February 7, 1834, page 57. 

2. Evidently Lorenzo Dow. 
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Asbury was in Norfolk, Virginia, at Isaac Lunsford's. He says in the 
Journal "closely employed in writing letters." The letter is a report on 
Asbury's activities mainly in the south. However, he also reports on his 
travels in the north and west and concludes that "poverty, reproach 
and hard labor are the characteristics of Methodist preachers." 

Norfolk, [Va. ] 
Jan. 25th 1810 

The Rev. Thomas L. Douglass 
Presiding Elder [James River District] 
Virginia Conference 

My Dear Son, 

Oh that great Grace may support you. Every day's experience 
teacheth me how hardly do ministerial men keep their first love. 
The smiles of the world are more pernicious than the frowns. I did 
not answer your letter in Charleston, as there was nothing special, 
and I would not put you to any needless expense. I did not write 
in my last, because I had any thing to fear in you or in the local 
ministry, but I was sensible I had information you had not, but, as 
Presiding Elder, you ought. I have the pleasure to inform you that 
we have had the most animating prospects in the south. Upwards 
of three thousand increase. Some of the fairest blossoms of young 
men, that became preachers from their birth. Rich men are coming 
in, and bringing their daughters. We have had some awful pillars 
of salt; nor need we expect to stop here-You will take knowledge, 
I am winding up. I wish the connection to be well organized before 
I go hence, and the Governors to come out of Judea. I feel I must 
spend my last of life for God. I hope to get rather out of the storm, 
that the first and last of life may be the best with me. But I had 
greatly the rather be a closet or chamber counseller than a gov- 
ernor or superintendent. Pity us-pray for us.-Eight Conferences. 
From the New York to the Northern Conference, one thousand 
miles; to the Western Conference, one thousand miles; from the 
Western to the Southern, one thousand miles; from the Southern 
to Virginia, seven hundred, already to Norfolk, in about eighteen 
days, riding in dead of winter. Rivers, ferries, roads-all this for 
eighty dollars; from twelve to fifteen dollars travelling expenses be- 
tween every Conference, and finding our own horses, and pay the 
travelling expenses of our aide and letters. If we have no other 
mark of Apostles, we shall have poverty, reproach and hoard labor. 

I am yours, as ever, 
F. ASBURY. 

1. Something was left out. Since the original has not come to light it might be 
either Asbury's omission or Douglass'. 



UNPUBLISHED LETTERS OF FRANCIS ASBURY 

Western Methodist, February 21, 1834, page 65. 

Smyma, Delaware, was the place from which Asbury wrote this letter 
to Douglass. Here the Journal says, "I wrote letters to the south." Asbury 
is disturbed over the Virginia, Baltimore, and Philadelphia Conferences 
and thinks they are resting "on their lees." He is urging upon the people 
fasting and prayer. 

Smyrna, Del. 
March 25th, 1810 

Rev. Thomas Logan Douglass, P. Elder 
James River District 
Lynchburgh, Virginia 

My very dear Son. 

May the arms of thy hands be made strong by the mighty God 
of Jacob. Nothing but a matter of great and grand moment, would 
cause me to write on this day, and at this place. Our Conference in 
Baltimore was held in great harmony. Conference in a printed ad- 
dress, or epistle, have called upon preachers and people to fasting, 
prayer, humiliation and general ref orrnation. They have recom- 
mended the first Friday in June, and first Friday in November, as 
days of fasting, humiliation, prayer, preaching and exhortation. 
Days to be held with Sabbatic piety and devotion. They think the 
ministry, membership and citizens, the continent are concerned, to 
cry mightily to God. I write to let you know, that I think that 
Virginia, Baltimore and the Philadelphia Conferences are all too 
much alike,-on their lees. I submit to you, if you think it proper, 
to write to all the Presiding Elders in your Conference, if they will 
think proper, to recommend it to Quarterly meetings and societies; 
ha rk  well;-to recommend, we do not dare to command. How it 
originated I cannot say, or with whom. If I had had forethought I 
would have sent five copies along. I recommend it very warmly 
to the Africans, before the Conference knowing their confidence in 
my advice. We have taken up exalted opinions of ourselves, as 
the best people in the world, and many, very bad people I fear 
among us. 

I am thine in Jesus, 
F. A-Y 

Western. Methodist, February 21,1834, page 65. 

The South ~arol ina  Conference was to begin on December 22, and As- 
bury arrived ahead of time. Asbury is in better spirits. The conferences 
which he thought were behind in March have shown improvement and 
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he is thankiul for what has been done. It has been another year of great 
campmcctings. 

Columbia, [S. C.] 
December 21st, 1810 

Rev. Thoinas L. Douglass, P. Elder 
James River Disirict 
Richmond, Virginia 

My dear Son: 

God be gracious to  thee in duty, and in suffering. I had to think 
so111e tilne why I had not written to thee. By examining the letter, 
it came on to Geneva, sixteen miles from Lyons, where there was no 
post. Thomas Lasley toolc it up, I never saw it till November, Shel- 
by, ICentuclcy. The Gennessee Conference and people felt their own 
dignity, duty and privilege. They were not so supple as to give it 
up, they considered the salvation and prosperity of the worlr de- 
pended on a Conference. The Upper Canada preachers came down 
in a body, and at some happy period, to sent the Conference in 
Canada. But oh! the route for the poor persecuted Bishops. Two 
thousand miles ]nost dreadful country, to pass by the Western to 
the South Conference. In the West we have stationed ninety-two. If 
you have the lninutes you see Gennessee in full. I rejoice that the 
Lord hath not forgottell to be gracious to old Virginia, New Yorlr, 
Maryland, Old North Carolina and Soutl~. The Lord is malring 
way for the Conference in Raleigh, let us watch, fast, pray, preach, 
do good, suITer willingly, and give cheerfully. I hope Satan will be 
put out of his quiet possession of our little wicked towns and great 
cities. Oh camp-meetings! I judge we have had inore than one hun- 
dred 1;llis year in the west of Alleghany. We have had no trouble 
with the local preachers, they appear not to be divine: I presume 
there never was a ]nore general llarinony. In Europe, missionaries in 
old ,111d new parts of the British Empire, a correspondent says Dr. 
Colre has collected five thousand pounds sterling this year for mis- 
sions. Four preachers writing Co1nineni:aries. We have an increase 
of four thousand in the west. I am wit11 the same concern yours, 

F. ASBURY. 

Wcsf,emt Mctl~oclist, February 21, 1834, page 65. 

Cnnndn was collstnntly in Asbury's tl~ougllts. For years Asbury ap- 
pointed ~~rcncl~c~-s  to Upper and Lowcr Cnnnda, that pm*t of Canada along 
i.hc St. Lnwrcl~cc Rivcr bordering New Yoslc Stn1.e. I-Ie only visitcd that 
countl-y once. I-Ic rccorcls that hc wrotc six letters while thcre. This is 
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the only one to come to light. Asbury was concerned because of the 
electioneering, which had gone on in the annual conferences for the 
General Conference. 

Province, Upper Canada 
Kingston, July 11, 1811 

Rev. Thomas L. Douglass 
P, Elder James River District 
Richmond, Virginia 

My Dear Son: 

The God of all Grace support us in our life and labor and suffer- 
ings. I am now fast by the foot: I forestall a few lines. I am within 
one hundred and thirty miles of the Gennessee Conference. My long 
premeditated plan of visiting this country as others, with two sticks 
or crutches is in operation. This part of our work, like many others, 
calleth for a nervous superintendency, supported by a conference. 
The locality of many of our aged steadies, in annual conference and 
little bits of circuits, with eight or ten in family, seems dependant, 
others w,ealthy, are to me unfavorable symptoms; that they will not 
enter into the kingdom of itinerancy themselves: and those that 
would I fear they will hinder. A plan is feared (I know not what) 
either to weaken or bind the hands of the Bishops, rather than 
strengthen. The conference went into electioneering, to  me, the 
most detestable in the church. To leave out the favorites, of the 
Bishop said one. The New England conferences were pure, as the 
election of Matthias. We have great and good prospects in the prov- 
inces,l and cut to pieces with different denominations; had we the 
right foot before, we might be very successful. Should life, health, 
and a call of providence open, I wish that a trinity of superintend- 
ents might be in operation, that after forty years, I might be more 
at liberty to travel into any part of the new or old world, if called. 
I wish the connection to do as well without me as with me, before 
they must do without me. I fret like a father, that wishes to see his 
children married and settled before he dies. 

I am ever, 
F. A'Y. 

The South Carolina Conference had been held in Camden. Rarely had 
Asbury seen such harmony. Asbury reports on Bishop McKendree. As- 
bury has had trouble with his horses and is now writing to Douglass as to 
his plans to go to Hampton. He seems to be giving directions for his car- 
riage. 

Western Methodist, March 14, 1834, page 78. 
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Camden, [S. C.] 
December 20th, 1811 

Rev. Thomas L. Douglass, Presiding Elder 
James River District 
Richmond, Virginia 

My dear Brother, 

May the Great Head and universal Savior of the whole body, pre- 
pare us all to preach. All the gospel doctrines in their order-to 
saints, sinners, backsliders, legalists, deists, and hypocrites. Alas! 
what a little have I done-what a little have I suffered? Me! who am 
less than the least of all saints, not worthy to be called preacher, 
much less a bishop and an apostolic successor.l I want to live, to make 
the best of a poor day's work. Since October ZOth, now forty years; 
but still the longer I run the farther I am behind. Never, sure, had 
we such scaffolding for the work of God; far beyond all former ap- 
pearances or calculations. But above all, oh! all the souls already 
gone to glory.-In the West we stationed one hundred and one. 
The choice of delegates like apostle's election. Increase of numbers 
three thousand five hundred. Bishop M'Kendree in health, present, 
in high spirits, a good chaplain, his western brethren gave. him 
brother Blackrnan.2 Our happiness and life and usefulness depended 
upon such aids. One thousand miles from the north to the west, from 
west to south twelve hundred. We have lamed the old man twice. 
Lamed and put away two horses, towards spending two hundred 
dollars. I must get a stool-I have had a shock in my knee. We shall 
trim the coast. We hope to be at Norfolk second Sabbath in Feb- 
ruary, then cross to Hampton, and spend the whole time as you will 
direct till Conference, if we cannot have your presence. Oh, the im- 
portance and growth in the Conference: and yet twelve or thirteen 
of the ablest staff-officers to be absent on a journey of eighteen 
hundred miles for five months, time of General Conference, calls 
money, souls. The Lord will work-he will call babes to perfect 
praise. I wish, if possible, to cross on Monday to Hampton. Lake 
Champlain and Ontario have made me bold. My carriage must be 
light-forty miles a day and preach. I lame myself then, like the man 
of this world, up and at it again. We have packed two hundred and 
forty Baxter's Reformed Pastor to the South Conference, out of 
two thousand printed in the West. Oh, inimitable Portrait of St. 
Paul; but Baxter, Super super. 

I am, as ever, 
F A'Y* 

Notes- 
1. Not very legible, 
2. Lerner Blackman, presiding elder of the Cumberland Diatrict. 
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Western Methodist, March 21, 1834, page 81. 

Douglass had been moved from the James River District in Virginia 
to the Lynchburg District in Virginia. Asbury is at  the home of the 
Widow Willis, the widow of the preacher Henry Willis. She was one of 
several widows who were the special care of the Bishop. Asbury is con- 
cerned with what happened in the Gennessee Conference. However, it 
has, been a rich year of fruit in the ministry and campmeetings have 
been glorious. 

Widow Willis [Md.] 
Aug. 20th 1812. 

Rev. Thomas L. Douglass, P. Elder 
Lynchburg, Virginia 
James River District 

My Dear Thomas, 

Great, great grace in these evil days, in which the prudent, the 
pious will keep silence. Wisdom and knowledge the stability of 
these times. Strength of salvation and the fear of the Lord is his 
treasure. The Lord hath founded Zion, that the poor of the people 
may trust in it. Gennessee Delegates, three absent, some said through 
fear, one had travelled four times round his Circuit in the year, and 
the Bishop's man (P. E.) accused him before Conference. Naughty 
Bishop's man!-Mr. L y  had blundered in administration; ac- 
cused to us, formed a Circuit for himself to stay on the same ground 
three years, but the people remonstrated, and desired the Bishop 
to send them a Methodist Preacher, Mr. L y  being married, 
had to make his choice-Were the honorable minority formed thus? 
-such a desperate attempt, to take away the last remains of Epis- 
copacy, deprive us of our privileges wholesale and retail. Ah! have 
I lost the confidence of the American people and preachers? or only 
a few overgrown members, that have been disappointed; and the 
City lords, who wish to be Bishops, Presiding Elders, and Deacons, 
and reign as Kings without us,-over us. We have had good pros- 
pects in our Annual Conferences, strict discipline. We met in Lyons 
in Gennessee, the place of our former setting. Our Canada preachers 
were not present, these times will not stop the work of God. Mag- 
nify your office, see order, see duty performed. You are the guards 
of the body, the eyes of the Bishops. See that the people are not 
trod upon, by the Preachers, no, nor imposed upon. Bishop McK. 
took a west course from Gennessee. This has been a rich year of 
fruit.-Glory to God in great prospects of religion. You will write 
to Columbia, South Carolina, by the last of November. Bishop and 
self in good health. I boast myself in God, in the sixty-seventh year 
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of my age, and fifty-first year complete, of my first beginning of- 
ficially. I am only Vice-President. Let us do the best we can in ar- 
rangement of the salt. Oh! to  assault a man  they  know cannot fight 
nor  fly; For  was it a man's covenant, I could soon show Gen. G. 
Washington, resign. Now I purpose six thousand miles a year, 
if God will help me, and meet nine Conferences, write a letter for  
every day in the year.-Last Sabbath I preached three times, this 
is tho centre, and I purpose to divide three thousand North, East, 
and three thousand South, West, help me.-Could I rule. One Pre- 
siding Elder, and Elder from a District, one only from a City. Dan- 
gerous men fallen in the opposition, I saw, you saw not, you 
can let the Presiding Elders know our state, we are waiting for 
minutes, our increase is respectable, ten or twelve thousand, I 
cannot say correctly yet. If possible let us preach as we have never 
preached before. Camp-Meetings, on glorious! several in opposition 
in Pennsylvania and Maryland at the same time. Bella Bellorurn 
Let us fight the good fight of faith,-AMEN. 

Still yours, I?. ASBURY. 

(Western Methodist, March 28, 1834, page 85.) 

There is some confusion about the date of this letter. The date on 
the letter was 1812 but Douglass said in a note it should have been 1813. 
Bennett who includes part of the letter in Memorials of Methodism in 
Virginia indicated the date was 1808, and a part of the letter appeared 
in the volume of Letters  under that date. 

At Trent, North Carolina, Asbury took time to write. Asbury is loolr- 
ing forward to the General Conference and is disturbed by the opposi- 
tion which may develop there to his administration. Here he is making 
a defense of the presiding elders. Since the original has not come to light 
it cannot be checked. 

Trent, [North Carolina] 
February 4th, 1813 

Rev. Thomas L. Douglass, P. Elder 
James River District, Virginia Conference 
Nev~biern. 

My Dear Son: 

Glory to God for the great success in some: though we deeply 
mourn the barrenness of others! Since the wormwood and gall of 
General Conference (which all the friends of the constitution and 
good order felt with us) peace, discipline, property. In three Con- 
ferences, Ohio, Tennessee, South Carolina, increase of the Trinity 
eighteen thousand mark General Conference year, and so many lead- 
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ing characters absent near half the year. There are sixty men that 
ought to be foundation, cementing, ruling men. Seeing eye to eye, 
with each other and President and Superintendent; giving plans and 
advices, in all cases, persons, and things; respecting the work of 
God. These Presiding Elders ought to view all letters in the posses- 
sion of the superintendency, which respect the work of God in 
Europe or America. Whilst I am with you, (which possibly will not 
be many years, I may have a call to heaven, or to Europe,) the 
Presiding Elders are my council. [In former times I have been im- 
partial, indifferent, and have appointed good men, that I knew 
were for a presbyterian parity; but since they have made such an 
unwarrantable attack upon the Constitution in the very first Gen- 
eral Conference after the adoption, I will only trust such men as far 
as I can see them; and let such men know, that I know their prin- 
ciples, and disapprove them. One argument might have been used 
at General Conference; that at the Constitution Conference; when 
the Constitution was ready for adoption, it was suspended to try, 
what afterwards would be secured in the Constitution; Who shall 
appoint the Presiding Elders? Last then and three or four times 
over. But behold and wonder!-Oh my son, we must fix our eyes 
steadily upon page 23, 24 of our discipline.] The Constitution of 
our Church in the United States is very sorely thrust at in trying 
times. I feel it my duty to do all I can properly, to establish the 
President and the Constitution, that it may live through time. I 
had no.hand in forming, but I give both hands to support it: think 
on these matters. 

Yours, 
F. ASBURY. 

Wes te rn  Methodist, April 4, 1834, p. 85. 

This is an interesting letter. Douglass is now assistant preacher in 
.Richmond according to the letter although the minutes show his name 
first with Thomas Burge. Douglass is getting ready to go to Nashville. 
Asbury is preparing for his transfer. 

Great Pigeon, [Tenn.] 
October 19th, 1813 

Rev. Thomas L. Douglass, Assistant Preacher 
City of Richmond, Virginia 

Dear Son in the Gospel: 

Greater grace in greater days of adversity in church and states. 
The Lord reigneth head over all things; and all men in the church. 

' This extract from the letter was used in the volume of Letters page 396. 
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We received your letters, we have marked the contents. I thought 
it proper to tell the Tennessee Conference, that possibly you would 
take place among them, after the Virginia Conference setting. We 
have had great fellowship and small increase of salt. Stationed one 
hundred and fourteen. I fear we shall lose members. In Nashville 
you will fmd work enough in the town till the ensuing conference. I 
am become young! but how long? I have sold out for the last time, 
now on horseback. Bishop McKendree enjoys himself well, he has 
his fears at times for the church, but our Glorious David will see 
to his own house. Undesignedly, and simply, by showing my letter 
of apology and thanks, to the British Conference, for my not mak- 
ing a visit over the great water, to E. C.; it all came out, he said they 
spoke to him about the office, some said **, some ***, I should have 
voted said he for ** , said Francis, you might have made one, and 
unmade two, said he; ah! that might have been.1 If Norfolk should 
be inaccessible for Conference, Lynchburg of course, is in nomina- 
tion and election. You have been diligent but this is a time for 
great labor and small fruit. The chaff will be driven away, and 
some small grain. We must not only man, but work the vessel well 
in a storm, when Jesus is in the ship, and yet run and cry Master 
we perish without thee. 

Still the same. 
F. ASBURY. 

Western Methodist, April 11, 1834, page 93. 

The New York Conference was in session at Albany. Asbury was 
writing from New Canaan. Asbury reached Albany, according to the 
Journal, on May 19, and on Sunday May 21, he preached the funeral 
sermon for Bishop Coke who died on May 3, 1814, on the Indian Ocean 
en route to Ceylon. Asbury's tribute to Coke in this letter is greater than 
his tribute in the Journal. 

New Canaan, State of N.Y. 
May 21st, 1815 

Rev. Thomas L. Douglass, Presiding Elder 
Nashville District, Tennessee 

My dear Son Thomas: 

Had it not been for  the superabounding grace of God, the inex- 
~ressible attention of families, and all my sons in the gospel, surely 
I had fainted in the day of adversity. Glory, glory to God. Ten 
thousand thanks to all my friends. In the South, I sat in conference, 

1. Asbury is still concerned about electioneering. 
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"till I hawked up" pure arterial blood at Virginia Conference. I have 
withdrawn from conferences, only a visit or two, or three. My 
physicians say I must quit. I have been bled to the amount of eight- 
een or twenty ounces of blood, in six or  seven times. This blessed 
Lord's day, my bodily feelings are such as I have hardly known 
for eighteen or twenty months. We are now nearly two hundred 
miles north of York. Cold winter, a backward spring. But our Con- 
ferences are moving up in the natural and spiritual world; we would 
weep, we yet hope for a great crop of harvest, and of souls. 
Coke, the gentleman, the christian, the scholar, the writer, the 

superintendent, the preacher, the missionary, is no more; all immor- 
tal, all divine. Take him in every direction, the greatest man of 
all the Oxonian Methodists. I suppose sixteen times he crossed the 
Atlantic, the seventh time to Bombay on the grand Asian Mission; in 
going to Ceylon he died; but circumstances unknown to us. Possibly 
thirty-five years the true slave to the Methodist church. He spent 
his own and his wife's fortune, his life, in the great missionary work. 
He begged thousands, if not ten thousands, for the work of God. 
When he joined the Methodists, I doubt if America and Europe 
held four hundred travelling and one thousand local preachers; of 
members, I doubt if there was eighty thousand; now near sixteen 
hundred travelling, and three thousand local preachers; people, near 
five hundred thousand. Aged sixty-six, possibly. Oh! Jonathan thou 
wast slain on thy high places; very pleasant hast thou been to me; 
thy love surpassed the love of women!-God forbid I should sin 
against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you twice a day in all my 
afflictions. God may divide the enemies to order in Judah, and scat- 
ter them in ~sraex in the travelling and local connection. 

Yours in the gospel, 
F. ASBURY. 

Western Methodist, April 18, 1834, page 97. 

The Jourml does not show that Asbury was in Lexington. He was in 
Cincinnati on the day before. He says that he came to Lexington on 
Wednesday which according to the Journal was October 3. Douglass is 
still on the Nashville District. Asbury is looking back and reminiscing. 
He is bothered about the opposition to an appointive presiding eldership 
and what he calls Presbyterianism in the Methodist Church. Meaning 
thereby the form of government. It is interesting to see his love and con- 
cern for the newer conferences and especially the west. 
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Lexington, [Ky.] 
Sept. 29th, 1815 

Rev. Thomas L. Douglass, 
Presiding Elder, 
Nashville District, Tennessee 

My Dear Son in the Lord. 

Great! Great grace! Great diligence, intense labor, should mark 
the qualifications of the Elders of our Israel. I would go out as in 
former days. Oh! I am shorne of my locks. 

From fifteen to seventy past, I have been taking parts of the 
ministry, but graduated to my present standing in the thirty-seventh 
year of my age. Thirty-one we have been doing on an extensive line 
of things. When I would have a little reviewing, yea I would write 
valedictories to all the fifty-three presiding Elders. When the Father- 
in-law of Moses saw the state of things, that Moses if iron and steek 
or the greatest man upon earth, he must fail. None but the Son 
of Man and Son of God could perpetually labor. His human nature 
failed, the Divine supported all. God commanded Moses to take 
seventy of the Elders to his help: What was the charge in 1784 four- 
teen thousand nine hundred and eighty-eight, to two hundred and 
twelve thousand, with possibly not one, but three millions of souls 
congregated in the year. Formerly, our people covered only three 
or five hundred miles, now scattered: one thousand or fifteen hun- 
dred in width, three thousand in length! We have amongst us 
members local and travelling preachers, men that are Presbyterians 
in church government; and Presbyterian governs the new world. 
Baptists, Independents, and all are one. Give the people a choice, 
and the preachers liberty to station themselves: We know not that 
the whole government should be in the Eldership without a check. 
As I pleasantly told an aged Presbyterian minister, Sir, you are all 
Bishops, all Elders. "It is so," said he.-But there ought to be grades 
in the church according to age, gifts, usefulness. Whether these men 
are corrupted of late by others, or whether they have been dis- 
appointed after having graduated to the highest grade but one, vin- 
dicated our church government, opposed schismatics, and what not. 
Can it be through spleen, ill-nature, disaffection at the adminis- 
tration? Can it be to accommodate? I am sick, so is my family. I 
must be accommodated, localized, give me a congregation, a meet- 
ing house, three or four places that I can cover chiefly on Sabbath 
days! Trim ancient Circuits into Districts, Circuits, one into three 
Parishes; three houses for three married preachers, when two 
could do the work. Week-day preaching is drawing its last breath; 
has nearly had its dying groans in some places. An ancient confer- 
ence, third in order and standing, numbering on the hundred 
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preachers. Drones! and but eighteen thousand members, over a 
vast tract of populous country, sendeth sixteen members to General 
Conference.-"Who shall appoint the Presiding Elders! Presiding 
Elders" Delegated Superintendents in their section of their work, 
spiritually and temporally, "I will report you saith the Presiding 
Elderv-"I will report you saith the Preacher, Deacon, or  Elder, to the 
Conference." A faithful Presiding Elder reports away. "I have done 
my duty." "Well, I will work hard work, I will privately speak 
against the Presiding Elder, and get the superintendents, to remove 
him." No you will not; he knoweth his worth, his faithful Brethren 
say he is a good man, he will not be removed. What shall be done! 
Let us have the election of our own Presiding Elders. Oh! Con- 
fusion! Confused! 

You, Brethren, feel your weakness, lest your danger, feel your 
duty, to keep all the travelling, all the local line in gospel order. 
Quarterly Meetings, Camp Meetings, Common Meetings, Prayer 
Meetings, in order. Enquire at Quarterly Meetings of the leaders 
for their class papers, and of the class meetings. Meet every society 
and class in your power, preach to every society once a year. Meet 
every society in every Circuit if possible. Preach unknowingly, re- 
port the great doctrine of the gospel, give sinners, seekers, Back- 
sliders, and believers. Be distinct in doctrines, as growth in grace, 
conviction, repentance, justification regeneration and sanctification, 
distinct from justification. Oh what men of God we ought to be, 
and grace can make us so-You will live to see five conferences in 
the West and the glory of the continent-I have always lost my 
health on part of the old work in which only four years of my life 
has been spent; I always gain health in the West South-West, and 
in the East North-West. If I am a debtor, it is to the Mississippi, 
Gennessee, N. England, and all the British Provinces.-You will 
never abuse the confidence of the people. Travelling or Local 
Preachers, as to undermine our doctrine or disciplines. You will 
never abuse the confidence and security of the body. You will never 
abuse the confidence of the superintendency. Be faithful unto death, 
the crown of life and salvation and glory, is sure to you. You serve 
the Lord Christ; the chief Shepherd will appear, our Apostle, the 
Bishop of our souls.-As to our order: No history! No tradition! 
We risque not church government on modern practice-Presby- 
terian government! where was it four hundred past? Where, when, 
how did it originate? By necessity? The bishops non-jurors, or 
dupes to the latin church.-But the Bishops under Kings and Queens 
reformed the church of England. The Presbyterians said not enough. 
So say we, because we have done more. I am on a gospel founda- 
tion; the Son of God ordained the twelve and seventy his own way, 
possibly with breath, hands and words. Give me Acts vi. Deacons 
stand. Acts viii. There at the Antiochian Conference. Apostolic or- 
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dination, Acts xiv. Elders orders, Titus 1. 5; distinct ordination, dis- 
tinct names, distinct offices, one about the other, and open to gra- 
dation. Aged and constantly yours. 

F. ASBURY. 

Western Methodist, April 25, 1834, p. 101. 

The following two letters were discovered in the Western  Christian 
Advocate by Dr. Raymond M. Bell. They were written by Asbury to 
Jacob Young, who was presiding elder on the Ohio District. 

Norfolk, Va., 
February 17, 1814 

My Dearly Beloved In The Lord: 

Great grace, great labors, great tribulations, are the signs of our 
times. The fire is in Zion, the furnace in Jerusalem. In our confer- 
ences, union, humiliation, discipline, love. As to increase, it will be 
great, if we fill up the wasteage of 215,000 the present year. You 
remember the woman in the famine, "Help, 0, King"-the answer: 
"If the Lord help thee not wherewithal shall I help thee, out of the 
corn, flour, or wine vat." Every conference groweth exceedingly in a 
call for men of the greatest talents and order. By whom shall Jacob 
arise, for he is small? In this section of the work, young men of 
great promise only continue to travel till they are married, 
* * * * * * and then the preacher of pleasing gifts and usefulness 
is gone. J. G.1 may possibly come over and help you. Brother T. F., 
I hesitate [to transfer], with a large family, a feeble body. I cannot 
tell how you will do better, than to call out local aid, safe, and as 
much as you need. European increase last year in society 7,000, and 
2,000 in missions; a large mission sent to Africa. Bishop Coke gone 
to Asia with seven or eight missionaries. Oh, may our dear bishop 
incline Asia, Africa, and the isles of the sea. Oh, may the seed of 
Abraham come with haste to Judea, and the Savior. In London, we 
are told, lectures are opened for the children of Abraham, and a 
church founded for the converted Jews. 

You may have heard, that the Tennessee conference, deliberating 
in their conference capacity as one of the nine, decided, that the 
sacrifice was too great, the time too short, for the bishops to visit 
the Mississippi conference. Ah, my brother, nine conferences, forty- 
nine districts, six thousand miles in nine months! I have two 
diseases, old age, and my inflammatory complaint-then in my 

' Jacob Gruber, presiding eIder on the Monongahela District. 
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limbs, now in my chest-three months excessive cold weather- 
but for the prayers of God's people, and my lean abstemious habit, 
I might have gone home. We cannot make six or eight tacks down 
to the seaside and carry out 1000 miles, when on a straight course 
500 might do; here we must rest at conferences-David must see 
to his own house. We have dismissed our aids, and call on the pre- 
siding elders to make our appointments, and fill them if we fail. 
J. G.2,may possibly take the Ohio district. If I can give him the 
places I shall preach at from Pittsburgh; and when I shall pass 
D. Y.'s 3 lines into yours (if, indeed, there is any quietness on the 
frontiers of your state), I wish to take a highland, circuitous route 
to Cincinnati, in my seventieth, and perhaps, last year of my life. 
I hope your wife, her father and mother are well. Present me to 
them. I found a home in their house more than forty years ago. 
You will do all you can in duty and diligence for God, and souls 
committed to your care. I can only grieve with your grief, that you 
have a root that bears wormwood and gall; but trust in thy pru- 
dence to cure or prevent the bane of error. 

As ever, thine in the gospel, 
F. ASBURY 

Western Ckristhlt Advocate, February 27, 1835, p. 176. 

Washington, [Pa.] 
August 2, 1815 

My Dear J. 

Do you wrestle on, pray on, travel on, preach on-not too polite, 
or too lazy to hold camp meetings? If the pillars fail, men that have 
the oversight . . . . the work of God droops and dies. We have had 
heavy times, so many were taken to war that should have been 
our hearers. Worse times are come now, say they, "We have been 
losing, we might have bought and settled our land." The merchants 
say, "We have been doing little or nothing for three years past." 
Our rulers must pay their public debts. & c. We lament that men 
should leave the traveling line. I lament that before they have left, 
their hearts have left it then they want to be Presbyterians in gov- 
ernment, choose for themselves, and bargain with the people. Apos- 
tolic Methodism is too pure which they want to change. Artful in 
craft, they say, too much power, too many overseers to watch our 
conduct and report us; let us make and appoint our rulers first; then 
set them aside, and rule ourselves in a great degree.-If the- 

vacob Gruber. 
' David Young, presiding elder on the Muskingum District. 
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doubt our order, I refer them to the great Head of the church, Mark 
, Luke 1; John xv, 16. He ordained like HIMSELF. If they doubt 
of our three orders, I refer to Acts vi, 6, for deacons; Acts xiii, 2, 
3, for apostolic superintendency; Acts xiv, 23, for eldership. I refer 
to Titus i. 5: to  1 Timothy iv, 14, for their order as apostolic men, 
sent to ordain and rule the elders. I insist upon it, the apostles were 
a distinct order, and ordination, and nomination.-So were the el- 
ders and deacons distinct in name and office. I suppose you may not 
have perfectly understood, that John Wesley and Thomas Coke 
were, each of them, personally ordained deacon and elder in the 
English Episcopal church (possibly by two separate bishops, that, 
as with us, one might ordain deacon, the other elder). Possibly you 
have not so fully understood, that John Wesley for  near 40 years 
exercised all the authority of an apostolic bishop, in receiving, 
graduating, in the work of stationing, or removal at pleasure, all 
his ministry. So he, J. Wesley, wanted not any thing but ordination. 
He was loudly called upon for 12 years to do what he has done 
for  his American brethren.-Now they say, bishops and elders, very 
little ddference; then we shall have a grand general conference of 
100 bishops! I a m  not alarmed to talk as-----has, in mine and the 
hearing of young men, that may be there would be no call for apos- 
tolic men, or bishops, to travel through the whole work, that we 
must divide the conferences. (I grant that we cannot, whether men 
of straw or steal, meet 10  conferences in 12 months, help or no help.) 
I am so far from fearing a change of government next General Con- 
ference, I think we shall be more abundantly established in apos- 
tolic order. Twenty years ago, the brazen head of heresy and schism 
appeared; they were crushed, and they will be again crushed.- 
They are twin sisters, Satan.-like to war against the church. Ah! 
say some, "Francis is groaning, dying; so of our church order, it 
will soon die when he dies." It is true, God may cast off the Meth- 
odists if they depart from gospel order, and purity, and labor, as 
he hath manifestly done all the reformed churches at this day. What 
bodies of Presbyterians there are in this country, all except Epis- 
copalians, and these only in name, local, local, local, bishops and all. 
We might number, taking Baptists and Independents, 10  or 12 or- 
ders of them. And it is surprising that men amongst us, born Pres- 
byterians, and fit  to turn Arians, Socinians, or Pelagians to es- 
cape the principles of Presbyterianism, of Calvinism, should want 
more of their government amongst us than we have * * * * I f w e  
should let the elders choose the presiding elders, it will come to 
this: curtail a district into an old circuit, and a circuit (hardly work 
enough for 2 preachers) into 3 little parishes; cast off some places, 
keep four or five, attend, these chiefly on Sabbath days, and be 
absent from your work at conferences three months. Beside, the 
good man must stay at home, day after day, like other lazy priests; 
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yet the people must build not one but 3 houses, and support 3 fami- 
lies. A presiding elder comes along, and says, "Brethren, you neg- 
lect your work." They say, "Hush! we have families." 

P.'E. "So have I." 
Elder o f  the Circuit. "If you accuse me, I will accuse you." - 
P. E. "Accuse away." 
"Well, that will not do. The presiding elders shall be elected by 

conference, then we will work it. The bishop shall not appoint such 
men over us. , , * * $ * *  

I rejoice to hear of your revivals in Steubenville and other places. 
In some parts of New England the work of God has been manifested 
among the Presb~7fn~i~nc 2nd Methodists in particular. N.Y., P. 
and B. confe~nncd 

y b b r  s u r r u  u---.- --- - --- - - 
A 

.b,,bes,l I fear, are a valley of dry bones, very dry; 
_ ,:I,, ,,,, 1, +wnrJD Tf pTTpy We *reached terror preachers, too l l K e  paupc.  L j  ""=, ". "--. - . -- ,. - .I.-- - -~ 

to saint, and sinner, and seeker, we should do it now; we are dying, 
dying-yea, and the people are dying, and killing, and damning 
themselves, I fear hxr millinns in our land.-Ah! I lament I have - 9 -J -------- - 

.,L,A qnJ cw\nn+.h T , n d  nardon thv servant done so little, preaclr~u ouru ,,A, wAAAv---. --- -- 7 A- - " 

in this thine. I sav I will go out as at other times. I feel my strength - - - - -- - - u - - Y - 
..,,,L,,,~ f i n l T 7  in Clod: 1 am. Jesus, a poor minister, a poor but w c a f i u b a ~ ~ ,  VAUJ -- --. - -- 7 - - -  

sinner saved by grace. In language and feelingnot to be told, thine, 
F. ASBURY. 

Western Christian Advocate, January 22, 1836, p. 154. 

Reminiscences of Bishop Asbury 
(The following anecdote of Bishop Asbury was copied by Arthur Bruce Moss from 

the Christian Advocate and Journal, XV. p. 180, June 23, 1841. The article was taken 
from the Western Christian Advocate, but the date of its first appearance there was 
not given.) 

When I made known to him my intention to marry, in order to 
?,' obtain counsel, he pleasantly said, "How old are you. 

"In my 28th year." 
"That," he said, "is the proper age for a preacher to take that 

important step. How long have you been in the work?" 
"Four years." 

1" "Then you have elder's orders. 
"Yes, sir." 
"A11 this is proper. When men enter their probation they have 

ministerial character to form, and ministerial talent to exhibit to 
the satisfaction of the Church. Prudence says that they ought to 

New York, Philadelphia and Baltimore Conferences. 
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form that character, and exhibit those talents, before they take 
that important step. But few novices have ministerial weight suf- 
ficient to justify them in bringing the expense of a wife and family 
on the Church. The people will feel, and they will make the man 
feel, and the dear sister of sixteen will feel too. Besides, in green 
age men do not always select such women as the apostle says the 
wives of deacons and elders must be, such as may be wholesome 

3" examples for the flock of Christ. Well, how now?-locate. 
"No, sir; that is not my intention." 
"Very well, I should suppose your call was not out. Some men 

marry fortunes, and go to take care of them; some men marry 
wives, and go to make fortunes for them; and then-when, for a 
time, we should have age and experience in the ministry, we have 
youth and inexperience; and boys without beards have charge: this, 
not of choice, but necessity. We must do the best we can. 

"If I have not married a wife, built a house, or planted a tree, 
it was because that duty and responsibility developed upon me in 
the course pursued by Mr. Wesley and the conference in organiza- 
tion of the Church, shut up my way, at that time of life, when such 
a step might have been proper. Those who came with me to 
America at the commencement of the Revolution, took flight, and 
fled to the land of our fathers, leaving me alone, to be regarded as 
an enemy, though a true friend; thought it was no part of my busi- 
ness to take sides in the controversy. After peace returned, and 
the Church was organized, every thing was in the feebleness of 
infancy. Theory was to be reduced to practical operation; plans in 
an incipient state were to be matured and carried out; the whole 
work, upon an extensive and benevolent scale, must be superin- 
tended. My colleague and senior absent, (for he only made quad- 
rennial visits), and Frank, in a joint superintendency, held re- 
sponsibility for the whole. If St. Paul might commend celibacy in 
the present distress, might I not take him for a pattern, rather than 
St. Peter, without incurring censure, as being in favor of perpetual 
celibacy? But if I have not married a wife, I have, as a son of Adam, 
provided for a daughter of Eve-my own mother. She is now gone, 
but I have adopted one in her stead." 

Said Bishop Asbury: "My mother used to take me with her to 
a female meeting which she conducted once a fortnight, for the 
purpose of reading the Scriptures to  them, and giving out hymns. 
After I had been thus employed, as a clerk, for some time, the good 
sisters thought Frank might venture a word of exhortation. So, 
after reading, I would venture to expound and paraphrase a little 
on the portion read. There began my Gospel efforts, when a lad of 
sixteen or seventeen; and now, I would rather have a section or 
chapter for a text than a single verse, or part of a verse. When the 
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society called me forth from obscurity my performance in public 
surpassed all expectation. But they knew not that the strippling 
had been exercising. his gifts in his mother's female prayer meet- 
ing." 

I have thought that the good bishop was the best reader of the 
holy Bible I ever heard. It appeared to me that he laid the accent 
on every word, and the emphasis on every sentence, just where 
the Holy Spirit intended that should be. I once saw him call upon 
the senior preachers in conference, like a class in school, and gave 
them a chapter to read in course. (One of them told me afterward 
that he would rather have been called on to preach before five 
thousand people.) He (Asbury) said it was a shame, if not a sin, 
for a minister to read the Scripture in a kind of whisper, or dull, 
monotonous tone, either in families or congregation. 

James Quinn 

Jcrmes Quinn, a young preacher during Asbury's later years, became a leader in 
the Methodist work in Ohio. References to him appear in Asbury's Journal, and his 
portrait appears in an  early history of the church in Ohio. 

Publications Under Way 

Among the historical volumes under way are the following: 
History of Kansas Methodism, by Roy L. Smith; History of 

Norwegian-Danish Methodismin America, by Arlow W. Ander- 
sen; History of American Methodism, edited- by Emory S. 
Bucke; Dictionary of World Methodism, edited by Elmer T. 
Clark; Beginnings of Methodism in America, edited by Elmer 
T. Clark. 




