
Western Jurisdiction Commission on Archives & 
History 
March 1, 2011
Volume 14 Number 2

****************************************
Welcome to the Second new Western 

Circuit Rider Edition. 

In this edition we have the news about the meeting 
in Phoenix April 28 to May 1.  Cornish has written 
some words of wisdom and then on a very timely 
note an article by Robert Miller on Sand Creek in 
Colorado, the action of the General Commission 
on giving to a Learning Center at Sand Creek and 
some of what the Rocky Mt. Conference has done 
over the years to apologize for Sand Creek. 

***************************************  
The President's Corner

A word from our President Cornish Rogers: Our 
annual meeting in Phoenix April 28-May 1 will be 
an interesting and important one. The Western 
Jurisdiction is facing an extensive restructuring 
task due to deep losses of membership in our 
congregations. Some conference boundary lines 
may be realigned in order to accommodate a 
reduction in the number of Bishops we will have 
in 2012.

Much of the crisis facing our Jurisdiction can be 
seen in the composition of our conference 
commissions: not only are we dwindling in 
numbers, but also in younger members.

It is understandable that older persons like me are 
naturally attracted to history and legacy because 
we have more living memories than younger 
people, and we are eager to have them preserved 
and celebrated.  But the stuff of history should be 

exciting and of active interest to younger persons 
also, especially the history of the West. The 
Methodist movement westward coincided with the 
secular 'winning of the West' that is romanticized 
in our movies.

Let us recruit more young people to serve on our 
commissions. Perhaps we can join with them in 
uncovering the exciting
establishment of the Methodist way of life in the 
west.
    
See you in Phoenix!            

*************************************
       

     THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
WESTERN JURISDICTION COMMISSION 

ON ARCHIVES AND HISTORY
2011 ANNUAL MEETING

WELCOME – Bishop Minerva Carcaño and the 
members and staff of the Desert Southwest 
Conference (DSC) are pleased to host and provide 
the programmatic and registration information 
needed to attend this year’s WJCAH Annual 
Meeting. 

Our hotel is the Homewood Suites Phoenix 
Biltmore; the address is 2001 E. Highland Avenue, 
Phoenix, AZ 85016, telephone 602-508-0937. 

Our meeting will be held at various sites in the 
Phoenix area, from Thursday, April 28, 2011 to 
Sunday, May 1, 2011. Transportation will be 
available for meetings and tours.

Complete program and registration form starts on 
page 3.

From the General  Secretary, Bob Williams
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On Friday, September 24, 2010 I accompanied the 
directors and staff of the General Commission on 
Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns to the 
site of the Sand Creek Massacre of November 29, 
1864 in eastern Colorado.  GCCUIC planned this 
trip in response to the resolution adopted at the 
2008 General Conference calling on that agency to 
plan an Act of Repentance for the 2012 General 
Conference recognizing the injustices done to 
indigenous peoples.  (See the Book of Resolutions, 
pages 437-439.)  Also, the 1996 General 
Conference adopted a resolution entitled, “Support 
Restitution to the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes of 
Oklahoma for the Sand Creed Massacre.”  The 
importance of the historical aspects of these two 
resolutions compelled me to join with GCCUIC 
and make this journey to the Sand Creek site.  It 
was a powerful and moving experience.  

The specific Methodist connection was through 
the commanding officer of the military unit that 
carried out the raid.  He was Colonel John Milton 
Chivington, referred to in the resolution of 1996 as 
“a Methodist lay preacher.”   The Encyclopedia of 
World Methodism indicates that in 1844 he was 
ordained and stationed at Zoar Church in the 
Goshen District of the Ohio Conference.  I have 
not been able to find in the minutes of the annual 
conferences that there was a Goshen District or 
that he was ordained at that time.  Instead, in the 
minutes, I have found that he was admitted “on 
trial” in 1848 in the Illinois Conference; in 1849 
transferred to the Missouri Conference; 1850 
admitted into full connection, elected but not 

ordained deacon; 1851 ordained deacon; 1852 
elected and ordained elder; and in 1853 appointed 
to the Wyandott, Delaware, and Shawnee Indian 
Mission in the Platte Mission District of the 
Missouri and Arkansas Conference.   For the rest 
of the 1850’s, he was a member of the Kansas-
Nebraska Conference.  

Most importantly, for the story of Sand Creek, was 
his appointment as Presiding Elder of the Rocky 
Mountain District of the Kansas-Nebraska 
Conference in 1860.  In 1862 he located and was 
left without an appointment.   This enabled him to 
assume a military command and not to be limited 
to serving as a chaplain.  In 1868 he returned to 
Nebraska and was readmitted “on trial.”  He was 
appointed as Agent of the Conference Church 
Extension Society on the Nebraska City District 
and was a member of the Nebraska City quarterly 
conference.  What does this say about the attitudes 
of the church and of the dominant population 
when someone with Chivington’s record is 
readmitted “on trial?”  In 1870 he was “located” 
again and died in 1894.   

U.S. Army Colonel John Chivington 

My interest in this history is to be clear as to 
Chivington’s place in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church because he is so often referred to as 
Methodist clergy.   Beyond Chivington, however, 
are the boarder issues of the complicity of the 
church in brutality against Native Americans, the 
attitude of society in general, and how to insure 
justice and equity for indigenous peoples today. 
The link of United Methodists today to Sand 
Creek through Chivington’s place in the church is 
open to historical scrutiny but the obligation of 
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United Methodists to address the contemporary 
injustices suffered by Native Americans is an 
imperative of faithful discipleship. 
  
Additional information is below.

This week the GCCUIC announced that the United 
Methodists are giving $50,000 to the National 
Park Service toward a Learning Center at the site.

****************************************
The Rocky Mountain Conference  

Response to the Act of Repentance Call

The Rocky Mountain conference has made some 
acts toward repentance even before the 2008 
General Conference.  The Rev. Lonnie Eakel, a 
former D.S. remembers that the churches around 
Sandcreek met with a tribal leader to offer an 
apologize for the massacre in the late 1980's. Since 
then the present Bishop has been active in working 
with the Tribal Leaders toward Acts of 
Repentance.

Above is a picture of Bishop Elaine J. W. 
Stanovsky and other members of the Rocky 
Mountain Conference meeting with some tribal 
leaders at Sand Creek.  

On October 12, 2010 the birthday of the Bishop 
and also Columbus Day, she asked members of her 
two conferences: Rocky Mt. And Yellowstone to 
join her in a healing fund to correct 150 years of 
wrong.  On the bus trip to the Sand Creek Site 
$1,000 was raised. (taken from the Rocky. Mt. 
UMC web site.   The total for $10,374.91 for 2010 
and $35.55 for 2011. 

During the past year Bishop Elaine was involved 

in two consultations sponsored by the General 
Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious 
Concerns about Sandcreek and the planned “Act of 
Repentance,” to be held at the 2012 session of 
General Conference She also attended the Healing 
run over the 2010 Thanksgiving weekend with her 
family

 **************************************** 
Our WJCAH Archivist Writes 

The archives of the Western Jurisdiction are now 
held in the storage facility of the California-
Nevada Annual Conference Archives in San 
Francisco. The materials in the jurisdictional 
collection consist primarily of the journals of the 
current and predecessor conferences within the 
current boundaries of the Western Jurisdiction.

I have accessioned a few items for the 
Jurisdictional archives during the past year, 
including a some journals and minutes of recent 
meetings of the Commission on Archives and 
History of the Western Jurisdiction.

We still are looking for some journals:

Alaska Mission 2010
California-Nevada 2003-2010
California-Pacific 2002-2010
Desert Southwest 2004-2010
Oregon-Idaho 2005, 2007-2010
Pacific Northwest 2003-2010
Rocky Mountain 1986, 1993, 1997-2010
Yellowstone 1997, 1999, 2003-2010

If you can provide any of these journals for the 
years listed, please let me know.

If you want a digital file of the inventory of our 
Jurisdictional collection, please send me an email, 
and I will attach it to a response.

Stephen Yale
syale@psr.edu

****************************************
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WJCAH IN Phoenix
PROGRAM

Thursday, April 28, 2011 – The Gathering

Noon - 9:00 p.m. – Conference registration at the 
Homewood Suites Hotel. 

3:00 p.m. – Hotel check-in begins. 

5:00 – 7:00 p.m. Supper at the hotel or at a 
restaurant of your choice within the area. 

Friday, April 29, 2011 – 
          Business and Educational Agenda

6:30 - 9:30 a.m. – Breakfast

8:00 a.m. – Transportation departure from 
Homewood Suites to Paradise Valley UMC 
(PVUMC) 4455 E. Lincoln Drive, Paradise 
Valley, AZ 85253.

8:20 a.m. – Welcoming, housekeeping details, and 
designation of sub-committees to work on 
business topics.

8:40 a.m. - 10:10 a.m. – Business Session

10:10 a.m. - 10:40 a.m. – Break

10:40 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. – Rev. Lyle Johnston, 
Pastor of Chino Valley UMC and 
consultant to the Desert Southwest 
Conference’s Commission on Archives 
and History, will speak about “Revival 
Camp Meetings in 19th 
Century.Methodism..

12:00 p.m. - 12:50 p.m. – Lunch will be served at 
the PVUMC campus

12:50 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. – Mr. L. Dale Patterson, 
Archivist-Records Administrator of the 
General Commission on Archives and 
History, will give a presentation on “How 
the local church takes care of electronic 
(digital) records.”

2:40 p.m. - 3:40 p.m. – Rev. Mr. Paul McCleary, 
author of Methodism in the Towns of 
North Central Arizona, will speak on his 
book and the research process. 

3:50 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. – To be announced. Tour of 
PVUMC campus and Archives

5:10 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. – Dinner will be served at 
the PVUMC campus.

6:30 p.m. – Return to Homewood   
                  Suites

Saturday April 30, 2011
              Field Trip/Educational Tour

7:00a.m. - 10:00 a.m. – Breakfast

8:30 a.m. – Depart to visit the Pueblo Grande 
Museum and Archaeological Park. 
4619 E. Washington Street, Phoenix.

9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. – Tour of Pueblo Grande 

10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. – Depart for tour and l
unch at United Methodist Outreach 
Ministries (UMOM) 3333 E. Van Buren St., 
Phoenix. The lunch will be prepared by 
UMOM residents in food services training.

12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. – Depart and tour First 
UMC of Glendale, 7102 N 58th Dr., 
Glendale, and end with a brief amount of t
ime set aside to tour Glendale’s historic 

town square district.
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3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. – Depart from Glendale and 
tour Central UMC of Phoenix;
1875 N. Central Ave., Phoenix.

4:15 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. – Return to lodgings to 
prepare for dinner

6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. – The dinner and tour of the 
DSC archives will take place at the United 

Methodist Center, 1550 E Meadowbrook Ave., 
Phoenix, in the Galvan Room. A relaxing 
evening of Mariachi music and a delicious 
Mexican buffet.

Sunday, May 1, 2011 – 
            Closing Activities

7:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. – Breakfast

8:40 a.m. – Transportation will be provided 
to the United Methodist Center from 
Homewood Suites

8:45 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. – Unfinished 
business and formal adjournment. 

10:20 a.m. – Transportation will depart to 
go to Central UMC for worship.

11:00 a.m.-12:00 Noon – Worship service 
and blessings for safe travel. Box lunches 
will be available for registrants as they 
leave the worship service. Transportation 
will be provided to the Homewood Suites.

ACCOMMODATIONS – Homewood Suites Hotel 
Phoenix Biltmore, located at 2001 E. Highland 
Ave., Phoenix, AZ. 85016 has been selected as 
the conference hotel. We were able to get 
discounted room rate at $89, plus local taxes of 
13.27 %, totaling $100.81. The rooms are 1 
bedroom suites with kitchens. This rate includes 
three complete breakfasts and supper on 
Thursday evening. When calling to make 
reservations, mention you are with “The Archives 
& History Commission of the United Methodist 
Church.” The telephone number for reservations is 
602-508-0937.

Check-in at Homewood Suites is 3:00 p.m. Late 
check-out on Sunday is 1:00 p. m. Please make 
that request when you register. 

Persons who are not staying at the Homewood 
Suites will need to make arrangements to be at 
the hotel at the appropriate times for tours, 
business meetings and Sunday worship. 

The Super Shuttle provides transportation to and 
from Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport: 602-244-900 or 
1-800-258-3826. Cost $15.00 each way. You can 
book and pay online by contacting 
supershuttle.com. The cost is $14.00 each way.

Online registration is available at: 
http://desertsouthwestconference.org/archives
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REGISTRATION FORM

Name 
____________________________________________

__________________________________________
         Please print name(s) as you wish them to appear on your
           name tag(s) and registrant list.

Mailing
Address_____________________________________
                   Street / Apt. # or P.O. Box       

________________________________________
     City                                     State                       Zip Code

Phones:  Home _____________________  
Cell     ____________________

Email _______________________________

Your Annual Conference 
____________________________________________

_______________________________________

Early Bird registration is $165 in effect to March 31, 
2011

$165.00     x________ = _________

Late registration is $185. Registration deadline is April 
21, 2011

$185.00     x________ = _________

For those not attending the annual meeting, but 
wanting to take part in some of the activities, listed 
below are the opportunities available (which are 
already included in the meeting registration fee above 
for meeting attendees):

Saturday tours and 2 meals
    $65.00     x________ = _________

Saturday Mexican Buffet
    $25.00     x________ = _________

Sunday Box lunch only
     $10.00     x________ = _________

                                                       Total  _________ 

_______ The number of persons registering 
                on this form.
 
_______ I (we) have made arrangements other than 

Homewood Suites for lodging OR live within 
commuting distance.

Please note any food restrictions: 

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

Please list any physical restrictions 

____________________________________________

___________________________________________

Emergency contact person(s): 

___________________________________________

Phone______________________

____ I (We) expect to arrive in Phoenix by car.

____ I (We) expect to rent a car in Phoenix

Arrival day/time______ _____________________

Airline ________________________

Departure day/time_ _______________________

Airline ________________________

Please make your check out to “Desert Southwest 
Conference” and mail with this form to:

Desert Southwest Conference
WJCAH Meeting Registrar
1550 E Meadowbrook Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85014-4040

Telephone: (602) 266-6956 or (800) 229-8622

WJCAH annual meeting host, Chair: William Stead 
(520) 578-0208
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