
UMC Historical Audio 
Project Solicits Help

Mike Hickcox, Manager of Radio 
Ministry Initiatives at UMCom, is asking 
for our help.  He has worked with the 
General Commission on Archives and 
History (GCAH) for the past several 
years to digitize audio programs and 
presentations of the church.  More than 
800 digitized files are saved on gold 
CDs and stored at the denominational 
archives at Drew University in Madison, 
N.J.  Most of the audio is available on-
line at http://audio.umc.org.  The oldest 
recording in the collection is the 1939 
unification of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Methodist Episcopal Church 
South, and Methodist Protestant Church, 
which formed the Methodist Church.

Hickcox has retrieved reel-to-
reel tapes from the GCAH archives, 
United Methodist seminaries, annual 
conference archives, and other church 
sources.  There are other important 
speeches, sermons, and presentations 
from major Methodist and United 
Methodist figures sitting on shelves, 
slowly deteriorating.  If you know of 
the existence of any such tapes, please 
contact Rev. Hickcox at Mhickcox@
UMCom.org or by phone at 612-742-
5110.  The need to preserve these 
essential records of the church is urgent.

Southern Hospitality, 
History, and Canada 
Geese abound at Lake 
Junaluska

by Pat Thompson

More than 100 United Methodists 
gathered at the Lake Junaluska 
Assembly, the Conference and Retreat 
Center for the Southeastern Jurisdiction, 
from June 29- July 2 to celebrate the 
20th anniversary of the Historical 
Society of the United Methodist Church 
(HSUMC).  The GCAH’s First Historical 
Convocation, at which the HSUMC was 
founded, was held at Lake Junaluska the 
same week of 1989. 

Before the formal program began, 
attendees visited the SEJ Heritage 
Center and enjoyed a boat tour narrated 
by Bill Lowry, Lake Junaluska’s historian.  
He noted the large number of Canada 
Geese that reside at the Lake and invited 
everyone to take a goose home!

Dr. George Freeman, General 
Secretary of the World Methodist 
Council, gave the keynote address.  He 
discussed some of the trends in 21st 
century world Methodism, including 
changes in dress and worship styles, 
the move from inclusive worship to 
indigenous worship, closer church-
state relations in some areas, and the 
global migration of pastors.  He worries 
that the church is being silenced by its 
need to compete with other community 
events in new ways.  He also questioned 
what is happening to the “Methodist 
ethos.”  Following the plenary Art and 
Betty Swarthout graciously opened their 
lakeside home for an ice cream social.

After Dr. A. V. Huff led opening 
worship on Tuesday morning, Dr. 
Robert Sledge analyzed the 1844 schism 
that separated the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South from the Methodist 
Episcopal Church.  Participants then 
chose among workshops:  The History 
of Gulfside Assembly by Mollie Stewart, 
The History of Hinton Rural Life 

Center by Lyle D. Shipley and “What 
Digital Records Shall We Keep?” by 
Dale Patterson.  After lunch, Bill Lowry 
spoke on the history of the Assembly, 
and the afternoon session closed with 
a tour of the World Methodist Museum 
conducted by its director, Dianne Mills.  
The day concluded with former SEJ 
Heritage Center Director Gerry Reiff ’s 
talk on the history and development of 
the Heritage Center. 

Dr. Robert Williams, GCAH General 
Secretary, led Wednesday morning 
devotions, then Dr. Joe Hale, General 
Secretary Emeritus, discussed the life of 
lay evangelist Harry Denman.  Annual 
conferences across the United States 
annually present a “Denman Evangelism 
Award” to one clergy person and one 
lay person who exhibit outstanding 
efforts for Christian Evangelism.  

Another round of workshops 
followed:  The History of the Intentional 
Growth Center, How to Keep Digital 
Records by Dale Patterson, and Serving 
the Local Church History Community 
by Art Swarthout.  That afternoon, the 
HSUMC and the SEJHS held their annual 
meetings.

At the Wednesday evening 
anniversary banquet, the SEJHS 
presented honorary life memberships 
to Ann Nelson Phillips, Thelma and 
Howard Crowder, and Art Swarthout.  
Pat Thompson and Jim Morris 
presented the HSUMC’s annual Ministry 
of Memory Award to Lois Olson of  
Wisconsin. Rob Sledge awarded the 
2009 Saddlebag Selection to United 
Methodism at Forty:  Looking Back, 
Looking Forward by Charles Yrigoyen, 
Jr., John G. McEllhenney, and Kenneth 
E. Rowe.  Pat Thompson recognized 
the faithful service of Rob Sledge, the 
Society’s first President, who has served 
on the HSUMC Board for 17 of its 20 
years of existence.

Dr. Yrigoyen, who was General 
Secretary of the GCAH when the HSUMC 
was formed, offered the evening address, 
“‘And Are We Yet Alive?’:  Celebrating the 
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Pat Thompson to Edit
Next Few Issues

Pat Thompson, immediate past presi-
dent of HSUMC, will edit the next few issues 
of Historian’s Digest while Jane Donovan 
finishes her D. Min.  Pat will take the reins 
immediately following the issue you are 
currently holding in you hands.  She can 
receive your submissions at pajt8817@aol.
com.  The deadline for submissions for the 
next issue is September 1.

All address changes should still be sent 
to Phil Lawton at Philip.Lawton@dol.net

Thank you for your understanding and 
cooperation.

 – Jane Donovan

Digest



Letter from the President
W. H. L. Wallace was a Civil War general.  He was mortally wounded while 

commanding a division at the battle of Shiloh.  He lingered for several days.  His 
only consolation was that his wife Ann was able to get to his bedside before his 
death.  His last words were “We meet in heaven.”

In Washington, D. C., a telegraph announced that General Wallace had been 
gravely wounded.  A group visiting with President Abraham Lincoln, expressed 
concern that the general in question was Lew Wallace, future author of Ben Hur and 
a popular figure in northern circles.  Deep distress was expressed until a follow-up 
telegram clarified the situation.  Then people expressed almost giddy joy that the 
wounded general was not “our Wallace.”  Lincoln quieted the room when he dourly 
observed, “Well, he was somebody’s Wallace.”

It is my honor and privilege to serve as the president of the Historical Society of 
The United Methodist Church.  I attended that first meeting at Lake Junaluska, and 
was deeply moved to assume the presidency in the place of its founding twenty years 
later.  I am also grateful for the leaders who preceded me, especially our most recent 
president, Pat Thompson, who served faithfully and well over the past two quadrennia.

The Historical Society is a body that maintains a ministry of memory for our 
denomination.  We are the “somebody” who remembers the myriad witnesses of 
United Methodism.  We remember what they said and did, believed and practiced, 
that provide the foundation of our faith today.  We honor their successes and study 
their failures to know our own strengths and weaknesses better.  We grow by 
knowing those who have gone before.

Next year our annual meeting will be held jointly with that of the Western 
Jurisdiction in the Puget Sound area of Washington State.  We will visit sites 
significant to Methodism in the region, and learn of early Methodist missionaries, 
African American holiness leaders, and work among the Yakima.  We will be the 
“somebody” who names and claims those persons.  

In 2011, we will have a joint Convocation with the General Commission on 
Archives and History, the HSUMC, and the South Central Jurisdiction, in Oklahoma 
City.  We will hear of Native American work from the Oklahoma Indian Missionary 
Conference, as well as Hispanic and Methodist frontier themes.  United States 
Indian removal policy casts a long shadow over many Methodists from OIMC.  For 
instance, the Wyandotte can trace their Methodist lineage to Sandusky, Ohio, and to 
honored Methodists like John Stewart and chiefs Monocue and Between-the-logs.  
Again, we will be the “somebody” who names and claims.

If you are unable to attend these meetings, you will still be able to participate in 
this important ministry by maintaining your membership in the Historical Society, 
and by recommending membership to others.  The material that arises from these 
meetings will be available to you on the website, in the pages of Methodist History 
and in the Historian’s Digest.  Whether face to face or cyberspace to cyberspace, we 
will minister together by naming and claiming our past.

If we of the HSUMC had been at the gathering in Washington, D.C. with President 
Lincoln et al we could have said, “Yes, Mr. President.  This Wallace is our Wallace.”  
For W. H. L. Wallace was a product of the Rock River Seminary in Mt. Morris, 
Illinois, the first Methodist institution of higher learning in Northwest Illinois, 
and precursor of such later Methodist-related institutions as Garrett Evangelical 
Theological Seminary and Northwestern University.

Ours is the ministry of memory.  Who knows where that will lead us?  Join in, 
and enjoy the trip.

 – Daniel Swinson, President

southern hospitality cont.

Twentieth Anniversary of The Historical 
Society of the United Methodist Church.”  
Chuck noted that the Society was 
founded with more than 1000 charter 
members.  Half did not renew their 
membership and the Society continues 
to lose membership.  He challenged 
everyone to recruit new members.

The meeting ended with closing 
worship and Holy Communion, led by 
Bishop Larry Goodpaster of the Western 
North Carolina Conference.  Many 
thanks go to the Rev. Arthur Warren, 
president of the SEJHS; the Rev. Arthur 
Swarthout, event coordinator; and the 
members of the SEJHS who served on 
the planning committee. 
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Please send address changes 
to Phil Lawton.  Editorial 
correspondence should be directed 
to Pat Thompson.  The deadline for 
submissions for the next issue is 
September 1, 2009.

Historian’s Digest is published 
quarterly by the Historical Society of 
the United Methodist Church.  



Highlights of the 2009 
Annual Business 
Meeting

by Pat Thompson

Two new members joined the Board 
of Directors of the HSUMC: Marge 
Benham from the Western Jurisdiction, 
who will serve as the liaison to GCAH 
for the next quadrennium and Barbara 
Essen,  the new secretary of the Society.  
This was the first time in six years that 
a current treasurer had been able to 
be present at the annual meeting; due 
appreciation was expressed to Chuck 
Yrigoyen.

Beginning in 2011, the Ministry of 
Memory award will be given within 
the jurisdiction in which the annual 
meeting is being held, in order to 
conserve travel funds and enable family 
and friends of the recipient to attend.

Because of the costs of mailing 
Methodist History outside of the United 
States, beginning with the October 2009 
issue, it will be available, free of charge, 
on the GCAH website at www.gcah.
org.  Those who still wish to receive a 
paper copy can do so by subscription 
or by joining the HSUMC.  The HSUMC’s 
annual dues structure will be altered 
to reflect this change, effective January 
1, 2010.  Those electing to receive 
Methodist History online will receive a 
reduction in their dues; those electing 
to receive a paper copy of Methodist 
History will continue to pay the 
current dues.  The Society also voted 
to eliminate the two year membership 
option, to simply bookkeeping.  The 
new dues structure will be published in 
the next issue of Historian’s Digest.

John Witmer, a member of the 
Society from Iowa, died recently and left 
a $2000 bequest to the HSUMC. 

Christopher Shoemaker, 
Southeastern Jurisdiction, was elected 
by the Board to fill the vacancy on the 
Program Committee created by the 
election of Dan Swinson as President 
for the next quadrennium. 

Official minutes of the 2009 annual 
meeting will be published in an 
upcoming issue of Methodist History. 

Webmaster Needed
After two years of outstanding 

service, Dan Smith has resigned 
as HSUMC’s webmaster.  If you are 
willing and able to serve, please 
contact Dan Swinson at djswinson@
wowway.com. 

Historical Society of the
United Methodist Church

Proposed Budget for 2010
Income:
Dues ..........................................................................................................$ 7,000.00
Reserves .................................................................................................... 5,800.00
 ____________________________________________________________________________
    Total Income    ...............................................................................$12,800.00

Expenses:
Methodist History ..............................................................................$ 5,000.00
Historian’s Digest .................................................................................. 1,600.00
Travel (Bd of Directors) ...................................................................... 4,000.00
Awards ....................................................................................................... 1,500.00
Postage ...........................................................................................................200.00
Insurance ......................................................................................................250.00
Miscellaneous..............................................................................................250.00
 ____________________________________________________________________________
    Total expenses ...............................................................................$12,800.00

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF THE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Treasurer’s Report
June 30, 2009

Balance – June 30, 2008 ..................................................................$ 7,555.91
Income: 
Dues ..........................................................................................................$ 6,655.20
    United Methodist Devel. Fund ..................................................    4,618.14
 _________
Total Income .......................................................................................$11,273.34
Expenses:
    Methodist History ..........................................................................$ 4,943.53
    Historian’s Digest ...........................................................................    1,442.20
    Awards ................................................................................................    2,194.65
    Travel (Board of Directors) ........................................................    3,181.60
    Postage ................................................................................................         71.13
    Insurance ...........................................................................................       176.91
    Bank Service Fees ...........................................................................         56.00 
    Miscellaneous ...................................................................................         61.13 
 _________
Total Expenses ...................................................................................$12,127.15

Balance – June 30, 2009 .................................................................$  6,702.10

Investments in United Methodist Development Fund:
June 30, 2009:  ..........................................$14,329.01 (Matures 9/11/12)



Rob Sledge was honored at the Junaluska gathering for his 
faithful service to the HSUMC

• September 19, 2009: East Ohio Conference 
Commission on Archives and History, Ohio Wesleyan 
University, Delaware OH.  Contact: Lowell Peterson at 
lepeterson1@juno.com 

• October 2-4, 2009: 20th annual meeting of the Charles 
Wesley Society, Epworth by the Sea, St. Simons Island, 
Georgia.  Cost: $50, all-inclusive. Contact: Dr. Robert 
Williams at rwilliams@gcah.org

• July 19-23, 2010: Joint meeting of HSUMC with 
Western Jurisdictional Archives and History, Seattle

• July 21-24, 2011: HSUMC annual meeting, in 
conjunction with the 7th Historical Convocation, 
Oklahoma City.

• May 15-16, 2012: Joint meeting of HSUMC with 
Northeastern Jurisdictional Archives and History, 
Gettysburg PA.
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