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The Equator in Ecuador—missionaries and staff 
members at the missionary training held in Ecuador 
in 2015 straddle both sides of the Equator in Quito 
at the Mitad del Mundo (“Middle of the World”). 
Not only do they come from everywhere and serve 
everywhere in the world, sometimes missionaries can 
be in two hemispheres at the same time! Shown in 
order are: Miguel Mairena, David Fabian Murgueytio, 
Alma Navarro, Richard Navarro, Claudete Mora, Young 
Seon Kim, Carla Warnock, Cathy Whitlatch, Adam 
Shaw, Tyrone LaValley, and Pablo Mora.



New World Outlook JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2016 3

JOURNEYS OF FAITH  
UNITED METHODIST MISSIONARIES

Ahmade Alkalil carries his 3-year old son Suleiman on his 
shoulders as they and other Syrian refugees walk through the 

countryside near Messstetten, Germany. They have applied for 
asylum in Germany and are awaiting word on the government’s 

decision. Meanwhile, they live in a room in a former  
army barracks in Messstetten.
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From the editor

From Dieudonne Kutela 
Katembo—Angola
New Missionaries at Quessua

I

n October 2015, my family and 
I left our home in the DR Congo 

to go to the Quessua Mission in 
Angola. We received a warm wel-
come by the church members, 
mission pastor, and the bishop 
upon our arrival.

 My fi rst mission tour of the 
area helped me to assess some 
possibilities for agricultural proj-
ects. I visited different farmers 
who have already started prepar-
ing the land for the new agricultur-
al season. It was good for me to 
hear about Quessua and its poten-
tial for agricultural development. 
Yet a lot needs to be done. There 
is a serious need to train farmers 
in agriculture techniques and to in-
troduce different, more nutritional 
food crops that are essential for 
improving diets and reducing mal-
nutrition in children.

 Before the civil war in Angola, 
Quessua Mission was a center of 
excellence. It had the best farms 
and demonstration fi elds for stu-
dents. Agriculture was the source 
of food for the entire community. 
Our goal is to resume the agricul-
tural program at the mission sta-
tion, while also encouraging mem-
bers of the community to accept 
both modern livestock husbandry 
and better farming techniques. 
Women at the women’s training 

FOLLOWING A CALLING

M

ore often than not, it takes a long time to see a church develop-
ing and reaching its potential as an instrument of God’s grace in 

the community. Pastors, laypeople, and missionaries sometimes have to 
possess the special gift of patience to keep working with faith that their 
labors are worth their investment. Some Christians can work an entire 
lifetime in ministry without feeling they have made much progress, but 
they keep on because they feel God’s call. In retrospect, sometimes it is 
those very people whom God is using to build the foundation—the shoul-
ders that bear up future generations.

But at other times, the Holy Spirit moves quickly. In the July-August 
2015 issue of New World Outlook, Danny Umba Kalangwa, a Global 
Mission Fellow from Tanzania, submitted an article about his experience 
in the Philippines (p. 21 “A Contrast in Support for Young Adults”) “In my 
opinion,” he stated, “the UMC in Tanzania does not offer guidance on 
the various opportunities available to young adults in the church.” In the 
Philippines, however, Danny worked with youth and young adults who 
were organized to offer service to others, contributed their time to min-
istry, and were supported in their outreach and encouraged by their local 
churches. I don’t know how Danny’s article affected other readers, but it 
made me refl ect on the lost opportunities in Tanzania. Danny grew up in a 
United Methodist Church—a strong youth and young adult ministry should 
be his birthright!

This issue of New World Outlook includes the story of a missionary 
pastor who has been appointed to the UMC in Tanzania to develop a na-
tional UMC program for youth and young adult ministries (p. 19). The Rev. 
Young Seon “Christina” Kim, a South Korean pastor of the Northern Illinois 
Conference, has spent the last year developing Next Generation ministries 
to recruit and equip young Tanzanian leadership for ministry and mission. 
Objectives of Kim’s work include the preparation of pastors and lay leaders 
with skills in relating to young people and analysis of the youth ministries 
presently underway in each of the church’s districts. 

Danny Umba Kalangwa voices his frustration, God answers prayer—by 
calling Christina Kim, who discerns and answers God’s calling on her life. 
Sometimes the mission work of the church works just like that. Amen.

Please read and enjoy all the missionary stories in this issue. Two 
missionary pastors currently serving multicultural churches in Europe, 
Matthew Laferty and George Miller, fi nd themselves in the middle of the 
migrant crisis as Syrians and refugees from other countries arrive in their 
communities, passing through or asking for asylum.

The map on pp. 24-25 shows where commissioned UMC missionaries 
are coming from and where they are going, all over the world. The diver-
sity of the missionary community has greatly increased even since our last 
map, just four years ago.

Christie R. House 
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Letters from Missionaries

college dean, the Rev. Florentino Mina. As the M.Div and the D.Min programs just 
began a few years ago, the college needs teachers, a good library, and scholarships. 
Alan and I are the fi rst residential teachers. I teach Systematic Theology, Theology 
of Mission, and D.Min courses. Alan, who is a mission volunteer, teaches New 
Testament, Greek, and Pastoral Care and Counseling.
The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Tapia is originally from the Philippines and served as the direc-
tor of mission theology for Global Ministries, 2011 to 2015. 

From Donna Pewo, Church and Community Worker
Youth Spring Trip to Tennessee

W

hat a wonderful fi ve days our youth and chaperons had in Mt. Juliet, Tennes-
see. This Clinton Indian Church and Community Center youth mission trip was 

conceived back in 2012. The youth held several fundraisers to meet their goal, and 
fi nally, in 2015, six youth, myself, a second chaperon, Martheia Niedo, and the Rev. 
David Wilson, the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference Superintendent, were 
greeted by members of the Providence UMC in Mt. Juliet. Our days were fi lled with 
volunteering at the Second Harvest Food Bank in Nashville in partnership with the 
youth from Providence church. We sorted through 17, 700 tons of food that week at 
the food bank. In addition, we participated in a scavenger hunt in downtown Nash-
ville, and we got in a little mall shopping.

 During our shared worship services, our youth sang some of their tribal hymns. 
The Providence youth told us that the Clinton Church and Community Center youth 
made a real difference in their lives. For many of the Native American youth who 
made this trip, it will be a trip of a lifetime. One important goal of this trip was to en-
courage the youth to explore and visit outside their comfort zones. As we were trav-
eling back to Oklahoma, one of our kids said: “It’s good to know there are still good 
people out there.”
The Rev. Donna Chaat Pewo, from the Camanche tribe, serves as pastor and director 
of the Clinton Indian Church and Community Center ministry in Clinton, Oklahoma. 
Most of the chidren and youth who participate in the ministry are from the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho communities.

center will also be trained in how 
to grow food crops that have high 
nutritional value for their families. 
We want agriculture to be the main 
source of food for the mission board-
ing school, orphanage, and the sur-
rounding community in the region.
Dieudonne Kutela Katembo serves 
as a missionary at Quessua Mission 
with his wife Fatuma Olangi and their 
fi ve children.

From Elizabeth Tapia—Philippines 
Settling in Cagayan

M

y husband, Alan (the Rev. Alan 
Cogswell), and I are now in Ca-

gayan, Northern Philippines, meeting 
people, setting up a temporary home 
and offi ce, learning a new language 
and a new culture, teaching and 
preaching, and receiving gracious 
hospitality from the local residents. 
We’ve already experienced intense 
heat and deadly typhoons in our fi rst 
three months of mission service.

 We came by way of a request 
from Bishop Pedro M. Torio, Jr., of 
the Baguio Episcopal Area. He asked 
for a missionary teacher for John 
Wesley College (JWC) and Divinity 
School in Tuguegarao City, Cagayan, 
Philippines, but also for some small 
UMC-related colleges in the area. We 
will assist in the mentoring of a new 
generation of pastors, theologians, 
and lay workers.

 At JWC, I work closely with the 
president, Dr. Rodel Acdal, and the 

Kutela advising a vegetable garden farmer on how to plant in 
rows for easy cultivation and weed control, Quessua, Angola.
PHOTO: COURTESY KUTELA KATEMBO
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M atthew Laferty folds his 
6-foot, 7-inch frame into 
a window seat on a train 

headed to Vienna. A seasoned travel-
er, he does this with more ease than 
one might expect. In fact, Laferty—a 

Global Ministries mis-
sionary serving in 
Austria—gives the 
impression of being at 
ease, no matter how 
harried, uncertain, or 
constricting his cir-

cumstances may be.
At age 30, he is on his second mis-

sionary assignment, serving as pas-
tor of the English-speaking United 
Methodist Church (ESUMC) in 
Vienna. “I sometimes describe my-
self as an ‘accidental missionary,’” 
he says, as he settles into the hour-
long train ride from Linz, where he’d 
been visiting a United Methodist 

youth program. “I was looking for a 
one-year mission experience to help 
me transition from seminary to local 
parish ministry. Now, four and a half 
years later, I’m grateful that, by ac-
cident, I received a full-time mission-
ary appointment.” 

Welcoming the Stranger

His fi rst appointment was in Mos-
cow, Russia, where he served four 
years as pastor of the Moscow 
Protestant Chaplaincy (MPC) and ex-
ecutive director of the MPC Social 
Services. The ecumenical chaplain-
cy—which includes United Method-
ists, Presbyterians, Evangelical 
Lutherans, Reformed Church in 
America members, and American 
Baptists—dates back to 1962. Its so-
cial-services arm was founded during 
the Perestroika/Glasnost period of 
the early 1990s. 

Laferty’s Moscow congregation
was a multicultural one, and its mem-
bers, he recalls, “helped us to recog-
nize the need to work among immi-
grants.” During his tenure, that work 
took diverse forms—from providing 
health care, particularly for women, 
to fi ghting racism, feeding the hun-
gry, and offering Russian-language 
classes to help speed newcomers’ 
integration. 

That ministry set Laferty up for 
his current work in Austria, where 
he again leads a multicultural par-
ish. Once more he has become im-
mersed—almost by accident—in a 
ministry of welcome and hospitality 
for migrants and refugees. 

Europe’s Refugees

Laferty’s arrival in Austria in August 
2015 coincided with the headline-
grabbing arrival, all across Europe, of 

AnAccidental    
     Missionary

The Rev. Matthew A. Laferty (kneeling in the center) being installed as the pastor of the 
English-Speaking United Methodist Church of Vienna, Austria.
PHOTO:TIMOTHY MANGAN

Ohio, US
Moscow

Austria

by Linda Unger
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political science and international af-
fairs, and then continued on to Yale 
Divinity School.

In the few—but full—years since 
his ordination, Laferty says that he 
has come to understand mission 
as “a community of believers who 
are the body of Christ in the world.” 
Continuing, he notes, “It’s interest-
ing that in Matthew 25, in the para-
ble about the sheep and goats, Jesus 
never asks: ‘How many people did you 

proselytize? How many were saved? 
How many were baptized?’ Rather, his 
eschatological vision is concerned with 
questions like: ‘When did you see me 
poor? When did you see me naked?’ 
And, I would add, ‘When did you see 
me as an immigrant or a refugee?’ And 
then, ‘What did you do?’”

Linda Unger is the senior writer for the 
General Board of Global Ministries.

tens of thousands of refugees and migrants from the Middle East and North 
Africa. This wave of newcomers reached a peak over the summer, just as 
Laferty was moving into his new role as pastor of the ESUMC. 

“Vienna is a transit city, so most people are moving on to Germany, Sweden, 
and Denmark,” he explains. “So there is a significant need for overnight accom-
modations.” When the ESUMC and the German-speaking United Methodist con-
gregation with which it shares a sanctuary learned of the need, they quickly pro-
vided a space for 50 overnight guests, receiving 300 people in three weeks.

For three weeks, they maintained the space, befriended the refugees 
who came and went almost daily, and provided food for them. Thank-you 
notes drawn by small children still adorned the walls of the space more than 
two months later. The two congregations have decided to meet the need for  
medium-term living space for 10 refugees awaiting the out-
come of their asylum petitions.

“Of all the contemporary social issues,” he points out, 
“the Bible speaks most often about hospitality and welcome. 
We’re reminded that Jesus himself was a refugee. So imag-
ine what would happen if Jesus were born in Syria today. 
Would he be one of the infants on a flimsy boat crossing the 
Mediterranean Sea? Would he be one of the children who 
drowned and washed up on a beach in Turkey or Greece?”

Laferty knowingly draws on Wesleyan tradition when he 
considers the challenge posed by global migration and the 
proper Christian response. “We look to do no harm,” he 
says, and “to fully consider what it means to do good.”

God’s Mission

Born in the village of Crestline, Ohio, Laferty says its local 
United Methodist church was an important part of his family’s 
life. The church in which he was raised was the one where 
his parents were married and worshiped and where his ma-
ternal grandparents had their funerals. His own missionary 
vocation was nurtured and encouraged there.

When he was 15, Laferty attended a Lenten presentation at the church. A 
woman from a nearby congregation had come to talk about the annual con-
ference’s Russia Initiative program. “I came home afterward,” he says, “and 
informed my parents that I was going on the trip to Russia that summer.” His 
parents, who had raised their children to be independent, agreed, but stipu-
lated that he would have to raise the $2,000 cost himself. Thanks to the sup-
port he received from the congregation and community, he ended up raising 
twice as much. 

Two years later, Laferty again traveled to Russia and volunteered in an or-
phanage that was home to 600 children—all of whom had either physical or 
mental disabilities. There, he met a young man his own age who couldn’t 
walk, talk, or hear. Sitting with this youth while other children ran and played, 
he says, “I started wondering where God was in the midst of that, and I could 
hear and feel God saying, ‘I am here. I love these children in ways you will 
never, ever understand.’”

Shortly after that experience, Laferty discerned a calling to ordained min-
istry and mission. He went to Ohio Wesleyan University, where he studied 

Messages regarding missing refugees and migrants are placed on a wall in 
the Hauptbahnhof railroad station in Vienna, Austria, where asylum seekers 
congregate. A massive outpouring from volunteers organizing via social media 
turned the train station into a one-stop refugee referral for all kinds of services.
PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY

Matthew Laferty’s work can be 

supported through The Advance, 

#3021378.
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E xodus! The pictures and stories fl ooding in from Europe bring that an-
cient journey into jarring focus for me. My ministry is on the receiving 
end of what has become a modern-day exodus of people searching for 

a promised land. In Ahmad’s eyes—those of a migrant child who recently ar-
rived in Germany—I saw a faraway stare holding the memory of his homeland 
and his unaccompanied journey to Germany. I had seen that same stare in the 
faces of veterans returning from Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan. Yet the mo-
ment a soccer game began, Ahmad’s smile returned and he became a child 
again, fi nding a bit of normalcy in a strange new environment.

Ahmad is one of the many children who have somehow ar-
rived in Europe without their parents. These children have lost 
the families that sent them ahead alone, hoping they would 
fi nd a better life. Some of these children were traffi cked, but 
all have already experienced enough grief for a lifetime. Their 
journey is not unlike the Exodus of the Jews from Egypt that 
dwells in our corporate Christian memory.

Mission in Europe

It was not long ago that we—I, my wife Heike, who is also a pastor, and our 
family—were called away from our life in New Mexico, along the US border 
with Mexico. We had doubts that Europe was the right place for our minis-
try. I was leaving that great United Methodist mission school, Lydia Patterson 
Institute, along with our local churches and our thriving borderland commu-
nity. That place was a unique laboratory where one could fi nd any sort of min-
istry and mission of transnational interest. In particular, it was the place where 
we had come to practice and love intercultural ministry. Questions concerning 
what kind of mission awaited us in Germany loomed large. Why did such a 

rich place as Germany need mission-
aries anyway?

Upon arrival, we found out fair-
ly quickly that Europe is a challeng-
ing mission fi eld with a great poten-
tial for ministry. While there are, of 
course, more dangerous places to 
do ministry, there may not be many 
places where ministry is more diffi -
cult. In the secular, post-postmodern 
Europe, scarcely half of the people 
profess any faith at all, and, of those 
who do, few attend worship servic-
es. The language of the church can-
not easily be found or understood in 
people’s day-to-day conversations. 
Even translating key points of faith 
that could be used publicly proves 
daunting. The United Methodist 
Church fi nds itself in a sort of diaspo-
ra as a small minority church. Living 
outside Germany’s official state 
Catholic and Protestant (Lutheran) 
churches can be diffi cult, especially 
when the UMC is regarded by some 
in the community with suspicion—or 
worse, is seen as a sect.

Exodus—
A Global Migration 

Across Europe

Texas, US

Germany

George Miller makes a new friend 
on a trip to Ghana. A number of 
members of the English-speaking 
congregations in Germany are 
from Ghana.  PHOTO: DAVID MARKAY
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Yet we know that mobilizing 
weakness is a primary part of God’s 
economy. We are now working in a 
land with 20 or so migrant and inter-
national churches—with more new 
intercultural or ethnic faith groups 
and ministries springing up every 
day. We have begun a number of 
new ministries—with refugees, mi-
grant faith communities, and, of 
note, English-speaking, Arabic, and 
Farsi-speaking groups, including a 
Farsi church start. We are thinking 
of how to adapt to both the pres-
ent generation and the second 
and third generations of migrants 
whose faith groups are maturing. 
How do we best equip and train the 
new church leaders? What models 
of gathering will work best in the 
new environment that refl ects the 
great migration wave now sweep-
ing the country? 

My involvement, working at the 
Central Conference level, is primarily 
an advisory role to the migrant and 
German communities. We are seek-
ing sustainable strategies for man-
aging and developing 
the international and 
migrant church focus 
areas. In general, in a 
relatively small confer-
ence, most of our ef-
fort has to happen at 
the local church level. 
For the church, there 
are few resources to 
address the issues 
alone. Even so, there is 
a hidden strength and 
beauty in the United 
Methodists’ strong 
connectionality.

It has become clear 
to me that strength 
and power are not 
things to be valued 
when they are viewed 
solely as financial 

Bishop Rosemarie Wenner (fi rst row from the bottom, center in white), with participants in a 
Weltmission (“World Mission”) Partner consultation in Freudenstadt, Germany. George Miller is in the second 
row, fi rst from the left.  PHOTO: HOLGER WUERHT  

resources or sources of stability. What gets done here is not through our 
own power but rather through connections and partnerships at many lev-
els. We mobilize more of our assets and resources in the church and 
community, accompanied by a lot of faith in the power of God. While the 
German government is the fi rst responder in the refugee crisis—provid-
ing immediate food, clothing, and shelter—many volunteer agencies and 
individuals supplement this effort and are key to a successful, long-term 
social integration.

The church in Europe is small and the people fl ooding into Europe, like 
the early Israelites, are not strong, stable, or even self-suffi cient. I believe 
that God’s presence reveals itself in a situation where the traditional support 
structures of society are strained. There is a great opportunity for the church 
in this crisis to reestablish itself and to fully utilize its capacity along with that 
of the migrants. 

An ongoing challenge is to promote a more missional approach toward 
migrants in the churches—one that is deliberately more welcoming. I try to 
help churches see the positive image of what migrants bring with them. The 
new people coming into Germany are, for the most part, much needed by the 
economy, and they come with relatively high levels of education and train-
ing. Most are law-abiding and eager to succeed. They bring along a vibrant 
faith that can help revitalize the church in the midst of a secular society. They 
would be a good bet for any country. 

Challenges for Germany

This refugee crisis, which has caused thousands of fl eeing people to drown 
while crossing the Mediterranean Sea, reminds me of the bodies found week-
ly along the US border with Mexico. One recent turning point in Germany was 
marked by horrifying pictures of dead migrant children having washed up on 
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a European beach. A country that con-
siders itself as a model of compassion 
finally opened its arms to the newcom-
ers. The stories evoked memories of 
the aftermath of World War II. I think 
it was a great, proud relief for many 
Germans to have their country seen as 
a land of hope for the rest of the world.

Yet the current situation does not 
come without tension and conflict. 
Along with the uncontrolled influx 
of refugees have come equal numbers 
of economic migrants, including some 
who might be security risks. These 

numbers are straining the system, but 
so far the process is manageable. I 
can truthfully say that just about every 
German community is now being af-
fected as the government distributes 
the refugees throughout the country. 
Hotels, sports halls, abandoned mili-
tary facilities—all are filled with cots 
that are being fully used.

In our neighborhood of Frankfurt, 
the same beds that served Global 
Ministries’ executives and visiting 
bishops only a few months earlier 
now serve a large group of children 
and youth who arrived without their 
parents. The Frankfurt community 

now has a strong migrant majority. 
Particularly in the west and south of 
Germany, even before this current 
wave of immigrants, one in four fami-
lies did not originate in Germany. It is 
certain that these waves of migration 
will change Germany forever.

Without Walls

Finally, what much of the world has 
missed is the impact that the current 
migrant situation is having on the po-
litical shape of Europe. Even with 
Europe’s past history of war and con-

flict, there are very useful and pre-
cious models here. Where walls are 
going up in other countries, Germany 
is a rare modern example of a wall 
coming down—the former wall be-
tween East and West Germany—
and the subsequent rebuilding of 
unity and reconciliation. Perhaps not 
so well known outside of Europe 
is the Schengen agreement area, 
where many European countries of-
ficially have opened their borders in 
a rare and strong model of unity and 
reconciliation.

Some of my students from 
Mexico have come to visit Europe. 

George Miller takes part in the UMCOR consultation on disaster response and disaster risk 
reduction held in Freudenstadt, Germany, October 2015.  PHOTO: KLAUS ULRICH RUOF

They have witnessed the wall being 
built on their border with the United 
States and have experienced the long 
lines to cross that border. So they 
could not believe the porous borders 
found in much of Europe—wide open 
borders between countries where 
world wars had been fought.

Yet a great strain is now being 
placed on European countries, and a 
world model for compassion, unity, 
justice, and reconciliation is being 
eroded. New walls are being built. 
How Germany and other European 
countries handle this crisis will greatly 
affect the future ways in which differ-
ent peoples can live with one another 
in peace.

Migrants today are a prophetic her-
ald to the current status of our world 
and to our calling as individuals and 
as a church to respond. I think they 
represent the new and future reality 
of mission. We cannot ignore issues 
of unity, justice, poverty, or health as 
they now end up right on our own 
doorsteps. The crisis should strong-
ly resonate with our core calling as 
a church to stand over and against a 
perhaps more tempting and comfort-
able accommodation to the world.

The Rev. George Miller serves as coordi-
nator of international and migrant min-
istries for The United Methodist Church 
in Germany (Evangelisch-Methodistische 
Kirche, or EMK) He is a native of North 
Carolina and an ordained elder of the New 
Mexico Annual Conference.

George Miller can be supported 

through The Advance, #3021966.

Donors can also support United 

Methodist efforts to aid refugees 

and global migrants through The 

Advance, Global Refugees/

Migration, #3022144. 
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Young People at General Conference 2016 

Chelsea Spyres is a Global Mission Fellow with Global 
Ministries serving as a US-2 missionary with the NOAH 
Project in Detroit, Michigan. Spyres, along with Peter 
Cibuabua from the DR Congo, was invited to represent 
young United Methodists at General Conference in 2016. 
The United Methodist Young People’s Address is an op-
portunity for youth and young adults to witness boldly 
about the church’s impact on their lives and to cast their 
vision for the future of the church’s work as Christ’s body. 

In an interview that ran in October on umcmission.org, 
Spyres said that her contribution to the Young People’s 
address expressed the power of relationships she experi-
enced during her three-week training as a US-2. She stat-
ed, “I wrote about how we were able to build community 
in the midst of differences that sometimes clashed. At 
the end of day, we realized that we have more in common 
than not. If we start with building relationships first, we 
are able as a church and as a community to overcome our 
differences... respect each other in those differences…
and be in an attitude of love in all that we say and do.”

Part of Spyres’ address will challenge the global church 
to embrace relationships, while also celebrating the ways 
relationships are making a difference right now.  

 
Mission Agency Board Approves Grants

In October 2015, during the General Board of Global 
Ministries’ semiannual meeting, the board of directors 
approved 261 grants totaling more than a million dollars 
to assist mission-related personnel of United Methodist 
and colleague or partner churches outside the United 
States, a release stated. The program, called Nationals in 
Mission, supports mission partners seeking to build their 
capacity to undertake their own mission efforts. 

“‘Nationals in Mission’ is an old program of great value 
that has received relatively little attention lately,” stated 
Thomas Kemper, chief executive of the General Board of 
Global Ministries, in the press release. “It is a way in which 
the connectional church can, for example, assist the Estonia 
Annual Conference to employ a director of children’s minis-
tries, or the Northern Nigeria Conference to engage a rural 
health director, or the Methodist Church of Mexico to hire a 
director of new church development in Culiacan.” 

A majority of the grants will go to annual (regional) 
United Methodist conferences in Africa, where most of 

the church’s membership outside the US is concentrat-
ed. For 2016, grants for Africa total 167; for Asia/Pacific 
region, 33; for Europe/Eurasia, 33; and for Latin America/
Caribbean, 28. 

$1.4 Million to Assist US in Disaster Recovery

The board of directors of the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief (UMCOR) approved $1.4 million in October 2015 
to assist communities in Oklahoma, Texas, and Maryland 
whose storm recovery is far from over. 

Families in Oklahoma and Texas are still feeling the im-
pact of tornadoes, torrential rain, and massive flooding that 
tore across the states last spring. Crisfield, Maryland, was 
among towns hardest hit by Super Storm Sandy in 2012. 

“Sandy put four and a half feet of water on Main Street 
and affected almost every single resident,” stated Greg 
Forrester, head of UMCOR’s US Disaster Response, in 
a release. 

The UMCOR grants will support the efforts of the 
Oklahoma and Texas conferences in their long-term re-
covery efforts, including case management, construction 
management, and volunteer management. For Maryland, 
where numerous homes were found in decline prior to 
Sandy, a grant to the Peninsula-Delaware conference will 
go toward a long-term mitigation project. 

DEATHS —Metra R. Heisler, retired missionary with 
nearly 22 years of service in Sierra Leone, died May 14, 
2015…LaDonna Carey, retired missionary with nearly 
27 years of service in Liberia, died September 29, 2015…
Carroll G. French, retired agricultural missionary with 
nearly 28 years of service in the DR Congo and Burkina 
Faso, died October 8, 2015…Jackson C. Moody, retired 
missionary with nearly 9 years of service in India, died 
October 20, 2015…Jeanette Hoepner, retired missionary 
with more than 17 years of service in the DR Congo, 
died October 31, 2015…Gerhard T. Johnson, retired 
missionary with 40 years of service in India, died October 
31, 2015…Doris Garrison, retired missionary with 12 
½ years of service in Japan, died November 2, 2015…
Edward Barber, retired missionary and home missionary 
with Global Ministries, with more than 32 years combined 
service in Brazil, Chile, Spain, and the United States, died 
November 7, 2015…Maxine Bascom, retired missionary 
with 44 years of service in Japan, died November 16, 2015. 

PHOTO: PAUL JEFFERY
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T he United Methodist Church is well es-
tablished in the southern region of Côte 
d’Ivoire, where the big cities are and 

where our slogan is that every village must have 
a United Methodist congregation. By contrast, 
the northern region is served by a church-plant-
ing program. There, our slogan for evangelism is 
that every town should have a United Methodist Church. About 60 percent 
of the population of Côte d’Ivoire is Muslim, 30 percent is Christian, and 10 
percent is Animist (African traditional religions).

Some young girls in Côte d’Ivoire must spend their time in the market selling their family’s produce rather than in school.  
PHOTO: FRANCINE MASUKA

Th e way to stay connected 
to God’s power is to stay 

connected to Christ. When you 
partner with missionaries, you 

receive the blessings of their 
ministries. Together, we carry 

God’s Love to the world.

JEAN CLAUDE MASUKA MALEKA

Churches Th at Plant Churches
Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea-Conakry, and Guinea-Bissau

by Jean Claude Masuka Maleka

DR Congo

Côte d’Ivoire Kenya
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 The United Methodist Church of 
Côte d’Ivoire (l’Église Méthodiste 
Unie Côte d’Ivoire, or EMU) was 
preceded by the autonomous 
Protestant Church of Côte d’Ivoire.  
It became a United Methodist 
church in 2008, when it was recog-
nized by the General Conference as 
such. Methodism first came to Côte 
d’Ivoire much earlier, being brought 
there in 1914 by William Wadé Harris 
from Liberia. British Methodist mis-
sionaries arrived there at a later date. 

 The Rev. Marcel K. Sachou is the 
director of evangelism for the 
UMC in Côte d’Ivoire. Our 
church-planting target in 2015 
was to build 100 small church 
structures in various commu-
nities that have been reached 
with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Since we launched this 
target, we have so far provid-
ed 23 new churches. Building 
only one small church in a vil-
lage costs about US $12,000. 
Yet our church planting project 
isn’t just about numbers. It’s 
about the deep renewal of the 
Ivoirian church at its centen-
nial and the development of 
new ways of being the church 
that are biblically rooted and 
contextually appropriate.

 New Testament mis-
sion brings people into relationship 
with Christ and with other believ-
ers in responsible churches. New 
Testament mission was most suc-
cessful with churches like the one in 
Thessalonica, which itself became a 
missionary church, reaching out to 
people near and far. Newly planted 
churches are the primary means of 
continuing the mission movement 
and are the ultimate fulfillment of 
the Great Commission. It was the in-
dwelling of the Holy Spirit that moti-
vated early Christians to obey Christ’s 
Great Commission. The Spirit works 

in and through believers—both indi-
vidually and corporately—to continue 
planting churches around the world.

 For each church that is plant-
ed, God has prepared unique work 
for that community, city, or re-
gion. Discipleship happens not only 
through preaching and teaching but 
also through a shared mission that in-
spires members of the body of Christ 
to work together. Effective evange-
lism always begins with a burden. 
Some Christians fail to focus much 
on people who do not yet know the 

Lord. But it isn’t people who con-
vert other people—it is the work of 
the Holy Spirit. Our job as a mission-
al church is to proclaim the gospel 
faithfully, lovingly, accurately, clearly, 
and understandably, and then to let 
God work.

Unreached Villages

There are many unreached groups 
of people in Côte d’Ivoire. Some are 
in areas that are poor and difficult to 
reach. When we plant new church-
es, we reach new people and new 
cultures. We need an integrated, 

holistic approach for this task. Our 
strategy is to plant churches that, in 
turn, plant even more churches—
strengthening these new churches 
in making disciples through a for-
mal discipleship program. Planting 
new churches is the primary way 
the church adapts itself to an ever-
changing culture. Leadership emerg-
es when there is room to grow. 
Churches that are already top-heavy 
in leadership have a hard time em-
powering younger leaders, but new 
church plants enable young church 

members to become the 
next generation of leaders.

Guinea-Conakry 

Mission

The United Methodist mis-
sion in the African Republic 
of Guinea was founded in 
1996. It is the initiative of 
Ivoirians who live and work in 
Guinea’s capital city, Conakry. 
Since 2002, these United 
Methodists have organized 
themselves into local church-
es, but they continue to rent 
places for worship and must 
move from place to place to 
avoid conflict. Despite this, 
God’s power allowed the 
United Methodist mission in 
Guinea-Conakry to grow from 

two congregations to four: two in 
Conakry and the other two in a for-
ested area in the southern part of the 
country. Today, the Guinea-Conakry 
church has 300 members. The vision 
of the conference mission depart-
ment is to open a Methodist primary 
school and a medical clinic to support 
the efforts of evangelization in the 
country.

Given the presence of the Ebola 
virus in Guinea, our local church in 
Kissidougou was at the center of our 
United Methodist connectional sys-
tem. The Rev. Lazare Ghraah, who is 

Jean Claude Masuka Maleka, Francine Ilunga Mpanga Mufuk, 
and their children, Berthe Mafefe Maleka, and Ephraim Masuka 
Maleka.  PHOTO: COURTESY THE MASUKA MALEKA FAMILY
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F or several years, I worked 
alongside my husband, 
Jean Claude, as a volun-

teer. Then, in June 2015, I was 
commissioned by the UMC in 
the North Georgia Conference 
to serve as a missionary in Côte 
d’Ivoire, responsible for coordi-
nating the Young Girls Ministry. 
Since August 2015, we have se-
lected more than 60 marginalized 
girls for the ministry. We use dif-
ferent sets of criteria to determine 
membership in the program. First, 
we work with young adolescents, 
aged 10 to14, who are living with 
either one or no parent. They live 
in rural, remote, or isolated geo-
graphic areas. Some are already 
married at that young age, as 
they live in areas of Côte d’Ivoire 
where child marriage is still accept-
ed. We especially want to work with 
adolescent mothers and adolescent 
commercial sex workers, as well as 
with girls who have dropped out of 
school at an early age or who have 
never gone to school at all.

 Girls from indigenous groups or 
minority ethnic groups need special 

attention, as they are often at a dis-
advantage, having had little exposure 
to French, the official language of the 
country. Adolescent girls with mini-
mal social networks, girls from socially 
conservative families, girls serving as 
domestic workers, migrant girls and 
others separated from their families, 
and refugees or internally displaced 
girls can also join the program.

based in Conakry, thanked the church 
for its support in providing food for 
Ebola-affected communities. He ac-
knowledged that the assistance has 
strengthened our presence in a coun-
try where only 4 percent are Christians.

 
Guinea-Bissau Mission

The United Methodist mission in 
Guinea-Bissau (a separate country 
adjacent to Guinea-Conakry) is very 
young. It was started by a former 
Guinean minister who was a refugee 

in Côte d’Ivoire. After he encountered 
the Methodist Church in Abidjan, 
Côte d’Ivoire, he returned to Guinea-
Bissau and founded a Methodist 
Christian community. 

 Unfortunately, given the political 
situation in Guinea-Bissau at that time, 
this minister was arrested, impris-
oned, and later died. Yet his family has 
continued his work. His son, Lopez, 
was trained in an Evangelical School 
in Senegal. Lopez is the current pastor 
of the Guinea-Bissau church under the 

supervision of the Côte d’Ivoire Annual 
Conference. God is present in this con-
gregation, which currently has more 
than 200 members.

The Rev. Jean Claude Masuka Maleka is 
a United Methodist missionary with the 
General Board of Global Ministries as-
signed to evangelism and church plant-
ing in Côte d’Ivoire. Based in Abidjan, 
he is an ordained clergy member of the 
South Congo Annual Conference, DR 
Congo Central Conference.

One of the teen mothers, with her baby, who 
participates in the Ministry for Young Girls in 
Côte d’Ivoire.  PHOTO: FRANCINE MASUKA

Ministry for Young Girls
by Francine Masuka

The more I interacted with young 
girls, the more disturbed and 
heartbroken I became. Even 

though many girls I met in Côte 
d’Ivoire came from churchgoing 
families, there was a noticeable 

lack of Christianity in their home 
lives. I spoke with countless young 

women who were desperately 
crying out for their parents to 

protect them and guide them in 
the way of truth. But in all too 

many cases, their parents seemed 
just as lost and confused as they 

were. After several months of 
speaking to young girls, I came 

to an unmistakable conclusion—
today’s young girls in  

Côte d’Ivoire are not just in need; 
they are in crisis.

FRANCINE MASUKA
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  I thank God for calling me to this ministry, 
which is my passion. I find myself as a bridge and 
as the hands of the church, bringing hope to many 
young girls.

 The church should do more for all marginalized 
girls by investing in and promoting early childhood 
development and better nutrition. We must im-
prove access to better education and encourage 
girls to complete primary and secondary school-
ing and beyond. Only through this greater invest-
ment in education can we change attitudes, end 
discrimination, and ensure that every girl—and 
boy—has the opportunity to thrive.

 Many of the marginalized girls I work with are 
victims of social, cultural, and political systems. 
The church itself has used its voice to prevent girls 
all over the world from fully achieving their rights. 
Yet the church can also be a voice to encourage 
girls to demand their rights.

Girls’ Empowerment 

Working with the churches through workshops, we have discovered and de-
veloped some practical ideas to empower and protect girls: 

•  Girls should be encouraged to think about and discuss their future.
•  Young people should be taught to protect themselves.
•  The church should break the chains that keep women constrained.
•  Women should learn how to manage their own enterprises.
•  The church should encourage and promote freedom in decision-making 

(including matters of reproductive health).
•  Girls should not be subject to early marriage.
•  Adolescents should be educated on sexual health issues so they can 

choose to adopt healthy behaviors.
•  The church should work for gender equality.
•  We need to establish girls’ clubs in which girls learn leadership skills and 

administer their own programs. 
•  The church must continue to promote zero-risk behaviors for contracting 

HIV/AIDS. A significant part of this is providing recreational facilities and 
programming for young people so that they have meaningful activities.

•  All girls must have access to both formal and informal education. 

Our vision is to open a UMC house where we can train adolescent girls 
who are in need of a second chance by teaching them important life skills. 
We want to provide the tools they need to reach their full potential in Christ 
as they become productive citizens who stand for truth and make an impact 
on the world. Providing relevant activities, events, and relationships will in-
fluence youth to know, love, and serve God and Jesus Christ. 1 Timothy 
4:12b (New International Version) commands us to “…set an example for 
the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, and in purity.”

 I believe our society will be capable of eliminating violence against 
young girls and women when. . .boys understand that when girls say no, 

Francine helps a child with school work in the Ministry for Young Girls.
PHOTO: JEAN CLAUDE MASUKA MALEKA

Francine Masuka’s work can be 

supported through The Advance, 

#3022068.

Jean Claude Masuka Maleka’s work 

can be supported using Advance 

#3021390.

To contribute to the work of 

building new churches in Côte 

d’Ivoire’s seven missionary districts, 

use Advance #3021989.

they mean no; the rape and abuse 
of girls is outlawed; boys and girls 
cooperate and are given more op-
portunities to work together; and 
early pregnancy and HIV infection 
rates fall. 

Francine Masuka (Francine Ilunga 
Mpanga Mufuk) is originally from 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC), Lubumbashi City. She holds a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in humanities 
and social sciences from Africa Univer-
sity in Zimbabwe.
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s a missionary, I have the great privilege of serving God’s people in both rural 
villages and urban communities. I do this, as is written in James 1:27, by tak-
ing care of “orphans…in their distress” in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DR Congo or DRC). The Heart and the Hands of Christ Orphanage 
(Le Coeur et les Mains du Christ) in the Barumbu suburb of Kinshasa, DRC, 
currently houses 205 orphans.

Having come originally from Ghana, I now serve the Ecumenical 
Churches of Christ (ECC) in the DRC as coordinator for orphans and vul-

nerable children. Based in Kinshasa, the ECC is a council composed of 74 
member denominations, including The United Methodist Church. This council 
represents 31 million believers, 320,000 congregations, 28,720 schools, and 
48 colleges, and it is related to 60 percent of the medical centers in the DRC. 
My work, which is part of the Diakoinia Department, focuses on the most vul-
nerable children. In the Kinshasa area alone, there are estimated to be about 
18,000 children who are in distress.

Many of our children in the Heart and Hands of Christ home are confl ict or-
phans. From the mid-1990s to the mid-2000s, after President Mobutu was re-
moved from offi ce, many confl icts raged across the country. Some of our chil-
dren here today lost their mothers when, pregnant and forced to fl ee for their 
lives, the women were so weakened that they died while giving birth. Other 
children came from very poor homes, having been born to parents who were 
unable to care for one more.

Now that the widespread confl icts are over, you might think that Congolese 
children would be safe in their villages, but that is not always the case. In 
October 2015, we received three children who were brought to us from 
Bandundu, a province east of Kinshasa. The chiefs in their community were 
fi ghting, placing local families in jeopardy, so the children ran away. Someone 
found them wandering and turned them over to the social welfare system, 

The
 Heart &   

 Hands of Christ 
  I N  T H E  D R  C O N G O

by Innocent P. Afful

Religion that is pure and 
undefi led before God, the 
Father, is this: to care for 

orphans and widows in their 
distress, and to keep oneself 

unstained by the world.
James 1:27 (NRSV)

Kinshasa, DR Congo

Liberia

Ghana
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which, in turn, brought them to the 
Heart and Hands of Christ Orphanage 
home. Now that they live with us, 
are registered in school, and have re-
ceived their textbooks, they are doing 
a lot better than before.

Changes for the Better

Before coming to the DR Congo 
about a year ago, I had worked in so-
cial ministry in my home country of 
Ghana and also in Liberia and Sierra 
Leone. In the 1990s, I served as a 
United Methodist Missioner of Hope 
for the Children of Africa, a Global 
Ministries’ program. However, from 
1999 through 2013, I was employed 
by the James One 27 Vocational 
Training Project in Mumford, Ghana, 

a US-based nonprofi t corporation 
named for the Bible verse. Then, 
in 2013, I began training for United 
Methodist missionary service.

At the orphanage home in 
Kinshasa, DRC, I serve as missionary/
coordinator and am also involved in 
teaching the orphaned children spiri-
tual, physical, cognitive, and socio-
emotional lessons. When I started 

my work there, one of the fi rst things I noticed was that the children had few 
planned activities apart from sleeping, eating, and going to school. In Liberia 
and Sierra Leone, I had been involved in skill training for youth and other peo-
ple in rural villages. In the Heart and Hands of Christ Orphanage, which cur-
rently serves 110 boys and 95 girls, we care for children ranging in age from 
newborns to youths of college age. Our dormitories are divided, housing boys 
and girls separately. From nursery school through sixth grade, we teach our 
children here in the home. After sixth grade, the children must go outside to 
the government-run school. Many, but not all, of our children aged 12 to 15 go 
on to high school. Currently, we have three young people who have completed 
senior high school and passed all of their exams. They are ready for college, 
but we don’t have the funding, as yet, to send them there.

 While not all skill training and craft activities are appropriate for all age lev-
els, every age group can be involved in some kind of craft work or planned 
activity. For children 11 years old and up, we have now instituted skill training 
in keyboarding, sewing, hairdressing, batik, tie-dye, and soap making. These 
activities are fun for the children, while, at the same time, teaching them skills 
that may help them earn a living after they leave the home. We call this pro-
gram Promoting Empowerment Through Skills, or PETS.

I have also started other extracurricular activities along the 
same lines, teaching the children how to read, sing, dance, 
write poems, and march as cadets, while encouraging them to 
pursue other interests they may have.

In particular, they need to acquire practical, adult surviv-
al skills, such as how to grow food and raise animals to feed 
themselves and their families. Off site, in the Lutendele-Mont 
Ngafula community, we are training some of the older youth 

in agriculture. This train-
ing teaches them how 
to grow food in poor soil, 
use appropriate technol-
ogies, and master mod-
ern agricultural tools and 
methods. As we move 
forward, we are open-
ing another skill-training 
center in the Shaumba 
Mathy community.
There, youth who have 
dropped out of school, 

including teenage mothers, will benefi t from training in pastry making, sew-
ing, batik making, and other kinds of cottage crafts.

Not only has this skill training been benefi cial to the children, it has also pro-
vided fi nancial help to their orphanage home. Now the home has stopped buy-
ing soap from the market in Kinshasa. Vegetables from our garden and eggs 
and chickens from our chicken-raising projects have also been very welcome 
in the home’s kitchen, while also providing extra food to sell to generate a little 
income. At present, this is all very new. We will need volunteer teachers and 
trainers, agricultural inputs (such as seeds, tools, and animals), and more time 
to fully develop these programs.

Pictured above, right, and in the background 
photo p. 16, Innocent Afful mentors 

children and older community members in 
the arts of tie-dying and batik.

PHOTO: COURTESY INNOCENT AFFUL
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While the children in the orphan-
age speak different local languages, 
they need to learn French for school. 
They also enjoy learning English, 
which I teach them. We gather 
them together to learn new songs in 
English and French. Today many chil-
dren greet me with “Good Morning” 
rather than “Bonjour.” Offering read-
ing and writing programs in English 
gives the children yet another ad-
vantage as they try to plan for the fu-
ture. Generally, we keep the children 

until they find a job or get married. 
For some, this may occur by age 18, 
but others may need to stay longer if 
they have no other family. Unlike the 
US welfare system, we do not have a 
cut-off age of 18.

Beyond the Orphanage

Recently, I was invited by the 
women’s organization of the local 
Ecumenical Churches of Christ (ECC) 
to conduct a three-day series of 
workshops on skill-training empow-

erment through the PETS 
program. My goal for these 
workshops was to encour-
age all the local church repre-
sentatives to come and learn 
so that they could go back to 
their local communities and 
train other women.

Teaching local congrega-
tions within the community 
has given me the opportu-
nity to travel around and get 
to know people in many local 
places. I was able to teach 
church members how to pro-
duce assorted textiles for 

use in designing clothes, and how to 
make different kinds of liquid soap, 
along with bead making, sewing, and 
other skills. This was an opportunity 
for me as a missionary to share my 
skills in a wider arena and to intro-
duce some potentially transformative 
ideas to the people of the Barumbu 
suburb in the DR Congo.

Innocent P. Afful is a native of Ghana 
and has worked in social ministry both 
in his own country and in Liberia, Sierra 
Leone, and now DR Congo. During the 
1990s, he served as a United Methodist 
Missioner of Hope for the Children of Af-
rica. From 1999 through 2013 he was 
employed by the James One 27 Vocation-
al Training Project in Mumford, Ghana, 
a US-based nonprofit corporation.

Innocent Afful takes a little time out 
with children of the Hearts and Hands of 
Christ Orphanage in Kinshasa, DR Congo.
PHOTO: COURTESY INNOCENT AFFUL

In addition to serving as director of the orphanage, Afful also 
teaches English during the orphanage classes. 
PHOTO: COURTESY INNOCENT AFFUL

Innocent P. Afful can be supported 

through The Advance, #3021967.

The Heart and the Hands of Christ 

Orphanage can also be supported 

through The Advance, #3022085.
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T o briefl y introduce my mission journey, I am Korean and my unoffi -
cial English name is Christina. I am an ordained elder of the Northern 
Illinois Conference of The United Methodist Church. In August 2011, I 

was invited to serve the Harvest Conference for Kenyan university students in 
Nakuru, Kenya, where 800 young Africans gather to worship God. Surprisingly, 
God had called me to serve in Africa, so I applied to Global Ministries in 2012 to 
become a missionary. While awaiting approval, I was invited to teach English 
at a mission school in Tanzania. So in March 2014, Global Ministries offi cially 
commissioned me to serve the UMC in Tanzania (UMCT).

Tanzania has two offi cial languages, Swahili and English, but most Tanzanians 
use Swahili. I studied at a Swahili language school for three months, but I con-
tinue my Swahili studies for at least one hour a day because my goal is not only 
to converse with people but also to preach and teach in Swahili.

 As director of the Next Generation Ministries of the UMC in Tanzania, 
my mission is to empower youth (ages 13 to 30) to become healthy, grow-
ing, and committed disciples of Jesus Christ. The UMCT has many youth, 

Christina Kim meets with young adults in Tanzania.
PHOTO: COURTESY CHRISTINA KIM

Next Generation 
Ministries 
in Tanzania
by Young Seon (Christina) Kim

Tanzania

Chicago, US South Korea
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but only a few churches have active 
youth groups and youth program-
ming, so there is much to be done. 
Even though I’ve had long experience 
in ministry, I asked God to guide me 
in discerning how to start. God’s an-

swer was very simple: “Go and see. 
Go and visit different districts, meet 
young people, and listen to them.” 
So I obeyed.

God let me hear from youth. I 
learned about their problems, ques-
tions, wishes, prayers, and dreams. 
Many young people said the same 
things, so it was not difficult to hear 
God’s voice through them.

Young Christians in Tanzania want 
strong youth leaders and good Bible 
teachers. They also want to learn 
English, and they seek more educa-
tion because most of them have fin-
ished only elementary or secondary 
school. Youth yearn for meaningful 
employment and projects. They want 
leadership training and seminars in 
Christian living, and many are interest-
ed in sports ministry and youth choir.

To be honest, the long bus trips and 
bumpy roads this journey required 
were challenging, but I gained a bet-
ter picture of the UMCT youth and 
their work. I am certain that the UMC 
in Tanzania will grow if the youth are 
trained and empowered. Since June 
2015, I have implemented a few min-
istries under God’s guidance.

Training Yields Results

In September 2015, we held a second 
retreat for youth leaders, aged 17 to 
19, across Tanzania. While 15 youth 
leaders from five districts in Tanzania 
had attended the first retreat in June 

2015, 45 youth from nine districts 
came to the second one, where the 
energy level was unbelievably high. 
For first-timers from remote villages, 
everything was new, and the return-
ing 15 leaders enjoyed their reunion. 
It didn’t take long for 45 youth to be-
come one in Christ and move into the 
arena of God’s amazing grace.

After the first retreat, the Holy 
Spirit taught me that, until youth can 
initiate and develop programs in their 
home churches, we need to host a 
leadership retreat at least every three 
months. Continuity, allowing the grad-
ual development of spiritual growth, 
is essential. Between retreats, I visit 
local churches and districts, meet with 
young people, and encourage them to 
follow the Word and the Spirit. These 
two practices have inspired the youth 
and their congregations. 

I note five highlights from the sec-
ond retreat. 
•  I prepared for this retreat with 

the youth leaders from Morogoro 
UMC, delegating different tasks 
and responsibilities to them. They 
did a very good job! 

•  We held a Bible Memorization 
Competition (BMC). I had given out 
60 verses at the first retreat. Each 

district had its own BMC and sent 
the winner to the second retreat. 
The final winner was Junior Bozila 
from Kigoma District. The moment 
he won, all the Kigoma youth came 
forward and put Junior on their 
shoulders—shouting, dancing, and 
singing. Kigoma District received 
musical instruments as gifts.

•  The youth did an evangelistic out-
reach with a Masai church called 
Mtipule UMC. I thought it would be 
better for them to experience evan-
gelism rather than to study it in a 
classroom. Mtipule UMC and our 45 
young people celebrated the work 
of the Holy Spirit with great joy. 

•  The young people’s African style of 
praise and worship was passionate 
and honored God well. I think we 
experienced a little bit of heaven. 

•  Four young adults answered God’s 
calling to become pastors. They are 
willing to start Bible College next 
year. Praise the Lord!

Kigoma Bound

After the retreat, I took two days off 
and then started my 24-hour bus 
trip to Kigoma, where the UMC of 
Tanzania started. There was a time 
when Kigoma churches sent out peo-
ple like the Apostle Paul to other major 
places. But the churches have gotten 
mired down in problems and conflicts 
over the years. Membership is down. 
Congregations have become weak and 
stagnant. The day before I was leaving 
for Kigoma, a missionary friend asked 
me to read Nehemiah 2 in her family 
worship (Nehemiah decides to rebuild 
the wall and gates of Jerusalem). Was 
that just a coincidence? At that mo-
ment, I realized why God had led me 
to work with the Kigoma district su-
perintendent to prepare for leadership 
training for all leaders together—pas-
tors, lay leaders, and youth leaders. 

I visited three churches that wel-
comed me and shared their histories 

Christina Kim officiates at a worship service 
in Tanzania.  PHOTO: COURTESY CHRISTINA KIM

“  Go and see. Go and visit different 
districts, meet young people,  
and listen to them.”
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and urgent needs. 
In these villages, no 
one spoke English, 
so I tried to use my 
Swahili and encour-
aged them to trust 
God and pray togeth-
er. Our prayers were 
short but, I believe, 
strong enough to 
focus on God.

These church vis-
its increased my de-
sire to see a revival 
in Kigoma. During 
the leadership train-
ing on Saturday, I 
focused on how the 
Holy Spirit used the 
problems and challenges of the early 
church to spread the gospel and 
strengthen the churches. I wanted 
all leaders to see two things clearly: 
1) Problems are not always stum-
bling blocks, and 2) It takes faith and 
leadership to overcome challenges 
and move forward. In the end, we 
prayed together and they renewed 
their commitment to the mission of 
the church.

On Sunday, I preached at 
Kalalangabo UMC and provided 
a seminar for all district youth at 
Mwanga UMC with pastor Daiman 
from Zambia. The participants en-
joyed the Bible studies so much that 
the youth from Gungu UMC decided 
to start their own studies. Kigoma 
leaders told me that leadership train-
ing and Bible studies were new expe-
riences for them. Indeed, God is doing 
new things in the Kigoma District.

Kibondo District Visit

Two pastors welcomed me at the bus 
terminal when I arrived in Kibondo. 
The  only way to get to the remote 
Bukililo and Itaba United Methodist 
churches was by taxi. Both church-
es worship God every Sunday under 

trees, which moved my heart. That 
night, I thanked God, who taught 
me in a visual way that the church is 
more than a building. It is people who 
follow Jesus.

The next morning, we reached 
Mikonko UMC first and then Kibuye 
UMC, where two churches planned 
a joint service with us. The Kibuye 
pastor said, “Christina, you are the 
first missionary to visit us!” I’d never 
received such hospitality before in 
my life. We had great worship and 
fellowship. By the end, eight youth 
answered God’s call to become pas-
tors. God had prepared servants, 
even in remote villages where no one 
had been paying attention. When all 
of us put our hands up and prayed 
together, the fire of the Holy Spirit 
came upon us. 

Dodoma District Visit

From Kibondo, it took 24 hours to get 
to Grace Bible College in Dodoma. 
Grace accepts even those who have 
only an elementary education, like 
many youth in the UMCT, but I be-
lieve God has amazing plans for them. 
I told the college director that 12 
young United Methodists had already 

answered God’s calling to become 
pastors. He affirmed that Grace Bible 
College is willing to receive UMC 
youth who are ready to study.

I know God’s principle of har-
vest—“Those who sow in tears will 
reap with songs of joy.” (Psalm 126:5 
NIV) A difficult journey of 3,000 km 
during September has become a 
valuable investment toward a future 
harvest. Lord, bless me not to be too 
tired to sow in tears for your church 
and your Kingdom. Let me live with a 
conviction that there will be a time to 
reap with songs of joy.

Young Seon “Christina” Kim serves as the 
director of the Next Generation Ministries 
of The United Methodist Church in Tan-
zania, based in Dar es Salaam. A native 
of South Korea, Kim is a clergy member of 
the Northern Illinois Annual Conference. 

Christina Kim listens to a Tanzanian church member during one of her visits.  PHOTO: COURTESY CHRISTINA KIM

Christina Kim can be supported 

through The Advance, #3021957.

Next Generation Ministries can 

also be supported through The 

Advance, #00205A.
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I n January 2014, my wife, Solange, and I left our home country, the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, to begin my missionary assignment in 
Senegal. After spending a night in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, we safely arrived 

in Dakar, Senegal, and received a warm welcome.
My task in Senegal is to help local churches develop agricultural projects 

that will generate enough income for self-sustainability. I also help village com-
munities—both Christian and non-Christian—with agricultural techniques that 
will improve their yields.

My fi rst trip out of Dakar was a good experience for me as an agriculturist 
missionary. After visiting the fi eld in the city of Thiadiaye, 
our team continued on our trip until our car got a fl at tire. 
When we checked the spare tire, it was fl at as well. So 
we had to use a small horse-drawn cart to get back to the 
city and have the two tires fi xed. This was the fi rst time I 
had ever used that means of transportation. What a way to 
begin my ministry!

Agricultural Ministry

Subsistence farmers in Senegal’s rural areas need training in new agricultural 
techniques to improve their yields. People in rural areas are completely de-
pendent on farming for their livelihood, but their current farming methods do 
not allow them to produce enough food even to feed their own families. They 
need to learn more appropriate skills and better techniques. Senegal’s sandy 
soil and short rainy seasons don’t help. The good news is that the farmers are 
more than willing to learn.

Ultimately, my task is to develop a large-scale agricultural project for the United 
Methodist Senegal Mission. Though I have a number of local churches to work 
with, most churches do not own any land that could be used for agricultural activi-
ties. Since land is an issue for the church in Senegal, I started my work with two 
churches that do have small pieces of land.

The United Methodist Church in the city of Thiadiaye is one such church. It 
owns about a quarter acre of land just behind the church, but the land is very 
sandy. It needs to lie fallow for a while as we try to improve its texture with 
compost. Without compost, this land has no chance of ever being productive 
farmland. So, fi rst, we have to teach the congregation how to compost. While 

           I N  S E N E G A L

Seeds of Hope
andSpiritual Growth

DR Congo

Senegal

we work on that, we have agreed 
with Pastor Etienne of Thiadiaye 
UMC to focus on improving the live-
stock (a few goats and pigs) that he 
has been raising.

The second church, Mbour UMC, 
has almost half an acre of land in the 
Luli area, which is rather far from the 
main church site in Mbour. No church 
member lives very close to Luli, but 
the lay preacher is committed to pre-
paring the land for vegetable produc-
tion, so we have begun the cultivation.

As for the churches that don’t yet 
have land, we’re looking at the fea-
sibility of raising livestock, such as 
pigs, goats, or poultry.

Beyond UMC Communities

At Pointe Sarene, also in the Mbour 
church circuit, I have been working 
with a community of village farm-
ers. Two of these community mem-
bers belong to the UMC (one is a lay 
preacher), but the rest—about 30—
do not. From what I could see of their 
fi elds, they were wasting both land 
and energy—putting in a lot of work 
but harvesting almost nothing. In 2014 
and again in 2015, I set aside a whole 
day for training in land use and com-
munity agricultural conservation.

The local farmers at Pointe Sarene, 
which is mainly a Muslim communi-
ty, were both amazed and grateful to 
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experience God’s love in action. They 
were surprised to see a Christian from 
another country helping local people 
improve their lives and livelihoods. A 
witness like this makes me proud to 
be a United Methodist Christian, op-
erating within our Wesleyan theology 
of mission, which includes both per-
sonal and social holiness.

To make the new theories that we 
were teaching more concrete, I de-
veloped a demonstration plot at the 
Pointe Sarene site. We have been 
working together with land prepara-
tion, planting, watering, and weeding. 
I told the farmers that this plot 
is our plot, not my plot, and that 
they shouldn’t watch it from 
afar as onlookers but come and 
participate. Most of them have 
done so.

All the groups we’ve assisted 
with technical support and ad-
vice need a loan or other means 
of financial help to get started. 
Small-scale farmers can’t bor-
row from banks because they 
don’t have collateral to offer as 
insurance. They rely on informal 
credit reimbursement, which is 
very costly because they must 
repay what they borrow at very 
high interest rates.

A pragmatic way to allevi-
ate poverty in rural areas is to 
grant loans to small-scale farm-
ers. The churches of Thiadiaye 
and Kaolack received loans of 
about US $600 and $400, re-
spectively. These two churches have 
been involved in pig production, but 
they have no barn—not even cages 
to separate boars from sows or pig-
lets from adults. They’ve invested 
the money they have in buying con-
struction materials for a barn.

Twenty-eight out of 30 Pointe 
Sarene farmers received loans, for a 
total of about US $4,500. The loans 
were issued to the neediest and 

were used basically to purchase veg-
etable seeds.

In Sebikotane, I have been work-
ing with a group of 35 mostly Catholic 
women for whom farming is their 
only means of caring for their fami-
lies. A total amount of US $2,200 
was distributed as loans to 32 of the 
neediest women for use in purchas-
ing seeds. They repay the loans after 
harvest, being charged an interest 
rate of about 10 percent.

These Senegalese farmers need 
me for more than just scheduled train-
ings and loan applications. They also 

want me to visit their fields consis-
tently. This reassures them and gives 
them comfort. The joy they express 
upon my arrival encourages me to visit 
often, and they keep my spirit going.

During a field visit, as I was talking 
with a local farmer, he assured me: 
“We have been applying all the tech-
niques that you taught us. I can see 
the way my crops (eggplants and on-
ions) are growing. We will have a good 

harvest this year.” Such words encour-
age me a lot and give me great joy.

Spiritual Matters

As a missionary, I preach and teach 
during Sunday services and on other 
occasions. Preaching and leading Bible 
studies help me connect faith with 
social action. While many people in 
Senegal are not Christian, they are still 
open to having spiritual discussions. 
This is an opportunity for sharing the 
gospel with love, respect, and humility.

My Christian missionary work is 
not limited to preaching and train-

ing local farmers. I’m here to 
serve as needed. I find my-
self serving as a translator or 
simultaneous interpreter for 
Volunteer-In-Mission teams, 
missionary colleagues, or  
visitors from the gener-
al agencies of The United 
Methodist Church.

Solange, my wife, is an 
accountant by trade. Though 
she is not a commissioned 
missionary, she has been 
working with the agricultur-
al accounts. She also works 
with the women and children 
in a number of local churches 
and preaches, teaches, and 
leads Bible studies.

David Makobo N’Shikala is a 
member of the South Congo-
Zambia Conference. He grew 
up at the Mwajinga UMC mis-

sion center where his parents still live 
and teach. David earned a BS degree in  
horticulture and an MS degree in crop 
production from Africa University in 
Mutare, Zimbabwe.

David Makobo N’Shikala’s work 

can be supported through The 

Advance, #3021869.

After their car ended up with two flats, David Makobo 
N’Shikala (center)and his district superintendent (left) 
discover Thiadiaye, Senegal, in a slower, more reliable mode of 
transportation.  PHOTO: COURTESY DAVID MAKOBO N’SHIKALA

(Opposite page) Preparing the fields for planting in Senegal.
PHOTO: COURTESY DAVID MAKOBO N’SHIKALA
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M atanakilagi (ma/tana/key/longy) Methodist Church is the name of a 
local congregation in Fiji—the South Pacifi c island where my hus-
band and I are assigned as missionaries. When I preached at this 

church, I was told that its name had two meanings. The literal meaning is 
“eyes to heaven,” but it also means “shepherd’s staff.”  So this word de-
scribes both our future hope as Christians and the daily, down-to-earth path 
that gets us there. Sheep who keep their eyes on their shepherd’s staff may 
not see the stars; they may see only a dusty road.  But they reach home all 
the same.

 Fijian Christians live matanakilagi—looking to heaven while living down-to-
earth. We have been learning a lot about that. We have been following our 
Good Shepherd on the road daily—though in our part of Fiji, the road is more 
likely to be muddy than dusty!

I N  F I J I

 Eyes to Heaven 

    and Down to Earth Mercy and Josiah Neal—with 
some of their new friends from 
the church in Fiji.
PHOTO: WESLEY NEAL

by Jerusha Neal

The Methodist Church of Fiji and 
Rotuma is a long-time mission 
partner of Global Ministries, 
especially in the area of training 
for pastoral and lay leadership. 
Jerusha and Wesley Neal have been 
assigned as missionary teachers 
at Davuilevu Theological College, 
Nausori, in Central Fiji.

Fiji

United States
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Church Witness in Fiji 

Fiji has a population of 900,000, 30 
percent of whom are Methodist 
Christians. Most of the population 
lives on two islands, Viti Levu and 
Vanua Levu, though about 110 of Fiji’s 
more than 300 islands are inhabited. 

Fiji’s colonial history has led to 
some complicated political strug-
gles over the past 30 years. While 
indigenous Fijians (who are mostly 
Christian) make up the majority of 
the population, a signifi cant minority 
in Fiji consists of Hindu Indo-Fijians—
descendants of laborers who were 
brought from India during British rule 
to work in the sugar cane fi elds. The 
conditions under which these labor-
ers worked amounted to virtual slav-
ery. Yet, for many of these families, 
Fiji became home.

 When Fiji became independent, 
two very different populations— 
which had never chosen to make a 
nation together—were left to resolve 
their differences. Today, many indige-
nous Fijians feel that both their status 
as fi rst peoples and their way of life 
are at risk. At the same time, many 
Indo-Fijians feel like second-class citi-
zens in a country where their families 
have lived for generations.

 It was, therefore, signifi cant that, 
in the midst of its 50-year Jubilee cel-
ebration, the Methodist Church in Fiji 
held an Agape Feast—a free dinner 

to which they 
invited peo-
ple of all 
races and reli-
gious creeds. 
The church 
leaders ex-
plained that, 
as Christians, 
they were 
obligated to 
reach out 
across differ-
ences with 

respect and love. This is an idea that 
the church is still working out in prac-
tice, but the seeds of a new under-
standing of Christian witness and 
evangelism are beginning to sprout.  

Our Mission Work

Wes and I teach future pastors at 
Davuilevu Theological College. We 
teach Preaching, Pastoral Care, 
World Religions, Theology, Christian 
Education, and Research and Writing 
Skills. We also serve as mentors for 
a group of six students 
and their families. In our 
home, we teach clergy 
spouses how to conduct 
Bible studies and how to 
lead small groups.  

 As Dean of Students, 
I have been assembling 
a committee to review 
Davuilevu’s curriculum 
and working to get the 
school accredited by 
the Fiji Higher Education 
Commission. I am also 
editing the first edition 
of the college’s academic 
journal, Na Uli. This jour-
nal speaks about the chal-
lenges of honoring diversity and unity 
in the church.

 As Library Coordinator, Wes has 
been developing the technology 
and personnel to enter the library’s 

12,000 volumes into a digital catalog. 
He has also been working with the 
Bible Society to introduce Trauma 
Healing to Fiji through multieth-
nic teacher training and translation 
of materials. In Fiji, it is common 
to speak of keeping one’s “eyes to 
heaven” when going through grief, 
but little training has been done on 
how to walk the dusty valley of loss 
while faithfully following the shep-
herd’s staff. Wes has trained about 
75 counselors, clergy spouses, and 
church leaders using simple but es-
sential pastoral care concepts, in-
cluding the stages of grief, the pro-
cesses of healing “heart wounds,” 
and the blessing of forgiveness.

 Thanks be to God for all the ways 
we see God powerfully at work 
through the prayers of the Church on 
both sides of the Pacifi c Ocean!

What We Are Learning

Thanks be to God, as well, for all the 
matanakilagi lessons we are learning. 
We have been learning and relearn-

ing what it means to live in commu-
nity. When Wes’s sister came to visit, 
our neighbors brought us plate after 
plate of food—because our family 
had become their family.

Jerusha Neal with Vere and Susana, two Bachelor of Divinity graduates of 
Davuilevu Theological College in Nausori, Fiji.
PHOTO: WESLEY NEAL

Wes Neal (First in back row) with a group of graduating Diploma of 
Theology students, Davuilevu Theological College. 
PHOTO: JERUSHA NEAL
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 We have also been learning and re-
learning about the bite of poverty—
and the gift of God’s provision in the 
midst of the struggle. It is humbling to 
rejoice at the testimony of a local 
mother who praised God for her ability 
to buy her son new undergarments as 
a birthday gift. 

Here, we have been unlearning 
American autonomy and indepen-
dence—a long and difficult process!

 And we have been learning and re-
learning the mystery that Christ’s 
“power is made perfect in weakness.” 
(2 Cor. 12:9a) Recently, we visited the 
Sasiwira Methodist Church to 

celebrate its three-year anniversary. 
This tiny, outreach congregation of 30 
people is located in a squatter settle-
ment. Most members struggle to sur-
vive. But in this small congregation, 
Hindi-speaking Christians and indige-
nous Fijians worship together. Anyone 
who has tried to form a multiethnic, 
multilingual church knows that the task 
is difficult. Fiji, as a nation, is struggling 
to form this kind of multiethnic commu-
nity in its secular government. And yet, 
in this “weak” little church, a more 
powerful love is finding expression—a 
love that keeps its eyes on heaven and 
follows its shepherd here on earth.

I n August 2015, when we celebrated the milestone 
of one year of service in Fiji, we put together a 
list of 10 special reminders of mo-

ments in the last year about which we 
have said, “Only in Fiji.”
1.  Only in Fiji…does the local high 

school’s rugby team come marching 
up the hill at 4:00 a.m. singing the 
Fijian version of “Old Time Religion” 
to ask for prayer. 

2.  Only in Fiji…does one need four 
large fish, a side of pork, several 
kilos of various starches, and 14 
chickens to feed 15 adults and 15 
kids for an end-of-year celebration.

3.  Only in Fiji…does a choir of 500 
children make a 200-mile bus 
trip to Suva during the annual 
Methodist Choir Festival to sing a 
single song.

4.  Only in Fiji…is a Ferris wheel ride in high gear at a 
Nausori town festival more terrifying than any roller 
coaster we’ve ever ridden at Six Flags in New Jersey.

5.  Only in Fiji…do very polite neighbors celebrate New 
Year’s Day by asking if they can pour a bucket of 
water on your head— and then hand you a new shirt 
to replace the one they just soaked.

6.  Only in Fiji…when you meet a group of guys on their 

way home from feeding the pigs, pushing an empty 
wheelbarrow, are they singing hymns in perfect, 
three-part harmony.

7.  Only in Fiji…do neighborhood kids 
literally dance up and down the 
driveway—when a box of second-
hand books arrives for them to 
borrow and read over summer break.

8.  Only in Fiji…do you meet a local 
fisherman on a remote beach who 
is waiting out the heat of the day 
in his boat—and end up with an 
invitation to eat the spicy fish curry 
he’s preparing rather than the PB&J 
sandwich you packed.

9.  Only in Fiji…does a day when the sun 
shines for three hours in the afternoon 
count as the “sunny day” you’ve been 
waiting for to dry the laundry you 
washed two days before.

10.  Only in Fiji…does the “proper farewell” for a 10-day 
continuing education conference entail: 1) a faculty 
tea, 2) a student-led kava ceremony, 3) many heartfelt 
speeches, 4) a chapel prayer, and 5) the presentation of 
a gift to take with us to give away to someone else. 

 Truly, we have never before been so aware that our 
neighbors cared about us as we were when leaving for a 
week and a half!

One Year in Fiji!
by Wesley Neal

9

three-part harm
7

9

The Neal family in Fiji.

Jerusha Neal’s work can be supported 

through The Advance, #3021963.

Wes Neal’s work can be supported 

through The Advance, #3021964.

The Rev. Dr. Jerusha Neal serves as the 
Dean of Student Life and professor of the-
ology at the Davuilevu Theological Col-
lege of the Methodist Church of Fiji in 
the South Pacific. The Rev. Wesley (Wes) 
Neal serves as a lecturer in missiology and 
practical ministry. Wes and Jerusha have 
two children, Mercy (14) and Josiah (12).
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I n October 2013, I was commis-
sioned by Global Ministries as a 
United Methodist missionary and 

was appointed to serve as president 
of the theological seminary of the 
Iglesia Evangelica Dominicana (IED)—
the Dominican Evangelical Church. 
So, early in January 2014, my wife 
Desiree, our then two-year-old son, 
Nikolas, our nine-year-old Chihuahua, 
Luzy, and I set out for the Dominican 
Republic (DR)—one of the two nations 

sharing the island of Hispaniola in the 
Caribbean Sea. Founded in 1922, 
the IED was formed in the DR by a 
union of the Methodist, Presbyterian, 
Brethren, and Moravian churches.

Having been involved in the for-
mation of theological leaders in both 
Latin America and the United States 
for the past 11 years, I am passion-
ate about watching how the Spirit 
develops new leaders through theo-
logical education. This, however, was 

my fi rst time observing that develop-
ment as a missionary. Theological 
training enables leaders to under-
stand the ways in which scripture 
and their own socio-cultural contexts 
interact. Leaders also need training 
in leadership skills because character 
matters. The task involves leading 
not only through preaching inspira-
tional sermons but also through the 
mentoring of emerging leaders for 
the future.

by Osías Segura

Theological students gather in the newly renovated classroom space of the IED’s 
headquarters in the Dominican Republic.  PHOTO: OSÍAS SEGURA GUZMAN

      Reinventing 
   Theological Education       
        in the Two-thirds World

Dominican Republic

Costa Rica
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Training for Succession 

In November 2013, during my first 
meeting with the Dominican bishop, 
Miguel Angel Cancu, I asked, “Who 
from the Dominican Republic is going 
to replace me in three years?” He 
smiled and said, “I like that ques-
tion.” I asked because my goal as 
a missionary has been to work my-
self out of a job, thus allowing a 
Dominican leader to take over as 
president of the seminary. To do that, 
I had to find resources to help the 
new leader that the IED would select. 
My successor would need to obtain a 
master’s degree, followed by a schol-
arship to fund the further studies 
necessary to earn a doctorate at a 
United Methodist seminary in the 
United States. In practice, I have 
been working with this successor 
and the board of the seminary to 
prepare for an eventual handover 
of responsibilities.

My own tenure follows the 
work of a previous missionary, Dr. 
Samuel Grano de Oro, who was 
invited by the IED to help develop 
a local seminary. Previous gener-
ations of Dominican pastors had 
been sent to seminaries in Cuba, 
Puerto Rico, or Costa Rica. This 
practice was expensive, since 
only a few students from the DR 
received scholarships. Unfortunately, 
some of those students simply emi-
grated from the DR and never re-
turned after graduation.

As funding from outside de-
creased, the IED began training its 
pastors and leaders in the Dominican 
Republic, asking me to help the local 
seminary navigate a path to accredi-
tation so that its theological degree 
would better serve Dominican pas-
tors. The challenge I faced was how 
to develop a training school that was 
seeking to become an accredited 
seminary but lacking a building or 
budget and using volunteer pastors 

as professors. I liked that challenge! 
But a paradigm shift in thinking had 
to occur. The Dominican Evangelical 
Church could not expect all of the 
funding for its seminary to come 
from sources outside the country. 

I sat down with the seminary 
board and the bishop to write a stra-
tegic plan. We needed to develop 
our emerging lay leaders and pas-
tors. For training lay leaders, we 
invited Development Associates 
International, or DAI—a Christian 
nonprofit organization from Colorado 
Springs that trains leaders around the 
world (http://www.daintl.org) —to 

offer workshops. DAI has graciously 
provided training to our leaders free 
of cost apart from our provision of 
hospitality for their trainers. Together, 
we developed a strategic alliance for 
mutual cooperation.

To train pastors to become mentors 
for the church’s emerging leaders, 
we turned to NEXO (http://www.

nexointernacional.org), thanks to 
a donation from Presbyterian World 
Mission. Still, in order to provide train-
ing, we needed classroom space. A 
United Methodist grant from Global 
Ministries enabled us to remodel an 
empty space at our denominational 

headquarters that had occasionally 
been used for training and meetings. 
Since the space originally had no air 
conditioning, its atmosphere was 
unbearable for nine hot and humid 
months of the year. Now, however, 
it has air conditioning, a white board, 
and a large TV screen for presenta-
tions. Today, in fact, all of the IED’s 
ministries use this beautiful and com-
fortable space for trainings and meet-
ings, while it also serves as a comfort-
able and well-equipped classroom.

Since my replacement (the fu-
ture Dominican leader of the semi-
nary) and the seminary board needed 

training, we joined the Overseas 
Council (http://overseas.org), 
an organization that trains leaders 
for theological institutions around 
the world. With its generous sup-
port, we participated in our first 
yearly training in Mexico in April 
2015.

Acquiring Accreditation

The bigger challenge was pro-
viding an accredited theologi-
cal education for the pastors of 
the IED. First, I spent several 
months making contacts with 
different seminaries and uni-
versities in Latin America. The 
most affordable and flexible or-

ganization for our needs was the 
Costa Rican Methodist University 
(UniMet) (http://www.iglesiame-

todistacr.org/instituciones.html). 
It is a small university that offered 
us a very good deal—$3000 (US) 
per student for the whole accredit-
ed Bachelor of Arts program in the-
ology. UniMet did not have this BA 
curriculum in an online format, how-
ever, so part of the negotiations re-
quired Global Ministries to approve 
my temporary move to Costa Rica to 
work on that project. Upon comple-
tion, the project will enable UniMet 
to expand its services to other Latin 

Osías With Desiree, Nikolas, and Luzy, the dog.
PHOTO: COURTESY OSÍAS SEGURA GUZMAN
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American pastors in need of an af-
fordable theological education. 
Leaders can then study from home 
via the internet, so the IED’s pastors 
in training would be able to obtain 
the accredited education they need. 
Online education is the only way the 
Costa Rican government can allow 
UniMet to provide an accredited de-
gree to students outside Costa Rica.

We expect this online education 
to be up and running early in 2017. 
Many details still need to be worked 
out for the online curriculum to be ap-
proved, so I am continuing to work on 
this project. 

Next, the IED needed to raise funds 
to pay for this theological education. 
Since its founding, this denomination 
has depended on funds from its mis-
sion partners. So, in February 2015, 
while we waited for online classes to 
begin, we started teaching our own 
courses following the syllabi of the 
curriculum from UniMet. Our stu-
dents are already pastoring among 
the poor in rural areas, earning US 
$225 per month. They come to the 
DR headquarters once a month for 
six hours of classes. The rest of the 

time, they study via extension cours-
es. However, we needed to cover 
the students’ monthly expenses, 
which included feeding them, pro-
viding them a place to stay for the 
weekend, and helping some of them 
with transportation costs. So we in-
vited all of the churches of the IED 
to provide scholarships. Some local 
churches are already beginning to 
support the seminary. That fulfils our 
hope of reducing our dependency on 
foreign funding.

Keeping the Faith 

Our current goal is to help the IED 
raise sufficient funds inside the coun-
try, among its own people, to cover 
at least a third of the expense for 
the theological education of its pas-
tors. I am challenging the IED to or-
ganize fundraising events, but this is 
a difficult concept to put into action. 
The first event in March 2015 was 
very poorly attended, and the second 
event—set for October 2015—was 
postponed because of a lack of care-
ful planning. It’s important to realize 
that not everything in ministry turns 
out the way we hope it will. 

It takes time, hard work, re-
lationship building, and a lot of 
prayer to do missionary work. 
United Methodist missionar-
ies are working in many dif-
ferent ways around the world 
to help local churches devel-
op. Sometimes, maintaining 
stress control and keeping up 
our motivation to thrive is nec-
essary to serve successfully 
as missionaries. 

During my appointment 
in the Dominican Republic, 
I am working on the orga-
nizational development of a 
theological seminary for the 
IED (Advance #3022089). Its 
aims will be to shape lead-
ers through theological and 

character formation and to create 
the basis for a long-term, financially 
strong organization. Breaking down 
old patterns and bringing in new 
ideas is always challenging. By devel-
oping spiritual disciplines that allow 
the Spirit to hold us while we wait for 
change to happen and through con-
tinuing patience and hard work, we 
will get to see Christ’s Kingdom flour-
ishing in every corner of the world. 

Dr. Osías Segura Guzman serves as a 
United Methodist missionary in the 
Dominican Republic. Originally from 
Costa Rica, he holds master’s degrees 
in Divinity and Theology as well as a 
doctorate in Missiology from Asbury 
Theological Seminary in Wilmore, Ken-
tucky. He has served as an affiliate pro-
fessor at Fuller Theological Seminary 
in California, a professor of mission in 
Costa Rica, and an associate pastor of 
College Place Presbyterian Church in 
College Place, Washington.

Osías (third from left), with theological students of the new seminary of the Dominican Evangelical 
Church.  PHOTO: COURTESY OSÍAS SEGURA GUZMAN

Dr. Segura’s work can be supported 

through The Advance, #3021887.
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I n October 2007, the beautiful au-
tumn colors marked the begin-
ning of my missionary service. 

After three weeks’ training at Stony 
Point Center, north of New York City, 
followed by a meaningful service of 
commissioning, I was ready to start 
my missionary assignment in Brazil. 

Koinonia Ecumenical Presence 
and Service was founded in Rio de 
Janeiro in 1994. Its mission is to pro-
mote ecumenism and ecumenical 
values at the national and interna-
tional levels and to serve communi-
ties that are working toward social 
and political emancipation. Koinonia’s 
work is rooted in and promotes 
human rights, including civil, political, 
economic, cultural, social, and envi-
ronmental rights.

One of Koinonia’s major commit-
ments is its work with rural black 
communities in Brazil called quilom-
bolas. Their residents are not only 
people of African ancestry but usually 
descendants of slaves. Quilombola 
residents live in territories that freed 
slaves had bought on which to build 
their communities or that were oth-
erwise peacefully acquired—such 
as when the land had been aban-
doned or dedicated to patron saints. 
Men, women, children, youth, and 
elderly members of quilombola com-
munities live out the cultural val-
ues and practice the religious rituals 
of their African-Brazilian traditions. 
(Some quilombola communities 
have accepted Catholic, Protestant, 
or Pentecostal religious traditions.) 

Common community concerns re-
volve around the people’s struggles 
for recognition of their right to gain 
collective legal title to the territories 
where their communities arose.

The Right to a Homeland

A study conducted by the Brazil 
Quilombola program, launched by 
the Federal Department of Policies 
and Promotion of Racial Equality 
(SEPPIR), revealed that 75 percent 
of quilombola residents—1.17 mil-
lion people and more than 200,000 
families—live in extreme poverty. Of 
these, 55 percent have no access to 
municipal water systems, 33 percent 

Advocating for Human Rights 
in Brazil’s Rural Communities
by Marilia Alves Schüller

Brazil
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been affi rmed in its autonomy and self-determination as it continues nurtur-
ing its traditional and communal way of life. This experience of offi cial partner-
ships with quilombola communities shows us clearly that the struggles these 
communities endure build discernment and wisdom for the way ahead. 

Advocacy for Women

The work of gender justice, focused on quilombola women, is another priority 
of Koinonia’s mission. A major part of this work is developed in the quilombola 
communities of the state of Bahia. This region, with a population of more than 
330,000 people—45 percent of whom live in rural areas—includes 39 quilom-
bola communities in an area where 83 percent of the people are of African 
descent. The average Human Development Index (HDI) of the region—a com-
posite statistic including life expectancy, education, and per capita income—
is 0.63, below the national average of 0.73. While throughout the country, 
only 6 percent of the population lives on half the minimum monthly wage 
(US $104.50, or in Brazilian currency, Real $394.00) in the lower south, more 
than 19 percent of people over the age of 10 live within that range of income. 
Among rural women, the situation is worse: more than 25 percent of them live 
on US $104.50 a month.

Gender inequality can also be identifi ed by a lack of access to public policy 
rights. The lack of women’s rights, among other consequences, has contributed 
to racism and the common occurrence of violence against women. According 
to the 2015 Brazilian Map of Violence (http://www.mapadaviolencia.org.

br/pdf2015/MapaViolencia_2015_mulheres.pdf), Brazil ranks fi fth in the 
world in murders of women. In cases of aggression, recidivism reaches 45 
percent. Rural black women are also below average in a number of social indi-
cators that increase their vulnerability.

Aggravating this situation is the fact that many public policies that represent 
undeniable progress in combating violence against women are not enforced 

live in houses without bathrooms, 
and only about 20 percent have ac-
cess to electricity. The people’s pos-
sibilities for work and earnings are 
limited to agricultural jobs and sea-
sonal subsistence activities. In some 
cases, workers can fi nd employment 
in commercialized local markets.

In advocating for the rights of 
these quilombola communities, 
Koinonia develops projects to sup-
port them in the state of Rio de 
Janeiro and in the southern part of 
the state of Bahia. The work is based 
on a long-term partnership and is built 
on trust, having as its primary focus 
the needs of the communities and 
improvement of their living condi-
tions. This relationship is nourished 
by Koinonia’s continuous accompani-
ment of the quilombolas’ respective 
leaders and in joint advocacy actions 
to reinforce public policies that ben-
efi t the communities. The develop-
ment of capacity—whether through 
skill building or human rights advoca-
cy, including ethnic/racial and territori-
al rights and legal support—is rooted 
in the cultural values and knowledge 
of the communities.

Good news about the struggle 
for territorial rights comes from the 
Marambaia quilombola communi-
ty located in Costa Verde, a seaside 
community in the state of Rio de 
Janeiro. October 2015 was a historic 
month for this community. After more 
than a decade of struggle for territo-
rial rights and land entitlement, the 
community received—from Brazil’s 
Minister of Agrarian Development 
and from representatives of the Navy 
and the Brazilian Institute of Agrarian 
Reform—the title of collective own-
ership of the territory where the 
quilombola’s people and their ances-
tors have lived for the last two centu-
ries. That long-sought victory stems 
from the resilience of the people 
of Marambaia. The community has 

Marilia Schüller (fourth from right) leads a discussion group.
PHOTO: COURTESY MARILIA SCHÜLLER

Quilombola children gather for a workshop led by the Koinonia Ecumenical Presence 
and Service organization.  PHOTO: MARILIA SCHÜLLER 
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in remote areas of Brazil. Unequal 
gender relations have marked the 
experience of quilombola women in 
different contexts. State respons-
es have been inadequate. Although 
there are laws that determine how 
the network of protection and care 
should be structured in cases of vio-
lence against women, frequently the 
stories told by quilombola women 
clearly indicate that remote locations, 
little access to information, and sex-
ist forms of control make it difficult 
for them to report violence formally. 
They lack access to the 
network of protection 
and care that local and 
state authorities should 
provide them.

With these facts in 
mind, our partnership with 
the women of quilom-
bola communities focus-
es on raising awareness, 
sharing information, and 
building advocacy skills 
to guarantee that quilom-
bola women can demand 
their rights. Opportunities 
can be created to pres-
sure institutions to im-
prove services, ensuring 
that women are protect-
ed against violence.

Another aspect of 
Koinonia’s gender equality and wom-
en’s empowerment is found in its 
training programs. Learning new 
skills strengthens women’s self-es-
teem. More autonomy comes when 
women start earning money by pro-
ducing and selling products that they 
learn to create in income-generating 
activities. Whole families benefit as 
well when Quilombola women ac-
quire a sense of security that takes 
them beyond the limits of house-
holds and housework. As these 
women become more conscious 
of their rights, they begin to assert 

themselves, seeking meaningful par-
ticipation in and representation of 
their communities.

 
Mission Opportunity

Training programs and conferences 
provide important opportunities to 
bring together women of different 
communities, allowing them to share 
information about their struggles, 
strategies, and achievements. In the 
process, each woman’s identity and 
standing in her community improves 
and better living conditions result as 

a consequence of their own coopera-
tion and action.

We are living in times when the 
rights of the poor and marginalized 
are being further disrespected and 
violated. In Brazil, that situation is ag-
gravated by racism. Racial discrimina-
tion continues to be a pervasive fea-
ture of our society.

The call and opportunity to be in 
mission in Brazil—supporting the 
work of an organization committed 
to gender and racial justice and the 
rights of communities in need—is, I 
believe, a contribution both to justice 

and to the mission of the church. God 
is present in our mission work of sup-
port for and solidarity with communi-
ties in need here in Brazil. Partnership 
in action to build better living condi-
tions for these struggling commu-
nities is a contribution to alleviate 
human suffering.

In closing, I would like to recall the 
UMC mission statement, as it calls 
the church to “send persons into 
the world to live lovingly and justly 
as servants of Christ by healing the 
sick, feeding the hungry, caring for 

the stranger, freeing the 
oppressed, being and be-
coming a compassion-
ate, caring presence, and 
working to develop social 
structures that are consis-
tent with the gospel.” This 
call remains an inspiration 
to me and to the develop-
ment of my service as a 
missionary.

The world today opens 
up new mission challeng-
es and opportunities. I feel 
called to cultivate an open 
heart to God’s guidance 
concerning new ways of 
doing mission work in the 
place where I am today as 
well as in new mission op-
portunities tomorrow.

Marilia Alves Schüller, who is African-
Brazilian, serves in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
as the Secretary for Justice, Gender, and 
Racial Equity at Koinonia Ecumenical 
Presence and Service. Schüller is involved 
in Koinonia’s activities on ecumenical 
relations and on overcoming racism and 
discrimination against women.

Women of the Marambaia Island quilombola community celebrate the 
collective land title received in October 2015.
PHOTO: MARILIA SCHÜLLER

The work of Marilia Alves Schüller 

is available for covenant support 

through The Advance, #15172Z.
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I n 2015, Church and Community 
Ministry (CCM) celebrated 130 
years of working with poor and 

marginalized communities across 
the United States. Commissioned 
as United Methodist missionaries, 
Church and Community Workers 
have long worked to alleviate suf-
fering through acts of both mercy 
and justice. From the coal fi elds of 
Appalachia, to Native American res-
ervations, to the rural South, the 
legacy of Church and Community 
Ministry can be traced back to two 
projects—one in Pennsylvania and 
the other in Oklahoma—both found-
ed in 1885 by women of the former 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Over 
the years, CCM’s tapestry of ser-
vice has also included deaconesses, 
United Methodist Women, and the 
Bureau of Town and Country Work.

Church and Community Ministry 
has changed over the years—from 
being staffed only by single women to 
including men and married workers, 
for example, and from focusing sole-
ly on rural ministry to also including 
urban settings. Nevertheless, much 
has remained the same. The work of 
CCM has always focused on the poor 
and oppressed, whether it involves 
creating a job-training program or or-
ganizing a community to advocate for 

a living wage. In addition, Church and 
Community Workers have lived out 
the ideal of ministry with the poor, 
not to or for the poor, long before that 
distinction became popular within 
the wider church. Another long-held 
practice of Church and Community 
Ministry is a partnership involving the 
worker, the project, the annual con-
ference, and the general church.

Today, 33 Church and Community 
Workers serve in a variety of set-
tings—from  Alaska to Puerto Rico 
and in 14 states in between. They 
work in the fi elds of health care, 
afterschool programs, parish nurs-
ing, cooperative parish ministry, 
housing and construction, Native 
American ministry, and immigration, 
to name  a few. Further, Church and 
Community Workers strive to live up 
to their name by taking the church 
into the community and bringing the 
community into the church. They 
are passionate about what they do 
and why they do it, often citing Luke 
4:18-19—“The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he has anointed 
me to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release 
to the captives and recovery of sight 
to the blind, to let the oppressed 
go free, to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor.”

Bringing good news to the poor is 
what Church and Community Ministry 
is all about.

Mariellyn Dunlap Grace is a Church and 
Community Worker serving as the patient 
services coordinator for the Charitable 
Pharmacy of Central Ohio. She also serves 
as the mission and justice communica-
tions coordinator for the West Ohio Con-
ference of The United Methodist Church.

C H U R C H  &  C O M M U N I T Y  M I N I S T R Y      

Celebrates 130 Years 
 of Service

C H U R C H  &  C O M M U N I T Y  M I N I S T R Y      
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 of Service

by Mariellyn Dunlap Grace

Mariellyn Dunlap Grace in her offi ce, West 
Ohio Conference.
PHOTO: STEPHANIE MATTHEWS

Mariellyn Dunlap Grace’s work 

can be supported through 

The Advance, #3021171.

Background: Women from the Rural Church and Community Ministries organization 
gather for an annual meeting, 1959.  PHOTO: GLOBAL MINISTRIES ARCHIVE
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The work of the Arkansas 
Interfaith Alliance began in the 
1990s and was reinvigorated in 
2004. It represents the faith com-
munity at both federal and state 
government levels. Our advocacy 
includes economic justice, alleviat-
ing hunger, international relations, 
immigration, and the environment. 

Working in the Community

My understanding of mission is that 
it belongs to God. With the stirring of 
the Holy Spirit within us, we join God 
in mission and work to achieve the 
world of peace and justice that God 
envisions. We seek to create an en-
vironment of understanding among 
faith traditions. This understand-
ing is what undergirds the work of 
Interfaith Arkansas and the Arkansas 
Interfaith Alliance. 

It is exciting to see where God 
is already at work and to realize the 
ways we can join in. The Old and 
New Testaments contain more than 
2,000 passages in which God shows 
concern for the poor as a matter of 
justice. In my work with the Interfaith 
Alliance, I chaired the “Give Arkansas 
a Raise Now” coalition, which put 
an initiative on the ballot to raise the 
state’s hourly minimum wage., Our 
initiative passed with 64 percent of 
the vote, so the state minimum wage 
will rise over a three-year period. On 
January 1, 2015, it rose by $1.25 per 
hour, making it slightly higher than the 

A s a Church and Community Worker commissioned as a missionary by 
the General Board of Global Ministries, I work with Interfaith Arkansas 
and the Interfaith Arkansas Alliance. I am also an ordained elder of the 

Arkansas Conference of The United Methodist Church. 
The original predecessor of Interfaith Arkansas, the Arkansas Council of 

Churches, was founded in the 1950s, growing out of the 1957 Little Rock cri-
sis over school integration. At that time, a municipal ordinance kept white and 
black pastors from even meeting together. By 2013, when the council also in-
cluded members of Reform Judaism, Muslim, and Baha’i traditions, its name 
was changed to Interfaith Arkansas. 

Today, the agency has two major compo-
nents: Unity and Relationships and Mission and 
Service. Unity and Relationships participates in 
dialogue with Evangelicals, study groups for in-
terfaith leaders, an adult interfaith choir, and 
a summer choir camp for youth. Mission and 
Service provides spiritual care during a disaster 

and supports “Bridges Out of Poverty,” an “Adopt a Prison” program, and a 
food pantry that primarily serves immigrants.

I N T E R F A I T H  A R K A N S A S 
Crosses Religious Lines

by Stephen J. Copley

The Rev. Steve Copley (back row, third from left), meets with the Little Rock Interfaith Faith 
Leaders study group.  PHOTO: VIC NIXON

Arkansas, US
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federal minimum wage. By January 
1, 2017, the hourly wage will rise by 
another dollar. That means an annual 
salary rise from $13,000 to $17,680 
for minimum wage earners. These 
increases in the minimum wage are 
small but necessary steps in moving 
people out of poverty. 

 It is vital that we learn how to 
maintain our Christian faith while un-
derstanding another person’s faith 
position and affi rming its worth. One 
way Interfaith Arkansas facilitates un-
derstanding is through an interfaith 
study group for faith leaders from var-
ious traditions. Topics of discussion 
vary, from creation stories in the dif-
ferent faith traditions to perspectives 
on the Christmas holiday.

Interfaith Arkansas also supports a 
program called Youth Link, which en-
courages interfaith dialogue through 
recreation. Youth Link brings togeth-
er more than 100 elementary and 
high school young people of differ-
ent faiths to play team games, such 
as kickball or water balloon chase. 
Through play, these kids form friend-
ships that can open doors to discus-
sions about faith. I’ve felt the pres-
ence of God’s love when I see the 
smiles on the children’s faces. It 
gives me hope that, perhaps one day, 

we might better understand one an-
other’s religious perspectives.

In Matthew 25, Jesus calls us to 
visit prisoners. Interfaith Arkansas has 
developed an “Adopt a Prison” pro-
gram. Ms. Anna Cox, a Buddhist and 
a Certifi ed Religious Advisor in the 
Arkansas Department of Corrections, 
leads the team and oversees this 
work. The program invites members 
from our faith communities to adopt 
a state prison. This could mean sim-
ply sending cards to prisoners on holi-
days or birthdays, or it could mean vis-
iting inmates within the prisons. 

An emphasis by the state on for-
mer prisoners’ re-entry into civil so-
ciety and the role that faith commu-
nities can play in that re-entry led 
Interfaith Arkansas to serve on our 
Governor’s Summit on Re-Entry and 
Foster Care in August 2015. More 
than 500 participants from across 
Arkansas looked at ways that faith 
communities can assist with re-entry. 
We are also working with the head 
chaplain of the Arkansas Department 
of Corrections to set up meetings 
with representatives of faith commu-
nities in various parts of the state—
the goal being to fi nd ways to create 
a culture of hospitality for those re-
entering society after imprisonment. 

In all the work of Interfaith 
Arkansas and the Arkansas 
Interfaith Alliance, I see daily the 
love of God toward strangers, pris-
oners, and those who hunger or 
thirst. I see clearly a God of hospi-
tality who welcomes all and calls us 
to do the same. This kind of hospi-
tality requires us fi rst to understand 
the other, which can develop into a 
deep sense of neighborly love. I see 
this deepening of understanding in 
different faith traditions as they join 
together; and I see it as we reach 
out to immigrants and prisoners or 
to people who are poor or unem-
ployed. I see a growing sense of 
the need to seek and speak for jus-
tice in the world. Our job is to have 
the strength and courage to follow 
where God is leading us. To do so is 
the heart of mission. 

The Rev. Stephen J. Copley is a Church 
and Community Worker serving as ex-
ecutive director of Interfaith Arkansas, 
based in Little Rock.

Participants of different religious backgrounds meet for an Interfaith Arkansas Conversation 
Table.  PHOTO: STEPHEN J. COPLEY

Stephen J. Copley’s work can be 

supported through The Advance, 

#982019.

I N T E R F A I T H 
A R K A N S A S 
P A RT N E R S

Muslim, Jewish, Buddhist, Baha’i, Hindu, 

Sikh, and Unitarian traditions are part 

of Interfaith Arkansas, along with the 

following Christian churches: The United 

Methodist Church, the Roman Catholic 

Church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

of America, the Presbytery of Arkansas, 

the Presbytery of the Pines, the Episcopal 

Church, The Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ), the United Church of Christ, the 

African Methodist Episcopal Church, the 

African Methodist Episcopal Church Zion, 

the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, 

and the Greek Orthodox Church.
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Immigration Services. This program 
covers any child between the ages 
of 15 and 30 who has been brought 
to this country without legal docu-
mentation. Carmen’s son Fernando 
was eligible for this benefi t. As a re-
sult, he now has work authorization 
and a Social Security card. When he 
turns 18, he can legally apply for a 
driver’s license. 

A Challenge to Love

There are many Hispanic and Latino 
brothers and sisters who, like 
Carmen and her family, have come 
to the United States in pursuit of the 
“American Dream.” Some of them 
have never before had a helping hand 
to guide them. 

Our challenge from God is to love 
and help these newcomers. It is easy 
to love only the people you know—
who also know and love you. That re-
quires little effort.

But God challenges us to love peo-
ple who are different from us. Why 
do we need to love those we do not 
know and who are different from 
us? It is because we are challenged 
to grow spiritually and to be in con-
nection with God. That connection 
comes when we obey God’s com-
mand to welcome the stranger.

Deuteronomy 10:19 tells us to 
love those who are alien residents 
in our midst. That is the challenge—
to love. If we cannot reach out with 
our own love, we must love with the 
love that God pours into our hearts. 

Do you take the things you have for granted?
Carmen, a 35-year-old Mexican woman who lives in Hamilton, Ohio, 

can answer that question with an absolute no! A single mother with 
three children, she came to the United States with a desire to fi nd a better 
future for her family. Having no legal status here, she cannot get a driver’s li-
cense, so she is not allowed to drive. If she did drive, she would be breaking 
the law, which could lead to her deportation. Yet she needs to work to support 
her family, and without transportation, she is faced with a 90 minute walk each 
way, Monday through Saturday.

In her quest for a better future, Carmen has discov-
ered Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), a 
program offered by the United States Citizenship and 

Carmen, an undocumented migrant from Mexico, has found help and a better future for her 
family with the help of Esperanza Viva in Hamilton, Ohio.
PHOTO: SORAYA DE ARCO
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That love does not belong to us. It 
belongs to God. Our challenge is to 
take God’s love and use it. When we 
are using God’s love, we are grow-
ing spiritually and God will bring 
healing into our lives. As is written 
in Romans,“…God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit that has been given to 
us.” Romans 5:5b (NRSV)

Outreach to Youth

Through Esperanza Viva’s (“Living 
Hope”) Hispanic ministry, God has 
allowed us to work with people like 
Carmen and her son Fernando. Now 
that Fernando has obtained his work 
permit through DACA, he is able to 
work and his earnings can help with 
the expenses at home. However, be-
cause he is not yet 18 and his moth-
er is not here legally, he doesn’t yet 
have a driver’s license. Like his moth-
er, he has to either walk or ride his 
bike to work after school. 

The purpose of Esperanza Viva’s 
ministry is to reach youth for Christ. 
Carmen’s youngest child, Jazmen, is 
15 years old and part of Esperanza 
Viva’s youth group. Jazmen is learn-
ing to sing and play the piano and 
guitar. Our mission’s goal is to get 
the youth involved in their commu-
nity and to raise their consciousness 
concerning the needs of the people 
around them. As part of this ministry, 
Jazmen has shown leadership and 
commitment to serving the commu-
nity. She attends events even if she 
has to walk in the rain to participate. 

At 11 o’clock on Saturday morn-
ings, First UMC in Hamilton, Ohio, 
serves a hot meal to anyone who 
lives in the community. More than 
100 people turn out for this weekly 
event. There, Jazmen can be seen 
serving meals with joy and love. Not 
only do we see her helping here with 
meals, but she also helps the young-
er children attending Bible School. 

Youth like Jazmen are great, and 
we want our youth to seek God fi rst 
so that, as a result, they will be able 
to help others in their community. 
These teenagers are well acquainted 
with the environment in which they 
live and can relate especially well to 
other teens. First, however, we have 
to instill in them and in their families 
a love for God strengthened through 
prayer, Bible study, and communi-

ty outreach. In this effort, God has 
called me to be a helping hand, serv-
ing as an instrument of God’s love 
and taking comfort to others who are 
in need of God’s presence and help.

Before I became a missionary, 
my husband and I worked as pas-
tors in Colombia, Panama, and South 
Carolina. Now, in Ohio, I work as a 
lay leader in the Hamilton, Ohio, 
community. There, I met Carmen, 
a heroic woman who defied fear 
through belief in the Lord. My work 
as a missionary goes beyond the 
spiritual fi eld, as I am also an attor-
ney with a Colombian law degree. I 
decided to earn a master’s degree in 

Law to enhance my work with the 
Hispanic-Latino population.

Our ministry in the community in-
cludes adult education, high school, 
and ESL classes, as well as family 
counseling, further education to em-
power women, and immigration guid-
ance. To carry out this ministry, volun-
teers who have felt called by the Lord 
donate their time and put their talents 
and gifts to work in God’s service. 

Soraya De Arco is a native of Cali, 
Colombia. Since 2009, she has served as 
a commissioned Church and Community 
Worker with the General Board of 
Global Ministries. For more information 
about her work, or to invite her to visit 
a congregation and make a presentation, 
please contact her by email at smontano@
umcmission.org or sorayadearco@
hotmail.com, or call (513)225-4860.

Soraya De Arco with the Esperanza Viva soccer team in Hamilton, Ohio.
PHOTO: COURTESY SORAYA DE ARCO

Soraya De Arco’s work can be 

supported through The Advance, 

#3021137.
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T he Bennettsville-Cheraw Area Cooperative Ministry (BCACM), estab-
lished in 1966, is a specialized ministry with rural residents of South 
Carolina’s Marlboro and Chesterfi eld counties. With four pastors and 

a combined church membership below 2500, the cooperative includes one 
station church (Trinity UMC), two parishes (Cheraw and Bennettsville), and 
one circuit (Bennettsville Circuit). All of the United Methodist churches affi li-
ated with this ministry are traditionally African American congregations in the 
Marion and Hartsville districts of the South Carolina Conference. These rural 
churches—Aaron Temple, Bethel, Ebenezer, Level Green, Mt. Zion, Shiloh, 
Smyrna, St. Michael, and Trinity—developed BCACM to enhance their minis-

tries through shared efforts.
Since 1981, I’ve served as a Church and 

Community Worker with BCACM, coordinating 
and implementing programs and ministries to 
meet the spiritual, educational, economic, and so-
cial needs of the cooperative’s member churches 
and their communities. Other pastoral leaders 

include the Rev. Leatha Brown, at Trinity, serving as director, and the Revs. 
Ebbie Abraham, Redonia Thomas, and Shawn Weeks. BCACM programs and 
ministries focus on meeting families’ holistic needs.

BCACM embraces the United Methodist mission statement—making dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world—by coordinating and 
developing workshops and seminars to empower laity and clergy. The minis-
try strengthens its churches in outreach, witness, service, Christian education, 
and leadership development.

Growth in lay leadership is evidenced as more members step up to serve on 
local committees or on the BCACM council, which includes three representa-
tives from each church. The cooperative provides workshops and learning labs 

Serving a Rural 
Cooperative

I N  S O U T H  C A R O L I N A

Background Photo: Sacred Saturday Children, Tea Time with Teens, and other youth 
at a Martin Luther King Jr. Program.  PHOTO: COURTESY SHIRLEY TOWNSEND JONES

and sometimes covers travel costs, 
allowing lay members to participate 
in church conferences. The churches 
and the surrounding community ben-
efi t from better trained leaders.

Serving Young and Old

At a monthly Tea Time with Teens 
meeting, a participant’s mother com-
mented: “I only wish this program 
had been around when I was in high 
school. Maybe I wouldn’t have got-
ten pregnant so young.” Marlboro 
County is currently experiencing an 
increase in teen pregnancies, so this 
ministry is designed for girls aged 13 
to 18. It promotes self-esteem and 
encourages girls to recognize and ac-
knowledge their feelings. It also in-
vites women of all ages to discuss 
important issues and to empower 
one another in the struggle for equal-
ity. The program offers individual and 
group mentoring, while including col-
lege tours and cultural events.

Sacred Saturday Children’s Ministry 
is a monthly, faith-based program 
created for one- to 12-year-olds that 

by Shirley Townsend Jones

God places us where we need to be to do the things God wants us to do at the time God deems right. 
Philippians 4:13—“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me”—guides me each day 

on my journey through this rural ministry.

South Carolina, US
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provides spiritual guidance and enjoy-
able ways to experience a personal 
relationship with God. Participants 
come from both our member 
churches and the community. At 
Christmastime, our children sing car-
ols at nursing homes where the chil-
dren enjoy bringing smiles and laugh-
ter to the residents, and the residents 
pour out a lot of love to the young 
singers. After these visits, the chil-
dren return to the church for games, 
Bible stories, and pizza. We thank 
God for the opportunity to spread 
love, even in rainy weather.

Last summer, BCACM offered 
a Summer Enrichment Program in 
a small rural school, based on the 
Children’s Defense Fund’s Freedom 
School model. A staff of 16 local col-
lege students provided both edu-
cational enrichment and recreation 
for 80 students from Pre-K through 
Eighth Grade.

Senior groups from a number of 
the churches also meet together for 
Bible study, prayer, spiritual refl ec-
tion, fellowship, arts and crafts, and 
food. Many of the older adults live 

alone, so this kind of gathering pro-
vides an opportunity for them to min-
gle with their peers. The seniors also 
take fi eld trips to various events as 
part of a ministry that reaches across 
ethnic and denominational boundar-
ies. Transportation can be diffi cult for 
some people in our community—es-
pecially seniors—so BCACM also of-
fers a van and a bus to transport se-
niors to appointments and on errands.

Ministries of Hope

BCACM’s Concerned Men Movement 
encourages men in our churches and 
the community to participate in a men-
toring program for young adult men. 
After numerous meetings, this proac-
tive movement kicked off with a great 
event: “One Hundred Concerned Men 
in Black, I am my Brother’s Keeper!” 
More than 100 men and women sup-
ported this event at the local com-
munity center. Topics included unem-
ployment, education, health care, law 
enforcement, community safety, and 
the future of our youth. 

Another BCACM program works 
on raising awareness about health 

conditions that require early detec-
tion to ensure that patients have 
treatment options. Another pro-
gram priority involves matching com-
munity members with health-care 
providers who will help them fi nd 
doctors who meet their individual 
needs. Partnering with other health 
awareness groups has been a plus 
for this ministry in its quest to im-
prove the health of those we serve.

Health care and good nutrition 
go hand in hand. With economic 
insecurity and rising costs for nutri-
tious foods, hunger is an ever-pres-
ent issue in the rural community. 
In response, our member churches 
cultivate community gardens. This 
year BCACM also participated in 
the “Stop Hunger Now” campaign. 
Congregations joined local school 
groups in collecting non-perishable 
food items. Donations of both food 
and funds went to the “Bread of 
Life” and “Grace and Mercy” food 
pantries.

Even though there are many so-
cial and economic challenges in 
this rural area, God has placed me 
with the Bennettsville-Cheraw Area 
Cooperative Ministry to help in mak-
ing disciples and bringing healing 
and wholeness to all. With God lead-
ing and guiding us and giving us the 
strength we need, we will continue 
to make a difference in the lives of in-
dividuals and families in this rural area 
of South Carolina.

Shirley Townsend Jones is a missionary 
who serves as a Church and Community 
Worker with the Bennettsville-Cheraw 
Area Cooperative Ministry, South Caro-
lina Conference.

Shirley Townsend Jones (center) helps to assemble emergency food packets with members of 
the Bennettsville-Cheraw Area Cooperative Ministry, Bennettsville, South Carolina.
PHOTO: COURTESY SHIRLEY TOWNSEND JONES 
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I feel the strength of the United Methodist 
missionary movement as I am writing these 
lines in San Jose, Costa Rica. I am here with 
Global Ministries missionaries serving in 

Central America and the Caribbean for a time of 
rest and renewal. We pray, worship, and study 
the Bible together and also take the time to get 
to know one another as disciples of Jesus Christ 
and as members of families, professionals, 
and human beings. We connect with the local 
Christian community in each of the places. And 
we sing together; all movements sing.

The gathering in Costa Rica is one of six 
similar Global Ministries’ regional missionary 
gatherings this quadrennium—2013 to 2016. 
We gathered in Berlin for Eurasia and the Middle 
East, Quito for South America, Hiroshima for 
East Asia and the Pacifi c, and Chiang Mei, 
Thailand, for Southeast Asia, and will fi nish up in 
February 2016 in Johannesburg for Africa. In the 
fall of 2015, I also took part in a gathering of the 
Church and Community Worker missionaries in 
the United States.

A theological or social movement is a 
powerful current. It requires structures but 
guards against lapsing into bureaucracy. It 
has purpose, fl exibility, and energy. Some of 
the missionaries gathered in San Jose have 
been in service for more than 30 years; others 
are brand new. The diversity in San Jose and 
the other regional meetings is amazing and 
wonderful.  Our missionaries really are “from 
everywhere to everywhere,” representing many 
rich cultures, languages, and ways of praising 
God. They do different work, representing each 
of the current four focus areas of The United 
Methodist Church: leadership development, 
ministry with the poor, renewing existing or 
starting new faith communities, and global 

health. They are preachers, teachers, doctors, 
nurses, agriculturalists, builders, administrators, 
and communicators.

Yet the commonalities are equally amazing 
and wonderful.  Here’s one signifi cant common 
quality: All have been found by Jesus in their 
everyday lives—like Peter and James and John 
were found with their fi shing nets—and taken 
across lands and seas to tell the story of God’s 
undying love. 

It was Peter, James, John, and other fi rst 
disciples, including a tax collector, Matthew, 
who received Jesus’s global mission mandate 
in Matthew 28 and Acts 1. All missionaries 
today are commissioned to “take the Gospel 
into all the world.” All are part of one diverse, 
interlinking movement of men and women who 
cross borders and boundaries in the work of 
connecting all people in God’s community of 
justice and peace.  

Missionaries are often sent in response to 
invitations from churches or communities in need 
of Christian workers. This practice goes back 
a long way in Methodism. The fi rst Methodist 
missionaries to North America were sent by 
Methodists in England in 1769 in response to 
a “pressing appeal” for help from a Methodist 
group in New York. “Who is willing to go?” John 
Wesley asked at the Methodist Conference that 
year. Two young lay preachers stepped forward, 
and thus started a Methodist mission movement 
that today encircles the earth. Are you willing to 
go today?

Thomas G. Kemper
General Secretary
The General Board of Global Ministies

From the 
General Secretary

by Thomas Kemper

The Missionary Movement

“A theological or social movement is a powerful current. It has 
purpose, fl exibility, and energy.”  PHOTO: CALLEY PILAND
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