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From the editor

CORE VALUES OF A NEW GENERATION IN MISSION

This issue of New World Outlook magazine would not have been possible without the vision and work of Laura K. 
Wise, a Mission Intern assigned for the second half of her term to work with the Global Ministries’ Communication 

unit. In addition, she serves with the Hope for Our Neighbors in Need ministry of the Church of the Village, a congre-
gation serving a community in Manhattan. Originally from Texas, Laura holds a Bachelor of Science degree in mar-
keting from Hampton University, Hampton, Virginia, and a professional degree from the Fashion Institute of Design 
and Marketing in Los Angeles. Her initial mission placement was for 15 months as a peace advocate associate with 
Initiatives for Peace in Mindanao on the island of Mindanao in the Philippines. There she took part in a full spectrum 
of activities—advocacy, communications, and research—promoting peace with justice for an often-neglected indig-
enous population.

Laura has served as the guest editor for this issue of the magazine, assigning stories within the young adult 
missionary community, pulling together the contents, conducting surveys, collecting data, and working with our 
design department to produce this unique collection of stories from young adults in mission with The United 
Methodist Church. My heartfelt thanks go to Laura Wise for a job well done. We will miss her as she fi nishes 
up her term this year.

Christie R. House
Editor

Dear Readers, 

Thank you for picking up this special edition of New World Outlook. I am grateful to Christie for her leadership and 
guidance throughout this process. I am also grateful for the team of young adult missionaries who worked tire-

lessly to help put this issue together. 
I am a young adult missionary. I’ve dedicated three years of my life to service, 

yet I am only one of a much larger whole. We are Generation Transformation, a 
movement of young adults from around the church who are working to change 
the world. We are inspired and sustained by the place where faith meets justice.

We come from all around the world. We represent different cultures and 
speak different languages. We are dynamic and diverse. We have differ-
ent skills and strengths; we have different callings and passions within the 
church. These divisions, however, are merely human. What we share is much 
greater: our core values.

This issue is a snapshot—a moment in time capturing the thoughts and feel-
ings of a few, yet representative of the whole. This issue represents the con-
stantly growing and changing movement that is Generation Transformation—that 
is The United Methodist Church.

I encourage you to take your time reading through this issue. Feel the passion in the voices of our young leaders. 
Listen for the narratives you agree with; hear out the ones you don’t. It is in these subtle nuances that we will con-
tinue to strengthen the church.

I challenge you to share this information with a young adult you know. Mission is the foundation of our church and 
is an option for young adults everywhere, yet many simply don’t know it. I hope that these stories inspire you as much 
as they have inspired me, and I pray that the core values of our program and the passion of our young adults perme-
ate the church and spread throughout the world. 

Laura Wise
Mission Intern, Class of 2012-2015

Laura Wise, a mission intern, is the 
guest editor of this issue of New 
World Outlook.
PHOTO: CHRIS TRICOMI
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Letters from Readers  

Dear Editor:

I 

appreciated the March/April New World 
Outlook on the subject of mission in the 

contemporary world. I felt, however, that 
a couple of matters could use more atten-
tion. First, I believe we should give more 
attention to the scientifi cally centered con-
text within which the contemporary world 
functions. Secondly, I think we could use 
more discussion of the content of the gos-
pel of which we are the messengers.

Thank you for your continuing good work. 

Dr. George Ogle, Former missionary 
to Korea, and university professor, 

Lafayette, Colorado

Dear Editor:

I

n the article about Ecuador in the May-
June issue of New World Outlook, 

there are two mentions of the Method-
ist Episcopal Church, South, being one 
of the founding members of the United 
Evangelical Church of Ecuador. The cor-
rect founder was the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church, (EUB). 

The EUB Church was a founding mem-
ber of the United Andean Indian Mission 
(UAIM) established in Ecuador in 1946, 
seven years after the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, had become part of The 
Methodist Church. The United Evangelical 
Church in Ecuador was organized in 1965 
by congregations that had been formed as 
a result of the work of the UAIM plus con-
gregations of the Church of the Brethren. 

Joyce Hill, Retired missionary serving Latin 
America and mission executive, Norwalk, CT

Dear Editor,

T

hanks for the latest edition of New World Outlook with its comprehensive 
review of current United Methodist mission relationships in Latin America 

and the Caribbean. With the exception of the more recent establishment of a 
United Methodist mission in Honduras, all of the churches in Central and Latin 
America are autonomous with an affi liated relationship to The United Method-
ist Church. The Methodist Churches in the Caribbean, established by British 
Methodism, enjoy a Concordat relationship to the UMC to recognize common 
origins and geographical proximity. This history is worthy of further explication 
to comprehend the true global nature of our United Methodist connection.

I was gratifi ed to learn of the new identity and forward-looking mission of the 
United Evangelical Methodist Church of Ecuador, formerly the United Evangelical 
Church of Ecuador. Not mentioned in the article is the fact that it is the only 
church in the Latin American region that can trace its origins to the former 
Evangelical United Brethren Church. In 1946, the EUB Board of Missions initi-
ated a relationship with the United Andean Indian Mission. Working together 
with mission agencies of the Evangelical and Reformed Church, the Presbyterian 
Church US, and the Presbyterian Church USA, missionaries of the EUB Church 
sought to serve the spiritual and social needs of indigenous persons of the Andes 
Mountains in Ecuador. After years in formation, the United Evangelical Church of 
Ecuador offi cially emerged in 1965 as the fi rst Protestant ecumenical denomina-
tion in Ecuador. It maintained its independent ecumenical or united church stand-
ing after the union of the EUB and Methodist Churches in 1968, but received af-
fi liated status with The UMC which continues under its new Methodist identity.

Also unmentioned in the article on new beginnings in the Dominican Republic 
is the participation of the United Brethren Church along with the Methodists and 
Presbyterians in the formation of the Dominican Evangelical Church in the late 
1920s. Former EUB, Methodist, and Presbyterian missionaries worked side-by-
side with indigenous personnel in health, educational, and evangelism minis-
tries. The DEC continues in its ecumenical and united church identity and orga-
nizational structure with an affi liated relationship to The UMC.

Ecumenical cooperation has played a signifi cant role in our denominational 
mission history. 

With gratitude for the high-quality mission journal you produce for the mis-
sion-minded constituency of The United Methodist Church.

Robert J. Harman
Retired Mission Executive 

Danbury, Wisconsin
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 so, what are you doing here?”
This question has followed me for the past 2 ½ years—to Hong Kong and 

then to Dallas. It’s generally the fi rst response after I explain my two placement 
sites as a Global Mission Fellow: the Workers Defense Project in Dallas and the 
Asia Pacifi c Mission for Migrants in Hong Kong. I honestly have a slight dread of 
the question because my answer is long and convoluted. The question betrays 
assumptions about where I “should” be, or, more generally, who “belongs.” 
People ask me this question because I am not a Filipino, or a Texan, or a Latina, 
and I do not speak Tagalog or Spanish. On the surface, I do not belong with do-
mestic workers on a Sunday afternoon in Hong Kong, nor do I belong with con-
struction workers in Dallas at a protest over their working conditions.

I usually respond with: “Well, I am offi cially a young adult missionary with 
The United Methodist Church.” This response either promptly ends the conver-
sation or leads into another 15-minute conversation, as I explain: 1) the United 
Methodist Global Mission Fellows (GMF) program, coordinated by Global 
Ministries; 2) my placement sites; and 3) why I joined the program. 

For this refl ection, I will focus on the “why” question. Why did I decide to 
spend three years of my life in mission with the UMC? And why have dozens 
of my peers also decided to spend two to three years of their lives as young 
adult missionaries? 

First and most importantly, the mission of the young adult missionaries of 
Global Ministries, “our” mission, defi es what many people think of as the tra-
ditional defi nition of mission. Yes, I am a missionary—but I am also not a mis-
sionary. I’m not involved in evangelism ministries, like a pastor might be. My 
mission centers more on how to live the gospel.

A WAy of

Life

Katelyn davis
GMF Intl.—Class of 2012-2015

“

yoUnG AdULts in Mission: 

by Katelyn Davis
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Before I joined the program, I knew that I wanted to follow Christ’s example 
in a very real, concrete way, but I really did not know how. I had no idea where to 
start beyond going to church and generally trying to be nice—which, I might add, 
is difficult for me. I joined the GMF program because I felt called to find answers 
to my questions—what does it mean to live the gospel? What does working to 
create God’s kingdom on earth look like? From my first introduction to the pro-
gram up to now, close to the end of my assignment, I’ve realized that many of the 
Global Mission Fellows have had these same thoughts and questions. We were 
all searching for something, and the GMF program helped us find some answers. 

I found my answers through the general structure and goals of the program. 
The GMF program is currently structured around three goals: engage with local 
communities, connect the church in mission, and grow in spiritual and personal 
holiness. These programmatic goals have given me a way to find the answers to 
my questions about living out the gospel and creating God’s kingdom on earth.

Engaging With Local Communities

Living the gospel certainly means engaging with members of local communi-
ties. Jesus spent the vast majority of his time simply meet-
ing and interacting with marginalized peoples. In Hong Kong, 
engaging with the local community consumed my life. I 
worked as a research and advocacy intern for an organiza-
tion called the Asia Pacific Mission for Migrants (APMM), and 
Beth McRill, another young adult missionary, worked for our 
partner organization, the Mission for Migrant Workers. These 
organizations advocate for better working conditions for mi-
grants in the Asia Pacific region through direct services, re-
search, organizing, and policy changes. 

Together, Beth and I spent every Sunday and every holiday hanging out with 
the Filipina and Indonesian domestic workers in Hong Kong. We’d also meet with 
workers some weeknights and some weekends, and of course, anytime they 
came to the office. After about eight months, Beth and I began to understand 
that we had, indeed, become integrated into the local community. We recog-
nized this integration when we realized that members of the local community—the 
domestic workers—had become our coworkers and friends. We did not serve 
them—they served their community and we joined them in this service. We 
began to live the gospel by integrating ourselves into the local community. 

Connecting the Church in Mission

Creating God’s kingdom on earth also certainly means connecting the church in 
mission. However, I initially struggled to understand this goal and to apply it to my 
life. I thought that connecting the church in mission solely meant going to various 
churches and church organizations to speak about my work. But connecting the 
church in mission also means that the church supports our mission. I learned that 
a vital way the church supports my mission is through United Methodist Women. 

Every year, United Methodist Women publishes a Prayer Calendar, which 
lists the birthdays of every missionary currently serving around the world. United 
Methodist Women’s groups and individuals use this calendar to pray for mission-
aries, especially on our birthdays. My birthday has always been a special day for 
me, partly because my parents are divorced, and it was the only “holiday” that 
I didn’t have to split between them. They came to me instead. So, being away 

A WAy of

Life
from home for my birthday for three 
years has been difficult. What if no one 
wished me a happy birthday?

Of course, my birthdays over the 
past three years have been unique 
and special. But what made them 
even more amazing were the dozens 
of birthday cards that I received from 
United Methodist Women’s groups 
across the United States. Members 
of different groups sign the cards. 
When I received these cards, I was 
struck by the power of connection. 
Having understood that I was the per-
son whose job it was to connect oth-
ers, for the first time, I felt connected 
to the global church. I felt support-

ed and cared for through my birth-
day cards. When we seek to create 
God’s kingdom on earth, we need to 
create relationships with one anoth-
er as well as relationships among the 
churches we serve. The act of send-
ing birthday cards expresses one 
way that United Methodist Women’s 
groups all across the United States 
seek to be in relationship with mis-
sionaries all around the world. 

Growing in Personal  

and Social Holiness 

Living the gospel and creating 
God’s kingdom on earth involve 
growing in personal and social ho-
liness—growing significantly in our 
own holiness, we also need to culti-
vate a sense of communal holiness. 
When I moved to Dallas, I moved 
into an intentional Christian com-
munity called Cochran House.

“ yes, i am a missionary—but i am also 
not a missionary.  i’m not involved in 
evangelism ministries, like a pastor 
might be.  My mission centers more 
on how to live the gospel.”
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At Cochran House, we live accord-
ing to the Rule of Life, in which we 
commit to one another through our 
prayers, presence, witness, gifts, 
and service. (This should sound fa-
miliar to United Methodists, as our 
Rule of Life is based on the United 
Methodist membership vows.) In 
specifi c terms, our Rule of Life means 
that we meet fi ve days a week for 
prayer, we host a weekly commu-
nity meal, and we meet weekly for 
a house meeting. These specifi c ac-
tions help our community members 
serve one another and those beyond 
our fellowship, be present to one 
another, and engage in communal 
prayer. At fi rst, I struggled with the 
7 am morning prayer because I am 
not necessarily a morning person. 

While I have not experienced a grand 
epiphany concerning morning prayer, 
I have found comfort and guidance in 
this daily practice. My housemates 
and I are using daily, communal 
prayer to create a sense of commu-
nal holiness.    

In this reflection, I’ve shared 
a glimpse of my life over the past 
three years through the stories of 
my mission journey. Unfortunately, 
I still do not have the answers to 
some of Christianity’s perplexing 
questions: “How do I live the gos-
pel?” or “How do we create God’s 
kingdom here on earth?” 

What I have learned through the 
GMF program is that the answers to 
these questions are a way of life, not 
merely words on a page. So I hope that 

in this issue of New World Outlook, 
you will see a glimpse of this way of 
life through the words and stories of 
my colleagues—young adult mission-
aries who are dedicated to serving 
with the communities in which they 
live around the world. 

Katelyn Davis was commissioned in 2012 
as a Mission Intern with the General Board 
of Global Ministries of The United Method-
ist Church. Currently she is serving with 
the Workers Defense Project in Dallas, 
Texas, in the North Texas Annual Confer-
ence. Her initial placement was with the 
Asia Pacifi c Mission for Migrants in Hong 
Kong. She is originally from Arlington, 
Virginia. She plans to attend law school 
at the American University Washington 
College of Law in the fall of 2015.

“I wanted to fi nd my God-inspired 
career path.”

“I chose the Global Mission Fellows Program 
to engage in a new community and experience 

ministry while caring for God’s creation.”

“Because of my call to play a role in the 
transformation of communities through service 

to marginalized communities.”

“I chose the GMF program because 
I thought it would be a good way to 

give back to the church that has 
given so much to me.”

“I felt pulled as a follower of Jesus 
to put my faith into action. The 

program exactly matched my values 
of ‘service with.’”

“To let my faith grow legs, 
I wanted a hands-on experience 

of what faith can look like on 
the ground.”

“I had many friends who were part of the GMF Intl. program. 
They convinced me that it was a solid program with a long 

history of social transformation that actually did mission in a 
way that was neither colonial nor paternalistic.”

“I felt a call and need to participate in 
a program that was going to nourish 
my soul and help me to learn to live 

out my faith in my working life.”

“I wanted a break from engineering to serve and to learn 
about God’s justice and how God is working in the world. 

I seek to connect these with my God-given talents and gifts.”

Why did you choose to participate 
in the GMf program?
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definitions for 
yoUnG AdULt 
MissionAries

GT—Generation Transformation 

Generation Transformation is a Global Ministries’ initiative 
created to increase opportunities for young adults to en-
gage in mission throughout the connection. The United 
Methodist Church provides mission service opportunities 
for young adults through a variety of Global Ministries’ 
programs. These include:

•  Global Mission Fellows (two-year mission 
experience, ages 20 to 30)

•  Global Justice Volunteers (two-month mission 
experience, ages 18 to 30)

•  Individual Volunteers (fl exible mission 
experience, ages 18 and up)

GMF—Global Mission Fellows

The Global Mission Fellows program is a 2-year faith and 
justice mission service opportunity for young adults ages 
20 to 30. Young adults are invited to engage with the local 
communities, connect the church in mission, and grow in 
personal and social holiness—“Engage, Connect, Grow.” 
This program allows young people from around the world 
to experience transformation and leadership development 
together while they address the root causes of social 
injustices.

Global Mission Fellows offers two tracks: US-2 and 
International. Both tracks offer candidates the opportunity 
to be part of a cohort of other Global Mission Fellows. 
GMFs train and regroup with the same young adults 
throughout their two years of service, forming a support 
group throughout their journey. 
Young Adult Mission Service Programs, 
Advance #13105Z

GMF Intl.—Global Mission Fellow 

International 

The GMF international track is a faith and justice mission 
service opportunity for young adults around the world 
who feel called to serve in placements outside their home 

countries. This option is a 25-month service program that 
includes two months of training and transition, about 20 
months of international service, and two months of in-
tegration. The integration period is a time when Global 
Mission Fellow International missionaries have an oppor-
tunity to transition back into their home countries by work-
ing with a project, providing others with training, becom-
ing a Fellow-In-Residence, or going on itineration to visit 
churches for Global Ministries. 

GMF US-2—Global Mission Fellow US-2 

The US-2 track is a faith and justice mission service op-
portunity for US residents who feel called to serve in their 
home country. It is as 24-month service program that in-
cludes training followed by mission service with other 
GMFs in affi liate locations throughout the United States. 
As part of their placements with mission affi liates, GMFs 
serve with local organizations and become actively in-
volved in community life.

GJV—Global Justice Volunteer

The Global Justice Volunteers Program is a short-term ser-
vice opportunity for young adults, ages 18 to 30. Participants 
from many different countries serve in placements around 
the world. Small teams of volunteers spend eight weeks 
during the months of June through August exploring the 
links between faith and social justice as they work with local 
grassroots organizations. Prior to serving, GJVs participate 
in one week of training. 
Global Justice Volunteers, Advance # 982459

IV—Individual Volunteer 

The Individual Volunteer program offers individuals and 
couples the fl exibility of volunteering for a period of two 
months to two years at placement sites in many areas of 
the world, including within the United States. Every effort 
is made to accommodate a volunteer’s placement choice. 
Volunteers come from the United States and raise their 
own funds. 
Individual Volunteer, Advance #982465

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N , 
V I S I T  T H E  W E B S I T E S :

Generation Transformation:
www.umcmission.org/gt

Global Mission Fellows:
www.umcmission.org/gmfellows 

Global Justice Volunteers:
www.umcmission.org/gjv

Individual Volunteers:
www.umcmission.org/iv

“I chose the GMF program because 
I thought it would be a good way to 

give back to the church that has 
given so much to me.”

Why did you choose to participate 
in the GMf program?
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GenerAtion 
trAnsforMAtion
by Adam Shaw

When I became a young adult 
missionary in 2011, there 

were two options within the kind of 
service I was looking for: the US-2 
program and the Mission Intern pro-
gram. The fi rst class of US-2s began 
work in 1951 and the fi rst class of 
Mission Interns in 1977. Yet despite 
being raised in a United Methodist 
household, I had never heard of ei-
ther program.

The emergence of Generation 
Transformation (GT) in 2013, as I un-
derstand it, was a deliberate shift to 
change the way young adult mission-
aries were perceived by the greater 
United Methodist connection. The 
GT banner united the Global Justice 
Volunteer and Individual Volunteer 
programs with the historic US-2 and 
Mission Intern programs, the latter 

two forming the newly developed 
Global Mission Fellows program.

Generation Transformation har-
nesses the slightly better established 
awareness of the historic US-2 pro-
gram and infuses it throughout the 
whole group of young adult mission 
service programs. These programs 

are specifi cally designed to encour-
age young adults between the ages 
of 18 and 30 to engage in mission. 

The Global Mission Fellows pro-
gram offers a focused vision that 
combines faith and justice for the 
21st century young adult. It allows a 
young adult to engage in a mission 
that recognizes all people and all con-
texts as contributors and participants 
in God’s invitation to holistic mission. 
Participants in the Global Mission 
Fellows program commit to engaging 
with local communities, connecting 
the church in mission, and growing in 
personal and social holiness over the 
course of 25 months in service.

While the Global Mission Fellows 
program is the flagship program 
of Generation Transformation, I 
would be remiss in not mention-
ing the Global Justice Volunteer and 
Individual Volunteer programs. 

Generation Transformation offers 
a spread of fl exible time commit-
ments for young adults in different 

by Adam Shaw, Diamond Pate, Heather Nielsen, Jacques Kazemb Kambol, and Lydia Ford

Adam shaw
GMF Intl.— Class of 2011-2014

neW ProGrAM 
ModeLs for 
yoUnG AdULt 
MissionAries
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phases of life. Not everyone can com-
mit to two years of full-time service. 
Global Justice Volunteers serve in 
mission ministries for 10 continuous 
weeks and Individual Volunteers can 
serve anywhere from two months to 
two years.

When I was just starting out as 
a Mission Intern in the Philippines, I 
struggled greatly to adjust to the diet, 
the weather, the culture, and the lan-
guage of my placement. The only 
other American at my placement site 
had been a Global Justice Volunteer in 
1999. She relocated to the Philippines 
for a long-term ministry shortly after 
the end of her GJV assignment. She 
married, lived, and worked in the 
Philippines for more than 10 years be-
fore returning with her family to the 
United States. Her words were en-
couraging to me, “Adam. We are mis-
sionaries. We must adapt. So adapt!” 

Mission is flexible, adaptable, 
and personal. Mission is rooted in 
the Living Word. As our situations 
change, as the times change, and as 
our theology evolves, we continue to 
participate in the kingdom of God. 

Mission evolves. Missionaries 
adapt. We are transformed by mis-
sion and by the people who are in 
mission with us. We are all in mis-
sion together through Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of our genera-
tion—and the transformation of the 
world. Following, my colleagues will 
describe in more detail their callings 
to Generation Transformation. 

Commissioned as a full-time missionary 
in 2014, Adam Shaw currently serves as 
a mission advocate for young adult mis-
sion service in the Missionary Services 
unit of Global Ministries. Originally 
from Brunswick, Ohio, Adam is a former 
Mission Intern who served in the Philip-
pines and with the California-Pacific 
Annual Conference. To support his work 
through the Advance, use #3021347.

GLobAL Mission 
feLLoWs Us-2 
ProGrAM
by Diamond Pate

i am so proud to be a US-2. I love 
showing the love of Christ to 

people in my community. My col-
lege emphasized servant-leadership 
in the classroom. The professors 
taught us to use what we learn to 
be of service to others. I know that 
I’m called to be a minister, but I felt 
the need to go beyond the church 
walls to be in community with peo-
ple that I wouldn’t necessarily meet 

in the church pews. The US-2 pro-
gram was the perfect match for me.

Through the program I’ve been 
able to spend two years engaged 
in a community of people from all 
walks of life. I’ve learned so much 
more than if I had never left my 
community. I am living with people 
in the Appalachian Mountains, say-
ing words like “you’ens” and drink-
ing tea sweeter than a candy shop.

I am learning the importance of 
gardening and canning, which can 
mean a family has enough food to 

get through the winter. I am learning 
that there are people without basic 
necessities, like running water and 
plumbing, here in the United States. 
Children are hungry and seniors 
are living in homes that are literally 
crumbling around them. While many 
people assume the need for mission 
affects only suffering “poor” coun-
tries, the need for mission is great 
right here in my own backyard. I’m 
proud to be a US-2, working to al-
leviate suffering with my brothers 
and sisters here in western North 
Carolina.

Diamond Pate was commissioned as a 
US-2 in August 2013. She is engaged 
in housing ministries through the Unit-
ed Methodist Hinton Rural Life Center 
in western North Carolina. Diamond 
is from Las Vegas, Nevada, the Desert 
Southwest Conference.

individUAL 
voLUnteers
by Heather Nielsen

throughout my first interna-
tional medical mission trip to 

diamond Pate
GMF US-2—Class of 2013-2015

Heather nielsen
Individual Volunteer
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Guatemala, I was able to experi-
ence poverty through all five of my 
senses. It was so tangible. It was 
during that week that the desire 
grew in me to one day return to 
thank the Guatemalans for chang-
ing my life. My head and my heart 
were on the same page for the first 
time. Everything about me was 
drawn back to the country where I 
would eventually live for just over 
four years as an Individual Volunteer 
in mission. 

During the preparation stage, I 
took one step at a time—and God 
continued to open doors. Project 
Salud y Paz (Health and Peace), 
where I worked, gave me countless 
opportunities to serve the people of 
Guatemala and use the gifts I had 
been given. God used this opportu-
nity to affirm in me just what I was 
created for; serving the people gave 
me so much joy. 

Although an Individual Volunteer 
in mission generally serves for 
two months to two years, I chose 
to extend my service. By staying 
in Guatemala four years, I was re-
ally able to witness the transfor-
mation of lives through the many 
programs I was involved in. These 
included supporting the Guatemalan 
staff, coordination of surgical mis-
sions, health promotion and illness 
prevention education, case man-
agement, and school-health nurs-
ing. I will never forget the depths 
of humbleness and gratitude that 
Guatemalans displayed every day. 
The Individual Volunteer program of-
fers diverse opportunities through-
out the world for personal, voca-
tional, and spiritual growth. It has 
forever changed my life.

Heather Nielsen, RN, BSN, served as 
an Individual Volunteer from Minne-
sota with Proyecto Salud y Paz (Proj-
ect Health & Peace) in Guatemala.

GLobAL Mission 
feLLoWs 
internAtionAL
by Jacques Kazemb Kambol

in January 2012, I was encouraged 
by my friends to apply for the 

GMF program, but I felt discouraged 
when I saw the number of questions 
on the application form. Days later, 
my fiancé—who is now my wife—
convinced me to apply. After being 
selected, I went through training 
and was commissioned in my home 
country during the opening service 
of the Congo Central Conference in 
August 2012.

The GMF program is a 3-year 
covenant that I entered with Global 
Ministries to serve in mission for 18 
months internationally and another 
18 months domestically. It is an op-
portunity for young adults, ages 20 to 
30, to work with and promote social 
justice with partner organizations of 
Global Ministries around the world.

My international service took 
place in Brazil, where I served with 
the Shade and Fresh Water project 
of the Methodist Church in Brazil, 
October 2012 to January 2014. This 

project is an afterschool program for 
at-risk children ages 6 to 14 years. I 
taught music and English and was in-
volved in various cultural and recre-
ational activities.

As of March 2014, I have been 
serving with the Church of Christ in 
Congo, an Ecumenical Organization 
countrywide. I am involved in issues 
of peace and leadership. I mobilize 
HIV/AIDS prevention as a coordina-
tor of youth programs and activities 
in the Diaconia Department of the 
organization.

Jacques Kazemb Kambol was com-
missioned as a Mission Intern in Au-
gust 2012 and initially served with 
the Shade and Fresh Water Project in 
Brazil. His current placement is with 
the communications ministries of the 
Churches of Christ in Congo, an ecu-
menical organization in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo (DRC), based 
in Kinshasa. Jacques is from Lubum-
bashi, DRC.

GLobAL JUstice 
voLUnteers
by Lydia Ford 

A s a college student, I’ve been 
told—on multiple occasions, 

by multiple people—that summer 
breaks from school would be my last 
opportunity to do any extensive travel 
before the responsibilities of student 
loans and rent become my constant 
reality. During my sophomore year, I 
began looking for volunteer opportu-
nities abroad that would make a dif-
ference. I found the Global Justice 
Volunteer (GJV) program. This was a 
surprise, since, despite being raised 
in The United Methodist Church, I 
had never heard of the program. 
The more research I did on the pro-
gram, the more I realized that GJV 

Jacques Kazemb Kambol
GMF Intl.—Class of 2012-2015
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From the very beginning—many times at interview and dis-
cernment days (IDD), before an offi cial acceptance is granted 
for the program—something magical begins to happen within 
the GMF community. A group of young people, relative strang-
ers, bonds together through a calling to missionary service. 

Together we go through intense weeks of training, starting 
with initial training and commissioning, to mid-term training, 
and end-term training. Throughout our time of service, we par-
ticipate in quarterly check-ins via “GoToMeeting.” We work 
together across country borders to create class covenants and 
a call-to-action—not to mention the time we spend working 
with each other in shared placement sites or praying together 
with prayer partners. Over the course of the two to three years 
in active mission service, each group—cohorts we call them— 
begins to develop a unique identity. We become a family. On 
this journey, with these shared experiences and relationships, 
we begin to form our own vocabulary—YAMSisms.

YAMSisms are words, catch phrases, and lingo that take root 
within each missionary class. Some are silly, some are thought-
ful. Some have practical applications, while others are mythical 
creations birthed in moments of extreme jetlag, or all-day-meet-
ing syndrome coupled with one too many cups of coffee. 

This list is a little peek inside of our world. Enjoy!

I affi rm that 

Safe space

#mugmondays�

The Parking Lot

CLAYGO—clean as you go

Bonds of Oppression 

So one time in (insert any 
country in the world)...

Deconstruct the narratives 

Allies 

Context, context, context 

Are you a circle or a square? 

What is the root cause 
of injustice?

Hong Kong fl u 

Give me your sheep! 
#SettlersofCatan

Trigger list 

Swimming in the Spirit 

Beets and Kale

Mission fl ow

“Welcome to this space”

BYAHHHHHH!

#onepage

Typhoon the Spider

#Simpleliving

... Too much...
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was the perfect fi t for me. I applied, 
was accepted, and was assigned 
to serve in the Philippines. The job 
description was rather vague, but I 
was excited.

Nothing could have prepared me 
for the whirlwind that character-
ized my two months on the island 
of Mindanao. I had participated in 
volunteer mission trips abroad be-
fore, so thought I knew the drill—
help with a local feeding program 
or maybe reroof a house. Instead, 

I found myself backpacking around 
Mindanao, documenting human 
rights violations, and helping to give 
a global voice to people who were 
voiceless. This amazingly edifying 
work grabbed a hold of me and has 
yet to let go. Currently a college se-
nior, I fi nd myself constantly looking 
back on this experience as a source 
of direction for my life. Since my re-
turn, I have been more aware of my 
intercultural surroundings and have 
begun looking into career options in-
volving human rights.

Lydia Ford is a student at the College of 
Charleston, Charleston, South Carolina, 
where she has focused on African Studies 
and other cultures.

Lydia ford
GJV—Class of 2013
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disciPLes And JUstice:

A LooK inside 
GMf’s tHeoLoGy

by David R. Johnson, Janjay Innis, and Grace Killian
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tHe tWo sides  
of tHe GosPeL
by David R. Johnson

 

H ave you shared the gospel with 
someone this week?

Has anyone ever asked you such 
a question? What kinds of thoughts 
and feelings does this question stir 
up inside you?

In my facilitation work with the 
United Methodist Seminar Program 
in Washington, DC, I like to ask par-
ticipants questions like this to guide 
people toward self-reflection and 
self-identification. Such a question 
can reveal something about some-
one’s deeply held beliefs.

In my experience, people tend to 
fall into one of two groups. 

One group will engage this ques-
tion, perhaps experiencing a sense of 
pride for having invited someone to 
church. Or, people in this group might 
view the question with a sense of ob-
ligation, as pressure to tell someone 
about Jesus. This group may champi-
on Bible passages such as the Great 
Commission (Matthew 28:19-20). 
Here, Jesus calls us to bring people 
into a personal relationship with God 
through his teachings and by immers-
ing people in the life of Christian faith.

A second group will have an al-
together different response to the 
question, which might look more 
like a raised eyebrow. Images arise 
of a street-corner preacher pleading 
with passersby to come to Jesus, 
while completely ignoring the 
homeless individual on the same 
corner. This group tends to champi-
on scriptures such as Luke 4:16-20, 
which some scholars call Jesus’ 
mission statement, announcing 
good news for the poor, recovery 
of sight to the blind, release of the 
captives and oppressed, and the 
year of the Lord’s favor.

You may experience this question 
in an altogether different way. The 
point I want to make is this: Because 
of our experiences, we tend to allow 
our concept of “sharing the gos-
pel” to gravitate toward either disci-
ple-making or justice-seeking. Since 
sharing the gospel is at the heart of 
mission, our idea of mission will natu-
rally follow our basic views on how 
the gospel should be shared. 

I think we are inclined to view these 
two perspectives as opposite sides of 
a spectrum, when in reality, they are 
like two dials on the same stereo—
let’s say treble and bass. We all have 
the ability to tune our balance of disci-
ple-making and justice-seeking to the 
music of our mission. When these 
are out of proportion (when you’re all 
about that bass with no treble), the 
music sounds hollow or muddy. 

Jesus taught both messages, so 
why should we choose one over the 
other? Further, there is synergy in the 
interplay between these two sides of 
mission—they fuel one another.

Through the remainder of this ar-
ticle, you will hear two other voices of 
Generation Transformation—young 
adults serving in mission through 
the UMC—and their perspectives on 

making disciples and seeking justice. 
I hope through them, you will come 
to a deeper appreciation of the full-
ness of the gospel as, together, we 
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.

How beautiful upon the mountains
  are the feet of the messenger 
who  announces peace,
    who brings good news,

   who announces salvation,
       who says to Zion, “Your God 
         reigns.”

Isaiah 52:7 (NRSV)

David R. Johnson is a US-2 mission-
ary commissioned in August 2013. He 
serves as a seminar program associate 
with the United Methodist General Board 
of Church and Society in Washington, 
DC. Originally from Pennsylvania, Da-
vid holds a Bachelor of Science degree in 
mechanical engineering from Penn State 
and a Master of Science in Engineering 
degree in mechanical engineering from 
the University of Michigan.

tHe coMPLexity  
of tHe GosPeL 
by Janjay Innis

the beauty of the gospel is its 
complexity. The holding togeth-

er of multiple concepts without hav-
ing them conflict allows me to accept 
that the gospel has a message for 
those on the margins and those who 
have usurped the center. The gospel 
comforts the afflicted and afflicts the 
comfortable. This gospel is both per-
sonal and social.

While our varying experiences 
cause us to interpret the gospel in 
different ways, I have found these 
multiple understandings to be a com-
prehensive way of doing mission. 
If the church wants to take mission 

david r. Johnson
GMF US-2—Class of 2013-2015
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more seriously, it needs to let go of 
its tight grip on the traditional un-
derstanding of mission as the liter-
al conversion of non-Christians to 
Christianity. We must follow the ac-
tions and words of Jesus.

We can indeed attribute the ex-
ponential growth of Christianity, be-
ginning in the 4th century, to this 
literal interpretation of mission. Yet 
we must also accept the reality that 
the church’s inability to thrive in this 
21st century is the effect of what 
can be problematic with the conver-
sion theory. 

While conversion is a meaningful 
and particular encounter with God, 

there is a prevailing understand-
ing that everyone, upon hearing the 
gospel, must choose to become a 
Christian. Not becoming a Christian 
can, and has, led to judgment and 
the exertion of power by Christians. 
Throughout history, this has led to 
the deaths of many and the birth of 
suppression and supremacist ideas. 

At a time in which 125 million 
people in the United States are un-
churched, with three quarters of 
that number being young adults, the 
church needs more than ever to be 

a herald of the good news that God 
is actively involved in human history. 
This means adopting a theology of 
mission that highlights the nuances 
of mission, calling out Jesus’ exem-
plary life and actions—incarnational 
living, healing, sacrifi ce, and pro-
phetic witness, as summarized in 
Luke 4:18-19.

This theme of reclaiming mis-
sion as relational is what attracts 
young people like me to Generation 
Transformation, the faith-based and 
service-learning mission opportuni-
ties of The United Methodist Church. 
My mission experience has helped 
me to broaden my understanding of 
mission as a “both/and” experience. 

Mission is having the deep assur-
ance that God is with you in joy and 
pain. Mission uses that assurance to 
walk alongside someone else, mar-
ginalized by his or her “otherness,” 
who may have yet to realize God’s 
deep assurance. 

In order to embody mission in 
what I believe is its true essence, 
I personally have had to go through 
a conversion experience. I now un-
derstand that while my encounter 
with the gospel has been transfor-
mative, the gospel is not centered 
on me. Mission is not about doing 
good works in order to check a box 
that guarantees that I am right with 
God. Mission is about unveiling the 
reality that the brokenness of right-
relationships with God and neigh-
bor has saturated our world with 
the sins of racism, violence, the un-
equal distribution of resources, and 
hostility to strangers. 

It is in this “both/and” experience 
of the gospel that I have found great 
meaning in the work I do as a Social 
Justice Advocate. In teaching people 
of faith about the root causes of injus-
tice, I’ve found joy. Every day, I invite 
and encourage my brothers and sis-
ters to share the good news by way 

of accompanying people who des-
perately need to see the good news 
come alive in their daily experiences.

Janjay Innis is a US-2 missionary com-
missioned in August 2013. She is as-
signed to work as a social justice advo-
cate at the Tacoma Community House 
in the Pacifi c Northwest Annual Confer-
ence. Originally from Liberia, she grew 
up in Worcester, Massachusetts.

teArinG doWn 
WALLs 
by Grace Killian

e very day at the Wi’am Confl ict 
Resolution Center in Bethlehem, 

Palestine/Israel, I work in the shadow 
of an eight-meter-tall cement barrier. 
The Separation Barrier snakes across 
the West Bank in Palestine and Israel 
dotted by security towers and a so-
phisticated system of checkpoints 
managed by Israeli soldiers. This sys-
tem keeps Christians and Muslims 
from their holy sites, siblings from 
siblings, and farmers from their land. 
It almost completely encircles the 
city of Bethlehem.

It was a few years ago that I 
began to understand the church’s 
role in the world as a call to tear 
down walls. I was 16 and on the 
Northeast Jurisdiction’s Mission of 
Peace to Cuba. As I refl ected on all 
that I had experienced, I was struck 
by the way we as humans build 
up walls between ourselves and 
what we do not understand. Yet, 
as Christians, we worship a God 
whose love and transforming power 
extends past any human-construct-
ed division. I was just beginning to 
understand that we must tear down 
these walls in order to be in full-
er communion with God and with 
God’s children.

Janjay innis
GMF US-2—Class of 2013-2015
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Life in Bethlehem has brought me 
to a much deeper understanding of 
the divisions we create to maintain 
distance from those we perceive as 
different. These walls of difference 
are not simply theoretical; they man-
ifest themselves in very real ways 
through unjust laws and societal 
norms. We live in a world fi lled with 
oppressive systems of power and 
privilege that sustain divisions be-
tween the haves and the have-nots.

Systemic injustice is not a new 
phenomenon in our world. Even 
Christ, living under Roman occupa-
tion, was very familiar with the reali-
ties of life for the poor and oppressed. 
In Luke 4:18-19 (NRSV), Jesus enters 
the synagogue and reads from Isaiah:

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
  because he has anointed me
    to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release 
  to the captives
    and recovery of sight to the blind,
  to let the oppressed go free,
  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
    favor.

The love of God is a transformative 
love that revolutionizes the systems of 
this world. Christ did not come to earth 
merely to suggest a few changes to 
the world order or to comfort the op-
pressed and tell them to be patient. He 
came to set the oppressed free.

This understanding of mis-
sion called me into the Global 
Mission Fellows program. This 

understanding of a revolutionary, 
redemptive God has sustained me 
throughout the despair I witness in 
Bethlehem. To engage in God’s mis-
sion is to work against systems of 
oppression. We are called to dis-
mantle unjust laws and replace dis-
crimination with radical inclusivity. 
We are called to educate ourselves 
and others about injustice around 
the world in order to be healed of 
our blindness. We are called to work 
against the unjust policies and sys-
tems that hold some people captive 
to greed and privilege while sub-
jecting others to poverty and magi-
nalization. Indeed, we are called to 
work against the forces of wicked-
ness in whatever ways they present 
themselves, including the wicked-
ness of the walls that we build.

Grace Killian is a Mission Intern 
commissioned in 2013. She current-
ly serves the Wi’am Palestine Con-
flict Resolution Center in Bethlehem, 
Israel/Palestine. She is originally from 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Grace Killian
GMF Intl.—Class of 2013-2015
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discerninG A Life 
in service
by Holley Hooks

A ll my life, I have felt a pull toward helping others. I studied anthropology 
and public health, and after graduating with my master’s degree, I re-

ally wanted to put my skills to use in an international setting. I applied to the 
Global Justice Volunteers (GJV) program because I felt it would be a great 
place to learn about social justice issues in our world. During my placement at 
the National Council of Churches in the Philippines, I learned a great deal about 
what “mission” means to The United Methodist Church. I found that I really 
loved the emphasis on serving with rather than for others. I also appreciated 
the value that is placed on experiencing God through cultural lenses that differ 
from our own. 

For my two-month GJV placement, I spent my fi rst month engaging in dif-
ferent communities in Manila. Activities included visits to poor urban areas and 
universities, lectures on human traffi cking, and interactions with political pris-
oners. For the second month, I joined the typhoon relief effort in Tacloban and 

by Holley Hooks and Rashid Hughes

Holley Hooks
GJV—Class of 2014
IV—Class of 2014
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the surrounding areas. Here, I got a 
chance to fully immerse in a com-
munity and share my public health 
skills with people. It was in Tacloban 
that I was introduced to the water, 
sanitation, and hygiene program of 
Norwegian Church Aid (NCA). I knew 
that God had more plans for me. At 
the end of my service as a GJV, NCA 
made it possible for me to extend 
my stay in Tacloban as an Individual 
Volunteer. With NCA, I helped cre-
ate and implement a hygiene promo-
tion campaign in several communi-
ties affected by Typhoon Haiyan. In 
total, I served for four months in the 
Philippines. My experiences helped 
to shape who I am today by expos-
ing me to different worldviews and 
helping me to determine who I want 
to become as I officially enter adult-
hood. My glimpse into the world of 
humanitarian aid confirmed my pas-
sion for pursuing a career with non-
profit development organizations.

Although I am back in my home 
country, the United States, I am still 
engaged in mission service. I partici-
pate in the Florida Conference’s Young 
Adult Missional Movement (YAMM) 
program in Jacksonville, Florida. Here, 
I assist with the mission outreach of 
Avondale United Methodist Church 
and the Wesley Foundation’s Campus 
to City initiative on human trafficking, 
“They Matter.” I continue to work in 
mission because it fulfills me in a way 
that I don’t think would happen with 
a typical office job. I love to interact 
with people, and no two days are the 
same. Although financial uncertainties 
and skepticism from friends and family 
can be draining, it’s worth it, and I trust 
these concerns will have a way of tak-
ing care of themselves. My dream is to 
give back to the global community that 
has given so much to me.

Holley Hooks, from Huntsville, Ala-
bama, and Jacksonville, Florida, served 

as a Global Justice Volunteer in 2014. 
She worked in the Philippines in Ma-
nila and Tacloban City with the National 
Council of Churches of the Philippines 
and Norwegian Church Aid. 

Mission is Life
by Rashid Hughes

M ission is rich in meaning. It 
has no limits, no absolute 

methods; yet in today’s world and in 
my life, it is very necessary. For me, 
mission is much more than the send-
ing of a person or a group of people 
to another place to provide various 
services to others. Mission is life. It is 
not a part of life, it is life. It is the out-
ward demonstration of one’s inner 
recognition that every facet of one’s 
experience is directly connected to 
another’s experience. We express 
this recognition by making ourselves 
available to share with, understand, 
and grow with others. 

In the summer of 2014, I had the 
privilege of serving as a Global Justice 
Volunteer in the Philippines along 
with several other mission-minded 
volunteers. Although this was not my 
first mission involvement, the expe-
rience definitely propelled me to fur-
ther explore my passion for mission. 
Primarily, my time in the Philippines 
provided me with the space and ex-
posure needed to gain a fresh, un-
conditioned perspective of the depth 
of what mission is “for me.” I left the 
Philippines knowing that mission can-
not be reduced to a particular creed, 
geographic location, or group of peo-
ple. Mission is every day, wherever 
one is. 

Currently, I am serving as an 
Individual Volunteer missionary in 
Seoul, South Korea, with the Kwang 
Hyun Methodist Church. My respon-
sibilities here range from teaching 

English to working with music stu-
dents and preaching. It was not my 
intention to begin another mission 
project so soon after returning home 
from the Philippines, but I can see 
more clearly now that God has provid-
ed me with this opportunity to learn 
and grow. I am thankful for what God 
has provided, because I now know 
that mission is not something for me 
to bring to others, but it is about see-
ing everyone as yourself and seeing 
everywhere as your home, daily. It is 
my hope that I will continue to have 
opportunities to embrace and share 
the Spirit of mission in my life, so that 
the compassion of God is realized ev-
erywhere my foot treads.

Rashid Mandela Hughes served in Ma-
nila, Philippines, as a Global Justice 
Volunteer and currently serves in Seoul, 
South Korea, as an Individual Volunteer 
missionary. He received his Master of 
Divinity degree from the Howard Uni-
versity School of Divinity in 2014.

Global Justice  
Volunteer Program
Advance #982459

rashid Hughes
GJV—Class of 2014 
IV—Class of 2014
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God ever-Present 
And ActiveLy 
WorKinG
by Brad Kenn

A s a young adult missionary, 
I served with the Shade and 

Fresh Water (SAF) project in Belo 

Horizonte, Brazil. Everyone I worked 
with believed that there is no distinc-
tion between the God who created 
the world and the God that is still ac-
tive in the world. They love, laugh, 
and work with an awareness of the 
ever-present God. The SAF’s mis-
sion is to work with at-risk children 
in the communities. Many of the pro-
gram’s leaders are former students 
of the project. SAF helped change 
the culture of the community. My 
colleagues showed me genuine hos-
pitality. When things seemed impos-
sible, we had each other, and life was 
easier. This hospitality made real the 
presence of God. I try to continue to 
live with the Brazilian sense that God 
is with me in every moment, and that 
I should take action against injustice.

At Gator Wesley, where I’m cur-
rently serving, I work predominant-
ly with students who attend the 
University of Florida and a few other 
local colleges in the Gainesville area. 
Many college students are ready to 

make a difference. I know that God 
is here participating in their experi-
ences and challenging them to strive 
for greater things. Many would de-
scribe what they do as social activism 
on campus—but I would character-
ize their involvement as a realization 
of God’s mission and passion for 
the world. Whether they know it or 
not, they are working for economic 
justice, gender equality, and interre-
ligious dialogue—topics often over-
looked on college campuses. Gator 
Wesley participated in the Imagine 
No Malaria Lenten practice of giving 
up excess and indifference, both of 
which plague our world today.

Brad Kenn is a Mission Intern serv-
ing with the Gator Wesley Foundation, 
the United Methodist campus ministry 
for colleges and universities in Gaines-
ville, Florida. Originally from Phoenix, 
Arizona, Brad was fi rst placed with the 
Shade and Fresh Water Project in Belo 
Horizonte, Brazil.

      tHeGLobAL 
PersPective of   

yoUnG AdULts

brad Kenn
GMF Intl.—Class of 2012-2015

by Brad Kenn, Danny Kalangwa, Hye-In Lee, Nazar Yatsyshyn, and Paola Ferro
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A contrAst in 
sUPPort for yoUnG 
AdULts
by Danny Umba Kalangwa

youth and young adults across 
the globe dream of doing some-

thing positive in the world. This is 
true of young adults in the church 
in Tanzania, where I am from. The 
same can be said for young adults in 
the Philippines, the country where I 
am currently serving as a GMF Intl. 
Young adults are ambitious to work 
for God’s mission. Many are called to 
different ministries; however, often 
the opportunities have seemed lim-
ited. Many are motivated to serve 
God in different ways, but there has 
been a misconception among young 
adults in Tanzania about what min-
istry is. Being a pastor or a minister 
of a local church is the fi rst idea that 
comes to the minds of young peo-
ple when they think of ministry in 
the church. 

In my opinion, the UMC in 
Tanzania does not offer guidance 
on the various opportunities avail-
able to young adults in the church. 

In the Philippines however, you can 
fi nd young adults engaged in differ-
ent fi elds of ministry. For instance, 
you can fi nd many who offer their 
services to the Lord through so-
cial holiness and social justice. In 
the Philippines, young adults are in 
well-organized groups broken down 
by districts. They receive support 
from their local churches and guid-
ance from church leaders. These 
have been powerful tools in raising 
bold young adults with ambitions to 
serve God.

Danny Umba Kalangwa is a Global 
Mission Fellow—International work-
ing with the Mindanao Peacebuilding 
Institute in Davao City, Philippines. He 
is from Morogoro, Tanzania, where his 
parents serve as United Methodist mis-
sionaries, originally from the DR Con-
go. Danny has worked at the church-
related Mujila Falls Agricultural Center 
in Zambia and the Tikondwe Freedom 
Gardens in Malawi. 

reLAxinG into tHe 
Mission of God
by Hye-In Lee

When we participate in a spe-
cifi c action, especially in mis-

sion, we either feel that we are 
doing great things for God or we 
realize that we need to grow up a 
bit more. The more we have time 
to serve when we are younger, the 
more we can be blessed by God’s 
plan in so many different ways. 
Mission during our youthfulness is 
not only about giving to others but 
also about receiving from others. 

Both my home context and my 
current work context are in Asia, 
but there is a distinction between 
Korean and Japanese culture. In 
my home context (Korea), I know 

the situation very well, so I can 
create opportunities to break out 
of my comfort zone. In my current 
work context (Japan), I see myself 
as working for justice as a Global 
Mission Fellow. I work to overcome 
any limitations.

Both societies keep the youth of 
the church busy, helping them to 
develop professionally and in faith. 
Many young adults spend their time 
in school, the library, the offi ce, and 
in church.

I can say with confi dence that I 
am learning so much about accept-
ing, connecting, communicating, 
encouraging, opening up to others, 
and relaxing myself in God through 
my missionary service. I hope that 
many other young people, in both 
Korea and Japan, will see the value 
of mission in their young adult lives.

Hye-In Lee is a Global Mission Fellow—
International, commissioned in July 
2014. She is serving a two-year term in 
Japan as a staff member and counselor 
in the HELP shelter, sponsored by KYO-
FUKAI, the Japan Christian Women’s 
Organization. Hye-In is from South 
Korea, where she is a member of Chun-
gdong First Methodist Church in Seoul.

danny Umba Kalangwa
GMF Intl.—Class of 2013-2015

Hye-in Lee
GMF Intl.—Class of 2014-2016
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PArticiPAtinG in 
God’s Mission
by Nazar T. Yatsyshyn 

one thing to remember about 
God’s mission is that it’s God’s 

mission. It’s not mine, not yours, not 
the pastor’s or the bishop’s. God has 
intended it and God is the one work-
ing it out. For that reason, it doesn’t 
matter if you are knowledgeable 
enough, experienced enough, or old 
enough to contribute. If you have a 
vision and strong passion, you should 
pursue that passion and God will take 
care of the rest. 

I had an opportunity to serve both 
in South Korea and in Ukraine, my 
home country. In both contexts, I 

faced the challenge of age (I was 21 
at that time in Korea). I noticed some 
doubts and uncertainties concern-
ing my abilities. This is a common 
issue for young adults in mission. I 
appreciate my mentor for encourag-
ing me to continue and to be faithful 
in my work. By believing that God is 
the one working, and that I am only 
a tool, I was helped to overcome my 
fears and achieve good results. 

God is not calling for perfect peo-
ple, but faithful ones. Look at the 
Bible—who among the most famous 
of God’s servants was very educated 
or very smart? Was Moses a good 
speaker? Was Esther without sin? 
Weren’t disciples mostly fi shers, and 
wasn’t Paul the church’s enemy? But 
by being faithful and allowing God to 
work through them, these servants ac-
complished their mission and God’s 
name was glorifi ed. I encourage young 
adults in both Korea and Ukraine to 
stay faithful. When you are fi lled with 
a vision from God, respond to that call 
and watch a great miracle unfold. 

Nazar T. Yatsyshyn is a Mission Intern 
currently serving as coordinator of out-
reach at the Spring of Life United Meth-
odist Church in Kyiv, Ukraine, his home 
country. His initial placement was with 
the National Council of Churches in Ko-
rea, where he worked as a communica-
tions associate for Peace-Together 2013, 
a project of the national ecumenical or-
ganization in South Korea. 

LivinG in 
coMMUnity
by Paola Ferro

i ’ve been blessed to experience 
ministry with young people in two 

different parts of the world—Miami 
and Argentina.

Having the opportunity to see 
God´s mission in my home context of 
Miami gave me a broad perspective 
on what ministry with young adults 
can be. We engaged in outreach by 
serving the homeless, the elderly, and 
children—and tackled many different 
issues, such as human traffi cking, 
young adults, pro-life ministry. We 
participated in both national and inter-
national missions. We expressed our 
stand on what was happening in our 

city and in the world. Miami showed 
me young adults with love, drive, 
and compassion for outreach and a 
community that is driven to help and 
serve where needed, as individuals 
or in a group.

In my current community in 
Argentina, the young adult ministry is 
driven not only by young adults but 
also by their families. The community 
is formed by young people and their 
children. When we get together, ba-
bies are passed from arm to arm; we 
see toddlers dancing to the songs we 
sing. We enjoy the innocence and gen-
uine charisma that the children bring 
to our group. Being part of a ministry 
composed of young families has al-
lowed me to see an unconditional love 
that these friends have for one another 
and for their families—the same love 
that we as humans are called by God 
to share. Young adults in Argentina 
serve where needed and involve their 
children and families in all they do.

Gloria (Paola) Ferro is a Global Mission 
Fellow serving as a communications assis-
tant with the Centro Regional Ecuménico 
de Asesoría y Servicio (Regional Ecumeni-
cal Advisory and Service Center, CREAS) 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Born in Gua-
temala, Paola is a citizen of the United 
States who grew up in Miami, Florida.

Paola ferro
GMF Intl.—Class of 2014-2016

nazar t. yatsyshyn
GMF Intl.—Class of 2012-2015
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fActs & stAts 
An in-depth look 
at three GMf classes 
2012-2016

christian 
identity

United 
Methodist

Autonomous Methodist

Other

84%

13%

3%

GMf 
Gender 

ratio
76%

24%

21-22 yrs

23-24 yrs

25-26 yrs

27-28 yrs

29-30 yrs

31-32 yrs

GMf 
Age

(in %)

32%

32%

12%

10%

6%

8%
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Annual conference GMfs

Arkansas ................................ 1
Baltimore-Washington ............ 1
Congo conferences ................ 9
Desert Southwest ................... 3
Detroit .................................... 1
Florida ................................... 1
Great Plains ........................... 2
Indiana ................................... 2
Korea ..................................... 1
Louisiana ................................ 2
Malawi ................................... 1
New York ................................ 1
Nigeria ................................... 1
North Alabama ....................... 1
North Carolina ....................... 1
North Texas ............................ 2
Northern Illinois ..................... 2
Peninsula-Delaware ............... 1
Philippines conferences ........ 4
South Carolina ....................... 2
Upper New York ..................... 1
Virginia .................................. 2
West Michigan ....................... 2
West Ohio .............................. 1
West Virginia ......................... 1
Western N. Carolina ............... 4
Western Pennsylvania ............ 1
Zimbabwe East ...................... 1
Zimbabwe West ..................... 1

GMfs serving in World regions

GMfs Per Annual conference

North America

South America

Europe

Asia

Africa

39%

15%

14%

6%

26%
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GMfs in Activecampus 
Ministry

GMfs considering further 
training or study

GMfs Level of 
Higher education

College Graduate

2%

Other

2%

Some College

3%

Medical School

2%

Law School

Graduate Degree

Other Graduate Studies

Seminary

Other

Not 
Considering

71%

Yes

29%

No

71%

25%

36%

19%

10%

30%
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GMfs that Hope to stay Active in the UMc 
(or Any other church) After Mission service

Justice issues that GMfs are Most Passionate About

 Clergy Track 13.9%

 Full-Time Missionary 44.4%

 Lay Leader 22.2%

 Deacon 8.3%

 Deaconess/Home Missioner 11.1%

 Specialized Ministry 29.2%

 Campus Ministry 12.5%

 General Agency Work 26.4%

 Annual/General Conference Delegate 18.1% 

 No     1.4%

 Other 19.4%

 Human Rights 59.7%

 Creation Care 31.9%

 Women’s Rights 51.4%

 Education 54.2%

 Campus Ministry 15.3%

 Worker’s Rights 27.8%

 Hopelessness 31.9%

 Children & Youth 66.7%

 Indigenous People 23.6%

 Health 19.4%

 Refugees 23.6%

 Environment 45.8%

 Immigration 31.9% 

 Food Security 27.8% 

 Advocacy 37.5%

 Lobbying 6.9%

 Other 13.9%
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L ooking at my fellow young 
adults of today, I see how en-
thusiastic we are. We are full 

of dreams we hope to realize one day; 
we are full of energy. Yet I also see 
how many times our energy is redi-
rected to earthly pleasures and mate-
rial desires, things that distract us from 
being in the presence of the Lord.

My mission assignment has taken 
me to Harris Memorial College, 
where I work in the Community 
Extension Service and Development 
Department. As part of this assign-
ment, I engage with the indigenous 
community of Mangghan in Rizol 
Province. This community is deep in 
the mountains, 80 km (nearly 50 miles) 
away from the nearest city. The hous-
es are built with bamboo. There is no 
electricity and no running water—the 
community members fetch water 
for their day-to-day use from the riv-
ers and springs in the mountains. The 
members of this community are set 
to be removed by the government to 
make room for a dam project, which 
requires the Mangghan’s land. They 
will be resettled in another place.

As I entered Mangghan for the 
fi rst time, I noticed that many of 

the houses had no beds to lie down 
in at night or food for the families. 
The weather challenges are numer-
ous. The most amazing part of this 
community is that its members 
are content with what they have. 
They are full of life and warm-heart-
ed. As I lived with the people for a 
week, immersed in their culture, I 
realized that they stay in the pres-
ence of the Lord—and this has in-
spired me greatly.

As I continue on my mission jour-
ney, I have learned to depend on and 
trust in the Lord. I know that God is 
in control at times when I stay in the 
presence of the Lord.

John 11:21 reminds us of the 
story of Martha. She says to Jesus, 
“If you had been here my brother 
would not have died….” I believe 
she meant to say that whatever had 
caused Lazarus’s death was not only 
his sickness but also the absence of 
Christ during that time.

As people engaged in service, we 
need to stay in the presence of the 
Lord. The absence of Christ causes 
death and havoc in our ministries. 
Even as we face challenges in minis-
try—and we defi nitely do—we must 
remember that when we call upon 
the Lord, we too will experience a 
resurrection, just as Christ resurrect-
ed Lazarus from the dead.

Caroline Mutsago was commissioned 
as a Global Mission Fellow in July 2014 
to serve two years with Community 
Extension Services and Development of 
Harris Memorial College in Taytay, 
Philippines. She is originally from 
Harare, Zimbabwe.

stAyinGin   

    
tHePresenceof 

  
                tHeLord

“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
but i know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”

Jesus said to her, “your brother will rise again.”
John 11:21-23 (NIV)

by Caroline Mutsago

caroline Mutsago
GMF Intl.—Class of 2014-2016

D E V O T I O N A L
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  tHebeAUty
 ofcAMPUs 
Ministry

i

by Erica Oliveira

t’s one in the morning, and I have probably been asleep for only half an hour 

when I hear someone knocking on my door and the faint sound of beeping.  

In my half-asleep haze I think to myself, “That’s not my door. That’s not for me, 

I’m just sleeping.” I roll back over. The knocking persists—I can’t ignore it.  

I get up and shout, “Hold on, I’m coming.” Before I make it to the door of my 

apartment, the thought crosses my mind, “Do I smell something?”
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young people gather 
to discover them-
selves—to dream 
about their lives, 
the world, and the 
church. These are 
vibrant communities 
full of diverse young 
people who are pas-
sionate about their 
faith and living it out 
in real and tangible 
ways. 

In short, it’s my 
favorite part of our church. 

It is a place where I fi rst experi-
enced the fullness of Christian life. 
Campus ministries all over the world 
expose thousands of young adults to 
the fullness of the Christian life every 
day. Often, campus ministries operate 
on a shoestring budget. Sometimes 
these ministries are student-led or 
managed without buildings. Others 
have a huge staff and million-dollar 
buildings. Regardless of the situation, 
campus ministries are full of young 
people like the young person I used to 
be (and in many ways still am)—a little 
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  tHebeAUty
 ofcAMPUs 
Ministry

Michael McCord, Director of Collegiate Ministry and Training, GBHEM, with GMF campus ministers: 
Brad Ken, Erica Oliviera, Tiffania Willetts, Stephanie Plotas, Cindy Maupin, and Kharissa Allman.
PHOTO: JAMES TRIPP

erica oliveira
GMF Intl.—Class of 2012-2015

I decide I must be imagining everything. I open the door, 
wearing only my pajamas, to fi nd one of my students star-
ing back at me frantically. “Erica,” she says, “The fi re alarm 
is going off in my room and it smells like smoke.” 

Bam—I’m awake. 
I grab my phone and head to check out the room. I call 

911 fi rst, and then my boss. I wake up all the residents up-
stairs, and evacuate everyone to the lawn below. After 45 
minutes of investigation, the fi refi ghters inform me it was 
just the AC unit. It overheated and some of the dust that 
had accumulated over the course of a year had started to 
smoke. No harm.

This is like so many other days in the life of campus 
ministry. Late nights, late mornings, emergencies with 
crumbling buildings and overfl owing toilets, and never enough funding in 
the midst. Boyfriend and girlfriend problems, problems with dishes in the 
sink, and fi ghts about noise at night. It is a beautiful struggle—the struggle of 
young adulthood. 

I have had the greatest pleasure of my life working with and being part of 
the Wesley Foundation and campus ministry for four years, in various settings 
and in various conferences. I have experienced, seen, and been the recipient 
of the life-giving, life-changing force of these powerful and colorful places. 
Campus ministry is where I received my call to Generation Transformation 
and a place where I discerned a deep love for and faith in God.

In my estimation, campus ministry is one of the most wonderful areas of 
ministry. It is an environment in which you get to meet folks at one of the most 
infl uential times of their lives. You get the opportunity to help them through 
the tough parts and be with them in the lovely parts. You get to be messy and 
silly, inquisitive and insightful. Colleges and universities can be places where 
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lost, a little odd, but involved 100 per-
cent in looking for that place where 
faith and the world collide.

Campus Ministry in  

L’viv, Ukraine

I worked with one such young per-
son during my time in L’viv, Ukraine. 
I did not know her when she was a 
college student. When I met her, she 
was a 23-year-old new mom with big 
ambitions. She had been a student 
at the local Catholic college, and, at 
the time I met her, she was director 
of Children’s Ministries at the church 
and campus ministry where I worked 
during my international missionary 
placement. She was also my boss.

This is a woman whom I grew to 
love and greatly respect. She was my 
supervisor, but she was also one of 
my closest friends. During my time 
in Ukraine, she shared with me her 
long-term vision to open a Christian 
preschool. She told me she felt called 
by God to do this, yet 2013 had been 
a tough year for the ministry. They 
had just lost a couple of their long-
time leaders to a tragic accident. They 
were using a space that was not con-
ducive to housing a preschool. 

Instead of losing hope, she decided 
that it was time to realize her vision. In 
September 2013, we opened a small 
Christian preschool in two locations, 
with one session in each location. 
Today, there are now three locations 
with a total of four sessions ongoing.

This young woman is a mighty 
force; she has deep faith and a strong 
will. She was a member of her cam-
pus ministry in L’viv, a campus minis-
try that I had the pleasure of working 
with, and she is still very involved in 
the leadership there. She was shaped 

in campus ministry. She was part of a 
sacred community that gave her the 
tools to listen for and answer the call 
of God to be active in God’s mission 
in L’viv. Every person on the cam-
pus ministry staff in L’viv was once a 
member of the ministry. The worship 
leader, the pastor, the associate pas-
tor—all of these leaders heard their 
call in campus ministry.

Campus Ministry in Miami 

Each and every day I continue to en-
counter amazing young people like 
those I met in Ukraine—young peo-
ple that have not vanished from the 
church, that yearn to engage with it.

In my current placement, I work 
with the South East District Office 
of the Florida Annual Conference to 
build a layover ministry for mission 
teams with planned or emergency 
layovers in the Miami/Ft. Lauderdale 
area. A second task is to think about 
building a program to host mission 
teams that have South Florida as 
their mission destination. I also work 
with a small Wesley Foundation at 
the University of Miami.

The young folks I work with at the 
university are excited about spread-
ing the love and joy of Christ; they do 
this by giving out flowers on campus. 
They also volunteer weekly at a local 
feeding ministry. Next week some 
will be in Haiti on a mission trip, and 
some will be staying behind to get 
their hands dirty in the mission field of 
their own backyard. They are a force 
for good; they are a force for God.

Campus Ministry Around  

the Connection

In my time hosting teams through 
the layover ministry, I’ve seen 

some of the amazing things other 
Wesley Foundations are doing 
around the country.

At the University of Florida, the 
Wesley Foundation sponsors a “love 
week” around Valentine’s Day in 
which members spread the love of 
God to their whole campus through 
various activities. Folks at Appalachia 
State University Wesley Foundation 
have opened a food pantry for the 
community around the university to 
help provide groceries that the com-
munity needs. This pantry is run and 
maintained by the students. The 
Auburn Wesley Foundation tutors 
at a local elementary school twice 
a week. The Kansas State Wesley 
Foundation is dedicated to creation 
care, highlighting the burden of waste 
that we place on our planet. This foun-
dation uses as many recycled and bio-
degradable products as possible in its 
ministry. It encourages students to 
bring large recyclable items to cam-
pus ministry sites as part of a recy-
cling fundraiser.

Campus Ministry— 

A Church Priority 

In our churches, specifically in the 
United States, we continue to preach 
about the need to attract more young 
people. From blogs entitled “The top 
10 ways to reach millennials,” to “The 
15 reasons millennials are leaving the 
church,” we continue to write lists 
about how to get young people into 
our churches. We tend to forget that 
we have strong and vibrant campus 
ministries engaging in the mission of 
God on campuses across the country 
and across the world every day.

These students long for, and have 
found, communities of faith that are 

“ We tend to forget that we have strong and vibrant campus ministries 
engaging in the mission of God on campuses across the country  
and across the world every day.”

Wesley offers you 

World-class scholars 
who excel in spiritual and 
leadership formation 

Flexible degree program to 
develop your missional and 
entrepreneurial potential  

A Washington, D.C. location 
at the intersection of power 
and poverty, faith and politics

Learn more at wesleyseminary.edu
about ways to customize your  
M.Div. at Wesley to answer God’s  
call on your life.

The newly re-designed Master of Divinity at Wesley will equip 
you for a lifetime of fruitful ministry. Our M.Div. is flexible 
and theologically rich, equipping you to serve a church, the 
chaplaincy or a missional ministry setting. Our specialized 
approach fosters self-motivated, self-directed lifelong learners. 

Be equipped to answer

God’s call on your life.

Wesley Theological Seminary.

 ..
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not just sitting in pews on Sundays. 
They are going out into the world to 
transform it. They give up their spring 
breaks to come to places like Miami, 
which by all accounts is a huge spring 
break location, to learn about social 
justice issues from a perspective of 
faith. They come to dream about how 
the church could be and to engage 
local communities. 

They are not alone.
There are Wesley Foundations and 

United Methodist Campus Ministries 
all across this country that educate 
themselves about the world. They 
are mobilizing themselves to spread 
the love and hope of Jesus Christ, 
and they are feeding directly into the 
leadership of this United Methodist 
Church. These young adults are be-
coming clergy, missionaries, lay lead-
ers, youth pastors, worship leaders, 
and committed, devoted, active dis-
ciples of Jesus.

Our campus ministries are provid-
ing a solid foundation of faith and an 
understanding of social responsibility. 
When the youth leave their campuses 
they are prepared for the challenges 
that lie ahead—whether working for 
equal rights for women, immigration 
reform, or more young adult delegates 
in our annual conferences. 

The hard, yet liberating, work of 
making disciples is happening on 
these campuses. I want to call on you, 
reader, to open your eyes and see it. 
Go and hear the stories of amazing 
young adults who are working hard 
to transform themselves and this 
world. I challenge you to go to your 
closest campus ministry and offer to 
bring dinner, or simply pledge your 
support. Perhaps pray for the campus 
minister and the ministry there. Be an 
advocate in your annual conference. 
These sacred places are so necessary 
to our church. If the decision-makers 

do not support these campus min-
istries, they do the whole church a 
huge disservice. 

The light and heart that young 
adults carry with them brought me 
out of the difficultly of transition be-
tween L’viv and Miami. They brought 
me hope. They continue to remind me 
why I became a missionary and why 
I love this body of believers. Campus 
ministry has given me a very clear pic-
ture of what the church can be (and al-
ready is on many college campuses). 
They continue to give me hope that 
one day, everyone else will see it too.

Erica Oliveira is a Mission Intern serving 
with the South East District of the denomi-
nation’s Florida Conference, based in Coral 
Gables. Erica was commissioned in August 
2012, and her initial placement was with 
the Youth to Jesus Ministry of The United 
Methodist Church in L’viv, Ukraine. She is 
originally from South Carolina.

Wesley offers you 

World-class scholars 
who excel in spiritual and 
leadership formation 

Flexible degree program to 
develop your missional and 
entrepreneurial potential  
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Learn more at wesleyseminary.edu
about ways to customize your  
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call on your life.
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you for a lifetime of fruitful ministry. Our M.Div. is flexible 
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fAst 
e v e r y d A y

is not this the fast that i choose: to loose 
the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs 
of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, 
and to break every yoke?

is it not to share your bread with the 
hungry, and bring the homeless poor 
into your house; when you see the naked, 
to cover them, and not to hide yourself 
from your own kin?

Isaiah 58:6-7 (NRSV)

by Tiffania L. Willetts
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y time as a missionary has been full of firsts. This past Lenten season, I 
participated in a weekly fast for the first time. A small group of us would 
refrain from food for the first part of the day and meet for a Bible study 
during lunch time. I also led my first mission trip, and I came to realize the 
two are not mutually exclusive.

During spring break in March, I was blessed to lead a group of college 
students on a mission trip to Tampa, Florida, where we volunteered at 
Metropolitan Ministries. This trip came at the end of my mission service, 

when I had just a few months left before starting seminary. I was reminded of 
why I am serving in the first place. God has called all Christians to fast every 
day. Not necessarily to refrain from food, but to keep God first in our lives.

This is not just a personal call; it is a com-
munal call. As a community, God has called all 
Christians to live out our fast by serving others 
and working together “to loose the bonds of 
injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to 
let the oppressed go free, and to break every 
yoke.” (Isaiah 58:6) We cannot do it alone. We 
must work together for this change. 

God has called us to move out of our comfort 
zones. We are to share our own bread with the 
hungry, not buy new bread to give them. We 
are to bring the homeless poor into our hous-
es, not build shelters to house them in “that” 
part of town. We are to cover the naked while 
looking them in the eye instead of walking past 
them without seeing their need.

Often, we as Christians focus on our per-
sonal growth and relationship with God. This 
is essential to our faith. However, also essen-
tial to our faith is serving others. It’s not about 
serving one meal or 40 meals; it’s about ac-
knowledging that people in need are people 
too. They deserve respect and dignity and a 
life free from hunger, homelessness, and na-
kedness. And in order to achieve that, we must 
work together to change not just lives, but systems. Change starts with one 
life, but long-term change can only be accomplished by many coming together 
to change the lives of all.

I encourage you to look critically at your own community. Are you fasting as 
God has called you to do? How can you join in with what God is doing? How 
can you feed the hungry, house the homeless, and clothe the naked? How can 
you loose the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free? How are you 
working together to make God’s vision a reality? How are you making God’s 
kingdom here on earth?

Tiffania L. Willetts served as a Mission Intern with campus ministry at Central Meth-
odist University in Fayette, Missouri. Her international placement was with the Latin 
America and Caribbean Regional Office of the World Student Christian Federation 
(WSCF) in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Tiffania is originally from Lehigh Acres, Florida.

M

tiffania L. Willetts
GMF Intl.—Class of 2012-2015

Tiffania Willetts speaks about her 
experiences in Buenos Aires and Missouri  
at Good Shepherd UMC in Florida. 
PHOTO: COURTESY TIFFANIA WILLETTS

D E V O T I O N A L
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M E S S A G E S  F R O M 

 forMer yoUnG AdULt  MissionAries
by Kathryn Mitchem, Mary Beth Byrne, and Doug 

Cunningham, Kevin E. Huff, and Doris E. Warrell

The fi rst US-2 class, 1962.
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yoUnG AdULt 
Ministries: Us-2 
cLAss of 1962
by Kathryn Mitchem and 

Mary Beth Byrne

When 28 young adults came 
together at Scarritt-Bennett 

College over the July 4th weekend 
in 1962, none would have predict-
ed that we would still be gathering 
for reunions some 53 years later! 
We came from different parts of the 
country, with very different back-
grounds, hopes, dreams, and aspi-
rations. Our six-weeks training pro-
vided many opportunities for us to 
bond, and we have felt like “a fam-
ily” ever since.

In some cases, several of us 
were appointed to serve in the 
same or nearby locations. This gave 
us opportunities to visit one another, 
and our practice was to “shadow” 
the person we were visiting so we 
could better understand her or his 
role in ministry.

Through the years, we have had 
many mini-reunions; and we have 
gathered every fi ve years for a more 
structured time together. As we re-
called at one of our more recent 
gatherings, we reunite because we 
are willing to be vulnerable and we 
share a common vision and a strong 
commitment to love and support 
each other—which has come to frui-
tion over time. When we gather for 
fun times, we also are accountable 
to one another about how it has been 
with our souls since the last time we 
gathered together.

Through our studies and experi-
ences together during training, we 
learned that ministry, to be “success-
ful,” is all about relationships forged, 
nurtured, tended, shared, and cel-
ebrated—within both faith commu-
nities and the wider geographical 

M E S S A G E S  F R O M 

 forMer yoUnG AdULt  MissionAries
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communities where we live and serve. 
Over 80 percent of the members of 
this class have continued through-
out their lives to serve Christ and the 
church and God’s wider world in vari-
ous ways—as deaconesses, pas-
tors, deacons, elders, clergy spouses, 
teachers, counselors, church and com-
munity workers, and more.

Through the years, the US-2 pro-
gram has changed. Now part of 
Generation Transformation, the 
young adult missionary programs 
of the church encompass not only 
the US-2s, but also Global Mission 
Fellows, Global Justice Volunteers, 
and Individual Volunteers who 
“come from everywhere and go 
everywhere.”

As a class, we soon realized the 
importance of keeping in touch, vis-
iting when possible, and offering 
friendship and support to each other 
through challenges and struggles. 
In many cases, our US-2 colleagues 
became more a part of our person-
al lives than even our college friends 
and roommates.

Certainly today, with all the vari-
ous types of social media avail-
able around the world, current and  
upcoming classes have every oppor-
tunity to foster and grow relation-
ships with one another across many 
boundaries, cultures, and traditions. 
The Global Mission Fellows Blog, a 

place where anyone from the classes 
can contribute reflections, words of 
encouragement, and stories of how 
God is working in their lives and the 
lives of those with whom they are in 
ministry, is a wonderful way to stay 
in touch. Setting a regular monthly 
time of prayer for each other also 
fosters the work of the Holy Spirit in 
all of our lives.

The Dr. Joy Lenita Wixson 
Endowment Fund symbolizes the 
significance of the Young Adult 
Missionary Program for Lenita 
Wixson, a member of our class. This 
endowment is a way to “pay it for-
ward” for classes to come. All of us 
in the 1962 class have agreed that 
the US-2 program set us on a course 
of ministry and service for the rest of 
our lives—and we are grateful for it.

Our 53rd class reunion will be 
held in ministry and service at the 
UMCOR Sager-Brown Depot in 
Baldwin, Louisiana, just after Labor 
Day 2015. We will share in our fel-
lowship time together, but we will 
also help pack kits and sew layettes, 
blankets, and school bags.

Young adult missionaries contin-
ue to share the Light of the World by 
showing others Christ’s love. They 
commit themselves to help bring 
God’s kingdom on earth and to dem-
onstrate God’s forgiveness and grace 
for all of us.

Kathryn Mitchem, a retired United Meth-
odist deaconess, served many years in 
the office of Church and Community  
Ministries and at Scarritt-Bennett Col-
lege in Tennessee. The Rev. Mary Beth 
Byrne, a retired deacon from Whitewater,  
Wisconsin, is called affectionately “Rev-
erend Mother” by the US-2 Class of 1962 
because she has kept track of everyone 
and cared for reunion details.

reconnectinG  
PAst And Present
by Doug Cunningham

A rriving at the Manila International 
Airport in February 2015 re-

minded me of my first voyage to 
the Philippines 31 years ago, when I 
began my assignment as a Mission 
Intern there. This time, howev-
er, I went to visit my daughter, 
Nora Cunningham, a current Global 
Mission Fellow—the updated inter-
national mission program for young 
adults in the church that I had partici-
pated in a few decades ago.

My first arrival in Manila in 
September 1983 turned my world 
upside down. The country was then 
ruled by a dictator, Ferdinand Marcos, 
who had ordered the assassination of 
the nation’s most prominent opposi-
tion leader just one month earlier. A 
rising people’s movement was intent 
on driving Marcos from office. I was 
deeply inspired by the determination 
and courage of tens of thousands of 
people who showed up weekly out-
side the Presidential Palace to de-
mand democracy. And I was dis-
turbed to see firsthand the ways that 
my own country was arming the dic-
tator to keep him in power. 

I also learned a lot about myself 
during those 15 months. Having 
grown up in the individualism of the 
West, I struggled to adapt to the 

D R .  J O Y  L E N I T A  W I X S O N  E N D O W M E N T  F U N D

You are invited to “Pay It Forward” by making your own contribution to this 
Endowment Fund, investing in current and future leaders. Make the check out to 
“The General Board of Global Ministries” and send it to:

Andy Corkill 
General Board of Global Ministries 
475 Riverside Dr., Rm 352 
New York, NY 10115

Please include “The Dr. Joy Lenita Wixson Endowment Fund” in the check memo line.
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more group-oriented culture of the 
Philippines. “How much of my own 
comfort and personal preference am 
I willing to let go of for a larger com-
mon good?” was a question I asked 
with new immediacy. Learning the 
language of the Philippines was 
challenging, but it opened the door 
to personal relationships and a 
deeper understanding of the cul-
ture. Perhaps most important in all 
of this was the realization that the 
language and values I grew up with 
in a white, suburban, Midwestern 
town in the United States were not 
the only ways—nor were they nec-
essarily the best ways—to under-
stand and be in the world.

My daughter Nora’s experience is 
different from mine in many ways. 
She was born in the Philippines when 
my Filipina wife and I returned to 
work as full-time missionaries. Nora 
was fluent in Tagalog as a young child 
but moved to the United States at 
age 3. After two decades, she is re-
turning to reconnect with a large part 
of who she is. In a recent mission let-
ter, she writes: “Being of mixed race 
in the United States, I had normal-
ized the feeling of not fitting in.” Now 
back in the Philippines, Nora is see-
ing the Filipina part of herself moving 
in the world around her in ways she 
has not experienced since she was a 
child. As she experiences this bigger 
picture, she is discovering a deeper 
wholeness that is transforming her 
relationship with God.

The work of Global Ministries 
is evolving. In my day, the program 
sent people from the United States 
to connect with other countries in 
the world. Now, the Global Mission 
Fellows program is sending people 
from many nations to many other 
nations. This evolution is moving us 
deeper into our mission: reconnect-
ing the human family with itself, with 
each other, and with God. As Nora 

and I could both attest, this is a life-
transforming experience.

The Rev. Doug Cunningham served as a 
Mission Intern 1983 to 1985, with the 
Institute of Religion and Culture in Ma-
nila, Philippines, and with the Church 
Coalition for Human Rights in Wash-
ington, DC. He is a member of the New 
York Annual Conference and serves as 
the pastor of New Day United Methodist 
Church in the Bronx, New York.

tHe cUrrency 
AccePted 
tHroUGHoUt  
tHe WorLd
by Kevin E. Huff

i decided to participate in the US-2 
program because I was thirsty: 

thirsty for a change of scenery; 
thirsty for adventure; and above all, 
thirsty for an opportunity to lose my-
self—my identity and my presuppo-
sitions—in service to “the least, the 
last, and the lost” among us.

All my life, I’ve desired to trav-
el and to explore. I love the “new” 

and “different.” I love meeting 
people from different cultures. The 
US-2 program was an opportunity 
for me not only to travel and meet 
new and different people but also 
to give back. My whole life, I’ve 
been comparatively privileged. I’ve 
attended quality schools and lived 
in comfortable (arguably luxurious) 
homes. Most importantly, I’ve al-
ways been surrounded by lov-
ing family and friends that never 
cease to encourage and inspire me. 
Needless to say, there are millions 
of my brothers and sisters on this 
earth that haven’t had these oppor-
tunities and comforts.

The US-2 program was my oppor-
tunity to do what I, as a Christian, 
consider a moral obligation: pay it 
forward. As Luke says—to whom 
much is given, much is required.

I learned that love is the lan-
guage spoken by men and women 
of all ages, nations, and stations. It 
is a currency accepted throughout 
the world. It is an invisible force at 
work in the world that unites all of 
God’s children. As Christians, our 
job is to demonstrate this love, to 
quote John Wesley: “…In all the 

doug cunningham
Mission Intern—Class of 1983-1985

Kevin e. Huff
US-2—Class of 2010-2012
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ways you can, in all the places you 
can, at all the times you can, to all 
the people you can, as long as ever 
you can.”

I’m now working for the US 
Government as a business advisor. 
Although I’ve not entered the minis-
try, my passion for loving and serv-
ing others has not waned—serving 
is my life’s work. I bring my passion 
for social justice and my God-given 
desire to love and serve others into 
my office with me every day. The 
cross on my desk serves as a re-
minder that it is God I serve, not 
man. Colossians 3:23 says it best: 
“Whatever you do, work at it with 
all your heart, as though you were 
working for the Lord and not for 
people.” (GNT)

If I had to offer any advice for 
current and future young adult mis-
sionaries, I would tell them to love 
unapologetically, serve enthusias-
tically, pray continually, enjoy your-
self, and have the time of your life! 

Kevin E. Huff served as a US-2 with 
Calvary United Methodist Church in 
Lincoln, Nebraska. Currently he works 
for the US Government as a business 
advisor.

not cALLed to steP 
bAcK or steP Aside
by Doris E. Warrell

nearly 20 years ago, I spent 
18 months in the Palestinian 

Christian village of Beit Jala. I had 
no affinity for the region and no 
knowledge of Arabic or Hebrew. I 
didn’t know much about the con-
flict that existed there. I tried to get 
Global Ministries to send me some-
place else. Where I failed, the Spirit 
and The United Methodist Church 
succeeded.

I experienced what the power 
to determine policy means to peo-
ple who don’t have that power—or 
even a voice in the decision-making 
process. I saw people my own age 
being humiliated and treated as less 
than human, and I saw people my 
own age being trained to humiliate 
and dehumanize other people. 

I learned that I am not called to 
step back or step aside when I know 
people are being oppressed. And 
even more so, I am called to be on 
the lookout for these situations.

I learned from the gospel that 
following Jesus means loving my 
neighbor, and that certainly includes 
helping my neighbor. During my 
mission service, I learned that I am 
supposed to do something about 
this (whatever the “this” may be), 
and that I can do something. Being 
Christian isn’t only knowing what I 
am supposed to do; it is doing what 
I am supposed to do. Mission ser-
vice gave me a time of practical 
application.

Justice, mercy, and faithful-
ness…these are the important mat-
ters to be lived out, not solely con-
cepts to be pondered. This is what 
I learned 20 years ago and what I 
continue to learn about and live out 
today, as best as I can.

I still work to change the sys-
tems of oppression that affect both 
Palestinians and Israelis. I also work 
to change the systems of oppres-
sion that devalue people of color 
and inflate the value of white peo-
ple, as well as the systems that do 
the same to gay and heterosexual 
people, and many others.

By being plunged into another 
culture and surrounded by new peo-
ple, I learned that in spite of being 
broken people and having less-than-
perfect systems, there are good and 
beautiful people in God’s creation. 
We can do good and beautiful things 

together when we choose to do so.
Everyone should have an oppor-

tunity to experience God’s love in 
action, whether with two years as a 
Global Mission Fellow or two weeks 
as a Volunteer in Mission. Any expe-
rience in which we feel God’s spirit 
at work in us day and night—in our 
feelings, thoughts, and actions—is a 
valuable experience. 

I don’t think that age matters in 
mission. What matters is the will-
ingness to take the plunge. Young 
adults are smart, able, and at the 
perfect place in their lives to jump 
into this adventure.

Mission only ends when a person 
decides that it is done and moves on 
to something else. No matter where 
we are, no matter when we are, we 
are called to do and be in mission.

The Rev. Doris E. Warrell served as a 
Mission Intern 1994-1997, assigned to 
Hope Christian School in the Palestin-
ian village of Beit Jala, and Washing-
ton, DC, for her US term. She currently 
serves as the Global Mission Fellow  
Affiliate Coordinator in Washington, 
DC, for the General Board of Church 
and Society’s Ethnic Young Adult Sum-
mer Internship Program.

doris e. Warrell
Mission Intern—Class of 1994-1997
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M ost mornings, I get up 
and out of bed with ex-
citement, wondering, 

“Who needs missionary Katie P 
today! How can I serve?”

That sounds like an awesome mis-
sionary, right?

On other days, after hitting the 
snooze button five times, I roll out of 
bed hoping Jesus will catch me be-
fore I hit the ground. I wait on an invi-
tation or some motivation to engage 
my local community with more than a 
dry, “Hello, how are you?”

The Apostle James wrote: 
“Suppose you see a brother or sis-
ter who needs food or clothing, and 
you say, ‘Well, good-bye and God 
bless you; stay warm and eat well’—
but then you don’t give that person 
any food or clothing. What good 
does that do?” James 2:15-16. (New 
Living Translation)

In the early days of my mission-
ary term, I found myself wondering, 
“How can I best engage the people 
around me… without coming off as 
the weird missionary from Texas?”

I thought to myself, what if Jesus 
himself came to Biloxi, Mississippi, 
and was hungry. I wouldn’t give him 
a dry, “Hello, God bless ya!” Instead 
I would take him to the grocery store, 
and ask, “What would you like to 

eat?” Because JC (Jesus Christ) may 
not have the same taste buds as 
me, and who knows, he may intro-
duce me to some substance that will 
change my life.

After cooking for JC and sharing a 
meal, I imagine he would say, 
“Thanks for taking the time to feed 
me when I was hungry; it meant a lot 
to me.” I would also probably post a 
selfie [on social media—a picture of 
myself with Jesus]. What if you knew 
you would get that same awesome 
response every time? Would you be 
more motivated to support your 
friends and community? This is how I 
began to respond to the people, now 
my friends and family, in Biloxi. I 

stepped outside of me and asked 
them what they liked to eat. I cooked 
for them and we shared meals to-
gether. Something holy happens 
around a shared meal—something 
that you can’t get on Communion 
Sunday by looking at the backs of 
heads reciting “take...eat...take...
drink...”

When a meal is shared you are 
able to see face-to-face a person’s ex-
pressions. Everyone has an opportu-
nity to speak, laugh, and joke. There 
is time to talk and engage. Through 
engagement, you begin to see JC in 
the people. 

In Matthew 25:35-40, JC is guiding 
his followers to provide for and be in 
service with others. When we ignore 
an opportunity to support another in 
need, it’s like we failed to help JC. 

Whatever you do or don’t do, you 
do to Jesus. 

What have you done for Jesus 
today?

Katie Pryor serves as a US-2 young 
adult missionary with the General 
Board of Global Ministries. Commis-
sioned in August 2013, she is assigned 
to children’s ministry at Moore Com-
munity House, Biloxi, Mississippi. 
Kathleen is from Red Oak, Texas, North 
Texas Annual Conference.

enGAGinG PeoPLe   
   As yoU WoULd JesUs

by Katie Pryor

The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the  
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 

Matthew 25:40 (New International Version)

Katie Pryor
GMF US-2—Class of 2013-2015

D E V O T I O N A L

0615-GBGM-NWO_July-Aug2015-09.indd   39 6/9/15   2:41 PM



40  NEWWORLDOUTLOOK.ORG

e very 16 minutes of every day 
there is one woman violated 
and mistreated in Colombia. 

Every failed implementation of the 
law means several lives are shat-
tered. The hope in the ongoing Peace 
Talks here seems like a light at the 
end of the tunnel. Yet, amid all these 
struggles to achieve authentic jus-
tice, women leaders and organiza-
tions still strive to attain what every 
human being desires—peace.

In a November 2014 study of La 
Corporación Sisma Mujer, an inde-
pendent women’s organization, al-
most 50 percent of the recorded vic-
tims of war and confl ict are women.

My placement site, the Center 
for Popular Communication in Latin 
America (CEPALC) in Colombia, 
works with grassroots organizations 
of children, women, indigenous com-
munities, victims of war, and mar-
ginalized populations in general. 
In May 2014, I was blessed to be 
part of the ongoing training among 
the Zenú indigenous 
community on the 
theme “Prevention of 
Adolescent Pregnancy 
and Prevention of 
Child Abuse.” A num-
ber of early pregnan-
cy cases are results 

of abuse and rape. Our job is to in-
form women of their rights while en-
couraging them to go beyond cultural 
norms to achieve a better life.

When CEPALC asked me to create 
a workshop, I suggested that we con-
duct a basic self-defense class. I have 
a black belt in Karatedo (a form of 
Karate), and it has been my prayer for 
an opportunity to help young women 
defend themselves and fi ght back 

against aggressors.
I taught our cli-

ents—and some of 
our partners—basic 
self-defense move-
ments. I taught them 
how to attack when 
appropriate. I guided 

the women in how to use an oppo-
nent’s strength against him while 
avoiding any form of violence or 
abuse.

Although I teach martial arts, I al-
ways remind the participants that 
the best self-defense is prayer. I 
know how to defend myself—pray-
ing every day for God’s protection. 
It is God’s righteous arms that hold 
me and cover me, and I hold on to 
that promise! 

God promises to “be with us.” We 
can read this promise throughout the 
Bible. God has loved and protected 
his people, especially during desper-
ate times. Injustice, inequality, and 
human rights violations are prevalent 
in society. We lose many lives every 
day because of ongoing war and con-
fl ict. Here in Colombia, women are 
still vulnerable to abuse and violation. 
But the good news is that they’ve got 
the best self-defense in Christ Jesus, 
knowing that God is “with us!”

Joy Eva A. Bohol is a Mission In-
tern working with the Centro Popular 
para América Latina de Comunicación 
(CEPALC) in Bogotá, Colombia. Joy Eva—
her name is short for “Joyful Evangelist”—
is from Cebu City in the Philippines, where 
she is a member of the Labangon First 
United Methodist Church.

The Catch of the Day is an early-bird discount of 10%. 
Available Until July 31, 2015.  Use Promo Code: CAL16AD.

umcom.org/2016calendars | csc@umcom.org | 888-346-3862

With seven easy-to-use formats, you’ll reel in timesaving tools to manage scheduling, track activities and events, keep 

up with readings from the Revised Common Lectionary throughout the liturgical year and all the other details that tug at  

your organizational sanity.

This year we’re also offering you a new calendar app. It will be available this summer from iTunes and Google Play.

Don’t wait. Get on board today with your yearly planning.

tHebest 
seLf-defense

by Joy Eva Bohol

…until you grow old. i am the one, and until you turn gray i will support you. 
        i have done it, and i will continue to bear it; i will support and i will rescue.

Isaiah 46:4 (CEB)

Joy eva bohol
GMF Intl.—Class of 2013-2015

Prayer: Our Almighty 
God, protector and savior, 
thank you for your promise 
to us that you will “be with 
us always and will never 
leave us.” We put our trust 
and our lives in you, for we 
know that your righteous 
hand is upon us. Amen.
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UMCOR Board Approves More Than $7 Million  
in Grants 
In April, during its semiannual meeting, the board of  
directors of the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) approved more than $7 million in grants for ongo-
ing disaster response and longer-term development needs.

Of the total, $3.5 million is earmarked for a disaster 
risk reduction initiative in the Philippines, where Super 
Typhoon Haiyan caused calamitous damage in 2013. 
UMCOR will fund the construction of up to 10 evacuation 
shelters in the areas most impacted by the typhoon and 
provide training in disaster planning and preparedness.

In Haiti, a grant of more than $1.3 million will support 
the reconstruction of New College Bird, one of the top 
schools in the nation, which was severely damaged in the 
2010 Haiti earthquake. UMCOR also will continue to sup-
port partner Beyond Borders, as it works with Haitian or-
ganizations to address domestic servitude or child slavery.

 In the United States, long-term recovery support will 
go to Washington state and Detroit, Michigan, where dev-
astating fires and floods, respectively, occurred in 2014.

Funds will also go to enable churches within the 
California-Pacific Annual Conference to welcome and 
embrace unaccompanied migrant children arriving in 
Southern California who have fled violence in their Central 
American homelands. 

A grant will also help UMCOR partner with Church 
World Service resettle refugees in the United States.

United Methodists Respond to Nepal Quake
According to a release issued by Global Ministries in 
April, the mission agency—through its disaster-relief arm, 
UMCOR—responded to a devastating earthquake that 
rocked Nepal on April 25. The response effort was in con-
junction with long-time local and international partners 
and Nepal-based Global Ministries’ missionaries. 

UMCOR approved a grant of $90,000 for international 
partner GlobalMedic to bring much-needed clean water 
to survivors through the provision of household and pub-
lic water-filtration units. Conversations began with United 
Mission to Nepal (UMN), a partner in community-based 
health and education projects, for response assistance.

Global Ministries’ General Secretary, Thomas 
Kemper, stated, “Global Ministries has been in mission 

with the people of Nepal a long time, and that is a great 
grace in this time of need. Our long-established and cur-
rent work in the communities, especially through UMN, 
spurs our response.” 

Denman Award Winner
The Rev. German Gomez, a missionary with the National 
Plan for Hispanic/Latino Ministry, who serves as minister 
at San Juan Mission of Clanton First United Methodist 
Church, received the Denman Award for Evangelism 
on Tuesday, June 2, 2015, at the Alabama-West 
Florida Conference of The United Methodist Church in 
Montgomery, Alabama.

Since 1999, Rev. Gomez has helped San Juan 
Mission spin off other Hispanic congregations, in-
cluding El lugar de Gracia in Mobile, Alfa y Omega 
in Wetumpka, and Casa de Oracion in Jemison. The 
Denman Award, announced each year at annual con-
ferences, honors outstanding evangelism among cler-
gy, laity, and youth.

DEATHS—Elizabeth G. Holt, retired missionary with 
more than 8 years of service in Argentina, died August 
16, 2014…John Walter Cason, retired missionary with 
17 ½ years of service in Liberia, died November 3, 2014…
Julia Germany, retired missionary with more than 18 
years of service in Japan, died November 8, 2014…
Warren A. Nyberg, retired missionary with 5 ½ years 
of service in Uruguay, died December 6, 2014…Gertie 
Hartman, retired missionary with 20 years of service 
in Hong Kong, died January 20, 2015…Rev. Franklin 
P. Smith, retired missionary with nearly 7 years of ser-
vice in Malaysia, died January 24, 2015…Dorcas Hough 
Lynch, retired missionary with nearly 4 years of ser-
vice in Mozambique, died January 25, 2015…Deane R. 
Williams, retired missionary with nearly 2 years of ser-
vice in Haiti, died February 2, 2015…Evyn M. Adams, 
retired missionary with 15 years of service in Japan, died 
March 5, 2015…Virginia Draeger, retired missionary 
with 6 years of service in Nigeria, died March 13, 2015…
William O. Bigham, retired missionary with near-
ly 12 years of service in Brazil, died March 29, 2015…
Shirleyann B. Rice, retired missionary with nearly 12 
years of service in Malaysia, died April 24, 2015.
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imagine amassing all of your 
possessions into one room. 
Don’t worry about how much 

you have; just gather it all and put 
it in one room. Now imagine sell-
ing all of it—or giving it away—all 
to follow Jesus. What do you have 
to give up—a lot of treasures, no? 
Maybe some heirlooms or your fa-
vorite sweatshirt? Sounds incred-
ibly tough to do. I would have a hard 
time for sure.

That’s what we see here. A rich 
man has devoted himself to follow-
ing Jesus—to being a Christian and 
to spreading God’s glory on Earth. It’s 
pretty amazing. He has wealth and 
he wants to have a perfect relation-
ship with God. However, upon receiv-
ing this advice from Jesus, he shies 
away. He becomes sad and leaves. 
Right up to this point, he is all for it, 
and then, he just stops. How often do 
we fall into this? Things are well, but 
then we have to give something up 
that we never expected to give up, so 
we stop. Instead of committing to our 
task and trusting God, we retreat.

Now, I understand that it’s incred-
ibly hard to give up everything. I love 
a lot of people and I love many of the 
things that I own. Many times I cannot 
imagine getting by without them. So 
it’s a challenge to leave behind every-
thing and follow Jesus. Many have an-
swered the call to leave their lives be-
hind and follow Jesus. Missionaries, 
for instance, uproot their lives and go 
somewhere as a vessel of God’s love 
and grace.

Not everyone’s mission leads to 
becoming a missionary; my point is 

that missionaries are called to give up 
life as they know it to answer Jesus’s 
call. That is what the man in our pas-
sage was faced with, giving it all away 
to follow Jesus.

This is what we believe as mem-
bers of The United Methodist Church. 
Our mission statement encourages us 
to go and make disciples of all nations 
and all people. It challenges us all to 
be missionaries by spreading the love 
of Christ with all whom we encounter.  
Jesus entrusted us with this mis-
sion: to leave everything behind and  
follow him.

So when you pile all of your be-
longings in one room and think about 
the life you have, transform those 
thoughts into how you can answer 
this call. Trust God to show you the 
way and be ready to give it your all to 
follow Jesus.

James (Jay) Knudsen was commissioned 
in 2013 as a Mission Intern assigned to 
work with Initiatives for Peace in Min da-
nao (InPeace) in the Philippines. Specifi-
cally, he works with the Kalinaw Center 
for Interfaith Resources in Mindanao. 
Jay is from Columbia, South Carolina.

GivinGit yoUr ALL
by Jay Knudsen

Jesus answered, “if you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. then come, follow me.” 

Matthew 19:21(New International Version)

Jay Knudsen
GMF Intl.—Class of 2013-2015
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A City Called Guyuan
A

rnold B
row

n, Jr., is a G
lobal M

ission Fellow
 Intl. (2014-2016) w

ith G
lobal 

M
inistries serving as an education specialist w

ith A
m

ity Foundation in N
anjing, 

C
hina. H

e offers this poem
 to N

ew
 W

orld O
utlook about his place of service.

Let m
e tell you about a place that is quite special to m

e.
 

It’s a city called G
uyuan, w

hich is pretty far from
 the great Yellow

 S
ea.

Yea, you probably never heard of it 
because it’s not very w

ell-know
n.

 
 B

ut w
ithin this city there are things that 

w
ill have your m

ind blow
n. 

You see, I w
ork as an E

nglish teacher at 
N

ingxia N
orm

al U
niversity,

 
 w

here C
hinese are dom

inant and there 
isn’t m

uch diversity. 

W
orking as a teacher, I can’t lie; it can be 

quite tough,
 

B
ut as G

od’s w
ord says, G

od’s grace w
ill alw

ays be enough.

B
ut beyond the classroom

, beyond the things that I’ve been assigned,
 

there is so m
uch m

ore that one can find.

That is, the m
any souls w

ho do not know
 

O
f the great truth that happened over 2,000 years ago.

For the harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few
,

 
S

o pray w
ith m

e so that G
od m

ay show
 m

e w
hat to do.

A
nd w

hen the tim
e is right, there w

ill be no doubt.
 

B
ecause this is w

hat the G
reat C

om
m

ission is all about.

This Is Am
azing Grace

M
olly W

illiam
s is a m

issionary through the U
S-2 (2013-2015) young adult program

 
w

ith G
lobal M

inistries. She is serving C
rossroads U

rban C
enter in Salt Lake C

ity, 
U

tah. This article originally posted on her blog, https://inlightness.w
ordpress.com

/. 

D
riving hom

e tonight, I had a lot on m
y m

ind. I w
as thinking and pray-

ing about som
e things and talking w

ith G
od about som

e friends of m
ine 

w
ho are in the m

idst of big life transitions. A
t the end of thinking through  

it all, I kept com
ing back to the concept of grace.

G
race alw

ays m
akes m

e think about second chances. I so often take for 
granted the unthinkably large num

ber of chances G
od gives m

e. C
arrying 

the title “m
issionary” does not autom

atically elevate m
e to som

e higher 
plane of non-sin, and it really does not help m

e to see m
yself in any new

 
light…

.If nothing else, it tends to m
agnify m

y spiritual failures, in m
y m

ind.
B

ut G
od allow

s us to start over, and 
over, and over…

because grace is an incom
-

prehensible, m
iracle of a thing. W

e w
alk in 

light, and the darkness cannot overcom
e 

us, because the light alw
ays w

ins again, 
and again, and again.

It is m
y hope that I w

ill continue to learn 
how

 to extend that grace to others. W
hat 

does that look like for our lives here on 
earth? S

in isn’t going aw
ay, and the dark-

ness of the w
orld is still going to be pres-

ent. Therefore, how
 do w

e bring the sam
e 

light that C
hrist has used to overcom

e the 
darkness in our spiritual relationship w

ith 
him

 into our relationships w
ith others?

I think it’s an interesting balance of ex-
tending grace fully and know

ing w
hen w

e 
are called to speak truth in love. That is a 
huge challenge for m

e in so m
any w

ays. 
A

 friend of m
ine recently put it beautifully. 

H
e spoke of offering peace and grace first before offering truths into a 

situation that m
ay be harsh or hard for a person to hear. I am

 so m
uch 

m
ore w

illing to listen to and trust the w
ords of som

eone w
ho has in-

vested in m
y life.

G
lobal M
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B
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D
uring a rally at the U

tah State 
capitol, M

olly W
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s is am
ong 
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ouse of 
Representatives to let the fl

oor 
vote on the H

ealthy U
tah B

ill.
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K ing David’s story, found in 
1 Samuel (1 Samuel 17:1-
54), is characterized by his 

victory as a youth over the giant war-
rior Goliath. Goliath had created terror 
among the Israelite soldiers of King 
Saul for many years. They struggled 
to defeat him.

Today, Goliath can be seen as a 
giant problem or an impossible sit-
uation that we face, which we, as 
young adults in mission, are called to 
overcome. Many problems come to 
mind: conflicts, discrimination, tribal-
ism, racism, sexism, classism, and 
more. Many of us today may find it 
difficult to stand against these kinds 
of challenges because of fear. We 
fear being outside of our comfort 
zone—yet, in order to strike out what 
might be hindering our lives and the 
lives of others, outside may be where 
we are called to be.

From Samuel, young adults can 
learn many things that can help us 
overcome Goliath problems in this 
world, just as David did.

1. We must clearly understand that 
our fear can be wiped out of our spir-
it and mind only when we view the 
giant problems affecting us and this 
world through God’s perspective. 
David’s faith in God caused him to 
look at Goliath in a different way. 

When we look at our giant prob-
lems from God’s perspective, we 

realize that he will always fight for us 
and with us. David knew that Goliath 
was not as powerful as the God who 
had saved David from lions and bears 
(1Samuel 17:37). 

2. God always prepares his servants 
to act at the right time. Sometimes 
people misunderstand our desire to 
serve the Lord. Some believe that, 
because we are young, we are not 
ready or able to take a stand against 
impossible situations that have af-
fected our communities for years.

We should remember that we 
can’t discern God’s will by follow-
ing the crowd. Once God calls us to 
stand for or against something, we 
should not fear anything, because we 
are more than prepared in the Lord. 
Only through meditation and prayer 
will we know how prepared we are.

3. As young adults we should know 
our gifts and capabilities, which allow 
us to face and fight effectively against 
our giants. God works through us in 
ways that are related to our back-
grounds and gifts. David didn’t 
choose to wear the armor given to 
him by King Saul. He was comfort-
able with his simple sling, and he was 
skilled at using it (1Samuel 17:38-40). 

God will use the unique gifts and 
skills he has placed in us to overcome 
impossible situations. We should 

know ourselves and use what God 
has given us. God will work miracles 
through us in order to face the so-
cial injustices that cause harm in the 
world today.

Implore always God’s name and 
be able to see even giant problems 
from God’s perspective so that 
you can effectively face them and 
save lives in your community and in  
the world.

Glory Ilunga Kapya Mulimba is a Global 
Mission Fellow commissioned in July 2014. 
Originally from Lubumbashi, DR Congo, 
he is currently serving with Initiatives for 
Peace in Mindanao (InPeace), based in 
Davao City, Philippines. InPeace is a grass-
roots, interfaith peace movement that fa-
cilitates justice and seeks a lasting peace  
in Mindanao.

      fAcinGGiAnt 
       ProbLeMs 
 oUtside oUr coMfort Zone
by Glory Mulimba

Glory ilunga Kapya 
Mulimba
GMF Intl.—Class of 2014-2016
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I 
have a chance to meet with most new 
classes of young adult missionaries 
during their training and again after they 
complete missionary service a couple 

of years later. The newcomers are excited, 
enthusiastic—yet a little apprehensive and 
questioning. Two years later, they return with 
a more seasoned enthusiasm, a greater self-
confi dence, and a tempered outlook on life and 
the role of the church in life and culture.

Our young adult missionaries remind me 
of my own experience as a German United 
Methodist youth. After secondary school, 
I declined military service on the basis of 
conscience and instead fulfi lled my civil service 
with the German Methodist Mission in Great 
Britain. My tenure in London involved work 
with Vietnamese immigrants, an inner city 
experience in intentional communal living, and, 
overall, the opportunity to interact with people 
who were very different from those I knew 
in my own rather sheltered life. 

I could hardly have survived my fi rst few 
weeks in London without the help of Ellie Lote, 
the housekeeper of the German Mission Hostel. 
She taught me how to negotiate the language, 
the local mores, and how to fi nd the way back 
to my lodging. I learned to function in a society 
that did not share my language or cultural 
habits. I learned to listen and make an effort 
to understand people whose expectations, 
fears, and joys were beyond my immediate 
comprehension. I learned to form and evaluate 
my own perspectives, modifying them as I 
encountered sound reason through dialogue 
with others. I went to England as a youth; I 
returned home an adult. I did not immediately 
enter missionary service, but I was ready to 
live for the gospel of Jesus Christ in both my 

personal and public life in whatever profession 
I chose.

The church has long known the value of 
sending young people into new cultural and 
social situations. With a general appreciation 
for diversity, they become leaders who 
are able to take broad views of mission 
opportunities and challenges.

In Luke 10, Jesus sends his disciples into 
new places, telling them to be dependent 
for sustenance on their hosts. In 1771, John 
Wesley sent a group of young lay missionary 
preachers to the American colonies. Our historic 
US-2 and Mission Intern programs placed young 
adults in communities or countries other than 
their own. The rationale is quite clear: God’s 
mission, which is the work of the church, is 
universal. You can’t take the Good News of Jesus 
to the ends of the earth, as mandated in Matthew 
28 and Acts 1, if you can’t productively relate to 
the people you encounter along the way.

Young adult mission service prepares 
principled, creative leaders for both church 
and society. The experience serves as a 
laboratory for young adults to hone their 
talents, deepen their understanding of 
community, and learn to become responsible 
and productive. This is notably true when the 
work refl ects God’s mission of love, justice, 
peace, and reconciliation. The church has 
every reason to rejoice in the example of our 
Generation Transformation young adults.

Thomas G. Kemper
General Secretary
The General Board of Global Ministies

From the 
General Secretary

by Thomas Kemper

Refl ections of a Former Young Adult in Mission

Thomas Kemper as a young volunteer in London.
PHOTO: COURTESY THOMAS KEMPER
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Be Hope. Be UMCOR.

AT OUR BEST 
PREPARING  
FOR THE  
WORST
UMCOR’s Disaster  
Risk Reduction Program

Visit the International Disaster  

Response page at www.umcor.org  

to learn more about the vital and  

preemptive measures the  

United Methodist Committee  

on Relief’s (UMCOR’s) Disaster  

Risk Reduction program utilizes  

when preparing communities  

for the worst.

You can also donate to this important work by giving to  
International Disaster Response, Advance #982450.75 Y E A RS

OF BEING WITH THOSE 
IN TIMES OF CRISIS
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