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From the editor
ChurCheS together

This issue of New World Outlook travels off the beaten path of mis-
sion coverage to consider the theology that inspires and sustains the 

church in mission. It is important to do that from time to time, since a 
church that has stalled in its mission outreach is often operating out of a 
mission theology that hasn’t been refi ned or thought about for decades. 
Global Ministries encourages this kind of refl ection, and, as a mission 
agency, refl ects on its theology statement, goals, and assumptions about 
its mission on a regular basis. This practice can sometimes yield new 
directions and pathways to practical mission efforts.

 For this period of refl ection, we have chosen to step outside the de-
nomination to consider the theological refl ections of the wider ecumenical 
movement. Together Towards Life: Mission and Evangelism in Changing 
Landscapes is an affi rmation on mission and evangelism released in 2012 
by the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism (CWME), a working 
group of the World Council of Churches (WCC). Every article in this issue 
refers to various paragraphs of Together Towards Life or “TTL,” its com-
mon shorthand. The passages are quoted directly from the document, 
which is organized as numbered paragraphs. You may notice some differ-
ences in spelling or style, as the document in English uses a global style 
more common in Europe than in the United States. We have not tried to 
“correct” or Americanize the style.

 In several places in the magazine, we have included a website where 
the full text of the mission statement can be downloaded at no cost. The 
TTL document is also available as a book. In the United States it can be 
ordered via Amazon.com from a number of different book distributors for 
about $20.00—but comparison shop, as the prices vary among the differ-
ent distributors. The book includes a study guide.

 For this issue, New World Outlook’s art director, Hal Sadler, has created 
original artwork for use in the magazine and incorporated a broader selec-
tion of his existing paintings—you can fi nd more of his work on his web 
site: halsadler.weebly.com. Our designer, Christopher Coleman, has skill-
fully integrated the artwork and photos into the pages to produce a unique 
background for the authors’ refl ections. The authors come from various 
walks of life—staff members, professors, missionaries, and theologians. 
The editor of TTL, Dr. Jooseop Keum, has also contributed an article. 

The TTL document can be found on the World Council of Churches’ website:
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/commissions/
mission-and-evangelism/together-towards-life-mission-and-evange-
lism-in-changing-landscapes

 
Christie R. House

Dear Supporters:

W arm greetings to you from 
Liberia, where I serve as 

a Global Ministries missionary 
assigned as Medical Director for 
Ganta United Methodist Hospi-
tal. In this hour of great distress 
in Liberia, it is our humble duty 
to acknowledge and appreci-
ate those who responded with 
kindness, favor, sympathy, and 
encouragement. In the name of 
our Lord, from whom all things 
come, we extend profound grati-
tude for your prayers and letters 
of hope. Your emotional and ma-
terial support truly helped to fi ll 
a great void and strengthen our 
resolve. 

The Ebola crisis quickly ex-
posed the weaknesses of Liberia’s 
health-care delivery system. As 
soon as the crisis began, there 
was a virtual collapse of the sys-
tem. Hospitals and clinics closed 

The Ganta eye Clinic was converted to 
serve as an intake area during the ebola 
outbreak in Liberia. PHoTo: J. roLLiNS

dr. Albert Willicor.  PHoTo: J. roLLiNS
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Letters from Missionaries

as soon as health-care workers—
nurses, medical students, and doc-
tors—began to die. Nobody was 
spared. Families and whole commu-
nities were wiped out. Foreign doc-
tors left the country, including doctors 
that worked with us here at Ganta 
Hospital. The situation was bleak.

Ganta Hospital has remained 
open throughout the crisis, provid-
ing general and surgical services. 
Ours is the only hospital in a region 
serving more than 450,000 sub-
sistence farming families that 
remained open to the public through-
out the crisis. Safety measures 
were put in place and religiously fol-
lowed. Suspected cases of Ebola 
were quickly picked up, isolated, 
and referred. Though we encoun-
tered two confi rmed cases, there 
has been no death—as of January 
2015—from Ebola of hospital work-
ers at Ganta Hospital, even while 
we remain open through the crisis! 
Our vigilance and your timely prayer-
ful and ongoing partnership efforts, 
no doubt, helped to shield our work-
ers from the deadly Ebola.

Sporadic cases continue to break 
out in isolated pockets. This is a 
clear sign that the crisis is not yet 
over, even though it is now at its 
lowest ebb.

Dr. Albert Willicor
Global Ministries missionary,

Ganta United Methodist Hospital, 
Liberia

Dear Supporters:

Thank you for your continued support and care for the people of Sierra 
Leone. The current Ebola situation continues to escalate, making the West-

ern part—both urban and rural Freetown—the epidemic area.
Out of 138 health workers infected with Ebola, 107 have died, including 10 

doctors. In the two months after my return to my offi ce in October 2014, the 
health board has had many challenges; three health workers in two of our hos-

pitals—Mercy Hospital 
in Bo and the General 
Hospital, Kissy—suc-
cumbed to Ebola and lost 
their lives, leaving family 
members in desperation 
and unhappiness.

After the quarantine 
period, staff members 
from the two hospitals 
received training from 
the Center for Disease 
Control staff in caring for 
people showing signs of 
Ebola at triage units. They 

are now qualifi ed to provide fi rst-aid care to patients awaiting transfer to treat-
ment centers.

The challenges of discrimination against those who are discharged from treat-
ment centers is now a serious issue in our communities. The UMC conference 
has started training clergy in psycho-social counseling to deal with the discrimi-
nation, sense of loss, and depression that our congregations have to address. 
Educational institutions continue to be closed—keeping children, young adults, 
and college students at home.

Some schools have developed teaching materials for their pupils, which par-
ents need to pay for, to keep the children busy in their homes. There are radio 
lessons, but it is diffi cult for some of the children, as their parents cannot afford 
a radio. I was amazed to see fi ve children sitting around a radio recently, listen-
ing to the lesson for the day! Call it “Radio School!”

Beatrice Gbanga 
Global Ministries Missionary,

Sierra Leone

Beatrice Gbanga.  PHoTo: MiKe duBoSe/uMNS

Nurses from Mercy Hospital, Bo, Sierra Leone, gathered for an 
ebola briefi ng in June 2014.  PHoTo: MiKe duBoSe/uMNS



Mission has been understood as a movement taking place from Mission has been understood as a movement taking place from 
the centre to the periphery� and from the privileged to the the centre to the periphery� and from the privileged to the 
marginalized of societymarginalized of society. Now people at the margins are  Now people at the margins are 
claiming their key role as agents of mission and affirming claiming their key role as agents of mission and affirming 
mission as transformation.

6 	 newworldoutlook.org

 
 TheMissio Dei 
            in Contemporary  
       Context
by Thomas Kemper

t
ogether Towards Life: Mission 
and Evangelism in Changing 
Landscapes (TTL) is a nota-
ble contribution by the World 

Council of Churches (WCC) to the 
ecumenical theology of missio Dei 
(God’s mission). This new work 
sharpens the theological vision and 
enlarges the ecclesiological frame-
work of the WCC’s earlier “Mission 
and Evangelism: An Ecumenical Af-
fi rmation,” which was issued in 1982.

Presentation of the new, longer 
affi rmation was a highlight, if not 
the main event, at the WCC’s 10th 
General Assembly, held in Busan, 
South Korea, in 2013. But the doc-
ument—whose drafters included 
Roman Catholic and Pentecostal 
missiologists from outside the 
council’s Protestant and Orthodox 
member communions—has im-
portance beyond the WCC. Its 
broad theological outlook is 

wisely contained within a clearly 
delineated Triune formula. It be-
gins and concludes with creation, 
giving the document a more circu-
lar momentum than the typical lin-
ear thinking of Western theology.

The phrase “changing land-
scapes” illustrates a historical and 
sociological framework and the pres-
ent reality of the universal church in 
the fi rst quarter of the 21st century. 
This context is nowhere clearer than



Mission has been understood as a movement taking place from 
the centre to the periphery� and from the privileged to the 

 Now people at the margins are 
claiming their key role as agents of mission and affirming 
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in sections dealing with the growing 
missional involvement of the mis-
sion-founded churches of the Global 
South and East. The Christian center 
of gravity has shifted in geographic 
and missiological terms. The mis-
sion activism of churches in Africa 
and Asia, so powerful today, was 
less evident 30 years ago. Much of 
the most provocative formal and in-
formal mission discourse in Busan 
came from representatives from the 
Global South and East. In my own 
conversations there, I found an ex-
citement about mission among 
Southern and Eastern students 
that is rarely present among young 
Westerners.

Four themes, or aspects, of TTL 
speak with special force to my ex-
perience of mission, which includes 
eight years of missionary service in 
Brazil (1986–94), local and region-
al professional ecumenical deploy-
ment in Germany, and, since 2010, 
service as chief executive of the 
United Methodist General Board of 
Global Ministries. My agency—and 
I say this with thanksgiving rather 
than pride—is one of the largest of 
the remaining mainline Protestant 
organizations rooted in the 19th 
century US missionary fervor. My 
four themes—the concept of mis-
sio Dei; mission theology grounded 
in the Holy Spirit; mission from the 

margins; and the inclusion of health, healing, and wholeness in an affi rma-
tion of mission and evangelism—also speak to my hope for mission in the 
years ahead.

Missio Dei
Augustine of Hippo is credited with early use of the term missio Dei—for him, 
an aspect of God’s work in which both the church and the faithful participate. 
Contemporary use of the concept in a more comprehensive way is closely 
associated with a conference of the International Missionary Council held in 
1952 in Willingen, West Germany. The Willingen conference and a similar one 
held in 1947 in Whitby, Ontario, took into account the changing landscape of 
the church and society in the wake of World War II. They also anticipated the 
anticolonial movements of Africa and Asia that would eventually redraw both 
political and religious maps.

Missio Dei at Willingen had a strong Barthian implication of mission as 
the work of the Triune God—indeed, a veritable missionary God. The mis-
sion of God is the foundation for the church’s mission, and “the mission of 
the church ensues from the nature of the church as the Body of Christ,” as 
affi rmed in the 1982 WCC statement on mission and evangelism, refl ecting 
the spirit of Willingen.

However, in relation to the 1982 statement, “Mission and Evangelism: 
An Ecumenical Affi rmation,” Jacques Matthey, former secretary of the 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism, has rightly observed that 
there are multiple ways of understanding missio Dei (International Review of 
Mission 90, no. 359 [2001]: 429–430). While one group sees the work of God 
carried out through the church, another sees God as active in the political and 
social affairs of the secular world, giving the church its mandate to discern and 
join the mission.

The latter perspective is sometimes identifi ed with the contemporary 
WCC and is certainly evident in TTL, but the church as the means of mis-
sion is also strongly represented in the statement: The church is a gift of 
God to the world for its transformation. . . . Its mission is to bring new life . . 
. . (TTL ¶10). This paragraph concludes with a question: How can the church 
renew herself to be missional and move forward together towards life in its 
fullness? This question refl ects an opening affi rmation of God as the source 
of abundant life.

A scene from the Korean presentation at 
the opening plenary of the World Council 

of Churches’ 10th Assembly in Busan, 
republic of Korea, october 30, 2013.

PHoTo: PeTer WiLLiAMS/WCC
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Grounded in the Spirit
The question of renewal points toward the Holy Spirit as the initiating, sus-
taining, and re-creating presence in missio Dei. This focus provides a sense 
of grounding and a source of momentum quite different from the strong 
sense of human sinfulness that introduced the 1982 statement on mission 
and evangelism. It is more God-centered, more biblical, and more theologi-
cally hopeful. According to TTL, By the Spirit we participate in the mission 
of love that is at the heart of the life of the Trinity. . . . All who respond to 
the outpouring of the love of God are invited to join in with the Spirit in the 
mission of God. (¶18)

This strong emphasis on the Spirit as the source and energizer of mission 
resonates with the creativity Global Ministries experienced in 2011 in shap-
ing a relatively brief statement called “Theology of Mission.” Our agency’s 
directors contributed from multiple perspectives and reached consensus on 
an 850-word document that begins with creation. This document invokes the 
Holy Spirit as the moving force in the divine mission in which we share in all 
its steps and stages. In our conversations, and in the short document itself, 
we found assurance and hope through keeping the focus on ru’ach—God’s 
Spirit. We concluded with a confession of renewal and continuity: “The Spirit 
is always moving to sweep the Church into a new mission age. With open-
ness and gratitude we await the leading of the Spirit in ways not yet seen as 
God continues to work God’s purposes out in our own day in a new way.” 

I was delighted to discover that our Wesleyan thinking about mission 
was in harmony with that of the larger ecumenical community. This congru-
ity has paved the way for extensive use of TTL in our mission education ef-
forts—especially with young people, who look for an affirmation of life and 
a grounding for hope and ecumenicity in their faith journeys.

Mission From the Margins
When viewed from the perspectives of practical theology, church history, and 
the cultural implications of mission, the concept of mission from the mar-
gins is, for me, the most significant part of the WCC’s new statement. The 
“Ecumenical Affirmation” of 1982 contained small hints of awareness that 
Christianity’s center of gravity was shifting to the Global South and East. In 
the new statement, that shift has happened. TTL turns on its head the inher-
ited assumption that mission comes from well-established, well-funded, aca-
demic centers and flows toward the margins located in the poorer parts of the 
world. Here is a central observation:

Mission has been understood as a movement taking place from the centre 
to the periphery, and from the privileged to the marginalized of society. Now 
people at the margins are claiming their key role as agents of mission and af-
firming mission as transformation. (¶6)

The process through which mission-founded churches of the Global South 
take their places as full partners and participants in mission has developed 
over many decades. The younger churches let it be known at Whitby that 
they intended to play a role in determining how mission would take place 
not only in their own locales but also in world mission and evangelism. The 
papers from Whitby speak of partners in “obedience to God” in the work 
of God’s mission. (Charles W. Ranson, ed., Renewal and Advance: Christian 
Witness in a Revolutionary World (London: Edinburgh House, 1948).

A rehearsal for the mission plenary, 
WCC 10th Assembly, republic of Korea, 
Busan, November 4, 2013.
PHoTo: JoANNA LiNdéN-MoNTeS/WCC

A longer version of “the Missio Dei in 
Contemporary Context” by thomas 
kemper was originally published 
in the International Bulletin of 
Missionary Research, october 2014, 
Vol. 38, no. 4. this edited version 
for New World Outlook is used by 
permission of the overseas Ministries 
Study Center.
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Today, we are seeing a full actu-
alization of what was only an outline 
of hope in Whitby in 1947. I see this 
blossoming every day in my work at 
Global Ministries. More than half of 
our missionaries in international ser-
vice today have origins outside the 
United States. Our growing class-
es of young adult Global Mission 
Fellows are increasingly internation-
al. We can truly speak of more than 
300 missionaries “coming from ev-
erywhere and going to everywhere.”

I was also pleased to read in TTL 
that mission from the margins is 
an alternative missional movement 
against the perception that mission 
can only be done by the powerful to 
the powerless, by the rich to the poor, 
or by the privileged to the marginal-
ized. . . . People on the margins have 
agency, and can often see what, from 
the centre, is out of view. (¶38)

Refugees and migrants on the 
margins form another concern in the 
changing landscape of mission. While 
Western Christians assume a tradi-
tional role in caring for persons on 
the move, there is also a new vigor of 
faith being brought to the old US and 
European centers by Christians from 
places like Africa and Latin America. 
People coming from the former mar-
gins bring a contagious renewal of 
faith—a reality that invites ongoing re-
search and application.

Yet it is important not to roman-
ticize those who witness from the 
margins. Many of them remain 

unacceptably poor and oppressed 
even while participating in the mis-
sio Dei. This fact was strongly illus-
trated in a brief address in Busan by 
Bishop Duleep de Chickera of the 
Anglican Church of Sri Lanka. He of-
fered a “victim theology” that un-
derstands Jesus as ministering es-
pecially to “victims,” described both 
in biblical and modern times as “per-
sons expected to stay alive without 
security, be human without digni-
ty, harvest a land no longer theirs, 
and feed their children from empty 
plates. They are the unseen real who 
fill the earth: the ‘no people’ with a 
‘no tomorrow’ to whom Jesus an-
nounced an emphatic ‘yes.’”

Jesus, Bishop De Chickera pointed 
out, brought victims into the center 
of the discourse and for that act was 
himself victimized by being crucified. 
Yet once the good news for the victim 
is articulated, it cannot be quashed, 
and the church has the mission of 
bringing victims back into the dis-
course. In this process, the marginal-
ized are not passive; they are called to 
serve Jesus with dignity and to equip 
themselves for active mission.

Health, Healing, Wholeness
TTL is the first ecumenical statement 
on mission and evangelism to give a 
prominent place to health, healing, 
and wholeness as expressions of 
mission. The context is broad and 
clearly stated: Health is more than 
physical and/or mental well-being 

and healing is not primarily medical. 
This understanding of health coheres 
with the biblical-theological tradition 
of the church, which sees a human 
being as a multidimensional unity 
and the body, soul, and mind as inter-
related and interdependent. It thus 
affirms the social, political, and eco-
logical dimensions of personhood 
and wholeness. (¶51)

Mission responsibility in health 
and healing is seen as more than 
humanitarian service, although it is 
that too. The links established by the 
body-soul-mind definition of health 
and mission are found in the ministry 
of Jesus, passed down to the church, 
and actualized through the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit. This is refreshing the-
ology, applied in TTL with particular 
relevance to the call of all disciples 
to live and share in community. Signs 
of God’s reign can be discerned, says 
the statement, when all the parts of 
our individual and corporate lives, in-
cluding those of the marginalized, are 
brought together in love.

I am deeply appreciative of the 
men and women of many commu-
nions and cultures who worked to-
gether for years in producing TTL. I 
pray that the churches will heed its 
wisdom and join together in its vision 
of common mission and evangelism.

Thomas Kemper serves as general sec-
retary of the General Board of Global 
Ministries of The United Methodist 
Church.

Bishop (dr.) Geevarghese Mor Coorilos, from the 
Syrian orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and All  
the east, Metropolitan of Niranam in india, serves as 
the moderator of the Commission on World Mission 
and evangelism (CWMe). He presented the TTL at  
the WCC 10th Assembly in Busan, Korea.
PHoTo: JoANNA LiNdéN-MoNTeS/WCC
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sion has at times been understood and practiced 
in ways which failed to recognize God’s alignment 
with those consistently pushed to the margins

mission from the margins invites the 
church to re-imagine mission as a vocation from 

s Spirit who works for a world where the 

      Ministry 
 from 
    the Margins

are most marginalized in society....Christian mis�
sion has at times been understood and practiced 

M i n i s t R Y  W i t h  t h e  P o o R  A t  i t s  B e s t

by Mary Ellen Kris

Jesus Christ relates to and embraces those who are most marginalized in society....
Christian mission has at times been understood and practiced in ways which failed to 
recognize God’s alignment with those consistently pushed to the margins....
Therefore, mission from the margins invites the church to re-imagine mission as a 
vocation from God’s Spirit who works for a world where the fullness of life 
is available for all.

Together Towards Life, excerpts from ¶ 37
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t
he quote at left is excerpted 
from a recent mission affi r-
mation document from the 
World Council of Churches 

(WCC) entitled Together Towards 
Life (TTL). For almost a decade, 
the WCC has been working on this 
“new ecumenical discernment to 
seek vision, concepts, and direc-
tions for a renewed understanding 
and practice of mission and evange-
lism in changing landscapes.” This 
is interesting to me and relevant to 
The United Methodist Church for a 
number of reasons.

First, it is interesting to note how 
the WCC’s ecumenical discern-
ment parallels the discernment pro-
cess that has been taking place in 
The United Methodist Church for 
decades. The UMC has explored 
these themes under various ru-
brics, including the UMC Episcopal 
Initiative on Children and Poverty, 
the UMC’s Four Areas of Focus (in-
cluding Ministry with the Poor), and 
the church’s current emphasis on in-
creased missional engagement as a 
means to increase church vitality and 
make new disciples for Jesus Christ. 

Second, the concept of mission 
led from the margins to the center, 
instead of our traditional approach of 
leading from the center to the mar-
gins, is directly relevant to my work. 
For the past 4½ years, funded by the 
General Board of Global Ministries, 
I have been a full-time consultant 
on Ministry with the Poor. My work 
involves collaborating with others 
throughout the denomination in an 
effort to transform the ways in which 
the church and its members under-
stand poverty and relate to people 
and communities living in poverty. 
Much of our work involves identify-
ing and lifting up local ministries that 
illustrate the way that ministry with 
those on the margins differs from 
ministry to or for the marginalized 

poor. Go to www.ministrywith.org to fi nd the Guiding Principles and 
Foundations of Ministry with the Poor.

Transforming Perceptions
The phrase “Ministry WITH, not to or for, the poor” has become the mantra 
of the “Ministry with the Poor” area of focus. Starting with the premise that 
all God’s children have gifts, graces, and needs, Ministry WITH—in contrast 
to typical donor/recipient transactions—requires the building of caring and 
respectful relationships among those who experience poverty and those 
who enjoy more privilege so that together they can understand and develop 
sustainable responses to the causes and conditions of poverty. It is encour-
aging to see how “Ministry WITH, not to or for, the poor” has caught on in 
some circles in the church. However, the truth is that actually discerning and 
living out the difference—engaging in authentic, relationship-based, trans-
formational ministries of love and justice—is more complicated and much 
harder to practice. 

Those who engage in mission or ministry have 
been acculturated to lead—to take charge, to fi x, to 
get things done. To the extent that there is any re-
lationship between the mission volunteer—or a not-
for-profi t service provider—and people living on the 
margins, the power and leadership typically lies with 
the donor or service provider, not the recipient. This 
reality perpetuates an “us/them” dynamic that is counterproductive and po-
tentially harmful. It tends to create dependency rather than self-reliance.

By contrast, the concept of ministry from the margins turns this traditional 
paradigm on its head. By doing so, it cuts through layers of attitudes and be-
haviors that usually govern the way that the dominant relate to the marginal-
ized—not only in mission but in general. The concept of ministry from the mar-
gins also takes us directly to the bottom line of what it means to embody the 
radical, countercultural message of Jesus.

Clearly, I believe in ministry from the margins. But I must confess that, by 
temperament and training, relinquishing leadership to the margins does not 
come naturally to me. I am a doer, a critic, an advocate, a change agent, a jus-
tice seeker. I tend to enjoy speaking more than listening. Waiting is an anath-
ema to me. Patience is not one of my virtues. But I thank God for opening 
my eyes to these predispositions through my current involvement in Ministry 
with the Poor on behalf of the UMC and through my previous work with the 
Poverty Initiative at Union Theological Seminary. (The Poverty Initiative is now 
an integral part of the newly created Institute at Union—KAIROS*: The Center 
for Religions, Rights, and Social Justice. See http://www.utsnyc.edu/
institues-initiatives/poverty-initiative).

Leading From the Margins
The Poverty Initiative is dedicated to “raising up generations of religious and 
community leaders committed to building a movement to end poverty, led by 
the poor.” Its focus is on laying a sustainable foundation for an antipoverty 
movement by training, nurturing, and connecting both religious and commu-
nity leaders who are committed to building such a movement. The Poverty 
Initiative convenes and networks grassroots activists (known as “Poverty 
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Scholars”), seminarians, and other religious and community leaders to partici-
pate in interdisciplinary, experiential trainings and strategic dialogues. These 
gatherings include Bible studies and theology, history, sociopolitical and eco-
nomic information, and training in media and technology, along with hands-on 
engagement with those living in poverty and working to address it.

More than by anything else, all of this work is shaped and motivated by 
the Poverty Initiative’s overarching commitment to grassroots leadership. The 
founders of the initiative have decades of first-hand experience with living in 
poverty as well as engaging in antipoverty campaigns and activism that ulti-
mately have not led to lasting, systemic change. They are acutely aware that 
those most familiar with and most affected by poverty have unique knowl-
edge, experience, and insights about its conditions and causes and need for 
systemic solutions. The poor also have the greatest stake in eradicating pov-
erty. So the Poverty Initiative recognizes that building a successful movement 
to end poverty requires the leadership, know-how, and effort of those living 
in poverty.

As you probably can imagine, encouraging and nurturing “leadership from 
the margins” was a totally foreign concept to a take-charge do-gooder like 
me. Being accustomed to top-down work and governance, I was challenged 
to adjust to a bottom-up paradigm. I had to curb my impulse to take charge 
and dominate the conversation. It required learning humility and practicing 
how to be a follower. Besides that, learning to share or cede control takes 
time and patience. It requires a lot of listening, dialogue, relationship-building, 
trust-building, and collaboration. 

But, the truth is, it wasn’t until after I became immersed in the UMC’s em-
phasis on Ministry with the Poor that I came to appreciate how the Poverty 
Initiative had opened my eyes to the critical importance of encouraging and 
nurturing leadership from the margins to the center instead of from the cen-
ter to the margins. 

I wouldn’t want to leave you with the impression that leadership from 
the margins is just a smart community organizing technique. Leading from 
the margins, like Ministry with the Poor, is first and foremost grounded 
in Scripture. 

The Spirit of the Lord is on me because he has anointed me to preach good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners, and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s favor. (Luke 4:18-19, NIV; Isaiah 61:1-2)

When Jesus read aloud those prophetic words from Isaiah in his home-
town synagogue in Nazareth, he signaled that his was a ministry with the 
poor. The Spirit of God had sent him to be with the poor, the oppressed, the 
imprisoned, and the outcasts—all of them being people living on the mar-
gins of society and all of them being, literally and figuratively—“the least of 
these.” Responding to God’s call, Jesus left his home and relinquished the 
income from his secular carpentry job to become an itinerant preacher and 
healer with those living on the margins. His ministry wasn’t about fixing the 
poor. It was about compassionately identifying with, serving with, and being 
engaged in ministries of love and justice with the poor and marginalized. 
Indeed, in Matthew 25:40, Jesus actually equated himself with the poor, 
warning us that whatever we do or don’t do for “the least of these” we also 
do or don’t do for him.

The Spirit of the Lord 

is on me because he 

has anointed me to 

preach good news to the 

poor. He has sent me 

to proclaim freedom 

for the prisoners, and 

recovery of sight for 

the blind, to release the 

oppressed, to proclaim 

the year of the Lord’s 

favor. 

(Luke 4:18-19, NIV; Isaiah 61:1-2)
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That the Spirit of God anointed 
and sent Jesus to be in ministry with 
“the least of these” and that Jesus 
also identified himself as one of “the 
least of these” tells us that God is 
aligned with those on the margins. 
(TTL ¶ 37) Jesus came “that they 
may have life, and have it to the 
full.” (John 10:10, NIV) To have life 
abundant and to enjoy life to its full-
est, people need to have self-worth, 
need to be treated with dignity and 
respect, and need to feel empow-
ered to lead. Therefore, mission from 
the margins invites the church to re-
imagine mission as a vocation from 
God’s Spirit who works for a world 
where the fullness of life is available 
for all. (TTL ¶ 37) 

People and communities living on 
the margins have unique gifts, graces, 
and assets to share with the world. 
They are leaders of change in their 
own lives and communities and trans-
form those who serve in ministry with 
them, alongside them, in partnership 
with them. Isn’t that the very reason 
that Volunteers in Mission almost al-
ways return from mission trips “on 
fire”—stunned to realize that they 
came away from this experience with 
far more than they gave? 

In relational encounters with those 
who are in poverty or marginalized, 
we experience God, we see the 
face of Jesus, and we encounter the 
power of the Spirit at work in the spiri-
tual, moral, and creative gifts of the 

poor. For that reason, authentic, rela-
tional ministry with those on the mar-
gins is mutually transformational—en-
riching both sides of the relationship 
and transforming both to the church 
and to the world. 

Ministry from the margins pushes 
the envelope of what it means to en-
gage in Ministry WITH those living in 
poverty or otherwise existing on the 
margins. My aspiration is for United 
Methodists to see, accept, and em-
brace the fact that the highest and 
best form of Ministry WITH is minis-
try led from the margins. 

Mary Ellen Kris serves as a consultant for 
the Ministry with the Poor Focus Area at 
the General Board of Global Ministries.

A Pre-assembly meeting of the Commission on World Mission and evangelism in Manila, Philippines, presented a workshop on ministry with the 
poor, March 2012.  PHoTo: CourTeSy eLizABeTH TAPiA
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b y our very creation, according to the Garden of Eden creation ac-
count in Genesis chapters 2 and 3, we have a spiritual connec-
tion with creation. We were created out of the dust of the earth 

and formed by God, who then blew breath into our nostrils, giving us life. It 
seems to me, by virtue of the fact that we exist as living, breathing human 
beings, we have a relationship with the earth because we were created out 
of it. We also have a relationship with God because we breathe the very 
breath of the one who created not only us but the entirety of the universe. 
Yes, I would say we have a spiritual connection with all creation! And the 
reality of pollution, exploitation, consumerism, and greed are actually symp-
toms of a spiritual problem.

The scriptures are full of examples in which the land itself suffers as a result 
of problems in our relationships with God and one another. Adam’s and Eve’s 
disobedience led to a much more diffi cult relationship with the land. “Cursed is 
the fertile land because of you; in pain you will eat from it every day of your life. 
Weeds and thistles will grow for you, even as you eat the fi eld’s plants; by the 
sweat of your face you will eat bread.” (Genesis 3: 17b-19a, Common English 
Bible [CEB]) Cain’s punishment for the murder of his brother Abel was to be 
“cursed from the ground that opened its mouth to take your brother’s blood from 
your hand. When you farm the fertile land, it will no longer grow anything for 
you.” (Genesis 4:11-12a, CEB) For Cain to lose his relationship with the land was 
to be hidden from the face of God. What a powerful example of the connection 
between relationship with the land and relationship with God! If we understand 
spirituality to be chiefl y concerned with our relationship with God, then given the 
scriptural evidence of the dependent connection between relationship with God 
and relationship with the land, the land is and has to be part and parcel of our 
spirituality in a biblical sense.

As a symptom of problems in our relationships with one another and with 
God, human greed has obvious consequences for the land. Greed is at the 
heart of eco-injustice, so it is good that we are talking about some of the un-
derlying causes of climate change and other environmental problems. Science 
has its place and is making wonderful contributions to the conversation, but 
we (as the church) know about negative characteristics such as greed and 

We want to affi rm our spiritual connection with creation, yet the reality is that the earth is being polluted and exploited. 
Consumerism triggers not limitless growth but rather endless exploitation of the earth’s resources. Human greed is 
contributing to global warming and other forms of climate change. If this trend continues and earth is fatally damaged, 
what can we imagine salvation to be? Humanity cannot be saved alone while the rest of the created world perishes. 
Eco-justice cannot be separated from salvation, and salvation cannot come without a new humility that respects the 
needs of all life on earth.

We affi rm that the mission of God’s Spirit is to renew the whole creation. 
“The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it” (Ps. 24:1, NIV). The God of life protects, loves, and cares for nature. 

Humanity is not the master of the earth but is responsible to care for the integrity of creation. Excessive greed and un-
limited consumption which lead to continuous destruction of nature must end. God’s love does not proclaim a human 
salvation separate from the renewal of the whole creation. We are called to participate in God’s mission beyond our 
human-centred goals. God’s mission is to all life and we have to both acknowledge it and serve it in new ways of mis-
sion. We pray for repentance and forgiveness, but we also call for action now. Mission has creation at its heart.

Together Towards Life, ¶¶ 23, 105

The rev. Pat Watkins, united Methodist 
Missionary for the Care of God’s Creation.
PHoTo: CourTeSy PAT WATKiNS
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selfi shness. If permanent ecological 
solutions are to be found and imple-
mented, they will have to include 
these underlying issues; those val-
ues, too, are part of our spirituality.

Greed has Consequences
According to the Garden of Eden 
story, God not only created human-
ity out the dust of the earth but the 
animals were created from the earth 
as well. We—both humans and ani-
mals—are made of the same stuff by 
the same creator. We are intimately 
related because of our creation. But 
one part of the story applies unique-
ly to humanity. God gave Adam the 
vocation of tilling the soil and keep-
ing the garden—a vocation that God 
did not give to the animals. So the 
uniqueness of humanity is found in 
our vocation. That’s what sets us 
apart. It is not knowledge or ability 
or superiority. It is vocation, a voca-
tion of tilling and keeping. But just as 
Adam and Eve chose a vocation other 
than the one God had planned for 
them when they ate of the fruit of the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil, 
we do the same when we consume 
earth’s treasures as if there were no 
tomorrow. Our greed for larger and 
larger bank accounts blinds us to 
the consequences that the earth is 
forced to endure as a result. Greed 
and consumerism are not God-given 
vocations. Since we have ignored our 
true God-given vocation, we stand in 
need of reconciliation.

In his letters to the Romans and the 
Colossians, the Apostle Paul made it 
clear that Christ was the redeemer—
not only of humanity but of the whole 
creation. Thus the Christ event encom-
passes far more than only human sal-
vation. It involves a reconciliation of 
the entirety of all God made. If, in fact, 
God’s mission is the reconciliation of 
all that is, then how can we, as pro-
fessing Christians, do anything other 

than participate with God in this mis-
sion of reconciliation? And that will call 
for signifi cant changes in our individual 
lives and in the life of the institutional 
church. It will involve lamentation, re-
pentance, and forgiveness. 

It will mean a new, more inclu-
sive understanding of mission. We 
can no longer care for the needs of 
God’s people without also caring for 
our suffering planet, especially in plac-
es where God’s people are suffering 
because the planet is being exploited 
in unhealthy ways. Floods, droughts, 
stronger storms, and unpredictable 
agricultural cycles are causing havoc 
and chaos for so many people in 
many parts of the world. Our day-to-
day existence and ultimate survival 
depend on a healthy human relation-
ship with the land. One great injus-
tice is that so many of the vulnerable 
people who will encounter the harsh-
est consequences of climate change 
are the ones who are least respon-
sible for causing the problems. And 
it is those who are most responsi-
ble for the problems who have the 
means to isolate themselves from the 
consequences.

Positioned for Action
The church has a number of motiva-
tions prompting us, its members, to 
take action. We are motivated by bib-
lical theology, which makes it clear 
that creation belongs to God, not to 
us; therefore, we don’t have the free-
dom to do with creation as we please. 
We are motivated by our concern for 
one another, by love of neighbor, 
and by the realization that we can-
not love our neighbor without loving 
the earth. We are motivated by our 
zeal for justice, which calls into ques-
tion economic systems that depend 
on greed and consumerism for eco-
nomic growth without regard to the 
consequences for the poor and for 
the earth itself. Mission in “changing 

landscapes” must be informed by all 
these motivations.

It seems to me that we, the 
church, have an extensive under-
standing of the root causes of climate 
change. We know how complicated 
and complex the issues are. And I 
truly believe that the church may be 
the best organization to transform the 
way we think about our relationship 
with the earth. We embrace an in-
credible diversity within our churches. 
This diversity includes “tree hugging” 
at one extreme and climate-change 
denial at the other. It includes leaders 
whose businesses are making great 
contributions to the healing of the 
planet and leaders whose businesses 
are incredibly harmful. It includes  po-
litical leaders who range from very lib-
eral Democrats to very conservative 
Republicans. Members of the church 
are also highly diverse in their levels of 
education, expertise, experience, and 
skill. I believe that we need to engage 
our diverse membership in hard con-
versations about our stewardship of 
the planet. That, in my opinion will be 
absolutely necessary for real transfor-
mation to happen. The church has the 
potential to be the greatest gift God’s 
earth has ever known. My prayer is 
that it will fulfi ll that potential.

The Rev. Pat Watkins serves with the 
General Board of Global Ministries as the 
United Methodist Missionary for the Care 
of God’s Creation. Visit www.umccre-
ationcare.org for more information about 
the mission of creation care. Pat Watkins’ 
work as a missionary can be supported 
through Advance, #3020927. Caretak-
ers of God’s Creation can also be support-
ed by Advance giving, #3021583.

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Caretakers-of -gods-Creat ion-
united-Methodists-Caring-for-gods-
Creation/102387056491079
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To experience life in the Spirit is to 
taste life in its fullness. We are called 
to witness to a movement toward 
life, celebrating all that the Spirit 
continues to call into being, walking 
in solidarity in order to cross the riv-
ers of despair and anxiety (Ps. 23, Is. 
43:1-5). Mission provokes in us a re-
newed awareness that the Holy Spirit 
meets us and challenges us at all lev-
els of life and brings newness and 
change to the places and times of our 
personal and collective journeys.

The Holy Spirit is present with 
us as companion, yet is never do-
mesticated or “tame.” Among the 
surprises of the Spirit are the ways 
in which God works from locations 
which appear to be on the margins 
and through people who appear to be 
excluded.

Together Towards Life, ¶¶ 34, 35

when it comes to reli-
gion, I consider myself 
an ecumenical mutt. 

I spent the majority of my child-
hood and teenage years as an ac-
tive member of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church of America (ELCA). 
As a student at Nebraska Wesleyan 
University, I was exposed to Meth-
odist theology and traditions and 
began working at a local Presbyte-
rian church. Yet some of my best 
friends were staunch Catholics and 
conservative “non-denominational-
ists.” This exposure to various tra-
ditions and the conversations that 
followed ultimately led me to study 
world religions in India, to accept a 
call as a young adult Global Mission 
Fellow in China, and to see the Holy 
Spirit at work in incredible ways. 

Celebrating Hindu festivals, hear-
ing the Muslim call to prayer every 
morning, and practicing yoga were 
just a few ways in which I engaged 
with the diverse cultures in India. 

Holy Spirit meets us and 
challenges us at all levels of 
life and brings newness and 
change to the places and times 
of our personal and collective 
journeys.
 The Holy Spirit is present 

Surprises 
           of the 

  Holy 
     Spirit

by Maria Niechwiadowicz

A view of Guyuan, China.
PHoTo: MAriA NieCHWiAdoWiCz



18 	 newworldoutlook.org

These experiences led to many conversations about values, beliefs, and pur-
pose. But of all my experiences in India, the one I will never forget was meet-
ing Murari in Bodh Gaya. Amid the poverty and generally poor educational op-
portunities available in this area, Murari built a tiny nonprofit elementary school 
called Bowl of Compassion. This local school seeks to provide a quality educa-
tion and daily meals for the community’s children. 

Murari is a devout Buddhist, yet I have never met anyone who embodies 
the Holy Spirit more than he does. Murari makes sacrifices for mission and 

justice in his community on a daily basis, seeking to improve the quality of life 
in Bodh Gaya through educational opportunity and empowerment. He lives 
a simple life because every cent he earns and every donation received goes 
straight to the children. Murari embodies the positive energy stemming from 
compassion for others.

Though I was in Bodh Gaya for only two days, Murari tapped into the God-
given gifts within me. I found myself cooking for the school, playing with the chil-
dren, teaching songs to the teenagers, and engaging in Spirit-led conversations 

Maria Niechwiadowicz with her students in Guyuan, China. 
PHoTo: GeorGe SuNdiN

with Murari. God was at work with-
in this Buddhist man, and the school 
has continued to grow through finan-
cial donations, additional building proj-
ects, and increased attendance rates. 
I left Bodh Gaya with newfound com-
passion in my heart and an ongoing 
hope for this city. Is it possible that 

a man so devoted 
to his Buddhist be-
liefs can truly em-
body the light of 
the Holy Spirit? 
Though Murari be-
lieves steadfastly 
in Buddha, I saw 
the image of Christ 
clearly within him. 
And if his devotion, 
like mine, is unwav-
ering and reaping re-
ward, how can one’s 
religion be supreme 
over the other’s? 

My time in India 
was filled with con-
versations, ques-
tions, and stories 
like this that both 
challenged and 
strengthened my 
faith. It was a spiri-
tually transforming 
experience, lead-
ing me to answer 
my call to mission. 
India had broken a 
barrier in me, after 
which no part of 
the world seemed 
untouchable.

My China Assignment
So, as a 22-year old graduating from 
college and embarking on a new jour-
ney as a Global Mission Fellow of 
The United Methodist Church, I was 
fearless. “Send me anywhere,” my 
heart yearned. I was eager to engage 
with local communities, connect 
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with the church in mission, and grow 
in personal and social holiness. Yet I 
was shocked when I was assigned 
to serve as an English teacher with 
the Amity Foundation in China. If the 
world seemed so limitless, why had 
I never considered China as a po-
tential placement site? I did not feel 
called to China, but knowing that oth-
ers had discerned this to be the right 
place for me, I needed to trust and 
accept this call. 

The small city of Guyuan is lo-
cated in China’s Ningxia Hui 
Autonomous Region. While com-
ing to China as a proselytizing “mis-
sionary” is illegal, simply being a 
Christian in China is not. While I un-
derstood this distinction, I did not 
expect to be overwhelmed by fear 
of religious censorship.

In my first few weeks, my fellow 
teachers told me what I could and 
couldn’t say in public. I learned that, 
while there are active Christians in 
the city, there are no churches offi-
cially registered through the govern-
ment and therefore no church that 
I could legally attend as a foreigner. 
Consequently, I felt limited by these 
conditions. Though I was ready to en-
gage with the local community, how 
could I do so when I couldn’t speak 
Mandarin, much less understand the 
Hui dialect? How could I connect the 
church in mission when there was 
no government-registered church to 
attend? And how could I grow in per-
sonal and social holiness when I felt 
like I had to hide my faith? 

Studying abroad in India had 
eased my transition to daily life in 
China, but my time in India made 
my spiritual transition to China more 
difficult. Indian culture is rich in reli-
gious traditions and rituals, whether 
or not a person is a believer. Each day 
in India I engaged in open religious 
dialogue and explored religious prac-
tices. But in Guyuan, China, religious 

practices are not seen in public and 
are certainly not discussed on a reg-
ular basis. So coming to China from 
India made the city of Guyuan, in 
contrast, initially seem quite secular. 
How was I supposed to follow my 
call to work for mission and justice 
in a place that seemed devoid of any 
religious sentiment?

I now realize that I was blinded by 
the challenges facing me—the ex-
pectations formed through past ex-
periences and the ever-present fear 
of doing something wrong. In finally 
surrendering all expectations, relin-
quishing the fear of religious censor-
ship, and recognizing the Holy Spirit 
within me, I was able to renew my 
sense of mission in the secular con-
text of China. It is amazing how, once 
you remove the plank from your eye, 
the Holy Spirit can be clearly seen! 

Being a teacher in China is a great 
honor. It demands respect from both 
one’s students and the community. 
As a recent graduate myself, being 
only two or three years older than 
the college freshmen I teach, I have 
been able to achieve a heightened 
level of friendship and connection 
with some of my students. I have 
worked hard to deepen our conver-
sations in order to better understand 
the Chinese cultural context, despite 
the language barrier. For example, 
many of my students understand re-
ligion to be synonymous with values. 
In trying to separate the two, I have 
to be both vulnerable and open about 
my own experiences.

 I found that many of my students 
have dreams but harbor no expec-
tations of ever realizing them. They 
have values but do not openly ex-
press them, and they are longing for 
a sense of purpose but do not know 
where to find one. Slowly, they are 
starting to understand that there are 
important people who affect their 
lives, experiences that shape their 

thoughts, and ways to attain their 
dreams. Our conversations, though 
not directly related to religion per 
se, have been incredibly fruitful and 
filled with the presence of the Holy 
Spirit. The personal discoveries my 
students have made have led them 
to an increased sense of self-under-
standing. This makes my heart soar. 

Holy Spirit Unlimited
Guyuan may be significantly less 
spiritual than Bodh Gaya, but it is not 
devoid of the Spirit. Just like my stu-
dents, who initially struggled to think 
about the concept of values outside 
a religious framework, I too was 
caught in the trap of seeing no reli-
gion just because traditional religious 
practice is not visible in daily life. I 
have had to adapt my concept of 
what religion really is and how I see 
it. As a Global Mission Fellow, part 
of my call is to bring the light of the 
Holy Spirit to my placement site. The 
hardest part of this challenge is see-
ing where the Holy Spirit is already 
working, for the Spirit is truly work-
ing in the world—continuously and 
without limit. 

Maria Niechwiadowicz (knee-shadow-
witz) is a Global Mission Fellow serving for 
two years in Guyuan, Ningxia, China, as 
an English teacher with the Amity Founda-
tion. For more information, visit her blog: 
www.marianiechgmf.wordpress.com.

As a global Mission Fellow, 
Maria niechwiadowicz can 
be supported through the 
Advance, #3021976. donate: 
www.umcmission.org/
mniechwiadowicz 

Bowl of Compassion,  
Bodh gaya, india:  
www.bowlofcompassion.org
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t
he WCC’s new mission state-
ment, Together Towards 
Life: Mission and Evan-
gelism in Changing Land-

scapes (TTL), offers many horizons 
for those who would look beyond 
the church doors at the changed 
landscapes of the world. The hori-
zons and hermeneutics [scriptural 
interpretation] of justice, evange-
lism, dialogue, healing, and unity 
are all gathered up under the over-
arching rainbow presence of the 
Holy Spirit in mission. TTL is full 
of hope and passion, as befi ts a 
mission affi rmation, and offers a 
fresh impetus for church members 
to come outside and locate them-
selves amid the joys and struggles 

of the world God so loves. The 
title alone, Together Towards Life, 
invites and charms us, querying 
our choices of direction and com-
panion and challenging our aims 
and desires to be life-giving and 
life-affi rming.

Given all that, it seems no small 
leap of faith to imagine that the in-
stitutional church—with all its bu-
reaucracies, anxieties, and vani-
ties—can be trusted to form a true 
partnership with the Holy Spirit 
in this mission and vision of life. 
Nevertheless, the mission state-
ment fi rmly declares that the Holy 
Spirit calls members of the church 
together towards life. So, if TTL 
is to enjoy life beyond its pages, 

much of what it articulates must be 
grounded in communities and con-
gregations in real places on earth.

The TTL affi rms the following: 
All Christians, churches, and con-
gregations are called to be vibrant 
messengers of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, which is the good news of 
salvation. Evangelism is a confi -
dent but humble sharing of our 
faith and conviction with other peo-
ple. Such sharing is a gift to others 
which announces the love, grace, 
and mercy of God in Christ. It is 
the inevitable fruit of genuine faith. 
Therefore, in each generation, the 
church must renew its commit-
ment to evangelism as an essential 
part of the way we convey God’s 

20 	 newworldoutlook.org

   I Am Not 
  Ashamed 

     of the GospelGospels graceGospels grace.Gospel.
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love to the world. The mission state-
ment also asks a question: How can 
we proclaim God’s love and justice 
to a generation living in an individu-
alized, secularized, and materialized 
world? (¶ 8)

“Receive the Holy Spirit”
The main question for the WCC’s 
Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism (CWME) was how to pro-
duce an ecumenical mission state-
ment that stimulates and encourag-
es local congregations to renew their 
commitment to mission. As we are 
living in a world where faith in money 
and rising tides of secularization 
threaten the credibility of gospel, it is 
becoming extremely diffi cult to share 
the story and life of Jesus Christ. A 
growing number of people seem to 
regard Christians as aliens who still 
believe that the way of Jesus is the 
true way for all of us to live our lives. 
How then can we dare to share our 
stories and dreams? 

Following the crucifi xion of Jesus, 
we are told that “the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met 
were locked for fear of the Jews.” 
(John 20:19) In today’s world, disci-
ples of Jesus can fi nd many reasons 
to be afraid. We could easily be tempt-
ed to lock the doors and concern our-
selves only with self-preservation. 
The gospel, however, leads us in a 
different direction. Jesus came and 
stood among his disciples, saying: 
“Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me so I send you.” (John 20:21) 
Hiding behind locked doors was not 
their calling. Instead, they were sent 
on a mission modeled after the mis-
sion of Jesus. Finally, Jesus breathed 
on them and said, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit.” (John 20:22)

The new WCC mission statement 
has highlighted some of the main 
ways in which this reality might 
take effect today. The aim is that 
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Together Towards Life will stimulate 
a movement of missionary think-
ing and action which will reenergize 
churches to engage the world of the 
21st century through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Therefore, “don’t be 
afraid” and “go in peace” out into 
the world. Mission happens when 
the church meets the world—when 
Christians join in the mission of the 
Holy Spirit who is already at work in 
the world. 

Mission Spirituality 
As TTL affirms: Life in the Holy Spirit 
is the essence of mission, the core 
of why we do what we do and how 
we live our lives. Spirituality gives 
deepest meaning to our lives and 
motivates our actions. It is a sacred 
gift from the Creator, the energy 
for affirming and caring for life. This 
mission spirituality has a dynamic of 
transformation which, through spiri-
tual commitment of people, is ca-
pable of transforming the world in 

God’s grace. (¶ 3) Therefore, we 
don’t need to be ashamed of the 
gospel, because it is the most mean-
ingful way to live out God’s love for 
the world. 

We are the servants of God, and 
we have a mission to share the good 
news with all the members of suffer-
ing humanity and creation who are 
longing for hope in their lives. There is 
God’s “preferential option” for the re-
ceivers of the good news in this pro-
cess. The receivers are the ones who 
judge whether the news delivered to 
them is good or bad. The news that 
Jesus spread across Galilee was good 
news of salvation to the Gentiles, but 
it was utterly bad news for the peo-
ple in power in Jerusalem. They un-
derstood it as a serious challenge and 
threat to their political, economic, and 
religious power. Their faith lay not in 
Jesus but in their own money, power, 
and religious hierarchy. Therefore, 
they crucified Jesus in order to con-
tinue enjoying their earthly privileges. 

What news are we now spread-
ing throughout the world? Jerusalem 
was not the place where Jesus start-
ed his movement of the Kingdom 
of God. Rather, he began his minis-
try with the people in Galilee. If our 
eyes are turned toward the peoples 
at the margins, we don’t need to be 
ashamed of the good news. There 
are so many things to share and to 
do that make our news good for the 
marginalized, bringing them abun-
dant life, as Jesus promised. 

But the privileged should not al-
ways be the ones who do the giv-
ing. Mission has been understood 
as a movement taking place from 
the center to the periphery and from 
the privileged to the marginalized 
of society. Now people at the mar-
gins are claiming their key role as 
agents of mission and affirming mis-
sion as transformation. This reversal 
of roles in mission has strong bibli-
cal foundations. God chose the poor, 
the foolish, and the powerless to 

Filipino youth performing at the opening ceremony of WCC’s Commission on World Mission and evangelism Pre-Assembly event in Manila, 
Philippines, March 22, 2012.  PHoTo: MArK BeACH/WCC
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further God’s mission of justice and 
peace so that life might flourish. (1 
Corinthians 1:18-31) Therefore, mis-
sion spirituality, in both the individu-
al and society, involves witnessing 
to the transformation of life in God’s 
love, justice, and peace.  

 
The Missional Congregation
Mission begins in the heart of the 
Triune God and the love which binds 
together the Holy Trinity overflows to 
all humanity and creation. The mis-
sionary God who sent the Son to the 
world calls all God’s people (John 
20:21) and empowers them to be a 
community of hope. The church is 
commissioned to celebrate life, and 
to resist and transform all life-de-
stroying forces, in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. (¶ 2)

 The following list highlights some 
features of missional congregations 
as they are often perceived. In the 
British context, these features are 
embodied in the term “missionary 
church,” a phrase that comes from 
the Anglican-led “Fresh Expressions” 
movement. In 2004, the General 
Synod of the Church of England com-
mended a report, entitled “Mission-
shaped Church,” to all its church 
members. Building on the five marks 
of mission, this report highlights five 
values for a missionary church:
•  A missionary church is focused on 

God the Trinity. Worship lies at the 
heart of a missionary church, and to 
love and know God as Father, Son, 
and Spirit is its chief inspiration and 
primary purpose.

•  A missionary church is incarnation-
al. It seeks to shape itself in relation 
to the culture in which it is located 
or to which it is called.

•  A missionary church is transfor-
mational. It exists for the transfor-
mation of the community that it 
serves, through the power of the 
gospel and the Holy Spirit.

•  A missionary church makes dis-
ciples. It is active in calling people 
to faith in Jesus Christ, being con-
cerned for the transformation of in-
dividuals as well as communities.

•  A missionary church is relational. 
It is characterized by welcome and 
hospitality. Its ethos and style are 
open to change when new mem-
bers join.
 Here we might want to keep in 

mind the real and actual congrega-

tions we belong to or know. In many 
ways, this is an ideal description of 
any church we would like to lead or 
belong to—if we could only get rid of 
certain parts or people. Judging by St. 
Paul’s letters, even the early church 
was not ideal, but elements of the 
ideal do exist in many congregations. 
However, TTL doesn’t set out to re-
flect the ideal because it does not 
take such an instrumental program-
matic approach to mission. Instead, it 
is rooted in a Trinitarian view of mis-
sion that could be summarized as 
transformation, with an emphasis on 
evangelism and on spirituality as vital 
elements of such a mission. All mis-
sional activities should be carried out 
in inclusive, relational, and contextual 
ways that demonstrate God’s love for 

the world in real places among real 
people. Please take a look at what 
TTL is saying about congregations. 
Think about where this might lead us 
and challenge us in our thinking about 
missional congregations.

Finally, consider what the terms 
“mission” and “evangelism” conjure 
up in your mind? Perhaps they call up 
a variety of thoughts—some negative 
and some positive. The WCC mission 
statement invites you to think of mis-
sion, first and foremost, as the action 
of the Spirit of God in the life of our 
world. It traces the origin of mission 
back to the Triune life of God and the 
love, revealed in Jesus Christ, which 
God has for humanity and for all of 
creation. The Holy Spirit is the life 
giver who sustains and empowers 
life and renews the whole creation. 

When we receive the Holy Spirit, we 
become part of the mission of God 
to the life of the world. The new mis-
sion statement from the WCC offers 
signposts that can help the reader to 
discern the action of the Spirit in the 
world—and to join in!

The Rev. Dr. Jooseop Keum is director 
of the Commission on World Mission 
and Evangelism (CWME) of the World 
Council of Churches, based in Geneva, 
Switzerland. He is also editor of The In-
ternational Review of Mission, the mis-
siological journal published by CWME, 
and the main editor of the new WCC mis-
sion statement, Together Towards Life: 
Mission and Evangelism in Changing 
Landscapes. All biblical quotes are from 
the New Revised Standard Version.

“ The aim is that Together Towards Life will stimulate a movement of 

missionary thinking and action which will reenergize churches to engage 

the world of the 21st century through the power of the Holy Spirit.”



The God of life protects
Humanity is not the master of the earth but is responsible 
to care for the integrity of creation
limited consumption which lead to continuous destruc�
tion of nature must end
human salvation separate from the renewal of the whole cre�

we have to both acknowledge it and serve it in new ways 
of mission
also call for action now

The God of life protects’ loves, and cares for nature
Humanity is not the master of the earth but is responsible 
to care for the integrity of creation. Excessive greed and un�
limited consumption which lead to continuous destruc�
tion of nature must end. God's love does not proclaim a 
human salvation separate from the renewal of the whole cre�
ation. We are called to participate in God’s mission beyond 
our human-centred goals.God’s mission is to all life and 
we have to both acknowledge it and serve it in new ways 
of mission.  We pray for repentance and forgiveness
also call for action now. Mission has creation at its heart
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 Together 
         Towards 

  Life
  Mission and Evangelism 
in Changing Landscapes

to obtain a copy of the full document, of Together Towards Life: Mission 
and Evangelism in Changing Landscapes—visit the world Council of 
Churches’ website and download a PdF version. 

http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/commissions/
mission-and-evangelism/together-towards-life-mission-and-evangelism-
in-changing-landscapes 

the complete publication is available in print from Amazon.com.

PHoTo: MArK BeACH/WCC



Starting with God�s mission leads to an ecclesiological 
approach  In this perspective it is not the 
church that has a mission but rather the mission that has a 
church  Mission is not a project of expanding churches but 
of the church embodying God s salvation in this world
of this follows a dynamic understanding of the apostolicity 
of the church� apostolicity is not only safeguarding the faith 
of the church through the ages but also participating in the 
apostolate.  Thus the churches mainly and foremost need to be 
missionary churches.
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of the church� apostolicity is not only safeguarding the faith of the church� apostolicity is not only safeguarding the faith 
  Landscapes

by Chin Cheak Yu

Starting with God’s mission leads to an ecclesiological approach “from below.”  In this perspective it is 

not the church that has a mission but rather the mission that has a church. Mission is not a project of 

expanding churches but of the church embodying God’s salvation in this world. Out of this follows a 

dynamic understanding of the apostolicity of the church: apostolicity is not only safeguarding the faith 

of the church through the ages but also participating in the apostolate. Thus the churches mainly and 

foremost need to be missionary churches.

Together Towards Life ¶ 58
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Greece, in 2012. My refl ection will focus especially on the section entitled 
“Church on the Move.” This section includes paragraph 58, quoted opposite, 
whereby churches are encouraged to rethink what it means to be primarily 
“missionary churches.”

When people think of mission, they naturally think of a movement. But then 
they wonder how the church can be on the move while it is so restricted by 
church buildings and traditions and by the institutions needed to provide it with 
support. Do we hold misconceptions that blur our vision and prevent us from 
acquiring a renewed understanding and practice of mission and evangelism in 
changing landscapes?

If God is already sending the Holy Spirit into the world, a church that hides 
in its institutional comfort zones may be 
missing out. By contrast, the church on 
the move sees itself in the midst of the 
world, nourished by the Spirit and bear-
ing witness to God’s reign wherever it 
is breaking in. This concept requires the 
institutional church to identify itself as a 
group of “missionary churches” that are 
ever ready to participate in God’s mission.

Mission Is Participation

I would especially like to refl ect on my 
own journey as a missionary in the United 
States from 1986 to 1987 and as a mis-
sionary in Singapore today in order to ex-
plore how my experience is an embodi-
ment of the Church on the Move.

I became a Christian through the stu-
dent ministry of the Methodist church in 
my hometown of Kampar, Malaysia—
even though my father was then an 
atheist and my mother was a practicing 
Buddhist. Through that student ministry, 
I was touched by a sense of God’s mis-
sion in a church empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, as described in Acts 1:8: “But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
(NRSV)

That understanding has given me the 
conviction that all Christians are by na-
ture missionaries and that the church 
must exist as a missionary church. In ad-
dition to outreach through student min-
istry, my church has provided me with 
ministry opportunities through teaching 
Sunday school at my Kampar Methodist 

This stained glass window in the Mt. Sophia chapel of 
Trinity Theological College is a 225 sq. ft. art piece by 
Koh Bee Liang. Ms. Liang’s window depicts the events of 
the life of Jesus the Christ, from birth to resurrection. 
The father, son, and Holy Spirit are depicted along with 
the sacraments.
PHOTO: RICHARD LORD

i have been asked to write a 
refl ection on the new World 
Council of Churches’ (WCC) 
document, Together Towards 

Life: Mission and Evangelism in 
Changing Landscapes (TTL), an af-
fi rmation on mission and evange-
lism approved by the WCC Central 
Committee at its meeting in Crete, 
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Church, through teaching in the near-
by village school, and in door-to-door 
evangelism and many other outreach 
efforts. From these opportunities I 
learned three things. First, Christians 
receive power as witnesses through 
participation and partnership in God’s 
call. Second, churches start their mis-
sion activities on their home grounds 
and carry those activities to the ends 
of the earth as Christians responding 
to God’s call. And third, mission and 
evangelization share the common 
goal of bearing witness while also 
incarnating God’s goodness, justice, 
and overflowing love to all.

I witnessed the power of the Holy 
Spirit through my mother’s conversion 
a couple of months before her death. 
She joyfully exclaimed to my father: “I 
became a Christian tonight!” That joy 
and honor—to bear witness to God’s 
work in other people’s lives—echoed 
in my heart and inspired me to be-
come a part of God’s mission.

Though I had met missionaries who 
prayed for me to respond to God’s 
call, the concept of every Christian’s 
being a missionary by nature and the 
concept of the church’s being always 
on the move were neither fixed un-
derstandings in me nor obvious el-
ements in the church’s teachings. 
Further, there were not many institu-
tional options for responding to God’s 
call in the 1980s. Christians were 
trained to be pastors, career mission-
aries, or seminary lecturers. So when 
I first arrived at Princeton Theological 

Seminary in New Jersey to study and 
was asked to consider serving as a 
missionary in the United States, I re-
jected the idea, believing that I had 
come to the United States to prepare 
myself to be a lecturer in practical 
theology. Little did I know, after I re-
assessed the idea and began serving 
as a missionary in the United States, 
that God would eventually send me to 
Singapore as a missionary lecturer at 
Trinity Theological College.

 My life experience included theo-
logical education at Princeton, service 
as youth director in a downtown Los 
Angeles church, and later as a youth 
pastor in a suburban church that had 
an outreach ministry to immigrants. 
But by then I was convinced, as TTL 
states, that, just like fire exists by 
burning, churches exist by preparing 
and sending missionaries to different 
corners of the world—missionaries 
who have the passion to share and 
witness God’s overflowing love to all.

God still calls and sends mission-
aries to preach, to make disciples, 
and to embody God’s salvation and 
reign in the world. This means that 
the church on the move is involved 
in a long-term commitment to God’s 
mission in regions near and far. As a 
lecturer at Trinity Theological College, 
I have witnessed God’s faithfulness 
in preparing people for mission and 
evangelization. Trinity is a union col-
lege envisioned and formed by mis-
sionaries of different denomina-
tions while they were being held as 

prisoners of war during the Japanese 
occupation of Singapore in 1942. A 
Methodist bishop, Hobart Amstutz, 
who was then serving as a mission-
ary, became its first principal. From 
a humble beginning, and given sup-
port by the US United Methodist 
Board of Missions since 1948, Trinity 
Theological College is today the old-
est seminary in Singapore.

Trinity’s alumni serve as key lead-
ers, pastors, parish workers, para-
church staff, missionaries, and semi-
nary teachers throughout Asia and 
beyond. Every year, students come 
here from as many as 20 countries 
to be prepared for service. They are 
broadening the horizon of church mis-
sion, having become great partners in 
regional mission in China, Southeast 
Asia, and beyond.

Short-Term Mission Teams
How can churches prepare Christians 
to be missionaries in a church on the 
move within a landscape that is al-
ways changing? With the conve-
nience of budget air travel and digital 
communication, which allows con-
stant contact with home even while 
serving overseas, short-term mis-
sion trips and career mission work 
have gathered momentum. This is 
especially true in Singapore, as re-
searched by my former colleague, 
Kim Hong Hazra (Christian Ministry: 
Love in Action, 2012) and in the sur-
vey done by the Rev. Dr. Norman 
Wong while he was executive 

“ The concept of every Christian’s being a missionary by 
nature and the concept of the church’s being always on 
the move were neither fixed understandings in me nor 
obvious elements in the church’s teachings.”
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director of the Methodist Mission 
Society in Singapore (MMS) around 
2010. An MMS report estimated that 
93 percent of the Methodist church-
es in Singapore are active partici-
pants in short-term mission teams 
(STMT). The number of trips made 
by such teams ranged from very fre-
quent (weekly trips to Indonesia by 
some of Singapore’s Chinese annu-
al conference churches) to frequent  
(four trips a year by many MMS part-
ner churches) to none at all. (This 
information was provided via email 
by the Rev. Teresa Wilborn, the  
current MMS Assistant Director of 
Community Development, January 5, 
2015).

In Hazra’s report (as with any 
service-learning program encour-
aged by secondary schools here in 
Singapore) she recommends that 
the STMT model serve as a learning 
laboratory for mission engagement 
and cross-cultural ministry. She rec-
ognizes that, at times, an STMT con-
tributes more to the formation of its 
participants than to its host church-
es. In other words, an STMT serves 
as a platform for youth and adults—a 
means of participating in actual disci-
ple-making in the process of mission 
transformation and spiritual forma-
tion. Many of our seminary students 
have been involved in some form of 
either local or overseas short-term 
mission. Some have even engaged 
in cross-cultural mission for more 
than five years, either in the same lo-
cation or in different ones.

The Season of Mission
No doubt there may be distractions 
and different seasons in life that hin-
der people from stepping out in faith. 
Even so, it is “better late than never” 
to respond to God’s Call. One major 
obstacle in the church that paralyz-
es mission is the fixation on sim-
ply doing programs while lacking a 

sense of God’s mission purpose. 
Churches need to take steps in con-
necting, learning from, and help-
ing local cross-cultural outreach and 
social work. Doing so would equip 
church members to venture out into 
mission work in other countries, em-
bodying God’s mission in the world 
and empowering other church mem-
bers to move with God’s call.

When churches do not shut out 
mission and evangelism but instead 
consider providing budgets and 
using bequests for those purposes, 
God works miracles. I have seen the 
fruits of pastoral and lay Christian in-
volvement in missions both near and 
far. Pastors and lay members should 
leave their comfort zones to become 
partners with God—listening to and 
embodying God’s presence with the 
afflicted poor, the abused, the mi-
grant communities, the dysfunctional 
and broken families, and all the other 
various crisis zones. If we want our 
youth to catch a vision of caring be-
yond themselves, we need to send 
them out as short-term missionaries 
on family teams. They will then catch 
not just a vision for mission but also 
a love for God and life.

Speaking of my own family, in ad-
dition to our regular mission itinera-
tion to the United States, my 19-year-
old son has gone on four short-term 
mission trips to communities in 
Thailand and Cambodia. His eyes 
were opened to both the good and 
the bad—seeing poverty and political 
corruption. He also learned how he 
could use his gifts to serve others.

Whether for a short week, or for 
a couple of months, or for years, the 
experience of being a missionary in a 
cross-cultural setting provides a win-
dow onto life transformation. God 
moves and empowers the whole 
church when individuals are on the 
move for mission. Join us! Become 
missionaries for God in all walks 
of life. Give, for you shall receive a 
glimpse of the Kingdom of God at 
your very own doorstep.

The Rev. Dr. Chin Cheak Yu is a Global 
Ministries’ missionary serving as a fac-
ulty member at Trinity Theological Col-
lege, Singapore, since January 2002. 
She and her husband, the Rev. George 
Martzen, who also serves as a mission-
ary in Singapore, have one son, Walter 
Chyau-Yu Martzen.

George Martzen and dr. Chin Cheak yu with their son, Walter Chyau-yu Martzen, on the 
occasion of his graduation from high school.  PHoTo: CourTeSy THe yu-MArTzeN FAMiLy



I�’ll turn conventional wisdom on its head,

I�’ll expose so called experts as crackpots
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we need each other. It’s 
that simple. The body 
of Christ around the 

world is an amazing interdependent 
menagerie of strangers bound to-
gether through God’s grace. People 
with miraculous diversity and creativ-
ity and unique gifts and graces may 
come from everywhere, but people 
with a profound spiritual depth are 
found primarily living at the margins 
of society. This is clearly evident to 
most Western visitors who return 
from journeys outside their comfort 
zones all the way to the margins, 
having been inspired and renewed 
by the witness of their brothers and 
sisters who live there.

The devotion and commitment 
practiced especially by the laypeople 
of the church in the Global South and 
East are unmatched in the Northern 
Hemisphere. These laypeople have a 
much better capacity to do more with 
less in all aspects of life than do their 
more materially fortunate relatives in 
the churches of the North and West. 
Their ingenuity should be a model for 
Christian stewardship the world over. 
And, more importantly, they also have 
a keen and insightful understanding of 
the way faith acts as a relevant and 
sustaining force in the modern age.

In the opening article of this issue of 
New World Outlook, Thomas Kemper 
aptly pronounced that the World 

Council of Churches’ statement on 
mission, Together Towards Life (TTL), 
provides theological grounding for 
this global shift in Christianity’s base. 
“TTL turns on its head the inherited 
assumption that mission comes from 
well-established, well-funded, aca-
demic centers and fl ows toward the 
margins located in the poorer parts of 
the world,” he says (p. 8).

We have to accept the fact that 
our new role in the West has shift-
ed from being the agent of change to 
being the recipient of it. Our only way 
to discover and embrace the trans-
formation taking place is through a 
collaborative partnership that seeks 
a healthy and balanced relationship 
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it makes perfect sense. This is the way God works, and most powerfully as it 
turns out. It’s written,

I’ll turn conventional wisdom on its head,
I’ll expose so-called experts as crackpots.
So where can you fi nd someone truly wise, truly educated, truly intelligent 

in this day and age? Hasn’t God exposed it all as pretentious nonsense? Since 
the world in all its fancy wisdom never had a clue when it came to know-
ing God, God in his wisdom took delight in using what the world considered 
dumb—preaching, of all things!—to bring those who trust him into the way 
of salvation.

The rigorous and sacrifi cial way of salvation found at the margins is a distinc-
tive contribution offered to Christianity by the marginalized alone. We in the 
West have been lulled into a comfort-seeking pattern that requires less sacri-
fi ce and suffering—a spirituality considered to be shallow by those on the mar-
gins. This judgment is not easy to accept. But, as the Northern Hemisphere 
becomes more secular and the church less relevant in the public square, we 
will become more dependent on the church in the South and East to pro-
vide the normative Christian witness to the world on our behalf. The dramatic 
growth of the church on the margins, especially among the the poorest of the 
poor, bears this out. While the established denominational churches are grow-
ing dramatically, the Pentecostals and Charismatics are growing twice as fast, 
as is indicated below: 

“Two groups of ‘renewalists’—a term for Pentecostals and various 
Charismatics —are growing rapidly. In 1970, the number of such Christians 
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with those we perceive to be living 
on the margins. (See The Movement: 
Power of Partnership video: http://
vimeo.com/111007717) Only by tak-
ing the time to be in relationship with 
our sisters and brothers at the mar-
gins will we be transformed as the 
body of Christ. Unfortunately there 
are no shortcuts—no cookie-cutter 
solutions, no one-size-fi ts-all trans-
formation kits, and no fast tracks 
to accelerate this transition. Rather, 
we must take the road less traveled, 
with our partners on the margins 
acting as our guides, to realize how 
Christ continues to transform the 
world. We are on our partners’ time 
schedule, not on our own, and we 
are following their lead. This requires 
patience from those of us who are all 
too quick to offer direction.

Mission From the Margins
Paragraph six from the WCC’s TTL 
mission statement recognizes this 
paradigm shift: 

Mission has been understood as a 
movement taking place from the cen-
tre to the periphery, and from the priv-
ileged to the marginalized of society. 
Now people at the margins are claim-
ing their key role as agents of mission 
and affi rming mission as transforma-
tion. This reversal of roles in the envi-
sioning of mission has strong biblical 
foundations because God chose the 
poor, the foolish, and the powerless 
(1 Cor. 1:18-31) to further God’s mis-
sion of justice and peace so that life 
may fl ourish. (TTL ¶ 6)

The words of I Corinthians 1:18-
31 from The Message translation are 
even more jarring. They sting a little 
in their harsh critique of those who 
have considered themselves convey-
ors of knowledge:

The Message that points to Christ 
on the Cross seems like sheer silli-
ness to those hellbent on destruction, 
but for those on the way of salvation 

Patrick Friday applauds the uMC in Bishkek, Kyrgystan, at a 50/50 Partnership Summit at Church 
of the resurrection in Leawood, Kansas, during an online interactive worship service via oovoo 
video chat.  The church in Bishkek is one of the youngest and fastest growing churches in eurasia.  
PHoTo: JuLie FriCKe
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stood at 62.7 million worldwide, 
with an expectation of 709.8 mil-
lion, or 25.8 percent, by 2020, an 
annual growth rate of 4.1 percent. 
That is twice as fast as Christian 
growth as a whole. The number of 
renewalists is expanding: from 18.8 

million in Africa in 1970 to a pro-
jected 226.2 million in 2020, from 
12.8 million to 203.1 million in Latin 
America, and from 9.3 million to 
165.6 million in Asia.”

See more at: http://www.umc-
mission.org/learn-About-us/news-
and-Stories/2013/october/1010-the-
work-to-which-we-Are-Called-report

Partnering With—50/50 
The experiences and vision of the 
church from the margins are crucial 
for re-imagining mission and evange-
lism today. It is time to move forward, 
but we are often stuck in a culture 
of dependency that spans the globe. 

This culture has 
hindered our abil-
ity to be in part-
nership as equal 
parts of the body 
of Christ. This pre-
dicament requires 
intervention as a 
corrective to our 
habits, which are 
still based upon 
past assumptions. 
The paradigm shift 
toward partnering 
with Christians at 
the margins is be-
coming a move-
ment—and it’s a 
game changer, al-
tering the ways in 
which we under-
stand one another 
and share in build-
ing up the body  
of Christ.

Partners are re-
alizing the limitless 
blessings of collab-
oration and have a 
real desire to take 
the next steps  
forward to encour-
age this partner-
ship on a larger 

scale. Through partnership summits, 
consultations, and roundtables, partici-
pants are being encouraged and chal-
lenged to rethink their relationships 
and turn toward an asset-based—rath-
er than needs-based—understand-
ing of mission engagement. Many 
have responded with enthusiasm, as 
greater awareness and more in-depth 

training have turned them toward a 
50/50 partnership. The 50/50 cov-
enant was crafted by the In Mission 
Together program as a practical, sim-
ple, and straightforward framework 
for all United Methodists to shift their 
expectations of one another toward 
a more appreciative and celebratory 
recognition of our innate, God-given 
gifts. We have so much to offer each 
other, and our brothers and sisters on 
the margins are leading the way. 

“Partners in God’s mission seek to 
hear God’s voice, to discover the signs 
of the moving of the Spirit through 
the world today, and to bear witness 
to God’s activity—overarching past, 
present, and future—in every local 
setting.” (General Board of Global 
Ministries’ Mission Statement)

The Rev. Patrick Friday serves as director 
of the In Mission Together program for 
the General Board of Global Ministries. 
He is working with Volunteers in Mission 
and conference mission teams to imple-
ment a 50/50 Partnership Covenant in 
their mission work with emerging com-
munities of faith around the world.

Myungim Kim, Global Ministries’ executive secretary for Asia, serves 
communion at the vietnam Partnership Consultation in Minneapolis, MN.
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Church Publishing Team Produces  
Ebola Booklets
In January, The United Methodist Church of Liberia an-
nounced the distribution of Ebola booklets that are intend-
ed to provide hands-on awareness of the Ebola virus in 
churches, schools, health centers, and workplaces. The 
Ebola Disease Facts Booklet was produced by the church’s 
publishing team with United Methodist Discipleship 
Ministries (the General Board of Discipleship).

Initially presented to the Monrovia District Conference 
during its annual gathering held at Tubman United 
Methodist Church in Paynesville, near the capital city of 
Monrovia, the booklets are designed to prepare Liberians 
for future occurrences of the virus.

In addition to the publishing work, Discipleship Ministries 
also joined The United Methodist Church in Germany to 
provide a grant for food for pastors, senior citizens, and 
people with physical disabilities in and around Monrovia.

Poor Young Girls’ Ministry
According to the Ivoirian Ministry of Education, in 
Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, 1,334 girls became pregnant dur-
ing the 2013 to 2014 school year. Some of these girls 
work as prostitutes or are married-off at a young age, 
while others work long and hard hours caring for the 
country’s privileged class as maids or babysitters.

The Poor Young Girls’ Ministry, a reconciliation min-
istry launched by Global Ministries’ missionary, the Rev. 
Jean Claude Masuka Maleka, encourages the girls to live 
in right relationship with God, with themselves, with oth-
ers, and with creation. Maleka is assigned to evangelism 
and church planting in Côte d’Ivoire.

Esther, 16, who is receiving assistance from the min-
istry and is now back in school, commented, “Being 
a house girl is very hard and sometimes you may be 
raped.”  Her sister Madeleine also works as a house girl 
and has two children. She is also a teenager.

“Our vision is to empower and provide a skill base for 
the country’s poorest and most vulnerable girls to over-
come extreme poverty,” said Maleka. “In many villages 
where we have church planting projects, girls are real-
ly facing challenges.” One challenge is proper hygiene. 
Many poor girls use unhygienic alternatives to sanitary 
pads, such as newspaper, sand, or leaves. This places 

them at an increased risk for infection. Maleka’s wife, 
Francine, works to promote girls’ rights and safety edu-
cation, while also providing hygiene instruction so they 
can prevent unnecessary health risks.

UMCOR
For nearly five years, the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) has been implementing bold programs to 
help shore up the health infrastructure of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC), on behalf of the Global Fund 
to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria, reports David 
Tereshchuk for UMCOR. UMCOR receives its funds from 
SANRU (an abbreviation in French for Santé Rurale, or 
Rural Health), the Congolese organization charged by the 
Global Fund to carry out in DRC its ambitious initiative for 
defeating some of the world’s most intractable diseases.

Beginning with the fight against malaria in three health 
zones (Kamina, Kabondo Dianda, and Bukama) in Katanga 
Province, UMCOR’s responsibility, through its DRC field 
office, broadened over time to include work with HIV/
AIDS patients as well. In addition, its catchment area 
grew to cover a total of 18 health zones for both diseases.

The Global Fund-supported projects are concluding 
this year and much has been accomplished. UMCOR 
hopes to renew its partnership with SANRU for another 
three-year project that will continue the tasks begun and 
fill in any persistent gaps.

deAthS—Yvonne Chase, a retired deaconess with 
more than 9 years of service in the United States, died 
September 23, 2014…John F. Mader, a retired mission-
ary with 13 ½ years of service in Liberia, died November 
26, 2014…Carl d. Shafer, retired missionary with more 
than 8 years of service in Cuba, died December 19, 
2014…Barbara Floyd, retired missionary with nearly 
16 years of service in Cuba, died December 26, 2014…
nancy wilson Boye, retired missionary with 21½ years 
of service in Latin America and the Caribbean, died 
December 27, 2014…Amelia James, retired missionary 
with 16 ½ years of service in Costa Rica, Chile, and Peru, 
died December 31, 2014…darrell d. Spores, retired 
missionary with 4 years of service in Nigeria, died January 
8, 2015…Marilynn l. hamilton, retired missionary with 
21 years of service in Bolivia, died January 13, 2015.
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new ways of mission.  We pray for repentance and 
forgiveness, but we also call for action now. Mission 
has creation at its heart.w hen the Commission 

on World Mission and 
Evangelism of the 

World Council of Churches (WCC) 
held its March 2012 pre-assembly mis-
sion event in Manila, Philippines, par-
ticipants from all over the world wor-
shiped together as they discussed and 
celebrated a new mission document 

entitled Together Towards Life (TTL). 
During that meeting, solidarity visits 
to urban poor communities around 
Manila were a highlight for many par-
ticipants. Another highlight was the 
dynamism of youth, as embodied in 
the young people of the group Teatro 
Ekyumenical as they performed during 
worship and in plenary sessions. 

As a mission theologian, I was 
privileged to participate in this pre-
assembly event on behalf of the 
General Board of Global Ministries 
UMC. It was inspiring for me to be 
able to return home to the Philippines 
and witness this event. At the end 
of the conference, a small group 
of women from the Netherlands, 
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Excessive greed and unlimited consumption which 
lead to continuous destruction of nature must 
end. God's love does not proclaim a human salva�
tion separate from the renewal of the whole creation

Mission Movements 
     from the 

Global South 

                     and 

East

by Elizabeth Tapia

For even in our dance, we see the gift of grace.

No matter how dangerous and diffi cult each step we may take,

We can rise…for we know how to dance amidst struggle.

Deaconess Norma P. Dollaga, Philippines

0215-GBGM-NWO_Mar-Apr2015-REVISED.indd   34 2/17/15   4:59 PM



 and cares for na�
Humanity is not the master of the earth but 

is responsible to care for the integrity of creation.
Excessive greed and unlimited consumption which 
lead to continuous destruction of nature must 

s love does not proclaim a human salva�
tion separate from the renewal of the whole creation. 

s mission beyond 
s mission is to all life 

and we have to both acknowledge it and serve it in 
We pray for repentance and 

 Mission 

New World Outlook MArCh/APril  2015  35

Sweden, and the United States told 
me: “Our time in Manila has been un-
forgettable! Mission here is so alive! 
We want to be in solidarity with your 
people—but we depart tomorrow.” 

 Back in their own countries, these 
women challenged their churches to 
be more serious about issues of mi-
gration, poverty, human rights, and 
ecological crisis. Thanks to email 
exchanges and subsequent vis-
its, these ecumenical friends have 
indeed offered their solidarity. In 
turn, they realized that Asian, Latin 
American, and African migrant work-
ers and immigrants in their commu-
nities have already been at work re-
vitalizing churches in Europe and the 
United States. For me, this is a good 
example of multidirectional and multi-
faceted world Christianity. This is ac-
tion after affi rmation.

Changing Landscapes
What comes to your mind and heart 
when you read the following affi r-
mation? Are you ready to take on 
the challenges and implications of-
fered below?

We affirm that today mission 
movements are emerging from the 
global South and East, which are 
multi-directional and many-faceted. 

The shifting centre of gravity of 
Christianity to the global South and 
East challenges us to explore missi-
ological expressions that are rooted 
in these contexts, cultures, and spir-
itualties. We need to develop fur-
ther mutuality and partnership and 
affi rm interdependence within mis-
sion and the ecumenical movement. 
Our mission practice should show 
solidarity with suffering peoples 
and harmony with nature. (Together 
Towards Life, ¶ 106)

The fi rst thing that came to my 
mind was celebration full of praise. 
I celebrate and praise God’s good-
ness and grace toward humanity and 

Spiritual refl ections with music and dance at the WCC’s Commission on World Mission and evangelism 
Pre-Assembly event in Manila, Philippines, March 23, 2012.  PHoTo: WCC

creation. I celebrate the Spirit’s power shared with the believers of the Lord 
Jesus Christ now spread all over the world. By the power of the Triune God, the 
church exists for the sake of God’s mission. Now the dynamic growth and di-
versity of Christian churches in the Global East and South offer a wider mission-
al learning-receiving-sharing space to Christians in the West and Global North. 
But are we listening?

What resonates with me is the challenge to churches in the West and else-
where to take three actions: contextualize mission; further mutuality and part-
nership; and reposition mission as solidarity with peoples who, along with na-
ture itself, are groaning in pain.

The more I refl ect on the TTL passage cited above, the more questions 
come to my mind. How can the local and the global mission be sustained? How 
do we see their relationship to one another? Why is it important to proclaim 
Jesus and justice as well as Jesus and jubilee? How are we to promote a holis-
tic and integral mission in an age of globalization? How do I, and the community 
I work with, embody mutuality, share resources, and sustain partnership? How 
may we learn to receive and be blessed in the process?

I agree with Glory and Jacob Dharmaraj’s description of mutuality in their re-
cent book, A Theology of Mutuality: A Paradigm for Mission in the Twenty-fi rst 
Century—“Mutuality is built on trust, respect, openness, readiness, and com-
mitment to change as everyone involved is willing to listen and act as one enti-
ty, which has no room for monopoly.” (United Methodist Women, 2014, p.82)

In the context of globalization, with global migration and the shrinking or 
“fl attening” of the earth, the world has changed tremendously. Among the 
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social and religious changes, one par-
ticular shift stands out: Christianity’s 
center is no longer in the rich North 
and West; it is in the developing coun-
tries of the Global South and East. The 
“Majority World” (Africa, Asia, Latin 
America) is now home to the majority 
of the world’s Christians. Having been 
considered “mission fields” in the 
past, these regions are now  evange-
lizing communities, sending and re-
ceiving missionaries, building schools 
and seminaries, planting churches, 
and feeding the hungry.

Meanwhile, some people say 
that the United States has be-
come a mission field. Concerns 
such as secularism, rampant 
consumerism, the rise of the 
“nones” (those who claim no re-
ligious affiliation), border control, 
fear of terrorist attacks, home-
lessness, migration, and increas-
ingly destructive superstorms, 
are now being acknowledged 
and discussed. What is the good 
news? Who is my neighbor?

Claiming a New Mission
I celebrate the fact that many local 
churches and annual conferenc-
es have joined Global Ministries 
in developing mission partner-
ships with churches in Asia, 
Latin America, Africa, the Middle 
East, and the Pacific region. (See 
www.umcmission.org.) I affirm 
Global Ministries’ mission oppor-
tunities for and with young peo-
ple (Generation Transformation) 
as avenues for cooperation and soli-
darity work. At the same time, these 
opportunities provide a chance for 
young people to rediscover their iden-
tities and develop new skills, affirm-
ing the ways in which their spirituality 
is strengthened by walking with the 
people—whether it be up in the high-
lands of Peru or in downtown Tacoma. 
Young people today, as in the case of 

Global Mission Fellows, are discover-
ing the many dimensions of mission; 
they learn that they can witness by 
their presence as well as by delivering 
a gospel message. They may actively 
advocate for social and environmental 
justice or quietly provide accompani-
ment. Some work with children and 
youth while meeting and understand-
ing people of other faiths—or of no 
faith.

While it is important to realize that 
global Christianity is alive and well, 
it is equally important to dig deeper 

into ways that the churches and mis-
sion facilitators in the Global North 
amplify “interdependence within 
mission and the ecumenical move-
ment.” While we affirm the growth 
of Christianity in the Majority World, 
we cannot ignore the fact that most 
people in these regions are economi-
cally poor—and have been made poor 
by economic and social structures 

that benefit the West and the glob-
al markets. (Christ, have mercy!) We 
must also acknowledge that the poor 
and marginalized are providing “mis-
sion from the margins.” Their voices 
are strong; their concerns are vital. 
The poor are the prophets of today, 
and the oppressed are the “main 
partners in God’s mission.” (Humble 
Jesus, show me the way! TTL ¶ 107)

Finally, the theme of Together 
Towards Life: Mission and Evangelism 
in Changing Landscapes flows back 
to the Global South. John 10:10 is 

the basis of the vision statement 
of the All Africa Conference of 
Churches: “Churches in Africa 
Together for Life, Truth, Justice, 
and Peace.”(www.aacc.org) The 
Christian Conference of Asia will 
hold its 14th General Assembly 
from May 20 to 27, 2015, in 
Jakarta, Indonesia, celebrating the 
theme: “Living Together in the 
Household of God.” (http://cca.
org.hk). Let us pray for these re-
gional ecumenical organizations—
including the Latin American 
Council of Churches (CLAI)—as 
they chart their ecumenical fu-
tures for the sake of God’s mis-
sion in their own contexts.

As the mission landscapes 
change, the Wind of the Spirit 
blows where it wills. As we 
celebrate the “Doxology” for 
Christianity’s growth and diver-
sity worldwide, we cannot forget 
that it is “only God who gives the 
growth.” (1 Cor. 3:7b) May the 

Lord of the Dance pour out wisdom 
and blessing as we “dance amidst 
struggle” in this interconnected plan-
et we call home.

The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth S. Tapia, a clergy 
member of Balacan Philippines Annual 
Conference, serves as the director of mis-
sion theology for the General Board of 
Global Ministries. 

elizabeth Tapia at the WCC’s Commission on World 
Mission and evangelism Pre-Assembly event in Manila, 
Philippines, March 23, 2012.
PHoTo: WCC
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Through Christ in the Holy Spirit, God indwells the church, 

empowering and energizing its members. Thus mission 

becomes for Christians an urgent inner compulsion (1 Cor. 

9:16) and even a test and criterion for authentic life in Christ, 

rooted in the profound demands of Christ’s love, to invite 

others to share in the fullness of life Jesus came to bring. 

Participating in God’s mission, therefore, should be natural 

for all Christians and all churches, not only for particular 

individuals or specialized groups.

Together Towards Life, ¶ 67

to share in the fullness of life Jesus came to bring� 
Participating in God’s mission, therefore
natural for all Christians and all churches
for particular individuals or specialized groups
natural for all Christians and all churches
for particular individuals or specialized groups

   Mission—

     

an 

Urgent Inner   

    Compulsionfor particular individuals or specialized groupsCompulsionfor particular individuals or specialized groupsCompulsionfor particular individuals or specialized groups
by Christie R. House
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of the new church rise high up into the sky. The building is ready for a roof as 
soon as more fundraising allows for it. 

The construction of these two churches is due in large part to the vision 
of the Southern Congo/Zambia episcopal leader, Bishop KATEMBO Kainda. 
“The building of these churches came after my many years of experience as 
bishop,” members of Global Ministries’ staff were told by Bishop Katembo on 
his 2014 visit to New York. “All these years,” he said, “we would have to wait 
until a grant came through or until the Advance received and sent enough 
money for us to buy a motorbike, or to build a church, or to build a parson-
age. Really, that was how all capital ventures were fi nanced in the DR Congo 
church,” the bishop continued. “To accomplish anything we had to go around 

to US churches and ask for money. But in more recent years, it has become 
clear that Advance funds are scarce, and our needs are great. We were no 
longer receiving signifi cant funding for these kinds of ventures.”

So Bishop Katembo began to tell his conferences, “We do have local re-
sources. We should not have to reach out and ask for money. We can build 
what we need ourselves.”

At fi rst, the bishop recalled, the Congolese United Methodists didn’t un-
derstand. “They understood it was my job to go get the money from the 
United States or Europe and bring it back so that they could build. Some peo-
ple thought I was mad to suggest that we could develop our own resources.”

The Rev. MANDE Muyombo, a Congolese staff member at Global 
Ministries, added that the South Congo Methodists weren’t the only ones who 
thought the bishop was crazy. “In my annual conference in North Katanga,” 
he said, “Bishop Ntambo stood up and criticized Bishop Katembo’s vision of 
our becoming a self-sustaining church. He insisted that this idea would never 

f or years, many members of 
The United Methodist Church 
in the Lubumbashi area of the 
DR Congo had to travel long 

distances to attend worship in ex-
isting United Methodist churches. 
For example, although the Jolie City 
neighborhood of Lubumbashi was 
one of the peripheral areas of the city 
that had experienced rapid growth, 
there was no United Methodist place 
of worship there. Then, in 2007, 
the French-speaking Jerusalem Par-
ish of The United Methodist Church 
in Lubumbashi acquired about 8.6 
acres of land in the area, along the 
main road, for the construction of a 
modern temple. This temple was en-
visioned as having suffi cient capac-
ity to provide more than 3,000 seats. 
In addition, the construction plans 
included an episcopal offi ce, a wel-
come center, a school, a health cen-
ter, and parsonages for four pastors. 
What makes this site unique is that 
it was not the grand plan of a foreign 
mission agency or of a US or Euro-
pean partner. Instead, it was envi-
sioned, was planned, and is pres-
ently being fi nanced and built by the 
Congolese members themselves. 

In 2009, not far from the Jolie City 
area, in another area of Lubumbashi 
known as the Kenya neighbor-
hood, which was also experiencing 
a growth spurt, the vision of a new 
Mt. Zion UMC began to take shape 
in the minds and hearts of its mem-
bers. There had been no Advance 
money sent and no US missionary 
assigned—just the faith and fervent 
prayer of a pastor who had caught 
the spirit from the Jolie City United 
Methodists and believed that his con-
gregation, too, could do a good and 
wondrous thing. Though members 
of his community said that it couldn’t 
be done, his persistent prayer and 
encouragement convinced his con-
gregation that it could. Now the walls 

Above: Bishop William McAlilly of the Nashville episcopal Area talks with various district 
Superintendents and pastors of the dr Congo Lubumbashi area outside the construction area 
of the Jolie City uMC.  opposite: The walls of Mt. zion rise up in the Kenya neighborhood of 
Lubumbashi, drC.  PHoToS: BArBArA BoiGeGrAiN/GBoPHB
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work because the Congo church was 
too poor. But today, Bishop Ntambo 
says: ‘Katembo was right! We must 
use our local resources to build our 
own churches.’”

Assess What You Have
Over time, a number of factors have 
come together to create this transfor-
mation in the philosophy and theolo-
gy of the Congo church. Perhaps the 
most difficult step has been changing 
the way people think about mission 
ministry. For a century, the African 
congregations, which had been 
planted and developed by 
Western churches, were 
on the receiving end of 
mission ministry. That was 
how the world worked. 
Christians of the Global 
North, who were per-
ceived as having unlimited 
resources, would provide 
for the African churches, 
which were perceived as 
having very few. For about 
100 years, this mindset 
continued, which meant 
that there was little incen-
tive for African Christians 
to develop the capacity for 
self-sustaining ministry.

Bishop Katembo ex-
plained how the seeds for 
a different way of think-
ing were planted. “When the dis-
ciples claimed that they didn’t have 
any resources,” he said, “I reminded 
them about the story in Matthew of 
how Jesus fed the 4000. He asked 
the disciples: ‘What do you have?’ 
Before they could ask him for food, 
he told them to go and look and see 
what they had. They had five loaves 
and two fish. This became enough to 
feed the 4000.”

The Rev. Mande reported that, 
today, the South Congo area is leading 
the self-management effort and urging 

members to start working with what-
ever means they have. “It started, re-
ally, with theological training,” Mande 
explained. “At the Mulungwishi semi-
nary, the students studying to be cler-
gy were taught to look at their local re-
sources first before asking for funding. 
The fertile ground for transformation 
was prepared and planted at the local 
church level.”

The cost of building the Jolie City 
UMC temple in Lubumbashi is esti-
mated at about $2.1 million. All of the 
capital for it has been raised in the 
DRC by Congolese members. They 

have learned to tap Congolese busi-
ness and government sources for 
grants or materials whenever pos-
sible. As a result, a culture of giving, 
not just receiving, is taking root in 
local congregations. Though gifts of 
time and service have always been 
part of the culture, financial gifts are 
also beginning to rise. 

When a group of bishops and gen-
eral secretaries visited the Mt. Zion 
site in August 2014, Bishop William 
McAlilly, of the Nashville Episcopal 
area, asked the pastor of the church 

in the Kenya neighborhood, “How 
far do you have to go to reach your 
goal?” The pastor said, “We still 
need $250,000.” The bishop asked, 
“How will you get there?” The pastor 
said: “One bit at a time. We know we 
will get there. We just know.”

Bishop Katembo has been advis-
ing congregations in his area, point-
ing out that “maybe we have the re-
sources, but we don’t want to look 
and see.” But as time passed, he 
affirmed: “Now they do see. They 
realize that they can pull their re-
sources together, and they can build 

a church or a parsonage. 
Lay people can contrib-
ute to buy a motorbike 
for a pastor, or even a car. 
While not everyone has 
yet arrived at this idea, 
those who come after us 
will continue to work on 
this vision. We have the 
resources. We don’t have 
to wait for you.”

The Changing Role  
of Missionaries
United Methodist mission-
aries continue to serve in 
the DR Congo, but today 
they come from many 
different parts of the 
world. Nearly two dozen 
Congolese currently serve 

as missionaries with the General Board 
of Global Ministries—some working 
in the DR Congo but most minister-
ing in other countries. In addition, the 
United Methodist conferences of the 
DR Congo have sent out missionaries 
on their own. Churches established in 
Tanzania, Zambia, the East Congo, and 
the Central African Republic were all 
planted by Congolese church workers.

Bishop Katembo says that, while 
there is still a need for missionaries, 
they need to clearly understand their 
role as walking with the church. The 

This unfinished window in the united Methodist Jolie City Temple 
shows land that will be developed into parsonages and even a 
graveyard for bishops and other church leaders of the drC united 
Methodist Church.
PHoTo: BArBArA BoiGeGrAiN/GBoPHB
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DR Congo Methodists expect mis-
sionaries to proclaim God’s word 
while attending, worshiping with, 
and supporting the local church. 
Missionaries should obey and con-
fide in the bishop and should look 
to the bishop for supervision. They 
must also love the people, and they 
must be ready to serve.

“Missionaries must love the people, 
no matter who they are or what their 
station,” Bishop Katembo confirmed. 
“They must also take the cultural con-
text into consideration. In the DRC, 
respect is of utmost importance—es-
pecially respect for elders and for civil 
and church authority. Someone who 
does not show this sense of respect in 

the DRC is already in trouble, so those 
who come uninformed may be dis-
couraged. Receiving advance cultural 
training is important.”

During the colonial era, all mission-
aries were sent to Brussels, Belgium, 
for training before they were deployed 
in what was then the Belgian Congo. 
The government of Belgium insisted 
on this. “In the past,” Bishop Katembo 
noted, “I used to take time to go and 
visit and stay with the missionaries, to 
engage them on cultural aspects. 

“Missionaries need to go in the 
name of Jesus to preach the gos-
pel,” the bishop concluded. “When 
you preach, people want to see 
how you present yourself. You are a 

model. In the DRC, we are proud to 
be Christians today. But ‘Christians’ is 
a name given to us by non-Christians. 
Those who saw the early disciples 
of Jesus walking and talking to carry 
on his work said, ‘These folks look 
like Christ Jesus.’ So we became 
Christians. That’s what all missionar-
ies are supposed to be like—Christ.”

Christie R. House is the editor of New 
World Outlook magazine. Bishop Kai-
nda Katembo currently serves as bishop 
for the South Congo Episcopal Area and 
the UMC in Zambia. He has also served 
as bishop for the North Katanga Episco-
pal Area. Altogether he has served as a 
bishop for more than 30 years.

inside the Jolie City Temple outside Lubumbashi, as yet still under construction.
PHoTo: BArBArA BoiGeGrAiN/GBoPHB
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Mission from the margins seeks to counteract 
injustices in life, church, and mission. It seeks to 
be an alternative missional movement against the 
perception that mission can only be done by the 
powerful to the powerless� by the rich to the poor�
by the privileged to the marginalized�
Through struggles in and for life� marginalized people 

M i s s i o n  A n D  R i s k

  Sharing a
        Dangerous   
          Journey

are reservoirs of the active hope� collective resistance� 
and perseverance that are needed to remain faithful 
to the promised reign of God.

Mission from the margins seeks to counteract injustices in life, church, and mission. It seeks to be an 
alternative missional movement against the perception that mission can only be done by the powerful to 
the powerless, by the rich to the poor, or by the privileged to the marginalized. 

Through struggles in and for life, marginalized people are reservoirs of the active hope, collective 
resistance, and perseverance that are needed to remain faithful to the promised reign of God. 

(TTL ¶¶ 38, 39)

Through struggles in and for life� marginalized people 
are reservoirs of the active hope� collective resistance� 
Through struggles in and for life� marginalized people 
are reservoirs of the active hope� collective resistance� 

by David Wildman
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p laces of injustice invari-
ably are places of vio-
lence, confl ict, inequal-
ity, and fear. Injustice 

describes places of brokenness and 
suffering: broken relations between 
people, broken relations with the 
earth, and broken relations with God. 
At both personal and societal levels, 
we often try to wall out violence and 
other problems. We seek to protect 
ourselves from outside threats by 
creating walls or other security barri-
ers between an “us” and a “them.”

Mission, on the other hand, ex-
presses God’s invitation to open and 
turn our lives toward places of in-
justice, violence, and brokenness. 
Mission embodies God’s insistence 
that we connect with others at dan-
gerous, marginalized places here and 
now. Together at marginal, violent, 
fear-fi lled places, God accompanies 
us as we risk a shared task of healing 
and restoring broken relations with 
one another. The writer of the epistle 
of James challenges us, saying “…
faith by itself, if it is not accompa-
nied by action, is dead.” (James 2:17 
[NIV]) Likewise, I would argue, mis-
sion without risk, and more specifi -
cally, shared risk, is not mission. 

Fear-Free, Not Risk-Free
“Do not call conspiracy everything 
that these people call conspiracy; do 
not fear what they fear, and do not 
dread it.” Isaiah 8:12 (NIV)

Tragically, today’s Western so-
cieties are increasingly risk averse 
and security-conscious. The United 
States, for instance, devotes more 
resources to security than almost 
all other world countries combined. 
The US government has a National 
Security Agency, a National Security 
Council, departments of Defense 
and of Homeland Security, border 
patrols, military bases across the 
globe, heavily armed local police 

forces, and a growing sector of private security guards. The United States, 
with just 5 percent of the world’s population, also incarcerates 25 percent 
of the world’s prisoners.

Perhaps more than anything else, the rapid escalation of lethal drone strikes 
over the past fi ve years epitomizes risk-averse, military-driven national security 
policies. Almost all of the targets of US drone strikes are remote, rural, Muslim 
villages in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Yemen, or Somalia that pose no immediate 
threat. Pilots of these unmanned weaponized aircraft operate at computer 
screens half a world away with no physical risk to themselves. Drone strikes 
are often contrasted by US policymakers with the risks of having “boots on the 
ground.” Yet these strikes, far from being risk-free, continue to impose great 
risks on targeted communities.

Implicitly, from biblical days to today, national security policies place 
greater value on some lives—the lives of leaders, the powerful, the rich, cit-
izens—over the lives of others—impoverished working communities, non-
citizens—and place greater trust in military technology than in God. Such 
policies divide God’s children into “us” against “them,” reinforce a climate 
of fear, and break our relationship with God. In all these efforts to externalize 
risks onto others, do we also risk cutting ourselves off from God’s liberating 
mission from the margins?

Embracing Risk to Serve Others
“‘...not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty.” 
Zechariah 4:6 (NIV)

Where in the Bible does God say, “Don’t take risks?” On the contrary, God 
keeps saying to people, “Do not be afraid, for I am with you.” God promises 
us we will never face dangers, toils, and snares alone, for God is always there 
with us.

Some of the most courageous people today are aid workers serving in war 
zones. They embrace risk to help strangers in harm’s way. Their security comes 
not from weapons but from building relationships of trust with local commu-
nities and their refusal to take sides in a confl ict. Aid organizations affi rm the 
Code of Conduct adopted over 20 years ago by the International Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Movement. Among its key principles are: “1) The humanitarian 
imperative comes fi rst; 2) Aid is given regardless of the race, creed, or nation-
ality of the recipients and without adverse distinction of any kind. Aid priorities 
are calculated on the basis of need alone; 3) Aid will not be used to further a 
particular political or religious standpoint; 4) We shall endeavor not to act as in-
struments of government foreign policy.” (For the full ICRC Code of Conduct 
see https://www.icrc.org/eng/assets/fi les/publications/icrc-002-1067.pdf )

Despite their commitment to serve everyone based on need, humanitarian 
workers in many places are facing increasing attacks. While Western media 
have covered stories of attacks on international aid workers in Syria and else-
where, the vast majority of all aid workers are nationals serving in their own 
communities, and the majority of attacks are also against local humanitarian 
workers. For each vicious attack against an aid worker, there are hundreds of 
instances of aid workers’ continuing quietly to serve the most vulnerable popu-
lations. How might the examples of humanitarian workers and the principles of 
the ICRC Code of Conduct guide us to embrace risk and face confl icts in our 
own communities? 
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In the face of conflict and exploita-
tion, the writer of the epistle, I Peter, 
offers a similar model for embracing 
risk by staying focused on “doing 
what is good.” Written by and for dis-
placed communities of refugees, mi-
grants, and enslaved laborers, it de-
clares: “Do not fear what they fear, 
and do not be intimidated, but in your 
hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always 
be ready to make your defense to 
anyone who demands from you an 
accounting for the hope that is in you; 
yet do it with gentleness and rever-
ence.” (1 Peter 3:14b-16a [NRSV]) 

In what ways are we trained or 
tempted to act out of fear? In what 
ways does God train and equip us to 
face risk and suffering in hope, love, 
and gentleness? 

 
Sharing Lessons from  
the Margins
“But let justice roll down like waters, 
and righteousness like an everflow-
ing stream.” Amos 5:24 (NRSV)

I was visiting a number of remote 
villages affected by recent flooding in 
Afghanistan. Several of the villages 
had newly built micro-hydro turbines 
that provided limited electricity for the 
first time for hundreds of families. In 
one village, electricity enabled villag-
ers to run a grist mill to make flour 
much more easily. Other villages had 
newly constructed wells and latrines. 
Still others were rebuilding roads and 
homes washed out by mudslides.

More than 80 percent of Afghans 
live in remote mountain villages 
subject to cycles of drought, mud-
slides, and flooding, as well as being 
wracked by years of war. As my col-
leagues and I listened to community 
elders share about their struggles to 
get enough water for their crops and 
to find sources of safe drinking water, 
we also heard about conflicts with vil-
lages farther upstream that were di-
verting more than their share of water.

As I reflected on our visits, I began 
to hear the well-known verse from 

Amos in new ways. These remote 
mountain villages, like the ones in 
the hill country of Amos’ day, could 
never accumulate vast surpluses 
like empires built around mighty riv-
ers or port cities. Instead, too often, 
they found their precious resources 
diverted into the hands of powerful 
warlords, armed groups, or corrupt 
officials. However, they also knew 
the destructive power of a flash 
flood that levels everything in its 
path across steep mountain valleys. 
Perhaps Amos’ vision of justice roll-
ing down like mighty waters captures 
the yearning of many impoverished 
communities to level unjust concen-
trations of wealth and sweep away 
corrupt, violent officials.

At the same time, remote villag-
es have sustained one another when 
they risked sharing the scarce re-
sources of gentle-flowing streams. 
Like these villages at the margins, we 
too need to be willing to risk going 
upstream together to address the 
root causes of injustice and violence 
that divide us. As more and more 
conflicts in the world center around 
scarce resources, these rural com-
munities may offer models for shar-
ing both risks and resources. 

Finally, mission from the margins 
embraces not only shared risk, but 
also shared love for our neighbors. 
In the face of mounting, fear-based, 
militaristic national security policies, 
let us reaffirm both the wisdom of 
rural, war-torn villages and the words 
from the first letter of John: “There is 
no fear in love, but perfect love casts 
out fear; for fear has to do with pun-
ishment…We love because God first 
loved us.” 1 John 4:18-19 ( NRSV)

David Wildman serves as the executive 
secretary for Human Rights and Racial 
Justice, the General Board of Global Min-
istries. His area of responsibility includes 
Afghanistan and the Middle East.
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M
alaria Fight Overshadowed by Ebola 

G
inny W

agner is the executive director of H
elping C

hildren W
orldw

ide, a 
program

 that operates in partnership w
ith M

ercy H
ospital’s outreach program

 in 
Sierra Leone.

A
s S

ierra Leone continues to struggle to contain the E
bola outbreak, this 

containm
ent effort has ham

pered the fight against a m
ore fam

iliar m
edical 

foe—
m

alaria. M
alaria is a com

m
on disease in S

ierra Leone—
one that ex-

perts estim
ate is currently claim

ing thousands m
ore lives than E

bola.
 M

alaria and E
bola share 

m
any 

of 
the 

sam
e 

sym
p-

tom
s, 

including 
fever, 

diz-
zin

e
ss, 

h
e

ad
ach

e
s, 

an
d 

m
uscle aches. A

s a result, 
m

any people w
ho are suf-

fering from
 m

alaria fear that 
they w

ill be quarantined in 
E

b
o

la 
tre

atm
e

n
t 

ce
n

te
rs 

w
ith E

bola-positive patients, 
and 

therefore, 
they 

avoid 
seeking m

edical care at all. 
Furtherm

ore, the E
bola cri-

sis has stretched the health-
care system

 in S
ierra Leone 

so 
thin 

that 
m

any 
health 

centers are unable to treat non-E
bola patients of any kind, including cases 

of m
alaria.

 S
ince its opening in 2007, M

ercy H
ospital, A

dvance #15173A
, has pro-

vided testing and treatm
ent of m

alaria at the hospital and m
alaria preven-

tion aw
areness to the com

m
unity. In 2011, M

ercy expanded its m
alaria 

program
 to test and treat children and fam

ilies in rural villages surrounding 
B

o through regular m
edical outreach clinics. 

Supporting Children’s Education in M
ongolia 

Sun Lae K
im

 is a G
lobal M

inistries’ m
issionary serving the U

nited M
ethodist 

M
ission in U

laanbaatar, M
ongolia. She shares how

 the B
efore and A

fter School 
Program

 at D
am

ba U
nited M

ethodist C
hurch supplem

ents children’s education 
in M

ongolia.

A
t D

am
ba C

hurch, the first U
nited M

ethodist C
hurch led by a M

ongolian 
lay leader, educational support is being offered to local children, w

ho are 
behind in their education, through the B

efore and A
fter S

chool P
rogram

, 
A

d
van

ce #3021406.
 The B

efore and A
fter S

chool P
rogram

 operates in a com
m

unity outside 
the capital city of M

ongolia, w
here m

any are unem
ployed and find it diffi-

cult to transition to life in the city. The area is com
prised of m

ainly poor fam
-

ilies w
ho live w

ithout running w
ater or 

indoor plum
bing and w

ho com
e from

 
the countryside in search of better op-
portunities. O

ur goal is to share love 
w

ith the local children, disciple them
, 

and give them
 hope for the future. 

A
bout 40 to 50 children from

 elem
en-

tary to high school levels currently par-
ticipate in the program

. 
In M

ongolia, students attend school 
only half of the day because there 
are 

not 
enough 

classes, 
teachers,  

or resources for a full day of instruc-
tion. S

o, the elem
entary students com

e to the before-school program
 

at our church and then go to school in the afternoon. M
iddle and high 

school students attend school in the m
orning and then com

e to the after-
school program

. 
O

ur 
program

 
ensures 

that 
children 

have 
adult 

supervision 
and  

creative activities to preoccupy their tim
e w

hen they m
ight otherw

ise 
be alone or unsupervised. It also gives them

 a productive opportunity to 
utilize their tim

e, focus on their school w
ork, and receive assistance w

ith 
their hom

ew
ork. 

 O
yunerdene M

unganbayar, a fourth grade student, confirm
s: “I really 

like to go to the B
efore and A

fter S
chool P

rogram
. W

e have been studying 
a lot of things, but in the future, I w

ant to be a teacher. That’s m
y dream

.”

Students at the B
efore and A

fter School 
Program

 of D
am

ba U
nited M

ethodist 
C

hurch in U
laanbaatar, M

ongolia. 
Ph

o
to

: S
U

n
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e
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iM

M
ercy h

o
spital protects its patients w

ith treated 
bed nets and perform

s testing and treatm
ent in 

the com
m

unity through m
edical outreach clinics in 

surrounding villages. 
Ph

o
to

: C
o

U
rt

eSy
 G

in
n

y
 W

A
G

n
e

r
.
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O n my fi rst reading of Together 
Towards Life: Mission and 
Evangelism in Changing 
Landscapes (TTL), it struck me 

as excellent material for mission study. Many 
subsequent readings have underscored that 
conclusion for me. I want to encourage United 
Methodists to study TTL as both a theoretical 
and a practical mission guide. The full text is 
available for download online (see below).

Several different study approaches formed 
in my mind. One is to explore the way in 
which Scripture is foundational in each of 
the document’s four major sections: Spirit of 
Mission: Breath of Life; Spirit of Liberation: 
Mission from the Margins; Spirit of Community: 
Church on the Move; and Spirit of Pentecost: 
Good News for All.

Another is to look at the sections that are 
in continuity with Wesleyan and Methodist 
theology. Such themes could include the 
Holy Spirit, concern for the poor, health and 
wholeness, and the natural order (creation).

Study could also be organized around mission 
and ecumenism in the context of a multi-
religious world. While the World Council is made 
up of Protestant, Eastern, and Oriental Orthodox 
churches, theologians of Roman Catholic 
and Pentecostal nonmember churches also 
took part in drafting the statement. Together 
Towards Life is likely the most representative 
Christian affi rmation on mission and evangelism 
ever produced. “Ecumenical” means the 
acknowledgement that all Christians form one 
faith family, despite differences among and 
within denominational groupings.

Here are three questions to start you on your 
study of TTL:
•  How do you celebrate the awareness that 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ is “good news for 
all” in the contemporary, always changing, 
social and political landscape?

•  In what areas might ecumenical mission 
collaboration be most productive: church 
planting, disaster relief, and/or health 
ministries?

•  How does mission awareness keep your 
church alive and on the move? How broad is 
your mission movement?
How do you understand and respond to one 

of the concluding affi rmations of TTL:
The church as the people of God, the body 
of Christ, and the temple of the Holy Spirit 
is dynamic and changing as it continues the 
mission of God. This leads to a variety of forms 
of common witness, refl ecting the diversity 
of world Christianity. Thus the churches need 
to be on the move, journeying together in 
mission, continuing in the mission of the 
apostles. Practically, this means that church 
and mission should be united and that different 
ecclesial (church) and missional bodies need to 
work together for the sake of life. (¶ 111) 

I believe that all of us who engage in God’s mis-
sion need to be thinking constantly about ways to 
strengthen this work by joining with other mem-
bers of the universal, ecumenical, church.

Thomas G. Kemper
General Secretary
The General Board of Global Ministies

From the 
General Secretary

by Thomas Kemper

Together Towards Life as Mission Study Resource

PHoTo: PeTer WiLLiAMS/WCC

Download the TTL document from the World Council of 
Churches’ website:
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/
commissions/mission-and-evangelism/together-towards-
life-mission-and-evangelism-in-changing-landscapes



As the conflict in Syria continues, 
a concern for the well-being of Syrian

refugee children grows.

Since the conflict began in March
2011, more than 3,000 Syrian schools

have been damaged or destroyed, and
2 million children have dropped out of

school. What’s more, many children
are experiencing frequent nightmares

and drawing images of violence 
and destruction. 

The United Methodist Committee on
Relief (UMCOR) is working with Inter-
national Blue Crescent in Kilis, Turkey,

to address the health, psychological,
and education needs of more than 600
Syrian refugee children through newly

created Child Friendly Spaces.

A Child Friendly Space offers 
children a safe place to receive the

needed psychosocial care and 
education to help them deal with the

anxieties of war. It is also a place
where children can make new friends,

develop their artistic talents,
and boost their self-esteem.

International Disaster Response,
Advance #982450. A Safe Place

Syrian children playing at an 
UMCOR-funded Child Friendly Space 

in a refugee camp in Turkey. 

www.umcor.org/nwo 
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C ELEBRATING

Y E A R S
BeiNG WiTH THoSe
i N  Ti M eS  o F  C riS iS 

Be Hope.
Be UMCOR.
Join the united Methodist 

Committee on relief (uMCor) 

in celebrating 75 years of being 

with those in times of crisis. 

visit umcor.org to learn more 

about ways in which you  can  be 

uMCor and bring relief and 

hope to countless people 

around the world.

www.umcor.org

UMCOR is part of the General Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church


