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Editor’s Letter by Wm. C. Hardt 

 

Many of us have been thinking about one of the most significant events in Texas Methodist 

history—the creation of the United Methodist Church in 1968. Perhaps some of you reading this 

Newsletter were in Dallas on April 23, 1968 and heard Bishop Rueben Mueller (EUB) and 

Bishop Lloyd Wicke (MC) declare “Lord of the Church, we are united in Thee, in Thy Church 

and now in The United Methodist Church."   That the uniting occurred in Dallas was not without 

controversy.   Since the creation of the Methodist Church in 1939, General Conference locations 

were rotated among the jurisdictions.  The 1964 General Conference was in Pittsburgh and one of 

the last items on its agenda was receiving the report of the committee to determine the site of the 

1968 General Conference.  It was the turn of the South Central Jurisdiction, and the 

recommendation was Dallas.   

 

In April 1964 Dallas was still in the international spotlight because of the Kennedy assassination 

just six months earlier.  There were many media reports of Dallas school children cheering the 

news, and later news stories reported on the climate of hate and bigotry in Dallas 

 

In 1964 Dallas was infamous for the strain of radical anti-integration rhetoric of Edwin Walker, 

H. L. Hunt, and W. A. Criswell, all of whom combined Christianity, anti-Communism, and 

segregation in sermons, tracts and Life Line radio programs.   We knew about the bomb threat 

against Dr. Martin Luther King’s 1963 Dallas appearance and the protests against Ambassador 

Adlai Stevenson which resulted in his being struck with a sign.  Delegates in Pittsburgh knew 

about all this when they were asked to vote for Dallas at the 1968 General Conference site. 

Central Jurisdiction delegates to Pittsburgh voted against going to Dallas in 1968 where they 

knew they would be subjected to the humiliation of Jim Crow hotels, restaurants, public 

transportation, and a climate of hostility.   

 

Less well known were the efforts of Mayor Earle Cabell, Juanita Craft, Bob Cullum, and Stanley 

Marcus (among others) who were working (often behind the scenes) for peaceful integration.   

 

We Christians believe in Providence, and God was working through people and institutions to 

achieve greater racial justice in the years between 1964 and 1968.  The Public Accommodations 

Act of 1964 was only one of several civil rights measures passed in the period.  Thanks to federal 

legislation, delegates could stay in hotels of their choice.  The segregationist tone of the Dallas 

Morning News was muted.  Cabell moved from City Hall to Congress, replacing an avowed 

segregationist.  DISD continued its painfully slow path to compliance to desegregation orders.   

 

As we celebrate the 50
th
 anniversary of the creation of the United Methodist Church, let us renew 

our commitment to elimination of all forms of discrimination against all of God’s children.   
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History of Methodist 
Church at Washington on 

the Brazos Published 
 

One of the earliest Methodist churches in 

Texas, and one of the very few brick 

churches built before the Civil War was the 

church at Washington on the Brazos.  The 

town occupied a strategic river crossing and 

enjoyed an era of prosperity during the 

steamboat era, but when the railroad 

construction created alternatives to 

riverboats, the town died, and so did the 

church.   

 

The brick church was erected in honor of 

Martin Ruter who died in Washington in 

1838.   

 

Tom Stevens has written a history of the 

church based on deed records, quarterly 

conference minutes, memoirs, and 

newspaper accounts.  Contact me for 

ordering information.   

 

 

Historic Church Pictures 
 

Each issue contains the picture of some 

historic church and asks readers to identify 

it.  Here is the picture from the Fall 2017 

issue  

 

 
This magnificent old stone church is Lee 

Tabernacle UMC in Navasota.  It was 

founded in 1860, and members shared 

facilities with the Baptists.  In 1866 the 

congregations were able to build a structure 

in what was called the “Freedmen’s Town” 

section of Navasota.  Methodists organized 

separately in 1876 and were able to build 

this building in 1896.  They worshiped in 

the basement while the walls of the building 

were being constructed. 

 

There have been several changes to the 

building, including the addition of a choir 

room, but the exterior has remained true to 

the 1896 original design.  The stained glass 

windows have been restored.   

 

The pastor during construction was the Rev. 

Edward Lee.  The church changed its name 

to honor him.   

 

 

 

The members of this church hosted several 

sessions of Annual Conference.  While 

Bishop Mallalieu was presiding at the Texas 

Conference of the MEC in this church that 

plans were put in place to move Martin 

Ruter’s remains from the abandoned 

cemetery in Washington to Navasota.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is the next historic church for you to 

identify.   
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President/Newsletter Editor 
Wm. C. Hardt 

10375 New Wehdem Rd. 

Brenham, Tx 77833 

979-830-5210 

wchardt@gmail.com 

 

 

Vice President 
 

Timothy Binkley 

Bridwell Library 

PO Box 750476 

Dallas, TX  75275 

214-768-1989 

tbinkley@smu.edu 

 

 
Secretary 
C. D. and Freda Barrington 
3139 Whitewing Lane 
San Antonio, TX 78230-4441 

  CD:  210-601-2687 
          cbarnsatx@gmail.com   

  FV:  210-872-1733 
          fbarnsatx@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Stewart Caffey 

5426 89
th

 St. 

Lubbock, Tx 79424 

wscaffey3958@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
Warnick Awards Chair 

Timothy Binkley 

Bridwell Library 

PO Box 750476 

Dallas, TX  75275 

214-768-1989 

tbinkley@smu.edu 

 

 

 

 

Heritage Journal Editor 
Rev. Dr. Robert W. Sledge 

3141 Chimney Circle 

Abilene, Tx 79606 

rsledge@mcm.edu 

 

 

Walter Vernon Essay Contest 
Chair 
 
Rev. Dr. Robert Monk  

3232 Heritage Lane 

 Abilene, TX 79606 

325-692-3623; 325-201-3137 (cell); 

rcmonk9@gmail.com 
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Membership/Registration Information 

 
We do not send annual membership renewal statements.  Our not doing so means that 

many of us neglect to send our annual dues.  If you can’t remember the last time you 

sent dues, it’s probably time to send them again.     Please print this page and send your 

dues and gifts to  

 

Stewart Caffey 

5426 89
th

 St. 

Lubbock, Tx 79424 
 

 
Name(s)_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Address_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Email___________________________telephone___________________________ 

 

 

Annual dues                                                                                                  

$20________ 

(If you wish, you may join at the lifetime dues rate of $300) 

 

 


